
Parts of the frigid Deep South got 
more snow and ice Wednesday, add-
ing to problems in a region where 
wintry precipitation already had left 
thousands without power, stranded 
drivers on slick roads and inter-
rupted efforts to vaccinate people 
against the coronavirus.

Travel conditions quickly dete-
riorated in northern Louisiana as 
freezing precipitation moving out of 
Texas coated roads already layered 
with ice, transportation offi cials 
said. More homes and businesses 
lost electricity as storms spread 
eastward into Mississippi, where 
sleet and freezing rain fell.

A winter storm warning and advi-

sories that reached all the way from 
the Mexican border to the Wash-
ington, D.C., area included most of 
Louisiana and Mississippi, north-
western Alabama and slivers of 
northern Georgia and South Caro-
lina. As much as 4 inches (10 centi-
meters) of snow and sleet could fall 
as far east as Alabama, forecasters 
said.

Louisiana Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards said that while southern par-
ishes were starting to thaw and part 
of Interstate 10 was reopening, the 
whole state was struggling with the 
effects of the winter weather: Hun-
dreds of wrecks, power outages and 
crippled water systems.

“There are challenges literally 
all over the state of Louisiana right 
now,’’ Edwards said on his monthly 

radio show. In the southwest Loui-
siana city of Lake Charles, which 
was hit by two hurricanes last year, 
Mayor Nic Hunter said hospitals 
may have to transfer patients to 
other areas because of low water 
pressure.

Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves 
said Wednesday that the Highway 
Patrol had worked more than 1,110 
wrecks from Sunday through Tues-
day. Reeves said the entire state is 
facing weather challenges in com-
ing days, including ice, snow and 
the possibility of hail or tornadoes.

“We’ve got to look out for our-
selves, but we’ve also got to look 
out for our neighbors,” Reeves said.

Extreme cold weather caused 
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Mississippi Democratic U.S. Con-
gressman Bennie Thompson, 2nd Dis-
trict and the Civil Rights organization, 
the NAACP, are suing former President 
Donald J. Trump, Rudolph W. Giuliani 
and two far right groups for the January 
6 Capitol riot.

The National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, fi led a 
federal lawsuit Tuesday morning against 
former President Donald J. Trump and 
his personal lawyer Rudolph Q. Giuliani 
on behalf of Mississippi’s thirteen term 
Representative, Bennie Thompson. 

The lawsuit claims that Trump and Gi-

uliani violated the 1871 Ku Klux Klan 
Act, a statue that includes protections 
against violent conspiracies that inter-
fered with Congress’s constitutional du-
ties. The suit also names two far right 
groups, the Proud Boys and the Oath 
Keepers militia group.

The lawsuit accuses Trump, Giuliani 
and the groups of conspiring to incite a 
violent riot at the United States Capitol 
with the goal of preventing Congress 
from certifying the November 2020 
Presidential election. 

“Domestic terrorism in this country 
has always been rooted in white su-
premacy. Let’s be clear about that. The 
actions of the 30s, 40s, up to present, has 

been the basis of people who see certain 
citizens as legitimate and other citizens 
as not legitimate,” Derrick Johnson said 
in a televised interview.  

Derrick Johnson, president and CEO 
of the NAACP said, “The Klan act was 
put in place to ensure Southern legisla-
tors would have the ability to exercise 
their sworn duties as congress persons 
without intimidation and fear of retali-
ation.”

“Thompson is the fi rst of what we 
hope to be many members of Congress 
to join this lawsuit because no one has 
been held accountable. It has been our 
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Black churches are a fundamen-
tal element in American history. 
Some view the church as a place 
of refuge, some view it as a sec-
ond home and some view it as an 
escape. Detailing the 400-year-old 
story of the black church is Henry 
Louis Gates Jr., with his four-hour 
series on PBS; “The Black Church: 
This Is Our Story, This Is Our 
Song.”

The most recent episode of the 
series aired Tuesday, February 16. 
The episode includes commentary 
from a star-studded cast, includ-
ing: Oprah Winfrey, Kirk Frank-
lin, Al Sharpton, Rev. TD Jakes, 
John Legend, Rev. WIlliam Barber 
and more. It details how the black 
church expanded its reach to con-
front social inequality and preach 
to those in need. The episode cov-
ers scenarios ranging from the Jim 
Crow South to present-day issues. 

In the early days of the black 
church, southern churches differed 
from mainland churches. Blacks 
felt they could express them-
selves more freely in the southern 
churches. The root of the southern 
church’s appeal was the music. In 
fact, in the 1920s, live recordings 
of the music produced by the south-
ern black church became extremely 
popular. These recordings were re-
ferred to as race records, records 
marketed to African Americans.

The 1920s were not the only 
time that music played a big role 
in the black church, however. Ac-
cording to the documentary, church 
hymns became commonplace dur-
ing protests in the 1960s. Protes-
tors have stated that the songs were 
a way to keep them brave and fo-
cused. Tensions during this time 

rose once again after the bombing 
of the 16th Street Baptist Church 
by members of the local Ku Klux 
Klan. The bombing left four girls 
dead and numerous others injured. 
This came one month after Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have A 
Dream” speech.

The documentary focuses heav-
ily on the formation of the black 
church, but it also focuses on is-
sues that have the potential to tear 
the black church apart. The rise 
of hip hop became a controversial 
part of black church life. Members 
of the black church began to feel 
as if there were a generational shift 
away from the church.

Amidst these rising tensions, 
Kirk Franklin released the hit 
song “Stomp” in 1997. The song 
was heavily criticized for bringing 
what was considered “devil music” 
into the church. Soon, however, 
“Stomp” would become the fi rst 
gospel song to ever top the R&B 
and Hip Hop charts. The fusion 
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December 8, 1928 - February 9, 2021
Juanita Jackson Starks was 

born on December 8, 1928, in 
Jackson, Mississippi to Reverend 
Harrison P. Jackson and Willie 
Epps Jackson. She grew up in the 
west Jackson area and matricu-
lated through the public schools 
of Jackson. She remained a proud 
and involved citizen of the City 
of Jackson throughout her life.

Raised as the youngest of three 
children of a Baptist minister, 
Juanita accepted Christ at an 
early age, joining College Hill 
M. B. Church where her father 
had pastored from 1925-1932. 
Her father moved on to pastor 
other churches, but her mother 
remained a member of College 
Hill. Later, Juanita also joined 
and served as a faithful member 
until her death.

As long as she was able to at-
tend and contribute fully she was 
an active member of her circle 
mission and served on various 
committees/missions, includ-
ing the benevolence committee. 
Each Sunday she looked forward 
to attending her beloved Sunday 
School class where she addition-
ally served as teacher and co-
teacher for many years.

She often recounted fond 
memories of the church-spon-
sored social activities she at-
tended like the senior luncheons, 
annual senior Valentine’s Day 
reception, Sunday School ice 
cream socials and church picnics.

Juanita graduated from Lanier 
High School at 16 years of age, 

ahead of her class. She was a 
diligent student and, for gradua-
tion, she and a male student were 
chosen to deliver the graduation 
speeches. Today, they would be 
given the designations of class 
valedictorian and salutatorian.

After high school she attended 
Tougaloo College where she was 
not only a good student, but was 
involved in many activities. She 
served on the yearbook staff as 
recording secretary, was a mem-
ber of the YMCA and of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority. In her ju-
nior year she was a runner-up to 
Miss Tougaloo, and in her senior 

year, she was the reigning Miss 
Omega.

In 1949, at 20 years old, Juani-
ta graduated from Tougaloo Col-
lege with honors, and shortly af-
terward began a teaching career 
that spanned more than 40 years 
which positively shaped the lives 
of countless young people in the 
Jackson area.

The only time that she was 
not in the classroom was when 
she took a few years off to stay 
at home with her children until 
they were toddlers. Even then, 
she admitted that she missed 
the classroom immensely. All 

in Mississippi, her teaching ex-
perience spanned Oakley Train-
ing School (Raymond), Utica 
Institute (Utica), Lanier High 
School (Jackson), Brinkley High 
School (Jackson) and Provine 
High School (Jackson) before 
her retirement from the Jackson 
Public School District in 1984, 
and subsequently Jackson State 
University.

Juanita had been offered a fel-
lowship to Howard University 
after graduating from Tougaloo 
College, but she turned it down 
thinking it best to get her teach-
ing career started and begin to 
help her parents, who had sac-
rifi ced so much for her college 
education. She often second-
guessed this decision, but later 
refl ected that if she had not been 
teaching at Utica Institute, she 
might not have met and married 
Charles L. Gettis, an industrial 
arts instructor there, and would 
not have had her two daughters, 
Carmen and Gail. Sadly her hus-
band died at a young age, leaving 
Juanita a widow to raise their two 
young children. 

After teaching for several 
years Juanita wanted to continue 
her education and enrichment, 
so she used summers to that end 
to avoid leaving her family for 
extended periods. While teach-
ing at Utica Institute she took 
courses in the summer at Fisk 
University in Nashville. This was 
during a time when very few, if 
any, historically black colleges 

and universities in Mississippi 
had graduate programs, and local 
predominantly white institutions 
of higher learning “had not cho-
sen to accept Negroes,” as was 
made clear to her in a letter from 
Mississippi College. Undaunted, 
she applied to programs out of 
state and was accepted at Law-
rence University in Wisconsin 
as the only black in the literature 
program.  

In 1968 Juanita married Wil-
liam P. Starks, a retired Master 
Sergeant with the U.S. Army. To 
that union a son, Ivan, was born. 
When her youngest child got 
older she focused on earning her 
Master of Arts degree in English 
from Jackson State University.

Juanita loved teaching and 
looked forward to going to work 
each day. However, the dif-
fi culties that confronted black 
instructors and students in the 
post-desegregation environment 
diminished that joy and, com-
bined with her mother’s illness, 
led to her decision to retire ear-
lier than originally anticipated.

After a few years of adjust-
ing to retirement, Juanita was 
asked to return in an educator 
role as adjunct English faculty 
with Jackson State University. 
She accepted and continued to 
instruct into her seventies. She 
touched yet another generation 
of students who benefi tted from 
her wisdom and expertise and 
learned more than English, but 
how the Holy Spirit can be mani-

fested as grace, dignity and integ-
rity in one’s daily life. She could 
not go anywhere in the Jackson 
metropolitan area without former 
students approaching her to share 
how much she meant to them as 
their teacher.

Our beloved Juanita Jackson 
Starks was called home to be 
with the Lord February 9, 2021.  
Juanita’s sister and brother, Ha-
zel Jackson Young and Embra 
Knox Jackson Sr., preceded her 
in death.

She is survived by her three 
children, Carmen G. Castilla, 
Gail R. Gettis and Ivan C. Starks 
(Emma); fi ve adoring grandchil-
dren, A. Rashad Castilla, Kiva-
tah Castilla, Asia Starks, Evanna 
Starks and Catherine Hall; nieces 
and nephews, Brenda Young, 
Greg Young (Shahla), Reverend 
Dr. Embra K. Jackson, Jr. (Ros-
ia), Rita Gettis, Belinda Gettis 
Moore (Floyd), Meryl Gettis, 
Cheryl Gettis; stepdaughter An-
gela S. Knott (Henry) and step-
granddaughters, Tunya Starks, 
Bridgette Porter Stubbs (Dar-
rell), Poteat Porter Medley (Ken-
ny, Sr.), and a host of great nieces 
and nephews, great-great nieces 
and nephews, cousins and other 
family members.

I have brought you glory on 
earth by completing the work 
you gave me to do. And now, Fa-
ther, glorify me in your presence 
with the glory I had with you be-
fore the world began. -St. John 
17: 4-5

Juanita Jackson Starks

Starks



experience as African Americans if you allowed 
this type of behavior to go unchecked, it will only 
expand and spread,” Johnson explained. 

Congressman Bennie Thompson, 72, chairman 
of Homeland Security, in an on air interview with 
MSNBC said, “In America, we settle our differ-
ences at the ballot box,” stressing how he believes 
the former president’s refusal to accept election 
results played a factor in the riot. 

“If you disagree in America with the outcome of 
an election, you don’t riot, you don’t do anything 
other than see that individual at the next election. 
If the Trump administration’s philosophy of en-
gagement like what happened January 6 becomes 
the standard, then every election you disagree 
with, you just go into the Capitol and tear it up 
just like you’re a third world country, Thompson 
added. 

“So this, hopefully, at the end will mitigate any 
differences that we might have. In America, we 
settle our differences at the ballot box. We don’t 
have coups. We don’t have riots. We don’t have 

anything like what occurred Jan 6. So this is a day 
I looked for since the Senate did not do their jobs. 
We have to have something similar to order if our 
government is to remain strong,” declared.

In the Civil lawsuit, Thompson said he heard a 
gunshot, and was forced to wear a gas mask and 
hide on the fl oor of the House gallery for three 
hours while hearing threats of physical violence 
against any member who attempted to proceed to 
approve the Electoral College ballot count.

“Plaintiff Thompson heard a gunshot, the 
source of which, at the time, was unknown to him, 
although he later learned that it had killed a rioter 
who had forced her way into the Capitol lobby,” 
the suit says. 

Thompson claims his health was put at an in-
creased risk by not being able to social distance. 
The lawsuit notes that Thompson shared a con-
fi ned space with two members of Congress who 
tested positive for COVID-19 after the January 6 
attack on the Capitol. 

“During this entire time, Plaintiff Thompson 

reasonably feared for his physical safety,” the law-
suit says. “While trapped in the building, during 
the siege by the rioters the Defendants unleased 
on the Capitol, Plaintiff Thompson feared for his 
life and worried that he might never see his family 
again,” the suit says.

Thompson is seeking compensatory and puni-
tive damages in the Civil suit fi led in the Federal 
District Court in Washington, D.C. Thompson 
does not ask for a specifi c fi nancial amount in the 
suit.

The Ku Klux Klan Act, passed by Congress on 
April 20, 1871 during Reconstruction, was “An 
Act to enforce the Provisions of the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, and for other Purposes.” 

“I am from the South. The Ku Klux Klan law 
was basically put on the books to protect South-
erns and other people from the Klan who didn’t 
want this great country of ours to survive. But 
thanks goodness it did,” Rep. Thompson said. 

Third of a series of increasingly stringent En-

forcement Acts, the Ku Klux Klan Act was de-
signed to eliminate violence and protect the Civil 
and political rights of four million freed slaves. 
The Fourteenth Amendment granted citizenship 
and guaranteed due process and equal protection 
of the law to African Americans. 

The suit is the fi rst against Trump since the Sen-
ate acquitted him in his second impeachment trial 
Saturday, February 13. Trump will go down in his-
tory as a disgraced leader who escaped conviction 
after a trial that undeniably proved that he endan-
gered his own vice president. 

Thompson, serving his 13th term, is the longest-
serving African-American elected offi cial in the 
State of Mississippi and the lone Democrat in the 
Mississippi Congressional Delegation. Derrick 
Johnson is also from Mississippi. 

Mississippi Senator Hiram Rhodes Revels, who 
also served as president of Alcorn, was the fi rst 
African American to serve in the United States 
Congress. He was elected in 1871, the same year 
the Ku Klux Klan Act was passed by Congress.

of funk, soul, pop and gospel worked to get the 
younger generation interested in what the church 
was offering.

The documentary is an extremely in-depth look 
at the formation of the black church and some 
of the hardships faced by the church. It covers 

events that strengthened the church and events 
that revitalised the church.

Future episodes of “The Black Church: This 

Is Our Story, This Is Our Song.” will be avail-
able on PBS, and past and future episodes will be 
available on the PBS website.

water-pressure problems in Mississippi’s capital of 
Jackson, where the city told customers to boil water 
as a precaution, and roads remained icy in much of 
the state.

A University of Mississippi Medical Center emer-
gency room nurse, Matt Harris, and one of his for-
mer colleagues, Tony Sistrunk, stopped on Interstate 
55 in Jackson Wednesday and spent more than an 
hour using Harris’s pickup truck and a strap to pull 
cars that couldn’t gain traction on the icy roadway.

“I felt like I was mud-riding back in the day with 
my brother and his friends, having to pull people out 
of the mud,” Harris said in a news release from the 
medical center.

Many people in Mississippi remained home be-
cause some schools and businesses were closed.

“The side benefi t is, I do think that this is going 
to help drive down our COVID numbers,’’ said the 
state’s chief health offi cial, Dr. Thomas Dobbs. 
“This is kind of a forced shelter-in-place sort of sce-
nario.’’

In icebound northwest Alabama, the only grocery 
store in tiny Hackleburg opened Wednesday since 
the power was back on and roads were clear enough 
for travel, manager Dennis Whitfi eld said in a tele-
phone interview over the buzz of busy checkout 
lanes. “Milk, produce and bread were in short sup-
ply since trucks can’t get to town from Birmingham, 
nearly 100 miles (161 kilometers) away,” he said.

With more snow and ice in the forecast, Whitfi eld 
said he was not sure how Hackleburg Market and 
Town Cafe could remain open.

“We’re telling people we’re here until it starts 
again,” he said. “The people who work here and 
these people’s lives are more important than getting 
a gallon of milk.’’

Nearly 115,000 utility customers were in the dark 
in Louisiana, including about 21,000 in East Baton 
Rouge Parish, and more than 40,500 were out in 
Mississippi. One of the largest utility providers, En-
tergy, had rolling blackouts and implored custom-
ers to reduce their use of electricity. In some places, 

temperatures were not predicted to go much above 
freezing for an extended period until Friday.

Snowy and icy weather forced some communities 
to postpone pandemic vaccination drives in Geor-
gia, Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, offi cials 
said, and delayed shipments in some places.

The Georgia Department of Public Health said in 
a statement that vaccines that normally would have 
arrived the fi rst part of this week were held back by 
the manufacturers due to the weather. The agency 
said health departments and other vaccine providers 
have been forced to reschedule appointments.

Vaccine shipments have also been delayed to a 
large part of Alabama because the shipper, McKes-
son Corp., has weather-related problems at its termi-
nal in Memphis, Tennessee, said Ryan Easterling, a 
spokesman with the Alabama Department of Public 
Health.

For some, the weather prompted acts of charity.
In Clinton, Mississippi, Army veteran Evelyn 

Fletcher spent the last few days cooking all the food 

in her house to make plates to deliver to sidelined 
truck drivers, travelers and people staying at hotels 
because they lost power at home.

“They’re stranded, they’re isolated – people are in 
need of support right now,’’ Fletcher said.

On Monday, Fletcher made 85 meals. On Tues-
day, a local restaurant, T’Beaux’s Crawfi sh and Ca-
tering, cooked 75 plates of shrimp and gumbo for 
her and other volunteers to deliver and she made 30 
plates of her own. On Wednesday morning, Fletch-
er was cooking a pot of turkey noodle soup so she 
could go out again and deliver another 70 meals as 
the weather allowed.

“People are worried about more snow,’’ she said. 
“We are going to keep people fed and keep them 
feeling hopeful.’’

Willingham reported from Jackson, Mississippi. 
AP writers Kevin McGill and Janet McConnaughey 
in New Orleans, Emily Wagster Pettus in Jackson 
and Jay Reeves in Birmingham, Alabama, contrib-
uted to this report.
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Winter weather that has over-
whelmed power grids unpre-
pared for climate change and 
left millions without electricity 
in record-breaking cold kept its 
grip on the nation’s midsection 
Wednesday.

At least 20 people have died, 
some while struggling to fi nd 
warmth inside their homes. In 
the Houston area, one family 
succumbed to carbon monoxide 
from car exhaust in their garage; 
another perished as they used a 
fi replace to keep warm.

Blame the polar vortex, a 
weather pattern that usually 
keeps to the Arctic, but is in-
creasingly visiting lower lati-
tudes and staying beyond its 
welcome. Scientists say global 
warming caused by humans is 
partly responsible for making 
the polar vortex’s southward es-
capes longer and more frequent.

More than 100 million people 
live in areas covered Wednesday 
by some type of winter weather 
warning, watch or advisory, as 
yet another winter storm hits 
Texas and other parts of the 
southern Plains, the National 
Weather Service said.

Utilities from Minnesota to 
Texas and Mississippi have 
implemented rolling blackouts 
to ease the burden on power 
grids straining to meet extreme 
demand for heat and electricity 
as record low temperatures were 
reported in city after city. In 
Mexico, rolling blackouts Tues-
day covered more than one-third 
of the country after the storms in 
Texas cut the supply of imported 
natural gas.

Nearly 3 million customers 
remained without power early 
Wednesday in Texas, Louisi-
ana and Mississippi, more than 
200,000 more in four Appa-
lachian states, and nearly that 
many in the Pacifi c Northwest, 
according to poweroutage.us, 
which tracks utility outage re-
ports.

The latest storm front was 
predicted to bring snow and ice 
to East Texas, Arkansas and the 
Lower Mississippi Valley be-
fore moving to the northeast on 
Thursday. Winter storm watches 
were in effect from Baltimore 
to Boston, and Texas braced for 
more icy rain and possibly more 
snow.

“There’s really no letup to 
some of the misery people are 
feeling across that area,’’ said 
Bob Oravec, lead forecaster 
with the National Weather Ser-
vice.

The weather has threatened 
the nation’s COVID-19 vaccina-
tion effort. President Joe Biden’s 
administration said delays in 
vaccine shipments and deliver-
ies were likely.

The worst U.S. power outages 
by far have been in Texas, where 
offi cials requested 60 genera-
tors from the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency and 
planned to prioritize hospitals 
and nursing homes. The state 
opened 35 shelters to more than 
1,000 occupants, the agency 
said.

Texas’ power grid manager, 
the Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas, said electricity had 
been restored to 600,000 homes 
and businesses by Tuesday night 
but that 2.7 million households 
were still without power.

Blackouts lasting more than 
an hour had begun before dawn 
Tuesday in and around Okla-
homa City, stopping electric-
powered space heaters, furnaces 
and lights just as temperatures 
hovered around minus 8 degrees 
(minus 22 degrees Celsius). 
Oklahoma Gas & Electric urged 
users to set thermostats at 68 
degrees Fahrenheit (20 degrees 
Celsius), avoid using major 
electric appliances and turn off 
lights or appliances not in use.

Entergy imposed rolling 
blackouts Tuesday night in Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Southeast Texas at the di-
rection of its grid manager, the 

Midcontinent Independent Sys-
tem Operator, “as a last resort 
and in order to prevent more ex-
tensive, prolonged power outag-
es that could severely affect the 
reliability of the power grid,’’ 
according to a statement from 
the New Orleans-based utility.

The Southwest Power Pool, 
a group of utilities covering 14 
states, said the blackouts were 
“a last resort to preserve the reli-
ability of the electric system as 
a whole.’’

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris addressed those who had lost 
power during a live interview 
Wednesday on NBC’s “Today.’’

“I know they can’t see us right 
now because they’re without 
electricity, but the president and 
I are thinking of them and really 
hope that we can do everything 
that is possible through the sign-
ing of the emergency orders 
to get federal relief to support 
them,’’ Harris said.

The situation in Texas drew 
attention at Wednesday’s Inter-
national Energy Forum, includ-
ing messages of support from 
Saudi Arabia’s energy minister 
and OPEC Secretary General 
Mohammed Barkindo.

“As the extreme weather in 
Texas has shown, we cannot 
take energy security for granted, 
even in a country like the United 
States,’’ Barkindo said at the fo-
rum, which was held virtually.

But even staying home can 
be hazardous in places without 
power.

Authorities said a fi re that 
killed three young children and 
their grandmother in the Hous-
ton area likely spread from the 
fi replace they were using to 
keep warm. In Oregon, authori-
ties confi rmed Tuesday that four 
people died in the Portland area 
of carbon monoxide poisoning.

At least 13 children were 
treated for carbon monoxide 
poisoning at Cook Children’s 
Medical Center in Fort Worth 
and one parent died of the toxic 
fumes, hospital offi cials said.

100 million Americans brace 
for more cold, ice and snow

 By Paul J. Weber and Jill Bleed
Associated Press

Throughout Black History 
Month and beyond, we 

celebrate Black Joy. 
Its beauty. Its brilliance. Its variety. Its tenacity.  

Its resilience. Its ability to thrive despite everything.

The power of Black Joy truly knows no 
bounds...it’s a Joy Supreme.

Celebrate a Joy Supreme with us at  
aarp.org/nearyou
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In November 2018 on their 
way to the Diocese of Jackson, 
Mississippi, for the opening of 
Sister Thea Bowman’s cause for 
canonization, Franciscan Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration Marla 
Lang, Helen Elsbernd and Ei-
leen McKenzie had a chance 
encounter with Karla Mc-
Cullough, the executive director 
for Juanita Sims Doty Founda-
tion (JSDF).

That chance encounter at the 
airport led to the beginning of 
a relationship that today has 

resulted in a $600,000 FSPA 
investment in JSDF’s mission 
to disrupt the dehumanization 
cycle and empower black youth.

Together, this partnership will 
disrupt the dehumanization and 
racialized trauma of people of 
color at a systems level through 
communication, social justice, 
service and healing.

JSDF will continue its work 
of mentoring youths of color, 
particularly black youth, with 
an emphasis on service, justice 
and racial healing and expand 
its mission in community en-

gagement and areas of racial 
inequity.

Their goal is to disrupt sys-
tems by mentoring youth 
groups, developing curriculum, 
hosting community awareness 
workshops and conducting re-
search to identify best prac-
tices and solutions to disrupt 
dehumanization and racialized 
trauma

This partnership is moved to 
act now.

The year 2018 called the 
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration to declare a Revolu-

tion of Goodness by unveiling 
white privilege. The year 2020 
was one of ongoing civil un-
rest. They believe that the time 
to engage in further disruption 
is now. The ultimate goal is to 
have every person live in an an-
ti-racist world where oppression 
of any person does not exist.

Even though this project is 
initially focused in the state of 
Mississippi, the program ele-
ments are now replicable in 
time and space, especially since 
virtual meetings are now more 
prevalent than ever.

Program elements include:
• Four or more sisters deter-

mine a project for funding
• The Franciscan value of “re-

lationship” must be operative.
• Address broad global/na-

tional or local concerns.
• Recipient must be a non-

profi t organization.
About FSPA
Based in La Crosse, Wiscon-

sin, Franciscan Sisters of Per-
petual Adoration are women re-
ligiously engaged in furthering 
the work of the Catholic church 
and the Gospel. Their partners in 

ministry, including affi liates and 
prayer partners who join them 
in service of God’s mission. 
The sisters work in the United 
States and internationally in 
varied ministries, collaborating 
to minister in areas of greatest 
need, living the Gospel through 
contemplation and action.

About the Juanita Sims 
Doty Foundation

Located in Jackson, Missis-
sippi, JSDF was founded in 
2010 to improve individual lives 
through community engage-
ment, outreach and advocacy.

Spirit of Sister Thea Bowman connects 
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration

and Juanita Sims Doty Foundation
Relationship will work to empower black youth

Thank you to our Board of Education for your leadership 
and commitment to our students, staff and communities. We 
appreciate your efforts in leading us into the future. Thank you 
for all your dedication and hard work for our school district. We 
appreciate all the time you spend serving our board.

- Dr. Delesicia Martin, HCSD Superintendent of Education

Robbie Anderson 
is a native of 
Edwards, MS and 
a 1974 graduate 
of Alcorn State 
University with a 
bachelor’s degree 
in elementary 
education. She 
has over 26 years 
of experience in 
education.

In addition to serving District 2 as a board 
member and secretary, she has served as 
receptionist for the State of Mississippi House 
of Representatives and vice president of the 
Believers In Change Civic Club.

Anderson is a member of Ratliff Chapel M. 
B. Church in Edwards and she was empowered 
by her grandparents at an early age and was 
taught that “Knowledge is Power.”

Dr. Linda Laws, president - District 3
Linda Laws was born in Carpenter, MS and is a native of Utica, MS. Laws is a graduate of Hinds AHS, 

Alcorn State University and Mississippi State University with a Doctorate in Education/Leadership degree. Dr. 
Laws has over 32 years of educational experience.

In addition to serving District 3 as a board member and president, she has served as a teacher at Mixon 
Elementary, assistant principal at Mixon, principal at Edwards Attendant Center and Bolton-Edwards 
Elementary. Her other positions include, but are not limited to, testing, English language learners, technology 
and curriculum d irector with the HCSD. 

Laws is a member of Utica Institute Baptist Church. Hard work and determination are her hallmarks.

HCSD PRE-KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM ACCEPTING APPLICATION!

HINDS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
is accepting applications for its 2021-2022
FOUR YEAR OLD PRE-KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM
from February 15, 2021 through March 8, 2021

Applications are available at www.hinds.k12.ms.us,
or may be picked up at Bolton-Edwards Elementary/Middle School,
Utica Elementary/Middle School, Gary Road Elementary School,
Raymond Elementary School or

Kayla Banger – District 4
Banger is a native of Raymond, MS, where she graduated 

from Raymond High School in 2014. She is also a 2020 graduate 
of Belhaven University with a bachelor’s degree in healthcare 
administration. She is currently working on her master’s degree 
in professional communication with a concentration in public 
relations at Mississippi College. While being the newest member 
to the board, Banger has 5 years of post-secondary educational 
experience.

Banger represents District 4 and feels that serving on the school board allows her to be a 
leading factor in advancing the Hinds County School System.

Banger is a member of Belmont M.B. Church-Raymond and she believe that all students 
should have state-of-the-art technology tools and resources that will enhance their learning 
experience.

Carolyn Samuel, 
secretary – District 5

Carolyn Samuel is a native of Utica and a graduate of Hinds 
Agricultural High School, 1971 graduate of Utica Junior College, 
and a 1974 graduate of Alcorn State University with a bachelor’s 
degree in home economics. Samuel has over 35 years of 
experience in education.

In addition to serving District 5 as a board member, she has 
served children and families in Hinds County as a home economics teacher and girls basketball 
coach at Edwards Attendance Center, and a family dynamics teacher at Raymond High School.

Samuel is a life-long member of Morning Star M.B. Church and she lives by two mottos: “May 
the work I’ve done speak for me” and “Live and let live.”

HCSD celebrates School Board Recognition Month
Robbie Anderson - 

District 2

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

Mississippi Link Newswire



The Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Minority Health 
is observing Black History 
Month by hosting webinars 
and supporting projects that 
raise awareness regarding 
health disparities while pro-
viding viable solutions. 

On February 5, 2021, the 
Institute partnered with Al-
pha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc., Rho Lambda Omega 
Chapter to provide 140 cardi-
ac care kits to the University 
of Mississippi Medical Cen-
ter (UMMC) Heart Clinic. 

Scales, blood pressure 
monitors, medication orga-
nizers and other items were 
donated to cardiac patients 
for Pink Goes Red for Heart 
Health. Pink Goes Red for 
Heart Health is an Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Impact Day de-
signed to increase knowledge 
regarding cardiovascular dis-
ease in the black community.  

Sandra Melvin, CEO, In-
stitute for the Advancement 
of Minority Health, says 
projects like this are an im-
portant way to reduce racial 
health disparities. Accord-

ing to Healthy People 2020, 
a health disparity is a par-
ticular type of health differ-
ence that is closely linked 
with social, economic and/
or environmental disadvan-
tage. “In Mississippi, health 
disparities are signifi cantly 
worse for disadvantaged and 
underserved minority com-
munities,” stated Melvin. 
“African Americans are only 
37% of the state’s population 

but have the highest mortal-
ity rate due to heart disease, 
hypertension and stroke. Sup-
porting Pink Goes Red allows 
our agency to directly assist 
patients who are in need.”

Erica Flowers agrees with 
Melvin. “The kits contained 
so many helpful tools. We are 
super excited to utilize them 
to educate new and existing 
patients.”

Flowers, RN-Care coordi-

nator, UMMC, says the dona-
tions were a blessing. “Many 
patients are elderly, lack 
transportation or assistance 
from family. They forget to 
check their vitals. Without 
vitals and current weight, 
it’s diffi cult to make medica-
tion adjustments, so the blood 
pressure monitors and scales 
were so needed.”

The Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Minority Health 

and the Jackson Free Clinic 
recently hosted Bridging the 
Gap, a webinar that discussed 
the impact of health dispari-
ties on African Americans. 
“One of the forgotten pillars 
of the civil rights movement is 
the idea that access to health 
care is a right. It is important 
that we view health care as a 
civil right. As a community, 
we must understand how sys-
tematic racism impacts our 
health,” she added.

On February 25, 2021 at 
6:30 p.m., the Institute for 
the Advancement of Minor-
ity Health, the Jackson Free 
Clinic and the Student Medi-
cal Association, Inc., will 
host a virtual dialog, Rac-
ism is a Public Health Issue. 
Panelists will discuss health 
inequities, the COVID-19 
vaccine and other important 
issues that impact the well-
being of the African-Ameri-
can community.

The public is encouraged 
to register via http://bit.
ly/3oEmupu or to watch via 
Facebook at http://www.face-
book.com/advancingminori-
tyhealth.
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The Institute for the Advancement 
of Minority Health works to reduce 

cardiovascular disease health disparities
Special to The Mississippi Link

UMMC physicians and nurses were very appreciative of the donations for the heart patients.  

Sandra Melvin, CEO, Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Minority Health helps unload 
items for UMMC Heart patients. 

Maya Thompson, RN, UMMC, April Flow-
ers, RN, UMMC and Sandra Melvin, CEO, 
Institute for the Advancement of Minority 
Health, proudly display cardiac care kits for 
heart patients. The donation was in support 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority’s Pink Goes 
Red for Heart Health. 



The number of African 
Americans in Mississippi who 
have been vaccinated against 
the coronavirus has risen 
slightly in the past couple of 
weeks, although overall num-
bers of black residents getting 
vaccinations are still lagging 
far behind white Mississippi-
ans.

Around 20% of all of those 
in the state who have now re-
ceived the vaccine are black, 
according to the Department 
of Health. More than 70% are 
white.

On Feb. 2, only 17% of all 
residents that had been vac-
cinated in Mississippi were 
black.

The Department of Health’s 
Offi ce of Health Equity created 
a survey for black residents so 
offi cials can better understand 
some of the barriers to access 
within communities, State 
Health Offi cer Dr. Thomas 
Dobbs said.

“There’s a lot of black folks 
who don’t trust (the vaccine), 
and I don’t think it’s a sur-
prise,” Dobbs said last Friday 
during a virtual panel conduct-
ed by historically black Tou-
galoo College. “But I think we 
need to make sure we really do 
everything we can to provide 
that reassurance, answer those 
questions and understand, 
‘What are those foundational 
issues that lead to that lack of 
trust?’

Dobbs said one move that 
has been working is connect-
ing with community leaders in 
order to educate residents about 
the vaccine. In the black com-
munity, church leaders have 
been the most infl uential in 
building trust in the COVID-19 
vaccine, according to survey 
results.

“Several black churches have 
done really innovative work as 
far as getting people who don’t 
have internet access, getting 
their information and signing 
up for them by getting volun-
teers within their congrega-
tions,’’ Dobbs said. “It’s re-
ally been a beautiful thing to 
watch.’’

Community health centers 
have also been “a remarkable 
mechanism to reach under-
served communities,’’ Dobbs 
said.

More than 70% of all people 
receiving coronavirus vacci-
nations at federally qualifi ed 
community health centers and 
other clinics have been black, 
he said.

More than 306,900 people in 
Mississippi have now received 
the fi rst dose of the coronavirus 
vaccine and some 107,275 have 
received the fi rst and second 
dose, according to data from 
the State Department of Health.

People eligible to receive the 
coronavirus vaccine can make 
an appointment at COVIDvac-
cine.umc.edu or by calling the 
COVID-19 call center at 1-877-
978-6453.

A coronavirus variant fi rst 
identifi ed in England has been 
discovered for the fi rst time in 
Mississippi, state health offi -
cials said Monday.

One case of the variant was 
confi rmed during routine CO-
VID-19 testing, the Mississip-
pi State Department of Health 
said in a news release. Health 
offi cials said they’re not aware 
of any international travel or 
spread to contacts, but they are 
still investigating.

According to experts, the 

variants is known to spread 
more easily and quickly than 
other coronavirus variants.

State health offi cials are con-
tinuing to expand surveillance 
for variants of the virus and 
said it is likely that more cases 
will be identifi ed.

They urged people to wear a 
mask, observe social distanc-
ing, avoid large gatherings and 
wash their hands frequently. 
They also advised that anyone 
who is eligible should get vac-
cinated against the coronavi-
rus.

More than 10 years ago Wal-
greens launched its fi rst Ex-
pressions Challenge program to 
encourage teens to use creative 
arts as an outlet to manage some 
of life’s stressful circumstances 
and to guide students to make 
better life choices.

Offered only in Chicago and 
St. Louis, Walgreens worked 
with high school districts, 
teachers and guidance coun-
selors to promote the contest to 
students grades 9-12. This year, 
for the fi rst time ever, Expres-
sions is being offered nation-
ally.

Submissions are being ac-
cepted now through March 31, 
with 12 winners from three cat-
egories to be awarded $2,000 
each. Winners will be selected 
and announced in May 2021.

Formed in 2009, the Expres-
sions Challenge is a creative 
arts competiton in three cat-
egories, including visual arts, 
video production and spoken 
word. Teens are guided to use 
time spent working on their 
creations as outlets for express-
ing diffi culties they are facing. 
Students’ fi nished works often 
address a range of issues from 
bullying and self-image, to 
the rapid spread of HIV. Teens 
today still face these circum-
stances and more, and for many, 
their anxieties are compounded 
by the effects of COVID-19.

“Expressions was created for 
moments like these. Our coun-
try is dealing with the weight 
of a pandemic that has been so 
challenging that one can only 
imagine how young people 
must feel. Every year, Expres-

sions proves to be more reward-
ing than the previous year, and 
Walgreens is pleased to extend 
this support to teens at a time 
when our nation could use more 
compassion and healing,” said 
John Standley, president, Wal-
greens.

This year the program in-
cludes a Specialty Award cat-
egory for submissions that ex-
plore the impact of COVID-19. 
The lucky winner of this cat-
egory will receive $1,000 for 
the best entry that addresses 
the effects of the pandemic and 
the importance of getting vac-
cinated.

Coordinators for the Expres-
sions Challenge program will 
interact with schools and stu-
dents virtually through planned 
digital and social engagements. 

For more information and 

details about how to enter the 
Expressions Challenge, please 
visit the website at www.ex-
pressionschallenge.com. The 
Expressions Challenge is not 
open to Walgreens employees 
or teens of Walgreens employ-
ees.

Walgreens believes in sup-
porting and giving back to the 
communities it serves. In par-
ticular, the company has a long-
standing commitment to pro-
grams that empower youth and 
help them reach their full poten-
tial. The Expressions Challenge 
is just one of Walgreens many 
impactful Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility initiatives.

You can read more about 
Walgreens work with commu-
nities and young people on the 
CSR page of Walgreens Boots 
Alliance.

Election reform remains a sig-
nifi cant talking point in the wake 
of one of the most engaging elec-
tion cycles in U.S. history. The 
obstacles of 2020 forced numer-
ous election procedures and poli-
cies into the national spotlight, 
prompting states across the coun-
try to take a closer look at their 
overall election system.

While no election is perfect, 
Mississippians can take pride in 
knowing we conducted a clean, 
safe and fair 2020 General Elec-
tion. We saw the highest voter 
turnout in state history and cel-
ebrated more than 113,000 newly 
registered voters. This success is 
a testament to hardworking per-
sonnel across the state and our 
well-conceived elections process. 
However, there is always room 
for improvement, so now is the 
time to look to the future.

Quality elections begin with 
clean and accurate voter rolls. 
The implementation of online 
voter registration (OVR) is an ini-
tiative growing in popularity. As 
of right now, a paper application 
is the only way to register to vote 
in Mississippi. A local election 
offi cial or Department of Motor 
Vehicle (DMV) employee inputs 
the information into an online 
system by hand – opening the 

door for numerous user errors 
and potential voter fraud. OVR 
would take out the middleman 
and allow legal and qualifi ed in-
dividuals to input their informa-
tion into a safe and secure online 
system that would easily transfer 
data to our Statewide Elections 
Management System (SEMS). 
Security measures, such as en-
hanced signature verifi cation, 
voting in person for the fi rst time 
after registering online, and voter 
I.D. laws, would help ensure only 
eligible Mississippians register to 
vote. The data available from the 
40 or more states already utiliz-
ing some form of OVR prove its 
security, effi ciency and transpar-
ency.

Voter rolls are the foundation 
of any election system. Before we 
can begin discussions of altering 
voting options, we must ensure 
our foundation is accurate and 
trustworthy. Local election of-
fi cials are required to meet regu-
larly to update information and 
remove the names of all ineligible 
voters.

Historically, Mississippi voter 
rolls show counties with an av-
erage of 75-80% of their voting-
age population as active voters. 
As of February 2021, SEMS 
data shows 34 counties in the 
90% range, which is an arguably 
questionable percentage for some 

regions, and seven counties with 
more than 100%, which is factu-
ally incorrect.

Infl ated voter rolls can lead to 
fraudulent voting, which dilutes 
legally cast votes. It also leads to 
wasted taxpayer dollars as voter 
rolls are used to determine elec-
tion resources, such as paper bal-
lots, voting machines, and post-
age and letters regarding jury 
duty, among other expenses.

Members of our state legisla-
ture demonstrated their under-
standing of this issue by propos-
ing legislation (Senate Bill 2588 
and House Bill 4) to help main-
tain accurate voter rolls. Under 
this proposed legislation, election 
commissioners would send out a 
notice to any voter who did not 
vote in the previous three years, 
which must include two federal 
general elections. Once the voter 
receives the notice, he/she would 
have to do one of the following 
things to remain on the voter 
rolls: 1.) respond to the notice 
stating his/her address is correct, 
2.) vote once in the four years fol-
lowing, or 3.) update his/her voter 
registration information to refl ect 
a new address, which can eas-
ily be done in-person at the local 
Circuit Clerk’s Offi ce – or online 
at www.yallvote.ms. If the voter 
fails to respond in any way, the 
voter is moved to “purged status” 

on the voter rolls with the option 
of re-registering at any time.

Many will argue this method 
of enforcement is too aggres-
sive, but if you compare it to our 
current process, the changes are 
minimal, yet necessary, to the in-
tegrity of our overall election sys-
tem. Most importantly, who can 
argue against having accurate 
voter rolls?

Proof of citizenship is another 
process that could strengthen 
election security. Senate Bill 2016 
and House Bill 586 would autho-
rize election offi cials to compare 
the SEMS information with other 
offi cial government databases to 
ensure only U.S. citizens residing 
in Mississippi are registered to 
vote in our state. This bill, if it be-
comes law, will replace a current 
law on the books that has drawn 
a federal lawsuit. Our approach is 
both constitutional and effective, 
as witnessed by the same system 
being used in Tennessee.

Moving forward, the goal for 
every election offi cial, whether 
statewide or local, should be sim-
ilar. Mississippians deserve easy 
and accessible voter registration 
options, clean and accurate voter 
rolls, enhanced security mea-
sures that protect the integrity of 
each vote, and advanced trans-
parency of our overall elections 
process.
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Slightly more 
black residents 
getting COVID 
vaccinations

COVID variant
from England 
discovered

in Mississippi

Walgreens ‘Expressions’ creative 
art contest expands to high school 

students across the country
Program encourages teens to use creative expression 

as a means for coping with challenging situations

Election Reform: 
What’s best for Mississippi

By Leah Willingham
Associated Press

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

By Michael Watson
Secretary of State
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I was shocked to hear that we 
are less healthy today than we 
were 20 years ago. This study 
was done before COVID-19. 
These fi ndings were published 
in the American Journal of 
Medicine. We are living longer 
but we’re getting more serious 
diseases that are directly relat-
ed to our lifestyle. The World 
Health Organization gives 
Americans a C minus on their 
lifestyle habits.

The study researchers noted 
that Americans tend to believe 
that you only have to take a pill 
to compensate for a poor diet 
and lack of exercise.

I believe if we make some 
lifestyle changes we can get an 
“A+.” It will take some work, 
education and changes to im-
prove our lifestyle. If we don’t 
make these changes we’ll be 
looking at a failing grade next 
time.

You need to get smarter about 
your nutrition. For the average 
person a good diet will provide 
most of what your body needs 
in the way of nutrients. Choos-
ing healthy foods is part of a 
healthy lifestyle that can lower 
your risk of developing many 
chronic health problems such 

as diabetes, heart disease and 
obesity. Eating healthy can also 
help you to manage health con-
ditions, improve out comes and 
help you feel better mentally 
and physically.

For some people, a total 
change in diet may be neces-
sary to get in most of the nu-
trients they need to be healthy. 
With others, it’s a matter of 
adding a few foods to the diet. 
But, for most people trying to 
balance a diet means adding 

some foods to their diet while 
giving up others.

Depending on how motivat-
ed and disciplined a person is 
these changes may have to take 
place over a long period of time 
rather than all at once to insure 
they become lasting habits.

If you look up diet in the dic-
tionary you will fi nd a defi ni-
tion, which states; “diet (b) ha-
bitual course of feeding.” This 
habit of eating nutritious food 
should be your goal. 

Everyday you need:
2 servings of protein
4 to 6 servings of vegetables
3 to 6 servings of fruit 
2 to 4 servings of grain
2 servings of dairy products.
An active person needs about 

10 to 13 calories for every 
pound of body weight. 

Get creative with your exer-
cise. Exercise should be a part 
of everyone’s lifestyle male or 
female. Fitting an exercise rou-
tine into your lifestyle is not the 

easiest task in the world. There 
are plenty of excuses to keep 
you from working out.

If you have never worked out 
or you’re out of shape see your 
doctor to get approval to start a 
program. You have to work your 
way into a program gradually. 
If you’re coming back from a 
long lay off (over 6 weeks) due 
to an injury or similar reason 
you need to be very careful and 
follow your doctor’s orders.

Aerobic exercise primarily 
works the heart, lungs and cir-
culatory system. Aerobic work-
outs will also help you burn 
body fat if you do 30 minutes or 
more of continuous movement. 
It takes your body 20 minutes 
to switch to the fat burning 
stage during a workout. Try to 
get in at least 30 to 45 minutes 
of aerobic exercise everyday. 

Try to keep your aerobic 
workout under 60 minutes. 
This way you won’t overdo it 
and you’ll decrease your risk of 
injury due to repetitive stress. 
Thirty to 45 minutes is ideal, 
but you may have to start below 
10 minutes and increase your 
workout time gradually. 

You also need to do some 
toning and strength building 
exercises for a totally fi t body. 
Calisthenics, resistance training 

with weights or machines will 
strengthen and tone your body. 

Weight training for teens is 
a good way to help strengthen 
and shape the body, but there 
are some exercises they should 
avoid. If you’re under 18, you 
should never do heavy weight 
bearing exercises such as dead-
lifts, behind the neck presses, 
bent lateral raises, clean and 
jerk, standing toe raises and 
squats with weights on the 
back. These exercises place 
too much stress on the spine 
and joint areas because your 
bones are still growing and not 
completely fused. Your bones 
are not completely fused until 
about age 18.

If you have a chronic condi-
tion it doesn’t mean that you 
should turn into a couch potato. 
Ask your doctor about your 
limitations. Educate yourself 
about your condition. Join sup-
port groups. Visit the CDC, 
American Heart Association, 
American Diabetes Association 
or the American Cancer Society 
for good information. Facebook 
and other social media sites are 
not great places to get good in-
formation. 

Remember, there is no pill 
that can take charge of your 
health the way that you can.

The nation’s top public health 
agency Friday provided a road-
map for reopening schools in 
the middle of a pandemic, em-
phasizing mask wearing and 
social distancing and saying 
vaccination of teachers is im-
portant but not a prerequisite 
for reopening.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention announced 
the long-awaited update, but 
it cannot force schools to re-
open, and agency offi cials were 
careful to say they are not call-
ing for a mandate that all U.S. 
schools be reopened.

They said there is strong 
evidence now that in-person 
schooling can be done safely, 
especially at lower grade lev-
els, and the guidance is targeted 
at schools that teach kindergar-
ten up to 12th grade.

The agency also emphasized 
hand washing, disinfection of 
school facilities, diagnostic 
testing and contact tracing to 
fi nd new infections and sepa-
rate infected people from oth-
ers in a school.

The guidance was issued as 
President Joe Biden faces in-
creasing pressure to deliver on 
his promise to get the majority 
of schools back to in-person 
teaching by the end of his fi rst 
100 days in offi ce. The White 
House said this week that a na-
tional strategy would be guided 
by science.

There’s wide agreement that 
learning in the classroom is 
more effective and that stu-
dents can face isolation and 
learning setbacks at home. But 
teachers unions in some areas 
say schools have failed to make 

buildings safe enough to return.
CDC offi cials emphasized 

that in-person learning has not 
been identifi ed as a substantial 
driver of coronavirus spread 
in U.S. communities, and that 
transmission among students is 
now considered relatively rare.

The CDC also stressed that 
the safest way to open schools 
is by making sure there is as 
little disease in a community as 
possible. The agency urged lo-
cal offi cials to assess whether a 
bad outbreak is occurring in a 
community when making deci-
sions about sending adults and 
children in to schools.

The guidance included a 
color-coded chart, from blue to 
red, on assessing community 
spread, including rates of new 
cases per 100,000 people and 
the percentage of positive tests.

That said, high community 
transmission does not neces-
sarily mean schools cannot 
be open – especially those at 
the elementary level. If school 
mitigation measures are strictly 
followed, the risk of spread in 
the schools should still be low, 
the guidance suggests.

The document suggests that 
when things get risky, elemen-
tary schools can go hybrid, 
providing in-person instruction 
at least on some days, but that 
middle and high schools might 
go virtual.

Biden has been caught be-
tween competing interests as 
he works to get students in the 
classroom without spurning the 
powerful teachers unions that 
helped get him elected. Critics 
say he has bowed to unions in-
stead of taking more aggressive 
action on reopening.

Unlike former President 

Donald Trump, who pressured 
schools to open and blasted the 
CDC for issuing guidance that 
he said was impractical, Biden 
has kept his distance from the 
CDC as it works on recommen-
dations. Even after the CDC’s 
director recently said that vac-
cinations are not a prerequisite 
for reopening, the White House 
declined to take a fi rm stance 
on the question.

Getting students back in the 
classroom is seen as a key to 
getting parents back to work. 
As part of Biden’s coronavirus 
relief package, he’s calling for 
$130 billion to help schools up-
date buildings, buy protective 
gear and enact other recom-
mended safety measures.

Biden’s national strategy 
says the administration “will 
also work with states and lo-
cal school districts to support 
screening testing in schools, 
including working with states 
to ensure an adequate supply of 
test kits.’’

But the CDC guidance stops 
short of recommending testing, 
saying “Some schools may also 
elect to use screening testing as 
a strategy to identify cases and 
prevent secondary transmis-
sion.’’

Existing CDC guidelines en-
courage a variety of measures 
to fi ght COVID-19 in schools, 
including the use of masks in 
certain settings, along with so-
cial distancing, handwashing 
and regular cleaning.

Some education leaders, 
however, said that CDC guid-
ance provided under Trump 
did not go far enough and that 
information issued to schools 
was inconsistent. On masks, for 
example, it says face coverings 

are recommended if students 
cannot be spaced 6 feet apart, 
but with social distancing, it 
says masks “may be consid-
ered.’’

In the early days of the U.S. 
epidemic, some health experts 
worried that schools might be-
come cauldrons of coronavirus 
infection, with kids infecting 
each other and then spreading it 
to family members – as seems 
to be the case during cold and 
fl u season.

Those concerns were stoked 
by reports of an explosive out-
break in May at a high school 
in Israel, shortly after schools 
in that country reopened after a 
lockdown.

But with the economy reel-
ing after lockdowns of schools 
and businesses last spring, the 
Trump administration pushed 
hard for schools to reopen.

In July, Trump accused the 
CDC of “asking schools to 
do very impractical things’’ 
in order to reopen. Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos incor-
rectly said research showed 
there is no danger “in any way’’ 
if kids are in school, and Vice 
President Mike Pence promised 
that the CDC would issue new 
guidance.

The CDC did post revised 
documents late that month that 
kept many of its earlier recom-
mendations. But in response to 
reporters’ questions, CDC offi -
cials said that the decision on 
whether to send kids back to 
school really rested with par-
ents. The agency also posted an 
introductory document – writ-
ten by government offi cials 
outside the CDC – that stressed 
the potential risks of children 
not attending school.

The Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Minority 
Health is seeking participants 
for a tobacco usage focus 
group. Group participants 
must be African-American 
males eighteen years old or 
older and residents of MS 
Delta River Region.

The focus groups will be 
held virtually on the follow-
ing dates. 

• February 23 at 6 p.m.
• February 25 at 12 p.m. 
• March 4 at 4 p.m.
All participants will receive 

a $25 Visa gift card.
“Heart disease, cancer and 

stroke are the three lead-
ing causes of death among 
African-American males. To-
bacco use is a risk factor for 
each of these leading causes 
of death” said Dr. Sandra 
Melvin, CEO, Institute for 
the Advancement of Minority 
Health. “Through these focus 
groups., the Institute for the 
Advancement of Minority 

Health will obtain informa-
tion about messaging, knowl-
edge and awareness and 
tobacco use among African-
American males in the Mis-
sissippi Delta River Region.”

For more information con-
tact or to sign up for a focus 
group, contact Jordan Graves 
at jgraves@advancingmi-
norityhealth.org or Jackie 
Hawkins at DeltaCommuni-
tySolutions@outlook.com.

The Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Minority Health 
was established in 2019 to re-
duce health disparities among 
disadvantaged and under-
served minority populations 
in Mississippi through the 
development of collaborative 
partnerships with community 
stakeholders and the imple-
mentation of evidence-based 
public health interventions 
with a particular focus on 
health equity.  

To learn more about IAMH, 
visit http://www.minority-in-
stitute.org. 

Don’t wait for your doctor 
to make you well

CDC: Strong evidence in-person 
schooling can be done safely

Tobacco use
among African-

American males in the 
MS Delta River Region

 By Vince Faust 
Tips to Be Fit 

By Collin Binkley and Mike Stobbe
Associated Press

Special to The Mississippi Link



“Oh Lord! 
Please don’t let 
this truck back 
into me!” A few 
years ago, these 
were the words 
that I kept repeat-
ing as I watched 

helplessly as the white Ford truck 
in front of me struggled to gain 
traction on the icy/snowy street. 
The truck’s back wheels spun 
furiously and its cab shifted to 
the right as it tried to make it up 
the slight incline in the road. Al-
though I didn’t know who was 
driving the truck, I prayed that it 
would make it up the hill.

Even though it had taken me 
about 1 hour and 30 minutes to 
drive a distance that normally 
took me 25 minutes, I was thank-
ful that I was fi nally just a few 
minutes away from my house. 
After a few minutes of spinning 
its wheels, the truck was fi nally 
able to make it to the top and 
through the stop light. After wit-
nessing his struggle, I thought 
that I would have the same trou-
ble, but miraculously made it up 
the hill and through the traffi c 
light with no trouble.

I thought about this experience 
when, like many North Texans 
on this past Valentine’s Day, I 
was both pleased with and fear-
ful of the ice/snow that blanketed 
the area. I was pleased because 
it was beautiful to look at. Yet, I 
was also horrifi ed thinking about 
those who might be forced to 
drive in it.

I remembered back to the 2015 
snow storm when I was forced 
to drive on the snowy streets on 
my way home from work. The 
streets were very slick with snow 
and ice; there was no traction 
even for the largest vehicles like 
trucks and SUVs. One thing that 
did help with the icy road condi-
tions was the continuous treat-

ment of the roads with sand/salt/
brine that was designed to im-
prove traction.

The road treatment didn’t make 
the roads completely clear; only a 
gradual melting of the ice/snow 
as a result of warmer tempera-
tures would do that. However, the 
use of the salt/brine/sand mixture 
did improve the road conditions. 
I think one of the reasons why so 
many people did not get into acci-
dents during the wintry weather 
was that they followed the paths 
created in the slick streets by the 
sanding trucks. Similar things 
happen to us as part of our pro-
cess of Christian maturity.

Even though we remain com-
mitted to living a Christian life, 
sometimes we lose traction. We 
may suffer a series of disappoint-
ments, go through a season of 
discouragement or fall into sin, 
but we are still saved by the grace 
of God. Just like that truck that 
was slipping on the ice, we have 
temporarily slipped in our walks 
as Christians.

Psalms 85:13 says, “Righ-
teousness goes before him and 
prepares the way for his steps.”  
Walking down the path of righ-
teousness doesn’t mean that our 
lives will be trouble free. How-
ever, walking down the path of 
righteousness means that if we 
slip, we’ll be able to regain trac-
tion and get back on track. The 
Bible also says that Jehovah Nissi 
will go before us and prepare the 
way.

As Christians, we have to trust 
in God and have faith in His 
righteousness leading the way 
regardless of how the path looks.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author of 
“Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book of 
Prayers for Writers.” Email pre-
servedbypurpose@gmail.com 
or follow her on Twitter @she-
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C h r i s t i a n 
friend, we need 
to learn from 
things that have 
caused us prob-
lems in the past 
and quit allow-

ing them to come back.  Prov-
erbs 26:11 speaks of a dog 
returning to its own vomit. 
In other words, it has taken 
in again what made him sick. 
We may take a hog out of the 
mud hole, give it a bubble 
bath and put perfume all over 
it, but when we turn it loose, 
it will go back and wallow in 
the mud. Why? Its nature has 
not been changed.

When God saves us, He 

makes us a new creature. 
Yielding to temptation comes 
if we fail to stay strong spiri-
tually. Paul wrote in 2 Cor-
inthians 4:16, “Though our 
outward man perishes, yet the 
inward man is renewed day 
by day.”

Friend, it pays to be strong 
in the Lord. Many people have 
fallen by the wayside because 
they failed to resist the devil. 
Again, the Bible says to fl ee 
youthful lusts. To stay saved, 
we need to attend the church 
services as much as possible, 
study the Bible and pray.

God’s grace is given so 
that we can be victorious. 
His grace will not cause us to 
think of ourselves more high-
ly than we think of others. We 

can lose the grace of God.
Some people think they can 

lose out with God and then 
go back to God anytime they 
choose. However, it does not 
work that way. When we come 
to God in true repentance, we 
must be ready to make chang-
es in our lives. The grace of 
God is available only when 
we truly forsake all our sins. 
God will give us strength to 
overcome every problem, and 
the grace of God will be there 
to help us.

When the prodigal son 
came to himself and owned 
his true condition, he went 
back ready to be a servant. 
Some people go to the altar 
just because they have gotten 
caught, but they do not have 

godly sorrow. They will not 
receive the grace of God that 
way.

God hates disobedience, 
self-righteousness, and pride. 
He cut off the Jews because 
they would not accept His way 
and admit to their wrongs. He 
left their house desolate. If we 
do not do better, we will be 
cut off too.

Sinner friend, you must be 
willing to forsake all your 
sins to obtain God’s grace. 
May God help us!

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

Be strong 
in the Lord
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Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

Following after 
righteousness

 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
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OPINION

Sometimes in 
life, the picture is 
as clear as water. 
We know what we 
want, but it is not 
what we get. So, 
we are left frus-

trated and wanting.
Stating the truth and laying 

out the facts do not always get 
you the outcome you desire.

The second impeachment 
trial of former president Donald 
Trump began Feb. 9. If you re-
call, the fi rst impeachment trial 
ended in his favor.

The basis of this impeachment 
trial was the insurrection that 
occurred at our Capitol January 
6. Trump started it by calling 
people to Washington and then 
exhorting them to storm the U. 
S. Capitol.

Supporters of his were violent 
and it resulted in fi ve people dy-
ing and more than 140 people 
injured. This armed insurrection 
by Trump loyalists and zealots 
was more than this country had 
ever witnessed.

House Managers made a com-
pelling case to convict the for-
mer president. Video evidence 
showed him urging protestors 
to riot. Following his insistence, 
they did.

With that much visual evi-
dence, you would think a convic-
tion would follow. That would be 
in normal times. These are not 
normal times.

Proof and evidence did not 
mean much, at least during this 
Senate trial to convict Donald 
Trump. There were only seven 
senators who believed that evi-
dence mattered.

The majority of the Republi-
can senators sided with Trump. 
Was that surprising? No.

It has been well documented 
that he has a stronghold on the 
Republican Party. The Senate 
Republicans who sniff at his 
heels are simply afraid of him.

Bruce Castor and Michael 
van der Veen led the defense of 
Donald Trump. Their arguments 
were poor and puny. They did not 
have a case. The facts weighed 
against them and Trump was 
guilty as charged.

However, Castor said, “It 

is about cancelling 75 million 
Trump voters and criminaliz-
ing political viewpoints. It is the 
only existential issue before us. 
It asks for constitutional cancel 
culture to take over the United 
States Senate.”

Some may say the words were 
put together well. However, the 
sad reality was that there was 
an insurrection and Trump insti-
gated it.

Van der Veen said, “The presi-
dent’s remarks explicitly en-
couraged those in attendance at 
the rally to exercise their rights 
peacefully and patriotically.”

Mr. T’s lawyers had the facts 
wrong and were spreading false-
hoods throughout their defense 
of him. It was appalling to me 
that his defense team wallowed 
in lies. We know that you can’t 
defend the indefensible.

The former president had been 
setting the stage for months be-
fore the insurrection. Even then, 
he was talking about voter fraud 
and having the election stolen 
from him. Noah Feldman, pro-
fessor of law at Harvard Uni-
versity said as much on a recent 
CNN interview.

On Saturday, the Senate voted 
to acquit Trump by a vote of 57-
43. Seven Republican Senators 
brought their own guts and voted 
against him. They will end up on 
the right side of history. Those 
that voted for him will hide in 
a trough of lies and alternative 
truths.

They will return to their dis-
tricts having been bought for a 
few pieces of silver and 2 min-
utes of failed fame. They will be 
marked for life with the stain of 
ineptitude.

Don Lemon, CNN anchor 
said, “What a terrible legacy 
Donald Trump has left.” Amer-
ica agrees, at least those of us 
who know right from wrong.

The GOP has lost its direction. 
They are in a political wilder-
ness.

In my opinion, there might just 
be two Republican-type parties 
in the future. Neither will have 
any power.

Their demise and decay will 
be because of one man, Donald 
Trump. He was a former tele-
vision jock who fooled some 
Americans into believing he 
could be a U. S. president.

It took only one 
day, one inaugura-
tion, for the shift 
between pessi-
mism and opti-
mism. Just one 
day to anticipate 

new opportunities, new possibili-
ties. The skies opened up on the 
day that President Joe Biden and 
Vice-President Kamala Harris 
were inaugurated, and the sun of 
truth and light shone in.

I had a mixtape running through 
my brain. The Fifth Dimension, 
Let The Sun Shine In; Nina Sim-
one, Here Comes the Sun; Nina 
Simone, Young Gifted and Black; 
McFadden and Whitehead, Ain’t 
No Stopping Us Now. You could 
not have wiped the grin off my 
face if you had a Brillo pad.

The inauguration met my ex-

pectations. Biden spoke hope and 
reconciliation. Harris spoke his-
tory and healing. The highlight of 
the inauguration for me, though, 
was young Amanda Gorman, the 
Poet Laureate, at 22, the youngest 
poet laureate ever.

There have been many times in 
the last few years when I wished 
that Dr. Maya Angelou was alive. 
Sometimes it’s personal – I’d like 
her advice, her words, her sooth-
ing. Sometimes it’s political – I’d 
like to know what she thinks. But 
on Inauguration Day, I wanted her 
to see a brilliant young lady stand 
on her shoulders, to watch Gor-
man recite her poem ‘The Hill We 
Climb.’ It is a complex, hopeful, 
alliterative, and aspirational poem 
that declared that our country “is 
not broken but unfi nished.”

What shone through her appear-
ance was not only her bold words 
but also her shining presence. 

Nina Simone. To Be Young Gifted 
and Black.

While the substance of inaugu-
ration was most important, those 
of us who are fashionistas had 
plenty of eye candy. Jill Biden’s 
light blue outfi t. Kamala’s purple 
(a combination of blue and red), 
Michelle Obama’s bold maroon 
with a striking belt, and the mono-
chromatic look that many of the 
women rocked.

The presence of women, es-
pecially black women, was also 
notable. Minnesota senator Amy 
Klobuchar was part of the Presi-
dential Inauguration Committee 
(PIC) and opened the ceremony. 
Firefi ghter Andrea Hall spoke and 
signed the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Black girl magic was in the house. 
My mixtape is running through 
my head.

The symbolism was stunning, 
but it was far more critical that 

President Biden hit the ground 
running, and he did. He signed 17 
executive orders, reversing some 
of the most onerous declarations 
of his predecessor. He dissolved 
the 1776 Commission, an odious 
truth-erasing propaganda body 
charged with developing “patriotic 
education.” Replete with lies, pep-
pered with quotes by Dr. Martin 
Luther King and Abraham Lin-
coln, neither of whom would have 
cosigned the report, the previous 
administration had the utter au-
dacity to release this madness on 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday 
holiday; one of the fi nal slaps in the 
face from the deranged “leader.”

Hours before Biden offered his 
stirring and hopeful speech, the 
previous president, who defi ed 
precedent and declined to attend 
his successor’s inauguration, slunk 
out of Washington, designing his 
departure with a 21-gun salute and 

an exit on Air Force One. It was 
a pitiful party, sparsely attended 
and suffused with gloomy moods. 
The former president’s deputy 
press secretary, Hogan Gidley, 
described the departing ceremony 
as “a funeral” and said, “In many 
ways, the country died.” No, Ho-
gan, the country was reborn with 
hope and joy, and a commitment 
to turn the hope and enjoyment of 
the inauguration into a reality

What a difference a day makes. 
We have gone from a history-
denying administration into a 
history-affi rming one. We have 
moved from an administration 
that attacked workers and the en-
vironment to an administration 
that fi ghts for them. To be sure, 
the Biden-Harris administration 
is walking a legislatively narrow 
tightrope, with a narrow margin 
in the House of Representatives 
and just a one-vote margin in the 

Senate.
Suppose Biden can work the 

bipartisan magic he promised to 
attempt. In that case, there will be 
more vaccines into arms and more 
relief for those whose economic 
status has been impacted by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

These early days of the Biden-
Harris administration are hopeful, 
inspirational days. They must also 
be workdays. There is much that 
must be done, many obstacles to 
clear.

The previous administration 
did lots to cement their gains with 
last-minute executive orders and 
appointments. Many of these ob-
stacles can be removed. 

The Biden-Harris team has, so 
far, been productive and resilient. 
They must continue that relent-
lessness moving forward.

What a difference a day makes. 
Oh, happy day!

The futility of the Trump 
impeachment trial

The futility of the Trump impeachment trial

When we look 
at the diversity of 
the people who 
attacked the capi-
tol on January 
6, most of us are 
surprised to fi nd 

that at least 57 of those assault-
ing the building were elected of-
fi cials in their home states and 
cities. These are people who have 
lived, worked and participated 
in “Democracy” as we know it. 
These people and the thousands 
of others who join them, refuse to 
acknowledge an election run and 
won according to our own consti-
tutional mandates. These people 
and the “White Nationalist” who 
believe that America only be-
longs to its “white” citizens, who 
live and have lived according to 

“white privilege” ignoring the 
words of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence which says:

“We hold these truths to be self 
evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain un-
alienable rights, that among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. That to secure these 
rights governments are estab-
lished among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of 
the governed.”

It appears that a growing num-
ber of Amercans believe that the 
words of this document only ap-
ply to them in terms of the idea 
of being equal. It appears that 
many of our white citizens who 
are the far right extremists who 
follow Donald Trump believe the 
inscription written on the barn-
yard door in the novel, “Animal 
Farm.” The fi ctitious account of 

animals taking over and running 
the farm carries an example of 
the pigs taking over and exercis-
ing more power and infl uence 
than the other animals. When 
questioned about this usurpation 
of power, the pigs wrote the fol-
lowing words on the barnyard 
door:

All animals are equal, but 
some animals are more equal 
than others.

Clearly the concept of Democ-
racy has become too inclusive in 
America. The idea of equality 
now includes too many black, 
brown, Asian and other immi-
grant groups. Those rising to the 
levels of elected leadership come 
from these groups. Power is no 
longer all “white” in America, 
and “white” people who have a 
universal history of taking what 
they want from others rather than 
sharing, now feel that violence is 

necessary because government 
as they intended it is now serving 
those who were intended to serve 
them (whites).

Democracy was intended to 
acknowledge that all men are cre-
ated equal and not that some are 
more equal than others.

African Americans need to 
pay particular attention to these 
issues because we are the ones 
being most affected at every turn 
by this war on equality. This is a 
war that never lets up, even after 
the passage of the 13, 14, and 15th 
amendments to the U.S. Consti-
tution.

We must now come together, as 
others have done and are doing, 
if we are to survive. America no 
longer has the moral compass that 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. knew. 
We have the knowledge and tools 
to win this battle. The only thing 
in our way is “us.”

Any effort to 
deem a single 
individual as 
the greatest 
in any profes-
sion, with the 
exceptions of 

Muhammad Ali and Michael 
Jordan, is likely to be met 
with considerable pushback. 
Anyone who has taken mu-
sic appreciation, or a simi-
lar course while in school, 
certainly remembers names 
like Bernstein, Beethoven, 
Brahms and Bach having 
been proclaimed either the 
greatest, or one of the great-
est musicians of all time.

Although black Ameri-
can journalist and historian 
Carter G. Woodson set the 
foundation for Black His-
tory Month in 1926; it took 
fi fty years before President 
Gerald Ford, during the U.S. 
Bicentennial observation in 
1976, encouraged Americans 
to offi cially use the month 
of February to pay respect 
to the historically neglected 
achievements of black Amer-
icans throughout the previous 
two hundred years.

Woodson selected the 
month of February to pay 
homage to two of his most 
admired people, George 
Washington and Frederick 
Douglas who were born in 
February. Although President 
Ford’s proclamation certainly 
had irrefutable value, it was 
structured in a better late 
than never framework. 

With that in mind, it is ap-
propriate this recognition of 
Quincy Delight Jones is bet-
ter now than later. Quincy 
was born in 1933 in Chicago, 
Illinois during The Great 
Depression, the most nega-
tively devastating economic 
decline, at the time, in the 
history of the industrialized 
world. Unsurprisingly, Af-
rican Americans endured 
far more misery during The 
Great Depression than other 
groups. They experienced 
greater unemployment and 
loss of homes and businesses.

Adding to the severe eco-
nomic hurdles confronted by 
his family, Quincy’s mother 
was institutionalized with 
mental illness and he and his 

younger brother were raised 
by their single father. 

Despite what appeared to 
be insurmountable obstacles, 
Quincy graduated from high 
school and studied music at 
Boston’s Berklee College of 
Music, where he mastered 
multiple instruments. His 
dedication, virtuosity and 
unmatched skill soon be-
came apparent. He steadily 
worked towards perfection, 
becoming a composer, music 
producer, trumpeter, music 
arranger and television pro-
ducer.

He is still active at age 87, 
with a career spanning more 
than sixty years. His musical 
arrangements touched people 
worldwide across political 
and social spectrums, often 
giving meaning to previously 
undefi nable emotions.

Quincy worked with and 
shaped the careers of people 
like Michael Jackson, Aretha 
Franklin, Diana Ross, Count 
Basie and Ray Charles. He 
has worked with rappers, 
hip-hop artists and countless 
other giants across the U.S. 
music spectrum and glob-
ally. His wide-ranging body 
of work spans nearly every 
musical genre.

What makes Quincy Jones 
the greatest musician ever is 
the following list of awards 
and achievements, unmatched 
by any other musician: 

• 80 Grammy Award Nom-
inations

• 28 Grammy Awards Won
• 1,000 Original Musical 

Compositions
• 300 Record Albums
• 50 Film & Television Mu-

sic Scores
• 2900 Songs Recorded.
Jones is particularly proud 

of his involvement in arrang-
ing the 2016 opening of the 
Smithsonian National Mu-
seum of African American 
History and Culture in Wash-
ington.

Democracy and 
white privilege

Quincy Jones: 
Tribute to a 

living musiucal 
genius

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

 By Dr. John Warren
San Diego Voice and 
Viewpoint/NNPA Member By Leon Williams

Contributing Writer

 By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

Jones
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 
ZONING CASE NO. 4116

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at 
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any 
way affected thereby, that Alltel Communications, d/b/a Verizon Wireless has 
fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application request-
ing a Use Permit to construct a wireless commercial communications tower 
facility within a R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District for property located 
at Parcel 830-80-2 on TV Road in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in Hinds County, Mississippi, 
and being 4.97 acres within the lands of Fountain Real Estate, L.P., as re-
corded in Deed Book 4392 page 142, and being further located in Lot 18 of 
Saunders Farm Subdivision, as recorded in Plat Book 2 Page 107, Hinds 
County records, and being more particularly described as follows:

BEGINNING at a ½-inch rebar found on the northerly right-of-way line of TV 
Road (having a 60-foot right-of-way), said rebar marking the southeast cor-
ner of said Fountain Real Estate lands; Thence running along said northerly 
right-of-way line, North 89°59’54” West, 399.93 feet to the southwest corner 
of said Lot 18; Thence leaving said right-of-way line and running along the 
west line of Lot 18 (said line also being the west line of a 15-foot wide sewer 
easement), North 00°00’06” East, 541.23 feet to a point; Thence leaving said 
west line of Lot 18 and running, South 89°59’54” East, 399.93 feet to a bent 
1-inch open top pipe found; Thence, South 00°00’06” West, 541.23 feet to 
a ½-inch rebar found on the northerly right-of-way line of TV Road and the 
POINT OF BEGINNING. 

Bearings based on Mississippi Grid North, NAD83, West Zone.

Said tract contains 4.97 acres (216,455 square feet), more or less and was 
compiled using tax maps and deed descriptions. This description does not 
constitute a subdivision and is intended for zoning purposes only.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
February 24, 2021, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO THE WEAR-
ING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRI-
OR TO FEBRUARY 17, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of January 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2-4-2021, 2-18-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2021-02 Access Point Replacements

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time), March 09, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by 
emailing adevans@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents 
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at 
www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 
39201. 

2-11-2021, 2-18-2021

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes gov-
erning the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be 
sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

1994 TOYT UDX  Vin # 1NXAE09B1RZ208688
Registered to:  Roach Wanda         
New South Federal Savings Bank, Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  Feb.. 26, 2021

Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, 
MS 39213
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids.  
Time: 10:00 A.M.

2-11-2021, 2-18-2021, 2-25-2021

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes gov-
erning the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be 
sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2013 Niss Rogue Sport Utility Vehicle Vin # JN8AS5MT4DW552303
Registered to:  Allen Bernard                
Americredit Financial Services, Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  Feb.. 26, 2021

Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, 
MS 39213
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids.

Time: 10:00 A.M.

2-11-2021, 2-18-2021, 2-25-2021

LEGAL

ANNOUNCEMENT:  

The 2021 City of Jackson, Municipal Election Poll workers training, will be held 
at the   City of Jackson Police Training Academy located at 3000 St. Charles 
Street, Jackson Mississippi.  Listed below are the following dates and times of 
the training classes:

March 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th & 27th   

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

March 6th - 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. 

2-18-2021

LEGAL

Electronic Bidding 
Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3166 Boyd Elementary School Restroom Renovations

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) March 24, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project for Boyd 
Elementary School Restroom Renovations will be held at Boyd Elementary 
School, 4531 Broadmeadow St, on Thursday, March 11, 2021 at 2:00 P.M. At-
tendance at the pre-bid conference is not mandatory but strongly encouraged. 
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive 
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve 
calendar days from the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdm-
sprojects.com. A $100.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on each 
printed set of bid specs/documents. A $100.00 Nonrefundable deposit shall be 
required on each digital PDF set of bid specs/documents. Documents must be 
purchased through the website. All plan holders are required to have a valid 
email address for registration. Questions regarding website registration and 
online orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tu-
pelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please 
contact Jennifer Seymour at Eley Guild Hardy,Phone: 228-594-2323 or Email: 
jseymour@egh.ms.
  
Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 
39201.

2-18-2021, 2-25-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2021 AT 12:00 NOON IN 
THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WAR-
REN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MIS-
SISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
     A. NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2021-05, REQUESTED BY: MICHELLE ENGLER TO UP-
DATE THE CURRENT CRASHED ROCK DRIVEWAY WITH NEW 
LIMESTONE AND TO CONSTRUCT AN 8FT TALL GOOD NEIGHBOR 
WOODEN FENCE TO THE PROPERTY AT 1011 HARDING ST. LOCAT-
ED IN THE BELHAVEN HEIGHTS HISTORICAL DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2021-06, REQUESTED BY: JOHN WOFFORD TO REPLACE 
THE DAMAGED WOOD SIDING ON FRONT HOUSE WITH SIMILAR 
WOOD AND REPAINT TO EXISTING COLOR; TO ADD SHUTTERS TO 
FRONT SIDE OF HOUSE; AND TO MODIFY AND REPAIR GARAGE 
AT 1723 PEACHTREE ST. LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORICAL 
DISTRICT.

3. CASE NO. 2021-07, REQUESTED BY: HULON CARR TO KEEP THE 
NEWLY ADDED AWNING ON THE FRONT WINDOW TO PROTECT 
WINDOWS FROM MOISTURE AND SUN AT 1168/1170 QUINN ST. LO-
CATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORICAL DISTRICT.

4. CASE NO. 2021-08, REQUESTED BY: MARC ROWE TO REHAB THE 
HOUSE AT 111 E. CHURCH ST. LOCATED IN THE FARISH HISTORI-
CAL DISTRICT.

5. CASE NO. 2021-09, REQUESTED BY: MARC ROWE TO REHAB THE 
HOUSE AT 117 E. CHURCH ST. LOCATED IN THE FARISH HISTORI-
CAL DISTRICT.

6. CASE NO. 2021-10, REQUESTED BY: MARC ROWE TO REHAB THE 
HOUSE AT 134 E. CHURCH ST. LOCATED IN THE FARISH HISTORI-
CAL DISTRICT.

7. CASE NO. 2021-11, REQUESTED BY: MARC ROWE TO REHAB THE 
HOUSE AT 136 E. CHURCH ST. LOCATED IN THE FARISH HISTORI-
CAL DISTRICT.

II. OTHER ITEMS
1. ADMINISTRATIVELY APPROVED COAS

III.  ADJOURN

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFE-
TY, AND WELFARE, COMMISSIONERS AND APPLICANTS WILL ATTEND 
THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  MEMBERS OF THE PUB-
LIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING BZHAO@
JACKSONMS.GOV TO REGISTER PRIOR TO MARCH 3, 2021.

2-18-2021, 2-25-2021

LEGAL

Electronic Bidding 
Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3167 Smith Elementary School Renovations 
Bid 3168 Sykes Elementary School Renovations

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) March 26, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the Smith Elemen-
tary School Renovations project will be held at 3900 Parkway Avenue, Jack-
son, MS 39213, Monday, March 08, 2021 at 2:00 P.M. A Pre-Bid Conference 
concerning the Sykes Elementary School Renovations project will be held at 
3555 Simpson Street, Jackson, MS 39212, Wednesday, March 10, 2021 at 
2:00 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is not mandatory but strongly 
encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdm-
sprojects.com. A $ 150.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on each 
printed set of bid specs/documents. A $100.00 Nonrefundable deposit shall be 
required on each digital PDF set of bid specs/documents. Documents must be 
purchased through the website. All plan holders are required to have a valid 
email address for registration. Questions regarding website registration and 
online orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, 
MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please contact 
Joseph Crain at Eley Guild Hardy Architects, Phone: 228-594-2323, or Email: 
jcrain@egh.ms.

Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m. 
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open, 
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS 
39201.

2-18-2021, 2-25-2021

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes gov-
erning the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be 
sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

1999 Niss Frontion Vin # 1N6ED26YXXC343861
Registered to:  Harold D. Johnson      
Matthew B. Regan, Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  Feb.. 26, 2021

Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, 
MS 39213
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids. 

Time: 10:00 A.M.

2-11-2021, 2-18-2021, 2-25-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS 
TO THE CITY OF JACKSON ZONING ORDINANCE

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
anywise affected thereby, that the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, will 
be conducting a public hearing on proposed text amendments to the City of 
Jackson Offi cial Zoning Ordinance as adopted on May 29, 1974 and subse-
quently amended. 

Amendments to the text of the Zoning ordinance are intended to provide for a 
more effi cient Zoning Ordinance and establish more effective zoning regula-
tions for each of the zoning districts.   Copies of the proposed text amend-
ments will be available for review at the Offi ce of City Planning 200 S Presi-
dent Street, Suite 204, Jackson, and MS 39201.  For additional information 
please submit an email to eainsworth@city.jackson.ms.us. 

The said proposed text amendments will be heard at the City Planning Board 
Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. 
Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., 
on Wednesday, February 24, 2021 at which time all parties interested in or 
affected thereby will be heard after which a record will be established upon 
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person own-
ing property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City 
Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration 
thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the 
Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TEL-
CONFERENECE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS TO WEARING 
OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS.  MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE\VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR 
TO FEBRUARY 17, 2021. 

WITNESS my signature this the 28th day of January 28, 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2-4-2021, 2-18-2021
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 
ZONING CASE NO. 4115

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of 
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to 
all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that TQL Holdings, LLC and The Quarter 
Lakeland, LLC have fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application request-
ing a Rezoning of the ancillary and adjacent parcels from C-2 (Limited) Commercial District to C-3 
(General) Commercial District to provide for consistent zoning for the entire development (“The 
Quarter”) for the property located on 1830 (Parcel 590-22-13) & 0 Crane Ridge Drive (Parcels 
590-22-4, 590-105 & 590-22-15) described as:

TRACT 1: 
SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF HINDS, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND BEING SITUATED IN GOVERNMENT LOT 4, SECTION 30, 
T6N-R2E, CITY OF JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AND BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGIN AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THAT CERTAIN PARCEL OF PROPERTY AS DE-
SCRIBED IN A DEED OF TRUST, EXECUTED BY LORBRIDGE, INC., AS RECORDED IN 
DEED BOOK 1979 AT PAGE 91, ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHAN-
CERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI; SAID POINT OF BEGINNING 
BEING 600 FEET SOUTH AND 800 FEET EAST OF THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
AFORESAID GOVERNMENT LOT 4; RUN THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 00 
SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 239.73 FEET TO AN EXISTING IRON PIN ON THE 
NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE (AS NOW LAID OUT AND IM-
PROVED); RUN THENCE SOUTH 82 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 25 SECONDS WEST ALONG 
SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 154.89 
FEET TO A POINT ON THE EAST EDGE OF A CONCRETE DRIVE; LEAVING SAID NORTH 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE, RUN THENCE NORTH 15 DEGREES 40 
MINUTES 34 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID EAST EDGE OF A CONCRETE DRIVE FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 6.84 FEET; RUN THENCE NORTH 10 DEGREES 11 MINUTES 01 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG SAID EAST EDGE OF A CONCRETE DRIVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 70.46 FEET 
TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA; LEAVING SAID EAST 
EDGE OF A CONCRETE DRIVE, RUN THENCE NORTH 81 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 49 SEC-
ONDS EAST ALONG SAID SOUTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 84.69 FEET TO A POINT; LEAVING SAID SOUTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARK-
ING AREA, RUN THENCE NORTH 09 DEGREES 15 MINUTES 20 SECONDS WEST ALONG 
THE EAST EDGE OF SAID CONCRETE PARKING AREA FOR A DISTANCE OF 60.51 FEET 
TO A POINT; LEAVING SAID EAST EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING _AREA, RUN THENCE 
SOUTH 81 DEGREES 41 MINUTES 53 SECONDS WEST ALONG THE NORTH EDGE OF 
SAID CONCRETE PARKING AREA FOR A DISTANCE OF 20.59 FEET TO A POINT ON THE 
EAST LINE OF LOT 5, CRANE RIDGE PROFESSIONAL QUARTERS, A SUBDIVISION AC-
CORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF, ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE AFORE-
SAID CHANCERY CLERK’S OFFICE, AS NOW RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 37 AT PAGE 2; 
LEAVING SAID NORTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA, RUN THENCE NORTH 00 
DEGREES 40 MINUTES 0O SECONDS EAST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 5, 
CRANE RIDGE PROFESSIONAL QUARTERS FOR A DISTANCE OF 73.11 FEET TO THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER THEREOF: RUN THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 19 MINUTES 57 
SECONDS WEST ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 5, LOT 4 AND LOT 3 OF SAID 
CRANE RIDGE PROFESSIONAL QUARTERS FOR A DISTANCE OF 128.00 FEET TO AN 
EXISTING 1/2 IRON PIN; LEAVING SAID NORTH LINE OF LOT 3, CRANE RIDGE PROFES-
SIONAL QUARTERS, RUN THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 40 MINUTES 00 SECONDS 
WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 96.41 FEET TO AN EXISTING IRON PIN; SAID POINT ALSO 
BEING ON THE WEST EDGE OF THE AFORESAID CONCRETE PARKING AREA; RUN 
THENCE SOUTH 09 DEGREES 16 MINUTES 36 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID WEST 
EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA FOR A DISTANCE OF 58.32 FEET TO A POINT; 
LEAVING SAID WEST EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA, RUN THENCE NORTH 81 
DEGREES 09 MINUTES 09 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE SOUTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE 
PARKING AREA FOR A DISTANCE OF 40.74 FEET TO A POINT ON THE WEST EDGE OF 
SAID CONCRETE DRIVE; LEAVING SAID SOUTH EDGE OF A CONCRETE PARKING AREA, 
RUN THENCE SOUTH 10 DEGREES 11 MINUTES 35 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID WEST 
EDGE OF A CONCRETE DRIVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 70.26 FEET; RUN THENCE SOUTH 04 
DEGREES 53 MINUTES 48 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID WEST EDGE OF A CONCRETE 
PARKING AREA FOR A DISTANCE OF 6.61 FEET TO A POINT ON THE AFORESAID NORTH 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE; SAID POINT ALSO BEING ON THE ARC OF 
A 14.0086 DEGREE CURVE BEARING TO THE LEFT HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 11 
DEGREES 42 MINUTES 03 SECONDS AND A RADIUS OF 409.00 FEET; RUN THENCE 
ALONG SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE AND ALONG THE 
ARC OF SAID CURVE AN ARC LENGTH OF 83.52 FEET TO AN EXISTING IRON PIN; SAID 
CURVE HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 74 DEGREES 13 MINUTES 18 SECONDS 
WEST AND A CHORD DISTANCE OF 83.38 FEET; LEAVING SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF CRANE RIDGE DRIVE, RUN THENCE NORTH 07 DEGREES 10 MINUTES 00 SEC-
ONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 57.79 FEET TO A POINT ON THE CENTERLINE OF A 
MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY 200 FOOT WIDE EASEMENT AS DESCRIBED 
IN DEED RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 910 AT PAGE 597, ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE 
AFORESAID CHANCERY CLERK’S OFFICE; RUN THENCE SOUTH 82 DEGREES 49 MIN-
UTES 11 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID CENTERLINE OF A MISSISSIPPI POWER AND 
LIGHT COMPANY EASEMENT FOR A DISTANCE OF 240.28 FEET TO A POINT; RUN 
THENCE NORTH 06 DEGREES 18 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID CENTER-
LINE OF A MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY EASEMENT FOR A DISTANCE OF 
267.84 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH LINE OF THE MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT 
COMPANY PROPERTY AS DESCRIBED IN DEED RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 868 AT PAGE 
144, ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE AFORESAID CHANCERY CLERK’S OFFICE; LEAV-
ING SAID CENTERLINE OF A MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY EASEMENT, 
RUN THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 20 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID 
SOUTH LINE OF THE MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PROPERTY FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 193.61 FEET TO A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE OF LOT 1, CRANE RIDGE SUB-
DIVISION, A SUBDIVISION ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF, ON FILE AND OF 
RECORD IN THE AFORESAID CHANCERY CLERK’S OFFICE, AS NOW RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 30 AT PAGE 27; SAID POINT ALSO BEING ON THE EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 
OF RIDGEWOOD ROAD (AS NOW LAID OUT AND IMPROVED); LEAVING SAID NORTH 
LINE OF LOT 1, CRANE RIDGE SUBDIVISION AND SAID SOUTH LINE OF THE MISSISSIPPI 
POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PROPERTY, RUN THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 12 MIN-
UTES 00 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF RIDGEWOOD 
ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 245.52 FEET; LEAVING SAID EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
RIDGEWOOD ROAD, RUN THENCE EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 330.00 FEET TO A POINT 
ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PROPERTY; 
RUN THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE EAST 
LINE OF SAID MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PROPERTY FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 253.42 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE 
HIGHWAY 25 AS NOW LAID OUT AND IMPROVED); SAID POINT ALSO BEING IN THE ARC 
OF A 0.50529 DEGREE CURVE BEARING TO THE RIGHT HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 
00 DEGREES 05 MINUTES 04 SECONDS AND A RADIUS OF 11,339.16 FEET; LEAVING SAID 
EAST LINE OF THE MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY PROPERTY, RUN THENCE 
ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25 AND 
ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE AN ARC LENGTH OF 16.73 FEET; SAID CURVE HAVING 
A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 83 DEGREES 25 MINUTES 09 SECONDS EAST AND A 
CHORD DISTANCE OF 16.73 FEET; RUN THENCE NORTH 07 DEGREES 15 MINUTES 00 
SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGH-
WAY 25 FOR A DISTANCE OF 20.00 FEET TO THE ORIGINAL SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 
OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25; SAID POINT ALSO BEING IN THE ARC OF A 0.50440 
DEGREE CURVE BEARING TO THE RIGHT HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 00 DEGREES 
53 MINUTES 36 SECONDS AND A RADIUS OF 11,359.16 FEET; RUN THENCE ALONG SAID 
ORIGINAL SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25 AND ALONG 
THE ARC OF SAID CURVE AN ARC LENGTH OF 177.10 FEET TO THE POINT OF TANGEN-
CY OF SAID CURVE; SAID CURVE HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 82 DEGREES 
55 MINUTES 45 SECONDS EAST AND A CHORD DISTANCE OF 177.10 FEET; RUN THENCE 
SOUTH 55 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 56 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID ORIGINAL SOUTH 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25 FOR A DISTANCE OF 110.83 
FEET TO THE POINT CURVATURE OF A 0.50663 DEGREE CURVE BEARING TO THE RIGHT 
HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 00 DEGREES 34 MINUTES 53 SECONDS AND A RADIUS 
OF 11,309.16 FEET; RUN THENCE ALONG SAID ORIGINAL SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25 AND ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE AN ARC LENGTH 
OF 114.76 FEET; SAID CURVE HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 81 DEGREES 41 
MINUTES 31 SECONDS EAST AND A CHORD DISTANCE OF 114.76 FEET; LEAVING SAID 
ORIGINAL SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY 25 AND THE 
ARC OF SAID CURVE, RUN THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 00 SECONDS 
WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 424.07 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 
8.829 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

LESS AND EXCEPT THE FOLLOWING TWO PARCELS IDENTIFIED AS PARCEL 2 AND PAR-
CEL 3:

Parcel 2
A certain parcel of land being a part of the North ½ of Government Lot 4 being situated in Sec-
tion 30, T6N-R2E in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows:
Commence at the Southeast corner of Lot 5, Crane Ridge Professional Quarters, a subdivision 
according to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 37 at Page 2; said point 
also being the Southwest corner of Lot 6 of said  Crane Ridge Professional Quarters; run thence 
South 00 degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 47.93 feet to a painted dot 
marking the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land herein described; from said POINT 
OF BEGINNING, continue thence South 00 degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance 
of  78.53 feet to a set ½” iron pin on the North right-of-way line of Crane Ridge Drive; run thence 
South 82 degrees 12 minutes 25 seconds West along said North right-of-way line of Crane Ridge 
Drive for a distance of 38.10 feet to an existing painted dot; leaving said North right-of-way line of 
Crane Ridge Drive, run thence  North 15 degrees 40 minutes 34 seconds West for a distance of 
6.84 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence North 10 degrees 11 minutes 01 seconds West 
for a distance of 70.46 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence North 81 degrees 39 minutes 
49 seconds East for a distance of 53.54 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 3,569.6 
square feet, more or less.

Parcel 3
A certain parcel of land being a part of the North ½ of Government Lot 4 being situated in Sec-
tion 30, T6N-R2E in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows:
Begin at Southeast corner of Lot 5, Crane Ridge Professional Quarters, a subdivision accord-
ing to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 37 at Page 2; said point also being 
the Southwest corner of Lot 6 of said  Crane Ridge Professional Quarters; from said POINT OF 
BEGINNING, run thence South 00 degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 47.93 
feet to a painted dot; run thence South 81 degrees 39 minutes 49 seconds West for  a distance of 
53.54 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence South 10 degrees 11 minutes 01 seconds East 
for a distance of 70.46 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence South 15 degrees 40 minutes 34 
seconds East for a distance of 6.84 feet to an existing painted dot on the North right-of-way line of 
Crane Ridge Drive; run thence South 82 degrees 12 minutes 25 seconds West along said North 
right-of-way line of Crane Ridge Drive for a distance of 21.84 feet to an existing painted dot mark-
ing the Point of Curvature of a 14.0086 degree curve bearing to the left having a central angle of 
01 degrees 35 minutes 24 seconds and a radius of 409.00 feet; run thence southwesterly along 
said North right-of-way line of Crane Ridge Drive and along the arc of said curve an arc length 
of 5.28 feet to an existing painted dot; said curve having a chord bearing of South 79 degrees 

59 minutes 22 seconds West and a chord distance of 5.28 feet; leaving said North right-of-way 
line of Crane Ridge Drive and the arc of said curve, run thence North 04 degrees 53 minutes 48 
seconds West for a distance of 6.61 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence North 10 degrees 
11 minutes 35 seconds West for a distance of 18.50 feet to a painted dot; run thence North 00 
degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds East for a distance of 102.06 feet to an existing painted dot;  run 
thence North 82 degrees 49 minutes 25 seconds East for a distance of 69.26 feet to the POINT 
OF BEGINNING, containing 5,075.7 square feet, more or less.

TRACT 2:
Lot 4 and 1.0 feet off the East side of Lot 3, CRANE RIDGE PROFESSIONAL QUARTERS, a 
subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 37 at Page 2, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

TRACT 3:
Parcel 1
A certain parcel of land being part of Lot 6, Crane Ridge Professional Quarters, a subdivision ac-
cording to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 37 at Page 2 and also being a part 
of the North ½ of Government Lot 4 being situated in Section 30, T6N-R2E in the City of Jackson, 
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:
Begin at the Southeast corner of Lot 5 of the aforesaid  Crane Ridge Professional Quarters; said 
point also being the Southwest corner of the aforesaid Lot 6, Crane Ridge Professional Quarters; 
from said POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence North 00 degrees 40 minutes 00 seconds East 
along the West line of said Lot 6 for a distance of 13.33 feet to an existing painted dot; leaving 
said West line of Lot 6, run thence North 81 degrees 41 minutes 53 seconds East for a  distance 
of 20.59 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence South 09 degrees 15 minutes 20 seconds East 
for a distance of 60.51 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence South 81 degrees 39 minutes 
49 seconds West for a distance of 31.15 feet to a painted dot; run thence North 00 degrees 40 
minutes 00 seconds East for a distance of 47.93 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 
1,568.1 square feet, more or less.

Parcel 4
A certain parcel of land being a part of the North ½ of Government Lot 4 being situated in Sec-
tion 30, T6N-R2E in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows:
Commence at the Southeast corner of Lot 5, Crane Ridge Professional Quarters, a subdivision 
according to the map or plat thereof, on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 37 at Page 2; said point also 
being the Southwest corner of Lot 6 of said Crane Ridge Professional Quarters; run thence South 
82 degrees 49 minutes 25 seconds West for a distance of 69.26 feet to an existing painted dot 
marking the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land herein described; from said POINT OF 
BEGINNING, run thence South 00 degree 40 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 102.06 
feet to a painted dot; run thence North 10 degrees 11 minutes 35 seconds West for a distance of 
51.76 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence South 81 degrees 09 minutes 09 seconds West 
for a distance of 40.74 feet to an existing painted dot; run thence North 09 degrees 16 minutes 36 
seconds West for a distance of 58.32 feet to an existing ½” iron pin; run thence South 89 degrees 
22 minutes 00 seconds East for a distance of 56.49 feet; run thence North 82 degrees 49 minutes 
25 seconds East for a distance of 3.55 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 3,206.4 
square feet, more or less.  
Parcel 590-105
Lot 25, Crane Ridge a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record 
in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 30, Page 
27, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

AND ALSO:

LOTS 3, 9, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 25, CRANE RIDGE, a subdivision according to a map or 
plat thereof on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, 
Mississippi, in Plat Book 30 at Page 27, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part 
of this description.

LESS AND EXCEPT:

Part of Lot 25, Crane Ridge a subdivision according to a map or plat which is on fi le and of record 
in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Nat Book 30, at 
Page 27 and more particularly described as follows:

Situated in the Southwest 1/4 of Section 30, Township 6 North, Range 2 East, and being a part 
off of the east side of Lot 8, and a part off of the west side of Lot 9, and a part off of the southwest 
corner of Lot 25, Crane Ridge Subdivision as recorded in the offi ce of the Hinds County Chancery 
Clerk in Plat Book 30 at Page 27, and commencing at an iron pin marking the northeast corner of 
Lot 9 as recorded and run Westerly 81.0 feet to an iron pin which is the point of beginning of the 
land herein described; thence turn to the left through a defl ection angle of 83 degrees 00 minutes 
and run 105.23 feet to an iron pin on the north right of way of Crane Ridge Drive; thence turn to 
the left through an interior angle of 142 degrees 05 minutes and run southwesterly along the north 
right of way of Crane Ridge Drive 28.60 feet to the point of tangency of a 39 degree 42 minutes 42 
second degree curve; thence to the left through an interior angle of 172 degrees 25 minutes and 
run along a chord of said curve 39.36 feet to an iron pin marking the southwest corner of Lot 9 as 
platted; thence turn to the left through an interior angle of 164 degrees 29 minutes and run along 
another chord of said curve 34.89 feet to an iron pin; thence turn to the left through an interior 
angle of 61 degrees 01 minutes and run 162.94 feet to an iron pin; thence turn to the right through 
a defl ection angle of 82 degrees 57 minutes and run Easterly 11.74 feet to an iron pin marking 
the northwest corner of Lot 9 as platted; thence continue running Easterly 65.0 feet to the point of 
beginning, containing a total of 10,657.63 square feet, more or less, consisting of 3090.60 square 
feet from Lot 8, 7307.80 square feet from Lot 9, and 259.13 square feet from Lot 25 of Crane 
Ridge Subdivision as originally platted.

ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

Part of Lot 25, Crane Ridge a subdivision according to a map or plat which is on fi le and of record 
in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 30 Page 
27, and being more particularly described as follows:

A certain parcel of land situated in and being a part of Lot 4 of Section 30, Township 6 North, 
Range 2 East, Hinds County, Mississippi and being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the Northwest corner of the Southwest 1/4 of said Section 30, Township 6 North, 
Range 2 East and run thence South for a distance of 600.00 feet; run thence East for a distance 
of 263.60 feet to a point on the centerline of a 200 foot wide Mississippi Power and Light Company 
easement; run thence South 06 degrees 18 minutes East along the centerline of said easement 
for a distance of 267.84 feet; run thence North 82 degrees 50 minutes East along the centerline of 
a Mississippi Power and Light Company 200 foot wide easement for a distance of 240.27 feet to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land herein described; from said POINT OF BEGIN-
NING continue thence North 82 degrees 50 minutes East along the centerline of said easement 
for a distance of 270.00 feet; thence leaving the centerline of said 200 foot wide easement run 
South 00 degrees 12 minutes West for a distance of 43.47 feet, more or less, to a point 30 feet 
North of and at right angles to the centerline of Crain Ridge Drive; run thence Westerly 30 feet 
from and parallel to the centerline of said Crain Ridge Drive for a distance of 265.7 feet more 
or less to a point that is South 07 degrees 10 minutes East of the POINT OF BEGINNING; run 
thence North 07 degrees 10 minutes West for a distance of 57.79 feet, more or less, to the POINT 
OF BEGINNING.

AND, FURTHER LESS AND EXCEPT:

Part of Lot 25, Crane Ridge a subdivision according to a map or plat which is on fi le and of record 
in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 30 at 
Page 27, and being more particularly described as follows:
Being situated in Lot 4, Section 30, Township 6 North, Range 2 East, Jackson, Hinds County, 
Mississippi, containing 0.2970 acres, more or less, and more particularly described as follows:

Commencing at the point of intersection of the South right of way line of Mississippi Highway 25 
with the East line of said Lot 4, said point being 150 feet from the center line of Mississippi High-
way 25; run thence Southerly along the East line of said Lot 4, South 00 degrees 16 minutes 30 
seconds West, 521.51 feet to a point; run thence North 89 degrees 48 minutes West, 235.30 feet 
to the Point of Beginning of the parcel herein described; run thence South 00 degrees 12 minutes 
West, 15.56 feet to a point; run thence South 81 degrees 28 minutes West, 264.01 feet to a point; 
run thence North 00 degrees 14 minutes 30 seconds East, 50.05 feet to a point; run thence North 
82 degrees 52 minutes East, 76.54 feet to a point; run thence North 00 degrees 12 minutes East, 
15.82 feet to a point; run thence South 89 degrees 48 minutes East, 185.00 feet to a point; run 
thence South 00 degrees 12 minutes West, 20.00 feet to the Point of Beginning.

AND, FURTHER LESS AND EXCEPT:

Part of Lot 24, Crane Ridge, a subdivision recorded in Plat Book 30 at Page 27, of the Chancery 
Records of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, containing 0.2363 acres, and more particularly 
described as follows:
Commencing at the Point of Intersection of the South ROW line of Mississippi Highway 25 and 
the East line of Lot 4, Section 30, T6N-R2E, Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, said point being 
150 feet from the center line of said Highway 25; thence run S 00º16’30” W, 521.51 feet along the 
East line of said Lot 4 to the Northeast corner of Lot 22 of said Crane Ridge Subdivision; thence 
run N 89º48’W, 235.30 feet to the West line of Insurance Center Drive and the Point of Beginning.

Thence run S 00º12’ W, 5.45 feet along the West line of Insurance Center Drive to the North line of 
Crane Ridge Drive; thence run S 81º28’ W, 264.01 feet along the North line of Crane Ridge Drive; 
thence run N 00º14’30” E, 34.94 feet; thence run N 82º52’ E, 76.54 feet; thence run N 00º22’ E, 
15.82 feet; thence run S 89º48’ E, 185.00 feet to the West line of Insurance Center Drive; thence 
run S 00º12’ W, 20.00 feet to the Point of Beginning.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Confer-
ence Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, 
at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 24, 2021, at which time all parties interested in or affected 
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established 
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. 
Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made 
in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning 
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need 
for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WEL-
FARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO 
ATTEND THE MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO OR IN PERSON WITH REGARDS 
TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS. MEM-
BERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAIN-
SWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US  TO REGISTER PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 17, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of January 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2-4-2021, 2-18-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A VARIANCE

ZONING CASE NO. 4113

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that the Alex & Sonia Walker have fi led with the Planning Board for the 
City of Jackson, an application requesting a side yard Variance for the west 
side of the property located at 1426 Woodshire Dr. (Parcel 738-1131) from the 
required fi ve (5) feet side yard depth for  properties zoned R-1A (Single-family) 
Residential District to allow for the continued placement  of the existing acces-
sory structures in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

Lot 62 Wildwood North Pt. 3

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, January 
27, 2021 with a recommendation to deny.  The applicant has fi led an Appeal of 
the recommendation of the Planning Board.  The Case will be heard at the City 
Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City Hall, 219 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday, March 
15, 2021.

WITNESS my signature this 25TH day of February 2021.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2-4-2021, 3-11-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for Bids

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 S. 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 PM, local time (CT), Tuesday, March 23, 2021, at 
which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud for:

The demolition and cleaning of parcels for the following:
1. 1023 25 UNIVERSITY BLVD. (JTRAN)
2. 2851 MCFADDEN RD. (APPLE RIDGE SHOPPING CENTER)
3. 988 FLAG CHAPEL RD (RED ROOSTER)

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, cor-
porations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who 
seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in 
the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City resi-
dents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City.   As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the City’s Or-
dinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an 
eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at 
601-960-1055.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy 
of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all 
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invita-
tion and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national 
origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offi ces of 
the Community Improvement Division located at 200 S. President Street, Suite 
331, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1054. Prospective bid-
ders may obtain copies of all materials required for bidding purposes.  There 
is NO charge for electronic or e-mail copies.  Offi cial bid documents can be 
downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com.  Electronic bids 
can be submitted at www.centralbidding.com.  For any questions relating to the 
electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.  The City 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all irregulari-
ties in respect to any bid submitted or to accept any proposal which is deemed 
most favorable to the City of Jackson.

by: LaTonya Miller, Manager    
Community Improvement Division of Planning and Development  

2-18-2021, 2-25-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR CITY CENTER DRUGS 

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON 
THE SIGN VARIANCE FOR CITY CENTER DRUGS TO RECEIVE CITIZEN 
INPUT HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2021 AT 10:00 
A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE 
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & LICENSE 
DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

2-18-2021 2-25-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR BKD CPAS AND ADVISORS 

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON 
THE SIGN VARIANCE FOR BKD CPAS AND ADVISORS TO RECEIVE CITI-
ZEN INPUT HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2021 AT 
10:00 A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 
SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITI-
ZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & 
LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

2-18-2021 2/25/2021
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AMERICAN AUCTION. For all your auc-
tion needs: Estates, Antiques, Equipment.
Call Keith Moore at 731-610-1458. Keith
Moore, MAL 259.

COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!).
Request a free quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions. 1-844-316-
8630

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028
Thinking about installing a new shower?
AMERICAN STANDARD makes it easy.
FREE design consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-888-701-0754
today to see how you can save $1,000 on
installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/mspress

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 877-368-0628
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS available
for one flat rate. 601-981-3060

DIRECTV - Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call IVS
- Call 1-855-978-3110
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

THE COVID CRISIS has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-855-657-2412

LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.

Week of February 14, 2020

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

A u c t i o n s

F o r S a l e

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a lI n s u r a n c e

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

Advertising
Solutions

That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Organization of Petroleum 
    Exporting Countries
2. Vicar of Christ
3. Dimension
4. What the confederates tried to do
5. W.C.
6. Lazy person
7. Popular condiment
8. Outguess
10. Tatty
14. Boston team
17. Pearl maker
18. Adds flavoring
19. Pleat
20. Beginning
23. Tropical edible root
24. Doorway sign
25. Rodents
27. “To the right!”

ACROSS 
1. Musical composition
5. What children talk with
9. Johnnycake
10. Fizzy drinks
11. Great
12. Christmas plants
13. Et __
15. Escudo
16. Actress Winger
18. Whizz (2 wds.)
21. Wing
22. Organization
26. Slow (musical term)
28. Cab
29. Brand of floor cleaner
30. Little Mermaid’s love
31. Eye infection
32. Memorization

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O�er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

PASS
3.792 x 4

48 Web
3.556 x 4

46 Web
3.33 x 4

We work to  
provide opportunities 
for Mississippi.
At Entergy Mississippi, we work hard to make  
sure local suppliers and contractors are aware 
of potential opportunities to work with us,  
which helps grow the economies of the 
communities we serve. 

If you are a Mississippi supplier or contractor that 
performs work related to construction extension 
and/or repair of electric facilities and would like  
to learn about training and bid opportunities,  
visit entergymississippi.com/hiremississippi  
or call 844-387-9675.

A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC. ©2021 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

We work to  
provide opportunities 
for Mississippi.
At Entergy Mississippi, we work hard to make  
sure local suppliers and contractors are aware 
of potential opportunities to work with us,  
which helps grow the economies of the 
communities we serve. 

If you are a Mississippi supplier or contractor that 
performs work related to construction extension 
and/or repair of electric facilities and would like  
to learn about training and bid opportunities,  
visit entergymississippi.com/hiremississippi  
or call 844-387-9675.

A message from Entergy Mississippi, LLC. ©2021 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6



Congresswoman Sheila Jackson 
Lee knows that there has never been 
another time in which she has gar-
nered so much congressional sup-
port and public momentum for H.R. 
40, the reparations legislation that 
focuses on truth, racial healing and 
transformation.

The longtime Democratic rep-
resentative from Texas will chair a 
hearing  Wednesday, Feb. 17, about 
the bill.

In an exclusive interview with the 
National Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation Monday, Feb. 15, Jackson 
Lee refl ected on the long-overdue re-
dress to the descendants of enslaved 
Africans.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr, NNPA 
president and CEO, saluted Jackson 
Lee. Chavis stated, “For her persis-
tent leadership in support of H.R. 40 
and for her granting this exclusive, 
timely and in-depth interview with 
the Black Press of America, we are 
most grateful.”

The congresswoman praised the 
powerful resiliency of black Ameri-
cans who continue to excel and to 
transcend the systemic racism and 
oppression of the past and present.

“I want to give credit to the giants 
that were and are black Americans. 
They are giants,” Jackson Lee de-
clared.

“I want to give credit to the every-
day mom and dad who get up every 
day and get to work and provide for 
their family. I’m going to give credit 
to those who came up on the farms 
or stayed on the farm and raised nine 
and ten and twelve children,” she re-
fl ected.

The congresswoman continued, 
“I want to give them the honor that 
they deserve, and that is to recognize 
the insurmountable odds that some of 
them had and how they continue to 
plant seeds of respect and dignity in 
their children.

“Has anyone addressed the ques-
tion of slavery and its comprehensive 
impact on black Americans in this 
country? This is what H.R. 40 will 
do.”

While the bill doesn’t place a spe-
cifi c monetary value on reparations, 
it does focus on investigating and 
presenting the actual facts and truth 
about the unprecedented centuries 
of inhuman enslavement of African 
people, racial healing and transfor-
mation.

The bill would fund a commis-
sion to study and develop proposals 
for providing reparations to African 
Americans.

The commission’s mission in-
cludes identifying the role of federal 
and state governments in supporting 
the institution of slavery, forms of 
discrimination in public and private 
sectors against freed slaves and their 
descendants, and lingering adverse 
effects of slavery on living African 
Americans and society.

Jackson Lee, who sits on numerous 
House committees, including the Ju-
diciary, Budget and Homeland Secu-
rity, has made the reparations legisla-
tion her top priority during the 117th 
Congress.

“I think if people begin to associate 
this legislation with what happened 
to the descendants of enslaved Afri-
cans as a human rights violation, the 
sordid past that violated the human 
rights of all of us who are descen-
dants of enslaved Africans, I think 
that we can fi nd common ground to 
pass this legislation,” Jackson Lee 
pronounced.

“Can anyone imagine that we’ve 
never gotten a simple, effective, 
deeply-embedded and well-respected 
apology?”

The congresswoman is further en-
couraged by the support of the most 
co-sponsors (166) in the bill’s history, 
which dates back decades to former 
Democratic Rep. John Conyers Jr., 
of Michigan, who fi rst introduced the 
legislation in 1989.

In an earlier NNPA interview, 
White House Senior Advisor to 
President Biden and Director of the 
Offi ce of Public Engagement Cedric 
Richmond sounded an urgent tone 

about the administration’s commit-
ment to ensure racial justice, acces-
sibility, and equity concerning black 
America.

Richmond told the Black Press that 
the administration supports Jackson 
Lee’s H.R. 40.

“We do support a commission and 
H.R. 40; we know we can’t wait. We 
have to start acting now,” Richmond 
declared. “We don’t need a study to 
tell us that systemic racism is out 
there. We don’t need a study to tell 
us that redlining in black communi-
ties has been treated a lot differently.”

Richmond continued:
“We don’t think the black commu-

nity should have to wait on a study, 
we need to deal with systemic racism 
right now and, yes, we support the 
commission, but it’s not going to stop 
us from acting right now.”

Like several historians who spoke 
to the Black Press, Jackson Lee rec-
ognizes that the transatlantic slave 
trade dates beyond 1619, the popular 
understanding of the start of the hor-
rifi c history of when Africans were 
stolen from their homeland.

In 2018, the NNPA produced a se-
ries on the transatlantic slave trade, 
tracking the history to about 1519 
that will be the content of an upcom-
ing NNPA published book on the 
transatlantic slave trade.

Felicia M. Davis, the HBCU Green 
Fund director, which invests in sus-
tainable campus solutions for histori-
cally black colleges and universities, 
told the Black Press that she believes 
the enslavement of African people 
demands international reexamina-
tion.

“The fact that slavery was under-
way for a century in South America 
before introduction in North America 
is not widely taught nor commonly 
understood,” Davis remarked for the 
NNPA series.

“It is a powerful historical fact 
missing from our understanding of 
slavery, its magnitude and global im-
pact. The knowledge that slavery was 
underway for a century provides deep 
insight into how enslaved Africans 
adapted,” she stated.

This month, Dr. Julius Garvey, the 
son of the late Pan Africanism move-
ment leader, Marcus Garvey, also de-
clared his earlier transatlantic slave 
trade beliefs.

“You know, they say it was 400 
years ago when the fi rst African 
slaves landed in the United States, 
but people were brought to the Amer-
icas, meaning Central America, the 
Caribbean and South America before 
that,” Garvey exclaimed.

“So, 400 years is just a convenient 
date, and it shows how much we need 
to know our history.”

Jackson Lee surmised that passage 
of H.R. 40 would enhance America’s 
status in the eyes of African countries 
and those around the globe.

“I studied and went to school in 
Ghana as well as in Nigeria, and I 
believe that Africa should be one of 
the United States’ closest allies,” the 
congresswoman stated.

“There is an eagerness in many 
of these countries, particularly with 
young Africans, to align themselves 
with America, with a democratic 
America,” she said.

“I think that the governments in 
Africa will respect the American 
government seeing that [America] 
has fi nally sought to remedy and re-
pair a great loss for the continent, a 
continent where millions of Africans 
were taken from.”

To see more of the NNPA’s exclu-
sive interview with Congresswoman 
Jackson Lee, visit Facebook.com/
BlackPressUSA/Videos, and You-
Tube/BlackPressUSATV.
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Georgia prosecutors have 
opened a criminal investi-
gation into Donald Trump’s 
phone call to Georgia’s sec-
retary of state Brad Raffens-
perger. During the call, the 
former President asked him 
to “fi nd” the votes he need-
ed to overturn the state’s 
election results.

“All I want to do is this: 
I just want to fi nd 11,780 
votes, which is one more 
than we have. Because we 
won the state,” Trump said 
to Raffensperger during the 
call.

The transcript of the 
phone call played a promi-
nent role in the House of 
Representatives’ second 
impeachment of the 45th 
president and is expected 
to play a central role in the 
Senate trial.

Fulton County, Georgia 
District Attorney Fani Wil-
lis promises to look into 
Trump’s actions following 
the now infamous Jan. 2 
telephone call.

“Anyone who commits a 
felony violation of Georgia 
law in my jurisdiction will 
be held accountable,” Wil-
lis said in a statement last 
month.

“Once the investigation is 
complete, this matter, like 
all matters, will be handled 
by our offi ce based on the 
facts and the law.”

During his Jan. 6 rally 
that led to the deadly insur-
rection at the U.S. Capitol, 
Trump told his supporters 
about the phone call.

“In Georgia, your secre-
tary of state, who – I can’t 
believe this guy is a Repub-

lican. He loves recording 
telephone conversations,” 
Trump told the large gath-
ering. “You know, that was 
a – I thought it was a great 
conversation, personally. So 
did a lot of other people be-
cause it says what’s going 
on,” he bellowed. “These 
people are crooked.”

According to the “Ar-
ticles of Impeachment 
Against Against Donald 
John Trump,” with closing 
endorsement by the Speaker 
of the House of Representa-
tives, “…President Trump, 
by such conduct, has dem-
onstrated that he will remain 

a threat to the Constitution if 
allowed to remain in offi ce, 
and has acted in a manner 
grossly incompatible with 
self-governance and the 
rule of law. President Trump 
thus warrants impeachment 
and trial, removal from of-
fi ce, and disqualifi cation to 
hold and enjoy any offi ce of 
honor, trust, or profi t under 
the United States.”

The resolution cites the 
call to Raffensperger urging 
him to “fi nd” enough votes 
to overturn the state’s elec-
tion results.

“We cannot allow this 
unprecedented provocation 
to go unanswered,” House 
members said in a state-
ment.

“Everyone involved in 
this assault must be held ac-
countable, beginning with 
the man most responsible 
for it – President Donald 
Trump. We cannot begin to 
heal the soul of this country 
without fi rst delivering swift 
justice to all its enemies – 
foreign and domestic.”

“My conviction is bigger 
than me,” stated Cosby, who 
calls Black History Month 
“The Month of Our People.”

“It’s about every black 
man and woman in America 
– if this judicial system can 
wrongfully convict me with-
out any evidence of a crime 
and without any proof but he/
she said it happened, then the 
average black person with no 
means and/or resources don’t 
stand a chance to get a fair 
trial.”

Cosby, 83, declared that 
he’s using his voice and celeb-
rity to bring light to his fellow 
residents at SCI-Phoenix, the 
Pennsylvania prison where he 
is housed.

He said he wants to help 
others who have been wrong-
fully convicted, due to pros-
ecutorial misconduct, wit-
ness tampering and by other 
means.

Cosby’s longtime publicist 
Andrew Wyatt called it re-
markable that the comedian 
has taken a backseat to his 
own legal woes to help others, 
while waiting for the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court to ren-
der an opinion on his appeal.

The court heard compel-
ling testimony in December 
related to Cosby’s claim that 
the ex-Montgomery County 
District Attorney Bruce Cas-
tor granted him “immunity” 
from prosecution in the case 
where former Temple Univer-
sity employee Andrea Con-
stand accused him of assault.

Castor, who represented 
former President Donald 
Trump in his impeachment 
proceedings, told the Black 
Press that Cosby should never 
have been charged in the case.

The high court also heard 
arguments from Cosby’s law-
yers that he warranted a new 
trial because Judge Steven 
O’Neill allowed fi ve women 
to testify to previously un-
charged, unproven accusa-
tions of wrongdoing from de-
cades ago.

The women who testifi ed 
at Cosby’s trial could offer no 
evidence or proof that made 
their allegations credible, 
Cosby’s attorney argued.

The ‘Cosby Show’ star is 
now blind and doesn’t have 
the ability to review fi lings of 
fellow inmates, but many at 

SCI-Phoenix have told Cosby 
that they also are innocent.

“For this reason, Mr. Cosby 
heard the same story from a 
fellow resident that he im-
mediately took a liking too. 
Anthony “Benny-Do” Sutton, 
who has served 38 years of a 
mandatory life sentence for 
murder,” Wyatt told the Black 
Press.

Cosby has leaned on his 
outside legal team and publi-
cist/crisis manager to review 
Sutton’s Post Conviction Re-
lief Appeal – or PCRA.

He noted the claims of 
potential prosecutorial mis-
conduct and that a witness in 
Sutton’s trail recanted his tes-
timony.

Wyatt said Cosby isn’t 
claiming Sutton is innocent, 
but he does believe that if 
the evidence doesn’t meet 
the conviction, then Sutton 
deserves a second chance at 
freedom.

On Saturday evening, Sut-
ton spoke to the Black Press 
about Cosby and why the en-
tertainer is fi ghting for him 
and others when Cosby has 
his own legal issues.

In the discussion with the 
Black Press, Sutton appears 
as concerned about Cosby’s 
freedom as his own.

“The old man has had a 
huge impact on us men here 
inside, and a lot of people 
didn’t think that he would 
have the infl uence that he’s 
had,” Sutton, who respect-
fully refers to Cosby as “The 
old man,” remarked in a 
phone call from SCI-Phoenix, 
the sprawling 128-acre prison 
complex just outside of Phila-
delphia where he and Cosby 
are jailed.

“The way he’s enlightened 
us, the way he’s encouraged 
us to stand up and be men 
in the community …and he 
shouldn’t even be in here,” 
added Sutton, who also has a 
son incarcerated at SCI-Phoe-

nix.
Despite his near lifelong 

contributions – fi nancially 
and otherwise – to religious 
leaders and organizations that 
promote social and economic 
justice for all kinds of people, 
Cosby has received little pub-
lic support from those whom 
he has bankrolled.

But Sutton and other in-
mates have in many ways 
fi lled that void. And Cosby 
continues to enjoy the sup-

port of the Brothers of Sh’ma 
Yisrael Hebrew Israelite Con-
gregation in New York.

Cosby paid tribute to the 
Sh’ma Yisrael congregation 
in a tweet this week.

“I would like to person-
ally thank these great men and 
teachers of God’s scriptures 
for standing by and support-
ing me with the truth and the 
facts,” the comedian tweeted 
about the Brothers of Sh’ma, 
particularly singling out Na 
Hasi and Prince Nat.

“Please watch these broth-
ers … Shabbat Shalom to my 
brothers and sisters Dina, and 
her mother, Verita, and her 
sister. Thank you very much, 
and I can feel your prayers,” 
Cosby wrote.

At SCI-Phoenix, Sutton 
helps lead Mann Up, a pris-
on program designed to help 
change African-American 
men’s lives with long sen-
tences.

The program empowers 
and encourages black males 
to be better fathers, husbands 
and community members.

Cosby, who is not a mem-
ber, has provided a signifi cant 
boost to the program, Sutton 
told NNPA Newswire.

“The old man got us to-
gether and told us that a man 
is judged by how he treats 
his mother and how he treats 
his wife and family. He has 
instilled in us that a man can-
not be considered a man if he 
doesn’t provide,” Sutton con-
tinued.

“He comes in here, and 
he doesn’t act like he’s bet-
ter than anyone. He keeps it 
simple. Look, he is a political 
prisoner. He is in here not for 
a crime, but adultery. But he 
does not look for favors, and 
with all his money and re-
sources, he has nothing more 
than what we have, no extras 
when he could easily have ex-
tras.”

Sutton has endeared him-
self to Cosby, who directed 
his team outside to assist Sut-
ton in preparing the inmate’s 
appeals.

Since Cosby’s 2018 con-
viction, the debate has raged 
on whether the star’s legacy 
and his hit 1980s sitcom, The 
Cosby Show, was worth pre-
serving.

But a May 11, 1992, Los 
Angeles Times article noted 
that Cosby is personally re-
sponsible for the employ-
ment, encouragement, and 
artistic support of more black 
writers than anyone in televi-
sion history.

Cosby confi rmed that we 
could genuinely raise and 
educate our kids to be racially 
proud and socially responsi-
ble human beings, the article 
continued.

“Cosby showed blacks 
could be well-to-do and pos-
sess commensurate class. 
He showed that a black man 
could not only get a job but 
also that he and his wife can 
have thriving professional ca-
reers,” the Los Angeles Times 
published.

At SCI-Phoenix, Sutton re-
called meeting Cosby behind 
bars for the fi rst time.

“I said to him that I wanted 
to ask a favor. I said I need 
you to give me your word 
that you would come over on 
a Saturday and sit in on the 
Mann Up organization. And 
he told me, ‘Benny-Do, if 
God let me live, I’ll be there,’ 
“Sutton recollected.

“I told him we were put-
ting an organization together 
where we could change the 
narrative, that we could go 
home and be decent people, 
decent citizens and decent 
neighbors and change our 
way of thinking in our way 
of living. So, Mr. Cosby came 
over, and he heard me MC the 
program.”

Sutton continued:
“I introduced him, and there 

were 420 people there, and we 
all gave him a standing ova-
tion. He is a man who went 
through the Jim Crow Era and 
the marches for civil rights of 
the 1960s. He mentioned that 
he is blind and said he could 
not see us, but he created such 
an atmosphere for us to en-
lighten us with his wisdom. 
He had everyone’s attention. 
He’s had a hell of an impact.”

Lee

Georgia prosecutors open investigation 
into Trump’s call to Secretary of State

Waiting on appeal verdict, Cosby 
committed to helping fellow inmates

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Congresswoman Sheila 
Jackson Lee leads U.S. 
Reparations Bill H.R. 40

Cosby

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor



Your mom was always on 
your side.

She stuck up for you when 
nobody else would, through 
thick and through thin. She had 
your back, she prayed for you, 
and she wanted the best for you. 
She was always there and that 
never changed, though in the 
new book “The Three Mothers” 
by Anna Malaika Tubbs, some 
mothers change the world.

For most of her life, Louise 
Langdon hated the color of her 
skin.

Growing up in Grenada in the 
late 1800s, she was surrounded 
by the dark-skinned children of 
former slaves but Louise’s fa-
ther was a white man who raped 
her barely-teenage mother, leav-
ing Louise with a pale complex-
ion. For the rest of her life she 
held deep anger at the suprem-
acy that white people assumed, 
from her migration north to her 
marriage to Earl Little and her 
activism, the latter of which she 
passed to her son, Malcolm.

As a part of the Great Migra-
tion, Berdis Jones got caught up 
in the excitement of the Harlem 

Renaissance and some months 
after landing in New York City, 
Berdis gave birth to a son whose 
father was uninterested. For 
much of young Jimmy’s early 
life, then, it was just him and 
his mother, and she worked long 
nights at a cleaning job to en-
sure that he had what he needed. 
What he didn’t need was a new 
stepfather, David Baldwin, who 
suffered from an undiagnosed 
mental illness.

The Reverend and First Lady 
of Atlanta’s Ebenezer Baptist 
Church wanted only the best 
for their daughter, Alberta. The 

Williams gave Alberta the fi n-
est education, music lessons, all 
that an upper-class black young 
lady would need. When an itin-
erant, uneducated preacher, 
Michael King, came calling on 
Miss Alberta, the Williams were 
dead-set against the romance. 
Alberta, however, saw a good 
heart in Michael – one that later 
inspired their son, Martin.

“The Three Mothers” is one 
of those books that you really 
want to like but doing so is a 
challenge. It’s a very good book 
that’s in very bad need of an 
editor.

Format-wise, it starts where 
all good biographies do. Author 
Anna Malaika Tubbs tells why 
she wrote this book before she 
plunges into a brief account of 
the ancestry of her main sub-
jects. This immediately begins 
to build the layers of story that 
ultimately explain the work be-
hind three great men.

At issue, however, is that each 
section of the women’s lives 
is woven very loosely around 
black history of their era. That 
contributes to a confusion 
of timeline, and out-of-place 
points that reduce the smooth-

ness of a history that’s other-
wise riveting. It’s like trying to 
watch three TV shows at once; 
add contradictions and a confi -
dently-stated point-as-fact that 
experts still aren’t sure about, 
and you may be left frequently 
scratching your head.

If you overlook the scattered-
ness and don’t mind frequent 
side-trips, “The Three Moth-
ers” is a great examination of 
a rarely-told triple story and 
you’ll love it. If you like your 
books more linear and straight-
forward, though, just put this 
one aside.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

BOOK REVIEW:

THE THREE MOTHERS:THE THREE MOTHERS:
HOW THE MOTHERS OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., HOW THE MOTHERS OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
MALCOLM X, AND JAMES BALDWIN SHAPED A NATIONMALCOLM X, AND JAMES BALDWIN SHAPED A NATION
BY ANNA MALAIKA TUBBS
C.2021, FLATIRON BOOKS
$28.99 / $38.50 CANADA  •  272 PAGES
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, 
JACKSON’S SOUL, RHYTHM 
AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE 
MUSIC ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 



The Back in the Day Part I 
Black History Celebration virtual 
event, presented by New Hope 
Baptist Church in Jackson, re-
minded almost 2,000 viewers of 
African Americans’ struggles for 
freedom and ownership of their 
rightful place in society.

George Brooks said in his in-
vocation that God is “the only 
one worthy of grace.” Through 
His grace the program was “a 
training for youth for lifelong 
skills to use wherever they may 
go.”

Daphne Chamberlain Wilson 
explicated the historical context 
of music. She noted that songs 
highlighted messages of freedom 
that stemmed back to rudiments 
of slavery, the Jim Crow era, the 
turbulent ‘60s, the disaster of war 
and lifelong economic distress. 
Vehicles for positive change 
came in the form of such songs 
as “Steal Away to Jesus,” “Ain’t 
Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me 
Round,” and “Lift Ev’ry Voice 
and Sing,” harmonized by the 
ensemble of young men Commit-
ted. 

Deference was paid to two no-
tables: retired judge Mamie M. 
Chinn and retired professor John 
Garner. Introducers Jonathan 
Livingston and Thea Faulkner 
concurred that these Mississippi 
Civil Rights Living Legend hon-
orees stood tall in the roads they 
tread. To paraphrase prolifi c writ-
er Margaret Walker Alexander, 
they continue to stare from their 
pillows into the sun.

“I pray the young people will 
watch the program and seek 
truth, talk to us, elders now…
and get this job done [so as not 
to repeat past mistakes],” empha-
sized Chinn. The living legend 
dedicated her comments to her 
husband, forefathers, soldiers 
and “all who fought so hard” and 
those who “continue…working 
for our rights as Americans.”

With more than 40 years of 
community service, Chinn is a 
civil rights activist and the fi rst 
female circuit court judge from 
Canton, Miss.

“In 1963 I was arrested. I went 
to jail and was charged for tres-
passing at Galloway Church 
where I was a member. [There 

was] social isolation.
Active on the Madison County 

Executive Committee and serv-
ing as secretary and poll watcher, 
Garner was arrested another time 
for assisting voters who had dif-
fi culty voting. He issued a caveat: 
“There is a signifi cant aspect of 
the white populace that thinks 
racism is dead, but we know 
that’s not true.”

Garner has a distinguished 
career as physics, math and 
computer science professor at 
Tougaloo College, among other 
Institutions of Higher Learning.

Guest artists DeAnna Tisdale 
Johnson and Doug Williams 
made appeasing sounds.

Johnson is a lyric soprano, 
lauded for her warmth and rich-
ness of voice. A graduate of the 
Boston Conservatory and pub-
lisher of the Jackson Advocate, 
the artist pitched high and low 
notes as she sang “America the 
Beautiful.” 

Williams is referred to as “one 
of Gospel music’s premier and 
most dynamic legendary artists 
of all times.” In the moment he 
sang two of his gospel hits, “I am 
a Living Testimony” and “Gotta 
Let it Go.”

Young Men’s Ministry shared 
in-depth research on African-
American inventors. These 
young men: Isaiah McGriggs, C. 
J. Banks, J. J. Banks and Chris-
tian Gines, were awarded certifi -
cates.

Black History Ministry mem-
bers chimed in on the question: 
“What does being a member of 
the New Hope ‘Back in the Day’ 
Black History Ministry mean to 
you?”

George and Ethel Brooks not-
ed, “We are allowed to celebrate 
our rich heritage and our commu-
nity’s involvement in local, cur-
rent and historic civil rights.”

“This annual celebration…
ensures that our audience knows 
that African-American history is 
American history,” said Daphne 
Chamberlain-Wilson.

“Sharing this knowledge with 
our community, especially our 
children, has truly been a blessing 
to me,” Thea Faulkner explained.

Timothy and Avis Lloyd stated, 
“Being a part of this [ministry] 
has been life-changing for [us].” 

Sandra McCall commented, 

“I have learned to celebrate and 
give thanks to those African 
Americans for giving us hope and 
life lessons we can use.”

Robert and Brenda Patterson 
claimed, “…We are working with 
a diverse humble group…who 
readily share their ideas and read-
ily embrace the experiences, ex-
posures and ideas of others in the 
group to [convey] …the struggles 
that black people have had to en-
dure over the years.”

Elizabeth Myles contended: 
“Everyone is kind to each other 
which makes it seem like fam-
ily…I fi nd it so important to in-
clude the youth of our church, 
community and city.”

Wendell Paris noted, “I have 
gained a greater appreciation for 
the contributions our ancestors 
made, especially in the areas of 
economic development, ‘free 
labor,’ cultural enrichment, ‘our 
music,’ science and medicine. We 
must pass our legacy onto future 
generations.”

Beatrice Benton added, “It is 
a sacrifi ce of love to share our 
black history and a passion for 
our leader, Flonzie Wright. She is 
a leader who is not afraid to ac-
cept others’ ideas and not pretend 
that she is the only one that can 
think. More often than not, peo-
ple learn about us by how we live 
– rather than by our credentials or 
the things we say or do.”

Flonzie Brown Wright is proj-
ect director of Back in the Day 
Black History Ministry. She is the 
fi rst African-American female 
elected to the position of election 
commissioner in Canton, MS and 
best-selling author of the book 
Looking Back to Move Ahead 
which chronicles youthful days 
in a small town to civil rights 
activities during the 60s and 70s 
and working with the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and other 
humanitarian activists.

This event’s facilitator was 
Sandra McCall.

The Rev. Dr. Jerry Young (pas-
tor) expressed profound appreci-
ation to all Black History Month 
sharers.

Black History Back in the Day 
(Part 2) Grand Finale’ is slated 
for February 25, 2021 at 6 p.m. 
For further inquiry call 937 470-
0627.
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New Hope Baptist Church presents 
10th Annual Back in the Day virtual 

Black History celebration 
Music: A universal language; transcending all socio, economic and cultural barriers

DeAnna Johnson

Doug Williams

John Garner

Sanda McCall

Back in The Day Ministry members are (front row) Ava Lloyd, Junior Member, Sisters Beatrice McGee, Daphne Wilson, Thea Faulkner, Flonzie Wright, 
Brenda Paterson, Ethel  Brooks, Sandra McCall and Elisabeth Myles. (Back row) Sister Avis Lloyd, Brothers Robert Patterson, George Brooks, Obadiah 
Myles (in memoriam), Timothy Lloyd, and (not pictured) Rev. Wendell Paris and Ineva Pittman, member emeritus

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Judge Mamie Chinn
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