
After 92 years of providing 
excellent air service in Jack-
son, MS, Hawkins Field Air-
port (HKS), formerly known 
as D avis Field, has been added 
to the National Register of 
Historic Places by the U.S. D e-
partment of the Interior

On Thursday, June 17 , 2021, 
the Jackson Municipal Airport 
Authority (JMAA) celebrated 
the auspicious occasion with 
an offi cial un eiling ceremony 
at the Hawkins Field Old Ter-
minal Building. The ceremony 
was well-attended by the City 
of Jackson, JMAA and HKS 

business and civic leaders, 
Federal, State and local gov-
ernmental dignitaries, as well 
as members of the media.

 “This occasion recognizes 
history,” said Mayor Chokwe 
A. Lumumba. “This is our 
opportunity to showcase this 
building in its true glory. This 
is economic development for 
adding another terminal for 
people who want to see this 
history, and the fl ight lessons 
that will be taking place here 
– it’s not only an opportunity 
to grow, but it also gives them 

Louise Marshall, 96 , is one 
of six individuals featured in 
a mural painted on the side 
of Jackson State University’s 
Council of Federated Organi-
zations (COFO) Civil Rights 
E ducation Center located at 
1017  John R. Lynch Street. 
The center, opened by Jackson 
State University in 2011, hon-
ors the past, deals with issues 
of the present and offers hope 
for the future. The artist of the 
mural is Mississippi atist Sa-
brina Howard.

Marshall, who is the first 
African-American bookstore 
owner in the Jackson commu-
nity was recognized Sunday at 
College Hill Baptist Church 
by Rev. Andrew Lewis, di-

rector of music. Her book-
store was located on N. Farish 
Street in Jackson.

Marshall appreciated the 
acknowledgement from her 
church family and thanked 
them for loving her and taking 
care of her, especially during a 
recent illness.

Her son Herbert Marshall 
said, “I am so proud of my 
mother and all she has done 
in the community. She is truly 
a role model and at the age of 
96 , she still loves dressing up 
and going to church.”

The late Rose E lizabeth 
Howard Robinson was also 
featured in the mural. She 
taught at Lanier High School. 
Her grandson Jason Robin-
son received information that 
COFO was looking for indi-

viduals that had made a great 
impact in the community and 
he nominated his grandmoth-
er. He loved being around 
her and visiting her. He said, 
“My grandmother was a pil-
lar in the community, staying 
grounded in education and the 
church. She would tuck you 
in at night, cook breakfast for 
you in the morning, teach you 
about history, take you out to 
feed the birds, teach you about 
plants and so much more.” He 
said when he was growing up, 
she talked to you as though 
you were a human being and 
not just a kid.

Others featured in the mural 
include Representative Alyce 
G. Clarke, first African-Amer-
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First Lady Jill Biden visited the site where 
patients were receiving vaccines at Jackson 
State University E ngineering Building prior 
to speaking to an intimate group on campus. 

Mayor Choke Lumumba gave opening 
remarks stating, “We are truly happy to 
have the attention of the White House and 
to have  federal partners as we try every en-
deavor to increase our vaccination numbers 
in the state of Mississippi and the city of 
Jackson.” 

The mayor stated that Mississippi is be-
low the national average of states having re-
ceived the vaccination with a rate of 35%  in 
Mississippi and a marginal 39%  in Jackson.

He said, “We have been tasked in learning 
our way through this pandemic and to know 

we have support from Washington is truly 
reassuring.”

U. S. Congressman Bennie Thompson 
thanked the First Lady for coming to the 
capital city. He said it is important that she 
is here, given the demographics of the pop-
ulation that is most vulnerable. He thanked 
Thomas Hudson, president of Jackson State 
University for opening up Jackson State 
for a vaccination site and D r. Jasmin Chap-
man, CE O, Jackson Hinds Comprehensive 
Health Center, for assisting with vaccina-
tions at the JSU site. 

Thompson said one challenge Missis-
sippi has is that even though FE MA, which 
is under his jurisdiction, with the help of 
President Biden, has made available 100%  
money to states to  help with vaccinations,   
“We have to ask our governor to accept this 

money and to work with all our partners to 
help everyone all over the state to get Mis-
sissippi off the bottom. We have to encour-
age the governor to do that,” he said.

Thompson said Biden’s presence speaks 
volumes to making sure how important it is 
to get all the people vaccinated and elimi-
nate all the rumors of why people can’t ac-
cept the shot. Thompson said it can be ei-
ther the shot, or perhaps unfortunately, an 
untimely death.

First Lady Biden said to the intimate 
group of legislatures, media and a few oth-
ers that the 35 percent of eligible people that 
have been vaccinated is just not enough. 
She said, “And that’s why I wanted to come 
here today. That’s why the White House 

First Lady Jill Biden visits 
vaccination site at JSU 

and speaks of the importance
of being vaccinated

Biden
Continued on page 3

Louise Marshall and other notable leaders 
featured in mural on COFO Building
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Jackson Municipal 
Airport Authority 

celebrates Hawkins 
Field Airport’s National 

Historic Landmark 
designation with offi cial 

unveiling ceremony 

By Jackie Hampton
P u b l ish er

Appearing on the mural from (l-r) Alyce Clark, Fannie Lou Hammer, Bob Moses, Rose Robinson, Louise 
Marshall and Albert Powell



The National Park Service on 
Friday accepted a Mississippi 
city’s donation of land at a site 
that was once one of the larg-
est slave markets in the United 
States.

The federal agency eventually 
will develop exhibits that tell 
the history of Forks of the Road, 
where black people were sold 
to work in slavery in Southern 
plantations from 1833 to 186 3.

The site in Natchez has had 
a sign and a small monument 
made of concrete and shackles. 

ffi cials ha e been working 
since 2005 on proposals to cre-
ate a detailed memorial.

More than 100 people watched 
Friday as the city donated near-
ly 3 acres (1.2 hectares) to the 
park service – a ceremony that 
took place a day after President 
Joe Biden signed legislation to 
create a federal holiday for Ju-
neteenth, which commemorates 
the end of slavery in the U.S.

“As we commemorate the cel-
ebration of liberty, Juneteenth, 
and we gather to remember the 
system of enslavement and the 
oppression that proceeded this 
freedom, we acknowledge the 
tragic story of what happened 
here at Forks of the Road and 
within the city of Natchez,’’ said 
Lance Hatten, deputy regional 
director for the National Park 
Service.

“We look forward to the day 
when people from all over the 
world will come to learn about 
the hard truths of Forks of the 
Road,’’ Hatten said. “When 
that truth is told and heard, the 

journey to healing and unity be-
gins.’’

A 2017  federal law authorized 
the Natchez National Historical 
Park to preserve, commemo-
rate and interpret the 18.5-acre 
(7 .5-hectare) Forks of the Road 
site, the National Park Service 
said in a news release. The agen-
cy acknowledged work by local 
residents who pushed for the 
project, including Ser Seshsh Ab 
Heter-CM Boxley and the mem-
bers of Friends of the Forks of 
the Road Society, Inc.

Republican U.S. Sen. Roger 
Wicker of Mississippi said he 
received the invitation months 
ago for Friday’s ceremony. He 
praised the new Juneteenth holi-
day, which was created with bi-
partisan support, including all 
members of Mississippi’s con-
gressional delegation.

“I stand here today a proud 
American,’’ Wicker said. “In 
spite of it all, I stand here today 
and emphatically and enthusias-
tically say that the United States 

of America is, and has been for 
centuries, the greatest experi-
ment in democracy and freedom 
that’s ever been known around 
the globe. But it’s also been a 
work in progress.’’

Wicker said Juneteenth cel-
ebrations “will serve as a history 
lesson that we’ve always been 
that work in progress, that the 
founding principles of the rule 
of law and all persons being cre-
ated equal came hard and came 
slow and had to be fought for.’’

D emocratic State Rep. Rob-
ert  Johnson said people have 
worked across political and ra-
cial lines to secure recognition 
and funding for the Forks of the 
Road historical site.

“This is a milestone today of 
where we’re headed, how we 
grow as a community,’’ Johnson 
said. “By understanding each 
other and knowing each other’s 
history and respecting each oth-
er’s history and telling two sides 
of a story. It’s important for us to 
understand each other.’’

Mary Martin McGinnis 
will be honored with a 106 th 
birthday celebration Saturday, 
June 26 , 2021 at 1 p.m. It will 
be a drive-thru event held at 
the family home located at 
26 2 Highway 16  West in the 
Yazoo City area (known as 
Louise.)

McGinnis was born June 
26 , 1915 in Humphrey Coun-
ty, Mississippi. Her parents 
were Nathanial and Blanche 
Martin. She was raised on the 
farm and received her for-
mal education in a one-room 
schoolhouse. She was schol-
arly and earned an eighth-
grade diploma. D uring that 
era, Mississippi did not fund 
rural high schools for African 
Americans.

Mary took her exemplary 
education to heart, further de-
veloped self-learning traits, 
focused on vocational and in-
dustrial skills, and exhibited a 
desire to be of service – civi-
cally and spiritually.

In 1932, at the age of 17 , 
she married the love of her 
life, Kenzie McGinnis. They 
exhibited a bond of love and 
goodwill. The couple pur-
chased 4 0 (forty) acres of 
farmland. From this union, 
eleven children were born. 
McGinnis is deceased as well 
as two of the children.

The bond of this family in-
cludes twenty-six grandchil-
dren, twenty-seven great 
grandchildren, six great-great 
grandchildren and one great-

great-great grandchild. She is 
a ery ins irational fi gure in 
their lives and she continues 
to provide guidance and mo-
tivation.

Mary and Kenzie supported 
and encouraged their children 
to pursue academic and pro-
fessional excellence. She has 
been a profound believer in 
education. One example is her 
having served as a bus driver 
for the Head Start Program. 
She loved the children, and 
strongly felt that everyone 
needs a “head start” in order 
to succeed.

Mary is a pillar at New 
Foundation Baptist Church 
where she has served as choir 
president, Sunday School 
teacher and mother of the 
church. Her favorite book is 
the Bible. She reads scripture 
three hours each day, and has 
many favorite Biblical quotes. 

Mary has a great sense of 
humor, takes prides in garden-
ing and enjoys bingo, arts and 
crafts.

The COVID -19 era has 
limited her involvement with 
the Clara Reed Adult D aycare 
Center. She is still engaged 
in planting collards, turnip 
greens and her array of pe-
can trees. She watches NBA 
games and previously attend-
ed many NBA All-Star tour-
naments with her son-in-law, 
E rnie Jones, who is a former 
Harlem Globetrotter.

Mary Martin McGinnis 
has great memories of life 
before the depression, dur-
ing the various wars, and the 
previous and current state of 
race relations. She has many 
comparable stories to tell and 
insight on many issues. She 
attributes her longevity to eat-
ing greens, regularly drinking 
a bit of garlic water with apple 
cider vinegar and maintaining 
her strong faith in God. 

Mary McGinnis received 
a “Trailblazer Award” from 
the American Association of 
Retired Persons (AARP) in 
2020.

The Martin and McGin-
nis families are very proud 
of its matriarch. She is held 
in the highest esteem. Family 
and friends will observe this 
106 th birthday celebration by 
wearing red and black. Masks 
are to be worn and there will 
be a level of social distancing.

For more information 
contact her daughter Irma 
Jean Jones at 773 307-4945,  
jeanj719@gmail.com or her 
cousin Mark Rigsby at 865 
291-7065, rigsbym@atlan-
ticbb.net
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Land from former slave market 
donated to U.S. Park Service

Mary Martin McGinnis 
celebrates 106th birthday

Natchez Mayor Dan Gibson, third from right, and elected offi cials join the Na-
tional Parks Service representatives in showing off the new signage that will 
adorn the entrance to the Forks of the Road slave market site, following the 
donation of 2.86 acres of city-owned land where the slave market existed, 
to the Natchez National Historical Park, a unit of the National Park Service 
(NPS), Friday, June 18, 2021, in Natchez, Miss. AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS

Mary Martin McGinnis

By Emily Wagster Pettus and 
Rogelio V. Solis
A sso c ia t ed  P ress



said ‘please, go to Mississippi, because 
the President and I, the White House, 
our administration care about you. We 
care about the people of Mississippi. We 
want them to be safe. We want them to be 
healthy. That’s why I’m here today, to ask 

all the people who can hear my voice and 
see my face to get your shots.”

Biden said she wanted those in atten-
dance to remember three things:  the vac-
cines are safe, the vaccines are effective 
and the vaccines are free.

a vision of opportunity that we have to restore in 
every community and every household 

“We want the world to know that what we are 
doing here is signifi cant,  said obert . artin, 
JMAA board chairman. “We have so many things 
planned for this hallowed ground. And this is the 
right time to be in Jackson, as at our airports, we’ve 
ended up better coming out of the pandemic than 
going into it.”

“This is a very important occasion, a memorable 
occasion,  stated aul . rown, J  .  
building that has served this nation proudly for 
many years now rises to take its place in the panthe-
on of historic places in our valued country. This was 
the start of Jackson being connected to the world 
and, by association, the world being connected to 
Jackson.” 

The Mississippi D epartment of Transportation, 
Central D istrict Commissioner Willie Simmons was 
the guest speaker, sharing the importance of this 
monumental occasion. “The D epartment of Trans-
portation is always very excited when we can be in-
volved in these kinds of activities,” said Simmons. 
“The future is bright. It’s even brighter because not 
only can we fl y cor orate merica through this air-
port, but we are also training for the future.” 

Corporate visitors utilize HKS for its quick ac-
cess to the city’s business and government centers, 
universities and medical facilities. HKS is also the 
home of the Mississippi National Guard’s 185th 
Aviation Brigade, as well as two premium emer-
gency medical air providers. 

he un eiling of the offi cial ational Historic 
Marker was led by Mayor Chokwe A. Lumumba 
and federal, state and Jackson area offi cials, fol-

lowed by the un eiling of the ational egister of 
Historic Places solid brass plaque, led by JMAA 

 aul . rown. 
he la ue will be affi ed to the ld erminal 

uilding. J  oard ommissioner   
ucius right, d. . shared the crown jewel s  

H  humble beginnings o er ninety  years 
ago.

H s legacy and historic signifi cance is a gem 
worth reser ing for the history of a iation. n , 
HKS hosted D elta Air Lines’ inaugural passenger 
fl ight from allas, . n , H  was desig-
nated as a U.S. Army Air Base, and the facility was 
used as a pilot training center. D uring some of that 
time, the oyal etherlands ir orce utili ed the 
base after a i occu ation in uro e.

n , it re erted back to ci il a iation status. 
JMAA Board Vice-Chairwoman LaWanda D . Har-
ris, , , H , noted that in , ,  
was earmarked by Congress (proposed by Senator 

oger icker  for the initial re airs on the facility 
as part of a “Save America’s Treasures” grant pro-
gram via the President’s Committee on the Arts and 
Humanities. oday, the legendary Hawkins ield 
Airport continues to serve as the capital city’s pre-
mier General Aviation Airport.

JMAA, The Jackson Municipal Airport Author-
ity, operates two airports:  Jackson-Medgar Wiley 

ers nternational ir ort J  and Hawkins 
ield ir ort H . J  is the busiest air ort in 

Mississippi, situated in the Central part of the state 
and serving the Capital region of Jackson.

For more information contact L S herie D ean, D i-
rector of C ommunications.

S ee p hotos p age 15.

Bid e n
Continued from page 1

JMAA
Continued from page 1

ican female legislator in Mississippi; 
annie ou Hamer, i il ights leader 

and organi er of ississi i reedom 
Summer and the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee; Bob Moses, 

i il ights leader and field secretary 
for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee; and Albert Powell, the first 
African-American florist in the Jackson 
community.

COFO
Continued from page 1
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Mayor Lumumba speaking 

JSU President Thomas Hudson with his wife and daughter standing with Dr. Jasmin Chapman, 
CEO, Jackson Hinds Comprehensive Health Center (L).     PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Mayor hokwe m mba, oliticians, M  staff, federal, state and ackson area offi cials  
PHOTO BY KEVIN BRADLEY
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Getting a COVID-19 vaccine adds 
one more layer of protection.

This ad is a public service 
of The Mississippi Link in 
partnership with the Metro 
Jackson Section of NCNW. 

I GOT MY 
COVID-19 
VACCINE

Colonel (COL) G. Torrie Jack-
son Jr. of Terry, Mississippi  has 
been selected for Brigade Com-
mand in the United States Army 
Reserve. COL Jackson will com-
mand the 3rd Brigade of the 94 th 
Training D ivision, located in In-
dianapolis, IN.

Jackson said, “It is always an 
honor to be selected for leader-
ship. I thank God because very 
few offi cers are afforded the o -
portunity to lead at the brigade 
level. Leadership can be chal-
lenging at times, yet enjoyable 
when you love what you do. I 
enjoy helping others achieve 
success. There is no better posi-
tion to be in than leading an ef-
fort that creates success for oth-
ers, and at the same time success 
for myself.” 

Jackson, a recent graduate of 
the United States Army War Col-
lege – Resident Course, Carlisle, 
PA, understands the importance 
of leadership. He said, “I under-
stand that with leadership comes 
responsibility and accountabil-
ity. There is no way one person 
can do everything in an organi-
zation. This is why, as a leader, I 
share the responsibility, but own 
the accountability. When lead-
ing a group effort, empowering 
others by delegating responsi-

bility creates ‘Buy-In,’ which 
in turn lightens the load of the 
group task. As for leader ac-
countability, I believe if all goes 
well the success spotlight should 
be shared. If things do not go so 
well, I hold myself accountable 
then work to correct the issue.”

The 3rd Brigade of the 94 th 
Training D ivision provides com-
mand and control functions for 
5 of The Army School System’s 
(TASS) Ordnance Battalions, 
ensuring that the battalions 
maintain accreditation and pro-
ide trained, certifi ed instructors 

for the United States Army. 
D uring peacetime, the unit 

provides a full range of com-
mand, support and management 
functions for assigned battal-

ions and other assigned units, 
including but not limited to 
Military Occupation Specialty 
Training in Career Management 
Field (CMF) 6 3 and 89, and the 
Technical Phases of Ordnance 

on- ommissioned ffi cer 
E ducation School (NCOE S) in 
accordance with Training and 
D octrine Command (TRAD OC) 
Programs of instructions (POI’s) 
to all branches of the Service and 
D epartment of D efense (D oD ) 
Civilians.

E ach year, hundreds of Army 
colonels are considered by a 
board for brigade command. The 
Army Reserve selects less than 
100 of those colonels for bri-
gade command. The tenure nor-
mally lasts twenty-four months. 
“Leading Soldiers is one of the 
highest honors an rmy ffi cer 
can achieve. I pray that I am 
able to lead my unit to greater 
heights. I know that with God’s 
help and my adherence to the 
Army values of Loyalty, D uty, 

es ect, elfl ess er ice, Hon-
or, Integrity, Personal Courage 
(LD RSHIP), we will be suc-
cessful in our endeavors,” says 
Jackson. 

Jackson, his wife D r. D ebra 
Mays-Jackson, and their sons 
Cameron and Kendall live in 
Terry, MS.

Since last fall, D ole Foods 
has partnered with the Boys 
&  Girls Clubs of Central Mis-
sissippi (BGCCM), providing 
hot meals during their Service 
Saturday events and from that, 
a Culinary Arts program was 
born.

This signature program 
gives our young club mem-
bers an opportunity to get 
experience in the kitchen, un-
derstand the value of shopping 
and eating healthy.

This summer, D ole Foods is 
working to expand its partner-
ship with the BGCCM and en-
hance their culinary horizons.

D ole is interested in pro-
viding youth in Jackson with 
more healthy food options and 
wants to train young people 
how to prepare it and give 
them the blueprint to follow 
the process from, “farm to 
fork.”

Juan Carlos D alto, presi-
dent of D ole Foods for North 
and South America visited 

ississi i for the fi rst-time 
last week and interacted with 
members of the BGCCM. 
“We think that good nutrition 
should be a human right,” 
D alto said. We believe there 
are a number of opportunities 
in America to help and teach 
people about what a good bal-
anced diet is and what nutri-
tion is.”

For club members, this 
is exposing them to foods 
they’ve never had before. Lo-
cal chefs like Nick Wallace 
have joined the program with 
D ole, training the members on 
culinary techniques.

Penney Ainsworth, presi-
dent and CE O of the BGC-
CM, beamed with joy as she 
announced the potential ex-
pansion. “D ole has made a 

ery signifi cant in estment in 
Jackson because they see the 

need,” Ainsworth said. “But it 
doesn’t end there, this partner-
ship seeks to grow.”

D uring D alto’s visit, he met 
with local stakeholders hop-
ing to expand its program to 
include a youth workforce 
development program. One 
site that he toured was the old 
farmers market on Woodrow 
Wilson Blvd. 

“We had no idea how this 
program nor partnership was 
going to go or grow, but here 
we are a year later, and growth 
is on the horizon,” Ainsworth 
said. “From Jackson to Balti-
more.”

The City of Jackson is the 
fi rst city to team u  with ole 
for a youth program of this 
magnitude and it has been so 
successful they’re expanding 
it to the Baltimore Boys and 
Girls Clubs.

O thor C ain is director of 
S trategic P rograms/ Media 
O p erations, B G C C M

Col. G. Torrie 
Jackson selected

for Brigade Command 

Dole Foods 
seeks to expand 

its offering
in Mississippi

Col. Jackson

n ormation as D  D  for the fi rst time
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A prominent Mississippi business 
leader said Wednesday the decision 
to change the state s fl ag has re-
mo ed a signifi cant im ediment  
to economic de elo ment in is-
sissippi.

Mississippi lawmakers voted last 
year to retire a onfederate-themed 
fl ag state as art of the national 
reckoning over racial injustice.

his,  think, remo es a signifi -
cant impediment, and will change 
perceptions of Mississippi across 
this country and across the world,” 
said nthony ilson, -  
Mississippi E conomic Council 
chair, at the council s annual meet-
ing in Jackson.

he ississi i conomic oun-
cil was a staunch supporter of the 
legislature’s decision to surrender 
the last state banner in the U.S. that 
included the onfederate battle em-
blem  a red fi eld to ed by a blue 

 with  white stars. he rebel 
fl ag has been used by u lu  lan 
groups and is widely condemned as 
racist.

uring the o ember  lec-
tion, Mississippi voters approved 
the new state fl ag with a magnolia 
and the phrase “In God We Trust.” 

hat fl ag was offi cially ado ted by 
the state Legislature this year.

he fl ag was dis layed romi-
nently at the in- erson e ent at 
the Jackson on ention om le , 
which drew hundreds of business 
leaders from across the state. o -

ens of small state fl ags lined a red 
car et in front of a stage and o-
dium, behind which was displayed 
another massi e state fl ag.

Wilson, who is president and 
 of ississi i ower, a sub-

sidiary of Southern Company, said 
he is fi lled with ride when he sees 

eo le all o er ississi i choos-
ing to fl y the new fl ag.

 see more state fl ags today than 
I ever have in my life,” he said. 
“Without question, taking down the 
contro ersial state fl ag was a defi n-
ing moment for our state.’’

Also present at the event was 
Tribal Chief of the Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw Indians Cyrus Ben, 
who was one of the nine members 
selected by Republican Gov. Tate 
Reeves to serve on the Mississippi 
State Flag Commission.

Commission members parsed 
through thousands of designs sub-
mitted by the ublic to chose a fi nal 
design to ut on the o ember bal-
lot.

en said ser ing on the commis-
sion was an honor that gave him a 
chance to educate eo le in issis-
sippi about the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians, the state’s only 
federally recogni ed ati e meri-
can tribe.

t s a ers ecti e that has histori-
cally been forgotten or overlooked, 
he said.

“Many are not aware of who we 
are, that we are still ali e and thri -
ing here in central Mississippi,’’ he 
said. he new fl ag design features a 

gold star made of diamond shapes 
that are signifi cant to the hoctaw 
culture.

ecuti e irector of the issis-
sippi D evelopment Authority John 
Rounsaville was a panelist at the 
event. He said the importance of the 
fl ag change to a business looking to 
come to Mississippi depends on the 
industry.

n your consumer-facing manu-
facturers or consumer-facing busi-
nesses, it can be important – it’s not 
a major to ic of discussion,  o-
unsaville said. “But when we talk 
to site consultants, and even some 
companies, there have been times 
when it comes up.’’

 think, o erall, it s ery fa or-
able to the state of Mississippi to 
ha e the fl ag change,  he added.

he go ernor did not s ecifi cally 
mention the fl ag in his address at 
the meeting, instead focusing on 
the economic growth in the state 
during the last year. Reeves said the 
average capital investment in the 
state of Mississippi during the last 

 years was  million er year. 
n , it was .  billion, he said.

After his speech, when asked 
about the fl ag and other major fac-
tors that contributed to that eco-
nomic growth, Reeves said:  “This 
business community that is re re-
sented here today has worked very 
closely with our administration to 
remo e hurdles, and to make is-
sissi i an e en better lace to in-
vest capital and create jobs.’’

ase fi les, hotogra hs, and other re-
cords documenting the  murders of 
ci il rights acti ists James haney, n-
drew Goodman and Michael Schwerner 
are now available to researchers at the 
Mississippi D epartment of Archives and 
History (MD AH). The materials were 
gathered and com iled by the ississi -
i ttorney eneral s offi ce in its  

reopening of the Mississippi Burning 
code name i urn  case and in estiga-

tion, which culminated in the June 2005 
trial and con iction of dgar ay il-
len.

Mississippi Attorney General Jim 
Hood offi cially closed the in estigation 
in , and the fi les were transferred to 

H in s ring .
he materials, dating from  to 
, include case fi les, ederal ureau 

of n estigation  memoranda, re-
search notes, hotogra hs of the e hu-
mation of the ictims  bodies and sub-
sequent autopsies, aerial photographs 
of the burial site, federal informant re-
ports, and witness testimonies.

Goodman and Schwerner were two of 
the hundreds of volunteers who joined 

ississi i reedom ummer in . 
The primary goals of the project were 
to register voters, conduct Freedom 
Schools, and promote civil rights.

Schwerner and his wife, Rita, joined 
reedom ummer in January  and 

worked with Meridian native James 
haney, an e erienced ongress of 

Racial E quality organizer. Chaney and 
chwerner worked with the congrega-

tion at Mount Z ion Methodist Church 
in rural Neshoba County to organize a 
Freedom School.

n June , , a delegation of the 
hite nights of the u lu  lan at-

tacked parishioners attending a meeting 
at Mt. Z ion Church. Later that night, 
the lansmen burned the church to the 
ground. haney, oodman and chwer-
ner drove to investigate the burning. The 
three men were abducted and killed on 
June  and buried in an earthen dam.

The bodies of the civil rights workers 
were found ugust , . n ctober 

, the federal go ernment charged 
eighteen men with cons iracy, includ-
ing dgar ay illen. eshoba ounty 
Sheriff D eputy Cecil Price, Sam Bowers 
and fi e others were con icted. he jury 
failed to con ict illen. n , il-
len, a former a tist minister and u 

lu  lansman, was con icted of man-
slaughter in the  slayings.

There are three catalog records for 
the collection:  the Attorney General’s 
research fi les are eries , the  

emos are eries , and the ho-
togra hs are eries . ach catalog 
record includes a bo -le el descri tion.

H collects and reser es the ar-
chival resources of the state, including 
offi cial go ernment records, books and 
manuscri ts related to ississi i histo-
ry, ersonal a ers, news a ers, news-
fi lm, audio recordings, hotogra hs and 
more. These materials are available to 
the public free of charge at the William 
. inter rchi es and History uild-

ing, 200 North St., Jackson. Contact our 
reference department at refdesk@mdah.
ms.gov  to learn more about gaining ac-
cess to the collections.

For more information email info@
mdah.ms.gov  or v isit the dep artment’ s 
w ebsite, w w w .mdah.ms.gov .
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Terry Cosby, an Alcorn alum-
nus and longtime employee of 
the United States D epartment of 
Agriculture (USD A), has been 
selected as the next chief of the 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS). 

Most recently, Cosby was the 
state conservationist for Ohio 
and has been serving as acting 
chief of . He offi cially as-
sumed the role Monday, May 
24 . 

Cosby’s career at USD A be-
gan over 4 2 years ago as a stu-
dent trainee. Throughout his 
profession, he has held several 
leadership positions throughout 
Iowa, Missouri and Idaho. His 
prior roles include area resource 
conservationist, assistant state 
conser ationist for fi eld o era-
tions and deputy state conserva-
tionist.

One of his proudest achieve-
ments is the instrumental role 
he played in establishing the 
Ohio Interagency Forestry 

Team and the development of 
its governance model and busi-
ness plan. Under his leadership, 

hio was the fi rst state to use 
E nvironmental Q uality Incen-
tive Program funds for forestry 
practices.

National Association of Con-
servation D istricts President 
Michael Crowder said he is 
confi dent that osby will lead 
NRCS in the right direction.

“His extensive experience 
in conservation as a farmer, a 
sportsman and state conserva-
tionist will further strengthen 
NRCS’ impact on the nation’s 
land as we work with our nation-
al partners to support America’s 
farmers, ranchers and forest 
landowners,” he stated.

Cosby holds a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in agriculture edu-
cation from Alcorn. He current-
ly resides in Ohio with his wife 
Brenda and their four children. 
He enjoys hunting and fi shing as 
much as possible, while spend-
ing quality time with his seven 
grandchildren.

JPS Campus E nforcement of-
fi cer gt. ussell llis was rec-
ognized by Metro Crime Stop-
pers and the Mississippi Police 
and Sheriff’s Association as a 
2021 Metro Top Cop. E llis, a 21-
year law enforcement veteran, 
was recognized for his dedica-
tion to the well-being and safety 
of his fellow offi cers and law 
enforcement as a whole.

Members of the Crime Stop-
pers Board made the presenta-
tion in erson at the J  ffi ce 
of Campus E nforcement May 
28. The Metro Top Cop award 
is given annually during Police 
Memorial Week. The awards 
banquet, usually held annually 
to honor all law enforcement 
personnel in the Metro area, 

was canceled in 2021 due to 
pandemic precautions.

In the true spirit of “spring 
cleaning,” members of the Al-
corn State University E xten-
sion Program (ASUE P) have 
joined forces with Walmart in 
Cleveland, Mississippi to help 
adorn local communities.

John Coleman, farm man-
ager at the E xtension/ Research 
D emonstration Farm in Mound 
Bayou, Mississippi, was in-

fl uential in s earheading this 
initiative. After visiting his 
local Walmart and seeing that 
they would often dispose of 
their lifeless plants, he took it 
upon himself to get permission 
to take them home and restore 
them. After placing them in his 
greenhouse and giving them 
proper water, sunlight and up-
keep, the plants were rejuve-
nated and successfully brought 
back to life.

“Agriculture is all about 
making the world more beauti-
ful, and one of my passions is 
to see plants looking nice and 
healthy,” said Coleman, who 
hopes that this initiative will 
serve as inspiration for stu-
dents, faculty and staff to be-
come more involved with cam-
us beautifi cation efforts.
Since teaming up with 

Walmart, the ASUE P has do-
nated se eral fl owers and lants 

to local garden clubs, nursing 
homes, funeral homes, hospi-
tals, schools and communities.

For more information or to 
fi nd out how you can get in-
volved, contact Coleman at 
662 741-3376 or jwcoleman1@
alcorn.edu.

To learn more about the Al-
corn State University Exten-
sion Program, its entities, or its 
personnel, visit www.alcorn.
edu/extension.

Alcorn alumnus 
named USDA 

Natural Resources 
Conservation 
Service Chief

PS Campus 
Enforcement 

fi cer ussell 
Ellis named 2021 

Metro Top Cop

Members of the Alcorn State 
University Extension Program 

partner with local Walmart
to help beautify and revamp

local communities

Cosby

Sgt. Russell Ellis displays his Metro 
o  o  certifi cate and award.

In her time as a teacher advo-
cate, Latasha Thurman worked 
with teachers across the state 
and at Lanier High School 
to increase access to fund-
ing and support. As a mem-
ber of the Teacher Advocate 
Team with D onorsChoose, she 
helped to unlock an addition-
al $4 4 ,816 ,000 in classroom 
funding for K-12 public school 
classrooms across the country, 
equipping thousands of stu-
dents and teachers with the re-
sources and materials they need 
for a great education. 

As a teacher leader, Thurman 
represented Lanier High School 
with professionalism, excel-
lence and determination. Thur-
man took on the role of teacher 
advocate during an especially 
challenging school year, work-
ing tirelessly to support her fel-
low teachers in obtaining fund-
ing, grants and opportunities.

The work that teacher advo-
cates do is above and beyond 
their classroom duties and 
shows their commitment to 
public education, their school 
pride and their unwavering be-
lief in the potential of all stu-
dents.

The teacher advocate role is 
a leadership opportunity in a 

highly selective program, and it 
is a testament to how effective 

hurman is at fi nding and se-
curing additional resources for 
her students. 

“D onorsChoose has provided 
our teachers and students with 
many valuable resources,” said 

Valerie Bradley, principal of 
Lanier High School. “We are 
thankful to have teachers on 
our team like Latasha Thur-
man. She is a true advocate 
and champion for children. 
D onorsChoose makes it easy 
for anyone to help a teacher 

in need. Their mission is to 
move closer to a nation where 
students in every community 
have the tools and experiences 
they need for a great education. 
As principal of Lanier High 
School, I can attest to them 
doing just that. We are forever 
grateful to D onorsChoose and 
Latasha Thurman. This part-
nership is the epitome of ‘it 
takes a village.’ Both Latasha 
Thurman and D onors Choose 
are a part of our village.”

“Please join us in congratu-
lating Latasha Thurman on this 
accomplishment,” said Alex Fa-
gundez of D onorsChoose. “We 
feel fortunate to have such an 
amazing educator representing 
our organization and helping 
to bring additional resources 
to schools throughout Missis-
sippi.”

onors hoose is a non rofi t 
website that engages the public 
in supporting public schools. 
Teachers from every corner of 
America create classroom proj-
ect re uests that are fulfi lled by 
generous citizen donors as well 
as corporations and founda-
tions that want to support our 
nation’s students.

In total, 4 ,307  schools across 
the country participated in the 
Teacher Advocate Program.

Lanier Teacher Latasha Thurman 
helps ‘DonorsChoose’ raise $44M 
for K-12 classrooms nationwide

h rman

T h e Mississippi Link Newswire

y enita acy
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S t a f f  W rit er

T h e Mississippi Link Newswire
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Throughout the month of 
May, which is Military Appre-
ciation month, members from 
Brooks W. Stewart, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 9832 
in Jackson, presented a Citation 
and Medal Award along with an 
honorarium gift to JROTC Top 
Cadets from the surrounding tri-
county area high schools.

Presenting the awards were 
Sam Clay, post commander; 
Aaron Honeysucker, Sr. vice-
commander; Jeffory McKenzie 
Jr., vice-commander; Ira Turner, 
quartermaster; Marshand Crisler, 
trustee; Comrade George Wil-
liams; and Comrade James Ben-
nett along with VFW Auxiliary 
members Gladys McKenzie, 
Auxiliary president; and D ebra 
Turner, Auxiliary Jr., vice presi-
dent. 

Not pictured is Provine High 
School Top Cadet Madison 
Green.

Jackson Tri-County High School 
JROTC top cadets receive awards

 By Jeffory McKenzie, Vice Com-
mander VFW Post 9832
S pec ia l  t o  T h e Mississippi Link



“Why is that 
old lady out 
here at this 
time of night? ” 
was my fi rst 
thought as I 
noticed the 
older African-

American woman sitting by 
herself on the bench near the 
train platform at nearly 11 
p.m.

I was waiting with a group 
of friends for one of the late-
night Trinity Railway E xpress 
trains to take us back to Fort 
Worth.  E ven though I was 
still very hyped about having 
just seen Michelle Obama at 
the American Airlines Center 
in D allas in D ecember 2018, 
I was intrigued by the older 
lady and watched her for a 
few minutes to see if maybe 
she was waiting on someone. 
But after a few minutes no 
one joined her. “Where are her 
people? ”

I immediately thought of 
my mother and how I would 

not want her traveling by her-
self at that time of night. So, I 
did what is a part of my nosy…
uhm… inquisitive nature. I 
walked over to her and started 
a conversation.

After sharing that she loved 
Michelle Obama and had just 
seen her, she added that she 
was hoping she could talk to 
Mrs. Obama about making 
Juneteenth a national holiday. 
It then clicked who she was. I 
asked her if she was Opal Lee 
by chance. She nodded her 
head yes and then pulled out a 
stack of papers from her purse 
explaining why Juneteenth be-
ing a national holiday was so 
important.

Moreover, she stated that 
she was a little disappointed 

that she didn’t have a chance 
to meet with Mrs. Obama per-
sonally but that she was going 
to keep trying. Her optimism 
was contagious as she added 
that she had faith and that she 
knew one day it would hap-
pen. 

When I asked Ms. Lee if she 
was traveling with anyone, 
with a determined twinkle in 
her eye, she declared that she 
was by herself. Before I could 
ask why, she stated that her 
people would not have want-
ed her to come and that they 
didn’t know she was there by 
herself.  

At that point, I looked at her 
and said that she was no lon-
ger traveling by herself and 
that me and my co-workers 
would travel with her until she 
made it to her destination. My 
co-workers and I marveled at 
how sharp her mind was as 
she passionately shared about 
Juneteenth as well as her fi rst 
of the year community dinner. 
Ms. Lee seemed like she was 
guided by an unyielding posi-
tivity and persistence.   

She embodies Hebrews 11: 1 
“Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.”

Her belief in making June-
teenth has also led her to walk 
to Washington D .C., hosting 
an ecumenical prayer break-
fast, community festival, play 
and movie screening.

 thought about this fi rst 
encounter with Ms. Lee as I 
watched the excitement on her 
face as she stood next to Presi-
dent Joe Biden when he signed 
the Juneteenth bill into a law.  
It was a breathtaking histori-
cal moment. E ven more im-
portantly, it showed the power 
of the faith of one person to 
make a difference in the lives 
of so many.

S hew anda Riley is a Fort 
W orth, T ex as based author 
of “ L ov e H angov er:  Mov ing 
from P ain to P urp ose A fter 
a Relationship  E nds”  and 
“ W riting to the B eat of G od’ s 
H eart:  A  B ook of P rayers for 
W riters.”  E mail p reserv edby-
p urp ose@gmail.com or follow  
her on T w itter @shew anda.

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org

1750 

Since Febru-
ary 2021, Baptist 
churches in the E ast 
Mississippi area 
have realized that 
much is possible 
with God’s direc-

tion. The Ministering to the Masses 
(M2M) ministry has become a 
global outreach ministry in Chris-
tian E ducation throughout E ast 
Mississippi and beyond.

In 2019, Martha A. Wheaton-
ist, certifi ed ean of hristian 

E ducation – Sunday School Pub-
lishing Board since 1991 and a 
member of Oak Grove Baptist 
Church in Louin, MS, envisioned 
a more successful way to equip the 
church with an accurate biblical re-
sponse for the Christian E ducation 
community.

Noted D ean Gist, “Our goal was 
to certify deans in their respective 
churches to be able to create a min-
istry within their church, as well as 
equip individuals at large to reach 
those who desired a personal rela-
tionship with Christ.”

D uring 2020, the world was con-
sumed frantically with living dur-
ing the COVID -19 pandemic. Most 
activities were put on hold, includ-
ing church public worship services 
and gatherings. After seeking ways 
to move forward productively, 
many sought the technology they 
had avoided for so long. 

Realizing that Christian teach-
ing/ training needed to go on in spite 
of the human disconnect, as well as 
other protocols of the Centers for 
D isease Control (CD C) and other 
agencies, the Christian E ducation 
leadership explored all possibilities 
for reaching the people and con-
tinuing their Christian training. The 
pandemic urged the move quickly 
towards that end via the Z oom plat-
form.

According to D ean Gist, “To of-
fer the certifi ed classes, od laced 
two mighty warriors together, with 
the support of D irector of Chris-
tian E ducation – E ast MS Baptist 
Convention, Rev. Cecil Ashford, 
and permission from Rev. E ric Wil-
liams, senior director of Christian 
E ducation of the Sunday School 
Publishing Board.” 

The idea of M2M stemmed from 
the collaborative work of D ean 
Martha A. Wheaton-Gist and D r. 
Mae Cathryne Jackson, who was 
dean in training and has since be-
come a certifi ed dean through the 
Sunday School Publishing Board. 
D r. Jackson, who is a member 
of Little Rock Baptist Church in 
Newton and a retired math/ science 
professor emeritus of Hinds Com-
munity College, was also equipped 
with knowledge and experience in 
computer technology.

D eans Gist and Jackson devel-
oped training courses for local 
leadership to learn to use the Z oom 
platform to provide training for the 
local leaders in churches.

Initially, four deans were certi-
fi ed, with ean artha ist as 
mentoring dean. The nurturing 
process began by providing online 
access to the ertifi cate of rogress 
Program (COPP), established by the 
Baptist Sunday School Publishing 
Board, NBC, USA, Inc. 

Several churches in the E ast 
Mississippi area participated:  Jeru-
salem MBC/ Lawrence, MS, Rev. 
Percy Pollard, pastor; Mt. Olive 
MBC/ Meridian MS, Rev. A. D . 
Lewis, pastor; Little Rock MBC/

Newton, MS, Rev. Carl Smith, pas-
tor; Providence MBC/ Laurel, MS, 
Rev. Cooley, pastor.

Groundwork for reaching the 
masses started in May 2020, and 
by November 2020, D eans Gist 
and Jackson had secured instruc-
tors from several states. All were 
excited about the possibility of this 
venture. D ean Jackson set up the 
website for registration and D ean 
Gist began promoting and reaching 
out far and near. Classes were free 
to all registrants. 

When the M2M ministry was 
launched in February 2021, approx-
imately 181 individuals registered 
for Phase l of the program. 

One participant, Sarah Foster 
(Chicago, IL), responds, “Classes 
were offered at a time when church-
es were not holding school because 
of the pandemic; classes were open 
to all; anointed instructors were 
carefully selected; and friendly/ ac-
commodating staff were available.”

Sharing a favorable response was 
Angela S. McD onald of Friendship 
Baptist Church, Collinsville, MS:  
“… We all have a common thread…
Jesus. What a pleasant hour and a 
half we have; it’s unlike any other 
Bible session I’ve ever attended.”

“Because of Ministering to the 
Masses Virtual Christian Leader-
ship School, I feel I am more com-
mitted to ‘Go and make disciples’ 
than ever before because I have 
been richly blessed by the deans, 
the instructors, and the other stu-
dents in these classes,” said D ebo-
rah Moore from D olton, Illinois.

Christian E ducation D irector 
Linda Robinson of New Bethel 
Missionary Baptist Church, Forest, 

, shared the benefi ts of artici-
pating:  “Ministering to the Masses 
(M2M) is a high quality Christian 
education program, developed dur-
ing a time of greatest need within 
the faith community. Creativity, 
birth out of crisis, presented the 
Christian community the opportu-
nity to gain instruction from top of 
the line teachers, whose hearts and 
passions are in serving God’s peo-
ple. When COVID -19 is contained, 
M2M will still be my choice for 
Christian education.”

As the M2M classes come to an 
end in July 2021, the M2M ministry 
recently launched another initia-
tive:  Saturday E vening online D is-
cussion in a judgment-free zone – 
“Structure, D octrine and Tradition 
of the African-American Church.” 

Planned also in July is the launch 
of Virtual Vacation Bible School for 
all ages, July 28-30.

East MS Christian 
Education Outreach 

Ministering to the 
Masses (M2M) during the 
pandemic:  Equipping the 

Church for Service

P R E S E R V E D

The jewel
of Juneteenth

 By Shewanda Riley
C o l u m nist
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Martha Wheaton-Gist



The far-
right attack on 
voting rights 
is fi erce. nd 
the unwill-
ingness of 
some Sen-

ate D emocrats to challenge 
rules that allow a Republi-
can minority to block voting 
rights bills is making some 
question whether we can 
turn back the tide of oter 
su ression.

s the lack Voters at-
ter reedom ide us our 
makes its way through 

outhern cities including 
ash ille, tlanta, olum-

bia, aleigh and ichmond 
with the fi nal sto  in ash-
ington, . ., we must re-
double our efforts on three 
fronts on what we know will 
be a long road ahead to de-
fend emocracy from the 
cynics and the ske tics.

es, a long road. emoc-
racy in the . . has always 
been a work in rogress. t 
is always under attack. t 
must always be defended and 
strengthened.

hen the onstitution 
was written and ratifi ed, 

e, the eo le  didn t a -
ly to most of the eo le. 
fter a bloody ci il war, the 
onstitution was amended 

so dramatically that histo-
rian ric oner has called it 
the second founding.  ut 

without the political will to 
enforce those amendments, 
Reconstruction gave way to 
the brutality of Jim row, 
oter su ression and legally 

enforced segregation.
t took decades of struggle 

to defeat Jim row through 
u reme ourt rulings and 
assage of ci il rights and 
oting rights laws.

ike the ost- i il ar 
amendments, the ictories 
of the civil rights movement 
changed history. ut they 
didn t change human nature. 

hey didn t bring an end to 
the struggle for justice and 
e uality. acism and dis-
crimination took new forms 
and were institutionali ed in 
new ways.

he fl ood of oter su -
ression laws being assed 

this year builds on an earlier 
wave of voter suppression 
that came after the Supreme 

ourt s conser ati es did 
away with key provisions of 
the Voting ights ct. nd 
all those laws are part of an 
e en broader attack on genu-
ine democracy that includes 
e treme racial and artisan 
redistricting and laws and 
court rulings that have al-
lowed a fl ood of big money 
to overwhelm our election 
system.

This corruption of our 
democracy harms us in con-
crete ways. t kee s ower in 
the hands of those who resist 
efforts to address the sys-
temic inequities in our soci-
ety and economy.

 understand why some 
people look at this corrup-
tion and the ower de oted 

to u holding it and think 
there s just no way to defeat 
it. ut our country s history, 
and s ecifi cally the history 
of black eo le in meri-
ca, is a history of struggle 
against im ossible odds, a 
history of overcoming resis-
tance and backlash.

e ha e ro en that we 
can win when we fi ght stra-
tegically and make rogress 
whenever we have the op-

ortunity. ight now, with 
resident Joe iden and Vice 
resident amala Harris in 

the hite House, and emo-
crats holding majority ower 
in the House and enate, we 
have an opportunity we can-
not afford to waste.

There are three urgently 
im ortant ste s ongress 
must take this year to defend 
oting rights and strengthen 

democracy. he late e . 
John ewis, for decades the 
conscience of the ongress, 
had his heart and hands in all 
three of them.

he fi rst is to ass the 
or the eo le ct. t would 

overturn new state voter sup-
ression laws and eliminate 

the worst abuses of redis-
tricting and big money in our 
elections. ewis authored its 
oting rights ro isions. t is 

urgently important to pass 
the or the eo le ct now 
to prevent massive voter 
su ression in the  and 

 elections.
he second is to ass the 

John ewis Voting ights 
d ancement ct, which 

would rotect against fu-
ture voting rights abuses by 
restoring its enforcement 
mechanisms.

he third is to grant state-
hood to the istrict of o-
lumbia and gi e its ,  
residents full oting rights 
and oting re resentation 
in ongress. he istrict of 

olumbia has a higher er-
centage of black residents 
than any other state, which 
makes their disenfranchise-
ment a fundamental ci il 
rights iolation and a be-
trayal of basic democratic 
rinci les.
John Lewis was a cham-

ion of . . statehood. He 
saw the disenfranchisement 
of . . citi ens as a moral 
wrong.

he or the eo le ct, 
John ewis Voting ights 

d ancement ct and . . 
statehood are a ro-democ-
racy trinity. o kee  faith 
with the voters who put them 
in power, especially black 
oters, resident iden and 

congressional D emocrats 
must sei e the moment to 
turn back attacks on voting 
and democracy. nd to hon-
or the voting rights legacy 
of John Lewis, we must all 
continue to make our voic-
es heard and make good 
trouble  on behalf of oting 
rights and democracy.

en Jealous is currently 
resident of eo le or the 
merican ay in ashing-

ton, . . and is the former 
national resident   of 
the .

Three 
urgent steps 

to defend 
Democracy 
from cynics 
and skeptics
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 am sur rised 
at how quickly Ju-
neteenth became a 
national holiday. 

he day was rec-
ogni ed as a fed-
eral holiday June 

, , when resident Joe 
iden signed the Juneteenth 
ational nde endence ay 
ct into law.

m  the only frican mer-
ican to wonder how this iece 
of legislation became a law so 
fast?

 do not recall any ublicity 
about the House and the enate 
ha ing a ote. n a humorous 
way, did they ote at the il-
son ickett hour the midnight 
hour)?

here was the big debate 
about whether this holiday 
was needed  How did this get 
through the ile and crafty 
hands of itch c onnell

here were ed ru  and 
im cott who said that meri-

ca is not a racist country?
ow in , the nited 

tates of merica is commem-

orating Juneteenth. hat com-
elled merica to do so this 

year   belie e that uestion 
has multi le answers.

First, we know June 19th has 
been acknowledged in sections 
of this country since . t is 
also known as Jubilee ay and 

lack nde endence ay. hat 
in and of itself was freedom 
denied and freedom delayed. 

s black eo le, we ha e gone 
through the gauntlet of racism 
and o ert hatred.

ost te tbooks used by stu-
dents show resident braham 

incoln s signing of he man-
cipation Proclamation in 186 2 
as the official ending of sla ery.

rong. here were black 
people in parts of Texas still be-
ing sla es. nion soldiers were 
finally able to deli er the mes-
sage of freedom June , .

any cities and states across 
merica ha e created acti ities 

centered around Juneteenth. 
y hometown of inston- a-

lem  is one of them.
 s okes erson for alifor-

nia o ernor a in ewsome s 
office said in statement, he 
governor issues a proclamation 
each year to celebrate this im-

ortant day. t the state le el, 
establishing a holiday usually 
re uires legislation and collec-
ti e bargaining.

ities like ittsburgh and 
oston closed most of their of-

fices. Howe er, ew ork and 
ashington . . still ro ided 

most of their city ser ices.
es onses to this federal hol-

iday ha e been measured and 
une en. id the nation see this 
coming   do not think so.

n my o inion, there were no 
contingency lans. t just ha -

ened and the eo le s res onse 
was what do we do now

Next year will be a better 
year to lift u  Juneteenth and 
give it the recognition it right-
fully deser es. es, it will be a 
better year but, even so, it was 
a long time coming. aybe that 
is how it is with us.

r. artin uther ing Jr. 
was assassinated ril , . 
Reports show that his birth-
day was a ro ed as a federal 
holiday in . t was not until 
the year  that all  states 
made it a state go ernment hol-
iday.

t is my thinking merica 
keeps a pace that is unthinkable 

when it comes to the recogni-
tion of black eo le and lack 
History. ur uest for histori-
cal recognition will always be 
on the back burner.

reat for the Juneteenth fed-
eral holiday. Howe er, how 
much greater will be the John 

ewis Voting ights ct
re you listening hard-heart-

ed e ublicans  re you going 
to stand with fellow emocrat 

ongressman Joe anchin and 
stop being a closet Republican?

he country needs the John 
ewis Voting ights ct as 

there is a movement afoot to 
sto  us from oting. Howe er, 
we will not sto .

ill greater be the eorge 
loyd Justice in olicing ct of 

 his bill will hold the o-
lice more accountable for their 
actions.

oth bills will strengthen the 
fabric of merica. hey are 
waiting on enate a ro al.

The fear of equality scares 
some senators. ual treat-
ment under the law makes them 

ause and hesitate.
Ha e they forgotten ne na-

tion under od

The passage of the 
Juneteenth law was striking

 By Ben Jealous
P eo pl e F o r t h e A m eric a n W a y

ric arner s 
mother Gwen 

arr knows ara-
ly ing grief fi rst-
hand. ther black 
mothers across 
the nation say they 

share a similar mind-numbing 
foreboding  the ossibility of 
fear or hatred of black eo le 
by police or racists killing their 
black sons.

This palpable emotion – rang-
ing from distress to defi ance 

 is e ressed in  ersonal 
letters from black mothers to 

merica that com rise the 
book oy.  also known as 

efending ur lack ons  
dentity in merica.  he book 

also is commonly referred to as 
he oy ook.
om iling author herilyn 

ennett, who collected the 
mothers  letters, is an entre-
preneur, consultant in graphic 
design, branding and cor orate 
di ersity, ordained minister, 
and mother of two adult sons, 
both school football coaches. 

he was born in cala, lorida 
and li es in harlotte, . .

mages of watching media 
re orts of the ay ,  
murder of eorge loyd by 
a innea olis olice offi cer 
would not allow her to rest un-
til she com leted the oy. book 
that she views as a catalyst for 
change in merica.

he book also includes cha -
ters about (a) what your rights 
are and how to act if sto ed by 
police, (b) a historical perspec-
tive about treatment of black 
men and women by olice, and 
c  a licensed mental health 

counselor s assessment of lin-
gering trauma from police bru-
tality and or racist treatment in 

arious settings.
e must recogni e that 

not all fi ghts against racial in-
e uality ha en in the streets,  

ennett said in a romotional 

iece.
ennett, arr and a cou le 

of the mothers who wrote es-
say letters were in D allas this 
month for a book signing, meet 
and greet, and to encourage 
other mothers who have ex-

erienced or are e eriencing 
similar traumas of losing sons 
in olice or racist encounters. 
The signing was June 12 at 

an- frican onnection,  
. arsalis e. in allas.

arr wrote the book s ore-
word. ome of arner s last 
words,  can t breathe,  be-
came a national rallying cry 
after the -year-old, -foot- , 

- ound, great-grandfather 
of si  died July , . He had 
several existing health prob-

lems including se ere asthma.
Video recordings show 

that arner re eated  can t 
breathe   times while an-
iel Pantaleo, a white New York 

olice offi cer, used a choke-
hold, already illegal at the 
time, while arresting arner. 

uthorities say the olice sus-
ected arner was selling cig-

arettes illegally on the street in 
taten sland. he medical e -

aminer ruled the death a homi-
cide, but a ichmond ounty 
grand jury refused to indict the 
offi cer who was ac uitted.

ew ork ity later reached 
a .  million out-of-court 
settlement with arner s fam-
ily. i e years later, the Justice 

e artment refused to bring 
criminal charges against the 
offi cer but under a ew ork 

olice e artment disci linary 
hearing, antaleo fi nally was 
fi red in ugust . arner s 
mother said the fi e-year or-
deal transformed her. he now 

ushes for legislation beyond 
street rotests.

 chose to be a catalyst for 
change because  refused to 
be a cul rit of com lacency,  

arr wrote in the oreword. 
 transitioned from mourning 

to mo ement and from sorrow 
to strategy. ric s name is one 
of too many names belonging 
to black males that have been 

murdered by olice offi cers 
who were ac uitted.

honda illis of ort orth 
wrote one of the letters. Her 
husband red illis is hel ing 

romote the book. he tells of 
their son Joshua, now 11, earlier 
in grade school when a white 
classmate told her son that he 
was better than her black son. 

hen her son shared the story, 
she said she and her husband 
immediately began to regu-
larly affi rm their son s worth to 
counteract any ossible damage 
to his self-esteem.

 used to think that racism 
didn t start until boys were 
teenagers or young men but 
this really o ened by eyes ,  
she wrote in her letter.

The book is available through 
ma on and at some major re-

tail book de artments includ-
ing walmart.com.

T o learn more, v isit w w w .
boybooknation.com.

N orma A dams-W ade, is a 
D allas nativ e, U niv ersity of 
T ex as at A ustin journalism 
graduate and retired D allas 
Morning N ew s senior staff 
w riter. S he is a founder of the 
N ational A ssociation of B lack 
ournalists and was its fi rst 

southw est regional director. 
She became The ews  fi rst 
black full-time rep orter in 
1974.

Book called “boy.” gives voice 
to mothers of black sons

“I was just thinking…”
By Norma Adams-Wade
T ex a s Met ro  News C o l u m nist

By James B. Ewers Jr.
P resid ent  E m erit u s
T een Ment o ring  C o m m it t ee o f  O h io

Gwen Carr, mother of Eric Garner, 
CREDIT: MTE PUBLISHING
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Not ice  of  Sa le
Ab a nd one d  Ve h icle

N otic e of S al e is  h ereb y  giv en in ac c ordanc e w ith  th e M is s is s ippi S tatutes  gov erning th e 
s al e of ab andoned motor v eh ic l es  th at th e fol l ow ing v eh ic l e w il l  b e s ol d for repair and s tor-
age c h arges  and for c os t of th is  s al e.
19 9 4  G E O  P R I Z M   1Y 1S K 5 3 6 4 R Z 0 4 0 3 6 1
R egis tered to:   N el s on,  K eith     
D ennis  S mith  A uto S al es ,  L ien H ol der
D ate of S al e:   J ul y  2 ,  2 0 2 1
P l ac e of S al e:  A rc h ie T ow ing S erv ic es ;  6 7 0 0  M edgar E v ers  B l v d. ,  J ac k s on,  M S  3 9 2 13
S el l ers  res erv e th e righ t to b id on th e ab ov e property  and to rej ec t any  and al l  b ids .   
T ime:  10 : 0 0  A . M .

6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1 6 / 2 4 / 2 0 2 1 7 / 1/ 2 0 2 1 
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age c h arges  and for c os t of th is  s al e.
19 8 4  B U I C R E G   1G 4 A J 4 7 A 4 E H 4 4 12 6 8
R egis tered to:   F rank  H ob s on,  J amie R ans on 
D ate of S al e:   J ul y  2 ,  2 0 2 1
P l ac e of S al e:  A rc h ie T ow ing S erv ic es ;  6 7 0 0  M edgar E v ers  B l v d. ,  J ac k s on,  M S  3 9 2 13
S el l ers  res erv e th e righ t to b id on th e ab ov e property  and to rej ec t any  and al l  b ids .   
T ime:  10 : 0 0  A . M .

6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1 6 / 2 4 / 2 0 2 1 7 / 1/ 2 0 2 1 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF 
THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

N O T I CE  I S  H E R E B Y  G I V E N  T H A T  T H E  J A CK S O N  H I S T O R I C P R E S E R V A T I O N  CO M M I S -
S I O N  ( J H P C)  W I L L  H O L D  I T S  M O N T H L Y  M E E T I N G  O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C O N  W E D N E S -
D A Y ,  J U L Y  14 ,  2 0 2 1 A T  12 : 0 0  N O O N  I N  T H E  A N D R E W  J A CK S O N  CO N F E R E N CE  R O O M  ( R M .  
10 5 )  O F  T H E  W A R R E N  H O O D  B U I L D I N G ,  2 0 0  S O U T H  P R E S I D E N T  S T R E E T ,  J A CK S O N ,  
M I S S I S S I P P I .

I .  A P P L I CA T I O N S  F O R  CE R T I F I CA T E  O F  A P P R O P R I A T E N E S S
     A .  O L D  B U S I N E S S

1.  Cas e N o.  H P N C- 2 1- 2 4 ,  req ues ted b y :  J eff S eab ol d to repl ac e th e front door w ith  a new  
door and add a future s torm gl as s  door at 13 2 0  S t.  A nn S t.  l oc ated in th e B el h av en H is tori-
c al  D is tric t.

2 .  Cas e N o.  H P N C- 2 1- 2 5  ( H is toric  P res erv ation V iol ation) ,  req ues ted b y :  J eff S eab ol d to 
remove three windows and fi ll the locations with hardi plank for the house at 1039 Manship 
S t.  l oc ated in th e B el h av en H is toric al  D is tric t.

     B .  N E W  B U S I N E S S
1.  Cas e N o.  H P N C- 2 1- 2 6 ,  req ues ted b y :  A ik is h a H ol l y  Col on to c ons truc t a new  mix ed us ed 
building at 115 E. Griffi th St. located in the Farish Historical District.

2 .  Cas e N o.  H P N C- 2 1- 2 8 ,  req ues ted b y :  A k il i K el l y  to ins tal l  approx imatel y  5 4  s ol ar panel s  
on th e eas t fac ing s l ope of th e ex is ting gab l e roof s truc ture at 8 0 5  M adis on S t.  l oc ated in th e 
B el h av en H eigh ts  H is toric al  D is tric t.

3 .  Cas e N o.  H P N C- 2 1- 2 9 ,  req ues ted b y :  J ennifer W el c h  to demol is h  ex is ting w ood dec k  to 
th e rear of property  and b uil d new  ex tended dec k  w ith  th ree c ov ered c arport park ing s pac es  
b el ow ;  ex tend ex is ting driv ew ay  for c ar ac c es s ;  remov e tw o w indow s  at rear of property  to 
lower level crawl space under main fl oor of house; install two doors to provide access at 935 
B el l ev ue P l .  l oc ated in th e B el h av en H eigh ts  H is toric al  D is tric t.

I I .  O T H E R  I T E M S
1.  A dminis trativ el y  A pprov ed CO A s .

I I I .  A D J O U R N

D U E  T O  CO V I D - 19  A N D  T H E  CO N CE R N  F O R  T H E  P U B L I C H E A L T H ,  S A F E T Y ,  A N D  W E L -
F A R E ,  CO M M I S S I O N E R S  A N D  A P P L I CA N T S  W I L L  A T T E N D  T H E  M E E T I N G  V I A  T E L E CO N -
F E R E N CE / V I D E O .   M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  P U B L I C M A Y  A T T E N D  V I A  T E L E CO N F E R E N CE /
V I D E O  B Y  E M A I L I N G  B Z H A O @ J A CK S O N M S . G O V  T O  R E G I S T E R  P R I O R  T O  J U L Y  7 ,  2 0 2 1.

6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 2 4 - 2 0 2 1
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CITY OF JACKSON
2021

REQ UEST FOR PROPOSALS ( RFP)

The City of Jackson’s Offi ce of Housing and Community Development hereby notifi es interested 
A ppl ic ants  of funds  av ail ab l e from th e U . S .  D epartment of H ous ing and U rb an D ev el opment 
( H U D )  for th e fol l ow ing grants :  Community  D ev el opment B l oc k  G rant ( CD B G ) ,  E mergenc y  S ol u-
tions  G rant ( E S G ) ,  and H ous ing O pportunities  for P ers ons  W ith  A I D S  ( H O P W A ) .  

T h e City  w il l  c onduc t an in- pers on A ppl ic ation/ P ropos al  W ork s h op s es s ion on F riday ,  J ul y  9 ,  
2 0 2 1 at 9 : 3 0  a. m.  at th e J ac k s on P ol ic e D epartment T raining A c ademy ,  3 0 0 0  S t.  Ch arl es  S treet.   
O rganiz ations  interes ted in appl y ing for 2 0 2 1 funding for CD B G ,  E S G ,  or H O P W A  funds  are 
enc ouraged to attend th e W ork s h op to rec eiv e ins truc tions  and information on c ompl eting th e 
appl ic ations / propos al s .   M as k s  are req uired and s oc ial  dis tanc ing w il l  b e enforc ed.

A ppl ic ation/ P ropos al  pac k ages  for 2 0 2 1 CD B G ,  E S G ,  and H O P W A  w il l  onl y  b e ac c epted el ec -
tronic al l y  v ia email .   E l ec tronic  s ub mis s ion ins truc tions  w il l  b e inc l uded in th e appl ic ation ins truc -
tions .   

A ppl ic ations  w il l  b e av ail ab l e on J ul y  9 ,  2 0 2 1.   T o dow nl oad appl ic ations  and ins truc tions ,  pl eas e 
v is it:  h ttps : / / w w w . j ac k s onms . gov / h ous ing- c ommunity - dev el opment/  

T h e deadl ine to s ub mit al l  appl ic ations  el ec tronic al l y  is  b y  5 : 0 0  p. m.  on A ugus t 13 ,  2 0 2 1.   

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, no application/proposal packages will be accepted at our offi ce 
or b y  mail .

For more details contact the Offi ce of Development Assistance Division at 601-960-2155.

6 - 2 4 - 2 0 2 1,  7 - 1- 2 0 2 1
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  
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With Lifeline, home phone or Internet service is

within reach.

 

Qualified Mississippi low-income residents may receive 
discounted service from AT&T under the Lifeline Program.
Customers must meet certain eligibility criteria based on 
income level or participate in the following financial 
assistance programs:
� Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
(formerly Food Stamps)

� Medicaid
� Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
� Veterans and Survivors Pension Benefit
� Federal Public Housing Assistance
� Income level at or below 135% of the federal poverty guideline
Customers must reside in an area where AT&T participates
in the Lifeline Program. In addition, if you live on federally
recognized tribal lands and are eligible for benefits through
any qualifying program above or the Bureau of Indian Affairs
for Tribal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Head
Start Subsidy or Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations, you may qualify for Tribal Link-Up and 
expanded Lifeline Assistance.
Please call your local AT&T customer support
center at 855.301.0355 and ask about Lifeline
or visit us at att.com/lifeline.
Lifeline is a government assistance program, the service is nontransferable, only eligible consumers may enroll in the 
program, supporting documentation is necessary for enrollment, and the program is limited to one discount per household
consisting of either wireline or wireless service or an Internet plan that meets the Lifeline program’s minimum service
standards at an eligible location. Consumers who willfully make false statements in order to obtain the benefit can be punished by
fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program. AT&T’s Lifeline Program is not available in all areas. Offers subject to change.
©2021 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe logo are registered trademarks of AT&T Intellectual
Property. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

If you think
you can’t afford
home phone or 
Internet service,
think again!
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Ad v e r t ise me nt  f or  Re v e r se  Au ct ion Bid
Bid  319 3 Pr ome t h e a ns Pa ne ls a nd  Sma r t b oa r d  Pa ne ls

R ev ers e A uc tion b idding for th e ab ov e b id w il l  b e rec eiv ed b y  th e B oard of T rus tees  of 
the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 662 South President Street, 
J ac k s on,  M is s is s ippi,  until  10 : 0 0  A . M .  ( L oc al  P rev ail ing T ime)  J ul y  14 ,  2 0 2 1,  at w h ic h  time 
R ev ers e A uc tion b idding b egins  el ec tronic al l y .  T h e B oard of T rus tees  res erv es  th e righ t to 
rej ec t any  and al l  b ids ,  to w aiv e informal ities ,  and to w ith h ol d th e ac c eptanc e of any  b id 
if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date Reverse Auction bid opening ends.  

Specifi cation responses must be submitted for this bid event. Specifi cations are due no 
l ater th an ( 5 : 0 0  p. m. ,  J ul y  0 9 ,  2 0 2 1)  l oc al  time to b e th e giv en th e opportunity  to partic ipate 
in the auction. Vendors submitting acceptable specifi cation responses will be invited to 
partic ipate in th e el ec tronic  rev ers e auc tion at w w w . c entral b idding. c om on J ul y  0 8 ,  2 0 2 1 
b eginning at 10 : 0 0  a. m.  until  10 : 4 5  a. m.  for P rometh ean P anel s ,  11: 0 0  a. m.  until  11: 4 5  
a. m.  for S martb oard P anel s  l oc al  time.  V endors  mus t b e regis tered w ith  Central  B idding in 
order to partic ipate in th e rev ers e auc tion.   F or any  q ues tions  c onc erning th e rev ers e auc -
tion proc es s  or h ow  to regis ter,  pl eas e c ontac t Central  B idding at 2 2 5 - 8 10 - 4 8 14 .  

6 / 17 / 2 0 2 1,  6 / 2 4 / 2 0 2 1

LEGAL

6 - 10 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 2 4 - 2 0 2 1

LEGAL

6 - 17 - 2 0 2 1,  6 - 2 4 - 2 0 2 1,  7 - 1- 2 2 1
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COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. - CDL
DRIVERS needed to run from S.E. to
West Coast. Experienced Singles and
Teams. Check out our new pay package.
Singles, 41 cents per mile for 60 day pro-
bationary period. 46 cents per mile there-
after. Teams, 50 cents per mile for 60 day
probationary period. 55 cents per mile
thereafter. Late model conventional trac-
tors. Home weekly. Benefits package.
Pearl, MS. 601-939-8088.
www.tuckerandson.com

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
844-316-8630

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior and
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

METAL ROOFS $4299* Completely
Installed* Factory Warranty. Expires July
1. Residential only. Save Hundreds. Call
Now!! 888-878-6443. Low as $89/mp.
*wac* for 1500 sq ft roof.
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds and Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 833-822-2608. Ask about
our specials!

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
NEVER PAY FOR COVERED HOME
REPAIRS AGAIN! Complete Care Home
Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 866-
934-1258

SAVE UP TO 80% ON YOUR MEDICA-
TION. Eliquis, Xarelto, Viagra, Cialis and
more. Licensed and Certified. Lowest
Price Guaranteed. Call 855-813-7051
and get free shipping on your first order.
(Open M-F)
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your
donation helps fund the search for miss-
ing children. Accepting Trucks,
Motorcycles and RVs, too! Fast Free
Pickup - Running or Not. 24 hour
response. Maximum tax donation. Call
(888) 515-3812

DIRECTV FOR $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Watch
your favorite live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. One year of HBO
Max FREE. Directv is #1 in Customer
Satisfaction (JD Power and Assoc.) Call
1-855-978-3110
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.

Week of June 20, 2021

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

E m p l o y m e n t

F o r S a l e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t M i s c e l l a n e o u s

Advertising Solution! 
Statewide Classifieds!

90+ newspapers for one low rate!

To order your advertising, call:

Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3 1 1 8  Living ston R oad
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monum ent Street
CITY HALL
2 1 9  S P resident St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2 6 5 9  Living ston R oad
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 9 5 7  Northview D r ( North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2 0 3 0  N Siwell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4 3 3 1  H ig hway  8 0 W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5 9 9 0  Medg ar E vers B lvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1 2 1 4  Capitol St ( D owntown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
3 0 4  B riarwood D r
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2 8 5 5  McD owell R d
DOLLAR GENERAL 
1 0 4  Terry  R d
J & A FUEL STORES
3 2 4 9  Medg ar E vers  B lvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2 3 2 5  Living ston R d.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside D rive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
6 5 3  D uling  A venue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
3 5 0  W Woodrow Wilson A venue
SHELL FOOD MART
5 4 9 2  Watkins D rive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6 3 9 4  R idg ewood R d ( North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry  R d ( South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
3 8 0  W. Woodrow Wilson A ve

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - anton, MS
B & B
702 est orth Street - anton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 orth Liberty - anton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

hurch Street - anton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - anton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther ing Drive - anton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - anton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 hurch Street - anton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 est Fulton Street - anton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - anton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - anton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 estside Drive - anton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
1 2 5  Swing ing  B ridg e  D r.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5 7 7 7  Terry  R oad
CITY HALL
Terry   R oad

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - linton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at E x it 7 8
CITY HALL 
West  Cunning ham   A venue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
5 0 5  E . Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port ibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 . Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 . ourt Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 ourtyard S uare, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi H wy  1 8
PITT STOP 
1 0 1  H wy  1 8  &  2 7

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALLSudoku

he challenge is to fill e ery row across, e ery column down, and e ery 
 bo  with the digits  through . ach  through  digit must a ear 

only once in each row across, each column down, and each  bo .

©  Feature E x change

Crossword Puzzle

D O W N
1. Box
2. That hurts!
3. Capital of Norway
4 . Fingers
5. Wing
6 . Capital of Idaho
7 . Organic compound
8. Not thin
10. Bakes unshelled eggs
14 . Happen to
17 . D olor
18. Merriment
19. Hawaiian ‘hello’
20. E el
23. Manner
24 . Adam’s garden
25. For fear that
27 . Compass point

A C R O S S  
1. Chimney dirt
5. To incite
9. Shove
10. Splash
11. Organization concerned with 
       civil liberties (abbr.)
12. Island nation
13. Parallelograms
15. Part of a min.
16 . Wild
18. Conductor

. nfirm
22. Asian nation
26 . Ranged
28. Ill-mannered
29. Not those
30. Mined metals
31. Bunny
32. Covet

©  Feature E x change

Sudoku Solution

©  Feature E x change

Crossword Solution

©  Feature E x change

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Reggie Jackson

©  Feature E x change

Cryptogram Solution

©  Feature E x change
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The more than 1,500 Mis-
sissippi National Guard mem-
bers who have been working 
throughout the state over the 
course of the coronavirus pan-
demic to help with COVID -19 
testing, vaccinations and other 
initiatives are being withdrawn 
next month, Gov. Tate Reeves 
said Friday.

Mississippi will be ceasing 
all operations with the Missis-
sippi National Guard July 15, 
Reeves said. The governor also 
announced that he will lift the 
COVID -19 state of emergency 
order Aug. 15.

While all COVID -19 restric-
tions have been lifted, the state 
of emergency order has re-
mained in place to ensure that 
members of the National Guard 
continue to be paid while sta-
tioned in Mississippi.

Members of the National 
Guard have been serving in 
Mississippi since March 2020. 
They were stationed at dozens 
of state-run vaccination and 
testing sites throughout the 
state.

Adjutant General of the Mis-
sissippi National Guard Maj. 
Gen. Janson D . Boyles said 
Friday that the governor’s time-
line to lift Mississippi’s state of 
emergency declaration ensures 
that his service members will 
“complete all necessary out-
processing requirements and 
recei e the benefi ts and entitle-
ments they have earned during 
their dedicated service to our 
state.’’

Just over 950,000 people in 
Mississippi, a state with around 
3 million residents, have been 
fully vaccinated against CO-
VID -19, according to the state 
D epartment of Health.

Several states have shown 
that the number of registered 
businesses has “more than 
doubled” according to analy-
sis by the N e w  Y ork T imes.

In the month after the 
CARE S Act was passed by 
Congress in March 2020, busi-
ness registrations increased by 
6 0 percent. Though the eco-
nomic downturn caused by the 
COVID  pandemic is likely to 
damage entrepreneurship and 
put many small businesses in 
a financial hole or out of busi-
ness entirely, there are signs 
that many have turned to cre-
ating businesses after losing 
employment elsewhere.

Andre Perry, a Brookings 
Institution fellow, told the 
T imes that some of the surge 
in black business registrations 
could be a signal of personal 
economic trouble.

“This is more about surviv-
al than it is about wealth cre-
ation. There’s lots of people 
who have lost their jobs and 
lost their businesses. People 
are starting to realize that side 
hustles are businesses,” Perry 

said.
Additionally, Google Trends 

data reported an “uptick in 
searches related to black-
owned businesses” in June of 
last year during the start of 
the pandemic. According to 
Google Trends data, searches 
for “How to find black owned 
businesses in your area” saw a 
300%  spike and searches for 
“Black owned restaurants near 
me” tripled.

An app that is a guide to 
black owned restaurants, 
called E atOkra, witnessed a 
4 ,4 50%  increase in downloads 
of new users in May 2020. 
Many believe that activism af-
ter the murder of George Floyd 
coupled with the COVID -19 
pandemic spurred manny to 
think about economic activ-
ism and black owned busi-
nesses.

L auren V ictoria B urke is 
an indep endent journalist for 
N N P A  and the host of the p od-
cast B U R K E FIL E . S he is also 
a p olitical strategist as p rin-
cip al of W in D igital Media 
L L C . S he may be contacted at 
L B urke007@gmail.com and 
on t w itter at @L V B urke

We seldom think we will 
get seriously injured or die if 
we fall. Seniors are at greater 
risk for falling but there is no 
age group that doesn’t fall. For 
adults in their 30s, 4 0s and 50s 
falling is the leading cause of 
nonfatal injuries. More than 
three million are treated in the 
hospital every year for falls.

A decline in your motor func-
tion tends to accelerate from 
7 5-80 years of age. For adults 
6 5 and older studies show falls 
are the leading cause of fatal 
injuries.

I always tell people to do a 
fall assessment of their home 
for fall hazards. These haz-
ards include electrical cords, 
area rugs, sli ery fl oors, 
table edges and objects in the 
wrong place. You should also 
understand the effects of your 
medication such as blood pres-
sure, sleeping pills or any that 
can affect your balance. Vision 

roblems and ill-fi tting shoes 
can put you at risk for falling.

Your neuromuscular system 
includes all the muscles in your 
body and the nerves that serve 
them. E very movement your 
body makes requires commu-
nication between your brain 
and your muscles. E ven subtle 
changes in your neuromuscular 
system, which helps us keep our 
balance, can cause us to fall. 
E xercising and strengthening 
your body before you become 
unsteady is one of the best steps 
you can take to protect your 
neuromuscular system.

D o you sometimes feel a lit-
tle wobbly when you stand on 
one leg?  It may be due to your 
body’s loosing strength. After 
4 0 we begin to lose 1%  of our 
muscle mass every year. Most 
seniors also become more sed-
entary as they age. These two 
factors alone can make your 

body less able to adapt to sud-
den terrain changes. With out 
exercise and a sedentary trend 
our nervous system will also 
become less sensitive as we 
age. 

If you are afraid of falling or 
you have a history of falling it 
can affect your confi dence. et 
a professional to give you a bal-
ance assessment. This will tell 
you where you are having prob-
lems and what you have to work 
on.

Muscle weakness can make 
us apprehensive about losing 
our balance. Some people start 
to avoid physical activities be-
cause we have muscle weak-
ness. If we avoid activities that 
challenge us, we will only ac-
celerate both muscle and ner-
vous system decline.

Strengthening muscles, ten-
dons and ligaments with re-
sistance exercise will make 
you stronger, help support the 
skeletal system, joints and 
make your neuromuscular sys-
tem more effi cient. tronger 
muscles, tendons and ligaments 
can reduce your risk of having 
joint problems and help exist-
ing joint problems.

You should talk with your 
doctor before you start because 
depending on what the joint 
problem is, resistance training 

may aggravate it.
Aerobic exercises (walking, 

jogging, biking or swimming 
continuously for 15 minutes or 
more) are important but mus-
cle-strengthening exercises are 
just as im ortant to ha e a fi t 
body. In fact, strength-building 
exercises are a necessary part 
of an aerobic program because 
they help keep the bones and 
joints strong enough to with-
stand aerobic training.

Sleep is another factor that 
can affect your neuromuscu-
lar system. If you get the right 
amount of sleep you will get 
the most out of your body. If 
you don’t get enough sleep your 
muscles will work less effi cient-
ly. The amount of sleep needed 
each night varies among peo-
ple. E ach person needs the right 
amount of sleep in order to be 
fully alert throughout the day.

Research has shown that 
when healthy adults are al-
lowed to sleep unrestricted, 
the average time slept is 8 to 
8.5 hours. Some people need 
more than that to avoid problem 
sleepiness; others need less. If 
a person does not get enough 
sleep, even on one night, a 
“sleep debt” begins to build and 
increases until enough sleep is 
obtained. Problem sleepiness 
occurs as the debt accumulates. 

Many people do not get enough 
sleep during the workweek and 
then sleep longer on the week-
ends or days off to reduce their 
sleep debt. If too much sleep 
has been lost, sleeping in on the 
weekend may not completely 
reverse the effects of not get-
ting enough sleep during the 
week. At night your body cov-
ers your nerve endings with 
protein. This insures your neu-
romuscular system will work 
properly.

If you do develop neuro-
muscular problems you should 
have a team working with any 
neuromuscular system issues. 
Neuromuscular medicine and 
physiatry specialists should be 
your key health care providers. 
They will help to maximize 
your health, functional capaci-
ties and inhibit or prevent com-
plications.

A good exercise programs 
and good sleep hygiene are be-
ing recommended for people 
well into their senior years 
to help them perform every 
day living activities such as 
walking, grooming, dressing, 
climbing stairs, and getting in 
and out of chairs. It also helps 
improve balance and coordi-
nation. When added together 
these qualities equal more in-
dependence.

National 
Guard helping 
with COVID-19 

response
to withdraw

Black business 
registrations 

increased during 
COVID pandemic

Your balance, catch 
it before you fall

Google Trends data reported an “uptick in searches related to black-
owned businesses” in June of last year during the start of the pandemic. 
(Photo: iStockphoto / NNPA
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According to Karen Carter Richards, the 
state of the Black Press of America is more 
robust than it has ever been.

The National Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation (NNPA) chair and the H ouston 
Forw ard T imes publisher expressed even 
more optimism for the future.

“I’m proud to chair this organization,” she 
told NNPA President and CE O Benjamin F. 
Chavis Jr., during an extensive discussion 
inside the trade association’s new state-of-
the-art television studio and headquarters at 
the Thurgood Marshall Center in Washing-
ton, D .C.

“We’ve always known that we are a resil-
ient people, but the pandemic forced a lot of 
us to take a deep breath because it was new,” 
Carter Richards continued.

“A lot of us were print publications, but 
we had to change the game. We took a 
breath and started doing what we do. Some 
of us were already making digital strides, 
but it was gradual. The pandemic forced us 
to step it up, and we had a lot of help from 
the  offi ce, and the ublishers hel ed 
each other.”

The NNPA represents the hundreds of 
newspapers and media companies in the 
Black Press of America family.

From June 23 to June 26 , the NNPA will 
host its national convention. The conven-
tion will feature a special performance by 
the legendary Grammy winner Chaka Khan 
and Nu-Soul and Jazz artist Candice Hoyes.

The NNPA will also hand out its presti-
gious Legacy Awards to:

•  D arnella Frazier, the African Ameri-
can teenager who courageously fi lmed the 
olice offi cer kneeling on eorge loyd s 

neck, will receive the Ida B. Wells National 
Photojournalism Award

•  The Rev. John P. Keewill receive the 
2021 National Gospel Transformative 
Award

•  E arth, Wind &  Fire lead singer Philip 
Bailey will be presented with the 2021 Na-
tional Lifetime Achievement Legacy Award 
for Outstanding Achievement, Impact and 

Creative Genius
•  Scotty Barnhart, the legendary Count 

Basie Orchestra leader, will receive the 
2021 National Performance and Outstand-
ing Leadership Award

•  The Rev. D r. Starsky Wilson will re-
ceive the 2021 National Achievement and 
Outstanding Leadership Award for his work 
as president and CE O of the Children’s D e-
fense Fund

•  Congresswoman Joyce L. Beatty (D -
Ohio) will receive the 2021 National Con-
gressional Leadership Award, and the 
NNPA will present Minnesota Attorney 
General Keith E llison with the Outstanding 
and Courageous Leadership Award

•  Chaka Khan will receive the 2021 Na-
tional Lifetime Achievement Legacy Award 
for D ecades of Creative Genius and Out-
standing Leadership for Freedom, Justice 
and E quality in American and Throughout 
the World.

This year marks the second consecutive 
virtual convention.

D uring the convention, Carter Richards 
will seek election to a second successive 
term as national chair.

While any potential challengers for the 
position have yet to identify themselves, 
Carter Richards’ run as chair has proved im-
pressive.

“We are doing better than we’ve done in 
the history of the NNPA,” she declared.

D espite the pandemic that forced many 
out of jobs and a topsy-turvy economy 
where government stimulus served to res-

cue most, Chavis said advertising and other 
revenue skyrocketed for the Black Press.

Carter Richards credited the national of-
fi ce led by ha is, laudette erry, the -
PA’s executive administrator, and the staff.

“It feels wonderful to have a great team,” 
Carter Richards exclaimed.

“I have to give [ D r. Chavis]  your due. 
You’ve done a great job, and we have a great 
team at NNPA. We can’t do it without the 
team.”

She also praised the NNPA’s all-women 
executive committee, Janis Ware (T he A t-
lanta V oice , the fi rst ice-chair, ran ar-
rer (T he C ounty N ew s in N orth C arolina), 
second vice-chair, Brenda Andrews (N ew  
Journal and G uide in V irginia), treasurer 
and Jackie Hampton (T he Mississip p i L ink) 
secretary.

“I’m loving being with the ladies,” Cart-
er Richards announced. “Black women do 
what black women do. We are going to con-
tinue to do great things.”

Carter Richards recalled her father’s vi-
sion for the H ouston Forw ard T imes. She 
noted that he began planning for the news-
a er fi e years before its  launch 

when he returned from serving in the U.S. 
military.

Julius Carter taught his daughter and her 
sister the value of community and the Black 
Press.

His steadfastness for bringing forward 
hard facts led to the Forw ard T imes’  build-
ing bombing in , just days after he ub-
lished an article critical of the local police 
department.

Julius Carter died of a heart attack days 
later, and his wife, Lenora “D oll” Carter, 
immediately sprang into action to keep the 
paper alive.

“They were taking bets that my mom 
wouldn’t last six months at the newspaper,” 
Carter Richards remembered.

he was  years old, with two little 
girls. ut she took the a er to its th year. 
 was terrifi ed because she had a massi e 

heart attack, and she wasn’t even sick. I was 
next in line, but I was ready because I had 
shadowed my mother for years.”

With Republican-backed voter 
suppression bills sweeping the 
country, the D emocrat-majority 
in the U.S. Senate has quickly 
lost its grip on protecting voters 
of color and others who are mar-
ginalized at the polls.

On Tuesday, a procedural vote 
on the House-passed “For the 
People Act” proved dead on ar-
rival after falling well short of the 
6 0-votes needed.

“D onald Trump, with his de-
s icable lies, has lit a fi re under 
Republican state legislatures, 
and they have launched the most 
sweeping effort at voter suppres-
sion in 80 years,” declared Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 
(D -New York).“The GOP doesn’t 
even want to debate,” Schumer 
asserted. D emocrats hold the tie-
breaking vote in the evenly di-
vided Senate.

However, all its members had 
to vote favorably for the mea-
sure, and at least 10 Republicans 
would have to join.

Sen. Joe Manchin (D -West 
Virginia) had preemptively bro-
ken ranks with the party and said 
he would vote against the “For 
the People Act.”

Party leaders spent consider-
able time negotiating a compro-
mise with Manchin on amend-
ments he proposed. “I think 
we put out an awful lot of good 
changes, I think, hopefully, the 
country would agree,” Manchin 
said ahead of the vote. He said 
the changes “make a lot of sense 

for a lot of voters.”
Before D emocrats accepted  

Manchin’s amendments, he ex-
pressed a reticence to vote for the 
legislation.

“Some in my party have argued 
that now is the time to discard 
such bipartisan voting reforms 
and embrace election reforms 
and policies solely supported by 
one party. Respectfully, I do not 
agree,  a defi ant anchin wrote 
in an op-ed in the C harleston 
G az ette-Mail newspaper in West 
Virginia.

Ironically, Republicans used 
the fi libuster to tor edo the or 
the People Act,” but Manchin 
steadfastly has ignored cries to 
eliminate or modify the rule.

“I will not vote to weaken or 
eliminate the fi libuster,  the mod-
erate senator wrote.

With voter suppression bills 
passing in Florida, Georgia, 
Texas, and other GOP-led states, 
many D emocrats in the Sen-
ate and President Joe Biden had 
hoped the “For the People Act” 
would override restrictive legis-
lation.

The bill addresses voter ac-
cess, election integrity, election 
security, political spending and 
ethics for the three branches of 
government.

It would expand voter registra-
tion and voting access and limit 
removing voters from voter rolls.

Among other provisions, the 
bill provides for states to estab-
lish independent, nonpartisan re-
districting commissions.

It sets provisions related to 
election security, including shar-
ing intelligence information with 
state election offi cials, rotecting 
the safety of the voter rolls and 
supporting states in securing their 
election systems.

The “For the People Act” de-
velops a national strategy to pro-
tect the security and integrity of 
U.S. democratic institutions, es-
tablishes in the legislative branch 
the National Commission to Pro-
tect United States D emocratic 
Institutions, and other provisions 
to improve the cybersecurity of 
election systems.

E ven former President Barack 
Obama jumped into the fray this 

week to criticize opponents of the 
“For the People Act.”

“Think about this:  In the after-
math of an insurrection, with our 
democracy on the line and many 
of the same Republican senators 
going along with the notion that 
somehow there were irregulari-
ties and problems with legitima-
cy in our most recent election, 
they’re suddenly afraid to even 
talk about these issues and fi g-
ure out a solution on the fl oor of 
the Senate,” Obama said during 
a tele-town hall with former At-
torney General E ric Holder and 
grassroots activists about the bill. 
“That’s not acceptable.”

The 4 4 th president continued:  
“Whatever else we may argue 
about, the one thing we should 
agree on is the bedrock idea that 
we, as Americans, have been 
taught to take pride in – the fact 
that we are a democracy. The is-
sue of voting rights might not set 
off alarms for most of us but the 
violence that occurred in the U.S. 
Capitol January 6  should remind 
us we can’t take our democracy 
for granted.”

Georgia D emocratic Senator 
Raphael Warnock insisted that 
his colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle should protect democ-
racy. “Protecting the sacred right 
to vote doesn’t just help secure 
our democracy. It helps ensure 
a future in which Americans 
can come together to solve our 
nation’s challenges,” Warnock 
stated.

“Congress cannot stand idly 
by as efforts to suppress voters’ 
voices are being enacted.”

Music lovers, prepare yourself 
for one of the most anticipated 
comebacks in history.

The legendary Grammy 
Award winner Stephanie Mills 
has announced her new single, 
“Let’s D o the Right Thing,” 
an anthem not unlike Marvin 
Gaye’s “What’s Going On? ” of 

 years ago.
Her long-awaited new music 

dro ed June   Juneteenth.
“It’s all me. I am not doing this 

through a [ traditional]  record 
label,” Mills told the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion (NNPA) in an exclusive in-
terview.

The NNPA is the trade as-
sociation that represents the 
hundreds of African American-
owned newspapers and media 
companies that comprise the 
Black Press of America.

Parts of the icon’s special in-
terview, including the debut of 
Mills’ new single, can be seen  

riday, June , at  .m. , 
as part of the NNPA’s Virtual 
2021 National Convention. The 
NNPA will air the full interview 
at  .m.  on its iyah  
broadcast.

The broadcast will air over 
several of the Black Press of 
America’s social media chan-
nels, including Facebook.com/
BlackPressUSA/ Videos, You-
Tube.com/ c/ BlackPressUSATV 
and Twitter @ BlackPressUSA.

Mills’ team said the new mu-
sic brings fans back to her tradi-
tional soulful sound infused with 
an empowering message that 
challenges the listener “to take 
an introspective look at oneself 
to create love and peace.”

A native of Brooklyn, New 
York, Mills has proven to be a 
treasure embedded in music’s 
fabric. Her illustrious career 
spans a half-century.

The singer, whose voice 
knows no peers, began her pro-
fessional career at the age of 11 
with a Broadway run of “Mag-

gie Flynn,” followed by the 
leading role of D orothy in the 
Tony Award-Winning play “The 
Wiz.”

After conquering the Great 
White Way, Mills recorded some 
of the most memorable songs in 
music history, including “Never 
Knew Love Like This,” “Put-
ting a Rush on Me,” “Power of 
Love,” and “Home.”

Along with her singing and 
acting career, Mills is a lifelong 
social justice and civil rights ac-
tivist and philanthropist.

She has earned multiple 
Grammy, American Music and 
NAACP Image awards.

y new music is a refl ection 
of the sadness and heartache I’ve 
been feeling over the pandemic 
and George Floyd and the sys-
temic racism that plagues our 
people,” Mills asserted.

“Let’s D o the Right Thing’” is 
my personal plea for all people 
to rise up and come together,” 
she said.

The single is reminiscent of 
Gaye’s “What’s Going On,” 
where the late Motown great 
crooned disenchantment over 
the state of America and its in-
volvement in the Vietnam War.

Mills’ new song also decries 
the state of America, most nota-
bly the police killings of African 
Americans like George Floyd, 
Tamir Rice, Breonna Taylor and 
many other black people.

Along with releasing her new 
single, Mills debuted the ac-
companying music video and 
performed her Billboard hit 
“Home” from The Wiz during 
the Juneteenth Celebration in 
New York with the historic Riv-
erside Church and Middle Col-
legiate Church.

“The evening embodied Ju-
neteenth’s spirit of freedom and 
celebration of two black-led 
faith institutions historically and 
presently combined to do trans-
formative justice work,” her 
team noted.

“Let’s D o the Right Thing” 
became available on all stream-
ing latforms June .

NNPA chair prepares for annual convention 
after leading Black Press to most 

successful two-year period in history
Houston Forward Times publisher seeks re-election at June convention

Senate Republicans block 
sweeping voting rights bill

Grammy Award winner 
Stephanie Mills releases 

new music decrying 
racial injustice,
police violence

Carter Richards

Senate Republicans have blocked the “For the People” Act, which 
wo ld have offered more voting rights and hel  fi ght voter s res-
sion efforts. PHOTO: ISTOCKPHOTO / NNPA
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One, two, buckle my shoe. 
We Three Kings, cheaper by the 
dozen, it’s a Catch 22 and dou-
ble jeopardy, then we’re back 
to Square One. In every corner 
of our lives, we use numbers, 
we count, we cypher. And in 
the new book “My Remarkable 
Journey” by Katherine Johnson 
(with Joylette Hylick and Kath-
erine Moore), we know a career 
takes true calculations.

When Katherine Coleman was 
born in 1918, Model T cars were 
selling for $350, fresh off the 
assemby line. Women couldn’t 

vote, TV hadn’t been invented, 
and black Americans lived un-
der strict Jim Crow laws. Know-
ing that schooling was the best 
way to survive the latter, Cole-
man’s parents, who owned a 
farm near the town of White 
Sulpher Springs, West Virginia, 
insisted that their children all get 
educations.

Precocious Coleman was the 
youngest, but by the time she 
graduated high school at age fi f-
teen, she was old enough to see 
that success would require more 
classwork and that teaching at 
a black school was the likeliest 

goal. College spoke to Cole-
man’s innate curiosity and she 
loved it; she planned to major in 
French until “the math profes-
sors had their say.”

One of them challenged her to 
become a “research mathemati-
cian.”

Unsure what, exactly, that 
was, Coleman stepped off the 
career track to marry and raise 
three daughters before head-
ing back to work as a teacher, 
then landing a position at the 
National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics (the “predeces-
sor to NASA”) at Langley Field 

(now Langley Air Force Base) 
in Virginia. Her job, at fi rst, was 
as a “computer” – literally, one 
who computes so that the pro-
gram’s engineers didn’t have 
to do it. Coleman (then Goble, 
later Johnson) quickly worked 
her way into the research divi-
sion involved in the Space Race, 
and when the Soviets launched 
Sputnik, she felt “that competi-
tive American spirit” deep in-
side herself.

“We’ve got to do something,” 
she remembered thinking. “Lit-
tle did I know then that ‘we’ 
soon would include me.”

So you saw the movie, Hidden 
Figures, and you loved it. So did 
author Katherine Johnson, on 
whom the movie is modeled, 
and here, she explains what 
parts were right and what Holly-
wood got wrong. Moreover, she 
takes you back to the beginning 
in “My Remarkable Journey.”

Lively and with great detail, 
Johnson tells her story in a way 
that frames her accomplish-
ments in humble neon, never let-
ting readers forget who she was 
or what she did, but not brag-
ging on it without giving ample 
credit to others. The warmth and 

grace of that is impressive; so is 
the fact that she admits to having 
endured racism, patriarchy and 
Jim Crow laws but she waves 
them away like a fl y on a June 
afternoon, as if they weren’t 
even a part of her equation.

“My Remarkable Journey” 
puts the movie about Johnson 
into keener perspective, bring-
ing the full story, as Yvonne 
Cagle says in her introduction, 
to a new generation of young 
women.

Find it, share it with your 
daughter. Or catch it on an au-
diobook. That counts, too.

BOOK REVIEW:

MY REMARKABLE 
JOURNEY: A MEMOIR
BY KATHERINE JOHNSON WITH 
JOYLETTE HYLICK AND KATHERINE MOORE
C.2021, AMISTAD
$25.99 / $31.99 CANADA  •  235 PAGES

14 •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.mississippilink.comJUNE 24 - 30, 2021

WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, JACKSON’S SOUL, 
RHYTHM AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE MUSIC 
ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

Mississippi Link Newswire
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Unveiling Historic Landmark Designation
of Hawkins Field by JMAA
5 5 8  W .  R a m p S t reet  •  J a c kso n,  MS  •  J u ne,  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1

PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY
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HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

HCSD 2021 seniors receive local scholarship funds
from Community Resource Foundation

Hinds County School District student accepted to Curtis 
Fellowship Global Citizen Program

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
E NG A G I NG - E MP O WE R I NG - E NSU R I NG - E X CE LLE NCE

The Hinds County School District will hold a public hearing by Teleconference Thursday, July 8, 2021 at 5 p.m. in the board room of the Hinds 
o nty chool District s entral ffice, 2 wy. 8, aymond, M . t this meeting, the ro osed 2 -22 b dget will be resented.

he omm nity eso rce o ndation resents its 2 2  
cholarshi  eci ients this month.  leesha dson, 

D arent of the ear and Mississi i s arent of the 
ear, serves as resident of the fo ndation.
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y iria aws  

al ndria Magee  

ha Nyla ilson  

ion lbreath  

D rah tanley  

lijah Monc re  

ikaiya Mack  

orneli s rown, r.  

Congratulations to Kai Owens, a junior student at 
Terry High School, on being selected to be a part 
of the rtis ellowshi  Global itizen rogram. 
This program has hundreds of applicants who 
apply each year and no more than 8 applicants are 
accepted.

llison ittle, anish teacher at , said, his is 
such an incredible opportunity for Kai, who is one 
of the most conscientio s st dents  have ever had 
the leas re to teach. f yo  have ever ta ght ai, 
yo  know how deserving of this o ort nity she 

is.”

The Program highlights include:
 ersonal and rofessional develo ment thro gh 

the rtis ellowshi  
• Community project led by Kai (her focus is on 
literacy)
 ll ex ense aid conference in New ork ity

• $10,000 scholarship after the completion of the 
program

The HCSD salutes Kai Owens.

HCSD 2021 seniors receive local scholarship 
funds from Community Resource Foundation




