
Pennsylvania’s highest court 
threw out Bill Cosby’s sexual 
assault conviction and released 
him from prison Wednesday in 
a stunning reversal of fortune 
for the comedian once known as 
“America’s Dad,’’ ruling that the 
prosecutor who brought the case 
was bound by his predecessor’s 
agreement not to charge Cosby.

Cosby, ,  ashed the V-
for-victory sign to a helicopter 
overhead as he trudged into his 
suburban Philadelphia home af-
ter serving nearly three years of 
a three- to 10-year sentence for 
drugging and violating Temple 

University sports administrator 
Andrea Constand in 00 .

The former “Cosby Show’’ star 
 the fi rst celebrity tried and con-

victed in the (hash)MeToo era  – 
had no immediate comment.

Cosby was arrested in 01 , 

when a district attorney armed 
with newly unsealed evidence – 
the comic’s damaging deposition 
in a lawsuit brought by Constand 
 fi led charges against him just 

days before the 1 -year statute of 
limitations was about to run out.

But the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court said Wednesday that Dis-
trict Attorney Kevin Steele, who 
made the decision to arrest Cosby, 
was obligated to stand by his pre-
decessor’s promise not to charge 
Cosby, though there was no evi-
dence that agreement was ever 
put in writing.

Justice David Wecht, writing 
for a split court, said Cosby had 
relied on the previous district at-

torney’s decision not to charge 
him when the comedian gave his 
potentially incriminating testimo-
ny in Constand’s civil case.

The court called Cosby’s sub-
sequent arrest an affront to fun-
damental fairness, particularly 
when it results in a criminal pros-
ecution that was forgone for more 
than a decade.’’ It said justice and 
“fair play and decency’’ require 
that the district attorney’s offi ce 
stand by the decision of the previ-
ous DA.

The justices said that overturn-
ing the conviction and barring 
any further prosecution “is the 

When Richard Temple Mid-
dleton III departed his earthly 
home on June , 0 1, the 
state of Mississippi and the 
entire world closed a book on 
an educator and a historian. A 
celebration of his life and of the 
Holy Eucharist was held at St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Cathedral 
on Wednesday at 10 a.m.

The Rev. Brian R. Seage of 
The Episcopal Diocese of Mis-
sissippi said at the homecoming 
celebration of his friend, “His 
educational fi ngerprints are 
known throughout Mississip-
pi.” Seage said that Middleton 
was an incredible historian – a 
walking, talking history book.  
He has affected so many peo-

ple in our state and has planted 
seeds for generations to come,” 
he said.

Seage spoke to a church 
fi lled with family, friends, pa-
rishioners, city leaders, formal 
classmates, formal students and 
others sayin, “We are indebted 
to him for the stories he shared 
and his interpretation of history. 
He said stories of his life should 
continue to be told just like the 
stories he told of the lives of 
others throughout history.

Walter Davis, a long-time 
friend told The Mississip p i 
Link, ”Richard was a proud, 
yet humble man, who  had been 
parented (as was his siblings) to 
be hard-working, goal oriented, 
high achiever, God-fearing as 
well as a positive contributing 
force in the greater Jackson and 
Mississippi community.” He 
said, I have always been  proud 
that we were Alpha brothers.”

Obituary
Richard Temple Middleton 

III, born January 1 , 1 , 
was the oldest child of Colonel 
Richard Temple Middleton II 
and Johnie Beadle Middleton.

Richard, a native of Jackson, 
Mississippi, was educated in 
the public schools of Jackson 
and Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
Chicago, Illinois and Tacoma, 
Washington.  His undergradu-
ate and master’s degrees were 
earned at Lincoln University 
of Missouri and his doctorate 
at the University of Southern 
Mississippi in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi. He was a Wood-
row Wilson-King Fellow. After 
earning his master’s degree, 
Richard joined the military and 
was a First ieutenant in the 
United States Armed Forces in 
Fort eonard Wood, Missouri.

Middleton married Brenda 
Wolfe, a former Miss Touga-
loo College, in 1  and to this 
union two children were born-
Jeanna Middleton Dampier and 
Richard Temple Middleton IV.  

His professional career in-
cludes working as a professor 
of education at Tougaloo Col-
lege, director of student teach-
ing at Jackson State University, 
professor of educational lead-
ership and an adjunct professor 
at Jackson State University.  

He was an ordained Episco-
pal Priest and served as Rec-
tor of St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church in Vicksburg and later 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
in Jackson, Mississippi from 
which he retired.

Richard was an accom-
plished writer and was very 
proud of his book entitled, Eu-
logies and Memories” which 
is a collection of his personal 
funeral sermons and homilies.  
He has written articles for a 
number of scholarly journals 
and magazines, conducted nu-
merous educational workshops 
and delivered many motiva-
tional presentations for various 
schools, colleges, churches and 
professional and civic organi-
zations. 

Middleton served on the Na-
tional Executive Council of the 
Episcopal Church and at one 
time represented the Diocese 
of Mississippi. 

He held membership in the 
following organizations: Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Sigma 
Pi Phi Fraternity, 100 Black 
Men of Jackson, Jackson 000, 
Premier Class of Leadership 
Jackson, Who’s Who of Black 
Americans,The Union of Black 
Episcopalians, Pi Lambda 
Theta, Parents for Public Edu-
cation, Smith Robertson Advi-
sory Board, Advisory Board of 
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On Saturday, June 1 , the 
grand opening of the Howard 
D. Catchings Golf Driving 
Range was held at 00 McDa-
vid Avenue in Lambert, MS at 
11 a.m.

“It was an exciting day,” 
stated the man of whom the 
driving range and putting 
green was named. Catchings 
told The Mississip p i Link, “It 
was an exciting day because I 
can say, I got one  ower be-
fore I died.

The celebrated day started 
with a motorcade of drivers 
meeting at the Holiday Inn 
in Batesville. The procession 
was led by motorcycle drivers 
that escorted them to Lambert, 
MS. Catchings said it was his 
birthday and there were so 
many people participating.

Upon arrival, Mayor Shir-
ley Smith Taylor extended a 
welcome. Manuel Killebrew, 
president of the Q uitman 
County Board of Supervisors 
also gave a welcome.

Pro Golfer Coach Robert 
Bob” Ford Sr. gave history 

re  ections of Golf Range & 
Putting Green. 

Catchings said naming the 
driving range after him was 
the brain child of Jackson 
State University retired pro-
fessor Hilliard Lackey, Ph.D., 
who now serves as visiting 
professor of Higher Education 
at JSU. He said that Lackey, 
who was from Marks, MS, 
just two hours from ambert, 
wanted to do something good 
for the community. He simply 
said, “What a day.”

Catchings was born and 
educated in Mississippi and 

is no stranger to new adven-
tures. He has been in the in-
surance business for over 0 
years. Prior to going into the 
insurance business he worked 
as a teacher in the Jackson 
Public School District. 

ong-time friend, Ed John-
son not only attended the 
event but told many of his 
friends to come and be a part 
of what he knew would be a 
grand unveiling. He said, “I 
have known Howard Catch-
ings for a long time and when 
I heard about the grand open-
ing I wanted to be a part of it 
due to our long-time relation-
ship and friendship.”

Johnson said the two played 
golf together, were both edu-
cators and once attended the 
same church. He said, “He has 

Grand Opening of Howard 
D. Catchings Golf Driving 

Range & Putting Green

Golf
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Hilliard Lackey with wife Lillian Lackey

Coach Robert (Bob) Ford (L) with Catchings

Ed Johnson 

Catchings with family members

Cosby

Middleton

Remembering 
Richard Temple 
Middleton III

By Jackie Hampton
Publ ish er

Bill Cosby freed from prison, his sex conviction overturned
 By Maryclaire Dale
Assoc ia ted  Press

Happy Independence Day
F R O M  THE MISSISSIPPI  L INK NE W SPA PE R

I N  M E M O R I A M

January 17, 1942 - June 24, 2021
By Jackie Hampton
Publ ish er



Civil rights icon Medgar Evers 
was born on July 2, 1925. In 
honor of his birthday, admission 
to the Mississippi Civil Rights 
Museum and Museum of Mis-
sissippi History will be free  F ri-
day, July 2. Admission will also 
include the special exhibit, I 
AM A MAN: Civil Rights Pho-
tographs in the American South, 
1960–197 0.

Museum staff will highlight 
Evers’s life and legacy through 
guided tours at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.

“Medgar Evers was an Ameri-
can hero, whose strength and 
tenacity is unequaled,” said Pa-
mela D.C. Junior, director of the 
Two Mississippi Museums.

“In honor of the day that he 
was born, July 2, 1925, the Two 
Mississippi Museums will offer 
free admission to our visitors to 
read and to learn more about this 
great man who wanted freedom 
for all.”

A native of Decatur, Missis-
sippi, Evers served in World War 
II and graduated from Alcorn 
A&M College in 1952. He began 
his civil rights journey as an in-
surance agent for the Magnolia 
Mutual Insurance Company in 
Mound Bayou. After a failed at-
tempt to enroll in the University 
of Mississippi School of Law 

due to racial discrimination in 
1954, Evers began working with 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) to help organize boy-
cotts and recruit local chapters in 
the community. His leadership 
skills and expertise eventually 
led him to become its fi rst Mis-
sissippi fi eld secretary.

Evers relocated to Jackson and 
established an NAACP fi eld of-
fi ce in the Masonic Temple on 
John R. Lynch Street near Jack-
son State College. He organized 
voter registration drives;  par-
ticipated in local demonstrations, 
sit-ins and boycotts;  and inves-

tigated numerous hate crimes, 
lynchings and cases of discrimi-
nation against African Americans 
across the state.

Safety precautions at the muse-
ums include requiring all visitors 
to wear masks and observe social 
distancing guidelines. Masks are 
available on-site.

Regular museum hours are 
Tuesday through Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday 
from 1 to 5 p.m. Admission to 
the museums is free on Sundays.  

The museums are located at 
222 North Street in Jackson.

For more information, email 
info@ mdah.ms.gov.
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always supported me so I wanted to be there to support him.”
Long-time friend and business partner Leroy Walker attended the event. Walker said of the driv-

ing range, “It’ll be an outstanding adventure for the children to participate in and one that the par-
ents will feel good about because it’s in a controlled environment.”

The event was hosted by the Town of Lambert, Mayor Shirley Smith Taylor, the Mule Train 
Historical Society, Coach Robert (Bob) F ord and Dr. Hilliard Lackey.

When asked what Lackey thought of the event he said, “I found myself saying over and over 
again, that’s the greatest thing I have ever gone to in all my life. What could have been better than 
that? ”

He went on to say it seemed that all the stars lined up as far as the timing of the event. He refer-
enced the Juneteenth Holiday, a celebration of Howard Catchings birthday, the anniversary of the 
Poor People’s March on Washington and the fi rst day of summer. 

The evolution of the idea goes back to when Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. preached a funeral ser-
mon in Marks, MS in the late 1960’s for Armstead Phipps, who died of a heart attack while march-
ing with the Mississippi freedom marchers. During that visit, Dr. King saw the hopelessness on the 
faces of the people from Marks and Lambert but Lackey said there was hope on the faces of the 
people the day of the event. He said it was like Christmas morning. There were 45 tents assembled 
with all kinds of food for sale and give-a-ways. He said It was like the state fair.

D riv in g  ran g e  an d  p uttin g  g re e n  id e a
Lackey, who attended school in Lambert and Marks, said he had a Moses Complex and when 

he left Marks in 1961 he said he would return and do something for what he refers to as the ‘twin 
cities,’ Mark and lambert.

When the idea came to him, he remembered how Howard Catchings learned to play golf so that 
he could network with golfers to help grow his business and rather than naming it after the great 
golfer Tiger Woods, he thought Howard Cathings would be the right namesake. He said this would 
give people in the twin cities and opportunity to meet and network and be exposed to golf. He said 
that the driving range would be easy to build because it doesn’t have 18 holes and that the green 
could be easily constructed as well. Lackey said, “It’s a start.”

He said the Mule Train Historical Society of which he being from Marks is president and the 
V.P. being from Lambert was pleased that the Howard D. Catchings Golf Driving Range & Putting 
Green would further promote their goals of education, health care and economic development.

After the unveiling of the Golf Range & Putting Green, an acceptance speech was made by 
Catchings. He said he was so excited because they not only dedicated the driving range and named 
it after him, but they also named the street after him as well as the club house. “What an exciting 
day,” he said. He told The Mississip p i Link, “They called my name so much, I thought I was some-
body.”

Liberty Bank, Board of Margaret Walker Alexander Research Center, Board Member of St. Augustine 
College in Raleigh, North Carolina, Advisory Board of F irst American Bank, and was the only lay 
person to serve on the Examining Board Evaluation of University of Mississippi Medical Center.

He enjoyed reading and all genres of music. Middleton liked helping people and especially  stu-
dents.  He considered his calling to be a shepherd to the sick. He was gregarious and a historian. He 
supported public education.

His greatest joy was that of being a good husband and father. Family was always fi rst and he took 
pride in taking care of his family.

Richard hand wrote the “History of the Mississippi Middleton F amily from the Early Twentieth 
Century Until the Current Time” (2019). His love and admiration for his father, Reverend Richard 
Temple Middleton II is manifested in that history.  His father was, also, an Episcopal Priest and a col-
lege president which meant the family moved about. Richard’s ability to blend well with everyone 
was without a doubt born in that environment.

Middleton leaves to cherish his memory his wife Brenda of 52 years;  two children – Jeanna Mid-
dleton Dampier and Richard Temple Middleton IV (Jessica);  two brothers, Paul Beadle Middleton 
(Juliette), Michael Alfred Middleton (Julia);  one sister, Jeanne Middleton Hairston (James deceased);  
eight grandchildren – Elizabeth Marie Dampier, Olivia Temple Dampier, Arthur Reginald Dampier, 
III, Elijah Denzel Dampier, Richard Temple Middleton V, Alonzo Jesus Middleton, Amanda Rose 
Middleton and Marco Rivas-Middleton and many other relatives, friends and students.

He will be remembered because of his loving and caring for others.

G olf
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only remedy that comports with society’s rea-
sonable expectations of its elected prosecutors 
and our criminal justice system.’’

As Cosby was promptly set free from the state 
prison in suburban Montgomery County and 
driven home, his appeals lawyer, Jennifer Bon-
jean, said he should never have been charged.

“District attorneys can’t change it up simply 
because of their political motivation,” she said, 
adding that Cosby remains in excellent health, 
apart from being legally blind.

In a statement, Steele said Cosby went free 
“on a procedural issue that is irrelevant to the 
facts of the crime.’’ He commended Constand 
for coming forward and added: “My hope is that 
this decision will not dampen the reporting of 
sexual assaults by victims.’’

Constand and her lawyer did not immediately 
return messages seeking comment.

“F INALLY ! ! ! !  A terrible wrong is being 
righted – a miscarriage of justice is corrected,’’ 
the actor’s “Cosby Show’’ co-star Phylicia Ra-
shad tweeted.

“I am furious to hear this news,’’ actor Am-
ber Tamblyn, a founder of Time’s Up, an advo-
cacy group for victims of sexual assault, said 
on Twitter. “I personally know women who 
this man drugged and raped while unconscious. 
Shame on the court and this decision.’’

F our Supreme Court justices formed the ma-
jority that ruled in Cosby’s favor, while three 
others dissented in whole or in part.

Peter Goldberger, a suburban Philadelphia 
lawyer with an expertise in criminal appeals, 
said prosecutors could ask the Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court for reargument or reconsideration, 
but it would be a very long shot.

“I can’t imagine that with such a lengthy 
opinion, with a thoughtful concurring opinion 

and a thoughtful dissenting opinion, that you 
could honestly say they made a simple mistake 
that would change their minds if they point it 
out to them,’’ Goldberger said.

Even though Cosby was charged only with 
the assault on Constand, the judge at his trial 
allowed fi ve other accusers to testify that they, 
too, who were similarly victimized by Cosby in 
the 1980s. Prosecutors called them as witnesses 
to establish what they said was a pattern of be-
havior on Cosby’s part.

Cosby’s lawyers had argued on appeal that 
the use of the fi ve additional accusers was im-
proper. But the Pennsylvania high court did not 
weigh in on the question, saying it was moot, 
given the fi nding that Cosby should not have 
been prosecuted in the fi rst place.

In New Y ork, the judge at last year’s trial of 
Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein, whose 
case helped sparke the (hash)MeToo movement 
in 2017 , let four other accusers testify. Wein-
stein was convicted and sentenced to 23 years 
in prison.

In sentencing Cosby, the trial judge had ruled 
him a sexually violent predator who could not 
be safely allowed out in public and needed to 
report to authorities for the rest of his life.

In May, Cosby was denied parole after refus-
ing to participate in sex offender programs be-
hind bars. He said he would resist the treatment 
programs and refuse to acknowledge wrongdo-
ing even if it meant serving the full 10 years.

The groundbreaking black actor grew up in 
public housing in Philadelphia and made a for-
tune estimated at $400 million during his 50 
years in the entertainment industry that included 
the TV shows “I Spy,’’ “The Cosby Show’’ and 
“F at Albert,’’ along with comedy albums and a 
multitude of television commercials.
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The National Coalition of 100 
Black Women, Inc. (NCBW) 
Central Mississippi Chapter re-
cently awarded $7 ,000 in schol-
arships to high school seniors. 
The 2021 Virtual Scholarship 
& Awards Program recognized 
seven recipients from the Cen-
tral Mississippi area. Parents, 
counselors, administrators, 
teachers, family members and 
chapter members were invited 
to join in this congratulatory an-
nual event.

Guests in attendance proudly 
watched as each recipient was 
introduced, received the schol-
arship, noted the institution se-
lected and prospective major. 
Each of the young ladies also 
shared re  ections with the au-
dience on the program’s theme: 
“Rising to Excellence: Cel-
ebrating 12 Y ears of Academic 
Excellence.”

The 2021 NCBW scholarship 
recipients are Brooklyne Ed-
mond, F orest Hill High School;  
Keandria F ranklin, Clinton 
High School;  Khadari Johnson, 
F orest Hill High School;  Trin-
ity Johnson, St. Joseph Catholic 
High School;  Kalyn O’Q uinn, 
St. Joseph Catholic High 
School;  Clinecia White, St. Jo-
seph Catholic School;  and Nia 
Williams, Murrah High School. 

These outstanding young la-
dies are planning to attend Al-

corn State University, Albany 
State University, Jackson State 
University, Tougaloo College, 
Tuskegee University and X avier 
University in the fall of 2021.

Lori Jackson Evans, a Jackson 
native, served as the Scholar-
ship and Award speaker. Evans, 
currently resides in Cordova, 
Tennessee, where she serves as 
manager of Customer and Com-
munity Engagement for Region 
One Health.

During her inspirational 
words, she encouraged the 
scholarship recipients to stay 
the course and offered a college 
survival tool kit, an inspiration-
al journal, and a list of books to 
refer to throughout their educa-
tional journal.

Gift bags were mailed to each 
recipient prior to the virtual 
event.

Madison Grace McCarter, 
Miss Pinebelt Outstanding 
Teen, provided several musical 
selections to congratulate the 
scholarship recipients.

Wilda Holloway, F irst Vice 
President of Programs, ac-
knowledged that the organiza-

tion identifi es deserving young 
ladies annually and encourages 
them with a scholarly award as 
they prepare for educational ex-
penses upon entering college.  

Each year NCBW Central 
MS Chapter commits itself to 
providing scholarships to young 

ladies in the Central Mississippi 
Area who plan to attend HB-
CUs. To date, NCBW Central 
MS Chapter has awarded over 
$280,000 in scholarships to sup-
port young women in education. 

Members of the Scholarship 
& Awards Committee are Wil-

da Holloway, F irst Vice Presi-
dent of Programs;  Katrina B. 
Myricks, Chair;  LaVerne Gen-
try, Ethel Gibson, Mariea Jack-
son, Minnie Jones-Erharbor, 
Dovie Reed, Gaynell Tinsey, 
and Dolores Wright. Rita Wray 
is the chapter’s president.

Evans McCarter

T. Johnson

Edmond

O’Quinn
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K. Johnson
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National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Inc. 
Central MS Chapter Awards Annual Scholarships



Captain William “Ben” Mc-
Neal was honored in a retire-
ment ceremony May 13, 2021, 
after 30 years of service to his 
country. The retirement cer-
emony was held at Memorial 
Plaza, Navy Memorial, Wash-
ington, D.C.

A native of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, McNeal is the son of 
Bonnie McNeal Harris, retired 
educator, and Willie B. McNe-
al. A member of Cade Chapel 
Baptist Church, the Callaway 
High School graduate earned a 
bachelor’s degree in computer 
science in 1991 from Southern 
University, Baton Rouge, Loui-
siana.

After commissioning as 

an Ensign through the ROTC 
Scholarship Program, McNeal 
reported for duty aboard the 
USS Kalamazoo (AOR6) in 
Norfolk, Virginia. While on ac-
tive duty, he served as electri-
cal offi cer, electronics material 
offi cer and fi re control offi cer, 
earned designation as a surface 

warfare offi cer and received a 
master of public administration 
from Troy State University.

McNeal attended the Naval 
Postgraduate School of Mon-
terey, California, and earned 
a  master’s degree in applied 
physics. While enrolled, he was 
selected for lateral transfer to 
the Engineering Duty Offi cer 
Community. After completion 
of the Engineering Duty Of-
fi cer School in February 1 , 
he reported to Norfolk Naval 
helicopter deck as AIT coordi-
nator and integrated logistics 
division head.

In August 2001, McNeal 
was assigned to the USS Wasp 
(LHD 1) in Norfolk, Virginia, 
as the command, control, com-
munication, computers and 

intelligence (C41) and combat 
systems offi cer. During his 
time aboard the Wasp, he made 
a post- 11 th Fleet deploy-
ment as part of the fi rst Coop-
erative Engagement Capability 
(CEC) and Information Tech-
nology for the 21st Century 
(IT21) enabled strike group.

Following his tour, McNeal 
reported to the Installations 
and Logistics Directorate 
Code 0 F  of the Space and 

Naval Warfare Systems Com-
mand SPAWAR  as the Pacifi c 
Fleet A  oat C 1SR  installa-
tions and strike group manager, 
where he played a major role 
in developing the process for 
aligning the SPAWAR a  oat 
modernization process with 
the newly implemented Ship 

Maintenance (SHIPMAIN) 
processes.

In July 2005, McNeal re-
ported as an offi cer in charge of 
SPAWAR Systems Facility, o-
kosuka, Japan, with additional 
duties to the Naval Sea Systems 
Command as strike force in-
teroperability offi cer for Com-
mander th Fleet.

From 010 to 01 , McNeal 
served as the deputy program 
manager and subsequently pro-
gram manager of Program Ex-
ecutive Offi ce for Command, 
Control, Communications, 
Computer and Intelligence 
(PEO C41) PMW 160, manag-
ing the CANES Network sys-
tem.

In August 2017 , he assumed 
command of Program Execu-

tive Offi ce for Enterprise Infor-
mation Systems, overseeing the 
world’s largest intranet – the 
Navy Marine Corps Intranet 
and the Base Level Information 
Infrastructure for Outside of 
the Continental United States 
Navy Enterprise Network.

In October 2020, McNeal 
was appointed the Deputy Pro-
gram E ecutive Offi cer acting  
for the Program Executive Of-
fi ce for Digital and Enterprise 
Services (PEO Digital).

McNeal’s personal awards 
include the Navy Meritorious 
Service Medal (three awards), 
Navy Commendation Med-
al (three awards), the Navy 
Achievement Medal (three 
awards) and a Legion of Merit 
award.
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Mississippi native honored at retirement ceremony 
Capt. Ben McNeal retires after 30 years with US Navy

McNeal

Rule

Alderman David Rule was 
fi rst elected Alderman of the 
City of e ington in July 1  
after defeating longtime incum-
bent Alderman Jack Farmer. He 
was sworn into offi ce August 

, 1  and retired June 0, 
2021.

Rule developed a love for the 
City of Lexington as a child and 
always aspired to help move the 
city forward. To that end, he and 

others in the community em-
barked on a massive registration 
drive to get those in the black 
community registered to vote. 
With only 1 0 blacks registered 
in the City of Lexington, there 
was much work to be done.

Rule and the community 
group went from door to door 
with registration forms. At the 
end of the registration drive, 
there were 625 black registered 
voters. Finally, they could have 
their voice heard during, not 

only the special election that he 
won, but all city elections.

Rule was very proud when 
years later his classmate and 
friend, Clinton Cobbins, was 
elected mayor in 2013, becom-
ing the fi rst black mayor in the 
history of the City of Lexington.

Rule has always responded to 
the needs of his ward. Many of 
the constituents in his ward or 
in the City of Lexington viewed 
Rule as very dependable. For 
that reason, he has never been 

defeated since 1  and has 
often been unopposed. Many 
might say his record speaks for 
itself.

Although Rule is retiring, his 
love for the City of Lexington 
will always be evident and his 
prayer is that this great city will 
continue to move forward.

What’s next for Alderman 
Rule?  He plans to spend time 
with family and friends, travel 
and attend sports events.

City of Lexington alderman 
retires after 33 years of service
S p ec ia l  to T h e M ississip p i L ink

It might sound like deja vu, 
but a recent development has 
city offi cials hopeful about 
the once vibrant Farish Street 
Historic District, and with it, 
a gradual return of the area’s 
prominence.

The Jackson City Council on 
Tuesday approved a masterplan 
for the possible redevelopment 
of a 40,000-square-foot building 
on the south end of the district. 
The building may be turned into 
a mixed-use facility for retail 
and offi ce space featuring a cu-
linary hub with multiple restau-
rant vendors. City offi cials hope 
the project will spur further 
development and investment in 
the area, in its heyday dubbed 
Mississippi’s Harlem for its eco-
nomic vibrancy.

The project represents a new 
approach to development in the 
abandoned district, incremental 
and organic growth over multi-
million dollar investment plans 
that have fi zzled time and again.

We have the benefi t of hind-
sight to see where we have 
failed, where there have been 
missteps,’’ Mayor Chokwe An-
tar Lumumba said.

It will take patience to rede-
velop the area, Lumumba said, 
something in short supply given 
the years of dashed hopes and 
stalled efforts to realize the dis-
trict’s economic revitalization.

The question is, after nearly 
a half decade of failed attempts, 
will this project be successful?

A TROUB ED HISTOR
Farish Street was booming 

in the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘7 0s. Once 
the epicenter of Jackson’s Black 
community, the street repre-
sented a self-suffi cient econom-
ic island during the Jim Crow 
days of segregation.

But the businesses faded 
over more than a half-century 
and with them the number of 
shoppers and visitors, leaving 

behind abandoned, dilapidat-
ed and decaying buildings. In 
some areas, all that remains is 
crumbling infrastructure hid-
den beneath outgrowth. Many 
residents _ fearful of crime _ 
refuse to travel anywhere near 
Farish Street after dark.

Various attempts at revital-
ization over the past 20 years 
have been thwarted by the in-
ability of the city, developers 
and investors to get on the same 
page. What may have begun as 
good-willed discussions about 
how best to revitalize Farish 
Street and the Farish Street His-
toric District have broken down 
into seemingly endless legal 
wrangling.

CHANGES IN CIT  EAD-
ERSHIP, ECONOM  HAVE 

EFT VISION UNC EAR
Jackson has had fi ve mayors 

in 10 years, and each has made 
attempts to tackle Farish Street.

Harvey Johnson Jr. was may-
or in 1997 when the city tasked 
the Jackson Redevelopment 
Authority, a quasi-public ur-
ban development agency, with 
managing the area’s revival, 
giving the authority $1.9 mil-
lion to purchase 17 properties 

on Farish Street. About fi ve 
years later, Jackson Redevelop-
ment Authority hired Memphis’ 
Performa Entertainment, which 
manages real estate on Beale 
Street, for a $12 million project 
to help transform one area of 
Farish Street into an entertain-
ment district.

The project was supposed 
to be up and going by 2006, 
but two years later, nothing 
had happened. In 00 , during 
Mayor Frank Melton’ admin-
istration, David Watkins and 
the now-defunct Farish Street 
Group, which Watkins led, took 
over Performa’s mortgages and 
debt.

Watkins was plagued by cost 
overruns on what was to be the 
centerpiece of the entertain-
ment district, B.B. King’s Blues 
Club. Estimates to repair the 
club’s foundation ran in the mil-
lions and would require the help 
of additional partners, accord-
ing to The Farish Street Proj-
ect, a University of Mississippi 
study of the area’s historic and 
cultural signifi cance.

Chokwe Lumumba, the cur-
rent mayor’s father, was mayor 
in 2013 when the Jackson Rede-

velopment Authority canceled 
its lease with Watkins. But 
when Lumumba died unexpect-
edly fi ve months later, plans for 
the street’s future were put on 
hold.

Today’s Mayor Lumumba, 
elected in 2017 , released his ad-
ministration’s strategic plan for 
the city in 01 . In the ambi-
tious and comprehensive plan, 
developing Farish Street was 
considered one of several initia-
tives to grow Jackson’s tax base.

Since then, the city has been 
reviewing legal injunctions, 
organizing stakeholders and 
determining which incentives 
would boost community rein-
vestment. Initial development 
was expected to begin in 2020, 
according to the plan’s outline, 
but the coronavirus pandemic 
has delayed the work.

SKEPTICISM ABOUNDS
Given the long history of 

stops and starts, there is a good 
deal of skepticism over whether 
or not talks of the revitalization 
of Farish Street will lead to any-
thing tangible.

` ` The potential is there, and 
I’m all for it, but we’ve heard this 
all before,’’ said Brad Franklin, 

part of the original efforts to 
overhaul the district in 2010. 
Franklin was the director of en-
tertainment and community en-
gagement for Watkins Partners 
and the Farish Street Group. He 
now heads Mississippi Black 
Pages, an online directory and 
print publication that publicizes 
and advocates for Black busi-
nesses in Mississippi.

` ` There’s probably no one 
more familiar with the his-
tory of Farish Street and where 
we are now,’’ Franklin said on 
Wednesday. ` ` Until we see an 
actual ribbon-cutting and walk 
into a building and see some-
thing going on, I’ll remain cau-
tiously optimistic.’’

He said the key to the dis-
trict’s revival is to eliminate the 
red tape and bureaucracy that 
often come with government 
intervention. Franklin said he 
is also troubled by the involve-
ment of Jackson Redevelopment 
Authority, which had a role in 
past development attempts that 
went nowhere, and is again 
working with the city on plans 
for Farish Street.

The authority owns about 26 
parcels in the district, making it 
key to the overall development 
of the neighborhood.

WILL NEW JRA DI-
RECTOR TURN THINGS 
AROUND?

Latoya Cutts, formerly the 
downtown manager and head of 
development in Albany, Geor-
gia, was appointed director of 
the authority in July of last year. 
Cutts has vowed to turn Farish 
Street around and hopes to spur 
a grassroots revival.

She said the newest proposed 
development, which would 
house multiple vendors in one 
space, will serve as a business 
incubator. Several local busi-
nesses have signaled interest 
in the development, but she de-
clined to identify them.

` ` This project proposes a con-

cept of multiple businesses at 
the same time,’’ Cutts said. ` ` If 
you put one business there, it 
will take time for that business 
to  ourish and survive. It’s a 
place where they can grow up 
and grow out of there, like an 
incubator, and open the door 
for them to possibly open up in 
another space adjacent to the 
building.’’

Jordan Hillman, director of 
the city’s Department of Plan-
ning & Development, called the 
review of the building, located 
at the intersection of Farish and 
Amite streets, a ` catalyst proj-
ect’ for the whole of the district. 
The central premise is take the 
lessons learned from past de-
velopment failures and pursue a 
new approach, one that involves 
local businesses, he said.

` ` We don’t see a master devel-
oper coming in,’’ Hillman said. 
` ` What we do see is to getting a 
piece of the puzzle together that 
will lead to another piece of the 
puzzle. That is what has worked 
in other parts of the city in the 
past, such as Fondren, and also 
would be more respectful of the 
Farish Street history.’’

TIME WILL TELL
The masterplan approved 

by the council on Tuesday will 
detail ways to turn the empty 
building into a mixed use facil-
ity with retail and offi ce space 
and possibly a culinary hub fea-
turing multiple restaurant ven-
dors.

Franklin says he is 100  
behind sensible revitalization 
efforts, so long as local busi-
nesses and the community are 
involved.

` ` We’ve been duped too many 
times,’’ Franklin said. This is 
the sixth, seventh time.

` ` The most important thing 
at the end of the day is getting 
people in the buildings. If that 
happens and I hope it will  the 
foot traffi c will come.’’

Jackson moves again to revitalize Farish Street district
By Justin Vicory
Assoc ia ted  Press

Farish Street
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Wells APAC students re-
ceived 14 Scholastic Art Na-
tional Awards, including 6 
Gold Medal awards, 3 Silver 
Medal Awards, 1 Silver Medal 
Senior Portfolio award, The 
American Vision Award, Best-
In-Grade awards for 7 th grade 
and 10th grade, and the over-
all national Civic Expression 
Award.

Student winners of National 
awards were honored in a vir-
tual ceremony with appear-
ances by celebrity guests, in-
cluding media magnate Oprah 
Winfrey, actress Reese With-
erspoon and entertainer Kelly 
Clarkson.

The U.S. F irst Lady Jill 
Biden, also paid a special 
tribute to the educators who 
have inspired creativity in 
their classrooms and served 
as guides and mentors to their 
students throughout their cre-
ative journeys.

All award-winning artwork 
of JPS students was created 
in the classrooms of APAC 
teachers Renna Moore and 
Elise Payne.

N atio n al  A w ard  W i n n e rs
Individual National Award 

winners are as follows:
Specialty Awards
•  Sarah Demus, “Voices in 

My Mind” – The American 
Visions Medal

•  Dorianne Hines, “Let the 
F ire Burn” – National Civic 
Expression Award ($1,000 
prize) & Best In Grade Award 
(10th) ($500 prize)

•  Jaliyah Bell, “Put a Smile 
On” – Best In Grade Award 
(7 th) ($500 prize)

•  Khai Thompson, “The 
Journey of a Black Boy in 
America” Art Portfolio – Sil-
ver Medal

Drawing & Illustration
•  Jaliyah Bell, “Put A Smile 

On” – Gold Medal
•  Sarah Demus, “Ready 

Player One” – Gold Medal
•  Dorianne Hines, “Closed 

Windows” – Silver Medal
•  Dorianne Hines, “What 

Happened to Us? ” – Silver 
Medal

Painting
•  Sarah Demus, “Voices in 

My Mind” – Gold Medal
•  Eleanor Goodwin, “A Lazy 

Summer” – Gold Medal
Photography
•  Isana Chapman, “The 

Calm Before the Storm” – 
Gold Medal

•  Madisen Bradley, “South-
ern Heat” – Silver Medal

Expanded Projects
•  Dorianne Hines, “Let the 

F ire Burn” – Gold Medal
The 2021 National Awards 

Ceremony was held June 9 and 
is available to watch online. 
Y ou can also take a virtual 
tour of the 2021 National Ex-
hibition.

R e g io n al  A w ard s
In addition to an outstanding 

showing at the national level, 
these talented scholars won 
201 Regional Awards which 
represents more than 40%  of 
all awards presented to young 
artists from Mississippi. In the 
Regional competition, works 
created by Wells visual artists 
won:

•  4 out of 5 American Vi-
sions Nominee recognitions

•  50 Gold Key Awards
•  55 Silver Key Awards
•  95 Honorable Mentions
•  1 Gold Key Portfolio
•  1 Silver Key Portfolio
•  1 Honorable Mention Port-

folio

Wells APAC Visual Arts 
scholars win 14 Scholastic 

Art National Awards

Sarah Demus, “Voices in My Mind”

Jaliyah Bell, “Put a Smile On”

Dorianne Hines, “Let the Fire Burn”

Khai Thompson, “The Journey of a Black Boy in America”
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Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention Director 
Rochelle Walensky reiterated 
the agency’s call for parents to 
vaccinate their children.

In an email statement, Dr. 
Walensky urged parents who 
may have questions to speak 
with their child’s health pro-
viders or with local pharma-
cists or health departments.

“I strongly encourage par-
ents to get their teens vaccinat-
ed, as I did mine,” Dr. Walen-
sky asserted.

Until they are fully vacci-
nated, adolescents should con-
tinue wearing masks and tak-
ing precautions when around 
others who are not vaccinated 
to protect themselves and their 
family, friends and community, 
Dr. Walensky continued.

“I ask parents, relatives and 
close friends to join me and 
talk with teens about the im-
portance of these prevention 
strategies and to encourage 
them to get vaccinated,” said 

Dr. Walensky.
“If parents or their teenag-

ers have questions or concerns, 
I suggest they talk with their 
adolescent’s healthcare pro-
vider, local health department, 
or neighborhood pharmacist.”

On F riday, June 4, the CDC’s 
weekly report forced the agen-
cy to redouble its efforts to get 
adolescents and young adults 

vaccinated.
“Vaccination is our way out 

of this pandemic,” Dr. Walen-
sky stated.

“I continue to see promis-
ing signs in CDC data that 
we are nearing the end of this 
pandemic in this country;  how-
ever, we all have to do our part 
and get vaccinated to cross the 
fi nish line.”

The fi rst person Kimberly 
Montgomery lost to COVID-19 
was her aunt. She had trouble 
breathing, so her daughter 
dropped her off at the emergen-
cy room. It was the last time her 
daughter saw her alive.

Then, one after another, 14 
other people in Montgom-
ery’s world – family members, 
friends, friends who were like 
family – succumbed to the same 
disease.

There was the retired police 
offi cer who was an usher and 
deacon at her church. A friend’s 
brother who was a restaurant 
cook. A close friend who was a 
nurse caring for virus patients 
in Atlanta. A cousin who came 
home from the hospital after 12 
days thinking she was getting 
better, but didn’t. An artist and 
drummer for an African dance 
company.

It was an unimaginable string 
of losses in the year since COV-
ID-19 was declared a pandemic, 
and all but one of those who died 
was black, like Montgomery.

“I don’t know if I ever will ... 
process all of them,’’ said Mont-
gomery, 59. She added: “The 
shock factor it never wears off. 
But it tempers.’’

Nationwide, black people rep-
resent about 12 percent of the 
population, but they account for 
nearly 15 percent of all corona-
virus deaths of known race, ac-
cording to the APM Research 
Lab, which is tracking mortality 
from the disease.

More than 73,000 black 
Americans have died from 

COVID-19, and they have the 
second-highest mortality rate of 
all racial groups, behind Indig-
enous people.

At the same time, Montgom-
ery has seen her community 
grapple with a nationwide reck-
oning on race and policing and 
other systemic issues. Her per-
sonal pain has only strengthened 
her resolve to work for the pub-
lic good – including in her job 
as director of intergovernmental 
relations for the city of Milwau-
kee.

“Hearing the statistics ... see-
ing the incidents in Minnesota 
and the George F loyd incidents 
and the Kenosha incidents, 
that’s what keeps me going,’’ 
she said. “Because these victims 
are looking like me.’’

Montgomery has spent much 
of her time in the past year advo-
cating for COVID-related fund-
ing for Milwaukee. She’s also 
working with the Milwaukee 
alumni chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta, a historically black so-
rority, to raise awareness about 
vaccines and testing through so-
cial media and virtual events.

She works closely with Mil-
waukee Mayor Tom Barrett, 
who says Montgomery has al-
ways known the importance 
of her work, but he’s recently 
sensed more urgency.

“This is not a theoretical exer-
cise for her. It’s very real,” Bar-
rett said.

Her experiences, he added, 
have sharpened his perspective 
as well: “It brings home how 
devastating this last year and 
this pandemic has been.”

Montgomery de-emphasizes 

her own bereavement, saying 
others have suffered greater 
losses, of spouses or parents. 
She grieves for her friends and 
family, especially her cousin In-
grid Davis, who took her mother 
to the emergency room, never to 
see her again.

Davis, who also lost a cousin 
to COVID-19, says she stays 
home a lot due to the pandemic, 
so she does not see Montgomery 
as much, but they talk often.

Kim is a social butter  y,’’ 
she said. “I call her the second 
mayor of Milwaukee, but I think 
that with all that has happened, 
I have seen a little decline of 
that.”

Montgomery works mostly 
from home and is diligent about 
wearing a mask when she’s out. 
She gets tested before visiting 
her parents in Tennessee, terri-
fi ed she will infect them.

“I get very emotional about 
that. I fi nd myself getting upset 
if people, if I see individuals 
who don’t even have the mask 
over their nose. It’s ineffective. 
And it really bothers me,’’ she 
said.

But Montgomery also has a 
newfound appreciation for life, 
noticing things like the birds 
chirping in the background when 
she speaks to her 31-year-old 
son on the phone. She is one of 
those people who laughs easily 
and a lot, earning the nickname 
“Sunshine’’ throughout her life.

Still, COVID-19 is never far 
from her thoughts.

“My prayer every night is for 
any and everybody who’s deal-
ing with this disease.”

CDC Director urges 
parents to get their 
teens vaccinated

COVID-19 claims 15 
people in the life

of Milwaukee woman
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Carrie Antlfi nger
Assoc ia ted  Press

Vaccination is our way out of this pandemic,” said Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky.

www.cdc.gov

Getting a COVID-19 
vaccine adds one more 

layer of protection.
This a d is a  public  ser v ic e 
o f  The Mississippi Link in 
pa r t ner ship wit h t he Met r o  
J a c kso n Sec t io n o f  N C N W .  

I GOT MY 
COVID-19 
VACCINE



Nearly 30 
years ago 
when I worked 
as an adminis-
trative assis-
tant, I had a 
sign over my 
work area that 

read “a diamond is a chunk 
of coal that made good under 
pressure.” Part of the reason 
that I kept this sign for daily 
inspiration was because I was 
unfulfi lled with my job and 
needed the assurance that 
this quote meant that I would 
ultimately come out a better 
person.

Like so many others, I of-
ten fi nd myself in a position 
where I am trying to maintain 
balance in my life while still 
effectively handling pressure. 
Much like the piece of coal, 
there are experiences, good 
and bad, that are designed to 
bring pressure to my life. F or 
example, I began 2020 pray-
ing to see and hear God in a 

more intimate way.
In 2020, my daddy died and 

I lived and worked most of 
the year in complete isolation 
because of the global corona-
virus pandemic. What I heard 
from well-meaning friends 
and family who saw me liv-
ing through these chaotic mo-
ments and my responses to 
it, were statements intended 
to uplift me like “Y ou can 
handle it…you’re a strong 
black woman.” However, my 
unspoken response was “how 
much stronger do I need to 
be? ”

A few years ago, I listened 
to a sermon by Dr. Claudette 
Copeland in which she was 
talking about the advantages 
and disadvantages of being 
a strong black woman. She 
said that pressure makes a 
man strong…but it makes a 
woman hard. When I heard 
the words, I thought about it 
for a few minutes and agreed 
with its simplistic truth.

As women, especially Afri-
can American women, we are 

encouraged to be strong in our 
jobs, churches and families 
but seemingly are criticized if 
we become too strong or too 
independent. Unfortunately, 
some women have accepted 
this stereotype and say, “I pay 
my own bills and don’t need a 
man for anything.”

Copeland’s point was that 
women do have to sometimes 
handle situations and experi-
ences that can make us bit-
ter or angry and that we had 
to endure so much with so 
very little support. Part of 
the reason why this happens 
is because in order to handle 
pressure emotionally and 
spiritually, women choose to 
turn our emotions off, like a 
faucet, instead of taking the 
 ood of emotions to God. We 

may even choose to not lean 
on those that God has placed 
in our lives for support be-
cause we don’t want to “both-
er them.”

But as hard as the situation 
may be, we must work just as 
hard that we don’t allow it to 

make us emotionally in  e i-
ble, distant and dysfunctional.

Even though I wish my 
daddy was still alive and 
that I’d had companionship 
during the pandemic, those 
2020 experiences have made 
me stronger, wiser and more 
valuable. Job 23:10 reminds 
us about how testing by God 
is designed to make us stron-
ger: “But he knows the way 
that I take. When he has test-
ed me, I shall come forth as 
gold” - Job 23:10.

It’s not always easy to do, 
but we have to remember that 
God has designed us to be 
like that little chunk of coal 
that becomes a valuable dia-
mond because of the pressure.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth-based author of “ Love 
Hangover:  Moving from Pain 
to Purp ose After a Relation-
ship  E nds”  and “ Writing to 
the Beat of G od’ s Heart:  A 
Book of Prayers for Writers.”   
E mail p reservedbyp urp ose@
gmail.com or follow her on 
Twitter @ shewanda.
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Spiritual people 
are not individuals 
who are lifted up 
in themselves or 
who are proud and 
arrogant. Spiritual 
people are those 

who can come to the rescue of 
brothers and sisters when they 
are weak spiritually from being 
attacked by the enemy of souls, 
or from being under temptation.  
We read in Galatians 6:1 these 
words, “Brethren, if a man be 
overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in 
the spirit of meekness;  consid-
ering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted.”

There is an especially impor-
tant job for spiritual people to do 
involving the salvation of souls, 
the restoration of people who 
might have given themselves over 
to a fault or who might have been 
overtaken in some other way.

Spiritual people are called 
upon by God to bring help and as-
sistance. Spiritual people will go 
to pray;  they have a prayer closet.  
They take heed to the words of 
the Thessalonian writer when 
he said in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 , 
“Pray without ceasing.” When 
you fi nd someone doing that, 
you are most likely looking at a 
spiritual individual.  It involves a 
great work, James 5:19-20 says: 
“Brethren, if any of you do err 
from the truth, and one convert 

him;  let him know, that he which 
converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul 
from death and shall hide a mul-
titude of sins.”

I want to be like this part of 
the work of a spiritual person. I 
want to be an individual who can 
be defi ned, according to God’s 
Word, as spiritual.

We read in 1 Corinthians 1:12-
16, these words, “Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the spirit which is of 
God;  that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us 
of God. Which things also we 
speak, not in the words which 
man’s wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth, 
comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual. But the natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spir-
it of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him;  neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritu-
ally discerned. But he that is 
spiritual judgeth all things, yet he 
himself is judged of no man.  For 
who hath known the mind of the 
Lord, that he may instruct him?  
But we have the mind of Christ.”

We can say that Jesus was a 
spiritual individual;  that should 
be without controversy.

Rev. Simeon R. G reen III is 
p astor of Joynes Road Church of 
G od, 3 1  Joynes Road, Hamp ton 
VA 2 3 6 6 9 . He is a member of the 
National Association of E vange-
lism Church of G od, Anderson, 
Ind.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

Diamond life Spiritual 
people are 

needed
 By Shewanda Riley
Col um nist
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Be careful 
about the com-
pany you keep. 
I heard that ex-
pression mul-
tiple times as I 
was coming of 

age. What my parents told me 
stuck with me. This advice 
has been a staple of my life.

I have lived long enough 
to have been around many 
different people. Some have 
been sinister and sly. My in-
teractions with them were 
minimal. I saw quickly they 
were up to no good.

The scenario that happened 
to me probably happened to 
you, too. We learned our les-
son for our momentary insan-
ity and bad judgement. 

Rudy Giuliana was around 
a slick dude, Donald Trump, 
and believed in the hemlock 
he was serving. Now, he has 
paid a dear price.

Last week, Giuliana was 
suspended by an appellate 
court from practicing law in 
New Y ork state.

The court wrote, “Giuli-
ana’s conduct immediately 
threatens the public interest 
and warrants interim suspen-
sion from the practice of law.”

Arguably, Giuliana went 
from the hall of fame to the 
hall of shame. His conduct in 
recent years has been deplor-
able and desperate. He was a 
man unhinged and unethical. 
Giuliana was once the Man-
hattan U.S. attorney. Now, he 
is a suspended lawyer.

Of course, America re-
members him as the mayor of 
New Y ork city during the 9/ 11 
tragedy. He was hailed for his 
strength and wisdom during 
this time.

Some people called him 
America’s mayor. Now, he is 
simply a fractured fi gure, a 
mere shadow of his former 
self.

What happened to him?  It 
is my opinion that one man 
happened to him and that was 
Donald Trump.

One man, Giuliana spent 
most of his life upholding the 
law. The other man, Donald 
Trump spent his life breaking 
the law.

Mr. T convinced him to be 
his personal lawyer. Giuliana, 

once a reasoned man with 
principles became unrea-
soned with no principles.

This is what happens when 
you get hooked up with a 
crook. His behavior rubbed 
off on Giuliana.

Giuliana became Trump’s 
mouthpiece. He spewed out 
lies and innuendos about the 
election. He bought lock, 
stock and barrel Trump’s big 
lie.

Months before and after the 
election, Giuliana became a 
pied piper for evil. He even 
looked the part as he sweated 
his way into trying to con-
vince us that Trump was king 
of the world.

He continued his assault 
on democracy in the role he 
played in the January 6 night-
mare. He never thought there 
would be consequences to his 
actions. He must have thought 
that Mr. T would save him.

The former president had 
no intention in throwing him 
a lifeline.  He left him in the 
dark and in the cold. Giuliana 
got caught in theTrump vor-
tex and could not get out.

Well known attorney Ron-
ald Minkoff said, “This is 
about the integrity of the bar, 
and that’s really the issue 
here. It’s really unfortunate 
that somebody of Giuliana’s 
stature should have this hap-
pen to them. But his actions 
and the evidence show that 
his actions warranted this.”

Y et, some have come to his 
defense.

F ormer New Y ork Police 
Department Commissioner 
Bernard Kerik is leading a 
go fund me account for him. 
He said, “We have created 
the Rudy Giuliana F reedom 
Fund. This is the offi cial De-
fense F und for this American 
Patriot.”

The question at the inquiry 
bench is whether the former 
president will be contributing 
to the fund. Does Trump have 
any real money to contribute 
and whether Giuliana’s legal 
team would accept it. It is 
both laughable and pathetic at 
the same time.

This is only the beginning 
of this saga. It has the ele-
ments of a soap opera. Let 
us call it the rise and fall of 
Rudy.

Stay tuned for weekly epi-
sodes.

OPINION

Has Rudy Giuliana 
come to the end

of his road?
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Because of 
where America 
stands today on 
the ever present 
issue of race, the 
following re  ec-
tions are offered 

from the fi rst two paragraphs 
of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, signed July 4, 17 7 6. 
F irst, the Preamble, which has 
much bearing on where we 
stand today as a nation:

“When in the Course of hu-
man events, it becomes neces-
sary for one people to dissolve 
the political bands which have 
connected them with another, 
and to assume among the Pow-
ers of the earth, the separate 
and equal station to which the 

Laws of Nature and of Nature’s 
God entitle them, they should 
declare the causes which impel 
them to separation…”

The Republican Party and 
all its state affi liates seek-
ing to abolish voting and civil 
rights, have provided living 
proof that the political “bands” 
they are connected to do not 
include us, as people of color. 
The voter suppression laws, 
murder of black people by law 
enforcement and the biased pri-
sion sentences for the murder 
of blacks such as that given to 
Derrick Chavin, are clear proof 
that there is no belief that “that 
all men are created equal and 
that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalien-
able rights, that among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness.”

Before we get too excited 
about the cookouts and holi-
day celebrations with fi reworks 
across this great land, let us 
re  ect on some of the words of 
F rederick Douglass which ap-
pear elsewhere in this issue as 
his F ourth of July Speech of 
1852 in Rochester, New Y ork. 
Let’s look at Independence 
as being incomplete because 
of the disparity that Douglass 
found between black and white. 
Today such disparities exist at 
every level, in spite of the ef-
forts of so many whites who 
have joined with blacks in the 
struggle.

Douglass asked in his speech: 
“Are the great principles of po-
litical freedom and natural jus-
tice, embodied in that Declara-
tion of Independence extended 
to us? ” It would appear that in 

160 years, many of his ques-
tions remain unanswered.

The inequality of slavery still 
exists today in the minds and 
behavior of many Americans 
who cannot accept that Amer-
ica is a melting pot of all na-
tions. ”Out of many, one.” That 
melting pot includes people of 
color. The key requirement is 
that we as people of color must 
never accept less than equality 
in all things.

While we may not technical-
ly be slaves, as reminded by the 
recent declaration of Juneteenth 
as a federal holiday, many of us 
are still mental slaves to me-
diocrity and the acceptance of 
less than what we should have. 
If some of us remain slaves to 
inequality and injustice, then 
the following question Doug-
lass raised is appropriate today:

“What to the American slave, 
is your 4th of July?  I answer;  a 
day that reveals to him, more 
than all other days in the year, 
the gross injustice and cruelty 
to which he is the constant vic-
tim. To him your celebration is 
a sham, your shout of liberty 
and equality, hollow mockery;  
your prayers and hymns, your 
sermons and thanksgivings, 
with all your religious parade 
and solemnity, are to him, 
mere bombast, fraud, decep-
tion, impiety and hypocrisy – a 
thin veil to cover crimes which 
would disgrace a nation of sav-
ages.”

In conclusion: what should 
we do?  We should review the 
America to whom F rederick 
Douglass spoke. We should 
weigh against his words how 
far we have come. We should 

celebrate Juneteenth;  the 13th, 
14th and 15th Amendments;  the 
Emancipation Proclamation, 
which had not been thought 
of when he wrote this speech;  
civil rights, voting rights and 
equal employment opportunity 
as well as an integrated armed 
forces.

While we are remembering 
and celebrating the U.S. Su-
preme Court Decision of Brown 
vs. Board of Education, let us 
remember that our schools are 
more segregated now than ever 
before. Y es, we can take some 
time out to celebrate that which 
we should have already en-
joyed, as stated elsewhere here.

What is the 4th of July?  That 
which I must still fi ght for to 
make real in the lives of those 
who look like me.

Refl ections on America’s Independence observance

F or decades, 
the Black Press 
has been the 
vanguards of the 
black commu-
nity’s history and 
the guardians of 

our future. They have been 
one of the few institutions that 
have acknowledged our pain 
while making space for our 
promise. Both the journalists 
and the publishers who employ 
them have been critical in tell-
ing our stories in an accurate 
and balanced way. They have 
also forced larger outlets to 
pay attention to the issues of 
importance to our communi-
ties.

And now, as we sit at the 
crossroads of progress and 
retrogression, our hope lies in 
strengthening this storied in-
stitution.

The challenges facing our 
community are serious. In 
multiple states there are at-
tempts to roll back access to 
the ballot. In communities 
across the country, black and 
poor people live under the dai-
ly threat of gun violence. Even 
in education, black people and 
other marginalized groups 
are fi ghting for high quality 
instruction. Black educators 
and others are also being told 
that they cannot discuss this 
nation’s complicated history 
with race and racism with bans 
on Critical Race Theory. The 
hope for our future lies, in 
part, on a thriving Black Press.

What I am saying comes as 
no surprise to honest students 
of history. It is also not lost on 
black people, who have long 
seen the arcs of their lives 
traced and covered by an ac-
tivist-oriented Black Press.

It is not just in the juxtapo-
sition of the black media and 
larger, non-black media insti-
tutions that one sees the value 
of institutions that are anti-
racist, culturally aware and 
committed to truth. But every 
community benefi ts when the 
people within it, become the 
architects of narratives that 
emerge about said group’s own 
past, present and future.

F or too long black commu-

nities, and other marginalized 
groups, have suffered when 
the people who tell their sto-
ries do not look like them. In 
fact, in seeking to understand 
the origins of the race riots 
in the summer of 1967 , the 
Kerner Commission found 
that the lack of diversity in the 
news media was a contributing 
factor. The commission was 
formed at the behest of Presi-
dent Lyndon Baines Johnson 
and tasked with uncovering 
the roots of the riots. Among 
other things, they found that 
when it comes to media, black 
people were not being hired in 
numbers proportionate to their 
population, and many people 
felt that the lens through which 
the media told and interpreted 
the black community’s stories 
was inherently racist. Some 
even felt that the media was 
receiving their information di-
rectly from police, at a time of 
growing mistrust between the 
black community and police.

The commission famously 
stated that America was mov-
ing toward “two societies, one 
white;  another one black.” The 
group recommended that poli-
cymakers “mount programs 
on a scale equal to the dimen-
sion of the problems, including 
closing the gap between prom-
ise and performance.” It under-
stood that a big hole required a 
big shovel.

And while the Kerner Com-
mission outlined ways to im-
prove media coverage of the 
black communities, black 
journalists and publishers have 
long lamented the need to have 
communities of color behind 
and in front of the camera. Long 
before the Kerner Commission 
report, the black community 
knew and understood that the 
Black Press was the key to fair 
representation and balanced 
coverage. It wasn’t just that the 
Black Press traced and tracked 
the arcs of our ancestors’ lives, 
but it was the one place where 
both our struggle and triumph 
was chronicled. It was the one 
place where the people telling 
the news had a vested interest 
in telling it fairly;  they experi-
enced the same classist, racist, 
sexist and homophobic treat-
ment as the communities they 

were writing about.
It was also a home for black 

journalists committed to not 
only telling the news but pro-
viding historical context. F rom 
the fi rst black-owned and op-
erated publication, the F ree-
dom’s Journal, commitment 
to covering abolition to other 
publishers who viewed their 
role not only as mouthpieces 
for the movement but activists 
as well. 

They were a direct challenge 
on mainstream publications 
that attacked African Ameri-
cans and gave cover for slav-
ery. F rom Ida B. Wells-Bar-
nett’s Memphis F ree Speech, 
black journalists and publish-
ers were on the frontlines of 
opposing slavery, lynching 
and the in-humane treatment 
of black people.

But the Black Press has also 
provided context, explaining 
the context of our lives. F or in-
stance, the Chicago Defender 
chronicled with distinction the 
great migration of Southern 
blacks to Northern cities. 

In search of “warmer suns” 
as author and journalist Isabel 
Wilkerson noted, black people 
moved north, bringing with 
them their wounds, talents and 
hopes for brighter days. The 
great migration then, is a lens 
through which we can under-
stand modern immigration 
struggles.

In the same way that the 
black community embraced 
our own long before other 
communities did so, the Black 
Press has been an anchor, 
sharing news and commentary 
from a historically honest lens. 
When white publications re-
fused to print the obituaries of 
black people, ignoring us in life 
and death, the Black Press was 
a dutiful companion. When 
white publications minimized 
or ignored our accomplish-
ments and career highlights, 
our community took refuge in 
the media institutions that we 
not only created but sustained 
through subscriptions and ad-
vertising. 

EBONY  and JET magazines 
became not only sources of 
pride, but dispatches from the 
fi eld, reporting on our trauma, 
yes, but our triumphs too.

When mainstream media 
largely ignored the black com-
munity, or positioned us in an 
unfavorable light, the Black 
Press has been the lighthouse 
that has illuminated our paths. 
It is only reasonable then, that 
I honor not only black journal-
ists but the associations that 
have given them cover. The 
National Newspaper Publish-
ers Association, the National 
Association of Black Journal-
ists have supported the people 
– black journalists and black 
newspaper publishers – who 
have supported us.

Today, at a time when there 
are legitimate efforts to clamp 
down on the honest telling of 
our history and anything that 
threatens those in power, a 
thriving Black Press is not just 
a ‘nice to have,’ it is a must 
have. F rom Texas to F lorida, 
and outlying states, there is a 
movement in school boards 
and state legislatures to pre-
vent the teaching of Critical 
Race Theory, a lens through 
which to understand America’s 
history with race.

This is why the emergence 
and/ or growth of black-owned 
and operated publications such 
as the Black News Channel, 
The G rio, The Chicago De-
fender, and the Call &  Post 
newspaper is so encouraging. 
They help ensure black people 
are the narrators of our stories.

In these times where we ap-
pear to be asked to re-litigate 
the victories our ancestors won 
decades ago, we cannot meet 
this moment without a strong 
Black Press. As we think about 
what is needed for our commu-
nities to succeed, we cannot 
overstate the importance of in-
vesting in black media. The in-
vestments include infusions of 
capital, giving Black Press fi rst 
rights of refusal when it comes 
to breaking news and support-
ing black journalists.

The Black Press has been the 
vanguards of our history and 
the guardians of our future. 
F or this reason, they deserve 
our salute and resources too.

Nina Hudson Turner ( born 
December 7 , 1 9 6 7 )  is an Amer-
ican p olitician and educator 
from Ohio. Find out more at 
http s: / / ninaturner.com/
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The City of Jackson’s Offi ce of Housing and Community Development hereby notifi es interested 
A ppl ic ants  of funds  av ail ab l e from th e U . S .  D epartment of H ous ing and U rb an D ev el opment 
( H U D )  for th e fol l ow ing grants :  Community  D ev el opment B l oc k  G rant ( CD B G ) ,  E mergenc y  S ol u-
tions  G rant ( E S G ) ,  and H ous ing O pportunities  for P ers ons  W ith  A I D S  ( H O P W A ) .  

T h e City  w il l  c onduc t an in- pers on A ppl ic ation/ P ropos al  W ork s h op s es s ion on F riday ,  J ul y  9 ,  
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Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, no application/proposal packages will be accepted at our offi ce 
or b y  mail .

For more details contact the Offi ce of Development Assistance Division at 601-960-2155.

6 - 2 4 - 2 0 2 1,  7 - 1- 2 0 2 1

LEG A L

A d v e r t ise me nt  f or  R F P
R F P 2021-16  K-2 A sse ssme nt  Pla t f or m

E l ec tronic  and s eal ed rfp propos al s  for th e ab ov e rfp w il l  b e rec eiv ed b y  th e B oard of T rus t-
ees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President 
S treet,  J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  until  10 : 0 0  A . M .  ( L oc al  P rev ail ing T ime) ,  J ul y  19 ,  2 0 2 1 at 
w h ic h  time and pl ac e th ey  w il l  b e pub l ic l y  opened and read al oud.  T h e B oard of T rus tees  
res erv es  th e righ t to rej ec t any  and al l  rfps ,  to w aiv e informal ities ,  and to w ith h ol d th e ac -
ceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by emailing  
mis h el ton@ j ac k s on. k 12 . ms . us ,  c al l ing ( 6 0 1)  9 6 0 - 8 7 9 9 ,  or doc uments  may  b e pic k ed up at 
th e ab ov e addres s  or dow nl oaded from J P S  w eb s ite at w w w . j ac k s on. k 12 . ms . us .  

U ntil  furth er notic e,  al l  h and del iv ery  propos al s  del iv ered b etw een 9 : 0 0  a. m.  until  9 : 5 9  a. m.  
( l oc al  prev ail ing time)  th e date th e b id is  s c h edul ed to open,  mus t b e del iv ered to J P S D  
B oard R oom,  6 2 1 S outh  S tate S treet,  J ac k s on,  M S  3 9 2 0 1.

7 / 1/ 2 0 2 1,  7 / 8 / 2 0 2 1

LEG A L

6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 2 4 - 2 0 2 1,  7 - 1- 2 0 2 1

LEG A L

7 - 1- 2 0 2 1
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LEG A L

6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 2 4 - 2 0 2 1,  7 - 1- 2 0 2 1

LEG A L

A d v e r t ise me nt  f or  R F P

R e -B id  R F P 2021-03  JPS Se e ks a  Pool of  C olle g e / Univ e r sit y  Pa r t ne r s t o 
Provide Teacher Certifi cation Program Support and an English as a Second 

La ng u a g e  ( ELS)  End or se me nt  

E l ect ronic and se al ed rfp proposa l s for th e ab ove  rfp w il l  b e rece ive d b y th e B oard 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South 
P resi dent S treet,  Ja ckso n,  M issi ssi ppi,  until  10 : 0 0  A . M .  ( L oca l  P reva il ing T ime) ,  
Ju l y 2 6 ,  2 0 2 1 at w h ich  time and pl ace  th ey w il l  b e pub l icl y opened and read al oud.  
T h e B oard of T rust ees rese rve s th e righ t to rej ect  any and al l  rfps,  to w aive  infor-
malities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-fi ve calen-
dar days from th e date rfps are opened.   

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by 
email ing  B ettie Jo nes at b j ones@ j ackso n. k1 2 . ms. us or ca l l ing ( 6 0 1)  9 6 0 - 8 7 9 9 ,  
or docu ments may b e picke d up at th e ab ove  address or dow nl oaded from JP S  
w eb si te at w w w . j ackso n. k1 2 . ms. us.  

U ntil  furth er notice ,  al l  h and del ive ry proposa l s del ive red b etw een 9 : 0 0  a. m.  until  
9 : 5 9  a. m.  ( l oca l  preva il ing time)  th e date th e b id is sch edul ed to open,  must  b e 
del ive red to JP S D  B oard R oom,  6 2 1 S outh  S tate S treet,  Ja ckso n,  M S  3 9 2 0 1.  

7 / 1/ 2 0 2 1,  7 / 8 / 2 0 2 1



COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. - CDL
DRIVERS needed to run from S.E. to
West Coast. Experienced Singles and
Teams. Check out our new pay package.
Singles, 41 cents per mile for 60 day pro-
bationary period. 46 cents per mile there-
after. Teams, 50 cents per mile for 60 day
probationary period. 55 cents per mile
thereafter. Late model conventional trac-
tors. Home weekly. Benefits package.
Pearl, MS. 601-939-8088.
www.tuckerandson.com

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds and Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 833-822-2608. Ask about
our specials!

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
NEVER PAY FOR COVERED HOME
REPAIRS AGAIN! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 866-
934-1258

SAVE UP TO 80% ON YOUR MEDICA-
TION. Eliquis, Xarelto, Viagra, Cialis and
more. Licensed and Certified. Lowest
Price Guaranteed. Call 855-813-7051
and get free shipping on your first order.
(Open M-F)
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your
donation helps fund the search for miss-
ing children. Accepting Trucks,
Motorcycles and RVs, too! Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not. 24 hour
response. Maximum tax donation. Call
(888) 515-3812

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call
1-855-978-3110
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.

Week of June 27, 2021

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

E m p l o y m e n t

F o r S a l e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t M i s c e l l a n e o u s

Serving Up Advertising
Solutions That Deliver!

MS Press Services
offers programs
and services to

streamline order-
ing newspaper
advertising in

multiple markets.

Mississippi Press Services
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 118  Liv ing st o n R o a d
CASH & CARRY
C a pit o l St r eet   a nd Mo num ent  St r eet
CITY HALL
219  S Pr esident  St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
26 5 9  Liv ing st o n R o a d
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7 N o r t hv iew D r  ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
203 0 N  Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
43 3 1 H ig hwa y 8 0W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0 Medg a r  E v er s B lv d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 C a pit o l St  ( D o wnt o wn J a c kso n)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 04 B r ia r wo o d D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
28 5 5  Mc D o well R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Ter r y R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 249  Medg a r  E v er s  B lv d.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
23 25  Liv ing st o n R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
N o r t hside D r iv e
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A v enue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
J a c kso n Medic a l Ma ll 
3 5 0 W  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v enue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 49 2 W a t kins D r iv e

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4 R idg ewo o d R d ( N o r t h J a c kso n)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Ter r y R d ( So ut h J a c kso n)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0 W .  W o o dr o w W ilso n A v e

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - anton, MS
B & B
702 est orth Street - anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 orth Liberty - anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

hurch Street - anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther ing Drive - anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 hurch Street - anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 est Fulton Street - anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 estside Drive - anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125  Swing ing  B r idg e  D r .
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 777 Ter r y R o a d
CITY HALL
Ter r y  R o a d

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
a t  E x it  78
CITY HALL 
W est   C unning ha m   A v enue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 05  E .  Ma in St r eet
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 . Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 . ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 ourtyard S uare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy 18
PITT STOP 
101 H wy 18  &  27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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&Best of Live TV 
& On Demand

No annual 
contract required

84
See below for details.

CHOICE ™ Package 

$ 99
mo
+ Tax.

The price you see is the price you pay. No hidden fees.

NOW get unlimited hours of Cloud DVR recordings for $10/mo.1

Stream on 20 devices at once in your home—including your 
TVs, tablets, smartphones and other connected devices.2

1Data connection req’d. Recordings expire after 90 days. In a series recording, max 30 episodes stored (oldest deleted �rst which may be in less than 90 days). Restr’s apply. 2AT&T recommends a minimum Internet speed of 8Mbps per stream for optimal viewing. All 20 AT&T streams must be on the same home network 
and a compatible router is required. Certain channels are excluded. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home AT&T streams. Restrictions apply. See att.com/20streams for details. AT&T TV requires high speed Internet. AT&T recommends a minimum Internet speed of 8Mbps per stream for optimal viewing. 
AT&T TV: Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. customers only (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Your AT&T TV service renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on �le unless you cancel. Once you’ve canceled, you can access AT&T TV through the remaining monthly period. 
New customers who cancel service in the �rst 14 days will receive a full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits for any partial-month periods or unwatched content. AT&T TV Device: AT&T TV device for well-quali ed customers $5/mo. each for 24 mos. on 0% APR installment agreement; 
otherwise $120 each. Non-quali ed customers must purchase devices up-front. Purchased devices may be returned within 14 days for a full refund. Devices purchased on installment agreement subject to additional terms and conditions. See cancellation policy at att.com/help/cancellation-policy-att-tv.ht-
ml for more details. Limits: O�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subject to blackout restrictions. Subject to AT&T TV terms and conditions (see att.com/legal/att-tv.html). Pricing, channels, features, and terms are subject to change & may be modi ed or 
discontinued at any time without notice. See att.com/tv for details. ©2021 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their 
respective owners.

(855) 408-9232

Call your AT&T Dealer today!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

Stream Friends exclusively on HBO Max.

Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.

Stream Friends exclusively on HBO Max.Stream Stream Stream Stream Stream Stream Stream Stream Stream Stream Stream Stream Stream FriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriends exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.exclusively on HBO Max.

Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.

&Best of Live TV 
& On Demand

No annual 
contract required

84
See below for details.

CHOICE ™ Package 

$ 99
mo
+ Tax.

The price you see is the price you pay. No hidden fees.

NOW get unlimited hours of Cloud DVR recordings for $10/mo.1

Stream on 20 devices at once in your home—including your 
TVs, tablets, smartphones and other connected devices.2

1Data connection req’d. Recordings expire after 90 days. In a series recording, max 30 episodes stored (oldest deleted �rst which may be in less than 90 days). Restr’s apply. 2AT&T recommends a minimum Internet speed of 8Mbps per stream for optimal viewing. All 20 AT&T streams must be on the same home network 
and a compatible router is required. Certain channels are excluded. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home AT&T streams. Restrictions apply. See att.com/20streams for details. AT&T TV requires high speed Internet. AT&T recommends a minimum Internet speed of 8Mbps per stream for optimal viewing. 
AT&T TV: Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. customers only (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Your AT&T TV service renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on �le unless you cancel. Once you’ve canceled, you can access AT&T TV through the remaining monthly period. 
New customers who cancel service in the �rst 14 days will receive a full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits for any partial-month periods or unwatched content. AT&T TV Device: AT&T TV device for well-quali ed customers $5/mo. each for 24 mos. on 0% APR installment agreement; 
otherwise $120 each. Non-quali ed customers must purchase devices up-front. Purchased devices may be returned within 14 days for a full refund. Devices purchased on installment agreement subject to additional terms and conditions. See cancellation policy at att.com/help/cancellation-policy-att-tv.ht-
ml for more details. Limits: O�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subject to blackout restrictions. Subject to AT&T TV terms and conditions (see att.com/legal/att-tv.html). Pricing, channels, features, and terms are subject to change & may be modi ed or 
discontinued at any time without notice. See att.com/tv for details. ©2021 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their 
respective owners.
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Iv Support Holdings LLC

Stream Friends exclusively on HBO Max.

Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.
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NOW get unlimited hours of Cloud DVR recordings for $10/mo.1

Stream on 20 devices at once in your home—including your 
TVs, tablets, smartphones and other connected devices.2
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Stream Friends exclusively on HBO Max.

Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O�er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  
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Cryptogram Solution

©  Feature E xchange

Crossword Puzzle

D OW N
1. Niche
2. Island
3. Arrest
4. What a nurse gives
5. Inclined
. ack confidence

7 . Nothings
8. Gas burner
10. Serviceman
16. Troops
18. I see
19. Gym
20. Approximate date
21. Leaves out
22. Phial
24. Crowded
25. F alsify
26. Ditto
28. Supersonic transport
30. Status _ _

A C R OS S
1. Am not
5. Tool
9. Sacred poem
11. Keats
12. Cut cheese
13. Pivot
14. Conger
15. Newfoundlnd (abbr.)
17 . Constrictor
18. Accepts
20. Stick
22. Vigor
23. Brand of cola
24. F uture F armers of 
      America (abr.)
27 . Part of the eye
29. Tied
31. Parts of plays
32. Broods
33. Endure
34. Margarine

©  Feature E xchange
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President Joe Biden direct-
ed the U.S. Attorney General 
to submit a plan within four 
months to expand the Depart-
ment of Justice’s access to jus-
tice work.

The president also announced 
that he and Vice President Ka-
mala Harris would re-establish 
the White House Legal Aid In-
teragency Roundtable to priori-
tize civil legal aid and expand 
access to federal programs.

The directives are part of the 
administration’s efforts to ex-
pand access to legal representa-
tion and the courts.

“As President Biden knows 
from his experience as a public 
defender, timely and affordable 
access to the legal system can 
make all the difference in a per-
son’s life – including by keep-
ing an individual out of poverty, 
keeping an individual in his or 
her home, helping an unaccom-
panied child seek asylum, help-
ing someone fi ght a consumer 
scam, or ensuring that an indi-
vidual charged with a crime can 
mount a strong defense and re-
ceive a fair trial,” White House 
offi cials commented in a Fact 
Sheet.

“But low-income people have 
long struggled to secure quality 
access to the legal system. Those 
challenges have only increased 
during the public health and eco-
nomic crises caused by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic,” the adminis-
tration noted.

“At the same time, civil legal 
aid providers and public defend-
ers have been under-resourced, 
understaffed and unable to reach 
some of the people in greatest 
need of their services.”

During the prior administra-
tion, the Department of Justice’s 
access to justice work, formally 
launched as an initiative in 2010, 
was effectively shuttered.

According to a memorandum, 
to restore the Department of 
Justice’s leadership in this area, 
President Biden is directing At-
torney General Merritt Garland 
to submit a report to the president 
within 120 days that outlines the 
department’s plan to expand its 
access to justice work.

The president ordered the 
Justice Department to start this 
work immediately.

The administration also said 
it is re-committing to the White 
House Legal Aid Interagency 
Roundtable mission, which was 
initially established in 2015 to 

raise federal agencies’ aware-
ness of how civil legal aid could 
increase employment, family 
stability, housing security, con-
sumer protection and public 
safety.

According to the Fact Sheet, 
the White House Legal Aid In-
teragency Roundtable will be co-
chaired by the attorney general 
and the counsel to the president 
or their designees.

It will convene federal agen-
cies to identify ways to address 
some of the most pressing legal 
services challenges that we face 
today – including those posed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The federal government has a 
critical role to play in expanding 
access to the nation’s legal sys-
tem and supporting the work of 
civil legal aid providers and pub-
lic defenders,” administration 
offi cials remarked.

“President Biden’s executive 
action today will reinvigorate 
the federal government’s role in 
advancing access to justice and 
help ensure that the Adminis-
tration’s policies and recovery 
efforts can reach as many indi-
viduals as possible.”

The Presidential Memoran-
dum is the Biden-Harris Ad-
ministration’s latest action to 
protect vulnerable Americans, 
reform the justice system, and 
advance racial equity, the White 
House said.

On his fi rst day in offi ce, they 
noted that the president issued 
an executive order establishing 
a government-wide initiative to 
put equity at the heart of each 
agency’s priorities and manage-
ment plan.

“His discretionary budget re-
quest called for $1.5 billion in 
funding for grants to strengthen 
state and local criminal justice 
systems, including by investing 
in public defenders. Improving 
access to counsel in civil and 
criminal proceedings builds on 
each of these efforts,” the White 
House concluded.

President Joe Biden helped 
to kick off the National News-
paper Publishers Association 
annual summer convention 
with a ringing endorsement of 
the Black Press of America.

The president, who cam-
paigned on the promise of eq-
uity and inclusion and whose 
appointments, hires and policy 
have targeted uplifting black 
and minority communities, 
extolled the virtues of black-
owned newspapers and media 
companies.

“It’s an honor to join you 
and celebrate 194 years of the 
Black Press and 81 years of the 
NNPA,” the president stated.

“The theme of your confer-
ence this year: Black Press 
Matters, could not be more 
fi tting. The stories we tell, the 
news we cover matters. The 
work you do at the NNPA mat-
ters.”

The president recalled visit-
ing Tulsa, Oklahoma, earlier 
this year on the anniversary 
of the Black Wall Street mas-
sacre. “We would not known 
nearly as much as what hap-
pened there if it were not for 
the Black Press,” President 
Biden declared.

“The same is true of stories 
of today. I know times are 
tough in the industry and every 
advertising dollar matters. We 
need your input, we need your 
important independent voices 
as much as ever,” he continued.

The president thanked 
NNPA President and CEO 
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., and 
NNPA Chair Karen Carter 
Richards for the work that the 
Black Press does each day.

“Thank you for informing us 
all,” he exclaimed.

The conference kicked off 
with a stirring exhibit of more 
than 100 front pages of Af-
rican American newspapers 
sponsored by the Google News 
Initiative.

Carter Richards, Chavis and 
Convention Chair Terry Jones 
offered opening remarks.

Dr. Anthony Fauci and Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention Director Dr. Ro-
chelle Walensky participated 
by speaking on the importance 
of vaccinations and how vital 
the Black Press of America re-
mains after 194 years.

“The Black Press is critically 
important,” Dr. Fauci declared.

“Medical co-morbidities are 
particularly high in African 
American communities, and 

that is why getting the vaccine 
is so important.”

Racism is at the root of much 
of the health disparities in 
America, declared Dr. Walen-
sky.

“We must take action,” she 
insisted. “We are so grateful 
for [The Black Press’s] voice 
and to your reporting and com-
mitment to truth.”

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.), and White House 
Senior Advisor and Director 
of Public Engagement Ced-
ric Richmond, also joined the 
conference to reaffi rm Wash-
ington’s commitment to Black 
America and the NNPA.

The NNPA, the 81-year-old 
trade association representing 
the 230 African American-
owned newspapers and media 
companies that comprise the 
Black Press of America, host-
ed the annual convention from 
June 23 to June 26.

While the convention regu-
larly occurs in cities through-
out the country, the pandemic 
forced the NNPA to hold the 
event virtually for the second 
consecutive year.

This year’s theme highlight-
ed how signifi cant the Black 
Press remains, its vitality in the 
many communities it serves, 
and the transformative vision 
that has helped keep the mil-
lions of subscribers informed.

Pfi zer Rare Disease, AARP, 
General Motors, Reynolds 
American, Comcast, the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, the Education Trust, the 
Small Business Administra-
tion, Wells Fargo, American 
Petroleum Institute, Facebook 
Journalism Project, and others 
hosted, sponsored or partici-
pated on panels to provide vital 
information for publishers and 
the public-at-large.

Zillow, the Knight Founda-

tion, U.S. Census, Comcast 
Universal, Molson Coors, 
Nissan, BHERC, Northrop 
Grumman and Nina Turner for 
Congress, also counted among 
convention sponsors.

During the convention, the 
NNPA Fund hosted its annual 
Messenger Awards to recog-
nize the outstanding work of 
journalists and newspapers in 
the Black Press.

Hosted by NNPA Fund Chair 
Pluria Marshall Jr., and NNPA 
Fund Vice Chair Sonny Mes-
siah Jiles with special guests 
Stacey Abrams and the Rev. 
Al Sharpton, winners included 
the St. Louis American, Bir-
mingham Times, Houston For-
ward Times, The Final Call, 
Richmond Free Press, Texas 
Metro News, The Afro Ameri-
can, Michigan Chronicle, 
New Pittsburgh Courier, Our 
Weekly Los Angeles, Houston 
Defender, Savannah Tribune, 
Atlanta Voice, Jackson Advo-
cate, and the Seattle Medium.

Winner of three Society 
of Professional Journalists 
Awards this year, the Washing-
ton Informer did not partici-
pate in the Messenger Awards.

The NNPA also presented its 
annual Legacy Awards where 
Darnella Frazier, the African 
American teenager who coura-
geously fi lmed the police offi -
cer kneeling on George Floyd’s 
neck, received the Ida B. Wells 
National Photojournalism 
Award.

The Rev. John P. Kee was 
honored with the 2021 Na-
tional Gospel Transformative 
Award, while Earth, Wind & 
Fire lead singer Philip Bailey 
was presented with the 2021 
National Lifetime Achieve-
ment Legacy Award for Out-
standing Achievement, Impact 
and Creative Genius.

Scotty Barnhart, the leg-

endary Count Basie Orchestra 
leader, received the 2021 Na-
tional Performance and Out-
standing Leadership Award, 
and the Rev. Dr. Starsky Wil-
son took home the 2021 Na-
tional Achievement and Out-
standing Leadership Award 
for his work as President and 
CEO of the Children’s Defense 
Fund.

The NNPA also presented 
Congresswoman Joyce L. Be-
atty (D-Ohio) with the 2021 
National Congressional Lead-
ership Award and Minnesota 
Attorney General Keith Ellison 
with the Outstanding and Cou-
rageous Leadership Award.

Dr. Kizzemkia Corbett re-
ceived a special Leadership 
Award for her work in develop-
ing the life-saving coronavirus 
vaccine.

Ten-time Grammy winner 
Chaka Khan received the 2021 
National Lifetime Achieve-
ment Legacy Award for De-
cades of Creative Genius and 
Outstanding Leadership for 
Freedom, Justice and Equality 
in American and Throughout 
the World. The legend also 
headlined a night of entertain-
ment with a mini concert.

The Rev. Kee performed his 
hit, “I Made it Out,” while Nu-
Soul and Jazz artist Candice 
Hoyes proved a worthy open-
ing act with an electric perfor-
mance.

We know we are the trusted 
voice in the black community, 
and ‘resilient vitality’ is who 
we are,” Carter Richards pro-
claimed.

“Our black newspapers have 
thrived, and so many more are 
getting to the level that we want 
them to be. I’m so proud of the 
Black Press for all the work 
they are doing in the commu-
nity and for the work they are 
doing to help each other.”

President Biden 
seeks to expand 

access
to legal counsel
for vulnerable 

citizens

Sha’Carri Richardson bolts
into history and into Tokyo Olympics

President Biden, Chaka 
Khan and others celebrate 
The Black Press at NNPA 

Convention
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

The Presidential Memorandum is 
the Biden-Harris Administration’s 
latest action to protect vulnerable 
Americans, reform the justice sys-
tem, and advance racial equity, the 
White House said.

Richardson    PHOTO: VIDEO SCREEN CAPTURE / NBC SPORTS / YOUTUBE

With lightning-like quickness 
and a will to dominate, Sha’Carri 
Richardson is on her way to the 
Olympics in Tokyo.

The 21-year-old native of Dal-
las, Texas, won the women’s 
100-meter fi nal during the U.S. 
Olympic Track and Field Trials.

Richardson’s victory came in 
just 10.86 seconds – amazingly, 
it was an eye-lash slower than 
her head-spinning performance 

in the semifi nal heat, where she 
crossed the fi nish line in just 
10.64 seconds.

Many are comparing the Olym-
pic-bound track and fi eld star 
to greats like Florence Griffi th-
Joyner, and Gail Devers. Richard-
son has remained humble, and she 
credits her grandmother, Betty 
Harp, for much of her success.

“My grandmother is my heart, 
my superwoman,” Richardson 
told Runners World.

“To have her here at the biggest 

meet of my life, it’s just amazing. 
That probably felt better than 
winning the races, just being able 
to hold her after becoming an 
Olympian.”

Already turning heads in and 
around the sport, Richardson 
further raised eyebrows when 
she dominated the U.S. Olympic 
Track & Field Team Trials in Eu-
gene, Oregon.

Jumping out to a fast start, 
Richardson appeared to pur-
posely slow down toward the end 

of the race and point toward the 
clock, which registered her dra-
matic timing.

“Nobody knows what I go 
through,” Richardson said in a 
post-race interview with ABC.

“Everybody has struggles, and 
I understand that. But y’all see 
me on this track, and y’all see the 
poker face I put on. But nobody 
but [my family] and my coach 
know what I go through…and I’m 
highly grateful to them. Without 
them, there would be no me.”

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor
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Comic Con event held in Jackson, MS
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Dole Foods partners with Boys & Girls Club 
in Jackson, MS in Culinary Arts Program

Othor Cain is director of Strategic Programs/Media Operations, BGCCM.

J a c k son,  M S  •  J une,  1 7 ,  2 0 2 1
PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY



Sometimes, you just gotta get 
out.

Y ou need a weekend in a re-
mote cabin or high-end spa. Y ou 
gotta get out of those clothes at 
days’ end. Y ou need a breath of 
fresh air, new scenery, some-
thing to distract you.

Sometimes, you need to get 
out for your sanity. Other times, 
as in the new book “Leaving 
Breezy Street” by Brenda My-
ers-Powell (with April Reyn-
olds), you need to get out for 
your life.

They told her that her mother 

loved her very much.
Little Brenda Myers had to 

take her aunts’ words for it;  her 
mother died before Brenda could 
walk, and so she was raised by 
her grandmother. Ma’Dea’s 
home was safe and warm, no-
body ever went hungry, but the 
woman couldn’t keep Myers 
from being molested, starting 
when Myers was just four years 
old.

It continued: at ten, she was 
removed from Ma’Dea’s house 
due to alcoholism and physical 
abuse;  a year later, the uncle 
who took her in began molest-

ing her. Myer returned to her 
grandmother’s house, “from the 
frying pan to the fi re,” where 
she endured the least egregious 
trauma until she got pregnant.

At age fourteen, she realized 
that she needed money to raise 
an infant.

On Good F riday, 197 3, she 
took the train to downtown Chi-
cago and turned her fi rst tricks. 
She came home with “almost 
four hundred dollars.”

Ma’Dea, she says, “didn’t ask 
one question.”

That was the beginning of 
years of horrors. Myers was 

captured by a pair of “Gorilla 
pimps” who beat her to control 
her;  though she was a minor, 
they took her across state lines 
and raped her until she didn’t 
care. She escaped, returned to 
the streets, sold herself for cash, 
a place to stay, clothing, and 
eventually, drugs, when all she 
really wanted was nurturing.

“F olks tell me, ain’t all that 
happen to you,” she says. “I 
wish it hadn’t... I wish to God I 
was lying my head off.”

Here’s a warning, so take it 
seriously: if you like your mem-
oirs sweet and tender, back away 

from this one. “Leaving Breezy 
Street,” the title of which refers 
to the alter-ego and pseudonym 
author Brenda Myers-Powell 
used for work, is anything but 
warm and fuzzy.

It. Is. Brutal.
But then again...
At the risk of being a spoiler 

here, there’s a happy ending or 
four in this memoir, including 
the empowering, steely, and 
emotional update on Myers-
Powell’s life today, a tale-with-
in-a-tale that’ll make you teary-
eyed. Those tears will happen 
partly out of relief because 

whew!  what Myers-Powell tells 
is like some kind of horror story 
but the monsters are real – yet, 
curiously (and much to a read-
er’s chagrin), she respects her 
past and leaves a lot unsaid.

That doesn’t include celebri-
ties, whose names pepper this 
memoir.

Just bear in mind that this 
book is packed with profanity 
but there’s also a laugh or two, 
in a dark kind of way. Still, if 
you want a tale that’ll drop your 
jaw every few pages, “Leaving 
Breezy Street” is the book to get 
out.

BOOK REVIEW:

LEAVING BREEZY 
STREET: A MEMOIR
BY BRENDA MYERS-POWELL WITH APRIL REYNOLDS
C.2021, HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY
$26.99 / $36.99 CANADA  •  288 PAGES
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HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

State Representative Stephanie Forster Partners with 
Hinds County School District for Food Giveaway

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
E N G A G I N G - E MPO W E R I N G - E N SUR I N G - E X C E LLE N C E

The Hinds County School District will hold a public hearing by Teleconference on Thursday, July 8, 2021, at 5:00 P.M. in the Board Room of the 
inds Co nty c ool District s Central O fice  1 19  wy 1  aymond  . At t is meeting  t e ro osed 1-  dget will e resented.

-  Dr. illiam ellers  
Assistant erintendent  
Tammy Rankin, Entergy 
C stomer ervice anager  
Dr. Delesicia Martin, 

erintendent  and Dr. 
o n eal  Associate 

Superintendent

-  Alees am dson  C D  D  
arent o  t e ear  C c  oer  V  o  

Sales and Regina Ginn, Director of 
ar eting wit  ids irst d cation

-  Dr. illiam ellers  
Assistant erintendent and 
State Representative / Event 
Organi er te anie orster

-  egina Ginn  Director o  ar eting  
Alees am dson  arent  and C c  

oer  V  o  ales

-  Dr. illiam ellers and 
Honorable Mayor Lekentric 
Caston of Edwards, MS

-  as rn illiams  
Principal/BEEMS and State 
Representative, Stephanie 

orster

-   Dr. o n 
eal  Associate 

erintendent C D  
Alees am dson  

arent  and C c  
oer  V  o  ales

Entergy Customer Services Manager Recognized
by Hinds County School District

Kids First Education Recognize Hinds County 
School District and Mississippi Department

of Education State Parent of the Year

Grassroots organization and local USDA 
connect to help disadvantaged farmers
‘Land was only made once; value it,’ concluded HLGP President Henry Anderson Sr.

Do you know that just as you 
would appraise a house to assess 
its value it is equally critical to 
do the same for your timber and/
or land?  If you do not, you might 
discover that you are selling your-
self cheap or giving away your 
family legacy. 

It was this and a myriad of other 
resourceful information farm-
ers, beginning farmers, ranchers, 
youth and the public received 
during an eye-opening Agricul-
ture Informational F air, Monday, 
June 27 . Held in Saints College/
Academy Auditorium, Lexing-
ton, Miss., the event was coordi-
nated and hosted by the Holmes 
Livestock and Growers Project 
(HLGP) in collaboration with the 
Holmes County USDA NRCS 
and F SA Service Center.

Some audience members ap-
peared captivated to the edges of 
their seats. 

H GP is a 01 c  non-profit 
organization built on a member-
ship of farm families in Holmes 
County, Miss. and surrounding 
areas.

“It was indeed a very interesting 
awareness outreach;  I am glad my 
wife and I came to support HLGP 
and the great things it is doing in 
our county,” said Leslie Greer, co-
founder of the Community Stu-
dents Learning Center (CSLC). 
The CSLC, also a 501(c)3 non-
profit has successfully imple-
mented two of USDA NRCS’s 
federal outreach programs;  one, a 
youth outreach and the other, farm 
information awareness. 

“This informational outreach 
is one of the many things that we 
do as a part of our mission,” said 
Henry Anderson Sr., HLGP presi-
dent. “We work with small farm-
ers to promote sustainability and 

create legacies for future genera-
tions to enjoy the earth’s natural 
resources.”

HLGP Secretary and Outreach 
Organizer Kimberly Clayton wel-
comed the attendees, and HLGP 
member Derrick Scott presented 
the occasion. Speakers and pre-
senters of the free event includ-
ed USDA NRCS Supervisory 
District Conservationist, Area 
4 F ernando Vazquez, Holmes 
County Extension Director (Re-
tiring) Betsy Padgett, USDA F SA 
Holmes County Director Jim Cor-
ley, F arm Service Agency Loan 
Director Larry Pate, NRCS Ease-
ment Team Leader Rick Hagar, 
USDA NRCS Assistant State 
Conservationist and Area Con-
servationist for the Delta Area 
Taharga Hart (a Holmes County 
native), and Professional Consult-
ing F orester and Wildlife Biolo-
gist Alex Harvey, 

Each of the presenters provided 
a wealth of information and re-
source materials. F armers and 
others left the event with handfuls 
of pamphlets, brochures, includ-
ing the MSU Extension Service 
Garden Tabloid dubbed as the 
“Garden Bible,” according to 
Padgett. 

Hart covered general details 
about new initiatives, new staff, 

etc. He pointed out that Holmes 
County manage most of the pro-
grams in the state, and he highly 
emphasized that if anyone has 
questions about USDA, please 
feel free to contact the office.

“We encourage the farmers to 
stop by the office and talk with 
us,” said Vazquez. His office cov-
ered eligibility criteria for apply-
ing for financial assistance.

“This step is very critical for 
farmers, because it helps them 
understand what documentation 
they need to be eligible for USDA 
programs. We encourage farmers 
to keep track of their farm records 
(#  of cows, acres, crop, irrigation, 
yields, etc.),” he said.

Vazquez also covered their 
main conservation programs, (i) 
the Environmental Q uality In-
centives Program (EQ IP) which 
provides technical and financial 
assistance to producers to address 
natural resource concerns and de-
liver environmental benefits such 
as improved water and air qual-
ity, conserved ground and surface 
water, increased soil health and 
reduced soil erosion and sedimen-
tation, improved or created wild-
life habitat, and mitigation against 
drought and increasing weather 
volatility.

(ii)the Conservation Steward-

ship Program (CSP) helps agri-
cultural producers maintain and 
improve their existing conserva-
tion systems and adopt additional 
conservation activities to address 
priority resource concerns. CSP 
pays participants for conservation 
performance – the higher the per-
formance, the higher the payment.

An interesting awareness from 
the event was the critical impor-
tance of timber appraisals present-
ed by Alex Harvey, who is also 
founder and president of Legacy 
Land Management, LLC, a black-
owned natural resources manage-
ment firm.

In a later interview with The 
Mississip p i Link, Harvey stated 
that first, a timber appraisal gives 
a landowner the ability to make 
better informed decisions regard-
ing their assets.” He shared that 
“far too often, landowners in mi-
nority communities do not hire 
consulting foresters to advise 
them and this leads to their tim-
ber being purchased for much less 
than it’s actually worth.”

Harvey, who graduated from 
the Holmes County Public School 
District, explained that an ap-
praisal gives a landowner a frame 
of reference for which products 
they have in their forest, (ex. 
pulpwood, chipnsaw, saw timber 

etc.), how much of those products 
they have and what their market 
value is at that time. Each has a 
different value (ex. saw timber is 
worth more than chipnsaw and 
pulpwood). 

“Unfortunately, many forest 
landowners are taken advantage 
of when they sell their timber di-
rectly to a timber buyer and don’t 
hire a professional consulting for-
ester to help them. This happens 
to black and white landowners 
alike however, it tends to have a 
more negative effect within mi-
nority communities because Af-
rican American families tend to 
have less financial wealth to begin 
with. I would also add that minor-
ity communities are perhaps taken 
advantage of more often in this re-
gard,” Harvey said. 

During the event, he relayed 
a story of an elderly African 
American woman who had lost 
her husband three months prior 
to a timber buyer showing up at 
her home on a Sunday evening 
with an $80,000 check in hand 
for her timber. She rejected the 
offer and attended a timber valu-
ation workshop that she had read 
about. There, she was introduced 
to a consulting forester who later 
appraised her timber was val-
ued at nearly $500,000. She was 

shocked.
The audience was amazed to 

learn that some timber can be just 
that valuable. 

Attendee Gregory Crenshaw, 
who is interested in starting a 
cattle business, said the farm 
seminar was very helpful in pro-
viding information about farming, 
tree logging and ways to acquire 
cattle, and how to start your own 
vegetable gardens and fish ponds. 
“I really enjoyed the workshop,” 
he expressed.

HLGP also recognized its out-
standing youth in agriculture with 
gifts. Each of whom had recently 
represented the county well in 
state 4-H competitions. 

President Anderson thanked 
the speakers, presenters, audience 
and everyone who helped with the 
event. He left everyone with this 
food for thought: “Land was only 
made once;  value it.”

For more information about 
HLG P and its membership , call 
Anderson at 6 6 2  8 3 4 -4 8 9 3  or 
K imberly Clayton at 6 6 2  6 3 9 -
1 0 1 0 . 

For more information about 
U SDA NRCS and FSA, contact 
your county service center. For 
Holmes County, call 6 6 2  8 3 4 -
4 6 8 8 .

By Gail H.M. Brown, Ph.D. 
Contributing  W riter 

Biologist Ale  arvey 
O O  B  GAI   B O

HLGP President Henry 
Anderson r.

olmes Co nty tension 
Director Betsy Padgett

HLGP Secretary/orga-
nizer Kimberly Clayton

resenters enry Anderson r.  im erly Clayton  Ale  arvey  
ernando Va e  arry ate and ames im  Corley
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Callaway High School JPS Cadet – Jasmine Taylor

Murrah High School – Cadet Elizabeth Hawkins

Germantown High School – Cadet Kaddie Clark

Terry High School – Cadet Jeremy Williams

Jim Hill High School – Cadet Cydnee Burgess

ingfield ig  c ool  Cadet C risto er Brown

Raymond High School – Cadet Reuben Bowman adison Central - Cadet Irene Bis o

Pearl High School – Cadet Aasia 
om son

Lanier High School – Cadet Tre’Diamond Taylor

Velma ac son ig  c ool  Cadet ose  ar

Forest Hill High School – Cadet E’Jacia Adams

Jackson Tri-County H.S. JROTC Top Cadets 
received awards throughout May

Awards presented by Sam Clay, Post Commander; Aaron Honeysucker, Sr. Vice Commander; Jeffory McKenzie 
Jr., Vice Commander; Ira Turner, Quartermaster; Marshand Crisler, Trustee; Comarde George Williams; 

Comarde James Bennett; Gladys McKenzie, Auxiliary President; and Debra Turner, Auxiliary Jr. Vice President
Members from Brooks W. Stewart, Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 9832

 
Jackson, MS

NAMES OF TOP CADETS LISTED WITH PICTURES BELOW.  PHOTOS BY JEFFORY MCKENZIE




