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NEW YORK – Democrats 
say President Trump is for sale 
– and they’re taking him to 
court to stop it.

Some of the nearly 200 
Democratic lawmakers suing 
the president over his business 
holdings argue that Trump’s 
refusal to respect the Constitu-
tion left them no choice.

“We don’t do this out of any 
sense of partisanship, but be-
cause President Trump has left 
us absolutely no other option,” 
Representative John Conyers of 
Michigan said Tuesday.

The suit claims Trump is vio-
lating the Foreign Emoluments 
Clause of the Constitution by 
accepting foreign payments 
through his empire of hotels, 
golf courses, trademarks and 
other properties, all without the 
consent of Congress.

Trump refused to sell his 
business holdings when he took 

offi ce. Instead he shifted the 
assets to a trust in his name. If 
the business succeeds while he 
is president, he will ultimately 
profi t.

And the Democrats say for-
eign money is helping enrich 
him. The lawsuit cites press 
reports about a Saudi govern-
ment-backed lobbying fi rm 
that paid for a room at Trump’s 

A civil rights marker about 
Emmett Till on the Mississippi 
Freedom Trail has been van-
dalized twice in the past two 
months, according to the fi rm 
that manages the trail.

The historical marker out-
side the grocery store where 
14-year-old Till was accused 
of whistling at a white woman 
while visiting his family has 
to be refurbished due to the 
damage by vandals, said Allan 

Hammons, whose company 
manages the Mississippi Free-
dom Trail.

He said that in May someone 
scratched the marker, and over 
the weekend, it was noticed 
that someone had peeled off 
the back of the maker, where it 
contained photos and writings 
about Till.

“This site is a signifi cant mo-
ment in the civil rights move-

In a Monday work session, 
the Jackson Public Schools 
Board of Trustees; Freddrick 
Murray, JPS interim superin-
tendent; JoAnne Sheppard, le-

gal counsel for the district; and 
Dorian Turner, the board’s attor-
ney, were briefed on the status 
of the district with its Corrective 
Action Plan (CAP).

The CAP was initiated after 
the district was found to be in 

violation of several state stan-
dards. An exhaustive audit last 
year by the Mississippi De-
partment of Education, found 
that JPS was non-complaint in 
several areas including school 
buildings with missing fi re ex-

tinguishers and smoke detec-
tors, classrooms with no teach-
ers, safety and security issues 
and transporting students to 
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Emmett Till marker 
near grocery store 
site vandalized

 By Jamiel Lynch
CNN 

The vandalized marker outside of Bryant Grocery Store on the Missis-
sippi Freedom Trail memorializing the spot where Emmett Till alleg-
edly whistled at a white woman.

Will the Democrats’ 
lawsuit against 
Trump work?

Not one to seek any type of 
fanfare…yet it comes. Not one 
to seek attention…yet its given. 
Not one to seek accolades…
yet they are bestowed…and the 
recognition and honors continue 
for Jackie Hampton, the 10-year 
publisher and co-owner of The 
Mississippi Link newspaper.

The National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA) hon-
ored Hampton with its top award, 
‘Publisher of the Year,’ during the 
group’s annual conference last 
week at the Gaylord Convention 
Center at the National Harbor in 
Prince George’s County, Md.

This award, voted on by mem-
bers of NNPA is given to a pub-
lisher that exudes the qualities of 
service in the community, service 
to NNPA and the overall layout 
and impact of their newspaper. 

Since 1993, The Mississippi Link 
has prided itself as being ‘Keep-
ers of the Knowledge for People 
Who Speak the Truth.’

Nominated for this honor by 
her long time friend and cohort 
Rosetta Perry, publisher of The 
Tennessee Tribune, Hampton had 
just completed co-hosting duties 
along side Perry for the confer-
ence’s Merit Awards and was 
stunned to hear her name.“I’m at 
a loss for words,” said the affable 
Hampton, who admitted to being 
caught off guard by the honor. 
“I’ve learned so much from you,” 
she said to her fellow NNPA pub-
lishers in attendance. “I don’t 
look so much as to what I can get 
out of this organization. What I 
really enjoy is what I can give to 
this organization.”

This year there were two fi -
nalists for Publisher of the Year, 
Hampton and Rod Doss, pub-

lisher of The New Pittsburgh 
Courier. “He’s such a great per-
son and he’s been doing this a lot 
longer than I have and he’s had 
an enormous impact on his com-
munity,” Hampton said. “I called 
him and told him that I was vot-
ing for him.”

Turns out Doss could have cast 
the deciding vote in her favor as 
he indicated to Hampton that he 
would be placing his vote for her. 
“I told him then it would be a 
win-win situation for everyone,” 
Hampton shared.

Hampton is committed to ex-
cellence and community service. 
A valued member of College Hill 
MB Church all of her life, she 
serves as the church’s announcer, 
president of the Pastoral Minis-
try, on the Public Relations Min-
istry, as a girl scout troop leader 
and has taught Sunday School for 
more than 30 years.

Hampton is an at large mem-
ber of the board of directors for 
NNPA and serves on its Founda-
tion Board. She has served as the 
Scholarship chair for the  last fi ve 
years and co-chair of the Merit 
Awards for two years. 

Locally, Hampton has received 
numerous civic and community 
awards, including being recog-
nized earlier this year as a Com-
munity Service Recipient of the 
Year honoree by the Beta Delta 
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. during their 
109th International Founders 
Day Observance.

In 2016, she received the Im-
age Award in the fi eld of media 
from Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity’s 
Mu Sigma Chapter.

Hampton is called on often to 
either serve as a panelist or as a 

Hampton takes top honor 
at NNPA Convention

Hampton
Continued on page 3

Trump

Al McFarlane, chairman of NNPA Foundation presenting trophy to Hampton at annual conference.  PHOTO MARK MAHONEY / NNPA

President Donald Trump be-
gan his fi rst term by attempt-
ing to roll back the civil rights 
gains that occurred under his 
predecessor, President Barack 
Obama.

Hours after Trump was sworn 
in as president, the Civil Rights 
Division of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice undertook ac-
tions that signaled a major shift 
in civil rights enforcement; par-
ticularly work on voting rights 
and policing reform.

“The actions taken so quickly 
are unprecedented,” said Joe 
Rich, the co-director of the 
Fair Housing and Community 
Development Project at the 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 

Rights Under Law. Rich is also 
a former attorney working in 
the Civil Rights Division at the 
U.S. Department of Justice.

The Lawyers’ Committee 
held a conference call January 
24 with the press on the current 

state of play in civil rights poli-
cy as the Trump Administration 
begins.

“We are concerned about 
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Former Jackson City Coun-
cilman Ben Allen, who now 
heads the not-for-profi t Down-
town Jackson Partners (DJP) 
group is in court this week, to 
answer the ten-count indict-
ment of embezzlement charg-
es that were leveled against 
him in March 2016.

Among the charges Al-
len is facing includes, having 
DJP pay $38,373 for his per-
sonal Capitol One credit card; 
$6,621 for his AAA Financial 
credit card bill; $1,787 for his 
cell phone bill. All charges 
that Allen’s defense team ve-
hemently denies. “Ben Allen 
is not guilty,” said Merrida 
Coxwell, Allen’s lead attor-

ney. “We will show you that 
my client received approval 
by the board of DJP for all of 
these ridiculous allegations, 
including using his personal 
credit cards for business ex-
penses...this is called coding.” 

Two of the charges in the in-
dictment alleges DJP collected 
$86,000 from various busi-
nesses and individuals to pay 
for Mayor Tony Yarber’s inau-
gural gala. “Ladies and gentle-
men of the jury, they have no 
receipts for the expenses of 
this gala, they wrote a lot of 
checks but there is no paper 
trail,” said Hinds County Dis-
trict Attorney Robert Smith in 
his opening statements. “This 
gala is different from the cam-
paign, how can you not know 

what you spent?”
Smith, who just recently fi n-

ished a personal trial himself, 
called as his fi rst witness Spe-
cial Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Melissa Patterson, who 
assisted in the investigation 
of DJP. “Based on my profes-
sional research, I conclude 
that the monies DJP collect is 
public money,” she said dur-
ing her testimony. “When you 
commingle public money and 
private money, all of the mon-
ey becomes public.”

Patterson made this deter-
mination of DJP funds, while 
also acknowledging that the 
group receives grant money 

Lawyer
Continued on page 3
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Lawyers’ committee goes on red 
alert as Trump rolls back civil rights

One of Jackson’s best cheerleaders 
on trail for embezzlement 

More than six decades after 
the horrifi c, racially-motivated 
murder of Emmett Till, the 
white woman who accused the 
Chicago teenager of verbally 
and physically accosting her in 
Money, Miss., in 1955, has ad-
mitted she lied, according to a 
new book.

Till had allegedly whistled 
at and groped Carolyn Bryant, 
a 21-year-old white woman, 
while at a country store in the 

small town.
After the encounter, Roy 

Bryant, Carolyn’s husband, and 
J.W. Milam tracked young Till 
down, kidnapped him, tortured 
him, shot him, and then tied 
his battered body to a cotton 
gin fan using barbed wire and 
dumped him in the muddy Tal-
lahatchie River.

Later, the two men were ac-
quitted of the murder by an 
all-white, all-male jury after an 
hour’s deliberation. Till’s brutal 
killing and photos of his open 
casket at his funeral helped 

spark the Civil Rights Move-
ment.

During the trial, Carolyn 
Bryant testifi ed that Till, who 
was 14, had made physical 
and verbal advances toward 
her, a sensational claim that 
increased tensions surrounding 
the case. She testifi ed that Till 
had grabbed and threatened her 
inside the store – and that he 
had used an “unprintable” word 
when he told her he had been 
intimate “with white women 
before.”

But according to a 2007 in-

terview, newly revealed in the 
book, “The Blood of Emmett 
Till,” Carolyn Bryant admits 
that it never happened.

“That part’s not true,” she 
told writer Timothy Tyson, 
according to “Vanity Fair,” 
though she claimed she could 
not recall what happened the 
rest of the evening at her hus-
band’s country store, where 
Emmett stopped by briefl y on 
Aug. 24, 1955, to buy two cents 

Emmett Till’s accuser Carolyn 
Bryant admits it was all a lie

 By Stacy M. Brown
The Washington Informer
NNPA Member

 By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Contributor

 By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

Till Bryant

Reverend William Barber, 
the president of the North 
Carolina state chapter of the 
NAACP and leader of the 
Moral Mondays movement, 
delivered a rousing keynote 
address to open the 2017 Mid-
Winter Conference of the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers 
Association (NNPA).

The theme of the conference 
was “Strengthening Black-
owned Newspapers through 
Training, Innovation and 
Technology.” The NNPA part-
nered with General Motors, 
Chevrolet, Ford Motor Com-
pany, Reynolds American Inc. 
(RAI), and the Bill and Melin-
da Gates Foundation to host 
the conference; Volkswagen, 
Ascension, Coca-Cola, and 
the American Association for 
Cancer Research supported 
the event as sponsors.

During his speech titled, 
“Where Do We Go from Here: 
Chaos or Community?” Bar-
ber tackled voter suppression 
in the aftermath of Shelby v. 

Holder, white evangelicalism 
and the current political envi-
ronment in the age of “alter-
native facts.”

Noting that President 
Woodrow Wilson played the 
white supremacist propaganda 
fi lm “Birth of a Nation” in the 
Oval offi ce in 1911, Barber 
said that Trump’s ascension 
and election is not an anomaly 
in American history.

“This is not the fi rst time 
that white supremacy has oc-
cupied The White House. This 
is not the fi rst time that Amer-
ica has elected a racist egoma-
niac,” said Barber, reminding 
the audience that President 
Wilson, a former college pres-
ident, played “Birth” to signal 
that Reconstruction was over. 
“Education doesn’t necessar-
ily get racism out of you.”

To a chorus of “Amens,” 
Barber said that the one thing 
that we have to fi rst decide to 
do in this moment is that bow-
ing down is not an option.

Recognizing that he was ad-

Barber
Continued on page 3
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Rev. William Barber tells 
black press: “bowing 
down is not an option”

 By Freddie Allen
Managing Editor, NNPA Newswire

CHARLESTON, S.C. – 
Dylann Roof had a “cold and 
hateful heart” when he pulled a 
pistol from his fanny pack dur-
ing a Bible study last year and 
killed nine black church mem-
bers as they closed their eyes 
for a fi nal prayer, a prosecutor 
said Wednesday.

As the 22-year-old white 
man’s death penalty trial be-
gan, his lawyer conceded that 
Roof committed the slayings. 
But the defense suggested that 
he should be spared the death 
penalty.

Prosecutors said Roof sat in 
the church basement for about 
a half-hour with 12 parishio-
ners of the Emmanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
before opening fi re in an at-
tempt to start a race war. One 

othe victims, the Rev. Clem-
enta Pinckney, who was also 
a state senator at the time, had 
handed Roof a Bible to study 
during their session.

“He pulled the trigger on that 
Glock .45 more than 70 times 

that night. More than 60 times 
he hit parishioners,” Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Jay Richardson 
told jurors during his opening 
statement.

“He seemed to them to be 
harmless. Little did they know 

what a cold and hateful heart he 
had,” Richardson said.

Roof faces 33 federal counts, 
including hate crimes, in the 
June 17, 2015 slayings. After 
the racially mixed jury deter-
mines Roof’s guilt, the federal 

trial will move to the penalty 
phase, where Roof plans to act 
as his own lawyer to apparently 
fi ght for his life.

Three people survived the 
shooting, including Polly Shep-
pard. As Roof approached her, 
he said “he would leave her 
alive to tell his story,” Richard-
son said.

Jurors will hear Roof’s con-
fession and a manifesto in 
which he urged a race war, 
the prosecutor said. He hurled 
racial insults during the mas-
sacre, telling the parishioners 
he was killing them because he 
wanted a war between whites 
and blacks because blacks were 
raping white women and taking 
over the country.

Roof’s “racism, his violence, 
his assault on a house of wor-
ship won’t prevail in this court-
room,” the prosecutor said.

Roof, wearing a gray striped 
prison jumpsuit, stared down 
at the table in front of him. 
Defense attorney David Bruck 
said the facts of the case are 
largely undisputed and that he 
would likely ask few questions 
of the government witnesses. 
He may not call any witnesses 
of his own.

The defense has said repeat-
edly in both federal court and 
state court – where Roof faces 
another death penalty trial next 
year – that Roof is willing to 
plead guilty if capital punish-
ment is taken off the table. 
Prosecutors have refused.

Bruck urged jurors to pay at-
tention to the little things and 
use their common sense to try 
and fi gure out what made Roof 

With a standing room only 
crowd at Koinonia Coffeehouse 
in Jackson last Friday, Jackson 
State University’s interim pres-
ident and former U.S. Secretary 
of Education under President 
George W. Bush, Rod Paige, 
took to the mic to explain his 
vision for JSU, even though its 

[his vision] only temporary.
Paige shared his belief that 

JSU must get beyond the fi -
nancial controversy it fi nds it-
self in and position itself to at-
tract a top quality leader. “We 
must improve the image of our 
university and I believe that 
we can do that, Paige told the 
crowd. “We must put this fi nan-
cial issue to bed, that’s the only 

way we will get a good leader 
and good faculty members…
we must fi x our image.”

Paige began his tenure as 
president of JSU in November, 
after the resignation of Carolyn 
Meyers in late October amid 
alleged unauthorized spending 
and other budgetary concerns. 
At the time of her resignation, 
it was revealed that JSU’s cash 

reserves had plummeted by 89 
percent in the last fi ve years, 
landing at $4.2 million for the 
2016 fi scal year that ended in 
the fall.

Meyers’ time at JSU has been 
riddled with compliments and 
complaints. To the criticism 
end, Meyers had been ques-
tioned heavily about the num-
ber of people who resigned or 

was terminated under her lead-
ership and the large number 
of lawsuits leveled against the 
university, particularly those 
that included Vivian Fuller, a 
close friend of hers and former 
athletic director.

To the accolades during Mey-
ers time at JSU, the university 

Based on district records, 
Jackson Public Schools paid 
former Superintendent Cedrick 
Gray $195,000 at the time he 
resigned. An itemized list of ac-
counts payable claims provided 
by the district showed Gray 
was paid $195,000 between 
Oct. 22 and Nov. 4. The school 
board approved the document 
at its Nov. 15 meeting.

The Mississippi 
Link received a 
copy of Gray’s 
last contract. It 
was effective 
July 1, 2015 and 
was set to expire 
June 30, 2019. In this contract, 
Gray earned $205,000 per year 
with the option of an annual 
increase of $5,000 based on 
meeting basic requirements set 
forth by the board. Additional 
perks of the contract: Gray 
was reimbursed up to $1,500 
monthly for travel and the dis-
trict covered his professional 
membership with educational 
organizations up to $10,000 
with the American Association 
of School Administrators and 
the Mississippi Association of 
School Administrators.

Under Gray’s leadership the 
Jackson Public Schools Dis-
trict received an “F” grade and 
was placed on probation after 
an audit conducted by the state 
found JPS in violation of sev-
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from JPS cost 
taxpayers 
$195K

JSU Interim President Rod Paige speaks to guests at coffee forum, Dec. 2. PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY

JSU’s Interim President Rod Paige 
delivers solid message at forum

The 2017 Jackson mayoral 
election season is offi cially un-
derway and the campaign trick-
ery has begun. Some candidates 

found themselves earlier this 
week involved with fake websites 
or what is being billed as ‘cyber 
deception.’

The deception
When visitors clicked on the 

web addresses www.johnhorhn-
formayor.com and www.robert-
grahamformayor.com in hopes of 

viewing information relative to the 
mayoral campaigns of State Sena-
tor John Horhn or Hinds County 
Supervisor Robert Graham, they 
were automatically routed to the 
campaign website for Attorney 
Choke Antar Lumumba, who is 
also seeking the city’s top job.

Both domains are registered 

with the popular website design-
er GoDaddy.com and were pur-
chased anonymously. 

The action
Lumumba quickly separated 

himself from the deception. In a 
telephone interview, he said, “I 
am a man of principle and believe 
that our campaign and the work 

that we are doing is strong enough 
to stand on its on merit and we 
would never stoop to this level.”

Lumumba’s team shortly after 
the telephone interview released 
a statement on Facebook that said 

Lumumba: “Jackson is pregnant with possibilities”

Prosecutor: Killer at black church had cold, hateful heart

 By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

 By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

 By Bruce Smith and Jeffrey Collins
Associated Press

 By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer
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Roof Emmanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church

 

It took the jury nearly four hours 
to render a unanimous decision in 
the second trial of Hinds County 
District Attorney Robert Shuler 
Smith, that lasted for seven days.

Smith, who was tried for the 
same crimes in 2016, relied on his 
faith in God, to get him through 
this ordeal. “We had so many 
people praying for us, my faith 
never wavered,” Smith said in his 
offi ce on Valley Street in Jackson 
Wednesday afternoon. “I’m here to 
tell you that God is real and when 
the rubber meets the road, that’s 
when you have to rely on faith.”

Smith was acquitted of two 
counts of conspiracy to hinder the 
Attorney General’s prosecution of 
drug defendant Christopher Butler 
and one count for aiding or coun-
seling a defendant. He could have 
faced up to 10 years in prison and 
a $10,000 fi ne had he been found 
guilty.

The jurors returned to the court 
room around 7:30 p.m. Tuesday  
and handed Special Judge Larry 
Roberts a hand written note of their 
fi ndings. Smith sat and waited with 
much anticipation as Roberts read 
the verdict.

“Yesterday was a blessing, it was 
a culmination of a lot of hard work 
and belief in that when you do the 
right thing, right will follow you,” 
Smith said. “As the verdict was 
being read, all I could think about 
was my mother and father and the 
rest of my family; this has been a 
stressful situation that has affected 
my entire family.”

After an hour and a half of de-
liberating, the jury made up of fi ve 
black females, fi ve black males 
and two white females sent Rob-
erts a note saying, “they were split 
10-2,” in their verdict. Roberts sent 
word back to them to continue de-
liberating until a unanimous deci-
sion was reached.

Smith began serving as the dis-
trict attorney for Hinds County in 
2008 and is now in his third elected 
term. “I am appalled that another 
elected offi cial would accuse me 
of trying to hinder a prosecution or 
do something outside of the scope 
of my job,” he said very fi rmly. “I 
always speak with lawyers before 
visiting an inmate, this isn’t any-
thing new…I’m a prosecutor.”

Smith hired Atlanta based at-
torney Michael T. Sterling to help 
with his defense. “Through a con-
nection with a local attorney, I was 
introduced to Michael,” Smith 
said. “I wanted someone sharp, 
like-minded, who could really 
articulate the facts of this case in 
simple language so that everybody 
could understand…Michael did 
that.”

In his opening statement, Ster-
ling told the jury this case was 
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Hinds County District Attorney 
Robert Shuler Smith 

FOUND NOT GUILTY

Wanda Smith grabs hand of husband  
Hinds County District Attorney Robert 

Shuler Smith after he was acquitted on 
two counts of conspiracy and one count 

of aiding or counseling a defendant.
PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY 

 By Othor Cain
EditorFIRST COUNT: CONSPIRACY

NOT 
GUILTY

SECOND COUNT: CONSPIRACY

NOT 
GUILTY

THIRD COUNT: AIDING OR 
COUNSELING A DEFENDANT

NOT 
GUILTY

Special Judge 
Larry Roberts
confers with
prosecution and 
defense teams.

Defense
Attorney Michael T. 

Sterling and Smith 
share an embrace 

after the verdict 
was read.

Sterling addresses 
media as Smith 
and his wife look 
on after court was 
adjourned.

Smith, wife Wanda  
and Sterling show 
signs of relief after 
the jury delivered 

their verdict of 
‘not guilty’ on all 

counts.

Saturday, April 1, started out as 
a pretty normal day for Jackson 
police offi cer Cpl. Allen Harper 
Jr. He did chores around the 
house, ran errands and checked 
off his to-do-list as tasks were 
completed. Allen was off duty 
from his full time job with the 
Jackson Police Department, a job 
he did well and loved, a job he 
held for 22 years.

As the sun was beginning to 
fade to make room for a glisten-
ing moon-light, Harper was rid-
ing his motorcycle, heading to-

wards downtown Jackson to work 
another job that also brought him 
joy – being a security offi cer at 
Underground 119.

Then the unthinkable hap-
pened. Harper collided with an-
other vehicle at the intersection 
of State and High Streets.

The city paused as news began 
to spread about an off-duty offi -
cer being struck by another vehi-
cle. This incident remains under 
investigation. Preliminary results 
showed the vehicle made a turn in 
front of Harper.

Fast forward to Friday, April 7. 
What a difference a week makes. 
Harper’s family decided to re-
move him from life support and 

Pamelia Parice Curry is the 
oldest daughter of Laura Cur-
ry Hough and Chester Curry. 
She was born in Jackson Mis-
sissippi September 18, 1956. 
She transitioned from pain 
and suffering on earth to her 
heavenly home Tuesday, April 
4, 2017, where she joined her 
father Chester Curry, sister 
Paula Hannah, grandmother 
Hannah Smith, and uncle 
Speigel McCallum.

Pam is a product of the 
Jackson Public School Sys-
tem where she was always 
very creative and could make 
something not so great into 
something beautiful. She was 
no stranger to hard work. For 

25 years she worked for Ser-
vice Masters and served as a 
home health care provider. 
She also worked for the Mis-
sissippi Crime Lab for 10 
years.

Each holiday, especially 
Easter, she prepared baskets 

and gave stuffed animals and 
other treats to family and 
friends. She always had her 
hand out, not to receive, but to 
give to others. Pam had great 
shopping skills; she could al-
ways fi nd bargains and she 
shared those bargains.

Pam was a member of Col-
lege Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church under the leadership 
of Rev. R.E. Willis and later 
Rev. Hosea Hines and Rev. 
Michael T. Williams. She 
continued her membership at 
College Hill until 2012 when 
she became a founding mem-
ber of Crossroads Missionary 
Baptist Church, pastored by 

On Tuesday March 28, The Offi ce 
of the Comptroller of the Currency 
downgraded Wells Fargo Bank’s 
rating from an “Outstanding” to a 
“Needs to Improve” rating which 
the bank had previously enjoyed. 
The Offi ce of the Comptroller of the 
Currency is an independent govern-
ment agency within the U.S. Trea-
sury Department that supervises all 
banks and federal savings associa-
tions.

Although action comes on the 
heels of an agreement by Wells 
Fargo Bank to pay $110 million to 
settle a lawsuit against it by custom-
ers who fi led a class action suit for 
the opening of fake bank accounts in 
their names, this is just another one 
of many lawsuits against the bank 
in recent months and years. The 
amount might seem small compared 
to the revelation last September that 
the bank opened over 2 million fake 
accounts in customer names and 
without their permission.

In a separate lawsuit last Septem-
ber, Wells Fargo agreed to pay $185 
million in fi nes and penalties to fed-
eral regulators and the Los Angeles 
City Attorney’s offi ce for “unrea-
sonable sales practices.” The two 
actions totaled $295 million. This 
latest settlement covers at least 10 
other lawsuits.

The period covered by the $110 
million settlement begins January 1, 
2009 and ends upon the execution of 
the settlement agreement put forth 
Tuesday, if accepted by the court 
and the parties involved. These pay-
outs are in addition to the $3.2 mil-
lion Wells Fargo has paid customers 
on over 130,000 potentially unau-
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Downtown cop died Friday due to injuries in motorcycle accident

Part 1

IN MEMORIAM

The 47th Annual Memorial 
Ceremony and Wreath-Lay-
ing in honor of Phillip Gibbs 
and James Green was held on 
Gibbs Green Pedestrian Plaza 
on the campus of Jackson State 
University Monday, April 10.

This was the site that 
changed the face of what is re-
ferred to as the ‘yard,’ jargon 
among the JSU family. Present 
was a small crowd of students, 
faculty, and Gibbs’ peers from 
the classes of 1970-72.

Student unrest at JSU par-
alleled with national student 
unrest due to protests against a 
number of ills that stirred emo-
tions and gave rise to an out-
spoken platform, became the 
order of the day.

During his campaign Presi-
dent Richard Nixon vowed to 
end the Viet Nam War but he 
called to draft 150,000 more 
soldiers to fi ght in that war. 
Students, families and teachers 
were affected by the cry. Other 
issues such as women’s rights, 
poverty and racism brought 
forth numerous voices of the 
young. 

Hence, May 14 and 15, 1970 
were days that then known as 
Jackson State College and the 
community were impacted as 
never before. On the 14th stu-
dents were confronted by city 
and state police. On the 15th 
two tragic deaths occurred. 
Gibbs, a 21-year-old student 
majoring in political science 

and Green, a 17-year-old Jim 
Hill High School senior who 
was headed home after leaving 
his job, were shot and killed 
by police. The social upheaval 
resulted in pandemonium, hos-
pitalization of 12 who were 
wounded, distrust of police of-
fi cers, President John A. Peo-
ples, Jr. closing JSU for the end 
of the school academic year, 
cancellation of commencement 

for the class of 1970 and con-
fl icting messages regarding the 
tragedy.

Later during a forum, the Stu-
dent Government Association 
president of Kent State Univer-
sity, Frank Fresina, addressed 
the JSU family in the histori-
cal Dansby Hall Auditorium 
regarding his school’s tragedy 
in which four students were 
killed by national guardsmen 

due to protests. He reached out 
in identifi cation establishment 
due to commonalities between 
the two campus’ incidents.

Today many remember that 
JSU, as opposed to Kent State, 
received little national attention 
that links to the slogan “Black 
Lives Matter.” Those present at 
the memorial ceremony echoed 
the slogan in their own words. 
Alexis Moore, SGA president-

elect 2017-2018, asserted that 
similar acts of violence ex-
ist today. Additionally, others 
gave a charge that neither the 
school nor the public at large 
should forget the tragedy.

Referencing racial slurs and 
attacks, James “Lap” Baker 
(JSU Class of 1970) said, “It 
is important that the students, 
faculty, and everyone never 
forget. It was the students who 
closed this street (Lynch Street) 
down, who said, ‘No more!’” 
Baker continued, charging for 
all to examine themselves. 
“I taught out here 24 years. I 
asked 45 students what hap-
pened May 14th and 15th. Not 
one hand went up. It’s been 47 
years and we still forget. Four 
hundred sixty rounds of shots 
were fi red. They got away with 
it. We weren’t killing each oth-
er in the 50s and 60s, but we’re 
doing that now.”

Technical director – sound 
technician at JSU – Doug 
Stringfellow, noted: “It’s very 
good to continue this because 
history is important in all as-
pects. In my program I inves-
tigate daily how things come 
into being. It’s good that stu-
dents are reminded. It is the 
responsibility of faculty to 
inform the students about this 
signifi cant event that has im-
pacted so much of Jackson 
State’s legacy.”

Robert Luckett, Ph.D., who 
directs the Margaret Walker 

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Phillip Gibbs and James Green: 
47th Annual Memorial Ceremony 

and Wreath-Laying at JSU

Gloria McCray, wreath holder and sister of Phillip Gibbs, is surrounded by Gibbs’ peers of Jackson State’s 
1970- 1972 Class. PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT
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Continued on page 3
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Fargo Bank
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VerdiÕ s timeless classic

 Ò RIGOLETTOÓ  
A grand 71st season fi nale for MS Opera

Harper

Curry

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Congressman Bennie Thomp-
son cruised to victory on Elec-
tion Day just as he has done 
since 1993 to represent the Sec-
ond Congressional District for 
Mississippi. 

With 67 percent of the vote, 
Thompson beat three opponents 
for the seat. He secured 178,419 
votes compared to John Bouie’s 
77,832, Troy Ray’s 6,497 and 
Johnny McLeod’s 3,497.

He remains the only Democrat 
and African American among 
four congressmen who represent 
the Magnolia State in the U.S. 

House.
As usual, the 

Bolton native cel-
ebrated with his 
many supporters 
Tuesday eve-
ning in that small 

town. The party included lots of 
food and music as supporters 
mixed and mingled on the side-
walks and in the street.

Thompson shared why his 
support remains strong for the 
district which covers more than 
15,000 square miles and in-
cludes more than 740,000 peo-
ple. The district’s eastern border 
runs along Tunica and Leake 

counties. Alcorn State Univer-
sity, Delta State University, Mis-
sissippi Valley State University 
and Jackson State University are 
located in the Second District.

“We stress constituent servic-
es with the staff. We never meet a 
stranger. I’ve lived in the district 
my whole life. I know the people 
and I don’t have to do anything 
other than the best job possible. 
Getting to serve in Congress is 
an opportunity to broaden the ef-
forts to help people.

“As the only Democrat in the 

WASHINGTON – Conced-
ing Hillary Clinton’s staggering 
defeat, President Barack Obama 
on Wednesday said he was heart-
ened by Donald Trump’s call for 
unity after his stunning victory 
and “we are now all rooting for 
his success in uniting and leading 
the country.”

Obama spoke to reporters in the 
Rose Garden of the White House 
in a post-election ritual meant to 
signal the peaceful transition of 
power from one president to the 
next. He vowed to do all he could 
to ensure a smooth transition and 
tried to buck up Democrats still 
reeling with disappointment and 

shock.
“We all want what’s best for 

this country,” Obama said, noting 
he was encouraged by Trump’s 
election night remarks urging 
reconciliation after an especially 

bitter and long contest.
He spoke just moments after 

Hillary Clinton formally con-
ceded to Trump with a similar, 
though more emotional, appeal 
to give Trump a chance to suc-
ceed as president. The remarks 
were striking after a campaign 
in which the Democrats declared 
Trump was unfi t to serve and told 
voters the future of democracy 
was riding on their choice.

An extraordinarily large num-
ber of Obama aides and advisers 
– more than a hundred in all – 
gathered to hear his statement, in-
cluding stenographers, low-level 
aides and White House Counsel 
Neil Eggleston.

The White House said Obama 
and Trump are due to meet Thurs-

day to discuss the handover of 
power and ongoing planning for 
the transition. Obama called the 
Republican in the early hours of 
the morning Wednesday to con-
gratulate him on his stunning vic-
tory, which marked a forceful re-
buke by voters to Obama’s eight 
years in offi ce.

For Obama, handing over the 
White House to Trump is a dev-
astating blow to his legacy and 
to his hopes for leaving a lasting 
imprint on the nation’s policies. 
Trump has vowed to rip up much 
of what Obama accomplished, in-
cluding his signature health care 
law, the Iran nuclear deal and a 
painstakingly negotiated trade 
deal with Asia.

With Republican control of 

both chambers of Congress, he 
will be well positioned to make 
good on that promises.

Obama also called Clinton 
after it became clear she’d lost 
the race. The White House said 
Obama had “expressed admira-
tion for the strong campaign she 
waged throughout the country.”

It was unclear how substantive 
Obama’s call was with Trump, or 
how long it lasted, although the 
White House noted that Obama 
placed the call from his residence 
in the White House, rather than 
from the West Wing.

Trump’s campaign manager, 
Kellyanne Conway, described it 
as a “warm conversation” and a 
“gracious exchange.” She said 
Trump had missed the president’s 

original call as Trump was speak-
ing to supporters in New York, 
then called him back after leaving 
the stage.

Like Clinton and other Demo-
crats, Obama didn’t appear to 
see Trump’s victory coming. As 
he campaigned vigorously for 
Clinton in the race’s fi nal days, 
Obama said he was confi dent that 
if Americans showed up to vote, 
they’d choose against electing the 
billionaire former reality TV star 
with no formal government expe-
rience.

He had also warned supporters 
in apocalyptic terms that “the fate 
of the republic” rested on Clinton 
defeating Trump on Election Day.

Associated Press writer Jill 
Colvin contributed to this report.

To say the least, disappoint-
ment was in the air during the 
Mississippi Democratic Party’s 
Young Democrats watch party 
Tuesday evening at Hal and 
Mal’s in downtown Jackson.

More than 100 supporters 
came and went at the gathering. 
By 9 p.m. most people were sit-
ting somberly at tables as the 
upsetting elections results up-
dated on the big screen.

The brightest part of the eve-
ning occurred when Hillary 
Clinton briefl y passed Don-
ald Trump in electoral votes, 

but soon the shock of Clinton 
possibly losing the election be-
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The Mississippi Democratic Party’s Young Democrats held a watch 
party at Hal and Mal’s Tuesday night. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
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Hillary Clinton loses presidential election, wins popular vote

His dad was elected mayor of 
the City of Jackson just days be-
fore the 50th anniversary of the 
assassination of Medgar Evers 
in 2013. He announced his can-
didacy [for the second time] 
for mayor of Jackson on what 
would have been Malcolm X’s 
91st birthday in May 2016. His 
dad died Feb. 25, 2014, less than 
a year in offi ce as mayor. Two 
weeks after delivering an im-
passioned eulogy and laying his 
father to rest, he announced his 
candidacy [for the fi rst time] for 
a special election to fi ll the seat 
left vacant by his dad, March 11, 
2014.

Chokwe Antar Lumumba, 
34, was offi cially sworn in as 
mayor of Jackson, Monday, be-
fore a standing room only crowd 
at Jackson’s Convention Center 
Complex. “We observe today not 
as a victory of our chosen candi-
date, but a celebration of our uni-
ty,” Lumumba said to a cheering 
crowd. “It’s about our collective 
efforts to move Jackson forward.

A blessing deferred isn’t a 
blessing denied.

Having had hopes of fulfi lling 
the unexpired term of his father 
in 2014, Lumumba said he was 

grateful for losing to former 
mayor Tony Yarber. “I’m actu-
ally grateful that we lost the elec-
tion in 2014, not because the sin-
cerity was not there, not because 
we didn’t believe we would have 
done a good job, but, we’ve been 
able to appreciate far more that’s 
going on with the city of Jack-
son, and I’ve been able to ap-
preciate more within myself,” 
Lumumba shared on the website 
democracynow.org.

“People have to remember, 
in 2014, not only did I bury my 
father in a two-month time span 
and then enter into an election, 
my wife was pregnant with our 
fi rst child. And so there was a 
world of change. You had a fi rst-
time candidate, who had not run 
for junior class president, much 
less mayor of a city. And so, 
we’ve been able to, you know, 
gather more information and 
position ourselves better. Every-
thing happens in a perfect tim-
ing. And so, we’re happy where 
we fi nd ourselves at this time, 
to move forward the agenda 
that my father embarked on, an 
agenda of a people’s platform, 
one that was not only, you know, 
symbolic of his work in his short 
term as mayor, but symbolic of 
his work, a lifetime of work, 

that he subscribed to and also 
ultimately dedicated his family 
toward.”

During Lumumba’s swearing 
in service, on the same stage his 
father stood and was sworn in 
just four years ago, he became 
engulfed with emotions. “A son 
only holds his father’s hand for 
a short while, but he holds his 
heart forever,” he said as he 
fought back tears. “I can’t help 
but to be emotional today.”

He also paid homage to his 
mother. “My mom’s spirit was 
infectious, she was the fi rst per-
son to tell me that I was bril-
liant,” he said. “If you had the 
privilege of knowing her or 
meeting her, she is someone that 
you would never forget.”

Lumumba ran on a people’s 
platform. In Chicago a few 
weeks ago, speaking at the 
People’s Summit, Lumumba 
shared his thoughts about that 
platform. “From the moment we 
announced, we worked hard and 
aggressively on an agenda that 
included social justice, econom-
ic democracy and making certain 
that the people had a voice,” he 
shared. “That’s our story, and 

When the Jackson City Council 
meets for the fi rst time this fi scal 
year, two new faces will appear in 
council chambers.

In Ward 6, voters elected politi-
cal organizer and consultant Aaron 
Banks. This seat became vacant when 
former Councilman Tyrone Hendrix 
opted not to seek reelection after be-
ing named the executive director for 

the Mississippi Association of Educa-
tors (MAE).

The new mayor of Mississippi’s 
capital city says he wants it to be 
“invested in the principles of human 
rights, justice and equity.”

Chokwe Antar Lumumba, a 
35-year-old attorney, was inaugu-
rated Monday in Jackson.

“As we face the looming threats of 
underperforming schools, a budget 

shortfall, crumbling infrastructure, 
furloughed city employees, crime 
and a water crisis, we must stand 
with a great resolve and become 
more determined than ever before to 
face these issues head-on,” Lumum-
ba told a standing room only crowd 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

He is one of several municipal 
leaders in Mississippi who are be-
ginning four-year terms of offi ce:

• Democrat Lynn Spruill took the 
oath Monday to become the new 
mayor of Starkville – the fi rst woman 
to hold the job in the city. Spruill is a 
former Navy pilot and was mayor of 
Addison, Texas, from 1988 to 1993.

• The new mayor of Clarksdale, 
Democrat Chuck Espy, was inau-
gurated Monday to a job once held 

FREE THE LAND! FREE THE 
LAND! FREE THE LAND! The city 
of Jackson has a new leader. Monday, 
July 3, the city of Jackson offi cially be-
stowed the honor of mayor on Chokwe 
Antar Lumumba, after having won the 
general election with 94 percent of the 
vote in June.

The day began at 7:30 a.m., with a 
prayer breakfast followed by a prayer 
service at Grace Inspirations Church 
in West Jackson under the leadership 
of Danny Ray Hollins. Jimi Jones, pas-
tor of Free Christian Ministries, where 
Lumumba and his family are members, 
presided over the spirit-fi lled worship 
service.

Attendees, who came from near and 
far to feast on both physical and spiritu-
al food, were greeted with inspirational 
singing and praise dancing. Buds of 
Promise, a female dance ensemble and 
one of Lumumba’s favorites, shared 
their gift of dance to the highly popular 
song “Nobody Like You Lord.”

The service also included scripture 

readings by Minister Jorge Torres 
of Iglesias Hispana De Clinton, who 
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Jackson’s First Family Chokwe Antar Lumumba, Ebony Lumumba and daughter Alake’ Maryama PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Lumumba receiving a word from his pastor.
PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Virgi Lindsay (7), Aaron Banks (6), Charles Tillman (5), Ebony and Mayor Chokwe A. Lu-
mumba, DeKeither Stamps (4), Melvin Priester (2), Ashby Foote (1) PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Listed among fi lms made 
by Mississippi’s women fi lm-
makers is Elport Chess and the 
Lanier High School Bus Boy-
cott of 1947. Wilma Emma 
Mosley Clopton, Ph.D., the 
movie’s writer/producer/direc-
tor, calls attention to youth in 
their restless search of truth, 
justice, and equality.

Overt signs of the culture 
boxes them into confi nement 
when it comes to their educa-
tional pursuits. They are only 
allowed to ride city bus num-
ber six, though there are yel-
low buses that white students 
ride with freedom to sit where 
they desire. On bus six are two 
vacant seats up front designat-
ed for white passengers who 
may or may not board the bus.

Elport Chess, returning 
World War II veteran, contin-
ues his educational pursuit at 
Lanier. Cognizant of the sepa-
rate seating areas, he decides 
to not continue to the back of 
the bus but rather, to sit in one 
of the vacant seats up front. 
The white bus driver, Strong, 
continues  downtown where he 
reports the incident to police.

Chess’ arrest alarms stu-
dents who in turn share their  
experience with their teacher, 
Mr. Lyles. who walks down-
town and escorts Chess back 
to school.

Chess’ bravery causes stu-
dents to engage in a bus strike. 

When they learn that Strong’s 
boss did not keep his word to 
fi re him, they went on another 
strike. It was this second strike 
that compelled city bus man-
agement to come before the 
students and announce that 
Strong would no longer work 
for the company.

These strikes draw viewers 
into the reality of what happens 
when collective voices speak. 
Then, too, they motivate youth 
to channel their anger in posi-
tive directions when it comes 
to questioning authority. The 
incidents address perseverance 
by compelling one to seek to 
collaborate, rather than settling 
into a compromising disposi-
tion.

Clopton brings familiar 
voices to speak. Former Jack-
son Public Schools Superin-

BankPlus announced the 
launch of The Source, an initia-
tive designed to provide Missis-
sippi women in business with 
access to capital, mentoring 
support and networking oppor-
tunities to succeed in business.

The Source will launch with 
the goal to loan $50 million 
from BankPlus to women seek-
ing to start a business, grow a 
business or for any other busi-
ness purpose. This investment 
further demonstrates the bank’s 
continued commitment to the 
communities it serves.

“We are extremely excited 
to launch The Source as a 
community-wide initiative for 
all women in business,” said 
Bill Ray, president and CEO of 

BankPlus. “Many of our state’s 
great businesses were started by 
women and many of our busi-
ness leaders are female. We 
believe that if we can provide 
critical information to help all 
women succeed in business, our 
communities will thrive.”

The Source launches with an 
impressive list of Mississippi 
business women on the initia-
tive’s Founding Advisory Panel. 

Members of the panel will act as 
a resource to participants in The 
Source network.

“I am excited to be a part of 
The Source program and give 
back to the community,” said 
Founding Advisory Panel mem-
ber Marlo Kirkpatrick of Kirk-
patrick & Porch Creative. “Plus 
I know I have so many things 

We are fi ve weeks away 
from casting our votes in the 
municipal primary elections in 
Jackson. We want to give you 
a really good look at the can-
didates before you head to the 
polls. The Mississippi Link is 
teaming up with AARP of Mis-
sissippi, Rho Lambda Omega 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha, 
Inc. and OCD Media to pres-
ent the fi rst ever Social Media 
Town Hall Forum.

This forum is designed to 
give all social media savvy vot-
ers an opportunity to interact 
and get up close and personal 
with the candidates seeking the 
top offi ce in the capital city. Al-
though 15 people are currently 

listed as candidates, we will 
present the top fi ve candidates 
as revealed from our survey. 

The top fi ve candidates from 
our survey are (in alphabetical 
order): Ronnie Crudup Jr, Rob-
ert Graham, John Horhn, Chok-
we Antar Lumumba and Tony 
Yarber. The other candidates 
have all been invited to be rec-
ognized and will be given an 
opportunity to interact with at-
tendees during the social mixer.

The other Democratic Can-
didates for mayor are Sidney 
Gladney, Monroe Jackson Sr., 
Jessie Jones and Brian Reyn-
olds. The Republican candi-
dates are Walter Slone Sr. and 
Jason Wells. The Independent 
candidates are Gwen Chap-
man, Jaclyn Mask and Kenneth 

Swarts. Corinthian Sanders is 
running for mayor as a Liber-
tarian candidate.

This forum is slated for 
March 28 beginning with a so-
cial mixer at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Jackson Convention Complex.

The social media platforms 
will engage audiences on 
Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram. These platforms will 
live stream our conversation 
through out the evening.

The conversation begins 
promptly at 6:30 p.m.

This forum will drive home 
the issues that we face as a 
city. Issues such as the budget; 
neighboring cities; furloughs; 
water; management and con-
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The oldest black business 
industry in America began 190 
years ago.

On March 16, 1827, the fi rst 
edition of the “Freedom’s Jour-
nal” was published, thrusting 
African Americans into the 
bustling publishing business.

At the time, blacks in Amer-
ica weren’t even considered 
citizens, most were slaves and 
forbidden to read or write. 
However, John Russwurm and 
Reverend Samuel Cornish rose 
up bravely declaring that, “We 
wish to plead our own cause. 
Too long have others spoken 
for us.”

Dorothy Leavell, publisher 
of the historic Chicago Cru-
sader newspaper, which cel-
ebrated its 75th anniversary 
in 2015, said that when Russ-
wurm and Cornish established 
the Black Press by publishing 
the Freedom’s Journal, they 
wanted to provide a voice for 
black people. The Black Press 
became one of the only means 
of communication between 
black people.

“Black men and women were 
vilifi ed in the New York press 
in the 1800s,” said Leavell. 
“Some white newspaper pub-
lishers sought to defend the 
dignity, honor and character of 
black people, however, Russ-
wurm and Cornish said they, 
‘wish to plead our own cause.’”

Without the Black Press, 
genuine stories of African 
Americans would go untold, 
said Robert W. Bogle, the pub-
lisher of the The Philadelphia 

Tribune.
Bogle said that only black 

people can tell their stories ac-
curately.

“We are as relevant today as 
we were when the Freedom’s 
Journal said they wanted to tell 
our story in our words,” said 
Bogle.

Denise Rolark-Barnes, the 
chair of the NNPA and publish-
er of The Washington Informer, 
said she studied the history of 
the Black Press and used the 
190-year milestone to refl ect on 
the legacy of black newspapers.

“[What I discovered] helped 
me understand how the Black 
Press played a vital role in 
fi ghting for human rights, abol-
ishing slavery and outlawing 
lynching,” Rolark-Barnes said. 
“The lesson for us, as publish-
ers, is that we must remain 
important in our communities 

and continue to be the voice for 
victims and spotlight those who 
have achieved success.”

While mainstream media 
seems distracted by the current 
political atmosphere, Rolark-
Barnes said that it’s vital that 
the Black Press continue to fo-
cus on telling the stories that 
are relevant to the black com-
munity and recording black 
history.

NNPA president and CEO 
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., said 
that March 16, 2017 is a sacred 
historical day in the long, mul-
tidimensional freedom struggle 
of African people in America 
and throughout the world, be-
cause of the courage of John 
Brown Russwurm and Samuel 
Cornish who dared fi rst to pub-
lish  Freedom’s Journal.

Chavis said that the Black 
Press in America has been on 

the frontlines of social change 
in the United States for 190 
years.

“Today, more than ever, the 
Black Press remains the trusted 
and audacious voice of black 
America,” said Chavis. “Today, 
the NNPA continues this irre-
pressible tradition of publish-
ing truth to power. Our free-
dom fi ghting publishers are all 
united as we reaffi rm the vital 
importance and relevance of 
the Black Press now and into 
the future.”

Jacqueline Miles, publisher 
of the half-century-old Pen-
sacola Press in Florida said 
that it’s important to note that 
the Black Press has become the 
source of information for jobs, 
weddings, births, deaths and 
even entertainment.

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA News Wire Contributor

Still pleading our own cause: The 
Black Press celebrates 190 years

A display wall showcases the front pages of the nation’s black newspapers. TRAVIS RIDDICK/NNPA

Black Press
Continued on page 3
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Lanier High School 
Teacher Kristen Barnes-
Clay has been selected 
by the National Science 

Teachers’ Association 
(NSTA) Awards and Rec-
ognitions Committee as a 
recipient for the 2017 Mai-
tland P. Simmons Memo-

rial Award for New Science 
Teachers.

Each year, NSTA re-

Barnes-Clay to receive prestigious 
NSTA award for new science teachers

Barnes-Clay
Continued on page 3

 By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

The Mississippi Link Newswire
“The Source” will support Mississippi 
women in business with mentoring and 

networking opportunities. BankPlus is the 
fi rst Mississippi bank to offer an initiative 

of this scale to women in business.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

After a little more than two and a 
half hours of deliberations, and with 
the jury unable to reach a verdict, the 
judge presiding over the case of Hinds 
County District Attorney Robert 
Shuler Smith, declared it a mistrial. 

Jurors began their deliberations 

Wednesday afternoon to determine 
whether Smith was guilty of hinder-
ing the prosecution of criminal defen-
dant Christopher Butler.

During deliberations, a note of con-
cern was sent to the judge stating that 
one of the jurors knew the defendant 
personally, and should be replaced by 
an alternate.

The decision was made not to re-
place the juror, however, Attorney 
General Jim Hood released the con-
tents of the note sent to the judge. 
The note read: “What do we do about 
a juror who has previous knowledge 
of Robert Smith and has a previously 
formed opinion of him and is basing 
her verdict on previous knowledge 

and opinion instead of current evi-
dence?”

The jury was unable to reach a 
unanimous verdict on any of the three 
counts against Smith. They were 6-6 
on the hindering prosecution charge, 

During the Ceremonial Swear-
ing-In event a few blocks from 
The White House, the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Founda-
tion, Inc., honored Rep. Cedric 
L. Richmond (D-La.), the new 
chairman of the Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC) and mem-
bers of the CBC that will serve 
during the 115th Congress.

A. Shuanise Washington, the 
president and CEO of the CBCF, 
said that 115th Congress will 
have the largest CBC in history 
with 49 members.

“While the CBC grows in 
numbers, there remains a lack of 
diversity and inclusion when it 
comes to senior staff placement 
in senate and congressional of-
fi ces,” said Washington. “The 
CBCF is committed to doing its 
part to change the landscape of 
Capitol Hill and we’re doing so 
with one of our newest initia-
tives: Emerge 535.”

Launched in 2013, the Emerge 

535 program will enable the 
CBCF to expand opportunities 
for young people of color by 
providing 535 scholarships and 
fellowships to work on Capitol 
Hill.

During her comments at the 

CBC ceremony, House Minority 
leader Democratic leader Nancy 
Pelosi (D-Calif.) blasted Repub-
lican lawmakers for blocking 
President Barack Obama’s last 
Supreme Court justice nominee 
and efforts to pass an updated 

Voting Rights Act (VRA).
Pelosi also noted the irony in 

the fact that some of the same 
Republicans, who attended the 
opening of the National Mu-
seum of African-American His-
tory and Culture and the fi ftieth 

anniversary of “Bloody Sunday” 
in Selma, Ala., refused to work 
with Democrats on Capitol Hill 
to restore the protections of the 
VRA.

“It’s not about Democrats, 
it’s not about Republicans, it’s 
about America,” said Pelosi. 
“The greatness of America is 
affected by how [Republicans] 
have rejected the ability of our 
president to appoint a [Supreme 
Court] justice, how they have re-
jected our calls for correcting the 
injustice of the Supreme Court 
decision [in Shelby v. Holder]. 
It’s all about justice.”

Pelosi called the CBC the 
“conscience of the Congress 
and indeed of the country,” and 
she added that it was exciting 
to see that some of the new-
est members of the CBC were 
representing districts who had 
never elected a black lawmaker 
to serve in the U.S. Congress.

The newest members of the 
CBC are: Senator Kamala Har-
ris, who is California’s fi rst 

African-American senator; Rep. 
Val Demings (D-Fla.); Rep. 
Lisa Blunt-Rochester (D-Del.), 
the fi rst African American and 
woman to serve in Congress 
from Delaware; Rep. Anthony 
Brown (D-Md.); Rep. Dwight 
Evans (D-Pa.) and Rep. Donald 
McEachin (D-Va.).

After the ceremonial oath of 
offi ce was performed, outgoing 
Chairman G.K. Butterfi eld (D-
N.C.) said that 2016 is now in 
our rearview mirror.

“We fi nd ourselves facing a 
diffi cult, political and legisla-
tive environment, unlike any 
that we have ever seen before, 
but I promise you that the CBC 
will rise to the occasion and we 
will meet these new challenges,” 
said Butterfi eld. “The conse-
quences are too enormous for 
us to be indecisive and to allow 
conservative forces and forces 
of the alt-right to defend our na-
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Mistrial declared in the Hinds County DA case

The CBC celebrates history with 49 members in the 115th congress

 By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

It appeared during Tues-
day’s meeting of the Board 
of Trustees for the Jackson 
Public Schools District, that 
members at times struggled 
to come to an agreement. It 
was also evident that some 
board members didn’t know 
what was on the agenda. 
“I thought we were here 
to discuss the search for a 
superintendent and noth-
ing else,” said school board 
member Jed Oppenheim, 
who stressed the importance 
of getting community input 
during the search process.

During a packed meeting 
held outside of the confi ne-
ments of the normal board 
meeting venue, because of 
the district’s holiday sched-
ule, parents, teachers and 
other community stakehold-
ers were ready for answers 
from district leaders as to 
‘what the process would be 
to fi nd a new superinten-
dent?’ Their questions re-
main unanswered.

It has been nearly two 
months since former Super-
intendent Cedrick Gray sub-
mitted his resignation from 
Mississippi’s second largest 
school district and nearly one 
month since State Superin-
tendent of Education Carey 
Wright, appeared before the 
board and stressed the ur-

gency of fi xing the problems 
within the district, yet board 
members are still at ground 
zero with crafting a plan and 
moving forward. “We’ve got 
to get this right, we can’t af-
ford to make a mistake, we 
are accountable for this,” 
said Richard Lind. “We need 
your help.”

The board, based on Trust-
ee Rickey Jones’ motion, 
voted 5-2 to table a motion 
to hire a consulting fi rm to 
help them develop a list of 
prospects for the job. “This 
board has not done its due 
diligence to proceed, we’ve 
not done a needs’ assess-
ment,” Jones said. “We need 
to know what we want and 
be totally engaged in the pro-
cess.”

The board decided to use 
its secretary Vikki Mumford 
as an information clearing 
house for suggestions and 

input from the community as 
to what it would like to see 
in the districts next superin-
tendent.

Working Together Jack-
son, a 40-member institu-
tion, reiterated its pledge to 
support the board in its quest 
to fi nd a new school chief. 
“We stand with you in pro-
viding input, assistance and 
support as we work together 

to re-establish Jackson Pub-
lic Schools as a successful 
district with quality schools 
throughout the city,” Okolo 
Rashid read from a prepared 
statement. “We stand com-
mitted to remaining engaged 
with the school board and 
new superintendent in the 
years to come to help JPS 
return to and maintain a suc-
cessful school district.”

Board member Kimberly 
Campbell voted for the de-
lay in hiring a consultant, but 
expressed her concern for the 
board to heed Wright’s warn-
ing. “MDE is watching us, 
they have already told this 
board that we are behind in 
letting them know a timeline 
for the process,” Campbell 

No action from Jackson Public Schools 
Board in superintendent search
 By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

 By Freddie Allen
Managing Editor/NNPA Newswire

Historians agree that the Affordable Care Act 
will stand as one of President Obama’s great-
est achievements during his tenure in The White 
House. FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA
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Supporters and critics alike may eventually 
come to view President Barack Obama’s two-
term White House tenure the same way.

His determination for change never appeared 
to cause him to stumble on his goals, be it Obam-
acare or commuting the sentences of so many 
who were imprisoned for so long – primarily 
because of antiquated laws that punished mostly 
low-level minority drug offenders.

Even as Obama is set to leave offi ce, he took 
unprecedented steps to retaliate against alleged 
Russian interference in the 2016 election.

Obama labeled Russia’s action as signifi cant, 
malicious and cyber-enabled and sanctioned six 
Russian individuals and fi ve Russian entities 
while ordering dozens of Russian diplomats to 
leave the country.

The president also gave them and their fami-
lies just three days to pack up and leave.

“These actions follow repeated private and 
public warnings that we have issued to the Rus-
sian government, and are a necessary and appro-
priate response to efforts to harm U.S. interests in 

Obama
Continued on page 3

JPS School Board
Continued on page 3

Historians 
rank President 
Obama’s legacy

CBC
Continued on page 3

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA News Wire Contributor

Members of the Congressional Black Caucus participate in the ceremonial swearing-in event for the 115th Con-
gress at The Warner Theatre in Washington, D.C. FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA

Mistrial
Continued on page 3

The recent push by the State 
Board of Education to justify 
a state takeover of the Jack-
son Public School District has 
caused alarm throughout the 
city and state, and we are con-
cerned about its implications.

A new law which took effect 
July 1, provides that a state 
takeover of a school district 
will likely last at least eight 
years. Under such a scheme, 
an entire generation of stu-
dents may not fully know the 
benefi ts of having their parents 
and local citizens as the con-
trolling voices of their school 
culture.

Tragically, these students 
may arbitrarily be denied the 
life-enhancing experiences 
that come with competing 
in extra-curricular activities; 
their neighborhood schools 
may be closed and consolidat-
ed into a building across town; 
they may have to take extra 
steps just to have their diplo-
mas recognized by in-state 
colleges and universities – not 
to mention the diffi culties that 

could come with applying to 
out-of-state institutions.

We believe the children of 
Jackson deserve better, and 
we stand with the parents, 
educators, business leaders, 
faith leaders and community 
leaders who have raised their 
voices collectively as #OurJPS 
to make their concerns known.

While we recognize that 
there have been documented 
problems within JPS over the 
course of several years, we 
have been encouraged with the 
rapid rate at which nearly all 
defi ciencies outlined in a mas-
sive Mississippi Department 
of Education audit have been 
positively addressed.

We watched as interim JPS 
Superintendent Freddrick 
Murray dutifully outlined the 
strides that have been made 
to correct those problems in 
only a few months’ time. We 
believe that the efforts of the 
school district should be re-
spectfully acknowledged; 
however, it appeared that the 
DOE was already poised to 

demand a takeover well before 
Murray’s report was provided 
in an open hearing.

While some have scoffed at 
the idea that a plot to take over 
the district has been develop-
ing for some time, given the 
quick decisions behind closed 
doors to recommend the state 
takeover by the Commission 
on Accreditation last Wednes-
day and by the DOE the next 
day, we suspect that the con-
spiracy theorists may be right.

Notably, neither panel 
glanced at the information 
provided by the district before 
going into executive sessions 
and then coming out to an-
nounce their verdicts – a state 
takeover was warranted.

As advocates of open gov-
ernment, we are astounded at 
the calling and reporting of 
executive sessions during this 
process, but that is a subject 
for another day.

We recognize that problems 
and issues that took years to 
develop will take time to cor-
rect. We urge the Governor, 
upon whose desk this monu-
mental school district takeover 

now sits, to postpone a deci-
sion on the recommendation 
until such reasonable time that 
the district needs to at least 
complete its response to the 
700-page audit that is the basis 
of the takeover threat. 

We hope that the District’s 
successful compliance and 
positive addressing of its de-
fi ciencies will mean that local 
control of our city’s school 
district will remain intact.

Editor’s note:
The potential State takeover 

of the Jackson Public Schools 
District continues to be a hot 
button issue. The Mississippi 
Link is committed to follow-
ing this story until the end and 
providing you with the most 
accurate and up-to-date infor-
mation. Next week, we will 
present views from the oppos-
ing side and we will share our 
thoughts. Governor Bryant is 
scheduled to meet with Mayor 
Chokwe Antar Lumumba this 
week before making a deci-
sion.

Please follow this story here 
and online at www.mississip-
pilink.com
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Black Wealth 2020, a new 
movement aiming to change the 
course of black wealth in Ameri-
ca, is gaining swift support from 
national advocates of economic 
justice.

“The struggle for black wealth 
is a legendary struggle. And so 
whether we’re talking about what 
we have attempted to do in the 
past or what we should be doing 
now, the fact of the matter is that 
African Americans have not re-
ally realized their potential in this 
country,” says U. S. Rep. Maxine 
Waters (D-Calif.), ranking mem-
ber on the House Financial Ser-
vices Committee in a recent inter-
view about the necessity of Black 
Wealth 2020.

“If black people are to have 
a future and to move forward, 
we’ve got to not only build wealth 
by home ownership, where we 
can build up our equity and have 
money to turn around and invest 
in business opportunities, but we 
must also learn more about and 
be aggressive in going after fran-
chises and getting involved with 

investment opportunities – all of 
that is extremely important. And 
now is a very crucial time in the 
history of black people.”

Two years ago, Waters was 
among the fi rst to interact with 
the then fl edgling group, found-
ed by Michael Grant, president 
of the National Bankers Asso-
ciation; Jim Winston, president 
of the National Association of 
Black-owned Broadcasters (NA-
BOB); and Ron Busby, president/
CEO of the U. S. Black Cham-
bers Inc. At that time the groups 
worked with Waters in an attempt 
to assure black economic partici-
pation in a merger between NBC 
Universal and Comcast.

They were successful. The 
merger failed. But, the groups 
continued to meet and has since 
grown to about 10 heads of orga-
nizations with economic justice 
as core values. They convene 
monthly to strategize on ways 
to signifi cantly strengthen black 
homeownership, black business-
es and black banks by 2020 and 
beyond. In addition to Waters, 

Waters, Morial, 
Sanders push Black 
Wealth 2020 as ‘urgent’ 
movement spreads

 By Hazel Trice Edney
TriceEdneyWire.com

COMMENTARY

Let Jackson Govern 
Its Public Schools

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Nissan Canton Plant will roll out 
the next-generation Nissan Frontier

CANTON, Miss. – Last week, Nissan 
offi cials announced a renewed commit-
ment to Mississippi and a continuation 
of manufacturing high-quality vehicles 

in Canton. It was revealed that the Nis-
san Canton Vehicle Assembly Plant will 
build the next-generation Nissan Fron-
tier.

“Nissan is proud to call Mississippi 
home, and the Canton plant is a crucial 

element in our company’s global pro-
duction chain,” said José Muñoz, chief 
performance offi cer, Nissan Motor Co., 

Nissan Frontier
Continued on page 3

 By Othor Cain
Editor

Hamer

New York State Sen. James Sanders (head of table) hosts Black Wealth 
2020 founders U. S. Black Chamber President Ron Busby (left) and Na-
tional Bankers Association President Michael Grant (right) at introductory 
meeting in New York. Sanders says he has established a Black Wealth 
2020 Chapter in Queens. 

Fannie Lou Hamer documentary 
marks civil rights icon’s 100th birthday

Hamer
Continued on page 3

Movement
Continued on page 3

By Pam Shaw
#OurJPSCoalition

Fannie Lou Hamer, one of Missis-
sippi’s most iconic civil rights lead-
ers, would have turned 100 years old 
this year, Oct. 6. To commemorate her 
legacy and the centennial of her life, 
an MPB original production titled 
“Fannie Lou Hamer: Stand Up” will 
air at 8 p.m. Oct. 5, on MPB Televi-
sion.

The 30-minute documentary fi lm 
chronicles Hamer’s life from the time 
she attempted to register to vote in 
Indianola, Mississippi in 1962 while 
working as a sharecropper in Ru-
leville, Mississippi. The plantation 
owner forced her to leave his property 
for trying to register. Then her life 
propelled into civil rights activism to 
help all African Americans register to 

vote.
She worked with the Student Non-

violent Coordinating Committee and 
was a co-founder of the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party in 1964. 

“It’s a story of her life told by people 
who knew her,” said Taiwo Gaynor, 
one of two MPB producers of the 
fi lm. Civil rights activists interviewed 
for the fi lm include Charles McLau-

rin, Flonzie Brown Wright, Charles 
Cobb, the Rev. Edwin King and Leslie 
McLemore, founding director of The 
Fannie Lou Hamer Institute at Jack-
son State University.

McLaurin met Hamer on a bus in 
1962 as activists rode to Indianola to 
register to vote. He recalls the feeling 

In his popular history/personal mem-
oir, Deep Denial, McComb native David 
Billings portrays the American scene as 
one that has not fulfi lled its democratic 
potential. America has not grown up 
even though generations, across cen-
turies, come and go. It has not matured 
from a child to an adult, despite the Civil 
Rights Movement, its fi rst African Amer-
ican President, and its signifi cant strides 
and gains. The author conveys that what 
remains sturdy is the fi rm grasp of royal 
treatment in grand fashion of white citi-
zens, orchestrated by white supremacy 
that intentionally creates chaos in the 
lives of people of color. This stance per-
meates throughout the country. 

The storyteller maintains that he has 
spent 54 years fi ghting racism. While 
hope lurks for a better day, blacks and 
people of color continue to receive the 
false remnants of the American dream. 

Billing’s frank assessment of the histori-
cal pattern of racism moves beyond that 
pattern into white supremacists’ determi-
nation to keep it alive.

The objective of Deep Denial, loaded 
with well-documented and substantive 
research, is to gain an understanding of 
the psychological impact of racism on 
white America and to rebuke the notion 
of a post-racial society. The dominant 
culture has prevented nonwhites from 
exercising their individual rights to ex-
perience the privileges they have taken 
for granted and enjoyed. The meaning of 
America, thus is “I am race,” – the white 
race.

Billings blatantly argues that “race is 
a political construct and must be undone 
politically. He claims that being white in 
America has always constituted a way of 
life. Racial superiority has been internal-
ized and “whites have a social contract 
that a race-constructed society made 
with them.” Hence, the worldwide Doc-

trine of Discovery allowed Christopher 
Columbus to, in the name of Christ and 
His Church, claim all lands and people 
he and his cohorts founded. “The so-
cial contract existed [among] the United 
States government, its Constitution, and 
white people,” the author contended.

So whites had access to Indians who 
were untaxed and slaves who were clas-
sifi ed as only 3/5 of a person. This access 
was granted without these individuals’ 
permission. While the nation’s white citi-
zenry has reaped great riches, the native 
Indians and enslaved Africans were de-
liberately denied privileges. They have 
not received their just due. Billings has 
concluded from his assessment that “to 
deny this reality as a white person is na-
ïve and even dangerous.”

The author reasons that it is this supe-
riority complex that is imposed repeat-

One hundred-fi fty years ago, 
African- American men were 
granted the right to vote in 
Washington, D.C., Morehouse 
College, a private, historical-
ly-black college for men was 
established and under a brush 
arbor in the Mississippi com-
munity of Learned, the Oak 
Grove M. B. Church began.

Sunday, May 7, this his-
torical church, which is listed 
with the Department of Ar-
chives and History in Jack-
son, celebrated its annual 
Men and Women’s Day. The 
theme scripture was, “We will 
not hide them from their chil-
dren, shewing to the genera-
tion to come the praises of the 
Lord, and his strength, and his 
wonderful works that he hath 
done.” Psalms 78: 4.

The guest speaker for 
the event was Jacquelyn H. 
Hampton, publisher of The 
Mississippi Link newspaper 
and a member of the College 
Hill M.B. Church. She was 
introduced by Murlene Taylor 
who stated she has been very 
impressed with Hampton over 
the years, watching her serve 
her church and community.

Hampton followed the 
event’s theme “Men and 
Women Building a Legacy in 
Christ,” as the subject for her 
speech. She opened with Co-
lossians 3:17, “Whatever you 
do, whether in word or deed, 
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By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

My mother is no longer close by, nor is she a phone call away, 
but I want to share a message about her for this Mother’s Day

One of her favorite scriptures came from 2 Timothy 2:15. “Study 
to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”

Lula Holman transitioned to her heavenly home December 23, 
2015. She joined her husband Dennis Holman Sr., children 
Shirley Holman-Norris and Dennis Holman Jr.; her mother, Olivia 
Benton and her sister Emma Wells. She was a faithful member 
of Mt. Nebo Baptist Church pastored by Rev. John Wicks.

She enjoyed cooking, singing and helping others. My mother was 
a mother to all in the community that needed a mother for a friend. 
She especially enjoyed spending time with her seven grandchildren.

I along with my sisters, brothers and other family members 
we miss her very much but we still fi nd comfort in another 
one of her favorite scriptures: “To everything there is a 
season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A 
time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time 
to pluck up that which is planted.” Ecclesiastes 3:1-2

Happy Mother’s Day, Mom 

Tribute to Mother
By Emma Harris

Lula Holman

Special to The Mississippi Link

Happy Mother’s Day

Oak Grove
Continued on page 3

Hampton Terry Taylor

The pond used for baptism in the early beginning of Oak Grove M.B. Church.
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Jesse Sutton Jr.
Jesse Sutton Jr. was appointed to 

Earth December 26, 1941, in Jackson, 
Miss. (Hinds County). God truly broke 
the mold when he designed such an 
awesome man of God. He was the last 
born son to the late Reverend Jesse Sut-
ton Sr. and Flora Mae Sutton. He was 
a bright and brilliant young man. He 
proved to be a fi ghter early in life. He 
was almost killed when he was hit by 
a car and dragged for several feet at the 
age of 10.

Sutton began his educational journey 
at Fairfi eld Church School where there 
were only two teachers, Mary Jane 
Pace, principal and Dorothy Sutton, 
teacher. Although the school educated 
students to the 8th grade, he complet-

ed his 8th grade and 9th grade years 
at Westside Jr. High. He transitioned 
to Sumner Hill High School for 10th 
through 12th grades. He was a proud 
member of the graduating class of 1959.

He then furthered his studies at Bish-
op College, Marshall, Texas; Utica Jr. 
College in Utica, Miss.; Mississippi In-
dustrial College (B.S.), Holly Springs, 
Miss.; Jackson State University 
(M.Ed.), Jackson, Miss. Further studies 
were done at Alcorn State University, 
Mississippi State University, Winona 
State University, Dillard State Univer-
sity, Jackson State University and the 
Jackson Area COPP Program.

He was an advocate for education. 
He knew early on that a manual labor 
job was not for him. He told his best 

friend, “I’m too lazy to work, I’m going 
to school.” He worked smart, not hard 
and was a true champion for education.

Sutton’s employment included Flor-
ida School for Boys, Oakley Training 
School, West Side Junior High School, 
and Blackburn Junior High where he 
served as assistant principal, teacher, 
and coach. The amazing thing about 
Sutton was that he began his career in 
education as a teenager. He had such a 
respected, strong and mature presence 
that he was able to handle and give in-
struction to his peers.

Sutton was also a political guru. He 
was very instrumental in helping politi-
cians in all arenas. His house was the 
hub for both black and white candi-
dates, especially in the Westside com-

munity. If he placed his stamp of ap-
proval on you, you were a guaranteed 
winner.

Sutton accepted his call into the min-
istry at New Canney Creek Missionary 
Baptist Church, under the leadership 
of his father, the late Reverend Jesse S. 
Sutton Sr., where he served as pastor. 
He was a Son of the House at Fairfi eld 
Missionary Baptist Church; fi rst under 
the leadership of Rev. R. L. White. Be-
fore his passing, he was one of oldest of 
the last remaining members.

He was ordained as the pastor of St. 
Matthews Missionary Baptist Church 
in May 1987. He became the pastor of 
New McRaven Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church April 1, 1988. For several years, 
he served as pastor for both churches 

until God led him to initiate full time 
services at New McRaven Hill.

He pastored New McRaven Hill for 
twenty-nine years, until the Lord tran-
sitioned him home. Before his transi-
tion, he led the church to being debt 
free by paying off a half-million dollar 
mortgage last October. 

I N  M E M O R I A M

December 26, 1941 - October 16, 2017
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Sutton
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Environmental Technical Sales, Inc.
Welcomes

Robert Miller 
as the new

 Director of Public Works
for the

 City of Jackson
And Congratulates 

The Mississippi Link
For 24 Years of Publishing

Sam Agnew
sagnew@etec-sales.com

Mike Todd
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Bryson Agnew
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Prayer, pa-
tience and hard 
work have got-
ten us through 
24 years of 
publishing The 
Mississippi Link 

and we are so appreciative of 
everyone that has contributed 
to the many successes we have 
experienced throughout this 
amazing journey.

I would probably be the 
fi rst one to say that it has not 
always been easy, but I am 
proud to say that we continue 
to do well because we have a 
community of loyal subscrib-
ers and advertisers that ex-
press a love and appreciation 
for our newspaper and lets us 
know that our future continues 
to look bright.

Celebrating 24 years of op-
eration is a great milestone 
and we are humbled that we 
share our anniversary month 
with internationally recog-
nized Breast Cancer Aware-
ness month.

Over the years, we have 
chosen to dedicate each of our 
anniversary issues to Breast 
Cancer Awareness month. and 

we have met countless indi-
viduals that have shared their 
courageous stories of how 
they have battled breast cancer 
and won; therefore, to those 
that have won, to the families 
of those that have succumbed 
and those that are still battling, 
we dedicate our 24th year an-
niversary publication to you.

Personally, I am thankful to 
our dedicated staff as well as 
those that have worked with 
us over the years either as full 
time or part time staff mem-
bers, free-lance writers and 
photographers or as editorial 
contributors that have shared 
their thoughts of interests with 
our readers.

The list is long. Our sup-
port comes from all over the 
nation and includes not only 
subscribers and advertisers but 
also organizations of which 
we are members, such as the 
National Newspaper Publish-
ers Association and The Mis-
sissippi Press Association. 
The wealth of knowledge that 
we have gained through these 
organizations is valued by The 
Mississippi Link. 

Also, I would be remiss if I 
did not express my gratitude to 
Socrates Garrett, founder and 

former owner and publisher 
of The Mississippi Link for 
having the foresight 24 years 
ago to establish a publication 
that would give more African 
Americans a viable outlet in 
which they could share their 
news and information with the 
public. We are proud that The 
Mississippi Link became an-
other African-American news-
paper that could tell positive 
stories about the achievements 
of black businesses, churches 
and the accomplishments of 
African Americans that had 
been neglected in mainstream 
newspapers and we are so 
proud to have fi lled that gap 
then, as we continue to fi ll that 
gap now.

The need for a newspaper 
with your best interest in mind 
will continue to exist. The 
Mississippi Link will continue 
to answer that call. We will 
continue to publish week after 
week because we enjoy pub-
lishing a product that ignites 
interest throughout our com-
munities and throughout the 
nation.

As we fast forward into an-
other year, let me say thank 
you for allowing us to have 
served you.

I’ve sat in 
the editor’s seat 
at The Missis-
sippi Link more 
times than I can 
count. How I 
arrive back 

each time is also above my 
math grade. What I know for 
certain though, is that each 
time I’m here, I’m engulfed 
with a sense of service, grati-
tude and commitment because 
that is what drives the work 
we do daily.

For 24 years; 12 months 
each year; four/fi ve weeks 

each month and one day each 
week, we’ve shared stories 
that impact our communities, 
shape our world and change 
lives. Stories of triumph 
and tribulations…praise and 
pain…highs and lows…happy 
and sad. Stories that matter 
most to you.

As editor, I’m blessed to 
be connected to and serve the 
community through this medi-
um. We are fortunate to have 
readers and subscribers that 
share your amazing stories 
and call on us for coverage.

I value and embrace the 
saying that “we should control 
our own narrative,” and that 

“no one can tell our story bet-
ter than “we can.” That’s why 
I fi nd joy in telling your story. 
Thank you for sharing, thank 
you for calling and thank you 
for counting on us.

Though we are an extreme-
ly small staff, I think our work 
rivals any major newspaper in 
the country. For 24 years, rain, 
sleet or shine, we’ve been on 
the front lines of the most 
compelling stories across this 
state. We are your connection 
to information in print, online 
and through social media. The 
Mississippi Link is here to 
serve you.

Here’s to the next 24!

 By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

24 Years of Publishing

24 years of service and still growing
 By Othor Cain
Editor

FOR 25 YEARS OF SERVICE

Would like to thank our 
readers for subscribing by 

mail or picking up your copy 
at local newsstands and 
racks. We also thank you 
for patronizing our loyal 

advertisers.

We thank our advertisers 
for the confidence you have 
placed in us by continuing 

to spotlight your businesses 
and notices in our weekly 

publication.

Publisher and Staff
The Mississippi Link Newspaper

Serving you since 1993
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More than a night of food and 
dancing. More than a night of 
speaking and awards. More than 
a night of black-tie elegance and 
entertainment. Hinds County 
Human Resource Agency’s 23rd 
Annual Awards and Recogni-
tion Gala held September 29 at 
the Jackson Marriott Hotel, was 
much, much, more.

Why? Because it involved the 
community. ‘Helping families, 
strengthening communities’ is 
the cornerstone of Hinds Coun-
ty Human Resource Agency 
(HCHRA), and helping Hinds 
County advance continues to be 
one of HCHRA’s main goals. 
Caring about the citizens and 
providing life-changing op-
portunities through the services 
HCHRA offers is what made the 
gala more…much, much, more.  

It is HCHRA’s annual signa-
ture event, which helps to pro-
vide critical matching funds for 
several services such as home-
delivered meals, congregate 
meal sites and Hinds County ru-
ral public transportation.

This year’s gala was especial-
ly signifi cant, as it was also part 
of the Agency’s 40th year anni-
versary celebrations being held 
throughout the year.

The keynote address was de-
livered by Denise Harlow, CEO 
of the National Community Ac-
tion Partnership in Washington, 
D.C.  Harlow encouraged the 
agency to keep its feet to the 
mission of helping families and 
strengthening communities, as 
she continues to champion the 
work and impact of the nation’s 
Community Action Agencies 
around the country.

Jessie Primer III, saxophonist, 
provided superb entertainment 
that was as excellent as the great 
food served by the Marriott. Yet, 
it was even more than that. The 
gala provided an opportunity to 
create awareness about its pro-
grams and services: to celebrate 
clients who transitioned out of 
poverty to self-suffi ciency and 
to honor volunteers and commu-
nity partners who worked with 
the agency throughout the year 
to help eradicate poverty and 

provide a better life for more 
than 65,000 low-income citizens 
throughout Hinds County.

It was more, because it in-
volved HCHRA sponsors. 
HCHRA President and CEO 
Kenn Cockrell said, “If not for 
the unwavering support of spon-
sors to help HCHRA empower 
disadvantaged Hinds County cit-
izens to become self-reliant and 
realize their full potential, the 
task would be insurmountable.”

The 2017 gala was made pos-
sible by BankPlus (platinum 
sponsor); Mississippi Group 
Marketing, PA and The Missis-
sippi Link (gold sponsors); Kenn 
Cockrell and Family, along with 
C Spire (silver sponsors); En-
tergy, HCHRA Board of Direc-
tors, Jackson Advocate, Patty 
Peck Honda, Phelps Dunbar 
and Watkins, Ward & Stafford, 
PLLC (bronze sponsors); and 
valued friends, Atmos Energy, 
M3A Architecture, PLLC, Vera 
Butler and Chelsea Luster, Mis-
sissippi Development Authority, 
HCHRA Advisory Committee, 
Walker & Son, Jackson Memo-

rial Funeral Service, WEM Con-
sulting Group, WWISCAA and 
David Knight & Natasha Phil-
lips, D.O.  

Contributions made this year 
will go towards expanding pro-
grams and services in the up-
coming year.

“Having strong corporate and 
community partners who are 
committed to the Agency’s ef-
forts has made a tremendous 
difference in the lives of the 
children and families HCHRA 
serves. We thank them for be-
lieving in the work we do,” said 
Cockrell.

It was more, because it in-
volved HCHRA donors. Donor 
generosity was undeniably at 
the top of the charts. From must-
haves to essentials, from dining 
to on-the-go, from dressing up to 
a night out, as well as remarkable 
artwork, generous donations in 
support of the HCHRA Awards 
& Recognition Gala’s silent 
auction, its fi rst ever, helped to 
make the evening a grand affair.  

Silent auction items included 
everything from tickets to Walt 

Disney World, to gift cards at lo-
cal restaurants. HCHRA thanks 
Offi ce Products Plus, Penn’s, 
McAlister’s Deli, The Fairview 
Inn, Almeta Roberts, IP Casino 
Resort & Spa, Caesars Enter-
tainment/Horseshoe Tunica 
Hotel & Casino, Kats Wine & 
Spirits, Walmart (Flowood), C 
Spire, MS Products, Inc., Staff-
ers, TempStaff, M3A Architec-
ture, PLLC, R.J. Young, Elkins 
Wholesale, Kendra Scott, An-
drea Little, Marriott (Jackson), 
Hilton Garden Inn Jackson/
Downtown, Heartwood, Aun-
drayeah Ramsey, Vera Butler, 
Jimmy Mumford, Kwame Brax-
ton, Craftsmen’s Guild of Mis-
sissippi, Venture Technologies, 
Walt Disney World Company, 
Jessica Davis, and Jackson Data 
Products for their support.

It was more, because it in-
volved HCHRA staff and vol-
unteers. It is the mission of 
HCHRA to empower disadvan-
taged Hinds County citizens to 
become self-reliant and real-
ize their full potential. HCHRA 
employs nearly 400 people to 

carry out its mission. In addition 
to the work performed by staff, 
last year, volunteers donated 
678,592 hours to support the 
work of HCHRA.

“HCHRA has a very talented 
and dedicated group of staff 
members and volunteers,” said 
Cockrell. “It is because of their 
untiring work ethic, commit-
ment and support to advance 
the community that the Agency 
has successfully operated for 40 
continuous years.”

HCHRA’s 23rd Annual 
Awards & Recognition Gala 
was more than just a night of 
food and dance, or speaking 
and awards; it was much, much, 
more – it was to honor the work 
HCHRA has done over the past 
40 years to make Hinds County 
a more prosperous community 
in which we are all afforded ac-
cess and opportunities to educa-
tion, employment, health and 
safety.

To all of our staff, volunteers, 
friends and supporters who con-
tributed in any way, HCHRA 
thanks you.

WHAT: Thousands of local breast cancer 
survivors, caregivers, volunteers and corpo-
rate and community members unite to help 
create a world free from the pain and suf-
fering caused by breast cancer at the Ameri-
can Cancer Society Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer 5K Walk. This noncompeti-
tive, inspirational event raises awareness and 
funds to end breast cancer and provides hope 
to ensure no one faces breast cancer alone.

When: Saturday, October 28
Registration begins at 8 a.m.
Walk starts at 9:00 a.m., rain or shine
Where: Thalia Mara Hall (255 E Pasca-

goula Street, Jackson)
Interviews: Interviews will be available 

with breast cancer survivors, caregivers, 
Making Strides participants, Real Men Wear 
Pink and sponsor representatives.

Visuals: Chevy Pink Camero, Strides 
Store, warm up activities, Real Men Wear 
Pink, Survivor Tent Experience, etc.

Onsite Contact: Wendy Hutchins
601-506-8864 (cell)
Background: Since 1993, more than 12 

million Making Strides Against Breast Can-
cer participants have helped raise more than 
$750 million to create a world free from the 
pain and suffering caused by breast can-
cer. The noncompetitive three- to fi ve-mile 
walks are held in nearly 300 communities 
nationwide.

Dollars raised help the American Cancer 
Society ensure no one faces breast cancer 
alone by funding innovative breast cancer 
research; promoting education and risk re-
duction; and providing comprehensive pa-
tient support to those who need it most.

This year’s Making Strides walk in Jack-
son will be held Saturday, October 28 at 
Thalia Mara Hall.

For more information about breast cancer 
or the Making Strides walk in Jackson, visit 
MakingStridesWalk.org/JacksonMS or call 
601-321-5512.

More than a night of entertainment – 
HCHRA’s 2017 Awards & Recognition Gala

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
Walk Saturday at Thalia Mara Hall

Thousands expected to unite to help the American Cancer Society create 
a world free from the pain and suffering caused by breast cancer

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire
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The Board of Trustees and 
Interim Superintendent Fred-
drick Murray recognized the 
newly elected student rep-
resentatives at the regular 
board meeting October 3.

In May, the JPS School 
Board adopted a policy that 
allows students to serve as 
representatives to the board. 
Each high school elected a 
student to represent them on 
the board. Each board mem-
ber will serve as a mentor to 
the student representative in 
their ward.

The student representa-
tives for the 2017-2018 
school year are:
• Dante Moore, Callaway 

High
• Jonathan Jasper, Forest Hill 

High
• Jessica Leggett, Jim Hill 

High
• Blair Lee, Lanier High
• A’Maya Jones, Murrah 

High

• Yasmine McDuffy, Provine 
High

• Shamia Thompson, Wing-
fi eld High
The eligibility require-

ments for student representa-
tives include the following:
• Each student must be cho-

sen by the student body 
during student government 

elections for a one-year 
term.

• He or she must be entering 
their junior or senior year.

• The scholar must exhibit 
characteristics of good 
citizenship.

• And the student must main-
tain a 95 percent atten-
dance rate in school and a 

GPA of 2.5.
The student representative 

from each school will serve 
as an adviser to the board. 
They will also provide a 
communication link with the 
student body. Through their 
participation, they will re-
ceive practical experience in 
government operations.

In celebration of Brown 
Bottling Group’s 30-year 
partnership with Walton El-
ementary, the company do-
nated $1,000 to the school. 
The check presentation was 
made September 20, during 
a special assembly in the 
gym. Brown Bottling also 
gave each fi rst grader a copy 
of the book, “Pete the Cat.”

Shelly Brown Floyd is 
the third generation of the 
Brown family to represent 
the company. She serves as 
chief marketing offi cer and 
took part in the presentation 
at Walton.

“My grandfather, Ken 
Brown, and my father, Bill 
Brown, have always stressed 
the importance of giving 
back to the communities 
we serve,” said Floyd. “Our 
adopt-a-school partnerships 
allow us to positively impact 
students in Jackson Public 
Schools. Working with these 
bright and engaging young 

minds is always the highlight 
of our day.”

Walton Principal Mathis 
Sheriff accepted the dona-
tion on behalf of the school.

“Walton is extremely 
grateful for our partnership 
with Mountain Dew/Brown 
Bottling,” said Sheriff. 

“Their staff works closely 
with our teachers and stu-
dents in developing mean-
ingful academic activities 
throughout the school year.”

Headquartered in Ridge-
land, Miss., Brown Bottling 
Group employs more than 
400 Mississippians. The 

company has a strong com-
mitment to these team mem-
bers and the communities it 
serves.

Through adopt-a-school 
partnerships, it aims to im-
prove the environments of 
children in its areas of out-
reach.

Three JPS high schools are par-
ticipating in a program geared to-
ward reducing and eliminating gun 
violence. Forest Hill, Provine and 
Wingfi eld High Schools received 
$1,000 each.

Sandy Hook Promise received 
a $57,000 grant from The Allstate 
Foundation. The funds will be used 
for violence prevention programs 
in 15 Mississippi high schools.

The Allstate Foundation and 
Sandy Hook Promise kicked off 
their partnership with a Know 
The Signs Workshop. The Jack-
son workshop was held October 
4. Club advisors and student lead-
ers attended a day of training on 

the program. They will use what 
they’ve learned to hold effective 
violence prevention programs 
at their schools. Representatives 
from the Allstate Foundation and 
Sandy Hook Promise presented at 
the workshop.

Students Against Violence Ev-
erywhere (SAVE) Promise Clubs 
are led by students for students. 
Club members lead in planning 
and executing youth safety cam-
paigns for their peers.

SAVE Promise Clubs in Mis-
sissippi engage thousands of stu-
dents through their activities. 
They received educational mate-
rials, training and other supports 
through this partnership.

Kristy Johnson, Miss Black 
Mississippi USA, received the 
national Community Ambassa-
dor Award. The award was pre-
sented at the national Miss Black 
USA Pageant held this summer in 
Washington D.C.

Johnson carried her platform, 
“Be Empowered,” to engagements 
across the state. She participated 
in countless hours of appearances, 
speaking engagements, and fun-
draisers. She describes “Be Em-
powered” as a cure for the nega-
tivity in the media and a program 
that builds effective leaders in 
communities.

During her reign before nation-
als, Johnson held a Cupcakes and 
Conversations Tour as well as 
Queens Night Out professional 
women’s empowerment events. 
She also spoke on the steps of the 
Mississippi State Capitol during 
the Women’s March in January 
2017. There, she welcomed guests 
to the Jimmy Travis Civil Rights 
Legacy Symposium. These are a 
few of her more renowned oppor-
tunities.

She completed her reign with a 
total of 100 stops. When her reign 
ended October 21, she crowned 
the next Miss Black Mississippi 
USA in Grenada, Miss.

Johnson used her talents, plat-
form and crown as a megaphone 
to empower women in the state.

At nationals, Johnson was one 
of 26 other contestants to compete 
for the opportunity to represent 
Miss Black USA.

“This opportunity meant the 
world to me,” said Johnson. “I can 
recall the years of hosting watch 
parties as other young women rep-
resented the state of Mississippi. I 
hoped that this opportunity would 
be presented to me one day. When 
I was given the opportunity, in 
God’s timing, I took the crown 
and allowed the vision to pro-
ceed.”

Johnson’s tenacious and humble 
spirit allowed her to not only com-
pete with a group of charismatic 
and world-changing young wom-
en but to bring home the Commu-
nity Ambassador Award.

Since its inception in 1987, 
Miss Black Mississippi USA has 
offered over $50,000 in scholar-
ships and prizes.

Kristy Johnson is a 2009 gradu-
ate of Jim Hill High School and 
alumna of Jackson State Univer-
sity.

The JPS Board of Trustees and Interim Superintendent Freddrick Murray present the 2017-2018 stu-
dent representatives with certifi cates of recognition at the regular board meeting October 3.

Shelley Brown Floyd and Marilyn Williams of Brown Bottling Group present Principal Mathis Sheriff 
and students at Walton Elementary with a $1,000 donation and books to read.

JPS schools receive grant 
for youth safety campaigns

JPS alum wins Miss 
Black USA Community 
Ambassador Award
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Tougaloo College will begin 
celebrating its 150th Anniver-
sary with a two-year long criti-
cal examination of social justice 
and racial equity conversations 
in the 21st century on Oct. 23.

The inaugural conversation, 
“Social Justice in the 21st Cen-
tury, Myth or Reality?,” will be 
discussed during a Presidential 
Lecture Thursday, October 26 
at 6 p.m. in historic Woodworth 
Chapel at Tougaloo College. 
The guest lecturer will be re-
nowned author and Mississippi 
native, Eddie S. Glaude Jr., who 
speaks to the black and blue in 
America.

Glaude is professor of Re-
ligion and African American 
Studies at Princeton Univer-
sity, social advocate, columnist 
for Time Magazine and televi-
sion commentator for MSNBC 
news programs, like Democ-
racy Now, Morning Joe and the 
11th Hour.

“Tougaloo College is sacred 
towards the ongoing equality 
challenges African Americans 
face,” Congressman Bennie G. 
Thompson said. “There is no 
better place to have a robust 
discussion from people with 
lived experiences of racial dis-
crimination than Tougaloo. 
The institution remains a pillar 
at facing adversity, and I look 
forward to the discussion. I am 
pleased to know that my alma 
mater is continuing its work 
championing for all people.”

Tougaloo College President 
Beverly Wade Hogan said, 
“Tougaloo College has made 
social justice one of its prevail-
ing cornerstones throughout its 
148 years. As we move toward 
our Sesquicentennial Anniver-
sary in 2019, our stance and 
conversations on social jus-
tice and racial equity are still 
relevant to the realities of the 
twenty-fi rst century, and will 
be examined through our Presi-
dential Lecture Series.”

“It is time to deepen the con-
versations and reset our think-
ing to focus on creating a more 
just and inclusive world for all 
human kind. Our colleges and 
universities are places that cre-
ate the future,” continued Ho-
gan.

These discussions will in-
clude a series of town halls, 
seminars, symposiums, lec-
tures, and convocations and 
will be inclusive, crossing ra-
cial/ethnic, social, gender, age, 
educational, religious, profes-

sional and demographic lines. 
They will be open to the public 
and lead by foremost scholars 
on the topics at hand.

“A major aim of these exami-
nations and conversations will 
be to connect people to issues in 
ways that will promote greater 
understanding and acceptance 
of differences that lead to racial 
and social transformation. The 
context of these discussions 
will be through the lens of the 
College’s historical and cul-
tural legacy, but will also hold 
relevance and importance to di-
verse audiences,” said Delores 
Bolden Stamps, vice president 
of Institutional Advancement at 
Tougaloo College. 

This event is free to the pub-
lic. For more information, call 
(601) 977-7870. 

Glaude is the William S. Tod 
Professor of Religion and Afri-
can American Studies at Princ-
eton University and chair of the 
Department of African Ameri-
can Studies, a program he fi rst 
became involved with shaping 
as a doctoral candidate in Re-
ligion at Princeton. He holds 
a master’s degree in African 
American Studies from Temple 
University, and a Ph.D. degree 
in Religion from Princeton 
University. He began his teach-
ing career at Bowdoin College. 
He has been a visiting scholar at 
Amherst College and Harvard.

In 2011, he delivered Har-
vard’s W. E.B. Du Bois Lec-
tures. In 2015, he was awarded 
an honorary doctorate from 
Colgate University.

His most well-known books, 
Democracy in Black: How 
Race Still Enslaves the Ameri-
can Soul, and In A Shade of 
Blue: Pragmatism and the Poli-
tics of Black America, take a 
wide look at black communities 
and reveal complexities, vul-
nerabilities and opportunities 
for hope.

Glaude is a Moss Point, Miss. 
native.

Front Row, from left, Tiara Garcia-Martinez, Deborah Carter, Connor Evans, Chelsea King, McKyntra Thomas and Linda Posey; back row, from left, James Roddy, Monesa Watts, LaToya Gusta, Vanessa Shiers, Geof-
frey Horne, Alisa Hughes, James Jones IV, London Duke, Forrest James, Sara Harrison, Angela Griffen, Ayana Lipsey, Beverly Trimble, Carla Causey, and Lauren Powers PHOTO BY HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE/APRIL GARON

Tougaloo lecture 
series to focus
on social justice and 
racial equity
The Mississippi Link Newswire

“It’s really beyond cool!”
About 75 high school juniors 

and seniors from Rankin Coun-
ty had much the same reaction 
throughout Honors Day, held 
Oct. 20 at Hinds Community 
College Rankin Campus. The 
event showcased the Honors pro-
gram and areas of study typically 
needed to pursue advanced de-
grees in math and science.

Justice Stewart, of Brandon 
High School, played a vital role 
in a demonstration by physics 
instructor Carl DeWitt. In it, stu-
dents took turns pumping air into 
a bazooka made of PVC, then 
shot a projectile made of gum-
balls taped together.

“It’s all really just cool,” Stew-
art said after her work to pump 
the device provided the proper 
air pressure to make it work. “I’m 
interested in science and animals, 
possibly zoology,” Stewart said.

DeWitt said the lesson shows 
work can be measured in terms 
of energy once certain formu-
las were applied. “Work equals 
change in energy,” he said. “We 
can measure the amount of work 
you did and put a number to it.”

In another room, prospective 
students to the Rankin Campus 
got to hold fi re in their hands, lit-
erally, with chemistry instructor 
Amanda Blair as a moderator of 
sorts. Methane gas was pumped 
into dish soap, where students 
then took turns igniting the suds 
with a match. The bubbles burst 
into an impressive but manage-
able fi reball in the air.

Jason Lin, of Brandon High 
School, and Charlie Hillman, of 
Richland High School, got quite 
the jolt from Blair’s experiment. 
“Strike it, light it,” Blair told 
them. “You can actually hold fi re 
and water in your hands without 
getting burned.”

Students also toured the Hon-
ors Center lounge area in the 
George Wynne Building, as well 
as the most important details of 
the Honors program from coordi-
nator Joy Rhoads.

To qualify for the Honors pro-
gram, entering freshman must 
have a high school GPA of 3.5 or 
a 25 on the ACT college entrance 
exam – but not both.

Rhoads emphasized the pro-
gram’s ability to bring learning 
to life outside the classroom, 
particularly trips to England and 
Costa Rica where students earn 
between three and seven hours of 
college credit.

“It’s a great opportunity for stu-
dents to learn outside the class-
room,” she said. “Sometimes, 
you remember more about those 
activities and lessons where you 
actually get your hands dirty.”

Many students who qualify for 

the Hinds Honors program will 
also earn the grades to become 
members of the Phi Theta Kappa 
honor society for two-year col-
lege students. Those students are 
eligible for high-dollar transfer 
scholarships to the state’s four-
year public and private universi-
ties.

Both featured instructors 
pointed out the Honors program 
isn’t the only draw to Hinds.

“We have smaller classes and 
we care about you,” Blair said. 
“We want you to visit us in our 
offi ces and ask questions. It’s a 
great foundation.”

DeWitt reminded students 
hands-on physical science is the 

best way to get into most science, 
technology, engineering and 
math careers.

“Any kind of engineering fi eld 
you go into, you’ll have to take 
physics,” DeWitt said.

The same goes for those plan-
ning on taking core courses at 
Hinds on their way to healthcare 
jobs as well.

“I’ve liked and enjoyed the 
open house event,” said Kim-
berly Mills, a senior at Brandon 
High School. “I plan on going 
into chemistry, then trying to be 
a surgeon.”

Hinds Community College, 
celebrating its 100th year of 
Community Inspired Service in 

2017, is a comprehensive insti-
tution with six convenient loca-
tions in the central Mississippi 
area. Hinds opened in September 
1917 fi rst as an agricultural high 
school and admitted college stu-
dents for the fi rst time in 1922, 
with the fi rst class graduating 
in 1927. Today, Hinds stands as 
the largest community college 
in Mississippi and offers quality, 
affordable educational opportu-
nities with academic programs 
of study leading to seamless uni-
versity transfer and career and 
technical programs teaching job-
ready skills.

To learn more, visit www.hind-
scc.edu or call 1.800.HindsCC.

Honors and science classes at Hinds 
CC Rankin wow high school students
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Hinds Community College recognizes achivers in MI Best Program

Glaude



UTICA – Hinds Community 
College Utica Campus sophomore 
Jeffery Fairley of Jackson knows 
fi rsthand that hard work and de-
termination truly pay off on the 
highest level. Fairley was selected 
one of 50 students nationwide to 
receive All-Star status and served 
as an ambassador for the White 
House Initiative on Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCU).

The Annual White House Sum-
mit was held Sept. 17-19 at the 
White House. The goal of the event 
was to give HBCU presidents and 
senior administrators the opportu-
nity to engage with federal offi cials 
and representatives in order to meet 
challenges in higher education.

The summit served as an op-
portunity for HBCU staff and 
students as well as government of-
fi cials to create a forum to discuss 
the priorities laid out in the Execu-
tive Order to Promote Excellence 
and Innovation at HBCUs, to dis-
cuss the most pressing policy and 
educational issues and to dialogue 
about the future of HBCUs.

The event also served as an 
opportunity to acknowledge the 
2017 HBCU All-Stars, a group of 
distinguished undergraduate and 
graduate students who achieve 
great accomplishments in scholar-
ship, leadership and civil engage-
ment.

“I like that this program high-
lights the positive side of HB-
CUs,” Fairly said. “I want to do 

my part in boosting enrollment, 
and possibly funding, for the col-
lege. This program is a great start 
to achieve that goal.”

The program provides an op-
portunity to participate in regional 
and national events, along with 
web chats with initiative staff and 
other professionals from a wide 
range of disciplines that support a 
spirit of engagement and personal 
and professional development.

Fairley’s appointment will last 
one year and his primary role will 
be to provide outreach opportuni-

ties and communications to fellow 
students about the value of edu-
cation and the initiative as a net-
working resource through social 
media, personal and professional 
relationships with community-
based organizations.

Hinds Community College is 
celebrating its 100th year of Com-
munity Inspired Service in 2017. 
Hinds opened in September 1917 
fi rst as an agricultural high school 
and admitted college students for 
the fi rst time in 1922, with the fi rst 
class graduating in 1927. In 1982 

Hinds Junior College and Utica 
Junior College merged, creating 
the Hinds Community College Dis-
trict. Today, as Mississippi’s largest 
community college, Hinds Com-
munity College is a comprehensive 
institution with six locations. Hinds 
offers quality, affordable educa-
tional opportunities with academic 
programs of study leading to seam-
less university transfer and career 
and technical programs teaching 
job-ready skills. To learn more, vis-
it www.hindscc.edu or call 1.800.
HindsCC.
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The Board of Trustees of State 
Institutions of Higher Learning 
named Jerryl Briggs president 
of Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity at its meeting held today 
in Jackson. Briggs has served as 
acting president of the univer-
sity since June 15. He previously 
served as executive vice presi-
dent and chief operating offi cer.

“Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity is on an upward trajec-
tory,” said Trustee Shane Hooper, 
chair of the Mississippi Valley 
State University Board Search 
Committee. “Dr. Briggs has 
played an integral role in creating 
this momentum on campus and 
we have full confi dence that, un-
der his leadership, this will con-
tinue.”

This campus is on a good tra-
jectory. Enrollment is solid. From 
fall 2013 to fall 2016, MVSU has 
seen an increase in enrollment 
each year for a total change of 
11.4 percent.

The university is in good fi -
nancial shape. In the past four 
years, the university’s cash posi-
tion has improved by 47 percent. 
The days of cash on hand have 
improved by 65 percent, from 63 
days of cash on hand to 105 days.

“Throughout the listening ses-
sions held last week, we heard the 
Valley community say that the 
university’s next president should 
be someone with vision who will 
bring stability to the offi ce and 
build on the current success,” 
said Hooper. “Dr. Briggs clearly 
has a commitment to the history, 
legacy, culture and mission of the 
university, as well as a vision for 
the future.”

As executive vice president 
and CEO, Briggs served as the 
ranking vice president with direct 
oversight for the operational well-
being of the university, assessing 
the university’s needs through 
formal structures and constant 
contact and involvement with all 
constituents of the university.

“It is indeed an honor and 
blessing to be named the 8th 

president of Mississippi Valley 
State University,” said Briggs. 
“I would like to thank search 
committee chair, trustee Shane 
Hooper and the entire IHL Board 
for having the confi dence in me 
to lead Valley. I would also like to 
thank our Valley family for their 
support and encouragement, and 
we will surely continue to keep 
‘Valley In Motion.’”

While at Mississippi Valley, 
Briggs has helped to reestablish 
the University College model 
which led to successfully improv-
ing the university’s retention rate 
by 10 percent for fall 2014 and 
12 percent for fall 2015, worked 
collectively with MVSU staff to 
increase overall university enroll-
ment that resulted in more than a 
200 percent increase in dual en-
rollment students for fall 2016 
and an overall 11.4 percent with-
in the last three years. He also 
managed a $17 million capital 
improvement project for the uni-
versity’s athletic complex, with 
additional planning underway for 
renovations to residence halls and 
other campus buildings.

“Dr. Briggs has demonstrated 

exceptional leadership skills as 
acting president and executive 
vice president at Mississippi Val-
ley State University,” said Glenn 
Boyce, commissioner of Higher 
Education. “Having honed these 
skills over many years in higher 
education, he has developed a stu-
dent-centered approach that puts 
a laser focus on enabling student 
success. His experience and skill 
set, coupled with an understand-
ing of the university and the Delta 
gained since coming to the uni-
versity, make him ideally suited 
to lead the university into its next 
chapter.”

Briggs has more than 25 years 
of professional experience in 
higher education administration. 
Before joining Mississippi Valley 
State University, he served as vice 
president for student affairs and 
enrollment management at Cen-
tral State University in Ohio. Pri-
or to Central State University he 
has held various positions within 
higher education administration, 
including serving for ten years 
at Lincoln University (PA) as 
vice president for student affairs 
and enrollment management, and 

dean of students. He has also held 
positions at Clark Atlanta Uni-
versity, the College of William 
and Mary, Georgia Institute of 
Technology, and the University of 
Illinois-Urbana/Champaign.

“Dr. Briggs has been an impor-
tant part of the progress made at 
Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity in recent years,” said John 
Johnson, president of the MVSU 
National Alumni Association. 
“This announcement comes at a 
good time with so many alumni 
on campus as we celebrate the 
35th Annual National Alumni 
Summit. Dr. Briggs is an excep-
tional leader who will be able 
to build on the progress made 
without missing a beat. He under-
stands the campus, the students 
and the Delta. I look forward to 
working with him in this new 
role.”

Briggs earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree in chemistry edu-
cation from Xavier University 
of Louisiana, his Master of Arts 
degree in human relations and 
supervision from Louisiana Tech 
University, and both an Educa-
tional Specialist degree in higher 
education administration and 
doctorate in educational policy, 
planning and leadership from the 
College of William and Mary in 
Williamsburg, Va. He also com-
pleted Harvard University’s Insti-
tute for educational management 
program.

The Mississippi Board of 
Trustees of State Institutions of 
Higher Learning governs the 
public universities in Mississip-
pi, including Alcorn State Uni-
versity; Delta State University; 
Jackson State University; Missis-
sippi State University including 
the Mississippi State University 
Division of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Veterinary Medicine; Mis-
sissippi University for Women; 
Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity; the University of Missis-
sippi including the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center; and 
the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi.

Briggs named president of 
Mississippi Valley State University

Hinds CC Utica student named to 
2017 HBCU All-Stars for second year

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Northside Elementary 
sees success with 
intervention program

USM partners with 
universities on 
Advanced Economic 
Development Program

Students in the intervention program at Northside Elemen-
tary in Clinton are growing academically and exceeding 
goals.

“We are currently serving 119 students through interven-
tions,” said Northside Principal Mandy Ambrose. “More than 
85 percent of students being served in intervention scored at 
or above a level 3 on the third grade MAAP (state) test.”

The intervention program is designed to help struggling 
students by providing more intense instruction and one-on-
one help.

Ambrose said that school-wide, the average growth for 
intervention students on the STAR reading test for just the 
fi rst nine weeks equates to nine months of growth. Last year, 
Northside served 175 students in the intervention program 
– 98 in second grade and 77 in third grade. Of those, 78 per-
cent needed intervention in reading, 9 percent needed inter-
vention in math, and 13 percent needed intervention in both 
reading and math.

“My fi rst step in helping my intervention students is to 
identify their areas of weakness,” said Northside interven-
tion teacher Rebecca Sullivan. “The majority of my students 
need help with basic foundational skills so I teach phonics 
every day.”

This covers basic word decoding skills such as short vow-
els, blends, diagraphs and vowel teams. Sullivan said one of 
her third-graders has already shown tremendous growth this 
year, starting out at reading 64 words per minute and within 
fi ve weeks of intervention, reading 98 words per minute.

“The fall semester reading goal for a third grader is 110 
words per minute,” Sullivan said.

The same student has also grown in her reading level, from 
1.9 at the start of the year to 3.0 within fi ve weeks.

“This particular third-grader is a very hard worker,” Sul-
livan said. “She stays positive and keeps a smile on her face. 
She has developed a love for reading and truly wants to suc-
ceed.”

Sullivan said her overall goal is to close the achievement 
gap at Northside, and to see her intervention students per-
form well enough to return to their regular classroom setting.

“As a third-grade Language Arts teacher, I have witnessed 
fi rsthand how intervention has been an integral part of our 
students’ success on the MAP test,” said Heather Boelke. 
“Intervention equips students with tools to be successful in 
the classroom, which results in an increase in their confi -
dence.”

Boelke said one success story is a student who entered 
third grade reading below grade level. The student had not 
mastered skills from previous years.

“Through work with an interventionist in the early weeks 
of the school year, this student was able to close some of 
those gaps,” she said. “I began to notice an increase in the 
student’s confi dence, which made a huge impact on test per-
formance. I am incredibly grateful for the intervention team 
and their support.”

The University of Southern Mississippi is partnering with 
three other major universities on a unique initiative designed 
to benefi t mid-level to senior level economic development 
practitioners.

USM has joined forces with The University of Alabama, 
Clemson University and Texas Christian University (TCU) 
to provide the Advanced Economic Development Leader-
ship Program. Developed as an advanced training course, the 
program is the fi rst of its kind to be offered in this industry.

“Southern Miss has an impressive legacy in creating ini-
tiatives and academic programs for economic development,” 
said Faye Gilbert, dean of the USM College of Business. 
“Over time, the faculty here have also infused the Master’s 
program with projects, relevant technology, and close con-
nections with professionals in the fi eld. I am excited that we 
are part of this partnership.”

For Southern Miss, Bill Smith, emeritus faculty member, 
has been the chief liaison with the other universities to cre-
ate this partnership and opportunity for the professionals in 
this fi eld.

The curriculum is designed, collaboratively, by all four 
universities. Key subjects of personal/professional leader-
ship innovation, organizational skills, project/RFP manage-
ment, business development, global challenges, technology/
data, talent, workforce pipeline and community enhance-
ment strategies will focus on contemporary applied learning. 
The key subjects are important for working professionals in 
economic development.

The fi rst session will be held on the campus of TCU, Feb-
ruary 5-9, 2018. The second session will be held at Big Ce-
dar Lodge in Missouri, August 13-17, 2018. Although just 
launched, the program is already half-full of participants.

Designed for 40 participants, the pedagogy emphasizes 
projects, exercises and facilitated electronic interactions. 
The program’s faculty will include seasoned economic de-
velopers, veteran site consultants, subject experts and uni-
versity faculty.

For more information about the program, visit: https://ad-
vancedeconomicdevelopmentleadership.com/

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Briggs

Jeffery Fairley was one of 50 students nationwide selected to be a 2017 HBCU All-Star and will serve a one year term 
as ambassador for the White House Initiative on Historically Black College and Universities. Fairley is a biology pre-
med major at Hinds Community College’s Utica Campus.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Mississippi State Hospital 
recently honored employees 
with October anniversary dates 
for their years of service. Dolly 
Hawkins of Canton was recog-
nized for providing 20 years of 
service to the hospital.

Hawkins is a vocational train-
ing instructor in the Human Re-
sources Department.

Service Awards are given to 
employees in the month of their 
date of hire, beginning with one 
year and followed by every fi fth 
anniversary year.

Employees receive a certifi -
cate of appreciation and a ser-
vice award pin.

The program is sponsored 
by Friends of Mississippi State 
Hospital, Inc.

Mississippi State Hospital re-
cently honored employees with 
October anniversary dates for 
their years of service. Jackie 
Martin Wilson of Jackson was 
recognized for providing 25 
years of service to the hospital.

Wilson, a Carrollton native, is 
a recreation specialist in Contin-
ued Treatment Services.

Service Awards are given to 
employees in the month of their 
date of hire, beginning with one 
year and followed by every fi fth 
anniversary year.

Employees receive a certifi -
cate of appreciation and a service 
award pin.

The program is sponsored by 
Friends of Mississippi State Hos-
pital, Inc.

Halloween is creeping up on 
us. The rush is on to fi nd the 
perfect pumpkin, the spooki-
est costume and the best candy 
for trick-or-treaters. However, 
along with all this excitement 
comes potential fi re hazards 
related to seasonal decor and 
costumes.

Fortunately, fi re risks can be 
avoided by following the Na-
tional Fire Protection Asso-
ciation’s (NFPA) Halloween 
safety precautions.

“Halloween brings out cre-
ativity in people of all ages. 
Children enjoy dressing up 
and going door-to-door col-
lecting candy, and adults go 
all out decorating their homes 
with spooky accents,” said 
Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s vice 
president of Outreach and 
Advocacy. “The festivities, 
however, can be dampened if 
the proper safety measures are 
not put in place ahead of time 
and while out canvassing the 
neighborhood for treats.”

From 2011-2015, U.S. fi re 
departments responded to 
an estimated average of 840 
home structure fi res per year 
that began with decorations. 
These fi res caused an average 
of two civilian deaths, 36 ci-
vilian injuries, and $11.4 mil-

lion in direct property dam-
age, per year. Fire can start 
when candles are too close 
to decorations or when long, 
trailing costumes come into 
contact with candles.

To safely enjoy the Hallow-
een holiday, NFPA has cre-
ated a Halloween safety video 
that emphasizes preparedness 
and the importance of fl ame-
resistant costumes and deco-
rations. 

NFPA also offers parents 
and teachers tip sheets, kids’ 
activities, a pumpkin-carv-
ing template and more at the 
Sparky the Fire Dog® web-
site. NFPA’s simple Hallow-
een fi re safety tip graphic is 
also great for sharing on social 
media so that people can enjoy 
a spooky and safe Halloween.

To ensure that your loved 
ones and home are free of fi re 
this Halloween season, follow 
these safety guidelines:

Candles
Refrain from having an 

open fl ame.

Use battery-operated can-
dles or glow-sticks in your 
jack-o-lanterns.

Costumes
Choose the right costume. 

Try to stay away from long 
or fl owing fabric, and remain 
vigilant of extraneous cos-
tume pieces.

Decorations
Avoid fl ammable decora-

tions including dried fl owers, 
cornstalks and crepe paper 
that are highly fl ammable.

Keep decorations away 
from open fl ames and other 
heat sources, including light 
bulbs and heaters.

Exits
Remember to keep all deco-

rations away from doors so 
that they are not blocking any 
exits or escape routes.

Smoke Alarms
Make sure all of your smoke 

alarms are working and up to 
date.

Visibility
Provide fl ashlights to chil-

dren or have children carry 

glow sticks as part of their 
costumes.

Make sure if a child is wear-
ing a mask that the eye holes 
are large enough so he or she 
can see out of them.

About the National Fire 
Protection Association 
(NFPA)

Founded in 1896, NFPA is a 
global, nonprofi t organization 
devoted to eliminating death, 
injury, property and economic 
loss due to fi re, electrical and 
related hazards. The asso-
ciation delivers information 
and knowledge through more 
than 300 consensus codes and 
standards, research, training, 
education, outreach and advo-
cacy; and by partnering with 
others who share an interest in 
furthering the NFPA mission.

For more information, vis-
it www.nfpa.org. All NFPA 
codes and standards can be 
viewed online for free at www.
nfpa.org/freeaccess.

Number of jobs increases 
and unemployment rate fell. 
This is the latest information 
announced recently by the Mis-
sissippi Department of Em-
ployment Security.

The number of non-farm 
jobs in Mississippi increased 
by 1,400 in September to 
1,153,500. The job numbers in 
July and September 2017 were 
the highest since May 2008.

Over the year since Septem-

ber 2016, the number of jobs in 
our state increased by 6,500.  

These numbers are based on 
a survey of employers. That 
employer survey is recognized 
as the most reliable indicator of 
job growth.

At the same time, Missis-
sippi’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate fell to 5.2 
percent in September, which is 
one-tenth of a percentage point 
lower than a month earlier in 
August and half of a percentage 

point lower than a year ago in 
September 2016, when the rate 
was 5.7 percent.

The Labor Force, which is 
made up of everyone who has 
a job or is looking for a job, de-
creased in September by 4,800 
to 1,278,200. Over the year 
since September 2016, the La-
bor Force fell by 3,600.

The number of people work-
ing in Mississippi decreased 
in September by 2,500 to 
1,212,200. However, for the 

year since September 2016, 
employment in our state in-
creased by 3,900.

The number of unemployed 
Mississippians fell by 2,300 in 
September to 66,000. Over the 
year since September 2016, the 
number of Mississippians with-
out jobs decreased by 7,500.

For details or questions on 
this information, please con-
tact Mary Willoughby at (601) 
321-6260 or by email at: mwil-
loughby@mdes.ms.gov. 

Hawkins
20 years of service

Wilson 
25 years of service

Mississippi State Hospital 

October honorees:
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National Fire Protection Association
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Stay safe this Halloween 
with NFPA’s fi re safety tips

Mississippi’s employment situation

The smartest Halloween 
goblins go trick-or-treating 
with safety foremost in mind.  
Research has found a child is 
more likely to be hit by a car 
on Halloween than on any 
other day of the year. Injuries 
from falls are also common.

Paramedics at AMR give 
these 13 Halloween safety tips 
to make sure this year’s trick-
or-treating is scary and fun, 
not scary and dangerous.

Be sure an adult stays with 
the children at all times. Do 
not let the group split up.

Decide on a defi nite route 
and timetable before leaving 
your house. Finish your trip 
before dark.

Costumes should be bright-
ly-colored and refl ect light. 
Stripe refl ective tape across 
the front and back and on the 

shoes.
Be certain the children can 

see where they’re going. Use 
make-up on the kids’ faces, 
not masks. Masks are hard 
to see and breathe through. 
Avoid hats, helmets, wigs and 
beards.

Costumes should fi t well; 
not so loose as to trip over or 
snag on things. Wear fl at shoes 
with closed toes that are the 
right size for the child. Avoid 
over-sized shoes such as a 
clown would wear.

Costumes must be fl ame-
retardant all over, including 
capes.

Carry fl ashlights, never can-
dles or torches. Trick-or-treat 
only in well-lighted areas.

Keep at least one of each 
child’s hands free. Instead of 
letting a child carry a candy 
bag by hand, add a strap to 

the bag and drape the bag over 
the child’s shoulder. Be sure 
the bag doesn’t drag on the 
ground. Do not wear monster 
gloves.

Approach only those houses 
with outside lights on.

Stay on sidewalks, walk fac-
ing traffi c, cross streets only at 
intersections, don’t run across 
lawns and don’t jump ditches.

Do not eat any treats until 
the group returns home and an 
adult examines each bag. Eat 
nothing that is even slightly 
suspicious.

Look for items that appear 
to have been unwrapped and 
then re-wrapped.

Dress warmly, stay alert and 
keep handy a small fi rst aid kit 
for scraped knees and other 
little injuries. If a serious in-
jury happens, dial 911 imme-
diately.

Consider a Halloween par-
ty at home or attend a local 
well-planned haunted house, 
instead of taking risks with 
door-to-door trick-or-treating.

AMR says, “Boo!” to you, 
too! Serving 18 Mississippi 
counties, the AMR family of 
companies is the state’s busi-
est ambulance service.

About American Medical 
Response

American Medical Re-
sponse, Inc. (www.amr.net), 
America’s leading provider 
of medical transportation, 
provides services in 36 states 
and the District of Columbia. 
More than 20,000 AMR para-
medics, EMTs, RNs and other 
professionals work together to 
transport more than three mil-
lion patients nationwide each 
year in critical, emergency and 
non-emergency situations.

13 Halloween safety 
tips from AMR medics

American Medical Response
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Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org
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As part of 
my vacation in 
California a few 
years ago, one of 
my cousins who 
lived about two 
hours away from 

California agreed to take me and 
my sister shopping in Los An-
geles. Having lived in southern 
California for a few years but 
still not used to the traffi c, my 
sister was hoping that we could 
all ride in my cousin’s car. How-
ever, there was no room in her 
car. Thinking it might be fun, I 
volunteered to drive. I’d never 
driven in Los Angeles traffi c but 
fi gured it couldn’t be any worse 
than Dallas Fort Worth area traf-
fi c.

For a variety of reasons, driv-
ing in Los Angeles was one of 
the least favorite parts of my 
otherwise fantastic 2011 Christ-
mas vacation. I saw ”Immortal,” 
the acclaimed Michael Jackson 
Cirque Du Soleil tribute show 
and even drove 22 hours from 
Los Angeles to San Antonio, 
Texas with my sister and her 
children. Ironically, the most 
challenging part of my vacation 
was driving in Los Angeles rush 
hour traffi c. 

Before we began our trip into 
Los Angeles, I’d tried to get 
my cousin to tell us what free-
ways we’d be driving on but she 
quickly dismissed my request 
saying that it would be easy for 
us to follow her. The part of me 
that likes to have a plan for ev-
erything honestly had a hard 
time following her. Not knowing 
exactly where we were headed, 
I had to trust in my cousin and 
hope that she wouldn’t mislead 
us.

My cousin did her best to 

drive the speed limit but as we 
got closer to the city limits, she 
drove faster. Meanwhile, my sis-
ter was so nervous as I did my 
best weaving in and out of traf-
fi c keeping pace with my cousin. 
I told her that since we didn’t 
have the address for where we 
were headed, I needed to make 
sure that I didn’t lose sight of 
our cousin’s car. However, at a 
certain point, I fi nally relaxed 
and just enjoyed not having to 
focus on anything but following. 
We fi nally made it safely to our 
destination. And I had to admit 
to my cousin that she was right.

From this experience, I 
learned that we still have to trust 
God especially when we may 
not know all of God’s plan or 
even be able to see what’s ahead. 
Joshua 6 describes how this hap-
pened with Joshua and the de-
struction of Jericho. Joshua fi rst 
got the word from God in verses 
2-3 what needed to happen. He 
then told the people of the Lord’s 
command in verses 6-7 to si-
lently walk around the walls of 
the city of Jericho for six days. 
Hebrews 11: 30 says that it was 
faith that ultimately made the 
walls come down.

Similarly, we have to learn to 
faithfully follow God and his 
plan for our lives. Even when 
we can’t see the plan, we have 
to trust God’s heart. More im-
portantly, we have to recognize 
those he puts in our lives to pro-
vide Godly guidance.

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas, 
Texas based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book of 
Prayers for Writers.” Email her 
at preservedbypurpose@gmail.
com or follow her on Twitter @
shewanda.

Following 
in faith

One of the 
greatest mis-
takes we can 
make in this life 
is that of seek-
ing only earthly 
treasures and 

failing to recognize our obli-
gations toward God.

Dear friends, salvation is not 
an option or a matter of choice, 
but it is an obligation. The 
wise man said in his delibera-
tion in Ecclesiastes 12:13, “Let 
us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter: Fear God, and 
keep His commandments: for 
this is the whole duty of man.”

This was not meant to be re-
stricted in its interpretation to 
the people of yesteryears, but 
it was meant to be understood 
as God’s plan for everyone. 
Fearing God and keeping His 
commandments is our duty in 
this life.

Jesus went on to illustrate 
the dangers of one devoting 
his efforts in this life merely 
to amass earthly riches or to 

be successful in terms of ma-
terial things. He said in Luke 
12:16-19, “The ground of a 
certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully: And he thought 
within himself, saying, what 
shall I do, because I have no 
room where to bestow my 
fruits? And he said, this will I 
do: I will pull down my barns, 
and build greater; and there 
will I bestow all my fruits and 
my goods. And I will say to 
my soul, soul, thou has much 
goods laid up for many years; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and 
be merry.”

A certain man planted a 
great crop, and he had such 
a tremendous harvest that he 
ran out of room to store his 
goods. Notice that this man 
began to think only in terms 
of this physical life. In es-
sence, he queried within him-
self, “What am I going to do? 
I have all these goods and 
no place to bestow them.” 
He planned to tear down his 
barns and build greater ones. 
In so many words, he went on 
to say, “When I have fi nally 

achieved this end, I will say to 
my soul, ‘soul, you have much 
goods laid up for many years; 
take your ease, enjoy life, eat, 
drink, and be merry.’” He was 
planning to enjoy the labors of 
his hands, and at that very mo-
ment, God came on the scene. 
“Thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those things be?”

This is a good question for 
us to ask ourselves. All the 
things that we are sacrifi c-
ing our lives for and all the 
things that are causing us to 
run the risk of losing our soul, 
whose shall they be? We each 
are faced with the possibility 
of life being suddenly cut off 
without a moment’s warning. 
We could be ushered to the 
shore of a long eternity, unpre-
pared to meet God.

Despite all the knowledge 
that we have achieved along 
many lines, it would appear 
that few of us have actually 
discovered that true prosper-
ity lies in serving God. There 
is no disappointment in Jesus.
There is no disappointment in 

the outcome of a life lived to 
the Glory of God.

Let’s recall the story that 
Jesus told of Lazarus and the 
rich man? They both died, 
but they were not annihilated. 
Luke 16:23 tells us, “And in 
hell he lift up his eyes, being in 
torments, and seeth Abraham 
afar off, and Lazarus in his bo-
som.” They lived beyond the 
grave. One day, we will do the 
same, and that should be the 
striving point for our future.

We are not merely creatures 
of this earth, but we are crea-
tures of two worlds: the one 
that now is and the one that 
is to come. Only God knows 
what our future will be; how-
ever, the one thing I want to as-
sure us of is that we will have a 
future beyond this present life 
that we are now living and en-
joying.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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White House 
Chief of Staff 
John Kelly ap-
peared before a 
group of reporters 
to defend Trump’s 
insensitive state-

ment to the widow of fallen sol-
dier La Davis Johnson.

Myeshia Johnson accompa-
nied by members of her family 
and Congresswoman Frederica 
Wilson were waiting to receive 
the body of her husband who had 
been killed in the line of duty in 
Niger Africa when she received 
a call from President Donald 
Trump.

In the course of the president’s 
condolences he allegedly said, 
“He knew what he signed up for 
… but when it happens, it hurts 
anyway.”

This remark apparently upset 
Johnson and she began to weep.

The phone’s speaker was on 
and the remarks were heard by 
everyone in the vehicle.

Wilson brought the matter to 
the attention of the press.

The question is, did the presi-
dent call the grieving widow to 
console her or to antagonize her? 
I’ll be the fi rst to say the presi-
dent had good intentions.

However, Trump has verbal-
ized and demonstrated that he 
is extremely insensitive to peo-
ple of color. He has demonized 
Black Lives Matter and advo-
cates them being categorized 
as a terrorist organization. He 
has referred to a young football 
player as a son-of-a-bitch. He 
has encouraged violence against 
people of color at his political 
rallies. He has categorized black 
communities as extremely dan-
gerous places to live. Wilson 
had good reason to become con-
cerned.

Additionally, Trump habitu-
ally never admits to being wrong 
and refuses to apologize for his 
transgressions. He has doubled 
down on his denial and has called 
Wilson an outright liar. Trump 
tweeted: “Democrat Congress-
woman totally fabricated what 
I said to the wife of a soldier 
who died in action (and I have 
proof),” “Sad!”   “I didn’t say 
what that congresswoman said. 
Didn’t say it at all,” Trump told 
reporters during a meeting on 
tax reform in the Cabinet Room. 
“She knows it. And she now is 
not saying it. I did not say what 
she said.”

Asked if there was a recording 
of the call, Press Secretary Sand-
ers said: “No.” As usual Trump 
is lying and bluffi ng about 
proof.  Note: Wilson is not back-
ing down on what she heard the 
president say.

White House Chief of Staff 
John Kelly says that he coached 
Trump on what to say to the wid-
ow and told him to express to her 
that her husband had acted hon-
orably in making the decision to 
accept a dangerous position as a 
soldier. Kelly clarifi ed the con-
text of that statement as well. He 
continued, “He was doing ex-
actly what he wanted to do when 
he was killed. He knew what he 
was getting into by joining that 
one percent. He knew what the 
possibilities were because we 
were at war and when he died he 
was surrounded by the best men 
on this Earth, his friends.” Kelly 
said this is what he advised the 
president to say.

Mistake! Trump’s mouth goes 
astray when he is not reading 

a prepared speech from a tele-
prompter.

The single phrase “He knew 
what he was getting into” was 
just the tip of the iceberg. The 
president could have at least 
called the name of Sgt. John-
son; he never called the widow’s 
name nor that of Sgt. La Da-
vid Johnson. His reference was 
“your guy.”

Given Trump’s stated and im-
plied attitude towards people 
of color, Wilson’s actions were 
justifi ed in calling attention to 
the insensitive statement and 
Kelly didn’t think her reasoning 
through before becoming “ap-
palled” at her actions.

While I recognize the unin-
tended error of the president, 
I do not ignore the added com-
ments by Kelly. He went well 
out of his way to demonize Wil-
son. Surely his comments were 
motivated by the president who 
didn’t have the decency to rec-
ognize his error and apologize 
to the distraught widow. Kelly’s 
words were meant to demean, 
defl ect blame and refocus this 
horrible insult. What should ap-
pall Kelly is his own weakness 
that allowed him to unfairly at-
tack Wilson in an effort to de-
fend the indefensible.

Referencing the dedication of 
the FBI building in Miramar, 
Florida in 1952 Kelly said, “A 
congresswoman stood up, and 
in a long tradition of empty 
barrels making the most noise, 
stood up there in all of that and 
talked about how she was instru-
mental in getting the funding for 
that building and how she took 
care of her constituents because 
she got the money, and she just 
called up President Obama, and 
on that phone call, he gave the 
money,” the $20 million  to build 
the building, and she sat down, 
and we were stunned,” Kelly 
said during his press conference, 
stunned! “None of us went to the 
press and criticized, none of us 
stood up appalled, we just said 
okay fi ne.”

That, coming from a four-Star 
Marine General was a deliberate, 
bold faced lie.”

The most egregious part of 
Kelly’s diatribe was his refer-
ence to Wilson as an “empty bar-
rel.”

Little does he know, Wilson is 
one of the most dynamic, dedi-
cated, committed and productive 
women in all of Florida. She rose 
from school teacher, to princi-
pal, to member of the Florida 
Legislature, to U. S. congress-
woman with a long list of ac-
complishments behind her. Most 
notable is her 5000 Role Models 
of Excellence program. “Empty 
wagon,” I don’t think so.

While Kelly was developing 
the false narrative on her brag-
ging about securing $20 mil-
lion for construction of the FBI 
building, why didn’t the narra-
tive include her many accom-
plishments? He didn’t do any re-
search, he and Trump cooked up 
that demeaning lie to besmirch 
the congresswoman, knowing 
his audience would believe it.

“I was not in Congress in 2009 
when the money for the build-
ing was secured, Wilson said. 
“So that’s a lie.” How dare he? 
However, I named the building 
at the behest of (then-FBI Direc-
tor James Comey) with the help 
of (then-House Speaker John 
Boehner), working across party 
lines. So he didn’t tell the truth.”

Every word, every inference 
of that statement by Kelly was 

a lie.
Apparently Kelly prepared the 

condolence statement for Trump 
and Trump prepared the “empty 
barrel” statement for Kelly.

This entire incident should 
give every American pause. This 
is what has happened to America 
under Trump.

This is the type of propaganda 
used by foreign agents to dis-
credit Hillary Clinton during the 
2016 presidential elections.

This narrative generated to 
discredit Wilson was not done 
by someone who attended the 
dedication ceremony.

Kelly said he attended the cer-
emony in Miami. The ceremony 
was held in Mirama, 25 miles 
northwest of Miami.

If this narrative is Kelly’s do-
ing, which I doubt it is, he should 
be stripped of his military rank 
and severely disciplined.

Lies, lies, lies from every as-
pect of Trump’s cabinet. Lies to 
discredit Barack Obama. Lies to 
silence opposition to Trump and 
his disastrous policies.

Is there no length the Trump 
administration will not go to de-
fend this vulgar, immoral, lying, 
racist, admitted sexual predator?

Shame on Donald J. Trump 
and shame on General John Kel-
ly.

Kelly can redeem himself by 
issuing an apology to Wilson. He 
claims to have been present dur-
ing the building dedication and 
knows full well he or a surrogate 
lied on the congresswoman to 
placate Trump.

In December of 2016, three 
leading professors of psychiatry 
wrote to Obama expressing their 
grave concerns over Trump’s 
mental stability:

“His widely reported symp-
toms of mental instability – in-
cluding grandiosity, impulsiv-
ity, hypersensitivity to slights 
or criticism, and an apparent 
inability to distinguish between 
fantasy and reality – lead us to 
question his fi tness for the im-
mense responsibilities of the 
offi ce,” the professors from Har-
vard Medical School and the 
University of California wrote 
to the then president, urging him 
to order a “full medical and neu-
ropsychiatric evaluation” of the 
then president-elect.

This infectious disease has 
found its way throughout the 
Trump administration. Some 
through his personal selection 
and others just fell in line out of 
fear.

This is not the America our 
founding fathers designed and 
it certainly is not the America as 
represented by the Statue of Lib-
erty standing in the New York 
harbor.

Wouldn’t it be refreshing to 
see several congressmen and 
senators get together the next 
time a similar incident arises 
and declare, Get that “son-of-a-
bitch” out of the White House. 
Get him out now! He’s fi red!

The Sun Sentinel recorded the 
dedication ceremony of the FBI 
building in 2015 and the record-
ing bears no resemblance to Kel-
ly’s description of the event.

Please take the time to view 
this recording by following the 
link http://www.sun-sentinel.
com/ loca l /b roward / f l - reg -
wilson-kelly-tape-of-speech-
20171020-story.html

After viewing the Sun Senti-
nel video, please view the video 
of John Kelly by following the 
link https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ps5ttDzWBaY

“We want 
to make sure 
we are under-
standing what 
the players are 
talking about, 
and that is 

complex.” – National Football 
League Commissioner Roger 
Goodell

When San Francisco 49ers 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick 
last year began kneeling dur-
ing the National Anthem at the 
start of games, he explained: 
“I am not going to stand up to 
show pride in a fl ag for a coun-
try that oppresses black people 
and people of color. To me, this 
is bigger than football and it 
would be selfi sh on my part to 
look the other way. There are 
bodies in the street and people 
getting paid leave and getting 
away with murder.”

Only a handful of players 
had joined his protest by the 
start of the current season, un-
til President Trump urged the 
team owners to fi re the protest-
ers. At the next game more than 
200 players sat, knelt or raised 
their fi sts in protest. Owners, 
coaches and staff joined the 
players in a demonstration of 

solidarity.
As a lifelong football fan and 

mayor of a city that hosted two 
Super Bowls during my term, 
I worked closely with the NFL 
over the years and I am keenly 
aware of the untapped capac-
ity of the league to address the 
systemic racism at the root of 
this current protest. More than 
70 percent of NFL players are 
black, yet the League has made 
no comprehensive effort to ad-
dress the reality of the com-
munities where many of their 
prime performers are raised and 
educated. There’s precious little 
examination of the process by 
which many of these players 
are forced to overcome the ra-
cial and social challenges barri-
ers that stood – and continue to 
stand – in their way.

The National Urban League 
has long urged the NFL and the 
team owners to make a serious 
effort to address the concerns 
of men and boys of color.

Following a meeting of NFL 
owners and players this week, 
Commissioner Roger Goodell 
said, “We’re not afraid of the 
tough conversations. That is 
what we are having with our 
players. Out of those discus-
sions, they understand that 
the owners and the NFL really 
do care about their issues and 

what we can do to make their 
communities better.”

San Francisco 49ers safety 
Eric Reid called the discus-
sion a great starting point, but 
he would continue to protest 
“until we get more concrete 
plans and to where I feel like I 
don’t need to protest anymore 
because the NFL is providing a 
better platform.”

Many of the players, for their 
part, are putting their commit-
ment to social justice into ac-
tion. Kaepernick has fulfi lled 
almost all of a pledge to donate 
$1 million from jersey sales to 
organizations working in op-
pressed communities. Anquan 
Boldin, whose own cousin 
was shot and killed by police, 
and Malcom Jenkins, whose 
brother struggled to rebound 
from a juvenile marijuana con-
viction, have created a players’ 
coalition of about 40 players 
who work on criminal justice 
reform issues.

The League needs to support 
and encourage this work and 
expand its scope so that it can, 
as Reid said, “provide a better 
platform.” The work of indi-
vidual players – and coalitions 
of players – is exemplary, but 
we need a concerted league-
wide effort to address issues of 
racial justice.
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Trump, Congresswoman 
Wilson, Kelly, lies and 
video tapes

NFL must “provide a better platform” 
on racism and criminal justice reform

Sen. John 
McCain is a 
patriot. Now, 
as he battles a 
brutal affl ic-
tion, he has 
earned recog-

nition as a man of honor. He 
has served his country, often at 
great sacrifi ce. And even now, 
he is using his stature to warn 
this country of a wayward 
course.

Contrary to Donald Trump, 
McCain is a true American 
hero. Shot down over North 
Vietnam in 1967, he was seri-
ously injured and captured by 
the North Vietnamese. He was 
tortured after he refused an of-
fer to be repatriated ahead of 
other captives who had been 
held longer. Instead, he stayed 
with his fellow prisoners for 
fi ve long, painful years. After 
he retired from the Navy, Mc-
Cain was elected fi rst to the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
and then to the Senate in 1987.

As a senator, he was a 
conservative who sought to 
get things done. He joined 
Democratic Sen. Russ Fein-
gold of Wisconsin to sponsor 
campaign fi nance reform. He 
pushed for  reopening diplo-
matic relations with Vietnam. 
He worked with Sen. Ted Ken-
nedy, another Democrat, on 
comprehensive immigration 
reform. He gained a reputation 
as a maverick.

When he won the Republi-
can nomination for president in 
2008, he ran a brass-knuckled 
campaign, even naming Sarah 
Palin as his running mate. Yet 
he refused to traffi c in hate and 
lies. He famously defended 
Barack Obama at one of his 
rallies when a supporter said, 
“I can’t trust Obama. I have 
read about him and he’s not, 
he’s not … he’s an Arab.”

“No ma’am, McCain said, 
“He’s a decent family man, 
a citizen that I just have dis-

agreements with on fundamen-
tal issues.” Later, after sup-
porters voiced their surprise, 
he would not pander, saying: 
“He is a decent person and a 
person you do not have to be 
scared (of) as president. I want 
everyone to be respectful and 
let’s make sure we are because 
that’s the way politics should 
be conducted in America.”

In recent years, McCain 
has grown more conservative 
as the Republican Party has 
lurched to the right. Yet he has 
continued to show his inde-
pendence.

When Trump scorned Mc-
Cain during the presidential 
primaries as not being a hero 
because he had been shot 
down, McCain did not take 
the bait. But he also did not 
sign up for the choir. When 
Trump’s “Access Hollywood” 
tape came out, McCain with-
drew his endorsement, even 
though he was in the midst of 
a tough race for re-election. 

He stated the simple truth 
that Trump’s “demeaning 
comments about women and 
his boasts about sexual as-
saults” rendered it “impossible 
to offer even conditional sup-
port,” and vowed to write in a 
“good conservative Republi-
can” when he voted.

McCain was recently diag-
nosed with brain cancer. Since 
then, he has repeatedly raised 
his voice to warn Americans 
against extremism. He voted 
against the Republican bill to 
repeal health care reform. As a 
man of the Senate, he was par-
ticularly agitated at the irregu-
lar procedures used to try to 
rush through what would have 
been a massive change im-
pacting millions. He called for 
the Senate to return to “regular 
order.”

He voted against the attempt 
to transform health care with 
only Republican votes for a 
bill that most senators had no 
time to read, with no hearings 
and no time for a full Congres-
sional Budget Offi ce estimate.

Accepting the 2017 Liberty 
Medal this month, McCain 
called for Americans to stay 
true to the “ideals we have ad-
vanced around the globe,” and 
denounced unpatriotic “half-
baked, spurious nationalism 
cooked up by people who 
would rather fi nd scapegoats 
than solve problems.” He did 
not name Trump and his politi-
cal assassin Steve Bannon, but 
he did not need to.

McCain is not a saint. He 
knows how to throw a punch. 
This week, commenting on 
the Vietnam War, he made a 
fundamental point while put-
ting the shiv in Trump. “One 
aspect of the confl ict … that I 
will never, ever countenance 
is that we drafted the lowest 
income level of America and 
the highest income level found 
a doctor that would say that 
they had a bone spur,” he said. 
Trump, of course, took fi ve 
deferments to avoid service in 
the war, the last of which was 
for a bone spur.

A staunch conservative, Mc-
Cain stands against much that 
I believe is vital to this coun-
try. He opposed health care 
reform and joined in the Sen-
ate obstruction of all things 
Obama. He supports the end-
less wars without victory in 
the Middle East, and voted for 
the invasion of Iraq, surely the 
worst debacle since Vietnam. 
He supports tax cuts for the 
rich and cutting services for 
the vulnerable. He opposes 
Medicare for all, tuition-free 
college, expanding Social Se-
curity, lifting the minimum 
wage and more.

He is a patriot, not a pro-
gressive. His stance, however 
wrong-headed, is held without 
venom. We can agree to dis-
agree. These disagreements on 
policy and on principle, how-
ever, do not erase the reality 
that McCain is a man of the 
Republic, serving it with hon-
or in the winter of his years. 
He deserves our gratitude and 
our respect.

Sen. Mccain is a patriot 
and a man of honor
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Garrett 
Enterprises 

Building

Office 
Space 
for Rent

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 3998

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 
3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested 
in or in any way affected thereby, that Curtis Williams has fi led with the 
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting an Use 
Permit to operate a rooming house within a R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) 
Residential District on property located at 210-12 W. Ash St. in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as:

Lots 15 and 16 Ideal Horne Plot, a subdivision (according to a map or 
plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat. Book 3 at Page 
30, reference to which to which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and 
as a part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Build-
ing, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017, at which time all parties interested in 
or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after 
which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objec-
tion thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, 
and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator 
before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administra-
tor at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate 
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing im-
paired.

WITNESS my signature this 19th day of October 2017.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/26/2017, 11/9/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION 

ZONING CASE NO. 3997

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Kimberly Course has fi led with the Plan-
ning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Special 
Exception for a residential daycare center within a R-1A (Single-Family) 
Residential District on property located at 451 McDowell Park Cir. in the 
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more par-
ticularly described as:

LOT 34, MCDOWELL PARK SUBDIVISION, a subdivision according to 
a map or plat thereof which is on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 17 
at Page 24, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of 
this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Build-
ing, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017, at which time all parties interested in 
or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after 
which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objec-
tion thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, 
and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator 
before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administra-
tor at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate 
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing im-
paired.

WITNESS my signature this 19th day of October 2017.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/26/2017, 11/9/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 3995

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
any way affected thereby, that Eugene Williams has fi led with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from 
R-1 (Single-Family) Residential to C2 (Limited) Commercial to operate a 
commercial child care center on the property located at 4630 Terry Rd., 
in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as:

The South 120 feet of the West 240 feet of Lot 4 Marshall Subdivision, 
according to a map or plat thereof on fi le and or record in the offi ce of the 
Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi in 
Plat Book 4 at page 114.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 
200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednes-
day, November 15, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected 
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a 
record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make 
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made 
in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if 
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said 
date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in 
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for inter-
preters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 19th day of October 2017.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/26/2017, 11/9/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION 

ZONING CASE NO. 3994

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
any way affected thereby, that Gerald Trudeau has fi led with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Special Excep-
tion for a private kennel within a R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District 
on property located at 2943 Barwood Dr. in the First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lot 13, Block D, Woodbine Subdivision, a subdivision, lying in and being 
situated in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, according 
to the map or plat thereof on fi le and of record in the offi ce of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County, Mississippi, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 9 
at Page 37, reference to which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as 
a part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 
200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednes-
day, November 15, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected 
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a 
record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make 
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made 
in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if 
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said 
date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in 
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for inter-
preters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 19th day of October 2017.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/26/2017, 11/9/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE TO PETITIONERS AND/OR APPELLANTS REGARDING 
PUBLICATION OF NOTICE AND/OR ORDINANCE  

Please look at this Notice or Ordinance and check carefully to see if all of the 
facts and descriptions are correct. We have prepared this Notice or Ordinance 
from the information and legal description that was given to us, but it is your 
responsibility to see that the information given is correct. If a new publication 
of the Notice or Ordinances has to be made because of an error made in 
pertinent information, the cost of publication will also be paid by the Petitioner, 
Appellant, and not by the City. State Statue provides a ten (10) day Appeal 
Period for Bill of Exceptions or otherwise. The Ordinance does not become 
fi nal until 30 days passage and after the Petitioner has published same.

Publish in The Mississippi Link Newspaper 
2659 Livingston Road 
601-896-0084 

Kristi Moore 
CITY CLERK 
CITY OF JACKSON, MS

Case No. 3983 

Ordinance Granting Olivia Jones a Rezoning from Il (Light) Industrial District 
& R4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District to C3 (General) Commercial 
District to operate a commercial child care facility for property located at 2600-
02 Medgar Evers Blvd., Case No. 3983.

Hearing Date: August 23, 2017
10/26/2017

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR AN
ENTERPRISE RESOURCE PLANNING SOLUTION 

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
PROJECT 002-18

OCTOBER 25, 2017

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Pro-
posal”) for aN Enterprise Resource Planning Solution (“ERP”) to collectively 
manage Human Capital, Financials, and Enterprise/Capital Assets.  

JMAA will receive Proposals at the offi ces of JMAA, Suite 300, Main Terminal 
Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International 
Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on 
November 30, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any rea-
son whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Pro-
posals (“RFP”) is on fi le and open for public inspection at the offi ces of JMAA. 
The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General Infor-
mation for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and Crite-
ria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for 
Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Robin Byrd, JMAA’s Procurement 
Manager, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Offi ce Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Robin Byrd, Procurement Manager
Telephone No.: (601) 360-8616
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: rbyrd@jmaa.com

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/

Based on the Proposals received, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3) 
Respondents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services. 
JMAA will initiate negotiations with the Respondent ranked fi rst on the list. If 
such negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satisfactory 
to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the fi rst-
ranked Respondent and follow the same process with the other Respondents, 
in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an 
agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 10:00 a.m. Central Standard 
Time on November 8, 2017, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine 
Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers Inter-
national Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance at the 
Pre-Bid Conference is highly encouraged for all those interested in submitting 
Proposals as a Prime Consultant for the Services and persons seeking opportu-
nities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant.  The benefi ts of attendance include 
networking opportunities between Prime Consultant and Sub-Consultants, as 
well as the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published to inter-
ested parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Submission Conference; and 
a detailed review of the scope of work.  No additional conferences or meetings 
will be scheduled.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, 
any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA 
to perform the Services.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 25% for the Services solicited 
by this RFP.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

10/26/2017 11/2/2017 11/9/2017 11/16/2017 

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR 
COMMON/SHARED USE PASSENGER PROCESSING SYSTEM 

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
PROJECT 001-18 
October 25,2017

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals 
(“Proposal.) from a contractor (“Consultant’) to provide equipment, soft-
ware, technical support, installation, and training services in support of a 
Common/Shared Use Passenger Processing System (“C/SUPPS”) for the 
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (JMAA). 

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offi ces of JMAA, 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers Interna-
tional Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 
3:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on November 28, 2017 (the “Deadline”). 

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request 
for Proposals (“REP”) is on fi le and open for public inspection at the offi ces 
of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, 
General Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respon-
dents and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of 
the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Mr. Deuntagus 
Herndon, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, as follows: 

Jackson Municipal Airpon Authority 
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208) 
Post Offi ce Box 98109 
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Deuntagus Herndon, Procurement Specialist 
Telephone No: (601) 360-8622 
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713 
E-Mail: dherndon@jmaa.com

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/

Based on the Proposals received, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3) 
Respondents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services. 
JMAA will initiate negotiations with the Respondent ranked fi rst on the list. 
If such negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satis-
factory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject 
the fi rst-ranked Respondent and follow the same process with the other 
Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to 
and enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA. 

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 10:00 a.m. Central Stan-
dard Time on November 6, 2017, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Me-
manine Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. At-
tendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is highly encouraged for all those inter-
ested in submitting Proposals as a Prime Consultant for the Services and 
persons seeking opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant. The 
benefi ts of attendance include networking opportunities between Prime 
Consultant and Sub-Consultants as well as the opponunity to be on a list of 
contacts that will be published to interested parties as part of the minutes 
from the Pre-Submission Conference, and a detailed review of the scope of 
work. No additional conferences or meetings will be scheduled.

JMAA reserves the right to: reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, 
any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by 
JMAA to perform the Services. JMAA has established a DBE participation 
goal of 25% for the Services solicited by this RFP.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

10/26/2017 11/2/2017 11/9/2017 11/16/2017 

(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199
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LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR LEASE OF HANGAR SPACE AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES AND/
OR HISTORICAL TERMINAL BUILDING AT HAWKINS FIELD AIRPORT

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 7000-009-17

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals from 
qualifi ed respondents (“Respondent”) for development and operation of Han-
gar Space and Associated Facilities and/or Historical Terminal Building at the 
Hawkins Field Airport (“HKS”). 

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at JMAA’s administrative 
offi ces, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers Inter-
national Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 
p.m. central time on December 18, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any reason 
whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals 
(“RFP”) is on fi le and open for public inspection at the offi ces of JMAA. The In-
formation for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General Information for 
Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and Criteria for Selec-
tion. Any Addenda issued clarifying and/or changing instructions in Information 
for Respondents; and/or answering questions in relation to the Information for 
Respondents shall become part of the Information for Respondents. Interested 
persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from JMAA by 
contacting Ms. Robin Byrd, JMAA’s Manager, Procurement, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Offi ce Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Robin Byrd, Manager, Procurement
Telephone No.: (601) 360-8616
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: rbyrd@jmaa.com 

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

A pre-proposal conference (the “Pre-Proposal Conference”) will be held in the 
Hawkins Field Terminal Building, 558 West Ramp St., Jackson, MS 39208 at 
3:00 p.m. central time on November 15, 2017. Attendance at the Pre-Proposal 
Conference is Strongly Encouraged for all Respondents.  If a Respondent can-
not attend, then a representative of Respondent should be in attendance.  Re-
spondents are encouraged to submit any questions concerning this RFP, in 
writing, prior to the Pre-Proposal Conference.  JMAA will try to answer all written 
questions received in advance at the Pre-Proposal Conference.  After the meet-
ing, representatives of JMAA will be available to take attendees on a tour of the 
Hangar and Associated Facilities locations.

Based on the Proposals received, JMAA will initiate negotiations with the Re-
spondent or Respondents with the Highest and Best proposed used for the 
properties individually or combined

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, any 
time before execution of an agreement with Respondents selected by JMAA.

10/19/2017 10/26/2017 11/2/2017 11/9/2017 

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS 
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

FOR THE MAINTENANCE FACILITY ROOF REPLACEMENT AT THE
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 017-17

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements 
of Qualifi cations and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qual-
ifi cations”) to provide architectural and related services (the “Services”) 
to JMAA in connection with the Maintenance Facility Roof Replacement 
Project, JMAA Project No. 017-17, at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (the “Project”).

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifi cations to perform the Services at 
JMAA’s administrative offi ces, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jack-
son-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 2:00 p.m. central time on Tuesday, No-
vember 21, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifi cations received after 
the Deadline for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents 
relating to this Request for Statement of Qualifi cations (“RFQ”) is on fi le 
and open for public inspection at the offi ces of JMAA. The Information 
for Respondents contains a copy of the RFQ, General Information for 
Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and Criteria for 
Selection. 

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents 
from JMAA by contacting Mr. Chad G Parker, JMAA Properties Manager, 
as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Offi ce Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 

Attention: Chad G Parker, Properties Manager
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 516
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: cparker@jmaa.com

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time 
on Wednesday, November 1, 2017, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor 
Mezzanine Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar 
Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  
39208. Attendance at the Pre-Submission Conference is highly recom-
mended for all those interested in submitting Statement of Qualifi cations 
as a Prime Consultants for the Work and persons seeking opportuni-
ties to provide work as a Sub-Consultant.  The benefi ts of attendance 
include: networking opportunities between Prime Consultants and Sub-
Consultants, as well as the opportunity to be included on a list of inter-
ested parties that will be published as part of the Minutes of the Pre-
Submission Conference; the opportunity to participate in a project review 
session, pose questions to be addressed in the Minutes of the meeting 
and participate in a site visit of the area covered in the scope of work.  No 
site visits will be scheduled other than the one provided during the Pre-
Submission Conference.

Based on the Statement of Qualifi cations, JMAA will initiate negotiations 
with the Respondent ranked fi rst on the list. If such negotiations fail to 
produce an agreement, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within 
a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the fi rst-ranked Re-
spondent. 

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respon-
dents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and 
enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifi -
cations, for any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a 
Respondent selected by JMAA to perform the Services.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services 
solicited by this RFQ

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

10/19/2017 10/26/2017

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicles

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes 
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following cars will 
be sold for repair and storage charges and for costs of this sale.
 
2010 PTRB 386 – 1XPHD49XXAD104180
Registered  to White’s Trucking LLC
VFS US LLC - Lien Holder

Date of Sale: November 3, 2017

Place of Sale: Archie Towing & Storage & Recovery, 6700 Medgar Evers 
Blvd., Jackson, MS
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and 
all bids.

Time: 10:00 AM
10/19/2017, 10/26/2017, 11/2/2017

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicles

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes 
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following cars will 
be sold for repair and storage charges and for  costs of this sale. 

2007 WABA TRL -1JJV532W27L003623
Registered to White’s Trucking  LLC
VFS US LLC - Lien Holder

Date of Sale: November 3, 2017

Place of Sale: Archie Towing & Storage & Recovery, 6700 Medgar Evers 
Blvd., Jackson, MS
Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and 
all bids.

Time: 10:00 AM
10/19/2017, 10/26/2017, 11/2/2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3062 - Food Service Warehouse Food Products
Bids 3063 - Food Service Warehouse Paper & Stock Supplies

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Busi-
ness Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 
A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) November 14, 2017, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and 
to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve calendar 
days from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed speci-
fi cations may be obtained free of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.
k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at 
the above address or downloaded from JPS website at www.jackson.
k12.ms.us. 

10/26/2017, 11/2/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the 
bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, November 21, 2017, at 
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the 
following:

5021-112117 – Twenty-Four Month Supply of Portland Cement

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations. Copies of pro-
posal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South 
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  
Copies of bid specifi cations are fi led with the City Clerk for public record 
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mis-
sissippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full 
and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the 
City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall 

submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan 
Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions 
set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bid-
der or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more informa-
tion on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Offi ce of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO 
Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the 
Offi ce of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also re-
serves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid 
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting 
the lowest net price in accordance with specifi cations. The award could 
be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for 
all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is 
known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according 
to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, state-
ments to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of 
such statement means the City will make that determination during the 
bid review.

10/26/2017, 11/2/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 3996

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Brookwood Properties, LLC has fi led with the Planning Board for 
the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from C2 (Limited) 
Commercial to C3 (General) Commercial to develop upscale storage facility on 
the property located at Parcels 511-630. 511-630-1 & 511-630-2 on corner of 
I-55 Frontage Rd. & Chastain Dr., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Parcel #511-630

Commence at the Southeast corner of the intersection of Edgewood Terrace 
Drive and East McWillie Circle and run thence South 00°16’00” East for a dis-
tance of 939.84 feet along the Eastern line of East McWillie Circle to the North-
east corner of the Intersection of the North line of the dedicated road or street 
known as Chastain Drive along the South side of that certain property conveyed 
by W.P. Bridges to the Trustees of Jackson Municipal Separate School District, 
with the East line of the dedicated road or street known as East McWillie Circle 
along the East side of said school property, said property having been conveyed 
by W.P. Bridges to the Trustees of the Jackson Municipal Separate School Dis-
trict by Deed dated December 9, 1953 and recorded in Book 818 at Page 562 
thereof, in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Missis-
sippi, reference to which is hereby made in aid of this description, and said roads 
having been dedicated by W.P. Bridges by Deed to Hinds County, Mississippi, 
dated December 9, 1953 and recorded in Book 818 at Page 564 thereof in the 
offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, reference 
to which is hereby made in the aid to this description, and from said intersection, 
run North 89°42 ‘00” East along the North line of said road or street for a distance 
of 150 feet to an “X” mark in concrete which marks the POINT OF BEGINNING 
of the land herein described; thence continue North 89°42’00” East for a dis-
tance of 252.96 feet along the Northern line of Chastain Drive to a ferrous metal 
rod which marks the Western line of Interstate  Highway No. 55; thence North 
34°51 ‘00” East for a distance of 28.80 feet along the Western line of Interstate 
Highway No. 55 as described in Deed Book 3180 at Page 607 of the said Chan-
cery Records of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, to a concrete right of way 
marker; thence North 09°15’00” East for a distance of 180.0 feet along the said 
Western line of Interstate Highway No. 55 to a concrete right of way marker; 
thence North 01°50’00” East for a distance of 94.91 feet along said Western line 
of Interstate Highway No. 55 to a ferrous metal rod; thence leave said Western 
line and run South 89°42’00” West for a distance of 302.77 feet to an “X” mark in 
concrete; thence South 00°16’00” East for a distance of295.90 feet along a line 
which is parallel to the said East line of East McWillie Circle to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING, containing 1 .9556 acres, more or less.

Parcel #511-630-1

Commence at the Southeast corner of the intersection of Edgewood Terrace 
Drive and East McWillie Circle and run thence South 00°16’00” East for a dis-
tance of 939.84 feet along the Eastern line of East McWillie Circle to the North-
east corner of the intersection of the North line of the dedicated road or street 
known as Chastain Drive along the South side of that certain property conveyed 
by W.P. Bridges to the Trustees of Jackson Municipal Separate School District, 
with the East line of the dedicated road or street known as East McWillie Circle 
along the East side of said school property, said property having been conveyed 
by W.P Bridges to the Trustees of the Jackson Municipal Separate School Dis-
trict by Deed dated December 9, 1953 and recorded in Book 818 at page 562 
thereof, in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Missis-
sippi, reference to which is hereby made in aid of this description, and said roads 
having been dedicated by W.P. Bridges by Deed to Hinds County, Mississippi, 
dated December 9, 1953 and recorded in Book 818 at Page 564 thereof in the 
offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, reference 
to which is hereby made in aid to this description, and from said intersection, run 
North 89°42’00” East along the North line of said road or street for a distance of 
150 feet to a “X” mark in concrete which marks the POINT OF BEGINNING of 
the land herein described; thence continue North 89°42’00” East for a distance 
of 252.96 feet along the Northern line of Chastain Drive to a ferrous metal rod 
which marks the Western line of Interstate Highway No. 55; thence North 34°51 
‘00” East for a distance of 28.80 feet along the Western line of Interstate High-
way No. 55 as described in Deed Book 3180 at Page 607 of the said Chancery 
Records of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, to a concrete right of way 
marker; thence North 09°15’00” East for a distance of 180.1 feet along the said 
Western line of Interstate Highway No. 55 to a concrete right of way marker; 
thence North 01°50’00” East for a distance of94.91 feet along the said West-
ern line of Interstate Highway No. 55 to a ferrous metal rod; thence leave said 
Western line and run South 89°42 ‘00” West for a distance of 302.77 feet to an 
“X” mark in concrete; thence South 00°16’00” East for a distance of 295.90 feet 
along a line which is parallel to the said East line of East McWillie Circle to the 
POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 1.9556 acres, more or less.

Parcel #511-630-2

Commence at the Southeast corner of the intersection of Edgewood Terrace 
Drive and East McWillie Circle and run thence South 00°16’00” East for a dis-
tance of 939.84 feet along the Eastern line of East McWillie Circle to the North-
east corner of the intersection of the North line of the dedicated road or street 
known as Chastain Drive along the South side of that certain property conveyed 
by W.P. Bridges to the Trustees of Jackson Municipal Separate School District, 
with the East line of the dedicated road or street known as McWillie Circle along 
the East side of said school property, said property having been conveyed by 
W.P. Bridges to the Trustees of the Jackson Municipal Separate School Dis-
trict by Deed dated December 9, 1953 and recorded in Book 818 at Page 562 
thereof, in the offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Missis-
sippi, reference to which is hereby made in aid of this description, and said roads 
having been dedicated by W.P. Bridges by Deed to Hinds County, Mississippi, 
dated December 9, 1953 and recorded in Book 818 at Page 564 thereof in the 
offi ce of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, reference 
to which is hereby made in aid to this description, and from said intersection, run 
North 89°42’00” East along the North line of said road or street for a distance 
of 402.96 feet to a ferrous metal rod which marks the Western line of Interstate 
Highway No. 55 which marks the POINT OF BEGINNING of the land herein 
described; thence North 34°51 ‘00” East for a distance of 28.80 feet along the 
Western line of Interstate Highway No. 55 as described  in Deed Book 3180 
at Page 607 of the said Chancery Records of Hinds County at Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, to a concrete right of way marker; thence North 09°15’00” East for a 
distance of 49.68 feet along the said Western line of Interstate Highway No. 55; 
thence leave said Western line and run North 48°21 ‘00” West for a distance 
of 69.36 feet; thence North 64°27’00” West for a distance of 10.32 feet; thence 
South 72°15’00” West for a distance of 12.0 feet; thence South 26°51 ‘00” West 
for a distance of 11.76 feet; thence South 04°24’00” East for a distance of62.88 
feet; thence South 23°33’43” East for a distance of 50.75 feet; thence North 
89°42’00” East a distance of 28.32 feet, more or less to the POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, containing 6,700 square feet, more or less..

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, November 15, 
2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard 
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon 
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council 
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be fi led with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 19th day of October 2017.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/26/2017, 11/9/2017



ABSOLUTE AUCTION - Smith Lake,
9,300+/- feet waterfront property, near
Double Springs, AL. 169+/- acres
offered in four parcels. November 8,
1:00 p.m. For details, gtauctions.com,
205-326-0833. Granger, Thagard and
Associates, Inc. Jack F. Granger, number
873.

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA certification to fix planes. Approved
for military benefits. Financial Aid if qual-
ified. Job placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 1-866-
367-2510

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com

SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT! FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-400-8352

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All condi-
tions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 855-400-8263

CUT THE CABLE! CALL DIRECTV.
Bundle & Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS
Genie HD-DVR. $50/month or 2 Years
(with AT&T Wireless.) Call for Other Great
Offers! Call 1- 800-215-6713

DISH NETWORK.  190 channels.
$49.99/mo. for 24 mos. Ask about
Exclusive Dish Features like Sling® and
the Hopper®, plus HighSpeed Internet,
$14.95/mo. (Availability and Restrictions
apply.) TV for Less, Not Less TV!  1-877-
628-3143
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE for one flat
rate in almost 100 newspapers. Call Sue
at 601-981-3060. 

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE?  Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's
Relief Line now for Help, 866-948-7316

NEED LEGAL REPRESENTATION?  We
can help with your new personal injury,
DUI, criminal defense, divorce or bank-
ruptcy case. 888-641-
7560

CANADA DRUG CENTER: Safe, afford-
able medications. Licensed mail order
pharmacy. SAVE up to 75%! Get $10.00
off your first prescription.  Free shipping!
Call 855-401-7432
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493
OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  888-964-
0893
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

I n s u r a n c e

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

A u c t i o n s  -  L a n d

F o r  S a l e

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

Week of October 22, 2017

Advertising
Solutions

That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortifi cation and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Colonial 50 Blowout Sale
Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.

Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

Colonial 50
•Up to 64 Guns Capacity

•1 Hour Fire Rated
•Manual Lock w/Key

•Door Accessory Panel

$1,899
Many More Safe Models At

Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Colonial 50 Blowout Sale
Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.

Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

Colonial 50
•Up to 64 Guns Capacity

•1 Hour Fire Rated
•Manual Lock w/Key

•Door Accessory Panel

$1,899
Many More Safe Models At

Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Colonial 50 Blowout Sale
Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.

Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

Colonial 50
•Up to 64 Guns Capacity

•1 Hour Fire Rated
•Manual Lock w/Key

•Door Accessory Panel

$1,899
Many More Safe Models At

Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

PASS
3.792 x 4

48 Web
3.556 x 4

46 Web
3.33 x 4

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

LEGAL

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 77-3-16 of the Mississippi Code 
of 1972, as amended, requesting names to be added to a list of contractors 
and suppliers qualifi ed to perform contracts within the scope of proposed 
utility projects concerning construction, extension, and/or repair of electric 
public utility facilities for or on behalf of Entergy Mississippi, Inc. Names of 
qualifi ed contractors or suppliers desiring to be added to such list may be 
submitted to supplierqualifi cation@entergy.com.

Please include contact information, type of contractor or supplier and a 
description of qualifi cations. Questions Call 1-844-387-9675.

3/9/2017 thru 12/28/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR CENTER FOR PREGNANCY CHOICES 

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SIGN VARI-
ANCE FOR CENTER FOR PREGNANCY CHOICES TO RECEIVE CITIZEN 
INPUT HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, NOV. 7, 2017 AT 10:00 
A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS 
ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & LI-
CENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

10/19/2017  10/26/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRES-
ERVATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEET-
ING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMEBER 8, 2017 
AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 
105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT 
STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

    A. OLD BUSINESS
         - NONE

    B. NEW BUSINESS
1. CASE NO. 2017-45, REQUEST BY: WILLIAM MCCLAIN, 
TO INSTALL  A CONCRETE HANDICAPPED RAMP W/ 
WROUGHT IRON RAIL, RESURFACING OF EXISTING 
FRONT PARKING AREA, INSTALL  A SIDEWALK  FROM 
BUILDING TO STREET AND A YIELD SIGN AT INTERSEC-
TION (ON CITY PROPERTY) AT 526 N. FARISH ST., LOCAT-
ED IN THE FARISH STREET HISTORICAL DISTRICT.

II. OTHER  ITEMS

    DISCUSSION
1. PRESENT UPDATED CITY OF JACKSON’S HISTORIC RE-
SOURCES INVENTORY PACKET.

III. ADJOURN
10/19/2017, 10/26/2017



The National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association lost one of its 
own this week.

Bernal E. Smith II, the presi-
dent and publisher of the Tri-State 
Defender and a well-known civic 
leader in Memphis, Tenn., died 
Sunday.

Smith was 45.
The Tri-State Defender, among 

the longest running African-
American newspapers in the 
country and a member publication 
of the National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association, noted on its 
website that Smith was with his 
family when he was found Octo-
ber 22.

“The New Tri-State Defender 
and its management board was 
devastated when we learned that 
Smith had passed,” associate 
publisher Karanja Ajanaku said 
in a statement along with Calvin 
Anderson, the president of Best 
Media Properties, the Defender’s 
parent company.

Smith’s death caught many of 
his colleagues off-guard; all of 
them expressed shock and sympa-
thy for his family.

“I am personally saddened by 
the death of our comrade and pub-
lisher Bernal Smith,” said Doro-
thy Leavell, the publisher of the 
Crusader newspapers in Chicago 
and the chairman of the NNPA. 
“He was just elected vice chair-
man in June and we were looking 
forward to working closely with 
him to fi nd solutions for the future 
of our beloved Black Press.”

Smith was a serious and dedi-
cated member of the fourth estate, 
Leavell added.

“We shall miss him so much,” 
said Leavell.

Benjamin F. Chavis, the presi-
dent and CEO of the NNPA, said 
that the entire NNPA family of Af-
rican-American publishers across 
the nation deeply mourns Smith’s 
passing.

“As publisher of the New Tri-
State Defender in Memphis, 
Smith represented the journalistic 
genius of a freedom-fi ghting pub-
lisher, who was dedicated to the 
empowerment of black America,” 
Chavis said. “Long live the spirit 
of Bernal Smith.”

Joy Bramble, publisher of The 
Baltimore Times, said she was 
simply shocked by the news of 
Smith’s death.

“I was just working with him on 
some things, I just can’t believe 
it,” Bramble said.

Jackie Hampton, publisher of 
The Mississippi Link, said there 

will be a memorial journalism 
scholarship established by NNPA 
Region 2 in Smith’s name. “Based 
on his credentials, I predicted that 
one day this young man would 
lead our organization and serve as 
chairman of NNPA,” she said. At 
the time of his death, Smith was 
serving as 2nd vice chairman of 
NNPA.

Rosetta Perry, the publisher 
of the Tennessee Tribune, called 
Smith a true friend and a bright 
light.

“When I met him, we just 
clicked and I was comfortable 
with him, like I had known him 
my whole life, and I didn’t have 
to pretend to be anyone or any-
thing,” Perry said. “That voice 
that we loved to hear at our meet-
ings and training sessions is now 
still. Bernal’s place at the board 
of directors’ meetings will now be 
vacant, but he will live forever in 
our hearts.”

Karen Carter Richards, publish-
er of the Houston Forward Times 
and 1st vice chair of the NNPA, 
said that she asked Smith to run 
for 2nd vice chair of the NNPA, 
this year, because of his vision and 
talents.

Richards said that she wasn’t 
surprised when he won the elec-
tion for the post, because of his 
infectious personality and great 
abilities.

“I am devastated. Bernal was 
my friend and he was a vision-
ary, who was smart, energetic, 
kind and defi nitely the future of 
NNPA,” Richards said. 

Richards continued: “His inno-
vative ideas made us click. At the 
request of Bernal, I fl ew to Mem-
phis last year to attend his Best in 
Black Awards show. He wanted 
me to recreate the show in Hous-
ton and we were going to partner 
and bring his great awards show 
to the city of Houston.”

Broadcast executive and Wave 
newspaper publisher Pluria Mar-
shall said Smith was one of NN-
PA’s up and coming publishers. 

“He was about business,” said 
Marshall. “He added value when 
he spoke on issues related to 
NNPA and his recent election to 
the executive team was a clear 
sign of his rising star.”

Hiram Jackson of Real Times 
Media, who sold Smith the New 
Tri-State Defender, called Smith’s 
passing a sad day for the future of 
the Black Press. 

“Bernal Smith represented the 
future of our industry and he was 
one of the most innovative pub-
lishers I knew and I recognized 
his gifts immediately,” Jackson 
said. “I will miss his friendship 
and his contagious enthusiasm 
about black people.”

A graduate of Rhodes Col-
lege, who also earned a master’s 
of business administration from 
Union University, Smith led a lo-
cal group that purchased the Tri-
State Defender from Real Times 
Media in 2013.

Smith mentored inner-city 
youth and once served as presi-
dent of the 100 Black Men of 
Memphis.

In a joint statement, Denise Ro-
lark Barnes and D. Kevin McNeir, 
the publisher and the editor of The 
Washington Informer, respective-
ly, said that Smith was an integral 
force in the city of Memphis as 
the publisher of the Tri-State De-
fender, where he made issues of 
economic parity, social justice and 
the support and encouragement of 
the black community his primary 
concerns.

The statement continued: “Even 
more, as one of the younger pub-
lishers of the NNPA, his enthusi-
asm and dedication were essential 
to our overall growth and contin-
ued existence. His death leaves a 
void that will be diffi cult, if not 
impossible to fi ll. But his spirit 
will live on as will our memories 
of him – a proud, talented black 
man who loved his people and his 
community and who diligently 
gave his all each and every day on 
behalf of the Black Press.”
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It’s been nearly a month 
since two, historic hurricanes 
savaged Puerto Rico, and de-
spite the utter devastation left 
after the storms, the island’s 
3.4 million residents are still 
waiting for substantive relief 
from the federal government.

Help from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA) has been slowed, be-
cause of glaring lapses in coor-
dination, a lack of guidance of 
medical and other personnel, as 
well as what critics and Puerto 
Rican offi cials have said was 
an almost total breakdown in 
distribution and supply chains. 

The result has been a yawn-
ing gap between the burgeon-
ing humanitarian disaster and 
the urgent life-and-death needs 
of the shell-shocked populace.

Nearly 85 percent of the is-
land is still in darkness, because 
the storms destroyed the elec-
trical grid. Governor Ricardo 
Rosselló estimates that it will 
cost about $5 billion to repair 
the island’s power grid that 
was decimated by Hurricane 
Maria. Cellphone service tow-
ers across the island are slowly 
being restored; there is a criti-
cal shortage of food, medicine 
and other basic supplies; mean-
while, more than half of the 
commonwealth’s residents are 
living without potable water.

The offi cial death toll is 48, 
but there are reports that the 
medical examiner’s offi ce in 
San Juan is holding 350 bodies. 
There are also fears that, as the 
authorities reach the most re-
mote parts of the island and as 
water-borne and other diseases 
take hold, that the death toll 
will inevitably rise.

Last week, FEMA scrubbed 
important statistics about the 
availability of clean drinking 
water and the paucity of elec-
tricity on the island, from its 
website.

The fi erce winds of Hur-
ricanes Irma and Maria left 
catastrophic damage, tore roofs 
from buildings, toppled power 
lines and transformers; stripped 
trees bare; triggered mudslides 
and fl ooding; fl attened and de-
molished trees; and blocked 
roads. Beleaguered Puerto Ri-
cans can only buy food, sup-
plies and other materials in 
what is now a mostly cash-only 
society.

Yet, in the midst of all this 
need, more than 10,000 ship-
ping containers loaded with 
food, medicine and other need-

ed supplies have sat idle at the 
Port of San Juan and elsewhere, 
because of red tape, bureau-
cratic bungling and logistical 
logjams.

Aurora Flores, a New York-
based activist, painted a har-
rowing picture that is slowly 
emerging as information seeps 
out of the soaked island.

“Oh, my God! I have such a 
combination of feelings. This 
is outrageous,” said Flores, a 
noted cultural historian and 
musician. “This is Trump’s Ka-
trina. We’re in a dire situation. 
There is no electricity; people 
are waiting in line eight, nine 
hours for gasoline, food and 
other needs. Right now, we 
need United States Army trucks 
and drivers. There’s no hous-
ing…we need cruise ships to 
come in.”

Flores continued: “We also 
need to secure the streets. 
Armed gangs are roaming. 
This is horrifi c. We’ve been 
shunned, pushed to the side.”

Flores said that she had been 
in contact with family in Puerto 
Rico, despite the communica-
tions diffi culties. She assailed 
the Trump administration for 
its slow response and castigat-
ed Trump for his constant con-
gratulatory comments to fi rst 
responders, FEMA, and others 
in his administration.

“He’s patting himself on the 
back. [Trump found time] to 
put down black athletes over 
the weekend and not once did 
he say anything about Puerto 
Rico,” she said. We’ve been 
shunned, pushed to side. We 
don’t need any more excuses. 
Puerto Rico needs help right 
now. You don’t do this to other 
Americans. We need the federal 
government to come to the res-
cue. We need compassion and 
leadership to come together. 
We’ve fought for and bled 

for this country. We’re part of 
America.”

Critics have chided Trump 
for ignoring the crisis for the 
fi rst week after Hurricane Ma-
ria slammed into the island. He 
spent more time tweeting to 
demand that NFL players kneel 
for the anthem than express-
ing any compassion or concern 
for Puerto Rico’s plight. And 
to add insult to injury, Elaine 
Duke, acting Secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity, crowed at the end of the 
fi rst week that the federal ef-
forts on the island was a “good 
news” story.

Trump’s nonchalance has an-
gered Puerto Ricans and a raft 
of other critics, including singer 
Marc Anthony and San Juan 
Mayor Carmen Yulín Cruz.

“Mr. President, shut the f*** 
up about the NFL. Do some-
thing about our people in need 
in #PuertoRico. We are Ameri-
can citizens, too,” the singer 
tweeted September 25.

During a recent interview on 
CNN, Yulín Cruz lambasted at-
tempts by the White House to 
spin the situation in Puerto Rico 
as a “good news story.”

“When you’re drinking from 
a creek, it’s not a ‘good news 
story.’ When you don’t have 
food for a baby, it’s not a ‘good 
news story,’” she said. “When 
you have to pull people down 
from their buildings because—
you know, I’m sorry, but that 
really upsets me and frustrates 
me.”

Yulín Cruz continued: 
“This is – damn it, this is not 
a ‘good news’ story. This is a 
‘people-are-dying’ story. This 
is a ‘life-or-death’ story. This 
is a ‘there’s-a-truckload-of-
stuff-that-cannot-be-taken-to-
people’ story. This is a story of 
a devastation that continues to 
worsen.”

Puerto Ricans suffer 
apocalyptic nightmare 
after hurricanes

Flooding can be seen from the air as a U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Air and Marine Operations, DHC-8 prepares to land in 
Aguadilla, Puerto Rico. U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION/WIKIME-
DIA COMMONS

Smith

A bright light of the 
Black Press dims: Bernal 
Smith II dies at 45
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Saturday morning at 7, an am-
bulance service supervisor made 
a call to Med-Com, the Univer-
sity of Mississippi Medical Cen-
ter’s statewide emergency re-
sponse communications center.

“We’ve responded to a very 
large accident at the Madi-
son exit,” the supervisor said. 
“There are a lot of injuries. We 
don’t know a lot yet, but we’ve 
got two units en route, along 
with myself. I’ll give you a call 
as soon as I know more.”

When an 18-wheeler on I-55 
rumbled over the median and 
struck a charter bus, it started a 
chain of communication and ac-
tion, from the ambulance super-
visor’s fi rst call to MED-COM 
to assigning what Jackson-area 
hospital would care for each 
of the 50 injured, to giving 
treatment, be it for trauma or a 
skinned knee.

That frightening scenario 
wasn’t real, and the “supervi-
sor” who made that fi rst call to 
MED-COM was actually Jason 
Smith, manager of emergency 
services at UMMC’s Center 
for Emergency Services. But 
the process that should kick in 
when patients from a mass ca-
sualty event arrive at the state’s 
only Level I trauma center is the 
real thing – and one that UMMC 
front-line staff and administra-
tors gave a critical eye during a 
mass casualty drill.

Operation Wheels on the Bus, 
the scenario played out by the 
Center for Emergency Services 
and other Medical Center ad-
ministrators and Emergency De-
partment leaders, tested the abil-
ities of a pared-down weekend 
crew to think on their feet amid 
crisis and chaos, and to juggle 
limitations in available staffi ng, 
equipment and other resources.

UMMC, at any given time, 
is staffed with trauma surgeons 
and nurses to handle injuries and 
mass casualties, be it a barroom 
shooting that send a half-dozen 
patrons to the ER, or something 
much more unthinkable.

Several years ago, the Medi-
cal Center added four trauma 
bays that can double, if needed, 
as operating rooms. The adult 
Emergency Department has 51 
beds, including trauma, Rapid 
Track, observation and psychi-
atric. The pediatric Emergency 
Department has 23 beds.

The Medical Center has 15 
standard operating rooms and 
nine pediatric ORs, and the 
School of Medicine’s simulation 
operating room is equipped for 
actual surgery in an emergency.

The Conerly Critical Care 
Tower’s four fl oors can accom-
modate 80 patients; the neonatal 
intensive care unit, 102 patients. 
Generally, the ICU fl oors stay 
near capacity, as does the NICU. 
That means that in the event of 
a mass casualty, some ICU pa-
tients would be reassessed to de-
termine if they could be moved 
to make room for others.

The four-hour exercise began 
at 8 a.m. and followed 25 pa-
tients – on paper, not in the fl esh 
– as they fl owed into the adult 
and pediatric emergency depart-
ments. A group of about a dozen 
emergency medicine leaders 
picked up the drill once Smith 
made his initial phone call to 
MED-COM’s team of commu-
nication specialist dispatchers.

MED-COM issued the Medi-
cal Center’s Code Green, which 
means UMMC has activated its 
emergency operations plan, via 
overhead speakers throughout 
the hospital areas.

Almost immediately, dis-
patchers led by supervisor Jean 
Dobbs began calling area hospi-

tals, explaining that an exercise 
was being conducted, and that 
MED-COM needed an immedi-
ate count on the available beds 
at each facility. That helps the 
Medical Center manage patients 
toward the level of care need-
ed, leaving beds at UMMC for 
those most critically injured.

“It’s just a drill. It’s just a 
drill,” Candice Talley, a MED-
COM communications special-
ist and paramedic, told a nurse 
from the adult hospital who 
called to ask what a Code Green 
is.

In the adult and pediatric 
emergency departments, clini-
cal leaders huddled with staff 
and asked the same questions: 
Where will you put incoming 
patients? What’s your staffi ng? 
What resources do you lack? 
How will you get the people, 
supplies and equipment that 
you need, and who would make 
those decisions?

How many operating rooms 
are available, and are there 
enough surgeons to staff them 
all? Who keeps up with what 
patient is going to which operat-
ing room?

As the virtual patients ar-
rived, the leaders including Dr. 
John McCarter, associate pro-
fessor of emergency medicine, 
handed staff slips of paper with 
a description of what ended up 
being 25 adult and child patients 
and their injuries: A 47-year-old 
man, abdominal pain and open 
left leg fracture. A 40-year-old 
female, objects stuck in her 
pelvis, controlled bleeding but 
weak pulse. A 10-year-old boy 
with multiple lacerations.

The patients continued to pour 
in as Rebecca Benson, an Emer-
gency Department nurse manag-
er, ticked off their information. 
“So, how does this change the 
game for you?” Jason Zimmer-
man, director of nursing adult 
services, asked Brad Harris, an 
adult ED shift supervisor who 
was serving as charge nurse.

On a Saturday morning, Har-
ris said, the ED would typically 
have 12 nurses on hand. With 
the infl ux of patients the bus 
accident would bring, he said, 
“we’re pretty tapped out from a 
nursing perspective.”

Would you call in nurses not 
on shift? Borrow them from the 
ICU? From patient fl oors? How 
many respiratory therapists are 
on duty on a weekend morning? 
How many vents are in the ED, 
and where can staff get more?

“You have four more patients 
coming in,” Benson told Harris. 
He assigns each a trauma room 
or ED room, based on the inju-
ries listed on the slips of paper. 
And what happens, Benson said, 
when you are full and can’t take 
any more patients?

Dr. James Kolb and Dr. Loret-
ta Jackson-Williams, both pro-
fessors of emergency medicine, 

and a group of six emergency 
medicine residents including Dr. 
Brandon Myers, enter the mix. 
“This one, this one, this one … 
they’re fi ne,” Kolb said as he 
assessed the patients on paper. 
“This one will need to go to the 
OR. I’d need to call (Dr.) Alan 
(Jones, professor and chair of 
the Department of Emergency 
Medicine) to activate our physi-
cians.”

“That’s an OR,” Jackson-Wil-
liams said of the paper patients. 
“That’s another OR.”

Then, a new wrinkle: “You’ve 
got four more coming in cov-
ered with diesel fuel. What do 
you do?” Benson asked.

“We don’t want to get diesel 
fuel all over the staff,” My-
ers said. “We have to get them 
cleaned up somewhat.”

“You have nine nurses tied 
up with patients,” Zimmerman 
said. “How are we going to get 
these four new patients decon-
taminated?”

Smith brought up two key 
points: Employees not trained 
in decontamination could take 
much longer to do the work. 
And, he said, saving a patient’s 
life comes fi rst, even if decon-
tamination has to wait.

At about 10 a.m., Smith and 
leaders from administration and 
hospital departments gathered 
to debrief each other on what 
went well, and what didn’t.

Areas for improvement: No 
one in the exercise brought up 
the need to call UMMC’s blood 
bank, despite 15 patients who 
needed multiple blood products.  
The pediatric ED wasn’t includ-
ed in the initial disaster activa-
tion, and it needs a better way to 
alert physicians in the event of 
a disaster or mass casualty, said 
Dr. Benji Dillard, professor and 
chief of pediatric emergency 
medicine.

And, a lot of people at the 
Medical Center have no idea 
what a Code Green is. “MED-
COM got about 30 calls, asking 
what should we do for a Code 
Green,” Houck said.

Perhaps one of the biggest 
positives from the drill was 
brainstorming on good ideas 
for the future: Give charge 
nurses a list of actions they 
should take until administrators 
arrive to take care of logistics. 
Have staff wear color-coded 
vests – red for physicians, blue 
for nurses – so that everyone 
knows each other’s roles and 
who’s in charge.

“If you’re looking at the Las 
Vegas shooting, you know that 
you need to have an incident 
command system. You have to 
have a visible way for people 
to know who each other are,” 
Smith said.

“We must know our poten-
tial,” Zimmerman said. “We 
have to proactively rearrange 
the chairs on the deck.”
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A law enforcement offi cer 
from Brandon, Miss., Debra 
Bailey, has returned home af-
ter assisting the federal medi-
cal response to Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria as part of 
the National Disaster Medi-
cal System (NDMS). Bailey 
serves as a member of an 
NDMS Disaster Medical As-
sistance Team (DMAT).

During the response to 
Hurricane Maria, NDMS 
personnel along with U.S. 
Public Health Service Com-
missioned Corps (USPHS) 
offi cers have provided care 
to more than 10,900 residents 
affected by the storm. NDMS 
members and USPHS of-
fi cers provided care to more 
than 2,000 people affected by 
Hurricane Irma.

“Dedicated members of 
the NDMS from around the 
country have been vital to 
the medical responses to 
Hurricanes Maria and Irma 
and providing needed care to 
those affected by these devas-
tating storms,” NDMS’s Act-
ing Director Ron Miller said. 
“NDMS’ goal is to provide 
the best care in the worst of 
times, and we will be there to 
serve until states and territo-
ries no longer need us.”

The NDMS is a federal pro-
gram that can support com-
munities with medical care 
and mortuary assistance dur-
ing disasters or public health 
emergencies at the request 
of states; NDMS is among 
the resources made available 
by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services’ 
Offi ce of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Preparedness and 
Response (ASPR).

HHS personnel deployed 
to the U.S. Virgins Islands 
and Puerto Rico are provid-
ing life-saving care, helping 
stabilize health care systems 
including suppliers and regu-
lated industries in the territo-
ries, and restoring services to 
meet residents’ needs with a 
focus on services for people 
with chronic health condi-
tions.

As part of the response 
to Hurricane Irma, NDMS 
members operated a mobile 

medical unit in the Florida 
Keys, which was hard-hit by 
the storm, and supported tem-
porary care sites in the state 
along with U.S. Public Health 
Service Commissioned Corps 
offi cers. In addition, HHS 
medical teams provided care 
at a shelter in Puerto Rico and 
at an overwhelmed hospital 
emergency department in St. 
Thomas, and triaged evacu-
ees from multiple islands as 
they reached Puerto Rico. 
The teams also embedded 
with Urban Search and Res-
cue to fi nd dialysis patients 
and aided the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands in evacuating these pa-
tients to Puerto Rico.

NDMS teams consist of 
physicians, nurses, veterinary 
staff, paramedics, fatality 
management professionals, 
and experienced command 
and control staff. When an 
emergency overwhelms lo-
cal and state resources, ASPR 
looks to the expertise within 
NDMS and USPHS from 
across the country to assist in 
the response.

The NDMS comprises ap-
proximately 5,000 medical 
public health, and emergency 
management professionals, 
organized into more than 70 
response teams. Although 
they hail from communities 
nationwide, when deployed 
they are federal government 
employees working as part 
of a coordinated federal re-
sponse.

ASPR leads the nation in 
preventing, preparing for, 
and responding to the adverse 
health effects of public health 
emergencies and disasters. It 
focuses on preparedness plan-
ning and response; building 
federal emergency medical 
operational capabilities; coun-
termeasures research, advance 
development, and procure-
ment; and grants to strengthen 
the capabilities of hospitals 
and health care systems in 
public health emergencies and 
medical disasters.

For more information 
about federal medical re-
sponse and NDMS, visit 
www.phe.gov.

STARKVILLE – Few 
people are aware that Octo-
ber doubles as Breast Can-
cer Awareness and Domestic 
Violence Awareness month. 
Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity’s Department of Social 
Work is working to change 
that by bringing awareness to 
both causes with two special 
events.

The Department has teamed 
up with the MVSU Social 
Work Club and the Alpha 
Delta Honor Society to host 
its 4th annual “Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Walk” and its 
3rd annual “Pink Out” event, 
designed to raise awareness 
about breast cancer.

The walk is slated from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 26. Line-up will begin at 
10:45 a.m. in front of the Wil-
liam Sutton Administration 
Building. 

Everyone is encouraged to 
show their support by wearing 
purple or blue.

Individuals are asked to 
sport pink apparel during the 
“Pink Out” event, which will 
be hosted from 11 a.m. to noon 

Tuesday, Oct. 31, in Room 
108 of the William Sutton Ad-
ministration Building.

Both events are free and 
open to the general public.

According to MVSU Asso-
ciate Professor of Social Work 
Lucille Durham-Lacy, one the 
events’ organizers, both issues 
affect the local community 
and demand attention.

“In the Department of So-
cial Work, one of our goals is 
to bring awareness to pertinent 
social issues,” she said. “Nor-
mally, individuals only think 
about breast cancer awareness 
during the month of October, 
but domestic violence is also 
an issue that impacts in our 
community and across the 
globe.”

Both events will be used as 
a platform to educate the pub-
lic, Durham-Lacy said.

A brief program will be held 
prior to the Domestic Violence 
Awareness Walk that will fea-
ture three survivors.

The “Pink Out” event will 
be highlighted by a keynote 
address from breast cancer 
survivor Sherri Felder-Reeves 
of Lexington, Miss.

In addition to bringing 
awareness, the event will also 
inform individuals about the 
warning signs of breast cancer 
and prevention.

Also a breast cancer sur-
vivor, Durham-Lacy knows 
fi rst-hand that the information 
shared could be life-saving.

“Our goal is to make every-
one aware that breast cancer is 
out there and it not only affects 
females but males as well,” 
she said. “You can never bring 
enough awareness to this is-
sue. Breast cancer is some-
thing that can impact every 
single person on this earth at 
any moment.”

While the events are just one 
day, Durham-Lacy hopes it 
will ignite a dialogue that will 
prompt awareness year-round 

“Our hope is that through 
these events we can educate in-
dividuals and motivate them to 
bring awareness the remaining 
364 days of the year,” she said.

For questions or more in-
formation, contact organizers 
Durham-Lacy at (662) 254-
3372; Latosha Ceasar at (662) 
254-3055; or Chetara Epps 
(662) 254-3054.

Brandon law enforcement offi cer 
assisted federal health response 
to Hurricanes Irma, Maria 

MVSU to raise domestic violence, 
breast cancer awareness

Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response Kadlec dis-
cusses response to Hurricane Irma with medical responders.

NDMS responders help residents move into shelter.

Maranda Guess, a nurse in the pediatric Emergency Department, 
makes notes on incoming “patients” as part of the Medical Center’s 
mass casualty drill.

Mass casualty exercise 
tests UMMC emergency, 
med-com readinessThe Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

UMMC Division of Public Affairs



FILM REVIEW:
“NOVITIATE”
ASPIRING NUN 
STRUGGLES WITH VOWS 
IN COMING-OF-AGE DRAMA

Cathleen Harris (Margaret 
Qualley) was being raised in 
rural Tennessee in the fi fties 
when she started exhibiting 
an interest in God at an early 
age. That fi xation was a little 
disconcerting to her single 
mom (Julianne Nicholson), an 
avowed atheist.

With Cathleen’s absentee fa-
ther (Chris Zylka) rarely around, 
she only had the Catholic school 
her daughter attended to blame 
for cultivating the obsessive in-

terest in religion. By the time 
she was a teenager, her faith had 
grown so strong that she wanted 
to become a nun. And, over her 
mother’s objections, she fol-
lowed the calling and entered 
the convent at 15.

She donned a habit, placed 
the honorifi c “Sister” in front of 
Cathleen and dropped her sur-
name entirely. But it would still 
take years of training before 
she would be allowed to take 
her fi nal vows. First, she had 
to prove herself worthy during 
her postulance, the tough pro-

bationary period testing a nov-
ice’s commitment to silence, 
poverty, obedience and chastity. 

At least Cathleen wasn’t 
alone at the convent. She be-
friended a number of equally-
pious females there who were 
also contemplating ascetic lives 
as wives of Christ. However, 
the whole lot of them were al-
ways at the beck and call of 
Reverend Mother (Melissa 
Leo), a sadistic taskmaster who 
delighted in torturing them, as 
if that were the best way of 
weeding out the uncertain.

That is the point of departure 
of Novitiate, an introspective 
coming-of-age drama written 
and directed by Margaret Betts 
(The Carrier).

The compelling character 
portrait borders on the claustro-
phobic in its effort to plumb the 
depths of Cathleen’s tortured 
soul as she debates whether or 
not she’s meant to enter the order.

The picture’s plot thickens 
in the mid-sixties after Pope 
John XXIII issues a series of 
16 historic proclamations. Be-
sides calling for Sunday mass 

to henceforth be said in native 
languages in instead of Latin, 
he lowered the standing of sis-
ters to that of any lay believer.

Stripped of their status, 
90,000 nuns soon renounced 
their vows and returned to pri-
vate life. But what effect would 
this have on someone just 
embarking on her career, like 
Cathleen?

Reminiscent in different 
ways of Doubt (2008), The 
Exorcist (1973), The Passion 
of the Christ (2004) and Para-
dise: Faith (2012), Novitiate 

is nevertheless a novel adven-
ture offering a plausible look at 
the internal angst of a female 
weighing whether or not she’s 
meant to be a nun; sisterhood 
as a divinely inspired, yet very 
intimate and solitary path!

Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for profanity, sexu-

ality and nudity
Running time: 123 minutes
Production Studio: Maven 

Pictures / Novitiate Produc-
tions

Distributor: Sony Pictures 
Classics

 By Kam Williams
Columnist
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PLUS...Showcase artists, a salute to all 30 years or more radio veter-
ans & The Diamond Gospel Music Awardsd honoring Pastor Luther 
Barnes, Esther Wooten, Tyrone Porter, Bishop Kenneth Robinson, 
Charles Evers, Torrez Harris, Donald & Kathy Lockett, Marion & 
Tommy Williams, Percy Davis, Dr. Jerry Young, Apostle Clarence 

Walsh, Dr. Isiac Jackson, Dr. R.K.Moore, Darrell Luster
Jesse Thompson and Councilman Kenneth Stokes

Hosted by
Dr. Isaac Lindsey, Larry Armstrong
George Winford and Jonas Q. Ross

Early Bird Tickets $20 Advance Tickets $25 Limited VIP Tickets $50
VIP Tickets include dinner, special VIP seating and entrance to a meet and greet reception

Get tickets at Next Level, MS Coliseum Box Offi ce, Hallelujah 95.5 FM, 90.1 FM.  
in Jackson, Soul 1150 AM Wong in Canton, WAGR-FM 102.5 & WXTN-AM 

1000 Radio in Lexington, Inspiration 97.1 FM-WTSY in Port Gibson, 
The Mississippi Performing Artists @ www.eventbrite.com

ALSO buy tickets using the $CASH app on your cell phone (I.D. $isaaclindseysr)

A portion of the poceeds will benefi t Gospel Quartets of America, NFPO

For more info regarding  sponsorship, vendors and hotel, 
please call or text 662-753-6806 or 662-356-1025 

or visit www.praiseinthehouseradio.com or www.nextleveljxn.com

Presented by Hallelujah 95.5, 90.1 FM-WMPR, Power 102.5 FM-WAGR, Praise 
1000 AM-WXTN Soul 1150 AM-WONG & 97.1 FM-WTSY, ITSL & GQA

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S 
URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION 
PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 
70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST 
THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S 
BIGGEST HITS. 



25th Tougaloo College Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
Jackson, Miss.  •  October 13, 2017

National Coalition of 100 Black Women 
Central Mississippi Chapter

25th Founder’s Day Celebration  •  Jackson, Miss.  •  October 22, 2017

Jackson, Miss.  •  October 13, 2017
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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BOOK REVIEW:
“CROWN: AN ODE 
TO THE FRESH CUT”
BYDERRICK BARNES, 
  ILLUSTRATED BY GORDON C. JAMES
  C.2017, BOLDEN
  $17.95 / HIGHER IN CANADA  •  32 PAGES

“Lookin’ great, man!”
Those three words can make 

you feel ten feet tall. You want to 
strut when someone says you’re 
fl y because it’s true. You are, 
and in “Crown: An Ode to the 
Fresh Cut” by Derrick Barnes, 
illustrated by Gordon C. James, 
you’ll see it happen.

When you walked in the door 
of the barber shop, you were just 
a kid with raggedy hair, “a lump 
of clay… a slab of marble,” like 
in an art studio, ready to be mold-
ed into someone new and fresh. 

You’ll barely remember all that, 
though, once you sit down in the 
chair and before you’re covered 
with a cape like a superhero.

What are you gonna have? 
Short, “locs,” waves, bald, a 
fade, what’ll it be? Whatever it 
is, it’s going to change your life. 
You might do better in school 
with all that confi dence. You 
might be a star. For sure, the 
girls are going to love the way 
you look because “it frames your 
swagger.”

The guy on one side of you 
has a “faux-hawk,” and he’s 
checking his phone. Maybe he’s 

the owner of a business or some-
body infl uential.

Guy on the other side looks 
“majestic.” He’s tall and proud 
with a big smile on his face. 
Nobody would mess with 
him. “That’s how important he 
looks.”

“Dude” across the room is 
looking at himself in a mirror, 
admiring what’s been done to 
the side of his head. He looks 
important, too. So does the guy 
with the cornrows, the man with 
locs, and the woman who’s just 
in for a quick trim. There are 
times when “that’s all you ever 

need.”
And then your time in the chair 

is done. A little sting of fi nishing 
product and you look great. You 
feel even better, like when you 
ace a test or your mother calls 
you “beautiful” because you are, 
to her. The cape is whisked off. 
You pay the man because “It was 
worth it. It always is” when you 
become your best.

As a parent or grandpar-
ent, there’s a good chance that 
you’ve noticed how many books 
about hair are for African Ameri-
can women or girls.

Not this time. “Crown: An 

Ode to the Fresh Cut” is abso-
lutely for boys and young men.

Not quite with a poem, not 
quite with a story, author Derrick 
Barnes gives voice to the my-
thology that’s wrapped around 
the black barber shop. It’s a sort 
of secret club, in this fi ctional 
boy’s mind, and he can’t help 
but see every detail as he savors 
it. That makes a great story but 
really, the tale here would the 

lesser without artwork from 
Gordon James; I read this book 
three times, in quick succession, 
just so I could appreciate its pic-
tures again and again.

Perfect for boys ages 7 to 
12, this is also sharable with 
any man who loves his trip to 
the barber. It’s inspiring, a little 
nostalgic, and fun to read – and 
for that, “Crown” is a book you 
should be looking for.

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 15)

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Andrew Jackson

© Feature Exchange

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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“Happy Birthday 
Mississippi Link” 

on your 24th year 
of publishing.

Your commitment to 
the community you 
serve is exceptional.

Centurion Systems, Inc.
Automation Systems for Industry

With over 36 years of Experience .

Hugh Latham, President
1304 East Wendover Avenue

Greensboro, NC 27405



LOCAL

“When I fi rst moved to Mississippi, I was disturbed 
by the local news in Jackson. I felt that every time 
I watched the news or read the state’s mainstream 
newspaper, I always was bombarded with negative 
news about African Americans. Nothing was ever pos-
itive as far as I could tell. After three or four months 
of complaining, a friend suggested that the next time 
I visited my local grocery store to look for The Mis-
sissippi Link Newspaper. I did just that and found it 
at the McDade’s in Fondern. I sought information on 
how to become an online subscriber and immediately 
took advantage of that. Thank you Mississippi Link 
for sharing positive stories of African Americans in 
Mississippi. We are more than a perception.”

Sharon Sims
Network Analyst

The Mississippi Link is a very important publication which 
links Mississippi to the world. It’s print and online editions are 
packed with extremely valuable news and informational content 
that helps readers to form and shape important decisions and 
opinions. In my opinion, The Mississippi Link ranks at the top as 
one of the leading African-Americans newspapers of our nation. 
In this day and time of the onslaught of social media and its of-
ten negative impact on the survival of print newspapers (dailies 
and weeklies), I am proud and grateful that The Mississippi Link 
is still doing what it does best: being the “Keepers of the Knowl-
edge For People That Speak The Truth Since 1993.” One of the 
proudest moments and most valuable learning experiences of 
my communication career happened while serving as editor of 
The Mississippi Link.

Gail Brown
Former Editor

“I enjoy going to Piccadilly in the Jackson Medical Mall, once a week for 
lunch with some very close friends. One of the highlights of going to this lo-
cation is because I get my weekly copy of The Mississippi Link Newspaper. 
To read positive stories about African Americans brings me joy. Thank you 
Mississippi Link for being a voice in our community.”

Naomi Smith
Retired Educator

“I’m a truck driver, I’m always on the road. I’ve seen the country and 
when I tell people that I’m from Mississippi they laugh. They laugh because 
of what they’ve been taught, what they’ve heard or read about Mississippi. I 
use your newspaper to share what is really happening in Mississippi. Thank 
you Mississippi Link for helping me educate others about our great state.”

Christ Pitchford
Truck Driver

“I’m a Mississippi girl living a California life. While I enjoy my job and 
the city that I call home now, the saying is true, there’s no place like home. 
I miss the southern hospitality and miss going to places where everybody 
knows my name. Thank you Mississippi Link for keeping me connected to 
my home state. It’s because of this publication that I’m keenly aware of the 
issues and happenings in Mississippi.”

Tabatha Smith
TV Host

“As a business owner, I think it is important to stay connected and up to 
date on news and events happening across the state. The Mississippi Link 
provides that information for me. Thank you Mississippi Link for being a 
portal of information for this small business owner…thanks for being a 
positive light for so many.”

James Taylor
Web Designer

“There are times when I pick up the MS Link and begin to read it and I’m 
just amazed at how well the articles are written. I just recently read about 
College Hill Baptist Church pastor’s anniversary it was awesome. It was if 
I was right in the midst of the service. I appreciate reading all the articles 
and commend you for publishing your weekly paper to our community. May 
God continue to bless your business. Thank you.”

Annie Colbert Course

Storytelling is a traditional way that people of African dissent connect, 
educate, warn and encourage. In this day and age of media saturated with 
sensationalism, the Mississippi Link newspaper remains a pillar of integrity 
and in depth storytelling. With so many changes happening in our world a 
reliable source for news is paramount. The Mississippi Link is that reliable 
source updating us about news happening around the world while provid-
ing a global platform for the phenomenal people, places and events in Mis-
sissippi.

Deja Abdul-haqq
Former Editor

The Mississippi Link continues to reach unique audiences in Mississippi 
and the nation by sharing stories that mainstream media may often avoid. 
The Link is ingrained in community news that is impactful and meaningful 
and doesn’t shy away from being the community’s voice to Mississippi.

Shanderia Posey
Former Editor

What people are saying 
about The Mississippi Link
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Tougaloo College’s 

2nd Annual 
Forty Under 

Forty 
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October 25 - 31, 2017

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

TOP  SIRLOIN
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$379

FAMILY  PACK

SIRLOIN  END
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

89¢

PINERIDGE  FARMS

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$999

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

JUMBO
BISCUITS
16  OZ.  ..................................... 

4/$5
CRYSTAL  FARMS

SHREDDED
CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ.  ..................................   

2/$4
REG. /  LIGHT  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SOUR  CREAM
16  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$3
SELECT

SUNNY  D
PUNCH
64  OZ. ......................................  

$100

FROZEN  

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
WAFFLES
10  CT. ...................................... 

3/$5
@ EASE

PIZZA  BITES
20  OZ. .......................................... 

2/$5
SELECT  VARIETIES

RED  BARON
PIZZAS
14.76 - 22.63  OZ. ................................ 

$299

piggly wiggly
1574 West Government Blvd.

BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping

Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$279

FAMILY  PACK  SPLIT

FRYER
BREAST

PER  LB.

$159

FRYER  

LEG
QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$499

FRESH  EXPRESS

SALADS
AMERICAN,  ITALIAN,  

VEGGIE  LOVERS,  9 -11  OZ.

$189

USDA  CHOICE

SHOULDER
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$299

SAVINGS  ON 

ARMOUR
HOT  DOGS

12  OZ.

89¢

SELECT  VARIETIES

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES

24 - 28  OZ.

2/$5

RED  OR  GOLD  DELICIOUS

APPLES
3  LB.  BAG

$249

FAMILY  PACK

WESTERN  STYLE
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$129

SELECT  CONECUH

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

16  OZ.

$379

GUIDRY'S

CATFISH
FILLETS

4  LB.  BOX

$1599

BAGGED  RUSSET
POTATOES

4  LB.

$129




