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This booklet contains: 

• Bible studies (for use in Bible Study Group, or on your own). 

• Space for Sermon Notes. 

• Table Talk Activities to complete with your household mid-week 

(or meeting up for coffee with another household).   

• Space to tick off your personal reading of the whole of 1 Samuel. 

Also, there will be a chocolate bar prize for each person (adult or child) 

who attends Church for all 8 weeks! 

Sermon Series: 

Sermon Date Section Title Readings 

18/7/2021 1 Samuel 1-3 A Prophet of the 
LORD. 

1 Samuel 3,  
Luke 1:46-55 

25/7/2021 1 Samuel 4-7 God in a Box? 1 Samuel 4,  
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

1/8/2021* 1 Samuel 8-
11:11 

A King Like the 
Other Nations. 

1 Samuel 8,  
Romans 12:1-8 

8/8/2021 1 Samuel 
11:12-15:35 

To obey is better 
than sacrifice. 

1 Samuel 15,  
Hebrews 10:1-10 

15/8/2021 1 Samuel 16-
17 

A King After God’s 
Own Heart. 

1 Samuel 16,  
Acts 13:13-41 

22/8/2021 1 Samuel 18-
20 

Loved and Hated. 1 Samuel 20,  
Luke 14:25-35 

29/8/2021^ 1 Samuel 21-
28:2 

Trusting God on 
the run. 

1 Samuel 24,  
Psalm 57 

5/9/2021 1 Samuel 
28:3-31 

The King is Dead, 
Long Live the King! 

1 Samuel 30-31,  
Matthew 28:16-20 

12/9/2021 Bishop’s Pick Confirmation(5pm) Bishop’s Pick 

N/A Financial Faithfulness Bible Study  
(Following from Seminar on 29th August, 2:30pm) 

*Church Weekend Away is 30/7-1/8 (services as normal). 

^The Financial Faithfulness Seminar is 2:30-4:30pm, 29th August @ Wilton 

Church.  
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Reading 1 Samuel 
Tick off the chapters of 1 Samuel as you read the whole book for yourself:

□ 1 

□ 2 

□ 3 

□ 4 

□ 5 

□ 6 

□ 7 

□ 8 

□ 9 

□ 10 

□ 11 

□ 12 

□ 13 

□ 14 

□ 15 

□ 16 

□ 17 

□ 18 

□ 19 

□ 20 

□ 21 

□ 22 

□ 23 

□ 24 

□ 25 

□ 26 

□ 27 

□ 28 

□ 29 

□ 30 

□ 31

https://stbarts.com.au/sermon/1-samuel-01
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/1-2-samuel/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/1-2-samuel/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/1-samuel/


Study 1 – 1 Samuel 1-3: A Prophet of the LORD 
Think about your deep friendships and the people you know well and trust 

– what is it that makes those friendships deep and special? 

Read Judges 21:24-25. 
What do you know of the history of Israel to this point?  What does the 

final verse of Judges tell you about the state of the nation as we pick up 

the narrative of 1 Samuel?  

Read 1 Samuel 1:1-11. 
Draw a diagram that captures the dynamics of Elkanah’s family life. 

 

How would you summarise Hannah’s troubles?   

What does she ask God for and what does she promise in return? 

Read 1 Samuel 2:1-10. 
What does Hannah’s prayer say about God and who he is?  When in your 

life have you seen God work in these ways? 
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Why do you think Hannah ends by mentioning the King and the anointed?   

Read Philippians 2:1-11.  What echoes of Hannah’s prayer do you see in 

this Philippians passage? 

How do you cope with troubles in your life?  How does reading Hannah’s 

situation and prayer help you? 

Read 1 Samuel 3 
In chapter 2, we saw the sinfulness of Eli’s sons and the judgement against 

his house.  What are the key differences between Eli’s sons and Samuel (cf 

2:25 and 3:10)? 

What does verse 7 reveal to you about how one comes to know the LORD?   

How do we come to know the LORD (read Matthew 11:25-27)?  How 

should this shape the way we live and operate as Christians? 

If listening to God is so important, what practical steps might you take this 

week to listen better to God and his Word? (be ready to reflect on this 

question next week)  
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Sermon Notes – 18/7/2021:  

1 Samuel 1-3: A Prophet of the LORD  
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Table Talk 1:  
Go round the table, with everyone sharing highlights and lowlights of your 

day to practice listening to each other.  This is how we get to know each 

other better and share in each other’s lives. 

How do we get to know God better?  How do we listen to him? 

[OPTIONAL] Watch the Bible Project 1 Samuel Overview video on youtube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJOju5Dw0V0 

Who is your favourite leader / teacher / hero?  What makes them a leader 

worth following?  What makes them a person worth listening to?  Write 

down the most important qualities for a leader / teacher / hero on the 

person below: 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJOju5Dw0V0
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Study 2 - 1 Samuel 4-7: God in a Box? 
[RECAP] Last week we considered how we would listen to God better.  

How have you gone this week at doing what you said you would do?  Any 

reflections or learnings on how this was helpful? 

What is the difference between thinking ‘God is on my side’, compared to 

‘I am on God’s side’?  What examples of both kinds of thinking do you see 

around the world or in the Church? 

Read 1 Samuel 4:1-11 
Who do the Israelites think is responsible for their defeat by the Philistines 

in their first encounter (see vs 3)? 

Why do both the Israelites and Philistines think things will turn out 

differently in the second encounter (see vs 5-9)? 

Why do you think the ark of the LORD made no difference in battle and 

was allowed to be captured by the Philistines? 

Read 1 Samuel 5:1-12 
Why did the Philistines put the ark of the covenant next to the statue of 

Dagon? 
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What happens to the statue of Dagon, to the people of Ashdod and 

subsequently the people of Gath? 

Think of some ways that we might take good things and then use them to 

treat God as a 'lucky charm' (Some examples to get you started thinking: 

wearing a cross necklace; prayer; communion; water baptism; daily quiet 

time) How can we ensure that we are truly trusting God and not just 

treating him as a lucky charm? 

Read 1 Samuel 6:1-7:2 
What three pieces of advice are given by the Philistine religious leaders as 

to what to do with the ark? 

Why do the Israelites ask ‘who can stand in the presence of the LORD, this 

holy God’?  What lesson do you think the Israelites have learned 

throughout this whole ordeal?   

Read Hebrews 10:19-22.   
On what basis we can stand in the presence of the LORD?   

What practical steps or habits will you implement this week to help you to 

properly revere God as God, and ensure you’re not treating him as a ‘lucky 

charm’?  
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Sermon Notes – 25/7/2021: 

1 Samuel 4-7: God in a Box?  
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Table Talk 2:  
It’s easy over time to take the people closest to you for granted.  What 

things do you sometimes take for granted in your household? [eg: 

Someone always cooks dinner and nobody thanks them for this or offers to 

take a turn].  Write a list or draw a picture below of all the things each 

person in your household does that you are thankful for.  How can we 

ensure we maintain healthy relationships instead of just taking each other 

for granted? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection Question: What was your favourite part of 1 Samuel so far 

(there are some pretty funny stories)?  What is the most significant thing 

you’ve learned about God?  How can you sometimes take God for granted 

and just assume he’s on your side, without really maintaining a good 

relationship with him and remembering you’re on HIS side? 

Prayer: Say sorry to God for the times you’ve treated him more like a lucky 

charm than the God who deserves our worship and obedience.  Pray for 

help to revere and worship him in our lives.  
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Study 3 – 1 Samuel 8-11:11: A King Like the Other 

Nations. 
[RECAP] Last week we considered habits to properly revere God as God in 

our lives.  How did you go at implementing these this past week? 

If you had to pick a leader from anywhere in the world today to rule 

Australia, who would you choose and why? 

Read 1 Samuel 8:1-22. 
What cycle is repeating itself in verses 1-3 (cf 1 Samuel 2:12-17)?  Why 

were the elders so anxious (v4-5)? 

Why is Samuel so offended by the people’s request for a king? 

Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20.  How does the King described here compare 

to the King the people are requesting in 1 Samuel 8? 

In what ways do we reject God as our King today?  Who are we in danger 

of listening to and following in place of him? 

What does Samuel say the king they are asking for will really be like? 
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How does Jesus Kingship in our lives compare to the kingly qualities 

Samuel describes? 

Why do you think the LORD decides to give the people a King like they’ve 

asked for?   

Read 1 Samuel 9:1-11:11 (or just read 10:9-27). 
After reading this long section, what are your impressions of Saul?  Make a 

list of pros and cons for Saul as a potential leader?  How do you think the 

people who demanded a king would feel about Saul as their King? 

How do you reconcile Samuel’s words about the people rejecting God as 

King with 10:24 where Saul is described as God’s chosen King for them? 

How is Saul transformed from the one too timid to share Samuel’s words 

to him (10:14-16) and hiding amongst the supplies (10:22); to the one 

uniting Israel in defeating the Ammonites? 

What hints does this passage give us about the sort of leaders we should 

be looking for?  How might we exhibit some of these leadership qualities in 

our own roles as parents/spouses/workmates/neighbours etc…?  What’s 

one practical way we can we do that this week?  
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Sermon Notes – 1/8/2021: 

1 Samuel 8-11:11: A King Like the Other Nations. 
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Table Talk 3:  
Choose household members to play the parts of Samuel, the LORD, Saul, 

the narrator and the people.  Either act out or read 1 Samuel 10:17-27 in 

parts.  (If you live on your own, call someone up and choose parts to read 

on the phone – or invite someone round for a meal to do the ‘table talk’). 

What does Samuel accuse the people of? 

Draw a picture of Saul below – what stands out about him?  What are the 

good and bad things about him as a King for God’s people?  How does Saul 

compare to Jesus as King?  What are the good and (potentially bad) things 

about Jesus as King? 

Consider rewards for household members who have done a good job 

acting out the parts, drawing Saul or answering questions. 
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Study 4 – 1 Samuel 11:12-15:35: To obey is better 

than sacrifice. 
[RECAP] How did you go at being a better ‘leader’ in your life this week? 

What do you think are the most dangerous temptations for a Christian 

leader? 

Read 1 Samuel 11:12-12:25. 
As Samuel recounts Israel’s history, how many times do they fail?  How 

many ‘second chances’ has God given them so far? 

Why does God send a thunderstorm upon them? 

Why does the Lord not reject his people whom he has made as his own? 

(v20-22) 

What role does the King now play and what relationship does he have with 

God and with the nation (v14, v25)? 

Extension question: Read 1 Samuel 13-14 and compare and contrast the 

characters of Saul, Samuel and Jonathan.   
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Read 1 Samuel 15. 
What did the LORD ask Saul to do to the Amalekites?   

How is God’s punishment (‘total destruction’) of the Amalekites different 

from genocide (deliberate killing of a nation or culture)? 

What did Saul fail to do?  What other comments paint Saul in a bad light?  

(read 1 Samuel 13:7-14 for yet another failure and consequence). 

What was the consequence of Saul’s failure?  How does he try to make 

amends? 

How has Saul’s Kingship fulfilled Samuel’s predictions of what a ‘king like 

the other nations’ would be like (1 Samuel 8:10-18)? 

How does Saul’s kingship help us see and understand the greatness of King 

Jesus?  What stands out about Jesus’ kingship in contrast to Saul’s? 

In what way is obedience better than sacrifice?  What modern examples 

can you think of equivalent to Saul’s failures for us and others?  Are there 

any ways you go through the motions of ‘religiosity’ but aren’t really 

obeying God at his Word – how can you prevent this from happening?  
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Sermon Notes – 8/8/2021 

1 Samuel 11:12-15:35: To Obey is Better than 

Sacrifice.  
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Table Talk 4: Quiz Time! 
One night this week have dinner together with your household (or invite 

people over) and test yourselves using this quiz.  Special dessert to each 

person who gets at least 6 out of 10!  (you’ll need to check your answers 

by looking them up in 1 Samuel itself). 

1. Fill in the blank: ‘And … continued to grow in stature and favour 

with he Lord and with people’. 

2. The name of the God of the Philistines who is mentioned in 1 

Samuel 4 and 5 is… 

3. Name one of the sons of Eli (a bonus point if you can name both). 

4. What happens when Eli hears about the ark? 

5. What is the name given to Eli’s grandson at birth? 

6. What disaster happens to the Philistines when they take the ark of 

the covenant into their own territory? 

7. What were the names of Elkanah’s two wives? 

8. Complete this sentence: ‘In those days the … was rare’. 

9. When the god of the Philistines falls before the ark of the 

covenant, what parts of him fall off? 

10. What sin finally caused Eli to challenge his sons? 
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Study 5 – 1 Samuel 16-17: A King After God’s Own 

Heart. 
[RECAP] How did you go at ensuring you are obeying God and not just 

going through the motions? 

Have you ever misjudged a person when you first met them? Or can you 

think of someone that was different to what you expected once you got to 

know them?  

Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13. 
What does the LORD ask Samuel to do? 

Why is Samuel worried about undertaking this task and how does the 

LORD assure him and help him? 

What is different about the choosing of David from the choosing of Saul (cf 

16:1-3, 8:19-22)?  Who is making the decision?  What is the decision based 

on? 

Read 1 Samuel 16:14-23. 
What role do you notice the Spirit of the LORD and the evil spirit play in 1 

Samuel 16? 
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How does David help Saul?  What do you think Saul would think if he knew 

of what happened in the first half of chapter 16 to David? 

Read 1 Samuel 17. 
The story of David and Goliath is possibly one of the best known from the 

whole Bible.  From things you’ve previously heard/learned, what is the 

main point of this story? 

Write down what words or characteristics you associate with the three 

main characters of this story: 

Goliath Saul/Israel David 

Who do you most associate with out of these characters?  Do you think 

one of these characters gives us insight into who Jesus will be?  Given your 

research on each of these characters above, what do you think the main 

point of this chapter might be?   

In what ways does God see things differently from the normal human 

perspective in this chapter?   

How should God’s perspective help us see our own lives differently?  What 

can you do this week to help you see things through God’s perspective?  
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Sermon Notes – 15/8/2021 

1 Samuel 16-17: A King After God’s Own Heart.  
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Table Talk 5: 
If you were picking people to be on your sporting team, who would you 

pick and why? 

When Jesse lined up his sons for Samuel, why wasn’t David there?   

Draw Goliath on a toilet roll holder, stand him up at the end of the table, 

make a slingshot and take turns trying to shoot down Goliath with 

marshmallows (for ideas: https://biblegamescentral.com/defeat-the-

giant/). 

Fill out the table as best you can to compare David and Goliath: 

 David Goliath 

Age   

Height   

Experience   

armour   

weapons   

Get a measuring tape and compare the heights of the two on the wall? 

Did it look like David would be able to win against Goliath?  Who was the 

decisive factor in the battle: David or Goliath or somebody else (17:45)?  

What made David want to fight Goliath in the first place (17:26)? 

What do we learn about God from this story?  How will that help us to 

trust God? 

 

 

  

https://biblegamescentral.com/defeat-the-giant/
https://biblegamescentral.com/defeat-the-giant/
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Study 6 – 1 Samuel 18-20: Loved and Hated. 
[RECAP] How did you go at seeing life through God’s perspective this 

week? 

Have you ever been jealous of another person’s success?  Have you ever 

been able to celebrate the success of another person?  Why do you think 

you had these different reactions to the success of another person? 

Read 1 Samuel 18:1-16 
How would you describe the web of relationships between Saul, Jonathan 

and David?  What is the covenant between Jonathan and David?  What 

could be the significance of Jonathan giving his clothes to David? 

How is the rising and falling of Saul and David an example of what Hannah 

described in her song back in chapter 2?  How else have you seen 

Hannah’s song governing the events of 1 Samuel so far? 

Why do you think Saul struggled to ‘get on board’ with all that God was 

doing through David?  Do you think that you ever resist God’s will and 

purpose?  How so? 

If we delight ultimately in God’s purposes, how does that practically cause 

us to delight in how God is at work in others, even if we struggle to see 

how he is at work in us? 
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Read 1 Samuel 20. 
How does Jonathan rescue and protect David throughout this chapter? 

How is it evident that God is the one behind David being kept safe? 

David was anointed in secret by Samuel back in chapter 16.  What progress 

have we seen towards David’s kingship since then? 

What do we learn from these chapters about what happens when you line 

yourself up with God’s purposes?  What do we learn about what happens 

when you set yourself against God’s purposes? 

As those who live after Christ’s coming, how do we line up with God’s 

purposes in His Messiah? 

Read Colossians 3:1-4.  How will having our life hidden with Christ, and 

therefore goals and ambitions aligned with his shape our attitudes towards 

others? 

NB: Have you set aside the time to attend the Financial Faithfulness 

Seminar on Sunday 29th August 2:30pm at Wilton Anglican Church?  It will 

be a really worthwhile seminar for helping you think wisely about how you 

steward the resources God has blessed you with.  
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Sermon Notes – 22/8/2021 

1 Samuel 18-20: Loved and Hated.  



27 
 

Table Talk 6: 
If you’re in a 100m race, how do you feel about a competitor that’s really 

fast? 

If you’re in a football team how do you feel about a team mate that’s 

really fast? 

If you're in the workplace, how do you feel about a colleague getting a 

promotion?  

If you're a parent, how do you feel about another parent's children 

succeeding where yours don't? 

How do you think Saul and David viewed each other (competitors or team 

mates)? 

How should Saul and David’s mutual allegiance to God have shaped their 

relationship to each other? 

How does our living for Jesus Christ shape our relationship with each 

other? 
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Study 7 – 1 Samuel 21-28:2: Trusting God on the 

Run. 
Have you ever felt frustrated by the speed at which God seems to be 

(apparently) working?  How does it make you feel when God doesn’t seem 

to be coming good on his promises? 

If you’re meeting with others for this study, split into three 

groups and assign each one of these passages: Samuel 24:1-22; 

1 Samuel 25:1-44; and 1 Samuel 26:1-25.   
Each group should:  Read your passage out loud.  Identify the characters 

involved and what you learn about them.  What did they do right?  What 

did they do wrong?  Who are they compared to? 

 

If in a group, come back together for each group to share their findings 

with the others.  What are the common themes throughout these 

chapters? 

Why does David decide to wait upon God, rather than take matters into his 

own hands? 

Have you ever been tempted to ‘rush ahead’ of God?  How so?  What 

promises of God do you find it difficult to be patient and wait for? 
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Why does David put so much importance on ‘the LORD’s anointed’ – what 

does this phrase mean?  Read the following passages for clues: 1 Samuel 

16:6; 1 Samuel 24:6,10; 1 Samuel 26:11,16,23; 2 Samuel 1:14,16.  Kings 

and priests were anointed with oil as part of their commissioning.  Look up 

the literal meaning of ‘Messiah’ or ‘Christ’.  How does this all connect? 

What is David’s ultimate source of hope?  How do we have even more 

reason to hope? 

How are these chapters reinforcing the principles of Hannah’s prayer back 

in chapter 2 that the LORD humbles and exalts – and that he will give 

strength to his anointed? (2:7,10 especially). 

What difference does it make to your life to know that this is how God 

operates?  What difference does it make to your life that you can be 

certain of future glory? 

What circumstances are you finding difficult to trust God with? 

What can you do this week to help you grow in patience, endurance and 

hope?    
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Sermon Notes – 29/8/2021 

1 Samuel 21-28:2: Trusting God on the Run.  
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Table Talk 7: 
Have a go at drawing the movements of David and Saul on the map in 

different colours as Saul chases David around the countryside.  

[OPTIONAL] – Look up on google maps how long it would take to walk 

between each place. 

 
Play a game of ‘steal the keys’ (someone sits blindfolded on a chair with a 

bowl with keys in it and a pool noodle or similar. Others try to sneak up 

and steal the keys without being hit by the pool noodle). 

David sneaks up on Saul without killing him twice.  What things does he 

steal to show Saul that he got close enough but didn’t kill him? 

Why does David refuse to hurt Saul when Saul is trying to kill him?  
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Study 8 – 1 Samuel 30-31: The King is Dead, Long 

Live the King! 
How can we consult God when we have a decision to make?  How 

easy/hard is this to do? 

Read 1 Samuel 28:3-25. 
What is the state of the nation at the beginning of this chapter?  Why does 

God not answer Saul (v6)?  What does Saul do about it? 

What do you do when it feels like God doesn’t answer your prayers?  How 

is our situation different because of Jesus? 

Do you find the medium at Endor’s success in bringing up Samuel 

surprising?  Why shouldn’t we get involved in such spiritual practices if 

they work? 

Read 1 Samuel 30 
What is different between Saul and David in these chapters?  What do you 

see is commendable about David’s leadership throughout this chapter? 

David consults God over many of the decisions that he makes (30:8).  What 

is different about the way Saul and David consult God and the outcomes of 

the consultation? 
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David had a special relationship with God as the ‘LORD’s anointed’ – how 

can and should we consult God over decisions we make?  Which decisions 

should we consult him over? 

Read 1 Samuel 31. 
How do you feel about Saul’s death?  How do you think the other 

characters in 1 Samuel feel about Saul’s death (the people, David, 

Jonathan, the Philistines)? 

What are the main differences between Saul and David’s characters and 

leadership styles throughout 1 Samuel? How is David a model for Jesus, 

the Messiah (anointed one) to come?  How is David NOT a model for 

Jesus? 

How has Hannah’s song back in chapter 2 shaped the whole narrative of 1 

Samuel?  What have you learned about godly leadership through 1 

Samuel? 

1 and 2 Samuel were originally written as one book, it was only limited 

‘scroll length’ that means they are now published separately.  What 

questions do you have at this point in the story?  What do you think will 

happen in 2 Samuel?  (You’ll have to wait until next year to find out when 

we look at 2 Samuel in Church – or you can get on and read it straight 

away of course      )  
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Sermon Notes – 5/9/2021 

1 Samuel 30-31: The King is Dead, Long Live the 

King!  
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Table Talk 8: 
Write down the words and main actions you associate with each of these 

characters throughout 1 Samuel: 

Samuel Saul David 

   

How has God used each of these characters to begin to establish the 

Kingship for Israel? 

How do each of these characters help us understand the ultimate King, 

Jesus (some by comparison, some by contrast)? 

What is the biggest lesson you’ve learned from 1 Samuel?  How would you 

explain that lesson to someone else who is a Christian?  How would you 

explain that lesson to someone who isn’t a Christian yet? 
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Study 9 - Financial Faithfulness 

A Small Group Bible Study from Thesauros 

Consulting (© MATT621 PTY LTD / www.thesauros.com.au) 

 

This Bible Study follows directly on from the ‘Financial Faithfulness 

Seminar’ on 29th August 2:30pm at Wilton Anglican Church and is 

provided by Thesauros Consulting.  If you weren’t able to attend, you can 

get someone who did to share with you what they learned.  The ‘three 

stewardship principles’ over the page offer a very brief summary. 

 

THESAUROS Consulting is honoured to work together with your church. It 

is our prayer that all Christians take more responsibility and be more 

accountable for the resources that God has entrusted us – and do so with 

utmost joy. 

 

We welcome any feedback and comments so that we may continue to 

improve. Please email us at info@thesauros.com.au or call/text us on 0403 

990 679. 

 

Please also visit our website to learn how we can guide you in making 

sound and wise financial decisions for your own unique circumstance. 

(www.thesauros.com.au/for-individuals) 

  

http://www.thesauros.com.au/
mailto:info@thesauros.com.au
http://www.thesauros.com.au/for-individuals
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Three Stewardship Principles 

Give us today our 
daily bread. 

(Matthew 6:11)

It is right to pray for 
and receive our 
daily bread (our 

basic needs).

There’s no guilt in 
spending money on 

basics (food, 
shelter, clothes, 
means to work)

The earth belongs 
to God! Everything 
in all the world is 

his! (Ps. 24:1)

We aren’t the 
owners. We are 
God’s stewards 
managing His 

resources for His 
purposes.

Every financial 
decision considers 

“Would God be 
pleased?”

But seek first his 
kingdom and his 

righteousness 
(Matthew 6:33a)

If we have more 
than our basic 

needs, we steward 
the surplus 

primarily for the 
Kingdom.

We shouldn’t spend 
more on our 

pleasure/ 
entertainment than 
giving to church and 

mission.
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Discussion: 
Ask if anyone in your group 

currently has a family budget and 

have them share how their budget 

has helped them in their financial 

decisions. 
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