
At a presidential debate watch event 
Sept. 26, in Jackson, it was clear the 
crowd was pro Hillary Clinton.

About 100 people gathered for a view-
ing of the historic debate at the Missis-
sippi Roadmap to Health Equity, Inc. as 
Secretary of State Clinton squared off 
against businessman Donald Trump. 

The candidates were questioned by 
moderator Lester Holt on issues ranging 
from national security to race relations 

in the country to their plans to grow the 
U.S. economy.

There were lots of sighs and grunts as 
Trump stated his case without actually 
replying to questions asked and continu-
ally interrupted Clinton and the modera-
tor during the debate.

Reactions from attendees were gener-
ally that Clinton was the stronger, more 
prepared candidate in the debate.

Sharon Bridges, of Rho Lambda 
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority Inc., which co-sponsored 
the watch party along with Women for 
Progress, Jackson Professional Group 
and S.T.A.N.D., said what stood out for 
her was Trump’s failure to “provide one 
iota of evidence of what he will do to 

COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa 
– Unmoved by harsh debate 
reviews, a defiant Donald 
Trump showed no sign Sept. 
28, of embracing any big 
changes before his second 
faceoff with Hillary Clinton, 
pressing ahead with a strategy 

focused on speaking directly 
to his white working-class 
loyalists across the Midwest.

Democrat Clinton, mean-
while, pushed to improve her 
standing among younger vot-
ers with the help of the presi-
dent, Sen. Bernie Sanders and 
other key allies, 48 hours after 
her debate performance that 

seemed to spark badly needed 
enthusiasm.

Those closest to Trump in-
sisted the Republican presi-
dential nominee was satisfied 
with the Sept. 26 debate, even 
as prominent voices within 
his own party called for more 
serious preparation next time 
following an opening con-

frontation marked by missed 
opportunities and missteps.

“Why would we change if 
we won the debate?” former 
New York Mayor Rudy Gi-
uliani, a key Trump ally and 
traveling partner this week, 
told The Associated Press. 
“Donald Trump is going to 
prepare for debates the way 

Donald Trump prepares for 
debates.”

The next debate is Oct. 9.
Unlike Clinton, Trump is 

not planning to participate in 
any mock debates, although 
he is likely to incorporate 
what one person described as 
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There are literally only 
days left for Mississippians 
to register to vote in order to 
cast their ballots in the Nov. 8 
presidential election, and The 
Mississippi Link is doing its 
part to ensure as many people 
as possible get registered.

During the Cure Sickle 
Cell Foundation’s 5K Walk, 
Run, Ride Sept. 25 at Thalia 
Mara Hall, The Link’s vendor 
table also served as a voter 
registration table.

While most individuals who 
stopped by the table were reg-
istered voters, a few people did 
update their information on the 

forms, while others actually 
registered.

“The Mississippi Link wanted 
to get involved in voter regis-
tration because we feel it is our 
responsibility to remind every 
eligible voter that their voice 
needs to be heard, especially 
in this election,” said Jackie 
Hampton, publisher. “We can-

not sit back and complain on 
issues that affect us. We need to 
have a voice in who will rep-
resent our best interests. Too 
many people have fought for 
the rights of every person to be 
able to vote regardless of race 
or gender or religious beliefs  

Mississippi Link offers voter registration
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Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton will face off in the next presidential debate Oct. 9 at Washington University in St. Louis, Mo. PHOTO COURTESY OF NBCNEWS.COM
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Local watch party 
attendees favor Clinton

With plans to celebrate the ac-
complishments of five African-
American women celebrities native 
to Mississippi, the first Boss Lady 
Diamond Gala is set for 6 p.m. Oct. 
8, at the Mississippi Grammy Mu-
seum in Cleveland.

The women to be honored are 
Actress Cassie Davis, American 
Idol first-runnerup LaPorsha Re-
nea, Mary Parker, a multimillion-
aire CEO; Mablean Ephriam, real-
ity TV judge; and Monica Parker, a 
producer for Steve Harvey.

Having the gala was the brain-
child of Pam Chatman, the first Af-
rican-American woman to become 
a news director for a television 
station in Mississippi when she 
worked for WABG-TV in Green-
ville starting in 1998. Chatman is 
the founder of Boss Lady and now 
works as a motivational speaker, 
community advocate and business 
consultant. Through her business, 
she offers self-worth programs for 
girls titled “I Am a Diamond” and 
programs for women titled “Dia-
mond in the Rough.”

“I felt it was important to try to 
bring back women from Missis-
sippi, particularly African-Amer-
ican women, to share their stories 
to empower and educate others,” 
Chatman said. “Who better to bring 
back than these black ladies.”

Chatman began thinking about 
having the event some two years 
ago. At the time she was in the 
midst of back and forth travel be-
tween the Delta and Los Angeles 
exploring all sorts of Hollywood 
opportunities.

She was also working on a real-
ity show called “Breaking Green-
ville,” which was filmed in Green-
ville. Since then she has made 
appearances on “The Today Show” 
and “The Talk.”

Being from the South, she says 
she faced some judgment on ex-
actly what she could offer. But 
when people heard her speak, she 
said they told her, “You speak with 

Gala to honor 
5 native
Mississippians

Despite harsh reviews, Trump resists new debate approach

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

Congressman Bennie Thomp-
son held an open house Sept. 25, 
at his Jackson campaign head-
quarters, 3607 Medgar Evers 
Blvd.

Sandra McCall, Friends of 
Bennie Thompson Jackson co-
ordinator, said that the open 

house was the official kickoff for 
Thompson’s 2016 General Elec-
tion campaign for re-election to 
the 2nd Congressional District 
in Mississippi. Thompson, a 
seasoned incumbent, was first 
elected in 1993.

“I am happy to be here to sup-
port my congressman and my 
friend. He has truly been a cham-

pion for the people of the 2nd 
Congressional District as well as 
for the state of Mississippi,” said 
Eddie J. Fair, Hinds County Tax 
Collector. “We want to continue 
to have him fight for us all.”

McCall, who seemed pleased 
with the open house, said it was 
a great time of fellowship with 
friends and neighbors. 

“The open house was an ex-
cellent opportunity for us to 
energize our base. As our most 
populous county, we understand 
how important it is for us to work 
well with the community,” she 
said. McCall also said being lo-
cated in the heart of Jackson, she 

Thompson kicks off re-election campaign 
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Pictured are Rep. Bennie Thompson (from left), Eddie Fair, Jim Evans, 
Terry Johnson, William Dilday and Latrice Westbrook. PHOTO BY KEVIN 
BRADLEY



was inviting all willing hearts to 
get involved in efforts to re-elect 
Thompson and to elect Hillary 
Clinton as the next president of 
the United States. She asked for 
volunteers and supporters to call 
(601) 366-2911 or just stop by to 
say hello.

 “Over the next few weeks we 
plan to continue building the ex-
citement needed for democrats 
to keep the White House and ce-
ment President Obama’s legacy” 
she said.

Also running for the 2nd 
Congressional District post 
are Republican John Bouie II, 
Third Party candidates Johnny 
McLeod (Reform) and Troy Ray 
(Independent).
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power.”
Chatman says she eventually earned the nickname “The New 

Oprah of the South” as people often gravitate toward her for gen-
eral advice about life questions.

She’s now under contract with RKD Management in Los Ange-
les as a motivational speaker and actor.  She’s currently working 
on a new reality show to be filmed in the Delta called “Mississippi 
Boss Lady.” Interviews for cast members will begin in November. 

During the gala, each honoree will share their stories of success. 
Seven Delta residents, who Chatman calls “Glass Ceiling Break-
ers” will also be honored. They are Nicole and Victoria Watkins, 
twin sisters; Freddie White Johnson, Mable Starks, Clara Reed, 
Trina George and Sade Turnipseed. 

Chatman will also be honored during the gala when Congress-
man Bennie Thompson inducts her into the Congressional Re-
cords of History.

Tickets for the black-tie affair are $50.
For more information, contact Chapman at (662) 588-2019.
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“tweaks” to his strategy.
Specifically, Trump is likely to spend more time 

working on specific answers and sharpening his at-
tacks after spending much of the first meeting on 
defense, said that person, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity to discuss internal campaign strategy.

That may not be enough to satisfy concerned Re-
publicans.

Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich said Trump 
should have been better prepared and he recom-
mended that the candidate work harder with skilled 
coaches. He said, “What you need is people who are 
professional debaters.”

South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham said simply: 
“The only advice I could give him, and take it for 
what it’s worth, prepare better.”

The New York businessman struggled to attack 
Clinton consistently on the debate stage Monday 
night, but he has lashed out at her aggressively in 
the days since. He attacked her record as the nation’s 
chief diplomat during a Sept. 28 appearance in Chi-
cago. He went further at a later rally in Iowa.

“If she ever got the chance, she would put the Oval 
Office up for sale,” Trump told hundreds gathered 
in a Council Bluffs convention hall the day before 
early voting begins in the battleground state.

Clinton, meanwhile, sought Sept. 28 to parlay her 
widely praised debate performance into stronger 
support from women, young Americans and other 
critical voter groups. She got help from her party’s 
biggest stars.

President Barack Obama hammered the billionaire 
over his business practices and treatment of women 
in an interview aired on Steve Harvey’s radio show, 
which is particularly popular among black audienc-
es. The Democratic president said his own legacy 
was “on the ballot” in November. He also suggested 
that Clinton wasn’t getting enough credit, possibly 
because she’s a woman.

And his wife, first lady Michelle Obama, accused 
Trump of trying to undermine her husband’s presi-
dency for years by questioning his birthplace. Trump 
publicly admitted the president was born in America 
for the first time earlier in the month after spend-
ing years raising questions about the authenticity of 
Obama’s birth certificate.

“Trust me, a candidate is not going to suddenly 
change” once in office, Mrs. Obama said at a rally 
for Clinton in Pennsylvania. In a dig at Trump’s re-
ality TV show background, she added: “It is not an 
apprenticeship.”

Pictured are Rep. Bennie Thompson (left) and William Dil-
day. PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY Pictured are Jim Evans (left) and Patrice Westbrook.

“I felt it was important to try to bring back 
women from Mississippi, particularly African-

American women, to share their stories to 
empower and educate others.”

– Pam Chatman



and we need to exercise this 
right, like never before.

“So much is at stake in the 
upcoming presidential election. 
We have an inexperienced can-
didate running for office who 
operates like a loose cannon; a 
candidate that insults women 
and minorities and lacks integ-
rity. We need to elect a president 
that is experienced and ready to 
serve all Americans in the high-
est office of this county. Afri-
can Americans, especially need 
someone who understands the 
necessity of insuring justice for 
all.

“The same holds true for the 
general election. We must en-
courage citizens of this state 
that are not registered to exer-
cise their right to vote in order 
to influence who represents 
us in our general election. We 
must come together and elect 
people we trust to represent our 
best interests and who we feel 
can serve us with integrity. We 
want everyone to register to 
vote prior to Oct. 8, so that they 
can participate in the upcoming 
general election.”

In addition to offering voter 
registration Sept. 25, The Link 
was also present Sept. 27 at 
Tougaloo College for its Voter 
Education Series discussions 
taking place at the Bennie E. 
Thompson building on campus. 

The six-part series is open 
to the public and began Sept. 
15. Other discussions include 
“Voting Rights and College 
Students” on Sept. 29,  “Vote: 
Building a Unified Power 

Base,” on Oct. 4, and “Nobody 
is Free til’ Everybody is Free” 
on Oct. 6.

A reception is planned for 
the Oct. 6 event. In attendance 
will be civil rights activist and 
former leader of Mississippi’s 
Student Nonviolent Coordinat-
ing Committee Bob Moses as 
well as Reena Evers, daughter 
of slain civil rights leader Med-
gar Evers.

Mississippi is one of only 
two states that require voters to 
register a month before an elec-
tion. Forms must be postmarked 
or hand delivered to the Circuit 
Clerk’s office in the county for 
which a person is registering 30 
days before an election.

Forms can be obtained on-
line from Mississippi Secretary 
of State’s Office at www.sos.
ms.gov. 

A few things to keep in mind: 
a form allows a person to reg-
ister or change their name and/
or address; if you are registering 
in Mississippi for the first time 
and do not have a Mississippi 
driver’s license, a photo ID or 
copy of a current utility bill, 
bank statement, government 
check, paycheck or government 
document showing your name 
and address must be sent with 
the application.

Individuals convicted of cer-
tain crimes are prohibited from 
registering. 

On Election Day, a photo ID 
is required to vote.

For more information, go to 
www.MSVoterID.ms.gov or call 
(844) 678-6837. 

Gail H. M. Brown and 
her mother, Mary 
Ann Marshall
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assist with racial reconciliation.”
“I think it was an interesting debate. I re-

ally enjoyed our crowd tonight I think ev-
eryone was engaged in the conversation,” 
said Willie Jones, president of Women for 
Progress of Mississippi, Inc., which spon-
sored the watch party. “I don’t know if we 
found out a lot new tonight,” she said, but 
the conversations have started.

“I thought Secretary Clinton had valid 
points on economic stabilization, racial 
reconciliation, problems with bringing the 
country back together again, looking at 
police violence, criminal justice reform,” 
Bridges said. “I was listening intently to 
her responses on those issues.”

Kathryn Perry, president of WPBQ 94.3 
radio said she was impressed with how 
Clinton handled herself against Trump. 
“Especially on questions of race relations 
as well as pointing out Trump’s business 
dealing,” Perry said.

State Rep. Kathy Sykes said Secretary 
Clinton was very prepared for the debate. 
“And tonight truly showed that Donald 
Trump is not fit to serve as president of 
the United States. The issues that were 
raised around law enforcement, race and 
economic development, Clinton’s answers 
were on point and Trump just wasn’t pre-
pared.”

The national media reported heavily 
about Clinton’s preparation for the debate, 
some even saying she was “too prepared.” 
To that she answered, “I think Donald just 
criticized me for preparing for this debate. 
And yes I did. And you know what else I 
prepared for? I prepared to be president. 
And I think that’s a good thing.”

Jackson City Councilman De’Keither 
Stamps said more involvement from veter-
ans is needed in the political process. “We 
got a big question to ask ourselves about 
where we want our country to go,” Stamps 
said. “What I’m calling for is for veterans 

to get involved because civilians are tear-
ing our country apart. About 40 percent of 
all civilians in office need to be replaced 
by veterans. Just like we built this country 
after the American Revolution, after World 
War II, after Vietnam, veterans came back 
and invaded the system and that’s what 
needs to happen with this generation of 
veterans.” 

Jim Griffith, CEO of Griffith Financial 

Services, LLC, said the most important 
part of the debate was the character of the 
candidates. “It was the quality of the an-
swers as it relates to the American people 
and what’s important in regard to national 
security, creation of jobs, employment ed-
ucation and racial equality for all Ameri-
cans,” Griffith said.

Stephanie R. Jones can be reached at 
srjones13@gmail.com or (601) 454-0372.

Pictured are Mississippi Roadmap to Health Equity staff member Attorney Ermea Russell (from 
left) Vickie Jenkins, Willie Jones, President of Women for Progress, Monica Wilson, Beneta Burt, 
Juanita Brown, Theresa Kennedy and Precious Malembeka.  PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

Theodore Carter, 10, operates his lemonade 
stand during the presidential debate watch 
party Sept. 26. 

Theodore Carter, 10, operates his lemon-
ade stand during the presidential debate 
watch party Monday. 

Rep. Kathy Sykes explained how Donald 
Trump “is not fit to serve as President” fol-
lowing the debate Sept. 26.
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Funeral services for Mary Ann 
Marshall, 86, the mother of for-
mer Mississippi Link editor Gail 
H. M. Brown, will be held at 1 
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 2, at Rosebank 
M.B. Church, Rosebank/Mt. Ol-
ive Road in Lexington, Miss. (off 
Highway 12).

Burial will be in the Rosebank 
Cemetery followed by a repast 
at Acona Volunteer Fire Station/
Community Center on Rosebank/
Mt. Olive Road in the Acona com-
munity of Holmes County.

Arrangements are entrusted to 
Porter and Sons Funeral Home 
in Lexington. The funeral home’s 

phone number is (662) 834-3198.
In lieu of flowers, the family 

would like those who so desire to 
make a tax-deductible donation in 
memory of Mary Ann Marshall to:

Alzheimer’s Mississippi, Inc.
855 S. Pear Orchard Road
Ridgeland, MS 39157
Please make your check pay-

able to Alzheimer’s Mississippi, 
Inc.

All Alzheimer’s Mississippi, 
Inc. donations remain in Missis-
sippi to help fight this horrible 
disease.

Cards and condolences may be 
mailed to the family at P. O. Box 
32, Clinton, MS 39060.

Funeral services set for Mary Ann Marshall
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Cure Sickle Cell Walk 
brings out hundreds 
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Hundreds came out for the Cure Sickle Cell Foundation’s 11th annual 5K 
Walk, Run and Ride Sept. 25 at the Thalia Mara Hall in Jackson. Several Greek 
organizations and the AARP were among groups on hand to support the event. 
Family members of sickle cell survivors and those who have passed from 
sickle cell disease attended to celebrate and honor the lives of their loved ones. 
Dr. Larry Nixon, and wife, Dee Bookert Nixon, started the Cure Sickle Cell 
Foundation about 14 years ago after their son Jaden was born with sickle cell 
disease. The walk is the foundation’s largest fundraiser of the year.

During the September 8th board meeting, several community organizations 
and leaders were recognized by the HCSD board for their support and contri-
butions to students across the district. Board President Linda Laws said that 
it is important to show our appreciation to those who have demonstrated their 
commitment to preparing students for tomorrow’s leaders.

First Baptist Church-
Raymond recognized 
for their support to 
student success. Scott 
Alexander, youth 
pastor, accepted the 
award from Lorenzo, 
Grimes, principal/ 
Raymond High 
School.

Scott Alexander rec-
ognized by the HCSD 
board for outstanding 
support to the HCSD 

and community. Linda 
Laws, board president 

pictured presenting 
the award.

Mike Wilkerson, MS. 
ATC was recognized by 
the board and athletic 
director for his outstand-
ing support and contribu-
tions to student athletics 
and safety in the HCSD. 
Pictured L-R: Robbie 
Anderson, board member 
and Cliff Newell, district 
athletic director.
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Careers in healthcare often come from life expe-
riences that put people up close and personal with 
matters of life and death.

Tiffany Roberts and Al Brennan, both of Pearl and 
prospective students in programs offered at Hinds’ 
Jackson Campus-Nursing/Allied Health Center, see 
nursing school as chances to repay or improve on 
gifts of life.

“When I was 15, my brother had an accident and 
spent several months in an ICU,” said Roberts, a 
mother of three who’s ready to go back to school 
in the medical field. “I knew at that point in time, 
standing in his room, what I wanted to do.”

Brennan used to work behind the camera making 
television commercials. A series of medical experi-
ences led to a switch to healthcare. Now, he’s a men-
tal health technician with his sights set on a career of 
service in nursing.

“My grandmother had Alzheimer’s, then my son 
and I have been to an ER in the past, and I’ve been 
through bad experiences,” he said. “It was just the 
insensitivity in patient care that really got my at-
tention. I’d want to be the type of nurse that would 
want to reach out and show compassion, work with 
doctors and help the patient.”

Both were among about 120 people who attended 
the 2016 Nursing and Allied Health Showcase Sept. 
6 at NAHC.

Prospective students and others toured the campus’ 
learning labs, spoke with faculty, explored the col-
lege’s 13 health-related and two short-term programs 
and got the latest on requirements and deadlines.

“Guests spoke with our faculty one-on-one to 
learn about our programs of study and the promising 
careers in healthcare that Hinds graduates obtain,” 
said Kathryn Cole, district director of Enrollment 
Services.

Programs showcased included Associate Degree 
Nursing (RN), Dental Assisting Technology, Diag-
nostic Medical Sonography, Emergency Medical 
Science, Health Information Technology, Health 
Care Assistant, Medical Assisting Technology, 
Medical Laboratory Technology, Physical Therapist 
Assistant, Practical Nursing, Radiologic Technol-
ogy, Respiratory Care Technology, Surgical Tech-
nology, and two short-term programs, Nursing As-
sistant and Phlebotomy.

“Graduates of our programs are employed at rates 
of 90 to 100 percent within a year of graduation and 
consistently meet national benchmarks for licen-
sure/registry pass rates,” said Dr. Libby Mahaffey, 
dean of Nursing and Allied Health.

The program’s solid reputation brought Rachel 
Norton, of Clinton, back to earn additional creden-

tials as she builds her career.
“I’m already a graduate of Hinds,” Norton said. 

“I’ve come back to complete the Physical Therapy 
Assistant program.”

Alexis Vaughn, 16, of Brandon, has graduated a 
year early from high school and already has the en-
ergy to serve. She’s considering Hinds for the pro-
gram’s successes and its proximity to home.

“Nursing is something I’ve always wanted to do 
because I like helping people and the impact nurses 
have on people’s lives,” Vaughn said.

Technical and associate degree programs at 
NAHC are nationally accredited by specialty ac-
crediting organizations. The career programs meet 
state accreditation/approval guidelines.

The Jackson Campus-Nursing/Allied Health 
Center is located at 1750 Chadwick Drive.

For more information on individual programs, 
call (601) 376-4807 or visit http://www.hindscc.edu. 

Young, older students start 
nursing careers at Hinds CC
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Alexis Vaughn, center foreground, speaks about the 
Dr. George Ball Simulation Center with support staff 
member Lesa McFarland at the Fall 2016 Nursing 
Showcase at Hinds Community College Jackson 
Campus-Nursing/Allied Health Center. From left, 
Vaughn’s mother and sister, Marsha and Madison 
Vaughn. On the table is a manikin used to simulate 
various life functions in the simulation facility. 

Rachel Norton, of Clinton, seeks information about 
continuing her education at the 2016 Fall Nursing 
Showcase at Hinds Community College Jackson 
Campus-Nursing/Allied Health Center. PHOTOS BY 
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE/APRIL GARON



The Diabetes Foundation of 
Mississippi will hold its Walk for 
Diabetes in Jackson Oct. 2, at the 
Southern Farm Bureau Life In-
surance office, 1401 Livingston 
Lane.

This year’s theme is “Be Some-
one’s Hero.”

The Diabetes Foundation of 
Mississippi will walk to raise 
awareness about diabetes in Mis-
sissippi, to raise funds to support 
DFM programs and events and to 
celebrate and remember all those 
in Mississippi who have diabe-
tes. Every dollar raised will stay 
in Mississippi to go toward the 

Diabetes Foundation’s education 
and assistance programs, includ-
ing Camp Kandu, the state’s only 
camp for children with diabetes 
and their families, “Sweet Sub-
jects” school diabetes education, 
“We Care 2” backpacks for newly 
diagnosed children and assistance 
for needy Mississippians and 
more. 

This year’s honorary chair-
men are Dwayne Blaylock, CEO 
of Merit Health River Oaks and 
Larry Ratzlaff, regional president 
and EVP of Origin Bank. 

The Mississippi Corvette Club 
will once again kick off the walk, 
joining the DFM’s Kandu Kids at 

the starting line.
Registration for the walk starts 

at 1 p.m. and the one-mile family 
fun run and 3.1 mile walk will be-
gin at 2 p.m. A free picnic lunch 
for participants is planned imme-
diately following the walk. 

Teams and individuals are wel-
come. There is a $20 minimum 
fundraising goal for each par-
ticipant and those raising $50 and 
above will receive a Walk T-shirt 
featuring a “Be Someone’s Hero” 
designed by Marshall Ramsey.

The Diabetes Foundation of 
Mississippi is the state’s premier 
nonprofit health organization 
working to prevent diabetes and 

associated complications and to 
improve the lives of every child, 
every adult and every family 
touched by type 1 or type 2 diabe-
tes. The foundation accomplishes 
this through education, support, 
advocacy, medical assistance and 
research. Every dollar raised by 
the Diabetes Foundation of Mis-
sissippi stays in the state to help 
support and continue our educa-
tion and assistance programs. 

For more information about 
the upcoming Jackson Walk for 
Diabetes or about the DFM, visit 
msdiabetes.org, call (601) 957-
7878 or visit the foundation’s 
Facebook page. 

MDE releases online booklet titled 
Family Guides for Student Success

Walk for Diabetes awareness scheduled for Oct. 2
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Two free legal assistance 
events are scheduled for Oct. 
4 and Nov. 4, in Jackson to 
help low-income people with 
criminal record expungement.

An expungement workshop 
is scheduled for 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Oct. 4, at the Metrocen-
ter Mall Event Center at 3645 
U.S. 80 in Jackson. 

The workshop, which is 
free and open to the public, 
will outline charges that qual-
ify for expungement and the 
process that applicants must 
follow. Persons attending the 
workshop will be screened 
to determine if their charges 
qualify for expungement.

Low-income people who 
meet financial guidelines for 
assistance and whose charges 
qualify will be invited to par-
ticipate in the expungement 
legal clinic scheduled for 
Nov. 4, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the same location.

People seeking legal as-
sistance with expungements 
must first attend the Oct. 4 
workshop and be screened be-
fore they may be considered 
for acceptance at the Nov. 4 
clinic.

Economic qualifications in-
clude having less than $5,000 
in total assets and an annual 
household income below 200 
percent of federal poverty 
guidelines. For example, that 
would be an annual income 
of $23,760 or less for an in-
dividual, or an annual income 
of $48,600 or less for a family 
of four. Qualified applicants 
must be at least 18 years old 
and must not be incarcerated.

Volunteer attorneys will as-
sist applicants in preparing 

documents at the clinic. Vol-
unteer attorneys may explain 
the proceedings, provide gen-
eral information and answer 
questions. The attorneys are 
not obligated to accompany 
clinic participants to court and 
file documents for them. The 
expectation is that individuals 
will be able to represent them-
selves in court.

The expungement events 
are intended to assist people 
who have low-level non-vio-
lent convictions, or who have 
old arrests that did not result 
in convictions. State law lim-
its the charges that can be 
considered for expungement. 

Similar workshops in Jack-
son in the past have attracted 
more than 200 people, said 
Tiffany M. Graves, executive 
director of the Mississippi Ac-
cess to Justice Commission.

 Attorney Jennie A. Eichel-
berger of the Pro Bono Com-
mittee of the Mississippi 
Association for Justice said, 
“The Mississippi Association 
for Justice is pleased to team 
up with a group of organiza-
tions that are dedicated to 
providing legal services to the 
underserved and those who 
cannot afford to hire an at-
torney. Expungements allow 
people that made a mistake in 
their past to gain a clean slate 
and have a second chance to 
move forward with their lives. 
We are pleased to provide 
this free legal clinic to those 
individuals in our state that 
so desperately need the assis-
tance.”

For more information, 
contact Tiffany M. Graves at 
(601) 960-9581 or tgraves@
msbar.org.

The Mississippi Department 
of Education developed family 
guides to assist with grade-level 
at-home strategies and activi-
ties that support both student 
and parent understanding of 
the English language arts and 
mathematics standards. Parents 
can use the activity booklets at 
home to support what their chil-
dren are learning in the class-
room.

The Family Guide for Student 
Success booklets outline what 
children should know and be 
able to do in English language 
arts and mathematics at each 
grade level from pre-kindergar-
ten through eighth grade. Carey 
Wright, state superintendent of 
education, said parents under-
stand best their child’s needs, 
strengths, abilities and inter-

ests, and they can partner with 
their child’s teacher to provide 
opportunities to learn and grow.

“Parents are their child’s first 
teacher in life. That responsi-
bility doesn’t end when a child 
enters school. These guides 
were created to encourage 
parents and children by rein-
forcing classroom activities at 
home and to build a strong part-
nership with their teachers,” 
Wright said.

The guides list expectations 
for children at each grade level 
and activities that families can 
do at home. They will be trans-
lated into Spanish and available 
to parents and teachers in Oc-
tober.

Robin Lemonis, MDE’s di-
rector of Student Intervention 
Services in the Office of El-
ementary Education and Read-

ing, led the project to create the 
booklets as a resource for par-
ents who wanted to help their 
children reach learning goals 
but needed examples of how to 
do it.

“Often parents do not un-
derstand the terminology and 
methodology associated with 
the standards that their child 
is expected to learn in each 
individual grade. This proj-
ect stemmed from my desire 
to simplify the language used 
within the standards so parents 
could help support their child’s 
learning. In addition, it pro-
vides teachers with an opportu-
nity to communicate the needs 
of the student and offers them 
a chance to model and share 
these simple strategies and ac-
tivities with parents,” she said.

MDE staff and Mississippi 

teachers contributed their ex-
pertise and time in the devel-
opment of the guides. The fol-
lowing teachers contributed to 
the guides: Brandy Howell with 
the Itawamba County School 
District, Beth Garcia with the 
Rankin County School District, 
Jena Howie with the Yazoo City 
Municipal School District, and 
Janalee Leak and Paula Phillips 
with the North Tippah School 
District.

“I want to thank staff and 
teachers for all the hard work 
they put into creating these 
booklets. I believe that these 
resources will help build stu-
dents’ knowledge and skills 
and provide a strong foundation 
for academic success,” Wright 
said.

The guides can be found at 
http://mdek12.org/ESE/Guides.

Expungement assistance set 
for Oct. 4, Nov. 4 in Jackson
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Greek Weekend 
2016 events slated through 
Oct. 2

Mississippi Greek Weekend 2016, a three-day 
festival designed to build community and bring together 
Greek-letter organizations to raise awareness on sickle 
cell disease and voter empowerment, is set for Sept. 
30 - Oct. 2 throughout Jackson.

Talk show host and comedienne Sheryl Underwood 
will host the Step and Comedy Show Sept. 30, at 
Thalia Mara Hall. The event is from 6-10 p.m. It will 
feature local comedienne Rita B. and comedian Merc 
B. Williams.

Other events include a Flashback Friday Alumni 
Mixer from 2-6 p.m. Sept. 30 at the King Edward Hotel 
Bar, 235 W. Capitol St. 

An after party is planned after the step show from 10 
p.m. to 2 a.m. Free admission with step show ticket.

At 8 a.m. Oct. 1, Alpha Kappa Sorority will hold a 5K 
walk at Tougaloo College, 500 W. County Line Road.

A “Thee Tailgate Party” is set for noon Oct. 1, at 
Mississippi Veterans Memorial Stadium. Also on Oct. 
1, an event titled “The Phinale: Who’s Got The Juice?” 
is set for 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. at the Churchill Cigar Shoppe 
Ultra Lounge, 1198 Lakeland Dr. in Jackson.

“Kicking It With The Kids” is set for noon Oct. 2, at 

Fonder Park, Northview and Dunbar St.
The ninth Annual Mississippi Greek Weekend will 

benefit Mississippi MOVE’s “Sleep-Out to Help the 
Homeless” scheduled for Nov. 22.

Mississippi MOVE is able to maintain and sustain 
these efforts through partnerships with Mississippi 
Greek Weekend, Yardboy Entertainment, Phi Beta 
Sigma, Magnolia Bar Association, Reviving Mississippi, 
Jackson Black Pages, Respect Our Black Dollar, 
Tougaloo College, Turner Care LLC. and many more.

For more information visit msgreekweekend.com.

Jackson Medical Mall 
Foundation to host National 
Night Out at East Village

The Jackson Medical Mall Foundation will host its 
annual National Night Out celebration from 5:30 - 7:30 
p.m. Oct. 11.

The event will take place at the corner of Wheeler 
Lane and Prosperity Street located in the Homestead 
Heights and East Village Communities. There will be 
food, games, fun and entertainment.

National Night Out is designed to 
strengthen communities by encouraging neighborhoods 
to engage in stronger relationships with each other and 
with their local law enforcement partners. The goal is 
to heighten crime prevention awareness, build support 
and participation in local anti-crime programs, and most 

importantly, send a message that our neighborhoods 
are organized and fighting back.

There is no cover charge for this event. Vendors and 
volunteers are welcomed to participate. Those who are 
interested can email dstarling@jacksonmedicalmall.
org, no later than Oct. 6. For additional information, 
contact Dominique Starling at (601) 982-8467.

Deltas, Omegas plan political 
awareness symposium

The Madison County (MS) Alumnae Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority and the Epsilon Kappa Kappa 
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity will present the 
2016 Political Awareness Symposium titled “Educating 
the Community on Issues that Matter” at 6 p.m. Oct. 
11 at Priestley Chapel M.B. Church, 177 Virlillia Road 
in Canton. 

Topics will include voter participation, policy issues, 
2016 ballot and meet the candidates.

For more information contact Barbara Blunts at 
(601) 832-1411 or Angela Carson at (601) 955-1132.

Girl Scouts Troop 5841 
seeks former Gold Award 
recipients

To celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Gold 

Award – the highest award in Girl Scouts – local 
Girl ScoutsTroop 5841 of Byram is seeking former 
Mississippi recipients of the Gold Award.

Troop 5841 members are planning a special project 
to celebrate the women. The project will involve a 
documentary that will include interviews of the former 
recipients and a Gold Award Celebration Gala is 
planned. 

Starting in 1916, the best and brightest undertook 
projects that improved their communities – and 
the world. The Golden Eaglet insignia, the highest 
award in Girl Scouting from 1916 to 1939, marked 
the beginning of a long tradition of recognizing the 
extraordinary efforts of extraordinary girls. From 1940 
to 1963, the Curved Bar Award was the highest honor 
in Girl Scouting. From 1963 to 1980, the highest 
award was called the First Class. And since 1980, the 
Gold Award inspired girls to find the greatness inside 
themselves and share their ideas and passion with 
their communities.

If you’ve achieved the current highest award in Girl 
Scouting, Troop 5841 wants to know how Girl Scouts 
has impacted your life. Help Troop 5841celebrate 
your achievement and spread the word about the 
centennial of this outstanding award by participating in 
the #IamMSGSGOLD campaign!

For more information, contact troop leader Donna 
Wilson at (601) 874-0712 or e-mail your contact 
information to gsgmsgoldawarddoc@gmail.com 
and check out #IamMSGSGOLD on Facebook page 
GSGMS Gold Award 100th Anniversary.

N E W S  B R I E F S
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The Magnolia State boasts many music 
festivals centered around blues. But, ac-
cording to organizers, none are anything 
like Clarksdale, Mississippi’s annual 
Deep Blues Festival in October.

“There’s nothing typical about this 
blues festival,” said Robin Colonas, co-
organizer and owner of the New Roxy 
concert venue. “This is a celebration of 
outsider and alternative blues. It’s a cra-
zy-cool mix of Hill Country blues, roots 
rock and Americana. As my favorite blues 
label Fat Possum used to say, ‘It’s not the 
same old blues crap.’ This music is alive.”

The festival runs Oct. 13-16. It encom-
passes two official indoor venues plus 
many busking stages and other related 
events at clubs and juke joints around 
town.

“Our venues are as unique as some of 
the acts that play them,” explained Colo-
nas. “The Shack Up Inn’s Juke Joint Cha-
pel stage is literally built inside an old 
cotton gin, and the New Roxy is a two-
stage venue built in the remains of an old 
movie theater – half inside and half with 
no roof. And that’s not even getting into 
the crazy juke joint scene here.”

The 2016 Deep Blues Festival $75 
weekend pass offers the best deal. The 
pass acts as a “joint cover” and gets you 
into the festival’s two main venues (the 
New Roxy and Shack Up Inn’s Juke Joint 
Chapel) for three nights plus Sunday 
morning – Oct. 13-16. Daily, single-ven-
ue tickets (price TBA) will also be avail-
able day of show, while they last.

Buy weekend passes online at http://

www.newroxy.com/product/deep-blues-
festival-2016-weekend-pass/

There will be many free daytime per-
formances around town as well at places 
like the Jeff Norwood Memorial Stage at 
Shacksdale, Cat Head Delta Blues and 
Folk Art and the Rock and Blues Museum. 
Other related nighttime venues will have 
their own usual cover charges at the door.

“We’ve got Deep Blues acts coming 
from as far away as Canada and Europe,” 
noted Colonas. “We anticipate enthusias-
tic turnouts, especially for crowd favor-
ites like Chicken Snake, James Leg and 
Possessed by Paul James.”

And it’s no wonder. As an example, 
Possessed by Paul James regularly re-
ceives accolades like these: “One-man 
folk wonder.” – New York Times. “Akin 
to a live electric socket missing its cov-
er.” – Paste.

Other acts sure to please hardcore blues 
fans include Watermelon Slim, Cedric 
Burnside and Hezekiah Early & Robert 
“Lil Poochie” Watson.

“This year, the Benefactor’s Ball is at 
Red’s Lounge – Clarksdale’s quintes-
sential juke joint,” said Roger Stolle, Cat 
Head store owner and Red’s fan. “It’s 
one of the last long-running jukes in ex-
istence. I strongly recommend that folks 
not only buy weekend passes but also 
become benefactors, so they can attend. 
R.L. Burnside’s son Garry Burnside is set 
to headline the event.”

Become a benefactor at http://www.
newroxy.com/product/deep-blues-festi-
val-benefactor/ 

In 2007, BBQ master Chris Johnson 
held the first Deep Blues Festival in a 
field just outside of the twin cities – Min-
neapolis-Saint Paul – well north of the 
Mississippi Delta. While Johnson is no 
longer an active organizer, he is still a big 
fan of the festival and its eclectic blues-
inspired music. This is the third year for 
the reinvigorated Clarksdale event.

This project is partially funded through 
Visit Mississippi and Coahoma County 
Tourism.

Get festival information at www.deep-
bluesfest.com. Weekend pass venues can 
be found at www.newroxy.com, www.
shackupinn.com

9th Deep Blues Festival to 
bring grassroots, alternative 

Alcorn State University stu-
dents, faculty, staff and alumni 
convened to reflect on one of 
the university’s legends, Walter 
Washington.

Alcorn cele-
brated 145 years 
of excellence at 
the 2016 Found-
ers Day Convo-
cation, Sept. 21, 
in the Oakland 

Memorial Chapel. This year’s 
theme was “A Salute to Dr. Wal-
ter Washington,” in honor of 
the University’s longest tenured 
president. Washington retired 
form Alcorn in 1994 after 25 
years of service.

The keynote speakers for the 
event were Josephine Posey, 
Norris Edney, Wiley Jones and 
Malvin Williams. Vice Presi-
dent for Student Affairs Emanuel 
Barnes Sr. served as the event’s 
moderator.

The speakers focused on their 
days of working under Washing-
ton.

Posey, Alcorn’s history re-

search associate, remembered 
Washington as a leader who 
stressed good customer service.

“Commitment to excellence 
was his philosophy from day 
one,” said Posey. “Improving the 
image of Alcorn was his major 
concern. He once said that the 
difference between working at 
a university and selling a prod-
uct in the corporate world is the 
satisfaction of helping people. 
He maintained that the primary 
product of Alcorn was good cus-

tomer service. He left a legacy 
that is remembered in Alcorn’s 
history.”

Edney, who has served as Al-
corn’s acting president twice, 
said that Washington was a pri-
vate man with a strong work 
ethic. He credits Washington for 
being the leader he learned the 
most from.

“I’m humbled beyond measure 
to come here and talk about Pres-
ident Washington,” said Edney. 
“I learned more from him than 

anyone else could ever teach me. 
He was very private, so to learn 
his principles, you would have to 
pay attention to his actions. He 
was very meticulous and there 
wasn’t’ an excuse for failure. He 
was a wonderful person and the 
best administrator I’ve ever seen, 
and that was because of his con-
sistency.”

Jones, who worked under 
Washington during his 25-year 
tenure, recalled his negotiating 
prowess and love for Alcorn’s 

students.
“He was a great negotiator,” 

said Jones. “I saw him get things 
done that I never would have 
imagined. He raised and changed 
the academic standards of Alcorn 
by raising the ACT score require-
ments. When he did that, people 
thought that a drop of enrollment 
would occur, but after they saw 
the success of the new standards, 
he was later applauded for his 
decision. I applauded him for 
that. He was concerned about the 
students. He would walk through 
every dorm room to make sure 
the rooms were livable. He was 
a great leader who I learned a lot 
from, and I still use those lessons 
in my life today.”

Williams, who also served as 
interim president at Alcorn, re-
flected on Washington’s drive to 
bring exceptional academic pro-
grams to Alcorn.

“We knew who was in 
charge,” said Williams. “He had 
a relationship with the board and 
legislature that was unmatched. 
In terms of academic programs, 
Dr. Washington wanted all pro-

grams at Alcorn to be profes-
sionally accredited. He was 
about making sure that we had 
not only new programs, but 
quality programs.”

President Alfred Rankins ad-
mired Washington for assuring 
that Alcorn was always in a good 
place financially. Rankins said 
that he made a personal promise 
to maintain the University’s fi-
nancial stability.

“Dr. Washington was a conser-
vative man, and he was keen on 
Alcorn being financially sound,” 
said Rankins.

“His legacy is that he made 
Alcorn a financially sound insti-
tution, and it has remained that 
way since his time as president 
because of the many additions 
that he put in place.

“I remember my first day as 
president when I walked into Dr. 
Washington’s old office. I saw 
decorations that were still on the 
wall from when he was here. At 
that moment, I made a commit-
ment to myself that under my 
leadership, Alcorn will continue 
to be financially sound.”

The Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health is partnering with 
American Medical Response to 
train their staff on a safe sleep 
program called DOSE (Direct On 
Scene Education) in the hopes of 
educating families on safe sleep 
practices. DOSE is a new program 
to help eliminate the number of 
sleep related infant deaths by us-
ing first responders to identify and 
remove possible hazards, while 
delivering education on the scene.

“The DOSE program is an ex-
citing opportunity to work with 
first responders to prevent one of 
the leading causes of infant death 
in our state – SIDS and unsafe 
sleep. As a physician I coun-
sel my patients about the risks 
of unsafe sleep, but I am not in 
their homes and I can’t see when 
they need help. First responders 
can directly find high risk situ-

ations and help educate parents 
about putting their babies to sleep 
alone, on their backs and in a crib 
free of pillows and blankets,” 
said Dr. Charlene Collier, director 
of the Mississippi Perinatal Qual-
ity Collaborative.

Ryan Wilson, a clinical educa-
tion manager for AMR in Mis-
sissippi and Louisiana, says a 
program like this was needed in 
Mississippi. “When we look at 
our data we notice an alarmingly 
high rate of infant mortality, and 
based on the experiences of my-
self and other field providers, it 
seems many of these were acci-
dental and could have been pre-
vented.”

Mississippi’s infant mortality 
rate is the highest in the country 
at 8.2 per 1,000 births. Despite a 
decline of 15 percent from 2010-
2014, it remains higher than the 
national average of 6.1. Along 

with prematurity and birth de-
fects, sudden infant death syn-
drome is the third highest cause 
of death among infants between 1 
and 4 months of age. It is also the 
most preventable.

Wilson, who is also a father of 
four, has responded to the scene 
of a sleep-related pediatric car-
diac arrest, which he describes as 
the worst situation a patient care 
provider can face.

“The death of a child is usually 
much more difficult to handle for 
everyone involved, particularly 
when it is accidental, because 
the family now has to experience 
guilt on top of the grief. Our in-
spiration is to save as many chil-
dren as we can and prevent this 
terrible situation from affecting 
more lives,” he said.

For more information on pre-
venting sleep-related deaths, visit 
HealthyMS.com/sids.

Alcorn honors the legacy of Washington at Founders Day

New partnership offers education 
on sleep-related infant deaths
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The Gulfport and Biloxi 
branches of the NAACP have 
joined forces in collaboration 
to prepare South Mississippi 
citizens for one of the most im-
portant presidential elections in 
several decades.

The “Get Out The Vote And 
Community Wellness Crusade”  
will be three days of commu-
nity uplifting, strengthening, 
inspiration and empowerment.

The entire crusade will be 
comprised of registering voters 
and disseminating non-parti-
san, critical voter information 
for the Nov. 8 elections. All at-
tendees are encouraged to bring 
a guest who has not yet regis-
tered to vote.

The Rev. Nelson B. Rivers, 
III, vice president of Religious 
Affairs and External Rela-
tions for the National Action 
Network and former Region V 
NAACP director, will kick-off 
the GOTV events in Gulfport 
with a community mass meet-
ing at 7 p.m., Sept. 29, at First 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
Handsboro, located at 1100 
East Pass Road. Rivers is the 
pastor of Charity Mission-
ary Baptist Church in North 
Charleston, S.C.

Rivers will headline again as 
keynote speaker on the second 

night of the GOTV Crusade at 
the inspirational service and 
community mass meeting at 6 
p.m., Sept. 30, at Tabernacle 
Missionary Baptist Church, lo-
cated at 4007 Suzanne Drive in 
D’Iberville.

From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Oct. 
1, the crusade will provide pro 
bono legal services during an 
expungement screening clinic  
to determine eligibility for pos-
sibly having allowable criminal 
charges removed or expunged 
from records.

Additionally, a wellness fair 
will feature an array of valuable 
and life-saving health screen-
ings, at no cost to participants.

The legal expungement 
screening, wellness fair, re-
freshments and entertainment 
will be held at the Gaston Point 
Community Center, 1506 Mills 
Road in Gulfport.

Event co-sponsors include: 
NAACP, Flag for All, Missis-
sippi Rising Coalition, Port of 
Gulfport, Mississippi Power 
Company, Beau Rivage and 
EEECHO.

For more information con-
tact Gary Fredericks, Gulfport 
NAACP branch president at 
(228) 806-7128, James Crow-
ell, Biloxi NAACP president at 
(228) 432-0206, or Valerie Hill, 
event chair at (228) 596-1682.

Coast NAACP 
branches plan voter 
awareness events
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Pictured at the Founders Day Convocation are Alcorn President Alfred Rankins (from left), Norris Edney, Malvin 
Williams Sr., Wiley Jones and Emanuel Barnes Sr. 

Washington



For several years now, 
Coahoma Community Col-
lege Division of Career and 
Technical Education has 
opened up its wide range of 
programs as a dual enroll-
ment option for local high 
school students.

Traditionally, this option 
has been particularly popu-
lar among male students 
who have interests in trades 
like welding, auto mechan-
ics, collision repair and car-
pentry. 

So imagine the surprise 
on CCC Collision Repair 
Technology instructor 
Joe Giles’s face when he 
learned his roll this semes-
ter included five high school 
female students.

“I’ve had a female stu-
dent here and there in the 
past, but never as a dual en-
rollment students, so it was 
kind of surprising to pick up 
five all at once,” said Giles. 

The students, all Co-
ahoma Agricultural High 
School seniors, said they 
decided to enroll in the pro-
gram to try something dif-
ferent outside of the tradi-
tional classroom setting.

“It’s something new that 
girls don’t usually try,” 
said Cartea Smith of Friars 
Point.

“But we wanted to do 
some hands-on work and 
thought this would be an 
good opportunity,” added 
Lauren Bryant, also of Fri-
ars Point. 

So far, the girls have al-

ready had an opportunity to 
sand down parts of an old 
car and re-paint them.

“Mr. Giles has been let-
ting us actually work on 
some projects,” said Jaken-
dra Jones of Friars Point. 
“It’s been a lot of fun, and 
I think it’s a good skills to 
have.”

And although they’re a 
minority in the shop, the 
girls said they don’t get any 
special privileges.

“Mr. Giles doesn’t treat 
us different because we’re 
girls,” said Fredtashadra 
Williams of Jonestown. 

Javicka Henderson of Fri-
ars Point agreed. 

“He lets us get out there 
and work just like the rest of 
his students.” 

Giles said he’s been im-
pressed with the girls’ per-

formance so far.
“They all were able to 

pass the safety course suc-
cessfully and by the end of 
this semester I’m looking 
for them all to be able to 
sand, prime and paint,” said 
Giles. 

While the girls remain 
unsure if they’ll seriously 
pursue a career in collision 
repair after high school, 
Giles said it’s definitely a 
very real option, citing a 
May 2016 female graduate 
who has already landed an 
entry-level job in Southaven 
making about $40k per year.

According to CCC Dean 
of Career at Technical Edu-
cation Anne Shelton-Clark, 
interest in CCC’s Career 
and Tech’s dual enrollment 
program spiked across the 
board this semester with 48 

local high school students 
enrolled compared to about 
ten in recent years. 

Clark said the premise 
of the dual enrollment pro-
gram is to spark the stu-
dents’ interest in a possible 
future career. 

“In addition to providing 
these high school students 
with training, we ultimately 
hope that will decide to en-
roll in CCC and complete 
the program after they grad-
uate from high school,” she 
said.

For more information 
about collision repair and 
other programs offered by 
CCC’s Division of Career 
and Technical Education, 
contact counselors Tolerni-
sa Butler at (662) 621-4188 
or Marcia Gatewood at 
(662) 621-4849.
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McWillie Elementary School is the 
only school in the state of Mississippi to 
be recognized as a National PTA School 
of Excellence for 2016–2018. The award 
is for the school’s leadership and accom-
plishments nationwide in building strong, 
effective family school partnerships.

The 173 schools and PTAs selected 
represent 31 states and one Department 
of Defense school in Germany.

The national award is a testament to 
how McWillie Elementary has built upon 
an already rich tradition of fostering a 
strong parent-teacher partnership at the 
school. In 2015, the school received sev-
eral awards from the Mississippi PTA, 
including Best in the State, Largest El-
ementary School PTA and the overall 
Largest PTA/PTSA.

“At McWillie, we encourage parents 
to come and volunteer in the school or 
classroom,” said Principal Sara Harper. 
“We invite parents to be on our McWillie 
site council to share in the decision-mak-
ing process, and we have a great collabo-
ration with our McWillie PTA to ensure 
that every child is successful.”

Through the National PTA School of 
Excellence program, PTAs partner with 
their schools to examine how families 

feel the school measures up to the re-
search-based indicators of the National 
Standards for Family School Partner-
ships. PTAs and schools then work to-
gether to address barriers and create new 
ways for families to support student suc-
cess.

The National PTA School of Excel-
lence designation is awarded when a PTA 
and school have achieved a high level of 
family engagement or when a PTA and 
school have made substantive, positive 
improvement in families’ perceptions by 
the end of the school year.

“Strong family school partnerships are 
proven to advance children’s learning 
and growth, increase student achieve-
ment and positively impact school im-
provement efforts,” said Laura Bay, pres-
ident of National PTA. “We are pleased 
to designate these schools and PTAs as 
2016-2018 National PTA Schools of Ex-
cellence for their commitment to partner-
ing to support student success and con-
tinuous school improvement.”

National PTA comprises millions of 
families, students, teachers, administra-
tors, and business and community lead-
ers devoted to the educational success 
of children and the promotion of family 
engagement in schools.

National PTA names McWillie 
Elementary School of Excellence 

The five high school seniors said that the opportunity to gain some hands-on experience 
is what attracted them to Coahoma Community College’s Collision Repair Technology 
program. Pictured are (from left) Cartea Smith, Jakendra Jones, Fredtashadra Williams, 
Lauren Bryant, Instructor Joe Giles and Javicka Henderson. 

Celebrating their rise to National PTA Excellence are (from left) McWillie Principal Sara 
Harper, Gayla Carpenter-Sanders,Veshell Lewis, Kasey McKay, Renee Donaldson, Julie 
Wilson, Amarylis West, McWillie PTA President Revetia Caldwell, Zack Musselman, Shella 
Wesley, JCPTA President Rosalyn McCoy and Jackson Public School Chief Academic 
Officer William Merritt.

High school students at Jack-
son Public Schools will be able 
to earn college credit at Jackson 
State University under a dual en-
rollment plan touted by U.S. Un-
der Secretary of Education Ted 
Mitchell in a visit to the HBCU 
campus Sept. 15.

During a stop on a bus tour 
called Opportunity Across 
America, the high-ranking offi-
cial with the U.S. Department of 
Education likened opportunity to 
JSU because, he said, the univer-
sity provides support to students 
who traditionally have not had 
access to higher education.

JSU is the only public four-
year HBCU to receive this op-
portunity and one of only 44 
postsecondary institutions na-
tionwide that will participate in 
the dual enrollment experiment. 
Mitchell said the program will 
help students develop skills and 
talents to succeed in a “highly 
charged competitive global 
economy.”

Furthermore, Mitchell referred 
to opportunity as completion. 
“While access is great, it doesn’t 
matter a whole lot if you’re not 
walking across the stage at the 
end of the program.” He said 
Jackson State has excelled by 
providing access to education, 
implementing cutting-edge state-
of-the-art programs, and focus-
ing in “laser-like fashion” on 
completion and graduation.

Williams explained that part-
nerships between K-12 school 
districts and leading research 
and teaching universities provide 
pathways for students into higher 
education.

That message was echoed by 
JSU President Carolyn W. Mey-
ers, as well as from administra-
tors and students of the two par-

ticipating institutions.
Meyers told special guests 

and community supporters that 
“this partnership between the 
professionals at Jackson Public 
Schools and Jackson State Uni-
versity is so special because it 
stands to make differences that 
you’ll be able to see immedi-
ately. Each of us shares a passion 
that concerns the future not only 
of this city, the state, and the na-
tion but the whole world. You’ve 
come together to make sure that 
low-income or limited opportu-
nities are not limits to how you 
can dream, grow and contribute 
to making this planet a better 
place.”

She also expressed apprecia-
tion for the First In The World 
grants that address widespread 
challenges to postsecondary edu-
cation for at-risk individuals and 
others, including first-generation 
students, minorities and those 
from low-income backgrounds.

Fred Murray, chief academic 
officer for high schools for JPS, 
described the alliance with JSU 
as a tremendous honor.

“It’s a perfect fit,” he said. 
“We’re creating a college-going 
culture. … We want to have sys-
temic success across our city. … 
We’re rethinking the way we ed-
ucate our students. … We’re rais-
ing the rigor within the walls of 
our building so that our students 
can be college- and career-ready 
when they exit. … We see this 
experiment being so successful 
that you can’t help but continue 
the process.”

JPS student Myia Bolden, a 
senior at Murrah High school, 
said, “Participating in this pro-
gram gives me an opportunity to 
be a leader to those who want to 
be a part of this program. Also, 
it will help my parents pay for 
school.”

Another Murrah senior, Isaiah 
McCoy, said, “This is a great op-

portunity to earn college credit. 
It helps you avoid having a stren-
uous year coming in as a fresh-
man and gives you a true feel for 
college life and prepares you to 
be successful. It also allows you 
to grow into an adult.”

Another JSU academic leader 
says she sees a huge potential for 
high school students.

Marie O’Banner-Jackson, in-
terim dean of the Division of 
Undergraduate Studies and Cy-
berLearning, said the partnership 
will allow high school students 
to take a first-hand look at Jack-
son State, enroll in college class-
es and make a decision about 
college.

“We hope that this program 
will aid toward college comple-
tion and better prepare them for 
the workforce. … We can appre-
ciate not having to finance stu-
dents who choose to participate 
in dual enrollment. We’re doing 
what we’ve done since 1877: 

providing opportunities and ac-
cess to education.”

O’Banner-Jackson explained 
that students who participate suc-
cessfully in the program would 
be able to accelerate their college 
graduation by, perhaps, finishing 
in two years rather than four. … 
“We have a cadre of teachers 
who are dedicated to working 
with high school students.”

Meanwhile, Secretary Mitch-
ell, whose duties include im-
plementing President Barack 
Obama’s goals to make the U.S. 
the world’s best competitive 
workforce by 2020, said this 
nation aims to spur economic 
growth and prosperity by provid-
ing financial assistance to young 
people so they can earn high-
quality postsecondary education. 
He said the strategy must involve 
affordability along with an em-
phasis on graduation.

“We want to become first in 
the world by putting federal dol-
lars behind initiatives supporting 
students for whom opportunity is 
neither obvious nor inevitable,” 
Mitchell said.

“We can’t continue to do 
things the same way and expect 
to grow a population of people 
with postsecondary degrees and 
credentials. We think of this as 
both a math problem and a moral 
problem. It’s a math problem 
because we need to reach an in-
creasingly diverse population of 
college-goers – whether that’s 
economic diversity or racial di-
versity.”

Williams said HBCUs have 
an important role to the future 
of higher education because they 
have been at the center for pro-
viding opportunity to people for 
whom higher education has been 
an unrealized dream.

Quoting the National Science 
Foundation, he said, for example, 

that while HBCUs represent just 
3 percent of colleges and univer-
sities they produce 22 percent of 
African-American students with 
bachelor’s degrees in STEM 
(science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics).

Williams commended Jackson 
State for being a leader in in-
novation, citing the university’s 
“Call Me Mister” program that 
helps develop more African-
American male teachers and its 
CyberLearning initiatives to en-
hance its curriculum and instruc-
tion with digital technology.

Kim Hunter-Reed, U.S. deputy 
under secretary of education and 
director of the White House Ini-
tiatives on HBCUs, said, “We’re 
so proud of Jackson State and the 
work you’re doing. … Opportu-
nity means a credential of value 
beyond high school to fully par-
ticipate in this economy.”

Also, she said, “For many stu-
dents, access and affordability 
run hand and hand. If we can’t 
afford it, we can’t aspire to it. 
When we hear from individu-
als who say students are falling 
through the cracks, we know that 
these are the kinds of programs 
that work because they’re seam-
less. You start in high school, 
and you matriculate right into 
college. We’re saying to students 
that you can do this.”

Williams, too, reiterated that 
success is possible for those who 
may have been marginalized or 
overlooked. He affirmed the im-
portance of HBCUs.

He said institution such as 
JSU continue to play a “dispro-
portionate and outsized role in 
creating opportunities for lead-
ership among African-American 
men and women. … What’s hap-
pening on the ground at Jackson 
State is simply incredible,” Wil-
liams said.

Senior U.S. education officials hail 
dual enrollment between JSU, JPS

CCC’s collision repair technology 
program gains five unlikely students
Mississippi Link Newswire

Dozens of students and educators listen to U.S. education officials discuss dual enrollment and First in the 
World initiatives last Thursday in the auditorium of the College of Science, Engineering and Technology. 
Photo by Charles A. Smith/JSU
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“And even if ‘Jubilee’ were 
never considered an artistic or 
commercial success, I would 
still be happy just to have fin-
ished it,” noted author, poet and 
educator Margaret Walker (Al-
exander) once said.

And 50 years later, Jackson 
State University’s celebration of 
the anniversary of “Jubilee” is 
a testament to the magnitude of 
the 1966 groundbreaking nov-
el’s literary impact and its abil-
ity to transcend time and class, 
making the historical slave nar-
rative still relevant in 2016.

“Margaret Walker’s legacy 
is as important today as it ever 
was,” said Robert Luckett, di-
rector of the JSU Margaret 
Walker Center.

“We’re talking about a per-
son who publishes the story 
of her grandmother and great-
grandmother surviving slavery, 
making it to freedom through 
emancipation and into the era 
of reconstruction, facing over-
whelming hardship and trag-
edy. It’s a story of perseverance 
through tragedy,” he said.

On Sept. 16, The Margaret 
Walker Center and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
through the Mississippi Human-
ities Council commemorated 
“Jubilee” by holding a sym-
posium comprised of literary 
scholars – Alferdteen Harrison, 
former director of the Margaret 
Walker Center; Trudier Har-
ris, Carolyn Brown and Althea 
Tait with RaShell Smith-Spears 
serving as host.

“Walker was a foremother in 
embracing the South as home, 
in embracing the South as a rich 
territory for a literary imagina-
tion, for embracing the South 
and saying, ‘yes, I love the 
South in spite of its violence; 
yes, I love the South in spite of 
its ugly history; yes, I will cast 
down my bucket in the South 
and live here and produce here 
and eventually you folks are go-
ing to love me for having done 
so,’ and this is exactly what she 
did,” said Harris, a professor and 
researcher at the University of 
Alabama.

Describing “Jubilee” as a 
paradigm for African-American 
writers who would later pen 
similar stories steeped in South-
ern historical context, Harris 
staunchly rattles off a lengthy 
list of authors as a reference 
ranging from Toni Morrison and 
Octavia Butler to J. California 
Cooper and Dolen Perkins-Val-
dez, who published “Wench” in 
2010.

“Today we routinely applaud 
Margaret Walker as being the 

foremother of, 
or the inaugura-
tor of, what we 
identify as the 
neo-slave narra-
tive tradition,” 
said Harris, 
who is also a lit-

erary and culture critic of south-
ern African American identity 
and experience.

Walker’s influence was far-
reaching, touching people like 
Shanna Smith, a visiting assis-
tant professor in the university’s 
English Department who ex-
claimed, “She’s very pivotal to 
my work.”

“I read ‘Jubilee’ when I was 
17 years old, and I stumbled 
upon it in the library in Ken-
tucky in a place where there 
were not black teachers, often 
times, for me,” Smith said.

“Her story was something I 
remembered, and it was some-
thing so important to me even 
when I didn’t realize it in my 
development as a scholar and a 
writer myself,” she concluded.

An expert on black female 
writers, Tait, explained how the 
depiction of a woman washing 
the feet of two women in the 
book, “The African-American 
Culture Jubilee” from Harlem’s 
Schomburg Center for Research 
in Black Culture, illustrates 
Walker’s character of service.

“When you think about Walk-
er’s legacy; she is the daughter 
of a philosopher, theologian and 
clergyman and what that tradi-
tion of washing feet is about 
– it’s about service,” said Tait, 
who is also an assistant profes-
sor of English at the College of 
Brockport in New York.

Recalling in 1973 when Walk-
er organized the Phillis Wheat-
ley Poetry Festival in order to 
lend voice to the neglected and 
ignored black female poets of 
the time, Tait added, “There is 
no sanitizing her legacy. She 
was feisty. She knew who she 
was, and she didn’t let anyone 
or life beat that out of her. But, 
she had this amazing ability to 

tame any type of hubris where 
she could just serve people.”

For some who may have be-
lieved that the Houghton Mif-
flin prize-winning “Jubilee” 
propelled the wife and mother 
beyond racial lines, Brown, who 
authored the Margaret Walker 
biography “Song of My Life,” 
quotes Walker in a 1991 inter-
view as saying: “My South-
ern salesman said if I were a 
white woman writing that book 
I would be a rich woman. He 
went to a bookstore in Atlanta 
to get them to have an autograph 
party, but when they discovered 
I was black, they told him no.”

Even more perplexing, but re-
flective of the struggles Walker 
encountered while trying to pre-
serve and benefit from her work, 
was, as Brown points out, the 
loss of her copyright infringe-
ment lawsuit against Alex Haley 
that stemmed from “significant 
parallels between ‘Jubilee’ and 
Hayley’s ‘Roots’ (that) led her 
to believe that he had stolen her 
work.”

Walker’s defeat was com-
pounded by the fact that oth-
ers, after her, sued Haley on the 
same grounds and won.

Arrison Martin, a junior at 
Jackson State, said he was gal-
vanized by the symposium, “It 
taught me a lot about Walker, 
and it taught me a lot about my-
self as well. It allowed me to re-
flect on the things that I believe 
I can’t do. But knowing what 
Walker experienced makes me 
feel like I can do those things. 
When you look back at what she 
went through, I look at my chal-
lenges and think, ‘how minute 
they are,’” he said.

Jubilee’s themes of hope, 
faith, love, forgiveness and te-
nacity amid strife could not be 
contained in the racial, gender 
and economic pitfalls that Walk-
er suffered. Instead, “Jubilee” 
and Walker’s life continue to 
inspire many and remain a poi-
gnant example of the resilience 
that flourishes in a world fraught 
with limitations.
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Ultra-small medical devices 
that use nanotechnology are help-
ing to detect diseases in the blood-
stream and deliver life-saving 
drugs more efficiently throughout 
the body, according to chemist at 
Jackson State University’s 13th 
International Symposium on Re-
cent Advances in Environmental 
Health Research.

Jose A. Centeno of the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration 
in Silver Spring, Md., and an ad-
junct professor at JSU, discussed 
the innovation of nanotechnol-
ogy, which manipulates tiny par-
ticles for new discoveries. He 
was the first keynote speaker dur-
ing the three-day conference that 
started Sept. 12, at the downtown 
Marriott. The event is sponsored 
by JSU’s College of Science, En-
gineering and Technology.

The symposium was a collab-
orative venture between the fol-
lowing: the National Institute on 
Minority Health and Health Dis-
parities at the National Institutes 
of Health, the National Library of 
Medicine at NIH, the Research 
Centers in Minority Institutions 
Center for Environmental Health 
and the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation Title III Graduate Educa-
tion Program.

As a researcher, Centeno wants 
people to know that nanotechnol-
ogy is being used today in many 
applications to develop medical 
devices that promise quality and 
effective results for new discov-
eries to improve health.

While nanotechnology is be-
ing used in wound dressings, 
catheters and dental instruments, 
Centeno cautions, however, that a 
lot more study is required to un-
derstand how human tissue reacts 
to nanomaterial from medical de-
vices.

A fascinating phenomenon, 
nanotechnology has been around 
for quite some time, but its use in 
medical devices is still relatively 
new.

Centeno said one thing that is 
unique with nanomaterial is its 
link between computational mod-
eling and tests occurring in the 
laboratory (in vitro) or on living 
organisms (in vivo). “If the ex-
perimental data is known, then re-
searchers can predict how nano-
material impacts human health,” 
he said.

As Jackson State hosted ex-

perts from 20 different countries, 
President Carolyn W. Meyers 
praises scientists for gathering 
under one roof to address major 
environmental and human health 
challenges of the 21st century.

Meyers said, “We’re bringing 
together the best minds to come 
up with the best solutions to 
make this planet environmentally 
friendly and healthy for the next 
generation, ultimately leading to 
longstanding potential to change 
health conditions globally.” 

She said, “We accomplish this 
by working persistently with one 
another to move to the next steps 
of innovation. This is one world, 
and it’s getting smaller. For our 
students, the entire world is their 
playground – not just the city of 
Jackson, the state of Mississippi 
or the United States of America.”

Symposium chair Paul B. 
Tchounwou, also JSU’s associ-

ate dean of CSET, said, “The 
overarching objective for the an-
nual conference is to continue to 
promote interdisciplinary discus-
sions and international scientific 
collaborations, as well as to in-
crease awareness of important 
environmental and public health 
issues facing our state, nation and 
the global community.”

Richard A. Aló, dean of JSU’s 
CSET, credits the symposium for 
aiming to provide “excellent op-
portunities to share and gain nov-
el information on health issues 
associated with environmental 
exposures as well as on cost-ef-
fective strategies to control, pre-
vent or mitigate the health impact 
of environmental hazards.” He 
said he’s enthusiastic about future 
developments to improve quality 
of life and human health.

JSU graduate student Ariene 
Mbemi of Cameroon attended 
the conference. She’s in her third 
year of her Ph.D. program, study-
ing environmental science. She 
said this conference is important 
because “it’s opening my eyes 
to new techniques for cancer 
research by examining environ-
mental factors contributing to the 
diseases.” Also, she says she’s 
learning more about the different 
styles of presenting data.

Of the dozens of topics dis-
cussed, some included: environ-
mental toxicology; harnessing 
Big Data; genomic landscape 
of triple negative breast cancer; 
evaluation of tumors with differ-
ent grades of malignancy; effects 
of low-dose radiation; why tu-
mors induced by some rats may 
not be relevant in humans; cancer 
mortality trends in Mexico; and 
HIV and Hepatitis C co-infection 
in Cameroon.

Symposium addresses 
nanotechnology’s cutting-
edge research at JSU

Walker 
Alexander

By L.A. Warren 
jsumsnews.com

By Rachel James-Terry
jsumsnews.com

Alcorn State University’s annual High School 
Day was one to remember, as more than 4,000 stu-
dents from high schools across the state of Missis-
sippi came out to enjoy the festivities.

The day was filled with activities for the students. 
During the morning program, students gathered in 
the Davey L. Whitney HPER Complex where they 
mingled with students from other schools, listened 
to the Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite Marching Band’s 
drum line and watched the Greek stroll-off. Stu-
dents also visited some of the university’s depart-
ments during the information session.

The warm reception that students received from 
Alcorn students, faculty and staff made an impres-
sion on them. Port Gibson native Jayla Walker, a 
junior from Port Gibson High School who attended 
High School Day for the first time, said that the 
people at the university contributed to her wonder-
ful experience.

“This is my first time attending High School 
Day, and it has been a really nice experience,” said 
Walker. “I’ve met a bunch of nice people here. Al-
corn is a great school.”

Okolona native Antonio Buchannan, a junior 
from Okolona High School, was impressed with 
how great the campus looked.

“I’m excited to be here,” said Buchannan. “The 
campus is big and beautiful and the people are very 
friendly.”

Makenzie Porter, a seventh grader from Lake 
Middle School in Scott County, said that she 
couldn’t wait to start her education at Alcorn.

“It’s really cool and fun,” said Porter. “This ex-
perience makes me look forward to going to col-

lege here in the future.”
The Butler brothers, Unteriun and Simeon, felt 

at home during their campus visit. Unteriun said 
they plan to follow in their family’s tradition of at-
tending the university after high school. For Sime-
on, being in a college setting reminded him of the 
importance of education.

“Our whole family went to this school, so me 
and my brother plan to keep the family tradition 
going in the future,” said Unteriun.

“Being on a college campus motivates me to 
stay focused and keep my mind on my education 
so that I can go to college after high school,” said 
Simeon.

Director of Admissions Katangelia Tenner 
thanked everyone who helped make High School 
Day a success.

“I was very pleased with the attendance,” said 
Tenner. “I would like to thank all of Alcorn alumni, 
counselors, parents, students and supporters who 
made this event a success. You are truly appreci-
ated.”
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JSU President Carolyn W. Meyers (right) joins faculty and guests in the 
downtown Marriott at the annual International Symposium sponsored by 
the College of Science, Engineering and Technology. The session included 
topics on Big Data, radiation and cancer. Photo by Justin Hardiman/JSU.

Dr. Jose A. Centeno, a chemist with 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion and an adjunct professor at 
Jackson State University, appears 
at the 13th International Sympo-
sium on Recent Advances in En-
vironmental Health Research. He 
discussed emerging discoveries 
involving nanotechnology. PHOTO 
BY JUSTIN HARDIMAN/JSU. 

On Sept. 6, Publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt released a 50th-anni-
versary edition of “Jubilee,” which includes a foreword from writer, poet 
and activist Nikki Giovanni. The book was also released for the first time 
on ebook and audiobook. PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU

High school students from across the state enjoyed 
Alcorn’s High School Day recently.

50th anniversary edition 
of Walkers’ ‘Jubilee’ 
released Sept. 6

Students enjoy Alcorn’s annual High School Day



There was a 
time when the 
Bible had a much 
larger place in the 
lives of people 
than now. Actu-
ally, the Bible is a 

book of books written over a pe-
riod of hundreds of years. In it we 
learn of God’s will for mankind. 
We should not only know about 
His word, but we should live 
by its teachings. It was read in 
homes, used as a pioneer school 
reader, studied, believed and 
reverenced. Government lead-
ers looked to it for foundation 
principles. The Bible was read 
in schools and selections from it 
were in many reading books.

We read in Isaiah 40:8, “The 
grass withereth, the flower fa-
deth: but the Word of our God 
shall stand forever.” Isaiah 55:11, 
“So shall My Word be that goeth 
forth out of My mouth: it shall 
not return unto Me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it.”

My friends, God wants His 
word – the Bible to hold top pri-
ority in our daily lives. When 
people neglect the Bible, they 

open the door to evil and invite 
God’s judgments.

The Apostle Paul wrote in 
Romans 12:2 these words, “Be 
transformed by the renewal of 
your mind.” There is no other way 
for our minds to be renewed than 
by exposure to the Word of God. 
We will either be transformed by 
the renewal of our minds through 
consistent exposure to Scripture, 
or we will, by default, be con-
formed to the values of the world 
around us.

We read in Psalm 1:1-2 these 
words, “Blessed is the man who 
walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stands in the way 
of sinners, nor sit in the seat of 
scoffers; but his delight is in the 
law of the Lord, and on His law 
he meditates day and night.” Bib-
lical meditation simply means to 
prayerfully and carefully reflect 
on Scripture in order to determine 
what God is saying and the pos-
sible application of that Scripture 
to us.

If we are going to be trans-
formed through the renewing of 
our minds, we need daily expo-
sure to God’s Word through daily 
Bible reading.

In America’s early days, the 
Bible, or parts of it, was used in 
public schools to teach pioneer 

children how to read. Our found-
ing fathers based many of their 
decisions upon Bible teachings. 
The Ten Commandments and 
other Bible doctrines influenced 
most of our laws.

My friends, do you remember 
the bumper sticker or banner that 
read, “When all else fails read 
the instructions.” Unfortunately, 
this is not the mindset of many 
people today. They try to make 
it all through life without know-
ing God’s plan for them. And of 
course, many of them wind up 
failing, failing, failing, time and 
again they fail. Only then with 
their life in total mess, many of 
them will finally take out their 
Bible and dust it off and look for 
answers to their problems or di-
lemma.

Remember, the word of God 
is not a dead museum piece. It is 
alive and powerful, “sharper than 
any double-edged sword” in sep-
arating truth from error (Hebrews 
4:12). Seeing what the Bible 
says, understanding what the Bi-
ble means, proclaiming what the 
Bible teaches and applying bibli-
cal principles to personal and so-
cial situations – these disciplines 
keep us involved with the Word, 
so that it redeems us, restores us 
and renews us.

We find and read in 1 John 2:5 
these words, “If anyone obeys 
His Word, God’s love is truly 
made complete in him. This is 
how we know we are in Him.”

My friends, we can keep our 
focus on the word by revitalizing 
Bible study and Sunday School. 
We want our students to real-
ize that it is possible to see new 
truths each time a familiar scrip-
ture is read, if the Holy Spirit is 
allowed to lead.

Many earnest believers have 
gone off the deep end in our ex-
plorations of spirituality because 
we have neglected the clear guid-
ance of God’s word. The word 
steers us away from unfruitful di-
rections in our spiritual lives. It is 
the final test of every leading that 
we believe God has given us. I 
sincerely believe if we knew how 
and why God gave us His word, 
the Bible, we would have a great-
er respect and appreciation for it.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, An-
derson, Ind. He serves as chair-
man of the Southeastern Associa-
tion of The Church of God, Inc.

Have respect, appreciation for God’s word

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

www.nhcms.org
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 On Sept. 22, 
another one of 
God’s miracles 
takes place. It’s 
the start of the 
fall season.

However, be-
fore the original date of this 
seasonal change, signs of its 
arrival began to take place. 
One change that I noticed 
and to me is long overdue is a 
coolness in the air.

Yes, it’s here and I’m sure 
that I am not the only person 
excited about it. It’s no secret 
that I love this season, also 
known as autumn, because 
with it comes numerous things 
that so many rejoice over.

Thank you, Lord, for the 
celebrations of the seasons.

Fall brings so several won-
derful days, holidays, and spe-
cial moments which include 
Fall revivals for many church-
es, the Jewish faith celebrates 
Yom Kippur, Grandparents’ 
Day, Patriot Day and Colum-
bus Day are observed, harvest 
festivals are abundant, and the 
official Thanksgiving holiday 
is celebrated. Football is ev-
erywhere; on every level.

Like any other season, au-
tumn keeps my family on 
the go. I’ve said this before, 
I know that my family does 
not hold a monopoly on be-
ing busy. After all, we are all 
busy in some way with work, 
kids, school or simply put – 
with life? If I posed a ques-
tion asking if the things I just 
mentioned kept you running 
for the majority of the day, 
I’m positive that the major-
ity of you would answer, yes. 

But, what we all need to do 
is to just stop for a minute 
and enjoy the coolness of the 
evening. We should not only 
enjoy the wonderful, fresh au-
tumn air, but enjoy life.

Rick Warren, the preach-
er, teacher and author, once 
shared in a manuscript that 
“God wants you to enjoy life.” 
He further instructs that “You 
can have fun laughing as you 
worship and enjoying friends 
in and out of worship because 
they are learning to be like Je-
sus.” He referenced Matthew 
10:19.

We all need to stop and 
thank God for allowing us to 
enjoy his blessings, to see/
feel the miracles of the day 
and to know that regardless 
of what is going on at any pe-
riod in our lives, we are loved 
and love is something that we 
should all share.

Regardless of the season, 
The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, wants 
to serve as your personal mes-
senger to share your good 
news.

As always, we ask that you 
let us help you to commu-
nicate the good news of our 
Lord.

The King James Version 
of Isaiah 52:7b reads, “Your 
God reigns.” His presence is 
everywhere and so should the 
news of His love for all of His 
children.

To share your news, contact 
Daphne M. Higgins at reli-
gion@mississippilink.com, 
fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 
The Mississippi Link, 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from 
the Religion Editor

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Mission Mississippi, 840 E. River Place, Suite 506, 
Jackson, will host prayer breakfasts and gatherings 
across the state throughout the month of October.  For 
more information visit https://missionmississippiorg.
wordpress.com/whatwedo/calendar-2/  or call Mission 
Mississippi at (601) 353-6477. Rev. Neddie Winters is 
the president.

True Light Missionary Baptist Church, 224 E. Bell 
St., Jackson, will host its Weekly Prayer Call at 6 a.m. 
Oct. 5.  Rev. Marcus Cheeks, the church’s pastor, will 
lead the prayer call, known as the Light Line.  To par-
ticipate, call (218) 486-1348 and enter 22435578#.  
For more information call (601) 355-7364.

New Jerusalem Church, 168 Colonial Drive, Jackson, 
will host its Couples Connect Conference at 6: 30 p.m. 
Oct. 7,  and at 8:30 a.m. Oct. 8.  Jim and Teresa Ad-
ams, Amazon’s No. 1 international best-selling authors, 
will be guest speakers for the event designed to rekin-
dle couples’ relationships. Meals, snacks, conference 
books and materials will be available through registra-
tion.  Free childcare will be provided. To register visit:  
www:njc-ms.org. For more information call (601) 206-
5844.  Rev. Dwayne Pickett Sr. is the pastor.  

Greater Pearlie Grove Missionary Baptist Church, 
1640 West County Line Road, Jackson, Health Care 
Ministry will host a Fall Blood Drive in the church’s 
front parking lot from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Oct. 9. For more 

information call (601) 354-2026 or visit www.gpgmbc.
org.  Rev. Stephen F. Mason is the pastor.

New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jack-
son, Health Awareness Ministry will observe Pink 
Sunday 2016 Oct. 9, (in honor of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month) during its 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. wor-
ship services.  All members are encouraged to wear 
pink. For more information call (601) 366-7002 or visit 
http://newhope-baptist.org/ Dr. Jerry Young is the pas-
tor.

Zion Travelers Missionary Baptist Church, 925 
West Pearl St., Jackson, be the location of the Do-
mestic Violence Conference, Oct. 15 (time to be an-
nounced).  The theme: “The Potter Wants to Put you 
Back Together Again!” T-shirts for this event will be 
available. For additional information call (601) 355-
5545. Rev. Daniel Watkins is the pastor.

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church, Madi-
son, will join area organizations to help “Make Strides 
Against Breast Cancer” during the annual walk from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Oct. 22. All participants will meet at 
the Thalia Mara Hall, 255 E. Pascagoula St., Jackson.  
For more information or to register with the Pilgrim 
Rest Team, call (601) 856-2609 or visit: http://www.
pilgrimrestmadison.org/event/making-strides-against-
breast-cancer-2016-walk/. Rev. Matthew Canada is 
the pastor.
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By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
QUEUE MONITORING SOLUTION

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NO. 013-16

09/21/16

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Pro-
posal”) for a Wait Time Tracking/Queue Monitoring Solution (“Services”) to 
assist JMAA with monitoring the flow of passengers and or processing times 
at both Security Checkpoints at Jackson Medgar Wiley Evers International 
Airport (JAN).

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA, 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers Interna-
tional Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3 
p.m. (CDT) on October 27, 2016 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for 
Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of 
JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, Gen-
eral Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents 
and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Infor-
mation for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Robin Byrd, JMAA’s 
Procurement Manager, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Robin Byrd, Procurement Manager
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 616
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: rbyrd@jmaa.com 

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.
JMAA will hold a Pre- Submittal Conference at 2:00 p.m. (CDT) on Octo-
ber 10, 2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the 
Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Air-
port, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance at the Pre-
Submittal Conference is mandatory for all those submitting bids as a Prime 
Contractor for the Work.  Identified Sub-Contractors and or persons seeking 
opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Contractor are encouraged to attend 
the pre-proposal conference, though attendance is not mandatory.

Based on the Proposals, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3) Respon-
dents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services. JMAA 
will initiate negotiations with the Respondent ranked first on the list. If such 
negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satisfactory 
to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the 
first-ranked Respondent. In that event, JMAA will follow the same process 
with the other Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent 
agrees to and enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any rea-
son, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by 
JMAA to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and 
irregularities in the selection process.

9/22/2016  9/29/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 3048 - George Elementary School Windows Restoration

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing 
Time) October 26, 2016, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project will be held at George 
Elementary School,020 Hunter Street, Jackson, MS  39201 on October 12, 2016, 
at 2:30 P.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly 
suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  A $50.00 deposit shall be 
required on each set of plans and specifications, to be refunded upon return of all 
documents in good condition, by 4:30 p.m. the day before bid opening.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Burris/Wagnon 
Architects, P.A., 500L

East Woodrow Wilson Avenue, Jackson, MS 39216, Phone:  601-969-7543, Fax:  
601-969-9374, Email: stan@burriswagnon.com

9/29/2016, 10/06/2016

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
 Notice to Apply for Package Retailer Permit

Notice is hereby given that we the members of Next Level Entertainment, 
LLC, owners Martilious Holly and L. Socrates Garrett, intend to make ap-
plication for a Package Retailer Permit as provided for by the Local Option 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Laws, Section 67-1-1, et seq. of the Mississippi 
Code of 1972 Annotated. The business being located at the Metro Center 
Mall is near the junction of Interstates 20 and 220 at 3645 U.S. Highway 80, 
Jackson, Mississippi, 39209. If granted such permit, we propose to operate 
as a limited liability company.

9/29/2016, 10/06/2016

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
FOR 

CAFETERIA PLAN ADMINISTRATOR 
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

Written sealed proposals from responsible firms interested in the administration 
of a Cafeteria Plan for the City of Jackson, as authorized by and in accordance 
with Internal Revenue Code of Section 125 and Miss. Code 25-17-1 et. Seq., will 
be received by the Office of the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (City), MS on the 
1” Floor of the City Hall Building, Jackson, MS, until 3:30 p.m. (Central Standard 
Time), OCTOBER 18. 2016, at which time they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud and the contract awarded as soon as practical. Five (5) copies of each pro-
posal must be submitted. 

The successful proposer will not be allowed to participate with other insurance 
vendors in discussing, distributing literature, or selling products. 

Each proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope, addressed to the Office of 
the City Clerk, City of Jackson, 1m Floor of the City Hall Building, 219 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, MS 39201. Each sealed envelope containing a proposal 
must be plainly marked on the outside as “Proposal to Administer a Cafeteria Plan 
for the City of Jackson To Be Opened on  OCTOBER 18, 2016”. No proposal will be 
received or accepted after the above specified time for the opening of the proposal. 
Such proposal may be deemed invalid and returned unopened to the proposer. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to 
selection, every contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application with the bid submission, in 
accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportu-
nity (EBO) Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. An Equal 
Business Opportunity Plan Application is attached to this Request for Proposals 
(see attachment S-4). For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Busi-
ness Opportunity Program, please contact Michael Davis in the Office of Economic 
Development, (601) 960-1851. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan, applications 
and a copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street, 2nd Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

Request for proposals specifications may be obtained at no extra charge from 
the Department of Personnel Management, 1000 Metrocenter, Suite 102 between 
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday after September 23. 2016. The 
contact person is as follows: 

C. Denise McKay, Director 
Department of Personnel Management 
1000 Metrocenter, Suite 102 (601) 960-1746 

9/22/2016, 9/29/2016

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR BIDS 
TO PROVIDE “SPECIFIC EXCESS RISK” INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR

ACTIVE AND RETIRED CITY EMPLOYEES COVERED UNDER THE 
CITY OF JACKSON’S MEDICAL BENEFITS PLAN 

Written sealed bids from responsible firms to provide “Specific Excess Risk” Insur-
ance Coverage for Active and Retired City Employees covered under the City of 
Jackson’s Medical Benefits Plan will be received in the Office of the City Clerk of 
the City of Jackson, MS on the Floor of the City Hall Building, 219 S. President 
Street, Jackson, MS, until 3:30 p.m. (local time), OCTOBER 18, 2016, at this time 
the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud and the contract awarded as soon 
as practical. One original and five (5) copies of each bid must be submitted. 

Each bid must be submitted in a sealed envelope, addressed to the Office of the 
City Clerk, City of Jackson, 1g Floor of the City Hall Building, 219 S. President 
Street, Jackson, MS 39201. Each sealed envelope containing a bid must be plainly 
marked on the outside as “Bid to Provide Specific Excess Risk Insurance Cover-
age for Active and Retired City Employees covered under the City of Jackson’s 
Medical Benefits Plan will be received in the Office of the City Clerk To Be Opened 
on OCTOBER 18, 2016”. No bid will be received or accepted after the above-
specified time. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-

ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to 
selection, even, contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and Maned 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application with the bid submission, in 
accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportu-
nity (EBO) Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. An Equal 
Business Opportunity Plan Application is attached to this Request for Proposals 
(see attachment S-3). For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Busi-
ness Opportunity Program, please contact Michael Davis in the Office of Economic 
Development, (601) 960-1851. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan, applications 
and a copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street, 2nd Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

Request for bid specifications may be obtained at no extra charge from the Depart-
ment of Personnel Management, 1000 Metrocenter, Suite 102 between 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday after September 23, 2016. The contact 
person is as follows: 

C. Denise McKay, Director 
Department of Personnel Management 
1000 Metrocenter, Suite 102 
(601) 960-1746 

9/22/2016, 9/29/2016

LEGAL

Advertisement 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

EMERGENCY DEBRIS MONITORING AND 
DISASTER RECOVERY ASSISTANCE 

The City of Jackson (City), Mississippi is raluesting proposals from qualified 
proposers for the purpose of selaxingConsultani/Contractor(s) with which to 
negotiate Contract(s) for Emergency Debris Monitoring as described in the 
RFP. 

Proposals will he received by the City of Jackson at the office of the City 
Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205, until 
3:00 P.M. CT, Tuesday, October 18, 2016. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons conducting business with the City. 
As a pre-condition to selection, each Proposer shall submit a completed and 
signed Equal Business Opportunity (BO) Plan with the proposal submission, 
in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Op-
portunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive 
Order shall disqualify a Proposer from continuing in the selection process. 

A Pre-Proposal Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 13, 2016 at 2:00 
P.M., local time, and will be held in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, 
located on the 1st floor of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President St., 
Jackson, MS. 

Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one signed 
original plus five copies included with the proposal) shall he submitted in a 
sealed package and plainly marked on the outside of the package: “Proposal 
for Emergency Debris Monitoring. Proposals must be submitted to the Office 
of the City Clerk, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 by 
no later than 3:00 p.m. CT, on Tuesday, October 18, 2016. Interested firms 
may obtain a copy of the detailed Request for Proposals at no charge from 
the City’s Website at http://www.jacksonms.govibids or from: 

Alice Montgomery, Interim Solid Waste Manager
City of Jackson 
Department of Public Works 
Warren Hood Building 
200 South President Street 
Jackson, MS 39201 
Email: amontgomery@jacksonms.gov

Jerriot Smash, Director of Public Works 

Nakesha Watkins, Legal Counsel, Public Works 

Marshand Crisler, Interim CAO 

9/29/2016, 10/06/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped 
in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, October 25, 2016, at which time said bids will be publicly 
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following:

98846-102516 – Twenty-Four-Month Landfill Services for: Chipping/Grinding/
Hauling and Disposal of Vegetative Debris with an Option

Bids are available at  HYPERLINK “http://www.jacksonms.gov” www.jacksonms.
gov.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 
604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are 
filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 
1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, 
in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s 
EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more 
information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Appli-
cation and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the 
right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards 
will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in ac-
cordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost 
per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any 
proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In 
those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to 
award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such 
statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, NPCA, CPPB; Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1025

9/29/2016, 10/06/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR MAGNOLIA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
SIGN VARIANCE FOR MAGNOLIA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION TO RECEIVE 
CITIZEN INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016 AT 10:00 
A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE 
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & LICENSE DI-
VISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

9/22/2016  9/29/2016  10/06/2016

Help Wanted/Drivers
 Drivers- $40-60k Per Year! 

Paid Time Off! Late Model Equipment!
 Co. pays 75% of Health Ins! 

CDL-A w/2 yr exp. 855-418-0227 x103
Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY 

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.

Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,

Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$799 while supplies last!
Many More Safe Models At

Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY 

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.

Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,

Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$799 while supplies last!
Many More Safe Models At

Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY 

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.

Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,

Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$799 while supplies last!
Many More Safe Models At

Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

Discount Gun Safe
Liberty $799

PASS
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE AN-
DREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD 
BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

 • APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

      • OLD BUSINESS

• CASE NO. 2016-18, REQUEST BY: HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION FOR THE DEVELOPERS OF MOUNT HELM TO AP-
PEAR BEOFRE THE COMMISSION TO DETERMINE THE EXTENT OF 
PHASE ONE AND TWO DEVELOPMENT VIOLATIOS IN THE FARISH 
STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT.  

      • NEW BUSINESS 

• CASE NO. 2016-29, REQUEST BY: DUSTIN KOEHL (OWNER) TO 
PERFORM EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS TO THE HOME LOCATED AT 
1529 PEACHTREE STREET IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

• CASE NO. 2016-12, REQUEST BY: NEW STAGE THEATER (APPLI-
CANT: BILL MCMARTY) TO DEMOLISH THE HOME AND GARAGE 
LOCATED AT 1108 WIHITWORTH STREET, IN THE BELHAVEN HIS-
TORIC DISTRICT. 

 • OTHER  ITEMS

 • ADJOURN
9/22/2016, 9/29/2016

9/29/2016
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Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-513-0368

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®
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ABSOLUTE AUCTION - October 1.
Fulton Auto Auction. 405 E. Main St.,
Fulton, MS 38843. Open to the Public.
Sells where is, as is. Pre-register at 662-
862-7374.

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Train at home for a career working
with Medical Billing and Insurance
Claims. Online training can get you
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln Heritage
Life Insurance wants insurance Agents.
Leads - No Cold Calls - Commissions
Paid Daily - Agency Training. Life
Insurance required. Call 1-888-713-
6020  

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.
OWNER OPERATORS ONLY! 80%
Gross on Flatbed Freight! Home
Weekends. Permits Provided. File/Pay Fuel
Taxes. Owner Operators Lease Today!
CDL-A, 25 years, 2 years OTR experi-
ence. 870-336-9051

PROTECT YOUR HOME with fully cus-
tomizable security and 24/7 monitoring
right from your smart-phone. Receive
up to $1500 in equipment, free
(restrictions apply). Call 1-800-815-5610

DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
(FREE!) with Choice All-Included
Package. $60/mo for 24 months.  No
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-215-
6713
DISH NETWORK - NEW FLEX PACK.
Select the Channels You Want. FREE
Installation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24
months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a
month. CALL 1-800-319-2526

DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT CHIL-
DREN, $125. Includes name change
and property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-733-
7165, call us toll FREE 24/7.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.

GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

C o m p u t e r s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

H o m e  S e c u r i t y

E m p l o y m e n t - S a l e s

A u c t i o n s

E v e n t s

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

Week of September 25, 2016

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

WE TAKE FUN SERIOUSLY!
www.mschildrensmuseum.org

            

PURRRRR-fect...
Advertising

Solution! 

Statewide
Classifieds!

97 newspapers for one low rate!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement Available

To order your advertising call:

Mississippi
Press Services

Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Mississippi Newspapers
At Top Of The Stack!

Though there is lots of competition, newspapers stack up
as the number one form of advertising that Mississippi
residents have used in the past month to make a
purchasing decision. (Pulse Research, June 2016)

It stacks up for smart business advertising to be 

where people shop .... in Mississippi Newspapers!

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

Mississippi Newspapers
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Though there is lots of competition, newspapers stack up
as the number one form of advertising that Mississippi
residents have used in the past month to make a
purchasing decision. (Pulse Research, June 2016)

It stacks up for smart business advertising to be 

where people shop .... in Mississippi Newspapers!

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org
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LEGAL

Advertisement 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR 

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 
ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE EQUIPMENT 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals from quali-
fied proposers for the purpose of selecting a Service Provider with which to negotiate 
a Professional Services Agreement for the INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE 
OF ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE EQUIPMENT in the City of Jack-
son (as described in the RFP). 

Proposals will be received by the City of Jackson at the office of the City Clerk, City 
Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205, until 3:30 P.M. CST, 
October 25, 2016. 

Selection of a Service Provider for contract/agreement negotiation will be based on 
an objective evaluation of the following criteria: 
A. Service Provider’s innovative approach (20%) 
B. Service Provider’s experience, qualifications and references as demonstrated in 
similar engagements (15%) 
C. Expertise of key personnel to be assigned to the contract (20%) 
D. EBO Plan and commitment to maximizing MBE and FBE participation goals (10%) 
E. Cost proposal (35%) 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business 
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selec-
tion, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the 
provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. 
Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, 
bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Office of 
Economic Development at 601-960-1055. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan 
Applications and a copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street, 
Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi. 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and en-
suring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initia-
tives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities 
doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on 
various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its 
goal by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
consideration for an award. 

Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one signed 
original plus five copies included with the proposal) shall be submitted in a sealed 
package and plainly marked on the outside of the package: “INSTALLATION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE EQUIPMENT”. 

Proposals must be submitted to the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 by no later than 3:30 p.m., local time, on Tuesday, 
October 25, 2016. 

Interested firms may obtain a copy of the detailed Request for Proposals at no charge 
from the City’s Website at http://www.jacksonms.gov/bids or from: 

Wanda Tyler Knotts
City of Jackson 
Department of Public Works 
Warren Hood Building 
200 South President Street 
Jackson, MS 39201 
Email: wknotts@jacksonms.gov

Jerriot Smash, Director of Public Works           

Nakesha Watkins, Legal Counsel, Public Works 

Marshand Crisler, Deputy C.A.O., Administrative Office

9/29/2016, 10/06/2016



WASHINGTON – It’s not 
too late to get moving: Sim-
ple physical activity – mostly 
walking – helped high-risk se-
niors stay mobile after disabil-
ity-inducing ailments even if, 
at 70 and beyond, they’d long 
been couch potatoes.

One health policy specialist 
said the study released Monday 
suggests prescribing exercise 
may be just as important as pre-
scribing medications.

“Once you lose that mobil-
ity piece of your life, then you 
really lose independence,” said 
Patricia Katz of the University 
of California, San Francisco, 
who wasn’t part of the new re-
search but said physicians need 

to put the findings to use.
Katz called it striking that 

among the walkers, “if you start 
to have problems, you have a 
greater ability to recover and 
get your functioning back.”

Older adults often shift back 
and forth between indepen-
dence and conditions that can 
be disabling at least temporari-
ly – a broken bone, an operation 
or a hospitalization from illness 
that requires time and rehab if 
they’re to get back on their feet.

Monday’s research examined 
whether regular physical activ-
ity could help even the oldest 
seniors stay mobile for longer 
despite other health conditions.

The study enrolled more than 
1,600 adults between the ages 
of 70 and 89 considered at high 

risk for disability because they 
were sedentary and had vari-
ous chronic health problems, 
such as heart disease or diabe-
tes. More than 2 in 5 were 80 or 
older. To enroll, they had to be 
able to walk a quarter of a mile 
in 15 minutes – a long time, and 
some needed every minute.

“We were targeting folks 
who potentially had the most 
to gain,” said Dr. Thomas Gill, 
a Yale University geriatrician 
who led the work.

The study compared seniors 
assigned to a regular walking 
program, plus a little strength 
and balance exercise, with a 
control group given health edu-
cation.

Over 3½ years, the walking 
program reduced the amount 

of time seniors spent suffering 
from a major mobility problem 
by 25 percent, the researchers 
reported in Annals of Internal 
Medicine.

The walkers were less likely 
to experience a mobility-rob-
bing condition in the first place, 
more likely to recover if they 
did and less likely to suffer an-
other one, Gill said.

While the walking didn’t 
replace any necessary physi-
cal therapy, too often seniors 
“leave the hospital more debili-
tated than when they entered,” 
Gill said. The goal was to get 
them walking again as soon as 
possible.

Only half of U.S. adults of all 
ages get the amount of physical 
activity recommended for good 

health. And if they weren’t ac-
tive during middle age, older 
adults often are especially wary 
of getting started. Maybe they 
have arthritic pain, or are wor-
ried if it’s safe given other ill-
nesses, or fear they’ll fall.

Gill said the study shows 
many sedentary seniors can 
start walking safely, no gym 
membership needed – just a 
safe place such as a sidewalk or 
shopping mall. Those who were 
physically active were less 
likely to be injured in a fall, he 
noted.

There were six more deaths 
among the walkers over the 
course of the study, a difference 
that wasn’t statistically signifi-
cant, he said.

“A lot of people probably 

don’t know where to start,” 
said UCSF’s Katz, who co-au-
thored an editorial in Monday’s 
Annals that said an actual pre-
scription from the doctor could 
help, maybe more than a medi-
cation prescription.

No one expects a sedentary 
senior to suddenly speed-walk. 
The goal is to build up gradual-
ly to meet federal health guide-
lines that say even older adults 
should get 2½ hours a week of 
moderate-intensity exercise. 
Essentially, that means enough 
to increase your heart rate – not 
breathless, but breathing a little 
hard.

Seniors “should be more 
scared of not doing something,” 
Katz said. “It’s not too late. It 
gives you some resilience.”

NEW YORK – Scientists 
say the first baby has been 
born from a new technique 
that combines DNA from 
three people.

The goal is to prevent the 
child from inheriting a fa-
tal genetic disease from the 
mother.

The birth, of a boy, is re-
vealed in a research sum-
mary published by the 
journal Fertility & Steril-
ity. Scientists are sched-
uled to make a fuller pre-
sentation at a meeting next 
month.

The magazine New Sci-

entist said the baby was 
born five months ago to 
Jordanian parents, and that 
they were treated in Mexico 
by a team led by Dr. John 
Zhang of the New Hope 
Fertility Center in New 
York. The technique is not 
approved in the United 
States, but Zhang told the 
magazine, “To save lives is 
the ethical thing to do.”

A spokesman for the 
fertility center said Zhang 
was not available for fur-
ther comment on Tuesday. 
Others involved in the re-
search referred questions to 
Zhang.

The child was at risk of 

inheriting DNA for Leigh 
syndrome, a severe neuro-
logical disorder that usu-
ally kills within a few years 
of birth. Only a minority of 
Leigh syndrome cases are 
inherited through the type 
of DNA that is targeted by 
the new method.

The technique involved 
removing some of the 
mother’s DNA from an egg, 
and leaving the disease-
causing DNA behind. The 
healthy DNA was slipped 
into a donor’s egg, which 
was then fertilized. As a 
result, the baby inherited 
DNA from both parents and 
the egg donor.

HEALTH

Walking is medicine? It helped high-risk seniors 

Baby born from new technique 
of using DNA from 3 people
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By Lauran Neergaard
AP Medical Writer

By Malcolm Ritter
AP Science Writer



The Jackson State women’s 
soccer team picked up its first 
win of the season by shutting 
out Grambling State 5-0 Sept. 
25, at the JSU Soccer Complex. 

Four different Lady Tigers 
scored a goal for JSU. Patricia 
Calderson scored a game high 
two goals, with the first com-
ing at the 38:08 mark and the 
second at 41:31. Kalen Roberts 
scored the first goal of the game 
at the 2:13 mark in the first half 
on an assist from Quiona Mc-
Adam.

Kylie Christian led JSU with 
a pair of saves and Jennifer 
LeSage posted a game high 16 

saves.
JSU outshot Grambling 33-4 

with the Lady Tigers attempting 

21 shots on goal.
Jackson State returns to ac-

tion Sept. 30 when the Lady Ti-

gers travel to Itta Bena to take 
on Mississippi Valley State. 
First kick is set for 7 p.m.

The Mississippi Valley State 
Devilettes soundly defeated 
the Lady Golden Tigers of 
Tuskegee University 3-1 Sept. 
27.

The opening set began with 
Mississippi Valley having first 
serve. Megan Jones’ killer spike 
landed the point for MVSU and 
assisted the Devilettes in main-
taining their possession. The la-
dies of Mississippi Valley kept 
the lead by 4 points before the 
two-minute rally ended with a 
side lock from Lady Golden Ti-
gers’ Taliyanna Bryant.

Reckless handling by Tuske-
gee’s Jessica Johnson led the 
Lady Golden Tigers to their 
first time out. One service error 
by Nadia Crawford of MVSU 
was all the ladies of Tuskegee 
needed to move points. One 
free ball from libero Zahria 
Radford allowed the Devilettes 
to regain possession.

There was a block party 
thrown by MVSU’s Cynthia 
Richardson and Megan Jones, 
which brought the Devilettes 
one point closer to sealing the 
deal. At the second timeout on 
the floor the score stood at 20-
11, in favor of Mississippi Val-
ley. Excellent teamwork from 
Jamie Polk and Megan Jones 
kept the ball in play for the 
match point.

The second set ended in fa-
vor of Tuskegee to the tune of 
25-21. Within one serve the 

Devilettes had possession of 
the ball. A side tip by Shakayia 
Wilson of the Lady Golden Ti-
gers brought moved Tuskegee 
up by one. Marissa Chalmers 
had a massive attack to gain 
possession for MVSU. An un-
warranted dig by Kalin Barnes 
took the ball out of bounds 
giving the Lady Golden Tigers 
their ninth point.

Attacking with a kill down 
the middle marked MVSU’s Il-
liya Trahan return to the game. 
Hustle from Tuskegee’s Zahria 
Radford kept the ball in play. 
But still ended with a point 
for Mississippi Valley. Nadia 
Crawford with the defensive 
dig closed the gap by 5 points.

Despite the vigorous back 
and forth of the two teams, TU 

took the set.
With the series being 1-1 the 

Lady Golden Tigers seemed 
eager with to win with their 
4-1 lead over the Devilettes. 
Tuskegee quickly gets the ball 
back after a service error from 
Barnes. There was a kill with a 
touch from Lady Golden Tigers 
libero takes the score to 12-9.

Barnes added a side out point 
and a kill to the back row in a 
matter of minutes to tie up the 
game 23-23. Watkins had the 
match point to end set three, 
25-23.

Barnes started the rotation 
that led the Devilettes to their 
four point lead over Tuske-
gee causing Coach Robinson 
to call a timeout in hopes of 
breaking Barnes’s serving con-

centration. Needless to say it 
worked. Watkins had a pass-
ing error that gave the ball to 
the Lady Golden Tigers. With 
Tuskegee out of timeouts the 
score was MVSU 10 TU 7. A 
miscalculated set by Tuskegee 
gave the Devilettes the five-
point boost needed to keep the 
crowd engaged.

It was Barnes with the killer 
kill down the middle making 
the score 18-13 MVSU. Chalm-
ers with an impressive kill took 
MVSU up 19- 14 over TU. Polk 
scored the 23rd point, while 
holding Tuskegee to 16. Tuske-
gee’s Taliyanna Bryant was 
hungry for revenge by scoring 
her team’s last point. It was 
Nadia Crawford that made the 
match point.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Devilettes declaw Lady 
Golden Tigers of Tuskegee 3-1

Mississippi Valley’s Devilettes will travel to face Alabama State at 6 p.m. Sept. 30.

JSU Lady Tigers women’s soccer team
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The Alcorn State men’s bas-
ketball program will hold its 
2016 alumni game at 5 p.m. 
Oct. 14, in the Davey L. Whit-
ney Complex, head coach Mon-
tez Robinson announced.

Before the game tips off, 
the Braves will have an open 
practice from 1-3 p.m. which 
alumni, fans and friends are 
welcome to attend. Admission 
to the practice and game are $5 
per person.

After the game, the Braves 
will hold a meet n’ greet with 
alumni and the 2016-17 squad.

“I’m really looking forward 
to this event. It’s my first alumni 
game and I’m excited to bring 
back the legends of the program 
and get them on our court,” said 
Robinson. “It’s a tremendous 
opportunity for our student-
athletes to interact with our all-
time greats, and also a really 
great experience for the fans.”

Alumni on campus that will 
be in attendance include assis-
tant coach and All-SWAC First-

Team selection Delvin Thomp-
son, 2016 Mississippi Sports 
Hall of Fame inductee Larry 
Smith and assistant vice presi-
dent for athletic compliance and 
academic services Jason Cable.

The cost for alumni to play is 
$50 per person.

“It’s always great to see for-
mer players come back on 
campus and connect with our 
student-athletes,” said direc-
tor of athletics Derek Horne. 
“I know they will have a good 
time because they will see guys 
that they probably haven’t seen 
since they played. They gave 
a lot to Alcorn and we want to 
show our appreciation.”

Since Alcorn joined the 
SWAC in 1962-63, the men’s 
basketball program has won 16 
regular season championships 
and seven conference tourna-
ment titles.

The Braves have made six 
NCAA Tournament appear-
ances with three NCAA Tourna-
ment First Round victories and 
a pair of NIT appearances.

Jackson State defensive end 
Keontre Anderson has been 
named the College Sports Mad-
ness SWAC Defensive Player 
of the Week following his out-
standing performance against 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff Sept. 24. 

The Tigers picked up their 
first win of the season by beat-
ing UAPB 32-20 at War Memo-
rial Stadium in Little Rock, Ark.

Anderson recorded six tackles 
(four solo) and had 3 sacks and 
3.5 tackles for loss.

Jackson State 
returns to ac-
tion Oct. 1, 
when the Tigers 
take on Mis-
sissippi Valley 
State at Missis-
sippi Veterans 

Memorial Stadium. Kickoff is 
set for 6 p.m. JSU fans are asked 
to wear pink for Breast Cancer 
Awareness. 

For ticket information call the 
JSU Athletics Ticket Office at 
(601) 979-2420.

JSU soccer team shuts out Grambling

Alcorn basketball 
alumni game set 
for Oct. 14

JSU’s Anderson named College 
Sports Madness SWAC 
Defensive Player of the Week
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Anderson



BOOK REVIEW:
“CROSSING THE 
THINNEST LINE”
BYLAUREN LEADER-CHIVÉE
  C.2016, CENTER STREET   
  $27.00 / $35.00 CANADA  • 336 PAGES

Jahking and I!
An undeniable young talent on 

the rise, actor and rapper Jahk-
ing Guillory is already a veteran 
in the entertainment business at 
the age of 14. Born and raised in 
Long Beach, Calif., ‘King started 
pursuing his dream at 9 years-old, 
landing jobs in national commer-
cials, music videos and national 
print campaigns.

Graduating to larger roles in 
film and TV, ‘King has already 
shown how versatile an actor he 
is, playing the ultra-cool kid with 
swagger, to the computer geek, to 
the teenage drug dealer.

In addition to acting, ‘King is a 
talented rapper and works on his 
craft every day. He writes lyrics 
about his life and makes beats 
with his friends to every song he 
records.

Jahking is also a champion-
ship athlete. He played running 
back for superstar rapper Snoop 
Dogg’s junior football team, win-
ning five championships. He is a 
track star, too – winning the 800 
and 1500 meter dashes in the Ju-
nior Olympics.

Here, he talks about his star-
ring role as Brandon in Kicks, a 
coming-of-age adventure set in 
the Bay Area.

Kam Williams: Hi Jahking, 
thanks for the interview.

Jahking Guillory: Thank you.
KW: What interested you in 

Kicks?
JG: The story. It’s real. People 

are getting killed for materialistic 
things everyday and it has to stop.

KW: How would you describe 
your character?

JG: Brandon is shy and not 
confident. This changes for him 
drastically in the film.

KW: Who loved you uncon-
ditionally during your formative 
years?

JG: My mother.
KW: What is your favorite 

dish to cook?
JG: I like to help my mom 

cook Jambalaya.
KW: What’s the craziest thing 

you’ve ever done?
JG: Play Ding Dong Ditch. It 

was crazy.
KW: Craig Robinson asks: 

What was your last dream?
JG: I was sitting on the beach 

with my great-grandma.
KW: The Kerry Washington 

question: If you were an animal, 

what animal would you be?
JG: A cheetah.
KW: Larry Greenberg asks: 

Do you have a favorite movie 
monster?

JG: Mike from Monsters, Inc.
KW: Finally, what’s in your 

wallet?
JG: My ID and some con-

doms. [LOL]
KW: Thanks again for the 

time, Jahking, and best of luck 
with Kicks.

JG: Thanks, Kam.
Kam Williams can be reached 

at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

Your business is doing well. It 
could do better.

Just like every other busi-
ness in America, you have good 
weeks and bad. Sales go up and 
they flatten. You have financial 
feast-or-famine and you’d like 
more of the former than the 
latter. Author Lauren Leader-
Chivée says she knows how you 
can achieve that and in “Cross-
ing the Thinnest Line,” she ex-
plains.

Open the door to your office 
and look around. What does 
your staff look like? Many man-
agers, as Leader-Chivée learned 
at a conference, tend to sur-
round themselves with people 
who look like them. That might 

feel most comfortable, she indi-
cates, but to do so is to miss out.

While some may find it awk-
ward to actively, purposefully 
seek diversity, Leader-Chivée 
says it’s important to remember 
that most of us have ancestors 
who were outsiders once. It’s 
also rare in today’s world for 
anyone to live in a bubble. 

You probably already know, 
are related to, or come in regu-
lar contact with someone who 
is different than you, and you 
think nothing of it – which is to 
say that while humans generally 
resist change, you may already 
have “acquired diversity.”

Many folks find acquired di-
versity through family relation-
ships and personal discoveries. 
Others simply jump in and get 

to know people who don’t look 
like them.

Insisting on diversity in the 
workplace not only sparks cre-
ativity, but it’s also forward-
thinking. Within the next 25-to-
30 years, the U.S. will become 
a majority-minority. Diversity 
makes it easier to tap into new 
markets with impressive buying 
power; it allows your company 
to gain a foothold on other con-
tinents, and it will help to avoid 
the embarrassment of miscom-
munication. By utilizing new 
experiences from divergent 
people, you and your employees 
will benefit from a fresh point-
of-view, taking “full advantage 
of talents, insights and creative 
energies” and a much larger 
scope of knowledge.

Without diversity, says Lead-
er-Chivée, “we’ll suffer as a na-
tion…”

“It’s a mistake we can’t afford 
to make.”

I cannot deny that what’s 
inside “Crossing the Thinnest 
Line” could be helpful. It’s 
filled with statistics, surprising 
solutions and illustrative stories 
that show what world leaders 
and Big Business are doing. But 
that richness of info can also 
be a downfall; there’s just too 
much to take in here.

I really found myself wish-
ing that author Lauren Leader-
Chivée had made this into two 
books, or even three; that might 
have eased the overwhelmed 
feeling.

As it is, the needs for large 
corporations are covered well, 
but not so much those of small-
business owners or Mom-and-
Pops who are miles from the 
Fortune 500.

Leaders looking to hire more 
women will need to trek through 
information on diversity in race, 

sexuality and religion. Nonbusi-
ness-minded readers get a little 
of everything and may lose in-
terest long before finding what 
they really need.

This isn’t a bad book; it’s just 
too much of a book and reading 
it for its full benefit will take 
considerable time. If you’ve 
got that time, though, dive into 
“Crossing the Thinnest Line.” It 
may do your business well.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 12)
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Guillory is young 
talent on the rise

The “Kicks” Interview

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Cover
2. Hold up
3. Carrel
4. State
5. Cramp
6. Lube
7. Red planet
8. Decorative needle case
9. Lay
15. Kisser’s need
19. Peaked
21. Hasten
23. Store passageway
24. Blob
25. Used a keyboard
26. Dad
27. Voiced
28. Tree branch
30. National capital
32. Compass point

ACROSS 
1. Discs
4. Chemical compound
10. Allow
11. Derivative of opium
12. Wing
13. Tusked animal
14. Texan city
16. Perch
17. Monetary unit
18. Scale note
20. Letter afterward
22. Endure
26. Pain unit
29. Politically organized unit
31. Gets up
33. Use up
34. Person in distress
35. Palter
36. Amount of light reflected 
      from an object in space
37. Ending

© Feature Exchange

Guillory



BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. – Viola Davis said 
Sept. 25, that her own experiences with sexual as-
sault led her to become an advocate for the Rape 
Foundation and encouraged others to visit treat-
ment centers so they’ll become supporters.

“You must,” she said. “And then let your heart 
do the rest.”

“Myself, my mother, my sisters, my friend Re-
becca, my friend from childhood, we all have one 
thing in common: We are all survivors of sexual 
assault in some way, shape or form,” Davis said at 
a benefit for the foundation.

It provides free medical treatment, counseling 
and legal aid to sexual assault victims at its Rape 
Treatment Center and Stuart House, which spe-
cializes in caring for sexually abused children.

An advocate for the group since playing its 
founder in a 2010 film, Davis was among the 
guests of honor at the organization’s annual fun-
draising brunch held at billionaire Ron Burkle’s 
Greenacres estate in Beverly Hills, Calif.

Davis said half of the survivors helped by the 
Rape Foundation are children, adding that one in 
four girls and one in six boys are sexually abused 
before age 18.

Her own sister is among the casualties: She was 
sexually assaulted at age 8 and still struggles to-
day.

“I continue to pray for my sister,” said Davis, 
who has previously spoken publicly about her sis-
ter’s attack.

The brunch was held in a tented space in 
Burkle’s backyard, where “Black Panther” star 
Chadwick Boseman, “Vampire Diaries” actress 
Nina Dobrev and the supporting cast on Davis’ 
“How to Get Away With Murder” were among the 

guests in 95-degree heat.
David Schwimmer was the master of ceremo-

nies. The actor-director started working with the 
Rape Foundation during his “Friends” days and 
has served on its board of directors for the last 12 
years. He said the brunch supports a year’s worth 
of services at the Rape Treatment Center and Stu-
art House.

The Rape Foundation also provides education-
al programs for first responders and middle- and 
high-school students.

NEW YORK – Fox Search-
light will hold voter registration 
enrollment in theater lobbies 
ahead of screenings of the Nat 
Turner slave rebellion drama 
“The Birth of a Nation.”

Though the film has been 
somewhat overshadowed by a 
17-year-old rape case involving 
Nate Parker, the film’s direc-
tor and star, Fox Searchlight is 
shifting the attention surround-
ing “The Birth of a Nation.” 

The specialty film distributor 
said Sept. 27, the voter initia-
tive rolled out nationwide dur-
ing promotional screenings 
Sept. 27, National Voter Reg-
istration Day, and will continue 
on opening weekend, Oct. 7-9.

Fox Searchlight said some 20 
theater chains and independent 
theaters are participating.

The film dramatizes the 
events leading up to the Turner-
led revolt in 1831 Virginia that 
was defeated, killing some 60 
slaves.
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By Sandy Cohen
AP Entertainment Writer

By Zenitha Prince 
Trice Edney Newswire

Davis describes becoming 
rape foundation advocate

‘Birth of a Nation’ launches 
voter registration initiative
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September 28 - October 4, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

GROUND
CHUCK

PER  LB.

$279

FRESH

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$129

SAVE  ON  FRESH

FRYER  
LEG  QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$499

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SPRING
WATER

24  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

$299

SAVE  ON

BETTY  CROCKER
CAKE  MIX

15.25 - 16.25  OZ.

$100

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

VEGETABLE
OIL

GALLON  JUG

$499

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SPREAD

MARGARINE
QUARTERS
1  LB. PKG. ............................... 79¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

HEARTY  
BISCUITS
12  OZ. .................................... 89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SHREDDED
CHEESE
8  OZ.  ....................................... 

$179

ASSORTED  YOPLAIT

GREEK  YOGURT
4 - 5.3  OZ. ................................. 89¢

SAVE  ON

SIMPLY  JUICES 
1.75  LTR.  .................................. 

$349

MC  KENZIE'S

CHUB  CORN
16 - 20  OZ.  ................................ 79¢

COLE'S  MINI

GARLIC  BREAD
7 - 8  OZ.  ................................... 

$100

PILLSBURY

TOASTER  
STRUDELS
6  CT.  ....................................... 

$179

piggly wiggly

SWEET  CALIFORNIA

STRAWBERRIES
1  LB.  PKG.

2/$5
WASHINGTON  GROWN  RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
PER  LB.

$100
NATURE'S

GREENS
MUSTARD / COLLARDS,  16  OZ.

2/$4
FRESH  EXPRESS

SALAD  MIX
12  OZ.

$100

FRESH

CRISP  CUCUMBERS
EACH

2/99¢

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

SANDERSON  FARMS  FRESH  FRYER

BONELESS
BREAST

PER  LB.

$199
PACKED  FRESH  MARKET  STYLE

SLICED  SLAB
BACON

PER  LB.

$299

USDA  CHOICE   BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$269
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RIBEYE  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$949

FRESH  BONELESS

PORK
TENDERLOIN

PER  LB.

$299
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BOTTOM  ROUND

STEAK
FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$349


