www.mississippilink.com
MARCH 29 - APRIL 4, 2018

VOL. 24, NO. 23

50¢

HONORING

LINDA BROWN
PAGE 2

1943 - 2018

Alcorn president
named Commissioner
of Higher Education

Rankins
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Board of Trustees of
State Institutions of Higher
Learning appointed Alcorn
State University President
Alfred Rankins Jr. as commissioner of Higher Education at
a meeting held earlier recently
in Jackson. He will begin serving as commissioner July 1.
“Dr. Rankins has experience at both the system level
and as a university president,”
said Trustee C.D. Smith, president of the Board of Trustees
of State Institutions of Higher
Learning. “In addition, he understands the important role
higher education plays in our
state and the lives of our students and their families. He
also understands the challenges our universities face in
today’s higher education landscape. He will provide excellent leadership to the university system.”

Named president of Alcorn State University March
4, 2014, Rankins is the 19th
president of the university.
“It has been an honor and
a pleasure to serve as president of my alma mater,” said
Rankins. “Alcorn State University is a special place that
transforms lives and opens
doors of opportunity for our
students and the citizens we
serve through research and
outreach programs. My experiences at Alcorn will inform
my decisions as commissioner, which will help me to serve
all eight public universities
in Mississippi as we work together to advance the system
and the state.”
Alcorn State University
is the nation’s oldest public
land-grant HBCU. In addition
to the Lorman campus, the
Rankins
Continued on page 3

Hundreds rally at
Capitol for Head Start

By Othor Cain
Editor
To ensure everyone understands the signiﬁcant impact Head Start has had and is still
having on the state of Mississippi, advocates,
lawmakers, parents, community leaders, students and friends gathered on the steps of the
state capitol last week to raise their voices in
collective praise.
A federal program that launched in 1965,
Head Start serves children from birth to age
ﬁve and focuses on language, literacy and social and emotional development for children
from low-income families.
The program is federally funded but recently has faced stiff competition with the onset
of federal and state funded Pre-K programs.
Still, advocates and allies say the program is
undaunted with its core mission and that the
children of Mississippi are succeeding because of Head Start.
Nita Norphlet-Thompson, the executive director for the Mississippi Head Start Association, said the rally and press conference were
organized in an effort to bring together advocates of Head Start to share evidence of the
program’s effectiveness. “For more than half
a century, Head Start has been a vital part of
the early childhood landscape in Mississippi,
preparing children and strengthening families,” Norphlet-Thompson said. “Statewide
research proves that Head Start is helping
children in Mississippi make signiﬁcant gains
in language development, literacy, physical
development and math skills. Head Start is
putting children on a lifelong path to success,
and we’re here in Jackson today to make sure
our lawmakers know that!”
One particular Head Start agency is having enormous success in Central Mississippi.
Friends of Children of Mississippi, Inc. (FCM)
under the leadership of its Executive Director
Marvin Hogan. According to the FCM website, it is a highly efﬁcient, team-based, nonproﬁt human service organization. During the
past 50 years, FCM has successfully served
over 149,000 children and families.
This agency has expanded its scope of work
and according to Norphlet-Thompson, they are
equipping families to succeed and have created successful partnerships with job centers
and workforce programs in Madison County.
“Over the past 15 years, FCM has provided
child care services for over 5,000 parents who
were engaged in job training, early childhood

Head Start

Continued on page 3

Advocates of Head Start raise their voices and signs at downtown rally. PHOTOS BY OTHOR CAIN

Black Press Week: Publishing Truth to Empower
By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Inside

Harris

Members of The National
Newspaper Publishers Association came together March 14-16
in Washington D.C. to celebrate
191 Years of the Black Press,
‘Publishing Truth to Empower.’
Live streaming of many of the
events throughout the four day
celebration allowed viewers

Azariah Foster is
SWAC athlete of
the week

to celebrate with the AfricanAmerican publishers, editors,
writers, photographers, sponsors, speakers and special guests
from across the country to be a
part of this birthday celebration
held at the DuPont Circle Hotel.
Dorothy Leavell, chairman
of NNPA reminded participants
that Black Press Week is in commemoration of the ﬁrst black

newspaper, ‘Freedom’s Journal”
which was founded March, 16,
1827. It is also a time in which
NNPA honors individuals that
have made signiﬁcant contributions to the country in various
areas.
A welcome reception and the
presentation of the NNPA 2018
Newsmaker of the Year award
took place at the Rayburn House

Marley Dias
Gets It Done
And So Can You!
Page 8

Page 18

Ofﬁce Building Wednesday
evening with music by the Earl
Carter Trio.
Amelia Ashley-Ward, chairman of the NNPA Foundation,
presented the Honorable Kamala
Harris, United States Senator
(D-CA) with the Newsmaker of
the Year award. Harris is the second African-American woman
and ﬁrst South Asian-American

senator in history. She has spent
a great deal of her life ﬁghting
injustice. Harris stated, “We are
a great country but this is the
moment in time we must ﬁght
for the best of who we are; we
must ﬁght for the meaning of
those ideas that were behind the
writing of the Constitution, and

NNPA

Continued on page 3
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Linda Brown, symbol of landmark
desegregation case, dies at 75
By Neil Gunslinger
Associated Press
Linda Brown, whose father objected when she was not allowed
to attend an all-white school in
her neighborhood and who thus
came to symbolize one of the
most transformative court proceedings in American history, the
school desegregation case Brown
v. Board of Education, died Sunday in Topeka, Kan. She was 75.
Her death was conﬁrmed
Monday by a spokesman for the
Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel in
Topeka, which is handling her
funeral arrangements. He did not
specify the cause.
It is Brown’s father, Oliver,
whose name is attached to the famous case, although the suit that
ended up in the United States Supreme Court actually represented
a number of families in several
states. In 1954, in a unanimous
decision, the court ruled that segregated schools were inherently
unequal. The decision upended
decades’ worth of educational
practice, in the South and elsewhere, and its ramiﬁcations are
still being felt.
Linda Brown was born Feb.
20, 1943, in Topeka to Leola and
Oliver Brown, according to the
funeral home. (Some sources say
she was born in 1942.)
Cheryl Brown Henderson,
Linda’s sister and the founding
president of the Brown Foundation, an educational organization
devoted to the case, recalled her
parents and others being recruited
to press a test case.
“They were told, ‘Find the

Linda Brown in 2004 during a 50th-anniversary commemoration of
Brown v. Board of Education in Topeka, Kan.

Linda Brown in 1964 outside the Sumner School, which had denied
her enrollment in 1950.
nearest white school to your
home and take your child or children and a witness, and attempt to
enroll in the fall, and then come
back and tell us what happened,’”
she said in a video interview for
History NOW.
The neighborhood the family
lived in was integrated.
“I played with children that
were Spanish-American,” Linda

Brown said in a 1985 interview.
“I played with children that were
white, children that were Indian,
and black children in my neighborhood.”
Nor were her parents dissatisﬁed with the black school she
was attending. What upset Oliver
Brown was the distance Linda
had to travel to get to school –
ﬁrst a walk through a rail yard

Brown in 1979 with Benjamin L. Hooks, the executive director of the
NAACP, on the 25th anniversary of the Brown v. Board of Education ruling.
and across a busy road, then a bus
ride.
“When I ﬁrst started the walk it
was very frightening to me,” she
said, “and then when wintertime
came, it was a very cold walk. I
remember walking, tears freezing
up on my face.”
In an interview with The Miami Herald in 1987, she remembered the fateful day in Septem-

ber 1950 when her father took her
to the Sumner School.
“It was a bright, sunny day
and we walked briskly,” she said,
“and I remember getting to these
great big steps.”
The school told her father no,
she could not be enrolled.
“I could tell something was
wrong, and he came out and took
me by the hand and we walked

Jacoby Roby and Rev. Cliff Nelson

back home,” she said. “We
walked even more briskly, and I
could feel the tension being transferred from his hand to mine.”
In its ruling, the Supreme Court
threw out the prevailing “separate
but equal” doctrine, which had
allowed racial segregation in the
schools as long as students of all
races were afforded equal facilities.
“To separate them from others
of similar age and qualiﬁcations
solely because of their race,” the
court said, “generates a feeling of
inferiority as to their status in the
community that may affect their
hearts and minds in a way unlikely ever to be undone.”
By the time of the ruling,
Brown was in an integrated junior
high school. She later became an
educational consultant and public
speaker.
Her family was among several
that reopened the original Brown
case in 1979 to argue that the job
of integration in Topeka remained
incomplete. The case resulted in
the opening of several magnet
schools.
Brown was married several
times. The funeral home said
her survivors include a daughter,
Kimberly Smith, although it did
not have a complete list of survivors.
As for her role in the landmark
case, Brown came to embrace it,
if reluctantly.
“Sometimes it’s a hassle,” she
told The Herald, “but it’s still an
honor.”
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university also includes branch locations in Natchez and Vicksburg.
Rankins previously served as deputy commissioner for the Mississippi Board of Trustees
of State Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL),
where he served as the IHL system’s chief academic and student affairs officer. While serving
as deputy commissioner, Rankins also served as
acting president of Mississippi Valley State University.
Prior to his appointment at IHL, Rankins
served on the faculty at Mississippi State University (MSU), where he was a tenured associate
professor in the College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences and extension specialist with the MSU
Extension Service.
Under Rankins’ leadership, Alcorn has
strengthened its academic programs, improved
campus infrastructure, initiated and completed
major capital projects, increased fundraising and
expanded its footprint as a premier comprehensive land grant HBCU. This past fall, Alcorn
enrolled its largest freshman class in the history
of the institution and the university has risen in
national rankings. The university has established
new academic programs and made important discoveries through its research.

Currently, Rankins serves on the University
Press of Mississippi Board of Directors, Entergy
Mississippi Advisory Board, Mississippi Postsecondary Education Financial Assistance Board and
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission of Colleges Executive Board.
A native of Greenville, Mississippi, Rankins
received a Bachelor of Science degree from Alcorn State University and both Master of Science
and Doctor of Philosophy degrees from Mississippi State University.
The Board of Trustees of State Institutions
of Higher Learning will announce plans for the
search for the next president of Alcorn State University soon.
The Mississippi Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning governs the public universities in Mississippi, including Alcorn
State University; Delta State University; Jackson
State University; Mississippi State University including the Mississippi State University Division
of Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary Medicine;
Mississippi University for Women; Mississippi
Valley State University; the University of Mississippi including the University of Mississippi
Medical Center and the University of Southern
Mississippi.
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development/education training and/or job
search activities.”
Hogan said his agency is in the middle of
a five-year noncompete grant cycle. “Based
on our work, we are in year three of this fiveyear grant with hopes of being able to continue,” he said.
Hogan knows the benefits and impact that
Head Start agencies across the country are
having on families. “Our work will be measured for years to come,” he said. “Our state
succeeds based on the investment we make
in children early on.”
With excitement, Hogan praised the newly
crafted FY2018 omnibus appropriations bill
that President Donald Trump recently signed
into law. “This bill gives us a $610M increase over our FY 2017 funding and helps
us expand our work.”
The increased funding includes:
• $216 million for a cost of living adjustment (COLA) for Head Start staff (approximately a 2.2 percent increase, which is in
line with inflation).
• $260 million for partial day, partial-year
programs to extend the duration of their services to better meet the needs of working

families.
• $115 million for Early Head Start expansion and child care partnerships. This
includes $15 million for COLA for existing
partnership grantees and $100 million for
new grants “to continue to equally prioritize
EHS Expansion and EHS-CC partnerships,
as determined by the needs of local communities, as done in previous grant competitions for this program.”
The funding increase in the FY 2018 omnibus will mean that programs will have additional resources to better support teachers
and staff, more children will have access to
full-day and full-year early child education
and more infants and toddlers will start off
life with the Head Start advantage.
At the rally last week, some members of
the Mississippi Legislative Black Caucus
were on hand to lend their voices in support of the work. “We stand with you today
and will continue to stand with you because
the work you do is important and extremely
valuable to this state,” said State Representative Sonya Williams Barnes who serves
as chairperson of the caucus and represents
District 119.

NNPA
Continued from page 1

are; we must fight for the meaning of those ideas
that were behind the writing of the Constitution,
and the Bill of Rights, and the Declaration of Independence that states we are all created equal.”
Congressional Black Caucus President Cedric
Richmond commented, “Politicians worry about
the next election but statesmen and stateswomen
worry about the next generation.” He said Harris
is a stateswoman. He said whereas some may be
interested in what is going on with Stormy Daniels, Harris, and other members of the CBC, are
keeping their eyes on such issues as school nutrition and criminal justice reform.
On Thursday night a Torch Awards dinner was
held at the Dupont Hotel. The keynote speaker
was Rev. Dr. Frederick D. Haynes III. Haynes
gave a powerful and moving message that generated thunderous applause throughout his speech.
He received a standing ovation at the end of his
address. Haynes is the senior pastor of Friendship-West Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas.
Foundation Chair Ashley-Ward presented three
individuals Torch Awards for outstanding leadership.
The Honorable Barbara J. Lee (D-CA) was pre-

sented the “Outstanding Leadership & Achievement Award for Empowerment of African Americans. In 2001, Lee received national attention as
the only member of Congress to oppose the Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF)
in the wake of the horrific events September 11.
She believed that this AUMF would become a
blank check for endless war.
James E. Farmer a longtime advocate of the
Black Press received the “Outstanding Leadership & Service Award” for over 50 years in the
Automotive Industry. Farmer held numerous
positions with General Motors before retiring in
2004. He has traveled the world as a member of
the President’s Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities and the Thelonious Monk Institute
of Jazz, (Viet Nam, China, India, France, Cuba,
Japan.)
Rev. Dr. Amos C. Brown was presented
the “Outstanding Leadership & Achievement
Award” for over 60 Years in Civil Rights and the
NAACP. Brown, a longtime social visionary and
strategic promoter of freedom, justice and equality, was one of only eight students who took the
only college class ever taught by Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr.
Each of the three honorees expressed their appreciation for the honors they received and encouraged the Black Press to continue their important work in the communities they serve.
Friday morning, a conversation and panel discussion was held on “Striving for African American Excellence in Public Education: The Role of
the Black Press. Panelists included Denise RolarkBarnes, publisher of the Washington Informer and
past NNPA chair; Robert Kirton Jr., CEO DNAA
of Educational Solutions & Support; Hilary Shelton, NAACP’s Washington Bureau; and Curtis
Valentine, of the PG School Board. The discussion
was moderated by Lannette Woodruff, OSSE Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Taskforce and
Elizabeth Primas – ESSA program manager.
A Friday luncheon was held at The National
Press Club. Donna Brazille, former chair of the
Democratic National Committee, was the keynote speaker. Brazille has devoted her life to
working for progressive change. She said she
was never afraid to speak to any president regarding the uncomfortable issues that face this
nation. She said we need more people of valor to

run for office because Congressman John Lewis
and Congresswoman Maxine Waters and others
of valor can’t do it by themselves. Brazille had
high praise of NNPA President & CEO Ben Chavis and Rev. Amos Brown for their fight in Civil
Rights over the many years.
Other highlights of Black Press Week included
a discussion on “How Public Policy Can Help
Shape the Future of Sickle Cell Disease. Ben
Chavis, NNPA CEO moderated a discussion with
Dr. Kevin Williams and Angela Riemer, senior,
director of Federal Government Relations with
Pfizer. Deborah Clark was present with her son
Benjamin who has suffered with Sickle Cell Disease his entire life.
Black Press Week is a function of the NNPA
Foundation. Chavis said Black Press Week was a
great success. He thanked the partners and sponsors for their participation and support.
Partners included Ford, GM, RAI, Pfizer and
Bill & Melinda Gates. Sponsors included AT&T,
Comcast, Wells Fargo, Volkswagen, AARP,
Northrop Grumman and AmeriHealth.
See photos of Black Press Week, page 19.
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It’s a
Family Affair

Mississippi Link Newswire
“It’s A Family Affair” was the
theme of Homecoming 2017 at Jackson State University for the Barnes
Family of Pascagoula, Miss.
The family has a legacy of Jackson State College (JSC) and Jackson
State University (JSU) graduates, beginning with the Class of 1955 when
Geraldine Barnes of Pascagoula grad-

uated until the Class of 2016 when
Jonathan Louis Coleman, the grandson of Lenora Barnes Reed of Jackson, Miss., Class of 1957, graduated.
The other family members who
graduated were in the Classes of ’62,
’64, ’66, ’68, ’69, ’70, ’71, ’72, ’78,
’79, ’86, ’87, ’91, ’92, ’96, 2003,
2012, 2015, and 2016. “HAIL, HAIL,
TO THEE.”

Local sorority chapter
encourages green lifestyle
Mississippi Link Newswire
In partnership with The Home Depot, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.,
Rho Lambda Omega Chapter, and the
Ebony Pearls Foundation will host A
Pretty Girl’s Day. The theme for this
workshop/service project is: By Any
Greens Necessary: Going Green From
The Inside Out.
A Pretty Girls Day Out will be held
Saturday, April 21, 10 a.m. at the Home
Depot located at 6325 I-55 North, Jackson. The deadline to register is April 16.
During the event, participants will
learn how to go green within their bodies and within their homes.
Activities will include instructional
learning and interactive demos. Topics will include: eco-friendly gardening and kitchen container gardening.
Wholistic health consultant, Dr. Willie
Bell, ND will discuss whole food, plant
based vegan diets. Sorority members
who’ve been vegan since February 18

Bunnies & Butterﬂies abound at
Mississippi Children’s Museum
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Join us for live bunnies, butterﬂy releases and
spring celebrations in our beautiful garden spaces
at the Mississippi Children’s Museum
When: Saturday, March 31, 10:00 a.m.-3:00
p.m.
Where: Mississippi Children’s Museum 2145
Museum Blvd. Jackson, MS 39202
What: Bunnies & Butterﬂies and all things
spring will be celebrated at the Mississippi Children’s Museum! Children will get to experience
live bunnies up close, decorate and plant their
own potted plants, and watch the release of newly
emerged butterﬂies. Lots of hands-on crafts and

www.mississippilink.com

activities are planned for museum visitors including creating a unique set of bunny ears and whimsical insect wings, learning about the science of
bubbles in our newly planted Pollinator’s Garden,
and imitating bunnies and butterﬂies through creative movement.
Bring your family and experience the magic of
Bunnies & Butterﬂies at the MS Children’s Museum! Event will take place indoors in the event
of rain.
All activities are included in general admission
($10 per person) and museum membership.
For more information, visit www.mschildrensmuseum.org.

will share the information regarding
their vegan journey.
Refreshments will be provided by organic eatery, Crossroads Café.’
The sorority has sponsored Pretty
Girls Day Out since 2011. The workshop is free and open to ladies and men.
Please register at www.eventbrite.
com.
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Marilyn Reed at 601-624-3825.
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Flonzie Brown-Wright honored
Mission First Legal Aid Ofﬁce
in MS House of Representatives to hold free legal clinic at St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church

Pictured with Brown-Wright (center): Friends, family and Speaker of the House Philip Gunn, Representative
Kathy Sykes, Representative Debra Gibbs and Representative Greg Snowden

Annual Women’s Day at Farish
Street Baptist Church
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Woman’s Missionary Society of the Historic Farish Street Baptist
Church located at 619
North Farish Street will
celebrate its 66th Annual
Woman’s Day Program
Sunday, April 22, at 11
a.m. “125 Years of Empowering and Celebrating
Women of Faith” is the
theme.
The guest speaker will
be Juanita G. Floyd of
the CREATE Foundation,
vice-president of ﬁnance
and administration.
Floyd is an inspirational
and motivational speaker
and has co-authored a
children’s book entitled
Summer of 1969.
For additional information, please contact Ivy
Lovelady at 601.832.0289
or Juanita S. Brown at
601 918-5137.

Mississippi Link Newswire
Mission First Legal Aid Ofﬁce will hold a free legal clinic
March 31 from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. at St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church located at 903 West
Pearl Street in Jackson. This
clinic is designed to assist low
income people with family law
matters, including child support, visitation, name change
and other simple civil legal
matters.
Individuals interested in attending should call 601 6080056 to register and schedule
an appointment. The deadline
to register is Thursday, March
29.
Volunteer lawyers will be
available to assist self-represented litigants in reviewing,

drafting and correcting paperwork associated with the legal
proceedings. Attorneys will explain the proceedings, provide
general information and answer questions. The attorneys
are not obligated to accompany
clinic participants to court and
ﬁle documents for them. The
expectation is that individuals
will be able to represent themselves in court.
Self-represented
litigants
often struggle to meet all of
the requirements for properly
drafted legal documents. If they
come to the court for a hearing
and their documents do not
meet court requirements, their
hearing have to be rescheduled.
This clinic is designed to prevent that.

“I agree that it is important
for a church to have a positive impact on the community
around it. Through sponsoring
the legal clinic, St. Mark’s can
help local residents get assistance they need,” said Minister Elliott Gates of St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church.
Those who wish to participate in the legal clinic cannot have annual incomes that
exceed 200 percent of federal
poverty guidelines. Individuals
are encouraged to call to see if
they qualify.
Clinic appointments are required and must be made by
Thursday, March 29.
To register, contact Mission
First Legal Aid Ofﬁce at 601
608-0056.
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Kindergarten Roundup
Jackson Public Schools will have Kindergarten Roundup Day Friday,
April 6, from 9 a.m.–12 p.m. All parents and their children who will be
entering kindergarten in Jackson Public Schools for the 2018–2019
school year are invited to participate.
This event will give participants who currently attend local child care
facilities, Head Start Centers and elementary schools in the city of
Jackson a chance to experience a day in kindergarten in an elementary
school setting.
JPS elementary schools will host Kindergarten Roundup Day events
for the families in their area. All participants are welcome to dress as
cowboys or cowgirls.
For more information call (601) 960-4002.

JPS teacher honored
as 2018 mississippi
art educator at
national convention
Mississippi Link Newswire
The National Art Education Association has named
Renna Moore of Forest Hill
High School to receive the
2018 Mississippi Art Educator Award. This award honors
an outstanding member from
each state or province association whose service and contribution to art education merits
recognition and acclaim. The
award was presented at the
NAEA National Convention
held March 22-24 in Seattle,
WA.
“This award is being given
to recognize excellence in
professional accomplishment
and service by a dedicated art
educator,” said NAEA President Kim Huyler Deﬁbaugh.
“Renna Moore exempliﬁes
the highly qualiﬁed art educators active in education today:
leaders, teachers, students,
scholars and advocates who
give their best to their students
and the profession.”
This award was ﬁrst presented when Moore was honored
as the Bill Poirier Art Educator
of the Year by the Mississippi
Art Education Association in
the fall of 2017. It is the top
award presented to art educators in the state.
Moore has been an art teacher at Forest Hill for four years
and has been teaching for 13.
She completed degrees in Art
Education and Gifted Learn-

Moore
ing at Mississippi College. She
has led the school’s art students to outstanding individual
achievements. In 2018, 13 of
her students were recognized
with Scholastic Art Awards.
For the past three years, one
of her art students has been
the overall state winner of the
Youth Art Month competition.
NAEA is the professional
association for art educators.
Members include elementary,
secondary, middle level and
high school art teachers; university and college professors;
education directors who oversee education in our nation’s
ﬁne art museums, administrators and supervisors who
oversee art education in school
districts, state departments of
education, arts councils; and
teaching artists throughout the
United States and many foreign countries.
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Forest Hill High School
scholastic art winners
Mississippi Link Newswire
Student-artists from Forest Hill High School were
recognized as Scholastic Art
Awards winners for 2018. The
school had four Gold Key winners, ﬁve Silver Key winners
and a number of Honorable
Mentions.
Senior Brandon Miner received two regional Gold Key
awards, one in photography for
a work titled Proud and Bold
in Monochromatic and one in
mixed media for a work titled
Speak, Hear, See. His mixed
media piece has garnered a
National Gold Medal. It will
be on display in New York
City in the month of June. As
a National Medal winner, he
and a guest will receive tickets
to the National Ceremony at
Carnegie Hall to be held June
7, 2018.
The works of the regional
Gold Key winners were on
exhibit at the Mississippi Museum of Art through March
25. An Honors Reception was
held at the museum to celebrate the achievements of all
of the student artists.
The Scholastic Awards presents three levels of regional
awards for works submitted
to local programs. The Gold
Key is for the very best submissions. These works are
automatically considered for
national-level recognition. The
Silver Key is given for standout works that demonstrate
exceptional ability. Honorable
Mention is awarded for accomplished works submitted
to local programs showing
great skill and potential.
The winners from Forest
Hill are students of 2018 Mis-

sissippi Art Educator Renna
Moore.
2018 Gold Key Winners
Brittany Bradley, 10, Moore,
Painting, Tatu Kanya or Perplexed Beauty
Brandon Miner, 12, Moore,
Photography, Proud and Bold
in Monochromatic
Brandon Miner, 12, Moore,
Mixed Media, Speak, Hear,
and See
Ashley
Thurman,
10,
Moore, Photography, Innocence almost lost
2018 Silver Key Winners
Brittany Bradley, 10, Moore,
Mixed Media, I Dream of Africa
Sondon Brown, 11, Moore,
Drawing and Illustration, I
turn toward the light
Michaela Jacobs, 10, Moore,
Mixed Media, Connected
Antwion Leﬂore, 10, Moore,
Mixed Media, Escaping from
the Hive
Devinn White, 12, Moore,
Editorial Cartoon, A Visit to
the Violent Carnival
2018 Honorable Mention
Jordan Harper, 11, Moore,
Painting, Watch Your Words
Antwion Leﬂore, 10, Moore,
Drawing and Illustration, Lose
the noise, embrace the color
Brandon Miner, 12, Moore,
Art Portfolio, Beautiful Goddess
Brandon Miner, 12, Moore,
Photography, Pondering and
Curious
De’nijha Smith, 12, Moore,
Digital Art, You talk just like
a white girl?
Kiara
Thompson,
12,
Moore, Mixed Media, Koi Adventure
Amber Wheat, 10, Moore,
Mixed Media, African Sun

Brandon Minor of Forest Hill stands beside his National Gold Medal winning art
piece on display at the Mississippi Museum Art.

Brittany Bradley, a 10th grader at Forest Hill, stands beside her Gold Key
winner, Tatu Kanya.

Forest Hill 2018 Scholastic Art Awards winners

Multiplication challenge is a win-win for Walton
Mississippi Link Newswire
Are you smarter than Mountain Dew? Walton Elementary
fourth graders answered that
with a resounding “yes” as they
faced employees from Brown
Bottling Group for the ninth
year of the school’s Multiplication Challenge. The event was
held February 23 just before the
start of state tests.
The school holds the event
with Brown Bottling to boost
students’ enthusiasm for math
and help them prepare for upcoming state tests. It is a schoolwide affair, with students from
lower grades cheering on their
school team.
“We ﬁnd this is a great way
to get students ﬁred up about
math, and the students take the
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Walton fourth-grade students faced employees from Brown Bottling
Group for the annual Multiplication Challenge held February 23 in the
school’s auditorium.
competition very seriously,”
said Marilyn Williams, Mountain Dew’s adopt-a-school coordinator. “It’s a win-win for all
involved, and the atmosphere in
the auditorium is electric with
the younger students cheering

on the fourth graders.”
“We are extremely appreciative of the support from Mountain Dew/Brown Bottling, said
Principal Mathis Sheriff. “Our
scholars are always excited to
participate in the annual Mul-

Subscribe TODAY

tiplication Challenge. It drives
them to really learn their multiplication facts in a fun way.
Celebrating 30 years as a partner is a true testament of Brown
Bottling and Walton’s commitment to collaborate and support
the entire school community.”
Brown Bottling Group has
been an adopt-a-school partner with Walton Elementary
for more than 30 years. The
company celebrated this milestone in September 2017 during its annual “Pete the Cate”
book giveaway when it donated
$1,000 to the school.
At this year’s multiplication
challenge, Brown Bottling presented another $2,500 to the
school for improvements to the
auditorium.
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MDE announces 2018
State Teacher of the
Year, Administrator of
the Year ﬁnalists
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) announced this week
the ﬁnalists for the 2018 Administrator of the Year and the 2018 Teacher
of the Year.
The Mississippi Administrator of the
Year program honors an administrator
who demonstrates superior ability to
inspire teachers, employs exemplary
leadership practices and participates as
an active member of the community.
The recipient will receive a $5,000 stipend and will share expertise through
various presentations, professional
development and activities for the improvement of education in the state.
Likewise, the Mississippi Teacher of
the Year program recognizes exemplary teachers in the state. The award recipient will be asked to share expertise
through various presentations, professional development and activities for
the improvement of education. The
recipient also will receive a $5,000 stipend and will represent Mississippi in
the National Teacher of the Year competition.
Mississippi’s 2018 Administrator of
the Year and the 2018 Teacher of the
Year will be announced on April 13
beginning at 11 a.m., at the Old Capitol Inn in Jackson.
Administrator of the Year ﬁnalists:
Congressional District 1 ﬁnalist:
Bradley Roberson, principal, Oxford
High School, Oxford School District
Personal philosophy snapshot: Roberson believes that “the lives of young
people and the well-being of their
communities, state and country are too
valuable for failure to be an option.”
Congressional District 2 ﬁnalist:
Kathleen Grigsby, principal, Davis
Magnet Elementary School, Jackson
Public School District
Personal philosophy snapshot:
Grigsby believes that “educators must
desire to reach and lead each child to
his or her maximum potential through
a whole child approach.”
Congressional District 3 ﬁnalist:
Charles Frazier, principal, Brandon
High School, Rankin County School
District
Personal philosophy snapshot: Frazier believes that “education is the
foundation by which we build our successes in life and teaching is how we
ensure the educational system is sustainable.”
Congressional District 4 ﬁnalist:
Howard Savage Jr., principal, Quitman
High School, Quitman School District
Personal philosophy snapshot: Savage believes that “professional learning is essential to building capacity to
improve student achievement.”
Teacher of the Year ﬁnalists:
Congressional District 1 ﬁnalist:
Whitney Drewrey, teacher, (3rd–5th
grade Mild/Moderate and Severe/
Profound students), Lafayette Upper
Elementary School, Lafayette School
District
Personal philosophy snapshot: Drewrey believes that “all students can
learn if given the appropriate environment and they need to be nurtured in
order to see growth.”
Congressional District 2 ﬁnalist:
Malaika Quarterman, teacher, (4th
– 12th grade Theatre/Arts), Power
Academic Performing Arts Complex
(APAC), Jackson Public School District
Personal philosophy snapshot:
Quarterman believes that “her mission
for every class is to transform each
scholar’s book knowledge and understanding of academic material into a
personal reﬂective work of art that will

Roberson

Grigsby

Frazier

Savage
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High school
students offered
multiple pathways
to graduation
By Rosemary G. Aultman
Chair, Mississippi State Board of Education
There are no exit
exams required for
graduation in Mississippi. Yet there seems
to be confusion or
simply mis-information that continues to persist around
this topic. I’m hopeful this information will provide clarity around the
issue of end-of-course assessments
in high school.
The Mississippi Department of
Education (MDE) administers assessments in four subject areas upon
completion of the courses. Subject
areas are algebra 1, biology 1, English II and U.S. history. Tests for
mathematics, science and English
are required by state and federal law.
The U.S. history test is established by
policy of the Mississippi State Board
of Education (Board).
In 2013, state law required students
to pass the end-of-course assessments
in order to earn a diploma. However,
that is no longer the case. In 2014, the
board adopted a policy that provides
alternate routes to graduation. Therefore, a passing score on each assessment is not the sole requirement for
graduation in Mississippi. However
more than 80 percent of high school
students in the state meet graduation
requirements by passing the end-ofcourse exams. The remaining 20 percent meet the requirements through
an alternate pathway.
Because we realize that all students have academic strengths and
weaknesses, providing multiples options for showing mastery has proven
beneﬁcial for the students. These options include scoring a 17 or better on
the ACT in core areas of the college
entrance exam, scoring C or better on
college courses taken while in high
school, and certain scores on military
entrance of career technical exams.

As a result of providing multiple
pathways to earn a diploma, and contrary to some mis-information, graduation rates have risen. In fact, Mississippi’s graduation rate has reached
an all-time high of 83 percent, just
one point shy of the national rate of
84 percent. Since the policy change,
drop-out rates have declined for the
fourth consecutive year to 10.6 percent, down from 13.9 percent in
2014.
School districts across the state are
working diligently to provide support
for students who need additional help
in order to receive a traditional diploma. Mississippi is being recognized
nationally for the hard work taking
place in classrooms across the state.
Every indicator the board and the
MDE monitors is on the rise, from
kindergarten readiness and literacy
to student academic performance,
and yes, graduation rates. We have
set more rigorous learning standards
which are comparable to many high
performing states and we are reaping the beneﬁts. And yes, progress
is measured through challenging assessments at the end of course, but
when students understand the expectations and are provided the support
and resources, they will rise to meet
those expectations.
The board and MDE will continue
to set high goals but in doing so will
also provide professional development to teachers and administrators
to ensure the rigor in the classroom
reﬂects the learning goals for the
state.
If Mississippi’s educational system
is to reach its full potential of producing young people who can meet
the challenges of college or a highly
skilled job, we must continue to offer
students multiple paths for reaching
their full potential. Our state’s future
depends on it.

Hinds CC Phi Beta Lambda
at JATC recognized by
state chapter
Drewrey

Quarterman

Linda Pates and Phi Beta Lambda Club members
Comer

Davis

The Mississippi Link Newswire

fuel their desire to learn more.”
Congressional District 3 ﬁnalist:
Jana Comer, teacher, (8th grade
English/Language Arts), Brandon
Middle School, Rankin County School
District
Personal philosophy snapshot: Comer believes that “all students deserve a
secure learning environment where the
development of a growth mindset and
the concept of being a lifelong learner
are fostered.”

Congressional District 4 ﬁnalist:
Leigh Ann Davis, teacher, (Middle
School ICT II, Computer Discovery,
and Science), Middle School of Poplarville, Poplarville School District
Personal philosophy snapshot: Davis believes that “as individual needs
evolve, the students’ ability to transfer
independently between chosen assignments and assessments cultivates an
atmosphere of relevance and student
ownership.”

The Phi Beta Lambda Club at the
Hinds Community College Jackson
Campus-Academic/Technical Center
attended the Spring 2018 State Phi
Beta Lambda Leadership Conference
at Mississippi University for Women
Feb. 21-23.
The club was presented with a $750
check for having the largest increase
in membership in the state. The club
has 25 members for 2018-19, said
Linda Pates, club advisor.

As Mississippi’s largest community
college, Hinds Community College is
a comprehensive institution offering
quality, affordable educational opportunities with academic programs of
study leading to seamless university
transfer and career and technical programs teaching job-ready skills.
With six locations in central Mississippi, Hinds enrolls about 12,000
students each fall semester.
To learn more, visit www.hindscc.
edu or call 1.800.HindsCC

8 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

MARCH 29 - APRIL 4, 2018

Margaret Walker Center to
unveil interpretive plaque
in Farish Street Park
Jackson State University
On Thursday, March 22, the
Margaret Walker Center and
Signiﬁcant Developments unveiled an interpretive plaque
for the public sculpture Farish
Quilt in Farish Street Park at the
corner of North Farish St. and
East Hamilton St. in Jackson.
This new interpretive plaque
tells the story of the creation
of this notable Jackson public
art work by artist Linda Trobaugh, commissioned to be a
playground sculpture in the
new Farish Street Park upon its
opening in February 1986.
The interpretive plaque includes full text for Margaret
Walker’s “A Patchwork Quilt,”
a section of Walker’s “A Poem
for Farish Street” commissioned by Linda Trobaugh to
accompany the sculpture and
published as the ﬁnal poem in
Walker’s 1989 book This Is My
Century.
The Farish Street/Main Street
Project, the Margaret Walker
Center and Signiﬁcant Developments have installed this interpretive plaque to recognize
the role that the arts can play
in holding historical memory
in public spaces. The sculpture
and the poem bring focus to the
culturally rich history of the
people of Farish Street as one of
the largest black business districts in the South during segregation and remind us of the
small community of business
owners and neighbors who continue to bring life to the area.
In 1986, the creation of Farish Street Park and this sculpture were intended to spark increased efforts to revitalize this
historic district established during Reconstruction.
This plaque is an offering to
the people of the Farish Street
community whom this sculpture celebrates and a nudge to
all of Mississippi to continue
our efforts to honor the legacy
of this area.
Participating in the program
were Rev. C. Edward Rhodes
II, pastor of Mt. Helm Baptist
Church; Robert Blaine, chief
administrative ofﬁcer of the

city of Jackson; Dorothy Davis, president of Farish Street
Community of Shalom; Helen
Crump of the Jackson State

University Department of English; Hickman M. Johnson,
pastor of Farish Street Baptist
Church; Janet Scott, executive

director of the Greater Jackson
Arts Council and Rev. David
McCoy, pastor of Central United Methodist Church on Farish
Street.
Trobaugh is currently a practicing architect in San Mateo,
Calif. She impacted Mississippi through her friendships
and memorable contributions to
our collective memory such as
design work for the children’s
gallery at the previous location
of the Mississippi Museum of
Art for which she and Samuel
Mockbee, working together as a
joint venture, received an Honor Award from the AIA.
The children’s sculpture for
which our interpretive plaque
is being placed was also celebrated nationally; exhibited in
Urban Center Galleries in New
York.
Trobaugh holds a Master of
Architecture degree from the
Graduate School of Design at
Harvard University.
Both an archive and a museum, the Margaret Walker Center
is dedicated to the preservation,
interpretation, and dissemination of African-American history and culture. Founded by
Margaret Walker in 1968, the
center honors her academic
and artistic legacy through its
manuscript holdings and oral
histories, interpretation of
African-American history and
culture through its museum and
exhibits, coordination of public
programs, preservation of historic structures central to the
African-American experience,
and advocation of Black Studies at Jackson State University.
Signiﬁcant Developments is
a performative art work testing
the ability of the for-proﬁt business framework to enact a community empowerment agenda.
Initiated by long-time Jackson artist daniel johnson in
2013, Signiﬁcant Developments brings together artists
working across sectors to craft
nonlinear advancement strategies for individuals, businesses
and organizations through a
process emphasizing a spirit of
play and rigorous practice.
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Azariah Foster is
SWAC athlete of
the week

Foster
Jackson State University
Jackson State University
track and ﬁeld athlete Azariah
Foster said he was shocked to
learn that he was selected as
the SWAC athlete of the week.
“I am beyond grateful for
this achievement because I
know my hard work, dedication and the training from
my coaches is paying off,” he
said.
A team captain for the Tigers, Foster recently competed in relays at Texas Southern
University becoming the dual
winner for JSU after taking ﬁ rst place in the 110-meter hurdles (14.43s) and the
400-meter hurdles (52.00s).
The athlete’s time in the
400-meter hurdles is No. 1
amongst SWAC athletes and
No. 6 in the national performance list rankings.
If he had to choose, Foster
favors the long-distance hurdles.

“I feel like the 400-meter
hurdles are special to me because it’s a longer race than the
110-meter hurdles. I can run
comfortably, and I have room
to make an error and correct
the situation and still run a
fast time,” said the junior from
Covington, Georgia.
Expressing that he is in a
great place mentally and physically, Foster has his sights set
on becoming a champion.
“I know there are more personal bests, as I continue to
move forward and I just get
more and more excited as the
season progresses,” he said.
“I feel really conﬁdent in my
training and my ability to
persevere and become SWAC
champion in the future.”
Foster and the Tigers will
head to Austin, Texas to
compete at the 91st Clyde
Littleﬁeld Texas Relays, Built
by Home Depot March 29March 31.

JSU in top three of
HBCUs awarding
doctorates to black
students

JSU mourns tragic loss of student
Jackson State University
Jackson State University
is saddened to announce the
death of 19-year-old Lawrence
Joshua, a freshman computer
science major. The incident occurred at Dixon Residence Hall
in the early afternoon of Sunday, March 25.
“Our hearts go out to his family, friends and the JSU community as we mourn this untimely
and tragic death. Our students
are always our ﬁrst concern,
and we have made counselors

available to help them cope
with this unfortunate loss,” said
JSU President William B. Bynum Jr.
According to the Jackson
State University Department of
Public Safety, there was no evidence of foul play; however, the
incident is still under investigation.
Counseling is available to students, faculty and staff through
the Latasha Norman Center for
Counseling.
To contact the center call 601

979-0374 between the hours of
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday.
About Jackson State University: Challenging Minds,
Changing Lives
Jackson State University,
founded in 1877, is a historically black, high research activity
university located in Jackson,
the capital city of Mississippi.
Jackson State’s nurturing academic environment challenges
individuals to change lives
through teaching, research and
service. Ofﬁcially designated

as Mississippi’s Urban University, Jackson State continues to
enhance the state, nation and
world through comprehensive
economic development, healthcare, technological and educational initiatives. The only
public university in metropolitan Jackson, Jackson State is located near downtown, with six
satellite locations throughout
the area.
For more information, visit
www.jsums.edu or call 601979-2121.

Jackson State University
Among all U.S. colleges
and universities, Jackson State
University ranked 3rd for the
highest number of doctorates
awarded to black scholars over
a ﬁve year period. From 20122016, 161 JSU students received
terminal degrees.
Walden University, headquartered in Minneapolis,
awarded 839 doctoral degrees.
Howard University in Washington, D.C. came in second

place with 348 students receiving doctorates.
The next 10 universities in
the National Science Foundation rankings were all large
predominately white institutions. The only other historically black university in the top 20
producers of African-American
doctorates was Morgan State
University, which solidﬁed the
14th spot by awarding 113 doctorates to African Americans
during the same span.
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Black cop involved in deadly
shooting of unarmed Stephon Clark
By By Frederick H. Lowe
TriceEdneyWire.com
A black Sacramento, Calif., police
ofﬁcer and his partner shot to death a
22-year-old unarmed African-American man whose killing has sparked
protests, more unanswered questions
about deadly police shootings, the reliability of witness identiﬁcation and
whether the police killed the wrong
man for a property crime.
The ofﬁce of John Burris, a prominent civil rights attorney based in
Oakland, California, Friday identiﬁed the ofﬁcers as Jared Robinet and
Terrence Mercadal. They have been
assigned to desk duty, following the
deadly shooting of Stephon Clark.
Mercadal is black.
A protest march in the aftermath
of the shooting shut down Interstate
5 and almost disrupted the game between the Sacramento Kings and the
Atlanta Hawks. Angry protestors
chanting Clark’s name and “Black
Lives Matter” also blocked Golden 1
Center’s entrances, the Kings’ home
court. This forced employees to lock
the doors, preventing most of the fans
from getting inside. Nonetheless, a
small number of fans did get inside,
and the game went on though it was
delayed. Sacramento won.
Vivek Ranadive, the Kings’ majority owner, spoke to the crowd from
center court after the game. Ranadive
called for unity. NBA Hall of Famer
Shaquille O’Neal also owns a piece of
the Kings.
Sacramento residents were protesting the March 18 deadly shooting of
Clark in his grandmother’s backyard.
The two police ofﬁcers each ﬁred 10
shots at Clark, claiming he was armed
with a gun. He was holding only a
cell phone. After the shooting, the police ofﬁcers reloaded their guns and
waited ﬁve minutes for other cops to
arrive before administering CPR. The
cops also switched off their microphones and body cameras.

We must revive
King’s campaign
against poverty
By Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr.
Founder and President of
Rainbow PUSH Coalition

Clark

Stephon Clark and family
Police were dispatched to the 7500
block of 29th Street after a caller
claimed a man was breaking car and
truck windows. The caller said the
alleged thief was a man about 6’1’’
to 6’ 3” inches tall and thin. He did
not mention the person’s race. The
caller said the burglar was wearing
a hooded sweatshirt with white dots
and stripes on the front.
The Sacramento Sheriff’s Department helicopter trailed the suspect
in the air, leading police to Clark’s
grandmother’s backyard where
Robinet and Mercadal confronted
him. Clark approached them with
his cellphone in one hand. The cops
started shooting, later claiming that
they believed he was armed and that

they feared for their lives. Clark was
wearing a hooded sweatshirt, with a
“North Face” logo on its front. Clark’s
brother said Stephon was either 5’8’
or 5’9.” The right man or not?
On Wednesday, a reporter asked
Sacramento Police Chief Daniel
Hahn, who is black, if he believes
Clark was the man neighbors reported was breaking car windows. “Do I
believe he was the one based on what
we know now? I believe that, yeah,
but can we factually say it yet? No.
But when and if we can, we will put
that out,” Hahn told The Sacramento
Bee newspaper.
In the book “Chokehold: Policing
Black Men,” author Paul Butler points
out that the most-common fear about

African-American men is that they
are responsible for committing most
crimes. “For young black men, this
stereotype is so deeply entrenched
that unless they afﬁrmatively demonstrate they are not criminals, people
assume they are,” Butler wrote. For
example, a white woman in Evanston,
Illinois, near Chicago, saw a black
man getting into a car. She called police and said he was trying to steal it.
Four Evanston cops rushed the man,
later identiﬁed as Lawrence Crosby,
a Ph.D student at Northwestern University, and violently threw him to the
ground. It was later learned that the
25-year-old Crosby was getting into
his own car.
Butler added another surprising
fact. Although most deadly shootings
of black men by white cops receive a
lot of media attention, studies show it
is more likely for a black cop to shoot
a black person.
A study by ProPublica, referenced
in Butler’s book, analyzed federal
data from deadly shootings from 2010
to 2012. Seventy-eight percent of people African-American ofﬁcers shot
were black compared to 46 percent of
the people killed by white cops.
The deadly shooting of Clark occurred in Sacramento where Advance
Peace, a civic organization, and police have developed a unique program
to reduce shootings and deadly shootings.

Fifty years later, Fair Housing Act
has failed to deliver full justice
By Charlene Crowell
NNPA News Wire Columnist
Although golden
anniversaries are often considered milestone moments accompanied by festive
celebrations, two such
observances in April
2018 are bittersweet memories for
much of black America. One took the
life of an unparalleled preacher, orator, author, activist and Nobel Peace
Prize laureate. The other marks the
enactment of what many would argue is the strongest of the civil rights
laws enacted during the 1960s: The
Fair Housing Act.
As observances begin across the
country, now is an appropriate time
to recall how fair housing was a key
issue for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
In fact, Chicago became his chosen
battleground for fair housing, bringing a national spotlight to the multiple ills of segregated and sub-standard housing. In early 1966, Dr. King
moved his family into one of the
city’s ghetto apartments to dramatize
how people were forced to live.
On August 5, 1966 during a march
through an all-white neighborhood, a
riot exploded with racial taunts and
hurled bricks. Remarking on the hostility encountered, Dr. King said, “I
have seen many demonstrations in
the South; but I have never seen anything so hostile and so hateful as I’ve
seen here today.”
By the time Dr. King’s life was
snuffed out by a sniper’s bullet in
Memphis April 4, 1968, the cause of
fair housing was also on the minds
of Congress. The same day Dr.
King was martyred, the U.S. Senate
passed a fair housing bill and sent it
to the House of Representatives for
further consideration. On April 10,
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in Oval Ofﬁce with President Lyndon B. Johnson
the House passed the measure.
With a signing ceremony the following day, April 11, President Lyndon B. Johnson’s signature enacted a
federal law that banned discrimination in the sale, rental and ﬁnancing
of housing. Legally, no longer could
people be rejected due to their race,
religion, or ethnicity.
In his remarks, President Johnson
said in part, “With this bill, the voice
of justice speaks again. It proclaims
that fair housing for all – all human
beings who live in this country – is
now a part of the American way of
life…We all know that the roots of
injustice run deep.”
Unfortunately, 50 years of legal
roots supporting fair housing has
failed to deliver full justice. For many
blacks and other people of color, fair
housing today remains just as elusive
as it was in 1968.
A year-long analysis of 31 million
records by the Center for Investigative Reporting found that:
The homeownership gap between
blacks and whites is now wider than
it was during the Jim Crow era. Another independent research report by
the Economic Policy Institute found

that the difference in black homeownership between 1968 and 2018
is virtually the same – 41.1 percent
(1968) compared to 41.2 percent
(2018);
In 61 metro areas across the country, blacks were 2.7 times more likely
than whites to be denied a conventional mortgage loan;
As the number of non-bank mortgage lenders rise, these businesses
are not required to adhere to the
Community Reinvestment Act that
requires lending to low-income borrowers and in blighted areas.
Each year, the Center for Responsible Lending (CRL) releases an
analysis of the annual Home Mortgage Disclosure Act, the most comprehensive mortgage lending report,
and the only one that includes data on
lending by race and ethnicity. CRL’s
most recent analysis found that in
2016, conventional mortgage lenders
continue to serve white and wealthier
borrowers. Despite broad support for
large banks following the most recent
housing crisis, blacks, Latinos and
other borrowers of color are mostly
accessing government-insured mortgage programs such as FHA or VA.

Even upper income blacks are overrepresented in FHA.
In plain English, that means fewer
banks offer mortgage loans to average Americans and talks about the
future of mortgage lending fail to
provide for greater access. Once
again, the same communities that
suffered the worst losses during the
Great Recession remain at a ﬁnancial disadvantage. Homeownership
is still a solid wealth building block.
As home values appreciate, ﬁnancial
gains are achieved. But for those shut
out of these opportunities, the chance
to safely build family wealth is denied.
Further, a recent report by CRL
and the National Urban League analyzing a proposed draft of legislation
from Senators Bob Corker (TN) and
Mark Warner (VA) to reform the nation’s housing ﬁnance system found it
will harm access to affordable mortgage loans and the overall housing
market. The proposal removes key
affordability mechanism such as the
broad duty to serve, including affordable housing goals. It also weakens
fair lending enforcement under the
Fair Housing Act by inserting business judgment protection for guarantors’ decisions on access – despite the
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that such
claims are permissible under the Fair
Housing Act.
Just as President Johnson stated
50 years ago, “We have come some
of the way, not near all of it. There is
much yet to do.”
Despite the passage of a half century, our journey towards fair housing remains unﬁnished.
Charlene Crowell is the Center
for Responsible Lending’s Communications Deputy Director. She can
be reached at Charlene.crowell@
responsiblelending.org.

April 4 will mark the 50th anniversary of the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., shot
down on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. At the time, we had come to
Memphis to support striking sanitation workers seeking a living wage and a union.
Dr. King was focused on organizing a Poor People’s Campaign, an effort to bring people together
across lines of race, religion and region to call on
the country to address the grinding poverty of the
day. Fifty years later, poverty remains unﬁnished
business.

COMMENTARY
In Memphis, according to the authoritative
2017 Memphis Poverty Fact Sheet compiled by
Elena Delavega of the University of Memphis,
nearly 27 percent of the population – more than
one in four – is in poverty. A horrifying 45 percent of children live in poverty. They suffer from
inadequate food, health care, insecure housing
and impoverished schools. Poverty has been going up among all races, except for people over 65,
protected a bit by the earned beneﬁts of Social
Security and Medicare.
Memphis is the poorest metropolitan area with
a population over 1 million in the United States.
In the last years of his life, Dr. King turned his
attention to the plague of war, poverty and continued racial injustice. He understood that the
war on poverty had been lost in the jungles of
Vietnam. The Civil Rights Movement had successfully eliminated legal segregation and won
blacks the right to vote. Now it was time to turn
to this unﬁnished business. We should not let the
trauma of his death divorce us from the drama of
his life; nor the riots that came in reaction to erase
the agenda that he put forth for action.
Dr. King took up residency on Chicago’s West
Side in the summer of 1966, carrying his movement to the North. At the center of that agenda
was a call grounded in the economic bill of rights
that President Franklin D. Roosevelt put forth
coming out of the Great Depression and World
War II. Americans, he argued, had come to understand the need for a guarantee of basic opportunity: the right to a job at a living wage, the right
to health care, to quality public education, to affordable housing, to a secure retirement. Now, 50
years later, we should revive Dr. King’s mission,
not simply honor his memory.
In the course of those years, African Americans
have experienced much progress and many reversals. Over the last decades, blacks have suffered
the ravages of mass incarceration and a racially
biased criminal justice system. In 2008, African
Americans suffered the largest loss of personal
wealth in the mortgage crisis and ﬁnancial collapse. Schools have been re-segregated as neighborhoods have grown more separated by race and
class. New voter repression schemes have spread
across the country. Gun violence wreaks the biggest toll among our poorest neighborhoods.
Through his life, Dr. King remained committed
to non-violence. He sought to build an inter-racial
coalition, openly disagreeing with those who
championed black separatism or ﬂirted with violence. He would have been overjoyed at the young
men and women organizing the massive protests
against gun violence, building a diverse movement, making the connection between the horror
of school shootings in the suburbs and street shootings in our cities. And he would have been thrilled
to see his 9-year-old granddaughter, Yolanda Renee King, rouse the crowd with her presence and
her words: “My grandfather had a dream that his
four little children would not be judged by the
color of their skin, but the content of their character. I have a dream that enough is enough and this
should be a gun-free world, period.”
Now as we mark the 50th anniversary of his
death, let us resurrect the mission of his life.
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland set the tone,
when he announced that the city would offer
grants to the 14 living strikers from that time, and
establish a matching grant program to subsidize
the retirement savings of active sanitation workers. He hopes to expand this to all city workers
not covered by the public pension plan.
At the national level, we should act boldly.
Social Security and Medicare have dramatically
reduced poverty among the elderly. With a jobsguarantee policy, a Medicare for All program, a
$15 minimum wage, debt-free college and affordable child care, we could slash poverty, open up
opportunity and lift hope across the country. We
have the resources; the only question is whether
we have the will. That will take organizing, nonviolent protests, voter registration and mobilization – a modern-day poor people’s campaign.
“We will not be silenced,” said the young leaders
at the March for Our Lives. That surely is a necessary ﬁrst step.
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MS House of Representatives holds to solid road plan
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Today, House leadership
stood ﬁrm during negotiations
with Senate leadership over an
infrastructure bill.
Over the last few years, the
House has consistently sought

ways to effectively address Mississippi’s infrastructure needs.
One of the primary goals of the
House has been to assist local
cities and counties by providing
them real money for road and
bridge repair and maintenance.

“We did not believe the proposal presented by the Senate
resulted in real dollars to the cities and counties,” said Speaker
of the House Philip Gunn. “City
and county leaders supported
the House’s efforts and were en-

Pastor Tanner opens Senate with prayer

Elder Nicholas Tanner (left), pastor of Collis Hill Church of Christ Holiness in Terry, delivered an
opening prayer to the State Senate March 22, at the invitation of Senator David Blount, who led the
Pledge of Allegiance before Lt. Governor Tate Reeves led lawmakers into the day’s business.

couraged with the direction the
house was moving. We believe
our proposal actually met the
needs put forth by the cities and
counties, along with the state as
a whole.
“The house refuses to adopt

a bill that does nothing to fully
address the needs of cities and
counties,” he continued “I am
proud of the house for being
serious in its quest of ﬁnding a
solution to the funding needs of
our roads and bridges in Missis-

sippi. We will continue to work
toward a solution we feel is both
useful and real.”
The house was able to secure
$50 million in bonds for the Local System Bridge Replacement
and Rehabilitation Program.

Brandon C. Fisher of Jackson recently
served as a page for the Mississippi Senate

Brandon C. Fisher of Jackson recently served as a page for the Mississippi Senate. Pages generally
run errands for ofﬁcials and Senate staff. Brandon is pictured with Lt. Governor Tate Reeves, who
sponsored his visit. Brandon is the son of Christopher and Grace Fisher and attends Murrah High
School. When asked about the week, Brandon said, “The Senate is like your mom... it always watches
over you.”

Raymond Boys Basketball Team honored with HR 56
Representatives Jarvis Dortch,
Deborah
Dixon,
Edward
Blackmon and Greg Holloway
presented the Raymond High
School Boys Basketball Team
with House Resolution 56 in
the House Chamber March
22. The resolution commends
the team for winning the
2018 MHSAA Class 4A State
Basketball Championship.

First African-American female orthodontist commended
Representative Greg Holloway
presented Dr. Chandra Minor
of Hazlehurst with House
Resolution 52 March 21, in
the House Chamber. The
resolution commends Dr.
Minor for being the ﬁrst
African-American
female
orthodontist in the state of
Mississippi.
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The greatest
invitation
P

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
Jesus said in
the latter part
of John 10:10,
“I am come
that they might
have life, and
that they might
have it more abundantly ( or in
the fullest measure).” We read
in Isaiah 55:1-2 these words,
“Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he
that hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy
wine and milk without money
and without price. Wherefore
do ye spend money for that
which is not bread? And your
labour for that which satisﬁeth
not? hearken diligently unto
me, and eat ye that which is
good, and let your soul delight
itself in fatness.”
Some individuals have
said that if they could live in
a different area, had a different spouse, had more money,
could attend a different congregation, or had a different

A

R

pastor, then they would be
contented and happy. However, that is not true. What
they need to do is give up self
and their own ideas and accept
God’s way. Only then will
they be fully contented, happy
and fulﬁlled.
If you are unhappy, you
need to be honest with yourself. The reason you are discontented and unhappy is that
you are struggling with your
own self-will. A child of God
is truly contented, satisﬁed
and fulﬁlled. Nothing in this
world can satisfy the cravings of the soul. If you will
not give up self, you are making yourself miserable and
keeping yourself from being
contented, fulﬁlled and happy
with life.
Friend, you need to be honest. Are you truly happy? Most
people today are not really
honest. They blame this one or
that one for their own unhappiness, but the real reason for
it is their lack of submission to
God and His will.

T

1

My friend, if you are in a
congregation where truth is
preached, yet you are unhappy with the congregation and
your pastor, then you are hindering yourself from enjoying
God’s blessings. If that is the
case, you would not even be
happy under Moses’ leadership, Jesus’ leadership or any
one of the Apostles’ leadership. If you wrestle with your
own thoughts and the thoughts
of others, you need to give
yourself to God; then you can
enjoy life to its fullest.
There are things that you
cannot buy with money. How
rich is God? The Apostle Paul
wrote in Philippians 4:19, “But
my God shall supply all your
need according to his riches
in glory by Christ Jesus.”
God is the richest one in the
world. We are unable to calculate how truly wealthy God
is; there are not enough digits
out there. God, through the
Psalmist, said in Psalms 50:1012:, “For every beast of the
forest is mine, and the cattle

upon a thousand hills. I know
all the fowls of the mountains:
and the wild beasts of the ﬁeld
are mine. If I were hungry, I
would not tell thee: for the
world is mine, and the fulness
thereof.” No bank in the world
could hold all the riches that
God possesses.
Jesus said in Luke 12:15.
“…,Take heed, and beware of
covetousness: for a man’s life
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which
he possesseth.” Some of the
wealthiest people in the world
are the most discontented and
dissatisﬁed. Happiness and
contentment are not contingent upon worldly possessions. The things of this world
cannot satisfy the soul.
Next week, Part II, “The
Greatest Invitation”
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is a
member of the National Association of Evangelism Church
of God, Anderson, Ind.
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A spoonful
of sugar
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
“A
spoonful
of sugar helps
the medicine go
down….in a most
delightful way”
are lyrics from
one of my favorite songs from the Mary Poppins
movie soundtrack. Maybe it’s
because I have a sweet tooth and
believe that everything is better
with chocolate but I’ve always
thought there was an interesting truth in that phrase. I like the
idea that adding a little something sweet to life can make
even the most challenging situations tolerable.
Teaching college English
gives me many opportunities to
practice adding that little bit of
“sugar” to some difﬁcult situations. For example, there are
times when I have to give constructive feedback on my students’ papers. The challenge is
how to be truthful without “killing” their conﬁdence in writing. I always try to ﬁ nd a way
to show them grace and love as
I make comments on their papers. One way I’ve done this is
to grade their papers in purple
ink instead of red ink. I think
that seeing soothing purple instead of glaring red might help
to soften the impact of my comments on their papers.
I also try the sandwich method that a co-worker shared with
me about four years ago. Like a
sandwich, I start with positive
comments, add a constructive
one, then ﬁ nish with a positive
one. I start with something good
“like great opening sentence,”
then add “this is a confusing,
run on sentence” then ﬁ nish with
“you make some good points
about your topic in your paper.”
This way, I am speaking truth

about where they need to improve while, hopefully, building
conﬁdence in their writing.
In the past nine months, I’ve
experienced deaths of loved
ones, broken relationships and
lost friendships. Those were
some very hard truths to accept.
However, what made this sometimes terribly bitter medicine
easier to swallow were a few
things: the support of friends
and the wisdom in God’s word.
Hebrews 13:5 reminds us that
God will never leave us nor forsake us. That’s the unconditional
love that we sometimes have a
hard time accepting.
Sometimes I get it so wrong
but I still believe that you can
say just about any hard truth to
someone as long as you say it
the right way. Some people say
that they are just “keepin’ it real”
when really they are just “keepin’ it cruel.” My mama always
says, “It’s never what you say,
but how you say it.”
We should strive to put into action the words of Ephesians 4:15,
“Instead, speaking the truth in
love, we will grow to become in
every respect the mature body
of him who is the head, that is,
Christ.” Jesus was the perfect
example of one who showed how
to speak truth while showing
love. He started with God’s love,
added the truth our need for redemption and topped it off with
the ultimate sign of love for us:
his death on the cross and resurrection.
Happy Resurrection weekend…celebrate Him because He
lives!
Shewanda Riley is a Dallas,
Texas based author of “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose After a Relationship
Ends.” Email her at preservedbypurpose@gmail.com or follow her on Twitter @shewanda.
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Bipartisan
energy for
HBCUs
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist
Congresswoman
Alma Adams (DNC) ain’t nothing but the truth.
From the time
she was elected to
Congress in 2014,
she was committed to making a
difference. One of her early acts
was the founding of the Congressional Bipartisan HBCU Caucus,
which she co-chairs with Alabama Republican Bradley Byrne.
She has grown the caucus to a
bipartisan, bicameral group of 74
members, including an array of
Democratic Congressional Black
Caucus members like Karen Bass
(D-CA), Eddie Bernice Johnson
(D-TX), GK Butterﬁeld (D-MO),
HBCU champion Jim Clyburn
(D-SC), former Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority President Marcia
Fudge (D-OH), and many others.
Many of the HBCU members
aren’t African-American or Democrat but understand the value
of HBCUs, like Adams’ fellow
North Carolinian Mark Walker
(R), Blaine Luetkemeyer (RMO), Trent Kelly (R-MS), Jared
Polis (D-CO), and others.
Adams has also attracted 13
senators, of both parties, to the
HBCU Caucus, including Cory
Booker (D-NJ), Richard Burr (RNC) Tim Scott (R-SC), Kamala
Harris (D-CA), David Perdue (RGA) and others. Alma Adams has
done an outstanding job in making the case for HBCUs with her
colleagues.
I’m not surprised. Adams is a
double dipping HBCU graduate,
having earned an undergraduate degree and a master’s degree
from North Carolina A&T State
University. (She earned her doctorate in art education and multicultural education from the Ohio
State University). She spent nearly 40 years as a professor at Bennett College (she was a faculty
member when I was president of
Bennett), while simultaneously
serving on the Greensboro City
School Board, the Greensboro
City Council, the North Carolina
State Senate (and chair of the
Legislative Black Caucus).
After she retired from Bennett
College, she ran for Congress
and prevailed through gerrymandering to be elected to a second
term in 2016. Through it all, she
has been a champion for HBCUs,
using her platform through the
North Carolina Legislature to
provide scholarship opportunities
for students and infrastructure
provisions for campuses. Steele
Hall, Bennett’s art gallery, would
not be there were it not for Adams’ advocacy and her acumen
for collaboration.
Now, as a member of Congress, she has assembled a coterie
of HBCU advocates to lobby for
HBCUs, even as higher education
authorization is being considered.
Between a breakfast sponsored
by Lyft, a lunch sponsored by
Intel, and a reception at Google
headquarters, three hundred or
so people, including members of
Congress, HBCU presidents (I
saw FAMU President Larry Robinson and the ﬁrst woman to lead
Bowie State University, Andrea
Hawkins Breaux at lunch), and
other stakeholders challenged
themselves to think about ways
HBCU can both attract more resources and prepare themselves
for the evolving world economy.
They’ve thrown a gauntlet out

for HBCUs because too many
are so busy replicating the PWI
model of higher education that
they’ve forgotten part of our original purpose.
HBCUs were founded to educate African-American people,
but they were also founded to
liberate us from the shackles of
enslavement and economic disparity. This can be done both by
educating professionals – lawyers, doctors, teachers, engineers,
and the like, but also by preparing
freedom ﬁghters. In recent years,
the focus has been more on the
former than the latter.
Harvey and Nelms suggest that
a “woke” HBCU has a curriculum that focuses on Afrocentric
education, global education, and
community education. While
much of the conversation at the
luncheon I attended focused on
engineering and STEAM (with
Oregon Democrat Suzanne Bonamici, STEAM Caucus co-chair
focusing on the balance that
comes when STEM is paired
with the arts), one of the more
poignant moments was Alabama
Congresswoman Terri Sewell’s
plea for ﬁnancial support for HBCUs as she lamented the projected closing of Selma’s Concordia
University at the end of this academic year.
Her plea made me wonder why
there aren’t more members of
the Congressional HBCU Caucus. Every Southern Republican
Senator ought to be HBCU advocates. Why? HBCUs are economic drivers for their states. They
provide education, generate jobs,
and are engines of local economic
development.
While most African Americans
are Democrats, few are indifferent to Republican support of
HBCUs that is transformative.
Instead, at about the same time
that Congresswoman Adams’
luncheon was taking place, Congresswoman Barbara Lee (D-CA)
was forced to take Miseducation
Secretary Betsey DeVoid (of
good sense) to school for her apparent indifference to the racism
that young black and brown students experience in school.
Regardless of political afﬁliation, everyone who spoke at the
Adams/Intel luncheon was clear
about the value that HBCUs bring
to our nation, even as some made
the case that HBCUs must step up
with innovation, certiﬁcate programs, community college partnerships and more.
As Harvey and Nelms point
out, there are many ways we can
improve HBCUs, but we can’t
afford to lose them. Christian
Josi, former executive director
of the American Conservative
Union and former board member of the Jesse Helms Center
is alarmed at the frailty of our
HBCUs. Lamenting the closing
of Concordia University, he said,
“Historically, culturally, morally,
we have an obligation to ensure
that our HBCUs thrive. If Concordia fails, it is on all of us.” Yet
tragically, despite the energy of
legislators like Adams, there are
too many southern senators who
are prepared to turn their backs
on HBCUs.
Julianne Malveaux is an author and economist. Her latest
book “Are We Better Off? Race,
Obama and Public Policy” is
available via www.amazon.com
for booking, wholesale inquiries
or for more info visit www.juliannemalveaux.com
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The Obama leadership
still matters
By E. Faye Williams
TriceEdney Newswire
President
Barack Obama
and First Lady
M i c h e l l e
Obama did not
go into seclusion and act
like the rest of the world did
not exist or impact them.
They have made very important appearances on issues
and on occasions that really
matter.
It was their last message
that really shows what they
are made of and they received the kind of praise
due real leadership. They’ve
been called America’s favorite first couple. No sensible
person could rightly disagree
with that.
Just a few days ago, they
sent a message of gratitude to
the students in Florida as the
students from Parkland and
many other areas across the
nation began their trip to the
nation’s capital to express
their opinions on gun control and what should be done
about it. They’ve brought
on a true revolution on gun
control. They’ve turned

around many politicians who
were formerly immovable.
They’ve been criticized by
the usual suspects – but the
good part is that the students
are immovable in their position to make changes for
their protection. They are
rightly admired by many.
The Obamas have shown
them what true adult leadership and first class look like
in the following message:
“To the students of Parkland –
We wanted to let you know
how inspired we have been
by the resilience, resolve
and solidarity that you have
all shown in the wake of unspeakable tragedy.
Not only have you supported and comforted each other,
but you’ve helped awaken
the conscience of the nation,
and challenged decisionmakers to make the safety
of our children the country’s
top priority.
Throughout our history,
young people like you have
led the way in making America better. There may be setbacks; you may sometimes
feel like progress is too slow
in coming. But we have no

doubt you are going to make
an enormous difference in the
days and years to come, and
we will be there for you.”
Barack Obama
Michelle Obama
There is no way the current White House occupants
could top that. My good
friend, the late Dick Gregory, often reminded us that the
only president and first lady
young people today have
ever known were Barack and
Michelle. They inspired a lot
of young people to want to
go into politics or community service.
When #45 finally leaves
the White House, we are going to need these same young
people to show the world
what America really looks
like. They will have quite
a job to do to untangle the
sorry state of where #45 has
taken us in a few months;
but just like the young civil
rights workers who braved
painful water hoses, vicious
dogs and evil bigots, I believe young people today are
showing us they, too, are up
to the challenge.
They grew up with eight
years of inspiration and they

are showing a lot of adults
who do or say nothing when
they see wrong what it’s like
to be a leader. I am proud
to say it was someone who
looks like me who still is a
great inspiration to all of us
– especially to our young
people.
By the time you read this,
more than one half million
young people and a lot of
sensible adults will have
marched on Washington and
other locations around the
nation to say that time is up
for gun advocates who refuse
to support sensible gun control.
A lot of individuals and
groups will be actively registering new voters, and I have
a feeling these young voters
will have a lot to do with
who represents them in the
next city, county, state and
national elections.
E. Faye Williams is national president of the National
Congress of Black Women,
Inc. and is host of WPFW
89.3 FM’s radio program
called Wake up and Stay
Woke. 202 678-6788 www.
nationalcongressbw.org.

March For Our Lives follows a
venerable American tradition
of student social activism
By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO
National Urban League
“By
our
readiness to allow arms to be
purchased at
will and ﬁred at
whim, by allowing our movie
and television screens to teach
our children that the hero is
one who masters the art of
shooting and the technique of
killing, by allowing all these
developments, we have created an atmosphere in which
violence and hatred have become popular pastimes.” –
Martin Luther King Jr.
When the nation’s students
march to protest gun violence
in their schools, they are following in a proud tradition of
student leadership in social
justice in America.
By early May 1963, the
series of civil rights protests
known as the Birmingham
Campaign had been ongoing
for more than a month. National attention generate by
Martin Luther King Jr.’s arrest

– which resulted in his Letter
from a Birmingham Jail – had
begun to fade. It was only
when the children marched
that America’s attention would
riveted, and stay riveted.
Images of school children
– mostly teenagers, but some
as young as 7 or 9 – attacked
by dogs and blasted with ﬁrehoses dominated the front
pages of newspapers and
television news broadcasts.
The Children’s Crusade, as
the student march was called,
marked a stark turning point in
Birmingham and galvanized
the effort to pass the Civil
Rights Act.
The Children’s Crusade is
among the best-known student
acts of social activism, but
was by no means the ﬁrst. In
1924, students at Fisk University staged walkouts to protest
efforts by its white president
to steer the curriculum away
from liberal arts toward industrial education. In the throes
of the Great Depression, the
American Youth Congress
formed to advocate for young
people and led to the estab-

lishment of the National Youth
Administration jobs program.
The student activism of the
1960s helped bring about the
end of the war in Vietnam,
lowered the voting age to
18, and fueled the emerging
movements for women and
LGBTQ people. In the 1980s
students successfully pressured their universities to divest from companies proﬁting
from apartheid in South Africa. The rise of the internet has
given socially-active young
people a critical organizing
tool, which they’ve used to
elevate hashtags like #NeverAgain, #VoteThemOut and
#MarchForOurLives.
The young people of the Urban League Movement, about
700 of whom are joining the
march in Washington, D.C.,
are marching to end not only
the epidemic of mass shootings in schools, but the plague
of gun violence in our communities. In 2014, the year
12-year-old Tamir Rice was
killed by police while playing
with a toy gun, black people
died at a rate of about 17 per

100,000 people, compared
with 10 per 100,000 white
people. Black men are 17
times more likely than white
men to be shot and killed with
guns. In 2012, the year Marissa Alexander was jailed for
defending herself against her
abuser, black women were
murdered at a rate two-anda-half times higher than their
white counterparts; 56 percent
of them by domestic partners
or boyfriends and nearly 60
percent of them with guns.
With the committed help of
our youngest Urban Leaguers,
we will continue to ﬁght for
common-sense reforms like
universal background checks,
limits to magazine capacity
and muzzle speeds, keeping
guns out of the hands of domestic abusers and a strong
federal gun trafﬁcking law.
The eyes of the nation are on
the March For Our Lives, and
our hearts are with the hundreds of Urban League youth
who are marching and ﬁghting
for their own lives, not only in
Washington, but in every community in the nation.
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McDonald’s reinforces its commitment to the community
through 12th Annual Inspiration Celebration Gospel Tour
The Mississippi Link Newswire
McDonald’s USA announced
the return of one of its staple
events, the 12th annual Inspiration Celebration Gospel Tour.
The longest-running, brandowned gospel tour of its kind
is back with an award-winning
talent line-up sure to please
fans nationwide. This free concert tour begins May 17 and
runs until October 22.
The 2018 nationwide concert
series appeals to a wide range
of gospel music lovers with its
lineup of award-winning talent, including urban contemporary gospel artist and preacher
Deitrick Haddon, choir master
Ricky Dillard, contemporary
artists, JJ Hairston, LeAndria
Johnson and Todd Dulaney, as
well as hip-hop gospel artist
Canton Jones.
The tour is just one way that
McDonald’s displays its commitment to changing for the
better. In fact, for nearly 50
years, the National Black McDonald’s Operators Association (NBMOA) has given back
to the communities they serve
by providing scholarships, donating time and money to local schools and hiring minority
youth.
As with previous years, the
tour will celebrate McDonald’s
continued devotion to Ronald
McDonald House Charities®
(RMHC®). At each stop, the
national tour will raise a love
offering to support families

served by the Charity. In just the
last ﬁve years, the love offering has raised nearly $800,000
to aid in helping families stay
close when their children are
ill, raising nearly a quarter of
a million dollars in 2017 alone.
“The annual Inspiration Celebration Gospel Tour is so important to us as a brand. It allows us to further connect with
the community as we empower

one another to make a difference,” said McDonald’s owner/
operator, Hazel Smith. “Plus,
we create a platform for our
neighbors to join us in helping
families stay close when their
children are ill by raising donations for those served by local
RMHC Chapters.”
As a new part of the tour,
McDonald’s will award one
HBCU college student with a

$10,000 Thurgood Marshall
College Fund Scholarship at a
select tour stop during the tour.
This is one of ﬁve scholarship McDonald’s is sponsoring
throughout the year. More information regarding the scholarships will be available on
www.mcdonalds.com.
“It’s a privilege to be part
of the tour I’ve watched and
admired over the years. McDonald’s is doing something
incredible by giving back to the
community through a dynamic
gospel tour. Getting behind this
was a must,” said JJ Hairston,
an award-winning, ﬁrst-time
artist on the tour.
Legendary singer, songwriter
and producer, Donald Lawrence will return as the tour’s
music director. Tour favorite,
contemporary gospel artist
and radio personality Lonnie
Hunter resumes hosting duties.
As always, all concerts are free
of charge. Eager fans can visit
www.365Black.com to secure
tickets for any of the 12 stops.
Tour dates and locations
include:
May 17 – Chicago, Apostolic
Church of God
May 18 – Detroit, Greater
Grace Temple
May 31 – Philadelphia, Enon
Tabernacle Baptist Church East
June 1 – Washington, DC,
City of Praise Family Ministries
June 8 – Raleigh, Wake Chapel Church

July 12 – Birmingham, Bill
Harris Arena
July 13 – Atlanta, Word of
Faith Family Worship Cathedral
August 9 – Memphis, Brown
Baptist Church
August 10 – Jackson, Jackson Convention Complex
August 18 – New Orleans,
TBD
August 31 – Dallas, The Potter’s House
October 20 – Los Angeles,
Taste of Soul Family Festival
(TBD)
McDonald’s Inspiration Celebration Gospel Tour is an extension of the brand’s 365Black
platform, an initiative that
celebrates the pride, heritage
and achievements of African
Americans year-round. Dr Pepper® also returns as the tour’s
sponsor, showing its appreciation and commitment to the
African-American community.
Visit
www.365Black.com
to learn more about the 12th
annual tour and McDonald’s
scholarship opportunities. Follow @365Black on Twitter for
tour updates and join the conversation using #365BlackGospel.
About McDonald’s
McDonald’s USA, LLC,
serves a variety of menu options
made with quality ingredients
to approximately 27 million
customers every day. Nearly 90
percent of McDonald’s 14,000
U.S. restaurants are indepen-

dently owned and operated by
businessmen and women. Customers can now log online for
free at approximately 11,500
participating Wi-Fi enabled
McDonald’s U.S. restaurants.
For more information, visit
www.mcdonalds.com, or follow us on Twitter @365Black
and Facebook www.facebook.
com/mcdonalds. To learn more
about the 365Black initiative,
visit www.365Black.com.
About Ronald McDonald
House Charities
Ronald McDonald House
Charities® (RMHC®), is a
non-proﬁt, 501(c)(3) corporation that creates, ﬁnds and supports programs that directly
improve the health and wellbeing of children and their
families. Through its global
network of nearly 290 chapters
in more than 64 countries and
regions, and its three core programs: the Ronald McDonald
House®, the Ronald McDonald
Family Room® and the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile®,
RMHC helps families with
sick children stay together, and
close to the medical care their
child needs at leading hospitals
worldwide. RMHC programs
not only provide access to
quality health care, they enable
family-centered care ensuring
families are fully supported
and actively involved in their
children’s care.
For more information, visit
rmhc.org.

Top Washington law ﬁrm opens Jackson ofﬁce
Weisbrod Matteis
& Copley deeply
experienced
in Mississippi
insurance recovery
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Nationally acclaimed litigation boutique Weisbrod Matteis
& Copley recently announced
the opening of a new ofﬁce in
Jackson, Miss.
“I have personally spent a

good portion of the past decade
litigating in Mississippi, so this
feels like a natural move for our
law ﬁrm,” Weisbrod Matteis &
Copley PLLC (WMC) Chairman Augie Matteis said. “With
a large portion of our practice
focused on insurance recovery
after natural disasters, we will
build a strong presence in coastal states beginning with this
Mississippi investment.”
WMC already leads major
disaster-related litigations in
Mississippi, like whistleblowers Cori and Kerri Rigsby, who

proved to a federal jury in Gulfport that State Farm committed
fraud in handling claims after
Hurricane Katrina. The case
was appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, where the Rigsbys prevailed 8-0. WMC also
represents the Attorney General
of Mississippi in a number of
cases in state court in Jackson
that allege that various insurance companies defrauded the
state after Katrina.
William Copley, who co-leads
WMC’s Mississippi litigations,
notes the beneﬁts of opening the

Jackson ofﬁce: “WMC is very
committed to serving our Mississippi clients and growing our
practice in the state. Our Jackson lawyers are well positioned
to provide even better service to
our clients in Mississippi.”
The new Jackson ofﬁce will
be the ﬁrm’s second satellite ofﬁce. WMC opened an ofﬁce in
Philadelphia in 2016.
WMC’s Jackson ofﬁce will
be staffed with four attorneys:
Chad Welch relocated from
WMC’s Washington, D.C. ofﬁce; Missy Heidelberg joined

WMC from Watson Heidelberg PLLC; Jean Folsom joined
WMC from Holland & Knight
LLP; and Jan Gadow, who previously practiced law at Page
Kruger & Holland, P.A., will
join the new WMC ofﬁce May
1.
About Weisbrod Matteis &
Copley
Weisbrod Matteis & Copley
is a nationally acclaimed litigation boutique and insurance
recovery ﬁrm. It was named as
one of only ten ﬁrms nationwide
on the National Law Journal’s

Litigation Boutique Hot List.
WMC represents a wide array
of plaintiffs in insurance recovery and other matters, including large private equity ﬁrms,
Fortune 500 companies, the Attorney General of Mississippi,
and more than 1,000 business
and homeowners whose properties suffered ﬂood damage from
Hurricane Sandy and other disasters. Then new ofﬁce will
be located at 1022 Highland
Colony Parkway, Suite 203,
Ridgeland, Mississippi 39157
and available at 601-966-1972.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

City of Jackson/Ofﬁce of Transportation Annual Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Goal
In accordance with the regulations of the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT), 49 CFR Part 26, the City of Jackson/Ofﬁce of Transportation has created a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Program. It is
the policy of the City of Jackson/Ofﬁce of Transportation to create a level playing ﬁeld on which DBEs can complete fairly for USDOT assisted contracts, as
deﬁned in Part 26. In accordance to the required process and the latest Census Data, the City of Jackson/Ofﬁce of Transportation proposes an annual
overall DBE participation goal of 3.99 percent (3.99%). The City of Jackson/
Ofﬁce of Transportation will also impose project goals where applicable. The
proposed overall goal and its rationale are available for inspection from 8 am
to 5 pm, Monday through Friday in the Ofﬁce of Transportation for 30 days
following the date of publication of this notice. Comments on the proposed
annual goal will be accepted by the City of Jackson/Ofﬁce of Transportation
and USDOT’s Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Division 45 days from the
date of publication of this notice. Comments should be directed to Christine F.
Welch, Deputy Director of the Ofﬁce of Transportation, at 1785 Highway 80 W,
Jackson, MS 39204; the phone number is 601-960-1887.
3/8/18 3/15/18 3/22/18 3/29/18 4/5/18

LEGAL
REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR JAN PERIMETER SERVICE ROAD REHABILITATION
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER: 003-18
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements of Qualiﬁcations and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualiﬁcations”) to
provide design engineering services for construction of an approximately 5.4
mile perimeter service road at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International
Airport (“JAN”) to enable Authority-owned vehicles access to all areas of the
airﬁeld to support aircraft rescue and ﬁreﬁghting (ARFF) functions.
JMAA will receive Statement of Qualiﬁcations to perform the Services at JMAA’s
administrative ofﬁces, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208,
until 3:00 p.m. central time on Friday, May 4, 2018 (the “Deadline”).
JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualiﬁcations received after the Deadline for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this
Request for Statement of Qualiﬁcations (“RFQ”) is on ﬁle and open for public
inspection at the ofﬁces of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a
copy of the RFQ, General Information for Respondents, Information Required
from Respondents, and Criteria for Selection.
Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from
JMAA by contacting Bonnie Spears, JMAA Procurement Specialist, as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Ofﬁce Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Bonnie Spears, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 623
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: bspears@jmaa.com
or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.
JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 1:00 p.m. central time on April
12, 2018, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-Submission Conference is highly recommended for all those interested in submitting a Statement
of Qualiﬁcations as a Prime Consultant for the work and persons seeking opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant. The beneﬁts of attendance include
networking opportunities between Prime Consultant and Sub-Consultants, the
opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published to interested parties
as part of the minutes from the Pre-Submission Conference, the opportunity to
received detailed scope related information from the project owner, and a site
visit of the area covered in the scope of work. No site visits will be scheduled
other than the one provided during the Pre-Submission Conference.
Based on the Statement of Qualiﬁcations, JMAA will initiate negotiations with the
Respondent ranked ﬁrst on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an agreement, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of
time, then JMAA may reject the ﬁrst-ranked Respondent.
In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, in
the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.
JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualiﬁcations, for
any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected
by JMAA to perform the Services.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH
THE RESTROOM IMPROVEMENTS
AT THE
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 007-17)

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and speciﬁcations for the Work)
may be obtained upon payment of a $250.00 refundable fee per set. Bid documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition no later than thirty
(30) days after opening of Bids for purchase cost to be refunded. The Engineer
for this Project reserves the right to determine quality of plans upon return. Payment for the bid documents is to be in the form of a company or cashier’s check
made payable to AJA Management & Technical Services, Inc. The check may
be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents at the following address or
may be mailed to the following address:

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at the
Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 2:00 p.m.
central time on April 27, 2018 (the “Bid Deadline”), for construction and related
services in connection with the Upper Terminal Roadway Rehabilitation at the
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (the “Work”).

AJA Management & Technical Services, Inc.
912 North West Street
Jackson, MS 39202
Telephone: (601) 352-6800
Facsimile: (601) 352-6807
Email: ajenkins@ajaservices.com

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. central time on April
27, 2018 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the
Main Terminal Building at JAN.

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the request.
Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment is received.

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be
marked with the Bidder’s company name and Mississippi Certiﬁcate of Responsibility Number and with the wording: “Restroom Improvements at JAN, JMAA
Project No. 007-17.” Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be considered for
any cause whatsoever. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.
JMAA will award the Work to the Lowest and Best most responsive and responsible Bidder as determined by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth
in the Information for Bidders. The Information for Bidders contains, among
other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and
an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and most responsive
and responsible Bidder. Any Addendums issued clarifying and/or changing plans
and speciﬁcations; clarifying and/or changing instructions in the Instruction to
Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to the Instructions to Bidders,
including plans and speciﬁcations, shall become part of the Information for Bidders. Plans and speciﬁcations related to the Work are considered part of the
Agreement.
The Information for Bidders, including plans and speciﬁcations, is on ﬁle and
open for public inspection at JAN at the following address:
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 939-5631 ext. 662
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention: Deuntagus Herndon, Procurement Specialist

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on April 4, 2018
in the Community Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN. Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is highly encouraged for all those interested
in submitting bids as a Prime Contractor for the Work and persons seeking opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Contractor. The beneﬁts of attendance
include networking opportunities between Prime Contractors and Sub-Contractors, as well as the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published
to interested parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Bid Conference; review
of the plans and speciﬁcations; and a site visit of the area covered in the scope
of work. No site visits will be scheduled other than the one provided during the
Pre-Bid conference.
JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and speciﬁcations for the Work by
Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to waive
informalities in the bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety
(90) days before awarding the Contract to perform the Work.
If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Addenda by
posting on JMAA’s website (www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/JMAA will
also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on record with
JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email.
JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 23% for the Work solicited
by this RFB.
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: March 21, 2018
/s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Ofﬁcer
3/22/18 3/29/18
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Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle
will be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle
will be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2000 Chevy Imp – 2G1WF55E6Y9125363
Registered to Hargrave, Shanice A.
Pioneer Credit Company, Inc., Lien Holder
Date of Sale: April 13, 2018
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services;
6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 39213

2007 Toyota Camry 4T1BE46K38U791991
Registered to Matthew Nelson
Dealer Funding, Lien Holder
Date of Sale: April 13, 2018
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services;
6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and
all bids.

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and
all bids.

Time: 10:00 A.M.

Time: 10:00 A.M.
3/29/2018, 4/5/2018 , 4/12/2018

3/29/2018, 4/5/2018, 4/12/2018

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Drivers: Dedicated Home every other night & Weekends.
$2500 Sign-On! Holidays! PTO.
Excellent Pay, Beneﬁts.
CDL-A. Brooke: 855-979-9794

Drivers, Class-A CDL:
Increased Pay & New Trucks!!
Dedicated Routes! No CDL? No Problem!
Call Swift Today! 855-292-2945
3/8/2018, 3/15/2018, 3/22/2018, 3/29/2018

3/29/2018, 4/5/2018

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services solicited
by this RFQ.
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

3/29/18, 4/5/2018

LEGAL
Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3069 - Roof Replacement for Davis Magnet Elementary School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Ofﬁce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time) April 25, 2018, at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project for Davis Magnet Elementary School will be held at 750 North Congress Street,
Jackson, MS 39202, on April 10, 2018 at 9:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid
conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-ﬁve calendar days from
the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.durrelldesigngroupplans.com. A $100.00 nonrefundable deposit shall be required
on each set of bid documents and must be purchased through the website.
All plan holders are required to have a valid email address for registration.
Questions regarding website registration and online orders please contact
Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193.
Questions regarding bid documents please contact Durrell Design Group,
PLLC, 500-G East Woodrow Wilson Ave., Jackson, MS 39216, Phone: 601708-4788, Fax: 601-488-4717, Email: contact@durrelldesigngroup.com
3/29/2018, 4/5/2018

House for Rent
5 BR, Heat & Air, 2 Baths, Utility Room,
6 ft. Fence, front & back, Security System
Georgetown Area, Call Lee Lockett, 601-982-7934
3/29/2018, 4/5/2018

Ofﬁce
Space
for Rent
Garrett Enterprises Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road
Jackson, MS 39213
2500 Square Feet
Call: 601-209-9199

www.mississippilink.com
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PICK UP

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADOPTION OF THE MINOR CHILD
NAME HEREIN
CAUSE ACTION NO. AD 2018-11147 0/3

TO: THE UNKNOWN FATHER OF A
African-American Female child born on
November 25, 2014 at Central Mississippi Medical
Central in Jackson, Mississippi to a
Twenty-ﬁve (25) year old African American female,
An adult resident citizen of Hinds County, Mississippi

You have been made a Defendant in the suit ﬁled in this Court by Shuntel
and Emmorita G. Sanders who is seeking Petition for Adoption.

THE Petition which has been ﬁled in this matter is important and you
must take immediate action to protect your rights, if any.

You are summoned to appear and defend against said complaint or petition at
9:00 O’clock A.M. on the 2nd day of May 2018, in the courtroom of the Hinds
County Chancery Courthouse at Jackson, Mississippi, before Honorable Denise Owens. In case of your failure to appear and defend a judgment may be
entered against you for the money or other things demanded in the complaint
or petition.

You are not required to ﬁle an answer or other pleading but you may do so if
you desire. If you ﬁle an Answer or other pleading, you are required to mail or
hand-deliver a copy to the attorney for the Petitioners, Damon R. Stevenson,
1010 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, 769-251-0207.

Issued under my hand and seal of said Court, this the 21st day of March, 2018.

Eddie Jean Carr, Clerk of Hinds County, Mississippi
3/29/2018, 4/5/2018 4/12/2018

LEGAL
Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2018-02 District Benchmark and
Formative Assessment Services
Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Ofﬁce,
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) April 27, 2018, at which time and place they will be publicly opened
and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all
rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved
for forty-ﬁve calendar days from the date rfps are opened. Proposal forms and
detailed speciﬁcations may be obtained free of charge by emailing pagreen@
jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at
the above address or downloaded from JPS website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortiﬁcation and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID
6075 Old Canton Rd

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road

C A N T O N
A&I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

3/29/2018, 4/5/2018

5th Annual
“Whispers in the Cedars”
Tour
Wintergreen Cemetery
Port Gibson, Mississippi
April 6th & 7th
Every half hour beginning at 6 p.m.
Information & Tickets available by calling
601-437-5097 or
email-pinnixdesignsinc@gmail.com

PASS
3.792 x 2

Classes / Training

5th Annual
“Whispers in the Cedars”
Tour
Wintergreen Cemetery
Port Gibson, Mississippi
April 6th & 7th
Every half hour beginning at 6 p.m.
Information & Tickets available by calling
601-437-5097 or
email-pinnixdesignsinc@gmail.com

5th Annual
DISCOUNT GUN
SAFE

2636 Old Brandon Road Pearl, MS 39208
(601) 939-8233

“Whispers in the Cedars”
Tour

Come see us about available models and rebate details

Wintergreen Cemetery
Port Gibson, Mississippi
April 6th & 7th
Every half hour beginning at 6 p.m.
Information & Tickets available by calling
601-437-5097 or
email-pinnixdesignsinc@gmail.com

What’s the Smart Thing?

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA
approved hands on Aviation training.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Career placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866367-2510.
PASS

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 877-863-6359
MEDICAL-GRADE HEARING AIDS for
LESS than $200! FDA-Registered. Crisp,
clear sound, state of-the-art features and
E m p . - T r u c3.792
k48
i nWeb
gx 4 no audiologist needed. Try it RISK FREE
3.556
x 2 for 45 Days! Call 1-844-236-3062
L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC.
Team drivVIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
ers needed to run from S.E. to West
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 601-939-8088. www.tuckerandMiscellaneous
son.com
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Events/Weddings
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condiRIVER CRUISE WEDDINGS on the
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
Sweet Olive Tour Boat cruising the Barnett
details. 855-400-8263
Reservoir. Captain Jason, ordained minister. 35 person capacity. All weather
Services-General
46 Web
ac/heated comfort. Small unique
events!
x 2 DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE. Over 150
Call for availability, options3.33
and rates.
Channels. ONLY $35/month (for 12
601-559-3387. www.janddtours.com
mos.) Order Now! Get a $200 AT&T Visa
For Sale
Rewards Gift Card (some restrictions
apply) CALL 1- 855-978-3110.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
231-8360. www.pews1.com
Call 1-877-628-3143

DISCOUNT GUN SAFE

Newspapers deliver the strongest audience: an audience that always includes the most powerful consumers, the most educated
citizens, and the most involved business and government leaders.

The smart thing is to advertise in newspapers!
*Pulse Research, June 2016

48 Web
3.556 x 4

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

Services-Medical
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-877-224-1236.

Va c a t i o n Re n t a l s
AFFORDABLE BEACHSIDE VACATION
CONDOS. Gulf Shores and Orange
Beach, Alabama. Rent direct from
Christian owners. Lowest prices on the
beach. don’t@gscondos.com, www.gulfshorescondos.com. 1-251-656-4935, 1205-556-0368, 1-251-752-2366

What’s the Smart Thing?

Insurance

2636
Brandon Road
Pearl, advanced
MS 39208
85%
ofOldadults
with
degrees
(601) 939-8233
Come see us about available models and rebate details
read newspapers!*

Medical Supplies

Services-Financial

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
OVER $10K IN DEBT? Be debt free in
Mutual Insurance Company for details.
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
for 350 procedures. 855-397-7045 or
Relief 844-719-8928.
http://www.dental50plus.com/mspress
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
Ad# 6118
paying your MORTGAGE? Denied a
FINAL EXPENSE
INSURANCE.
No
DISCOUNT
GUN SAFE
Loan
Modification? Is the bank threaten2636 Old Brandon
Roadof
Pearl,
MS 39208with advanced degrees
85%
adults
medical exams!
Premiums
never
(601) 939-8233
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's
Come see us about
available go
models down.
and rebate details
increase. Benefits
never
read
newspapers!*
Relief
Line now for Help, 866-948-7316
Affordable monthly payments. Call for a
Newspapers deliver the strongest audience: an audience that alfree quote! 855-404-3383
ways includes the most powerful
S econsumers,
r v i c ethe
s -most
L eeducated
gal
SAVE ON MEDICAREcitizens,
SUPPLEMENT
and the most involved business and government leaders.
INSURANCE! Get a FAST and FREE Rate NEED LEGAL REPRESENTATION? We
The smart thing is to advertise in newspapers!
Quote from Medicare.com. No Cost! No can help with your new personal injury,
*Pulse Research, June 2016
Obligation! Compare quotes46
fromWeb
major DUI, criminal defense, divorce or bankinsurance companies. Operators
3.33 standx 4 ruptcy case. 888-641-7560
ing by. Call 1-844-504-5990
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

Mississippi Press Services

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!
STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement
Available

Call Sue at
MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of March 25, 2018
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Tougaloo defeats
Alcorn to step into
history books

chopsports
For the first time in Tougaloo Bulldogs baseball
history, the team has a winning record with 12 wins
and 11 loses. While there
is more season to play, the
Bulldogs can pause for a
moment to relish in this
accomplishment. Not only
have they captured a winning record, the Bulldogs
have won 6 straight games.
Lige Mims, Jr. (4-0)
pitched a complete game.
Mims allowed 1 run on 6
hits, striking out 3 batters.
Tougaloo’s bats were on

fire!
D’Anthony
Morrow
played a great game, scoring 2 runs and blasting a
2 run homerun late in the
game to put the game out
of reach.
Brandon Watson sent a
baseball out of the park for
a 2 run homerun.
Isaiah Rush, Jim Hill
product, was 3 for 4 on
the day. Mims helped his
cause by knocking in 2
runs himself.
Tougaloo won 9 to 1
over Alcorn State University.

GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

www.mississippilink.com
Isaiah Rush was 3 for 4
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Interview

Alison Kruse

A spirited tete-a-tete with New Jersey’s
best undiscovered artist

By Kam Williams
Columnist
In Classical music circles, they
call to a kid with promise a prodigy. In Rock & Roll, the buzz is
about the best unsigned bands. In
Hollywood, they like to refer to
an emerging young actress as an
ingenue.
But I don’t know if anybody
ever coined a term for an up-andcoming painter with great potential. But if they did, that’s what
they’d be calling Alison Kruse,
New Jersey’s best kept secret. Until now.
Born and raised in Princeton,
Alison’s comes from a long line
of Canadian artists. She ventured
north of the border to get her
BFA from Queen’s University in
Kingston, Ontario.
Her haunting paintings strikes
this critic as heavily influenced
by such masters as Edward Hopper, Andrew Wyeth and Edvard
Munch. But she certainly has developed a unique style of her own
reflecting a combination wisdom
and talent carefully cultivated over
many years.
Here, the unassuming, undiscovered artist talks about her life’s
calling.
Kam Williams: Hi Alison,
thanks for the interview.
Alison Kruse: Thank you for
having me, Kam.
KW: What is your earliest
childhood memory?
AK: I remember going on car
trips and being in the back seat
with my sister and being snuggled
into ten different blankets. I don’t
know how old I was, I just remember taking note how cozy I was.
KW: How old were you when
you started painting?
AK: I can’t tell you when I
started painting. Maybe 4? I was
more into drawing when I was
young. I started drawing before I
could talk. I was super into drawing sleeping people. And I learned
how to oil paint when I was 11.

KW: Was there a particular moment in your formative years that
inspired you to become an artist?
AK: I’ve been extremely lucky
to have multiple moments. My
mom started taking me to Philadelphia’s, Princeton University’s
and other museums when I was a
toddler. She loves art and is an artist herself. My grandmother was
also an artist and encouraged me,
too. So, at an early age, I was able
to identify different painters and
movements: Classical Realism,
Impressionism, Cubism, Abstract,
Art Deco, etcetera.
I started taking classes with
Heather Barros, a Princeton artist, very early on, and she gave
me a lot of confidence and introduced me to oil paint. And in my
senior year of high school, I studied with John Kavalos who shared
his boundless insights into the art
world and inspired me to work
hard at my craft and to and take art
seriously.
KW: When I look at your paintings, I see the shadows of Edward
Hopper and the angst of Edvard
Munch. And I also see something
new. How would you describe
your work?
AK: Wow! Thanks, Kam. I
would describe my work as emotional. It’s very expressive and,
although I’m experimenting with
different styles, the undertone is
always filled with some type of
intense emotion.
KW: Who is your favorite artist?
AK: Currently, Cecily Brown
and Lou Ros.
KW: What inspires you besides
art?
AK: Film and entertainment.
A good film inspires me because
storytelling triggers my imagination. When I watch a movie, I’m
especially noticing the color palate and tone. If I weren’t a painter
I would want to be working in the
film industry because I’m so fascinated by moving pictures. With

my art, I want to transport you to
a different place or make you feel
an emotion, which is the same as
what a great film does.
KW: What will you be doing in
France?
AK: I’m going to a creative
residency. I’ll have two weeks of
uninterrupted time where I can focus on my art and cultivating new
ideas. I’ve devoted this year to
traveling and this one will be my
third residency.
KW: What was the last book
you read?
AK: “The Tipping Point” by
Malcom Gladwell.
KW: When do you feel the
most content?
AK: At my easel.
KW: When you look in the
mirror, what do you see?
AK: Dry skin.
KW: If you could have one
wish instantly granted, what
would that be for?
AK:
Reversing
climate
change.
KW: Is there any question no
one has ever asked you, that you
wish someone would?
AK: Will you marry me? Just
kidding.
KW: What was the last song
you listened to?
AK: “Lemon Glow” by Beach
House.
KW: If you could have a superpower, which one would you
choose?
AK: Teleportation.
KW: Finally, as Samuel L.
Jackson asks: What’s in your
wallet?
AK: An ID, a library card,
credit, debit card, a Small World
punch card and my health insurance card.
KW: Thanks again for the
time, Alison, and have fun in
France.
AK: My pleasure, Kam!
To see more of Alison’s work,
visit: https://www.alisonskruse.
com/paintings/

Kruse
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BOOK REVIEW:

“MARLEY DIAS GETS IT
DONE
AND
SO
CAN
YOU!”
MARLEY DIAS, INTRODUCTION BY AVA DUVERNAY
BY

C.2018, SCHOLASTIC PRESS
$14.99 / $19.99 CANADA • 208 PAGES

ByTerri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
I don’t like that!
How many times a day do you
say those words? Surely, you’ve
been saying them all your life,
about food, time-outs, bedtime,
homework, curfews, clothes and
a hundred other things. So you
don’t like that. Read “Marley
Dias Gets It Done and So Can
You!” by Marley Dias… and do
something about it!
It all started with a stack of
pancakes.
Marley Dias and her mother
were having breakfast one after-

noon, when Marley’s Mom asked
what one thing Marley would
change in the coming new year.
It happened after Marley just
had ﬁnished “a ridiculously
amazing book” that “opened a
whole new world…” That, and
a required-reading list that was
badly lacking in diversity led
her to say that she would change
how “classic” books are viewed
in schools. To be exact, schools
needed more black girl books on
their shelves.
“How can educators expect
kids to love, instead of dread,
reading,” she asks, “when they

never see themselves in the stories they’re forced to read?”
And so, with the help of her
parents, Marley created a hashtag
(#1000blackgirlbooks) to match
the idea she’d envisioned: to collect and donate to schools and
libraries a thousand books featuring black girls in the stories.
Her parents started using the
hashtag on their social media accounts and it spread. And spread,
and soon, Marley’s campaign really took off. By now, she’s collected well beyond her original
goal of 1000 books, and she’s
donated them all.

But there’s more to this book,
as you’ll see by “the very last
word: You!” Yes, you can make
change, and the ﬁrst step is “get
woke.” Look around: what are
the biggest issues facing your
community and how can you be
the activist that’s needed?
Then, learn to listen and respect others’ thoughts. “Start
small,” says Marley, and “Pace
yourself.” Tell people about what
you hope to accomplish and ﬁnd
your tribe. Ask your parents,
teachers, and other trusted adults
for help and counsel, please.
And ﬁnally, educate yourself by

reading. If you don’t know what
to read, ask. Librarians, says
Marley, are “super-helpful partners.”
Although the claim is that
it’s really, really not a memoir,
“Marley Dias Gets It Done and
So Can You!” is a memoir. But
that’s okay – its life-story theme
doesn’t detract one bit from the
bubbly can-do attitude that oozes
from its pages.
As we’ve seen lately, kids can
make change and author Marley
Dias is a great activist ambassador for that. Readers will not only
get advice on getting involved,

they’ll also get chipper, gossipy
information that make Dias approachable, like any normal teen.
Parents should also note that
Dias tackles the bad parts of life
online, including trolls and haters, and she stresses to young
readers that parental involvement
is absolutely key.
For the 11-to-14-year-old who
frets about being too young to
create change, this book may
spark some action. For sure, it’ll
open young eyes to old issues
and for that, “Marley Dias Gets
it Done” is a book you’ll both
like.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION PLAYING
FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX
OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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2018 NNPA Black Press Week

March 14-16 • Dupont Circle Hotel • Washington, D.C.
PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY

Publisher John Warren and NNPA Event Planner
Claudette Perry

Elizabeth Primas, ESSA program manager

NNPA President/CEO Ben Chavis, Donna Brazille, NNPA Chairman Dorothy Leavell

Amos Brown, Rep. Barbara Lee, James Farmer

Elizabeth Primas, Lannette Woodruff, Curtis Valentine, Hilary Shelton, Denise Rolark-Barnes, Robert Kirton

Chavis, Dr. Kevin Williams, Angela Reiner

Students MyKayla Roberson and Jada Vindergriff interviewing Rolark-Barnes (center)

Rev. Frederick D. Haynes giving Torch Awards address.

Chavis and Rep. Lee

ESSA Representative Lynette Monroe

The Mississippi Link Publisher Jackie
Hampton congratulates Rev. Amos Brown

Deborah Clark with son Benjamin who
suffers from Sickle Cell Disease

2018 Torch Awards Banquet at Dupont Circle Hotel in Washington, D.C.

Brazile autographing her latest book “Hacks.”
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March 28 - April 3, 2018

piggly wiggly
110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
USDA CHOICE BEEF BONELESS

RIBEYE
STEAKS

9

PER LB.

$ 99
USDA CHOICE BONELESS

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices
USDA CHOICE BONELESS BEEF

FRESH

EYE OF
ROUND ROAST

PORK
SPARERIBS

1

2

PER LB.

PER LB.

$ 99

$ 99

BOSTON BUTT

FAMILY PACK

RUMP
ROAST

PORK
ROAST

PORK
STEAKS

$ 99

$ 49

$ 79

2

PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

1

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS
PIGGLY WIGGLY

MEDIUM
EGGS

DOZEN ......................................

/3

2$

SAVE ON

SUGARTREE SPIRAL

SLICED
HAM

1

PER LB.

$ 49

BONELESS

FRYER
BREAST

1

PER LB.

$ 79

RED
BUTT PORTION DIAMOND TEA 2 $
COOK'S

HAMS

1

PER LB.

$ 49

/5
REAL BUTTER 2/$6
GALLON JUG ..............................

LAND O LAKES

1 LB. ......................................
KRAFT

COOK'S

FRESH FRYER

SHANK PORTION
HAM

LEG
QUARTERS

$ 29

$ 99

1

PER LB.

4

10 LB. BAG

GRADE A

BAKING
HENS

99
PER LB.

¢

FRESH PRODUCE
SELECT FRESH EXPRESS

SALADS

FRESH CALIFORNIA

CELERY

/ 3 89
6 - 11 OZ.

2 $

STALK

¢

SHREDDED
CHEESE

7 - 8 OZ. ..................................

/4

2$

KRAFT PHILADELPHIA

CREAM
CHEESE

/4
ORANGE JUICE $ 89
3
8 OZ. ......................................

2$

TROPICANA

MISSISSIPPI
SWEET POTATOES

/1
PER LBS.

2 $

59 OZ. ......................................
DESSERT TOPPING

ASSORTED
$ 00
COOL
WHIP
.............................................
8 OZ.

1

