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President’s Message 
 

By Rudy Roudbari  
 

Good day members! 

I wanted to share a story with you:  

We recently had two kittens show up 

at the car lot. While this isn't a new 

event, it came at a time when  

watching baby cats play with each 

other provided joy and laughter when 

we needed it most. We named our 

new family members after musicians 

who sing songs we love. A gray and 

white kitty we named Merle Haggard  

because "Mama Tried" to raise him 

right. A solid gray we named Freddie 

Mercury because "He Will Rock You".  

One thing we realized about Merle 

and Freddie is that they watch your 

face for signs of acceptance or to see 

if they are in trouble. When you cover 

your face they bother you until they 

can see it again. This is also true 

about humans. When we look at each 

other, whether it is passing on the 

street or checking out at the grocery 

store or selling someone a car, we 

depend on seeing an individual's face, 

their countenance, to get an idea of 

how they feel and react. Since we are  

required to  wear masks right now we 

miss out on key information. We have 

to depend on other signals as to how 

someone feels OR we simply have to 

ask them!  And we, in turn, should try 

to be clear about our feelings and 

emotions when talking to or greeting 

others.  

Communication is the key to any  

situation! Merle and Freddie aren't 

afraid to communicate when they  

are hungry or want to be petted. We 

shouldn't be afraid to communicate  

in a loving and respectful way as well. 

With that said, my  hope is that June 

is wrapping up nicely and that you all 

prosper! 
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Bankruptcy Uptick, Be Very 

Careful with Repossessions 

In the last several weeks, there has 

been an uptick of new cases where 

the used car dealer sells and finances 

the car, and then the borrower files for 

bankruptcy.  So the question is: What 

should dealers do if they find them-

selves in this situation?  

 

The Bankruptcy Courts are clear:  

upon notice, you need to release the 

car back to the borrower. The rules 

state that you must return the car, 

even if you have reason to think the 

borrower is in default on the contract 

for reasons other than payment  

issues.    

 

If a dealer refuses to release the car 

to the borrower, this could end up 

being an expensive decision (and 

mistake) for the dealer. It regularly 

costs over $10,000 plus legal fees to 

get this issue resolved. (Yes, this is 

money your dealership is going to pay 

to the debtor and their attorney.)  

Additionally, if you do not pay, you  

can be held in contempt of court.  

 

So the lesson here is: The best  

practice is to release the car back  

to the borrower.    

 

If you feel there is a reason not to 

surrender the car after receiving no-

tice that your borrower filed for bank-

ruptcy, you need to act quickly and 

seek legal advice to make sure your 

opinion is correct.   

- David L. Pritchard 

  The Pritchard Law Firm 
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Update Regarding Vehicle Registration, Title Transfers in Harris County 
 

Last month, TIADA provided an update regarding title transfers in Harris County. 

Since then, the association has continued to monitor updates from Harris County, 

and after visiting with the Tax Office this week, the Office provided the association 

the following update in an effort to assist dealers:  

 

All transactions eligible for transfer in Harris County must be transferred in Harris 

County going forward. Harris County is now accepting dealer drop offs in packages 

of ten Monday through Wednesday, 8:00 am – 9:30 am. For the latest updates, 

please visit the Harris County’s website: www.hctax.net.  

 

If anything changes, HIADA will notify its members. The state and local associations 

extend their gratitude to Montgomery, Lubbock and Brazoria Counties for assisting 

our members during this difficult and unprecedented time.  
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Board Members 
 

President: Rudy Roudbari 

Sarco Enterprise 
 

Chairman: Rick Maroney  

Maroney Auto Sales 
 

Vice President: Christina Sabillόn 

Mi Tierra Auto Sales 
 

Vice President: Rob Edenfield 

Mi Pueblo BRP 
 

Vice President: Greg Zak 

Dixon Motors 
 

Secretary: April Hanson 

Coast to Coast Motors 
 

Treasurer: Michael Zak 

Dixon Motors  

 
 
 
 

Welcome Our 

New Members! 

 

Auto Direct 

Carthage Enterprises 

El Chaparro Auto Sales 

Ella Blvd Motors 

Encore Motors 

G Motors 

National Auto Group 

Premium Auto Group 

Prestige Granite  
Custom Works 

Space City Auto Center 

Veroc Auto 

 

Upcoming Events 

July 

14 - Chapter Meeting  

Tentative 

http://www.hctax.net
mailto:info@igniteCP.com
mailto:betty.battistone@acaacceptance.com
https://www.txiada.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=7/14/2020&eventid=196

