
The cry of Black Lives 
Matter has gone out world-
wide since the police killing 
of George Floyd.

It has resonated as Bre-
onna Taylor’s case remains 
untouched and unsolved, and 
since the deaths of Michael 
Brown, Eric Gardner, Tray-
von Martin, Atatiana Jeffer-
son, Botham Jean, Sandra 
Bland, Ahmaud Arbery and 
others.

However, in North Pon-
totoc, Mississippi, the cry 
hasn’t been loud enough.

Notably, in the case of 
9-year-old A’Miya Braxton, a 
black girl who had just exited 
her school bus on the after-
noon of Oct. 4, 2016.

A’Miya stood in her drive-
way when Karen Michelle 
Carpenter, a white woman, 
ignored the bus’s stop sign, 
swerved onto the sidewalk, 
and struck and killed A’Miya.

Two grand juries had failed 
to indict Carpenter, saying 
there was no evidence that 
the driver was texting or us-
ing her cell phone when the 
incident occurred.

Reportedly, a toxicology 
report found no substance 
use, and authorities said they 
couldn’t determine how fast 
Carpenter may have been 
driving.

“This was a diffi cult case,” 

North Pontotoc District Attor-
ney John Weddle told report-
ers. “I know they [ the Grand 
Jury] struggled with it, based 
on the questions they asked. 
When you hear about it, the 
fi rst thought is (the motorist) 
needs to pay. I completely un-
derstand that. That’s human 
nature. But when you start 
looking at the law and how it 
applies, it becomes a diffi cult 
issue.”

A’Miya’s family said the 
only complicated issue for 
prosecutors and the grand jury 
is that Carpenter is white, and 
A’Miya life as a black person 
doesn’t matter.

The family said Carpen-
ter violated “Natha’s Law,” 
which requires motorists to 
stop at least 10 feet from a 
school bus when loading or 
offl oading children.

They have blamed Weddle 
for the decisions not to indict 
Carpenter, noting that the dis-
trict attorney introduced in-
tent to both grand juries. “We 
believe Weddle introduced 
this element of ‘intent’ and 
we have called on the state 
attorney general to investi-
gate,” the family said in a 
statement.

They have asked the Mis-
sissippi Attorney General to 
look into whether Weddle or 
someone in his offi ce deliber-

The world is reeling from the 
loss of iconic actor Chadwick 
Boseman, who died Friday, Au-
gust 28, after losing a private 
battle to colon cancer. Boseman 
died at home surrounded by his 
family.

A statement released by his 
family said Boseman was di-
agnosed with stage three colon 
cancer in 2016 and the disease 
progressed to stage 4. Boseman 
endured countless surgeries 
and treatments as he continued 
to make fi lms from Marshall 
(directed by Reginald Hudlin), 
Da 5 Bloods (directed by Spike 
Lee) and August Wilson’s Ma 
Rainey’s Black Bottom (direct-
ed by George C. Wolfe and pro-
duced by Denzel Washington).

Washington and Boseman 
were fi rst introduced when 
Washington paid for Boseman 
and several other Howard Uni-
versity students to continue their 
theater studies by taking a the-

ater course in Oxford.
The Howard University-ed-

ucated thespian was the star of 
Marvel’s Black Panther fran-
chise, bringing to life one of 
the most important and revered 
superheroes in American fi lm 
history.

Directed by Ryan Coogler, 
Black Panther was the fi rst su-
perhero movie to be nominated 
for a best picture Oscar and one 
of the highest-grossing fi lms of 
all time, bringing in over $1bil-
lion.

Black Panther became more 
than a movie, morphing into a 
celebration of black culture, art, 
history, achievement and intel-
lect in addition to highlighting 
the black cultural presence and 
infl uence in comic book culture.

Boseman was no stranger to 
playing iconic characters, burst-
ing onto the big screen in 2013’s 
42 as baseball legend Jackie 
Robinson, who broke the color 
barrier in major league baseball. 
Boseman went on to star as Soul 
legend James Brown in 2014’s 

Get On Up and Thurgood Mar-
shall in Marshall in 2017. Bose-
man brought a quiet dignity and 
powerful presence to these char-
acters, with performances re-
fl ective of the weight they hold 
in world culture.

Prior to breaking into fi lm, 
Boseman lived in New York, 
teaching at the Schomburg Cen-
ter for Research in Black Cul-
ture while cutting his teeth on 
small roles on shows like Law & 
Order, Third Watch, ER and Lie 
to Me, eventually landing recur-
ring roles on Lincoln Heights 
and Persons Unknown.

It was Boseman’s turn as 
Jackie Robinson that cemented 
his fi lm star status and his per-
formance as T’Challa in Mar-
vel’s Black Panther, that cata-
pulted him to superstardom. 
Black Panther grew beyond the 
big screen and became a cul-
tural phenomenon. Boseman, 
who hails from Anderson, South 
Carolina, gave moviegoers a 
king who was stoic, powerful 
and captivating as he led war-

riors with love, intellect and 
strategy as they fought to main-
tain control of their powerful, 
technologically superior nation, 
ripe for poaching by outsiders.

Much like the Gullah culture 
of his home state, Boseman was 
able to effortlessly blend Af-
rican and American culture to 
help create a fantastical world 
on screen that was inspirational 
and recognizable.

Boseman led an all-star cast 
including Angela Bassett, Mi-
chael B. Jordan, Danai Gurira, 
Daniel Kaluuya, Letitia Wright, 
Sterling Brown, Winston Duke 
and Academy award-winning 
actors Lupita Nyong’o and For-
rest Whitaker, holding his own 
and fortifying his status as a 
Hollywood superstar.

Boseman, who also appeared 
as T’Challa/Black Panther in 
Avengers Infi nity War and 
Avengers: End Game, starred 
in and produced the fi lms 21 
Bridges, Marshall and Message 

August 28 marked the 65th 
anniversary of the kidnapping, 
beating and murder of 14 year 
old Emmett Louis Till. The 
family of Emmett Till held 
events August 27 through Au-
gust 30 to remember the life 
and legacy of Emmett. 

In 1955, Emmett Louis Till 
came to Mississippi from Chi-
cago to visit his family and nev-
er returned home. Emmett was 
kidnapped, tortured, lynched 
and murdered in Money, Mis-
sissippi for whistling at Caro-
lyn Bryant, a white woman, 
at Bryant’s Grocery. Carolyn 
Bryant’s husband, Roy Bry-

ant and his half brother J.W. 
Milam, confessed to Emmett’s 
murder to Look Magazine for 
$4,000 after being acquitted 
by an all white jury in Sumner, 
MS. 

During the trail, Carolyn Bry-
ant testifi ed that Till grabbed 
her and verbally threatened her. 
Five decades later, Bryant con-
fessed, “That’s part not true,” 
according to author Timothy 
Tyson. In his book, The Blood 
of Emmett Till, Tyson writes 
that she told him, “Nothing that 
boy did could ever justify what 
happened to him.”

Deborah Watts, co-founder 
of the Emmett Till Legacy 
Foundation and cousin of Em-

mett, said the 65th anniversary 
weekend is to make sure that 
the public remembers the sig-
nifi cance of Till’s life. “There 
is still a thick line that con-
nects from Emmett Till to 
those deaths that are happen-
ing today,” said Watts. “We are 
concerned about the lack of re-
spect for our humanity, the lack 
of respect for our dignity and 
our lives. We truly believe that 
black lives matter.”

Edelia “Dr. Jay” Carthan, a 
cousin of Till, pointed out that 
August 28 is also the 57th anni-
versary of the March on Wash-
ington for Jobs and Freedom 
which Till’s death inspired.

“Tensions in the south were 

high after the historic Supreme 
Court ruling in Brown v. the 
Board of Education ending 
segregation in public schools. 
Emmett’s death galvanized the 
Civil Rights Movement and 
changed the course of history 
forever. When Jet magazine 
printed that photo of Emmett’s 
disfi gured face, people from all 
around the world were shocked 
and got involved in the Civil 
Rights Movement,” said Car-
than. “People, white and black 
came from all around the world 
to fi ght in the Civil Rights 
Movement.”

The weekend of events 
kicked off Thursday. College 
students hosted a virtual Gen-

eration Z panel discussion 
titled Hear My Voice with the 
following panelist: Activists 
Maisie Brown, Marquise Hunt, 
Brianna Reaves and Grace 
Stanley. A candidate forum 
was also held virtually and was 
hosted by Mississippi Free-
man Democratic Party Presi-
dent Cardell Wright and Public 
Policy Analyst Shalonda Spen-
ce, which included candidates 
from around the nation.

On Friday, the anniversary 
of Till’s murder, the family re-
quested everyone to wear black 
and white to represent unity. 
Councilman Kenneth Stokes 
held a luncheon for family and 
friends of Till at Picadilly’s in 

the Medial Mall. The family 
also held a prayer vigil for Till 
at City Hall and hosted a vir-
tual panel discussion focused 
on will there ever be justice for 
Emmett Till. Some of the pan-
elists included fi lmmaker Keith 
Beauchamp, who produced the 
documentary The Untold Story 
of Emmett Louis Till, civil 
rights veteran Flonzie Brown 
Wright, civil rights attorney 
Jaribu Hill, former FBI agent 
Dale Killinger and exonerated 
Central Park Five survivor, 
Yusef Salaam. 

A March for Peace and Jus-
tice for Emmett Till was held 
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A’Miya Braxton stood in her driveway when Karen Michelle Carpenter, a 
white woman, ignored the bus’s stop sign, swerved onto the sidewalk, 
and struck and killed A’Miya.
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A virtual presentation of 
the 17th Annual Scholarship 
Awards & Gospel Music Cele-
bration will take place Sunday, 
September 6, at 6 p.m.

“The purpose of this music 
celebration each year is to rec-
ognize individuals who have 
made signifi cant musical con-
tributions to Madison County 
and abroad,” says Cynthia 
Goodloe Palmer, founder and 
president of the Canton Gospel 
Music Association. “It is fi t-
ting that Canton, with its rich 
heritage, deep spiritual roots 
and strong church affi liations, 
hosts an event to honor one of 

music’s fi nest genres.”
This celebration is spon-

sored by the Canton Gospel 
Music Association (CGMA). 
CGMA consists of choir di-
rectors, choir or group presi-
dents, musicians, songwriters, 
recording artists, song lead-
ers, soloists, radio announcers, 
ministers of music and pastors 
of Madison County.

The highlight of the celebra-
tion is the awarding of 12 mu-
sic scholarships to up and com-
ing musicians to pay for music 
lessons and assist high school 
seniors.

To date, the CGMA has 
awarded 148 scholarships 

totaling $29,200 to students 
since 2005 varying in amounts 
of $100 to $1000 each.

Special musical guests will 
feature Madison County’s 
own recording artists Ashford 
Sanders, (Sunday Best Final-
ist), Gloria “GG” Warren, 
CHOSEN and Ed Hightower. 
Cynthia Allen will serve as 
mistress of ceremony.

Additionally, 13 awards 
will be presented to Madison 
County’s talent for 2020.

Please join us via Facebook 
Live or Youtube (Canton Gos-
pel Music Association) or on 
our website (www.Canton-
GospelMusic.com)

Edgar Anthony Walton, af-
fectionately known as “Coach 
Walton,” was born Septem-
ber 10, 1944, in Chicago, Il-
linois to the late George and 
Beatrice Walton. He departed 
this life Saturday, August 29, 
2020, at Piedmont Newnan 
Hospital in Newnan, Georgia.

Edgar grew up in Jack-
son, Mississippi. He attended 
Christ The King Elementary 
School and Jim Hill Junior-
Senior High School. At Jim 
Hill, Edgar was a basketball 
stand-out. After graduating 
from Jim Hill, he completed 
two years at Coahoma Junior 
College in Clarksdale, Missis-
sippi and then enrolled in Ala-
bama State University where he 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
Health and Physical Education.

Edgar began his teaching 
career in Huntsville, Alabama.  
Later, he moved to Newnan, 
Georgia and taught for one 
year. Afterwards, he relocated 
to Abbeville, Alabama to con-
tinue his teaching career. While 
in Abbeville, he met and mar-
ried the love of his life, Jenett 
Kelley.

Edgar and Jenett decided to 
return to Newnan in 1969 and 
Edgar continued his teaching 
career with the Coweta County 
School System.

He loved all sports but his 

heart was devoted to basketball. 
He enjoyed working with all 
age groups and tried to instill in 
them the importance of getting 
an education and having a posi-
tive attitude in life. In February, 
2019, Edgar was inducted into 
the Coweta County Sports Hall 
of Fame. He was employed by 
the Coweta County School Sys-
tem as a teacher and coach for 
eleven years.

He then began another career 
with Delta Air Lines where he 
was employed for twenty-two 
years. After retirement from 
Delta, he continued to enjoy 
an active lifestyle by attending 
Sonrise Fitness and Wellness 
Center where he established 
many new friendships. He also 
attended the Parkinson Support 

Group at Newnan First United 
Methodist Church and enjoyed 
the fellowship and support of 
the other attendees.

Edgar was admired by many 
and cultivated numerous rela-
tionships that will be remem-
bered by those who knew and 
loved him. 

Edgar and his family joined 
Ebenezer Baptist Church and 
later united with Summer Hill 
Baptist Church under the pas-
torate of Reverend Johnny T. 
Coleman. He served as a trustee 
and remained a faithful member 
until his death.

Edgar leaves to cherish his 
memory: a devoted wife of 52 
years, Jenett Kelley Walton; 
three sons: Eric Anthony Wal-
ton, Christopher Orlando Wal-
ton and Kelley Bernard Walton, 
all of Newnan. One brother, 
George (Jessica) Walton of San 
Antonio, Texas; two sisters-in-
law, Helen Kelley and Grace 
Kelley of Dothan, Alabama; a 
host of cousins, nieces, neph-
ews and friends including mem-
bers of his beloved church fam-
ily of Summer Hill Church and 
members of the Newnan Chap-
ter of Alabama State Alumni 
Association.

A viewing will be held Satur-
day, September 5, at Rosco Jen-
kins Funeral Home in Newman, 
GA from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Canton Gospel Music Association presents 
awards to Madison County students Remembering

Edgar Anthony Walton
September 10, 1944 - August 29 2020

Walton

Special to The Mississippi Link 



from the King, which he served as executive producer. 
At the time of his death, Boseman was in pre-produc-
tion as producer on Yasuke, a fi lm about the world’s 
fi rst black Samurai in which Boseman was slated to 
star.

In addition to acting and producing, Boseman was 
also an activist and philanthropist supporting social 
justice initiatives like Michelle Obama’s #WhenWeAll-
Vote and celebrating fellow Bison Kamala Harris’ his-
tory making selection as the Democratic vice-presiden-
tial nominee for the 2020 U.S. Presidential election, 
which was his last Twitter post before his death.

In 2018, the wonderkind performer delivered a pow-
erful commencement speech at Howard University 
encouraging students to rise above traumatic experi-

ences and applauding their campus activism. Bose-
man, who was mentored by fellow Howard University 
alum Phylicia Rashad and helped fi nancially by Denzel 
Washington as a student, donated $100,000 to #Ch-
ange4Change, which supports HBCUs in November 
2019.

The private public fi gure spent time visiting children 
suffering from cancer at St. Jude’s Research Center. 
In April 2020, the actor donated $4.2 million worth of 
PPE equipment to hospitals serving black communities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The youngest of four, Boseman is survived by his 
parents Leroy and Carolyn Boseman, siblings Kevin, 
Dionne and Derrick and wife Taylor Simone Ledward. 
Boseman was 43.
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ately introduced the element of in-
tent despite the apparent absence of 
it in state law.

They also seek to ascertain wheth-
er Weddle should have recused 
himself because of possible ties to 
Carpenter and whether he was der-
elict in his duties by not providing 
the grand juries with clear guidance 
about “Nathan’s Law,” and about 
state law covering negligent and ve-
hicular homicide.

A petition on change.org has 
gathered more than 716,000 signa-
tures asking a special prosecutor to 
take a look.

“Neither of them [Waddle or As-
sistant District Attorney Sadie Gard-
ner] took the case seriously, and it 
showed because shortly after that, 
my family was informed that Karen 
Carpenter would not be charged,” 
A’Miya’s sister, Nabreshia Jackson, 
wrote in the petition.

“My family started doing press 

conferences, and still nothing hap-
pened. Now it’s almost four years 
later, and we still have no justice 
for A’Miya. By signing this petition, 
you will help the family get one step 
closer to getting justice for her.”

Earlier this year, A’Miya’s par-
ents, Charles and Andrea Braxton, 
unveiled a sign along the north-
ern part of Pontotoc County on 
Old Highway 9, designated as the 
“A’Miya Braxton Memorial High-
way.”

“You know we are talking about 
justice…like I told them from day 
one, that part I’m not even worried 
about because it’s going to happen,” 
A’Miya’s father, Charles Braxton 
said.

“From day one to right now, it’s a 
mixture of people out here. I don’t 
see white. I don’t see black. I see 
people, and the same people I see 
are going to be the same people 
that’s going to get this justice.”

A’Miya
Continued from page 1

Boseman
Continued from page 1

Till
Continued from page 1

New Stage Theatre launches new 
virtual series with a reading of John 

Maxwell’s new play ‘We Need to Talk’
New Stage Theatre announces the 

launch of new programming Thurs-
day Nights Virtual Plays, Conversa-
tions and Cocktails with New Stage 
Theatre. The virtual series contin-
ues New Stage’s mission to develop 
original, and Mississippi themed 
work, and enables the theatre to 
keep employing artists.

Every Thursday New Stage will 
release a Virtual Play Reading or a 
New Stage Dialogue. The plays will 
be original new works presented as 
part of the Eudora Welty New Plays 
Series, or Mississippi themed plays 
for the Mississippi Play Series. The 
New Stage Dialogue will include 
conversations with New Stage art-
ists and community partners on a 
variety of topics in relation to New 
Stage productions.

These will all be ONLINE events. 
To register for these FREE (dona-
tions welcome) events, simply click 
on our website and purchase a ticket 
for the event. A direct link to that 
online experience will be emailed to 
you on the day of the event. Simply 
click the link in the email to watch 
the online event.

“We miss you. We miss making 
theatre. The Thursday Nights with 
New Stage offers the opportunity to 
develop and introduce new works,” 
said Artistic Director Francine 
Thomas Reynolds. “I am excited to 
begin engaging with our audience 
again. The staff at New Stage never 
stopped working during this Cov-
id-19 crisis. Everyone has been very 
busy making improvements and re-
pairs to our buildings, producing 
a virtual day camp with youth and 
planning for the future. I am feeling 
especially gratifi ed about working 
with, and hearing from, actors and 
playwrights again. John Maxwell’s 
We Need to Talk is the perfect se-
lection to launch our new series.”

We Need to Talk will be pre-
sented in the Mississippi New Play 
Series as part of the Eudora Welty 
New Play Series.

We Need to Talk, written by John 
Maxwell and directed by Francine 
Thomas Reynolds, is a new play 
based on the lives of Abraham and 
Sarah and their search for a son. In 
this modern retelling of an ancient 
story about love and faith, the actors 
become storytellers in the deepest 

tradition of storytelling, reveal-
ing truth through imagination. The 
play’s humor, and timeless setting, 
creatively illuminates the relation-
ship between husband and wife and 
their relationship with the mystery 
Abraham comes to understand out 
in the fi elds. Based loosely on the 
Abraham/Sarah story in the Bible’s 
Book of Genesis, chapter 11, verse 
31 through Genesis, chapter 22, 
verse 19, We Need to Talk is an en-
tertaining and powerful dramatiza-
tion about the breath of life.

The cast includes New Stage 
veterans Jo Ann Robinson (Pearl), 
Bill Campbell (Pearl), Kimberly 
Myles (Ridgeland), Yohance Myles 
(Ridgeland), Annie Cleveland (Chi-
cago) and David Lind (Chicago).

New Stage Theatre will present a 
virtual performance of John Max-
well’s We Need to Talk Thursday, 
September 3, at 7 p.m. This is a free 
event, but donations are appreci-
ated.

For more information or to re-
serve tickets, please visit our web-
site at www.newstagetheatre.com or 
call the box offi ce at 601 948-3533.

Saturday. About 50 participants 
marched around the state Capitol 
and then headed to the delta for the 
Emmett Till Trail of Tears and Ter-
ror Tour. The weekend of events 
ended Sunday with virtual worship 
services. 

“It is important that we recog-
nize and remember the bravery of 
Mamie Carthan Till Mobley who 
changed history by letting the world 
see what they did to her baby in 
Money, MS after the sheriff sent or-
ders not to open Emmett’s casket,” 
Beauchamp said.

“When people saw Emmett’s un-
recognizable picture, people from 
around the world got involved in 
the Civil Rights Movement.” One 
hundred days later, the Montgom-
ery Bus Boycott started. Rosa Parks 
said she thought about Emmett Till 
when she refused to give up her seat 
to a white man.

The family is still seeking justice 
for Till. “What does justice look 

like for black and brown people?” 
Marquise Hunt, a social activist and 
an Emmett Till Ambassador, asked. 
Six-fi ve years late and the family 
has yet to receive justice.”

The Justice Department an-
nounced the closing of the Till case 
on the 65th anniversary of his death. 
This racially-motivated hate crime 
that ultimately helped launch the 
modern day civil rights movement. 

The last known accomplice is still 
alive. 

The family is asking for support-
ers to contact Lefl ore County Dis-
trict Attorney Dewayne Richardson 
at dewayne@msdeltada.com; 662 
378-2105 and Mississippi Attorney 
General Lynn Fitch at 601 359-
3680 to demand #JusticeForEm-
mettTill and sign the petition here: 
https://tinyurl.com/y3v5dauk #Re-
memberingEmmettTill #August28 
#NeverForget #65yearslater #Jus-
ticeforEmmett

See photos page 15.
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WASHINGTON, DC – As 
America fi nds itself immersed in 
a new movement to end racial and 
economic injustice, the Children’s 
Defense Fund (CDF) recently an-
nounced the appointment of Rev. 
Dr. Starsky Wilson to be the next 
president and CEO of the nation’s 
leading child advocacy organiza-
tion.

Wilson is a national thought 
leader in racial justice, commu-
nity organizing and movement 
building. He is a champion for 
children’s rights and has a long-
standing relationship with the 
Children’s Defense Fund, having 
led the effort to bring the CDF 

Freedom Schools literacy and 
empowerment program to serve 
children and families in the St. 
Louis area and serving as a leader 
of the annual CDF Proctor Insti-
tute for Child Advocacy Ministry. 
In the wake of the 2014 shooting 
of teenager Michael Brown, Dr. 
Wilson co-chaired the Ferguson 
Commission, which released the 
‘Forward Through Ferguson: A 
Path Toward Racial Equity’ re-
port calling for sweeping changes 
in policing, the criminal justice 
system, child well-being and eco-
nomic mobility.

“I’m honored to extend the 
legacy of Marian Wright Edelman 
and serve young people through 

the Children’s Defense Fund at 
this critical time,” said Wilson. 
“As we wrestle with the politics 
of the pandemic, protests, and a 
presidential election, it’s a little 
too easy to forget about crafting 
policy for children who don’t get 
to vote, don’t have lobbyists and 
can’t make campaign contribu-
tions.”

This is the fi rst change in lead-
ership for the Children’s Defense 
Fund following 47 years of ser-
vice from founder and civil rights 
leader Marian Wright Edelman. 
As the new head of the Children’s 
Defense Fund, Wilson has vowed 
to continue Wright Edelman’s 
legacy and use his own experi-

ences to help guarantee the rights 
of all children through servant 
leadership.

“Our mission to Leave No 
Child Behind® and ensure that 
every child has a Healthy Start, 
a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe 
Start and a Moral Start in life and 
successful passage into adulthood 
has never been more important 
than it is today during these per-
ilous times for children and for 
our nation. Rev. Dr. Starsky Wil-
son is the right leader at the right 
time for the Children’s Defense 
Fund,” said founder and President 
Emerita Marian Wright Edelman. 
“I’ve gotten to know him over 
the years and I have only grown 
more impressed. We’ve worked 
closely together on CDF Freedom 
Schools and he has a longstanding 
relationship with the CDF Proctor 
Institute. Dr. Wilson shares our 
sense of servant leadership and 
is committed to training the next 
generation of servant leaders. This 
is the right step forward for CDF 
at exactly the right moment.”

“We are extremely excited to 
welcome Rev. Dr. Starsky Wilson 
to the Children’s Defense Fund as 
its next president and CEO” stated 
Oleta Garrett Fitzgerald, director 
of the Children’s Defense Fund’s 
Southern Regional Offi ce. She 
said, “For nearly 50 years, under 
the incomparable leadership of 
Marian Wright Edelman, who be-
gan her civil rights work in Mis-
sissippi, the Children’s Defense 
Fund has remained a strong voice 
and advocate for all children, es-
pecially children in the insidious 
cradle to prison pipeline. Dr. Wil-
son has been a part of this CDF 
journey and comes exception-
ally prepared with tremendous 
understanding of the challenges 
children and families face now 
– ready to move us forward. He 
will work very closely with Mrs. 
Edelman in her new offi ce of the 
President Emerita.”

In 1973, Wright Edelman 
founded the Children’s Defense 
Fund to serve as a strong and in-
dependent voice for all children 
facing challenges in America by 
advocating for solutions to im-
prove their lives. From its incep-
tion, the Children’s Defense Fund 
has challenged the United States 
to make children a national prior-
ity.

“Marian Wright Edelman is a 
legend – and one of my heroes. 
Under her leadership, the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund has touched 
many lives – including mine. 
Working alongside Marian de-
cades ago changed the way I saw 
the world, and I am proud to add 
my voice to the chorus thanking 
her for her contributions on behalf 
of America’s youngest citizens,” 
said Hillary Rodham Clinton. “I 
am excited to cheer on her suc-
cessor, Rev. Dr. Starsky Wilson, 
as he leads this vital organization 
through a moment of reckoning 
with racial and economic injus-
tice, and puts his experience and 

dedication to work by fi ghting on 
behalf of America’s children.”

Since its founding, the orga-
nization has led efforts to enact 
meaningful policy changes, work-
ing with numerous organizations 
and policymakers on both sides 
of the aisle. Those policy changes 
have helped millions of children 
fulfi ll their potential and escape 
poverty by ensuring that they re-
ceive the health care, child care, 
familial support, proper nutrition, 
and quality education that all chil-
dren need to thrive. Through its 
national headquarters in Wash-
ington, D.C. and six state offi ces, 
CDF continues to fi ght at every 
level and on behalf of every child 
in America to give them the op-
portunity to fulfi ll their potential.

“As the Children’s Defense 
Fund enters this new chapter, the 
CDF Board is confi dent that Rev. 
Dr. Starsky Wilson is the right 
leader for this moment and for 
the future. Just as Marian Wright 
Edelman created the nation’s pre-
mier child advocacy organization 
on the foundation of the Civil 
Rights movement, Dr. Wilson’s 
leadership carries CDF on to 
the foundation being laid by the 
Black Lives Matter movement,” 
said Board Chair Angela Glover 
Blackwell. “I look forward to 
working with Dr. Wilson and con-
tinuing this critical work under 
such an inspiring leader.”

In recent years, CDF has pur-
sued a bold policy agenda to end 
child poverty in America, fought 
aggressively to meet the needs of 
children and families in the child 
welfare system, spoken out for 
children killed by the national gun 
violence epidemic and worked to 
protect health care coverage for 
millions of children. CDF focuses 
especially on the needs of poor 
children, children of color and 
those with disabilities.

“According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau estimates, 2020 is the fi rst 
year in American history where 
the majority of children in this 
country are children of color,” 
said Wilson. “Child well-being 
and racial justice are intimately 
and forever intertwined. This 
makes the civil rights legacy and 
child advocacy vision the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund has woven 
together for nearly fi fty years 
even more vital.”

Wilson is currently the presi-
dent and CEO of the Deaconess 
Foundation, a faith-based grant-
making organization supporting 
a movement for child well-being 
in St. Louis through philanthro-
py, advocacy and organizing for 
racial equity and public policy. 
Deaconess, which Wilson has led 
since 2011, has invested nearly 
$90 million toward improving the 
lives of children. In response to 
the dual pandemics of COVID-19 
and systemic racism, Deacon-
ess launched collaborative funds 
investing in black-led recovery 
efforts and racial healing totaling 
more than $4 million earlier this 
year. Wilson also serves as board 
chair for the National Commit-
tee for Responsive Philanthropy 
(NCRP), and vice-chair of the Fo-
rum for Theological Exploration 
(FTE).

From 2008 through 2018, Wil-
son also pastored Saint John’s 
Church (The Beloved Commu-
nity), an inter-racial, inner-city 
congregation related to the United 
Church of Christ. There he led ac-
tivism on a myriad of issues while 
more than quadrupling worship 
attendance and annual giving. 
He also established The Beloved 
Community Conference resourc-
ing social justice ministries and 
Sojourner’s Truth: Celebration 
of Preaching Women. After the 
police killing of Michael Brown, 
Jr., with Wilson’s leadership, the 
church hosted the #BlackLives-
Matter Freedom Ride to Ferguson 
and served as the welcome center 
for the #FergusonOctober.

Wilson will begin his tenure as 
president and CEO of the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund in December 
2020.

Supporters of the Children’s 
Defense Fund, civil rights activ-
ists, thought leaders and celebri-
ties from across the country of-
fered refl ections on the historic 
announcement:

“As a child I attended Head 
Start in Texas. No way I could 
have known then that the program 
where I began my love of learning 
was part of Marian Wright Edel-
man’s vision to improve the lives 
of America’s poorest children. For 
nearly 50 years, under her leader-
ship, the Children’s Defense Fund 
has demanded that the nation keep 
its promises to our children, all 
of them. I am thrilled to see that 
commitment and tradition pass 
to Rev. Dr. Starsky Wilson,” said 
Darren Walker, president of the 
Ford Foundation. leader that the 
nation needs now.”

“It is with great excitement that 
I share my enthusiasm that Rev. 
Dr. Starsky Wilson has been se-
lected after an exhaustive national 
search, to become the new presi-
dent of the Children’s Defense 
Fund,” said Geoffrey Canada, 
founder of the Harlem Children’s 
Zone. “As the former chair of the 
Board of Trustees of CDF, I knew 
how impossibly hard it would be 
to replace Marian Wright Edel-
man, the foremost children’s ad-
vocate in America. Her leadership 
as a fi ghter to save poor children 
is world renown. If I was worried 
that we wouldn’t be able to fi nd 
someone to fi ll her impossibly 
large shoes, that worry ended with 
the selection of Dr. Wilson. If you 
are looking for a leader who can 
tackle the seemingly insurmount-
able challenges our children face 
during this historic set of crises, 
that seem to get worse every 
week, Dr. Wilson is that person.”

Special to The Mississippi Link

Nation’s top child advocacy organization, The Children’s 
Defense Fund, announces historic leadership change
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A senior at Alcorn State University was one 
of six students from across the country to be 
selected for a research internship at one of the 
world’s most prestigious schools. 

Toni-Ann Nelson, a Portland, Jamaica native 
majoring in molecular biology, was selected 
as a Gould Fellow for the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology (MIT) virtual Summer 
Research Program in Biology (MSRP-Bio) this 
summer. 

MIT is one of the nation’s top engineering 
schools and is one of the most selective schools 
in the world. The school’s mission is to advance 
knowledge and educate students in science, 
technology, and other scholarship areas that 
will best serve the nation and the world in the 
21st century. 

The Bernard S. and Sophie G. Gould Fund 
was established in 2016 to support MRSP-Bio 
participants. MRSP-Bio was established in 
2003 to provide an intensive research experi-
ence for undergraduate students from insti-
tutions with limited research opportunities. 
The program’s goal is to increase the number 
of underrepresented minority students, fi rst-
generation college students, and students from 
economically disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Nelson studied under Dr. Tyler Jacks, direc-
tor of the David H. Koch Institute for Integra-
tive Cancer Research at MIT. She refl ected on 
her excitement about starting the program and 
learning from a seasoned cancer researcher. 

“I was elated to get hands-on cancer re-
search experience at one of the world’s most 
prestigious universities,” said Nelson. “I was 
shocked when I received my acceptance letter 
a week after I submitted my application. I could 
not wait to learn from Dr. Jacks.” 

COVID-19 forced the program to move to a 
virtual format, but the change didn’t stop Nel-
son from having an enriching experience. She 
applauds MIT for delivering quality lessons de-
spite the circumstances. 

“The program was well designed to give 
students the best summer experience, even in 

a pandemic. I didn’t know what to expect when 
the program became virtual due to COVID-19, 
but I learned so much more than I ever antici-
pated.” 

An aspiring cancer researcher, Nelson ful-
fi lled her dream by working on a project that 
focused on lung cancer. She spoke on how the 
project was important for her development as a 
researcher. 

“Working on this project taught me how to 
use computational research programs and how 
to do dimensional reduction of data. My MIT 
experience was enlightening because it showed 
that certain scientifi c tools are key to under-
standing the disease. I can see myself using 
these tools on projects in the future. Also, the 
project showed me the importance of compu-
tational tools for data analysis. I am grateful to 
the program for this opportunity.” 

Nelson is no stranger to research. While 
at Alcorn, Nelson has spent three years as 
a research assistant in Dr. Yan Meng’s lab at 
Alcorn’s Biotechnology Center. During her 
tenure, she researched improving sweet po-
tato viral disease resistance by using genetic 
modifi cation processes. She also developed an 
effi cient plant regeneration protocol for sweet 
potato and presented her fi ndings during the 
University’s annual Center for Research Ex-
cellence Symposium, where she won the Best 
Undergraduate Oral Presenter Award. 

Thanks to the knowledge she’s gained from 
her mentors, Nelson was prepared to thrive at 
MIT. She appreciates her professors for prepar-
ing her for the opportunity. 

“I would not have gained any research expe-
rience in molecular biology had it not been for 
the Biotechnology Center. My mentors taught 
me several molecular techniques and showed 
me how to use various research machinery. I 
am truly grateful to my mentors for allowing 
me to get hands-on research experience and ap-
ply the knowledge I’ve learned in my biology 
lab courses.” 

Biology piqued Nelson’s interest when she 
was a teenager. Learning about the human 
body’s cellular makeup made her want to know 
more about the subject. 

“Biology has been my favorite course since 
high school. It was fascinating to me that hu-
mans started as a single cell and developed into 
a multicellular organism. I was excited to learn 
more about genes, DNA replications and vari-
ous cellular processes.” 

However, tragedy struck Nelson and her 
family when her grandfather died from lung 
cancer. Her grandfather’s death inspired her to 
delve deeper into cancer research to possibly 
lead the charge on fi nding a cure in the future. 

“I lost my grandfather to lung cancer in 2014. 
My passion for research started when I was in 
high school, but my grandfather’s death led me 
to cancer research. I was broken when he died, 
but my curiosity about this disease led me to 
seek a better understanding of cancer. I wanted 
to know the cause of this disease and learn to 
develop a cure.” 

Since then, Nelson has used the passing of 
her loved one as motivation to help others bat-
tling the disease.

“Although it is too late to help my grand-
father, I want to help patients battling cancer. 
His death increased my passion for biology. It 
inspired me to major in molecular biology to 
understand the body on a molecular level. I be-
lieve that understanding cells and their normal 
activities will provide me a foundation to learn 
more about cancer and other diseases. My goal 
is to do intensive studies on cancer and develop 
effective methods to detect, treat, and cure this 
disease.”

EDUCATION
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The Jackson/Hinds Library System is partnering with 
Grow with Google to help our community learn digital 
skills with a virtual workshop at Grow with Google’s web-
site Thursday, September 24, at 11 a.m. At the workshop, 
Connect with Customers and Manage Your Business Re-
motely, individuals will learn the following:

Discover Google tools that can help business owners 
work and manage their business during this time of uncer-
tainty. Plus, get insights 
on more online and time-
ly resources for small 
businesses.

About Jackson/Hinds 
Library System

We provide public li-
brary service to urban 
metropolitan Jackson and 
Hinds County Mississip-
pi, the state capital. Our 
goal is to provide quality 
service through our 14 
locations.

Mission Statement: Connecting communities to a world 
of information.

Event details:
Connect with Customers and Manage Your Business Re-

motely
Discover Google tools that can help business owners 

work and manage their business during this time of uncer-
tainty. Plus, get insights on more online and timely resourc-
es for small businesses.

Thursday, September 24, 2020
11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
For more information, visit bit.ly/gwg92420.
About Grow with Google
Grow with Google helps ensure that the opportunities 

created by technology are available to everyone. Since 
launching in 2017, we’ve trained more than three million 
Americans on digital skills. And through a network of 
more than 5,000 partner organizations – including local 
libraries, schools, and nonprofi ts – more people across the 
country can reach their full potential.

To learn more about Grow with Google partners and the 
available tools and resources, visit google.com/grow.

The Jackson/Hinds 
Library System 
is hosting a free 

workshop on digital 
skills using resources 

from Grow with Google
Special to The Mississippi Link

Nelson

Mississippi Link Newswire
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The 2020 General Election is sched-
uled for Nov. 3, 2020. In the midst of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, The Mississippi 
Link is providing central election infor-
mation so that Mississippians will be 
fully prepared to vote in the very impor-
tant upcoming election. Senator Sollie 
Norwood (D), Dist. 28 assisted The Mis-
sissippi Link in compiling the following 
information.

How to Register to Vote
Registration Qualifi cations:
Citizens must possess the following 

qualifi cations to register to vote in Mis-
sissippi:

• A resident of Mississippi and the 
county, city, or town for 30 days prior to 
the election

• At least 18 years old (or will be 18 by 
the date or the next General Election)

• Not declared mentally incompetent 
by a court

• Not convicted of a disenfranchising 
crime as defi ned by Section 241 of the 
Mississippi Constitution or by Attor-
ney General Opinion, unless pardoned, 
rights of citizenship restored by the Gov-
ernor or suffrage rights restored by the 
Legislature.

Registering by Mail
1. Complete a Mail-in Voter Registra-

tion Application. Provide the informa-
tion requested, including your driver’s 
license number and/or the last four digits 
of your Social Security number. If you 
do not provide your driver’s license or 
the last four digits of your Social Secu-
rity number, you must send with your 
application:

• A copy of a current and valid photo 
ID or

• A copy of a current utility bill, bank 
statement, government check, paycheck, 
or other government document that 
shows your name and address.

2. Send your Mail-in Voter Registra-
tion Application to the Circuit Clerk’s 
Offi ce located in the county of your resi-
dence.

3. Applications must be postmarked 30 
days before the date of the election. If 
the 30th day falls on a Sunday or legal 
holiday, then both the postmark and in-
person deadline is extended to the next 
regular business day.

4. Mail-in Registration Applications 
are available at your Circuit Clerk’s Of-
fi ce, Municipal Clerk’s Offi ce, public 
library, and other participating govern-
ment offi ces. Also, Mail-In Registration 
Applications may be downloaded from 
our website at www.yallvote.sos.ms.gov.

Registering in Person
1. One of the best places to register to 

vote in person is at the Circuit Clerk’s 
offi ce. You may also be able to register 
at any of the following locations:

• Municipal Clerk’s Offi ce
• Department of Public Safety
• Any state or federal agency offering 

government services, such as the De-
partment of Human Services.

2. You must register to vote 30 days 
before the date of the election.  

How to Verify that You Are Regis-
tered

Verify if you are an active registered 
voter online at www.yallvote.sos.ms.gov

How to Update Your Address
To update your name and address reg-

istration information online, you must 
already be a registered voter of the State 
of Mississippi and have a current and 
valid Mississippi driver’s license or pho-
to identifi cation card issued by the Mis-
sissippi Department of Public Safety.

Update your voter registration in-
formation in fi ve easy steps

1. Enter your information exactly as it 
appears on your current voter registra-
tion card.

2. Choose your name out of the four 
possibilities listed.

3. Enter your information exactly as it 
appears on your driver’s license or other 
DPS identifi cation card.

4. Change your address or name.
5. Visit the polling place locator pri-

or to or on Election Day to determine 
where you should go to cast your ballot. 
You may check  online at www.yallvote.
sos.ms.gov

Where to Vote
 After registering to vote, your Voter 

Registration Card will be sent to your 
residence/mailing address provided on 
your application. Your Voter Registra-
tion Card will provide the name, loca-
tion, and number of the precinct in which 
you will vote.

You may contact your Circuit Clerk’s 
Offi ce for more information. Polls are 
open each Election Day from 7 a.m. un-
til 7 p.m.

Absentee Voting
Absentee Ballots will be available be-

ginning September 21, 2020. Circuit 
Clerk’s Offi ces are open during normal 
business hours (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) Mon-
day through Friday and will be open on 
Saturday, October 24 from 8 a.m. – noon 
and on Saturday, October 31 from 8 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. 

Who is Eligible to Vote
Absentee?
In-Person Absentee Voters
1. Any qualifi ed elector who is away 

from his or her county of residence on 
election day for any reason.

2. Any person who has a temporary or 
permanent physical disability and who, 
because of such disability, is unable to 
vote in person. without substantial hard-
ship to himself, herself or others. “Tem-
porary physical disability” includes any 
qualifi ed elector who is under a physician 
imposed quarantine due to COVID-19 
during the year 2020 or is caring for a 
dependent who is under a physician-im-
posed quarantine due to COVID-19.

3. The parent, spouse or dependent of 
a person with a temporary or permanent 
physical disability who is hospitalized 
outside of his or her county of residence 
or more than fi fty (50) miles distant from 
his or her residence, if the parent, spouse 
or dependent will be with such person on 
election day.

4. Any person who is sixty-fi ve (65) 
years of age or older.

5. Any qualifi ed elector who will be 
unable to vote in person because he or 
she is required to be at work on election 
day during the times at which the polls 
will be open.

Mail In Absentee Voters
The following categories of people are 

entitled to vote absentee by mail-in bal-
lot:

1. Any person who is temporarily re-
siding outside of their county of resi-
dence, and the ballot must be mailed to 
an address outside the county.

2. Any person who has a temporary or 
permanent physical disability and who, 
because of such disability, is unable to 
vote in person without substantial hard-
ship to himself, herself or others. “Tem-
porary physical disability” shall include 
any qualifi ed elector who is under a phy-
sician imposed quarantine due to COV-
ID-19 during the year 2020 or is caring 
for a dependent who is under a physician-
imposed quarantine due to COVID-19.

3. The parent, spouse or dependent of 
a person with a temporary or perma-
nent physical disability who is hospi-
talized outside of his or her county of 
residence or more than fi fty (50) miles 
distant from his or her residence, if they 
are with such person on election day.  
“Temporary physical disability” shall 
include any qualifi ed elector who is un-
der a physician-imposed quarantine due 
to COVID-19 during the year 2020 or 

is caring for a dependent who is under 
a physician-imposed quarantine due to 
COVID-19.

4. Any person who is sixty-fi ve (65) 
years of age or older.

How Do You Vote Absentee?
In-Person Absentee Voting
1. Visit your County Circuit Clerk’s 

Offi ce to absentee vote.
2. Your County Circuit Clerk (or Dep-

uty Circuit Clerk) will confi rm if you are 
a registered voter in the county.

3. If entitled to absentee vote, the Clerk 
will hand you an Offi cial Application 
for Absentee Elector’s Ballot. The ap-
plication will ask you to check which 
absentee excuse you are applying for. 
The bottom section of the application is 
designated for the witness. The Clerk or 
Deputy Clerk will be the witness. Make 
sure each part of the application is prop-
erly completed.

4. Once you submit your Offi cial Ap-
plication for Absentee Elector’s Ballot to 
your Clerk, you will be provided your of-
fi cial absentee ballot and ballot envelope.

5. Complete your absentee ballot in 
secret, and place it in an absentee bal-
lot envelope provided by the Clerk. You 
will sign the back of the absentee ballot 
envelope across the fl ap of the envelope, 
and the Clerk or Deputy Clerk will also 
sign across the fl ap of the envelope as the 
witness.

6. Deposit your absentee ballot enve-
lope containing your voted ballot into a 
sealed box.

Mail-In Absentee Voting
1. Contact your Circuit Clerk’s Offi ce 

to see if you are entitled to vote by ab-
sentee mail-in.

2. If you qualify to vote by absentee 
mail-in, you should request that an Of-
fi cial Application for Absentee Elector’s 
Ballot be mailed to you.

3. The Circuit Clerk will mail you the 
Offi cial Application. 

4. Once you receive your application, 
fi ll it out and mail it back to your Cir-
cuit Clerk’s Offi ce.  The bottom section 
of the application is designated for the 
witness. All absentee ballot applications 
have to be signed by an offi cial that is 
authorized to administer oath, such as a 
notary public, unless the voter is tempo-
rary or permanently physically disabled. 
Temporary or permanently physically 
disabled voters may have the application 
witnessed by a person who is at least 18 
years of age.

5. Upon receipt of your application, 
your Circuit Clerk will mail you your 
offi cial absentee ballot within one (1) 
business day, or a soon as the ballots are 
ready with instructions.

6. Mail-in absentee ballots must be 
postmarked on or before Election Day, 
and received on or within fi ve (5) busi-
ness days of the election, November 
10th, for it to count.

Voting with Photo ID
All Mississippi voters casting a ballot 

in person at the polls or casting an ab-
sentee ballot in the Circuit or Municipal 
clerk’s Offi ce must present one of the 
following forms of acceptable photo ID:

• A driver’s license
• A photo ID card issued by a branch, 

department, or entity of the State of Mis-
sissippi

• A United States passport
• A government employee ID card
• A fi rearms license
• A student photo ID issued by an ac-

credited Mississippi university, college, 
or community/junior college

• A United States military ID
• A tribal photo ID
• Any other photo ID issued by any 

branch, department, agency or entity 
of the United States government or any 
State government

• A Mississippi Voter Identifi cation 

Card
• A high school student ID containing 

a picture of the student, if it is provided 
by a public school, would fall under this 
category and should be accepted if pre-
sented.

If you do not present an acceptable 
form of photo ID or are unable to do so 
because of a religious objection, you are 
entitled to cast an affi davit ballot.

A voter casting an affi davit ballot 
because he/she did not present an ac-
ceptable form of photo ID based upon 
a religious objection may not have his/
her ballot rejected for this reason if he/
she completes an Affi davit of Religious 
Objection in the Circuit or Municipal 
Clerk’s Offi ce within fi ve business days 
after Election Day.

A voter casting an affi davit ballot be-
cause he/she did not present an accept-
able form of photo ID may not have his/
her ballot rejected for this reason if he/
she presents an acceptable form of photo 
ID in the Circuit or Municipal Clerk’s 
Offi ce within fi ve business days after 
Election Day.

Call 1 (844) MSVoter (1 (844) 678-
6837) for Voter ID information or as-
sistance in obtaining a Mississippi Voter 
Identifi cation Card. 

Exemptions To The MS Voter Id Re-
quirements

There are three exemptions to the voter 
ID requirement:

1. Any Mississippi registered voter 
who states he/she does not have an ac-
ceptable photo identifi cation because 
of a religious objection to being photo-
graphed shall be entitled to vote by af-
fi davit ballot without being required to 
show a photo ID. The ballot will not be 
rejected for this reason if the voter signs 
a separate affi davit before the Circuit 
Clerk within fi ve days of the election.

2. Eligible Mississippi voters will not 
need a photo ID if voting by absentee 
ballot by mail instead of voting in person 
at the polls or at a Circuit Clerk’s offi ce. 
This exemption also applies to eligible 
voters who are Uniformed Military and 
Overseas Voters (UOCAVA) who cast an 
absentee ballot by FAX or email.

3. Any registered voter who resides 
at a state-licensed care facility and who 
votes in person at a polling place located 
in that state-licensed care facility.

Disenfranchising Crimes
Sometimes eligible voters are under 

the impression they cannot vote due to 
a misdemeanor or an infraction of the 
law, both of which are less serious than 
a felony.

Based upon the most recent Attorney 
General’s Opinion dated July 9, 2009, 
directed to The Honorable Wallace Heg-
gie, the following comprise disenfran-
chising crimes:

4. Arson
5. Armed Robbery
6. Bigamy
7. Bribery
8. Embezzlement
9. Extortion
10. Felony Bad Check
11. Felony Shoplifting
12. Forgery
13. Larceny
14. Murder
15. Obtaining Money or Goods under 

False Pretenses
16. Perjury
17. Rape
18. Receiving Stolen Property
19. Robbery
20. Theft
21. Timber Larceny
22. Unlawful Taking of Motor Vehicle
23. Statutory Rape
24. Carjacking
25. Larceny Under Lease or Rental 

Agreement.

Election Information



“He not only has the moral au-
thority that is needed today, he 
has the leadership skills that are 
needed now more than ever. Our 
children need someone who is 
willing to fi ght powerful institu-
tions, inspire when others have 
given up and present a clear vi-
sion when others try to confuse 
and obfuscate. CDF has found 
that leader in Rev. Dr. Starsky 
Wilson and I am thrilled that he 
was chosen to take the helm of 
CDF,” Canada continued.

“Marian Wright Edelman is a 
Five Star General in her fi ght as 
an advocate for the civil rights 
and protection of our children, 
especially those who have been 
marginalized. Filling her shoes 
is no easy task, but choos-
ing Rev. Dr. Starsky Wilson is 
in perfect step with the goals 
which she has established,” said 
LaTanya and Samuel L. Jack-
son, longtime CDF supporters. 
“We look forward to continuing 
our relationship with CDF un-
der Dr. Wilson’s comprehensive 
guidance.”

“Rev. Dr. Starsky Wilson is 
the leader that the Children’s 
Defense Fund deserves at this 
pivotal time in our nation,” said 
Jurnee Smollett, actress and 
CDF board member. “I have no 
doubt that he will ensure that 
the most vulnerable amongst us, 
poor black and brown children, 
have a steadfast and just leader 
who will bring the critical issues 
they face to the forefront. He 
will stand up for children and 
amplify their voices as he takes 
the helm of this critical organi-
zation.”

“Rev. Starsky Wilson and I 
have stood together in protest, 
policy and many places in be-
tween, and through it all, I have 
seen him put people fi rst,” said 
Brittany Packnett Cunningham, 
activist, founder & principal, 
Love & Power Works. “Wheth-
er during our time working to-
gether on educational equity, in 
the Ferguson uprising, or on the 
Ferguson commission, his val-
ues have never wavered.”

“There is no better person to 
take over the helm of this his-
toric organization than Rev. 
Dr. Wilson. His experience as 
a community leader will be es-
sential in continuing the tire-
less work of CDF and taking its 
work to new heights in its next 
chapter,” said Cristina Jiménez, 
co-founder of United We Dream 
and United We Dream Action. 
“Their work will be more im-
portant than ever as we face a 
global pandemic, disproportion-
ately impacting black and brown 
communities, systematic rac-

ism, attacks on immigrants, and 
divestment in social programs 
necessary for children and their 
families to thrive.”

“Starsky Wilson has been 
a real leader in St. Louis. He 
clearly has a heart for children 
and a dedication to service that 
have had a signifi cant impact in 
the community. I have benefi t-
ted from his friendship and ad-
vice. He will be an asset to the 
Children’s Defense Fund and I 
look forward to working with 
him in his new role,” said U.S. 
Senator Roy Blunt of Missouri.

“Rev. Dr. Starsky Wilson is 
an extraordinary bridge-builder 
who has spent his ministry being 
a ‘repairer of the breach.’ He has 
organically created meaningful 
relationships with young Black 
Lives Matter activists and civil 
rights icons. This is not hap-
penstance, but a skill nurtured 
by a deep commitment to com-
munity building and his belief in 
the power of developing organi-
zational effi ciency with coura-
geous compassion,” said Rev. 
Dr. Otis Moss, III, senior pas-
tor of Trinity United Church of 
Christ in Chicago. “This is the 
moment in history where lead-
ers of Rev. Wilson’s caliber are 
needed to build bridges, speak 
prophetically, love fi ercely, and 
organize carefully to create a 
new world for our children yet 
to be born. Forgive me for us-
ing scripture to express my 
emotions, but the only phrase 
that is appropriate comes from 
the epistle penned by Paul to 
the church at Corinth; “Eyes 
have not seen, ears have not yet 
heard…” what tomorrow holds 
for the CDF.”

“Since the moment I read 
The Measure of Our Success 
on my way to college, Mar-
ian Wright Edelman has been 
a guiding light in my life. Her 
words are powerful but her ac-
tions are even more so,” said 
Reese Witherspoon, actress and 
former CDF board member. “I 
feel extremely honored to have 
been part of her tireless work on 
behalf of our nation’s children at 
the Children’s Defense Fund.”
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CDF
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HEALTH

Most of us have heard of the 
passing of 43-year-old Chadwick 
Boseman, August 28. He died 
after a 4-year battle with stage 
4-colon cancer. That means he 
was diagnosed at age 39. His pol-
yps had been growing for 5 to 10 
years. His disease started in his 
mid 30’s. They don’t recommend 
getting a colonoscopy until age 
45. When should we get check 
for colon cancer? Colorectal 
cancer is the third most common 
cancer diagnosed in both men 
and women in the United States. 
The American Cancer Society’s 
estimates there are 104,610 new 
cases of colon cancer and 43,340 
new cases of rectal cancer every 
year. The American Cancer Soci-
ety expects about 53,200 deaths 
during 2020. There are now 
more than 1.5 million survivors 
of colorectal cancer in the United 
States. The overall death rate has 
dropped. The death rate from 
colorectal cancer among younger 
than age 55 has increased 1% per 
year from 2008 and 2017. Chad-
wick Boseman fell into that cat-
egory.

Boseman had stage 4-colon 
cancer. Why did an educated man 
with means not fi nd his cancer 
until such a late stage. Colorectal 
cancer might not cause symp-
toms right away. Most colorectal 
cancer begins with small masses 
of precancerous polyps. A polyp 
can take 10 to 15 years to develop 
into cancer. The earliest stage of 
colorectal cancer is called stage 
0. It then ranges from stages 1 
through 4. The lower the number, 
the less the cancer has spread. A 
higher number, means the cancer 
has spread more. 

According to the American 
Cancer Society the following 
are the symptoms for colorectal 
cancer:

• A change in bowel habits, 
such as diarrhea, constipation or 
narrowing of the stool, that lasts 
for more than a few days

• A feeling that you need to 
have a bowel movement that’s 
not relieved by having one

• Rectal bleeding with bright 
red blood

• Blood in the stool, which 
might make the stool look dark 
brown or black

• Cramping or abdominal (bel-
ly) pain

• Weakness and fatigue
• Unintended weight loss.
Having a strong family history 

of colorectal polyps or cancer in-
creases your risk for colon can-
cer. This means you should have 
a serious talk with your doctor 
about your risk. You should get 
genetic counseling to review 
your family medical tree to see 
how likely it is that you have a 
family cancer syndrome. If you 
have diabetes you are at greater 
risk in developing colorectal can-
cer.

There are a number of lifestyle 
changes you can make to reduce 
your risk of colorectal cancer. 
They include getting screened, 
good nutrition, exercise, sleep, 
not smoking, not drinking al-
cohol and reducing your stress 
level. 

Get Screened
Get screened starting at age 

40. If you are at high risk talk 
to your doctor about getting 
screened even earlier. You can 
also get an annual fecal occult 
blood test (FOBT). This test can 
detect hidden blood in the stool, 
which can signal cancer. When 
ever a polyp is discovered you 
should get a colonoscopy every 
three years. Before scheduling 
a colonoscopy ask your doctor 
for their adenoma detection rate 
(ADR). Choose a doctor with an 
ADR of at least 20%. Remember 
that means that doctor will only 
fi nd polyps in one in fi ve people. 

Nutrition 
The average diet should consist 

of 15% fat, 20% protein and 65% 
complex carbohydrates. Saturat-
ed fats should make up less than 
10% of your total fat intake. The 

body needs carbohydrates, fats, 
protein, vitamins, minerals, fi ber 
and water to be healthy. Without 
proper nutrition and exercise, op-
timal health cannot be attained. 
Carbohydrates, fats and protein 
supply energy (calories) neces-
sary for work and normal body 
functions. Vitamins, minerals, 
fi ber and water do not have ca-
loric value but are still necessary 
for normal body functions. Make 
sure you consume between 12 to 
15 calories per pound of body 
weight daily.

Exercise
You need at least 30 minutes 

of exercise everyday. A complete 
workout should include exer-
cises for each body part. This 
will include the chest, shoulders, 
triceps, back, biceps, forearm, 
thighs, calves and your abdomi-
nals (midsection). Start with 2 
or 3 different exercises for each 
body part. Gradually work up to 
8-12 repetitions for each exer-
cise. Do each exercise 1-3 times 
to start. If you can do more than 
12 repetitions for a set the weight 
is too light. If you can’t do at 
least 8 repetitions for a set the 
weight is too heavy. Don’t forget 
the cardio conditioning. I strong-
ly recommend that you have a 
professional show you what to 
include in your routine and that 
you get an OK from your physi-
cian before you start. If you have 
chronic conditions such as, con-
gestive heart failure, hyperten-
sion, arrhythmias, angina or dia-
betes they must be stable before 
starting an exercise program.

Stress
Stress can increase the risk 

for coronary heart disease, hy-
pertension, eating disorders, ul-
cers, diabetes, asthma, migraine 
headaches, sleep disorders, de-
pression, chronic fatigue and 
colorectal cancer. Stress accu-
mulated from our daily life can 
also aggravate many illnesses. 
There are books and pamphlets, 
which explain how to practice 
techniques of dealing with stress. 

These include breathing tech-
niques for relaxation, meditation, 
progressive muscle relaxation 
and autogenic training, which is 
a form of self-suggestion. Other 
ways of dealing with stress in-
clude changing or improving 
personal character traits. These 
can include behavior changes 
such as assertiveness training, 
self esteem enhancement, being 
fl exible, improving organization-
al skills and time management.

Sleep
We all need at least 8 hours or 

more of sleep daily. Sleep helps 
to give your body a better ad-
vantage to fi ght off illness even 
cancer. To fi nd out what you 
need keep a diary of your sleep-
ing habits. Record the time you 
go to bed, the time you wake-up, 
the total hours you sleep, your 
mental and physical state during 
the day; any naps and what you 
ate or drank before bed. After a 
few weeks review your diary. 
You should be able to get a good 
idea of what helps or hinders you 
from getting the sleep you need.

Smoking and Drinking
Smoking and drinking are two 

of the cultural habits that make 
for a very dangerous mix. Ninety 
fi ve percent of people who con-
sume alcohol smoke cigarettes, 
which is three times higher than 
the general population. Colorec-
tal cancer is 41% more common 
among women who consume 
three or more drinks daily than 
among non-drinkers. Colorectal 
cancer is 33% to 51% more com-
mon among women that smoked 
more than 20 years. Smoking and 
drinking contributes to the devel-
opment of a number of cancers 
including colorectal cancer. To 
reduce your risk don’t smoke or 
live in a smoke environment.

Before starting your fi tness 
program, consult your physician.

Join me every Tuesday 
at 11 a.m. on “Zoom” for 
“Men’s Coffee Talk Exercise 
Series”(Meeting ID: 810 2070 
6632, Passcode: 028643)

T I P S  TO  B E  F I T 
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By Vince Faust
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Like so many of 
you, I’m shocked 
and saddened by 
the untimely death 
of actor Chadwick 
Boseman, August 
28, from colon 
cancer. I wrote 

this column back in 2018 when 
Black Panther came out and want-
ed to share it again as we refl ect 
on Boseman’s legacy. Perhaps the 
reason why his depiction of the in-
ternal struggle that he displayed as 
T’Challa was so powerful was be-
cause of his own health struggles.

“Show them who you are!” were 
words shouted by Ramonda (An-
gela Bassett) to T’Challa (Chad-
wick Boseman) early in the block-
buster movie Black Panther. By 
themselves, these words appear to 
be strong words of encouragement 
that any mother would say to her 
child if she saw that he or she were 
in a diffi cult situation. In the case 
of T’Challa, he hears these words 
as he struggles in a physical fi ght 
meant to decide whether he will 
become the next king of Wakanda.    
However, these words could also 
be interpreted as a foreshadow-
ing of one of the overall positive 
affi rming messages of the movie.

There were many other memo-
rable moments in the movie (too 
many to name here) but hearing 
those words to me hinted at one 
of the most important themes of 
the movie: T’Challa’s journey of 
self-discovery. This fi ght that he 
was having with M’Baku wasn’t 
just a fi ght with a seemingly more 
physically capable opponent; it 
seemed like the fi ght could also 
symbolize T’Challa’s internal 
confl ict with his purpose or des-
tiny as king. This makes his moth-
er’s words all the more powerful 
because she reminds him that he 
already knows who he is. Despite 
moments of weakness and doubt, 
T’Challa knows exactly who he 
is. This scene embodies the truth 

of Psalms 139: 13-14 “For you 
created my inmost being; you 
knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, I know 
that full well.” His mother’s shout-
ed words are the reminder of the 
truth of those words for T’Challa.

Later in the movie, T’Challa’s 
sister Shuri also reminds him of 
his strength when she explains 
to him one of the features of his 
Black Panther bodysuit. In this 
important scene, she describes 
how the suit is designed to use 
the energy from the blows it may 
receive to actually make it more 
powerful against future attacks. 

When I heard this description, 
all I could think was how that fu-
turistic technology was an amaz-
ing example of the spiritual prin-
ciple of being made stronger by 
adversity.

Psalm 18:32 tells us that “It is 
God who arms me with strength 
and keeps my way secure.” He-
brews 11:34 also refers to weak-
ness being turned to strength. 
Both of these scriptures are full 
of truths that the Black Panther’s 
bodysuit illustrates: if you are 
able to withstand the punches of 
discouragement, doubt and pow-
erlessness, eventually you can 
choose to be strengthened by even 
the most traumatic life experi-
ences. It could be that the strength 
comes from knowing that you were 
able to survive the experience. In 
either case, future strength comes 
from surviving past negative ex-
periences. I think out of all of the 
lessons that this amazing movie 
offers, this is the best one of all. 
Wakanda Forever!!!

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author of 
“Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book of 
Prayers for Writers.” Email pre-
servedbypurpose@gmail.com or 
follow her on Twitter @shewanda.Michael T. Williams
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At one time, 
David was the 
apple of God’s 
eye, but he fell 
into sin. After 
David repented 
God restored 

him, but he had to reap for the 
wrongs he had done.

The frivolous of the old 
fl esh was seen by David. 
You see, you could examine 
yourself and overlook many 
things. David came to the 
place where he asked God to 
check his heart. He said in 
Psalm 26:2, “Examine me, O 
Lord, and prove me; try my 
reins and my heart.” A true 
Saint of God wants this kind 
of examination.

Friends we are on our way 
to either heaven or hell. I pas-
sionately believe, from the 
depths of my heart, that the 
end of time is coming soon. 
If there was ever a time when 
we need to get down to busi-
ness in our prayer lives and 
open our hearts to God; it is 
now. We need to ask God to 
investigate our hearts. He will 
show us what we need to get 
straightened out before we 
stand at the judgment bar of 
God.

We are going to stand be-
fore God, and either we are 
going to be clear before Him 
or we are going to stand guilty 
before Him. Like David, we 
need to say, “Lord, examine 
me, and put me through some 
tests to prove me. Try my spir-

it and see if there is any wick-
edness in my heart.”

Sometimes, we appear to 
be doing well outwardly and 
wear a big smile, but our spirit 
is not right. Sometimes, we 
manifest a bad spirit. We may 
pretend that all is well and 
put on a big front, and even 
be willing to do anything to 
help others, and yet have a bad 
spirit that will damn our souls. 
This is the reason we should 
ask God to try our spirit, to be 
sure that we have a right spirit.

If there was ever a time 
when we need to have our 
hearts examined, it is in the 
day and age in which we are 
living. In Second Corinthi-
ans 7:1, the Apostle Paul said, 
“to cleanse ourselves from 
all fi lthiness of the fl esh and 

spirit.”
My friends, we need to have 

God test us to make sure our 
spirit is right. Many people 
do good works, but not in the 
right spirit. If we are not in 
church, we are not going to 
make heaven our home.

At the end of time, Christ is 
going to deliver the Kingdom 
of God to the Father. The only 
ones in the Kingdom of God 
are those who have met God’s 
qualifi cations. Is your name 
written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life?

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

Ask God 
to examine 
your heart
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OPINION

America can 
no longer stick its 
head in the sand 
to avoid seeing 
the serious fl aws 
in the culture of 
American polic-

ing.
The plague of gratuitous 

violence against “the other” 
– mainly directed towards Af-
rican Americans – has now 
spread and targets anyone who 
dares to criticize any form of 
law enforcement in this coun-
try.

The countless instances of 
cops murdering African Ameri-
cans caught on video have 
crushed the denials of disparate 
treatment of people of color by 
police along with their accusa-
tions that such claims are exag-
gerated and false. 

There are too many cases of 
lethal animosity directed to-
wards African Americans to 
support the false “few rotten 
apples” defense that these are 
the acts of a small number of 
rogue cops who can easily be 
weeded out or retrained. Clear-
ly the problem is systemic and 
goes to the very root of Ameri-
can policing. Every day, we 
witness more evidence that the 
entire barrel of apples is rotten 
in many cases.

In Kenosha, Wisconsin, a 
young white man, visibly armed 
with a long gun that he had just 
used to murder two people, 

walked unimpeded past a troop 
of police responding to a call 
that there had been a shooting. 
This cultural blindness is aggra-
vated by the fact that the police 
allowed this white killer to pass 
uninterrupted while a crowd of 
black witnesses were pointing 
towards him and shouting that 
he had just killed someone.

In defense of the white privi-
lege the police afforded this 
killer, the chief law enforce-
ment offi cer of Kenosha offered 
the totally illogical reasoning 
that his offi cers were experi-
encing “tunnel vision” as they 
were responding to a report that 
a shooting had just occurred 
and that is why they ignored the 
witnesses yelling and pointing 
out the killer.

The message is clear: white 
people have privilege and black 
people – and those who ally 
with black people – are not to 
be believed.

Some people now are pulling 
their heads out of the sand, and 
while blinking their eyes in the 
harsh light of this reality, pro-
claim that “things have really 
gotten bad.” But things have 
been bad for centuries. The 
Kerner Commission Report, 
written more than a half century 
ago, documented the very in-
justices and intolerable abuses 
visited on people of color that 
plague us today.

The Kerner Report was com-
missioned in 1967 by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson in the wake 
of civil unrest and riots by peo-

ple of color that began in the 
mid-1960s in America’s cities. 
Johnson said he wanted to fi nd 
out what was causing this un-
rest.

White America was blind 
to the causes of pain infl icted 
upon people of color, but after 
a year of research, the Kerner 
Commission reported:

“Bad policing practices, a 
fl awed justice system, unscru-
pulous consumer credit prac-
tices, poor or inadequate hous-
ing, high unemployment, voter 
suppression, and other cultur-
ally embedded forms of racial 
discrimination all converged 
to propel violent upheaval on 
the streets of African-American 
neighborhoods in American cit-
ies, north and south, east and 
west.”

White America took one look 
at this report and stuck its head 
back in the sand. Not wanting 
to offend his political base, the 
white middle class, Johnson 
hoped to lay blame on outside 
agitators such as Communists 
and irresponsible journalists. 
But the report clearly laid the 
blame at the feet of white rac-
ism. White America was of-
fended by the truth and their 
backlash contributed to a loss 
of support for Johnson’s civil 
rights initiatives and led to the 
“law and order” climate that 
propelled Richard Nixon to the 
presidency in 1969 and intro-
duced decades of militarized 
policing.

Not only has America disre-

garded the Kerner Report, but 
a more recent and even more 
startling red fl ag is being ig-
nored. Since 2006, an FBI in-
telligence assessment entitled, 
“White Supremacist Infi ltra-
tion of Law Enforcement,” has 
sat largely ignored by most of 
America’s news media, politi-
cians and citizens.

The Guardian newspaper, 
headquartered in England, re-
cently published an article: 
“The FBI warned for years that 
police are cozy with the far 
right. Is no one listening?”

The article was written by a 
former FBI agent, Mike Ger-
man, whose job it was to infi l-
trate white supremacist groups. 
He cites the FBI’s 2006 assess-
ment and points out the fact 
that the criminal justice system 
“can never achieve its purport-
ed goal of fairness while white 
supremacists continue to hide 
within police departments.”

There are many good cops 
and many good police depart-
ments. But we turn a blind eye 
to the bad cops and the rotten 
departments at our own peril. 
Policing based upon white su-
premacy and carried out by 
cops who hate is a destructive 
force that threatens the very 
fabric of our democracy. We 
must always strive to eliminate 
them and the politicians who 
support them.

Oscar H. Blayton is a former 
Marine Corps combat pilot and 
human rights activist who prac-
tices law in Virginia.

Cops who hate

I say to my-
self, you’re such 
a lucky guy. But 
it was just my 
i m a g i n a t i o n , 
once again run-
nin’ away with 

me. The lyrics of this song by 
The Temptations could have 
served as the backdrop for the 
Republican National Conven-
tion.

There were in my opinion 
two major themes of this gath-
ering of unmasked convention 
goers. First, law and order for 
the Republicans starts with 
them, ends with them and is 
defi ned by them. If you are not 
a member of the GOP, you do 
not have a say in what consti-
tutes crime and punishment.

Mr. T and his crowd talked 
about “mobs” in the streets but 
were unwilling to talk about 
peaceful protestors in the 
streets. Throughout that 4 day 
fairytale experience they were 
not willing to say that Black 
Lives Matter.

Speaker after speaker tried 
to paint this president as car-
ing and considerate. They 
failed miserably. You cannot 
take the spots off a leopard nor 
can you take the meanness out 
of Mr. T. It is impossible.

On last Thursday, 
Democratic Vice-
Presidential candidate, 
Kamala Harris gave 
a scathing account 
about the president’s 
lack of leadership. 
She said, “He does not 
understand the presi-
dency and has shown a 
reckless disregard for 
the American people.”

That reckless disre-
gard has manifested it-
self in multiple ways.

Currently, there are 
nearly 6 million coro-
navirus cases in this 
country. Sadly, over 
181,000 people have 
passed away. These 
numbers did not have 
to be if the president 
had created a national 
response to Covid-19.

Incompetence and 
mismanagement have 
been the characteriza-
tions of his adminis-
tration.

In his Republican 
acceptance speech, he 
touted the economy. 
His remarks do not 
match up to reality. 
Our unemployment is 
now at 10% and mil-
lions of Americans 
have fi led or will be 
fi ling for unemploy-
ment.

He ignored the fact 
that Jacob Blake, an 
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n 
man in Kenosha Wis-
consin was shot in the 
back seven times. This 
shooting took place 
in front of his three 
children. Cold and in-
sensitive are what this 
president is.

Some in the Afri-
can-American com-
munity have been 
fooled by his rhetoric. 
Senator Tim Scott and 
Secretary Ben Carson 
have become avid fol-
lowers of the sitting 
president. I wonder 
if they believe him or 
are they afraid of los-

ing their power and platform?
In last Thursday’s remarks, 

Kamala Harris said, “The 
purpose of the Republican 
National Convention was to 
soothe Donald Trump’s ego.” 
I, along, with countless others 
agree with her assertion.

We have a little more than 60 
days before we cast our ballots 
for president. Our democracy 
will depend upon what we do 
with our vote.

They have a sideshow with 
Mr. T as the ringleader. He has 
created clowns and puppets 
out of a few citizens.

Joe Biden and Kamala Har-
ris want an inclusive America. 
Let us help them get our coun-
try back as it has been in the 
hands of the enemy for way 
too long. The race has grown 
tighter because of their con-
vention so we cannot lighten 
up. There is simply too much 
at stake.

Can we take another four 
years of him? The answer is a 
resounding no.

We must vote under the ban-
ner of truth and honesty. Our 
determination must be stead-
fast, and our resolve must 
push us to the polls. Voting 
gets us to right. By not voting 
keeps us in wrong. We have 
had enough of wrong. Now is 
the time to be about right. Let 
us vote.

Deception and make 
believe made up the 

GOP Convention By Oscar H. Blayton
Human Rights Activist

By James B. Ewers Jr.
President Emeritus
Teen Mentoring Committee of Ohio
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
BY THE

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
FOR

CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH THE

WEST CONCOURSE ROOF REPLACEMENT PROJECT
AT THE

JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 002-20B)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) is seeking electronic bids for 
construction and related services in connection with the West Concourse Roof 
Replacement Project at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
(the “Work”).
JMAA will receive electronic sealed submissions only. All submissions to perform 
the Work will be accepted until Friday, September 25, 2020 at 4:00 pm (CST) (the 
“Bid Deadline”). Electronic submissions are to be submitted via email to Chad 
Parker, Director of Procurement, via email at cparker@jmaa.com. JMAA will also 
receive hand delivered electronic submissions up to the Deadline at JMAA’s ad-
ministrative offi ces, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208.
JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids on Friday, September 25, 2020 at 
4:05 p.m. (CST) (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor 
of the Main Terminal Building at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized 
representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

The following identifi cation information must be provided with the submission: 
(i) Bidder’s company name; (ii) Mississippi Certifi cate of Responsibility Number; 
and (iii) the wording: “West Concourse Roof Replacement Project at JAN, Proj-
ect No. 002-20B.” If the submission is submitted via email, then the identifi cation 
information must be provided in the email subject line. If the submission is sub-
mitted by hand delivery, then the identifi cation information must be marked on the 
outside or exterior of the bid envelope or container.

JMAA will not consider any submissions, to include bid proposals, amendments 
to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received after the Bid Deadline for 
any reason whatsoever. Information to Bidders relating to this Request for Bids 
(“RFB”) is on fi le and open for public inspection at the offi ces of JMAA.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best Bid as determined by JMAA in 
accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. The Informa-
tion for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement for 
Bids, Instructions to Bidders, and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and 
the awarded Bidder. Any Addendums issued clarifying and/or changing plans 
and specifi cations; clarifying and/or changing instructions in the Instruction to 
Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to the Instructions to Bidders, 
including plans and specifi cations, shall become part of the Information for Bid-
ders. Plans and specifi cations related to the Work are considered part of the 
Agreement.

The Information for Bidders, including plans and specifi cations, is on fi le and 
open for public inspection at JAN at the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3516
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention: Chad Parker, Director of Procurement

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference via video conferencing on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15, 2020 at 10:00 am (CST). Here is the information needed to access 
the Pre-Bid Conference:

Link: https://call.lifesizecloud.com/4056382
Dial In Number: (312) 584-2401 | Extension: 4056382

Participation in the Pre-Bid Conference is highly recommended for all those inter-
ested in submitting a bid as a Prime Contractor for the work and persons seeking 
opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Contractor. The benefi ts of attendance 
include networking opportunities between Prime Contractors and Sub-Contrac-
tors, the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published to interested 
parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Bid Conference, and the opportunity 
to receive detailed scope related information from the project owner.

A copy of the plans and specifi cations for the Work are being made available via 
digital and original paper copy. Plan holders may register and order plans and 
specifi cations from the Jackson Blueprint Online Plan Room website (http://plan-
room.jaxblue.com). There is no charge for registration or to view the documents 
online. Documents are non-refundable and must be purchased through the web-
site. All plan holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. 
A printed bid set is $75.00 plus $20.00 shipping and applicable sales tax and an 
electronic downloadable set is $25.00 plus applicable sales tax. Bid Documents 
may be picked up or shipped to the person making the request. Documents will 
not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment is received. For questions 
regarding website registration and online orders please contact Jackson Blue-
print & Supply at (601) 353-5803.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifi cations for the Work by 
Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to waive 
informalities in the bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety 
(90) days before awarding the Contract to perform the Work.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to pro-
vide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Addenda 
by posting on JMAA’s website (https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/pro-
curement/). JMAA will also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all 
persons on record with JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, 
via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 20% for the Work solicited by 
this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

8-27-2020 9/3/2020

LEGAL

ORDINANCE GRANTING JAMIKA DIXON A REZONING FROM C-1 
(RESTRICTED) COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO C-lA (RESTRICTED) 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT WITH A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT ALLOW 
FOR A COMMERCIAL CHILDCARE CENTER FOR THE PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 241 BRIARWOOD DR. (PARCEL #723-22), CASE NO. 4087. 

WHEREAS, Jamika Dixon has fi led a petition to rezone property located at 241 
Briarwood Dr. (Parcel #723-22), in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, from C-1 (Restricted) Commercial District to C-2 (Lim-
ited) Commercial District allow for a commercial childcare center; and 

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required public 
hearing, has recommended the approval of the rezoning of the property at 241 
Briarwood Dr. (Parcel #723-22) from C-1 (Restricted) Commercial District to C-IA 
(Restricted) Commercial District with a Conditional Use Permit to allow for a com-
mercial childcare center; and 

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and interested 
citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at 2:30 p.m., 
Monday, July 20, 2020 to consider said change, based upon the record of the 
case as developed before the City Planning Board; and 

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice of said 
petition had been published in the Mississippi Link on March 5, 2020, March 19, 
2020 and June 4, 2020 that a hearing would be held by the Jackson City Plan-
ning Board on June 17, 2020, all as provided for by ordinances of the City of 
Jackson and the laws of the State of Mississippi, and that the Jackson City Plan-
ning Board had recommended the rezoning of the property located at 241 Bri-
arwood Dr. (Parcel #723-22) from C-1 (Restricted) Commercial District to C-1A 
(Restricted) Commercial District with a Conditional Use Permit; and 

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opinion that 
such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and to the best 
interest of the City and that there has been a substantial change in the land use 
character of the surrounding area that justifi es rezoning the property and there is 
a public need for additional property in that area zoned in accordance with said 
application since any previous City Council action; and 

WHEREAS, the Council, after having considered the matter, is also of the opin-
ion that the proposed use is compatible with the character of development in 
the vicinity relative to density, bulk and intensity of structures, parking and other 
uses, and that a Conditional Use Permit be granted to allow for the operation of 
a commercial child care center within a C-lA (Restricted) Commercial District of 
the City of Jackson. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI: 

SECTION 1. That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial Dis-
trict of Hinds County, Mississippi, more particular described as follows: 

Commence at a point which is 50 feet Southwest corner of Lot 19, of Block B of 
Fernwood Subdivision, according to the map thereof which is of record in the of-
fi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 
4 at Page 76, as the Point of Beginning of the parcel hereby conveyed, to-wit: 

Thence run Eastward 100 feet along the South line of Briarwood Drive to a point; 
thence run South for a distance of 200 feet; thence run West a distance of 100 
feet to a point; thence run North a distance of 200 feet to the point of Beginning. 
Said parcel lying and being in Section 12, Township 6 North Range 1 East, First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi. 

It is hereby modifi ed so as to approve the rezoning of the property located at 
241 Briarwood Dr. (Parcel #723-22) from C-1 (Restricted) Commercial District to 
C-lA (Restricted) Commercial District with a Conditional Use Permit to allow for 
a commercial childcare center. The conditions of the Use Permit are that it shall 
be granted on an annual basis; be granted to Jamika Dixon, the owner/operator 
of the commercial day care center; and that subsequent owners or operators of a 
commercial day care at this location must apply for and receive a new Use Per-
mit. However, that before for any structure is erected or use thereof on the said 
property, the applicant must meet the requirements established through the Site 
Plan Review process. The Zoning Administrator is ordered to note such change 
on the Offi cial Zoning Map to the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by the 
petitioner. 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its pas-
sage and after publication of same by the petitioner. 

President Banks moved adoption; Council Member Priester seconded. 

Yeas — Banks, Foote, Priester and Tillman. 
Nays — None. 
Absent — Lindsay, Stamps and Stokes. 

ATTEST: 
Angela Harris 
Municipal Clerk 

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the 
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its 
Zoning Council Meeting on July 20, 2020 and recorded in Minute Book “6R, Pgs. 
299-300” 

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this the 28th day of August, 
2020. 

SEAL Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 

9/3/2020

LEGAL

ORDINANCE GRANTING RHEMALYN LEWIS A REZONING FROM R-1A 
(SINGLE-FAMILY) RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO C-IA (RESTRICTED) 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT WITH A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT ALLOW 
FOR A COMMERCIAL CHILDCARE CENTER ALLOW FOR A COMMERCIAL 

CHILDCARE CENTER FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4872 NORTH 
STATE ST. (PARCEL #432-7), CASE NO. 4088. 

WHEREAS, Rhemalyn Lewis has fi led a petition to rezone property located at 
4872 North State St. (Parcel #432-7), in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to 
C-2 (Limited) Commercial District allow for a commercial childcare center; and 

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required public 
hearing, has recommended the approval of the rezoning of the property at 4872 
North State St. (Parcel #432-7) from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to 
C-1A (Restricted) Commercial District with a Conditional Use Permit allow for a 
commercial childcare center District allow for a commercial childcare center; and 

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and interested 
citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at 2:30 p.m., 
Monday, July 20, 2020 to consider said change, based upon the record of the 
case as developed before the City Planning Board; and 

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice of said 
petition had been published in the Mississippi Link on March 5, 2020, March 
19, 2020 and June 11, 2020 that a hearing would be held by the Jackson City 
Planning Board on June 24, 2020, all as provided for by ordinances of the City of 
Jackson and the laws of the State of Mississippi, and that the Jackson City Plan-
ning Board had not recommended the rezoning of the property located at 4872 
North State St. (Parcel #432-7) from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to 
C-2 (Limited) Commercial District; and 

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opinion that 
such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and to the best 
interest of the City and that there has been a substantial change in the land use 
character of the surrounding area that justifi es rezoning the property and there is 
a public need for additional property in that area zoned in accordance with said 
application since any previous City Council action; and 

WHEREAS, the Council, after having considered the matter, is also of the opin-
ion that the proposed use is compatible with the character of development in 
the vicinity relative to density, bulk and intensity of structures, parking and other 
uses, and that a Conditional Use Permit be granted to allow for the operation of 
a commercial child care center within a C-lA (Restricted) Commercial District of 
the City of Jackson. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI: 

SECTION 1. That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial Dis-
trict of Hinds County, Mississippi, more particular described as follows: 

Lot 3, Block “C”, Broadmoor Subdivision, Part I, a subdivision according to a 
map or plat thereof on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
the First Judicial District of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 5 
at Page 15 thereof, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and is a part of 
this description. 

Lot Two (2), Block BROADMOOR SUBDIVISION, Part One (1), a subdivision in 
and to the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, according to a map 
or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 5 at page 15 thereof, refer-
ence to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description. 

It is hereby modifi ed so as to approve the rezoning of the property located at 4872 
North State St. (Parcel #432-7) from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to 
C-1A (Restricted) Commercial District with a Conditional Use Permit allow for a 
commercial childcare center. The conditions of the Use Permit are that it shall be 
granted on an annual basis; be granted to Rhemalyn Lewis, the owner/operator 
of the commercial day care center; and that subsequent owners or operators of a 
commercial day care at this location must apply for and receive a new Use Per-
mit. However, that before for any structure is erected or use thereof on the said 
property, the applicant must meet the requirements established through the Site 
Plan Review process. The Zoning Administrator is ordered to note such change 
on the Offi cial Zoning Map to the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by the 
petitioner. 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its pas-
sage and after publication of same by the petitioner. 

President Banks moved adoption; Council Member Priester seconded. 

Yeas — Banks, Foote, Priester and Tillman. 
Nays — None. 
Absent — Lindsay, Stamps and Stokes. 

ATTEST: 

Angela Harris 
Municipal Clerk 

I, Angela Harris, the duly appointed qualifi ed Municipal Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that the 
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at its 
Zoning Council Meeting on July 20, 2020 and recorded in Minute Book “6R, Pgs. 
300-302.” 

WITNESS my signature and offi cial seal of offi ce, this theeljay of August, 2020.

SEAL  Angela Harris, Municipal Clerk 

9/3/2020

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 4103

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Tarlikaben Patel has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for the operation of a 
liquor store in a C-3 (General) Commercial District for the property located at 
2655 I-55. (Parcel: 207-7-2) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mis-
sissippi, and being more particularly described as:

A certain parcel of land situated in the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼) of Section 17, 
Township 5 North, Range 1 East, Hinds County, Mississippi, More particularly 
Described as Follows:

Beginning at the Northwest Corner of the Lot 1, Block C, Terry Road Subdivi-
sion, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof, on fi le and on record in 
the Offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, In 
Plat Book 7, at page 41, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a 
part of this description and from said point of beginning, run north 10 degrees 
55 minutes East on a line representing an extension of the west line of said lot 
1, for a distance of 42 feet to a point turn thence to the right through an angle 

of 88 degrees 21 minutes and run south 80 degree 44 minutes east for a dis-
tance of 430.9 feet to a point in the west right of way line of interstate highway 
no. 55; run thence along said right of way line as follow: South 01 degree 20 
minutes west for a distance of 4.78 feet to a point, South 44 Degree 52 minutes 
west for a distance of 32 feet to a point, South 02 degrees 53 minutes west 
for a distance of 126.6 feet to a point, South 08 degrees 56 minutes west for a 
distance 161.8 feet to a point, south 20 degree 30 Minuets West for a distance 
of 39.05 feet to point, thence leaving said west line and run north 80 degree 
44 minutes west, 108.32 feet: Thence North 09 Degrees 16 minutes east, 40.0 
feet: Thence North 50 Degrees 44 minutes west 145.61 feet to a point, which 
point is 254.984 feet north of the southeast corner of lot 26, Arbor hills subdivi-
sion according to a plat on fi le in the offi ce of the chancery clerk of Jackson, 
Hinds County, Mississippi; run thence north 00 degrees 05 minutes west along 
the east line of lots 4, 3, 2, and 1, Block C, Terry road Subdivision for a distance 
of 235.616 feet to the northeast corner of said lot 1; and run thence north 73 de-
grees 42 minutes west along the north line of said lot 1 for a distance of 145.6 
feet to the pint of beginning and containing 2.4 acers, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 
23, 2020, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard 
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established 
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 

Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning 
property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zon-
ing Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Admin-
istrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate 
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE 
APPLICANTS HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING WITH RE-
GARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING 
REQUIREMENTS OR VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAIN-
SWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 
16, 2020.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of August 2020.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9-3-2020, 9-17-2020
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DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received electronically via MAGIC or physically delivered to 
the offi ce of the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management, 
501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, 09/29/2020 , for:

RE: GS# 214-070 Seal Hall Renovation 
 Pearl River Community College
 RFx #: 3160003866

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional: Albert & Robinson Architects, PLLC 
Address:     Post Offi ce Box 1567
  Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39403
Phone:  601-544-1970
Email:   hrisr@ar-architects.com

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregulari-
ties and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be avail-
able for bidders use at the bid site.

Calvin R. Sibley, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

8-27-2020, 9-3-2020

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION 

ZONING CASE NO. 4099

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that  Teresa J. Bryant has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson, an application requesting a Special Exception to allow for a residential 
child care center within a R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District on property lo-
cated at 531Claiborne Ave. (Parcel: 123-85) in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOT 3 BLK B WESTWOOD PT 2

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 
23, 2020, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard 
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon 
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council 
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY 
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING WITH REGARDS TO THE 
WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS OR 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACK-
SON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 16, 2020.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of August 2020.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9-3-2020, 9-17-2020

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 4100

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice 
is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that William 
Anderson, Jr. have fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Rezoning from R-2 (Single-Family & Two-Family) Residential District to C-3 
(General) Commercial District to allow for an automotive service repair establishment for 
the property located on 6238 Wesley St. (Parcel #707-125-1) described as:

Commencing at the Northeast corner of Section Two (2) Township Six (6) North, Range 
One (1) East, and run thence west One Thousand two hundred and eleven (1211) feet, 
more or less, to a point ; run thence south for a distance of Three hundred and seventy-fi ve 
(375) feet to the point of beginning of the land herein conveyed; from said point of begin-
ning, run south a distance of Seventy-fi ve (75) feet to a point: run thence wet a distance 
of Two hundred (200) feet to the east line of a Thirty (30) foot road; run thence north 
along the east line of said road distance of Seventy-fi ve (75) feet to a point; run thence 
east a distance of Two Hundred (200) feet to the point of beginning, said property being 
the South one-half (S ½ ) of that certain parcel of land described in Book Eight Hundred 
and Seventy (870) at page Three hundred and Ninety (390) in the offi ce of the aforesaid 
Chancery Clerk.

Indexing Instructions:

S 1/2 of land described in Book 870 at Page 390, Hinds Co., 1st District, MS.

EXCEPTED from the warranty hereof are all easements, rights of way, zoning ordinances, 
restrictive and protective covenants.

For a point of beginning, begin at the Northeast corner of that certain land and property 
conveyed by Georg H. Schroeder, et all, to l. m. Beasley, be deed dated March 21, 1940, 
and recorded in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, in Deed Book 336 at Page 195, said point of beginning described as 
being 1211 feet, more or less, West of the northeast corner ofSection2, Township 6 North, 
Range 1 East, and run thence South 450 feet to the point of beginning, using this point as 
a point of beginning, run thence South 150 feet to a point, run thence West 200 feet to the 
east line of a30 feet road, run thence North 150 feet along the East line of said 30 feet road 
to a point, run thence East a distance of 200 feet to the point of beginning.

Subject to any easements and rights of way for public roads and utilities, now existence 
and further subject to any oil, gas and mineral rights that may have been previously re-
served or conveyed by prior owners.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 23, 2020, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS HAVE THE 
OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING WITH REGARDS TO THE WEARING OF MASKS 
AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS OR VIA TELECONFERENCE/VID-
EO.  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY 
EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO SEP-
TEMBER 16, 2020.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of August 2020.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9-3-2020, 9-17-2020

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 4101

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 
Parshwa LLC has fi led with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Use Permit to allow for the operation of a liquor store in a C-3 (General) 
Commercial District located in Suite 105  of the property at 6351 I-55 North Frontage 
Rd. (Parcel 710-1) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 23, 2020, at which 
time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the 
Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accom-
modate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY 
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING WITH REGARDS TO THE WEAR-
ING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS OR VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO.  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TELE-
CONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US TO 
REGISTER PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 16, 2020.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of August 2020.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9-3-2020, 9-17-2020

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 4102

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Midtown Christian Academy has fi led with the Planning Board for 
the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for the oper-
ation of a commercial day care in a R-4 (Limited Multi-family) Residential District 
for the  property located at 217 Millsaps Ave. (Parcel: 58-47) in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

1757, LOT 11, OAKS SUBDIVISION, A SUBDIVISION ACCORDING TO THE 
MAP THEREOF ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHAN-
CERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY, AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN PLAT 
BOOK 7238, AT PAGE 0231, REFERENCE TO WHICH IS HEREBY MADE. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 
23, 2020, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard 
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon 
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council 
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

DUE TO COVID-19 AND THE CONCERN FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY 
AND WELFARE, THE PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND THE APPLICANTS 
HAVE THE OPTION TO ATTEND THE MEETING WITH REGARDS TO THE 
WEARING OF MASKS AND THE SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS OR 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO.  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND 
VIA TELECONFERENCE/VIDEO BY EMAILING EAINSWORTH@CITY.JACK-
SON.MS.US TO REGISTER PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 16, 2020.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of August 2020.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

9-3-2020, 9-17-2020

LEGAL

NOTICE TO PUBLIC OF PROPOSED ACTION LOCATED WITHIN THE 
FLOODPLAIN

Newspaper and Publication Date:  
The Clarion Ledger – Monday, August 31, 2020 and Tuesday, September 1, 

2020
La Noticia – Wednesday, September 2, 2020

The Jackson Advocate – Thursday, September 3, 2020
The Mississippi Link - Thursday, September 3, 2020
The Northside Sun - Thursday, September 3, 2020

Address:  218 S. President Street; 2nd Floor, Jackson, MS 39201

TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS, AND PERSONS:

The purpose of this notice is to notify the public that the City of Jackson is proposing 
to use federal funds under the HUD Lead-Based Paint Hazard Control Grant Pro-
gram within a FEMA designated 100-year fl oodplain. The proposed program would 
involve providing assistance to eliminate Lead-based Paint hazards from properties 
in which children under the age of six (6) reside. A total of 78 properties will receive 
lead interventions and some of those properties will also receive minor rehabilitation 
to ensure the health and safety of the residents. The proposed project will be conduct-
ed within jurisdictional boundaries of Jackson, Mississippi. The target area(s) contain 
fl oodplains and project sites could be located within Flood Zones A, AO, AH, A1-A30, 
A99, V and V1-V30, as designated by the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps.

PROJECT: Lead Safe Jackson Housing Program; Grant Number: MSLHB0728-19; 
Award Amount: $1,800,000; Grant Period: January 2, 2020 – July 1, 2023

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this program is to provide Lead Interventions that reduce 
or prevent childhood lead poisoning in children under the age of six (6) that reside in 
the homes that receive interventions. Ultimately, the goal of the Lead Safe Jackson 
Housing Program is to increase the number of residential properties that are free from 
Lead-based Paint Hazards and to eliminate other health related hazards. This will be 
accomplished by providing lead-based paint testing, removal/abatement, and minor 
rehabilitation activities. 

LOCATION:  See target area description above.

All affected and interested agencies, groups, and persons are encouraged to partici-
pate in this decision-making process for the proposed action in the fl oodplain. Written 
comments for consideration by the City of Jackson may be sent to Valerie Tucker via 
email at OHCD@jacksonms.gov. Written comments should be received on or before 
September 18, 2020, which is not less than 15 days from date of publication of this 
notice.

Information regarding the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 
regulations concerning fl oodplain management may be obtained by contacting:  

Karen M. Griego
Program Environmental Clearance Offi cer
Offi ce of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes
U.S. Department of HUD
500 Gold Ave SW, Suite 7301
P.O. Box 906
Albuquerque, NM  87103
Phone 505.346.6462  (this is not a toll-free number). Hearing- or speech-chal-
lenged individuals may access this number through TTY by calling the toll-free Fed-
eral Information Relay Service at 800-877-8339.
E-mail: karen.m.griego@hud.gov

9-3-2020

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes gov-
erning the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold 
for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2008 GMC Yukon : Vin # 1GKFC13098R219926
Registered to Pickett, Wanda    
Mississippi Title Loans, Inc.,  Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  September 11. 2020
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids.    Time: 10:00 A.M.

8-27-2020, 9-3-2020, 9-10-2020

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes gov-
erning the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will be sold 
for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2006 NISS MEL : Vin #1N4BA41E66C861607
Registered to Jessie Miller  
Mississippi Title Loans, Inc., Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  September 11. 2020
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and all 
bids.    Time: 10:00 A.M.

8-27-2020, 9-3-2020, 9-10-2020

LEGAL

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed and electronic bids by prequalifi ed General Contractors will be received at the 
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, 
Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on , Tuesday, 09/29/20 for:

RE: GS# 358-054 Rotunda Renovations 
 (Elevator Improvements & Fire Alarm Upgrades)
 New Capitol Building (Offi ce of Capitol Facilities) 
 (Department of Finance and Administration)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be ob-
tained from: Professional: WFT Architects, P.A..

Address: Post Offi ce Drawer 16443
Jackson,  Mississippi 39236
Phone: 601-352-4691
Email: wftarch@bellsouth.net

A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Calvin R. Sibley, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

8-27-2020, 9-3-2020

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

844-316-8630

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME UR FREE IN-HOME 

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  
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L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. - CDL
DRIVERS needed to run from S.E. to
West Coast. Experienced singles and
teams. Check out our new pay package.
Singles, 41 cents per mile for 60 day pro-
bationary period. 46 cents per mile there-
after. Teams, 50 cents per mile for 60 day
probationary period. 55 cents per mile
thereafter. Late model conventional trac-
tors. Home weekly. Benefits package.
Pearl, MS. 601-939-8088.
www.tuckerandson.com

COMPUTER AND IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain pro-
grams for qualified applicants. Call CTI
for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE? Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's
Relief Line now for Help! 855-947-2970

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS.
The weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 7-
year extended warranty ($695 value).
Schedule your in-home assessment today.
Call 1-844-316-8630. Special financing
for qualified customers.

ATTENTION SMALL BUSINESS OWN-
ERS! Are you protected in case of prop-
erty damage or if you have an interrup-
tion in service due to a property event?
Business Owner Property insurance IS
AFFORDABLE and WILL PROTECT YOU
when the unexpected happens! For free
quote, call 855-933-1267 (M-F 7:30 am-
9:30 pm ET)
AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT
$49/ MONTH! Call for your fee rate
comparison to see how much you can
save! Call: 833-678-0500
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for (350) procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. (Don’t
wait!) Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 877-368-0628
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

REAL ESTATE SALE - Online Bidding
9/25-30. Hunting Lodge/413+/- Ac.
3887 Sf Home on 10+/- Ac. Home on
10+/- Ac., Tylertown, MS MS378 D
Gilmore LA447.
www.SVNGilmoreAuction.com. 504-468-
6800

DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-Included
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie chan-
nels, FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-855-978-
3110
DISH NETWORK. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILI-
TY? Appeal! If you're 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys can help get
you approved! No money out of pocket!
Call 601-203-3826

Week of August 30, 2020

M e d i c a l S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

I n s u r a n c e

F i n a n c i a l

E m p l o y m e n t

F o r S a l e

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t

R e a l E s t a t e

The Mississippi Department of
Corrections is conducting 
Correctional Officer Walk-In 
Interviews every weekday (ex-
cluding holidays) from 8:00 am to
1:00 pm at the three (3) locations
listed below:

•Central Mississippi Correctional
(CMCF) 3794 Highway 468,
Pearl, MS, 
•Mississippi State Penitentiary
(MSP) 708 Parchman Road,
Parchman, MS
•South Mississippi Correctional
Institution (SMCI) 22689, Hwy.
63 North, Leakesville,  MS

SALARY:  $2,262.41
PER MONTH

MINIMUM
QUALIFICATIONS:

•19 years of age 
•H.S. diploma or G.E.D. (Ac-
credited Institutions Only)
•Valid Driver’s License 
•Males 19-25 years of age must
provide proof of Selective Serv-
ice Registration
•No felony or domestic violence
convictions 

HIRING PROCESS
CONSIST OF:

•Video Interview
•Background Check

Call 1-866-783-9359 to sched-
ule your interview or apply on-
line at the Mississippi State
Personnel Board website,
www.mspb.ms.gov.  For addi-
tional information, contact MDOC
Personnel Services Division at
(601) 359-5696 or the Personnel
Department at each facility:
CMCF (601) 932-2880 ext. 6701;
MSP (662) 745-6611 ext. 2366;
or SMCI (601) 394-5600 ext. 
1217.

Mississippi 
Dept. of Corrections

HIRING
CORRECTIONAL

OFFICERS

Statewide
Classified Ads!
90+ newspapers for one low rate!
To order your advertising, call:

Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 1/31/21.

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE 190 CHANNELS

Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE
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FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
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Record your story at  
the state-of-the-art   
Governor’s Recording 
Studio inside The MAX.

Every 3rd Thursday of 
the month The MAX 
presents a free Brown 
Bag Lunch Concert.  

A Must See in Historic Downtown Meridian

“Everyone has a  
story, this is Ohr’s.”
Deliberately Distorted: The Pottery of George  
E. Ohr, on display 9/26/20 through 1/10/21. 

For events and more from The MAX, visit msarts.org
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3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFPs

RFP 2020-17 Web-Based Human Resources Management and 
Professional Development System

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Pre-
vailing Time), September 17, 2020 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by 
emailing, bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us or calling (601) 973-8582, or documents 
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at  
www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

9-3-2020, 9-10-2020

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFPs

RFP 2020-18 English/Language Arts Digital Curriculum for K - 5

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Pre-
vailing Time), September 18, 2020 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by 
emailing, bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us or calling (601) 973-8582, or documents 
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at 
www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

9-3-2020, 9-10-2020



John Thomp-
son was the fi rst 
black coach to 
win the NCAA 
Championsh ip. 
In 1984, he led 
the Georgetown 

Hoyas to victory over the Hous-
ton Cougars. In 1985 Thompson 
was named Coach of the Year. 
He coached at Georgetown 
University from 1972 to 1999.

Thompson was a coach who 
set the bar high for his players 
on and off the basketball court. 
He coached Patrick Ewing, Al-
len Iverson, Alonzo Mourning 
and Dikembe Mutumbo. He 
became a mentor to many long 
after they left Georgetown and 
competitive basketball.

Thompson had a preference 
for players that had a passion 
for the game on the court. He 
once said, “you can calm down 
a fool before you can resurrect 
a corpse.”

He emphasized the power of 
habit, attitude and state of mind 
with his players. “If you think 
you are beaten you are. If you 
think you dare not, you won’t,” 
he once said.

“Big John Thompson is the 
single most important African-

American man in the history of 
D.C. sports,” Sia writer Clinton 
Yeats. In 1999 he was selected 
to be in the National Collegiate 
Basketball Hall of Fame.

In 27 seasons, Thompson 
compiled a coaching record of 
596-239. Most importantly to 
Thompson, 97 percent of his 
players stayed four years and 
left Georgetown University 

with a college degree.
Thompson was born in 

Washington, D.C. and went on 
to play in the NBA for the Bos-
ton Celtics.

Thompson is survived by his 
three children, John Thomp-
son III, who also coached bas-
ketball at Georgetown, Ronny 
Thompson and Tiffany Thomp-
son. 

Thompson’s autobiography is 
due out in January 2021.

Lauren Victoria Burke is 
an independent journalist for 
NNPA and the host of the pod-
cast BURKEFILE. She is also 
a political strategist as prin-
cipal of Win Digital Media 
LLC. She may be contacted at 
LBurke007@gmail.com and on 
twitter at @LVBurke

IN MEMORIAM: John Thompson, 
coaching legend and 

unforgettable mentor, dies at 78

 www.mississippilink.com  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 13SEPTEMBER 3 - 9, 2020

NATIONAL

In 2018, the 
National News-
paper Publish-
ers Association 
(NNPA) launched 
a series on the 
plight of miss-

ing children of color – focusing 
primarily on missing black girls. 
The series, which continues with 
regular updates, included the de-
velopment of partnerships with 
several organizations that focus 
on educating the public about 
missing children across the U.S.

According to a news release 
from the U.S. Marshals Service, 
the U.S. Marshals Service Miss-
ing Child Unit’s “Operation Not 
Forgotten” resulted in the rescue 
of 26 children in Georgia, the 
safe location of 13 children and 
the arrest of nine criminal asso-
ciates.

The U.S. Marshals Service 
did not identify the rescued chil-
dren, but because of their action, 
the children are safe and their 
families are relieved.

“These were some of the most 
at-risk and challenging recovery 
cases in the area, based on indi-
cations of high-risk factors such 
as victimization of child sex 
traffi cking, child exploitation, 
sexual abuse, physical abuse 
and medical or mental health 
conditions,” offi cials noted in 
the news release.

The operation was completed 
in conjunction with the U.S. 
Marshals’ Southeast Regional 

Fugitive Task Force and the Na-
tional Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, along with 
Georgia state and local agencies.

Investigators fi led 26 arrest 
warrants and additional charges 
for allegations including sex 
traffi cking, parental kidnapping, 
registered sex offender viola-
tions, drugs and weapons pos-
session and custodial interfer-
ence.

“The U.S. Marshals Service 
is fully committed to assisting 
federal, state and local agencies 
with locating and recovering 
endangered missing children, 
in addition to their primary fu-

gitive apprehension mission,” 
Donald Washington, director of 
the U.S. Marshals Service, stat-
ed in the release.

“The message to missing chil-
dren and their families is that we 
will never stop looking for you.”

In 2019, the USMS helped lo-
cate 295 missing children after 
requests for assistance from law 
enforcement and contributed to 
the recovery of a missing child 
in 75 percent of cases received. 
The news released noted that, 
of the missing children recov-
ered, 66 percent were recovered 
within seven days of the USMS 
assisting with the case.

“When we track down fu-
gitives, it’s a good feeling to 
know that we’re putting the bad 
guy behind bars. But that sense 
of accomplishment is nothing 
compared to fi nding a missing 
child,” Darby Kirby, chief of the 
Missing Child Unit, added in the 
news release.

“It’s hard to put into words 
what we feel when we rescue 
a missing child, but I can tell 
you that this operation has im-
pacted every single one of us out 
here. We are working to protect 
them and get them the help they 
need.”

‘Not Forgotten’ 26 missing 
children recovered

in U.S. Marshal operation

The U.S. Marshals Service did not identify the rescued children, but because of their action, the children are safe 
and their families are relieved. PHOTO: ISTOCKPHOTO / NNPA

 By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Contributor

The U.S. Marshals Service did not identify the rescued children, but because of their action, the children are 
safe, and their families are relieved. PHOTO: ISTOCKPHOTO / NNPA

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

A Tribute to 
Chadwick Boseman
“The Black Panther”

H Ralph Samuels Jr. 

Heroes are really made 
by the impact of their lives.

Legends are truly born,
Superstars go beyond the skies.

It takes a special person 
to encompass all of the above

A unique individual with purpose
and a humanitarian heart of love.

We were blessed to know ‘this’ one,
with qualities of royalty and grandeur

Chadwick Boseman is his name,
but better known as the “Black Panther.”

A dynamic and accomplished actor
of television and screen

A Howard University graduate
and an HBCU’s dream.

He portrayed many characters 
who made a difference in our lives,
they battled obstacles of inequality, 

racial hatred and strife.

Like the legendary Jackie Robinson, 
in the movie “42”

He changed baseball forever,
as he donned the Dodgers’ blue

Or the legal mind of Marshall, 
portraying Thurgood, the Attorney,
Brown V. Board of Education and

his Supreme Court historical journey.

Chadwick was the consummate artist 
who could master any role.

He showed that he was “Superbad”
portraying the Godfather of Soul.

As James Brown in “Get on Up”
His stardom reached beyond the clouds.

Time now to “get on the good foot” and “Vote”
Say it loud, I’m black and I’m proud.

In Da 5 Bloods, a Spike Lee Joint
‘Stormin’ Norman was his name 

My brothers also served in Vietnam
They didn’t forget the awful pain

Chadwick gave us moments to remember
and we won’t ever soon forget...

But his most dramatic performance,
“Black Panther” was the best thing yet.

King T’Challa, would say it proudly,
“Wakanda Nation standing tall.”
Even though it was on the screen

It gave a sense of pride to all.

Sometimes to make things a reality,
our imagination must be engaged.

William Shakespeare put it like this,
“All the worlds a stage.”

I agree that in this life, 
everyone must play a role

But unlike hypocrites, let’s be real
and be concerned about men souls.

One day the curtain of life will close
and there’ll be no more roles to play.

We’ll stand before the ‘Divine Director’
And He’ll call the action that day.

I hope that Christ is your attorney.
Let Him go to bat for you.

This is God’s world so trust Him
Chadwick believed and

that’s the  truth.

Thank you Chadwick for your labor;
You were gifted, sharp and clever.

You gave us hope for a better world
Arms crossed, Wakanda Forever!!

©  August 2020 H Ralph Samuels, Jr. 
“ The Name Inspires The Pen”



Either, or.
The choice is yours: do you 

pick one thing, or take the other? 
Stay where you are, or reach for 
better? This or that, any way, you 
always have to decide: do you 
take either, or...as in “A Most 
Beautiful Thing” by Arshay Coo-
per, do you take the oar?

Growing up on Chicago’s West 
Side, Arshay Cooper was used to 
seeing blood on the sidewalk. 
Gunshots were like lullabies and 
he hated it. His father was long 

gone, his mother was then too 
addicted to care for her children, 
and he “had a funeral” for her in 
his heart. Later, once his mother 
was clean and he started attend-
ing high school at Manley Career 
Academy, he became fi rm in his 
belief that his future was not on 
the streets. He knew gang-bang-
ing wasn’t for him, so he mostly 
stayed home and watched Family 
Matters, The Fresh Prince of Bel-
Air, and A Different World on 
TV, absorbing their lessons and 
wishing his life was more like 
that of the characters.

And then he saw a boat.
It wasn’t just any boat, though: 

it was long and sleek and Cooper 
quickly learned that it was used in 
a sport he’d never heard of. The 
white female coach said team 
members would be taught all 
they needed to know; the white 
man who’d put the program to-
gether said that there’d never 
been an all-black high school 
rowing team, and he promised 
that anybody who stuck with the 
program would succeed in life. 
Though Cooper’s schoolmates 
talked smack about it, and in part 

because of a girl, Cooper and his 
best friend signed up for “crew.”

And everything clicked into 
place.

Rowing required discipline. It 
was exhausting, emotionally and 
physically. There were sacrifi ces. 
But when on the water, rowing, 
he says, “I don’t hear gunshots 
or ambulance sirens. I don’t see 
gang signs and I don’t have fear... 
I feel powerful.”

Here’s all you need to know: 
“A Most Beautiful Thing” lives 
up to its name.

It doesn’t start out that way, 

though: in laying the ground for 
his tale, Cooper writes about the 
realities of growing up in a Chi-
cago neighborhood that he hints 
could have been any-inner-city-
where, any-inner-city-time. This 
gives the story its muscle and al-
lows readers to better picture the 
scenes and the struggles he and 
his young teammates withstood. 
You’ll be happy to know that 
there isn’t a shred of boasting or 
false pride in that.

Once you’re that far into the 
book, then, you may notice that 
Cooper masterly makes you feel 

a part of the team. At that point, 
just go ahead, take their losses to 
heart. Be proud of the changes 
they’ve made. Think about the 
grace on race that Cooper offers. 
Grin like a fool at the triumphs, 
and laugh at their noncomfor-
mity.

It’s perfectly okay to get teary-
eyed at the epilogue, really.

This is the feel-goodest of feel-
good books, and you should have 
it now.

Reading “A Most Beautiful 
Thing” will leave you feeling 
merrily, merrily, merrily.

 By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

BOOK REVIEW:

A MOST A MOST 
BEAUTIFUL THING:BEAUTIFUL THING:
THE TRUE STORY OF AMERICA’S FIRST THE TRUE STORY OF AMERICA’S FIRST 
ALL-BLACK HIGH SCHOOL ROWING TEAMALL-BLACK HIGH SCHOOL ROWING TEAM
BY ARSHAY COOPER
C.2020, FLATIRON BOOKS
$27.99 / $37.99 CANADA  •  229 PAGES
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS 
JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND 
BLUES STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR 
FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S 
AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST 
THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND 
TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 
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JSU National Alumni Byram-Terry Chapter Student Giveaway Highlights

Curriculum-Instruction-Assessment 
(CIA) Training Highlights

UEMS Highlights

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

Emmett Till Remembered
Trail of Tears and Terror Tour, Money, MS • March for Peace and Justice for Emmett Till, Jackson, MS • Aug. 27 - 30, 2020

PHOTOS BY EDELIA DR. JAY CARTHAN
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RE-ELECT Bennie Thompson
Donʼt forget to Vote!!!

bennie_thompson@bellsouth.net

(601)866-9100 or 1(866)423-6643

benniethompson.com

Paid for by Friends of Bennie Thompson

November 3, 2020

U. S. Congressman Bennie Thompson…  
To all of our Mississippians - take time 

to complete the census online at my 
2020census.gov or call (844)330-2020

to complete form over the phone.
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