
We will use our social media platforms to send out “time-sensitive alerts” about COVID-19 related 
webinars [information for receiving emergency funds, new CDC guidelines, Teledentistry and 
insurance coding]; tips for managing your emotional health as well as your families emotional 
health; and information about how the dental professional workforce is engaging in the Coronavirus 
battle.  

During this pandemic of the Coronavirus (COVID-19), one of the most devastating health crises this 
world has ever seen, the National Dental Association wants to assure its members that we are here 
for you. Our commitment is to our members, our students, our NDA family and our communities. 
Our goal is to address the issues and concerns that COVID-19 has created; and to help provide 
answers that are not only evidence-based, but that are also mindful of the stress and uncertainty 
that the Coronavirus brings. The NDA Coronavirus Task Force will continue to explore all options for 
providing the resources that will protect your health and sustain your businesses. 
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We are going to need your help and will be seeking your input on many levels.   It is essential that communication channels with our 
NDA chapters and NDA family organizations are “wide-open” to provide for this critical exchange of information.  In addition to the 
weekly updates on our web page, and daily updates on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, we will also be communicating with our 
State and local Executive Committees, and the Executive Committees of our NDA family of organizations.  We are developing a multi-
level approach to navigate this crisis and restore our lives back to normalcy. We encourage you to send important information FROM 
YOUR STATE to help us to update this web page. We would also like for you to send the locations of Coronoavirus testing sites and 
any other pertinent information to update the State Resources information page. (ndapresidentcv19@gmail.com) 

Sheila L. Armstrong, DDS, FACD, FICD

The National Dental Association is a strong and resilient organization.  We have served over 44 million African American and other 
communities of color for over 105 years. The National Dental Association will continue its legacy of leadership and tradition of 
service…and we will continue to be here for you. Together, we shall overcome!

96th President, National Dental Association 

The National Dental Association is here to support you:
1. As trusted health professionals. YOUR voice is the voice of credibility and comfort that your patients need to hear. Your 

commitment to improving health outcomes in vulnerable populations is proof of your dedication to the welfare and well-
being of your communities.  Policymakers and legislators in your states must be made aware of the pivotal role you play in 
keeping high-risk patients out of hospital emergency departments during this crisis.

2. As business owners. You are CEO's, responsible not only for rendering care, but also for management of personnel, human 
resources, health facility management, equipment maintenance, procuring inventory and supplies, and numerous other 
responsibilities. Your businesses and your employees play a vital role in the economy and tax base. On March 27, 2020 
President Trump signed the federal CARES ACT stimulus plan to assist small businesses like our dental practices.  Grants of 
up to $10k are available for employee sick leave (COVID-19 related), mortgage or rent payments, and other office overhead 
expenses. (www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance)

3. As servant leaders. You can offer your leadership skills by participating in virtual townhall meetings for your churches, 
fraternities, sororities, civic and social organizations. Yours is the voice of moral authority that is needed NOW.

4. As mentors. You are needed to work with and support our dental students, pre-dental students and HBCU Alumni 
associations by offering moral support and financial assistance. Words of encouragement and perseverance are needed 
now more than ever.
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