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Rector’s Report to the Annual Meeting 

of St. Peter & St. Paul, Marietta, Georgia, 11/15/2020 

The Rev. Tom Pumphrey 

 

Our Mission is Growing Disciples of Jesus Christ. We believe that God has a vision for us 

as a Christian Community, empowered by the Holy Spirit, active in the Worship of God, 

Discipleship for all ages, Serving Christ in the world.  

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

God has blessed us richly in this parish with many resources. Especially, God has blessed us with 

the resources of faithful people. In particular, we thank God for a gifted staff: 

 

• Nancy Wellham, our new Parish Administrator, who joined our staff two weeks before 

we closed the office! Nancy has been a blessing to us as we adapt to changing situations.  

• George Chesnut, Director of Music, who continues to lead the choir pastorally, and to 

glorify God through music online, both in worship and in his recitals and educational 

videos teaching us about the hymns we sing.  

• Matt Martin, our Youth Minister and Camie Schade, our Director of Children’s Ministry, 

who continue to be creative in finding new ways to connect with children, youth and their 

families. We are blessed that Matt has been able to gather with Youth in person again 

starting this fall, with youth groups meeting in the Pavilion. Our volunteers youth leaders 

have been essential to the continued vitality of this ministry. 

• Bob Marks, our Facilities Manager, has worked on numerous maintenance projects, 

insuring that our building will be in fantastic shape when we return.  

• Davina Kuhn, our Financial Administrator has brought her years of experience in church 

finances to help support us in this dynamic time. 

• Ali Metcalf, our new Administrative Assistant, has advanced the quality of our print and 

electronic communications. Ali has been critical to our ability to share the Good News as 

we shifted more and more to online ministry.  

• The Rev. Elisa Harres, our Associate Rector for 12 years has been a stalwart pastoral 

presence in a time when so many of us have needs. She has grieved with us, celebrated 

with us, and helped us to find God’s presence alive and well in a tumultuous year.  

• We also want to thank Suzy Bristow, our Parish Administrator who retired in January 

after over 17 years of faithful service. Thank you, Suzy, for dedication to this parish and 

its staff and leaders. 

 

Thanks also to our Vestry: 

• Rachel Buhler, Senior Warden 

• Tom Gotschall, Junior Warden 

• Chuck Matheson, Treasurer 

• Susan Sherrard, Clerk 

• Leigh Mickalonis, Recorder 

• Kendall Gilreath, our Youth Vestry Member 

taking over from Robert Della Bernarda in August 

• Merrilee Allen  
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• Larry Kelley 

• Susan Sherrard, who is filling a vacancy for Rich Walker, who moved to Washington 

State last year 

• Marci Thomas who is finishing her third year on the vestry this year 

• Dale Dodson, who is filling a vacancy left by Rob Fleshman when he stepped down this 

summer.  

• Thanks to Rob for his leadership on the vestry and Finance Team.  

 

Especially, we thank Marci and Rachel for their service as they retire from their term on the 

vestry at the end of this year. Rachel, I thank you for serving on the Executive Team as Clerk last 

year and Senior Warden this year. You have been a blessing to me this year especially, and you 

are a blessing to this church. This whole vestry is another year of fine leaders with whom I am 

privileged to share ministry.  

 

Thanks also to our Ministry Leaders: Tom Martin for Service, Shawn McIntire for Worship, Kim 

Nancarrow, Martin Trively and Susan Sherrard for Education, Kathryn Fant for Evangelism, 

Marci Thomas for Pastoral Care, Roger Sherrard for Stewardship, and Greg Doherty for 

Buildings & Grounds. 

 

Diocese of Atlanta Annual Council 

Friday and Saturday we participated in the Diocese of Atlanta’s Annual Council, an online affair 

this year. There were two resolutions: one taking note of the First Nations peoples in Georgia: 

Native Americans whose history we share, and whose experience of that history has been frought 

with discrimination and tragedy. The other resolution opposed the citizen’s arrest law in Georgia, 

in the aftermath of the death of Ahmaud Arbery this summer, and in view of other examples of 

the abuse of this law. Our delegates were Jay Croft, Jonathan Nadybal, Kim Nancarrow, Tom 

Mimms and Chuck Matheson. Chuck was an Alternate and he took over for Robert Della 

Bernarda who couldn’t make it. Robert is the fourth teenager in four years elected as a delegate 

to Annual Council.  

 

 

Rector’s Report 

Rachel Buhler, our Senior Warden, gave an excellent snapshot of our ministries in 2020. We 

have had to adapt constantly to continue to be the body of Christ and live as the body of Christ. 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we continued to grow disciples of Jesus Christ, to Worship God, 

and to Serve Christ in the World. The Christian Community has lived through pandemics and 

wars and famines and persecutions in centuries past, and we will continue to live through this 

pandemic, and thrive.  

 

COVID has caused enormous disruption to the world, to our nation and county, and to this 

church. Thankfully, none of our members has died from the disease, but several have been 

infected, and some of our relatives and friends have been sick. Being unable to gather in person 

has been an extraordinary loss for us. Not knowing when that will turn around has been deeply 

discouraging. We thirst for the fullness of communion. We hunger for physical Christian 

fellowship. And sustaining relationships and ministry in these days has been hard duty indeed. 
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In my weekly email to the parish this week, I compared our situation to guard duty in the 

military. Military personnel are people of action. Standing still is not the natural posture of a 

soldier. Guard duty, or keeping watch in a siege, or waiting for orders is one of the hardest things 

to ask of a soldier. And yet, guard duty has its essential role in keeping the peace and staying 

strong. In this epidemic, we feel hamstrung in ministry, and we are without the usual comforts 

and delights of Christian fellowship. But our commanding officer has not asked us to stand 

down, and indeed our Lord asks us to keep watch, and to take new initiative in challenging times. 

 

I am so impressed with how this parish responded when the lockdown first came into place in 

March. So many people stepped forward to call people, to encourage people, to learn new 

methods of staying connected, to tackle challenges of how to serve the poor and needy in a 

restricted environment. We had a burst of energy to weather the storm. But then the storm 

lingered. Like a hurricane that stalls on the coast and dumps inch after inch of rainfall, this 

disruption continues to linger and threatens to wear us out. I know that many of you are 

frustrated and tired. I know that many of you are lonely. I know that many of you are worried 

and sad. I continue to feel all those same reactions myself. And each day, I throw myself on 

God’s mercy and lean on him for the strength to answer his call to us. 

 

I believe that this is a crucial time for us as God’s people. This is a time when we are tested. This 

experience will reveal what the true foundation of our church is and what really matters to us. Is 

our commitment based on weekend habits? Holiday traditions? Being a center of enjoyable 

activities? Or is the foundation of our faith a commitment to Jesus Christ and relationships in 

Christ with each other? 

 

Being a Christian still feels easy and pleasing in some places in the U.S. But for long centuries in 

our history, and for many today, being a Christian is a costly decision. Being a Christian is a 

decision for God that means life and death to those who choose it. Mother Elisa said it well in 

her sermon last week as she called us to renew our commitment to Jesus, and rekindle our love 

for the Lord who loved us at great cost. 

 

In the years to come, if we are to thrive as a church, we must become more and more a 

community of deep devotion and clear purpose—committed and determined to grow and serve 

our Lord first, seeking first not our comforts, but seeking first to bear good fruit for our Lord. For 

in seeing the grace of God flourish—there will be the joy of our reward. The trappings and 

comforts of church may or may not be there, but the joy of our master will be there, and if God’s 

joy is our committed goal, then we are sure to thrive. 

 

My remarks at the annual meeting are usually forward looking. But we don’t really know what 

the future will bring, do we? We each have control over our part; we are stewards of our 

resources and our calls from God. But we don’t know how others will respond. Regardless of 

how others will respond, how will you respond? 

 

We don’t know what the future holds. We don’t know, as Chuck described, how our income will 

finish this year. We don’t know how our pledges for 2021 will finish. So many who have 

pledged before are silent. We don’t know what that means. Does it mean they aren’t going to 

make a pledge? Does it mean they will pledge less or more? Does it mean they have checked-out 
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and aren’t paying attention? We don’t know. So we don’t really know how to plan for ministry 

either.  

 

We don’t know when we will gather for worship inside in substantial numbers. 

We don’t know when we will have a safe and effective vaccine. 

We don’t know when the epidemic in Georgia will be over. 

We don’t know when we will be able to shake hands and embrace each other again. 

And when it’s over, we don’t know who will return, or who will have drifted away. 

We don’t know what our ministries will look like. 

 

But there are things that we do know. 

 

We know that when this is over, we want to be ready to support our choirs and sing again. We 

want to be ready to teach our children and engage our youth, to welcome people into our 

fellowship and to make and strengthen new relationships. We want to sustain our community 

during this time so that we are spiritually strong when the restrictions end. Each of us has a 

choice before us: to step back and contribute to the spiritual drift of the church, or to step 

forward in faith and contribute to the spiritual vitality of the church, in prayer and study and 

service, in pastoral care and reaching out to sustain Christian relationships. 

 

More than that, however, the test of this epidemic is to find out where our strength lies. If our 

strength is in our activities and human organization, then we will have failed, and the fruit of that 

failure will be apparent. If, however, our strength lies in the living God, then we will thrive. 

There are many things that we don’t know, but there are some things that we know for sure. 

 

We know that at the end of this crisis God will be with us.  

We know that as this crisis continues, God will be with us. 

We know that God has given abundant resources to his people to help them grow disciples of his 

son. 

We know that God empowers us when we step forward in ministry facing the challenges when 

it’s easy and when it’s hard. 

 

Let me share with you one of Jesus’ parables, that seems apropos to this message. 

 

[Jesus said] “ “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 

and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 

much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, 

they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth 

grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears[a] listen!” 

 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was 

sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and 

when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23549a
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As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 

world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 

yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”  

-Matthew 13:3b-9; 18-23 

 

Let anyone with ears listen! There is fertile ground here in these days and in this parish. Some 

seed is growing and some shoots are bearing fruit. And God continues to call for the harvest. 

Will you put your roots in fertile soil? Will you bear fruit for our Lord?  

 

Don’t lose heart in this season, my friends in Christ. Don’t lose heart. God invites you to share in 

his joy, and he gives you all that you need to bear fruit for his kingdom. As we approach Advent, 

keep watch—keep awake—keep steady in faithfulness to God each day. Find God at home each 

day. Wherever you are, say your prayers, seek God’s voice in scripture, reach out to support 

others and to be supported by others. When the season changes, and even now when the times 

are hard, you will enter into the joy of the Lord! 

 

 

 

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this 

parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all 

things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your 

holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 817) 

 

Gracious Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth, in all truth with 

all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is 

amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is 

divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. (BCP, p. 816) 

 


