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Good morning and welcome – to a rather unusual Parish Meeting that tops off a very unusual 
year! 
 
It has been an honor to serve as Senior Warden this year. Most people, when they first found 
out I had agreed to serve in the position, asked if I was ready to be Senior Warden during 
Father Tom’s sabbatical. Eleven months later, I cannot really help but think that leading the 
parish while Father Tom was on sabbatical would have indeed been a piece of cake compared 
with what we have dealt with. 
 
2020 started as most years do – in January, Sunday school and discipleship groups started back 
and the Vestry went on a weekend retreat to Rock Eagle. In February we said thank you to 
longtime Parish Administrator Suzy Bristow and welcomed our new Parish Administrator, Nancy 
Welham, the youth went on their winter trip and we raised money for future trips at the Red 
and White dinner. Food was distributed on the first Tuesday of each month as our partnership 
with Hope for the Hungry celebrated its first birthday. The clothes closet provided for those in 
need at Holy Comforter and for Father Ramon’s congregation. And we continued to plan for 
Father Tom’s much needed sabbatical. 
 
As we went into March however, life started to change, and it became clear this was not going 
to be a normal year. We gathered “normally” for the last time on Sunday, March 15 before 
closing the doors of the church building the following day. 
 
Life since then has brought challenges – online services, outdoor services, no singing, no 
communion, Zoom meetings and more zoom meetings, changing directives from the Bishop, 
the loss of personal connection with our fellow Christians, the lost opportunities to serve Christ 
at a time when many need to experience his love more than ever to name but a few. 
But throughout, God has been there. He has required us to be flexible, to think outside the box, 
and be creative, but He has been faithful. 
 
During the last nine months, we have provided online services each week, on Facebook, on 
YouTube, live and recorded from the church and from the homes of our clergy and staff.  For 
this, enormous gratitude must go to John Clark, Allan Hegedus, Robert Della Bernardo, Sara 
Clark, Martin Trively, Frank Jarrell, Kendall Gilreath and Matt Vanselow. Thanks also needs to go 
to Tom Gotschall for spearheading this ever-developing project – we have come a long way 
since that first weekend!  
 
Although for many months we have been unable to meet in person, we have found ways to 
continue to connect.  

• During shelter in place, the Pastoral Care team made phone calls to check in on every 
member of the congregation 



• During the summer, we offered Compline online five nights a week which provided a 
peaceful way to end each day.  

• Multiple Sunday school groups continued to meet in the spring online and have done so 
as well this fall. 

• Likewise, several Discipleship groups have followed this pattern and we now have the 
capability to run these meetings in a hybrid fashion using the OWL technology we have 
purchased 

• The youth were unable to go on their mission trip this summer; however, they have 
been meeting on Sunday evenings since September at the Pavilion under the guidance 
of our youth minister Matt Martin and his adult leaders. Turnout has been great with up 
to twenty-five youth gathering on any one Sunday.  

• Although we are unable to hold Sunday School, our younger members are continuing to 
hear and learn about the word of God thanks to the work of our Children’s Ministry lead 
Camie Schade, through her weekly mailings to the children and Facebook including 
some wonderful bedtime stories  

• Our music director George Chestnut has been sharing mini organ recitals and providing 
us with opportunities to learn more about our hymns each week with his enlightening 
series “Investigating the Hymns”. He has also kept the choir connected with regular 
online meetings 

• Perhaps most significantly, our staff rolled out the “Finding God at Home” theme this 
fall, encouraging us to seek God and to continue to grow in grace and the knowledge 
and love of the Lord and to stay connected to others in Christ, even during this time 
when we are at home. 
 

We have not been able to continue with many ministries in the traditional manner, but I am 
grateful and thankful for the work done by those in leadership positions within each ministry to 
stay connected and to think creatively whenever there has been an opportunity. The Service 
Ministry has continued to help those in need. We were not able to host our Family Promise 
families in September, but we were able to provide financial assistance to ensure they had a 
place to stay that week instead. We were not able to make lunches for the MUST summer lunch 
program, but again, financially we were still able to ensure children were fed this summer. With 
the exception of the month of April, Hope for the Hungry has been able to continue albeit in a 
different format. As each month passes, more families are being fed – this month 114 families 
received a box of food from the ministry which was (unfortunately) our highest ever turnout. 
  
As Father Tom mentioned, throughout this time, the staff of St Peter and St Paul have worked 
tirelessly to plan, prepare and support all the activities we have been able to hold. Our thanks 
go to  

• Nancy Welham whose learning curve has been that much steeper because of the need 
to work from home two weeks after she started the job,  

• Ali Metcalf who has consistently gone above and beyond to create, design and edit 
fliers, Facebook posts, Compline services and the like 



• Bob Marks for working diligently on several maintenance projects (which honestly, he 
has probably appreciated us not being there for) 

• Davina Kuhn for keeping a careful watch over our finances 
 

My personal thanks go to the Vestry who have served this year, for your guidance, wisdom and 
dedication. Thank you to Rob Fleshman who stepped down earlier this year, Robert Della 
Bernando who finished his term as our youth member this summer and Marci Thomas who has 
served for the past 3 years with me. Congratulations and thank you to our new vestry members 
– Dale Dodson who filled Rob’s place, Kendall Gilreath who took over from Robert and Leigh 
Mickalonis and Jonathan Nadabyl who we just voted for this morning. A very personal and 
heartfelt thank you goes to Tom Gotschall, Susan Sherrard and Chuck Matheson for the many, 
many hours we have spent in Executive Team meetings on Wednesday evenings, it has been a 
privilege to take this journey with such faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 
And last, but definitely not least, thank you to Father Tom and Mother Elisa for your continued 
leadership, spiritual guidance and faithfulness to this congregation. Father Tom, I am truly sorry 
you did not get your long overdue sabbatical but am grateful for your dedication and 
determination to make in person worship as available and meaningful as we are permitted. 
Mother Elisa, thank you for your ongoing spiritual support and your support while Father Tom 
was cruising down the Grand Canyon.  
 
Despite the challenges 2020 has brought, I encourage you to think about how the last nine 
months have changed you, your life, your perspective, your priorities. As Mother Elisa has 
asked me several times this year “why has God put you here, right now, what does He want you 
to do”, how has he changed you, how is he preparing you for the next stage. As we look 
forward with hope to 2021, let us focus on how we can continue to fulfil our mission and grow 
as disciples of Jesus Christ and strengthen our faith in him remembering that throughout it all, 
God has not and will not leave us.  
 
Rachel Buhler 
Senior Warden 
 
 


