
A d v e n t  W r e a t h
S e r v i c e

We hope this  resource wil l  help you and your loved
ones rediscover the Gift  of  God this  Christmas.  

–The Rev.  Tom Pumphrey

Before meals  in Advent,
for individuals  or  groups



ADVENT means COMING, and we know that  Christmas is
coming,  but  the season of  Advent reminds us there is  more to
Christmas preparations than gift  l ists,  frantic  shopping,  school
plays and party schedules.  Al l  the December activities  make it
easy to put off  preparing our hearts  for  the true meaning of  our
Christmas celebration.  The Advent wreath helps us keep a
balance in our l ives during the weeks of  expectancy.  
 
The tradition of  the family  gathered around the table  before a
meal,  l ighting Advent candles,  saying Advent prayers and
sharing appropriate readings helps us to prepare our hearts  for
the coming of  Jesus at  Christmas --  as  for  many centuries God
prepared the world for  the birth of  Jesus.  The circle  of  the
wreath reminds us that  God has no beginning and no end. The
evergreens represent the promise of  eternal  l ife.  The candles
represent Jesus'  overcoming the darkness of  hatred and evi l  with
the l ight  of  joy and love.  

The brief  ritual  described below, and on the fol lowing pages,  is
to be used each evening when the family  gathers,  beginning on
the first  of  the four Sundays in Advent and continuing each day
of  the week.  Adapt it  i f  you l ike to include other prayers and
verses.  Some prefer  to use "Advent Blue"  candles.  Other
traditions use purple candles,  or  a  pink candle for  the third
week.  You may also choose to add a white "Christ  candle"  in the
center to l ight  on Christmas Eve.  (Adapted from www.ecvp.org,
2015)



I. Lighting the Candle(s). Someone lights the candle(s) according to the week of Advent. The
pink candle is for the third week in Advent. The person lighting the candle says: 

I light this candle as a reminder to prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus.

Leader: The Lord be with you
Response: And also with you
Leader: Let us pray

II. The Collect for the Week (either one person or all pray together)

Prayer for the first week of Advent
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;  through him who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer for the second week of Advent
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer for the third week of Advent
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,
now and forever. Amen.

Prayer for the fourth week of Advent
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



III. Bible Reading (see below for suggested Bible readings)

Week 1
Isaiah 40:1-5 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received
from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare
the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people
shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

Leader: The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God

Week 2
Matthew 3:1-11 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." This is the one of whom
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'" Now John wore clothing of camel's
hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the
people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan,
and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw
many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not
presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
"I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire.

Leader: The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God



Week 3
Luke 1:26-38 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is
with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him
the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"
The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." Then
Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word."
Then the angel departed from her.

Leader: The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God

Week 4
Matthew 1:18-23 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved
to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins." All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 

Leader: The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God



IV. Prayers 
People offer their prayers and thanksgivings

The Lord’s Prayer (all together)

Leader: Let us bless the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God.
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