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Joan Arvedson PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-S is a Speech-Language Pathologist 
Specialist in Feeding/Swallowing Disorders in Infants and Children at Children’s 
Wisconsin – Milwaukee. She is Clinical Professor in Division of Gastroenterology, 
Department of Pediatrics, Medical College of Wisconsin. She has 3 books in 
publication and numerous articles in peer reviewed journals. Dr. Arvedson is 
an internationally recognized expert in pediatric dysphagia. She was awarded 
Honors of ASHA in 2016 and is an ASHA Fellow.

Fran Altmaier BSW holds a BSW from Arizona State University and has 27 years 
of pediatric experience.  She spent 18 years in early intervention, Part C with the 
Division of Developmental Disabilities and the past 9 years at the Department 
of Health with the Newborn Screening Program.  Fran oversees the Newborn 
screening follow up program which includes Bloodspot testing follow up and 
Hearing screening follow up.  In her role, she ensures that babies in Arizona 
who need additional screening and diagnostic testing receive timely care.  Fran 
serves on several national Newborn Screening committee and has presented 
nationally on topics related to newborn screening (both hearing and bloodspot).

Hanin Alamoudi, MBBS PGY1 in Otolaryngology-Head & Neck surgery at King 
Abdulaziz University Hospital. Interested in clinical research and presented at 
many national and international conferences.
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Amanda Beneke MS, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT is a Speech-Language 
Pathologist and a certified Listening and Spoken Language Specialist/Auditory 
Verbal Therapist. She graduated from the University of Arizona with her master’s 
degree in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences in 2009. Since that time, she 
has worked in different settings across the United States to provide evaluations 
and speech-language therapy/listening and spoken language services for 
children of all ages. Amanda’s expertise is in the area of hearing loss and 
Listening and Spoken Language (LSL). She utilizes the principles of Auditory 

Verbal Therapy (AVT) to teach parents and caregivers how to be primary facilitators of their child’s 
listening and spoken language skills. Amanda has worked with children with cochlear implants (CI), 
hearing aids, and auditory brainstem implants (ABI). In addition, Amanda communicates with families 
in American Sign Language and Spanish to support the language of the home. She has experience 
supervising and training graduate students during practicum placements and clinical fellows in 
their first year as a professional. Amanda volunteered with a nonprofit organization called CLASP 
International from 2011-2020 to develop the field of speech-language pathology in Zambia, Africa. 
Amanda currently works in two settings: with the Early Learning Program at Arizona State Schools 
for the Deaf and the Blind and as a Clinical Instructor at the University of Arizona. Previously Amanda 
worked at John Tracy Center in Los Angeles as an SLP/AVT, Maryland School for the Deaf-Columbia 
Campus as an SLP, and on the Cochlear Implant Team at the University of Texas at Dallas Callier 
Center for Communication Disorders as an SLP/AVT

Olivia Bender, Au.D, CCC-A is originally from New York State. She completed 
her doctorate program at the Long Island Audiology Consortium, where 
she graduated with her degree in 2020. Olivia currently works as a pediatric 
audiologist at Phoenix Children’s Hospital. She is very passionate about 
accessibility/disability rights as a wheelchair user herself. She also loves 
animals, cooking, and traveling as much as possible. 

Patrick Barth MD, FACS is a Pediatric Otolaryngologist at Nemours A. I. duPont 
Hospital for Children who also serves as the Enterprise Medical Director for 
Telehealth Specialty Care. In these dual roles, he has improved the delivery 
of medical care to children throughout the Delaware Valley and Florida, with 
a special focus on increasing access and maximizing physician resources. 
Clinically he has served as the Director of Pediatric Otolaryngology Fellowship 
and Resident Education, Director of the Pediatric Voice Program, and Director of 
the Aerodigestive Program. Nationally, he is the former President, and Program 

Chair for the Society of Ear, Nose, and Throat Advancement in Children (SENTAC). Dr. Barth is 
passionate about delivering high-quality care to all children, regardless of location, financial status, or 
medical complexity, and he is excited to discover new ways that technology can expand this mission. 
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Aditi Bhuskute MD treats both routine and complex conditions as they 
relate to pediatric otolaryngology. She attended the University of Arizona 
for her undergraduate and medical degrees. After attending otolaryngology 
residency at the University of California-Davis, she completed her subspecialty 
training in pediatric otolaryngology at Children’s Hospital Colorado. She then 
joined Phoenix Children’s Hospital. Her areas of interest include complex 
aerodigestive breathing and feeding disorders, hearing loss, cochlear implants 
and chronic ear problems. Dr. Bhuskute participates in several multidisciplinary 

teams, including cochlear implantation and aerodigestive disorders clinic. Dr. Bhuskute has given 
presentations at several national otolaryngology meetings as well as published several peer reviewed 
articles and book chapters. She has a special interest in resident education and is Board-certified 
with the American Board of Otolaryngology. Dr. Bhuskute is a member of several professional 
organizations, including American Academy of Otolaryngology, the Society for Ear, Nose, and Throat 
Advances in Children, American Broncho-Esophagologic Association, American Society of Pediatric 
Otolaryngology, and is a fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics.

Priyanka K. Bisarya is a fourth-year medical student at the Yale School 
of Medicine interested in otolaryngology/head and neck surgery. Prior to 
medical school, she had a career as a medical device/software engineer and 
entrepreneur. She co-founded a medical software company and patented her 
technology before successfully exiting the company to focus on her medical 
training. She is now looking forward to a career in academic medicine where she 
can implement innovative technology at the bedside.

Caroline Bonaventure is a fourth year medical student at Louisiana State 
University School of Medicine in New Orleans. She grew up in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana and earned her bachelor’s degree with honors in Neuroscience at 
Tulane University. She is currently pursuing a residency in Otolaryngology. 

C. Cameron Brawley is a current PGY-4 Otolaryngology resident at 
Northwestern. My research interests include pediatrics, outcomes research, and 
facial plastics.
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Jennifer Casteix, MS, CCC-SLP has over 30 years of experience working 
with children and adolescents with neurodevelopmental disorders and who 
are medically complex. For 25 years she provided feeding, swallowing, and 
communication services at Tucson Medical Center and Diamond Children’s 
Medical Center in the NICU and PICU. While at Diamond Children’s, she was a 
member of the interprofessional Developmental Long-Term Care and Pediatric 
Trach Steering committees and led the interprofessional NICU Feeding Task 
Force. Ms. Casteix is currently an associate clinical professor in the Speech, 

Language, and Hearing Sciences Department at The University of Arizona, where she trains and 
mentors graduate students and teaches the Pediatric Feeding and Swallowing course. She is the 
Speech-Language faculty member for the ArizonaLEND interprofessional training grant.

Pamela Y. Clarke, MS, CCC-SLP is a speech pathologist at Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital.  She has specialized in pediatric dysphagia for over 20 years.  Her 
clinical practice includes working with pediatric patients with complex dysphagia 
and feeding disorders.  Ms. Clarke treats infants and children with presentation 
of neurological, pulmonary, airway and gastrointestinal disorders.  She is 
a lecturer and consultant in complex dysphagia management and feeding 
therapy treatment protocols.  Ms. Clarke has provided numerous lectures and 
conferences on assessment and treatment of this specialized population 

throughout the states of Arizona and Florida.  Ms. Clarke is a member of the multispecialty 
Aerodigestive Team at Phoenix Children’s Hospital.  She served as the Speech Pathology Team Lead 
and Coordinator of the Swallowing Rehabilitation Team at Phoenix Children’s Hospital.  She also 
worked as Coordinator of the Feeding & Swallowing Disorder Team and Senior Speech Pathologist 
at Miami Children’s Hospital, Miami, Florida.  Ms. Clarke is an Adjunct Instructor at Midwestern 
University in Glendale Arizona.  She worked previously as an Adjunct Instructor at Nova Southeastern 
University, Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  Ms. Clarke is certified in VitalStim Therapy and Neuro-
Developmental Treatment.  Ms. Clarke is a graduate of Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida.

Tanya Chen MD is currently a PGY-1 in Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery 
at the University of Toronto after having completed her medical school training 
at McGill University. She has a particular interest in the interdisciplinary role of 
Otolaryngology and hopes to pursue an academic career in her future.
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Stephen R. Chorney MD MPH is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery at UT Southwestern Medical Center. He 
specializes in pediatric otolaryngology. Dr. Chorney earned his medical degree 
at the Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine in Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
He completed a residency in otolaryngology at the State University of New York 
Upstate Medical University and then received advanced training in pediatric 
otolaryngology through a fellowship at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. He 
also holds a Master of Public Health degree in health systems and policy from 

Rutgers School of Public Health. Certified by the American Board of Otolaryngology - Head & Neck 
Surgery, Dr. Chorney joined the UT Southwestern faculty in 2020. Dr. Chorney’s clinical and research 
interests include pediatric aerodigestive disorders, airway reconstruction, and voice disorders. 
He serves as a peer reviewer for The Laryngoscope, Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery, and 
Annals of Otology, Rhinology & Laryngology. Dr. Chorney is a member of the American Academy of 
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Medical 
Association, and the American Society of Pediatric Otolaryngology.

Clarice Clemmens MD (ENT) is an Associate Professor of Pediatric 
Otolaryngology at the Medical University of South Carolina.  She joined the 
Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery and MUSC Children’s 
Hospital in 2015. Prior to joining MUSC, Dr. Clemmens completed a fellowship in 
pediatric otolaryngology at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
Dr. Clemmens grew up in Idaho, and graduated summa cum laude from Clemson 
University where she played varsity soccer. In 2009, she graduated from medical 
school at the Medical University of South Carolina, and then completed a 

residency in otolaryngology at the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Clemmens received her board 
certification from the American Board of Otolaryngology in 2015. Since completing her fellowship, 
Dr. Clemmens limited her clinical practice to the care of children. As a mother of three children, Dr. 
Clemmens has developed a special appreciation for the care of children, and she has dedicated 
her practice to pediatric patients with all types of ear, nose, and throat problems, with a particular 
emphasis on neonatal airway disorders and thyroid disorders. She has authored multiple papers and 
book chapters and has given presentations at both the regional and national levels.

Keri Colio AuD joined Rady Children’s Hospital in 2013 where she serves as the 
cochlear implant clinical coordinator. She received her Doctor of Audiology from 
East Tennessee State University in 2013 following completion of a four-year 
residency program. Prior to that, she earned a Bachelor of Arts in audiology from 
the University of Tennessee. Keri is certified by the American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association. She maintains an audiologist license from the state of 
California and serves as a subject matter expert on the Speech-Language 
Pathology, Audiology and Hearing Aid Dispensers Board. Keri also serves on the 

board of directors for the Society of Ear Nose and Throat Advancement in Children.
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Robin T. Cotton, MD, FACS, FRCS(C) Born in England, Dr. Cotton received 
his medical degree from the University of Cambridge in 1965 and started his 
training in general surgery at the United Birmingham Hospitals in 1966. After 
spending three years in the health service in England, he traveled to Canada to 
undertake a research fellowship in general surgery at the University of Toronto, 
and subsequently completed his residency and fellowship in Otolaryngology 
at the University of Toronto. He then traveled to the U.S., where he completed 
a head and neck fellowship with Dr. Shumrick at the University of Cincinnati in 

1973. After finishing his fellowship, Dr. Cotton led the Division of pediatric otolaryngology–head and 
neck surgery at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center (CCHMC) until 2012. He continued to 
practice surgery until 2019. Dr. Cotton’s career has been dedicated to pediatric otolaryngology, and 
he has continuously aimed to raise the standard of care for children. He pioneered the techniques 
utilized worldwide in the reconstruction of the larynx and trachea in children with laryngotracheal 
stenosis. This led to a practice paradigm shift in treatment of airway problems in children, with 
the development of the multidisciplinary Aerodigestive and Esophageal Center in 1999. This has 
become a worldwide model for other Childrens’ hospitals. Dr. Cotton is regarded amongst the premier 
pediatric otolaryngologists of his era and has trained many of the leading pediatric otolaryngologists 
in the U.S. and abroad. He has published extensively and lectured throughout the world. He was 
on the editorial board of several journals and was a prolific contributor to the literature, having 
written more than 250 articles and books. Dr. Cotton was a member of more than 20 national and 
international otolaryngology organizations, including the American Academy of Otolaryngology. 
He has served as President of the American Bronchoesophagological Association, the American 
Society of Pediatric Otolaryngology, and the Society for Ear, Nose, and Throat Advances in Children. 
He has received many honors and awards. The two awards he is most proud of are the prestigious 
Jacobson award from the American College of Surgeons and the Mosher Award from the Triologic 
Society. He was the first Otolaryngologist and only the 2nd pediatric surgeon to receive the Jacobson 
award, which is presented for innovative techniques in surgery Dr. Cotton retired in September 
2019 and is thoroughly enjoying this phase of life. He has had the opportunity to revisit many of his 
hobbies, including piano playing and his love of nature. He has taken a course from The Ohio State 
University to become an Ohio Nature Guide and is busy working towards certification by completing 
the volunteer hours required. This has led to the development of new friendships. He has maintained 
his fitness and has joined in virtual family runs and spent more time with his family locally and his 
wife Cindi. Due to Covid restrictions, instead of travelling afar, he took the opportunity to explore 
Cincinnati in a way he never expected and became amazed at the amount of diversity in the city 
and surroundings. Joining a book club has enlarged his horizons of American literature, history and 
politics. After visiting his out of town daughters and grandchildren, he has finally been able to travel 
home to Cornwall in England. 
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Evelyn Culnane leads the Transition Support Service at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital (RCH) Melbourne caring for nearly 3000 young people with chronic 
medical conditions and disabilities transitioning from pediatric to adult health 
services annually.  In 2020, this Service was the recipient of the inaugural 
Exemplar Practice Award from the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality 
Healthcare. In addition to her clinical role, Evelyn has (co)published papers 
in the areas of autism spectrum disorder, intellectual disability, congenital 
heart disease and liver transplantation and co-leads an international research 

collaboration. Her current research interests also include attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, 
cerebral palsy, esophageal atresia, mental health and ventilation support. 

Sharon Cushing MD, MSC, FRCSC, is a full time paediatric otolaryngologist at 
The Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, Canada, and an Associate Professor 
and Clinician Investigator in the Department of Otolaryngology Head and Neck 
Surgery at the University of Toronto.  She is the Director of the Cochlear Implant 
Program at the Hospital for Sick Children. Dr. Cushing has a clinical and surgical 
interest in disorders of the external, middle and inner ear, including hearing 
loss and vestibular dysfunction.  Her research interests include vestibular and 
balance function and dysfunction in children, and its association with hearing 

loss and cochlear implantation. She has published over 100 peer-reviewed journal articles, 30 book 
chapters as well as edited 2 editions of the Manual of Pediatric Balance Disorders.  She has also 
spoken widely on the subject of hearing and vestibular loss in children.

Sophia Dang MD2 is a Brooklyn native and an artist-turned resident who grew 
up in a close-knit family and multilingual community by the sea.  Growing up, 
her parents both spoke up to 5 languages and her neighbors spoke multiple 
languages.  She grew up wanting to be a traveling artist or to join the circus 
much to the dismay of her parents.  After graduating with a degree in Studio Art 
and Art History, and minors in Business Management and Digital Arts/Media, 
Sophia lived and backpacked throughout Korea, Hong Kong, and Southeast 
Asia for a year and worked as an artist in NYC after.  She also attended art 

classes in the same studio as Frank Netter once did and biked over 150 miles each week throughout 
NYC.  Afterwards, she decided to go to medical school, graduating from Jefferson Medical School 
in Philadelphia and started residency at UPMC.  Sophia chose UPMC for its training, reputation, and 
leadership in the field of Otolaryngology and the wide diversity of patients that require Head and Neck 
intervention.  Her mentors throughout her medical career have all trained at UPMC or are practicing 
here.  To this day, she still retains her Brooklyn qualities fit for a surgical residency and still walks, 
talks, and eats quickly and simultaneously. 
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Jenni Davis MA, CCLS, CTRS (child life specialist) is a dually certified child life 
specialist/recreational therapist with over 25 years of experience helping children 
and families cope with hospitalization.  Jenni has worked at children’s hospitals in 
Texas, North Carolina, and Arizona; and helped activate Sidra Medicine, a women’s 
and children’s hospital, in Qatar.  Jenni is currently the Clinical Education Specialist 
for Patient and Family-Centered Care at Phoenix Children’s Hospital.  Jenni is a 
doctoral candidate in international family and community studies at Clemson 
University.  Jenni has a passion for research with completed research on parenting 

in the Arab world and current research on the impact of child life services on staff coping and staff 
perceptions on patient and family coping. She is also a Faculty Associate at Arizona State University in 
the School of Community Resources & Development. 

Kyle P. Davis, MD Clinical Research Fellow, Department of Otolaryngology-Head 
and Neck Surgery, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences. Completed my 
undergraduate degree at Purdue University and graduated from the Indiana 
University School of Medicine in 2021. Currently completing a clinical research 
fellowship at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and applying to 
Otolaryngology residency programs for the 2022 Match. 

Thomas Davis MD is a 2008 graduate from Drexel University College of Medicine 
in Philadelphia, Pa. He completed his combined residency in medicine-pediatrics 
at Geisinger in 2012. He served as medicine-pediatrics co-chief during his fourth 
year. He is currently the director of the Comprehensive Care Clinic, designed 
to care for adolescents and young adults with complex medical illnesses that 
start in childhood and will follow them into adulthood. The clinic operates with a 
combination of medical home and complex care delivery models. Dr. Davis has 
been involved in numerous research projects in the field of healthcare transitions 

and complex care, including the receipt of several grants. He continues to be very active in the Health 
Care Transition Research Consortium leadership group by improving transitions of care nationally 
and internationally, as well as a member of the Medicine-Pediatrics Program Directors Association 
(MPPDA) Transitions Committee. He is also passionate about medical education and has completed 
several medical education immersion courses. When he is not in the hospital, he enjoys spending time 
with his family, running, watching Philadelphia sports teams and cooking.
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Austin N. DeHart, MD is a pediatric otolaryngologist and co-director of 
the Vascular Anomalies team at Phoenix Children’s Hospital.  She trained 
at Virginia Commonwealth University for medical school and her residency 
in Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery before completing a fellowship 
in Pediatric Otolaryngology at Arkansas Children’s Hospital.  Her clinical 
specialties include laser and surgical management of vascular anomalies, airway 
reconstruction, and chronic ear disease.  

Marc Drake, MD is a second year resident in the Department of Otolaryngology 
and Communication Sciences at the Medical College of Wisconsin. Born and 
raised in Chicago, IL, he completed his undergraduate studies at the University 
of Notre Dame. He then attended medical school at the Medical College of 
Wisconsin.    

Joeseph E. Dohar MD, MS, FAAP, FACS received his MD degree from Ohio State 
University College of Medicine and completed his residency from University 
of Minnesota and pediatric otolaryngology fellowship from UPMC Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh. Dr. Dohar is board certified by the American Board of 
Otolaryngology. Dr. Dohar is a Professor of Otolaryngology at the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Medicine and a Professor of Communication Science and 
Disorders at the University of Pittsburgh School of Health & Rehabilitation.  He 
is a Pediatric Otolaryngologist on the full-time staff in the division of Pediatric 

Otolaryngology at UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.  He is the medical director of the pediatric 
Voice, Resonance and Swallowing Center and is an active Member Faculty of the McGowan Institute 
for Regenerative Medicine.  Dr. Dohar has established himself as an expert in otitis media and pediatric 
voice, resonance and swallowing disorders having participated in both privately funded and NIH funded 
research. He has served as an ad hoc reviewer of grants and has been a consultant to the FDA. 

LynnMarie Eyde is the clinical supervisor of the Audiology Department at 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital. She graduated from the University of Arizona in 
2014 with her Doctorate in Audiology. Six years ago, Lynn started working as an 
audiologist at Phoenix Children’s and within that time she has worked closely 
with Otolaryngology and most recently with the Newborn Hearing Screening 
program. 
.
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Christian Francom, MD Assistant Professor of Pediatric Otolaryngology 
University of Colorado School of Medicine/Children’s Hospital Colorado, Medical 
School: University of Virginia, Residency: The Ohio State University, Fellowship: 
Children’s Hospital Colorado, Clinical interests: Cleft lip/palate, VPI, 22q11, 
vascular anomalies, head and neck malignancies, thyroid disease
Research interests: Cleft lip/palate outcomes, mandibular distraction 
osteogenesis, pediatric thyroid disease, pediatric head and neck malignancies.

Robert Frederick is a 4th year medical student who spent most of his childhood 
in Fairfax, VA before moving to Memphis, TN for high school undergrad and 
now medical school. In his spare time, he enjoys working out via running, 
biking, lifting, playing tennis or basketball. Just breaking into the world of 
Otolaryngology, Robert is eager to learn more about each subspecialty within the 
field. 

Erynne Faucett MD is a pediatric otolaryngologist at Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital.  She did her residency training at University of Arizona- Tucson and 
fellowship at Sick Kid’s Hospital in Toronto.  She has interests in medical/
resident education and diversity/equity/inclusion efforts. She currently sits on 
the admission committee and student progress committee at the University of 
Arizona- Phoenix College of Medicine and is current chair of the AAO-HNS/F 
Diversity and Inclusion Committee.  In her free time, she enjoys hiking and 
traveling with her wife, twin daughters, and dogs.

Lauren A. Gardiner MD is a native of the Washington DC area who joined the 
UPMC Department of Otolaryngology for residency after graduating from VCU 
School of Medicine in 2020. She is currently a PGY-2 resident and her career 
and research interests include leadership training & education, comprehensive 
multidisciplinary care, and social determinants of healthcare outcomes in 
otolaryngology.
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Sharon H. Gnagi, MD treats all aspects of pediatric ENT, with a special interest 
in head and neck tumors and congenital masses and the surgical treatment of 
obstructive sleep apnea.  She has advanced training in management of cleft lip 
and palate and enjoys helping children better communicate by treating speech 
disorders such as velopharyngeal insufficiency and pathology affecting children’s 
voices.  She serves as a member of the aerodigestive team at Phoenix Children’s, 
treating children with dysphagia, aspiration, airway anomalies, and children in 
need of airway reconstruction.  She also serves on the tracheostomy quality 

board to improve the care of patients with tracheostomies at Phoenix Children’s Hospital.

Mark Gerber MD is a pediatric otolaryngologist with more than 24 years 
of experience in the medical and surgical management of complex airway, 
voice and swallowing disorders in children.  He obtained his medical degree 
from Loyola University Chicago Stritch School of Medicine and completed his 
residency in Otolaryngology at the University of Cincinnati and his fellowship 
in Pediatric Otolaryngology at Children’s Hospital Medical Center in Cincinnati.  
Dr. Gerber is the Chief of Pediatric Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery 
at Phoenix Children’s Hospital in Arizona and a Clinical Professor at both the 

University of Arizona College of Medicine-Phoenix and Creighton University School of Medicine and 
an Associate Professor at Mayo Clinic College of Medicine and Science.  He was previously the 
division head of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery at North Shore University Health System 
and Clinical Associate professor of Surgery at the University of Chicago, Pritzker School of Medicine.   
Throughout his career, he lectured extensively and has published more than 50 peer-reviewed articles, 
book chapters and web-based publications. 

Terri Giordano DNP, CRNP, CORLN has been working as a nurse practitioner in 
pediatric otolaryngology for 25 years. She is the director of outcomes research 
for the Division of Otolaryngology at CHOP.  Her areas of interest include 
research, quality improvement, pediatric airway disorders and photography.

Mike Gorelik is an assistant professor of pediatric otolaryngology in the 
division of Otolaryngology at University of Wisconsin-Madison. He completed a 
fellowship in Pediatric Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at Lurie Children’s 
Hospital in Chicago and Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery residency at 
University of Illinois-Chicago. Dr. Gorelik has specialized training and expertise 
in complex open and endoscopic airway surgery, aerodigestive problems, 
endoscopic ear surgery, and head and neck oncologic surgery in children.
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Sarah E. Grond BA is a fourth-year medical student at the Medical College 
of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, She has a strong interest in pediatric 
otolaryngology and quality improvement and is applying to otolaryngology 
residencies this year. 

Ronda Hamaker M.D., F.A.C.S. has a special interest in airway abnormalities, 
voice and swallowing concerns and tumors, but is involved in the entire 
spectrum of otolaryngologic care.Dr. Hamaker has served as the Medical 
Director for the Ear, Nose and Throat Center at Peyton Manning Children’s 
Hospital since 2007. In 2009, Dr. Hamaker developed a Pediatric Dysphagia 
Program for Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital. Dr. Hamaker has published on 
tympanostomy tube obstruction, hyperparathyroidism, fine needle aspiration, 
and laryngeal cancer. Dr. Hamaker completed an Otolaryngology residency at the 

Indiana University School of Medicine in Indianapolis, Indiana. A pediatric otolaryngology fellowship 
was completed at Children’s Hospital of Michigan in Detroit, Michigan. She has received numerous 
recognitions for outstanding patient care, teaching and research achievements.

Katherine Hanlon MSN, CRNP, CPNP-P, CORLN is the Airway Outreach Nurse 
Practitioner of the Center for Pediatric Airway Disorders in the Division of 
Otolaryngology at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.  Working with the team 
for over 10 years, her roles have focused on the aerodigestive patient, which 
includes inpatient and outpatient care, intake coordination for domestic and 
international patients, management of clinical operations within the program, 
data coordination and development of educational material for both families 
and providers.  Ms. Hanlon has presented at both the local and national level on 

various airway disorders as well as tracheostomy management.  She has also participated in airway 
workshops, leading the didactic portion of tracheostomy tube management and troubleshooting 
tracheostomy issues.  She has her Certified Otorhinolaryngology Nurse (CORLN) certification and 
member of and member of Society of Otorhinolaryngology and Head-Neck Nurses, the Aerodigestive 
Society and SENTAC.  

Yusif Hajiyev MD, PhD, MBA Medical school: Trakya University, Edirne, Turkey
Residency: Istanbul University Cerrahpasa Medical School, Istanbul, Turkey
Currently: Clinical Fellow at Texas Children’s Hospital/ Baylor College of 
Medicine, Houston, TX, USA
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Inbal Hazkani BenDror MD Pediatric Otolaryngology Fellow (combined 
research-clinical), Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, IL 
Residency- Meir Medical Center and Tel Aviv University, Israel Post residency 
training- Pediatric Otolaryngology Fellowship at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, 
Emory School of medicine, Atlanta, GA

Cheryl Hersh MS, SLP, is a pediatric speech language pathologist and 
the program lead of the Pediatric Feeding and Swallowing Center at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital.  She provides interdisciplinary care at the 
Pediatric Aerodigestive Center, the MGHfC Center for Feeding and Nutrition, and 
the Cleft and Craniofacial program.  Cheryl is published in the area of feeding 
and swallowing disorders, and is an invited speaker on the topic both nationally 
and internationally.  She holds an appointment of Assistant Professor at the 
MGH Institute of Health Professions. 

Stephanie Horton MD Candidate, BM is currently a 4th year medical student 
at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis, Tennessee. 
She was born in Jundiai, Brazil and was raised in Knoxville, TN. She graduated 
summa cum laude from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville in 2018 with a 
degree in music performance, prior to beginning medical school in that same 
year. Stephanie gained an interest in otolaryngology early on in medical school 
and had the opportunity to become involved with Dr. Sheyn’s pediatric thyroid 
cancer research at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital at the end of her first 

year of medical school. She is grateful for the opportunity to discuss her research here with you today.

N. Scott Howard, MD MBA FACS is a fellowship-trained, board-certified 
otolaryngologist and head and neck surgeon at University Hospitals Cleveland 
Medical Center and Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine.
Dr Howard specializes in treating patients with voice, throat, airway and swallowing 
problems. He offers both complex surgical treatments and minimally invasive office 
procedures to manage a wide range of head and neck diseases and disorders. He 
joined University Hospitals in 2019 and currently serves as the Director of the UH 
Voice, Airway & Swallowing Center. In his role as an assistant professor, he enjoys 

teaching residents and medical students both the art and the science of medical practice.
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Joaquin E. Jimenez MD completed an undergraduate degree in Neuroscience 
at the University of Miami, where he subsequently obtained his medical 
degree and concurrent M.S. in genomic medicine. He is currently a fourth-year 
otolaryngology resident at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center and plans 
to apply for pediatric otolaryngology fellowship.

Ian N. Jacobs MD received his BA from the University of Pennsylvania and MD 
from the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in NY. He completed an Otolaryngology 
residency at Mount Sinai Medical Center, and he was the second fellow in 
Pediatric Otolaryngology at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia in 1992. 
He was an Attending from 1992-97 at Egleston Children’s Hospital and Emory 
University in Atlanta and was at CHOP and Penn from 1997 until the present 
time, where he is currently Professor of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery. He started the Center for Pediatric Airway Disorders in 1998, which is 

currently a Frontiers’ leading program at CHOP, and he helped to start a laboratory in Biomaterials 
and Bioengineering for Pediatric Laryngology.  Dr Jacobs recruited the Dr Gottardi, the PI on the 
Tenure track at Penn. The lab has 2 post docs, 2 Visiting professors, 6 graduate students and 3 
undergraduates. Dr Jacobs also started the Button Battery Task Force to help mitigate button battery 
injuries in children and he also helped start a national Airway Course at CHOP which is used as a 
model for courses in Europe and the US. He is recipient numerous grants, awards and citations 
including the Broyles Maloney Award for button battery mitigation strategies, Seymour Jackson 
award, Coauthor on FB award 3 times and the Peter Koltai Award and in 2021 he was the recipient 
of the Chevalier Jackson Award for accomplishments in laryngology. He is married to Mara Fiarman 
Jacobs, a graduate of Wharton School at Penn. She runs the household and EFM College and Career 
Consulting. He has two daughters. One daughter, studied at Elon University and Nursing at Penn, 
works in the CICU at CHOP and the other is a sophomore at Penn.

Adam A. Karkoutli BS is a fourth-year medical student at Louisiana State 
University in New Orleans (LSU-NO). He is involved in multiple research projects 
with the department of otolaryngology at LSU. Adam graduated from the 
University of New Orleans summa cum laude in biological sciences with a focus 
on genetics/genomics research. Adam’s research interests include pediatric 
tracheostomies, vestibular schwannoma, and health equity. He is conducting 
research at Children’s Hospital – New Orleans under the guidance of Adele 
Evans, MD.  Adam is currently applying for residency in Otolaryngology. During 

residency, he hopes to continue his research in health disparities identification and reduction efforts.
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Anthony Koo MD (anesthesia) is board certified in both anesthesiology 
and in pediatric anesthesiology. He received his medical degree from Rush 
Medical College in Chicago, IL. He completed his internship and anesthesiology 
residency at the University of Washington in Seattle, WA. He finished a pediatric 
anesthesiology fellowship from the Medical College of Wisconsin’s affiliated 
hospital Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, WI. He also serves as the 
Chief Technology Officer of Valley Anesthesiology Consultants.

Lauren Kwa is a fourth year medical student who currently attends 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine. She was born and raised 
in Orlando, FL before attending Stanford University, where she graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in Human Biology. She is planning to pursue a residency 
in otolaryngology. She has broad interests including pediatrics, airway 
management, and rhinology.

Karlo Kovacic MD is Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at the Medical College 
of Wisconsin. He completed an NIH funded T-32 Pediatric Gastroenterology 
fellowship with focus on deglutitive disorders in children. His active research 
focus is in the diagnosis and treatment of pharyngoesophageal motility 
disorders in children. He is a member of the nationally recognized Feeding Team 
at Children’s Wisconsin.

Kelsey Lacourrege is a current MD/MPH candidate at LSU School of Medicine 
and School of Public Health in New Orleans, LA. She will graduate in May 2022 
and is pursuing a residency in Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery.
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Eric Levi MD, FRACS, MBBS, B.Sc, PGDipSurgAnat, MPH&TM is a Paediatric 
and Adult Otolaryngologist Head & Neck Surgeon in Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia. He is based at The Royal Children’s Hospital and St.Vincent’s Hospital 
Melbourne both affiliated with the University of Melbourne. His main interests 
include airway reconstruction and Head and Neck tumours across the lifespan.

Erin Levy AuD has been an audiologist since 2002 and has a passion for 
working with children and implantable devices. She received her Doctor of 
Audiology in 2006 from the University of Florida, her Master of Science in 
Audiology from Washington University (Central Institute for the Deaf) in St. Louis 
in 2002, and her Bachelor of Science in 2000 from St. Louis University. She holds 
a Certificate of Clinical Competence from the American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association, is a fellow of the American Academy of Audiology, and 
is licensed by the state of California for audiology and hearing instrument 

dispensing. She is also a member of AG Bell Assocation and the American Cochlear Implant Alliance. 

Maureen A. Lefton-Greif, PhD, CCC/SLP, BCS-S, ASHA-F Professor 
in Pediatrics, Otolaryngology Head/Neck Surgery & Physical Medicine/
Rehabilitation at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. She’s an expert 
clinician in pediatric feeding/swallowing and has presented on its development 
and disorders nationally and internationally.  Her research focuses on 
standardization of fluoroscopic images from bottle-fed children with dysphagia, 
respiratory-swallow coordination in progressive diseases with pediatric 
origins, and the impact of children’s feeding and swallowing problems on their 

caregivers. She has published peer-reviewed articles, chapters and books.  
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Aaron P. van der Leek BSc, MSc is a second-year medical student at the 
University of Alberta interested in otolaryngology/head and neck surgery. 
Prior to medical school Aaron completed a graduate degree in Pediatric 
epidemiology which focused on novel ways to predict development of various 
chronic respiratory illnesses. As well, Aaron was an international-level athlete 
in competitive swimming and lead his university’s varsity team as captain and 
represented Canada at multiple international competitions. He is aiming towards 
a career as a clinician scientist where he can use the skills he learned as an 

athlete and graduate student to provide cutting-edge and compassionate care to his patients.
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Lucy X. Liu is currently a 4th-year medical student at the University of Texas 
Medical School at Houston, the McGovern Medical School. She received her 
Bachelor of Science degree in Molecular and Cell Biology at the University of 
Connecticut in 2017. Her areas of research interests include epidemiology within 
Otolaryngology and Head and Neck Oncology.

Caroline Lynch BS is a current fourth-year medical student at the University 
of Cincinnati College of Medicine who is pursuing residency in Otolaryngology. 
Her current research interests include laryngology, pediatric otolaryngology, 
and HPV-associated head and neck cancer. Caroline has previously presented 
her research at national conferences and authored publications on subjects 
including surgical treatment of acquired velopharyngeal insufficiency, predictors 
of malignancy in indeterminate thyroid nodules, surgical resident operative 
volume, and the role of exercise in reducing anxiety-like behavior in rats.

Katie Liu is a native of Houston, Texas and graduated from the University 
of Texas in Austin with degrees in Biology and Psychology. She earned her 
medical degree at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston. She then went on to 
complete her residency in Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine at the University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. Dr. Liu completed her pediatric 
anesthesiology fellowship at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical 
Center in Dallas. She currently lives in Dallas, Texas and is a UT Southwestern 
assistant professor at Children’s Medical Center.

Kimberly Luu MD MPHE is an Assistant Professor in the division of Pediatric 
Otolaryngology at the University of California, San Francisco’s Department of 
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery (OHNS). She received her medical 
degree from the University of Western Ontario and completed her residency in 
Otolaryngology at the University of British Columbia. She is a former Pediatric 
Otolaryngology fellow at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. Her practice 
covers all aspects of pediatric otolaryngology. She has a particular interest 
in medical education and has obtained her Masters in Health Professions 

Education through Maastricht University.
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Rebecca CK Maunsell Associate Professor of Otorhinolaryngology Head of 
Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology Division, Faculty of Medical Sciences - State 
University of Campinas - UNICAMP  - Brazil, President of the Brazilian Academy 
of Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology (ABOPe).

Jessie Marcet-Gonzalez MSN, APRN, CPNP is a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 
in the Otolaryngology Department at Texas Children’s Hospital and Assistant 
Professor at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas. Jessie obtained her 
Primary Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Degree from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, in 2014. Her research interest focuses on improving clinical related 
outcomes for children with tracheostomy tubes, decreasing hospital visits and 
readmissions, improving follow up, and care coordination.

David Mancuso BSc is a undergraduate student working within the department 
of otolaryngology at Phoenix Children’s Hospital 

Susan Maisel MD is board-certified in pediatrics and pediatric gastroenterology 
and nutrition. She received her medical degree from the University of New 
Mexico in Albuquerque. She also completed an internship and residency at the 
University of New Mexico Hospital, and a fellowship at Cincinnati Children’s 
Medical Center. She practiced pediatric gastroenterology in Indianapolis Indiana 
for over 20 years and is now strengthening pediatrics for Banner Health in 
Phoenix area.
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Alison C. Ma MS1 is a second year medical student at the Jacobs School of 
Medicine & Biomedical Sciences (JSMBS) interested in pursuing otolaryngology. 
Prior to medical school, she studied biochemistry at Brandeis University and took 
a gap year performing research at the National Institutes of Health. At JSMBS, she 
combines her passions towards basic science and academic research in surgical 
research, and serves as a co-president for the ENT interest group, the Research 
Networking Club, and the Association of Women Surgeons Chapter at the University 
at Buffalo. Outside of school, Alison loves baking and listening to classical music!
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Soren B. Mickelson, MA, CCC-SLP graduated from Arizona State University with 
his B.S. in speech and hearing science, and completed his honors thesis studying 
the neurobiology of the brain that processes language—more specifically how 
native language networks engage new modalities (i.e. sign language). Soren went 
on to finish his Master of Arts at San Diego State University in speech, language, 
and hearing sciences, with a bilingual specialization in American Sign Language.  
His graduate research explored a similar domain of language processing and was 
later published in the Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience (MIT Press).  He has 

worked in the public-school systems and within speech/language clinics treating children with hearing 
loss.  Soren remains committed to providing evidence-based practice, therefore he is pursuing his 
Listening and Spoken Language Certification in Auditory Verbal Therapy.  Equally, he wants every child to 
have language, regardless of the modality.

Ryan Meyer BS is currently a 4th year medical student at Florida Atlantic 
University College of Medicine. His research interests have been focused on the 
surgical management of pediatric sleep disordered breathing.

Ricardo Medina-Centeno MD is a pediatric gastroenterologist with training 
and focus on motility disorders of the gastrointestinal tract at Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital (PCH). He is the director of the Pediatric Neurogastroenterology and 
Motility Program, Medical Director of the Multidisciplinary Colorectal Center 
and Co-director of the Multidisciplinary Pediatric Abdominal Pain Program at 
PCH. He completed his medical degree at the University of Puerto Rico Medical 
Sciences Campus, followed by pediatric residency at The University of Florida 
and fellowship at the University of Texas, Southwestern Medical Center with 

extra training in motility at Boston Children’s Hospital. 

Continued on the next page...

Financial Disclosures: Dr. Maisel is in private practice where she receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Dr. Maisel has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Ms. Ma has no relevant financial disclosures.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Ms. Ma has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Dr. Medina-Centeno is employed by Phoenix Children’s Hospital where he receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Dr. Medina-Centeno has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Mr. Mickelsen is employed by the Arizona State Schools for the Deaf and Blind where he receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Mr. Mickelsen has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Mr. Meyer has no relevant financial disclosures.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Mr. Meyer has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures.  

Financial Disclosures: Mr. Mancuso is employed by Phoenix Children’s Hospital where he receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Mr. Mancuso has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Dr. Maunsell is employed by State University of Campinas -Brazil where she receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Dr. Maunsell has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Ms. Marcet-Gonzalez is employed by Texas Children’s Hospital and Baylor College of Medicine 
where she receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Ms. Marcet-Gonzalez has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 



Alissa Nickerson, AuD, CCC-A, F-AAA, is a clinical audiologist specializing in 
the diagnosis and management of childhood hearing loss. She participates in 
the multidisciplinary Cochlear Implant Team at Phoenix Children’s Hospital. Dr. 
Nickerson graduated from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Speech and Hearing Sciences before continuing on to 
obtain her Doctorate of Audiology. Dr. Nickerson is a member of several professional 
organizations, including the American Academy of Audiology and the American 
Speech, Language, and Hearing Association. She has publications in the areas of 

post-baccalaureate audiology training and amplification profiles of pediatric cochlear implant users.

Monica Nagalla is a third-year medical student at Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine with a focus in pediatric otolaryngology. Her 
interests focus on socioeconomic disparities in healthcare and outcomes-based 
research.

Noelle Morrell SLP, received a Master’s degree in Communication Disorders from 
the University of Minnesota in 2006.  She has been employed at Children’s-Minnesota 
since 2008 and joined the Cleft Team at Children’s that year.  From 2008-2012 she 
filled multiple roles in Developmental and Rehabilitation Services at Children’s, in 
inpatient and outpatient speech therapy, completing competencies in complex 
swallowing and feeding disorders as well as providing outpatient speech therapy 
to children with a variety of diagnoses.  In 2012 Noelle became the primary speech 
therapist and team coordinator with the Cleft Lip and Palate Clinic, in association 
with Children’s ENT and Facial Plastic Surgery.  Noelle participates in research and 

training as well as evaluation and treatment for speech and resonance disorders, facial rehabilitation, and 
auditory rehabilitation.  
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Claire Miller PhD, SLP is the Program Director of the Aerodigestive and Esophageal 
Center/Interdisciplinary Feeding Team at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center, and holds a clinical position in the Division of Speech-Language Pathology 
at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. She holds a faculty appointment as a field service 
associate professor in the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at 
the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, and also holds an adjunct assistant 
professor appointment in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders 
at the University of Cincinnati.  Her research and clinical interests are in the area of 

pediatric dysphagia, with a focus on instrumental swallowing assessment and the clinical management 
of medically fragile infants and children with congenital and acquired airway and digestive anomalies. She 
has authored publications and presented nationally and internationally on aspects of pediatric dysphagia.
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Kanwal “Ken” Nischal MD,FAAP, FRCOphth is Professor of Ophthalmology, 
University of Pittsburgh and Director of the UPMC Children’s Eye Center, Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh and Chief of Pediatric Ophthalmology and Adult Motility. 
After graduating from King’s College Hospital Medical School, University of London, 
in 1988, Dr. Nischal trained in ophthalmology in Oxford and Birmingham in the 
United Kingdom and completed a fellowship in pediatric ophthalmology at the 
Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, Canada. In 1999, he accepted a position at 
Great Ormond Street Hospital in London, one of the oldest and most respected 

children’s hospitals in the world. There he honed his expertise in developmental disorders of the eye 
and began the first program in the United Kingdom to treat children with rare conditions that cause 
opaque corneas. His program soon became a referral center for children not only from across the 
United Kingdom but also from Europe, Africa, and the Middle East. In 2011, Dr. Nischal joined UPMC 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh as chief of the Division of Pediatric Ophthalmology, Strabismus, 
and Adult Motility. He also directs pediatric program development at the UPMC Eye Center and is a 
professor of ophthalmology at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. He is one of the world’s 
foremost pediatric eye specialists and an author of more than 200 published peer reviewed research 
articles, three textbooks and over 50 book chapters. He is the co-founder and co-executive officer of the 
registered Charity , The World Society of Paediatric Ophthalmology and Strabismus www.wspos.org  , 
which has close to 4000 members globally. His focus is on evidence based protocol led clinical care 
with clinical outcome measures as a source of clinical research. His main areas of clinical research are 
anterior segment developmental anomalies affecting the cornea, lens and trabecular meshwork. He 
has published widely in pediatric cataract, glaucoma and cornea and also craniofacial anomalies. He is 
currently Medical Director of Digital Health , UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, Assistant medical 
director for UPMC International and Vice Chair of Quality for the department of Ophthalmology.

Lavi Nissim MD is a board-certified Diagnostic and Interventional Radiologist 
with specialty training in Pediatric Body Imaging and Pediatric IR, and a 
recent staff addition to Phoenix Children’s Hospital. He comes to Arizona 
from the Northeast, where he completed medical training at the University 
of Pennsylvania. His interests include pediatric body imaging and trauma 
intervention.
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Financial Disclosures: Dr. Novak is employed by Texas Children’s Hospital and Baylor College of Medicine where she receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Dr. Novak is a member of the board of directors for SENTAC and a member of the 2021 Program Committee. 

Financial Disclosures: Ms. Nagalla has no relevant financial disclosures. 
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Ms. Nagalla has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Barb Novak PhD, CCC-A is an Audiology Advanced Clinical Specialist and the 
Newborn Hearing Screen Program Manager at Texas Children’s Hospital. She 
is also a Clinical Instructor of Audiology at Baylor College of Medicine and she 
serves on the Texas Department of State Health Services Newborn Screening 
Advisory Committee. Dr. Novak’s clinical and research interests include newborn 
hearing screening, audiologic care in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU), 
Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI), congenital cytomegalovirus 
(CMV), and Quality Improvement. 



Jacelyn Olson AuD CCC-A is a pediatric audiologist at Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital.  She specializes in the diagnosis and treatment of hearing loss 
in patients from birth to early adulthood.  Dr. Olson is a member of the 
multidisciplinary Cochlear Implant Team as well as the Newborn Hearing 
Screening team at Phoenix Children’s Hospital. Her interests also include early 
intervention, auditory evoked potentials, and hearing aids.  She graduated from 
the University of Minnesota in 2014 with a Bachelor of Arts in Speech-Language-
Hearing Sciences and a minor in Neuroscience.  She obtained her Doctorate of 

Audiology from Arizona State University in 2018. Dr. Olson is a member of the American Academy of 
Audiology and the American Speech, Language, and Hearing Association.

Todd Otteson MD is the Dean of the Blackwell-McKinley Society and Assistant 
Dean for Student Affairs at the School of Medicine. A Utah native, Dr. Otteson 
completed his undergraduate studies at Brigham Young University. He earned his 
Doctor of Medicine degree from Georgetown University School of Medicine and 
completed a residency in otolaryngology, head and neck surgery at Georgetown 
University Medical Center. He continued his training as a fellow in otolaryngology, 
head and neck surgery at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, and earned a Master’s 
of Public Health from the University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public 

Health. Dr. Otteson has been the chief of pediatric otolaryngology at Rainbow Babies and Children’s 
Hospital since 2013 and was named the James E. Arnold MD and Nancy and Tom Seitz Chair in 
Pediatric Otolaryngology in 2014.  
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Jessica (Jesi) LS Novak, AuD, CCC-A, PASC is a licensed audiologist with 
a specialty certification in pediatric audiology. She received her Doctorate of 
Audiology from Lamar University. Jesi’s interests include electrophysiology, 
hearing aids and cochlear implants, as well as treatment and follow-up with 
patients who have had ototoxic exposure. She strives to be family and child 
centered, focusing her treatment to meet the family’s goals, no matter what they 
may be. Jesi is a member of the American Academy of Audiology (AAA) and 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA).

Financial Disclosures: Dr. Novak is employed by Children’s Minnesota where she receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Dr. Novak has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Dr. Olson is employed by Phoenix Children’s Hospital where she receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Dr. Olson has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Dr. Otteson is employed by Case Western Reserve School of Medicine where he receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Dr. Otteson has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 



Nate Page MD Dr. Page graduated from Brigham Young University with a degree 
in Linguistics before continuing on to medical school at Washington University 
School of Medicine in St. Louis. Dr. Page completed otolaryngology – head and 
neck surgery residency at Washington University School of Medicine/Barnes-
Jewish Hospital. Dr. Page then furthered his pediatric training through a pediatric 
otolaryngology fellowship at Rady Children’s Hospital.  After several years in private 
practice, he started the Division of Otolaryngology at Phoenix Children’s Hospital in 
2017.  He is the medical director of the cochlear implant team at Phoenix Children’s 

Hospital. Dr. Page has written book chapters and had articles published in peer-reviewed journals.  He 
enjoys giving educational presentations on a variety of topics in pediatric otolaryngology and head and 
neck surgery.  His clinical interests include a broad range of pediatric otolaryngology, and he strongly 
supports multidisciplinary care for children with complex health care needs.   

Niraja Pancholy MS is currently a second-year medical student at Chicago 
Medical School at Rosalind Franklin University. Her interests include investigating 
the role of sleep endoscopy in complex pediatric sleep disorders.

Vicky Papaioannou M.CLSc is an Audiologist, Practice Lead and Manager of 
the Departments of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery and Communication 
Disorders at the Hospital for Sick Children.  Vicky has a keen interest in cochlear 
implants, particularly in the area of candidacy assessment.  She is also interested 
in Newborn Hearing Screening and early intervention in hearing loss with infants 
and young children.  Vicky is an Associate Professor at the University of Toronto in 
the Department of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery.
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Justine Philteos MD is a PGY2 resident in Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery 
at the University of Toronto.

James D. Phillips, MD attended Vanderbilt University for undergraduate studies 
as well as medical school.  He completed residency at the University of Alabama 
Birmingham in otolaryngology head and neck surgery and elected to further 
specialize his training with a two-year fellowship in pediatric otolaryngology 
at the University of Arkansas for the Medical Sciences. Dr. Phillips returned to 
Vanderbilt Children’s hospital in 2016 as an assistant professor. Along with his 
general pediatric otolaryngology practice, Dr. Phillips has helped to develop 
robust multidisciplinary clinics for cleft lip and palate as well as vascular 

anomalies and serves as director for these clinics. He also directs a multidisciplinary conference 
for the treatment of velopharyngeal insufficiency. Dr. Phillips is an active member of the American 
Society of Pediatric Otolaryngology, the International Society for the Study of Vascular Anomalies, and 
the American Cleft Palate Association. He has authored or co-authored many peer reviewed articles 
as well as various textbook chapters.  Dr. Phillips cares deeply about extending surgical care to the 
third world and conducted surgical mission efforts to Guatemala, Haiti, and Mexico.  Outside of work, 
Dr. Phillips enjoys many various outdoor activities with his wife and young children. He is a diehard 
Tennessee football fan and a longtime fantasy football enthusiast. 
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Jaclyn Pederson, MHI With more than a decade of experience in program 
development and nonprofit management, Jaclyn Pederson’s broad knowledge of 
programming in the public and social sectors includes strategic initiative design, 
fund development, grant writing, healthcare systems, healthcare innovation, 
and community engagement. A system thinker and positive team builder, she 
uses transformational leadership principals to develop energized and efficient 
workgroups that influence significant organizational and systemic change for all 
affected by pediatric feeding disorder –such as the effort to create a stand-alone 

diagnosis code for PFD. Named in the 2017 Class of 40 under 40 by the Phoenix Business Journal, 
Jaclyn was recently elevated to the CEO position at Feeding Matters after working for nearly 8 years 
to advance the system of care for children with PFD.  Jaclyn serves as past president of the YNPN 
Phoenix Board of Directors and is a current member of the ASU Lodestar Center for Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Innovation’s Leadership Council.  
Financial Disclosures: Ms. Pederson is employed by Feeding Matters where she receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Ms. Pederson has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Dr. Phillips is employed by Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital where he receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Dr. Phillips has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Dr. Philteos is employed by the University of Toronto where she receives a salary.
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Anne-Sophie Prévost MD, FRCSC is a Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology-Head 
and Neck Surgery fellow at the Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids) in Toronto, 
Canada. She completed her undergraduate medical studies at Université Laval 
(QC, Canada), before undergoing specialty training at the Université de Sherbrooke 
(QC, Canada).  

Julie Purdy PhD has been a part of the Audiology team at Rady Children’s 
Hospital since 2007 and became the manager of audiology in 2014. She earned a 
Doctor of Philosophy at the University of Utah in 1990, specializing in multicultural 
audiology and aging. She earned her Master of Science in 1985 and her Bachelor 
of Arts in 1983, both in communication disorders from Brigham Young University 
in Provo, Utah. Julie holds a Certificate of Clinical Competence from the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association, is a fellow of the American Academy of 
Audiology and is licensed by the state of California.

Linah Qasim is currently a senior resident at Department of Otolaryngology Head 
and Neck Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, King Abdulaziz University. ORL-HNS-M2 at 
King Abdulaziz University.

Brianne Barnett Roby, MD is a Pediatric Otolaryngologist at Children’s Hospital 
of Minnesota.  She is an Assistant Professor of Otolaryngology at the University 
of Minnesota-Department of Otolaryngology. She is also the fellowship director 
for the Pediatric Otolaryngology fellowship at Children’s of Minnesota.  She 
completed residency at University of Minnesota in 2013 and completed her 
Pediatric Otolaryngology fellowship at Children’s Colorado in 2014. Dr. Roby’s 
recent publications include speech outcomes in patients with velocardiofacial 
syndrome, cleft palate outcomes, and surgical outcomes in management of 

pediatric head and neck abnormalities.  Her ongoing research focuses on surgical outcomes in cleft 
lip and palate patients. She is clinical director of the Cleft Team at the St. Paul campus.
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Michael J. Rutter MD, FRACS Pediatric Otolaryngologist and Director of the 
Aerodigestive and Esophageal Center at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center,  Professor at the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine. Dr. Rutter is 
internationally known for his expertise in the management of pediatric aspiration, 
management of congenital tracheal stenosis, management of pediatric 
sleep apnea, management of adult airway disease and continued progress in 
management of complex airway disease. He has presented extensively, authored 
over 120 peer reviewed articles, and over 40 book chapters, and holds 4 patents.

Caroline Sabatino, AuD is a pediatric audiologist at Phoenix Children’s Hospital. 
She graduated with a Doctorate in Audiology from A.T. Still University in 2016. 
After graduation, Caroline moved to San Antonio, Texas to work at Sunshine 
Cottage School for Deaf Children, an oral school for children with hearing loss. 
In 2018, Caroline returned to Arizona to be closer to family and started work at 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital. In the spirit of merging medical and educational 
needs for children with hearing loss, Phoenix Children’s Hospital has partnered 
with Desert Voices Oral Learning to provide students with remote microphone 

technology. Caroline is the managing audiologist for this exciting initiative.
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LCDR Stefan Rozycki MD is currently a PGY-5 with the Naval Medical Center 
San Diego Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery Program.  After graduating 
medical school at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences 
in 2013, he completed his Otolaryngology internship at Naval Medical Center 
Portsmouth.  Upon completion, he was selected to attend the Naval Undersea 
Medical Institute for radiation, dive, and underwater medicine training, where 
he additionally completed Dive School at the Naval Dive and Salvage Training 
Command in Panama City, FL.  He then acted as the Department Head for the 

Naval Submarine Support Command in Pearl Harbor, HI, where he oversaw the medical readiness 
for two separate submarine squadrons in the Pacific Fleet.  During this time he became a qualified 
Submarine Medical Officer, and participated in the Seal Delivery Vehicle training operations.  He was 
also selected to be the sole medical representative for ICE-X, a multinational training operation in 
the arctic for weapons and navigation testing.  He then returned in 2018 to complete his residency 
training at Naval Medical Center San Diego.  LCDR Rozycki is married to his amazing wife, Julianna 
Rozycki, and they have three magnificent children (Troy, Owen, and Nina), along with a corgi dog, 
Duke, who acts as the kitchen vacuum cleaner.  
Financial Disclosures: Dr. Rozycki is employed by Naval Medical Center San Diego where he receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Dr. Rozycki has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 

Financial Disclosures: Dr. Rutter is employed by Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center and the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine where 
he receives a salary. He also receives financial support from Bryan Medical and Tracoe.
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Gretchen Sackmann AuD is a practicing pediatric audiologist at Children’s 
Wisconsin.  She attended schooling at The University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
and The University of Northern Colorado.  She recently passed a board exam to 
earn the Pediatric Audiology Specialty Certification, and is one of a handful of 
audiologists who holds this certification in the state.  She helped to create an 
inpatient audiology team, and enjoys performing auditory brainstem response 
testing on our youngest, most high-risk patients in order to ensure optimal 
hearing for speech and language development.  Gretchen is a mother to four 

young children including twin girls, and is happily married.

Ari Saravia BS is a third-year medical student at Louisiana State University New 
Orleans. In his first year, he developed a love for head and neck anatomy and 
witnessed the joy of taking care of children with ear, nose, and throat disorders. 
He has since worked with the Department of Otolaryngology on various research 
projects, with interests in health equity and health care access. He is also a 
National Medical Foundation Diverse Scholar, through which he is working on 
a project to reduce language barriers in his community. He hopes to train as an 
otolaryngologist and continue developing as an academic and community leader.
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Financial Disclosures: Dr. Sackmann is employed by Children’s Wisconsin where she receives a salary.
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Financial Disclosures: Dr. Shay is employed by Children’s Wisconsin and Medical College of Wisconsin where she receives a salary.
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Financial Disclosures: Dr. Shah is employed by University Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital where he 
receives a salary.
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Jay Shah MD is a pediatric otolaryngologist (ear, nose and throat specialist) at 
University Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital.  He is the medical 
director of the pediatric aerodigestive program at Rainbow Babies & Children’s 
Hospital. He also serves as a CPT alternate advisor for the American Academy 
of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery. 

Sophie G. Shay MD (ENT) is a fellowship-trained pediatric otolaryngologist and 
assistant professor at Children’s Wisconsin and Medical College of Wisconsin 
in Milwaukee, WI. She graduated magna cum laude from Duke University before 
going to the University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine where she 
graduated with honors. Following that, she did her otolaryngology residency 
training through the Department of Head and Neck Surgery at the University 
of California-Los Angeles. Dr Shay completed her pediatric otolaryngology 
fellowship training in 2018 through Northwestern University – Ann and Robert H. 

Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago and joined the Division of Pediatric Otolaryngology at Children’s 
Wisconsin in the fall of 2018. Her clinical interests include pediatric rhinosinusitis and anterior skull 
base surgery, complex pediatric airway management, and aerodigestive disorders. 



Deepa Shivnani DNB ENT, MNAMS is an Otolaryngologist who has completed 
her fellowship in Pediatric Otolaryngology with advanced training in Pediatric
Airway. She is a highly motivated surgeon with over 5 years of surgical 
experience in a tertiary care hospital in India. During her practice, she realized 
the need of a non-invasive screening technique for timely evaluation of airway 
disorders in pediatric emergency department. She has leveraged her surgical 
experience to expand her knowledge of sonography techniques with a laser 
sharp focus on pediatric airway. Deepa’s objective is to improve the quick 

diagnosis and treatment plan in critically compromised airway and provide a cost effective and 
non- invasive alterative diagnostic solution for little patients. She has many publications in various 
indexed journal and served as reviewer for prestigious ENT journals. She has been selected as POCUS 
ambassador from country India for Point of care ultrasound academy partnered with Inteleos.
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Kristine Snouffer AuD received her Doctorate of Audiology from The Ohio State 
University and is employed by  University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Dr. Snouffer specializes in hearing health for all ages, including 
infant diagnostic auditory brainstem response testing, pediatric and adult hearing 
aid fittings, bone anchored hearing devices, and cochlear implants. She also works 
with dizziness patients with diagnostic videonystagmography testing, VHIT testing, 
electrocochleography, and vestibular evoked myogenic potentials testing. 

Jon Skirko MD is the Director of Pediatric Otolaryngology at the University 
of Arizona and the Medical Director of the Cleft and Craniofacial Program 
at Banner – University Medicine Tucson. Dr. Skirko obtained his Doctor of 
Medicine at the University of Washington and stayed in Seattle for his residency 
in Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery.  At the University of Washington, he 
completed a two-year clinical research fellowship with the support of a NIH 
T32 training grant while also obtaining an MPH in Epidemiology. Dr. Skirko then 
continued his surgical training at Colorado Children’s Hospital in Denver with 
a fellowship in pediatric otolaryngology. Dr. Skirko is a Surgeon-Scientist with 
funded research from several federal and private institutes. His research allows 

him to extend his impact in the lives of children with cleft lip and cleft palate beyond those he can 
personally treat. His research is funded through grants awarded by the National Institute of Dental 
and Craniofacial Research and Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI). Both projects 
work to advance clinical research for young children with Pierre Robin Sequence.

Financial Disclosures: Dr. Shivnani is employed by a tertiary care hospital in India where she receives a salary.
Nonfinancial Disclosures: Dr. Shivnani has no relevant nonfinancial disclosures. 
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Financial Disclosures: Dr. Snouffer is employed by University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center where she receives a salary.
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Kristen Stanton AuD serves as an audiologist on the cochlear implant, hearing 
aid, and vestibular evaluation management teams at Rady Children’s Hospital. 
Prior to her work at Rady Children’s Hospital, she completed her audiology 
externship at Cleveland Clinic. She received her Doctor of Audiology degree 
from Indiana University, where she also earned a Bachelor of Music in Trumpet 
Performance. Kristen holds a Certificate of Clinical Competence from the 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association and is licensed by the state of 
California for audiology and hearing instrument dispensing. 

Roberto N. Solis MD is a current third-year otolaryngology resident at the 
University of California, Davis. He is originally from south Texas and went to 
Lehigh University in Pennsylvania for college. From there he went to medical 
school at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso. He has an 
interest in pursuing a pediatric otolaryngology fellowship with a strong desire 
to serve a Latino population and to focus his career on medical education and 
global surgery.
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Pranit Sunkara is a 4th year medical student at Wayne State University 
SOM. His research interests include treatments for keloids and tonsillectomy 
management.

Brandon Tapasak BS is a third-year medical student at the University of Central 
Florida College of Medicine and is a student researcher at Nemours Children’s 
Health System with the Division of Otolaryngology under the guidance of Dr. 
Cedric V. Pritchett. Brandon is interested in becoming an Otolaryngologist 
and is proud to be able to present his research today. Brandon took a slightly 
circuitous course to medicine after obtaining his undergraduate degree from the 
University of Florida in mechanical engineering. In addition to his medical school 
studies, Brandon helps the underserved at the Apopka and Nemours free clinics 
in addition to being the student body president for his classmates. Brandon is 

proud to present --- on behalf of his co-researchers --- their research on deafness secondary to CMV 
infection.



Rahilla Tarfa PHD1 Born in Gainesville, GA and raised in Kano, Nigeria, 
Rahilla is a 4th-year medical student at the University of Pittsburgh, School of 
Medicine (PittMed) with a passion for advocacy, volunteerism, and biomedical 
research. In college, while obtaining a bachelor’s in Bioinformatics and 
computational biology, she promoted school-wide concerns while serving as 
a Senator in the Student Government Association. During this time, she also 
developed a passion for biomedical research, and afterwards, pursued a Ph.D. 
in Neuroscience through the Brown-NIH Graduate Partnership Program. Here, 
she developed a desire to further apply her research work in alleviating human 

diseases and pursued a medical degree afterwards. At Pitt Med, she continued her advocacy as a 
member of the curriculum committee and co-host of The Pitt Med Radio Hour podcast, promoting 
student voices. She also served as a First-year coordinator and member of the Student National 
Medical Association (SNMA), contributing to fundraising efforts. As a second year, she served as a 
co-coordinator of the ENT student interest group, promoting visibility of the field among students. She 
currently serves as the Academic Affairs Co-Chair for SNMA Region VIII. She is currently engaged 
in biomedical research, working on screening novel compounds that could alleviate the burden of 
tinnitus, a disease that disproportionately affects veterans. In her spare time, she loves to watch 
movies and shows, spend time with friends and family, and write.
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Prasad John Thottam MD, DO is a Pediatric Otolaryngologist, Director of 
Beaumont Children’s Hospital Aerodigestive Center and managing partner at 
Michigan Pediatric ENT Associates. He is an Assistant Professor at Oakland 
University William Beaumont School of Medicine and Michigan State University. 
Dr. Thottam has a concentration on pediatric airway and aerodigestive 
diseases and specializes in all aspects of pediatric Otolaryngology. He has 
been a presenter both nationally and internationally, has over 40 publications, 
and has authored multiple book chapters, all on pediatric associated diseases. 

MaryRoz Timbang MD is the department’s new pediatric otolaryngology 
fellow, based at Arkansas Children’s Hospital. Timbang earned her medical 
degree from Case Western Reserve.  She completed her residency in 
otolaryngology – head and neck surgery at University of California, Davis 
Medical School.  She enjoys spending time with her family, drawing, painting, 
hiking, piano and baking.

Financial Disclosures: Ms. Tarfa has no relevant financial disclosures.
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Robert Tuliszewski MD I am extremely excited to be continuing my training 
at Rady Children’s Hospital.  As someone who loves caring for children and 
working with families, the ability to work with a similarly passionate team to 
deliver excellent care was paramount in my choice for fellowship.  From the 
moment I met the team at Rady Children’s, I felt a kinship in their approach in 
caring for children. The staff are national leaders in peds otolaryngology and 
have been wonderful mentors as I develop my surgical, clinical and research 
skills. Additionally, they have been extremely supportive in developing my 
career goals.  As a hospital that provides care internationally, the ability to care 

for diverse and complex patients is truly a unique opportunity at Rady Children’s. I feel fortunate to 
be part of a team of such excellent and caring providers.

Luis Vilchez MD A Costa Rican native, Dr Vilchez-Madrigal graduated with 
distinction from the Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery from the University of 
Costa Rica. He completed a Fellowship in Pediatric Otolaryngology-Head & Neck 
Surgery, at  The Hospital for Sick Children, afilliated to the University of Toronto.
Dr. Vilchez-Madrigal returned to his country where is currently involved in 
teaching in Pediatrics as well as in the Otolaryngology Department of the 
University of Costa Rica.
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Dana I. Williams (Ursea) MD, Gastroenterologist is a pediatric 
gastroenterologist in Phoenix, Arizona and is affiliated with multiple hospitals 
in the area, including Phoenix Children’s Hospital and St. Joseph’s Hospital and 
Medical Center. She received her medical degree from Carol Davila University of 
Medicine and Pharmacy and has been in practice for more than 20 years.

Joshua Wood, MD is a pediatric otolaryngologist at LeBonheur Children’s 
Hospital in Memphis, TN and is an Assistant Professor with the University of 
Tennessee Health Science Center. He completed his otolaryngology residency at 
The University Tennesse Health Science Center, and a pediatric otolaryngology 
fellowship at The Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. He has a keen interest in 
childhood hearing loss and cochlear implantation, as well as surgical treatment 
of chronic ear disease including endoscopic ear surgery. 



Lindsay Zombek, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert AVT is a Supervisor for Speech 
Language Pathology-Academic Region with University Hospitals Cleveland 
Medical Center (Cleveland, OH). She works with the Cochlear Implant Program 
providing aural rehabilitation for children and adults with hearing loss.   She has 
published chapters and articles related to her work with children and adults with 
hearing loss and additionally presents and teaches internationally on topics 
related to aural rehabilitation and hearing loss.

Faisal Zawawi MD, MSc, FRCSC Pediatric Otolaryngologist - head & neck 
surgeon, chairman of the cochlear implants & hearing aids unit and Director of 
Residency Training Program at KAU. My research focuses on development & 
improvement of hearing and speech in children. Other research interests include 
investigating various rare disorders including primary ciliary dyskinesia and 
cystic fibrosis and their effects on the upper airway and auditory & vestibular 
systems.

Jim Woodward MD is a Pediatric Pulmonologist at Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
for the past 23 years. He was one of the founding members of the Aerodigestive 
Program at PCH. His interests also include severe asthma, chronic home 
ventilation and tracheostomy care, and respiratory care for Neuromuscular 
diseases.

Continued on the next page...
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