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REMEMBERING PHILLIP L. GIBBS
AND JAMES E. GREEN
KILLED IN A HAIL OF GUNFIRE
AT JSU ON MAY 15, 1970

College Hill
Church family
loses 3 matriarchs
within a week

Juanita Starks (left), Ruth Weir (center) and Ella Robinson (right) attended the
annual “Seasons of Love” reception at College Hill Church sponsored by CH
Circle #6, Feb. 9, 2020
PHOTOS BY DENISE GRIFFIN-WHITTINGTON

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher
“The loss of a faithful member
sends a storm of grief throughout the
church membership. However, when
three seasoned and saintly women
depart this life within days of each
other, that storm of grief has developed into a tsunami of grief, unreal
and seemingly unbearable,” stated
Dr. Michael T. Williams, retired pastor of College Hill Baptist Church.
As members of College Hill were
mourning and preparing for the
week-end homegoing services of
Ella Robinson, 90 and Ruth Weir
93, they received another blow, that
church member Juanita Starks, 92
had transitioned.
Robinson succumbed Tuesday,
Feb. 2, Weir on Friday, Feb. 5, and
Starks on Tuesday, Feb. 9. Many
of the church members are still in
shock.
Paula Bass, daughter of Robinson,
said so many church members had
called and offered their condolences,
including Ruth Weir. Bass said, “Ms.

Ruth said she was having a difﬁcult
time getting over my mom’s passing and as a result, was walking the
ﬂoors at night, unable to sleep.” The
two College Hill members were very
good friends.
College Hill church member
Smeadie Fisher said she had spoken
with Weir less than two hours before
she succumbed Friday night but it
wasn’t until the next day she learned
of her passing. Fisher often volunteered to take Weir places and pick
up items from the store if needed.
Driving seemed to be the only thing
she did not do for herself. Fisher
said, “The passing of her good friend
Ella Robinson really bothered her a
lot.”
Another church member, Mary
Fisher said, “Ms. Starks attended my
drive-by birthday party January 9.
She said, “I can hardly believe she
is gone.”
Senator Hillman Frazier, Dist. 27,

College Hill

Continued on page 3

May 1970 Gibbs – Green Tragedy at Jackson State University

Virtual gallery talk

with Luckett and Derby

Virtually Luckett and Derby discuss her photo exhibit of the Gibbs-Green shooting on the Jackson State College campus.
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer
During the spring of 1970 student protests and demonstrations were rampant
throughout American campuses against
racism and repression, the Vietnam War
and discrimination against women and
minorities in education.
John R. Lynch Street was a clearway
for linking west Jackson to downtown.
In May white car drivers and their
passengers rode through the campus of
Jackson State College on Lynch Street
and harassed students with racial slurs,
accelerated speeds, object throwing and
hit-and-runs. Students protested against
these harassments.
Despite the unrest, within the walls of
Jackson State College students and faculty were engaged in ﬁnal preparations
for examinations of the spring quarter
on May 14, 1970. Some were in dorms
or on campus grounds beyond the Lynch
Street side.
Conﬂicting accounts of rioting were
reported. Then on May 15 around 12:05
a.m., police opened ﬁre that scattered
students among trees, Henry T. Sampson Library and Alexander Hall West
Dorm. When the shots that lasted for ap-

proximately 30 seconds ended, 21-yearold pre-law major and father Phillip
Lafayette Gibbs, lay dead within 50 feet
of Alexander West Hall. Jim Hill High
School student James Earl Green, 17,
lay dead in front of B. F. Roberts Dining Hall.
Over 400 bullet holes plunged into
Alexander West Hall, twelve JS students
were injured and several required treatment from shattered glass and shock.
On Thursday, Feb. 6, Associate Pro-

Gibbs

fessor and Director of the Margaret
Walker Center, Robert Luckett, conversed with Doris Derby regarding her
exhibit which covers the tragedy during
a virtual gallery talk.
“Police wanted JSU to clean the building. Students maintained the vigil to get
the FBI to investigate so the crime scene
would not be disturbed,” she recalled. At
the time Derby was a civil rights activist
Gibbs – Green
Continued on page 3

Green

Celebrating Black History – Black History in Science

Remembering Dr. George Carruthers

Inside

Dr. Carruthers receives the National Medal of Technology and
Innovation from U.S. President Barack Obama Feb. 1, 2013. /
Department of the Navy’s Information Technology Magazine

Tougaloo Royal
Court debuts
podcast
Page 13

He built his ﬁrst telescope at the
age of 10, and by age 25, George
Carruthers earned a Ph.D. in aeronautical and astronautical engineering.
Upon graduating from the University of Illinois, Carruthers
started work at the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory.
His telescope and image converter identiﬁed molecular hydrogen in space, and his ultraviolet
spectrograph was used by the
Apollo 16 crew in their ﬂight to
the moon.

“In March 1610, Galileo Galilei reported the ﬁrst use of a
telescope to view mountains and
maria on the moon,” Carruthers
wrote in 1972. Many reported that
his project collaborator, Thornton
Page, a white man, acknowledged
Carruthers’ brilliance and allowed
him to lead on the project.
After all, just three years earlier,
Carruthers was awarded a patent
for his groundbreaking “Image
Converter for Detecting Electromagnetic Radiation Especially in
Short Wave Lengths.”
Following that, the scientist’s
UV telescope and image con-

Just As I Am
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verter provided the ﬁrst proof of
molecular hydrogen in interstellar
space.
His invention was used Apr. 21,
1972, during the ﬁrst lunar walk
of the Apollo 16 mission.
It marked the ﬁrst-time scientists examined the Earth’s atmosphere for concentrations of
pollutants and see UV images of
more than 550 stars, nebulae and
galaxies.
Carruthers earned NASA’s Exceptional Scientiﬁc Achievement
Medal for his work on the project.
“On Apr. 21, 1972, the Apollo
16 commander positioned a some-

what more complex optical instrument at the Earth from the moon
and obtained several remarkable
photographs showing atmospheric rather than surface features,”
Carruthers wrote.
One of the ﬁrst and few black
scientists of his time, Carruthers
died Dec. 26, 2020, in Washington. He was 81.
Born Oct. 1, 1939, in Cincinnati, Ohio, Carruthers had three
siblings. His father, George Sr.,
was a civil engineer with the U.S.
Army Air Corps. and reportedly
Carruthers
Continued on page 3
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE
HCSD Recognize Students Athletes Across the District
Congratulations
to Raymond High School athletes
Tremaine Dixon was selected to play in the
2021 Mississippi Sports Medicine North/South
Basketball All-Star game on March 20, 2021 at
the A.E. Wood Coliseum in Clinton, MS. He is
averaging 15.6 points per game, 6 assists and
5 rebounds a game. Tremaine has helped lead
the Raymond High School Rangers to a 17-3
overall record thus far and a spot in the Clarion
Ledger Top 10 rankings in the state. His current
GPA is 3.5.
Jabarie Robinson was selected to play in the
2021 Mississippi Sports Medicine North/South
Basketball All-Star game on March 20, 2021 at
the A.E. Wood Coliseum in Clinton, MS. He is
averaging 24.7 points per game, 6 rebounds
and 4 assists a game. Jabarie has helped lead
the Raymond High School Rangers to a 17-3
overall record thus far and a spot in the Clarion
Ledger Top 10 rankings in the state. His current
GPA is 3.5.

Congratulations to HCSD graduate
on being selected to officiate in the
National Football Championship game
The Hinds County School District is proud to recognize Fulton Carson on
being selected to officiate in the National Football Championship game this
year. An alumnus of the HCSD, Carson graduated from Utica High School
in 1983 and went on to play shortstop at Mississippi Valley State University.
Carson began his officiating career 25 years ago as a MHSAA junior
high football game official. Just six years after his MHSAA debut in ’95,
he was calling games at the Division III level. By 2003, he was officiating
in the SWAC where he’d once played and now officiating in the big 12
Conference.
On January 11, 2021 Carson got rewarded for his two and half decades of devotion and
excellence by working the University of Alabama-Ohio State University showdown for the College
Football Playoff National Championship. Other NCAA Bowl games include: Bayou Classic 2007
– Southern University vs Grambling State; SWAC Championship Game 2008 – Grambling State
vs Jackson State; Liberty Bowl 2012 –Tulsa vs Iowa State; FCS National Championship Game
2015 – North Dakota State vs Illinois State; Celebration Bowl 2016 – Alcorn State vs North
Carolina A&T State; Pinstripe Bowl Game 2019 – Michigan State and Wake Forest; and the Big
XII Championship 2020 – Iowa State and Oklahoma.
Carson is a deacon at Belmont Missionary Baptist Church in Utica, MS and is married to
Raquel Shelby-Carson and they have one daughter, Shelby.

Congratulations to Terry High School athletes
Senior Dorian Allen was selected
to play in the Mississippi Association
of Coaches All-Star Soccer game on
February 13, 2021 at Brandon High
School. Allen, who is committed to
play soccer at Hinds Community
College this fall, played a total of
63 games for the Terry Bulldogs
in which he recorded 25 goals, 24
assist and 94 points.

Senior Hugo Estrada was selected
to play in the Mississippi Association
of Coaches All-Star Soccer game on
February 13, 2021 at Brandon High
School. Estrada, who is committed
to play at Co-Lin Community College
this fall, recorded 4 goals and 6
assists through his senior season
with the Bulldogs.

Junior Devin Ree was selected to
play in the 2021 Mississippi Sports
Medicine North/South Basketball AllStar game on March 20, 2021 at the
A.E. Wood Coliseum in Clinton, MS.
Ree, currently ranked the #1 basketball
player in the state for the class of 2022
by ESPN.com, is averaging 26.2 points,
12 rebounds, 5 assists, 3 blocks and 2
steals per game.
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Carruthers
Continued from page 1

encouraged his son’s interest in science.
According to his biography, the elder Carruthers died when Carruthers was just 12. After
his death, the family moved to Chicago, where
Carruthers’ mother, Sophia, went to work for the
U.S. Postal Service.
But Carruthers continued pursuing his interest
in science.
“As one of only a handful of African Americans competing in Chicago’s high school science
fairs, he won three awards, including first prize
for a telescope that he designed and built,” his

biographers wrote.
In 1957, Carruthers graduated from Chicago’s
Englewood High School and entered the engineering program at the University of Illinois’
Champaign-Urbana campus.
While an undergraduate, Carruthers focused on
aerospace engineering and astronomy.
After earning a bachelor’s degree in physics in
1961, Carruthers remained at the University of
Illinois, where he earned a master’s in nuclear
engineering in 1962.
In 1964, he earned a Ph.D. in aeronautical and

astronautical engineering.
In a 1992 interview with the American Institute
of Physics, Carruthers was asked whether it takes
anything different to get an African-American
student interested in science instead of a white
child.
“One of the things that most people agree on
is just giving them lectures is not really very effective. In other words, if you say that you are
going to give a lecture on space science, that is
too much like what they already get in school,
so it is not going to make a lasting impression on

them or necessarily attract them to the field,” Dr.
Carruthers stated.
“So, what we have been trying to do is give
them hands-on activities, use videos and demonstrations that get across information in a way
that’s more like entertainment, because certainly
students are interested in seeing science fiction
movies on television, they like to see ‘Star Trek’
and ‘Star Wars’ and ‘Battlestar Galactica.’ So,
what we’re trying to do is cast real science in a
way that’s as attractive to them as science fiction
is.”

heart of Mississippi where action for the movement took place. The Masonic Temple was down
the street from it. “This was a place for groups
and organizations to have all kinds of events,” she
continued.
The artist added that on the scene were many
groups (black and white, young and old, church
and unchurched), news reporters, Congressman
John Conyers, Vernon Dahmer, Medgar Evers
and other civil rights activists who gave support
and demonstrated that they were “outraged” but
not afraid.
“You had to be aware of your surroundings at
all times because you could be beaten and killed.
If you traveled in a car or in a group you could be
stopped, Derby mentioned.
Referencing Green’s funeral procession, Luckett asserted that the young were being molded by
their surroundings. He then appealed to listeners
to contact the center if they knew names of children in the porch scene photo. Today these chil-

dren would perhaps be in their 50s.
Derby reminisced: “People had a long way to
walk to the cemetery near Jim Hill High School. A
lot of people were outside standing and on porches, as well as those inside who were watching.”
Luckett made it known that today’s students
would not likely be aware that Gibbs-Green Memorial Plaza is a function of events that occurred
“at the demands of students.”
Seeking advice for camera usage to capture
events, Brandon Sherwood expressed curiosity.
Derby recommended that student photographers
take their cameras wherever they go and to be sure
to have a backup. Since cellphones are popular,
they are prime equipment. “Keep your day job,
but be diligent and dedicated [in photography],”
she maintained.
Derby indicated that her role within the civil
rights movement stemmed from her family lineage. “We fought for our country, and we have
to fight for our people. The black family must get

involved and teach their children to get involved
in what’s happening around them.”
Luckett announced two new awards from
MWC: (1) The Annual Doris Derby Visual Arts
and Social Justice Award, a $500 prize to a student
from any institution for best representation in visual arts; and (2) The Gibbs-Green Remembrance
Award – $500 for the best student essay. The winners will be announced at the Annual Commemoration of Gibbs-Green Legacy May 14 and 15.
May 1970: The Gibbs-Green Tragedy at Jackson State College exhibition is installed in the
Johnson Hall Art Gallery at JSU and runs through
June 2021. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, contact
the MWC at 601 979-3935 or view the gallery talk
on Facebook.
The program and exhibition were financially assisted by the National Endowment for the Humanities through the Mississippi Humanities Council.
See photos page 6.

brothers to lose her so abruptly.
Williams retired from the pastorship of College
Hill October 11, 2020, yet his heart remains with
the church family for whom he pastored ten years.
Even though he does not live in the Jackson area,
he continues to come when former members call
on him.
Williams will be eulogizing Robinson Friday
morning and Weir Saturday morning at College

Hill with very limited attendance due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Arrangements for Starks were
incomplete as of press time.
Williams said members are trying to understand
the deaths of three matriarchs of the church. “While
as shocking and alarming as this may be, may we
never forget that our God can turn our question
marks into exclamation points! During this difficult
season in the life of College Hill Baptist Church,

may we allow God to rearrange our circumstances.
Instead of asking H-O-W could this happen, let us
remember W-H-O is in control. Allow God to rearrange the letters of your circumstances from HO-W to W-H-O. Jesus never promised us seasons
without pain, but He did promise to give us peace
in the midst of our pain. Yes, there may be a storm
now, but can’t you hear Jesus whispering in our
ears, “Peace, be still?”

Gibbs – Green
Continued from page 1

and photographer for the Institute for the Study
of the History, Life and Culture of Black People
which was founded by Margaret Walker in 1968.
“It was a long process, spending 10-12-15
hours weekly for approximately 7 months. I have
memories of all the people and circumstance,” she
said. The artist opened the exhibit with credence
to Lawrence Jones who founded the JSU Art Department and attended many activities of the social justice movement.
“When I came to Mississippi, I brought my
camera. I documented images (not just this incident, but all of the events that followed) because
history books left us [blacks] out,” Derby contended.
Luckett noted that the MWC has virtual recordings of the various phenomena referencing
the protests. “Families never received any kind
of compensation. What happened that night was
plain murder.”
Derby injected that the COFO building was the

College Hill
Continued from page 1

who lives in Starks’ neighborhood, stated the Senate adjourned their meeting Tuesday in her memory, upon hearing of her passing.
Weir’s son, Willie Silas, said, “I talked to my
mother by phone at 7:03 p.m. Friday night and
in less than three hours she had expired after being rushed to the hospital with problems breathing
around 9:30 p.m. Even though his mother lived a
long healthy life, it was still a shock to him and his

Throughout Black History
Month and beyond, we
celebrate Black Joy.
Its beauty. Its brilliance. Its variety. Its tenacity.
Its resilience. Its ability to thrive despite everything.

The power of Black Joy truly knows no
bounds...it’s a Joy Supreme.

Celebrate a Joy Supreme with us at
aarp.org/nearyou
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A Celebration of Life and Resurrection

Ella Louise
Watson Robinson
June 8, 1930 - February 2, 2021

Ella Louise graduated, trading her cap and
gown for a glorious crown Tuesday, February 2,
2021. She lived 90 years fulﬁlling God’s purpose
for her life and leaving deep footprints for others
to follow.
Ella was born to Clarence Clay Watson and
Golena Galloway Watson June 8, 1930 as the 7th
child in Learned, Mississippi. Ella’s birth was
not recorded until June 9, 1930 and she enjoyed
celebrating her birthday twice in one month. She
talked of fond memories growing up in Learned
with her 8 sisters and brothers. She always told
how she walked barefoot and free, ﬁshing, riding horses and planting gardens with her mother.
It was this innocent country life that she loved
and always shared it with anyone who would listen. The Watson family were christians and Ella
came to know Jesus Christ as her Savior at an
early age. They attended Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church in Learned.
At 6 years old, the family moved to Jackson
and settled in West Jackson, known as Washington Addition behind Jackson State College (University) at 1222 Everett Avenue, now known
as Shirley Ave. They made their church home
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church under
the pastorate of Reverend W.L. Jones. Ella,
along with her family, quickly became actively
involved and served God with passion and purpose.
Ella attended Sallie Reynolds Elementary
School and Lanier High School. She received a
Bachelor of Science in Education in June 1953
at Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanical College
(University). Her educational journey also included receiving a Master’s degree in Education
from Indiana University in 1967. Her career in
education spanned over 39 years of shaping and
molding young children, both in Sunday School
and public school, into quality citizens who have
a positive impact in society.
Ella’s teaching career began in September
1953 at New Prospect School in Smith County,
MS. From 1953 until 1992, when she retired,
she taught at various schools throughout the
state and in the Jackson Public School System.
In February 1970, she transferred to McWillie
Elementary as a result of statewide integration.
Ella’s church service was equally as stellar
where she found so much joy in serving as departmental superintendent of Cradle Roll and the
Nursery Department at College Hill since 1965.
She was the ﬁrst female trustee on the trustee
board in the history of the church. Since the
1960s, she was a member of Circle #6, serving
as president and vice-president at various times.
Two organizations she served to better her
community included the Forward Lookers Federated Club and 100 Black Women, Inc. She was
a beloved member of the Rho Lamdba Omega
Chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Since 1994, Ella worked tirelessly for her
beloved Alcorn State University Foundation,
overseeing massive fundraising for the Jackson
Chapter of 104 members.
Ella’s honor and awards are numerous and sig-

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Robinson
niﬁcant as a witness to her hard work and education. Most notably, Ella was elected by the Alcorn community in 2013 as Alcornite of the Year
and honored as a Living Legend during Black
History Month in 2014. She received the Alcorn
Heritage award April 11, 2015.
Ella continued to enjoy gardening, cooking
and feeding friends and family. She had the gift
of hospitality extraordinaire. She enjoyed her
life, her family, her church and she loved Jesus,
her Savior.
Ella had one child, a daughter she named Paulette and this child was the love of her life. She
nurtured Paulette, exposing her to culture, class
and travel, teaching her to be a caring and giving
child. She sent her to the best schools and was
proud when Paulette followed in her footsteps
receiving her education and becoming a quality
citizen making a positive contribution to society.
The four grandchildren that Paula and her
late husband Darryl Bass gave to Ella made her
the proudest grandmother to ever brag about
her grands. And if that didn’t make her happy
enough, Ella’s six great-grands was icing on her
grandmother cake.
Ella Louise is preceded in homegoing by
her parents, Clarence and Golena Watson; four
brothers, Leroy, VP, Argusta and Albert; four sisters, Ozella, Ada Vertil, Laura Q.T. and Zelma
Yvonne and three infant siblings.
Ella leaves to cherish her memory daughter,
Paulette of Jackson, MS; grands, Damon Paul
(Angela) of Long Beach, CA; Danielle Elizabeth of Virginia Beach, VA and Dionne Michelle
of Jackson, MS; great-grandchildren, Titus Jeremiah of Jackson, MS, Jaylin and Jace of Long
Beach, CA, Alexis of Costa Mesa, CA, Elijah
and London of Virginia Beach, VA; a very large
and loving family of nieces, nephews and cousins around the country, very special godchildren,
friends, club sisters and her beloved church
members at College Hill Missionary Baptist
Church.
Ella Louise Watson Robinson will be celebrated with a public viewing Thursday, February 11,
2021 from 3-5 p.m. at Lakeover Memorial Fudneral Home in Jackson, MS.
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A Celebration of Life

Ruth Elizabeth
Oatis Weir

January 20, 1927 - February 5, 2021
Ruth Elizabeth Oatis Weir was the third child
of Carlia and Carrie Bell Ford Oatis born on
September 22, 1927 in Jackson, Mississippi.
She is preceded in death by her husband, “Aubrey” Weir; brothers Carlia Jr., John Martin
and sister Thelma Pearl. Ruth grew up in West
Jackson on Morehouse Street and joined College Hill Missionary Baptist Church at an early
age. She attended Jackson Public Schools and
Jackson State College.
Ruth graduated from Moore’s Beauty School
in Jackson, and Lydia’s Beauty School of Cosmetology in Chicago, Illinois; and was owner
and operator of Oatis Beauty Shop for over 45
years. As an entrepreneur, she opened Ruth’s
Place in the early 1960’s and was also a property investor.
She was a faithful employee for the City of
Jackson as the director of Smith Robertson
Multi-Purpose Senior Center until retirement
in 2012. During her 26 years of service, she
brought numerous programs of interest including health fairs, Black History celebrations,
computer classes and much more.
Ruth received many awards and recognitions
from various state and local organizations including Outstanding Award for the Miss Black
America Pageant in 1973; Who’s Who in Mississippi in 1974; the Black Business Woman
Award of Mississippi in 1976 and Active
Award from the Women for Progress in 1981.
She was a life member of the Sophisticated
Laverette’s Social and Civic Club and received
the Dedicated Service Award in 1986. She was
also honored by the City of Jackson with the
Outstanding Service Award in February 1996.
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
awarded her the following distinction, Mother
of the Year, Personality of the Month (1996)
and Black Achiever Award in February 1996.
She also was the state coordinator for the Miss
Black America of Mississippi Beauty Pageant
for several years.
Throughout her life time, she was a mentor
to women from all walks of life. After retirement, Ruth continued participating in various
organizations including the recognition of her
family’s contributions in the early-on services
for mid-wives now known as the Scott-Ford
Foundation, Inc. which is a part of the Farish

Weir

Street Historic District program. In addition,
she was a member of the National Council of
Negro Women, Pecan Park Circle Neighborhood Association, the Evening Stars Club of
Pearl Street A.M.E. Church and Circle Number
6 of College Hill Missionary Baptist Church.
Ruth leaves to cherish her memories: three
sons, Willie L. Silas, Jr. (Evelyn), George E.
Oatis (Anita) and Wilbert D. Oatis (Narah). She
was grandmother to Willie III (Billy), Patrick,
Bryant, Yancey, Terrence, Gary (deceased),
Jaree, Chris, Nicolas and Sylvia (deceased));
great-grandmother to Courtney, Bailey and
Christopher (deceased), Patrick Seth and
Raina; special nieces Carrie Ruth and Alma;
many nieces, nephews, special cousin (Dollie)
and special friends.
The celebration service will be held at College Hill Saturday, February 13 at 11 a.m. with
limited capacity, with CDC safety precautions
required. The service will be streamed live on
the College Hill Facebook page.
Visitation will be held at Westhaven Memorial Funeral Home in Jackson, MS, Friday, Feb.
12 from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. Burial will take
place at Garden Memorial Park in Jackson.
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Mary Wilson, longest-reigning
original Supreme, dies at 76
The Associated Press
Mary Wilson, one of the original members of the Supremes,
the 1960s group that helped
deﬁne the Motown sound and
style and propelled Diana Ross
to superstardom, has died. She
was 76.
A singer, best-selling author,
motivational speaker, businesswoman, former U.S. Cultural Ambassador, mother, and
grandmother, the legendary
Mary Wilson made great strides
on her inevitable journey to
greatness.
Wilson died Monday night
at her home in Nevada and the
cause was not immediately clear,
said publicist Jay Schwartz.
“I just woke up to this news,”
Ross tweeted on Tuesday, offering her condolences to Wilson’s
family. “I am reminded that each
day is a gift,” she added, writing “I have so many wonderful

Mary Wilson died suddenly late
Monday, Feb. 8, at her home just
outside of Las Vegas.
memories of our time together.”
As an original/founding
member of The Supremes, she
changed the face of popular music to become a trendsetter who
broke down social, racial and
gender barriers, which all started with the wild success of their
ﬁrst number one song.

Like many Motown artists,
Wilson, Ross and Florence Ballard had grown up in Detroit
and were still in their teens
when they were signed in 1961
by Berry Gordy to his young
record company. Within three
years, the Supremes had their
ﬁrst No. 1 hit, “Where Did Our
Love Go?” By the end of the
decade, they were Motown’s
greatest commercial success
and embodiment of the label’s
polished pop-soul music and elegant appearance.
Gordy issued a statement
Monday night saying he was
was “extremely shocked and
saddened to hear of the passing
of a major member of the Motown family, Mary Wilson of
the Supremes.”
According to Variety, Gordy
said “The Supremes were always known as the ‘sweethearts
of Motown.’”
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JPS honors board members
during statewide Recognition Week
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson Public School
District is pleased to join school
districts across the state in celebrating the individuals who
serve on local school boards.
The seven members of the JPS
Board of Trustees are to be commended for their commitment
to this community’s scholars
and families. Though they have
families, professional careers
and other responsibilities just
like the rest of us, they commit
additional time to the district’s
business – attending meetings
and school activities, answering
community questions, reﬁning
their governance skills and so
much more.
In observance of School
Board Member Recognition
Week in Mississippi, February
8-12, we recognize our board
members for the contributions
they make to the education of
our community’s students. We
are grateful for their commitment to improving learning experiences for all of our scholars
in grades pre-K through 12 with
an intense focus on academic achievement guiding their
work.
Our board members are ambassadors, promoting the district to the public and inform-

ing the community about its
challenges and successes. Often
their efforts go unnoticed but
yield invaluable community
support that helps our schools
succeed. We hope that you will
join us in recognizing their
dedication during School Board

Subscribe TODAY

Recognition Week.
Currently serving on the JPS
School Board are:
Letitia S. Johnson, president
(2017)
Letitia Simmons Johnson is
an accomplished attorney with
a strong ﬁnancial background.
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Her volunteer work includes
serving as treasurer for the
Jackson Chapter of The Links,
Inc.
Edward D. Sivak Jr., vice
president (2017)
Ed Sivak is the executive vice
president/chief policy and com-

munications ofﬁcier for Hope
Enterprise Corporation where
he has worked since 2000. Sivak is also a member of the
Better Together Commission,
the independent group charged
with transforming the Jackson
Public School District in 2017.
Barbara T. Hilliard, secretary
(2017)
Barbara Hilliard taught secondary English at a number of
JPS schools before becoming
the International Baccalaureate program coordinator at Jim
Hill High School. She was also
a coordinator of the Advanced
Placement curriculum. She
has shared her expertise in advanced curriculum as a conference presenter and professional
development trainer for more
than 20 years.
Frank Figgers, member (2018)
Frank Figgers is a strategy
consultant for One Voice Inc., a
local nonproﬁt focused on voting rights and education. Additionally, he served on the board
of the Young People’s Project of
Jackson and was vice-chairman
of the board of directors for
the Veterans of the Mississippi
Civil Rights Movement. As a
student at Tougaloo College, he
worked with the Jackson Human Rights Project.

Robert Luckett, member
(2017)
Robert Luckett is director of
the Margaret Walker Center for
the Study of the African American Experience at Jackson State
University. He also serves on
the boards of the new Mississippi Civil Rights Museum,
Leadership Greater Jackson, the
Greater Jackson Chamber Partnership and others.
Jeanne Middleton Hairston,
member (2017)
Jeanne Middleton Hairston
has worked most recently as a
consultant with the Mississippi
Department of Archives and
History and the Children’s Defense Fund in Washington, D.C.
Her career spans more than
three decades as an educator
and administrator. She is an active presenter in areas involving
student rights and educational
opportunity.
Cynthia Thompson, member
(2020)
Thompson and her husband
are entrepreneurs and community leaders. In addition to her
independent Mary Kay beauty
consulting business, the couple
operates Thompson Technologies, a computer repair and information technology services
company.
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Capitol
action could
affect wallets
and leisure
By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press
Mississippi legislators are
making decisions that could
affect people’s wallets and
change some of their leisure
activities.
Teachers could get a pay
raise. Senate Bill 2001 would
give $1,000 to most teachers
and $1,100 to newer ones as a
way to bump up the base pay.
The bill has passed the Senate
and has moved to the House for
more work. Republican Gov.
Tate Reeves said during his
State of the State address that
he will sign any teacher pay
raise bill that lands on his desk.
Another proposal to make
teaching more attractive is a
college loan repayment program. Under Senate Bill 2305,
the state would pay off part of
the student loan for any person
who teaches up to three years
in a Mississippi public school,
with higher payments made to
those teaching in areas with
critical needs. The bill has
passed the Senate and moves
to the House.
It’s been 21 years since Mississippi increased cash assistance payments through Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families. The current welfare
payments are $146 for a family of two, $170 for a family of
three and $194 for a family of
four. Senate Bill 2759 would
give a $90 a month increase to
each category, based on a recommendation from Mississippi Department of Human Services director Bob Anderson.
“These are the poorest of the
poor in our state,’’ Republican
Sen. Joey Fillingane of Sumrall said during a Senate debate
Thursday.
Fillingane described the $90
a month increase as a “modest but reasonable amount that
Mississippi could afford.’’ He
said the state usually has about
2,500 families who qualify
for TANF; it’s closer to about
3,000 now.
Fillingane said the increase
would cost about $2.8 million
a year, and all of that would be
federal money.

Republican Sen. Melanie Sojourner of Natchez said during
the debate: “Of course, those
are all our dollars.’’
Sojourner was one of nine
senators, all Republicans, who
voted against the increase.
Republican Sen. David Parker of Olive Branch, who voted
for the bill, said: “An increase
can deﬁ nitely help in this situation.’’
The bill moves to the House
for more work.
One of the bills that could affect leisure activities is Senate
Bill 2787. It would eliminate
the need for a passenger in a
boat to be an observer when
one person is driving the boat
and another is skiing behind
it. The bill says the boat driver
could use a rearview mirror to
observe the skier. Sojourner
said some other states already
have similar laws. The bill
passed the Senate but was held
for the possibility of more debate.
House Bill 1288 would allow
charter boat operators to sell
alcohol to passengers on board
– something that legislators are
calling “booze cruises.’’ This
would be limited to boats that
carry at least 49 passengers
and that operate in the waters
off the three coastal counties.
The bill has passed the House
and moves to the Senate.
Running low on merlot?
Don’t want to bundle up to buy
bourbon? House Bill 1135 and
Senate Bill 2804 would allow
for home delivery of beer, wine
and liquor. Each chamber has
passed its own bill. They must
eventually agree on a single
bill to send to the governor.
Among those backing the proposal for alcohol delivery is the
grocery delivery service Shipt,
according to an attorney who
spoke to a Senate committee.
Two bills that are awaiting
consideration – House Bill
1030 and Senate Bill 2313 –
would allow college athletes
to be compensated for their
own name, image and likeness.
That would affect fans’ leisure
activities and the athletes’ wallets.

www.mississippilink.com

Photos from the
Gibbs-Green
shooting
virtual exhibit

M I S S I S S I P P I C O V I D - 1 9 U P D AT E

PHOTOS OF SCREEN SHOTS BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT

NATIONAL
www.mississippilink.com

FEBRUARY 11 - 17, 2021

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 7

Stacey Abrams, Black Lives Matter
are nominated for Nobel Peace Prize
By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Contributor
Both Stacey Abrams and the
Black Lives Matter movement
have been nominated to win the
Nobel Peace Prize.
The nominations represent an
opportunity for either Abrams or
Black Lives Matter to win over
even more support around the
globe should they win.
There have been many controversies around the Peace Prize
and a win by Abrams or Black
Lives Matter would likely extend the line of controversies.
Past winners have included Martin Luther King Jr. (1964), Nelson Mandela (1993), President
Barack Obama (2009), Koﬁ Annan (2001) and Jimmy Carter
(2002).
“Stacey Abrams, political
activist, voter registration and
voting rights advocate, has set
a national standard for democracy. Her political activism has

resulted in a nomination for a
Nobel Prize. She deserves it and
would become an even bigger
voting rights, VR and democracy
champion,” wrote the Rev. Jesse
Jackson Sr. on twitter.
The news of the Abrams
nomination arrived on the same
day that Georgia Republicans
launched a “Stop Stacey” group.
The group was created to support current Georgia Governor
Brian Kemp in his expected rematch against Democrat Stacey
Abrams. The race will be in 2022.
The defeat of former U.S.
Senator Kelly Loefﬂer to Rev.
Raphael Warnock demonstrated
the strength of the black vote in
Georgia.
Even before Abrams announced whether she will run
again, there is a sign of deep concern among Republicans about
the threat she poses next year to
the ﬁrst-term governor.
Abrams’ efforts were so notice-

able and the turnaround from red
to blue in Georgia so pronounced
that Donald Trump brought her
up during his effort to ﬂip the
election results in 2020 his favor
in Georgia.
The recipients of the Nobel
Peace Prize will be announced in
October.
The Nobel Prizes have been
given out since 1901 and were
started by Swedish industrialist
and inventor Alfred Nobel. Prizes are given out for distinguished
work in chemistry, physics, physiology or medicine and literature.
Lauren Victoria Burke is an
independent journalist for Thr
National Newspaper Publishers
Association, also known as The
Black Press. She is the host of the
podcast BURKEFILE and a political strategist as Principal of
Win Digital Media LLC. She may
be contacted at LBurke007@
gmail.com and on twitter at @
LVBurke

We are thrilled to have Stacey Abrams deliver the Democratic Response to the State of the Union. Her
electrifying message reinvigorated our nation and continues to inspire millions in every part of the
country.” HOUSE SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI, JANUARY 2019 / OFFICE OF THE HOUSE SPEAKER / WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Pastor says ﬁght for civil
rights looks different in 2021
By Joe Severi
TriceEdneyWire.com
For America’s civil rights
movement, 2020 was a tough
year.
Giants of the civil rights
movement, John Lewis and the
Rev. C.T. Vivian, both died July
17. The Rev. Joe Lowery, who
helped the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. found the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, died just four months before.
All three worked closely over
the years with King in the ﬁght
for racial justice and, for decades long after King was assassinated, these leaders still
served as a light for that ﬁght,
said the Rev. Ron English, who
served 21 years as head pastor
at the First Baptist Church of
Charleston in West Virginia.
English’s ties to the King
family are well known. Born in
1944 in Atlanta, English grew
up attending Ebenezer Baptist
Church, where King’s father
served as senior pastor for 44
years. The two families were
close, and English delivered a
prayer at King’s funeral in April
1968.
Toward the end of his prayer,
English called for the community to deepen its commitment to
King’s teachings, strictly adhering to nonviolence as the foundation for change.
Now, nearly 53 years later,
COVID-19 disproportionately
kills black Americans and, with
the mass racial justice protests
in the country last summer in response to the killing of George
Floyd, English said 2020 has
once again created the forum to
spur systemic change.
But as longtime inﬂuential
civil rights icons become fewer
in number, English said, the
country is deeply missing those
voices during this time of crisis.
“The leadership that was rooted in the pattern of nonviolence,
which was really a way of moving from harm to healing, that

Rev. Ron English
kind of direction is void in this
moment,’’ English said.
Crisis will present itself and
ﬁnd leaders like King, English
said, but today it’s difﬁcult to
ﬁnd those people.
“Their moral compass and
moral convictions were a part
of how they made a difference
– and we don’t have on the national scene, that kind of moral
consciousness and leadership,’’
he said. “That’s a vacuum that
hopefully will be ﬁlled.’’
One person who could ﬁll
the vacuum is Georgia’s newlyelected senator, the Rev. Raphael Warnock. Warnock is the
state’s ﬁrst black senator, and he
remains senior pastor at Ebenezer Baptist in Atlanta. The senator said he plans to return home
every weekend to continue services.
Warnock presided over the
funerals for both of English’s
parents. He’s led the historic
church since 2005, which today
boasts a congregation of more
than 6,000 people.
The last time Warnock entered the U.S. Capitol building
before he took ofﬁce was in
2017, when he was arrested for
praying in the rotunda. He and
other religious leaders protested
a bill introduced by House Republicans that would have cut a
number of social services for the
poor.
Warnock holds King’s com-

mitment to persistent nonviolent
protest as a way of achieving
racial justice, but in 2021, there
are hardly any other folks in
power who have stepped up to
show they share the same beliefs, English said.
After Warnock won his race,
English posted a photo on Facebook he took in 2015 of Warnock, Lewis and longtime civil
rights leader Julian Bond in a
back study room in Ebenezer
Baptist. He congratulated his
colleague, welcoming him to
the famed fellowship of good
trouble.
Warnock is just one man ﬁghting for systemic change. To get
things done, English said, others
in power have to step up too.
“That’s where I think the void
is, and I really don’t know where
and how that void is going to be
ﬁxed,’’ English said. “We might
be dealing with that for a while
until the issues become so deep
that we see that they cannot just
be resolved by legislation.’’
English, who recently took
over as president of the Charleston NAACP, knows at least
where the ﬁght begins.
Community-level organizing
and collaboration, with constant
communication and planning
from groups and individuals
within communities, he said,
is just the basis for generating
change.
Just look at how Warnock was
elected.
“I didn’t think he would win.
I really didn’t,’’ English said
about when he ﬁrst heard Warnock was wading into the hotly
contested Senate race. And when
all eyes turned to Georgia Jan. 6,
with control of the Senate on the
line, Warnock trounced his opponent by almost 93,000 votes.
Behind Warnock’s victory
was a team of black women organizers who put in the groundwork and turned out the vote
statewide. Leading that ﬁght
was former gubernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams, who

worked tirelessly in the two
years after her narrow defeat to
ﬂip Georgia blue.
English said Abrams’ commitment to the community
pushed Warnock across the line.
“Her genius was really what
kind of informed his platform,
as well as informed his way of
organizing and how that hooked
up at the right time for the right
cause,’’ English said. “So I think
a lot of the issues that he will address in terms of poverty, social
justice and racial inequality will
be largely conditioned by how
the impact of Stacey Abrams
helped bring that victory about.’’
English said when he was
a young man, he was driving
late in the night through Stone
Mountain, east of Atlanta,
which at the time was heavy Ku
Klux Klan territory. Then the
blue lights started ﬂashing behind him.
“A trooper stopped me without any reason, and when I got
out of the car and asked him
why he stopped me, he slapped
me on the hand with a ﬂashlight,
almost broke my ﬁnger and said
‘N(asterisk)(asterisk)(asterisk)
(asterisk)(asterisk) I don’t have
to have a reason to stop you,’
and then he told me to get in the
car,’’ English said.
When police stopped black
men near Stone Mountain,
English said they didn’t always
make it to behind bars.
“I was glad when we arrived
at the jail because a lot of times
black men who had gotten in
the backseat of a trooper’s car
were never heard of again,’’ he
said.
Thanks to the work of King,
Lewis and other civil rights
leaders, this outright criminal
racism is less often found. But
after schools were ordered to
be desegregated in 1954, English said a lot of the country
looked away from the systemic
racism still plaguing black communities, especially in the deep
south.

Recalling
conversations
with King near the end of his
life, English said King said on
more than one occasion “that
his dream had become a nightmare’’ because of the continuing
evils of racism, militarism and
economic depression.
Half a century beyond English’s most threatening interaction with police, black communities still hold distrust for law
enforcement. English said he’s
glad to help build that trust in
Charleston, where he’s worked
with ofﬁcers through trainings
on emotional intelligence, helping them recognize their own
biases and how their emotions
affect them.
Floyd’s death by the knee of
a Minneapolis Police ofﬁcer
ignited the nationwide push for
a similar system of community
policing, English said.
Improving police-community
relations is just one issue facing the black population, but it’s
one that’s instrumental to building the health of black communities, English said. In West Virginia, black communities suffer
from high rates of racial health
disparities, which the pandemic
will only worsen.
COVID-19 not only hit black
communities harder, English
said the vaccine rollout has
also disproportionately favored
white people in the states tracking race data. Abuses like the
Tuskegee experiments still linger in the minds of black Americans, he said, leaving these
communities to further suffer if
that trust is not built.
“It’s really going to be a challenge for us to encourage black
folk to take the vaccine,’’ he
said.
Building wealth in black
communities is the other key to
building strong communities.
Similar to Charleston’s Triangle
District – a primarily black community that was gutted for the
construction of an interstate in
the 1970s – English’s boyhood

neighborhood in Atlanta was
once a home to black-owned
businesses and was ﬁlled with
opportunities for economic development.
“One of the things that made
growing up in Atlanta unique
was Auburn Avenue. It was like
the Black Wall Street. Everything we needed was on Auburn
Avenue,’’ he said. “It was really
so close to being sufﬁcient in
the way of meeting the needs of
everyday folk. That part of Atlanta was just a prized place to
be.’’
Auburn Avenue runs right beside Ebenezer Baptist, but you
won’t ﬁnd that same community
in Atlanta today.
“Gentriﬁcation around that
area has really moved a lot of
folks out that were there,’’ English said. “That’s one of the sad
parts of going back home and
not seeing those spaces and
places that I grew up with.’’
With a renewed spirit and
ground-level momentum behind
achieving racial justice, English said there is so much work
that needs to be put in acrossthe-board. The last four years,
if anything, have magniﬁed the
systemic racism that exists in
America today, he said.
“The good news about what’s
happening now is that it’s becoming more evident. It’s becoming more revealed, and you
can’t heal what you don’t reveal,’’ English said.
Like the ﬁre that King and
those leaders ignited half a century ago, English said he again
sees communities desperate for
change. And now it’s now on us
to meet the moment like they
did.
“There’s a continuing pattern
that unfolds in history, that after
this kind of explosion, it begins
to make a difference in terms of
how the healing can take place,’’
English said. “And unless you
know the extent and depth of the
harm, you can’t move toward
healing.’’
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Why do we
No fear
need Salvation? in love
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By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
Some people
look as though
they are getting
along ﬁne, so
why would they
need salvation?
Everyone who
does not have salvation is lost
– the wealthy man or woman,
the churchgoer, the hypocrite,
the lukewarm professor – all
are lost. Anyone who is living
in sin needs salvation. Luke
19:10 states, “For the Son of
man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost.”
Everyone has lost something. For example, most men
have probably laid down a tool
and could not ﬁnd it and search

until they found it. Men have
lost their wallets, women have
lost their purses, and children
have gotten lost, but friend,
those times are nothing compared to losing your soul and
facing an angry God at the
Judgment.
I think people think that
God is going to be lenient with
them at the Judgment, even if
they are unsaved. God is not
going to extend His hand and
say, “I’m sorry that you did not
make it; I know that you really
tried and put forth effort, so I
am not angry with you because
I know all about your trials.”
Someone may ask, “Do you
think people really think that
way?” Yes, they do. God is not
going to let people into Heaven

who are not born again. To see
the inside of Heaven, you must
be born again.
We read in Proverbs 28:13,
“He that covereth his sins
shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them
shall have mercy.” Also, we
read in Romans 6:23, “For
the wages of sin is death;
but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.”
The Apostle Paul, writing to
the Romans, said in Romans
1:16, “For I am not ashamed of
the Gospel of Christ: for it is
the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth,
to the Jew ﬁrst, and also to
the Greek.” Salvation in its
most basic sense is the saving

of a life from death or harm.
Particularly in the New Testament, salvation includes deliverance from the penalty and
the power of sin.
Those of us who are saved
were once spiritually dead.
We were not alive unto God;
we were separated from Him.
The Psalmist wrote in Psalm
27:1, “The Lord is my light
and my salvation; whom shall
I fear? The Lord is the strength
of my life; of whom shall I be
afraid?”
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is a
member of the National Association of Evangelism Church
of God, Anderson, Ind.
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You may be
reading this column on or after
Valentine’s Day,
the lover’s holiday.
For some, this day
to celebrate and
show love is one
ﬁlled with mixed emotions. For
some, Valentine’s Day is a day of
nervous anticipation wondering if
roses will be sent to their job. For
others, it might include praying
to God not to spend another Valentine’s Day along or with your
friends who also don’t have a date/
signiﬁcant other.
It seems like for so many, the
fear of not having the romantic day
that we believe we are entitled to or
the fear of being taken advantage
of prevents us from enjoying the
love that Valentine’s Day offers.
This stranglehold of fear reminds me of Constellation, a 2007
movie that showed the far-reaching effects of both fear and love.
Constellation starred Billy Dee
Williams, Gabrielle Union, Hill
Harper, Zoë Saldana and others as
a southern family that deals with
the effects of misunderstood and
mishandled love. Gabrielle Union’s
character Carmel Boxer provides a
spiritual backbone to the fractured
family brought together for her funeral after her death.
Carmel spent her life dealing
with the devastation of never being
able to completely enjoy a 1940’s
romantic relationship because her
boyfriend was white. Sadly, neither marries others but spend their
lives overshadowed by the regret
of what could have been between
them.
Eventually, Carmel’s Paris,
France based artist brother, Helms
Boxer, played by 1970’s heartthrob
Billy Dee Williams, returns to
their Huntsville, Alabama hometown to settle Carmel’s business
affairs after her death. However,
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Helms also struggles with the fear
of allowing anyone to get close to
him or getting close to anyone.
More than one of the major characters in the movie seems to silently
struggle with embracing love for
fear that it will scar them. As a
result, they never seem to be able
to enjoy love because of their longheld suspicions. The few characters that were able to overcome
this fear were blessed to enjoy the
freedom that comes from embracing love.
The movie excellently showed
the inner turmoil that comes when
we walk away from unconditional
love because of the fear of being
rejected conditionally. It paints a
wonderful cinematic picture of the
truth in 1 John 4:18: “There is no
fear in love; but perfect love casts
out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not
been made perfect in love.” One
of the most memorable lines of the
movie was when Carmel stated
that it’s not love that leaves you
scarred; it’s walking away from it
that hurts you.
Regardless of your romantic situation this Valentine’s season, embrace and be open to the unconditional love that God offers. Luke
6:38 reminds “Give, and it will be
given to you...For with the measure you use, it will be measured
to you.” Think about giving to others instead of waiting on others to
give to you.
Sincere gestures of love can be
valuable to both the giver and the
receiver. The beauty of Valentine’s
is being able to give unconditional
love with a grateful heart.
Shewanda Riley is a Fort Worth,
Texas based author of “Love
Hangover: Moving from Pain
to Purpose After a Relationship
Ends” and “Writing to the Beat of
God’s Heart: A Book of Prayers
for Writers.” Email preservedbypurpose@gmail.com or follow her
on Twitter @shewanda.
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Mississippi vs. City of The heroes
within us
Jackson pot calling
the kettle black
By Leon Williams
Contributing Writer
In
African
American culture
there is a verbal
game of teasing
known as “playing the dozens”
consisting of two
people, typically males, trading insults about each other
and their family members. Traditionally, it takes place in front
of a group of spectators, who,
by their reaction, provoke increasingly lurid behavior.
Vice president and general
manager for WLBT-TV 3, Ted
Fortenberry, in his ‘Consider
This’ television editorials displays an obsessive focus on the
City of Jackson and its leadership, particularly Councilman
Kenneth Stokes and Mayor
Chokwe Lumumba. Fortenberry has offered condescending
commentary on public schools,
the Jackson Airport, crime and
just about everything else considered challenging for the city.
In a similar fashion, the Republican-controlled Mississippi Legislature and the last three
Mississippi governors, have
been playing the dozens rela-

The above ranking is based on the U.S. News & World Report’s current
comparative statistical review of the United States.
tive to their detestation of the
city of Jackson; notwithstanding their own political tampering designed to provide assurance the city’s progress will be
stymied.
Furthermore, there is no consideration of the fact that white
families abandoned the City
of Jackson by the thousands
to avoid integrating schools,
taking with them much of the
city’s tax base that would otherwise support Jackson’s infrastructure, education system
and safety. Additionally, once
these families were established
in the surrounding counties,
particularly Madison County
and Rankin County, businesses
were lured from Jackson into

those counties, further contributing to the fragility and decay
of Jackson’s infrastructure and
tax base. Sam’s Club, The Outlets, Trustmark Park, Puckett
Machinery,
Mercedes-Benz
auto dealership, Nissan, U.S.
Foods and several medical service facilities are among such
enterprises.
Adding insult to injury, closure of Jackson’s YMCA facilities leaves Jackson’s youth with
few options for safe places to
play and grow.
Many of Mississippi’s political operatives ﬁ nd themselves
in a catch-22 situation: how to
reconcile their personal disdain for the city and its leadership with their responsibility to

work for the betterment of Mississippi’s Capitol City. Unfortunately, they have elected to
cut off their noses to spite their
faces. Their decision explains
the reason Mississippi ranks
last, or nearly last, in almost
every national statistic.
The governor and others
should consider this: During
the last 18 years more than 80%
of the Mississippi State Legislature has been controlled by
Republicans, including the last
three governors. Yet, during
this tenure, while the governors and many of the legislators often focused on lambasting the City of Jackson; they
have been overlooking their
own far-less-than-impressive
reality.
This blunt revelation of Mississippi’s own standing should
compel Fortenberry, the governor and state legislators to come
to terms with the hypocritical
nature of their political posture
relative to the City of Jackson.
Sadly, at least in the near term,
it is not likely to happen.
Cooperative progress will
be slow and painstaking for as
long as the pot continues to call
the kettle black.

Celebrating Black History
Month during COVID-19
By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
I have a t-shirt
that has written
on it “Black History Month Every
Month.” I wear it
because I believe
it.
Black History Month in February was once Black History
Week. It remained that way
until 1970 when it was ﬁ rst
celebrated at Kent State University in Ohio. In 1976, President Gerald Ford recognized
Black History Month across
America.
When I was going to elementary school in Winston-Salem
N.C., we had Black History
Week. Even at a young age, I
wondered how all black history could be packed into a week
and then literally disappear until the following February.
Growing up there, we had
black history in our community
every day. We had a black bus
company, a black cab company
and a black hospital. Our community had doctors, lawyers,

teachers, skilled workers and
businessmen and women who
looked like me. I am black.
As important was the fact
that my parents gave me a
steady diet about the accomplishments of black people.
So arguably, I was in the
middle of black greatness.
As children, we did not have
to look for role models. They
were in our homes.
All along back in the day and
today, we stand on the broad
and unbowed shoulders of our
forefathers and mothers. To
keep it real, there could be no
Lloyd J. Austin III, the 28th secretary of defense without there
ﬁ rst being a Daniel “Chappie”
James Jr. who became the ﬁ rst
African American to reach the
rank of four star general in the
United States Armed Forces in
1975.
So, our celebrations of Black
History Month will be different this year. We have a monster disease out here called
COVID-19 and it does not
distinguish February from any
other month.
While our celebrations will

be virtual, there are other ways
to celebrate Black History
Month.
One of the basic ways is
to read a book authored by a
black writer. I am sure when
you google names like Shirley
Chisholm, Whitney Young and
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. that
you will be inspired by their
writings.
Let us not forget Andrew
Young, Flonzie Brown Wright,
John Lewis and most recently,
Amanda Gorman. Another
author that you might want to
read is Dr. Darius Prier. The
title of his book is Culturally
Relevant Teaching: Hip Hop
Pedagogy In Urban Schools.
The list of African Americans
authors is signiﬁcant so take
advantage of it.
We are in the age of zoom so
why not call a few friends and
have a Black History discussion. It will be fun and different.
If you are at or near the twilight of your life, you want to
have some reﬂections about
your life and how you made it
through.

Just what we have been
called is a history lesson in and
of itself. It will require you to
do some research.
Deep in our slavery days we
were called by the n word. I do
not use that word at all, and I
am offended by those who do.
As we celebrate let us make a
commitment to treat each other better. Dignity and respect
ought to be our calling cards.
We cannot expect others to respect us if we do not respect
ourselves. I pause here now
to ask you to remember The
Staple Singers who had the hit,
Respect Yourself.
Why not have some daily
moments in Black History. For
example, when you think about
blood plasma, think about
Dr. Charles Drew. When you
think about poetry, think about
Gwendolyn Brooks and Maya
Angelou.
When you stop at a trafﬁc
light, think about Garrett Morgan who invented it.
Black History is not a month,
it is a way of life. We are surrounded by it every day so let
us celebrate it every day.

By Oscar H. Blayton
the building of the AmeriPres. Black Chamber of Commerce can spirit that most white
Each Febru- people recognize.
ary in schools
Regardless of their couracross the na- age or contributions to
tion, pictures American society, black
of well-known heroes are constructed by
black histori- America’s dominant socal ﬁgures are cial class to be ﬁgures who
mounted on bulletin boards merely pleaded for the recin commemoration of Black ognition of the humanity of
History Month.
black people. But this conThese ﬁgures are pre- struct denies these black
sented to young American icons the one deﬁ ning charminds as black heroes to be acteristic of a hero. A true
noted during the shortest hero faces, and strives to
month of the year, and then overcome, adversity. Our
tucked away for the next 11 greatest adversity, which is
months.
the core problem in AmerAs long as this annual ica, is the denial of our huexercise creeps along from manity. A true black hero
year to year in its pres- does not plead for white
ent form, it will inhibit the people to stop denying our
recognition of the “Black humanity. Our true heroes
character” of America. have faced this problem and
Black History Month, as it struggled to overcome it.
exists today, continues the
Malcolm X, W.E.B. Dupractice of “othering” black Bois and Ida B. Wells, just
people in America.
to name a few, stood couraTo make sense of this, geously against our greatwe need to consider the na- est adversity and struggled
ture of heroes. Heroes, like mightily trying to end it in
many things in our lives, the face of condemnation
are social constructs. They and demonization. Dr. Marare created to act as build- tin Luther King Jr., because
ing blocks in our “nation of his courageous struggle,
building.” The hero deﬁ nes has been raised up as a
who we are as a people and Founding Father of the new
exempliﬁes our best and America that can be.
most desirable characterisBut America is still a
tics. Heroes, in this sense, work in progress. And as
are not the builders of a we build this nation, there
nation; they are the build- is still a need for new heing blocks of the “national roes. We must keep in mind
spirit” or the “volksgeist” that the construction of heof a people.
roes is a social choice. For
George Washington has America to become the libbeen so venerated as an eral democracy we pretend
American hero that the it to be, this country must
dome ceiling in the rotunda admit that it has had a probof the U.S. Capitol depicts lem in choosing its national
his deiﬁcation in a painting heroes.
titled “The Apotheosis of
It is easy for black folk to
Washington.” He receives see that America’s choice
this hero worship despite of heroes is a problem. We
the fact that he bought and know what kind of nation
sold human beings as chat- we want. And we know
tel slaves. Many well-doc- what kind of hero we need
umented instances exist to bring that nation into bewhere he treated black men ing. We want a nation that
and women as less than hu- not only allows us to live,
man.
but one that allows us to BE.
Davy Crockett also is
Unfortunately, it has alcounted among the panthe- ways been the talent of the
on of American heroes even elites of this country to
though he met his death at shape the narrative of the
the Alamo in 1836 trying to political question of the day
preserve slavery in Texas to serve their needs. And
when it was still a part of this requires a denial of
Mexico. Mexico had ofﬁ- the existence or severity of
cially abolished slavery in the problems of black folk.
1829 and Gen. Santa Anna For the past four centuries,
marched to Texas – and the black folk have been so preAlamo – in 1836 to ﬁ nally occupied with staying alive,
rid it of that abomination.
that precious few of us have
I will abbreviate this list engaged in the struggle to
by lastly naming Confed- defend our right to BE.
erate Gen. Robert E. Lee,
The task before us now is
whose statue still stands in to remove America’s toxic
glory in Richmond, Vir- heroes and to construct
ginia, a city where, in 2003, our own and see to it that
condemnation of a statue they are given their rightful
erected to honor Abraham place in the pantheon of our
Lincoln reached a fever nation.
pitch by Confederate symIn order to ensure that
pathizers.
we have heroes to raise up,
Nations are built in the it is important that we all
shadows of mythic heroes. become the type of couraWhite heroes who populate geous, self-sacriﬁcing perAmerican mythology are son that should be honored
legion. But they are men and emulated. We have
who are feted for slaughter- plenty of role models to go
ing Indians, building infra- by, so we must become the
structure with black labor heroes upon which our naunder the lash and oppress- tion is to be built.
ing the Latinx people of our
It is up to each of us to
Southwest.
confront the adversity opIn the ethos of Amer- pressing us all, be the heica, there has been little roes we are meant to be and
tolerance for heroes who make this nation what it can
promote true justice and become.
equality. And black folk
Oscar H. Blayton is a forare seldom raised up as mer Marine Corps combat
“national” heroes because pilot and human rights acpeople of color are believed tivist who practices law in
to have nothing to do with Virginia.
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LEGAL

LEGAL

LEGAL

Advertisement for Bids

Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2021-02 Access Point Replacements

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Ofﬁce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time), March 09, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if
approved for forty-ﬁve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be
sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at
219 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Ofﬁce Box
17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 PM, local time, Tuesday, March 9,
2021, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud for:
The demolition and cleaning of Casa Grande Apartments located at 3603
Terry Rd (Parcels 626-118 and 626-118-1)
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs,
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons,
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering
City residents for employment opportunities.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid
submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal
Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded
an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal
Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Ofﬁce of Economic Development at 601-960-1055. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications
and a copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room
223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson hereby notiﬁes all bidders that in compliance with Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.
Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the ofﬁces
of the Community Improvement Division located at 200 S. President Street,
Suite 331, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1054. Prospective bidders may obtain copies of all materials required for bidding purposes.
There is NO charge for electronic or e-mail copies. Ofﬁcial bid documents
can be downloaded from Central Bidding at www.centralbidding.com. Electronic bids can be submitted at www.centralbidding.com. For any questions
relating to the electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225810-4814.

Proposal forms and detailed speciﬁcations may be obtained free of charge by
emailing adevans@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at
www.jackson.k12.ms.us.
Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.

LEGAL
ADVERTISEMENT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
AMI WATER METERS
TWENTY-FOUR (24) MONTH TERM
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals for
AMI Water Meters.
Proposals will be received at the Ofﬁce of the Municipal Clerk or electronically
until 3:30 P.M. CT, February 23, 2021, at which time proposal will be publicly
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council
Chambers).
Copies of the request for proposals may be obtained from Carla Dazet, Water-Sewer Business Administration, 1000 Metrocenter, Suite 100, Jackson,
Mississippi 39209 or through Central Bidding at their website, www.centralbidding.com. A copy of the request for proposals is also available for review
through the Ofﬁce of the Municipal Clerk.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid
submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal
Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the
City’s EBO Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror
from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Ofﬁce
of Economic Development at 601-960-1055. Copies of the Executive Order,
EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of the program are available at 200 South
President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life
of its citizens, through various programs, employment initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and other entities doing
business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on
various project or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving
its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.
The City of Jackson hereby notiﬁes all bidders that in compliance with Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.
Sealed, signed proposals must be received no later than 3:30p.m. Central
Standard Time, on February 21, 2021, whether submitted electronically or as
physical copies. All proposals submitted as physical copies shall be submitted to the attention of:
If by hand delivery: City of Jackson
Ofﬁce of the Municipal Clerk
219 South President Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
City of Jackson
Ofﬁce of the Municipal Clerk
Post Ofﬁce Box 17
Jackson, MS 39205-0017

Proposals may also be submitted electronically. An electronic proposal can
be submitted at www.centralbidding.com. For any questions relating to the
electronic bidding process, please call Central Bidding at 225-810-4814.
A pre-proposal conference will be held on February 16, 2021 at 2:00 pm. The
pre-proposal meeting may be held as a virtual meeting or as an in-person
meeting, depending upon situation that exists at that time. Details about the
pre-proposal meeting will be provided to all entities requesting a copy of the
RFP and may also be obtained by contacting Carla Dazet through the contact
information provided below.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. The City also reserves the right to waive any and all informalities with respect to any proposal
submitted. Proposal awards will be made to the best proposer based on the
evaluation criteria in the request for proposals.
For technical questions about this proposal contact Carla Dazet by telephone
at (601) 960-2387 or by email at cgammill@jacksonms.gov.
2-4-2021, 2-11-2021

Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson,
MS 39213
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all
bids.
Time: 10:00 A.M.
2-11-2021, 2-18-2021, 2-25-2021

LEGAL
LEGAL
Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle
Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be
sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.
1994 TOYT UDX Vin # 1NXAE09B1RZ208688
Registered to: Roach Wanda
New South Federal Savings Bank, Lien Holder
Date of Sale: Feb.. 26, 2021
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson,
MS 39213
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all
bids.
Time: 10:00 A.M.
2-11-2021, 2-18-2021, 2-25-2021

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle
Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will
be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.
2011 Niss ATR Vin #1N4BL2APOBN516085
Registered to: Smith, Patricia A. Caldwell, Dominique
Well Fargo Dealer Service, Lien Holder
Date of Sale: Feb. 19, 2021
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson,
MS 39213
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all
bids.
Time: 10:00 A.M.
1-28-2021, 2-4-2021, 2-11-2021

LEGAL
Advertisement for RFP

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

by: LaTonya Miller, Manager
Community Improvement Division of Planning and Development
2-4-2021, 2-11-2021

1999 Niss Frontion Vin # 1N6ED26YXXC343861
Registered to: Harold D. Johnson
Matthew B. Regan, Lien Holder
Date of Sale: Feb.. 26, 2021

2-11-2021, 2-18-2021

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders. The
City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all irregularities in respect to any bid submitted or to accept any proposal which is
deemed most favorable to the City of Jackson.

If by mail:

www.mississippilink.com

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be
sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.
2013 Niss Rogue Sport Utility Vehicle Vin # JN8AS5MT4DW552303
Registered to: Allen Bernard
Americredit Financial Services, Lien Holder
Date of Sale: Feb.. 26, 2021
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson,
MS 39213
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all
bids.
Time: 10:00 A.M.
2-11-2021, 2-18-2021, 2-25-2021

RFP 2021-01 Performance Management/Training System
Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Ofﬁce,
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time), February 18, 2021 at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if
approved for forty-ﬁve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.
Proposal forms and detailed speciﬁcations may be obtained free of charge by
emailing adevans@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at
HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.
Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.
2-4-2021, 2-11-2021
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2-4-2021, 2-11-2021

LEGAL
Advertisement for Electronic Bid
Bid 3165 John Hopkins Elementary School Parking and Entry Improvements
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Ofﬁce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 P.M. (Local
Prevailing Time) March 5, 2021, at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project John
Hopkins Elementary School Parking and Entry Improvements will be held at
170 John Hopkins Road Jackson, MS 39209, on February 25, 2021 at 9:30
A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is not mandatory but strongly encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids,
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for
forty-ﬁve calendar days from the date bids are opened.
Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdmsprojects.com. A $150.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on each
printed set of bid specs/documents. A $100.00 Nonrefundable deposit shall be
required on each digital PDF set of bid specs/documents. Documents must be
purchased through the website. All plan holders are required to have a valid
email address for registration. Questions regarding website registration and
online orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo,
MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please contact
Charles Bunniran at Allen & Hoshall, Phone: 601-977-8993 or Email: cbunniran@allenhoshall.com.
Until further notice, all hand delivery proposals delivered between 9:00 a.m.
until 9:59 a.m. (local prevailing time) the date the bid is scheduled to open,
must be delivered to JPSD Board Room, 621 South State Street, Jackson, MS
39201.
2-4-2021, 2-11-2021
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Your home is only as smart
as your Internet.

www.mississippilink.com

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
PICK UP

AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

PASS
3.792 x 4

40

$

• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

AT&T Internet

• Free Smart Home Manager App1
with Parental Controls.2

/mo.

• The bandwidth to power multiple
devices at once.

when bundled,
plus taxes &
equip. fee.

Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi
experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min $19/mo)
& combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. fee applies.
Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for each add’l
50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Cut cable internet
and switch to AT&T
Internet. Call now!

Limited availability. May not be available in your area.
Call to see if you qualify.

Iv Support Holdings LLC

855-340-7012

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid
AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) applies if Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes
cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. Activ/Installation: $35 activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing
subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data allowance may also be purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle
of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed claims represent maximum network service
capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to
AT&T Internet service customers with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and
NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may
require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any
time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks
of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

Prepare for
Youroutages
home is only as smart
power
as your Internet.
with a Generac
home standby
generator
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630

40

AT&T Internet

$
FREE

/mo.

when bundled,
plus taxes &
equip. fee.

• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡
• Free Smart Home Manager App1
with Parental Controls.2
• The bandwidth to power multiple
devices at once.

7-Year Extended Warranty*
• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi
agmt, other qualifying service (min $19/mo)
A $69512& mocombined
Value!
bill req’d. $10/mo equip. fee applies.
experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.
Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for each add’l
50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

3

Limited availability. May not be available in your area.

Offer valid December 15, 2020
- ifMarch
1, 2021
Call to see
you qualify.
Support Holdings LLC
Cut cable internet
Special
FinancingIvAvailable
and switch to AT&T

J A C K S O N
SPORTS MEDICINE
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
Fortiﬁcation and I-55
3118 Livingston Road
MURPHY USA
CASH & CARRY
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Capitol Street and Monument Street REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
CITY HALL
WALGREENS
219 S President St
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
C A N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
A&I
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
B&B
2030 N Siwell Rd
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
Your home is only as smart
DOLLAR GENERAL
as your Internet.BOUTIQUE STORE
4331 Highway 80W
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL PASS
BULLY’S STORE
3.792 x 4
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
Church Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
COMMUNITY MART
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson) 743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
AT&T Internet
DOLLAR GENERAL
FRYER LANE GROCERY
$ Dr /mo.
304 Briarwood
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
2855 McDowell Rd
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR
GENERAL
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
Cut cable internet
and switch to AT&T
104 Terry
Rd
855-340-7012 507 Church Street - Canton, MS
Internet. Call now!
J & A FUEL STORES
K & K ONE STOP
3249 Medgar Evers Blvd.
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
LACY’S INSURANCE
REVISED as of 12/06/20
2325 Livingston Rd.
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
Northside Drive
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Prepare
for #2
MCDADE’S
MARKET
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
power
outages
653 Duling
Avenue
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
PASS
with a Generac
46
Web
PICADILLY
3.792 x 4
homeCAFETERIA
standby
Jackson
Medical
Mall
generator 3.33 x 4
B Y R A M
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
DOLLAR GENERAL
REQUEST
A
FREE
QUOTE!
SHELL FOOD MART
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
844-316-8630
5492 Watkins Drive
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road

40

when bundled,
plus taxes &
equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min $19/mo)
& combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. fee applies.
Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for each add’l
50GB (up to $100/mo).†

• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

• Free Smart Home Manager App1
with Parental Controls.2

• The bandwidth to power multiple
devices at once.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi
experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3
Limited availability. May not be available in your area.
Call to see if you qualify.

Iv Support Holdings LLC

855-340-7012
Subject
toCall
Credit
Internet.
now! Approval
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
generator
with(768k
a participating
dealer.
Call
forqualifying
a full
terms
$40 INTERNET
OFFER: Price for Internet
- 100) for new residential customers
when bundled
with another
AT&Tlist
service of
(DIRECTV,
U-verse TV, and
AT&T TV orconditions.
AT&T Phone or postpaid
AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) applies if Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes
cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. Activ/Installation: $35 activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing
subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data allowance may also be purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle
of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed claims represent maximum network service
capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to
AT&T Internet service customers with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and
NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may
require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any
time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks
of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

DENTAL Insurance

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Prepare
for
Company. It helps cover over 350 procedures — from
power
outages
cleanings and fillings to crowns and dentures.
with a Generac
48 Web
• See any dentist
you want,
home
standby
but save more
with
3.556
xone
4 in our network
generator
• No deductible, no annual maximum

• Immediate coverage for preventive care

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-316-8630
Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-584-8517
FREE
or visit dental50plus.com/mspress
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer
December
15, 2020
March
2021Rider. Product not available in all
Includes
the valid
Participating
(in GA: Designated)
Providers -and
Preventive1,Benefits
states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;
TN:Subject
P150TN); Rider
B438/B439
(GA: B439B).
tokinds
Credit
Approval
6255

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid
AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) applies if Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes
cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. Activ/Installation: $35 activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing
subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data allowance may also be purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle
of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed claims represent maximum network service
capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to
AT&T Internet service customers with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and
NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may
require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any
time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks
of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

• See any dentist you want,
but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-584-8517

ACROSS
DOWN
1. or
Dualvisit dental50plus.com/mspress
1. Tie
4. Boiled
2. Wizard
10. Rend
3. Musical production
11. Expand
4. Jab
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all
12. Shoshonean
5. Looter
states. Acceptance
guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate
of this type. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance
solicitation. This specific offer is not available
in CO, aNY;
call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for
13. Flyers
6. Make
mistake
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;
14. Penman
7. Weakling
TN: P150TN); Rider
kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B).
6255
16. Open forcefully
8. Always
17. Pillow covering
9. Refuse to believe
18. Scale note
15. Pixy
20. Lead (abbr.)
19. Advertisements
22. Interbreeding population within 21. Strength
a species
23. Music used as practice
26. Resort hotel
24. Meal listings
29. Scan pattern used by tv’s
25. Wear away
31. National capital
26. Dab
33. Card game
27. Bpm
48 Web
34. Earn interest
28. Bridge support
35. Lemon
30. Reverent
3.556
x
4
36. Lagging
32. __ Lanka
37. Compass point
© Feature Exchange

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

R AY M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O LT O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Offer valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
48 Web
Company. It helps cover over 350 procedures — from
4 dentures.
cleanings and fillings3.556
to crownsxand

T E R RY
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Special Financing Available

DENTAL Insurance

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

FREE

Special Financing Available

Crossword Puzzle

VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road

Subject to Credit Approval

Auctions

Insurance

DENTAL Insurance

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual
Insurance
DENTAL
INSURANCE from Physicians
C l a sCompany.
s e s /It helps
T r cover
a 46
i nover
iWeb
n350
g procedures
from
Mutual—Insurance
Company. Coverage
3.33
x4
cleanings
and
fillings
to
crowns
and
dentures.
for
350
plus
procedures.
Real dental
COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PROinsurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
• See any dentist you want, not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
become a Computer and Help Desk
but save more
with one
network
Dental
Information Kit with all the
Professional now!
Grants
andin our
details!
1-855-397-7045
•
No
deductible,
no
annual
maximum
Scholarships available for certain prowww.dental50plus.com/mspress
#6258
grams for qualified
applicants.
Call CTI
• Immediate
coverage
for preventive
care
UP TO $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8amLife Insurance! No medical exam or
6pm ET)
health
questions.
Cash to help pay funerPHARMACYCall
TECHNICIAN
TRAINING
to get your FREE Information
Kit
al and other final expenses.Call
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 844Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
439-8447
or
visit
Education to Students 100% online.www.Life55plus.info/ms
orAcademy:
visit dental50plus.com/mspress
Ultimate Medical
1-866-6644140

AMERICAN AUCTION. For all your auction needs: Estates, Antiques, Equipment.
Call Keith Moore at 731-610-1458. Keith
Moore, MAL 259.

Services-Financial
THE COVID CRISIS has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-855-657-2412

Services-Medical
LIFE ALERT. One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
855-686-5548 FREE Brochure.

1-855-584-8517

For Sale

Medical Supplies

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits
Rider. Product not availableDIABETICS!
in all
ATTENTION
Save money
states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details
on
your
diabetic
supplies!
Convenient
about
this
insurance
solicitation.
This
specific
offer
is
not
available
in
CO,
NY;
call
1-800-969-4781
or
respond
for
CHURCH
FURNITURE: Does your
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
TN: P150TN);pews,
Rider kinds B438/B439
(GA: B439B).
church need
pulpit
set, baptistery,
6255
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To

steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-2318360. www.pews1.com
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!).
46forWeb
Request a free quote today! Call
additional terms and conditions. 3.33
1-844-316x4
8630

Home Improvement
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking
gutter
protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028
Thinking about installing a new shower?
AMERICAN STANDARD makes it easy.
FREE design consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-888-701-0754
today to see how you can save $1,000 on
installation,
or
visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/mspress

learn more, call now! 877-368-0628
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

Miscellaneous

To order, call your local
newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

Services-General
DIRECTV - Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call IVS
- Call 1-855-978-3110

Services-General
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1877-628-3143

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of February 07, 2020
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February is Cancer
Prevention Month;
thankfully there’s
some good news
By Brandon Ross
Men’s Health Network
February is Cancer Prevention
Month, and with that comes the
need to express how important
it is to visit your doctor and get
screened for this disease should
you feel ill or are in pain.
While most people associate
cancer for all the hard realities
that come with it: chemotherapy,
radiation, surgery, transplants,
etc., there’s some hope that can
be offered to those who are (understandably) nervous from getting screened, as well as survivors, from the disease.
Cancer death rates continue
to decline, and according to the
American Cancer Society (ACS)
(https://www.cancer.org/latestnews/facts-and-figures-2021.
html), the rate in death from this
disease has dropped 31% from
1991-2018.
Men’s Health Network (MHN),
a national non-proﬁt based in
Washington D.C., will continue
to advocate for early cancer detection, as well as educating men

to learn and protect themselves
from typical male cancers such as
testicular and prostate cancer and
how to protect their loved ones
and families from cancer, according to Dr. Salvatore Giorgianni
Jr., a senior science advisor for
MHN.
“The continuing decline in
deaths due to cancers in the US
is very important and encouraging,” Dr. Giorgianni said. “These
declines are for the most part due
to two very important reasons –
increases in early detection of
cancer and investments from
pharmaceutical and diagnostic
companies in advanced treatments and more accurate testing
technologies.”
People will still unfortunately
get this disease in 2021 and beyond. ACS researchers estimate
1.9 million Americans will be
diagnosed with cancer this year,
and roughly 600,000 of them will
die. However, progress continues
to be seen in recent years, with
cancer rates dropping an additional 2.4% from 2017 to 2018,

which is the single biggest oneyear drop in death rates (https://
www.cancer.org/latest-news/
facts-and-ﬁgures-2021.html).
The year 2020 (and the start
of 2021) provided enough uncertainty due to the COVID-19
pandemic, and with that ACS
does not and will not know the
effect the COVID-19 pandemic
will have on cancer diagnosis in
general, but researchers say those
with active cancer cases are more
susceptible to being infected due
to a weakened immune system.
“Early detection, which means
regular medical checkups, is
THE key,” Dr. Giorgianni said.
“[Men’s Health Network] urges
all men to become more knowledgeable about cancer and then
‘man-up’ by doing all you can to
take responsibility for the health
of yourself and those you care
about.”
The biggest takeaway hopefully taken from this is very simple,
and that’s to visit your doctor on
a regular basis to encourage early
detection. The worst thing we can

Mississippi
Link publisher
encourages
everyone to be
vaccinated

all do is take our foot off the gas
and neglect our own bodies.
As a survivor of Acute Myeloid
Leukemia of 19 years and counting, let the author reiterate the
importance of staying on top of
your doctor’s visits. This article
would not have ever been written
if early cancer detection wasn’t a
part of the equation.
Men’s Health Network
Men’s Health Network (MHN)
is an international non-proﬁt organization whose mission is to
reach men, boys, and their families where they live, work, play,
and pray with health awareness
messages and tools, screening
programs, educational materials,
advocacy opportunities, and patient navigation.
Learn more about MHN at
www.menshealthnetwork.org
and follow them on Twitter @
MensHlthNetwork and Facebook at www.facebook.com/
menshealthnetwork.
Consider
donating to MHN at www.menshealthnetwork.org/donate.

Hampton receiving ﬁrst COVID-19 vaccination at Smith Wills Stadium in Jackson, MS.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Each day, there are new reports on individuals testing positive for COVID-19, increasing
numbers of individuals in hospitals and deaths caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Medical experts have agreed
that the African-American community is at a heightened risk for
infection and as a result, the Mississippi Department of Health
(MSDH) reached out to various
African-American news outlets
and offered the opportunity for
one eligible staff member to receive the vaccine on either Feb.
4 or Feb. 5, in hopes that their
audience would be encouraged
to take the shot when eligible.
The Mississippi Link was
happy to participate, especially
since out of the over 225,000
Mississippians that have received the vaccine, only 18%
are African Americans. Liz
Sharlot, director of Communi-

Who is eligible for vaccination
The Mississippi Link Newswire
COVID-19 vaccination is
provided to Mississippi residents or to out-of-state residents who work in Mississippi.
Adults aged 65 and older.
Adults in this age group can
be vaccinated at any of our
drive-through locations below, or at some private healthcare providers. See below for
appointment information.
Anyone 16 to 64 years old
with a chronic health condi-

tion that may put them at higher risk from COVID-19. (18
or older at our drive-through
sites.) Qualifying health conditions:
• Cancer
• Chronic kidney disease
• COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease)
• Down Syndrome
• Heart conditions, such as
heart failure, coronary artery
disease, or cardiomyopathies
• Immunocompromised state
(weakened immune system)

from solid organ transplant
• Obesity (body mass index
[BMI] of 30 kg/m2 or higher
but less than 40 kg/m2)
• Severe Obesity (BMI 40
kg/m2 or higher)
• Pregnancy
• Sickle cell disease
• Smoking
• Diabetes
• Or other medical conditions as determined by your
medical provider
If you have had severe reactions from previous vaccines

or injectable medications,
please consult with your doctor or a private medical provider about vaccination, not
an MSDH drive-through site.
Walmart has been added to
the list of various locations
around the state that are now
receiving COVID-19 vaccine. Vaccination appointment can be made online at
https://www.walmart.com/
cp/1228302. (Requires free
Walmart account that you can
create at their website.)

cations at MSDH is hoping to
increase that margin by making
the African-American media
audience feel safe in taking the
vaccine.
Publisher Jackie Hampton
stated, “I felt ﬁne after receiving
my vaccination at Smith Wills
Stadium Thursday. Everyone
associated with administering
the shot or helping to make certain everything went smoothly,
including the guards, were very
helpful and respectful. I felt totally safe and therefore, encourage all African Americans and
others that are fearful of getting
the vaccine to listen to the experts and know that it is much
safer to be vaccinated than not
to be. She said, “Refusing to be
vaccinated will over time impose a great risk to oneself and
others.”
Hampton said she is looking
forward to receiving her second
vaccination in early March.

Tougaloo Royal Court debuts podcast
Student leadership and stalking awareness

By Corrin Dixon
Tougaloo Student Writer
With so many staying at home
and doing things virtually these
days, many have taken up virtual
pastimes such as podcasting. At
Tougaloo College, some students
are taking advantage of the virtual
boom to use a podcast to serve
their community.
The 2020-2021 Tougaloo College Royal Court, made up of
exemplary students from each
classiﬁcation, has begun a weekly
podcast for the purpose of inspiring their peers.
In their debut episode February 5, several black history ﬁgures were discussed, as well as
the freshman experience during
COVID-19 and how to stay safe
and sane.
The podcast, created and hosted by Mister Tougaloo Levell
Williams, started as an idea that
sprang from the growing virtual
learning environment.
“It is now easier than ever before to invite guests to our campus, because it is the new norm
for people to do all of their ‘visiting’ from their living room,” said
Williams. “I wanted Tougaloo to
take advantage of this opportunity.”
Kevin Chapman, freshman
representative, was the ﬁrst fea-

Aaliyah Causey, freshman class president

Jasmine Taylor, coordinator – Zero Tolerance

tured guest of the episode. In
his segment, he discussed online
learning and his goal to one day
become a real estate investor and
public representative.
“I thoroughly enjoyed having a
forum to share my thoughts on a
vast array of topics, from my life
goals to adjusting to the new normal,” stated Chapman. I enjoyed
engaging in the deep dialogue that
was afforded me. The HBCU student experience is a very unique
one, to say the least. I think listeners can gain valuable insights
on the ins and outs of not only being a college student but a college
student attending a HBCU.”
During the episode, Sylvionna
Horton, Miss Tougaloo, who is
planned to have a featured seg-

Kevin Chapman, freshman class representative

ment in every episode of the
podcast, stressed the importance
of self-care and maintaining mental stability. When asked if she
struggled with mental health issues, she stated, “I have suffered
from my own journey of mental
illnesses, speciﬁcally depression
and anxiety. I dealt with this by
myself for a very long time and
had to do necessary research to
ﬁnd ways to help me.”
In Miss Tougaloo’s recurring segment, she will provide
methods of dealing with these
issues, especially as they relate
to HBCU students during COVID-19. Some things she does
that have helped her and may also
help others include yoga, meditation, taking breaks throughout the

Levell Williams, Mister
Tougaloo College

day, making a schedule to prevent
overloa, and self-afﬁrmations.
As the semester progresses and
the podcast continues to gain listeners and fans, Chapman said he
would love to hear the stories of
different guests and to have and
to marvel at the diversity amongst
them. “Everyone has a story to
tell, and no two stories are the
same,” he said. He also noted
the importance of Miss Tougaloo’s weekly segment on mental
health.
The podcast’s second featured
guest, Aaliyah Causey, freshman
class president, discussed her
business endeavors, LiDazzle and
LiJanae’ Styles. Causey is also
juggling being a college athlete
and holding ofﬁce. She described

Sylvionna Horton, Miss
Tougaloo College

her plans for the freshman class
and her hopes for the growth of
the podcast, stating, “People can
have the opportunity to listen to
each other about what we have
in common and be able to see
that their peers are doing great
things.”
About how she would like to
see the podcast develop, she said,
“I would like to see them put it on
YouTube and get views, allowing
them to get the recognition they
deserve.”
Williams noted that, throughout the rest of the Spring semester
and beyond, he would like for the
podcast to grow, hopefully leaving this legacy to another student
leader. “I aspire for it to reach
beyond the four walls of Tou-

galoo to inspire young people at
other institutions, and even other
states,” said Williams. “I hope
to use this podcast to remind the
world that at Tougaloo College
there is always great and valuable
information going forth to beneﬁt
our communities.”
The ﬁnal guest of the debut
episode was Jasmine Taylor, Tougaloo’s program coordinator for
the Zero Tolerance for Violence
Against Women Campus Program. She discussed stalking and
human trafﬁcking awareness.
She spoke well of the atmosphere and relevance of the podcast stating, “Hosts discussed
what they learned and how they
could put it to use. Topics weren’t
just thrown around, but they really found things that cater to their
peers and the community to discuss, to not only bring awareness,
but to increase impact.” Moving
forward, she explained some tips
on staying safe, encouraging students to be aware, to be alert and
to be intentional.
As Williams and the Royal
Court continue to produce episodes of the podcast, they expect
to discuss even more diverse
topics. For these diligent student
leaders, it seems that service to
community will continue whether
in person or virtually.”
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BOOK REVIEW:

JUST AS I AM

BY CICELY TYSON WITH MICHELLE BURFORD
C.2021, HARPER COLLINS
$28.99 / $35.99 CANADA • 416 PAGES

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
Man, you’re picky.
That’s not always a bad thing,
either. You know what you want
so you choose deliberately, carefully, with plenty of thought
behind it. What’s right for you
is right for you and you won’t
take anything less. As in the new
memoir “Just As I Am” by Cicely Tyson (with Michelle Burford), folks’ll just have to deal
with it.
Born in New York City a few
days before Christmas 1924,

Cicely Tyson’s ﬁrst real memory
was of a place, one where her
parents fought, physically and
verbally, over her father’s inﬁdelities. She was sensitive to
everything she heard in the next
room as she and her brother and
sister slept on a pull-out couch,
and she recalled times when she
tried to stop the brawling.
She was a good church-going
girl then, and while her mother
had ideas for Tyson’s future,
young Cicely knew she wanted
a life that was different than
that of her mother. Though she

loved “the arts.” she decided to
become a hairdresser but before
she could graduate from high
school, Tyson became pregnant
and was made to marry the baby’s father.
Later divorced, she was working downtown when someone
approached her on her lunchtime, asking her if she was a
model. When she said, “no,” he
told her that she should be one.
Almost like in the movies, that
led Tyson to a friend of a friend
who signed her to an agency and
there, she was spotted by some-

WRTM-FM 100.5 FM,
JACKSON’S SOUL, RHYTHM
AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE
MUSIC ADULTS WANT TO HEAR!

one else who knew of a movie
director who hired her for her
ﬁrst role. He instructed Tyson to
shave ten years off her age.
“Six decades would go by,”
she said, “before I let the public in on what was frankly never
any of their business.”
And that line should give you
most of the encouragement you
need to want to read “Just As I
Am.” Nobody could ever accuse
the late actor Cicely Tyson of
being shy.
Even so, she wrote (with Michelle Burford) that she was

initially a quiet child, and this,
framed by a childhood tainted by
Jim Crow racism and a stormy
relationship with her mother,
make up the bulk of the ﬁrst half
of the book. Tyson also wrote of
a dangerous innocence that led
to early motherhood; on that,
she declines to call her daughter
by name, which is an interesting
aspect that differs from the usual
Hollywood memoir.
One other way that “Just As I
Am” stands out from the usual:
while Tyson name-drops here,
it comes across less showy and

more familiar, which is refreshing. Her lengthy – and carefully
managed, award-winning career
– makes up the latter half of this
book, as do tales of her loves,
including the red-hot, on-again/
off-again, frustrating romance
with musician Miles Davis.
For fans of Cicely Tyson’s
work on stage and screen, this
is a thorough look at more than
just that career.
Biography lovers will also
want to know that if you’re
ready for your next book, “Just
As I Am” is the one to pick.
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Girls’ nights IN
are gonna take
COVID-19 OUT.

We don’t get enough laughs these days. But, wherever they
are, our friends are as close as a click. Vaccines are coming.
But until enough of us are vaccinated, we still need to slow
the spread. We can watch our distance, and not let COVID-19
keep us apart.
Learn more about vaccines and slowing the spread at
cdc.gov/coronavirus

Brought to you by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

