
After 127 years, Mississippi 
offi cially has a new fl ag. Gov-
ernor Tate Reeves signed a bill 
Monday at the Two Mississippi 
Museums, offi cially adopting the 
new fl ag with the phrase, “In God 
We Trust” into law. The new state 
fl ag, known as the Magnolia fl ag, 
replaces the Confederate fl ag that 
was selected in 1894 by white su-
premacists in the state legislature 
a generation after the South lost 
the Civil War.

Immediately after signing the 
bill, offi cials hosted a ceremony 
to raise the new Magnolia fl ag 
at the State Capitol. A crowd of 
about 100 people gathered in 
near freezing weather to witness 
the new fl ag being raised over the 
state capitol. “A new chapter in 
our history begins today.” House 
Speaker, Republican Philip 
Gunn, told the crowd gathered to 
witness history. 

“When many looked at our 
former fl ag, they just saw a sym-
bol of the state and heritage they 
love. But many felt dismissed, 

diminished and even hated be-
cause of that fl ag,” Reeves said. 
“That is not a fi rm foundation for 
our state. So today, we turn the 
page.”

The new state fl ag was ap-
proved by state referendum No-
vember 3 after the legislators 
voted to retire the old Confeder-
ate fl ag in late June. They formed 
the Commission to Redesign the 
Mississippi State Flag and ac-

cepted ideas for a new state fl ag 
from the public. Three fi nalists 
were selected but the white mag-
nolia fl ower and the phrase “In 
God We Trust” on a red fi eld with 
a gold-bordered blue pale won 
the design for the new state fl ag. 

Mississippi voters chose to 
keep the Confederate fl ag dur-
ing the 2001 election. However, 
as support grew for a new state 
fl ag, some municipalities and all 

eight of Mississippi’s public uni-
versities stopped fl ying the Con-
federate fl ag over the last several 
years after the 2015 murder of 
nine black worshippers at the 
historic Emanuel African Meth-
odist Episcopah Church. White 
supremacist Dylann Roof, 21, 
posted photos on his website with 
emblems associated with white 
supremacy and the Confederate 
battle fl ag.

Ongoing campaigns and pro-
tests by groups such as 1 Flag for 
All, X the X, and the NAACP, 
and infl uential individuals like 
Judge Carlos Moore and actress 
and activist Aunjanue Ellis and 
countless others also contributed 
to a new state fl ag.

“Sometimes you just have to 
step out on faith, do the right 
thing, and watch God so the rest. 
Three and a half years later, Mis-
sissippi has a new state fl ag with 
a magnolia and no confederate 
emblem. Never be afraid to do 
the unpopular thing if your mis-
sion is right and just. Black folks 

President Donald Trump was 
impeached by the U.S. House for 
a historic second time Wednes-
day, Jan. 13., charged with “in-
citement of insurrection” over 
the deadly mob siege of the Cap-
itol in a swift and stunning col-
lapse of his fi nal days in offi ce.

With the Capitol secured by 
armed National Guard troops 
inside and out, the House voted 
232-197 to impeach Trump. The 
proceedings moved at lightning 
speed, with lawmakers voting 
just one week after violent pro-
Trump loyalists stormed the U.S. 
Capitol, urged on by the presi-
dent’s calls for them to “fi ght like 
hell” against the election results.

Ten Republicans fl ed Trump, 
joining Democrats who said he 
needed to be held accountable 
and warned ominously of a “clear 
and present danger” if Congress 
should leave him unchecked be-
fore Democrat Joe Biden’s inau-
guration Jan. 20.

Trump is the only U.S. presi-
dent to be twice impeached.

The Capitol insurrection 
stunned and angered lawmak-
ers, who were sent scrambling 
for safety as the mob descended, 
and it revealed the fragility of 
the nation’s history of peaceful 

transfers of power. The riot also 
forced a reckoning among some 
Republicans, who have stood 
by Trump throughout his presi-
dency and largely allowed him 
to spread false attacks against the 

integrity of the 2020 election.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 

invoked Abraham Lincoln and 
the Bible, imploring lawmakers 
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The 1950s were a dark time 
for the black man in America. 
Back then, the black man – an 
important yet oppressed work-
er responsible for facilitating 
this nation’s economic frame-
work – was not even allowed 
to freely walk its streets. In 
reward for his sweat and la-
bor, he was betrayed and de-
meaned. In the 1950s, it was 
ordinary for the black man to 
be reduced to less than, to be 
defi led in front of his family. 
And, it was completely com-
monplace for his simple aspi-
rations – towards integration 
into society – to be decried 
as wanton immorality, to be 
deemed as criminal and ille-
gal. But, in 1955, Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. stood up, along 
side Rosa Parks, to organize 
the fi rst formal resistance to 
the black man’s displacement 
to second class citizenship. 
With the Montgomery Bus 
Boycotts, Dr. King used eco-
nomic opposition to denounce 
the Jim Crow Laws that held 
blacks separate and unequal in 
the South.

Through revolt, Dr. King 
pushed relegated riders to the 
front of the bus and the South’s 
licit discrimination to the fore-
front – while setting precedent 
with a practice that has trended 
into tradition.

Dr. King left us a legacy of 
protest, a heritage of increased 
presence and raised voices, a 

While Mississippians wit-
nessed a new fl ag going up 
this week, four Mississippi 
congressmen voted to keep 
us down by continuing to di-
vide us further by supporting 
the coup d’etat of our democ-
racy spearheaded by President 
Donald J. Trump. They know 
just like we do that the whole 
narrative about stealing the 
election is “fake news.”

Four of the six members 
of the Mississippi congres-
sional delegation challenged 
the 2020 presidential election 
results in spite of state, local 
and judicial procedures that 
confi rmed that there was evi-
dence of election fraud.

U.S. Senator Cindy Hyde-
Smith, Rep. Trent Kelly, Rep. 
Michael Guest and Rep. Ste-
ven Palazzo all voted to chal-
lenge the 2020 presidential 
election of President-Elect 
Joe Biden and Vice President-
elect Kamala Harris as Con-
gress met to count and certify 
the electoral college votes last 
Tuesday. Senator Republican 
Roger Wicker and Democrat 
Rep. Bennie Thompson are 
the only two Mississippians 
that supported the election re-
sults.

January 6, 2021 will forever 
be ingrained in our nation’s 
history. As Congress gathered 

to certify President -Elect Joe 
Biden’s victory and to count 
the electoral college votes, 
terrorists stormed, rioted and 
attacked our nation’s capitol 
building. Five people died in 
the attack including a Capitol 
police offi cer, Brian Sicknick. 

Heavy armed terrorists dis-
guised as Trump supporters, 
broke through police barcades 
and stormed the capitol build-
ing as Congress were counting 
the electoral college votes.

Their disregard for the U.S. 
court system is notable since 
Hyde-Smith and others were 
on the same ballot they are 
challenging. What’s the rea-
son for their challenge, other 
than to further divide us, be-
cause Trump won Mississippi 

Trump impeached after Capitol 
riot in historic second charge

The life and legacy 
of Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr.

Four Mississippi elected 
offi cials challenge 

Biden’s victory
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Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., leads the fi nal vote of the impeachment of President Trump, for his 
role in inciting an angry mob to storm the Congress last week at the Capitol in Washington, D.C., Wed. Jan. 13, 
2021. AP PHOTO/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE

Mississippi offi cially has a 
new fl ag after 127 years

 By Edelia “Dr. Jay” Carthan 
Staff Writer 

 By Edelia “Dr. Jay” Carthan 
Staff Writer 
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history of planning and forcing change. Dr. King decidedly left the sanc-
tity of his pulpit to stand, with his people, on the very streets that were 
unsafe for them to walk – just as we do today.

The year, 2020, was – admittedly – one of pandemic infection and 
epic insurrection. George Floyd’s senseless killing was one of the fi nal 
atrocities in a litany of deaths at the hands of this nation’s law enforce-
ment. It was the igniting match in a hotbed of uprising. But, most of all, 
Floyd’s death was the defi ning event that set forth a moment of interna-
tional solidarity. In a domino effect that delineated the world’s collective 
abhorrence of the United State’s blatant police brutality, global protestors 
occupied public areas and shouted their indifference. The website, CNN.
com, retells that, “As the protests continued in the United States, for a 
second week, in response to the killing of George Floyd, people from 
around the world began to stand up with them. From London to Pretoria 
to Sydney, people took to the streets to express the need for police re-
form and racial equality. Many held signs that read “Black Lives Matter,” 
while others kneeled. At some protests, marchers stood in silence for the 
amount of time that Floyd struggled to breathe while a police offi cers 
detained him.”

This increased attention exposed this grave injustice and won charges 
of second degree murder for the offi cer who held his knee on George’s 
neck for 8 minutes and 45 seconds and aiding and abetting for the other  
offi cers involved. The Facebook hashtag, #georgefl oydprotests, spins 
round a colorful panorama of the worldwide demonstrations dedicated 
to George’s cause.

Additionally, a lesser known element of Dr. King’s mission was na-

tionally demonstrated, right before his demise. In his article, “Economic 
Equality: Martin Luther King Jr.’s Other Dream,” Douglas E. Thompson 
denotes that, “We have little trouble remembering the Reverend Martin 
Luther King Jr. as a civil rights icon. But, we rarely do the harder work 
of remembering the full King, reconstructing the many complicated and 
controversial parts of what he did and said. We particularly fail to remem-
ber his call for Americans to do something hard, but necessary: redis-
tribute wealth.” Dr. King’s fi nal crusade, The Poor People’s Campaign, 
laid foundation for the upcoming assembly of the fi rst black-owned stock 
market in United States history – The Dream Exchange.

In attempts to fully uproot the problems of poverty and unemployment, 
The Dream Exchange founder, Joe Cecala, positions his fi rm as liaison 
between black business and investor, realizing that business investment 
is an integral building block of wealth generation in needy communities. 
Cecala imparts that, “The importance of a black-owned stock exchange 
cannot be understated. Research from the SEC’s IPO Task Force shows 
that 92% of all jobs are created after a company goes public.” This in-
telligence, from the IPO Task Force, evidences The Dream Exchange’s 
potential to create occupational opportunities for black communities with 
each black business that it lists.

So, no, Dr. King did not die on the cold concrete of a motel balcony. 
His eyes dulled, but his vision burgeoned brightly, becoming a brilliant 
spectacle for his faithful followers. His famous speeches transcended 
into phenomenal thunderings, echoing God’s assurances of equality. Dr. 
King’s death was mere plot in an ongoing play of good against evil – its 
ending nearing with each victory. We still carry on in his name.

to uphold their oath to defend the Constitution from all en-
emies, foreign “and domestic.”

She said of Trump: “He must go, he is a clear and present 
danger to the nation that we all love.”

Holed up at the White House, watching the proceedings 
on TV, Trump took no responsibility for the bloody riot seen 
around the world, but issued a statement urging “NO violence, 
NO lawbreaking and NO vandalism of any kind” to disrupt 
Biden’s ascension to the White House.

In the face of the accusations against him and with the FBI 
warning of more violence, Trump said, “That is not what I 
stand for, and it is not what America stands for. I call on ALL 
Americans to help ease tensions and calm tempers.”

Trump was fi rst impeached by the House in 2019 over his 
dealings with Ukraine, but the Senate voted in 2020 to acquit. 
He is the fi rst to be impeached twice. None has been con-
victed by the Senate, but Republicans said Wednesday that 
could change in the rapidly shifting political environment as 
offi ceholders, donors, big business and others peel away from 
the defeated president.

The soonest Republican Senate leader Mitch McConnell 
would start an impeachment trial is next Tuesday, the day be-
fore Trump is already set to leave the White House, McCon-
nell’s offi ce said. The legislation is also intended to prevent 
Trump from ever running again.

McConnell believes Trump committed impeachable of-
fenses and considers the Democrats’ impeachment drive an 
opportunity to reduce the divisive, chaotic president’s hold on 
the GOP, a Republican strategist told The Associated Press on 
Wednesday.

McConnell told major donors over the weekend that he was 
through with Trump, said the strategist, who demanded ano-
nymity to describe McConnell’s conversations.

In a note to colleagues Wednesday, McConnell said he had 
“not made a fi nal decision on how I will vote.”

Unlike his fi rst time, Trump faces this impeachment as a 
weakened leader, having lost his own reelection as well as the 
Senate Republican majority.

Even Trump ally Kevin McCarthy, the House Republican 
leader, shifted his position and said Wednesday the president 
bears responsibility for the horrifying day at the Capitol.

In making a case for the “high crimes and misdemeanors” 
demanded in the Constitution, the four-page impeachment 
resolution approved Wednesday relies on Trump’s own in-
cendiary rhetoric and the falsehoods he spread about Biden’s 
election victory, including at a rally near the White House on 
the day of the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol.

A Capitol Police offi cer died from injuries suffered in the 
riot, and police shot and killed a woman during the siege. 
Three other people died in what authorities said were medical 
emergencies. The riot delayed the tally of Electoral College 
votes that was the last step in fi nalizing Biden’s victory.

Ten Republican lawmakers, including third-ranking House 
GOP leader Liz Cheney of Wyoming, voted to impeach 
Trump.

Cheney, whose father is the former Republican vice presi-
dent, said of Trump’s actions summoning the mob that “there 
has never been a greater betrayal by a president” of his offi ce.
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must now demand reparations not only in Mississippi but across 
America,” Judge Moore wrote on his Facebook page.

Support to change the Confederate fl ag as the offi cial state fl ag 
grew even more last summer after the world witnessed the murder 
of George Floyd which sparked national protests against racial injus-
tices that happened across the nation as well as internationally. Sup-
port grew after Mississippi State student and star athlete, Kylin Hill, 
tweeted, “Either change the fl ag or I won’t be representing the state 
anymore & I meant that...I’m tired.” The NCAA, SEC, coaches and 
ministers all spoke out in support of a new fl ag. Fifteen days later, a 
bill was on the table to change the confederate fl ag.

Mississippi legislators voted June 30, 2020 to retire the state fl ag 
that included the confederate battle emblem.

Designed by William Porcher Miles, the fl ag widely known as the 
“Confederate fl ag” is now in the Civil Rights Museum where it be-
longs. It was adopted as a battle fl ag by the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia under General Robert E. Lee. It is also known as the rebel fl ag, 
dixie fl ag and the Southern Cross and was used by the Ku Klux Klan 
to terrorize black people, but.

The fl ag was the result of the backlash against political power 
black people attained during the 12 years Reconstructed lasted. It 
only took 127 years to “turn the page” in Mississippi.

The magnolia design proposal was put on the November 3 ballot 
and was approved by Mississipians with 71% of citizens voting yes 
for the new design. 

Hopefully, this is the fi rst step to a new path for Mississippi. 

in the election. 
In a tweet, Hyde-Smith said, “My heart is broken for United States 

Capitol Offi cer Brian D. Sicknick’s family and fellow offi cers. We owe 
a debt of gratitude to the force, and everyone who put themselves in 
harm’s way to protect the fi rst branch of our government on Wednesday. 
Praying hard for healing.”

Cindy “Hang’em” Hyde-Smith has always been very clear on her po-
sition. During the 2018 special election against Mike Espy, she received 
backlash after a video was released of her saying, “If he invited me to a 
public hanging, I’d be on the front row.” 

Students and Activists gathered in front of her offi ce in protest de-

manding an apology. 
She refused to apologize to Mississippians that were offended by her 

comments. In a state with one of the highest numbers of public lynch-
ings, she called the remark an “exaggerated expression of regard.” 

Hyde-Smith’s narrative and agenda is a threat and direct confl ict with 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream and to the citizens of Mississippi, 
both black and white. 

“Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith’s tenure has been a detriment to the 40% 
of Mississippi’s population that are of African American heritage. She 
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Dr. Martin Luther King once said: 
“If you can’t � y then run, 

If you can’t run then walk, 
If you can’t walk then crawl, 

but whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.”
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With the Mississippi legislative 
session just beginning, offi cials are 
starting to reveal their public policy 
wish lists, including proposals to in-
crease teacher pay and improve the 
availability of health care services.

The Senate Democratic Cau-
cus chairman, Derrick Simmons 
of Greenville, repeated last week 
what he and many other Democrats 
have said for years – that Missis-
sippi should expand Medicaid to 
cover tens of thousands of people 
who earn modest salaries and don’t 
receive health insurance through 
their jobs. Expansion is optional 
under the 2010 health care overhaul 
signed by then-President Barack 
Obama, and Mississippi is one of 
12 states that have not chosen the 
option.

The federal government pays 
most of the Medicaid tab, and Dem-
ocrats say enrolling more people 
would boost Mississippi’s economy 
by supporting hospitals and other 
health care providers.

Expansion is a longshot, though, 
because Republican Gov. Tate 
Reeves and Republicans who con-
trol the state House and Senate have 
long said that they believe it could 
become a budget buster, and they 
don’t want to put more people on a 
government program.

Republican Lt. Gov. Delbert 
Hosemann has released more de-
tails about his legislative agenda 
than many others in the Capitol, and 
a teacher pay raise tops his list.

Hosemann also told reporters last 
week that he wants Mississippi to 
revise the tax breaks and other in-
centives it uses to attract new busi-
nesses. Hosemann said the Senate 
will propose an incentive program 
called MFLEX – think, Mississippi 
and fl exible.

He said the state needs to elimi-
nate some rarely used incentives 
and create simpler rules that are 
easy to understand.

“If you’re moving a company 
with 100 employees to Mississippi, 
you can sit at your desk and calcu-
late what the salaries are, how much 
it’s going to cost you and (get) an 
exact quote of what your benefi ts 
will be,’’ Hosemann said.

The MFLEX proposal would re-
quire companies that receive incen-
tives to provide health insurance 
for their employees. Those offer-
ing higher salaries would get more 
favorable treatment from the state. 
And the companies would be re-
quired to fi le annual reports so peo-
ple could know whether the compa-
nies are fulfi lling the promises they 
made to the state, Hosemann said.

Hosemann’s legislative wish list 
this year also includes creating a 
state tourism agency. He wants 
to break tourism promotion away 
from the Mississippi Development 
Authority, the agency that pushes 
for job creation. It’s unclear wheth-
er his idea will get support from 
House leaders or from Reeves.

The governor has said little about 
his own legislative agenda. When 
he released his state budget propos-

als in November, Reeves did not 
include a teacher pay raise, but he 
said he would ask legislators to put 
$3 million into a “patriotic educa-
tion fund.’’

“Across the country, young chil-
dren have suffered from indoctri-
nation in far-left socialist teach-
ings that emphasize America’s 
shortcomings over the exceptional 
achievements of this country. Re-
visionist history has aimed to tear 
down American institutions, and it 
is poisoning a generation,” Reeves’ 
budget document said.

During a Senate Education Com-
mittee hearing last week, Demo-
cratic Sen. David Blount of Jackson 
quoted that document and asked 
state Superintendent of Education 
Carey Wright whether such indoc-
trination is happening in Missis-
sippi schools.

“Let me put it this way: That’s 
not in our standards to be taught,” 
Wright said.

Wright said if she were to receive 
a complaint about such teaching, 
she would contact the local super-
intendent.

Although $3 million is a rela-
tively small amount of money in 
a $6 billion state budget, Blount’s 
questions show that the governor’s 
request will not be fulfi lled without 
scrutiny – and it might not be ful-
fi lled at all.

Emily Wagster Pettus has cov-
ered Mississippi government and 
politics since 1994. Follow her on 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/EWags-
terPettus.
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By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated PressFly proudly Mississippi 

You were chosen to represent us 
With a Magnolia, Stars and Stripes 

and our motto, In God We Trust 

Fly proudly, Mississippi 
from the Capitol to the coast 

from the Delta to Woodall Mt. 
a hospitality State to boast

Fly proudly, Mississippi 
from the State line on the east 

through Piney Woods, Loess Bluff
to the Mighty River that is a beast

Fly proudly, Mississippi
over eighty-two counties strong 

magnolias, catfi sh, white-tailed deer
and the Mockingbird singing her song 

Fly proudly, Mississippi 
over institutions of Higher Learning 

preparing our children for their future
 their minds and tender hearts are 

yearning 

Fly proudly, Mississippi 
over your citizens so diverse 

Black, White, Native American
Asian and Hispanic all have worth. 

Fly proudly, Mississippi 
over rich culture and cuisine

We’re the crossroads of the south 
Experience the best you’ve ever seen 

Fly proudly, Mississippi 
over business and industry 

Agriculture, and Manufacturing 
and Tourism spots so all can see 

Fly proudly, Mississippi 
over our history and our past 

Good and bad has given you birth 
So rise with strength upon your mast

Fly proudly, Mississippi 
Forty-nine others fl y just like you 
But you are different and distinct 

and our image you will renew

Fly proudly, Mississippi 
under faith in a sovereign God
who watches over every inch

of the forty-seven thousand square 
miles we trod

Fly proudly, Mississippi 
with a spirit that will never die 

we salute you our state fl ag 
Fly Proudly, Mississippi fl y

Fly Proudly, 
Mississippi 

H Ralph Samuels Jr. 

© 2020 H Ralph Samuels, Jr. 
‘The Name Inspires The Pen’
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With the start of the 117th 
Congress this week, Congress-
woman Sheila Jackson Lee 
(D-Texas), a senior member of 
the House Committees on Ju-
diciary, Budget and Homeland 
Security, has reaffi rmed her 
quest for legislation that could 
eventually provide reparations 
for slavery victims.

On Monday, January 4, 
2021, Jackson Lee re-intro-
duced H.R. 40, a bill that 
would fund a committee to 
explore whether black Ameri-
cans should receive repara-
tions for slavery.

While it does not directly 
introduce payments, the com-
mission would study racial in-
equities and policy solutions.

“In short, the commission 
aims to study the impact of 
slavery and continuing dis-
crimination against African-
Americans, resulting directly 
and indirectly from slavery to 
segregation to the desegrega-
tion process and the present 
day,” stated Jackson Lee.

The congresswoman also 
serves as the ranking mem-
ber of the Judiciary Subcom-
mittee on Crime, Terrorism, 
Homeland Security and Inves-
tigations.

“The commission would 
also make recommendations 
concerning any form of apol-
ogy and compensation to be-
gin the long-delayed process 
of atonement for slavery.”

Under H.R. 40, the Commis-
sion would comprise members 
appointed by the White House 
and both Congress chambers.

The bill has had increased 
support with 147 co-sponsors 

in the House, all Democrats.
Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell (R-Ken-
tucky) and Republicans in the 
Senate have indicated strong 
opposition to taking the mea-
sure up in that chamber.

“The impact of slavery and 
its vestiges continues to af-
fect African Americans and 
indeed all Americans in com-
munities throughout our na-
tion,” Jackson Lee remarked.

“This legislation is intended 
to examine the institution of 
slavery in the colonies and 
the United States from 1619 
to the present, and further 
recommend appropriate rem-
edies. Since the initial intro-
duction of this legislation, its 
proponents have made sub-
stantial progress in elevating 
the discussion of reparations 
and reparatory justice at the 
national level and joining the 
mainstream international de-
bate on the issues.”

Jackson Lee noted that 

some have “tried to defl ect” 
the importance of these con-
versations by focusing on in-
dividual monetary compensa-
tion.

“The real issue is whether 
and how this nation can come 
to grips with the legacy of 
slavery that still infects cur-
rent society. Through legisla-
tion, resolutions, news, and 
litigation, we are moving clos-
er to making more strides in 
the movement toward repara-
tions,” Jackson Lee said.

The Texas congresswoman 
noted that she expects more 
co-sponsors during the new 
Congress.

“Today, there are more 
people at the table – more ac-
tivists, more scholars, more 
CEOs, more state and local 
offi cials, and more Members 
of Congress,” she declared.

“However, despite this 
progress and the election of 
the fi rst American president 
of African descent, the legacy 

of slavery lingers heavily in 
this nation. While we have 
focused on the social effects 
of slavery and segregation, its 
continuing economic implica-
tions remain largely ignored 
by mainstream analysis.”

Jackson Lee continued:
“These economic issues 

are the root cause of many 
critical issues in the African-
American community today, 
such as education, healthcare 
and criminal justice policy, 
including policing practices. 
The call for reparations repre-
sents a commitment to enter-
ing a constructive dialogue on 
the role of slavery and racism 
in shaping present-day condi-
tions in our community and 
American society.

“I believe that H.R. 40 is a 
crucial piece of legislation be-
cause it goes beyond explor-
ing the economic implications 
of slavery and segregation.

“It is a holistic bill in the 
sense that it seeks to establish 
a commission to also examine 
the moral and social implica-
tions of slavery.

“In short, the commission 
aims to study the impact of 
slavery and to address con-
tinuing disparities in the Af-
rican-American community 
and discrimination against 
the African-American com-
munity, resulting directly and 
indirectly from slavery to seg-
regation.

“After its study, the com-
mission would offer propos-
als concerning the long-term 
impact of slavery and bring 
about solutions to these ongo-
ing disparities in the African-
American community.”

President-Elect Joe Biden 
pulled no punches on Thurs-
day when he spoke about the 
violent mob that rioted, looted 
and ransacked the U.S. Capi-
tol a day earlier.

The actions from the mob of 
President Donald Trump sup-
porters contributed to death, 
destruction, and global em-
barrassment for the United 
States.

The Delaware Democrat 
spoke of his granddaughter 
sending him a photo of armed 
security guards and law en-
forcement standing at the Lin-
coln Memorial during a Black 
Lives Matter protest last year.

“She said, ‘Pop, this isn’t 
fair. No one can tell me if it 
had been a group of Black 
Lives Matter protesting yes-
terday, they would have been 
treated very, very different 
than the mob of thugs that 
stormed the Capitol,’” Biden 
relayed.

“We all know that it is true. 

And it is unacceptable. To-
tally unacceptable,” Biden re-
marked.

Black Lives Matter offi cials 
had earlier made the same ob-
servation.

In news interviews fol-
lowing the Capitol’s chaotic 
scene, Toni Sanders of Black 
Lives Matter called the treat-
ment of the pro-Trump rioters 
a double standard.

Sanders and others took 
note of how some of the Capi-

tol offi cers opened gates and 
let the mob into the immedi-
ate area outside the building’s 
doors.

Some offi cers were seen 
taking selfi es with protestors.

“I am enraged by the light 
treatment that these terrorists 
are getting,” Sanders demand-
ed.

“They have guns. They 
have attacked the police. They 
have attacked innocent people 
who are just in the area, and 

yet they have not been beaten 
and teargassed and had fl ash-
bangs thrown at them the way 
we had all summer long. We 
didn’t have any weapons. All 
we had were our voices say-
ing, ‘Black lives matter.’”

Philadelphia 76ers coach 
Doc Rivers echoed Sanders’ 
and Biden’s comments.

“I will say it because I don’t 
think a lot of people want to,” 
Rivers announced. “Can you 
imagine today, if those were 
all black people storming the 
Capitol, and what would have 
happened? That, to me, is a 
picture that is worth a thou-
sand words for all of us to 
see.”

Biden also implored media 
members to not label the mob 
at the U.S. Capitol as “protes-
tors.”

“They weren’t protesters. 
Don’t dare call them protest-
ers. They were a riotous mob, 
insurrectionists, domestic ter-
rorists,” the President-Elect 
stated.

In his fi rst sermon since being 
declared a winner in Georgia’s 
U.S. Senate runoff election, 
the Rev. Raphael Warnock on 
Sunday addressed last week’s 
deadly Capitol Hill riot that all 
but overshadowed his historic 
victory.

“Just as we were trying to put 
on our celebration shoes, the 
ugly side of our story, our great 
and grand American story, be-
gan to emerge,’’ Warnock said 
in a 30-minute message broad-
cast from Atlanta’s Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, where the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. once 
preached.

On Wednesday, just hours 
before wins by Warnock, Eb-
enezer’s senior pastor, and fel-
low Democratic candidate Jon 
Ossoff helped fl ip the Senate to 
Democratic control, thousands 
in a mostly white insurrection-
ist mob breached U.S. Capitol 
security in an attempt to dis-
rupt Congress from certifying 
the Nov. 3 election victory for 
President-elect Joe Biden.

A Capitol Police offi cer died 
after he was hit in the head with 
a fi re extinguisher as rioters 
descended on the building and 
many other offi cers were in-
jured. A woman from Califor-
nia was shot to death by Capitol 
Police and three other people 
died after medical emergencies 
during the chaos.

“We saw the crude, the an-
gry, the disrespectful, and the 
violent break their way into the 
people’s house – some carrying 
Confederate fl ags, signs and 
symbols of an old world order 
passing away,’’ Warnock said.

When white supremacism 
is challenged, “sometimes it 
responds violently and desper-
ately,’’ he said.

Before last Tuesday’s elec-
tion, Georgia had never elected 
a black American to represent 
the state in the Senate, even 
though close to one-third of its 
residents are black. Once sworn 
in, Warnock will become only 
the 11th black senator seated in 
history.

“There is fantastic opportu-
nity and fi erce opposition. And 

it reminds us that there is still a 
whole lot of work to do,’’ said 
the 51-year-old pastor.

Sunday’s sermon showed 
Warnock falling back on a pro-
phetic tradition of the Black 
American church in which 
preachers weave Scripture with 
criticisms of racism, militarism 
and poverty.

“The violent are trying to 
take the kingdom by force,’’ 
Warnock said, preaching from 
Scriptures that allude to ten-
sions between people who, by 
God’s purpose, gain equal-
ity and people who oppose that 
equality.

“The question this day is, 
will you stand on the side of 
righteousness, justice and truth, 
or will you give in to the ugly 
demons of our nature?’’ War-
nock said.

He also criticized the law en-
forcement response to the Capi-
tol siege, as well as an apparent 
racial double standard in the re-
sponse by police last summer to 
Black Lives Matter protesters.

The insurrectionists “were 
not protesters, they were ri-
oters,’’ Warnock said. “They 
were handled with kid gloves.’’

In a call for unity, he said, “It 
doesn’t matter if you’re a Demo-
crat or Republican. If you look 
with an honest eye at the history 
of this country and see this mo-
ment, you must know that this 
is a glimpse of God’s vision, of 
a more inclusive humanity that 
embraces all of God’s children.’’

Warnock added: “I just want 
to be a prism of God’s glory, so 
that God’s glory might shine 
through me.’’

In fi rst act of 117th 
Congress, Rep. Jackson Lee 
introduces Reparations Bill

President-Elect Biden says police 
would have reacted different

with BLM protestors

Warnock 
condemns Capitol 

rioters in post-
election sermon

By Aaron Morrison
Associated Press

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent
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has consistently spoken primarily 
for her party’s constituents, and 
almost exclusively for white Mis-
sissippians. Dr. King was a cham-
pion for equality and inclusion. 
On the other hand, Hyde-Smith’s 
stance has consistently been po-
lar-opposite of King’s Dream,” 
former Jackson city councilman 
Marshand Crisler said. 

The president, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, Minority leader Mitch Mc-
Connel and the vast majority of all 
those who supported the president 
and his divisive narrative just to 
hold their seats are just as respon-
sible for what happened at the 
Capitol Jan. 6  as the people who 
physically stormed it. 

What presidents say and do 
matter. We witnessed the resur-
gence of the Ku Klux Klan after 
the 28th President Woodrow Wil-
son hosted a special screening of 
the 1915 fi lm, Birth of a Nation 
at the White House. The movie’s 

villains were black portrayed 
by white actors in blackface. He 
supported the Confederacy, even 
wrote books about it, and began 
erasing Reconstruction reforms by 
using laws, violence and intimida-
tion to prevent black men from 
voting and pushing them out of lo-
cal and state governments. 

Even after the passage of the 
13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments 
which granted black people citi-
zenship, equal protection under 
the law and granted black men 
voting rights, it wasn’t until the 
passage of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 that blacks started to see 
blacks elected to offi ce.

It’s important to hold all elected 
offi cials accountable to what they 
say and do especially if they seek 
to divide us instead of bringing 
us together. All of the Mississippi 
delegation needs to be replaced 
with the exception of Rep. Bennie 
Thompson.



NATIONAL

California Democratic Congress-
woman Maxine Waters said Capi-
tol Police Chief Steven Sund ignored 
warnings that an attack by domestic 
terrorists was imminent days before 
insurrectionists violently imposed their 
will and overtook the hallowed govern-
ment building Jan. 6.

In an exclusive interview Tuesday 
with the National Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s daily morning BREAK-
ING NEWS: LET IT BE KNOWN, the 
beloved congresswoman, who’s known 
by the millions as “Auntie Maxine,” de-
clared that there’s growing evidence of 
complicity by many in the attack that 
has claimed six lives, including two 
Capitol police offi cers, and over 50 law 
enforcement injuries.

Because President Donald Trump in-
cited the violent insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol, Waters insisted that he is held 
accountable, and she implored families 
of the victims to pursue civil lawsuits 
against the United States government.

“I do believe that charges against the 
president should be pursued,” stated Wa-
ters during the live Jan. 12 interview, 
broadcast over the social media plat-
forms of the Black Press of America.

Waters has served in the U.S. House 
since 1991. 

“First of all, to the families of those 
who died, they need to sue the U.S. gov-
ernment because the Capitol Police and 
others who had the responsibility of or-
ganizing security for this event failed,” 
Waters emphasized. 

Waters continued, “Either they are 
incompetent, or they lied, or they’re 
complicit. This is a very complicated 
combination of individuals and opera-
tions that I think played a role in this 
attack on our Capitol.” 

“I had an hour-long conversation 
with the [now former] chief of police of 

the Capitol days before this took place. 
I brought the issue about security up in 
our caucus, and the head of the House 
administration had the Capitol police 
chief call me.”

“I asked him what he would do to 
keep these so-called protestors off the 
Plaza and not close to the Capitol, and 
he assured me that there would be bar-
ricades and that they would not get any-
where near the Capitol.”

Sund resigned after the U. S. Capitol 
attacks and was replaced by Morgan 
State University graduate, Acting Chief 
Yogananda Pittman. Waters recalled 
pointing out to Sund that the Proud 
Boys and other right-wing organiza-
tions that support Trump had already 
arrived in Washington. 

“In my estimation, the chief didn’t 
seem to have a handle on this,” Waters 
determined.

“I asked [Sund] about whether they 
had the cooperation of D.C. police, 
and he said ‘absolutely.’ I asked if they 
would have police on top of the build-
ing because that’s where snipers go,” 
she continued.

“That’s how Martin Luther King and 
John Kennedy were killed – from high 
buildings. He assured me that they had 
it all under control, that they under-
stood. It turns out, none of that was 
true.”

The congresswoman added that there 
were law enforcement and military 
types involved and among those in the 
terrorist attack. 

She is seeking a “deep investigation” 
into the attack, including a probe into 
whom Trump may have worked with, 
and who paid for the tour buses that 
brought the terrorists to Washington.

“This is serious,” Waters asserted. 
“A lot of entities were involved in this. 
Many of the rank-and-fi le Capitol police 
were left naked, without riot gear, and 
without the ability to defend themselves. 

“They got overrun, and these ter-
rorists got inside and were calling out 
for [House Speaker] Nancy Pelosi and 
looking for her. Even the woman who 
was shot and killed … when they 
searched her belongings, they found a 
video in which she said she was plan-
ning to ‘put Kamala Harris and Maxine 
Waters’ on notice. These people were 
out to kill. For the president, impeach-
ment is a certainty, but criminal charg-
es? Absolutely.”

Waters concluded by reasserting the 
vital importance of the Black Press of 
America and pledged to continue work 
with the NNPA to keep Black America 
and all people aware of the unfolding 
situation during the upcoming transi-
tion to the Biden-Harris Administra-
tion.

Meredith C. Anding Jr., 
a member of the “Tougaloo 
Nine,” who famously partici-
pated in a library “read-in” in 
segregated Mississippi 60 years 
ago, has died. He was 79.

Anding was diagnosed with 
leukemia and had been sick 
since March, his son Armaan 
Anding said. He died Friday in 
Brandon, Mississippi.

The Tougaloo Nine were stu-
dents at the historically Black 
institution Tougaloo College 
who staged a peaceful sit-in at 
Jackson’s white-only library 
March, 27, 1961. It is widely 
considered the fi rst student pro-
test of segregation at a public 
institution in Mississippi.

Anding is the second mem-
ber of the Tougaloo Nine to die, 
after Ameenah Evelyn Pierce 
Omar in 2010.

Inspired by lunch counter sit-
ins in other southern states like 
North Carolina, Mississippi 

students decided to target the 
state’s publicly-funded librar-
ies.

Students noticed there were 
major disparities between 
what resources were available 

at Jackson’s library for black 
residents, George Washing-
ton Carver, and the library for 
white residents, Jackson Public 
Library. Materials were gener-
ally secondhand at the black 

library and many books that 
students needed for class as-
signments were missing.

On March 27, 1961, nine 
students fi rst visited the black 
library and requested books 
they knew were not available. 
They then visited Jackson Pub-
lic Library and searched for the 
books.

When they sat down and be-
gan to read, the library staff 
called the police. The students 
refused to leave. They were ar-
rested and charged with breach 
of the peace.

The undergraduates spent the 
night in jail. The next day, Jack-
son College students picketed 
the Tougaloo Nine’s arrest and 
were met by police with clubs 
and dogs.

When the students were re-
leased, they were greeted by 
applauding black community 
members outside the court-
house. Again, policemen with 
nightsticks descended on the 
crowd. Two men – including a 

black pastor – were bitten by 
police dogs.

In 1962, spurred by the pro-
tests, the American Library As-
sociation membership adopted 
a new policy that opened up 
membership to everyone re-
gardless of race. In response, 
Mississippi and several other 
southern states withdrew from 
the association.

Armaan said his father inher-
ited his passion for social jus-
tice from his father, who was a 
member of the NAACP and his 
aunt, civil rights pioneer A. M. 
E. Logan.

Logan, known as the mother 
of Jackson’s Civil Rights move-
ment, was a businesswoman 
who opened her home to Free-
dom Riders.

“Being a part of the move-
ment, supporting the move-
ment, that was really embedded 
in their family’s DNA,” said 
Daphne Chamberlain, assistant 
provost and assistant professor 
of history at Tougaloo College 

who was close with Logan.
Armaan said his father joined 

the NAACP youth chapter and 
developed a relationship with 
Medgar Evers, who recom-
mended him to participate in 
the Tougaloo protest. Evers, a 
prominent Mississippi activist, 
was later assassinated in 1963.

Anding, who was raised in 
Myles, Mississippi, attended 
Tougaloo from 1961 to 1962. 
After participating in the Tou-
galoo Nine protest, Anding lost 
a private loan and had to drop 
out, his son said. He joined 
the Air Force, serving for four 
years. He returned to Tougaloo 
in 1969 to fi nish his degree.

Anding then moved to Buf-
falo, New York, to attend the 
University of Buffalo and 
earned his master’s degree in 
mathematics. There, he met his 
wife of 50 years, Maurice And-
ing. He taught at the State Uni-
versity of New York and Niagra 
University until his retirement 
in 2007.

Camille Cosby has unleashed a 
scathing commentary in the after-
math of the deadly insurrection at 
the U.S. Capitol earlier this month.

In a commentary sent to the 
Black Press accompanied by a 
1999 opinion piece penned by 
Harvard Medical School Dean Dr. 
Alvin Poussaint, the wife of come-
dian Bill Cosby called hatred “a 
hellish emotion.” “And, in recent 
years, hatred has been spewed 
by well known, public, demonic 
people…and condoned, sensation-
alized and disseminated by varied 
forms of irresponsible, greedy me-
dia,” Cosby railed.

“Racism is at the forefront of 
multiple types of hatred. Racism 
has been, and is steeped, in the 
foundation of America’s genera-
tional histories; ever since white 
people’s original settlements in 
this country.”

Openly, specifi c white people 
committed brutal and murderous 
seizures of indigenous people’s 
homelands, Cosby added. “Sav-
agely enslaved millions of Afri-
cans; and afterward, legalized nu-
merous years of apartheid within 
our nation’s medical, fi nancial, 
corporate, law enforcement, judi-
cial, governmental and educational 
institutions…all of which are still 
hugely, racially problematic,” Cos-
by continued.

“Evidently, those particular 
white people delusively and de-
mentedly felt and believed that 
their male and female whiteness 
gave them lifelong entitlements 
and supremacy,” she added while 
pointing out Poussaint’s “profound 
and timeless article, ‘They Hate. 

They Kill. Are They Insane?’
Poussaint was not then support-

ed by his peers in the profession 
of psychiatry, probably because 
legions of psychiatrists have pro-
fessional and personal histories of 
racism, Cosby opined.

“But each and every word in the 
article should resonate to clear-
minded readers, in light of the 
recent in-your-face acts of racism 
that are sadly and grossly very fa-
miliar in the USA,” Cosby wrote.

She concluded: “The conver-
gence of crazed mobs of white 
people, hell-bent on destructions 
and murders in African-American 
communities, have been all too 
common occurrences in this coun-
try.

“This is a country that has not 
cleaned up its act pertaining to ra-
cial hatred.

“That should be a primary 
mandate amongst diverse white 
people, and they should not look 
to people of color to resolve that 
ongoing, sociological filth of 
injustice.“Is America a democra-
cy? Not yet, nor has it ever been…
maybe soon.

Congresswoman 
Waters’ warnings to U.S. 

Capitol police 
chief were ignored

Meredith Anding Jr., member 
of the ‘Tougaloo Nine,’ dies

Camille Cosby: 
Capitol insurrection 

a reminder
that ‘hatred is a 
hellish emotion’

Rep. Maxine Waters receives a lifetime achievement award from the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association NNPA FILE

Anding

Cosby

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent

By Leah Willingham
Associated Press
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OPINION

“Neon signs a-
fl ashin, taxicabs and 
buses passin through 
the night. A distant 
moanin of a train seems 
to play a sad refrain to 
the night.” If you are in 

the fourth quarter like I am, you re-
member these song lyrics by crooner 
Brook Benton.

It was indeed a rainy night in Geor-
gia for the GOP.

After the presidential election, ar-
guably the most important election in 
the country was the runoff election 
for the two senate seats in Georgia. 
The hype was incredibly high for the 
contest that pitted two incumbent Re-
publicans against two upstart Demo-
crats. The two Republicans, David 
Perdue and Kelly Loeffl er wrapped 
themselves in Trump’s blanket of de-
ceit and dishonesty. They thought he 
could do no wrong. 

Interestingly, Loeffl er is the co-
owner of the WNBA team, the Atlan-
ta Dream. The team mounted a huge 
voter turnout campaign designed to 
unseat her. 

The poll numbers said the race was 
too close to call.

Ultimately, the two Democrats, 
Reverend Raphael Warnock and Jon 
Ossoff won the race. Warnock is the 

senior pastor at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was a former pastor there. 
Warnock is also a member of Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. We are 
brothers in Alpha.

Ossoff is a businessman who owns 
a production company. He defeated 
Perdue denying him another 6-year 
term in offi ce. Warnock is black and 
Ossoff is white. I can hear Dr. King 
singing we shall overcome. This is 
what happened in Georgia last week 
because the people did overcome.

The state of Georgia did what 
many political experts thought was 
impossible. They voted for a Demo-
cratic presidential candidate and two 
Democratic senators.

The Peach State has been mostly 
a Republican state in recent memory 
since 1972. However, they did vote 
for Jimmy Carter in 1976 and 1980 
and also Bill Clinton in 1992. War-
nock is the fi rst African-American 
senator in Georgia’s history.

In my opinion, we are at a cross-
roads in American politics. Our po-
litical divide is evident and has been 
that way pre-Mr T. It has only gotten 
worse since he has been in offi ce. He 
has created a bad example of leader-
ship. In turn, this has created mad-
ness and mayhem for the American 
people.

With these two wins, it is hopeful 
that legislation will be enacted that 

will benefi t all of us and not just some 
of us.

The new administration will have 
the advantage in both the House and 
the Senate. Now the question is how 
to use this advantage for a change in 
attitude and in cooperation. I believe 
everyone can agree especially during 
the past four years there has been un-
precedented meanness and ill will.

Men in the senate like Ted Cruz, 
Mitch McConnell and Josh Hawley 
were problematic when it came to 
passing legislation for all Americans. 
Our healthcare was always at risk. 
Judicial appointments were given the 
ok by Trump and led by these politi-
cal minions.

Senator-elects Ossoff and War-
nock will go to Washington hoping to 
change the narrative so that we can 
regain trust in the American govern-
ment.

Beginning January 20, America 
will be able to exhale. We have been 
in a coma of chaos. We were bent but 
we were not broken. We have been 
distraught, depressed and disillu-
sioned.

The monarch who sat in the oval 
offi ce carried the torch of racism and 
intolerance. Too many people be-
lieved in his hate-fi lled rhetoric.

While it was a rainy night in Geor-
gia, joy did come in the morning. 
Welcome Raphael Warnock and Jon 
Ossoff to the United States Senate.

I am at Ground Zero. 
My law degree cannot 
protect me. My fancy ad-
dress cannot protect me. 
My radio appearances 
and Zoom book tour can-
not protect me. I check 

with, and for, my daughter against this 
madness as we all should the way the 
Black Power Movement taught me.

On the 24-hour cable television 
there are many references to how the 
situation is comparable to the burning 
down of the White House during the 
War of 1812. But my reference point 
keeps going back to 1925, when the 
Ku Klux Klan marched down Penn-
sylvania Avenue, showing their power 
and allegiance to a segregated capital 
city and a segregated United States in 
broad daylight while hooded, hidden.

What happened Wednesday was 
neither hooded nor hidden. It was as 
open as the barricades that the Capitol 
police yielded – or invited. While vic-
tims of Jim Crow, COINTELPRO, and 
now Black Lives Matter were at home 
or at work, celebrating an incoming 
U.S. Senate that now might provide 
some fi nancial relief to those in food 
lines or about to be evicted, a mob of 
white privilege blatantly stormed the 
Senate and the House.

Making the Klan look civilized, 
they came, they climbed, they 
smashed, they terrorized. And they 
were allowed to do that because they 
were white.

The double-standard here is too 
obvious to repeat. So let me just say 
this: this country has never forgiven 
H. Rap Brown for merely mouthing 
“Burn, Baby Burn,” or the Black Pan-
thers for peacefully protesting with 
their legal arms at the Sacramento 
State Capitol. So how fast will these 
people be forgiven?

As fast as, say, Abner Louima 
is now forgiving those who terror-
ized him? As fast as the survivors 
of Charleston had forgiven Dylann 
Roof, now seen as the canary in the 
coal mine, trying to warn us what was 
coming? I hope Jacob Blake will be 
slow to forgive as he deals with a life-
time of pain because he dared turn his 
back on American authority.

America loves forgiveness, because 
then it can get on to the business of 
forgetting.

Those who are shocked to see the 
American fl agpoles as weapons have 
very short memories. Ask any black 
Bostonian about the fl ag as a weapon.

Since we are talking about memory: 
President Woodrow Wilson, presi-
dent during that KKK march, openly 
praised the Klan not unlike the way 
the current president has praised these 
latest terrorists. So what is new, re-
ally?

“I know how you feel.” It’s a new 
low for a country that was founded by 
genocide and slavery.

Nkechi Taifa is the author of the new 
memoir, Black Power, Black Lawyer: 
My Audacious Quest for Justice

It was a rainy night 
in Georgia for the 

Republicans

The new 
terrorism, like the 

old terrorism
By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio

By Nkechi Taifa, Esq.
Trice Edney News Wire

“For years, 
we have been 
asked to turn 
a blind eye to 
the criminality, 
corruption, and 
blatant disregard 

to the rule of law by the tyrant 
president we have in the White 
House. We as a nation can no 
longer look away,” Congress-
woman Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.) 
declared.

Democratic Rep. Jim Mc-
Govern, the chairman of the 
House Rules Committee, blast-
ed: “President Donald Trump 
and his allies were stoking the 
anger of a violent mob.”

“A member of this very body 
proclaimed on that stage, today 
is the day American patriots 
start taking down names and 
kicking ass,” McGovern, of 
Massachusetts stated.

First came the testimony and 
closing arguments – Congress 
members laid out a four-year 
reign of terror that was Donald 
Trump’s presidency.

Then came the verdict – 
Congress voted to impeach 
Trump, and in the process, 

placed an exclamation stamp at 
the end of perhaps the most di-
visive presidency in American 
history.

It also marked the fi rst time 
that a president was impeached 
twice – in Trump’s case, it 
is the second consecutive 

January that House members 
agreed to the strongest rebuke 
it could provide a sitting presi-
dent. Trump was impeached in 
2020 for obstruction of Con-
gress and abuse of power. This 
time, Congress nailed him for 
“incitement of insurrection,” 

a shameful charge – probably 
the most dishonorable of any 
president. The Senate must 
now host a trial and decide 
whether to remove Trump, who 
has just one week remaining in 
his term.

Democratic Rep. Jim Mc-

Govern, the chairman of the 
House Rules Committee, 
blasted: “President Donald 
Trump and his allies were 
stoking the anger of a violent 
mob.”

“A member of this very body 
proclaimed on that stage, today 

is the day American patriots 
start taking down names and 
kicking ass,” McGovern, of 
Massachusetts stated.

“Trump’s personal attor-
ney Rudy Giuliani called for 
trial by combat. Then Donald 
Trump told the crowd, ‘we’re 
going to have to fi ght much 
harder. You’ll never take back 
our country with weakness.”

Despite some pushback from 
die-hard Trump supporters in 
Congress, the House voted to 
impeach the 45th president.

Unlike the fi rst time the 
House impeached Trump, 
Mitch McConnell (R-Ken-
tucky), the Senate Republican 
leader, has declared support for 
impeachment.

Impeachment shame for the 
Trump presidency concludes

on lowest note in history
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent

Trump’s consistent reliance on 
controversy, fear and race-baiting 
has led to an unprecedented sec-
ond impeachment.



Last week, 
I said that we 
would spend the 
next few weeks 
looking at doing 
things, afraid.  
This week, we 
have to deal with 

what happened at the US Capitol. 
We will get back to the topic of 
doing things, afraid in the next 
few weeks.

Like so many, I was glued to 
my television the afternoon of 
Wednesday, Jan. 6. I thought I 
was going to watch a tense de-
bate about the electoral college 
results that eventually would end 
with the affi rmation of the elec-
tion of President-elect Joe Biden 
and Vice President-elect Kamala 
Harris. After watching just a few 
minutes, I realized that what was 
happening was far more sinister 
and dangerous. And the more I 
watched the chaotic insurrection, 
I became livid.

For one, the deadly mob was 
treated differently than Black 
Lives Matter protestors. They 
were not met with a military level 
show of force, tear gassed and 
shot at with rubber bullets. They 
were allowed to return to their 
hotel rooms without fear of being 
arrested, which is why so many 
live-streamed their assault on the 
US Capitol. But obvious injustice 
was not what I was most angry 
about.

What angered me the most is 
the cowardly silence afterwards 
of some evangelical Christians.  
In the past, when things like this 
have happened, I have asked when 
will the real Christians stand up 
and point out the hypocrisy of 
Christians who support the racist 
foolishness of the Trump Admin-
istration? Well, I will never tire 
of asking that question because it 

is clear by their silence or weak 
responses that some are not go-
ing to challenge what is clearly 
un-Godly, unpatriotic and clearly 
criminal behavior. Those who 
were quick to condemn the Black 
Lives Matter movement as un-
Christian have been slow to place 
that same label on the violent ri-
oters from the Jan. 6 assault.

So, what do we say now? It’s 
not just as simple as pointing out 
that sin was committed on that 
day and that Trump is to blame.    
That’s obvious by looking at vid-
eo and social media posts.

What Christians should say is 
“No More!” No longer will our 
faith be hijacked, distorted and 
devalued by those who work to 
satisfy their carnal thirst for pow-
er. Yes, we pray for healing for 
our nation. But after we get off 
our knees, we have to make an-
other choice on who we will serve 
as stated in Joshua 24:15: “But if 
you refuse to serve the LORD, 
then choose today whom you 
will serve…But as for me and my 
family, we will serve the LORD.”  

This recent attack on the US 
Capitol exposed the hypocrisy 
of some in law enforcement as 
well as some Christians It also 
seems as though God is con-
tinuing to expose the hypocrisy 
of those who say they serve the 
Lord but are really only serving 
themselves. Perhaps God is doing 
this so that there can be a time of 
refl ective repentance before His 
judgement. 

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author of 
“Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book of 
Prayers for Writers.” Email pre-
servedbypurpose@gmail.com 
or follow her on Twitter @she-
wanda.
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I want you 
to see that as 
the exalting of 
man increases, 
the fear of God 
decreases. In-
dividually or 

collectively, whenever man 
is exalted, the fear of God 
decreases. We read in Psalm 
111:10, “The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom; a 
good understanding have all 
those who do His command-
ments. His praise endures for-
ever.”

The more we strive by 
God’s spirit to obey God’s 
commandments, the more un-
derstanding He gives us of His 
Word. Jesus said, “If anyone 
wills to do His will, he shall 
know concerning the doc-
trine, whether it is from God 
or whether I speak on my own 
authority.” (John 7:17). The 
best way to understand the 
Word of God is to read, study, 
and decide to obey it. We put 
ourselves in great spiritual 
danger by trying to under-
stand the Bible without fi rst 
committing to obey God.

We need to come to the place 

where we live with reverential 
fear before God day-by-day. 
No one can live that way with-
out having real salvation. The 
beginning of wisdom starts 
when you have turned your 
life over to God. At that point, 
you begin to get wise. When 
you really turn your life over 
to God in repentance and let 
Him take out the heart of stone 
and put a new heart within 
you, then you are born of His 
spirit, and you will begin to be 
a partaker of wisdom.

If nothing else tells me 
that the end time is near, all 
I would have to do is listen to 

the saints sing. They are sing-
ing more songs about that day 
when they are going to see 
Him face-to-face. The very 
expressions of the saints you 
meet as you travel the country 
let you know that they are get-
ting anxious to go to heaven. 
Jesus will split the clouds one 
of these morning, and it will 
all be over.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

Fear God and 
give Him glory
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No more 
hypocrisy

 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
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EDUCATION

Jackson Public Schools will hold 
Smart Restart Drill Days January 13 
and 14. This will give school person-
nel and scholars who selected in-person 
learning for the second semester an op-
portunity to run through procedures 
and expectations before they return for 
classes January 19. The schedule of im-
portant dates below is provided for ref-
erence.

January 4–12
• Virtual learning for all scholars.
January 13
• Elementary Schools – All Scholars
• Middle Schools – Cohort 1. Stu-

dents whose last names begin with let-
ters A-L.

• High Schools – B Day Scholars 
(Grades 11 & 12)

January 14

• Elementary Schools – No Scholars
• Middle Schools – Cohort 2. Stu-

dents whose last names begin with let-
ters M-Z.

• High Schools – A Day Scholars 
(Grades 9 & 10)

January 18
• Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
January 19
• First day of in-person learning. 

(Middle school and high school students 
should follow the schedules for atten-
dance provided by their schools.)

The Smart Restart Drill Days will 
give scholars a chance to run through 
a full practice of the school day with 
careful attention given to safety proto-
cols and procedures. Schools will prac-
tice the daily activities of a traditional 
learning school day, from arrival to de-
parture, with recommended precautions 

in place. Additionally, scholars will 
receive personal protective equipment, 
books, devices and other supplies our 
scholars will need for school. 

Buses will run and lunch will be 
served on Smart Restart Drill Days. 
For bus riders, parents should be on the 
lookout for electronic messages from 
your child’s school with their bus as-
signments and run times. Parents who 
have questions about transportation 
should call the Transportation offi ce in 
your area: 

• Transportation Central (601) 973-
8513 or (601) 960-8919 

• Transportation North (601) 987-3588 
• Transportation South (601) 960-

5405 
For more information, contact your 

child’s school or visit www.jackson.k12.
ms.us/SmartRestart.

To ensure a safe return to school 
for in-person learners and school 
staff, Jackson Public Schools will 
implement the Safr Management 
App created by Wingfi eld High 
School alum Fred Burns.

The Safr Management mobile 
application synchronizes with a 
desktop dashboard to track student 
and staff attendance and supports 
temperature checks and contact 
tracing for communicable diseases 
like COVID-19. The program can 
also be used to report incidents of 
the fl u, colds and other more rou-
tine illnesses.

The technology will facilitate 
the safe re-entry of scholars and 
staff into school buildings by en-
suring a more effi cient collection 
of attendance information enabled 
by integrating with student infor-
mation data. Besides contact trac-
ing, the data provided will also 
inform decisions about initiating 
quarantines and allow targeted 
communications regarding those 

decisions.
During a demonstration to dis-

trict administrators, Burns showed 
how the app identifi es individuals 
and provides interfaces for school 
administrators as well as parents 
and students. In December, the JPS 
School Board approved the dis-
trict’s recommendation to imple-
ment the Safr Management App as 
part of its Smart Restart plan.

Jackson Public Schools joins 
other local institutions in deploy-
ing the app. Jackson State Uni-
versity, Tougaloo College and St. 
Richard Catholic Schools are also 
using the Safr Management app as 
part of their strategy to keep their 
schools and communities safe.

Burns is a 2009 graduate of 
Wingfi eld High School and the 
valedictorian of his class. He is 
also a graduate of Jackson State 
University. The concept for the app 
was inspired by the need to ensure 
the wellbeing of his own children 
as they sought to participate in 
programs last summer.

JPS schools to hold 
Smart Restart Drill Days 
for all in-person learners

App created
by JPS alum

for safe reopening
of schools 

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Smart Restart Drill Days will give in-person scholars a chance to practice the procedures and protocols put in place for their safety before 
school starts on January 19.



COMMUNITY

FedEx Corporation is sup-
porting free admission to the 
Museum of Mississippi Histo-
ry and Mississippi Civil Rights 
Museum on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, January 18. The 
museums will also open free of 
charge Sunday, January 17.

“We are grateful to FedEx 
Corporation for their continued 
support of our annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. celebration,” 
said Katie Blount, director of 
the Mississippi Department of 
Archives and History. “Their 
generosity allows us to invite 
the public to safely celebrate 
Dr. King’s life at the museums 
and through virtual program-
ming.”

The museums will open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day. Safety 
precautions at museums in-
clude requiring all visitors to 
wear masks and observe social 
distancing guidelines. 

At 6 p.m. Monday, Janu-
ary 18, the annual MLK 
Night of Culture program will 

livestream on the Mississippi 
Civil Rights Museum Face-
book page. Writer and poet C. 
Leigh McInnis will headline 
the event, which includes live 
painting, music and spoken 
word performances by local 

artists.
This year’s theme is “I Am 

a Man,” a declaration of the 
1968 Memphis sanitation strik-
ers. King joined activists Rev. 
James Lawson, T.O. Jones, and 
others in support of the sanita-

tion strike.  
A new special exhibition, 

I AM A MAN: Civil Rights 
Photographs in the American 
South, 1960-1970, will open at 
the museums Saturday, Janu-
ary 30, 2021. It will feature 

a wide range of photographs 
capturing key events of the 
Civil Rights Movement across 
the South, including James 
Meredith’s integration of the 
University of Mississippi, 
the sanitation workers’ strike 

in Memphis, Martin Luther 
King’s funeral and the Poor 
People’s Campaign.  

At 6 p.m. Tuesday, Janu-
ary 19, the New Stage Theatre 
production of The Debate for 
Democracy, a conversation be-
tween Martin Luther King Jr. 
organizer Ella Baker, and ac-
tivist Fannie Lou Hamer, will 
livestream on the Mississippi 
Civil Rights Museum Face-
book page.

Dr. King’s involvement in 
Mississippi includes attending 
the funeral of NAACP state 
fi eld secretary Medgar Evers 
in 1963, visiting Greenwood 
in support of Mississippi Free-
dom Summer in 1964, and tes-
tifying in support of the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Democratic 
Party (MFDP) during the 1964 
Democratic National Conven-
tion.

The story has been pub-
lished on the MDAH website 
at https://www.mdah.ms.gov/
news/fedex-sponsors-mlk-day-
celebration-state-history-civ-
il-rights-museums.

FedEx sponsors MLK Day celebration 
at State History, Civil Rights Museums

This is not a question; it 
is a prepositional phrase. 
Now I know there are 
some proud, red-blooded 
Americans that might 
take issue with me. I know 
there are some that believe 

this is the best country in the world, and 
that America is founded on Godly prin-
ciples. And, I know that we have a great 
constitution and fl ag. But I have lived 
in America long enough to know what 
I’m talking about. I was born and raised 
here, and American democracy is not 
working; and history is my witness.

First of all, democracy without the 
spirit of God living in it, is false pretense. 
The word God on money is not enough. 
The word God on a fl ag or car tag is not 
enough. The Tenth Commandments on a 
courthouse lawn is not enough. An oath 
on the Bible is not enough. A giant cross 
beside the highway, or three crosses in 
a fi eld is not suffi cient enough to make 
American democracy work. You see, 
democracy is a spirit, an ideal. Democ-
racy is the spirit of God saying, “We 
hold these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness, regardless of race, creed, color, or 
national origin.”

Democracy is more than a Constitu-
tion, a fl ag, the Pledge of Allegiance, 
the Bill of Rights, the Fourth of July, 
a baseball game, a concert, church on 
Sunday, or black athletes making HW-
CUs wealthy, while promoting white 
supremacy. Democracy is not more for 
some and less for others or poverty for 
some and abundance for others.

Democracy is what’s good for me is 
good for you, and what’s good for you is 
good for me. Democracy is equal justice 
under the Law. Democracy is fair hous-
ing, voting rights, a good job, a living 
wage, a good education, good health and 
the American dream for everybody. De-
mocracy is not just an American dream; 
it is a God-centered universal mandate 
that all people have equal access to the 
tree of life.

Democracy declares, “Love one an-

other as I have loved you.” “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” “Rich and poor, 
the Lord is the Master of them all.” “All 
have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God.” “In Christ Jesus you are all 
children of God.” “Greater love has no 
man than that he lay down his life for his 
friends.”

Democracy demands that every-
body do their part, the weak as well as 
the strong, the rich as well as the poor, 
the employed and the unemployed, the 
educated and uneducated, saved and 
unsaved, believers and nonbelievers, 
out-cast and in-cast, the low-class and 
the high-class. We all must get involved! 
We can’t sit down in our own little safety 
zone, our own neighborhood, our good 
jobs, and not be concerned about the 
least among us. We can’t treat the down-
trodden as if their problems are not our 
problems. We are all linked together. We 
are all God’s creatures. 

Real democracy looks like Jesus. Real 
democracy has life and light. Real de-
mocracy is God’s ultimate promise to 
the human family. Real democracy is 
fulfi lled when we love one another as 
God loves us. Democracy is the living 
and active breath of God pulsating in the 
heart of every man. And when the spirit 
of real democracy is activated among all 
of the people, America will begin to live 
out the true meaning of its creed, “We 
hold these truths that all men are created 
equal.” When the spirit of real democra-
cy is activated in us, we will embrace Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s profound proc-
lamation, “Injustice anywhere is a threat 
to justice everywhere. We are caught 
in an inescapable network of mutual-
ity, tied in a single garment of destiny. 
Whatever affects one directly affects all 
indirectly.”

Brothers and sisters, if we want de-
mocracy to work in our lives, if we want 
to get the most out of our democracy, we 
must want it and we must work for it. Not 
one day, but every day. Not just one elec-
tion, but every election. What I know is 
this, if we don’t work for a strong and 
healthy democracy, we will lose it. On 
January 6, 2021, we lost a big portion of 
our democracy. But thanks be to God for 
giving us this wake-up call. It’s time to 
wake up America, and save our democ-
racy. It’s time for us to get-up, stand-up, 

speak-up, and move-up to make free-
dom and justice a reality for every man, 
woman and child in the United States 
of America. It’s time to say it loud, as 
a unifi ed people, that Black Lives Mat-
ter. You see, America can never be great 
until it makes amends for its crimes 
against black Americans; and every oth-
er American. And, America will never 
meet its destiny until all of its resources 
are equitably distributed in order to cre-
ate life enhancing experiences for all of 
her citizens. It is time for America to rec-
oncile its constitutional promises, and its 
history and legacy of racism, hatred, ma-
nipulation and discrimination.

Now, I’m not so naive that I believe 
that every fair-minded person is going 
to accept and/or embrace this challenge. 
For many of us it is easier to just pray. 
Some of us would like to just forget 
about it, to forgive and move on, to all 
just get along. The problem with doing 
nothing or forgetting and moving on, 
is that the deterioration of our democ-
racy continues to erode. You see, we 
could have gotten rid of racism a long 
time ago. We could have dealt with all 
of the issues of inequality and injustice 
a long time ago. But we allowed those 
who benefi ted from these sins, to control 
the political, economic, educational and 
judicial systems in America.

My fellow Americans, its time for all 
of us who know better, to stand up and 
speak up and say, “Enough is enough!” 
When people commit crimes against our 
democracy, they need to pay regardless 
of their race. We must stop forgiving 
terrorist for terrorism. They need to be 
put on trial and they need to go to pris-
on. White supremist who commit hate 
crimes under the cover of a badge and 
a police uniform must be punished for 
their crimes. And dirty politicians must 
be held accountable.

If American democracy is to survive 
and thrive, we the people must come 
together and stay together once and for 
all, with the determination and spiritual-
ization of Jesus Christ; who gave His all 
to create a system of democracy for the 
family of man to live, love and prosper; 
in peace, unity and harmony.

Dr. I.D. Thompson is a gospel minis-
ter and leadership specialist. 

Just a Country-girl’s 
perspective: As a 
child, I grew up hear-
ing so many phrases 
from my elders… “you 
can’t do wrong and get 
by, what goes up will 

come down, you reap what you sow,” 
watch what you say, your words will 
fi nd you out,” and so many more.  
Some I understood, some I did not…
until.. I became an adult who clearly 
understood what the Ole-folks were 
telling us.

Having lived through much of 
what I witnessed January 6, 2021 in 
America, the land of the free and the 
home of the brave, I’m compelled to 
pen this thought. Needless to say, I’ve 
never witnessed the degree of discord 
that I and perhaps many of you can 
attest to. In the last 5 plus years, I 
have heard the phrase time and time 
again, “I cannot believe that or I’ve 
never seen anything like this before.”

There are so many things that I be-
lieve could have been different over 
the past fi ve years, but here we are. 
Often, the question has been raised… 
“How did we get here?”  Admitted-
ly, I’m the fi rst to admit that we as 
a people, descendants of slaves, have 
come a long way. From the time our 
ancestors were brought to this coun-
try against their will, we have had to 
fi ght and claw and work and sacrifi ce 
and forgive and educate ourselves 
and die to get where we are today. 
However, this begs the question, in 
reality…when were we ever here? 

So today,… after the deadly and 
shameful riots encouraged by the 
CIC, there is a feeling that, “all is 
well,” we should move on and get 
on with the people’s business.” Well, 
let’s look at what happened hours 
after a near death experience at the 
Capitol.

Some elected offi cials, people who 
were sent to Washington to oversee, 
create and implement laws for the 
good of the people, held fast to their 
position to overturn the certifi ed elec-
tion. This is not what I went to jail 
for, this is not what I got cursed out 
for and thrown out of the registrar’s 
offi ce for, this is not what I got tear 
gassed for, this is not what I got shot 
at for and this is certainly not what I, 
along with my children, received nu-
merous death threats for.

In all fairness, the CIC did not 

begin the multiplicity of racist rants 
that we have witnessed during the 
past few years, but from my perspec-
tive… and I have this on good au-
thority…without a doubt… the CIC 
has encouraged to the greatest ex-
tent, that it’s OK to threaten, plan to 
kidnap and perhaps kill duly elected 
offi cials, even hang the current vice-
president and on and on and on. The 
day after, the CIC implored the in-
surrectionists to “go home, he loved 
them and there should be no further 
violence. A DAY LATE AND A 
DOLLAR SHORT.

Now to the Pandemic: State offi -
cials have been literally begging for 
help for more than 10 months from 
the offi ce of the CIC. After thousands 
and thousands of deaths and millions 
of hospitalizations, this morning the 
CIC stated in essence…that vaccines’ 
will now be made available to those 
who need it, of which I am in the 75 
plus category. Why can’t the millions 
of doses sitting in a warehouse possi-
bly spoiling, be sent to medical offi c-
es immediately. As a matter of fact, I 
have called my doctor’s offi ce three 
times hoping that vaccine would be 
available…I was heartbroken to see 
medical staff walking around in gar-
bage bags. A DAY LATE AND A 
DOLLAR SHORT.

I’ve never witnessed a time that 
on Inauguration Day, when all fi fty 
states had to be on high alert for fear 
of violence. I believe that mind-set 
is due in great part to the toxic at-
mosphere that has been created. To 
quote one of my sheroes, Victoria 
Gray Adams, when she was in a dis-
cussion where she was told… “You 
can’t legislate love;” her response 
was… “You are right, but you can 
create an atmosphere where love can 
exist.” Today, I say, the opposite is 
true and I can see the ugliness of ha-
tred being manifested and played out 
right before my very eyes.

So, what do we do? We do what 
we have always done. Understand 
why the hatred, understand that ev-
ery generation has an assignment, 
understand that we must continue 
to teach our youth the sacredness of 
our legacy so that they will under-
stand that just as we have become 
our ancestors, one day, they too will 
become us.

Implementing these suggestions 
will allow them not to come up… 
A DAY LATE AND A DOLLAR 
SHORT.

Why American 
democracy is 
not working

A day late and 
a dollar short

By Flonzie Wright
Civil Rights Activist

By I. D. Thompson
Guest Columnist
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HEALTH

Less than 30 percent of the 
world’s researchers are women, 
according to the UNESCO In-
stitute for Statistics. However, 
one team fi ghting against CO-
VID-19 is not only leading the 
charge to save lives, but also in 
empowering women in science, 
encouraging the next generation 
of girls and young women to 
pursue STEM education.

At biotechnology company 
Allied BioScience, chief science 
offi cer Maha El-Sayed, PhD 
leads a female-dominated team 
of researchers, and their work 
has the potential to be a game 
changer in the fi ght against CO-
VID-19 and other future viruses. 
Their product, SurfaceWise2, 
continuously kills 99.9 percent 
of viruses, including, most im-
portantly, the virus that causes 
COVID-19.

“When it comes to women in 
STEM, there’s a lot of untapped 
potential. It’s my hope that our 
team can inspire young women 
to pursue careers in science, and 
inspire other research teams to 
bring more talented women into 
the fold and elevate them to posi-
tions where they can drive real 
change,” says Dr. El-Sayed.

As Dr. El-Sayed explains, hu-
man coronaviruses can persist 
on inanimate surfaces such as 
plastic, glass, fi bers and metals 
for up to nine days. This makes 
it critical to protect high-traffi c 
facilities where the contami-
nation of surfaces is continu-
ous, such as schools, stadiums, 
restaurants, offi ces and retail 
spaces.

More advanced than compara-
tive products in reducing chemi-
cal and disinfectant exposure, 
SurfaceWise2 was proven in 
independent studies conducted 
by infectious disease experts 
to be effective against Human 
Coronavirus 229E, the EPA-
approved surrogate, demonstrat-
ing the ability to successfully 
protect against COVID-19. It’s 

the fi rst such product to be EPA-
approved.

So how is it used? Compat-
ible with virtually all surfaces, 
SufaceWise2 is applied via an 
electronic spray for effi cient, 
complete and uniform treatment. 
Droplets are small – 900 times 
smaller than an average drop-
let – and applied at a force of 75 
times greater than gravity, caus-
ing a “wraparound effect,” and 
a natural force of attraction be-
tween the sprayed droplets and 
target surfaces. Once applied, 
the long-lasting antiviral coat-
ing physically breaks down the 
cells of bacteria and viruses that 
land on treated surfaces, effec-
tively and continuously killing 
them without giving the bacteria 
a chance to mutate and build up 
resistance.

Despite its potency, this so-
lution is very safe for humans, 
even in enclosed spaces. Non-
toxic, non-irritating, odorless 
and containing no chemicals 
that produce harmful vapors or 
gases, it’s already used by air-
lines, hospitality and travel com-
panies, and in healthcare spaces.

In the coming months, Dr. El-
Sayed and her team expect to see 
further use in professional sport-
ing facilities, restaurant dining 
rooms, offi ces, schools and other 
spaces.

As the nation fi ghts to safely 
reopen, the work of dedicated, 
female scientists is making a 
vital difference in saving lives 
and in helping businesses, com-
munities and families return to 
normalcy. 

“Shedding light on the scien-
tifi c achievements of women, 
particularly at this critical time 
in history, is essential to inspir-
ing the next generation of girls 
and young women to pursue 
STEM education and careers in 
science,” says Dr. El-Sayed.

To learn more about the work 
and achievements of Dr. El-
Sayed and her team, visit www.
surfacewise.com.

The women 
leading the fi ght 

against COVID-19

Did you know that 80% of 
blood pressure readings are 
wrong? A recent study reports 
that 80% of the blood pres-
sure measurements taken by 
doctors and nurses are done 
improperly. This can cause 
numerous misdiagnoses. This 
means that some people may 
be taking medication that they 
really don’t need.

The American Heart Asso-
ciation has published recom-
mended guidelines for taking 
blood pressure. In another 
study of doctors and nurses 
taking blood pressure found 
that none of them were fol-
lowing the guidelines. A study 
done in Amarillo, TX found 
that when a patient got an ini-
tial elevated blood pressure 
and then was given a second 
test found that over 50% of 
the second readings recorded 
a lower reading. This could 
put the patient into a different 
treatment modality.

What is blood pressure? 
Blood is carried from the 
heart to all parts of your body 
though your arteries. Your 
blood pressure is the force of 
the blood pushing against the 
walls of the arteries.

Each time your heart beats, 
which is about 60-70 times a 
minute at rest, it pumps out 
blood into your arteries. Your 
blood pressure is at its highest 
when your heart beats, pump-
ing the blood. This is called 
systolic pressure. When your 
heart is at rest, between beats, 
your blood pressure falls. This 
is the diastolic pressure.

Your blood pressure is al-
ways given in two numbers, 
the systolic and diastolic pres-
sures. Both are equally impor-
tant. Usually they are written 
one above or before the other, 
such as 120/80 mmHg. The top 
number is your systolic and 
the bottom is your diastolic.

The most common blood 
pressure mistake made by 
doctors and nurses is taking 
your blood pressure as soon as 
you come into the offi ce. The 
American Heart Association 
recommends you should rest 
quietly for 5 minutes. Physical 
activity can raise your blood 
pressure 10 mmHg or more.

The American Heart Asso-
ciation recommends:

• Patients should not exer-
cise, drink caffeine or smoke 
for 30 minutes prior to mea-
surement and should sit qui-
etly for fi ve minutes immedi-
ately before.

• While the measurement is 
being taken, the patient should 
be comfortably seated with 
his/her back supported (not 
perched on a stool or a table) 
and with feet fl at on the fl oor. 
The patient’s bare arm (the 
sleeve can be rolled up or if 
it is too constricting the shirt 
should be removed) should 
be supported at the level of 
his heart. The patient should 
lean their arm on an armrest 
or table or the doctor or nurse 
taking the reading should hold 
the patient’s arm, not letting it 
hang at the patient’s side.

• The cuff must fi t properly. 
A standard cuff will satisfy 
most people. People that are 
large or small will require 
special size equipment. The 
cuff should be placed one inch 
above the elbow. Digital moni-
tors designed for home use, 
the cuff should be centered 
over the inside of the elbow.

• No talking by the patient 
or the practitioner. Talking 
raises your blood pressure. 

• At an initial doctor visit 
two readings should be taken 
and the results should be av-
eraged. If the readings differ 
by more than 5mmHg a third 
reading should be taken and 
averaged with the other two.

• If you have to go to the 
bathroom go before your blood 
pressure is taken.

When taking your blood 

pressure at home you should 
follow the same guidelines. 
You should also compare your 
home readings with your doc-
tor’s offi ce visit.

Stress for the COVID-19 
can raise your blood pressure. 
Cough medicine and other 
medications can also raise 
your blood pressure. 

Taking your blood pres-
sure once a year is enough. 
If you’ve been diagnosed 
with high blood pressure you 
should have a 24-hour ambu-
latory blood pressure (ABPM) 
reading at least once or twice a 
year. An ABPM reading takes 
a reading every 15 to 60 min-
utes over 24-hour period. This 
type of monitoring will help 
to determine if your medica-
tion is working to control your 
blood pressure.

Your blood pressure nor-
mally drops 10% to 20% dur-
ing sleep. 29% of people with 
high blood pressure known 
as “nondippers” don’t get 
this nighttime dip. A “non-
dippers’s” blood pressure is 
high all the time. If a 24-hour 
blood pressure test shows your 
blood pressure never dips 
your doctor may advise you to 
take your medication at night 
around 9 p.m.. This has been 
shown to reduce your risk of 
cardiovascular events by 61%. 
A cardiovascular event can in-
clude a heart attack.

Your blood pressure has 
a daily pattern. Your blood 
pressure is normally lower at 
night while you’re sleeping. 
Your blood pressure will rise 
a few hours before you wake 

up. Your blood pressure will 
continue to rise during the 
day and peaks in the middle 
of the afternoon. In the late 
afternoon and evening your 
blood pressure begins drop-
ping again.

One of every three adults in 
the US has high blood pres-
sure. 70% of people that had 
a heart attack had high blood 
pressure. 80% of people that 
had their fi rst stroke had high 
blood pressure. 70% of people 
that had chronic heart failure 
had high blood pressure. The 
prevalence of hypertension in 
the African-American popu-
lation is between 25-30%. 
Hypertension kills a dispro-
portionate number of African 
Americans unnecessarily each 
year.

Make sure you get a correct 
blood pressure reading. It can 
be a life or death reading.

Mask up! Mask right! Over 
your nose and under your chin!

Before starting your fi tness 
program, consult your physi-
cian.

Watch “Tips to be Fit” on 
www.lifeandspiritonline.com 
and www.GoodDayGood-
Health.com

If you have a fi tness ques-
tion or concern you would like 
addressed write to “Tips to be 
Fit” P O Box 53443 Philadel-
phia PA 19105 or tipstobefi t@
gmail.com 

If you’ve missed an article 
of “Tips to be Fit” just search 
“Vince Faust” “Tips to be Fit.”

For more information con-
tact your local American 
Heart Association.

Blood Pressure! 
Are they reading 

me right?
 By Vince Faust 
Tips to Be Fit 
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Female scientists fi ghting COVID-19 are inspiring the next generation 
of girls.



Office
Space for 

Rent
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Garrett 
Enterprises 

Building

CLASSIFIED

LEGAL

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received electronically via MAGIC or physically delivered 
to the offi ce of the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Manage-
ment, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 02/16/2021 , for:

RE: GS# 422-161 Campus Roofi ng 
 Ellisville State School
 RFx #:  3160004075     

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional: Robert Lewis/Architect 
Address:     Post Offi ce Box 1154
  Clinton, Mississippi 39060-1154
Phone:  601-925-8180
Email:                   rlewis@rlarc.com

A deposit of $300.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Calvin R. Sibley, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

1-14-2021, 1-21-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for Electronic Bid
Bid 3160 Upgrade Middle School Science Labs 

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) February 9, 2021, at which time and place they will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud. Three (3) pre-bid conferences concerning the 
Upgrades to Middle School Science Labs will be held at the following sites:

• Brinkley Middle School, 3535 Albermarle Drive, Jackson, MS 39213 on 
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 11:00 a.m.  

• Powell Middle School, 3655 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS on Wednesday, 
January 20, 2021 at 11:00 a.m.

• Whitten Middle School, 210 Daniel Lake Boulevard, Jackson, MS 39212 
on Thursday, January 21, 2021 at 11:00 a.m.

Attendance at the pre-bid conference is not mandatory but strongly encour-
aged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.  

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jps-
dmsprojects.com.  A $400.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on 
each printed set of bid specs/documents. A $200.00 Nonrefundable deposit 
shall be required on each digital PDF set of bid specs/documents.  Docu-
ments must be purchased through the website. All plan holders are required 
to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding website 
registration and online orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. 
Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid 
documents please contact John Murray at Canizaro Cawthon Davis,  Phone: 
601-948-7337 or Email: jmurray@ccdarchitects.com.   

1-14-2021, 1-21-2021

LEGAL

Advertisement for Electronic Bid
Bid 3161 Ferguson JROTC Building Renovation 

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business 
Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Lo-
cal Prevailing Time) February 16, 2021, at which time and place they will be 
publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project 
Ferguson JROTC Renovation will be held at Forest Hill High School, 2706 
Raymond Road, Jackson, MS, on Thursday, January 28th, 2021 at 1:30 P.M.  
Attendance at the pre-bid conference is not mandatory but strongly encour-
aged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.  

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jps-
dmsprojects.com.  A $250.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on 
each printed set of bid specs/documents. A $125.00 Nonrefundable deposit 
shall be required on each digital PDF set of bid specs/documents.  Docu-
ments must be purchased through the website. All plan holders are required 
to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding website 
registration and online orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. 
Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid 
documents please contact Nick Jackson at M3A Architecture, PLLC, Phone: 
601-981-1227 or Email: NJACKSON@M3AARCH.COM.

1-14-2021, 1-21-2021

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AVAILABILITY
Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER)

City of Jackson: FY 2019 Housing and Community Development Programs

TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS, AND PERSONS: The City of 
Jackson receives funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) for the following programs: Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME), Emergen-
cy Shelter Grant (ESG), and Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS 
(HOPWA).  HUD requires the City to prepare a Consolidated Annual Perfor-
mance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) on accomplishments of each of the 
programs in relation to needs, goals, strategies, and objectives of the City’s 
Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development Programs.

Notice is hereby given that on January 14, 2021 the City’s draft copy of the 
CAPER will be available for review and comment on the City’s website at 
www.jacksonms.gov. There will be a virtual Public Hearing on January 14, 
2021 at 6:00 p.m. to join the virtual public hearing by:

Join the meeting: https://call.lifesizecloud.com/7156046 

Click to call from Mobile (audio only)
United States: +1 (312) 584-2401, 7156046#
    
Call in by Phone (audio only)
United States: +1 (312) 584-2401
Meeting extension: 7156046#

In addition, the public is invited to make comments and ask questions regard-
ing the City’s FY 2019 CAPER starting Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 8:00 
a.m. via email at ohcd@jacksonms.gov. Written comments will be accepted 
until 5:00 p.m. January 28, 2021. 

For additional information, please contact the Offi ce of Housing and Com-
munity Development, at 601-960-2155.

1-14-2021 1-21-21

LEGAL

CITY OF JACKSON
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

WOODROW WILSON AVENUE PROJECT FROM MILL STREET TO MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR DRIVE

FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. STP-0250-00(053) LPA/108075-701000

The City of Jackson (LPA) intends to employ a consulting engineering fi rm to provide 
engineering services utilizing a Cost plus Fixed Fee, Labor Hour/Unit Price or Lump 
Sum/Firm Fixed Price contract for Woodrow Wilson Avenue Project from Mill Street 
to Martin Luther King, Jr Drive, Project No. STP-0250-00(053) LPA/108075-701000, 
Hinds County, Mississippi.  These services include construction engineering, inspec-
tion, testing, and related work.  The fi rm shall provide these services in accordance 
with MDOT’s Project Development Manual for Local Public Agencies (LPAs).

Upon selection, negotiation, and execution of contract, the LPA anticipates the duration 
of the contract to be approximately 6-12 months.  The LPA anticipates executing the 
contract by spring 2021.

To be considered, the “Expression of Interest” proposal must respond to all require-
ments of this Legal Advertisement.  The recommended proposal length should not 
exceed twenty-fi ve (25) pages, exclusive of appendices. The resumes (which should 
not exceed 2 pages per individual in length), SF-330 Part II, proof of State Licensure 
and certifi cates requirements, and other information not relevant to the requirements 
should be included in the appendices.  The Consultant’s cover letter, table of contents, 
summaries and introductions, team organizational chart, past performances, and any 
other responses to the evaluation criteria should be included in the 25 pages.  Pages 
should be numbered, single-spaced, one-sided, 8.5” by 11” with margins of at least 
one inch on all four sides.  No more than fi ve pages may be 11” by 17”, but they may 
count as two sheets each against the recommended 25 page maximum.  Information 
within the recommended 25 page limit of the proposal should be complete and suf-
fi cient in scope for the selection committee to evaluate the Consultant.  Also, all text 
information in the recommended 25 page limit should be shown in a readable font, size 
12 points or larger. Headers, charts, and other graphics may be provided in a different 
font type and size providing they are legible. Section dividers, tabs, or similar means 
are recommended but are not counted as part of the recommended 25 page limit. 
These recommendations will be considered when evaluating the quality of proposal.

With the exception of the information to be supplied in the appendices, the “Expres-
sion of Interest” proposal should be divided into the following sections as listed below.

Consulting engineering fi rms (CONSULTANT) interested in providing these services 
may so indicate by furnishing the LPA {four (4) copies and one (1) CD or Flash Drive} 
of an Expression of Interest which should consist of the following unless specifi cally 
stated otherwise:  

1. The Prime CONSULTANT should provide a cover letter specifying the name and 
complete description of the Contract, the name of the Prime CONSULTANT and any 
of its Subconsultant(s), the name of an individual who will be the single point of con-
tact throughout the selection process, the name of the project manager, the location 
and address of the managing offi ce, and the location and address of the offi ce(s) that 
may be assigned the work. Should any Subconsultant(s) be listed as team members, 
identify the roles of each of the team’s members. In addition, the CONSULTANT must 
note if this is a joint venture;

2. The CONSULTANT should provide a resume for each principal member, the project 
manager, project engineer and employee(s) of the fi rm anticipated to be assigned to 
the project.  Also, provide a team organizational chart and list each person’s expe-
rience and qualifi cations, including proof that the Project Engineer is licensed as a 
Mississippi Professional Engineer and that the fi rm has met state licensure and certifi -
cation requirements**. The team organizational chart should include each individual’s 
name, job description (for the project), and company of employment.  In addition, the 
CONSULTANT should provide proof that they have attended and received certifi cation 
through MDOT for the Project Development Manual Training for Local Public Agen-
cies;  

3. The CONSULTANT should provide a description of similar type work completed 
during the past fi ve (5) years which qualifi es the consultant for this work. Provide a 
detailed description of the role of the consultant and defi ne whether the CONSULTANT 
was the prime or a subconsultant. Include in the description the amount of the CON-
SULTANT’s contract for the work they provided for the project, the date the CONSUL-
TANT’s project was initiated.  The fi rm should provide contact information for each of 
the projects.  This will include the name of the client and client’s representative that can 
verify and discuss the project;

4. The CONSULTANT should provide a description of the team’s approach to per-
forming the CE&I services as referenced in this advertisement in an effi cient manner.  
This description should identify the CONSULTANT’s (and subconsultant’s) resources 
and abilities in project operations, project management and describe how they will 
utilize their equipment, personnel, and other technical and procedural resources.  The 
CONSULTANT should estimate the number of crews anticipated to perform the work 
and identify how they intend to break out their resources in an effi cient manner to pro-
vide proper oversight, inspection, and testing services.  In addition, the CONSULTANT 
should identify any unique company resources, procedures, and/or equipment which 
will benefi t the CONSULTANT to effi ciently oversee the PROJECT.  

The CONSULTANT may request a copy of the draft version of the construction plans.  
CONSULTANTs interested in accessing these draft plans shall e-mail the LPA repre-
sentatives below and request permissions to view the set of plans.  The LPA will work 
with the CONSULTANT to provide viewing access.

The LPA hereby specifi cally makes no representation or warranty either expressed or 
implied, as to any matter whatsoever, by making these plans available.  Further, the 
LPA makes no representations that these plans are exhaustive, complete, accurate 
or suffi cient for construction of the PROJECT.  By accessing these plans, CONSUL-
TANTs are thereby consenting to keep these plans provided confi dential.

5. The CONSULTANT should provide Part II of Standard Form (SF) 330, Architect-En-
gineer Qualifi cations. If a fi rm has branch offi ces, complete the form for each specifi c 
branch offi ce seeking work. In addition, this form should be completed for any subcon-
sultants in the same manner.  This form can be obtained at the following web-address: 

https://mdot.ms.gov/documents/Consultant%20Services/Forms/Standard%20
Form%20(SF)%20330,%20Part%20II.pdf

The LPA will evaluate the Expressions of Interest based on the following factors listed 
in their relative order of importance: 

1. Experience of the Firm in performing specifi c services and experience on similar 
LPA projects
2. Qualifi cations and experience of Staff to be assigned to the project based on re-
quested scope of services
3. Size of the fi rm’s professional and technical staff with respect to the services needed
4. Project Approach 
5. Local Presence of the Firm

The LPA reserves the right to select one (1) consultant or select a short list of con-
sultants from whom more information will be required.  The LPA reserves the right to 
reject any and all Proposals, discontinue Contract execution, and/or request additional 
information with any party at any time prior to fi nal Contract execution.

The DBE goal is 0%.

The CONSULTANT should mark any and all pages of the proposal considered to be 
proprietary information which may remain confi dential in accordance with Mississippi 
Code Annotated 25-61-9 and 79-23-1 (1972, as amended). Each page of the proposal 
that the CONSULTANT considers trade secrets or confi dential commercial or fi nancial 
information should be on a different color paper than non-confi dential pages and be 
marked in the upper right hand corner with the word “CONFIDENTIAL.” Failure to 
clearly identify trade secrets or confi dential commercial or fi nancial information will re-
sult in that information being released subject to a public records request.

To be considered, all replies must be received by the Offi ce of the Municipal Clerk, at 
Jackson City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205, on or 
before 3:30 PM p.m. Tuesday, February 23, 2021.  The Expressions of Interest should 
be submitted and marked on the outside as Woodrow Wilson Avenue (Mill Street to 
Martin Luther King, Jr Drive) CE&I Consultant Proposal.

Charles Williams, P.E., Ph.D., Director
Department of Public Works
City of Jackson

This Legal Notice will appear in the Clarion Ledger and Mississippi Link on January 
14 and 21, 2021.

1-14-2021, 1-21-2021

LEGAL

Wait List/Applications

Mississippi Regional Housing Authority VI (MRHA VI) will open its Wait List for 
Hickman Heights Apartment, located at 150 Angle Drive, Jackson, MS. This 
new development, scheduled to open in the Summer 2021, will include 100 
rent subsidized units with a mix of 80 one-bedrooms and 20 two-bedrooms. 
Persons interested in applying for housing assistance must make application 
during the open period, Monday, December 14, 2020 @ 8:00 am and will re-
main open until further notice. All applications must be made online at: https://
mrhavi.apply4housing.com/. Preference will be given to persons ages 55 and 
over. Questions contact (601) 373-7040.

12-17-2020 12-24-2020, 12-31-2020, 1-7-2021, 
1-14-2021, 1-21-2021, 1-28-2021, 2-4-2021

LEGAL

Public Notice

All interested public and private transit and paratransit operators within Hinds, 
County, are hereby advised that the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation is ap-
plying to the Mississippi Department of Transportation, Jackson, Mississippi, 
for a grant under Section 5310 of the Federal Public Transportation Act, as 
amended, to provide transportation services to elderly and disabled persons. 
These services will be beyond those required by the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.  Service is being provided within Hinds, County.  This program 
consists of existing services with no environmental impact, and no relocation 
resulting from the project.

The purpose of this notice is to advise all interested parties, including transit 
and paratransit operators, of the service being planned for providing trans-
portation services for persons with disabilities within the area as described 
above, and to ensure that such a program would not represent a duplication 
of current or of proposed services provided by existing transit or paratransit 
operators in the area.

Comments either for or against this service will be received at any time begin-
ning December 21, 2020 through January 22, 2021 from 8:00am to 5:00pm.  
All comments should be addressed to Mrs. Carmen Davis at the Jackson 
Medical Mall Foundation at 601-982-8467 ext. 129 or via email at cdavis@
jacksonmedicalmall.org.

12-10-2020, 12-17-2020, 1-7-2021, 1-14-2021
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COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. - CDL
DRIVERS needed to run from S.E. to
West Coast. Experienced Singles and
Teams. Check out our new pay package.
Singles, 41 cents per mile for 60 day pro-
bationary period. 46 cents per mile there-
after. Teams, 50 cents per mile for 60 day
probationary period. 55 cents per mile
thereafter. Late model conventional trac-
tors. Home weekly. Benefits package.
Pearl, MS. 601-939-8088.
www.tuckerandson.com

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!).
Request a free quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions. 1-844-316-
8630

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-866-479-1028

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESS OWN-
ERS! Are you protected in case of prop-
erty damage or if you have an interrup-
tion in service due to a property event?
Business Owner Property insurance IS
AFFORDABLE and WILL PROTECT YOU
when the unexpected happens! For free
quote, call 855-933-1267 (M-F 7:30 am-
9:30 pm ET)
AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-397-7045
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
UP TO $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay funer-
al and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 844-
439-8447 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/ms

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 877-368-0628
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DIRECTV - Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call IVS
- Call 1-855-978-3110
DISH NETWORK. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

Week of January 10, 2020

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l
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M i s c e l l a n e o u s

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g I n s u r a n c e

H o m e I m p r o v e m e n t

E m p l o y m e n t

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Whoopi Goldberg

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

*ALERT* 

ELMIRON®

If you or someone you know was prescribed 
ELMIRON® for a chronic BLADDER

condition, interstitial cystitis or painful bladder 
syndrome and after long term usage suffered 

serious eye problems including: 

Maculopathy, vision impairment, retinal 
disease or other serious optic injury requiring 

medical attention; you may have a potential 
claim against the drug manufacturer. 

Contact:  
JOHN HUNTER STEVENS 

Attorney at Law, Jackson, MS 
1-800-556-6770 
(601) 366-1900 

Jstevens91@aol.com

No fees unless we collect for you. 
More information available upon request.  Call us for 

a free consultation. 
We also handle personal injury and workers’ 

compensation claims. 

Licensed in Mississippi & Louisiana 
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disease or other serious optic injury requiring 
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claim against the drug manufacturer. 

Contact:  
JOHN HUNTER STEVENS 

Attorney at Law, Jackson, MS 
1-800-556-6770 
(601) 366-1900 

Jstevens91@aol.com

No fees unless we collect for you. 
More information available upon request.  Call us for 

a free consultation. 
We also handle personal injury and workers’ 

compensation claims. 

Licensed in Mississippi & Louisiana 

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6
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DAYMARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

I H
AVE A D

REAM

JPS Celebrates the 
birthday and life of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

"Intelligence plus character — that is the goal of true education." 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

18
JAN
2021



Always look for the helpers.
No doubt, you’ve heard those 

words before: whenever you’re 
in trouble – lost, scared, un-
sure, in danger – look around. 
Somewhere nearby, there’s 
someone who’ll help. As in the 
new book “Nine Days” by Ste-
phen Kendrick and Paul Ken-
drick, though, it might not be 
quick.

The Reverend Martin Luther 
King Jr. had been in jail before.

It was fast then, in and out 
the same day but still not pleas-

ant and as a black man in 1960, 
the prospect of an entire night 
there was loathsome. So when 
a group of students in Atlanta 
asked King to help integrate 
restaurants in one of the city’s 
largest department stores, he 
understood the sacrifi ce and he 
prayed on it fi rst.

In the end, he stood with the 
students and his worst fears 
came true.

Their jail sentence was 
short and while they were kept 
mostly together, King was not 
among the last of the students 
released three days later. His 

sentence: four months’ hard la-
bor due to a driver’s license is-
sue he thought had been taken 
care of, the spring prior.

He was moved to another 
jail, and then another, each far-
ther away from his family and 
further endangering his life.

Some time before, King had 
reached out to the two 1960 
presidential candidates, asking 
them to put civil rights at the 
forefront of their agendas. He 
thought he knew who would 
be most likely to help: King 
had met Richard Nixon, and he 
genuinely liked Nixon. He had 

struggled to arrange time with 
John Kennedy, however.

That summer, the Kennedy 
camp itself struggled. JFK’s 
campaign staff understood, 
with the help of Louis Martin, 
a respected black newspaper-
man, that the candidate who 
attracted “Negro” voters would 
win the White House and Nix-
on was besting them. Then sud-
denly, there was King, sitting 
in jail days before the election.

At the urging of his staff, 
Kennedy picked up the phone 
and made a call...

Two of them, as a matter of 

fact – JFK made two phone 
calls that may’ve changed the 
outcome of the 1960 election 
and perhaps the course of his-
tory. In a story that spreads 
forward and back and sets a 
few facts straight, “Nine Days” 
tells about those calls, King’s 
jail-time, and how they are for-
ever linked.

But wait: did Nixon and Ken-
nedy both seem to drag their 
feet on King’s release? Authors 
Stephen Kendrick and Paul 
Kendrick answer that question 
in a peek at 1960s politics and 
society that’s fascinating but 

also frustrating to read, con-
tent-wise. Kendrick and Ken-
drick don’t let that feeling lin-
ger, though: inside the tale of 
King and Kennedy is the story 
of a man whose wisdom, savvy 
and his reputation with black 
newspapers altered the election 
in a way that, as it’s told, feels 
like the cheer-worthy last ten 
minutes of a truly great movie.

Though its focus is small, 
“Nine Days” is a gigantic tale 
that you won’t want to stop 
reading once you’ve started. 
Really, this is the kind of book 
you can’t help but love.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

BOOK REVIEW:

NINE DAYS: NINE DAYS: 
THE RACE TO SAVE MARTIN LUTHER KING THE RACE TO SAVE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR.’S LIFE AND WIN THE 1960 ELECTIONJR.’S LIFE AND WIN THE 1960 ELECTION
BY STEPHEN KENDRICK AND PAUL KENDRICK
C.2021, FARRAR, STRAUS AND GIROUX
$28.00 / $38.00 CANADA  •  353 PAGES
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WRTM-FM 100.5 FM, 
JACKSON’S SOUL, RHYTHM 
AND BLUES AND SOUTHERN 
SOUL STATION PLAYING MORE 
VARIETY, LESS TALK AND THE 
MUSIC ADULTS WANT TO HEAR! 

On this day when we honor Martin Luther King 
Jr., we remember his unwavering commitment 
to community.  

By rallying others towards a just cause, he showed 
anything can be achieved when we come together 
towards a goal.

Celebrate with us at aarp.org/blackcommunity

�� ��������
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As Martin Luther King, Jr. day ap-
proaches, many Americans are looking 
to recoup a sense of unity.

As the country seemingly grows fur-
ther separated, the words of Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. grow more relevant: “We 
must learn to live together as brothers 
or perish together as fools.”

Echoing this sentiment are WNYC 
93.9 FM Radio and the Apollo Theater, 
who have come together to bring their 
15th annual MLK Celebration: “MLK 
and the Fierce Urgency of Now!”

The event airs nationally Monday, 
January 18 on The Takeaway. The 
Takeaway airs 3-4 p.m. ET on radio 
stations around the country. The event 
will also be hosted via simulcast on 
WNYC and Apollo Theater Facebook 
Live pages.

The event will be hosted by WNYC 
Public Affairs host Brian Lehrer and 
Senior Editor of WNYC’s Race and 
Justice Unit, Jami Floyd, who will be 
joined by the host of The Takeaway, 
Tanzina Vega. 

“We founded this event to provide a 
place to celebrate his life, but also dis-
cuss the serious work still at hand. Fif-
teen years later – as a new administra-
tion, whose victory owes much to black 
voters, prepares to take control in the 
wake of a far-right insurrection on the 

Capitol – ‘the fierce urgency of now’ 
has taken on even more profound reso-
nance,” says Brenda Williams-Butts, 
senior vice president, Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion at New York Public Radio.

“MLK Jr. and the Fierce Urgency 
of Now!” will be bolstered by a ros-
ter of civil rights leaders, elected offi-
cials, activists, journalists, and artists. 
Guests  include: Congressman James 
E. Clyburn; Reverend Dr. William Bar-
ber II; Dr. Bernard Lafayette Jr; Pulit-
zer Prize-winning reporter Nikole Han-
nah-Jones; and Blaxican artist Leslé 
Honoré.

The presentation will cover the 
pressing issues concerning the current 
and upcoming presidency, strategies 
to remove barriers to health equity for 
black Americans, and ways to further 
fight against systemic racism.

Jonelle Procope, Apollo Theater 
president and CEO says, “I’m thrilled 
that we are continuing our partnership 
with WNYC to bring people togeth-
er to hear from some of today’s most 
poignant leaders, activists, journalists, 
and scholars reflecting on Dr. King’s 
legacy and the urgent need to continue 
to fight for safety, dignity and justice.”

The Takeaway is available on plat-
forms that host podcasts, such as Spo-
tify and Apple Music. The presentation 
will also be shown on WNYC and the 
Apollo Theater’s Facebook Live.

WNYC Radio 
and the Apollo 
Theatre to host 

M.L.K. celebration
 By Aaron Terrett
Mississippi Link Intern
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“If you can’t fl y then run…
If you can’t run then walk…

If you can’t walk then crawl…
But whatever you do you have to

KEEP
MOVING

FORWARD.”
-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Teaching Children To Dream

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE
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