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The Mississippi Link
celebrates

25 years and

Dedicates this issue to Breast Cancer Awareness Month
and reminds you to vote in the upcoming elections

Celebrating 25 Years of Publishing

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

It seems like just yesterday
when one week after The Mississippi Link observed its 10th
year anniversary our cover read:
“Barack Obama President Elect
Nov. 4, 2008, Yes We Can.” I
was so very proud to be a member of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association (NNPA)
which is a trade organization,
also known as ‘The Black Press,
comprised of over 200 AfricanAmerican owned community
newspapers from around the
United States.
We would be publishing in
two short days that the ﬁrst African American would be elected
President of the United States
of America. I still feel that same
pride I felt ten years ago. I felt
like singing and dancing and
crying all at the same time. It
was an awesome feeling that I
will cherish for the rest of my
life.
Also in that same November
6 issue, we published an article written by then editor Gail
Brown about Bernice Stimley,
who at the age of 99 cast her vote

Hampton
for President Barack Obama on
a hand-held voting machine.
Stimley, who was a Mississippi
Link subscriber, died in 2012
at the age of 103, but she had a

hand in making national history
when she cast her vote.
Today, The Mississippi Link
is still healthy and viable. We
are still a member of NNPA

and ‘The Black Press,’ where
through our credo we believe
that America can best lead the
world away from racial and
national antagonisms when it
accords to every person, regardless of race, color or creed, full
human and legal rights. Hating no person, the Black Press
strives to help every person with
the ﬁrm belief that all are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.”
As a member of the NNPA
board of directors and currently
serving as national secretary I
am proud of what this viable organization stands for throughout
this country.
We are also proud to be a
member of the board of directors
for The Mississippi Press Association where we stand ﬁrm in
the power of community newspapers to deliver unmatched
content and audience view. Our
110-member newspapers are
the leading source of news and
advertising information in the
communities we serve.
Many papers have folded
over the last ten years. Others
are only publishing online. God
has been good. We have a won-

Small town readers applaud
The Mississippi Link

Inside

By Gail Brown
Contributing Writer
The onslaught of technology via social media and other avenues have contributed to the downsizing or folding of
many newspapers, especially the African-American weeklies. Yet, The Mississippi Link remains true to its mission
as “Keepers of the Knowledge for People Who Speak the Truth Since 1993.”
“I know reading news online via one’s
phone or tablet is the thing these days,
but I still prefer and enjoy reading my
printed version of newspapers, especially The Mississippi Link, said Beulah
Greer, executive director of the Community Students Learning Center (CSLC),
a non-proﬁt 501(c)3 organization, of
Lexington, Mississippi.
A longtime subscriber, Greer said a
lot of her church members of the Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church read
The Mississippi Link newspaper. One
of those members, Antwan Clark, an
IT specialist, is attracted to the fact that
the paper’s pictures are largely in color.
“You can really see the clarity of the pictures,” said Clark. “I really enjoy reading the stories because they are well
written.”
Margaret Brownlow Tate of Yazoo
City, Mississippi said the continuous
existence of black-owned and operated
newspapers are very important. The
Mississippi Link is possibly one of only
three African-American newspapers in
Mississippi. “The African-American

derful audience of supporters
and advertisers that continue to
put their trust in us and to you
I say we strive to never disappoint.
As we dedicate our anniversary publication to ‘Breast Cancer
Month,’ we salute individuals
and groups that are participating
in the American Cancer Society
Making Strides against Breast
Cancer Walk here in Jackson
Saturday. This annual event
unites communities in support
of one another by honoring
those that are touched by breast
cancer and by raising awareness
and much needed funds to ﬁght
this disease. We have friends
and family that are living with
breast cancer and others that
have succumbed to it. We know
survivors, like myself, that have
been triumphant and now live
cancer free.
For over ten years we have
dedicated our anniversary issue to Breast Cancer Awareness
and we hope that one day, we
will live in a world where we
can dedicate our anniversary issue to a world where there is no
breast cancer.

We love what we do at The
Mississippi Link. We have been
on an amazing journey for over
25 years. We have incredible
advertisers and subscribers, we
have met incredible people,
covered incredible stories, and I
can’t help but salute and thank
our staff of today and yesterday that continue to inspire me
with their creativity and enthusiasm. We don’t always see eye
to eye on certain issues but our
determination to best serve our
readers is something we always
agree on.
We love it when you let us
know what you like about us
and if we ever disappoint you,
we welcome those comments
as well. We are here to serve.
We are here to groom interns, to
teach what we know and to learn
from others. We are not perfect
but our desire to be the best we
can be for this community goes
unmatched.
Thank you for allowing us to
see our Silver Anniversary as
we look forward to many more
years of being “Keepers of the
Knowledge for People who
speak the Truth.”

Mammograms,
breast exams,
follow-up doctor
visits, costs
delivered with lack
of compassion
By Deja Abdul-Haqq
Contributing Writer

newspapers help to keep us informed
about the issues and happenings in our
communities more so than the mainstream newspapers,” she said. Tate is
a retired veteran educator of Holmes
County Schools.
The Mississippi Link, as a small weekly, has been fortunate enough to have a
world-wide presence with online editions through its website and e-editions.
Yet, those small town readers still sing
praises for its print edition.

Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee stumps in
Mississippi for U.S. Senate
Candidate Mike Espy
Page 5

In a telephone interview just before
press time, Leonard L. Terry of Manson,
N.C., on his way from ﬁshing in Hampton, Virginia, had this to say about The
Mississippi Link: “Over the years, I have
truly enjoyed reading that paper. My favorite part was the religion section and
reading Ms. Daphne’s column. The paper does a great job of covering or reporting about things all over the nation.

When the nurse told me the
image of a mass was captured
during my mammogram, I tried
hard to listen to everything else
she said. But, I was also telling
myself to not be scared and I
couldn’t hear us both. I remember nodding to accept my secondary appointment at the breast
imaging center. I remember
walking across the clinic parking
lot thinking I was not prepared
to handle what was coming next
because I didn’t know what to
expect.
My secondary visit spat on my
bleak expectations.
After the screening, I was
placed in a room to wait on the
results of my secondary mammogram. Once the doctor came
into the room, she never looked
at me. She engaged with other
staffers about my ﬁle and looked
back and forth at her chart and
the monitor presenting internal
digital pictures of my breasts. I
didn’t look at the screen. Instead,
I watched faces for indicators of
my condition in the hopes that

Small town
Continued on page 3

Breast cancer
Continued on page 3
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Jumping hurdles to get to the ballot
box: Voter IDs and registration
By Rosemary Eng
TriceEdneyWire.com
The easy part of voting is
voting. The hard part is getting
through the mineﬁeld of obstacles on the way to the ballot box.
Besides having to deal with
often-times confusing voter registration regulations, getting the
right voter ID is becoming another problem as states rework
ID requirements.
Too often it’s African Americans and Native Americans, the
people who fought the bloodiest
battles to gain voting rights in
America, who have to struggle
the hardest to meet differing
government rules.
The U.S. Supreme Court recently upheld a law that says
North Dakota voter identiﬁcation has to show a street address.
This effectively blocks numbers of North Dakota native
peoples such as the Sioux and
Chippewa from voting since
people living on reservations do
not have street addresses.
The American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) stated, “Since
the U.S. Postal Service doesn’t
provide residential mail delivery
in remote areas, many members
of North Dakota’s Native American tribes list their mailing addresses, like P.O. Boxes, on their

Demonstrators protest voter suppression.
IDs. And some also don’t have
supplemental documentation,
like a utility bill or bank statement, because of homelessness
or poverty.”
P.O. Boxes are not an accepted form of address for North
Dakota voter ID.

Connor Maxwell, research
associate for race and ethnicity policy, at the nonpartisan
Center of American Progress,
in Washington, D.C. says voter
ID requirements are particularly
difﬁcult for people of color, the
elderly and the poor. “One of

the most insidious voter suppression tactics levied against
the African-American community is difﬁcult voter ID requirements,” he says.
North Carolina legislators,
he says, are working to put into
place a constitutional amend-

ment mandating voter ID for
all residents. Voter ID is usually
interpreted as meaning a drivers license because it shows a
photo.
The requirement is onerous
for African Americans in North
Carolina urban centers because

they mostly use buses and trains
and are less likely to have drivers licenses, he says.
Maxwell says the votingrestrictive trend of demanding
voter IDs seems to be growing.
New U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Brett Kavanaugh,
who supported the North Dakota voter ID residential address
requirement, upheld a strict
voter ID law which has been
said affected some 80,000 registered voters, mostly minorities,
in South Carolina, Maxwell reports.
Kavanaugh served in 2012
on the U.S. Court of Appeals
for District of Columbia Circuit
and wrote that the voter ID law
“was not discriminatory, despite
evidence from the U.S. Department of Justice that it would disenfranchise tens of thousands of
voters of color.”
He also wrote that the law was
not enacted for a discriminatory
purpose, minimizing the fact
that the bill’s author, state Rep.
Alan Clemmons (R-SC), responded enthusiastically to a racially charged email from a constituent. That email stated that if
African Americans were offered
money to get IDs, it would “be
like a swarm of bees going after
a watermelon.”
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College Hill groundbreaking before
Sunday service; Congresswoman
Lee with Espy after service
By Jackie Hampton
Publisher
Pastor Michael T. Williams and the
College Hill family were very excited
Sunday during the groundbreaking
ceremony for the new College Hill
sanctuary that have been in the plans
for the 110 year old church for several
years. The groundbreaking service
made it all a reality.
The Honorable Charles Tillman,
councilman – Ward 5, brought greetings on behalf of the City of Jackson
and William B. Bynum Jr., president
of Jackson State Universit, brought
enthusiastic greetings reminding College Hill that he was aware of the
long-time relationship between JSU
and College Hill. It was in 1908 that
Jackson State donated land to College
Hill to build this historic church.
After the groundbreaking ceremony
members and friends went into the
Family Life Center (FLC), that had
been transformed into a sanctuary, to
continue worship service.
As Williams was ending his message titled “When Walls Get in Your
Way” and the male choir was singing
“Let the Church Say Amen,” Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, representing the 18th District in Texas,
and U.S. Senate candidate Mike Espy
entered the FLC. They were able to
have intimate conversations with
church members prior to heading to
a Meet and Greet held at the Democratic Headquarters in Jackson. Lee
said that a Mike Espy victory would
result in the first African American being elected to the U.S. Senate in Mississippi since Reconstruction.
Prior to leaving Lee told members
that Mississippi can get out of the ashes

Pastor, building committee, trustees, banker, engineers and architect turning dirt.

College Hill Pastor Williams leading groundbreaking litany. PHOTOS BY CIANNA H. REEVES
of segregation by electing a man that
can and will represent the entire state
of Mississippi. She emphasized that
Espy is not a black candidate but rather
a candidate for all of Mississippi.
Espy is running to fill the unexpired
term of Senator Thad Cochran who
stepped down from his position for
health reasons.
Democratic candidate David Baria

Breast cancer
Continued from page 1

this human condition would give way to human
compassion, if needed. But suddenly, the doctor
did an about face and started to walk toward the
door. Still looking at her chart, she said something
about it being difficult to extract my information
from their system because I had two case files: one
with a hyphen in my last name and another without. She chastised me for the error as if the internal
issue could possibly be my error. Then she said to
follow up in six months.
During this vulnerable time, I was treated poorly
and no one explained to me what was happening
with my breast. So, I picked up my wounded spirit
and left with my questions, my fear and my lump.
The experience was a violation of my rights as a
patient, as a vulnerable person during a vulnerable
moment, and as a human being. It didn’t help that
in six months when I returned for my follow-up
exam, I was told the visit would cost over $800
out of pocket.
According to the American Cancer Society, the
number of estimated breast cancer deaths represents nearly 40 percent of the number all new estimated cases of breast cancer in Mississippi. Many
of those deaths are attributed to late diagnosis due
to a lack of screening. Beyond the standard reasons
a woman delays or dismisses getting a screening,
including being too busy, the pain or discomfort
of having a mammogram, oblivion to the possibility of breast cancer because they feel and look
healthy and do not think they are at risk, or the fear
of being diagnosed with breast cancer, there are
also thousands of women that avoid breast cancer
screenings for the same reasons many vulnerable
populations (e.g., women, the elderly, the poor,
people of color, LGBTQ communities, people
living with HIV) don’t seek medical screenings
and care: the shame of being disrespected and illinformed during our most vulnerable moments.
Fortunately, for me, after I returned for my follow-up nearly two years later, the staff was quite
pleasant and the physician was thorough, patient
and provided me with all of the information I
needed – including the fact the mass had not modified in size leaving me free to leave with a clean
bill of breast health …and my little lump.
It’s is hard to take charge of your health when
the systems we depend on seem to be working
against us. But we have a responsibility to fight for
ourselves. There is no cavalry. We have to stand
up for our own breast health and demand quality
treatment.
Breast cancer, as with many other health disparities that disproportionately affect vulnerable communities, gets the upper hand when care providers
do not invest in and respect the whole patient. But
we have the power and right to demand the respect
from our care providers, health care systems and
the legislative process that either ignores or catapults health screenings and culturally-competent
care to the forefront of Mississippi’s agenda.
It’s a long row to hoe – the battle against breast
cancer. And we are all on the same team, we must
all fight together.

is also running for a vacant U.S. Senate seat. The two democratic candidates are not running against each
other.
Espy and Lee congratulated the College Hill family on their groundbreaking and plans to build a new sanctuary.
The new sanctuary should be completed within a year.
See more pictures, page 22.
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Continued from page 1

I enjoy keeping up with what’s going on from my area all the way to
Mississippi.” Terry is a retired Vietnam veteran. “I am retired from
everything now except fishing,” he quipped.
As The Mississippi Link celebrates its 25th year as a member of
the Black Press aka National Newspapers Publishers Association
(NNPA), its publisher, editor and staff are grateful to still being
among those leading the way as NNPA President Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. said in 2017 as “voice of consciousness for Black America.
Black-owned newspapers still matter.”
They truly matter to Greer because she uses it as a teaching tool
for her grandchildren. “One weekend my older granddaughter was
visiting us from Atlanta and wanted me to tell her about lynching
in Mississippi because they were discussing it in school,” Greer recalls. “And behold next to me was my Mississippi Link with an article about the lynching in Philadelphia, Miss. or somewhere, and that
child read that entire article. We discussed it for more than an hour.
The work that the CSLC does to make a difference for children
and families in Holmes County and surrounding communities has
often been featured in The Mississippi Link. President of the Board
Leslie Greer is so grateful that he personally has the articles mounted and framed, and displays them in the lobby. “The paper does not
have to publish our news if they don’t want to; we are just so grateful that they think enough of what our organization does as news
worthy to do so,” Greer said. “Happy anniversary to The Mississippi
Link! Keep up the great work.”
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Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee stumps in
Mississippi for U.S. Senate
Candidate Mike Espy
By Othor Cain
Editor
Shelia Jackson Lee, the Congresswoman representing the
18th congressional district in
Texas, joined U.S. Senate candidate Mike Espy on the campaign
trail in Mississippi, Oct. 21. The
whirlwind of a day included stops
at four different black churches,
a town-hall meeting and a meet
and greet.
With less than two-weeks before voters in Mississippi head to
the polls for mid-term elections,
Lee’s visit was a much-needed
jolt of energy and excitement
for black voters. As an AfricanAmerican Democrat in Mississippi, Espy needs a strong voter
turnout among black people, who
make up 38 percent of the state’s
population.
“When you go to the polls, I
want you to close your eyes and
pretend as if you’re voting for
Barack Obama,” Espy said to a
cheering crowd at a recent campaign event. “Although, I’m not
as handsome and perhaps don’t
speak as well as he does, we need
that type of support.”
From the moment Lee’s plane
landed until takeoff at sunset, she
engaged with voters about this
historical election. “A Mike Espy
victory will result in the ﬁrst African-American senator from Mississippi since reconstruction,”
Lee said to an enthusiastic crowd
at College Hill Baptist Church.
“Mississippi can come out of the
ashes with this election and you
have the power to make that happen.”
Lee’s visit to Mississippi came
two-days after the endorsement
of Espy by her colleagues, the
Congressional Black Caucus.
Friday, Oct. 19, led by Caucus chairman, U.S. Rep. Cedric
Richmond (D-La.), members of
Congress joined Espy outside of
the Washington County Courthouse in Greenville, Miss.
“The biggest compliment I can
pay to other elected ofﬁcials is
that they get it, and I’m here today because Mike Espy gets it,”
Richmond said. “When he’s in
the U.S. Senate, he will stand on
the side of families, justice and

Standing room only at meet and greet with Espy holding his grandson.

Espy with Congresswoman Lee and JSU President Bynum at College Hill.
fairness. He’s not going to worry
about politics or proﬁts. He’s going to worry about purpose…
and that’s why the Congressional
Black Caucus is proud to endorse
Mike Espy for U.S. Senate.
U.S. Representative Bennie
Thompson (D-Miss), who represents this Mississippi Delta town
along with Terri Sewell (D-Ala.),
joined Richmond in representing the caucus at the press announcement. “I’m pleading for
some help…and as they say, with
Mike Espy, help is on the way,”
Thompson said. “November 6 is
right around the corner. The help
is there. All we have to do is go to
the polls, and we can get it done.
I look forward to continuing to
work to make sure that Mike
Espy becomes our next U.S. Senator from Mississippi.”
Espy, who is running to ﬁll the
unexpired term of Thad Cochran,
who resigned his position, citing
health complications, was excited to have Lee in Mississippi. “It
is good to have this type of support from people that I admire,
but more importantly from peo-

ple that I consider friends,” Espy
said. “Congresswoman Lee has
been ﬁghting for and representing the people in Texas for many
years and I look forward to not
only working with her, but her
continued leadership.”
Lee’s schedule had lunch and a
break included in it. “I don’t need
a break nor a breather, I came
to Mississippi to get Mike Espy
elected,” Lee told Espy campaign staffers. With her push and
drive, staffers added additional
stops for Lee and she rose to the
occasion at each venue. “Mississippi can be a part of this blue
wave happening across the country; Mississippians can change
the dynamics of what’s happening in Washington,” Lee said at
an unplanned stop at WRBJ, a local radio station in Jackson. “We
have the power to get this done.”
Espy in 1986 became the ﬁrst
African-American since Reconstruction to win a U.S. House
seat in Mississippi, and in 1993
he was named U.S. Agriculture
Secretary by President Bill Clinton.
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MS politicians at Espy’s meet & greet (l-r) Kenneth Walker, Sheila Jackson Lee, Mike Espy, Deborah Gibbs, Sollie
Norwood
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Donated ambulance enhances training
for health academy students at Lanier

Passing the ceremonial ambulance key as they celebrate with students are (from left) Lanier High National
Alumni Association Treasurer Hazel Fields; Dr. Claude Brunson, UMMC senior advisor to the vice chancellor;
AMR Public Information Ofﬁcer Jim Pollard; Lanier High Principal Michael McDonald; JPS Director of Academies Marquita Slater; and JPS Superintendent Dr. Errick L. Greene.
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Academy of Health Services at Lanier High School has a
new learning resource thanks to
several generous partners. The
University of Mississippi Medical Center and AMR (American
Medical Response) presented a
retired ambulance at a Passing of
the Keys ceremony held October
3 at Lanier.
Teachers and students will
use the refurbished ambulance
as a simulation lab to practice
real-world learning scenarios.
This will allow students to learn
emergency medical skills needed
for careers in emergency medical response or related ﬁelds.
“The donation of this ambulance will make active learning

a reality for the scholars of this
Academy,” said JPS Director of
Academies Marquita Slater. “As
the ﬁ rst of this kind in the state,
the Emergency Medical Services Lab will serve as a real-world
classroom for Academy students
who have expressed an interest
in becoming emergency medical
technicians or ﬁ rst responders.”
The University of Mississippi
School of Nursing collaborated with AMR, Jackson Public
Schools, and the Lanier National
Alumni Association (LHSNAA)
to support this project. The LHSNAA and Dr. Mauda Monger
made a signiﬁcant ﬁ nancial contribution to this project that supported the new logos, lettering
and decals on the ambulance.

Subscribe TODAY

“This
partnership
with
UMMC, this alliance with them,
their commitment to us and
to the young people and to the
community is pretty remarkable,” said JPS Superintendent
Errick L. Greene. “Thank you
again to our wonderful partners.
You all just warm my heart with
what you’ve brought and what
you will bring as we continue in
this work. This could change the
trajectory of these young people’s lives.”
“This represents more than
just the passing of the keys,”
said Jackson Mayor Chokwe
Lumumba. “This is the passing
of opportunity, and of breaking down the walls of the classroom.”
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Mississippi State plans
#StateProud Week

www.mississippilink.com

Alcorn S.A.F.E. Center
for student athletes
holds ribbon cutting,
grand opening

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi State continues
the #StateProud Week tradition
Oct. 22-26 to celebrate the university’s many accomplishments
and the extraordinary people behind them.
A highlight will be a live remote with SuperTalk Mississippi
Thursday [Oct. 25] featuring interviews with MSU President
Mark E. Keenum and other campus leaders discussing a broad
range of #StateProud achievements in research, academics,
student life, athletics and more.
“There are so many exciting
things going on at Mississippi
State, and #StateProud Week is
an opportunity for us to share
our success stories with the
world,” Keenum said. “When
you tap into personal expressions of pride from across the
MSU community, you get a rich
picture of what the university
has accomplished through the
years and the limitless potential
for the future.”
The #StateProud live remote
will be broadcast from the steps
of MSU’s historic YMCA Building from 6 a.m. – 6 p.m. T-shirts
and prizes will be offered to fans
who drop by during the program.
#StateProud Week activities
also include a social media initiative in which followers will
be asked to share why they are
#StateProud. A selection of these
stories will be posted on MSU’s
social media platforms.
To support personal expressions of State pride, MSU has
posted #StateProud Week resources at http://www.social.msstate.edu/stateproud/facebook.
php that can be shared with
broader audiences, including
#StateProud cover photos for
Facebook, videos, success stories, and “Pride Points” – a collection of MSU highlights that

With the grand opening of
its newest facility, Alcorn State
University strives to maintain
the athletic and academic success of its student athletes.
The Student Athlete and
the Family Enhancement
(S.A.F.E.) Center had its ribbon
cutting and grand opening Oct.
19 on Alcorn’s main campus in
Lorman, Mississippi. The former football stadium dressing
facility is one of the ﬁrst student
athlete development centers on
a historically black college or
university campus to provide
specialized support to student
athletes and their families.
The center will support the
university community and athletic department by providing
programs and services that promote degree attainment, comprehensive personal development, career planning, healthy
living and professional and
family development.
Built and operated in part
with funding from the ASU
Foundation, Inc., the Mississippi Department of Human
Services and the NCAA, the
S.A.F.E. Center will assist
Alcorn’s student athletes in
cultivating and deﬁning their
educational and personal goals,
developing leadership skills
and refueling for performance.
Jessica Ransome, president
of the Student Athlete Advisory
Committee expressed her gratitude to the university for bringing a development center for
student athletes.
“Every day, especially today,
I am so glad that I chose to attend Alcorn where I am surrounded by caring faculty and
staff that motivates me to excel
at life,” said Ransome. We are
grateful for such a wonderful
program and facility like this
on our campus to help us reach
our full potential.”
Derek Horne, director of
Athletics, said that the new resource is the key to equipping
the students for their future.

Veera Gnaneswar Gude, an associate professor of civil and environmental engineering with MSU’s Bagley College of Engineering, has received campus and national recognition and accolades for work with wastewater
treatments, microbial desalination and biofuels. His work is an example of the kinds of MSU initiatives that will be
celebrated during #StateProud Week. PHOTO BY MEGAN BEAN
can be used for civic club presentations and other promotional
opportunities.
#StateProud is an outgrowth
of the We Ring True branding
campaign launched in 2015 to
reinforce MSU’s longtime standing as a premier research institution where students are driven
to make a difference. Studentled research teams at MSU are
taking real-world problems and
developing solutions in diverse
ﬁelds ranging from veterinary
medicine, agriculture, engineering and business to education,
aerospace, architecture and cancer research.
Recognizing the university’s
accomplishments, the Phi Beta
Kappa Society recently awarded
a chapter of the nation’s oldest
and most prestigious academic
honor society to Mississippi
State after a rigorous, multi-year
review.
Additionally, MSU is among
the National Science Founda-

tion’s Top 100 research universities and has been ranked in the
top 5 percent nationally for agricultural research expenditures
for the last 10 years. Of signiﬁcance is the university’s international work with the United
Nations and the World Food
Programme to ﬁnd solutions for
world hunger and food insecurity.
MSU serves as the national
lead for the FAA’s Center of Excellence for Unmanned Aircraft
Systems, and an MSU-led partnership was chosen by the Department of Homeland Security
to operate the DHS Science and
Technology Directorate’s Small
Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Demonstration Range Facility.
At the local level, the MSU
Extension Service is focused on
making quality health care more
accessible to underserved populations in Mississippi through
innovative community partnerships.

At MSU’s Social, Therapeutic and Robotic Systems Lab,
researchers are working with
local law-enforcement teams to
develop crime-ﬁghting robots,
while researchers at the College
of Veterinary Medicine’s Center for Environmental Health
Sciences are developing nerveagent antidotes that could one
day render chemical weapons
obsolete.
MSU’s scientists at the university’s Center for Advanced
Vehicular Systems are working with an international team
to produce the world’s ﬁrst allelectric, autonomous SUV for
on-and-off-road driving; and
with the opening of the new
CAVS Mixed Reality Lab on
campus last year, MSU became
one of the ﬁrst universities in the
country to open a virtual-reality
lab for all students.
MSU is Mississippi’s leading
university, available online at
www.msstate.edu.

Complete 2 Compete
celebrates success of ﬁrst year

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Governor Phil Bryant joined other state
leaders in Jackson to celebrate the success
of the ﬁrst year of implementation of the
Complete 2 Compete initiative. Complete
2 Compete is a statewide initiative focused
on encouraging Mississippi adults who have
complete some college, but have not earned
a degree, to return to college and ﬁnish what
they started.
“The Complete 2 Compete initiative has
been a great success in its ﬁrst year helping
hundreds of Mississippi adults ﬁnish obtaining a degree in higher education,” Bryant said. “This is an accomplishment they
should be very proud of and is to be commended. We look forward to growing the
initiative in the years to come.”
The initiative has been very successful. In
the ﬁrst year of implementation, 486 degrees
have been earned through the program, including 323 associate degrees and 163 bachelor’s degrees. The effort is a partnership
between the Institutions of Higher Learning,
the Mississippi Community College Board
and the Mississippi Association of Community and Junior Colleges.
“The lives of the nearly 500 people
who have earned their degree through the
Complete 2 Compete initiative are forever
changed,” said Andrea Mayﬁeld, executive
director of the Mississippi Community College Board. “These individuals are now college graduates, and with the degree comes
countless opportunities that can be quantiﬁed in terms of employment and wage gains.
The Mississippi Community College Board
and the community colleges are proud of
the success of the program this ﬁrst year.
We are collectively proud for the students
who seized this unique opportunity to complete their degree, and we look forward to
the many successes that will come in the

“The new facility will enhance our ability to develop
personal growth for our student
athletes and their families, and
will prepare them for their life
after Alcorn,” said Horne. “We
want them to be proud alumni
and also loyal supporters.”
Paul Mooney, site coordinator for the Mississippi Community Education Center, Families
First of Mississippi, applauded
those responsible for their hard
work in making the facility a
reality.
“This is a humongous
achievement,” said Mooney.
“You have a legitimate facility
and program here at Alcorn,
and I congratulate you on your
accomplishment.”
Jason Cable, assistant vice
president for Athletic Compliance and Student Athlete Services, spoke highly of the university’s student athletes. He
said that a desire to push them
toward more success is what
inspired the idea for the facility.
“Our student athletes here
are the best in the nation,” said
Cable. “We inspire to lead the
nation in the care of our student
athletes. We demand a lot from
our students, and we’ve raised
expectations, and they have
met those expectations because
of their dedication. We will
continue to push them to reach
higher benchmarks, and when
we push them, we will make
sure they have the support and
tools they need to reach their
goals.”
Donzell Lee, interim presiden, also praised the scholar
athletes for their hard work
and their commitment to excellence in the classroom and their
sports.
“This is a great day for the
university,” said Lee. “Students
are important to us because
they are why we are here. I’m
very proud of what we’re doing. Knowledge and character
matter here at Alcorn and our
student athletes exemplify that
on a daily basis.”

Canton resident
named Hinds CC
homecoming queen
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Celebrating the ﬁrst anniversary of the Complete 2 Compete initiative are (l-r) Steven Cunningham,
Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning; Kelvin Gibson, C2C graduate, Governor
Phil Bryant, Andrea Mayﬁeld, executive director, Mississippi Community College Board; Stephanie
Bullock, C2C project coordinator; IHL; Alfred McNair, Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning; Casey Prestwood, assistant commissioner for Policy and Strategic Initiatives, IHL; Alfred
Rankins Jr., commissioner of Higher Education; Audra Kimble, associate executive director for Academic and Student Affairs, MCCB; and Jacob Black, deputy executive director, MDHS.
future.”
The initiative has been made possible
through resources provided by the Governor’s ofﬁce, Mississippi Department of Human Services, Mississippi Department of
Employment Security and the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation.
“The Mississippi Department of Human
Services appreciates the opportunity to assist
individuals and families eliminate barriers
which prevent independence,” said John Davis, executive director, Mississippi Department of Human Services. “Our partnership
with the Institutions of Higher Learning, the
Mississippi Community College Board and
the Mississippi Association of Community
and Junior Colleges continues to provide
very positive results. We look forward to

continued growth in the Complete 2 Compete as we work with families holistically
and from a Generational Plus approach.”
Adults across Mississippi continue to
show interest in participating in the program. To date, there have been 38,770 visits
to the website, 13,000 total applications and
858 adults enrolled.
“The Complete to Compete initiative has
been very successful in its ﬁrst year of implementation,” said Alfred Rankins Jr., Commissioner of Higher Education. “Thanks to
support from Governor Bryant, our funders
and partners, hundreds of Mississippians
have earned a degree and thousands more
are in the pipeline to completion. This program makes a tremendous difference to
these individuals and the state.”

Raymond Campus sophomore LaBrittany Daughtery
of Canton was crowned Hinds
Community College Homecoming queen at the annual festivities Oct. 18.
Daughtery is a graduate of
Canton High School. An accounting major, she serves as
vice president of I.D.E.A.L.
Women, is a senator in the Student Government Association
and served as a summer orientation leader.
She was escorted by Willis
Gully of Laurel. Hinds President Clyde Muse crowned her.
The Homecoming Court also
included sophomore maids
Khaliah Anderson, of Vicksburg, representing the Raymond Campus; Amalita “Ami”
Derrick, of Clinton, representing the Jackson-Nursing/Alllied Health Center; Deserae
Dunbar, of Vidalia, La., representing the Vicksburg-Warren
Campus; Julia Rester of Jackson, representing the Rankin
Campus; Tikayla Rollins of
Jackson, representing the Jackson-Academic/Technical Center; and Jasmyn “Jas” Bolar of
Chicago, Ill., representing the
Raymond Campus.

Daughtery
The Freshman maids were
Antwinette McCloud, of Pearl,
representing the Raymond
Campus; Aarionna Dumas, of
Columbus, representing the
Raymond Campus; LaDonna
Stigger, of Jackson, representing the Jackson-Academic/
Technical Center; Kanajah
Brown, of Canton, representing the Rankin Campus; Anaya
Peoples, of Vicksburg, representing the Vicksburg-Warren
Campus; and Donshalai Anderson, of Sawyerville, Ala., representing the Raymond Campus.
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Norwood, keynote speaker for Founders’ Day,
uses Psalm 23 to shepherd JSU into the future
By L.A. Warren
jsumsnews.com
During JSU’s 141st Founders’ Day Celebration, keynote
speaker Dr. Earlexia M. Norwood invoked a familiar Biblical passage Thursday to edify
the HBCU’s storied history
while also denouncing racism
and voter apathy.
Norwood, a JSU alum and
board-certiﬁed physician, extracted passages from the oft-repeated Psalm 23 to walk through
JSU’s trials, tribulations and
triumphs from the time it was
founded in 1877 to present day.
“The Lord is my shepherd,
and I shall not want. He maketh
me to lie down in green pastures.
He leadeth me beside the still
waters. He restoreth my soul,”
recited Norwood, the new 19th
president of the Jackson State
University National Alumni Association.
She used that passage for her
ﬁrst point to indicate that “the
foundation for the 141st celebration was October 23, 1877, at
Natchez Seminary. God was the
foundation, the inner rooms and
the ceiling,” she told a packed
audience inside the Rose E. McCoy Auditorium.
Also, Norwood noted that
while there was a great need
for equality and justice “there
was no reason to wonder about
where things would come
from.” She said people believed
at the time that God would touch
hearts, and people would “give
up their time, gifts and money.
That remains the case in 2018.”
Her next point focused on
the consequences of certain behaviors, especially when we’re
“hard-headed.” When we settle
down he’ll lead us to calm, she
assured.
“Sometimes … we don’t listen to anyone or anything, and
we have to be made to stop and
lie down. I see this often as a
physician for people who are
sleep-deprived. They’re getting
abdominal fat, headaches, nausea, vomiting, loss of memory.
And it’s all because of a lack of
sleep.”
She also is critical of “stuckin-their-way leaders who will
never see you the way you are
but the way they choose.”
During a time when the institution was changing from private to state control, Norwood
said a Mississippi legislator in
1940 opposed the institution
keeping Jackson College as its
name because he detested the
notion of a college for Negroes.
Furthermore, she said Southern governors such as Ross Barnett and George Wallace viewed
black people differently, too.
Scientiﬁc racism was another
scourge because physicians
taught and documented inaccurately that African Americans
were inferior to whites due to
smaller brains and hearts.
Her response: “A lie is a lie”
whether repeatedly verbally or
on paper.
Reﬂectively, JSU President
William B. Bynum Jr. described
Founders’ Day as a special time
to pause.
While he admitted to forgetting some holidays or birthdays,
he said observances such as
Founders’ Day demand attention
to “honor this outstanding institution.”
Bynum said, “Our duty and
responsibility is to continue the
legacy built on the shoulders of
our forefathers and foremothers.”
He then saluted former JSU
President John A. Peoples in
the audience for being “a constant force … one of the greatest
presidents in the history of this
institution.”
Then, overjoyed by the over-

Founders’ Day keynote speaker Dr. Earlexia Norwood ties JSU’s history
to Psalm 23. The president of the Jackson State University National Alumni Association explains how the HBCU overcame trials and tribulations
when racial tensions and rumors threatened its existence. She also notes
how faculty, staff, students and alumni have rallied to blunt efforts to end
its legacy.

JSU President William B. Bynum Jr. said, “Our duty and responsibility
is to continue the legacy built on the shoulders of our forefathers and
foremothers. We have a duty to take the baton.”

The chorale presents a moving rendition of “All Creatures of Our God and King” under the guidance of Loretta Galbreath, director of Choral Activities.

La’Curtis Powell, the 2018-2019 president of
the Student Government Association, delivers
greetings.
Provost Lynda Brown-Wright presides over the 141st Founders’ Day observance.

Robert Luckett, associate professor and director of the Margaret Walker Center, was chair
of Founders’ Day activities. He acknowledges
special guests and attendees.

Miss Jackson State University Gabrielle Baker
introduces keynote speaker Dr. Earlexia M.
Norwood PHOTOS BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU
whelming attendance, Bynum
told everyone “it is no mistake
or by luck that you are at this institution at this critical time. It is
God-ordained.”
He said, “Our purpose is to be
good students, faculty and staff
so we can return to those still,
calm waters … because we are
Jackson State, J-S-U.”
Later, Norwood leaned on

Hilliard Lackey and Michael Ware, a senior sociology major and
president of the Campus Activities Board, assist with ringing the
Centennial Bell in front of Ayer Hall on Founders’ Day.

Psalm to illustrate how those
nurturing, green pastures in
1877 helped JSU thrive as it developed and groomed ministers
and teachers.
Now, in 2018, she said JSU
boasts 38 departments with
nearly 2,000 students in the College of Science, Engineering and
Technology. Norwood hailed
other successful areas such as

the School of Public Health;
College of Public Service; College of Liberal Arts; College of
Education and Human Development; and the College of Business.
“As you can see, the degree
from this university means
something,” said Norwood, citing the accomplishments of
distinguished alumni. Among

these: WLBT news anchor Maggie Wade; Lillian Rose, librarian emeritus who graduated in
1940; U.S. District Judge Carlton Reeves, who was appointed
by President Barack Obama;
Cornell Brooks, former NAACP
president; and Vivian Brown, the
ﬁrst African-American woman
to serve as a meteorologist at the
Weather Channel.
Along with sports greats such
as W.C. Gordon, Robert “Bob”
Braddy and Eddie Payton, she
spotlighted her own mother,
Earlene Wilson Norris of west
Jackson, who received bachelor
and master degrees from JSU.
Norwood continued to show
how Psalm 23 is relevant to the
university today. She said JSU is
eager to experience still waters
after a wave of turbulent challenges. She recounted the story
of a city commissioner who suggested relocating the despised
JSU to Rankin County.
Then she told how R.W. Millsaps, a founder of the college
that bears his name, uprooted
JSU from State Street. She said
Millsaps “didn’t like the smell
of mules and the way kids were
meagerly dressed” in areas populated by white residents.
Despite efforts to delete the
all-black institution, she declared that JSU walked through
the valley of the shadow of death
but feared no evil because of
God’s mighty hand at work.
“There have been times in our
history where our doom was predicted or expected. And we have
risen to the occasion,” declared
Norwood. “Our demise was
thought to be imminent many
more times since that period.”
For example, she said the
death knell appeared ready
to sound when the institution
faced multiple name changes.
It went from Natchez Seminary
to Jackson College and, in 1940,
to Mississippi Negro Training School. In 1942, however,
alumni protested the latter, and
the name became Jackson College for Negro Teachers. Then,

it would become Jackson State
College.
Once again in 1974, it would
appear that rumors of JSU’s impending demise were grossly exaggerated. In that year, the institution became known as Jackson
State University under former
President Peoples, a JSU alum.
After that progress, however
Norwood said new attempts to
demolish JSU soon emerged
when a proposal began ﬂoating
to combine all HBCUs into one
school. That failed, too.
Subsequently, another storm
brewed that caused shockwaves
and hysteria. In 2016, the Mississippi Institutions of Higher
Learning announced that JSU
had enough funds to survive
only two days. Although panic
ensued, the shadow of death was
vanquished again, she said.
“Our alumni, faculty and staff
have been the life support of
this institution. We’ve survived
many shadows of death and wil
continue to do so because thy
rod and thy staff they comfor
me.”
Norwood also paid homage
to the Rev. Dr. H.P. Jacobs, the
founder of the Baptist Convention and Natchez Seminary
the birthplace of JSU. Before
Jacobs gained prominence, he
had been a runaway slave and
janitor named Samuel Hawkins
After learning to read and write
Hawkins forged freedom papers
for himself and his extended
family. Ultimately, as Jacobs, he
became a state senator and physician.
Lastly, Norwood focused on
the scripture that declared “I wil
dwell in the house forever.” She
interpreted those words to mean
“we will continue to ﬁnd a way
or make one.”
She recognized supporters of
that belief because they have
pledged to help keep JSU aﬂoat
Among these are Cortez Bryant
music manager of Lil Wayne
for setting up $500,000 scholarships; Calvin Williams, committing to donate $100,000; Maxine
Johnson, vowing to give $40 a
month and Darrian Johnson, a
physics major with a double minor in chemistry and biology, for
carrying out his duties as Mister
JSU and maintaining honor rol
status.
“Sustaining JSU is as vital to
young African Americans as is
exercising the right to vote,” she
said.
“To not vote is a vote for the
status quo.” Otherwise, she said
the consequences would be dire
“If you care about our history
you need to protect our future. If
you’re concerned about AfricanAmerican men being blocked
from entering their apartmen
building, being followed and
questioned by a fellow tenan
because he look differently, you
need to vote,” she urged.
“If you’re concerned abou
equitable pay opportunities for
women in a safe workplace
without sexual harassment, you
need to vote. If you’re concerned about male teens missing
the bus and being targeted with a
shotgun for knocking on a door
and asking for directions, you
need to vote,” she demanded.
“If you’re concerned abou
JSU being funded to educate
future Tigers, decreased enrollment, purging of students, appropriation to build a dorm
about the house of JSU lasting
forever, you need to vote,” she
blared.
“Serving is a hallmark of this
house. … I declare that this
house, after 141 years, will continue to serve until Jesus returns
… This JSU house will live forever and dwell forever. So, le
it be written; so, let it be done,”
Norwood concluded.
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Mississippi Municipal
League holds state
conference

Gov. Bryant declares fall severe
weather preparedeness week

Mississippi Link Newswire

Gov. Phil Bryant has declared Oct. 22-26 as Fall Severe Weather Preparedness
Week in Mississippi.
Mississippi is making the
transition into fall, opening
the severe weather season.
The state has been hit by 783
tornadoes in the months of
November through February since 1950, according to
the National Weather Service.
Tornadoes cause an average of
eight deaths and 108 injuries
per year in Mississippi.
In fact, a new study from
Northern Illinois University
and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) has identiﬁed signiﬁcant increasing trends of reported tornadoes and tornadic
environments in Mississippi
Click here to view article.
Severe weather extends far
beyond the impacts of damaging winds and lightning.
Flooding ranked number one
in weather related fatalities
in 2017. And in December of
2017, Mississippi experienced
heavy snow, ice and freezing
rain from the northern part of
the state to the gulf coast region.
“We may be clear of any
threat of tropical systems for
the rest of the year, but unfortunately that means we must
now prepare for other weather
impacts that affect our state,”
said Bryant. “I encourage all
Mississippians to not only
have a plan, but practice that
plan on a regular basis, so that
you are ready when severe
weather strikes.”
Federal, state and local governments have invested millions of dollars in more than
100 safe rooms across Mississippi that are intended to
protect citizens from severe
weather. The buildings are
constructed to withstand 200
mph winds. Check with your
county emergency manager to
ﬁnd out the closest one in your
area or where a local shelter
will be available.
The National Weather Service will issue a statewide test
tornado warning on NOAA
weather radios at 9:15 a.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 24. Schools,
government agencies and businesses throughout the state are
encouraged to participate in
the tornado drill.
“The state of Mississippi can
experience very active severe
weather events throughout the
year. However, most of our
tornadic activity occurs during the months of November
through May. Citizens sometimes relate severe weather
only to the spring time, but
historical data has shown us
that severe weather season
in Mississippi often starts in
the Fall and carries over into
the Winter and Spring,” said
Bill Parker, Meteorologist-in-

The Mississippi Municipal
League is holding its annual
Small Town Conference in
Vicksburg, Mississippi beginning Wednesday, October 24,
and continuing through Thursday, October 25. The purpose
of the conference is to give
municipal elected ofﬁcials, particularly those from the smaller
cities and towns, the opportunity to meet and share ideas and
challenges unique to their communities.
This conference follows a
“track-based” educational program in which attendees can
choose one of four educational
tracks to follow throughout the
conference. The tracks were
developed in hopes of providing conference attendees the
options of following a guided
schedule of sequential classes.
Track 1, titled Mayor/Board
Operations & Relations, will
provide attendees with information on their position’s role
in municipal government and
how to better perform those
duties. Track 2 is focused on
social media and will review
the basic use of social media,
highlight legal issues municipal
ofﬁcials need to be aware of,
and provide tips on how to use
social media to promote their
town. Track 3 features classes

focused on healthy communities and will provide attendees
with steps they can take to encourage healthy lifestyles for
their citizens and create better
access to healthcare. Track 4 is
a general track in which the sessions cover a variety of topics
that will assist local leaders as
they make decisions that beneﬁt
their community.
“The excellent participation
in the Small Town Conference
exempliﬁes Mississippi’s local
elected ofﬁcials’ commitment
to the continuation of their education. Citizens everywhere
should be heartened to know
that their ofﬁcials desire to be
as informed, educated and prepared as possible in order to
best serve their constituents,”
said MML President Mayor
Glen Barlow of French Camp.
Established in 1931, MML
represents 292 city, town and
village governments in Mississippi. The mission of the MML
is to help cities and towns excel through training, lobbying
at the state and federal level
and providing resources and
networking opportunities with
state, federal and private entities.
For more information about
the Mississippi Municipal
League, visit www.mmlonline.
com.

Workshop for authors
and writers, Oct. 27
Mississippi Link Newswire
Felicia Brookins is the
founder and host of InspiredResources, LLC, a literary touring
event which connects aspiring
authors and writers with the
experts necessary to help them
become successful published
authors. This workshop will
provide information writers
need to complete manuscripts,
publish and promote books.
The workshop will take place
in Jackson, Miss., Oct. 27, at
the Arts Center, 201 East Pascagoula Street at 10 a.m.
The panelists for this event
are:
C. Liegh Mcinnis of Jackson,
MS
Cenece Dixon of Aurora, CO.
Dawn Michelle Hardy of
Charlotte, NC
James and Natasha Roach of
Jackson, MS
The workshop offers attendees the following :

• An opportunity to sit and
pitch their book platform to a
literary agent and receive face
to face critique and feedback;
• Learn how a literary agent
helps you get your book to a
major publishing company;
• Proven marketing strategies
for authors;
• One on one creative writing
critique and feedback of manuscripts;
• Tips on choosing a publisher.
Swag bags and lunch will be
provided and local vendors will
be available.
Cost of the workshop is $50.
A donation will be made to the
Homeless Women’s Shelter of
Jackson consisting of trial size
lotions, soaps, shampoos and
conditioners.
Interested individuals may
contact Felicia Brookins at
Authorfeliciabrookins@gmail.
com

Mississippi Link Newswire

Charge of the National Weather Service in Jackson. “This
is why Fall Severe Weather
Preparedness Week is one of
the most important awareness
campaigns the NWS partners
with MEMA on.”
MEMA and the NWS will
focus on speciﬁc types of severe weather each day of the
week on social media and
websites. The outline is as follows:
Monday, Oct. 22: Alerts and
Warnings. There are numerous ways to receive weather
alerts from your cellphones to
weather radios to mass notiﬁcation systems.
Tuesday, Oct 23: Severe
Thunderstorms.
Lightning,
large hail and damaging winds
from severe storms can be just
as dangerous as tornadoes.
Wednesday, Oct. 24: Tornado Safety. A statewide tornado
drill will be conducted at 9:15

a.m.
Note – If rainfall is expected
during the morning, the tornado drill may be postponed
until the next clear day.
Thursday, Oct. 25: Flooding
and Flash Flooding. Flooding is the number one cause
of weather-related deaths behind heat. Remember… Turn
Around, Don’t Drown.
Thursday, Oct. 26: Winter
Weather. Surprisingly, these
winter events can affect the
Magnolia State before winter
ofﬁcially begins in late December.
Local weather information and alerts are available
through the NWS online at the
following websites:
Central Mississippi counties: www.weather.gov/jan.
Coastal Mississippi counties: www.weather.gov/mob or
www.weather.gov/lix.
Northern Mississippi coun-

ties: www.weather.gov/meg.
There are several ways to
receive severe weather warnings, like a NOAA weather
radio, or one of several applications on mobile devices.
There are a number of free
mobile applications available
for download on smart phones,
which can alert you when a
watch or warning is issued for
your area. You can download
MEMA’s free preparedness
mobile app on your phone or
tablet by searching “Mississippi EMA” in your app store.
For detailed preparedness
information, contact your
county emergency management agency, or go to MEMA’s
website at www.msema.org.
The best way to get up-todate information is to “Like”
MEMA, @msemaorg and the
National Weather Service on
Facebook, or “Follow” us on
Twitter, @msema.

Hear from Mississippi’s U.S. Senate candidates
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Nov. 6 Election Day is
drawing near, and Mississippi
Public Broadcasting is offering
voters insights on U.S. Senate
candidates and matters at stake
in a special @ISSUE program
airing at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 2 and
noon Nov. 4 on MPB Television.
MPB Producer Ashley Norwood will interview candidates in each race as they talk
about campaign platforms and

their opponents. @ISSUE host
Wilson Stribling along with
analysts Brandon Jones and
Austin Barbour will discuss the
midterm elections and the two
U.S. Senate seats up for grabs
in Mississippi.
Mississippians will vote for
two U.S. senators on the Nov.
6 ballot. In the regular election,
longtime Republican U.S. Sen.
Roger Wicker will face Democratic state Rep. David Baria of
Pascagoula.

A special nonpartisan election is also being held for the
remaining term of retired Republican U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran. The term ends in 2021.
State Agriculture Commissioner Cindy Hyde-Smith was
appointed to Cochran’s seat
in April and faces Republican
state Sen. Chris McDaniel of
Ellisville, former Democratic
Mississippi Congressman Mike
Espy of Jackson and Democrat
Tobey Bartee of Gautier.

Hyde-Smith,
McDaniel,
Espy and Bartee will run on one
ballot without their partisan afﬁliation listed. A Nov. 27 runoff
will take place if no candidate
receives 50 percent of the vote.
Tune in to @ISSUE as MPB
follows the candidates and
helps voters get to know them
before Election Day.
For more information on
MPB, visit mpbonline.org. Find
all MPB press releases here.
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Total submission to Christ
P
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
As you are
counting
the
cost, you need
to look beyond
this life. What is
it going to cost
you in eternity?
What is it going to cost you if
you keep turning down God?
Psalm 9:17 says, “The wicked
shall be turned into hell, and all
the nations that forget God.”
Friend, there is a lot of suffering in this old world, but all
the suffering in this world is not
even a drop in the ocean compared to the divine wrath that is
going to come on the sinner.
Look again at the way of
the transgressor. You should
look at it with alarm and dread.
Think and then pause for a
moment. I am begging you to
stop for a moment and think
before you take one more step
down the path of the transgressor. What are you doing? You
should run from transgression
as fast as you can and run toward God. Remember, in the
eyes of God, there are only two
kinds of people: those who are
on the road to heaven and those
who are on the road to hell.
There is no middle of the road.
Which road are you on? Yes,
salvation is a free gift, but it is
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very costly. It cost God more
than heaven can declare. It cost
Jesus the agony and the shame
of the Cross. Even today it costs
the Holy Spirit who speaks to
woo you through the gospel. If
the Holy Ghost has been talking
to you, you need to realize that
you grieve Him when you say
no. It costs everyone who truly
believes the total submission
of self to the rightful claims of
Jesus Christ on their lives and
souls. For all who would be His
for time and eternity, Jesus has
paid the high cost to offer you
the gift of salvation. Have you
paid the high cost of accepting?
Please do not pay the high
cost of dying in sin. I am telling you, friend, it is more than
you want to pay. If things in
your life are not what they need
to be, you can come before the
Lord and ﬁnd forgiveness. Just
as the prodigal son found a living father back home, you will
ﬁnd a Heavenly Father who is
ready to forgive you and restore
you to the place where you
ought to be.
The wise person will not experience the hard ways of the
transgressor. If you are a wise
person, you will learn from the
suffering of others. You will
avoid the path of wickedness
that you see in others’ lives and
where it has led them. Indeed,
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if you are a wise person, you
will recognize that obedience
to God’s commandments is the
best life available. You will say,
“I want Jesus as my Savior,”
and you will also say, “I want
Him as my Lord.” The only
way you can have Him as your
Savior is to accept Him as your
Lord.
Have you counted the cost?
Have you thought about eternity? I have been honest with
you. I have told you what it is
going to cost you both ways. If
you do not get saved, it is going to cost you in this life and in
the life to come. What are you
going to do? What decisions are
you going to make. I want you
to think about these things as
you count the cost.
Look at others and look
where sin led them. Look at
what it cost them. It often involves its victims in utter disgrace. How many have fallen
out of respectability? How
many have left the country or
retired into obscurity because
of the reputation transgression
has given them?
Transgression will leave you
with a bad reputation. It often
causes extreme suffering and
anguish. You can go to the prisons and look at those who are
shut off from society. Do you
know what they say? “The way

of the transgressor is hard.” You
can go to the mental institutions and see what sin has done.
If they have their right minds at
all, they would say: “The way
of the transgressor is hard.” If
you go to the hospitals and see
folks groaning with pain and
disease, you will see some who
are suffering because of sin.
Life does not start out that way,
but that is the end of it, because
the wages of sin is death.
We read in Romans 6:23
these words; “For the wages of
sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” You are free
to choose between two masters,
but you are not free to manipulate the consequences of your
choice.
Each of the two masters pays
with his own kind of currency.
The currency of sin is death.
This is all you can expect or
hope for in the life without
God. Christ’s currency is eternal life – new life with God that
begins on earth and continues
forever with God. What choice
have you made?
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. He is a member
of the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind.
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The strength
of trees
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
“The
wind
makes the tree
stronger” was what
I was told a few
weeks ago when
I shared with a
professional landscaper about my lack of knowledge about trees. He explained
that the tree grows stronger as it
blows in the wind because it develops a stronger trunk and roots. To
be honest, I wished I known that
little fact nearly 5 years ago when
I was so excited about becoming
a homeowner but was so stressed
about the tree in my front yard.
Even though I knew that a new
tree was included in the homebuilder’s package, I have to admit
that I was a little disappointed that
for the ﬁrst few years the tree in
my front yard looked more like the
Charlie Brown Christmas tree. It
had a thin trunk smaller than my
wrists and no leaves at all the ﬁrst
few months. I tried to trust my
landscaper’s assurances that over
time it would grow tall and have
beautiful reddish orange leaves.
One day, I shared with her my
concerns that the tree would break
during the ﬁrst strong rain storm
and she told me to get tree stakes
to anchor the tree until it became
stronger.
I did what she said but the ﬁrst
strong winds and heavy rain that
came a few weeks later made me
very nervous. As I watched the
tree bend and sway in the downpour, I was convinced it would not
survive the night. I expected to

see its thin limbs and leaves scattered in my front yard the next day.
However, when I woke up the next
day, I was pleasantly surprised:
the tree was still standing with the
same leaves on it. How was that
even possible?
Over the years, I’ve watched my
small tree grow into a sturdy tree
that seems to easily withstand high
winds and rain. And I ﬁnally took
the tree anchor ropes off earlier
this year after a friend said that the
tree didn’t need them anymore. He
said that keeping the ropes on the
tree would actually keep it from
growing.
My concerns about my front
yard tree reminds me of Psalms
1:1-3 which says that “He shall be
like a tree planted by the rivers of
water, that brings forth its fruit in
its season, whose leaf also shall
not wither; and whatever he does
shall prosper.” Much like trees, we
actually get stronger as we endure
storms. Sometimes these storms
force us to spend more time reading God’s word or praying for
Godly direction.
What actually happens is that
by turning to God in the midst of
a storm, we begin to develop deeper spiritual roots. We may bend
and even feel like we are going
to break but, in the end, we will
become stronger by developing a
deeper connection with God.
Shewanda Riley is a Dallas,
Texas based author of “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose After a Relationship
Ends.” Email her at preservedbypurpose@gmail.com or follow her
on Twitter @shewanda.
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Remember Dr. Christine
Blasey Ford: Mobilize the
“mob” to march on ballot
boxes to eradicate Trumpism

www.mississippilink.com

Andrew Gillum
is not corrupt!
By Rev. Dr. R. B. Holmes Jr.
Trice Edney Newswire

Ford
By Dr. Ron Daniels
Trice Edney Newswire
We must never forget the humble,
digniﬁed and courageous testimony
of Dr. Christine Blasey Ford before
the Senate Judiciary Committee. With
no outside witnesses being called, the
hearing was deliberately rigged to be a
“she said, he said” spectacle.
We must never forget the biased
treatment of Ford by the committee’s Chairman Charles Grassley, who
complimented her for coming into the
lion’s den, and then attempted to discredit her in his opening statement. He
also slammed Senator Diane Feinstein,
ranking member of the committee, another woman, for messing up the coronation of the “choir boy,” Judge Brett
Kavanaugh, by not violating Ford’s explicit wish that her story be held conﬁdential until she was prepared to make
it public.
Grassley and the Republicans were
more concerned about the “process”
than a credible allegation of sexual assault. To add insult to injury, the hearing
proceeded with the cowardly, Republican white men hiding behind a hired
hit woman, Rachel Mitchell, Esq., to
do their dirty work.Through it all Blasey Ford, who volunteered that she was
“terriﬁed,” calmly and courageously
told her story, emphatically asserting
that she was “100 percent certain” that
it was a youthful, drunken Brett Kavanaugh who viciously and violently assaulted her.
The whole world witnessed her courage and determination to come forth
under adverse circumstances, an unlevel playing ﬁeld, to tell her story as
a matter of non-partisan civic duty. She
was believable and credible. She told
the truth. Then came the calculated, angry, deﬁant, belligerent, hyper-partisan
testimony of the “choir boy,” Kavanaugh, who proclaimed that he was “100
percent certain” that he did not assault
Ford.
The cowardly Republican senators
quickly pushed Rachel Mitchell aside,
tripping over themselves for a turn to
heap praise on Kavanaugh for his judicial record and life of public service.
They expressed sorrow and outrage
over the shameful way he was treated in
having to face a decades old accusation
based on “no corroborating evidence.”
Suddenly, the alleged perpetrator of the
sexual assault against Ford was being
treated as if he were the victim.
When the Democratic members
sought to question Kavanaugh, he arrogantly tried to turn the tables by refusing to answer or posing questions back
to the senators. When Mr. “choir boy”
was asked about reports by high school
and college classmates that he drank
heavily, he cavalierly dismissed the inquiries and even insulted Senator Amy
Klobuchar, another woman, by asking
her if she had ever drank too much.
The sense of privilege and entitlement
oozed out of every pore in his body. Kavanaugh lied about his habitual drunkenness and if he lied about that, he most
certainly lied about assaulting Ford.
The image of this angry, deﬁant, bellicose, arrogant, truth-denying man interrogating the members of the Judiciary

Committee is a spectacle that should
forever be seared into our consciousness.We must never forget the legions
of women and men who courageously
organized protest rallies and demonstrations in support of Ford and marched
into the halls of Congress to challenge
senators to believe Ford’s truth.
For a brief moment a memorable encounter in an elevator, with wavering,
retiring Senator Jeff Flake of Arizona,
gave rise to hope that an FBI investigation would reveal the lies of the choir
boy and validate Ford’s truth. But, the
White House deliberately limited the
scope of the investigation in a manner
that rendered it a charade. Neither Ford,
Kavanaugh or scores of witnesses to the
choir boy’s drunkenness and out of control behavior were interviewed. It was
sham foisted on the American people
under the guise of conducting a thorough investigation.
The white men, who controlled the
process, were not interested in justice,
they had a political agenda; the decisive
control of the Supreme Court to sanction their retrograde policies for decades to come.
Finally, against the backdrop of the
choir boy’s belligerent behavior during
the fake hearing, we must never forget
the “orange man’s” despicable, repeated mocking of Ford at a campaign rally
and his subsequent characterization of
the women and men who marched, rallied and protested to support her as a
“mob;” a label that was subsequently
echoed by Grassley, Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell and Senator
Lindsey Graham to feed “red meat” to
the Republican base and ﬁre them up
for the mid-term elections.
These white men readily put power
over principle and their political agenda
over the truth of a victim of sexual assault; they spat in the face of the untold
thousands, if not millions of victims
of sexual assault, by insulting demonstrators, many of whom were women
by branding them a “mob.” But, “truth
crushed to earth will rise again.” The
“mob” of righteous, indignant people,
some of whom have never voted before, must be mobilized to rise up and
deﬁantly march on ballot boxes with
the words “we remember Dr. Christine
Blasey Ford” reverberating through-out
the land.
Lest the nation forget, the images of
the “orange man” mocking Ford should
be replayed repeatedly on social media
platforms and in campaign commercials. The vile ugliness of Trumpism
and all that it represents must be eradicated and the cleansing must begin with
the massive, irresistible mobilization
of the “mob” to march on ballot boxes
November 6 in the critical mid-term
elections. We remember Dr. Christine
Blasey Ford!
Ron Daniels is president of the Institute of the Black World 21st Century
and Distinguished Lecturer Emeritus,
York College City University of New
York. His weekly radio show, Vantage
Point can be heard Mondays 3-5 p.m.
on WBAI, 99.5 FM, Paciﬁca in New
York, streaming live via WBAI.org. To
send a message Daniels can be reached
via email at info@ibw21.org

The television campaign advertisement that is currently being run
by the Republican Party, basically
saying that Mayor Andrew Gillum
is corrupt, is demeaning, disturbing,
disingenuous and dishonest. Gillum
is not corrupt. He is competent; he is
capable; he is caring; he is conﬁdent
and he is courageous.
Listen, I am fully aware that politics is a rough and tough craft and it
is not for the faint of heart, nor the
thin-skinned. Nevertheless, our politics should be better than this. It’s not
about “the politics of personal destruction.” It is unfortunate and ugly
that his opponent has taken this negative approach to belittle and smear
the character of Gillum.
The Florida gubernatorial race
should be about which candidate
has the best ideas, policies and vision that can move this great state
forward. Florida deserves better. I
believe that Gillum is uniquely prepared and qualiﬁed to become our
next governor. I have known Gillum
for half of his young and impressive
life. He is decent, digniﬁed and positively driven to make a difference for
all “Floridians.”
Gillum is not corrupt! You may
disagree with some of his policies.
That is fair game. But to say he is
corrupt is incorrect, inexplicable and
shameful. This young man is a trans-

Gillum
formational leader. I have observed
him closely in various leadership positions.
Gillum served faithfully and skillfully as the Student Government Association president at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University
(FAMU). He was a studious, steadfast, signiﬁcant and strategic thinker
as a member of FAMU’s Board of
Trustees. He became the youngest
elected Tallahassee city commissioner. As a commissioner, he brought
vibrancy, vision, value and valor to
that commission. As our mayor, he
has been a voice for distressed communities, a ﬁghter for the disenfran-

chised, and an astute problem solver.
The mayor is not perfect, but he
is prepared, positive, persistent and
principled.
Let me be clear. Vote for whomever you want to for governor. However, if you want a governor who will
ﬁght for better wages, Gillum is the
man. If you want Medicaid expanded
for the poor and sick, Gillum is your
man. If you want the civil rights of
former felons restored, Gillum is
your man.
If you want Florida’s archaic
“Stand your ground law” to be
amended or ended, Gillum is your
man. If you want clean water, beautiful beaches, a pristine environment
and environmental justice, Gillum
is your man. If you want to see the
minimum wage increased to $15
per hour, Gillum is your man. If you
want common sense gun laws, Gillum is your man. If you want better
schools, safer schools, innovative
schools, Gillum is your man. If you
want somebody who will work to
save, strengthen and sustain the four
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) in this sunshine
state, then Gillum is your man.
On Nov. 6, it is your choice: Andrew Gillum is not corrupt! He is a
champion for the people! Be encouraged.
Rev. Dr. R. B. Holmes Jr., is publisher of the Capital Outlook Newspaper in Tallahassee, Fla.

Georgia’s race for governor
soiled by a conﬂict of interest
By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO
National Urban League
What if Georgia
played Alabama in
football and the lead
referee was playing
quarterback for Alabama? Would we assume the rules are
being equally enforced? Would Georgians worry that the ﬁx was in? Football thrives on a level playing ﬁeld.
There is no way the University of
Georgia or Southeastern Conference
ofﬁcials would accept such an obvious conﬂict of interest. Yet, Georgia’s
gubernatorial contest is scarred by a
similarly unacceptable conﬂict. Brian
Kemp, the Republican secretary of
state – the ofﬁcial who makes and
enforces election rules – is running
against Stacey Abrams, the ﬁrst African-American woman to be nominated for governor in the state’s history.
Kemp has refused to recuse himself
or quit to ensure that a neutral ofﬁcial
is in charge of the election rules.
What would be utterly unacceptable in a football game is somehow
supposed to be swallowed in an election contest over who will lead the
state. Kemp isn’t a passive secretary
of state. A proud right-wing hardliner,
he is notorious for trying to ﬁnd ways
to suppress the vote, particularly the
vote of African Americans.

As Myrna Perez, deputy director of
the Brennan Center for Justice told
The New York Times: “Georgia has
been a cause for concern for a number of policies, ranging from polling
place closures to technical blocking
of registration and purges.”
Kemp has implemented an “exact match” voter ID system that requires voters to bring IDs that exactly
match their registration records. In
August, Georgians learned of a plan
to close most of the polling stations
in a predominantly black county. The
outrage was such that the plan was
abandoned. Civil rights groups ﬁled
a lawsuit last week challenging the
“exact match” voter registration law.
The Associated Press reported that
Kemp has held up the registrations
of 53,000 voters, 70 percent of them
African-American, in a state with a
population that is 32 percent black.
Many people on that list may not
even know their voter registration has
been held up.
Abrams is reaching out across the
state to get voters to register and vote,
across lines of race. Not surprisingly,
she sees Kemp’s actions as biased:
“This is simply a redux of a failed
system that is both designed to scare
people out of voting and … for those
who are willing to push through,
make it harder for them to vote.”
Kemp responded not as a neutral
state elections ofﬁcial, but as a par-

tisan candidate, accusing Abrams of
being afraid to run on her record and
“using fear to fund-raise.”
Kemp claims that it has never been
easier to register in Georgia. His conﬂict of interest, however, makes that
hard to believe. Other secretaries of
state have stepped down when deciding to run for ofﬁce. Kemp’s refusal
to do so undermines not only his
word, but the credibility of his ofﬁce. Georgia, like other states in the
South, has a long and dark history of
voter suppression.
After Justice John Roberts and the
conservative gang of ﬁve on the Supreme Court gutted the Voting Rights
Act, many states, particularly those
in the South controlled by Republicans, rolled out new voter suppression laws. Nothing could be more
corrosive to democratic elections and
to Georgia’s effort to become a leader
of the New South. The election is less
than a month away.
Abrams offers Georgians a new
day, one that will attract interest
around the world. Kemp remains the
referee and the Republican candidate,
a throwback to an age that few in
Georgia and the South would want to
return. We all have an interest in elections that are free and fair. Democracy depends on that. The legitimacy of
our ofﬁcials depends on that. It is too
bad that Kemp has chosen to ignore
that basic principle.
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Jackson dentists Medicaid initiatives reduced opioid
open their doors
use by more than 25 percent
for 7th Annual
in some of America’s most
“Operation Troop
challenged communities
Treats”
The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Children and families in
the Jackson area will have a
chance to exchange Halloween candy for toys and send
deployed U.S. troops, veterans and ﬁrst responders a
“sweet” reminder this holiday
season that they are appreciated for their service during
Operation Troop Treats, an
annual candy exchange hosted by Kool Smiles in partnership with Operation Gratitude.
From Saturday, Oct. 27
through Saturday, Nov. 3,
children and families are encouraged to visit the following Kool Smiles dental ofﬁce
to exchange their Halloween
candy for toys:
Kool Smiles Jackson – 989
Ellis Ave, Jackson, MS 39209.
Phone: (601) 354-3557
Kool Smiles Jackson-North
State – 4463 N. State Street,
Jackson, MS 39206. Phone:
(601) 714-2908.
All area families are invited
to participate and candy can
be donated any time during
regular ofﬁce hours. All donated candy will be sent in
care packages to U.S. service
members stationed overseas
and area veterans and ﬁrst responders via Operation Gratitude.
“Operation Troop Treats
promotes healthy dental habits during Halloween, and
brings a little bit of holiday
joy to U.S. service members deployed overseas and
those who are with us here at
home,” said Dr. David Moore,
area dental director for Kool
Smiles. “Many of our patient families and employees
are current or former service
members, so this is a small
way for us to share a smile
with our troops and say thank
you to those who sacriﬁce so
much to ensure our safety and
security.”
In addition to the candy
shipment, Kool Smiles dentists will donate 200 dental
care kits and the funds to
cover the assembly and shipment of 200 Operation Gratitude care packages ﬁlled with
letters of appreciation, food,
entertainment and hygiene
items and other sweet reminders of home.
Operation Gratitude is a

501(c)(3),
volunteer-based
organization that annually
produces more than 200,000
care packages for U.S. service
members deployed in harm’s
way, their children, wounded
heroes, veterans, new recruits
and ﬁrst responders.
“Operation Gratitude’s mission is to thank all who serve,
bridging the divide between
grateful Americans and the
heroes who serve and protect
them,” said Kevin Schmiegel,
Lieutenant Colonel, USMC
(Ret.) and CEO, Operation
Gratitude. “The Halloween
Candy Give-Back Program
provides every American
child the opportunity to learn
about service, sacriﬁce and
generosity.”
Every child that comes in
can receive one toy for every
25 pieces of unopened candy
in its original packaging. The
program is open to everyone,
regardless of whether they are
Kool Smiles patients. There is
a limit of three toys per child
and toys are distributed on a
ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis.
Americans spend an estimated $2.5 billion on a whopping 600 million pounds of
Halloween Candy each year.
In 2017, more than four tons
of donated candy was sent to
deployed U.S. troops through
Operation Troop Treats. Kool
Smiles is encouraging area
families to help exceed last
year’s candy contribution.
Brushing twice daily and
getting regular dental checkups is vital for people of all
ages. However, Halloween is
an especially important time
for parents to pay close attention to their children’s dental
health and sugar intake.
“Operation Troop Treats is
a fun way to teach children
about the importance of giving back, making others smile
and in the process, learning
about how to avoid cavities,”
Dr. Moore explained. “Reducing the frequency of sugar
intake can help combat tooth
decay during the holiday
season and Operation Troop
Treats allows us to share the
sweetness.”
For more information on
the program, including the
nearest Kool Smiles location,
please visit www.operationtrooptreats.com

AmeriHealth Caritas, a national leader in Medicaid managed care and other health care
solutions for those most in need,
announced recently the impact of
its proprietary Opioid Blueprint,
a comprehensive, multipronged
approach to preventing and combating substance use disorders.
From 2013-2017, the company
saw in its Pennsylvania markets a
39 percent decrease in opioid prescription claims and a 38 percent
increase in utilization of medication-assisted treatment (MAT).
Across all of its markets from
2015-2017, the company continued to see a 26 percent drop in
opioid use and a 12 percent jump
in utilization of MAT – reducing the potential for substance
use disorders and increasing the
total number of members engaged in recovery. Additionally,
AmeriHealth Caritas has seen a
signiﬁcant increase in the number
of opioid users engaged through
its integrated care management
program and other wrap-around
support services.
“AmeriHealth Caritas is driving improved health outcomes
to some of the most challenged
communities in the country,”
said Dr. Andrea Gelzer, senior
vice president, medical affairs for
AmeriHealth Caritas. “This frontline approach and personalized
interface have given us a deeper
understanding of the opioid crisis and helped to fully inform the
best practices in our blueprint that
are leading to our successes.”
The AmeriHealth Caritas Opioid Blueprint has three core focuses: pharmacy interventions,
provider support, and member
engagement strategies. To date,
the company’s successes have
been driven by:
Interventions at the time of dispensing aimed at appropriate duration and strength of prescribed
opioid medications.
Removal of prior authorization
requirements to enhance access
to many MAT therapies.
Ampliﬁed care management of
high-risk populations.
Increased access to naloxone
(Narcan).
Effective interventions with
members and providers to isolate
and impact high usages.
Pharmacy Interventions.
Pharmacists are often the most
accessible health care provider
and can be a frequent point of
contact between patients and the
health care system. As a result,

AARP welcomes Jackson, MS as the
latest member of its Network
of Age-Friendly States and Communities
The Mississippi Link Newswire
What: Jackson, Mississippi
will be inducted into the AARP
Network of Age-Friendly Communities. As the latest city to sign
on to the network, Jackson’s civic
leaders will have access to global
resources and information on agefriendly best practices, models of
assessment and implementation,
and the experiences of towns and
cities around the world.
When: 2:30 p.m., Monday,
Oct. 22, 2018
Where: Jackson City Hall, 219
S. President Street, Ceremonial
Ofﬁce (1st Floor)
Why: The AARP Network of
Age-Friendly Communities helps
participating communities be-

come great places for people of all
ages by adopting features such as
safe, walkable streets; better housing and transportation options;
access to key services; and opportunities for residents to participate
in civic and community activities.
Who: Mayor Chokwe Antar
Lumumba, Esq.
AARP Mississippi State Director Kimberly L. Campbell, Esq.
AARP Mississippi State President Gwendolyn S. Prater, Ph.D.
AARP is the nation’s largest
nonproﬁt, nonpartisan organization dedicated to empowering Americans 50 and older to
choose how they live as they age.
With nearly 38 million members and ofﬁces in every state,

the District of Columbia, Puerto
Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands,
AARP works to strengthen communities and advocate for what
matters most to families with a
focus on health security, ﬁnancial
stability and personal fulﬁllment.
AARP also works for individuals in the marketplace by sparking new solutions and allowing
carefully chosen, high-quality
products and services to carry the
AARP name. As a trusted source
for news and information, AARP
produces the world’s largest circulation publications, AARP The
Magazine and AARP Bulletin.
To learn more, visit www.aarp.
org or follow @AARP and @
AARPadvocates on social media.

pharmacists play a critical role
in helping health plans combat
the opioid crisis because they
can directly identify patients who
may be abusing opioids and intervene to prevent further abuse.
By offering more intensive coordination and educational tools for
better prescribing, AmeriHealth
Caritas is making inroads in preventing fraud, waste and abuse
and progressively lowering maximum allowed dosing of opioid
medications.
Key aspects of this approach
include:
Implementation of Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and state prescribing
guidelines: AmeriHealth Caritas
has implemented recommended
prescribing limits on day supply
and maximal dosing allowed for
members new to opioids in our
markets.
Analytics: The company’s data
analytics capabilities are being
optimized to identify inappropriate prescribing and utilization patterns. This process includes standardizing data reporting across
the enterprise and responding to
geographical data trends.
Pharmacy lock-ins: In all of
its jurisdictions, based on utilization patterns, AmeriHealth
Caritas is identifying members
receiving opioid prescriptions
from multiple providers in order
to maximize referrals to lock-in
programs, which align patients to
one speciﬁc pharmacy and prescriber to better monitor services
and reduce inappropriate use of
controlled substances.
“Our company keenly understands the importance of contributing to viable solutions to this
crisis. Maximizing pharmacy
lock-ins, using analytics to better understand the problem, and
successfully working to decrease
new starts are providing the
right foundation for progress,”
said Mesﬁn Tegenu, president of
PerformRx, a pharmacy beneﬁts
management company wholly
owned by AmeriHealth Caritas.
“While we will continue to explore all avenues to help decrease
opioid misuse in the nation, it will
take a concentrated, holistic approach to successfully tackle this
problem.”
Provider Support
Providers face the challenge
of minimizing the potential for
misuse of medications, while
balancing a patient’s access to
appropriate prescriptions and
adequate pain control. New and

comprehensive education pathways for providers, including alternate pain treatment modalities
and cognitive support, along with
identiﬁcation of high-risk prescribing patterns are important to
help stem the opioid crisis.
Key aspects of this approach
include:
Education: According to a
2011 study in the Journal of Pain,
physicians receive just nine hours
of training on properly prescribing medications while in medical
school. AmeriHealth Caritas is
ensuring access to comprehensive training programs for providers in our networks to promote
evidence-based prescribing, as
well as alternative therapeutic options for opioids.
Systematic Analysis: AmeriHealth Caritas is also using data
analytics to further identify predictive risk factors for prescribing
and to more meaningful, effective and efﬁcient conversations
with our providers. The company
uses data to proactively address
patterns of overprescribing and
clinically inappropriate utilization, and more importantly, make
sure its provider networks are
aware of the availability of care
management resources, cognitive
therapy support, in-network multidisciplinary pain centers, and
covered non-opioid and alternative pain therapies.
Expanding access to care:
AmeriHealth Caritas is making
comprehensive, multi-disciplinary addiction and recovery services more accessible to its members. The company partners with
specialized treatment and recovery providers to expand access
to evidence-based treatment and
recovery services, thus increasing the likelihood of member success.
“One of the biggest challenges
in ﬁghting the opioid epidemic
is increasing access to treatment
for the disease of addiction,”
said Gregory Marotta, CEO and
president of CleanSlate, a pioneer and leader in outpatient addiction medicine. “CleanSlate is
grateful for the active relationship with AmeriHealth Caritas to
help us reach, educate and treat
people who are in need of assistance. The strong support of
AmeriHealth Caritas is the kind
of alliance that helps save lives in
communities across the country
which have been hard-hit by this
health crisis.”
Member Engagement
AmeriHealth Caritas encour-

ages its members to make safe
choices about opioids through
its education materials and outreach. By raising awareness
about prescription opioid misuse
and overdose, the company helps
members understand risk reduction strategies as well as available
non-opioid treatment options.
Additionally, AmeriHealth Caritas is optimizing its care management capabilities by proactively
identifying and engaging at-risk
members and wrapping them
with intervention and follow-up
services through its care management program. Nearly half of
all opioid users in AmeriHealth
Caritas’ member population have
been impacted in some way by its
integrated care management program.
Key aspects of this approach
include:
Engagement:
AmeriHealth
Caritas is actively engaging
members who have been prescribed high-dose opioid therapy
and tailoring personalized interventions and education efforts
based on the member’s level of
risk. The company is also making
naloxone available to those who
need it, and as a result, has seen
naloxone use increase by 270 percent.
Peer recovery specialists:
AmeriHealth Caritas uses peer
support specialists for several
special populations, including
pregnant women and very high
utilizers of medical services. Peer
support specialists provide faceto-face engagement with members in their communities and
ongoing support.
Specialized programs: AmeriHealth Caritas has enhanced the
identiﬁcation and intervention
process for its Bright Start®
maternity care management
program, which provides comprehensive maternity care management services to reduce the
incidence of pregnancy-related
complications and improve birth
outcomes. The company also offers specialized support services
to members to address opioid use
during pregnancy. AmeriHealth
Caritas has seen maternal opioid
pain medication use decrease
over the course of a pregnancy by
11.2 percent.
“The collaboration between
Crozer-Keystone Health System
and AmeriHealth Caritas has resulted in a robust program that
has improved the standard of
care for an at-risk population in a
meaningful and tangible way.

CLASSIFIED
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LEGAL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
JAN TERMINAL MODERNIZATION FEASIBILITY STUDY
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
PROJECT NO. 009-18
OCTOBER 17, 2018

Procurement Specialist, as follows:

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Proposal”) for Jan Terminal Modernization Feasibility Study as it relates to the development of a Terminal Planning Study (Terminal Plan) for Jackson-Medgar
Wiley Evers International Airport.
JMAA will receive Proposals at the ofﬁces of JMAA, Suite 300, Main Terminal
Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International
Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on
November 23, 2018 (the “Deadline”).
JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for
Proposals (“RFP”) is on ﬁle and open for public inspection at the ofﬁces of
JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General
Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and
Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information
for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Mr. Deuntagus Herndon, JMAA’s

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Ofﬁce Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Deuntagus Herndon, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 360-8622
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: dherndon@jmaa.com
or from JMAA’s website at https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procurement/
Based on the Proposals received, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3)
Respondents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services.
JMAA will initiate negotiations with the Respondent ranked ﬁrst on the list. If
such negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the
ﬁrst-ranked Respondent and follow the same process with the other Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters
into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

LEGAL
Advertisement for Bids
Bid 3082 Food Service Warehouse Food Products
Bid 3083 Food Service Warehouse Paper & Stock Supplies
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Ofﬁce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time) November 13, 2018, at which time and place they will be

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 20% for the Services solicited by this RFP.
10/18/2018 10/25/2018

publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right
to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-ﬁve calendar days from the date bids
are opened. Proposal forms and detailed speciﬁcations may be obtained free
of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799,
or documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from
JPS website at HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.
k12.ms.us.
10/25/2018, 11/1/2018

10/18/2018 10/25/2018 11/1/2018

LEGAL

Garrett
Enterprises
Building

10/25/2018, 11/1/2018, 11/8/2018

Plot for Sale
Garden Memorial Park Cemetery
8001 US 49, Jackson, MS
Plot # 1A-76-1
Call 601-209-1504 or 323-806-2044

(Near Jackson Medical Mall)
2659 Livingston Road
Jackson, MS 39213

10/11/2018, 10/18/2018, 10/25/2018, 11/1/2018, 11/8/2018

2500 Square Feet
Call: 601-209-9199

© Feature Exchange

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason,
any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA
to perform the Services.

LEGAL

Office
Space
for Rent

Sudoku Solution

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 2:00 p.m. Central Standard
Time on October 31, 2018, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine
Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at
the Pre-Submission Conference is highly encouraged for all those interested
in submitting Proposals as a Prime Consultant for the Services and persons
seeking opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant. The beneﬁts of
attendance include networking opportunities between Prime Consultant and
Sub-Consultants, as well as the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will
be published to interested parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Submission Conference; and a detailed review of the scope of work. No additional
conferences or meetings will be scheduled.

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange
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LEGAL
REQUEST FOR
PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES
OF THE
JACKSON ZOOLOGICAL PARK

The City of Jackson, Department of Parks and Recreation is seeking assistance from management ﬁrms or individuals desiring to provide professional management services at a City of Jackson facility, known as Jackson
Zoological Park, located at 2918 West Capitol Street, Jackson, Mississippi.
Professional management ﬁrms or individuals that may be interested in
contracting with the City of Jackson for such services are hereby invited
to submit a response to this request in accordance with the requirements
set forth herein.

Sealed Professional Management Service packets will be received by the
City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at the Post Ofﬁce Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205,
until 3:30 p.m., local time, November 13, 2018.

The bid advertises August 29, 2018 through November 1, 2018; however,
bids will be accepted, and are to be stamped by the City Clerk, prior to the
November 13, 2018, 3:30 p.m. deadline. Bid Opening Date: November
13, 2018.

This Request For Professional Management Services is also being posted
on the Central Bidding website at: https://www.centralauctionhouse.com/
main.php. You may submit your bids electronically through this provider.
Packets may also be secured from the Department of Parks and Recreation, 1000 Metro Center, Suite 104, Jackson, Mississippi, 39209, telephone number (601) 960-0471.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on September 5, 2018, from 1:30 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m., local time, in the City of Jackson Metro Conference Room, located at 1000 Metro Center, Suite 104, Jackson, MS 39209. All interested
parties are encouraged to attend.

Professional Management Service packets shall be submitted in triplicate,
sealed and deposited with the City of Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour
and date designated above. Each bidder shall write its certiﬁcate of responsibility number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing its
proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all Professional
Management Service packets and to waive any and all informalities.

Ison B. Harris, Jr., Director
Department of Parks and Recreation

Dr. Robert Blaine, Chief Administrative
Ofﬁcer (CAO)
Ofﬁce of the Mayor
8/30/2018, 9/6/2018, 9/13/2018, 9/20/2018, 9/27/2018,
10/4/2018, 10/11/2018, 10/18/2018, 10/25/2018, 11/1/2018
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PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortiﬁcation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
C A N T O N
A&I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road

VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road
C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue
R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

NATIONAL
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School grading practices Are
inaccurate and inequitable
to black Children

www.mississippilink.com

Young medical
worker executed
By Boko Haram Caliphate
TriceEdneyWire.com/GIN

Teachers go to great lengths to identify what percentage quizzes, homework, tests, extra credit
and class participation count towards the overall grade, but the seemingly objective way educators
determine grades are often inaccurate, hide student achievement, and actually perpetuate achievement gaps. PHOTO: ISTOCKPHOTO / NNPA
By Joe Feldman
Crescendo Education Group
The battle for equity in our schools is not
only a ﬁght to guarantee access to great teaching and high-quality learning environments,
programs, and materials. The battle for equity
also includes the practices and policies that
teachers use to describe students’ success or
failure in school.
An issue often overlooked, grading, is of
critical importance. Grades determine so
many decisions made about our children:
whether they are promoted, qualify to play
on the athletic ﬁeld, graduate, receive scholarships and get accepted to college. Unfortunately, in too many schools and classrooms,
teachers often unwittingly assign grades in
ways that are unfair and make success more
difﬁcult for black and other underserved children. Teachers go to great lengths to identify
what percentage quizzes, homework, tests, extra credit and class participation count towards

the overall grade, but the seemingly objective
way educators determine grades are often inaccurate, hide student achievement and actually perpetuate achievement gaps.

COMMENTARY
First, teachers inject subjectivity and biases into their grading. In much the way that
schools’ disciplinary actions often disproportionately punish African-American, Latino,
low-income and students with special needs,
too often traditional grading practices are
often corrupted by implicit racial, class and
gender biases that affect individual teachers’
grading. Teachers often include in grades a
student’s “effort” or “participation” – a subjective judgment about that student which
may have nothing to do with how much the
student has learned.

Grading

Continued on page 17

“We urge you: spare and release
these women,” begged Patricia Danzi, director of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Africa.
“Like all those abducted, they are not
part of any ﬁght.”
“They are daughters and sisters,
one is a mother – women with their
futures ahead of them, children to
raise and families to return to.”
Nonetheless, the Islamic State
West Africa Province (ISWAP), a
self-declared caliphate of Boko Haram, rejected their entreaties and
executed 24 year old Hauwa Liman,
an aide worker. The insurgents further vowed to make another captive,
schoolgirl Leah Sharibu, a slave for
life.
In a video seen by some journalists, Hauwa was forced to kneel
down, with her hands tied inside a
white hijab, and was then shot at a
close range.
A midwife with ICRC, Saifura
Ahmed, who had been abducted at
the same time, was executed by Boko
Haram in September.
ISWAP said the two women were
killed because they were Murtads
(apostates) by the group because they
were once Muslims that abandoned
their Islam when they chose to work
with the Red Cross.
The 24-year-old nurse and student
of Health Education at the University
of Maiduguri was among the three
aid workers abducted in an attack on

Hauwa Liman
a heavily-guarded military facility in
the small town of Rann, Borno State
March 1, 2018.
The insurgents also abducted Alice
Loksha Ngaddah, a nurse and mother
of two and Saifura Husseini Ahmed,
a midwife. Four soldiers and four policemen were also killed.
“From today, Sharibu and Ngaddah are now our slaves,” it said.
“Based on our doctrines, it is now
lawful for us to do whatever we want
to do with them.”
Regrets from Nigerian Information Minister Lai Mohammed did not
persuade some Nigerian citizens that
the government had done all it could
possibly do to free the women.
Dr Dípò (@OgbeniDipo), writing
on The Nigerian Guardian, commented: “If she was a child of the

elite, perhaps there would be more
urgency and this wouldn’t happen.”
Dr Chima Matthew Amadi (@
AMADICHIMA) wrote: Hauwa
Leman was executed by ISWAP according to reports. We had 10 days to
save her life but we were busy. Busy
with politics; busy with useless executive order; busy with nothing. Sorry
Hauwa, Nigeria failed you, like we
failed Anita yesterday and countless
others.”
Meanwhile, a new entry into the
political race for the presidency is
Obiageli Ezekwesili. In 2014, Ezekwesili, a graduate of Harvard and
a founding director of Transparency
International, captured the world’s
attention with #BringBackOurGirls,
a campaign to rescue 276 schoolgirls
who had been kidnapped in Chibok,
Nigeria.
In announcing a presidential bid
Oct. 7, the former World Bank ofﬁcial now hopes to upend establishment politics in Africa’s most populous country.
Global Information Network creates and distributes news and feature
articles on current affairs in Africa
to media outlets, scholars, students
and activists in the U.S. and Canada.
Our goal is to introduce important
new voices on topics relevant to
Americans, to increase the perspectives available to readers in North
America and to bring into their view
information about global issues that
are overlooked or under-reported by
mainstream media.
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FILM REVIEW:

INDIVISIBLE
IRAQ WAR DRAMA RECOUNTS

ARMY CHAPLAIN’S REAL-LIFE ORDEAL
By Kam Williams
Columnist
Soon after completing his
seminary studies, Darren Turner
(Justin Breuning) was commissioned as an Army chaplain. He
was assigned to Georgia’s Fort
Stewart, but received orders to
ship out to Iraq before he and his
family even had a chance to get
settled.
Still, Darren and his wife,
Heather (Sarah Drew) took the
deployment in stride, relying
heavily on their faith that he

would return safely and have no
trouble making the adjustment
back to civilian life. This, despite
evidence that neighbors like
spouse-abusing Michael Lewis
(Jason George) had been left severely damaged psychologically
by tours of duty overseas.
So, Darren naively bid Heather and their three young children
adieu, oblivious of the toll that
serving during the 2007 troop
surge might take. Stationed at
a forward operating base outside Baghdad, he would experi-

ence all the horrors of the war:
sniper ﬁre, ambushes, improvised explosive devices, rocketpropelled grenades and mortar
attacks.
While Darren was spared
physical injury, numerous soldiers that he ministered to were
wounded or killed during the intense campaign. Against his better judgment, he routinely hid all
the gruesome details of what he
was witnessing from his family.
Consequently, Heather came
to feel that Darren was no longer

connecting with her and the kids.
And those suspicions were only
conﬁrmed when he arrived home
after a year on the front lines.
Jumpy and paranoid, the once
doting husband and father was
now angry, distant and mean.
Her patience wearing thin,
Heather tells her husband he
needs help. Ultimately, she kicks
him out of the house, though
praying for forgiveness for
“judging something I don’t understand myself.”
Thus unfolds Indivisible, a

faith-based docudrama recounting the real-life fall from grace
of Darren Turner. Co-written and
directed by David G. Evans (The
Grace Card), the compassionate
biopic convincingly conveys the
idea that a non-combatant like a
chaplain might very well suffer
from Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome.
What sets this ﬁlm apart from
most Christian-oriented fare is
that its characters are more complex than those simplisticallydrawn individuals typically

served up by relatively heavyhanded morality plays. Homecoming from war was treated as
more than merely tying a yellow
ribbon around an old oak tree
and leaving the rest to Jesus.
Excellent (3.5 stars)
Rated PG-13 for violence and
mature themes
Running time: 119 minutes
Production Studio: Reserve
Entertainment / WTA / Graceworks Pictures
Studio: Pure Flix / Provident
Films

Top Ten DVD List | October 16, 2018

1. Ant-Man and the Wasp

2. Whitney

3. Unfriended: Dark Web

6. He’s Out There
7. Benched
8. Cold Skin

4. Arizona

5. Reprisal

9. Down a Dark Hall
10. Boundaries

Kam’s Kapsules | Weekly previews that make choosing a ﬁlm fun
By Kam Williams
Columnist
For movies opening October
26, 2018
Wide Releases
Hunter Killer (R for violence
and profanity) Action thriller
about an American submarine
captain (Gerard Butler) who
joins forces with a team of Navy
SEALs to rescue the kidnapped
Russian President (Alexander
Diachenko) from the clutches of a
rogue, Soviet Minister of Defense
(Mikhail Gorevoy). Supporting
cast includes Common, Gary
Oldman and Adam James.

Indivisible (PG-13 for violence and mature themes) Faithbased docudrama revolving
around a marriage that ends up
in crisis when an army chaplain
(Justin Breuning) suffering from
PTSD returns home following a
tour of duty in Iraq. With Sarah
Drew, Jason George and Tia
Mowry-Hardrict.
Johnny English Strikes Again
(PG for action, violence, rude humor, mild epithets and brief nudity) Rowan Atkinson reprises the
title role in this third installment
of the espionage comedy franchise which ﬁnds the bumbling

spy coming out of retirement to
apprehend the hacker behind a
devastating cyber attack. Cast
includes Olga Kurylenko, Emma
Thompson and Charles Dance.
Independent & Foreign Films
The First Patient (Unrated)
Anatomy documentary following
a class of ﬁrst-year med students’
dissection of the human body
over the course of a semester at
the Mayo Clinic.
London Fields (R for sexuality, nudity, violence, drug use and
pervasive profanity) Adaptation
of Martin Amis’ suspense thriller,
set in London, about a psychic

femme fatale (Amber Heard) who
seduces three men (Billy Bob
Thornton, Jim Sturgess and Theo
James) after having a premonition
that she’ll be murdered by one of
them. With Gemma Chan, Jaimie
Alexander and Jason Isaacs.
The Long Shadow (Unrated)
Justice delayed documentary, codirected by Frances Causey and
Maureen Gosling, both descendants of slave owners, examining the continued discrimination
against African Americans in the
U.S. from emancipation to the
present.
Monrovia, Indiana (Unrated)

Rust Belt documentary chronicling the diminished dreams of
the 46 million Americans living
in rural, small towns like Monrovia, Indiana.
Suspiria (R for gore, graphic
nudity, disturbing images, ritualistic violence, profanity and sexual references) Horror ﬂick, set in
Berlin in 1977, revolving around
a nightmare plaguing a grieving shrink (Lutz Ebersdorf) and
members of a world-renowned
dance troupe. Cast includes Dakota Johnson, Tilda Swinton and
Chloe Grace Moretz. (In German,
English and French with subtitles)

Viper Club (R for profanity
and disturbing images) Middle
East political thriller about a
nurse (Susan Sarandon) who
turns to philanthropists for help
freeing her kidnapped son (Julian
Morris), when the U.S. government’s efforts negotiating with
ISIS prove ineffective. With Matt
Bomer, Lola Kirk and Edie Falco.
Weed the People (Unrated)
Healthcare documentary making the case for the use of medical marijuana in the treatment of
childhood cancers.

on calculations that depress student achievement and do not
account for progress students
make. A student may fail early
on, but if they dramatically
improve, their initial grades of
F combined with subsequent
grades of A average to a C for
their ﬁnal grade. This is a mathematically unsound approach
that punishes students who have
early struggles and conceals
their progress and ﬁnal achievement.
Even though teachers are dedicated to having every student
succeed, they have never been

trained in how to grade. They
grade how they were graded,
and perpetuate the same unfair
and biased methods.
Fortunately, new research has
illuminated the harms of traditional grading and identiﬁed
more equitable grading practices that are based on sound mathematical principles that (1) don’t
average performance over time,
(2) value growth and knowledge instead of environment or
behavior and (3) build soft skills
like teamwork and communications skills without including
them in grades. Grades based

on these approaches have been
shown to reduce failure rates,
particularly for historically underserved students, and empowers teachers to create more caring classrooms.
But ensuring that schools
grade students equitably isn’t
just the responsibility of teachers and principals. Parents have
a crucial role to play. Parents
can begin by asking their child’s
teacher a simple question: What
would be my child’s grade if it
were based solely on their academic performance? This can
start an important and clarify-

ing discussion with the teacher
while encouraging the entire
school to tackle a problem many
have been unwilling to address.
It is pertinent that parents understand what grades mean. As
educators it is important that
we ensure grades clearly communicate a student’s academic
performance?
It’s time for parents and
teachers to ask these questions
about grading. If we expect our
children to succeed in school,
we need to be sure that they are
graded accurately and fairly.
If we believe that our students

can compete on the world stage,
then we’d better make sure
that we have grades that tell us
clearly if they’re ready.
Joe Feldman is a former
teacher and school and district administrator who is the
founder of the Oakland, CAbased Crescendo Education
Group, which helps educators
introduce more equitable grading practice. He is the author
of Grading for Equity and the
paper School Grading Policies
are Failing Children: How We
Can Create a More Equitable
System.

Grading
Continued from page 16

Second, traditional grading
rewards students with privilege
and punishes students without
them. When teachers award
points for completing homework and extra credit, they
are giving advantages to studentswith greater resources –
those with college educated parents who are available at home
and can help with homework
or the extra credit assignments
– and making it harder for students who have weaker education backgrounds and fewer
supports.
Third, grading is often based
Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Jimmy Buffett

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

© Feature Exchange
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Bernard Love Woodard
October 5, 1951 - October 12, 2018

Woodard
For everything there is a season,
and a time for every matter under
heaven. A time to be born, and a
time to die. Ecclesiastes 3:2
Bernard Love Woodard, ladies’
man, foodie and son of Yvonne
Woodard and Reuben Love, was
born October 5, 1951 in Canton,
Miss. Bernard was reared by his beloved grandmother, Lizzie Woodard, and was dubbed “Don Love”

to many who knew him. He was a
great father ﬁgure to many children
(giving nicknames to each of them).
He never met a stranger and his
comfort far outweighed any interest
in the latest fashion trends.
Before his health failed, Bernard
accepted Christ as his Savior. And
even during his waning months,
he was a model of strong will and
sheer determination.
He attended Velma Jackson High
School in Camden, Miss. and later
enlisted in the United States Army;
proudly serving from 1973 to 1976
with one tour of duty to Germany.
He was honored with the National
Defense Medal.
Bernard was a very funny and
upbeat man who could make you
laugh during your lowest moments.
His mechanical genius and general
resourcefulness helped him succeed
in his jobs with Morgan Hardware,
Scott Penn and Garrett Enterprises.
He could operate a logging skidder
with his eyes closed.
Although a less than average life
span, Bernard did not live an aver-

age life. He loved his family, loved
to cook, ﬁsh and was quite a “teller
of tales” of which 75 percent may
have actually been true.
On October 12, 2018, while at
Hospice Ministries in Ridgeland,
Miss. God whispered to Bernard
“Your life story is ready for publishing.” Bernard agreed and fell
asleep.
Memories of Bernard will be
cherished by his son, Deltrico
Woodard; his daughter, Katrina
Mayﬁeld; one grandchild, Lacey
Woodard; his siblings: Betty Ann
Johnson, Louis (Harriet) Johnson,
Tim Johnson, Dorothy Johnson of
Detroit, MI and Pamella (Perry)
Cockerham. Special cousins: Cheryl (Rocky) Smith; Stephine Johnson, Chardonnea Brown, Patrick
Woodard, Richarde Rule; one aunt,
Joan Jackson of Detroit, MI; and a
host of neices, nephews, cousins,
and friends.
Family, friends loved ones gathered to say goodbye at Old Truelight M.B. Church in Farmhaven,
Miss. Oct. 20, 2018.

Congratulations to the publisher,
editor and staff of The Mississippi
Link on your 25th Anniversary!

www.mississippilink.com

Revered South Carolina
State coach ‘Buddy’ Pough
prepares to exit Alma Mater

Pough
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor
In South Carolina sports lore, no program
is more revered by African Americans than
the South Carolina State University Bulldogs.
And, not many coaches are as beloved as
Oliver “Buddy” Pough.
When the Bulldogs faced Delaware State
Oct. 20 at Oliver C. Dawson Stadium, it was
quite possibly the last homecoming game for
Pough, who’s not expected to return to the
sidelines next year. Final score was Delaware State 19; South Carolina State 30.
“Well, we haven’t ofﬁcially called it quits
yet, but my contract is done,” Pough told
NNPA Newswire this week.
He said it’s been an up and down experience, ﬁrst playing for and then coaching at
his Alma Mater.
He’s spent nearly 30 years at South Carolina State as a student, athlete, assistant
coach and head coach.
“We won 16 Mid-Eastern Atlantic Conference championships since the conference
started in 1970,” said Willie Jeffries, a former Bulldogs head coach and college football hall of famer.
“That’s more than triple the championships of the next school in line and Buddy is
responsible for 12 of those championships,”
said Jeffries, Pough’s mentor.
“Buddy played in two of those championship seasons, he participated in four as an
assistant coach and he’s won six himself as
head coach,” Jeffries said.
Pough entered this year, his 17th and possible ﬁnal season as head coach of the Bulldogs, with an impressive 120-64 record, including 94-33 in the MEAC.
At least a half dozen of his players have
gone onto the NFL.
His overall conference record at South
Carolina State trails only Jeffries.
“He’s nine wins shy of the record and I
was hoping he would stay on and break the
record,” said Jeffries, who dines weekly
with Pough and the two serve on several
boards and committees together.
“I would view that as keeping it in the
family.”
Pough said he hasn’t completely closed
the door on a return, but as of now, he
doesn’t expect to be back.
“I’ve had the opportunity to head one of
the most important parts of our university,”
Pough said.
“Football in South Carolina is pretty big
stuff and you, as head coach, are given the
responsibility that’s so near and dear to people so you want to do the best job possible,
respect the institution and uphold the tradition.”
Prior to taking the reins at South Carolina
State, Pough spent ﬁve seasons as an assistant at the University Of South Carolina
(USC), the last three as a running backs
coach under legendary coach Lou Holtz.
During his stint at USC, he helped build
the Gamecocks into one of the top offensive
teams in the Southeastern Conference.
USC made back-to-back appearances in
the Outback Bowl in 2000 and 2001.
Before going to USC, Pough was one of
the top high school coaches in the Palmetto
State, leading Fairﬁeld-Central to a perfect
15-0 record in 1996 and claiming the Class
AAA state title, according to the school’s
website.
He earned South Carolina High School
League Coach-of-the-Year honors for his efforts, the ﬁrst of such three honors. Pough
also had coaching stints at Keenan High in
Columbia, where he built the Raiders into
one of the top Class AAA teams in the state.
In his ﬁnal two seasons (1973 and 1974)

as a player for South Carolina State, the Orangeburg native and former offensive lineman helped the Bulldogs to a 15-7-1 record,
a league crown and back-to-back postseason
appearances seasons.
After graduating in 1975, he joined the
staff at nearby Orangeburg-Wilkinson High
(1976-79), before returning to his alma mater as an assistant coach in 1979.
The Bulldogs made consecutive trips to
the Div. 1-AA playoffs (1981 & 1982) during his tenure as an assistant.
“I’ve tried to encourage young men to do
good in school and to be good and respectable citizens and to give back to the community,” Pough said.
“That’s my most important role here
which is to encourage these young men to
be good citizens and I never sugar coat anything,” he said.
Those are traits Jeffries helped to instill in
him.
“When my father died in the 1980s, coach
Jeffries became that person that I leaned on
the most,” Pough said.
“We are still close. He’s in and out of my
house and I’m in and out of his. It’s been
a special relationship that’s lasted since we
met in the early 1970s when he was head
coach and I was a sophomore player.”
Jeffries continues to be Pough’s biggest
supporter.
“I want him to stay. I don’t know that
there’s a coach out there that’s as good a
football coach as Buddy is,” Jeffries said.
“He came up under me and I could always
depend on him. He was a starting offensive
linemen for me and he played real well. He
majored in mathematics and that told me
that this was a smart kid who was a stickler
for detail.”
Jeffries called Pough a great technician
who’s fantastic at teaching the fundamentals
of football.
“He coaches his coaches,” Jeffries said.
Pough said his love for Bulldogs football
at times has him fantasizing about his playing days.
When told that NNPA advertising executive Steven Larkin recalled a key block he
made as a player to help the Bulldogs win a
title, Pough laughed.
“I think I was a lot better player in my
mind than I actually was,” he said.
“I was a short fat offensive linemen who
probably should have just been happy to be
out there. I had a great time and if I could go
back to college and play at South Carolina
State, I would.”
Pough has become a community treasure
and, among the many honors and accolades,
he was just named as one of the 12 individuals featured in the 2019 South Carolina Department of Education African-American
History Calendar sponsored by AT&T.
The calendar annually honors 12 individuals who have made signiﬁcant contributions
to South Carolina and their professions, and
serve as role models to the students and citizens of the state.
“My most important thing is the relationships I’ve had over the years with other
coaches, and my players,” Pough said. “I’ve
had a great relationship with faculty members, teachers … you rub off on the association that you have.”
If this is his last hurrah as head coach,
Pough said he knows the ideal way to say
goodbye.
“I want to win the rest of my games, that
would be great,” he said.
“But, what I want most is for us to play
as good as we can and for all the guys to
do good in school. I want to continue treating guys the right way as we go off into the
sunset.”
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25 years of service
and still growing
By Othor Cain
Editor

Environmental Technical Sales, Inc.

Congratulations
to
The Mississippi Link
on your Silver Anniversary
and for your dedication
to
National Breast Cancer Month
You have provided outstanding
service to your community.

Sam Agnew

sagnew@etec-sales.com

Mike Todd

mtodd@etec-sales.com

Bryson Agnew

bagnew@etec-sales.com

7731 Office Park Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70809 • 405 Briarwood Drive, Suite 108A • Jackson, MS
Water • Wastewater • Sludge • Air • Equipment • Systems • Solutions

I’ve sat in
the editor’s seat
at The Mississippi Link more
times than I
can count. How
I arrive back
each time is also above my
math grade. What I know for
certain though, is that each
time I’m here, I’m engulfed
with a sense of service, gratitude and commitment because
that is what drives the work
we do daily.
For 25 years; 12 months
each year; four/ﬁve weeks

each month and one day each
week, we’ve shared stories
that impact our communities,
shape our world and change
lives. Stories of triumph
and tribulations…praise and
pain…highs and lows…happy
and sad. Stories that matter
most to you.
As editor, I’m blessed to
be connected to and serve the
community through this medium. We are fortunate to have
readers and subscribers that
share your amazing stories
and call on us for coverage.
I value and embrace the
saying that “we should control
our own narrative,” and that

“no one can tell our story better than “we can.” That’s why
I ﬁnd joy in telling your story.
Thank you for sharing, thank
you for calling and thank you
for counting on us.
Though we are an extremely small staff, I think our work
rivals any major newspaper in
the country. For 25 years, rain,
sleet or shine, we’ve been on
the front lines of the most
compelling stories across this
state. We are your connection
to information in print, online
and through social media. The
Mississippi Link is here to
serve you.
Here’s to the next 25!

Breast Cancer
treatments may increase
the risk of heart disease
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Although there are an estimated 47.8 million women in
the U.S. who are living with
cardiovascular diseases and
approximately 3 million breast
cancer survivors, many people
regard breast cancer as the primary threat to women’s health.
It is important to recognize the
overlap of heart disease and
breast cancer as both entities
impact survival.
Heart disease and breast
cancer share a number of risk
factors, including advanced
age, poor diet, family history,
physical inactivity and tobacco use.
The fact that these diseases
share some risk factors suggests that there are lifestyle
choices, primarily diet and exercise, that could help decrease
the risks of developing both
diseases. Healthcare providers should monitor a woman’s
heart health before, during and
after breast cancer treatment.
Breast cancer survivors,
especially older women, are
more likely to die from car-

diovascular diseases such as
heart failure rather than breast
cancer.
In some cases, the reduction
in heart function during and
after breast cancer treatment
is temporary and cessation of
the treatment and/or the addition of heart medicines can
improve function.
In some breast cancer patients, heart failure can be permanent.
Because of this, the early development of heart failure can
signal a need to slow down
and/or alter a patient’s breast
cancer treatment because of
the risk for worsening the condition or the development of
permanent heart failure.
Some breast cancer therapies can damage the heart and
healthcare providers should
carefully monitor breast cancer treatment effects on the
heart.
Some cancer treatments,
such as HER-2 targeted therapies, can cause weakening of
the heart muscle, a condition
known as heart failure. HER-

2 is a speciﬁc type of breast
cancer.
Radiation, can affect the
heart arteries and cause the development of coronary artery
disease or blockages.
Anthracyclines, can result
in abnormal heart rhythms that
in some patients are benign
but in others can lead to lifethreatening heart rhythms.
Antimetabolites can cause
spasm of the heart arteries,
which can cause chest pain
symptoms but could lead to
heart attacks as well.
Some small studies suggest
that administering common
chemotherapy agents in new
ways may reduce heart disease
risks.
Studies have shown that
when doxorubicin is administered slowly, rather than all
at once, patients may have a
lower risk of heart failure.
Dexrazoxane could reduce
cell damage and has recently
been approved for patients
with metastatic breast cancer
who receive high doses of
doxorubicin.
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College Hill groundbreaking

College Hill Baptist Church • October 21, 2018 • Jackson, MS
PHOTOS BY JACKIE HAMPTON AND HOPE REEVES

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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BOOK REVIEW:

“LORRAINE : THE GIRL WHO
SANG
THE
STORM
AWAY”
KETCH SECOR, ILLUSTRATED BY HIGGINS BOND
BY

C.2018, SOURCEBOOKS
$17.99 / HIGHER IN CANADA • 32 PAGES

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
The ﬂash-ﬂash-ﬂash was bad
enough.
And then you heard the
grrrrrrumble, the wind howled,
and you were afraid. But it was
okay: it was only a thunderstorm.
As you’ll see in the new book”
Lorraine : The Girl Who Sang the
Storm Away” by Ketch Secor, illustrated by Higgins Bond, when
it’s over, the sun – among other
things – will shine bright.
Lorraine lived on a Tennessee
farm with her grandfather, and

crops were not the only thing
they grew. Music also grew
“wild” because, when the workday was over, Lorraine grabbed
her whistle and Pa Paw took out
his harp. Until darkness came
or storms arrived, they played
music together on the porch,
or sometimes in ﬁelds near the
“Chinkypin tree,” when an old
crow ﬂew down and joined them
in a dance.
By and by, one day, Lorraine
noticed that the dinner bell that
sat on the kitchen table was
gone. Later that morning, she

noticed that the tin scoop in the
pigpen – the one that was usually found in a feed bin – was
gone. Then Pa Paw couldn’t ﬁnd
his keys, even though they were
just in his pocket. Every shiny
thing on the farm had vanished,
and it looked like the work of a
thief.
But before they could ﬁgure out who was stealing the
sparklies, a “Tennessee tempest” rolled in. It crashed and
it roared. It BOOMed and it
rumbled. It rolled and it rained
and Lorraine, who was usually

as fearless as they come, was
fearful that night. She ran to
her grandfather, who reached in
his pocket for his harp and… it
was gone, too. And so was Lorraine’s whistle!
But Pa Paw knew exactly
what to do. A storm can take
a roof or a tree away. A storm
can make a powerful noise and
move the earth. But a storm
can’t take away the music you
have deep inside you – and so,
he and Lorraine began to sing.
They sang loud and they sang
soft, they sang fast and they

sang slow. They sang every song
they knew until the sun came up
to reveal a wet green ﬁeld and a
big surprise….
There are two reasons to love
“ Lorraine.”
One is for your child. The other is for you.
For your child, author Ketch
Secor tells a lively rhyme that
bounces with wide-open joy. Its
simple story is happy and uncomplicated, with an old-timey
feel and a sweet surprise at the
end. It’s total feel-good, and in a
time when storms dominate the

news, it can also offer comfort.
For you, artist Higgins Bond
offers absolutely exquisite illustrations that your eyes won’t
stop feasting on. The colors are
vivid, and each page contains
delightful details that will seem
as fresh on the tenth read-aloud
as they did on the ﬁrst.
If you are a grown-up who
loves children’s books, this is
one you’ll be showing off because of its beauty. But remember to share, too, for the story
“Lorraine” is one your child will
love in a ﬂash.

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE
Utica Elementary/Middle School hosts Curriculum Night!

Raymond High School Band receives All Superior
Ratings during Regional Competition!

RHS SSAC Planning Meeting

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION PLAYING
FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX
OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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piggly wiggly
110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FAMILY PACK

BONELESS
SHOULDER ROAST

FAMILY PACK

SIRLOIN END
PORK CHOPS

2

FRYER
DRUMSTICKS

99

PER LB.

PER LB.

$ 99

USDA CHOICE BEEF

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

FAMILY PACK

69
PER LB.

¢

FAMILY PACK

TOP SIRLOIN
STEAK

SHOULDER
STEAK

PORK
CUTLETS

$ 99

$ 29

$ 49

3

PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

3

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

¢

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS
SWEET / SUGAR FREE

RED DIAMOND
$ 29
TEA
64 0Z. ......................................

1

PIGGLY WIGGLY TEXAS STYLE

ST. LOUIS

PORK
RIBS

2

PER LB.

$ 49

REG., THIN, THICK

OSCAR MAYOR
BOLOGNA

99
12 OZ.

¢

BUTTERMILK
3$
OSCAR MAYER BISCUITS
......................................
ASSORTED

LUNCHABLES

99

2.25 - 4.4 OZ.

¢

5 CT.

/2

CRYSTAL FARMS AMERICAN

SLICED
$ 99
CHEESE
......................................
16 OZ.

2

FLORIDA'S NATURAL

FAMILY PACK FRESH

STACK PACK

SPLIT FRYER
BREAST

WRIGHT'S
BACON

$ 49

$ 99

1

PER LB.

5

24 OZ.

ORANGE
2$
CATFISH FILLET JUICE
....................................
GUIDRY'S FARMS

PORTIONS

$

BOIL IN BAG
VEGETABLES 4 $

14
4 LB. BOX

99

WASHINGTON EXTRA LARGE

NEW CROP

SEEDLESS
GRAPES

HONEY CRISP
APPLES

RUSSET
POTATOES

$ 49

$ 29

$ 99

1

12 OZ.

1

PER LB.

GREED GIANT

7.5 - 10 OZ. ...............................

/5

CRINKLE CUT / TATER TOTS

FRESH PRODUCE
RED OR WHITE CALIFORNIA

/5

52 OZ.

1

4 LB. BAG

ORE IDA
POTATOES

5 LB. ........................................

4

$ 99

SELECT

EDWARDS
PIES....................................... $ 99
25 - 36 OZ.

4

