
Sunday, September 27 ~ 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Today’s text is likely unfamiliar to many and it is quite hard to 

read. A famine strikes the land and the world falls apart 

around Rizpah, one of Saul’s secondary or low-status wives. 

Her sons are murdered, offered as human sacrifices in an 

effort to end the famine. Instead of receiving a proper burial, 

they are lynched on a mountain and left there to rot. In 

response, Rizpah publicly laments their death, staying with the 

bodies at the top of the mountain for months, enduring the rainy season. When King David hears 

about Rizpah’s public display of grief, he retrieves the men’s bones and buries them properly 

with Saul in Saul’s family grave. How do we grieve in the wake of unthinkable injustice and loss? 

Rizpah shows us an honest, unapologetic grief and persistent strength in honoring the innocent 

lives of those taken from her. Her public unraveling motivates the king to amend, as best he can, 

some of his wrongs. 

 

Prelude:  Variations on “Unter der Linden grüne”    Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck 

 

Gathering Words/Welcome and Announcements 

 

SERVICE OF WORD AND PRAYER 

 

If possible, prepare your worship space with a cup filled with water and an empty bowl. The 

presence of water reminds us of God's forgiveness that comes to us through the Sacrament of 

Baptism. During this time of physical distance and fasting from the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion, we cling with confident hope to the promise that by God's love and grace, we are 

made one with Christ in baptism. 

 

Call to Worship and Confession: 

 

When we come to this space, we bring all of ourselves.  

We bring joy and hope, dreams and prayers, grief and doubt, memories and heartache.  

God meets us here.  

God hears our prayers and sees our scars.  

With open hearts and authenticity, let us worship good and gracious God.  

As we gather, we confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Gracious God, 

Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 

done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen  



Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen 

 

Giving thanks that we become brothers and sisters in Christ through the gift of baptism, we share 

God's peace with one another. May the peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Greet those with whom you worship physically with a sign of peace, extend the peace of Christ 

through the comments section or text to those who are at a distance. 

 

 

Gathering Hymn :   God’s Work Our Hands      

 

 
(More music on the following page) 



 
 

Greeting: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day: 

Let us pray. O Lord God, may we moved by and respond to the unraveling of others. We pray in 

the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 

 

Children’s Moment 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 

Song of Thanksgiving:  

 

 
 



 
 

Reading: 2 Samuel 21:1-14 (from The Message Translation of the Bible) 

A reading from Second Samuel:  

There was a famine in David’s time. It went on year after year after year—three years. David 

went to GOD seeking the reason. 

GOD said, “This is because there is blood on Saul and his house, from the time he massacred the 

Gibeonites.” 

2 So the king called the Gibeonites together for consultation. (The Gibeonites were not part of 

Israel; they were what was left of the Amorites, and protected by a treaty with Israel. But Saul, a 

fanatic for the honor of Israel and Judah, tried to kill them off.) 



3 David addressed the Gibeonites: “What can I do for you? How can I compensate you so that 

you will bless GOD’s legacy of land and people?” 

4 The Gibeonites replied, “We don’t want any money from Saul and his family. And it’s not up to 

us to put anyone in Israel to death.” 

But David persisted: “What are you saying I should do for you?” 

5-6 Then they told the king, “The man who tried to get rid of us, who schemed to wipe us off the 

map of Israel—well, let seven of his sons be handed over to us to be executed—hanged before 

GOD at Gibeah of Saul, the holy mountain.” 

And David agreed, “I’ll hand them over to you.” 

7-9 The king spared Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, because of the promise David 

and Jonathan had spoken before GOD. But the king selected Armoni and Mephibosheth, the two 

sons that Rizpah daughter of Aiah had borne to Saul, plus the five sons that Saul’s daughter 

Merab had borne to Adriel son of Barzillai the Meholathite. He turned them over to the 

Gibeonites who hanged them on the mountain before GOD—all seven died together. Harvest was 

just getting underway, the beginning of the barley harvest, when they were executed. 

10 Rizpah daughter of Aiah took rough burlap and spread it out for herself on a rock from the 

beginning of the harvest until the heavy rains started. She kept the birds away from the bodies by 

day and the wild animals by night. 

11-14 David was told what she had done, this Rizpah daughter of Aiah and concubine of Saul. He 

then went and got the remains of Saul and Jonathan his son from the leaders at Jabesh Gilead 

(who had rescued them from the town square at Beth Shan where the Philistines had hung them 

after striking them down at Gilboa). He gathered up their remains and brought them together 

with the dead bodies of the seven who had just been hanged. The bodies were taken back to the 

land of Benjamin and given a decent burial in the tomb of Kish, Saul’s father. 

They did everything the king ordered to be done. That cleared things up: from then on God 

responded to Israel’s prayers for the land. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 

  



 

Hymn of the Day:   Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service   712 

 

 



Apostles Creed: 

In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. 

 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering  

Though we meet virtually, the ministry of God’s people at BLC continues. 

Our worship is complete when we bring all of our resources to receive 

God’s blessing and fulfill God’s purpose. This time of uncertainty and 

reduced physical contact gives us ever more opportunities to share our 

abundance – of compassion, of time, and of material resources.  If you are 

able, please continue your financial commitment to BLC.   

If you would like to make a one-time gift electronically, scan the QR (quick 

response) code on the right and you'll be brought to BLC's mobile giving page. For recurring 

gifts, download the Tithe.ly app. Checks may also be mailed to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 48 

Perrin Street, Fairport, NY 14450.  

 

Whatever form your offering takes, we give thanks to God for you and your generosity. 

 

Offering of Music:    

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot         arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 

Chancel Bells (Director, Annette Finkbeiner) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Offertory:           (WOV pg. 50) 

 

 

 
 

Offertory Prayer: 

Let us pray. Merciful God,  

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our time, and 

our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

The Prayers of the People: 

In the silences of our prayer you are encouraged to remember those whose needs are known to 

us listed below. You may also lift up the name of someone in need of prayer in the comments of 

our worship livestream.  

 

Though physically distant, you call us into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us 

pray for our shared world. 

 



Lord, we pray for those whom we seek justice. We pray that our cultures will adapt to new views 

and behaviors so that all are equal in your eyes. God of compassion, 

hear our prayer. 
  

We pray for the congregation of Bethlehem and for your church around the world. Today we 

pray for these members and friends of Bethlehem and their families: Jeff & Ruth, Dan & Anne 

(David & Catherine), Fran, Andrew & Karalyn (Eleanor, William, Alexander & Charlotte), 

Aaron & Koosje (Vivian & Roxanne), Jim & Allyson (Sarah & Anna), Katherine. We also pray 

for our sisters and brothers in our twinned parish in Shurugwi, Zimbabwe. We offer prayers of 

love and commitment for Cori and Stephen Cavilia, joined in marriage on Friday. God of 

compassion, 

hear our prayer.  
 

God of compassion, We pray for those suffering from addiction, those who are sick disabled and 

those who are affected by the Corona Virus. God, you know our needs better than we ourselves. 

Hear the prayers that we offer now, spoken aloud and kept silent in our hearts.  
 

We lift up prayers of thanksgiving for: 

• Cori and Stephen, joined in marriage on 9/25. Cori is the daughter of Marcy & Tom. 
 

We pray for the people who are struggling in body, mind or spirit: 
 

Those in need of healing, especially:  

• Mariah (8-year old, great granddaughter of Toni & Jerry), who has been diagnosed with a 

condition that could permanently impact her vision 

• Betty, who is receiving end of life care at Friendly Home.  

• Waverly (friend of Phyllis) who is seeking a donor and awaiting a kidney transplant 

• Paula, recently hospitalized and currently receiving care at Fairport Baptist Home 

• Those impacted by fires, hurricanes and other disasters, especially Kathy & Cindy, Penny 

and her family (who are all family and friends of Kathy) 

• Those who are involved with the ongoing work of caregiving for loved ones 

• Those who are infected with the Coronavirus and their caregivers 
 

Heal us Lord. God of compassion, 

hear our prayer. 
  

Oh God, leader of all, we pray for all who are in leadership positions. We pray that leaders of our 

communities, our country, leaders of business and leaders of our church will ask for your 

strength to serve those that they were appointed to lead. Free them from evil intentions and from 

the bindings of organizational construct. Free their minds that they may serve. God of 

compassion, 

hear our prayer.  

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught: 



Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 

 

WE LEAVE TO SERVE: 
 

Benediction for God’s Work Our Hands Week of Service: 

 

The God of compassion, hope and joy, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, 

Bless our ☩ feet to carry us into places of need. 

Bless our ☩ lips to proclaim love and mercy. 

Bless our ☩ hearts to love and listen to those we encounter. 

Bless our ☩ hands to care for the needs of our neighbors. 

Bless us to be a blessing to others, now and always.  
Amen 

 

Sending Hymn:   Great God, Your Love Has Called Us           #358 

(See the following page for music) 

Dismissal: 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude: Postlude on “Lyons”     (ELW #825)       Mark Albrecht 

 

  



 

Sending Hymn:      Great God, Your Love Has Called Us         #358 

 
 



 

 

 
Calendar for week of September 27 – October 4 

 
(Updated on 9/23/20 at 12 noon, visit https://blcfairport.org/event-directory/ for updates) 

Sunday, September 27 
  God’s work. Our hands.  
     Week of Service Begins! 
  8:30 am Facebook  
     Premiere Worship (recording 
     available following worship)   

Monday, September 28 
  6:00 pm Virtual Youth Choir 
     (Contact Annette Finkbeiner for  
     details to join!) 
  7:00 pm Zoom* GFL  
     Confirmation  
     (Join ID 859 4816 8778) 

Tuesday, September 29 
  7:30 pm Zoom* Women’s  
     Fellowship 
     (Join ID 842 5930 5184) 

 

Wednesday, September 30 
  9:30 am Zoom* Bible Study 
     (Join or use ID 943 3691 2942) 
  6:30 pm Chancel Bells 
  7:30 pm Zoom* Chancel Choir  
     Rehearsal 

Thursday, October 1 
  6:30 pm Zoom*Officers 

Friday, October 2 
  Pastor’s Sabbath 
  10:00 am BLC Folk Group  

Saturday, October 3 

Sunday, October 4 
  Faith Formation Kick-Off 
  8:30 am Facebook  
     Livestream 
     Worship (recording 
     available following worship)   
  9:45 am Zoom* Coffee with a  
     Pastor  
     (Join or use ID 823 7018 2058) 
  10:00 am Meet-up at Center Park  
     for families of  
     Pre-K through 5th grade 
  7:30 pm Zoom* LYO 
     (Join or use ID 818 2417 6546) 

 
 

 

Pastor Hoffman is away through the month of September. Please contact Pastor Amy with any pastoral care 
needs.  

For additional details about any of the meetings, events and activities listed above contact the church office! 

Church Office Hours: We continue to hold remote office hours M-F from 9 am to 12 noon. During these times, please 
call (585) 223-0634 to reach us directly, otherwise you may continue to email us at office@blcfairport.org and we’ll 
respond as we’re able. For further assistance or urgent pastoral care needs outside of office hours, please call the office 
and leave a message on the pastoral care line.  Pastor Amy remains available by phone and email at other times.  

*To join any of our BLC Zoom meetings, use the ID provided or contact the church office and/or group 
organizer. 

*Zoom Options: For recurring meetings, the info will remain the same each time. Participants can join with the link 
provided (above where applicable, or via email), or by using the Meeting ID and manually enter the password (the 10-
digit BLC phone number with area code, no spaces or hyphens). Please contact the group leader or the church 
office for assistance or additional details! If you have trouble accessing a Zoom meeting in real-time, 
you can call or text (585) 364-2129 for assistance. 

 

 

  

https://blcfairport.org/event-directory/f
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85948168778?pwd=VjB3cXVxUllUVjRXOWJLSlQvb0lmQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84259305184?pwd=VWFDYWRUSmw0K0R1blpKUVdJNWRFdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/94336912942?pwd=cy9JY25zT2tmVUYvOGU0TktqNTE2Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82370182058?pwd=YkJRSEMxSTdKUFBPWkJQdzIwYkRvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81824176546?pwd=N3E4M1BrMUJHYXB1U2QraTEyb2pmQT09
mailto:office@blcfairport.org


 

Reflection 

 

Do you miss greeting people face to face? Do you think about your church friends and 

wonder how they are? Do you wonder if anyone is wondering about you and missing 

you? We do, too. We miss the chatting in the narthex – time to say “Hi, how’s school?”, 

“How’s work?” “How are you?”, “What’s new at your house?” We miss seeing those 

familiar faces in worship and in the narthex. It’s all part of being a community, a 

community of God. We miss that community as well as the derivative of community, 

communion. Although we are not currently celebrating communion, we're working on 

various ways to keep fostering community in worship. 

Narthex Chats will be added to in our Sunday Worship. They will be inserted near the 

postlude so be sure to listen to the end. Each will begin with a prerecorded generic 

greeting. Each greeting will be followed by a response from someone, perhaps you. We 

will be sending directions for recording this week to a sampling of families. If you are 

not part of the first trial group, but would like to be included in the next, please send an 

email to office@blcfairport.org. Watch for these to begin within the next few weeks.   

~ GerryAnn Westcott 

 

P.S. The re-opening team continues to work with Council to put plans in place for how we 

can celebrate communion together again in the future. 

 

This week marks Bethlehem’s God Work Our Hands week of service. Help us celebrate 

your service to our neighbors by sharing your activity with us through our website at 

https://blcfairport.org/gods-work-our-hands/. (Look there for ideas, if you’re still 

wondering what you could do!) When you do your activity, do us a favor and take a 

picture and send it to office@blcfairport.org. We’ll incorporate the pictures we receive 

into a celebration as part of our October 4 worship service.  The Serve Our Neighbors 

section of this week’s Star includes lots of information as well. Be sure to take a look.  
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