
I t is a known fact that 
life will throw u nex p ected 
cu rveb alls.  On J u ly 2 0 , 
2022, Rafi el Reshawn John-
son cau ght an u nex p ected 
cu rveb all and then made a 
homeru n.  T he 2 0 0 4  SW AC  
Catcher of the ear and true-
to-heart “Thee I Love” Jack-
son State University alu mni 
su ccu mb ed in the comfort of 
his Atlanta home.  

News of his death practi-
cally went viral on-and-off 
social media as it cru shed 
the hearts of those who loved 
him and his witty character.  

A display of the Hollan-
dale, M iss.  native’ s life was 
celeb rated Satu rday, J u ly 3 0 , 
2022, at 11 a.m. in the gym-
nasiu m of Simmons H igh 
School in H ollandale.  

Although Johnson is de-
ceased, more than his legacy 
will live on. During the ac-
knowledgements/ words of 
encou ragement, his au nt, 
E testa C au sey, of Atlanta, 
shared that his organs had 
been donated to Lifelink of 
G eorgia.   

“Being the next of kin 
on fi le, I was contacted by 
Lifelink with the request 
to donate his organs,” said 

Causey. “Due to heightened 
sensitivity at the moment, I  
was hesitant to b roach the 
request with my sister, but 
immediately contacted her 
b ecau se I  u nderstood that it 
was a time-sensitive request. 
W ithou t a second thou ght, 
his mother said, ‘ I f my b ab y 
can save another life, yes.  
Let me consult with his dad.’ 
I notifi ed the Lifelink repre-
sentative of their decision to 
donate.” 

The Mississippi Link re-
cently asked J ohnson’ s 
mother, P amela J ohnson, 
what deciding factors went 
into their decision. She re-
plied, “There really wasn’t 
a deciding factor;  it was a 
no-brainer. Ralph touched 
the lives of many du ring his 
3 9  years, and the thou ght of 
him b eing ab le to save and/
or help  others in his death 
gives me p eace.  H e will live 
on through the lives of oth-
ers.” 

According to W eb M D .
com, “more than 113,000 
people in the U.S. are wait-
ing for an organ.” 

Organ donors are always 
in short su p p ly and most of 
the organs that are availab le 
come from deceased donors 
that opted to fi ll out an organ 

T he M ississip p i School of 
H ealth Services and C areers, 
located at 3 0 2 3  H ighway 8 0  
E ast in P earl, M S, held a W hite 
C oat G radu ation C eremony 
July 29. It was held at the Bran-
don Public Library.

Twenty-two certifi ed nurs-
ing assistant graduates, twenty-
fou r p hleb otomy gradu ates and 
seven medical billing and cod-
ing gradu ates received degrees 
while relatives and friends wit-

nessed the ceremony.  
T he ceremony b egan with an 

op ening p rayer b y C hairman of 
the Board CEO Makeba White 
C hanay followed b y a welcome 
and ceremony speech by Presi-
dent M arcu s A.  C hanay, P h. D , 
C F R M .

In his welcome Chanay con-
gratu lated the stu dents and 
said, “ ou are at the halfway 
mark.  T he white coats you  are 
wearing today marks the begin-
ning of your journey. Wher-
ever you r healthcare training 

takes you  wear you r white coat 
with p ride and p rivilege, b u t of 
mu ch greater imp ortance, with 
humility.”

He told each group of gradu-
ates not to stop  b u t rather make 
the graduation just the begin-
ning of that long life jou rney.

Also p resent to su p p ort the 
gradu ates was a team from the 
University M edical C enter to 
tell them about job opportuni-
ties and give them advice on 

I n P art 1  of this 
series a timeline of 
signifi cant events in 
what has b ecome the 
trash collection saga 

was detailed, covering a p eriod 
from M arch 2 0 2 1  u ntil Ap ril 1 , 
2 0 2 2 .  A majority of J ackson C ity 
Council members Banks, Foote, 
H artley and Stokes)  voted down 
awarding a trash collection con-
tract to a new vendor, FCC En-
vironmental Services, in Au gu st 
2 0 2 1 .  T he contract with W aste 
M anagement, who had held it for 
nearly 35 years, was due to ex-
p ire a month later.

Then came emergency dec-
larations with a local comp any 
b eing su b mitted for a temp orary 
emergency contract.  T hat was 
nullifi ed de facto by legal maneu-
vering with the council fi ling suit 
against the mayor, then coming 
to an agreement to avoid fu rther 
litigation, by giving Waste Man-
agement another six  months.  

Starting in J anu ary of this year, 
new bids from a new Request for 
P rop osal ( R F P )  p rocess, which 
inclu ded the same three b idders, 
were considered.  T his p rocess, 
unlike the fi rst, was blind. No one 
knew the identities of the b idders, 

and b etween the three of them, 
fou r different op tions were p u t 
forth and b rou ght b efore cou ncil 
for their consideration.  T he list 
was whittled down to two op tions 
b y the cou ncil and it was now u p  
to the mayor to make a selection.  

All seemed well for a mo-
ment u ntil M ayor C hokwe Antar 
Lumumba selected the option
comp any that wou ld save the 
city $ 1 . 2  million p er year.  Once 
that name was revealed –  and it 
was determined that it was not 
W aste M anagement, the chaos 
b egan again.  T he majority of the 
cou ncil voted down awarding the 
new contract to Richard’s Dis-
posal twice; with Banks, Foote, 

Hartley and Lindsay who fl ipped 
from her previous position. Lee 
and G riz z ell were in favor and 
Stokes ab stained.

Citing a caveat in a recent rul-
ing b y Sp ecial J u dge D ickenson, 
the mayor vetoed the majority 
vote of the cou ncil Ap ril 1 , and 
issu ed an emergency order to 
p roceed with R ichard’ s D isp osal.  

Law suits were fi led soon 
thereafter and eventu ally retired 
Judge Larry Roberts of Meridian, 
the second sp ecial ju dge to hear 
related matters, was ap p ointed.  
Then came the fi rst invoice from 
R ichard’ s D isp osal for $ 8 0 8 ,0 3 5  

In a Friday ruling, U.S. South-
ern D istrict of M ississippi  J udge  
C arlton R eeves pl aced H inds 
C ou nty’ s R aymond D etention 
Center in Raymond into receiv-
ership.

T he judge  will soon appoi nt an 
expert, known as a “receiver,” to 
temp orarily manage the facility 
in hopes of improving its condi-
tions.

“After ample time and op-
po rtuni ty, regretful ly, it is clear 
that the count y is incapa bl e, or 
unwilling, to handle its affairs,” 

the judge wrote. “Additional in-
tervention is required. It is time 
to appoint a receiver.”

Reeves said that defi ciencies 
in supervision and staffi ng lead 
to “a stunning array of assaults, 
as well as deaths.” Seven indi-
viduals died last year while de-
tained at the jail, he said.

County offi cials said they’re 
still digesting the order and are 
determining whether they will 
appeal, WLBT-TV reported.

F ederal and state judge s have 
ordered receiverships or a simi-
lar transfer of control for pr isons 
and jails only about  eight times, 
according to H ernandez  Stroud, 
an attorney at the Brennan Cen-
ter for J us tice at N Y U School of 

Law.
The details governing the re-

ceivership will be  decided by 
R eeves.

“What this receivership or-
der looks like is totally within 
the court’s discretion,” Stroud 
said. “What powers to give the 
receiver, how long the receiver-
ship should last  those are mat-
ters that Judge Reeves will fi gure 
out.”

R eeves wrote in his decision 
that the facility’s staffi ng levels 
are “particularly egregious.”
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Back-to-School giveaway at Medgar Evers Library
Su nday afternoon arou nd 2 : 3 0  a 

line of p arents and children formed 
ou tside the entrance of the M ed-
gar E vers lib rary for a giveaway of 
school su p p lies.

T he p romp t arrival of C ou ncilman 
K enneth Stokes of W ard 3  signaled 
the commencement of the school 
su p p ly giveaway on the last day of 
J u ly.  

P riority nu mb er one b ecame get-
ting the p eop le ou t of the heat.  T he 
doors were op ened and p eop le filed 
into the lib rary’ s meeting room 
where chairs were q u ickly p u t ou t for 
the p arents.  

T he giveaway p roceeded in an or-
derly fashion as a u niformed J P D  of-
ficer was on hand to serve and p rotect 
the citiz ens as they took advantage of 
the op p ortu nity to receive the req u i-
site su p p lies for the u p coming school 
year which starts for J ackson P u b lic 
School stu dents Au gu st 8 .  

Attendees received writing u ten-
sils, crayons, p ap er, noteb ooks, fold-
ers, organiz ers and other su p p lies.  
T here were enou gh su p p lies for all of 
the attendees and names were taken 
to su p p ly those p arents with req u ests 
for su p p lies that were not cu rrently 
on hand.

L ocal p arent C onsu ela B anks re-
ceived school su p p lies for her little 
ones.  Sp eaking with rep orters from 
the local news stations attending the 
event, she ex p lained that with p rices 

on the rise “ a lot of p arents can’ t af-
ford anything”  and that b ack to school 
drives like this one help s.   Sp eaking 
ab ou t the sp onsors and the organiz -
ers B anks said, “ it makes p eop le feel 
good to know that p eop le still care. ”

T his p articu lar event was sp on-
sored in p art b y D r.  R ob ert Smith’ s 
office of C entral M ississip p i H ealth 
Services.

H oward Sanders rep resented D r.  
Smith’ s office and in b etween hand-

ing ou t su p p lies he mentioned that the 
goal in regard to the you ng p eop le is 
to “ tou ch and insp ire”  and to encou r-
age them to “ get their edu cation. ”

Sanders identified K enneth Stokes 
as someone “ trying to get resu lts,”  as 

he continu ed to lend his energy to the 
su ccess of the event.

C ou ncilman Stokes su mmed u p  the 
event with these words, “ W e mu st 
continu e to work together.  T hose that 
know b etter, got to do b etter. ”

By James Hampton III
C ontrib u ting  W riter

Back to school giveaway hosted by Councilman Stokes                PHOTOS BY JAMES HAMPTON

Sheltered from the July heat, parents and students fi lled the meeting room in the Medgar Evers Library.

Howard Sanders of Central Mississippi Health Services 

Consuela  Banks being interview by WAPT news while 
getting school supplies  for her children.



and on May 24 the council voted 5-2 (Lee and 
Grizzell opposed) to remove the invoice from 
the claims docket. 

On July 8, after a hearing in Hinds County 
Chancery Court, Judge Roberts ruled that that 
the mayor can’t veto a no vote by the council. 
Richard’s had been picking up trash for over 
three full months by the time of that ruling. The 
mayor has 30 days to decide whether to appeal 
Judge Robert’s ruling. 

Since the clock started ticking on those 30 
days, two signifi cant things have happened. 
First, on July 13, Richard’s Disposal fi led suit 
for payment in the amount of $1.6 million and 
has requested a jury trial, and second, on July 
19 in executive session, the council voted to 
deny any request by the mayor for the city to 
pay for him to appeal the decision to a higher 
court, and also changes to the city council legal 
team – which results in even more taxpayer dol-
lars being spent, as reported by WLBT; details 
of those votes were not contained in the report.

Speaking of taxpayer dollars, by mid-June, 
reports from several sources revealed the le-
gal fees for this ordeal had cost the taxpayers 
of Jackson more than $161,000 with no end in 
sight. And now we have the City Council de-
ciding they can have unconstrained access to 
taxpayer money for their legal expenses, but 
they say the mayor should be treated differently. 
Again, we don’t know the details of the vote to 
constrain the mayor’s ability to appeal with city 
funds. 

In another twist, the City Council keeps add-
ing attorneys to their legal roster. By last count 
attorneys Deshun Martin, John Scanlon, Jerry 
Mills and Zachary Giddy were added. Does 

that seem excessive? Would these City Council 
members hire four attorneys to represent them if 
they were personally paying the tab?

It’s that grandiosity, i.e. we can hire four attor-
neys at $250 per hour each, but you can’t have 
any funds to appeal, that really sticks out about 
this group. They claim to be serving the city, but 
they fi ght vehemently to keep a contractor that 
has been hoodwinking the city for decades.

In case we forget, the City of Jackson starts 
and stops and modifi es contracts all the time. 
Every city does, it’s totally normal. You have 
contracts for paper products, copiers, vehicles, 
consulting services, home-delivered meals for 
the elderly, security guards at the water plants, 
contracts to replace bridges, contracts to demol-
ish buildings – contracts happen every month of 
the year. No big deal. But if you are the mayor 
of Jackson, trying to get a better deal for the city, 
God help you. The majority of this council for-
bids the mayor from altering the trash collection 
contract in any way.

At fi rst I was really confused by all this behav-
ior by the majority of the Jackson City Council, 
then I was baffl ed. The more it goes on though it 
looks like malfeasance. And this harmful behav-
ior by select members of the City Council has 
three prongs: 1) turning their back on a $1.2 mil-
lion per year cost savings because it seems they 
are beholden to the old company, 2) burdening 
the taxpayer with unnecessary legal expenses 
that continue to balloon, and 3) diverting their 
attention from so many other important issues 
while they are fi xated on this trash collection 
contract.

It is easily noted that council members Lee 
and Grizzell are the exceptions here.

“Persistent shortcomings in staffi ng and su-
pervision embolden gangs and encourage the 
prevalent circulation of contraband, including 
narcotics and weapons,” Reeves wrote. “Jail 
staff continue to receive inadequate training re-
garding use of force, such as the use of tasers.”

He also wrote that cell doors still do not 
lock and a lack of lighting in cells makes life 
“miserable for the detainees who live there and 
prevents guards from adequately surveilling 
detainees.” He also said that guards sometimes 
turn to sleeping instead of manning the cameras 
in the control room.

Reeves’ decision comes months after he 
agreed to scale back the county’s jail 2016 
consent decree with the federal government to 
address “unconstitutional conditions” at Ray-
mond and two other facilities that comprise the 
Hinds County jail system

Michael Goldberg is a corps member for the 
Associated Press/Report for America State-
house News Initiative. Report for America is a 
nonprofi t national service program that places 
journalists in local newsrooms to report on un-
der covered issues. Follow him on Twitter at 
twitter.com/mikergoldberg.

donor card with their driver’s license. 
Throughout Saturday’s celebration 

and fellowship, family, friends, base-
ball coaches, teammates and others 
echoed admirable refl ections of John-
son’s life and his passion for serving 
others.” Many fought back tears.

JSU Baseball coach Omar Johnson 

shared that they had been friends for 
20 years. “He fi rst introduced himself 
to me as Hi, I’m Rafi el Johnson, and 
I’m from the Delta,’” Omar Johnson 
recalled. Coach Rafi el Johnson had re-
turned to JSU at one point and served 
as assistant baseball coach under 
coach Omar Johnson.

JSU assistant coach Kevin White-
side shared the saying that ‘when it 
comes to friends, it’s better to have 
four quarters than 100 pennies.’ “I feel 
I’ve lost one of my quarters,” he said.

“Ralph was a wonderful teammate, 
tremendous ambassador for JSU base-
ball and loyal friend to so many, in-

cluding myself. His exuberant and 
infectious spirit will be missed by 
all who knew and loved him,” stated 
teammate Kendrick Marshall. Johnson 
was Marshall’s best friend and Best 
Man at his wedding.

Johnson’s ‘loving companion,’ Car-
men Durham, of Atlanta, described 
him as “loving, serving and fun-spir-
ited. He was an awesome friend, and 
there is nothing he wouldn’t do for me 
and Raleigh (their daughter). He was 
my best friend.”

Johnson also has a son, Andrew, 
named after Johnson’s father, Andrew 
Chatman Jr. 

He loved baseball and Jackson State, 
his mother stressed. He made sure his 
cousins and his baby brother, Devin, 
followed his path to JSU. “Devin is 
currently a junior in computer sci-
ence,” she said. “We will purchase a 
family legacy brick when he gradu-
ates. That’s what Ralph had planned 
to do.”

Rafi el found his passion during the 
mid-game of his life when he began 
working as an operation team member 

with the St. Hope Public School. He 
changed teams in 2015 when he be-
came a technology education teacher 
for Lovejoy Middle School, Hamp-
ton, GA. He later changed positions to 
Middle School math teacher.

Rafi el’s excitement could not be 
contained when he completed the 
Teacher Academy of Preparation and 
Pedagogy (TAPP) Program. He was 
destined to be a major contributor to 
assist students in becoming life-long 
learners. Before his passing, Rafi el 
was looking forward to transition-
ing to his new career with the base-
ball coaching staff at Westlake High 
School (Fulton County School Dis-
trict). His love for sports and children 
drove him to continue coaching and 
mentoring young football players.

His mother also shared that Johnson 
never caused her any trouble. “He had 
a disciplined upbringing being taught 
how to respect his elders and attend 
church,” she said. “And, it carried 
over in his life. It has really been a joy 
hearing so many great stories from his 
coaches, teammates and friends.”
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how to move forward with 
their careers. 

Closing remarks were made 
by CEO Chanay, who is also a 
coding instructor. She told the 
students how very proud she 
was of them for their achieve-
ments. She shared how she 
had to start at the bottom and 
continued to work her way up 
because she had a career goal 
in mind. Her parting words to 
the graduates were “the sky is 
the limit and let God lead you.” 

Linda Edison, mother of 
Erica Edison said she was very 
proud of her daughter who 
received a certifi cate in phle-
botomy. She said, “I’ll be even 
more proud when I see where 
she will go from here.”

Johnson’s JSU coaches and teammates at his homegoing celebration    PHOTOS BY GAIL BROWN

Staff from University Medical Center offered graduates suppot and advice. PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY
Erica Edison holds her certifi cate in 
phlebotomy.



Word and Worship Church, 
located at 6286 Hanging Moss 
Rd. in Jackson, and the Insti-
tute for the Advancement of 
Minority Health, distributed 
over 300 bags of school sup-
plies to local area students Sat-
urday, July 30.

“Some of these children are 
going to school for the fi rst 
time,” stated Jeffery Stall-
worth, Bishop of Word and 
Worship. “They’ll be without 
if we don’t have events like 
this. It is important we try to 
help as many as we can.” 

In addition to the school 
supplies, COV ID-19 vaccines, 
booster shots and take-home 
testing kits were available.  

“Because we are still dealing 
with COV ID-19, I am grate-
ful to the Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Minority Health 
for supporting us and provid-
ing access to vaccines and 
boosters,” said Bishop Stall-
worth.

Other agencies on hand to 
support were the NAACP, 
Magnolia Medical Foundation 
and Alcorn State University 
Extension Offi ce.

Local agencies distribute school supplies 
and provide COVID-19 vaccines/booster

LOCAL

Honoring the life and legacy of

Dr. Tellis B. Ellis, III
December 15, 1943 - June 25, 2022
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Dr. Tellis B. Ellis, III was born on Decem-
ber 15, 1943, in Jackson, MS to legendary 
college athletics director, the late Tellis B. 
Ellis, Jr., and the late Lucinda Jenkins El-
lis. He received his heavenly wings June 25, 
2022, at St. Dominic Hospital in Jackson, 
MS.

Born in the spotlight by inheriting the 
name of his famous father and grandfather, 
he grew up actively involved in sports, espe-
cially football. He was a terrifi c athlete and 
adept at quarterback, wide receiver, running 
back, punter and place kicker.

 In 1961, Dr. Ellis graduated from Jim 
Hill High School. His most memorable ex-
perience at Jim Hill was quarterbacking the 
fi rst undefeated football team. After gradu-
ating from Jim Hill High School, Dr. Ellis 
brought his athletic talents to Jackson State 
University. As a kicking specialist and de-
fensive ace with Jackson State College Ti-
gers, he signed to play with the NFL Green 
Bay Packers. He spent time in the Green 
Bay Packers pre-season training camp be-
fore getting accepted into Meharry Medical 
College in Nashville, TN.

Upon completing medical school and his 
Internal Medicine residency at Meharry 
Medical College, Dr. Ellis completed his 
cardiology fellowship at the University of 

Mississippi Medical Center. Dr. Ellis was 
the fi rst African American to complete a 
cardiology fellowship at the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center, and the fi rst 
African-American cardiologist in the State 
of Mississippi. In September of 197 8, Dr. 
Ellis, along with Dr. Malcolm P. Taylor, one 
nurse, and an offi ce manager, opened Jack-
son Cardiology Associates.

In the early 1990s they began efforts to re-
cruit cardiologists to expand their practice. 
Over the years, their staff grew from three 
employees to more than twenty, including 
one nurse practitioner. For over 30 years, 
Jackson Cardiology served as the largest 
black cardiology group in the nation, bring-
ing primary and tertiary level cardiology 
care and a place where patients could come 
and expect to be treated with respect, cour-
tesy, and receive the best cardiovascular 
care available anywhere in the world.

During his formative and adult years, Dr. 
Ellis attended Pearl Street AME Church, 
and he was a Life Member of Pearl Street 
AME Church.

Dr. Ellis married the late Patricia Ward 
and to this union, one child was born, Tellis 
Ellis, IV . In 2014, Dr. Ellis married Dr. Rosie 
Brantley Ellis. Dr. Ellis loved and cherished 
his close-knit family. He was a God-fearing 
man and a spiritual anchor for his family 
and circle of loving and supportive friends 
and colleagues. Dr. Ellis was also a beloved 
brother of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., 
and he even functioned as one of the Charter 
Members for the Jackson Alumni Chapter of 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

He immensely enjoyed sporting events, 
traveling, reading, billiards and fl y fi shing. 
Dr. Ellis’s spirit will truly be missed. Dr. 
Ellis was preceded in death by his brother 
Talmage Ellis. 

He leaves to cherish his memories a de-
voted wife who loved him dearly, Dr. Rosie 
Ellis; a beloved son, Tellis Ellis, IV  (Sharol); 
a beloved grandson Brian Alexander Ellis, a 
loving step-daughter, Dr. Janet M. Brantley; 
two brothers Sidney Ellis, and Maurice Ellis 
(Gloria); one sister Agnes Ellis, and a host 
of loving cousins, nieces, nephews, and de-
voted friends and colleagues in the Jackson 
medical community.

Bishop Jeffery A. Stallworth greets families at the drive thru Back to School blast

Asia McCoy, program manager, Institute for the 
Advancement of Minority Health, and Lakitha 
Hughes, member, Word and Worship Church 

A volunteer gives bags to families during 
the drive thru school supply  distribution.

olunteers do fi nal inspection before bag distribution.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Ellis



Blue Cross &  Blue Shield of 
Mississippi Thursday said it 
was suing three employees of 
the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center for allegedly 
spreading false information.

The lawsuit is the latest de-
velopment in a dispute between 
the state’s largest health insur-
ance provider and the hospital 
that surfaced in March when 
the two sides failed to reach an 
agreement over how much the 
insurer would pay for patient 
care.

At the time the insurer said 
it had been working with the 
medical center to renew the 
contract with the network’s 
hospitals since early 2021 but 
that UMMC was requiring sig-
nifi cant payment increases. The 
medical center said it asked to 
be funded at the level of compa-
rable academic medical centers 
in other regional cities.

UMMC is not named as a de-
fendant in the lawsuit, fi led in 
Rankin County, because it has 
immunity for defamation com-
mitted by its employees as a 
political subdivision of the state 
under Mississippi law, accord-
ing to a press release from the 
insurer announcing the law-
suit. But, the employees – Dr. 
LouAnn Woodward, dean of 
the School of Medicine and vice 
chancellor for health affairs; 
Dr. Alan Jones, associate vice 
chancellor for clinical affairs; 
and Marc Rolph, executive di-
rector of communications and 
marketing – don’t have those 
safeguards, the insurer said.

In the lawsuit, Blue Cross 
&  Blue Shield of Mississippi 
alleges the employees’ public 
statements have made it ap-
pear that the insurer dropped 
UMMC from its health care 
provider network when the in-
surer says it was UMMC that 

ended its agreements with the 
insurer, WJTV  reported.

The complaint contends 
the public statements have 
harmed the insurer’s reputa-
tion and were made to “coerce 
Blue Cross &  Blue Shield into 
entering into new contracts to 
benefi t UMMC and the defen-
dants’ personal positions with 
UMMC.” The provider said the 
defendants’ actions also have 
caused “unnecessary anxi-
ety, confusion and fear’’ to its 
members regarding their health 
care, according to the state-
ment.

“When UMMC chose to no 
longer be a network provider, 
Blue Cross &  Blue Shield made 
it clear it would continue to 
pay network level benefi ts for 
covered medical services,’’ the 
company said.

Rolph declined comment 
when asked for a statement 
from UMMC about the lawsuit.
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BCBS of Mississippi sues
for defamation

This week the 
series continues fo-
cusing on elected 
leaders and trying 
to discern what and 

who they embrace and there-
fore what and who they do not 
embrace. In the fi rst part of the 
series focus was given to the 
fundamental characteristics of 
leadership and then actual de-
cision-making by state elected 
leaders on 1) refusal to expand 
Medicaid 2) refusal to expand 
postpartum medical care for 
new mothers, 3) passing an anti-
CRT law, and 4) passing the Tax 
Freedom Act of 2022.

These examples of decision-
making by our majority white 
conservative elected lawmakers 
at the Mississippi capitol are the 
norm. Mississippi is the poorest 
state in the country, and we also 
have the highest population of 
African-American residents per 
capita in the country. It is no ac-
cident that the decision-making 
and legislation by these majority 
white Christian lawmakers tar-
gets these populations.

Moving on with examples – 
the TANF (Temporary Assis-
tance for Needy Families) cor-
ruption. There was the theft of 
tens of millions of dollars allot-
ted by the federal government, 
specifi cally to serve the poor  
the neediest families. But here 
in Mississippi poor people are 
a target, they are preyed upon. 
The federal government has 
good intentions, yet they don’t 
require accountability, thereby 
making these annual funds rife 
for pilfering by greedy and im-
moral folks who have no regard 
for poor people.

Some information already ex-
ists that former Governor Phil 
Bryant knew about the scheme 

to steal millions. Surely more 
will be revealed over time. Some 
of the folks involved have al-
ready pleaded guilty to their 
crimes.

Following the Census every 
ten years, states can do redis-
tricting based on any fl uctuation 
in population. The Lt. Governor 
and Speaker of the House ap-
point the members to the Stand-
ing Joint Legislative Committee 
on Reapportionment &  Redis-
tricting and the Standing Joint 
Congressional Redistricting 
Committee; respectively. On the 
Senate side there 10 members: 
8 white, 2 black. On the House 
side, 10 members: 7  white, 3 
black. With having a superma-
jority in both the House and Sen-
ate, Republicans don’t require a 
single vote from the Democrats.

Congressman Bennie Thomp-
son, D-MS 2nd District, now has 
a district that is far more sprawl-
ing than the other three. It goes 
down the western side of the 
entire state from top to bottom, 
and has the highest percentage 
of African-American residents 
among the four congressional 
districts. It contains 40 of 82 
counties, and 40%  of the state’s 
entire land mass, per Missis-
sippi Today reporting in January 
2022. Do you think that the ra-
cial makeup of the new districts 
has anything to do with the 
change? Again, it’s obvious who 
these elected leaders embrace 
and who they do not.

Mississippi Attorney General 
Lynn Fitch argued the Dobbs 
Abortion Case before the U.S. 
Supreme Court. It’s no secret 
that black and brown women are 
impacted the most by overturn-
ing Roe v. Wade.

According to the Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation, which tracks 

health statistics, “The numbers 
are unambiguous. In Mississip-
pi, people of color comprise 44%  
of the population but 80%  of the 
women receiving abortions, ”

Could it be that Mississippi 
embraces black and brown ba-
bies? Could it be that curtail-
ing a woman’s ability to readily 
obtain abortion care will boost 
population? Could it be that fu-
ture white voters will be born 
if abortion access is restricted? 
The answers to these questions 
become clear in the backdrop of 
other racially motivated deci-
sion-making in this series.

Fitch was in on “the big steal” 
mentality too. She requested 
to join Mississippi, along with 
ten other states, to the Texas v. 
Pennsylvania lawsuit seeking to 
overturn the 2020 General Elec-
tion.

On July 6, 2022, Mississippi 
Today’s government headline 
was “As she defeated Roe, AG 
Lynn Fitch closed gender wage 
gap – for white women. White 
women working in the attorney 
general’s offi ce have seen a me-
dian salary increase of $9,500 
in the last few years since Fitch 
took offi ce, the only demo-
graphic to see such a bump... the 
median salary of black women 
working for Fitch, however, has 
dropped about $1,200 since Jan-
uary of 2019, even as infl ation 
soars.”

“The attorney general is the 
chief legal offi cer and advisor 
for the State of Mississippi on 
both civil and criminal matters,” 
per the state’s website. The an-
tithesis of leadership from one 
who should be a model.

Next week, the elected leader 
focus will shift to Hinds County 
and the City of Jackson. We’ll be 
able to see who is serving whom, 
and who is embraced by their 
decision-making and who is not.

A Mississippi woman who 
pleaded guilty to trying to hire 
a hitman to kill her ex-husband 
was sentenced to 10 years in 
prison.

U.S. District Judge Carlton 
W. Reeves handed down the 
sentence Monday. The sen-
tence against Jessica Leeann 
Sledge, 40, of Pelahatchie in 
the unsuccessful murder-for-
hire scheme also included a 
fi ne of $1,000 and three years 
of supervised release following 
her release from prison.

Sledge declined to make a 
verbal statement during her 
sentencing hearing. Her at-
torney, John Colette, said his 
client was a fi rst-time offender 
with a ` ` zero chance of recidi-
vism.’’ Through his offi ce, Co-
lette declined to provide The 
Associated Press with an ad-
ditional statement.

U.S. Attorney David Fulcher 

said the crime was premedi-
tated and recommended the 
court give the maximum 10-
year sentence that was offered 
as part of a plea deal.

` ` The premeditation of this 
... Ms. Sledge knew (this mur-
der) was going to take place,’’ 
Fulcher said.

Sledge pleaded guilty to us-
ing interstate commerce fa-
cilities in the commission of 
a murder-for-hire, said U.S. 
Attorney Darren J. LaMarca 
and Jermicha Fomby, a special 
agent with the FBI’s Jackson 
fi eld offi ce.

Between September 2021 
and November 2021, Sledge 
used the internet, her cellphone 
and a messaging app to hire a 
person she thought was an as-
sassin. But the person was an 
undercover FBI agent, accord-
ing to a news release from U.S. 
Attorney’s Offi ce.

On Nov. 1, 2021, Sledge met 

in Brandon with the person she 
thought was the assassin to 
provide payment and informa-
tion about her intended victim. 
According to previous testi-
mony, Sledge was attempting 
to kill her ex-husband, WLBT-
TV  reported. He escaped the 
incident unharmed, the U.S. 
Attorney’s Offi ce said. After 
her arrest, Sledge waived her 
rights and admitted to her role 
in the plot.

Judge Reeves said the plan-
ning of the crime justifi ed his 
sentence.

` ` What we have here is a 
methodical plan to kill her 
husband,’’ Reeves said. ` ` All 
of that is very troubling to the 
court and the law itself.’’

Reeves said the court would 
recommend Sledge complete 
her sentence at the Federal Bu-
reau of Prison’s women’s facil-
ity in Aliceville, Alabama.

Several workers suffered 
severe burns following a Fri-
day morning explosion in cen-
tral Mississippi.

The explosion happened at 
a salt water disposal site in 
Madison County, WLBT-TV  
reported.

At least six people sustained 
burns on at least 50%  of their 
bodies, with one being burned 
from head to toe, said Minor 

Norman, the Madison County 
Fire Coordinator. Two people 
were airlifted to the Univer-
sity of Mississippi Medical 
Center for treatment.

Norman said the cause of 
the explosion was still under 
investigation Friday.

“We’re not sure what caused 
it,” Norman said. “There were 
four storage tank facilities to 
hold products from oil wells. 
They (the workers) were in 

the process of changing out 
two tanks with new fi berglass 
tanks. They were getting 
ready to go into service when 
the older tank exploded.”

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Environmental Q ual-
ity was called to the site to 
investigate.

The injured people are em-
ployees of W.S. Red Hancock, 
a Mississippi-based welding 
and fabrication company.
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The recent U.S. Supreme Court de-
cision to overturn Roe v. Wade has 
raised concerns from women regard-
ing bodily autonomy and palpable fear 
that other long-held rights may also be 
in jeopardy.

And with the ongoing hearings sur-
rounding the January 6 insurrection 
and the attempt by former President 
Donald Trump to change the outcome 
of the 2020 election, momentum has 
increased in favor of abolishing the 
long-standing Electoral College. A 
growing number of Americans report-
edly believe that expanding the court 
and ridding elections of the Electoral 
College are keys to preserving democ-
racy in America.

This month, a bipartisan group of 
federal lawmakers led by Sen. Su-
san Collins (R-Maine) introduced the 
Electoral Count Reform Act of 2022 
(ECRA) to ensure that electoral votes 
tallied by Congress accurately refl ect 
each state’s public vote for president.

“Adding more justices to Supreme 
Court and abolishing the Electoral 
College both help to give the major-
ity of Americans the ability to have a 
say in what’s going on in their coun-
try,” said H.R. Bellicosa, the author of 
The Punishings, a novel about a world 
without abortion rights.

“We are headed toward minority 
rule if we’re not there already. Over-
turning Roe is a deeply unpopular 
opinion, but with a conservative ma-
jority on the court, the justices were 

able to further their theocratic agen-
da,” Bellicosa stated.

“More justices would combat that. 
The Electoral College has given us 
two recent presidents who did not win 
the popular vote – [ George W. Bush 
and Trump] . America is under threat 
of being ruled by a deeply unpopular 
minority, and steps must be taken to 
mitigate that,” Bellicosa concluded.

A change.org petition has garnered 
more than 103,000 signatures from in-
dividuals desiring to abolish the Elec-
toral College, a system established in 
the 1800s and resulted in the infamous 
“three-fi fths compromise” in which 
three-fi fths of an enslaved black per-
son would count toward allocating 
electors and representatives.

The U.S. Constitution holds that 
whoever wins the electoral vote claims 
the presidency during presidential 

elections even if the candidate fails to 
win the popular vote. Further, histo-
rians noted that offi cials created the 
Electoral College to give slave states 
more power and to keep an agent of 
England’s King George from becom-
ing president.

Neither situation rises as pertinent 
in the 21st Century, said historian and 
political scientist William S. Bike.

Bike said he believes it’s time to get 
rid of the Electoral College, and Dem-
ocrats, while in the majority, should 
act.

“Republicans use every weapon at 
their disposal against Democrats, but 
Democrats tend to behave like some-
one bringing a tennis racket to a knife 
fi ght,” stated Bike, the author of Win-
ning Political Campaigns, a how-to 
guide on political campaigning.

“So, Democrats expanding the Su-

preme Court would be a weapon sel-
dom used before in American history, 
but without it, the extreme right will 
continue taking away Americans’ 
rights,” Bike asserted.

“They’re coming after Miranda, 
birth control, gay marriage, homosex-
uality, and possibly, interracial mar-
riage and racial equality.

“The negative to expanding the 
Supreme Court is that once the 
Democrats do it, the next Republi-
can president will do it, then the next 
Democratic president. Eventually, 
the Supreme Court would become as 
big as a legislature. But it’s a chance 
Democrats must take if they want to 
protect basic rights.”

Georgetown University graduate 
Tim Rosenberger Jr., who’s complet-
ing a JD/ MBA at Stanford University, 
said expanding the high court can im-
prove America. However, eliminating 
the Electoral College could hamper the 
country’s ability to preserve minority 
rights and ensure ongoing dynamism.

“Americans benefi t from having 
smaller states that can be laboratories 
for innovation,” Rosenberger stated.

“Justice Antonin Scalia once noted 
the oddity of how non-representative 
the Supreme Court is,” Rosenberger 
noted.

“Every New York borough but Stat-
en Island had a seat on the court for a 
time. At the same time, not one protes-
tant, the prevailing American religion, 
sat on the court. Both the Supreme 
Court and the D.C. Circuit should start 
having geographically assigned seats 

with seats traditionally, if not explicit-
ly, aligning with one person from each 
of the larger geographic circuits.”

Rosenberger continued:
“Eliminating the electoral col-

lege would overly concentrate politi-
cal power in large urban centers and 
move America away from a diverse 
and complicated social and political 
tapestry.”

Content Writer Elena Zimmerman 
added that the benefi ts of expanding 
the Supreme Court in its current state 
are impossible to miss.

“Whatever the intentions were with 
the decision to appoint 9 judges, it 
would be diffi cult for anyone to argue 
the idea in mind was for one politi-
cal party to appoint 66 percent of the 
justices of the most powerful judicial 
body in the country while systemati-
cally excluding the choices of elected 
presidents in the opposing party while 
in offi ce,” immerman stated.

“It would also be diffi cult for anyone 
to argue that it should be acceptable 
for new potential justices to lie dur-
ing their confi rmation hearings about 
their intentions to rule if appointed.

“Expanding the court during a dem-
ocratic president’s tenure and with an 
evenly divided Senate could potential-
ly balance this inequality of partisan 
power.”

Zimmerman further concluded that 
there’s “no longer a benefi t to the Elec-
toral College. Particularly when it can 
be used exclusively to the benefi t of 
only one party to override the popular 
vote,” she insisted.

Will Smith has again apolo-
gized to Chris Rock for slap-
ping him during the Oscar tele-
cast in a new video, saying that 
his behavior was “unaccept-
able’’ and that he had reached 
out to the comedian to discuss 
the incident but was told Rock 
wasn’t ready.

“There is no part of me that 
thinks that was the right way to 
behave in that moment,’’ Smith 
said in the under-six minute 
video posted online recently. “I 
am deeply remorseful and I’m 
trying to be remorseful without 
being ashamed of myself.’’ To 
Rock, he said: “I’m here when-
ever you’re ready to talk.’’

Smith, seated in a polo shirt 
and white ball cap, spoke di-
rectly to a camera, answering 
pre-selected questions about his 
behavior at the March 27  Acad-
emy Awards, when he slapped 
presenter Rock after the come-
dian made a reference about the 
hairstyle of Jada Pinkett Smith, 
Smith’s wife.

Smith also apologized to 
Rock’s family and especially 
his mother, Rosalie, who was 
horrifi ed to see her son hurt and 
told US Weekly that, “When he 
slapped Chris, he slapped all 
of us. He really slapped me.’’ 
Smith also apologized to Tony 
Rock, Chris’ younger brother.

“I didn’t realize how many 
people got hurt in that mo-
ment,’’ Smith said.

Neither the apology or timing 
impressed crisis and PR expert 
Eric Schiffer, who called it “bi-
zarre, strange and grossly over-
rehearsed.’’

“It came across like he was 
doing a confessional in some 

closed room in a foreign coun-
try in order to escape the re-
gime,” said Schiffer, chairman 
and CEO of Patriarch Equity 
and chairman of Reputation 
Management Consultants. “It’s 
just not the way to get out of the 
septic muck he put himself into 
because, once again, it started 
being about him and it’s still 
about him.’’

In the video, Smith also 
apologized to his family “for 
the heat that I brought on all 
of us’’ and his fellow Oscar 
nominees to have “stolen and 
tarnished your moment.’’ He 
mentioned Q uestlove by name; 
it was the musician-director’s 
documentary win for “Summer 
of Soul (Or, When the Revolu-
tion Could Not Be Televised)’’ 
that was interrupted by the slap. 
Rock was on stage to present 
the documentary award.

Smith also said his wife did 
nothing to encourage his slap. 
“Jada had nothing to do with 
it,” he said. “I made a choice 
on my own.’’ Pinkett Smith has 
said that she has alopecia area-
ta, a hair-loss disorder.

Following the altercation, 
the motion picture academy 
banned Smith from attending 
the Oscars or any other acad-
emy event for 10 years.

Smith apologized to Rock in 
a statement after the Oscars, 
saying he was “out of line and 
I was wrong.’’

“I’m sorry really isn’t suffi -
cient,’’ Smith said in the video, 
adding that he is hurting be-
cause he hasn’t lived up to fans’ 
impressions.

Many had speculated that 
Smith would appear on cam-
era to discuss the slap fi rst on 
Pinkett Smith’s online series 
“Red Table Talk,” but he chose 
to do it in a social media vid-
eo post without any follow-up 
questions or surprise queries.

“It just had the reek of a fab-
ricated attempt to be real. And 
that’s not what he wanted to 
accomplish, nor was it persua-
sive,’’ said Schiffer. “I do wish 
him well and hopefully he will 
fi nd the right path. That path 
is really about humbleness and 
not about ego and self.’’

Boston Celtics legend Bill 
Russell, one of professional 
basketball’s greatest players 
and the sport’s most crowned 
champion, has died at the age 
of 88.

Russell, who won 11 NBA 
titles as a player and two as 
a player-coach, died “peace-
fully” with his wife, Jean-
nine, at his side, a statement 
on social media said.

Jeannine said funeral ar-
rangements are pending.

“But for all the winning, 
Bill’s understanding of the 
struggle is what illuminated 
his life. From boycotting 
a 1961 exhibition game to 
unmask too-long-tolerated 
discrimination, to leading 
Mississippi’s fi rst integrated 
basketball camp in the com-
bustible wake of Medgar 
Evers’ assassination, to de-
cades of activism ultimately 
recognized by his receipt 
of the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, Bill called out 
injustice with an unforgiv-
ing candor that he intended 
would disrupt the status quo, 
and with a powerful example 
that, though never his hum-
ble intention, will forever in-
spire teamwork, selfl essness 
and thoughtful change,” the 
statement read.

It continued: “Bill’s wife, 
Jeannine, and his many 
friends and family thank 
you for keeping Bill in your 
prayers. Perhaps you’ll relive 
one or two of the golden mo-
ments he gave us or recall 
his trademark laugh as he 
delighted in explaining the 
real story behind how those 
moments unfolded.

“And we hope each of us 
can fi nd a new way to act or 
speak up with Bill’s uncom-
promising, dignifi ed, and 
always constructive com-

mitment to principle. That 
would be one last and lasting 
win for our beloved # 6.”

President Barack Obama 
presented the Medal of Free-
dom in 2011, and Russell 
won fi ve NBA Most Valuable 
Player awards.

He made the All-Star 
team in 12 of the 13 years 
he played in the league. The 
prolifi c big man fi nished his 
career in 1969 with 21,620 
career rebounds, an average 
of 22.5 per game, and led the 
league in rebounding four 
times.

He grabbed 51 rebounds 
in one game, 49 in two oth-
ers, and a dozen consecutive 
seasons of 1,000 or more re-
bounds. Many viewed Rus-
sell as the greatest player in 
history until Michael Jordan 
arrived in the 1980s and 
1990s and Lebron James in 
the 2000s.

Born in Monroe, Louisi-
ana, in 1934, Russell’s fam-
ily moved to the San Fran-
cisco area, where he attended 
McClymonds High School in 
Oakland. He earned a schol-

arship to play at the Univer-
sity of San Francisco and 
helped lead the basketball 
school to an astounding 56 
straight wins and back-to-
back NCAA titles.

As noted by ESPN, Russell 
was most visible as a color 
commentator on televised 
basketball games for CBS 
with Rick Barry. Russell lat-
er explained in a newspaper 
article that he never found a 
comfort zone behind the mi-
crophone.

“The most successful tele-
vision is done in eight-sec-
ond thoughts, and the things 
I know about basketball, mo-
tivation, and people go deep-
er than that,” Russell told the 
Sacramento B ee.

In 197 4, Russell earned 
election to the Naismith Me-
morial Basketball Hall of 
Fame. In 1980, he was voted 
Greatest Player in the Histo-
ry of the NBA by the Profes-
sional Basketball Writers As-
sociation of America. He was 
part of the 7 5th Anniversary 
Team announced by the NBA 
in October 2021.
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Have you ever heard of can-
cer rehab? Until recently there 
was no such rehab for cancer 
survivors. There was no rehab 
to help patients cope with the 
grueling and sometimes last-
ing physical and psychologi-
cal effects of chemotherapy, 
radiation, surgery or other 
treatments. Most patients are 
just happy to be alive. Most 
have dealt with cancer on 
their own. Patients that have 
suffered a heart attack or a 
stroke almost always receive 
after care.

There is work underway to 
develop more aftercare for 
cancer patients. There are over 
20 million cancer survivors in 
the U.S. Millions after treat-
ment continue to suffer physi-
cal effects of their treatment, 
such as fatigue and chronic 
pain. Millions also live with 
mental health problems, such 
as depression and mild cog-
nitive impairment known as 
“chemo brain.”

Cancer rehab is available in 
some hospitals now. There is 
mounting evidence that shows 
how this type of care can help 
accelerate a patient’s recov-
ery, improve a patient’s qual-
ity of life and even reduce risk 
for cancer recurrence.

The American College of 
Surgeons Commission on 
Cancer now requires cancer 
centers in the U.S. to offer re-
hab services to obtain accredi-
tation.

Cancer rehab was first con-
ceived as a resource for pa-
tients immediately after their 
acute phase of treatment. 
This rehab can help long after 
treatment has taken place. All 
of the side effects of patient’s 
cancer and their cancer treat-
ment may not affect the pa-
tient for sometime.

Physical and psychological 

effects can come up anytime. 
They can also have different 
affects than the initial prob-
lems immediately after treat-
ment. Studies show that prob-
lems from cancer treatment 
can come up years afterward.

Cancer rehab could also 
help during the window after 
a patient is diagnosed with 
cancer and before treatment 
begins to help boost physical 

and emotional readiness for 
cancer treatment. Even exer-
cise can be part of Cancer re-
hab to increase strength before 
surgery. Interval training is a 
great way to increase strength 
in a short period of time.

A nutrition program can be 
used to improve a patient’s 
nutritional levels before treat-
ment. Treatment can sap a 
patient’s appetite or lead to 

anemia. Working with a psy-
chologist can help identify 
and deal with anxiety and 
stress before treatment starts. 
We could call this therapy 
“cancer prehab.”

Most insurance companies 
cover the cost of rehab and 
prehab. This should include 
consultations with physiat-
rists (a doctor that specialize 
in rehabilitation medicine), 

physical therapists, occupa-
tional therapists, speech pa-
thologists and others.

One problem with cancer re-
hab and prehab is they tend to 
be short term. Most have you 
come in two to three times a 
week for a period of only a 
few weeks. Most insurance 
companies limit your number 
of visits. Check with your in-
surance company to find out 
what your company covers 
and what copays are required. 
Find out if your limit can be 
extended. This may require 
your doctor writing a letter to 
justify your extended needed 
therapies.

Every cancer patient’s needs 
are different and their rehab 
and prehab should work for 
them personally. 

I have talked to a number of 
cancer patients both male and 
female. They have mentioned 
few of the issues that affected 
them in their journey to fight 
cancer.

•  “Chemo Brain” – Some 
of my friends said they didn’t 
think as well, had more anxi-
ety and didn’t feel they were 
all there.

•  Poor Sleep – Most had 
problems falling asleep and 
staying asleep. 

•  Anemia – Their nutrition 
took a hit during treatment.

•  Fatigue – Most were tried 
all day. 

These 4 issues and others 
can be addressed in a number 
of ways. A good team of ther-
apist can handle each of these 
issues. 

Nutrition is very important 
if you want to prevent ane-
mia. For some people, a total 
change in diet may be neces-
sary to get in most of the nu-
trients they need to be healthy. 
With others, it’s a matter of 
adding a few foods to the diet.

Depending on how moti-
vated and disciplined a person 

is these changes may have to 
take place over a long period 
of time rather than all at once 
to insure they become lasting 
habits. This habit of eating 
nutritious food should be your 
goal. 

Everyday you need:
•  2 servings of protein
•  4 to 6 servings of vegeta-

bles
•  3 to 6 servings of fruit 
•  2 to 4 servings of grain
•  2 servings of dairy prod-

ucts
Exercise can improve a few 

of the issues listed. Get cre-
ative with your exercise. Exer-
cise should be a part of every-
one’s lifestyle male or female. 
Fitting an exercise routine into 
your lifestyle is not the easiest 
task in the world even harder 
if you have cancer. There are 
plenty of excuses to keep you 
from working out. Interval 
training is the greatest form 
of training for cancer patients. 

Fatigue is normal. Every-
body gets tired. Fatigue can 
be the result of physical or 
emotional problems. Physi-
cal fatigue usually happens at 
the end of the day and usually 
goes away with a good night’s 
sleep. Emotional fatigue of-
ten peaks in the morning and 
goes away during your daily 
activity. Most treatments for 
fatigue focuses on the relief of 
your symptoms. Each person 
has different symptoms and 
will require different types of 
treatment to manage the dis-
order and relieve their symp-
toms.

Whatever issues you have 
with your cancer treatment 
make them known to your 
doctor. Write them down. 
Get them corrected. There is 
help you just have to make it 
known.

Before starting your fitness 
program, consult your physi-
cian.

A germ that causes a rare 
and sometimes deadly disease  
long thought to be confi ned 
to tropical climates has been 
found in soil and water in the 
continental United States, U.S. 
health offi cials said recently.

The bacteria was found on 
the property of a Mississippi 
man who had come down with 
the disease melioidosis. Of-
fi cials don’t know how long it 
had been there, but they say it 

likely is occurring in other ar-
eas along the Gulf Coast.

U.S. physicians should con-
sider melioidosis even in pa-
tients who haven’t traveled to 
other countries, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention said in a health alert.

“Once it’s in the soil, it can 
be a health threat for people in 
the area,’’ said the CDC’s Julia 
Petras, who oversaw the inves-
tigation.

The illness can start with a 
wide range of symptoms like 

fever, joint pain and head-
aches. It’s treatable with the 
right antibiotics if it’s caught 
early, but it can lead to pneu-
monia, blood infections and 
even death if not properly 
treated.

About 12 cases are reported 
annually in the U.S. The vast 
majority have been in people 
who traveled to places where 
the bacteria is endemic, in-
cluding certain regions of Aus-
tralia, Thailand and Central 
and South America.

People can get the illness 
through direct contact with 
contaminated soil and water, 
especially if they have a cut 
on their hand or foot. It is also 
possible to inhale the bacteria.

The bacteria may not bother 
healthy people. But it can be 
dangerous to those with dia-
betes, chronic kidney or lung 
disease and weakened immune 
systems.

Last year, four people came 
down with the disease even 
though none had traveled in-

ternationally. Offi cials blamed 
their illnesses on a contami-
nated aromatherapy spray im-
ported from India.

The new fi ndings explain 
two Mississippi cases in men 
who hadn’t traveled interna-
tionally, offi cials said. One got 
melioidosis in 2020 and the 
other, who lives about 10 miles 
away, got it this year. Both 
have recovered.

Health offi cials didn’t say 
exactly where in Mississippi 
the men live, but investiga-

tors took 109 soil and water 
samples from the area. The 
bacteria was found in three 
spots – two in soil and one in 
a puddle – on the property of 
the man who was sickened two 
years ago.

Finding the bacteria in U.S. 
soil is signifi cant, but not sur-
prising. Investigators have 
long believed that local soil 
contamination was behind in-
fections in Texas’s Atascosa 
County in 2004 and 2018, 
CDC offi cials said.

HEALTH
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The Lord 
never leaves 
persons on 
their grief jour-
ney whether it’s 
2 months or 10 
years. It’s hard 

for me to believe that in a few 
days it will be 10 months since 
my mom’s death. For person’s 
grieving the loss of someone 
dear, time moves forward but 
our hearts are standing still. 
It’s a feeling of being stuck in 
time while the movie is still 
playing around us. A com-
mon experience is to move 
throughout the journey saying, 
“I cannot believe my mom is 
really gone, or my husband re-
ally is not coming back.”

It takes time for the heart 
and mind to catch up with one 
another – showing yourself 
gentleness, kindness, patience 
and emotional care is how to 
show up for yourself.

Navigating the grief journey 
is an ongoing process; it’s not 
only adjusting to your person’s 
physical absence but adjust-
ing to a brand-new reality and 
hope for the future. There is no 

time I am not painfully aware 
of my mother’s absence in this 
world. Although my father’s 
been gone for twenty-nine 
years, I still feel the void of his 
presence too.

No matter how we perceive 
grief’s grip, we fall in two cat-
egories: those who have not yet 
met her, and those who have. 
Our interaction with grief and 
loss is unavoidable, and God 
can offer no buffer for how the 
vacancy will feel. 

Having seen loss from two 
different perspectives, I have 
concluded while circumstanc-
es may vary, grief remains 
hard and heavy. I spoke to a 
person recently, who lost their 
dad suddenly to COV ID-19; 
it has altered their world for-
ever. I spoke to another per-
son who lost their mom after 
a twenty-year slow downward 
spiral with Alzheimer’s; it has 
altered their world forever. 
Bottom line, the loss of a loved 
one will change you. 

Honor the fact that you may 
never see life the same. God 
will meet you in your new 
place. No matter how many 
times I prayed in anguish over 
the idea of my mother’s death, 

no matter how often I tried 
to logically prepare for what 
was ahead, until she died it 
was just that – an idea and a 
perception. God always knew 
there was no way to prepare 
me for what it would feel like 
when my mom closed her eyes 
that fi nal time. Even as people 
of faith, we may grieve with 
the hope of knowing this is not 
the end; yet we still grieve the 
void of our person/ s. (I Thes-
salonians 4:13-14)

God sees the beginning, 
middle and end of every situ-
ation, and He promises to re-
main with us through each in-
tersection. The loss of a loved 
one changes your axis. The 
world looks different, feels 
different and redefi nes how 
you anchor yourself.

I fi nd myself grateful for the 
small things and the time God 
chose to give us. That may 
be your situation too. Maybe 
amidst your los     s no mat-
ter when it was, you can still 
tap into gifts in your grief. It 
may take some time, but as 
you become able, the Lord 
will comfort you in those sa-
cred spaces. 

Over time the vacancy left 

from that person’s presence 
does not get better but rather 
the pitch becomes softer. Sud-
denly, a moment will arise 
where your person’s absence 
pierces your heart as if it were 
yesterday. Grief pangs are tan-
gible physiological/ emotional 
pains reminding us of the void. 
While the Lord cannot fi x the 
void, He will fi ll you with His 
comfort through it.

Even though you may feel 
forgotten and left alone in 
your grief, you are not. It may 
feel that relationships and safe 
places are shifting; this is part 
of that adjustment process 
to your new reality. Finding 
your new community and safe 
place may feel uncomfortable, 
yet normal still the same. 

People share with me how 
often they have found such 
belonging with different grief 
communities. There are com-
mitted and equipped minis-
tries, community grief groups, 
and well-respected grief coun-
seling services that spend 
considerable time developing 
solid grief support.

Through all our sufferings 
God is not distant – He’s still 
piloting us through them.

www.nhcms.org
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Worship Services
10 a.m. in person

Or you may worship with us via 
Facebook or our YouTube 

channel at CHMBC
Pastor

Chauncy L. Jordan

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

“ S t r e s s e d . ” 
That’s what my 
lawn fertilizer 
company techni-
cian said when 
he looked at the 
yellow-brownish 
grass in my front 

yard a few weeks ago. Concerned 
and worried that my once green 
yard was ruined for the rest of the 
year, I asked him what, if any-
thing, could be done to get it back 
to green. His suggestions were to 
increase how many times a week 
I watered it and to water it in the 
evenings. He added that my lawn 
was just like so many they’d seen 
over the last few weeks. That last 
part made me feel a little better 
that I wasn’t alone in my battle to 
save my lawn.

In addition, his words made 
me think about what I saw a few 
weeks ago when I was fl ying home 
from a trip. I looked out of the air-
plane window, as I like to do, as we 
got closer to the Dallas Fort Worth 
Airport. Instead of seeing the nor-
mal bright green fi elds, what I saw 
most was brown  fi elds and lawns. 
This summer has been brutal with 
excessive heat since May. It’s 85 
degrees at 7  a.m., 100 degrees by 
noon and feeling like 110 degrees 
by 5 p.m. It’s not good for pets, hu-
mans and for our grass.

Another friend suggested that 
I water my grass more than twice 
a week and for longer periods 
of time. He said that if I do that, 
I should see a return to my green 
grass in a couple of weeks. So, be-
tween his advice and the fertiliz-
ing tech, one thing stood out to me: 
It’s not just about how often I water 
but for how long. He explained that 
the water has to go deeper to nour-
ish trees and grass when it’s hot-
ter outside. Because of the heat, it 
quickly evaporates

I’ve been doing what they sug-
gested and seen some encourag-
ing results. I see a few specks of 
green in the midst of the yellow-
brown patches. And in some spots, 
the green patches are maintaining 
their color and expanding. Yay for 
my grass but it probably won’t be 
good for my water bill!

Now that it looks like my plan 
to re-green my grass is working 
somewhat, I’m thinking about 
those many scriptures that talk 
about the importance of water-
ing. One of my favorites is I Cor-
inthians 1:6-7  “I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God gave the growth. 
So, neither he who plants, nor he 
who waters is anything, but only 
God who gives the growth.”

Now I see that scripture com-
pletely differently. Talking to 
people isn’t enough. We have to be 
willing to be empathetic and con-
nect with others beyond the sur-
face level. Just like watering on a 
surface level isn’t enough, we have 
to be patient and wait for growth.

It’s hard being patient but there 
is a blessing that comes from 
seeing something grow. It is es-
pecially rewarding when we see 
something that looks like it is dy-
ing come back to life stronger and 
more vibrant than it was before. As 
I continue to water it intentionally 
and deeply, I’m looking forward to 
seeing my lawn transform back to 
green. Likewise, when we choose 
to pour into others, we have the 
awesome opportunity to see true 
transformation when we get out of 
the way and allow God to do His 
perfecting work.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort Worth, 
Texas based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose After a Relationship 
Ends” and “Writing to the Beat of 
God’s Heart: A Book of Prayers 
for Writers.” Email preservedby-
purpose@gmail.com or follow her 
on Twitter @shewanda.

P R E S E R V E D

Do your 
part: Water
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Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

 By Shewanda Riley
C olu m nist
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Adv ertisement for RFP
RFP 2022-23 Afterschool/ Su mmer Academic Enrichment Programs and Activ ities

Electronic RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Pre-
vailing Time), August 16, 2022 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all RFPs, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
RFP if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date RFPs are opened.
There are two (2) options in which RFP proposals may be obtained. Down-
load from Central Bidding website at www.centralbidding.com for a small fee 
of $49.99 or visit JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us and download. 
Vendors must be registered with Central Bidding in order to electronically 
upload RFPs proposals at no cost. For any questions concerning the process, 
or how to register, please contact Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, 
MS 39201.

7/28/2022, 8/4/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OW NED PROPERTY

CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 9th, 
2022, for the purchase of certain City-owned property: parcel 121-6, located 
at 275 Holland Ave in Jackson, Mississippi. Bidding for the property will start 
at $500.00. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the 
right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional 
information or for a “bid form”, contact Vic Sexton at (601) 960 1055 or e-mail 
vsexton@city.jackson.ms.us.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201). The outside of the envelope must 
be plainly marked to identify the parcel number being bid on along with the 
bidder’s name. Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will 
be opened on Tuesday, August 9th, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. 

Preferential preference will be granted to all equivalent high bidders that sub-
mitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee. If multiple equiva-
lent high bidders submitted applications, a re-bid process utilizing the Best 
and Final Offer (BAFO) between those bidders will be granted to determine 
a winner.  If multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid 
process will be repeated, if necessary, until a sole high bidder is certifi ed. 

If multiple equivalent high bidders did not submit applications to the Sur-
plus Property Committee, a re-bid process utilizing the Best and Final Of-
fer (BAFO) between those bidders will be granted to determine a winner.  If 
multiple equivalent high bidders persist after BAFO, the re-bid process will be 
repeated, if necessary, until a sole high bidder is certifi ed. 

If multiple equivalent high bidders consist of, one equivalent high bidder that 
submitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee and the other 
equivalent high bidder(s) that did not submit an application to the Surplus 
Property Committee, preferential preference will be granted to the bidder that 
submitted an application to the Surplus Property Committee. 

City reserves the right to reject any and all bids
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

7/21/2022, 7/28/2022, 8/4/2022

LEGAL

ORDINANCE APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE TEX T OF THE OFFICIAL 
LANDSCAPE AND ZONING ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF JACKSON MISSISSIPPI 
AND RESPECTIVELY ADOPTED ON AUGUST 14, 19 9 0 AND MAY 29 , 19 74 W ITH 
SUBSEQ UENT AMENDMENTS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR AND ESTABLISH 
MORE EFFECTIVE LANDSCAPING AND ZONING REGULATIONS FOR THE CITY OF 
JACKSON MISSISSIPPI.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACK-
SON, MS:

That Section 13.02. 2 of the Landscape Ordinance of the City of Jackson for screening 
requirements is hereby amended to read as follows:

All refuse areas with receptacles (dumpsters) shall be completely screened from adjacent 
properties by an enclosure that is at least 6 inches above the maximum height of the dump-
ster. and is completely enclosed on four (4) sides with one of the sides being a gate.  Those 
receptacle enclosures located in front of buildings shall be required to be landscaped. A 
Building Permit must be obtained prior to the construction and/or installation of the enclosure 
and subject to the regulations in this Section.

That Section 13.02.4 of the Landscape Ordinance of the City of Jackson for construction 
requirements is hereby amended to read as follows:

1. Enclosures shall be constructed of an opaque fi re-resistant type material including ma-
sonry, concrete, corrugated steel of not less than 18 gauge, trex, black vinyl coated chain 
link with slats maximum spacing of 1/2 inch, or any combination of these elements. Any 
combination of screening by landscaping, berms, or existing structures is also acceptable 
where it provides opaque screening from street. The enclosure shall be constructed in such 
a manner that all structural members, including braces, posts, poles and other projections, 
shall be on the interior side. The enclosures shall be of a material and color the same or 
similar to the existing principal structure.

2. The enclosure shall fully enclose the receptacle (dumpster) and shall be at least 6 inches 
above the maximum height of the dumpster.

3. All enclosures shall have pedestrian and service access gates and their construction shall 
be of sturdy metal frame and hinges with an opaque facing material. The gates shall be 
constructed with commercial grade hinges, poles and hasps. 

(a) Enclosures shall have double gates or ADA compliant gates with an approved latch.
(b) Enclosures with gates that swing out from the dumpster shall be set back from the prop-
erty line at least a distance equal to the width of the gate.
(c) Gates cannot open into a drive lane or across the sidewalk. 

4. All new developments shall have bollards placed around the area of the dumpster to pro-
tect the enclosure from being hit during the emptying process, preserve the life and aesthet-
ics of the enclosure and to prevent gates from swinging open into traffi c.

That Section 18 of the Landscape Ordinance of the City of Jackson for enforcement require-
ments is hereby amended to read as follows:

Violation by any person of the provisions of this article or failure to comply with any of its 
requirements, after written notifi cation by the Zoning Administrator, or designee, of the City of 
the type, nature, and extent of the violation of this Ordinance, shall, upon conviction thereof, 
constitute a misdemeanor. Any person who violates the provisions of this Ordinance or fails 
to comply with any of its requirements within after having been duly notifi ed in writing, by 
certifi ed mail, by the Zoning Administrator, or designee, of the City, shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be fi ned not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00). Each day such violation 
continues shall be considered a new and separate offense. Nothing herein contained shall 
prevent the City from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy 
any violation.

That Article II, Section 202 of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson, Mississippi for interpreta-
tions and defi nitions, is hereby amended to read as follows:

202.47 Dwelling, Manufactured Home: A dwelling unit, designed and built in a factory, which 
bears a seal certifying that it was built in compliance with the National Manufactured Housing 
Construction and Safety Standards Act. The structure will be designed for occupancy as a 
principal single family unit. 

202.47 (a) Dwelling, Mobile Home: A movable residential dwelling designed for year-round 
occupancy with no foundation other than wheels, jacks, or skirtings and capable of be-
ing moved, towed, or transported by another vehicle.  These units were built prior to June 
15,1976 and are not constructed in accordance with the National Manufacturing Housing 
Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974. 

202.47(b) Dwelling, Modular Home: A residential dwelling manufactured in whole or in part 
in an off-site manufacturing facility designed to be transported to a building site by a carrier 
which is not designed to be permanently attached to the dwelling or remain with it after the 
structure is placed on its permanent foundation. Modular homes are not constructed with 
an integral chassis, permanent hitch, wheels, axles, or other device allowing transportation. 
Modular homes must meet the International Building Code and be inspected and approved 
by the Building Offi cial.

That Article VI, Section 602.03.3   for uses permitted as Use Permits in the R-1 (Single-family 
Residential District is hereby amended to read as follows:

The following uses are permitted provided they are established in accordance with the pro-
cedures and provisions of this Ordinance:

Note: Items 1-10 will remain the same. 
11. Manufactured Home when:
a. The unit is not located in a platted subdivision or in the R-1A & R-3 Residential Districts;
b. The unit is new or less than ten (10) years old;

c. The units are similar to surrounding neighborhood features;
d. Landscaping is similar to surrounding neighborhood features;
e. The permanent hitch, wheels, axles, or other devices allowing transportation are removed; 
f. The unit is erected on a conventional foundation and is permanently affi xed to the property; 
g. Permanent water and sewer facilities are available to the site; and
h. The unit has a HUD Certifi cation Label (tag);

Prior to the placement of the unit on the site and the issuance of a building permit, Site Plan 
Review clearance and documented approval of the unit from the State of Mississippi Fire 
Marshall’s Offi ce must be obtained.
That Article VI, Section 602.03.1 for uses permitted as Use Permits in the R-1A (Single-
family) Residential District is hereby amended to read as follows:
The following uses are permitted provided they are established in accordance with the pro-
cedures and provisions of this Ordinance:
Any and all Use Permits allowed in the R-1 (Single-family) Residential District except for 
manufactured homes which are listed separately in the relevant residential zoning districts

That Article VI, Section 602.04.2(a) for uses permitted as Use Permits in the R-1E (Single-
family) Residential District is hereby amended to read as follows:

The following uses are permitted provided they are established in accordance with the pro-
cedures and provisions of this Ordinance:

Any and all Use Permits allowed in the R-1 (Single-family Estate) Residential District ex-
cept for manufactured homes which are listed separately in the relevant residential zoning 
districts

That Article VI, Section 602.05.3   for uses permitted as Use Permits in the R-2 (Single-family 
& Two-family) Residential District is hereby amended to read as follows:

The following uses are permitted provided they are established in accordance with the pro-
cedures and provisions of this Ordinance:

1. Any and all Use Permits allowed in R-1A

2. Manufactured Home when:
a. The unit is new or less than ten (10) years old;
b. The units are similar to surrounding neighborhood features;
c. Landscaping is similar to surrounding neighborhood features;
d. The permanent hitch, wheels, axles, or other devices allowing transportation are removed; 
e. The unit is erected on a conventional foundation and is permanently affi xed to the prop-
erty; 
f. Permanent water and sewer facilities are available to the site; and 
g. The unit has a HUD Certifi cation Label (tag);

Prior to the placement of the unit on the site and the issuance of a building permit, Site Plan 
Review clearance and documented approval of the unit from the State of Mississippi Fire 
Marshall’s Offi ce must be obtained.

That Article VI, Section 602.13.3.3 for uses permitted as Use Permits in the SR (Suburban 
Rural) Residential District is hereby amended to read as follows:

The following uses are permitted provided they are established in accordance with the pro-
cedures and provisions of this Ordinance:

Note: Items 1-4 will remain the same. 

5. Manufactured Home when:
a. The unit is new or less than ten (10) years old;
b. The units are similar to surrounding neighborhood features;
c. Landscaping is similar to surrounding neighborhood features;
d. The permanent hitch, wheels, axles, or other devices allowing transportation are removed; 
e. The unit is erected on a conventional foundation and is permanently affi xed to the prop-
erty; 
f. Permanent water and sewer facilities are available to the site; and
g. The unit has a HUD Certifi cation Label (tag);

Prior to the placement of the unit on the site and the issuance of a building permit, Site Plan 
Review clearance and documented approval from the State of Mississippi Fire Marshall’s 
offi ce.

That this Ordinance shall be in force and effect thirty (30) days after passage and after pub-
lication of the same by the petitioner.

Vice President Lee moved adoption; Council Member Hartley seconded.

Yeas- Banks, Foote, Hartley and Lee.
Nays- None.
Absent- Grizzell, Lindsay and Stokes.

ATTEST:

Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of records 
and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact 
copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Zoning Council Meeting June 20, 
2022 and recorded in Minute Book “6V, Pgs. 217-220”.

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 29th day of July, 2022.

SEAL                                           Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk
8/4/2022
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PUBLIC NOTICE
REQ UEST FOR PROPOSALS ( RFP)

PHASE I, FARISH STREET DEVELOPMENT 
OF LIMITED COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES 

LOCATED W ITHIN THE 200 BLOCK.

The Jackson Redevelopment Authority (JRA) 
is seeking proposals from interested parties 
for the development of Limited Commercial 
Property(ies) owned by JRA, located within the 
200 Block of the Historic Farish Street District, 
Downtown Jackson, MS. The Request for Pro-
posals (RFP) will be available to the public be-
ginning August 1, 2022, at www.jrams.org. Cop-
ies of the full RFP will be available for online 
review and download. All proposal responses 
must be received by JRA no later than Friday, 
September 30, 2022, at 4:00pm CDT. JRA re-
serves the right to cancel all solicitations and to 
accept or reject, in whole or in part, all propos-
als for any reason or to redevelop the project by 
other means at JRA’s sole discretion.

DEADLINE FOR RESPONSE:
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2022, AT 4PM

A virtual pre-proposal informational meeting will 
be held via zoom:
Monday, August 29, 2022, at 2:00 p.m.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND
The registration link will be available online 7 
days prior to the meeting at www.jrams.org .

For additional information about this solicitation, 
contact JRA via email at info@jrams.org or de-
velop@jrams.org or by phone at 601.960.1815. 
Emails are preferred and strongly encouraged.

7/28/2022, 8/4/2022, 8/11/2022, 8/18/2022, 8/25/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING AND A USE PERMIT 
ZONING CASE NO. 4182

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 
Shawn Maxer has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an appli-
cation requesting a Rezoning from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to C-1A 
(Restricted) Commercial District to allow for the construction of a barbershop for the 
property located on Parcel 220-91 on Ellis Ave and a Use Permit to allow for accessory 
parking on Parcel  220-92 on Ellis Ave. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Parcel 220-91
LOT 4 BLK B CHESWOOD PARK SUB PT 2

Parcel 220-92
LOT 5 BLK B CHESWOOD PARK SUB PT 2

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 24, 2022, at which time 
all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the 
Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accom-
modate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY 
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO 
OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SO-
CIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.
MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST 17, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of July 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

8/4/2022, 8/18/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 
ZONING CASE NO. 4184

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 
Reuben Jones has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an applica-
tion requesting a Use Permit in a R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to allow for 
the placement of a manufactured house on the property located at 195 Elton Rd. 
(Parcel 872-159). in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

Lot 9 & 10, Marshall Subdivision, a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof 
on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, 
Mississippi in plat book 4 at page 114, reference to which is hereby made in aid of 
and as a part of this description,

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 24, 2022, at which time 
all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made 
to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY 
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO 
OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SO-
CIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.
MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST 17, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of July 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

8/4/2022, 8/18/2022

www.themississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 9AUGUST 4 - 10, 2022



C L ASSI F I E D

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 4180

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at 
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any 
way affected thereby, that Sara  Jaquan Jackson have fi led with the Plan-
ning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit in 
a C-3 (General) Commercial District to allow for the operation of a tattooing 
and piercing parlor in Suite F of the property located at 350 North Mart Pla a 
(Parcel 430-16-4). in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, 
and being more particularly described as:

Tract I. 
A parcel of land being situated in Lots 2 and 3 of Block “L” of the North View 
Addition, Part 2, according to the map or plat thereof on fi le and of record in 
the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, ref-
erence to which is made in aid hereof, and being more particularly described 
as follows:

Commence at the intersection of the East right-of-way line of North State 
Street and the North right-of-way line of North Mart Pla a, (street dedicated 
by Deed Book 1082, Page 245, dated May 15, 1958), marked by a found ” 
iron pin, and being 225 feet Northeasterly of and 30.9 feet Westerly of the 
Southwest corner of said Lot 3, Block “L” of North View Addition as indicated 
in previously recorded deeds;

Thence run Easterly along said North right-of-way line of North Mart Pla a for 
a distance of 471.65 feet to a set 5/8” iron pin, and being The Point of Begin-
ning of said Tract I;

Thence continue Easterly along said North right-of-way for a distance of 50.0 
feet to a set 5/8” iron pin;

Thence turn to the left through an angle of 82 degrees 13 minutes and run 
Northeasterly for a distance of 184.1 feet to a set 5/8” iron pin;

Thence turn to the left through an angle of 96 degrees 44 minutes and run 
Westerly for a distance of 50.0 feet to a set 5/8” iron pin;

Thence turn to the left through an angle of 83 degrees 18 minutes and run 
Southwesterly for a distance of 185.0 feet to the Point of Beginning, contain-
ing 9,157 square feet, more or less.

Being the same property as described in Deed Book 1086, at Page 324.

Tract II. 
A parcel of land being situated in Lots 2 and 3 of Block “L” of the North View 
Addition, Part 2, according to the map or plat thereof on fi le and of record in 
the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, ref-
erence to which is made in aid hereof, and being more particularly described 
as follows:

Commence at the intersection of the East right-of-way line of North State 
Street and the North right-of-way line of North Mart Pla a, (street dedicated 
by Deed Book 1082, Page 245, dated May 15, 1958), marked by a found 1/2” 
iron pin, and being 225 feet Northeasterly of and 30.9 feet Westerly of the 
Southwest corner of said Lot 3, Block “L” of North View Addition as indicated 
in previously recorded deeds;

Thence run Easterly along said North right-of-way line of North Mart Pla a for 
a distance of 521.65 feet to a set 5/8” iron pin, and being the Point of Begin-
ning of said Tract Il;

Thence continue Easterly along said North right-of-way for a distance of 70.0 
feet to a found 1/2” iron pin;

Thence turn to the left through an angle of 82 degrees 10 minutes and run 
Northeasterly for a distance of 182.9 feet to a found 1/2” iron pin;

Thence turn to the left through an angle of 96 degrees 47 minutes and run 
Westerly for a distance of 70.0 feet to a set 5/8” iron pin;

Thence turn to the left through an angle of 83 degrees 16 minutes and run 
Southwesterly for a distance of 184.1 feet to the Point of Beginning, contain-
ing 12,743 square feet, more or less.

Being the same property as described in Deed Book 1086, at Page 320.

Tract III. 
A parcel of land being situated in Lots 2 and 3 of Block “L” of the North View 
Addition, Part 2, according to the map or plat thereof on fi le and of record in 
the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds Count at Jackson, Mississippi, refer-
ence to which is made in aid hereof, and being more particularly described 
as follows:

Commence at the Northwest corner of “Parcel Number 6” as shown on Plat 
dated March 22, 1957, (revised April 8, 1960) prepared by W.A. Akin, Civil En-
gineer, recorded in Deed Book 1266 at Page 415 of the aforesaid Chancery 
Clerk, also being the Northwest corner of Tract I, Deed Book 1086 at Page 
324, marked by a set 5/8” iron pin, and being the Point of Beginning.

Thence run Northeasterly along an extension of the West line of said Parcel 
Number 6/Tract I, for a distance of 10.0 feet to a set 5/8” iron pin;

Thence Easterly and parallel to the North line of said Parcel Number 6Tract I 
for a distance of 60.0 feet to a set 5/8” iron pin;

Thence Southwesterly and parallel the West line of said Parcel Number 6/
tract II for a distance of 10.0 feet to a set 5/8” iron pin on the North line of 
Parcel Number 7 as shown on aforesaid Plat/Tract Il, Deed Book 1086, at 
Page 320;

Thence Westerly along the North line of said Parcels Number 6 and 7/Tracts 
I and Il for a distance of
60.0 feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 596 square feet, more or less.

Being the same property as described in Deed 1266 at Page 415.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, Au-
gust 24, 2022, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will 
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citi ens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEAR-
ING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRI-
OR TO AUGUST 17, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of July 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

8/4/2022, 8/18/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 4181

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that River Ridge, LLC has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson, an application requesting a Re oning from C-2 (Limited) Commercial 
District to C-3 (General) Commercial to be consistent with the oning of  the 
adjacent properties to increase the development opportunities for the property 
located at 2095 Dunbarton Dr. (Parcels: 590-57, 590-57-2, 590-57-4, 590-57-5 

 590-57-3). in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

Parcels 590-57-2  590-57-4

Being situated in Lot 5, Section 30, T6N-R2E, Jackson, Hinds County, Missis-
sippi and being more particularly described as follows;

Commence at the intersection of the West boundary of said Lot 5 of Section 
30, T6N-R2E, with the Southern R.O.W. line of Mississippi Highway 25, and 
run thence Easterly, along the Southern R.O.W. line of Mississippi Highway 25, 
1,261.02 feet; turn thence to the right through a de  ection angle of 90 degrees 
00 minutes and run Southerly, 450.00 feet to the Southern R.O.W. line of a 50 
foot wide street; turn thence to the left through a de  ection angle of 90 degrees 
00 minutes and run Easterly, along the Southern R.O.W. line of said street, 70.00 
feet to an iron bar marking the POINT OF BEGINNING for the property herein de-
scribed: continue Easterly, along the Southern R.O.W. line of said street, 281.50 
feet to an iron bar; turn thence through an interior angle of 90 degrees 00 minutes 
and run Southerly, 270.00 feet to an iron bar; turn thence through an interior 
angle of 90 degrees 00 minutes and run Westerly, 359.50 feet to an iron bar; turn 
thence through an interior angle of 90 degrees 00 minutes and run Northerly, 
145.00 feet to an iron bar; turn thence through an interior angle of 90 degrees 00 
minutes and run Easterly, 78.00 feet to an iron bar; turn thence through an interior 
angle of 270 degrees 00 minutes and run Northerly, 125.00 feet to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING containing 87,315 square feet or 2.004 acres, more or less.

Parcel 590-57-5

Commencing at the point of intersection of the West line of Lot 5, Section 30, 
T6N, R2E Hinds County, Mississippi, and Southerly R.O.W. of Mississippi High-
way 25, said point being 175 feet from the center of said R.O.W.: run thence 
Easterly along said R.O.W. 1261.02 feet to a point; thence turn right through a 
de  ection angle of 90 degrees and run Southerly 720 feet to the Point of Begin-
ning of the property herein described; thence turn left 90 degrees and run Easter-
ly 356.5 feet; thence turn right 90 degrees and run Southerly 30 feet; thence turn 
right 90 degrees and run Westerly 356.5 feet; thence turn right and run Northerly 
30 feet to the Point of Beginning.

Parcel 590-57

Being situated in Lot 5, Section 30, T6N-R2E, Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the intersection of the West Boundary of said Lot 5 of Section 
30, T6N-R2E, with the Southern R.O.W. line of Mississippi Highway 25, and 
run thence Easterly along the Southern R.O.W. line of Mississippi Highway 25, 
1261.02 feet; turn thence to the right through a de  ection angle of 90000’ and 
run Southerly, 450.00 feet to the Southern R.O.W. line of a 50’ wide street; turn 
thence to the left through a de  ection angle of 90000’ and run Easterly, along the 
Southern R.O.W line of said street, 510.42 feet; run thence Southeasterly, along 
the arc of a curve in the said Southern R.O.W. line, 39.65 feet to an iron bar to 
the Point of Beginning for the herein described easement; said curve having a 
radius of 50.00 feet and a delta angle of 450 39’ 37”; thence backsighting along 
the chord of said curve, turn thence through an interior angle of 149042’ and run 
Southerly, 116.50 feet; turn thence right through a de  ection angle of 210 04’ 30” 
and run Southwesterly, 91.45 feet; turn thence right through a de  ection angle 
of 25 0 41’ and run Southwesterly, 35.48 feet; turn thence to the right through a 
de  ection angle of 32 0 14’ 30” and run Southwesterly, 54.27 feet, turn thence to 
the right through a de  ection angle of 110 00’ and run Westerly, 426.00 feet to the 
proposed East R.O.W. line of River Ridge Drive; turn thence through an interior 
angle of 900 00’ and run Southerly, 20.0 feet; turn thence through an interior an-
gle of 900 00’ and run Easterly, 427.91 feet; turn thence through an interior angle 
of 169 0 00’ and run Northeasterly, 61.98 feet; turn thence through an interior 
angle of 147 0 45’ 30” and run Northeasterly, 45.83 feet; turn thence through an 
interior angle of 1540 19’ and run Northeasterly, 99.72 feet; turn thence through 
an interior angle of 1580 55’ 30” and run Northerly, 111.23 feet to the Southern 
R.O.W. line of aforesaid 50’ wide street; run thence Northwesterly, along the arc 
of a curve in the Southern R.O.W. line of said street, 22.11 feet to the Point of 
Beginning.

Parcel 590-57-3

A tract of land lying and being in the fi rst Judicial District of Hinds County, Missis-
sippi, and being situated in Lot 5, Section 30, Township 6 North, Range 2 East, 
Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as 
follows:

Commence at the intersection of the West boundary of said Lot 5 of Section 30, 
Township 6 North, Range 2 East, with the Southern R.O.W. line of Mississippi 
Highway 25, and run thence Easterly, along the Southern R.O.W. line of Missis-
sippi Highway 25, 1261.02 feet; turn thence to the right through a de  ection angle 
of 90 degrees 00 minutes and run Southerly, 450.00 feet to the Southern R.O.W. 
line of a 50 foot wide street; turn thence to the left through a de  ection angle of 
90 degrees 00 minutes and run Easterly, along the Southern R.O.W. line of said 
street , 351.50 feet to the Northeast corner of and the Point of Beginning for the 
property herein described; continue thence Easterly, along the South R.O.W. line 
of said street 158.92 feet; run thence Southeasterly, along the arc of a curve 
in the said Southern R.O.W. line, 39.85 feet to an iron bar, said curve having a 
radius of 50 feet and a delta angle of 45 degrees 39 minutes 37 seconds; thence 
backsighting along the chord of said curve, turn thence through an interior angle 
of 149 degrees 42 minutes and run Southerly, 116.50 feet; turn thence through 
an interior angle of 158 degrees 55 minutes 30 seconds and run Southwest-
erly, 91.45 feet; turn thence through an interior angle of 154 degrees 19 minutes 
and run Southwesterly, 35.48 feet to an iron bar; turn thence through an interior 
angle of 147 degrees 45 minutes 30 seconds and run Westerly, 54.27 feet to an 
iron bar; turn thence through an interior angle of 169 degrees 00 minutes and 
run Westerly, 66.50 feet; turn thence through an interior angle of 90 degrees 00 
minutes and run Northerly, 270 feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 1.018 
acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Pres-
ident Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 24, 
2022, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard 
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon 
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council 
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citi ens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFE-
TY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLI-
CANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECON-
FERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF 
MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING 
EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO AUGUST 
17, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of July 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

8/4/2022, 8/18/2022

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE 

ZONING CASE NO. 4167

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of 
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given 
to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that East Ridge, LLC has fi led with the 
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Variance from the required lot 
width of 60’ for R-1A oned properties to allow for six  (6) 52’7” wide lots for the property located at 0 
Douglass Dr. (Parcel 540-344-1) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

79.525.5 Square Feet or 1.8256 Acres consisting of part of the property in Lot 36 of the E.D. Fon-
dren Estate, a subdivision in Section 24, T6N/R2E, the City of Jackson, First Judicial District, Hinds 
County, Mississippi the Record Plat of which is fi led in Plat Book 7 at Page 30 of the Hinds County 
Land Records for the said First Judicial District, said property being more fully described as follows:

Begin at the NW corner of Lot 1 of Ha levern Heights, a subdivision in Section 24, T6N/RIE, the City 
of Jackson, First Judicial District, Hinds County Mississippi the Record Plat of which is fi led in Plat 
Book 10 at Page 20 of the Hinds County Land Records for the First Judicial District, said point being 
on the South line of the right-of-way for Douglas Drive and proceed thence:

S11  14’ 44”E along the West line of Lots 1 and 4 of Ha levern Heights for 572.30 feet to a point on 
the North line of the property conveyed to Dorothy D. Johnson by the Warranty Deed fi led in Deed 
Book 2554 at page 320 and Deed Book 2552 at page 693 of the Hinds County Land Records for 
the First Judicial District; thence, S 80  16’ 17”W along the North line of the above cited Dorothy D. 
Johnson property for 200.0 feet to a point on the East line of Lot 26 of Eastwood Place, Part 2, a 
subdivision in Section 24, T6N/RIE, the City of Jackson, First Judicial District, Hinds County Missis-
sippi the Record Plat of which is fi led in Plat Book 21 at Page 6 of the Hinds County Land Records 
for the First Judicial District; thence,

N 11  19’ 00”W along the East line of Lots 26, 25, and 24 of Eastwood Place, Part 2 for 315.81 
feet; thence,

N 78  41’ E for 140.33 feet; thence,

N 11 14’ 44”W for 274.64 feet to a point on the South line of the right-of-way for Douglas Drive; 
thence,

S 79  40’ E along the South line of the right-of-way for Douglas Drive for 65.51 feet to the POINT 
OF BEGINNING

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Confer-
ence Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 
1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 24, 2022, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection 
thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citi ens need for interpreters or auxiliary 
aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, 
THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND 
THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE 
WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.
JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO August 17, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of July 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

8/4/2022, 8/18/2022
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ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON MISSISSIPPI DESIGNATING THE 
19 TH DAY OF JUNE OF EACH YEAR AS A HOLIDAY W ITHIN THE CITY OF JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI.

WHEREAS, Public Law 117-17 known as the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act was ap-
proved by the 117th Congress on or about June 17, 2021 and established a legal public holiday; and

WHEREAS, the Juneteenth holiday is the fi rst holiday to be approved since Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
holiday in the year 1983; and

WHEREAS, the Juneteenth holiday commemorates June 19, 1965 when slaves in certain states 
received news that Abraham Lincoln had issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 
1863; and

WHEREAS, the Mississippi legislature has not passed a similar law recogni ing Juneteenth as a 
state holiday; and

WHEREAS, the legal holidays declared by the State of Mississippi are codifi ed at Section 3 3-7(1) 
of the Mississippi Code and are as follows:  (1) fi rst day of January (New Year’s Day); (2)  the third 
Monday of January (Robert E. Lee’s birthday and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday); (3) the third 
Monday of February (Washington’s birthday); (4) the last Monday of April (Confederate Memorial 
Day); (5) the last Monday of May (National Memorial Day and Jefferson Davis’ birthday); (6) the 
fourth day of July (Independence Day); (7) the fi rst Monday of September (Labor Day); (8) the 
eleventh day of November (Armistice or Veterans’ Day); (9) the day fi xed by proclamation by the 
Governor as a day of Thanksgiving which shall be fi xed to correspond to the date proclaimed by 
the President of the United States (Thanksgiving Day) and (10) the twenty-fi fth day of December 
(Christmas Day); and

WHEREAS, Section 3-3-7(1) of the Mississippi Code also states that if a holiday falls on a Sunday, 
then the next following day shall be a legal holiday; and

WHEREAS, Section 3-3-7(2) of the Mississippi Code states that in lieu of any one (1) legal holiday 
provided for in subsection (1) with the exception of the third Monday in January and the eleventh 
day of November (Armistice or Veteran’s Day), the governing authorities of any municipality may 
declare by order spread upon its minutes any one (1) other day of the year to be a legal holiday; and

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson have not declared Confederate Me-
morial Day to be a legal holiday; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson does recogni e and observe the fourth day of July known as In-
dependence Day; and

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson believe that it is befi tting, reason-
able, and logical to also recogni e and observe the second holiday commemorating independence 
known as Juneteenth National Independence Day or Juneteenth; and

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson have determined that the Juneteenth 
National Independence Day holiday should be observed in lieu of Confederate Memorial Day pursu-
ant to Section 3-3-7(2) of the Mississippi Code.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON MISSISSIPPI that 
the June 19th of each year shall be observed as legal holiday in the City of Jackson, Mississippi.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON MIS-
SISSIPPI if June 19th falls on a Saturday, then the holiday shall be observed on the previous Friday.  
If June 19th falls on a Sunday, then the holiday shall be observed on the following Monday.

The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective in accordance with the provisions of Section 
21-13-11 of the Mississippi Code.

Vice President Lee moved adoption; Council Member Banks seconded.
Yeas  Banks, Foote, Gri ell, Hartley, Lee, Lindsay and Stokes.
Nays  None. 
Absent  None.   

ATTEST:
Angela Harris
Municipal Clerk

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful custodian of records and 
seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an 
Order passed by the City Council at its Regular Council Meeting June 7, 2022 and recorded in 
Minute Book “6v, Pgs. 172-175”.

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 2nd day of August, 2022.

SEAL           Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk
8/4/2022
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PRIVATE ADOPTION: Kind, nerdy, lov-
ing couple hoping to adopt a baby.
Certified to adopt. Legal expenses paid.
Paul and Val call/text: 1-347-480-9505.
www.paulandvaladopt.com

HUNT CLUB ON YOUR PROPERTY?
DOUBLE YOUR MONEY! #1 Hunting
Lease Company in America. Full service,
customized contracts. Base Camp
Leasing. 1-888-871-1982.

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
today with a GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. $0 Money Down plus low
monthly payment options. Request a FREE
QUOTE - Call now before the next power
outage: 1-844-316-8630
THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your home.
Full installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
355-7099.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / m s p r e s s
#6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED OR DISPLAY
ADVERTISING available at discounted
rates. Great for advertisers who need to
reach multiple market locations with your
message and yet stay within a reasonable
advertising budget. Mississippi Press is
happy to assist with your advertising
budgeting plans. 601-981-3060

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 1-855-393-
5067. Week of July 31, 2022

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e
S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

F o r S a l e

F a r m E q u i p m e n t

A d o p t i o n s
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STATEWIDE
In 95 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
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1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement Available

To Place Your Ad Order Call: 

MS Press Services 
601-981-3060
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Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
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DENTAL Insurance
If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get 
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. 
Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-855-584-8517 
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Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the 
TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by 
associated attorneys licensed in other states.

855-589-1054

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?
We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive 
   for quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and 
  takes only minutes to complete

We Can Help!

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(844) 355-7099

*O�er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING AND A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 4183

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Luxe Homes, LLC has fi led with the Plan-
ning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a R ezo ning 
from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential to R-2 (Single-Family  Two-Family) 
Residential District to allow for the construction of a 2-unit town house devel-
opment for the property located on Parcel 507-2 (formerly 5016 Old Canton 
Rd) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as:

Lot 1, Briarwood Addition, Part 1, a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 17 at page 26, reference 
to which is hereby m ade in aid of and as a part of this description

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, Au-
gust 24, 2022, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will 
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if m ade in writing m ust be 
fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accom m odate citize ns need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEAR-
ING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRI-
OR TO AUGUST 17, 2022.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of July 2022.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

8/4/2022, 8/18/2022

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 
S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jack-
son, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 PM, local time (CT), Tuesday, August 23, 
2022, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud for:

The demolition and cleaning of the following parcel:

1. 437-3 located at 807 E. Northside Dr.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citiz ens, through various program s, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, cor-
porations, and/ or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who 
seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in 
the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City resi-
dents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City.   As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid 
subm ission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’ s E qual 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the City’s Or-
dinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from  being awarded an 
eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 

601-960-1055.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy 
of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all 
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invita-
tion and will not be discrim inated against on the grounds of race, color, national 
origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offi ces of 
the Community Improvement Division located at 200 S. President Street, Suite 
331, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1054. Prospective bid-
ders may obtain copies of all materials required for bidding purposes.  There 
is NO charge for electronic or e-mail copies.  Offi cial bid documents can be 
downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com.  Electronic bids 
can be submitted at www.centralbidding.com.  For any questions relating to the 
electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  The City 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all irregulari-
ties in respect to any bid subm itted or to accept any bid which is deem ed m ost 
favorable to the City of Jackson.

by:  
LaTonya Miller, Manager    
Community Improvement Division of Planning and Development 

8/4/2022, 8/18/2022

LEGAL

AUGUST 06, 2022
AUCTION OF CITY OF JACKSON

IMPOUNDED VEHICLES

To all interested parties, known or unknown,

Pursuant to the MS State Code of 1972, Section 21-39-21, the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, will sell at Public Auction, the impounded, abandoned, lost, 
stolen, or m isplaced m otor vehicles and equipm ent listed on the attached 
schedule.  Unclaimed motor vehicles and equipment may be sold after the 
expiration of ninety (90) days from their receipt or recovery by the City of 
Jackson.  The auction will be held at the City’s Garage/Impound Lot facility 

located at 4225-C Michael Avalon Street on Saturday, August 06, 2022 start-
ing at 10:00 a.m.

A list and description of abandoned/unclaimed vehicles will be posted pursu-
ant to statutory requirem ents in the following locations:

H inds County Court H ouse
H inds Country Chancery Court Building
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s Offi ce

7/21/2022, 7/28/2022, 8/4/2022



Alcorn State University joins 
fi ve Mississippi universities in 
a list of 623 ranked public and 
private institutions and is ranked 
among the top HBCUs in the na-
tion in Money’s “The Best Col-
leges in America, Ranked by 
Value.”

In its listing released May 16, 
Money ranked more than 600 col-
leges and universities after look-
ing at more than 2,400 institutions 
with above-average graduation 
rates.

Scoring included 24 measures 
within three broad categories: 
quality, affordability and out-
comes. The quality measures fo-
cused on graduation rates; afford-
ability looked at the net price of 
a degree, student and parent bor-
rowing and loan repayment rates; 
and outcomes evaluated the me-
dian earnings, the share of alumni 
working and the share of alumni 
earning more than a high school 
graduate.

According to the release, the 
analysis also includes four “val-

ue-added” calculations, which 
compared a school’s performance 
against its predicted performance 
after accounting for the standard-
ized test scores and percentage of 
low-income students among its 
enrollees.

“This year’s Best Colleges list 
is a new take on our long-standing 
commitment to helping families 
make a smart college choice,” 
says Money Executive Editor 
Mike Ayers. “We changed things 
up so more students could use 
this list to make educated choices 

about investing in their future.”
Felecia M. Nave, president of 

Alcorn State University, believes 
the survey indicates Alcorn is a 
great choice.

“Attending college is one of 
the biggest fi nancial decisions 
that students and their families 
will make,” Nave said. “Alcorn 
has long been known for its sup-
portive learning environment and 
providing an affordable and ex-
ceptional educational experience 
that prepares graduates for a life-
time of success.

In a previous study, Money and 
Essence magazines ranked Al-
corn at No. 9 in their “The Best 
HBCUs: Essence and Money 
Rank Top Colleges for Black 
Students” and No. 32 in “The 50 
Best Colleges for African-Ameri-
cans” which includes nationally-
recognized schools such as Har-
vard, Duke and Georgia Tech. 
In addition to data compiled by 
Money for its annual Best Col-
lege rankings, the study found 
these schools provide black stu-
dents with the best combination 
of representation, affordability 
and postgrad earnings.

Alcorn State also made the top 
ten in a new study “HBCUs with 
the Highest Payoff for Black Stu-
dents.” The data-driven college 
rankings site OnlineU released 
their ranked list of the median 
salaries of HBCUs’ alumni and 
compares them to other black 
graduates in the state.

According to the study, gradu-
ates of Alcorn State earned 
the highest economic return of 
HBCU alumni in Mississippi.

Brandon Taylor of Ridgeland believes 
Hinds Community College was the best fi rst 
stop for him in his higher education career.

Taylor, who attended the Raymond Cam-
pus, was the student speaker for one of two 
graduation ceremonies held July 28. He plans 
to transfer to either Jackson State University 
or the University of Southern Mississippi to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. 

“Hinds has helped me grow as a person and 
as a student. Transitioning from high school 
to college, I was not as prepared as I thought 
I would be. I ended up having bad grades, but 
all of that changed my 2nd semester. I learned 
to start setting goals for myself, learned how 
to maintain a job while being in school full 
time and improve to a 4.0 GPA,” Taylor said.

“These past couple years at Hinds were 
not always easy. Trying to fi gure out how 
to maintain our work while going through a 
pandemic or trying to stay awake on zoom 
calls from home was challenging. But what 
we learned as graduates is resilience and how 
to overcome challenges,” he said.

Hinds Community College awarded 653 
degrees and certifi cates to 555 students. Of 
those graduating, 120 graduated cum laude 
with a grade point average of 3.2 to 3.59; 
62 graduated magna cum laude with a grade 
point average of 3.6 to 3.99 and 84 graduated 
summa cum laude with a grade point average 
of 4.0.

Shalisa Cain of Jackson gave the invoca-
tion and benediction at the 3:30 p.m. cer-
emony. Last year she received an associate 
degree in culinary arts and returned for a year 
to the Jackson Campus to add the hotel and 
hospitality management degree. She was a 
member of Phi Theta Kappa honor society. 
She recently bought a food truck.

Hinds President Stephen Vacik challenged 

the new graduates to “pursue a path of service 
to others. Make a difference in the world. We 
need more change agents and fewer channel 
changers.

“Give each task in life your best effort and 

then give just a little more. Work hard, ac-
complish much and view each obstacle along 
the way as a stepping stone rather than a 
stumbling block,” he said.

EDUCATION

Brandon Taylor of Ridgeland was a student speaker for the July 28 Hinds Community College   
graduation ceremony. BRAD SMITH/HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Cain of Jackson, left, gave the invocation and benediction at one of two graduation ceremonies 
on July 28 at Hinds Community College. Brandon Taylor of Ridgeland gave the student speech. 
They are with Hinds President Dr. Stephen Vacik, center. BRAD SMITH/HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Cadets attend Restoration Retreat at Piney Woods

Cadets enjoying nature and technology

Cadets learning techniques to combat stress.

www.themississippilink.com  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 13AUGUST 4 - 10, 2022

Alcorn State named to Best 
Colleges in America 2022 by Money

Graduation speaker: Hinds 
CC ‘helped me to grow’

Nissan believes in 
the power of education.

W e a r e pr o ud 
suppo r t er s o f  
st udent s a nd 
educ a t o r s 
ev er y w her e.

JPS scholar JROTC Ca-
dets Talan Pointer of Murrah, 
Jaleel Henderson of Callaway, 
Robert Harris of Jim Hill, Ce-
dric Taylor of  Provine, Jayden 
Henderson of Callaway, Ka-
mron Peele of Forest Hill, 
Kenneth King of Provine, and 
Xaverion Wright of Callaway 
attended The Fund II Foun-
dation’s Restoration Retreat 
at Piney Woods School from 
June 26 to July 2, 2022. 

During the retreat, the schol-
ars were introduced to yoga 
and meditation and taught how 
to use breathing and relaxation 
techniques to help combat 
stress and anxiety, practice an-
ger management and establish 

confl ict resolution.
The retreat also consisted of 

daily workshops in fi nancial 
management, fi lm and pho-
tography, culinary arts, STEM 
and African dance. They were 
also exposed to nature and 
wildlife recreational exercises 
such as fi shing, horseback rid-
ing and bird watching.

Upon completion of the re-
treat, each scholar was offered 
a verbal invite to attend the 
same retreat next summer in 
Colorado.

Each was awarded an annual 
$5,000 college scholarship. 

Jayden and Jaleel Hender-
son received verbal offers for 
college internships next sum-
mer.

Eight JPS JROTC 
cadets attend the 
Fund II Foundation 
Restoration Retreat

Mississippi Link Newswire

Alcorn State University Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire



School will start soon, and 
you ’ re going to meet a lot of new 
kids.  Y ou ’ ll meet kids from oth-
er towns and mayb e from other 
cou ntries;  some will have lighter 
hair and some will have darker 
skin.  M ayb e they will look like 
you , and mayb e they won’ t, so 
why not fi nd out what’s different 
and interesting ab ou t those new 
kids b y reading one ( or all)  of 
these great b ooks. . . .

D o you  know where you r new 
classmates will live?  I n “ M y 

T own M i P u eb lo”  b y N icho-
las Solis, illu strated b y L u isi 
Urib e ( N ancy P au lsen B ooks, 
$ 1 7 . 9 9 ) , two cou sins live very 
near one another, and very ap art.  
She lives in the U. S. , he lives in 
M ex ico, and they’ re sep arated 
b y a b ig river.

I n this b ook, they tell you  
ab ou t their towns –  her, in E ng-
lish;  him, in Sp anish –  they ex -
p lain why they like visiting one 
another in the town across the 
river, and what they do for fu n.  

T his is a great b ook for kids 
who are b ilingu al, and for those 

who may have p laymates that 
are.  L ook for it Au gu st 1 6 .

F or the child who straddles 
two cu ltu res or for the kid whose 
p laymates do, “ American D esi”  
b y J yoti R ajan G op al, illu strat-
ed b y Su p riya K elkar ( L ittle, 
B rown Y ou ng R eaders $ 1 8 . 9 9 ) , 
is the b ook to share.  H ere, a 
you ng girl has “ one foot”  in 
America and the other in I ndia.  
So is she I ndian or American. . .  
or b oth?  C an she enjoy her B in-
dis and b angles and still like hip -
hop  mu sic?  H ow she reconciles 
her two lives and even b rings 

them together is a story of p u re 
joy, illu strated in colorfu l p ages 
that you r child will want to look 
at again and again.

F or fu tu re b lack men and their 
cu rrent p laymates, “ B lack B oy, 
B lack B oy”  b y Ali K amanda and 
J orge R edmond, p ictu res b y K en 
D aley ( Sou rceb ooks, $ 1 7 . 9 9 ) , 
is a b ook that insp ires and in-
forms.  H ere, a father p rou dly 
walks his b lack son on a p ath 
throu gh history to show the b oy 
that inventors, activists, writers, 
mu sicians, p oliticians and others 
have gone b efore him and p aved 

the way.  T his p ride- instilling 
b ook comes ou t Au gu st 9 .

And fi nally, for every kid ev-
erywhere, no matter who he or 
she is, “ Ou r W orld is a F amily”  
b y M iry W hitehill and J ennifer 
J ackson, p ictu res b y N omar P er-
ez  ( Sou rceb ooks, $ 1 7 . 9 9 ) , is fu n 
and help fu l.  T he words inside 
this b ook show kids and their 
families from all over the world, 
inclu ding children that are dis-
ab led, kids who sp eak different 
langu ages, kids who eat u nu su al 
foods and kids who need friends.  
I t ex p lains immigration in words 

that small children can u nder-
stand, and it tells kids how to b e 
welcoming to those who are dif-
ferent.

T hese b ooks are great for kids 
ages 4 - to- 7 , b u t if you ’ re look-
ing for inclu sive b ooks for older 
children or for toddlers, reach 
ou t to you r favorite lib rarian 
or b ookseller.  T hey’ ll help  you  
fi nd exactly what you need for 
you r child, no matter what their 
reading ( or listening)  level.  Y ou r 
lib rarian or b ookseller will in-
trodu ce you  to all kinds of new 
b ooks to meet.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
C olu m nist
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W RTM-FM 100.5  FM, JACKSON’ S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS W ANT TO HEAR!  

BOOK REVIEW:
KIDS BOOKS ON 
TOLERANCE AND INCLUSION
C.2022, VARIOUS PUBLISHERS
$17.99 - $18.99 VARIOUS PAGE COUNTS
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Archie’s fi rst annual family and 
friends picnic, fi sh fry and BBQ

I t was su mmertime fu n this 
p ast Su nday evening at the 
H inds C ou nty D istrict 2  B arn 
at 1 0 0 0 0  F rontage R oad in 
B olton, M S where D avid Ar-
chie, H inds C ou nty Su p ervisor 
District 2, kicked off his fi rst 
annu al family and friends p ic-
nic, fi sh fry and BB .

T he event was all that and 
more with a live deejay, sp ace 
ju mp s, free food and refresh-
ments. Local citizens ate and 
fellowship p ed with local p oli-
ticians, ju dges and p olitical 
candidates.

Archie acknowledges that 
the event follows in the foot-
step s of the tradition set b y 
C ongressman B ennie T homp -

son who he recalls hosted many 
fi sh fry events while serving as 
a H inds C ou nty su p ervisor in 
the eighties and early nineties. 

Archie wanted to give p eo-
p le a chance with this p u b -
lic event to “ gather and ju st 
talk and kind of let their hair 
down...”

T he sno- cones were cold and 
the su n was hot;  b u t the p eop le 
stayed cool with b ig indu strial 
fans moving the air u nder the 
cover of the District 2 barn.

E lection C ommissioner 
Y vonne R ob inson H orton was 
p resent as well as recently re-
tired lib rarian, Alfenette R ob -
inson. Circuit Court Judicial 
candidate, T rent W alker, was 
also present. The Friends of 
F allen R iders motorcycle clu b  

was also in attendance. 
T he tu rnou t, which mu st 

have b een in the hu ndreds, 
was satisfactory to the orga-
nizers. The attendees were a 
diverse grou p  in terms of age 
with you ng and old enjoying 
the food, fun and sun together.  
T here was op en sp ace for tents 
and lawn chairs. The music 
was loud and soulful.

T he goal of the event was 
to b ring together the large and 
historically relevant D istrict 2  
of Hinds County.

Sp eaking at the event Archie 
said, “ W e did it on a Su nday 
afternoon when p eop le were 
leaving chu rch and we’ re go-
ing to p arty til the su n goes 
down.” And that is just what 
they did.

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
E N G A G I N G - E MPO W E R I N G - E N SUR I N G - E X C E LLE N C E
H inds C o unt y  Sc ho o l D ist r ic t  w elc o m ed a ll new  t ea c her s w it h a  N ew  Tea c her s 

O r ient a t io n Sem ina r  f o r  t hr ee da y s.  W e a r e ex c it ed a bo ut  o ur  new  t ea c her s,  a nd 
w e lo o k f o r w a r d t o  m a king  H inds C o unt y  Sc ho o l D ist r ic t  t he B est .

H inds C o unt y  Sc ho o l D ist r ic t  g a t her ed f o r  a n A dm inist r a t o r ’ s R et r ea t .
Ther e is g r ea t  ex c it em ent  a bo ut  t his sc ho o l y ea r  w it h g r ea t  ex pec t a t io ns

a nd a  c o m m it m ent  t o  be t he best  w e c a n be in H inds C o unt y .

Supervisor David Archie, District 2

 By James Hampton, III
C ontrib u ting  W riter
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