
WASHINGTON, D.C. - 
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
ordered two security reviews 
Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2013, to 
look at how well the Navy 
protects its bases and how ac-
curately it screens its workers, 
following the mass shooting 
at the Washington Navy Yard, 
a heavily secured military in-
stallation in the heart of the 
nation’s capital, authorities 
said.

A senior defense official 
said that Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel also intends to 
order a review of physical se-
curity and access at all depart-
ment installations worldwide 
as questions swirled Tuesday 
about the quality of the Pen-
tagon’s security systems and 
how well the military screens 
uniformed and civilian work-
ers who have access to some 
of the country’s most secure 
buildings.

Armed and with a “secret” 
level security clearance, a 
Navy contractor information 
technology worker Aaron 
Alexis, 34, was able to enter 
the Washington Navy Yard 

and swipe an access card 
to get into the headquarters 
building where he shot and 
killed 12 people and wounded 
several others.

A draft Defense Department 
audit criticizes one of the Na-
vy’s security review programs 
for lower level contractors. It 
said that in order to save costs, 
not enough is done to properly 
screen workers. Although that 
system was not the one used 
to evaluate Alexis, it under-
scores persistent problems 
with the screening processes.

The Defense Department 
Inspector General found that 
one of the Navy’s security 
programs, which is more of-
ten used to review contrac-
tors who do not require se-
curity clearances, did not vet 
the workers well enough to 
eliminate the risks of allowing 
them access to Navy facilities.

Alexis, a former Navy re-
servist, was put through a 
more extensive, detailed se-
curity review process in order 
to get his “secret” level clear-
ance - that he had while in the 
military and then later for his 
contracting job.

The federal government 
investigated Alexis in 2007 
and he was given his security 
clearance in March, 2008, a 
defense official said. Alexis 
got a clearance to handle “se-
cret” information, a level that 
is good for 10 years before it 
has to be renewed.

According to Navy officials, 
the reviews ordered by Mabus 

will take two tracks. The first 
one is due by the beginning 
of October 2013 and will be 
a quick assessment of secu-
rity at Navy bases around the 
world. The second one will 
be longer and more detailed 
and will look at how well the 
Navy protects its installations 
and screens its personnel.

(See Mabus, page 6.)

According to the Alzheim-
er’s Association, more than 
five million Americans are 
living with Alzheimer’s to-
day. Alzheimer’s is a type of 
dementia that causes prob-
lems with memory, thinking 
and behavior. Its symptoms 
usually develop slowly and 
get worse over time, becom-
ing severe enough to inter-
fere with daily tasks. Memo-
ry loss is the most severe and 
recognizable symptom.

For individuals and care-
giver families affect by Al-
zheimer’s, a great asset is 
found with the Alzheimer’s 
Association as the world’s 
leading voluntary health or-
ganization working with 
the disease. It’s mission is 
to eliminate Alzheimer’s 
through advanced research 
and to provide enhanced care 
and support for those affect-
ed. It also works to reduce the 
risk of dementia through the 
promotion of brain health.

The annual Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s organized the 
Association’s premier event, 
held in Jackson, Saturday, 
Sept. 14.

Its honorary chair Patrick 
House, winner of The Biggest 
Loser’s season 10, said, “We 
are here for the Alzheimer’s 
Walk to help raise awareness 
and to raise funds for a great 
cause. I have been involved 
in Vicksburg with our sup-
port group. I do have a per-
sonal connection in that my 
dad and my granddad were 
affected by Alzheimer’s.”

All of the elements were 
aligned to make for a good 

day for a walk-run for this 
most important cause. The 
grounds at the Mississippi 
Museum of Art, 380 S. La-
mar St., in downtown Jack-
son, were covered with vol-
unteers, runners and walkers, 
family supporters, health 
care providers and sponsors. 
More blocks were added to 
the length of the walk that 
stepped off at 10 a.m.

Executive Director of the 
Mississippi chapter, Pat-
ty Dunn, said, “This Walk 
was very phenomenal. We 
couldn’t have done this with-
out you. We have raised more 
money than we did last year. 
Today’s count is at about 
$77,000; we will go back and 
do the audit.” Last year this 
chapter raised $67,000, con-
tributing to the $51.8 million 
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Six candidates from the field of 
nine Democrats running in District 
2 and three Democrats running for 
District 4 attended the debate put on 
by the Democratic Executive Com-
mittee Thursday, Sept. 12, held at the 
Metrocenter Mall. Two Republicans 
are running in District 4 as well. 

Candidates were asked about their 
qualifications, their visions and pri-
orities for the county, their ability to 
work cooperatively with others and 
their familiarity with the county bud-
get or managing other budgets, ques-
tions to shed light on how they would 
help run the Hinds County - one of 
the largest counties in the state that 
encompasses all of Jackson.

Two seats became open earlier 
in the year when longtime District 
2 supervisor Doug Anderson died 
in April and District 4 supervisor 
Phil Fisher was elected as mayor of 
Clinton. Robert Walker has served as 
interim supervisor for District 2 and 
Alphonso Hunter as interim supervi-
sor for District 4 - on the condition 
that they would not run for election 
to permanent seats.

Primary elections will be held 
Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2013. The busy 
field of candidates include:

District 2 - nine Democratic can-
didates: David Archie, Jackson; 
Dorothy “Dot” Benford, Jackson; 
W. R. (Bo) Brown, Jackson; Leon 
Jones, Raymond; Gus McCoy, Jack-
son; Darrel McQuirter, Clinton; Wil-
lie Earl Robinson, Jackson; Alberta 
Ross Gibson, Jackson; and Theodore 
“Ted” Williams, Clinton.

District 4 - three Democratic can-
didates: James “Lap” Baker, Clinton; 
Jerry Hopkins, Edwards; and Mi-
chael MalDonado, Byram.

District 4 - two Republican candi-
dates: Tony Greer and Alvin Woods.

At the Thursday debate, candi-
dates expressed why they were run-
ning for the office.

McCoy said the county needs to 
prioritize its spending, the bulk of 

which now goes to law enforcement. 
“I don’t want us not to invest in law 
enforcement, but I do want us to rein-
vest in other priorities,” he said. 

McCoy called attention to the 
county’s nearly 800 employees. 
“Having worked for a company for 
18 years and run my own business, I 
know happy employees make happy 
products. They take better care of 
their jobs,” he said. “We have to take 
better care of our employees who 
spend a large part of their income on 
insurance and other benefits.”

Brown said he wants to form a 
citizens advisory committee to meet 
with county leaders about what 
should be budget priorities. He fa-
vors a cost-benefit budget plan rather 
than a zero-balance budget formula 
the county now uses. Brown said his 
service on the Jackson City Council 
makes him prepared to hit the ground 
running if elected. He said he has 
experience navigating the legislative 
process.

“I see a Hinds County that is flour-
ishing if we take advantage of our 
available resources such as medical 
facilities and universities and col-
leges to promote economic develop-
ment,” Brown said. Senior citizens 
especially, he said, want to be near 
quality health facilities. Brown also 
said the county needs to exploit its 
cultural and historic resources, such 
as Civil War, slavery and Civil Rights 
sites.

Jones said the county’s budget has 
remained about the same for years 
and that needs to change. “With ev-
erything going up, we can’t afford to 
stay on the same budget. We’re going 
to be left behind,” he said. His first 
order of business would be to learn 
from other supervisors and focus on 
roads, bridges and the Hinds County 
Detention Center.

District 4 candidate Baker also 
said the county must set priorities. 
“You can’t spend what you don’t 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus speaks during a news conference at 
Washington Hospital Center, in Washington, Monday, Sept. 16, 2013 after 
visiting the people injured in the shooting at the Washington Navy Yard. 
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ceremony in the Rose Garden at the White House in Washington, 
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have,” he said. A comprehensive 
plan to address citizens’ needs has to 
be formulated, adding, “We have to 
be creative and innovative. We must 
have magnets to keep businesses and 
people here and stronger magnets to 
attract new businesses and people.”

Hopkins said he has not analyzed 
the budget but…, “It doesn’t take a 
lot of analysis to see decline.” He 
sees crime as a major factor in the 
flight from the county. “We have to 
get crime under control. If citizens 
and businesses are not comfortable, 
they won’t come here. We need to of-
fer citizens a quality of life and make 
them feel safe,” Hopkins said. 

Hopkins spent 27 years working 
in the county and eventually was a 
superintendent in Public Works. He 
also was a Bolton patrolman for 10 
years. He said the citizens should al-
ways be at the forefront as supervi-
sors do their jobs. “We must make 
sure their best interest is at hand in 
all we do. And when disagreements 
arise, we must work to find common 
ground.” 

McQuirter served the city of Clin-
ton for 27 years as a firefighter, the last 
five as fire chief and worked as direc-
tor of affirmative zoning for the coun-
ty. He’s concerned about the image 
sometimes presented of supervisors in 
their dealings with each other and oth-
ers. “People have to have confidence 
in their leaders,” he said. McQuirter 
added that if elected he will strongly 
promote economic development.

Gibson said she would promote 
better communications among su-
pervisors and small town and city 
officials in the county to address all 
their needs. Other priorities, she said, 
include making sure major corridors 
- such as JSU, the medical area and 
Byram/Clinton Parkway - are work-
ing efficiently.

MalDonado spent 23 years in 
law enforcement and said his jobs 
equipped him to deal with people 
from all walks and negotiating vari-
ous situations to reach expected re-
sults. He said crime prevention is 
paramount to building the economy, 
as well as utilizing business corridors 
efficiently.

Baker said his 41 years as a plan-
ner speaks for him, being a city plan-

ner in Jackson 
and other cities. 
“Experience 
and knowledge 
give me the 
background to 
be an effective 
supervisor,” 
said Baker. 
For 17 years, 
he was direc-
tor of planning 
and adminis-
tration for the 
Public Works 
Department. 
“You have to 
know people 
to get things 
done, because 
if you don’t, the 
doors never get 
open.”

Robinson, 
reached after 
the debate, 
echoed other 
c a n d i d a t e s ’ 
concerns on 
the need for 
economic de-
velopment and 
reducing crime. 
“People aren’t 
coming to look 
at Jackson if 
crime is high.” 
He cited a need 
to work with all the municipalities 
in the county as well as the city of 
Jackson.

Robinson worked with the county 
for 33 years and was director of Cen-
tral Repair, reporting to the Board of 
Supervisors. “I’m very familiar with 
budgeting, and I know how county 
government works,” he said. He also 
worked as a volunteer firefighter for 
38 years.

Archie ran against Supervisor 
Doug Anderson in Anderson’s last 
election, winning 48 percent of the 
vote in that race. 

Benford has run before for several 
local offices. 

Williams worked for 37 years at 
Delphi/Packard.

All candidates, when reminded of 
the problems of late at the Detention 

Center - riots, injuries and a death, a 
crumbling, unsafe facilities - agreed 
the county can’t afford to build a new 
jail. All agreed that renovations must 
be made to bring the jail up to stan-
dards for safety and security of the 
public and inmates.

Most important is that citizens get 
out and vote.
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Continued from page 1
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STATE

WASHINGTON, D.C. - America 
was founded as a beacon of free-
dom, inclusion, and opportunity for 
the world, and has since thrived - 
powered largely by our unique di-
versity and constant influx of fresh 
energy, talent, and ideas. This is 
who we are, and what makes us 
great.

On Sept. 17, 2013 we paused to 
recognize National Constitution 
Day and Citizenship Day and to re-
affirm our pride as a nation of im-
migrants. In more than 180 natural-
ization ceremonies taking place this 
week, over 18,000 new citizens are 
being welcomed into the American 
family.

But today we are also reminded 
of the countless individuals who 
at this point in our nation’s history 
do not have the opportunity to earn 
their citizenship. Eleven million 
people are waiting in the shadows 
as a result of our broken immigra-
tion system, which is why the Pres-
ident and his Administration stand 
firmly with the majority of Ameri-
cans pushing for commonsense, 
comprehensive immigration reform 
that includes a pathway to earned 
citizenship.

We know it is possible; we just 
need Congress to act, and finish the 
job.

Excerpt from the Proclamation 
by President Obama, Sept. 17:

“We are a proud Nation of im-
migrants, home to a long line of 

aspiring citizens who contributed 
to their communities, founded busi-
nesses, or sacrificed their liveli-
hoods so they could pass a brighter 
future on to their children. 

“Each year on Citizenship Day, 
we welcome the newest members 
of the American family as they 
pledge allegiance to our Constitu-
tion and join us in writing the next 
chapter of our national story.

“Throughout our history, im-
migrants have embraced the spirit 
of liberty, equality, and justice for 
all - the same ideals that stirred 
the patriots of 1776 to rise against 
an empire, guided the Framers as 
they built a stronger republic, and 
moved generations to bridge our 
founding promise with the realities 
of our time.”

A nation of immigrants on Citizenship Day
By Valerie Jarrett
Office of Public Engagement 
and Intergovernmental Affairs

BEST CHOICE FOR HINDS COUNTY
DOROTHY “DOT” BENFORD FOR SUPERVISOR

Paid for by friends of Dorothy Benford



WASHINGTON - Some propo-
nents of gun control are citing the 
Washington Navy Yard shooting as 
another reason to condemn Con-
gress for failing to strengthen fire-
arms laws, but it’s unclear if what 
President Barack Obama called “yet 
another mass shooting” will reignite 
idle legislation.

The case for increased gun control 
has become increasingly difficult 
since Obama proposed stricter laws 
in January following the shooting 
of 20 first-graders and six staffers 
at a Newtown, Conn. Elementary 
School. The president was power-
less to push through national legisla-
tion this year, and just last week two 
Colorado legislators who supported 
stronger state laws were recalled by 
voters.

It remains to be seen whether 13 
additional deaths on Sept. 16, includ-
ing the lone gunman at the Navy 
Yard, can change momentum in the 
debate, particularly with so many 
details uncertain. Sen. Dianne Fein-
stein, a leading advocate for tougher 
gun control in the Senate, said the 
shooting “is one more event to add to 
the litany of massacres” and issued a 
call to action.

“When will enough be enough?” 
the California Democrat said in a 
written statement. “Congress must 
stop shirking its responsibility and 
resume a thoughtful debate on gun 
violence in this country. We must do 
more to stop this endless loss of life.”

Law enforcement officials say the 
shooter, 34-year-old Aaron Alexis, 
suffered a host of serious mental is-
sues, including paranoia and a sleep 
disorder, and had been hearing voic-
es in his head. There were conflict-

ing reports on which guns he used or 
how he obtained them.

For Obama, it was at least the sev-
enth mass shooting of his presidency, 
and he wearily mourned the victims 
while speaking at the White House.

Asked later about whether the 
shooting would reignite his call for 
more gun control, Obama spokes-
man Jay Carney said the president 
was implementing executive actions 
and reiterated his commitment to 
strengthening gun laws, including 
expanding background checks to 
sales online and at gun shows. “The 
president supports, as do an over-
whelming majority of Americans, 
common-sense measures to reduce 
gun violence,” Carney said.

Dr. Janis Orlowski, chief operat-
ing officer of Washington Hospital 
Center, which treated several of the 
Navy Yard victims, said: “We need 
to do whatever we can - to have peo-
ple argue, to have people disagree - 
this is something we’ve got to work 
on together. ... We’ve got to stop it.”

Dan Gross, President of the Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, 

said after every shooting, “the corpo-
rate gun lobby’s friends in Congress 
obstructed the will of the American 
people and stood in the way of sen-
sible solutions to gun violence.”

Obama and gun control advocates 
have vowed to continue fighting for 
the cause but they can’t point to a 
single new Senate supporter. Their 
case wasn’t helped by last week’s 
recall of two Colorado Democratic 
senators who supported expanded 
background checks and limits on 
ammunition magazines.

Mark Glaze, executive director 
of Mayors Against Illegal Guns, 
said the group will continue to “give 
legislators who take risks to protect 
public safety the resources to defend 
themselves.” He said it may take 
some time, but predicted eventually 
they will have support in the Senate 
for tighter laws.

“It’s a question of how long some 
senators think they can politically 
sustain doing nothing while 33 more 
Americans die every day and the 
mass shootings continue,” Glaze 
said.

NATIONAL

WASHINGTON - The nation’s 
poverty rate stood still at 15 percent 
last year, the sixth straight year that it 
has failed to improve.

The Census Bureau reported Sept. 
17 that 46.5 million Americans - or 
more than 1 in 7 - were living in pov-
erty last year. That is not statistically 
different from the number of impov-
erished in 2011.

The median household income 
was $51,017, unchanged from the 
previous year, following two con-
secutive annual declines. The share 
of people without health insurance 
declined slightly, from 15.7 percent 
to 15.4 percent.

The last significant decline in the 
poverty rate came in 2006, during 
the Bush administration and before 
the housing bubble burst. In 2011, 
the poverty rate dipped to 15 percent 
from 15.1 percent, but census of-
ficials said that change was statisti-
cally insignificant.

For the last year, the official pov-
erty line was an annual income of 
$23,492 for a family of four.

The latest poverty numbers present 
unwelcome news for President Barack 
Obama as he seeks credit for an eco-
nomic turnaround after the 2007-2009 
recession. He said that congressional 
Republicans would reverse recent 
economic gains if they took uncom-
promising stands in connection with 
looming budget deadlines.

The Census Bureau’s annual re-
port offers a snapshot of the econom-
ic well-being of U.S. households for 
2012, when the unemployment rate 
averaged 8.1 percent after reach-
ing an average high of 9.6 percent 
in 2010. Typically, the poverty rate 
tends to move in a similar direction 
as the unemployment rate, so many 
analysts had been expecting a mod-
est decline in poverty.

The latest census data show that 
the gap between rich and poor was 
largely unchanged over the last year, 
after increasing steadily since 1993.

GOP conservatives have been 
demanding a delay of Obama’s new 

health care law as the price for sup-
porting continued federal govern-
ment spending. The House is also 
expected to consider a bill this week 
that would cut food stamps for the 
poor by an estimated $4 billion an-
nually - 10 times the size of cuts 
passed by the Democratic Senate 
- and allow states to put broad new 
work requirements in place for re-
cipients.

“This lack of improvement in 
poverty is disappointing and dis-
couraging,” said John Iceland, a 
former Census Bureau chief of the 
poverty and health statistics branch 
who is now a Penn State sociology 
professor. “This lack of progress in 
poverty indicates that these small 
improvements in the economy are 
not yet being equally shared by all.”

Ron Haskins, a senior fellow at 
the Brookings Institution who spe-
cializes in poverty, agreed.

“Everything’s on hold, but at a 
bad level: poverty and income did 
not change much in 2012,” he said. 
“So child poverty is still too high 
and family income is still too low. 
The recession may be over, but try to 
tell that to these struggling families. 
Don’t expect things to change until 
the American economy begins to 
generate more jobs.”

Broken down by state, Mississippi 
had the highest share of poor people, 
at 22 percent, according to rough 
calculations by the Census Bureau. 
It was followed by Louisiana, New 
Mexico and Arkansas. On the other 
end of the scale, New Hampshire 
had the lowest share, at 8.1 percent.

The official poverty level is based 
on a government calculation that 
includes only income before tax de-
ductions. It excludes capital gains or 
accumulated wealth, such as home 
ownership.

As a result, the official poverty 
rate takes into account the effects 
of some government benefits, such 
as unemployment compensation. It 
does not factor in noncash govern-
ment aid such as tax credits and food 
stamps.

David Johnson, the chief of the 
Census Bureau’s household eco-
nomics division, estimated that un-
employment benefits helped keep 
1.7 million people out of poverty.

If non-cash government aid were 
counted in the official formula, the 
earned income tax credit would have 
lifted another 5.5 million people 
above the poverty threshold. Food 
stamps would have boosted 4 mil-
lion people, lowering the poverty 
rate to 13.7 percent.

The slight dip in Americans with-
out health coverage meant 48 million 
people were without insurance. The 
drop was due mostly to increases in 
government coverage, such as Med-
icaid and Medicare. The number of 
people covered by employer-provid-
ed health insurance remained flat.

The decline was modest com-
pared to a bigger drop in 2011, 
which occurred due to increased 
coverage for young adults under the 
new health care law.

Because the main provisions of 
the Affordable Care Act don’t take 
effect until 2014, the latest census 
numbers offer a baseline number of 
uninsured by which increased cover-
age and effectiveness of the law will 
be measured. Many conservative 
Republicans remain committed to 
repealing it.

Starting next year, the government 
will offer tax credits for people with-
out access to job-based health insur-
ance to buy private coverage through 
new markets, called exchanges, in 
each state. Open enrollment starts 
Oct 1. The new health care law also 
expands Medicaid to cover millions 
more low-income people, but so far 
only 24 states plus Washington, D.C., 
have gone along with the expansion.

The Congressional Budget Of-
fice estimates that by next year, the 
health law will reduce the number 
of uninsured in the U.S. by about 
25 percent. By 2017, it is projected 
that 92 percent of eligible Americans 
will have health insurance, a 10 per-
centage point increase from today’s 
level.

U.S. poverty rate remains 
stuck at 15 percent

Shooting reignites gun 
talk, but bills still cold

HYGIENE, Colo. - Clear skies 
and receding floodwaters have al-
lowed many Colorado flood vic-
tims to return home to submerged 
houses and upended vehicles with 
the realization that rebuilding their 
lives will take months. And rescue 
crews said Tuesday, Sept. 17, that 
emergency calls were dropping 
after they rescued hundreds more 
people stranded by floodwaters.

As many as eight people were 
believed to be dead, according to 
state officials, and hundreds were 
still missing. But that number has 
been decreasing, with the state’s 
latest count below 650 people. Of-
ficials hoped the number of miss-
ing would continue declining as the 
stranded got in touch with families.

The death toll was expected to 
increase but officials said it could 
take weeks or even months to 
search through flood-ravaged areas 
looking for people who died.

By Tuesday, the number of 
emergency airlifts was tapering off 
and helicopter crews methodically 
searched for those who still need 
help in the areas that remained in-
accessible by ground. More than 
2,300 people and 850 pets have 
been airlifted to safety by Tuesday, 
according to the Colorado National 
Guard.

“They’ve kind of transitioned 
from that initial response to going 
into more of a grid search,” Colo-
rado National Guard Lt. Skye Rob-
inson said.

Residents of Hygiene, a small 
community east of the Rocky 
Mountain foothills, returned home 
Monday to find homes destroyed 

and mud blanketing roads. The St. 
Vrain Creek left trucks in ditches 
and carried items as far as 2 miles 
downstream.

“My own slice of heaven, and 
it’s gone,” Bill Marquedt said of his 
home.

Residents set to sweeping, shov-
eling and rinsing, but the rebuilding 
task was overwhelming.

“What now? We don’t even 
know where to start,” said Gen-
evieve Marquez. “It’s not even like 
a day by day or a month thing.”

“I want to think that far ahead but 
it’s a minute by minute thing at this 
point,” she added.

State emergency officials offered 
a first glimpse at the scope of the 
damage, with counties reporting 
about 19,000 homes either dam-
aged or destroyed. Those prelimi-
nary figures are certain to change 
as the waters continue to recede and 
roads are cleared to allow crews to 
access more areas.

In the mountain towns, major 
roads were washed away or cov-
ered by mud and rock slides. Ham-
lets like Glen Haven were reduced 
to debris and key infrastructure like 
gas lines and sewers systems were 
destroyed.

Hundreds of homes around Estes 
Park, next to Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park, could be unreachable 
and uninhabitable for up to a year, 
town administrator Frank Lancaster 
said.

The town of Lyons was almost 
completely abandoned. Emergen-
cy crews gave the few remaining 
residents, mostly wandering Main 
Street looking for status updates, a 
final warning to leave.

Most of Lyons’ trailer parks were 
completely destroyed. One angry 
man was throwing his possessions 
one by one into the river rushing 
along one side of his trailer on Sun-
day, watching the brown water car-
ry them away while he drank a beer.

Colorado evacuees return 
to find more heartbreak

The Associated Press

A woman is helped off of a military helicopter at the Boulder Municipal Air-
port in Boulder, Colo., on on Monday, Sept. 16, 2013, after being rescued. 
Thousands of people remained stranded by high water and washed out 
roads in the state. AP PhoTo/Ed AndriESki

The American flags surrounding the Washington Monument fly at half-staff as 
ordered by President Barack obama following the deadly shooting Monday at 
the Washington Navy Yard, Tuesday morning, Sept. 17, 2013, in Washington. 
AP PhoTo/J. ScoTT APPleWhiTe
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Ray Mabus, the 75th 
United States Secretary of 
the Navy, sworn into office 
in 2009, leads America’s 
Navy and Marine Corps. 
As Secretary of the Navy, 
Mabus is responsible for 
conducting the affairs of the 
Department of the Navy, in-
cluding recruiting, organiz-
ing, equipping, training and 
mobilizing.

Additionally, he oversees 
the construction and repair 
of naval ships, aircraft, and 
facilities, and formulates 
and implements policies 
and programs consistent 
with the national security 
policies established by the 
President and the Secretary 
of Defense.

He is responsible for an 
annual budget in excess of 
$170 billion and leadership 

of almost 900,000 people.
Leading the world’s 

only global Navy, Mabus 
has traveled nearly 715 
thousand miles to over 95 
countries to maintain and 
develop relationships with 
national and international 
officials and visit with sail-
ors and marines forward de-
ployed or stationed around 
the world. He has traveled 
to Afghanistan on 11 sepa-
rate occasions, in recogni-
tion of the sacrifice and ser-
vice of Sailors and Marines 
deployed in combat zones.

Mabus was born in 
Starksville, Miss., and from 
1988 to 1992 served as gov-
ernor of Mississippi, the 
youngest elected to that of-
fice in more than 150 years. 
He was ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
from 1994-1996.

He received a Bachelor’s 
Degree, summa cum laude, 
from the University of Mis-
sissippi, a Master’s Degree 
from Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, and a Law Degree, 
magna cum laude, from 
Harvard Law School. After 
Johns Hopkins, he served 
in the Navy as an officer 
aboard the cruiser USS Lit-
tle Rock.

As Secretary of the Navy, 
Mabus has been criticized 
by some like the American 
Thinker, when he broke 
with Navy conventions 
naming Navy ships The 
USS Medgar Evers, The 
USS John Murtha, The USS 
Cesar Chavez and The USS 
Gabriel Giffords. Till now, 
ships were usually named 
after states, cities, or fa-
mous explorers and war he-
roes.

Sec. of Navy Ray Mabus, 
former Mississippi governor
The Mississippi Link Newswire

raised nationwide.
Gail Brown of Clinton came 

out with co-workers from the 
Community Students Learn-
ing Center in Lexington, 
Miss. Brown said, “I have 
been actively engaged in the 
fight against Alzheimer’s 
disease since 2009. My fam-
ily and I participated in our 
first walk that same year. We 
became involved in the fight 
against conditions this disease 
can put a family through; we 
understood how hard it is on 
families.

“My father succumbed to 
the disease in late June 2010. 
And I have had other family 
members on my father’s side 
also to succumb to the disease 
- aunts and uncles, my father’s 
siblings.”

Brown is also a board mem-
ber in the Mississippi Chapter.

The family of Bessie Sand-
ers, who passed from Al-
zheimer’s, brings in family 
members from several states 
each year in her memory. 
Their Sanders’ Team tent as 
a memorial to Bessie Sanders 
decorates the site of the Walk’s 
launch each year. Speaking on 
behalf of the family, daughter 
Patricia Sanders Ford said, 
“This is our fourth year par-
ticipating in the Alzheimer’s 
Walk. We have relatives here 
this year from Atlanta and 
Florida.

“It is important to us be-
cause our mom suffered with 
the Alzheimer’s Disease for 
12 years. We felt we needed 
to give something back to the 

organization. We are walking 
to help find a cure for the dis-
ease. It is a disease that affects 
everyone, not just one race - it 
has hit everybody.”

Also back on stage were the 
wonderful “Silver Snickers” 
dancers, who were described 
as “none professionals who 
all have some kind disability 
- from hip and knee problems 
to cancer and heart attacks.” 
They emphasize the need to 
“keep moving.”

For more information on 
this walk and others to be held 
throughout Mississippi, call 
the Walk’s coordinator Rachel 
Ruello at (601) 987-0020 or 
email ms-info@alz.org. Visit 
www.alz.org/ms.

See more event photos on 
page 3.

Alzheimer’s
Continued from page 1
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What do high school students and their parents 

look for in a university? In Mississippi and across America, 

they focus on these attributes:

Nationally recognized academic excellence

Exciting careers after graduation

A diploma that will be recognized and valued everywhere

Competitive price

A collegiate experience they will treasure for a lifetime

That’s the defi nition of value in higher education today. 

By choosing the University of Mississippi in historic 

numbers this year, people across the state and the nation are 

recognizing excellence and validating our success. 

Their trust in Ole Miss, our state’s fi rst and largest public 

university, is a great honor for our faculty, 

our staff and every Mississippian.

NATIONAL RECOGNITION.

HISTORIC GROWTH.

MISSISSIPPI’S FLAGSHIP 
UNIVERSITY ANNOUNCES 

RECORD NUMBERS.

Visit news.olemiss.edu for just released data on the University’s historic growth.

Visit olemiss.edu and click on “Prospective Students” to apply.

86%

Last year’s freshmen class 
returned with an 86% retention 
rate, another record.

+20%

The Journalism and Engineering 
schools both achieved growth rates 
of more than 20%. Mississippi’s fi rst 
School of Engineering was at Ole Miss.

64%

Total enrollment is now 22,286, 
representing all 50 states and 93 
countries. 64% are Mississippians 
and 24% are minorities.

+6.1%

This year, the University of 
Mississippi welcomes 3,579 
freshmen. The largest single class 
in state history, growing 6.1%.

8849-2_OM_Enrollment_MSPress_11.25x21.indd   1 9/10/13   3:23 PM
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A record crowd of over 2,500 
participants attended Alcorn 
State University High School 
and Community College Day 
2013 Saturday, Sept. 14. High 
school students and their par-
ents from all over Mississippi, 
Alabama and Tennessee came 
to Alcorn to experience what 
the University has to offer to 
its perspective students.

The day began with stu-
dents and parents reviewing 
displays from each academic 
department, support services 
and Greek organizations. Ad-
ministrators, faculty, staff and 
students were on hand to an-
swer all questions concerning 
admission, scholarships, finan-
cial aid, academic programs, 
extracurricular activities and 
residential life.

The program continued with 
a general assembly presided by 
admissions director Katangelia 
Tenner. Dr. Carl Cunningham, 
Alcorn’s new vice president 

for Student Success and En-
rollment Management greeted 
the audience. “On behalf of the 
“Alcorn family,” its students, 
faculty, and staff, welcome to 
the historic campus of Alcorn 
State University, a premier 
land-grant institution and 2012 
HBCU of the Year.”

Following Dr. Cunning-
ham’s greeting, Carmen Gib-
son, Miss Alcorn State Uni-
versity 2013-14, and Avery 
Ford, SGA president 2013-14 
introduced the members of 
Alcorn’s Student Government 
Association.

Entertainment was pro-
vided by DJ T-Money, Alcorn 
State University cheerleaders, 
Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite drum-
line, Greek organizations, and 
Alcorn students and employ-
ees. Participants also toured 
the campus and attended the 
Braves vs. Mississippi Valley 
football game.

“This is definitely a success-
ful event. There are numerous 

students here experiencing 
all things Alcorn. We have 
received positive comments 
from the students and their 
families,” said Katangelia 
Tenner. “We are also elated 
that our alumni took an active 
part in bringing students to 
Alcorn and sharing their great 
experiences here.”

Adrienne J. Allen ’99 ’02, 
high school teacher from 
Memphis and president of 
the Memphis Alumni Chap-
ter, brought 50 students from 
Memphis high schools to ex-
perience “all things purple and 
gold.” She shared, “Alcorn has 
been so good to me, it gave me 
an opportunity to earn two de-
grees and become a successful 
professional. Today, I brought 
my students here because I 
want them to experience all 
the great things Alcorn has to 
offer. Three of them already 
told me they plan to study at 
Alcorn.”

Harrell Neal ’81 from Clin-

ton, Miss., brought his daugh-
ter Maia to his alma mater to 
continue the family tradition. “I 
really look forward to coming 
to Alcorn,” said Maia. “I want 
to major in elementary educa-
tion here and join the choir.”

Shennelle Robinson of Mur-
rah High School in Jackson, 
Miss., has her future mapped 
out for her. She fell in love 
with Alcorn when she came 
here with her school’s band 
last year. “I really liked the 
University and have decided to 
join Alcorn’s biology program 

after I graduate. Also, Alcorn’s 
band is awesome and, hopeful-
ly, I can become a part of it.”

Franklin County High 
School juniors Marquize Cain 
and James O’Quinn are serious 
about the process of choos-
ing their future college. They 
came to Alcorn from Mead-
ville, Miss., with their school, 
to compare it to other colleges 
they have visited. “So far, Al-
corn is the best one I’ve seen,” 
said Cain. O’Quinn agreed 
with him and added, “I spoke 
with Advanced Technologies 

Department here as I am in-
terested in engineering. I am 
really looking forward to the 
football game. I love football, 
I am a part of the football team 
at my school.”

Alcorn State University 
is a premier comprehensive 
land-grant university that de-
velops diverse students into 
globally competitive leaders, 
and applies scientific research 
through collaborative partner-
ships that benefit the surround-
ing communities, state, nation, 
and world.

With 9,134 students, Jackson 
State University’s fall enroll-
ment is the highest in the insti-
tution’s history. JSU President 
Carolyn W. Meyers said the en-
rollment growth shows that JSU 
continues to be the institution 
of choice for students seeking a 
quality education that will pre-
pare them to compete globally.

“Our faculty and staff are 
committed to providing the 
best possible higher education 
experience for students. The 
successful matriculation of 
students is our ultimate goal. 
That’s the reason we’ve in-
vested in academics, innova-
tive programs and technology,” 
Meyers said.

The fall 2013 enrollment is 
a 3.6 percent increase over the 
fall 2012 figure of 8,819. The 
fall 2013 enrollment represents 
the highest percentage increase 
of all Mississippi Institutions of 
Higher Learning. The historic 
enrollment surpasses JSU’s 
spring 2013 enrollment of 
8,760 students, which also was 
a record for a spring tally.

The fall 2013 enrollment in-
cludes a freshman class of some 
1,100 students - a more than 25 
percent increase over the previ-
ous fall. Within that class is the 

highest number ever of incom-
ing freshmen who have met the 
criteria for JSU’s W.E.B. Du 
Bois Honors College.

“We are pleased to know 
we’re attracting some of the 
best students in Mississippi and 
from around the country,” Mey-
ers said.

Over the past year, JSU has 
added 35 new faculty positions, 
installed more smart class-
rooms, improved laboratories 
and made campus-wide techno-
logical upgrades.

The university also has 
strengthened its ties with other 
institutions, forming partner-
ships with Hinds Community 
College and Holmes Commu-
nity College with the goal of 

increasing the number of stu-
dents who receive a bachelor’s 
degree.

Earlier this year, JSU opened 
a site in Madison. This fall, 
nearly 400 students are enrolled 
at that location, taking evening 
classes.

“These efforts reflect the 
commitment to our mission and 
the vision of IHL Commission-
er Hank Bounds and President 
Meyers to provide expanded 
educational opportunities to 
Mississippians,” said JSU Pro-
vost James C. Renick.

JSU is a historically black, 
high research activity univer-
sity. Located near downtown, 
JSU has six satellite locations 
throughout the metro area.

United States Representa-
tive Bennie G. Thompson (D-
MS) announced his 7th An-
nual College and Career Fair 
for the Second Congressional 
District of Mississippi.

The fair will be held Octo-
ber 4, 2013 from 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m. at the Washington Coun-
ty Convention Center, 1040 
S. Raceway Road, Greenville, 
MS 38703. 

The fair is free and open to 
the public. 

There will be many colleg-
es, universities, apprentice-
ships, and trade programs on 

hand, as well as employers.
For questions or more in-

formation contact Timla G. 
Washington at 662-335-9003. 

Mohammed Ali, associate 
professor of industrial and 
manufacturing technology 
in the College of Science, 
Engineering and Technology 
at Jackson State University, 
has been elected chairman 
of the Mississippi chapter of 
the American Society of Me-
chanical Engineers (ASME).

Ali will organize technical 
and professional engineer-
ing workshops and meet-
ings, sponsor and encourage 

ASME student members to 
participate in regional and 
national engineering compe-
titions, start new engineer-
ing career conferences to 
develop students’ interest in 
careers in engineering and 
technology, and coordinate 
tours to industrial and manu-
facturing facilities for stu-
dents, engineering profes-
sionals and others who may 
be interested.

“I want it to be a good 
experience for the chapter,” 

said Rob Shepard, previous 
chairman of ASME. Stu-
dents and engineering pro-
fessionals are welcome to 
volunteer with ASME.

For more information 
regarding the Mississippi 
chapter of ASME, contact 
Ali at mohammed.ali@
jsums.edu.

Dr. AHM Ali Reza, assistant pro-
fessor of wildlife biology at Delta 
State, was recently awarded a con-
servation research grant of $4,950 
from the Columbus Zoological Park 
Association for his work on commu-
nity ecology, population status and 
conservation of aquatic Homalopsi-
nae snakes in the inter-tidal zones of 
Bangladesh.

Reza, a native of Bangladesh, 
continues to research the species 
after previously publishing his book 
“Diversity of Amphibians and Rep-
tiles in Bangladesh.”

The Homalopsinae snakes are 
typically stout-bodied water snakes, 
mildly venomous and are distributed 
from India across Southeast Asia to 
northern Australia.

According to Reza, Homalop-
sines are one of the most understud-
ied groups of snakes, mostly be-

cause they are found in undeveloped 
regions of the world.

“The are relatively common in 
the areas they call home, but people 
don’t pay much attention to them,” 
said Reza.

Reza traveled to Bangladesh this 
summer to work with his crew and 
resume their ecological and conser-
vation efforts. In about two months 
of fieldwork, his team was able to 
capture over 700 snakes for investi-
gation. Conservation management in 
crucial, as habitat destruction poses 
a big threat to the species. Proposed 
plans to build a large seaport in the 
area could harm the population. He 
and the crew are also studying po-
tential risks from climate change and 
rising sea levels.

The research grant from Colum-
bus Zoological Park will significant-
ly help the team, which is composed 
of students from Jahangirnagar 

University, where Reza previously 
taught.

“The Columbus Zoological Park 
has generously funded my Ph.D. and 
funded this research. I’m very thank-
ful for their support,” said Reza. “I’d 
also like to thank Delta State for let-
ting me take the time to do this.”

Reza said he is also exploring op-
portunities to build on international 
student exchanges between Delta 
State and universities in his home-
land.

For those interested in studying 
in Bangladesh, contact Reza at 662-
846-4242 or areza@deltastate.edu.

Alcorn gathers over 2500 participants for its 
High School and Community College Day 2013
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson State University 
fall 2013 enrollment highest 
in institution’s history

Congressman 
Thompson hosts 
his Annual College 
and Career Fair

JSU engineering professor 
to lead Mississippi chapter 
of American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers

Snake research 
continues in Bangladesh

Thompson

Ali

Reza
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Pablo Williams Jr., a Jim 
Hill High School football 
player, will serve on the Youth 
Advisory Board of Genera-
tion FREE. Generation FREE 
is Mississippi’s youth-led to-
bacco prevention program. 

Board members receive 
training sponsored by the 
Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health. These 
students will help to 
promote the Mississippi 
Tobacco-Free Coalitions 
across the state.

Malik Dear of Murrah 
High School was named the 
WJMI Circle B Foods Spot-
light Player of the Week for 
September 2, 2013. He is a 
junior and plays wide receiv-
er for the Mustangs football 
team. He scored five touch-
downs and gained 99 yards 
of total offense against the 
Provine Rams Friday, August 
30. Murrah defeated Provine 
33 to 12.

Dear received on-air rec-
ognition along with a $150 
donation in his name to 

the WJMI, Monogram 
Foods Circle B JPS High 
School Football Fund.

Each Monday, one 
player will be selected 
from JPS high schools 
based on their over-
all performance during 
football games played 
the previous week. At 
the end of football sea-
son, one player will be 
randomly drawn for the 
grand prize - an $1,800 
donation to their high 
school’s football pro-
gram.

Five educators from Jack-
son Public Schools were pre-
sented 2013 Outstanding Ed-
ucator Awards. The teachers 
were honored at the Parents 
for Public Schools of Jackson 
(PPSJ) Lunch Bunch Sept. 4, 
2013.

JPS Superintendent Dr. 
Cedrick Gray was on hand 
for the presentations. He also 

spoke about the importance 
of recognizing great teachers.

2013 Outstanding Educa-
tors:

Vanessa Dean, fourth grade 
teacher at Casey Elementary

Monique Lastique, fifth 
grade teacher at Davis Mag-
net Elementary

Barclay McKean, second 
grade teacher at Pecan Park 
Elementary

Jenna Caudle, kindergarten 
teacher at Spann Elementary

Holly Crane, ninth grade 
English teacher at Forest Hill 
High School

The award is presented by 
PPSJ in partnership with the 
Community Foundation of 
Greater Jackson, which holds 
the Outstanding Educator 
Fund. The award is given an-
nually to JPS teachers.

Jim Hill student 
named to 
Generation 
FREE Youth 
Advisory Board

Murrah’s Malik Dear 
named Spotlight 
Player of the Week 

PPS of Jackson and Community 
Foundation announce 2013 
Outstanding Educators

Williams

Dear

Dr. Cedrick Gray (center) with 2013 Outstanding Educators (from left) Vanessa Dean, Casey; Barclay McKean, 
Pecan Park; Jenna Caudle, Spann; Holly Crane, Forest Hill; and Monique Lastique, Davis
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Do you follow the Jackson Public School 
District is on Facebook? Facebook has added 
a new feature. Make sure you get all the photos 
and updates by mousing over the “Liked” 
button and choosing “Get notifications.” You 
can follow these same steps on any fan page 
you follow to make sure you get all of the page’s 
notifications. Thanks for following the Jps page 
at www.facebook.com/JacksonPublicSchools!

Get Notifications from 
JPS on Facebook

JPS Announcements
12th Annual Battle of the Bands
Five JPS high school bands will showcase their field shows during the 12th Annual South-
east Regional Battle of the Bands Sunday, September 29, 2013. Forest Hill, Jim Hill, Provine, 
Murrah, and Callaway high schools are participating in the event to be held at the Veteran’s 
Memorial Stadium located at 2531 N. State Street. Gates open at 1 p.m. and the event starts 
at 2 p.m.

Tickets are available at participating JPS high schools, Northpark Mall, and Ticketmaster 
outlets. To charge by phone, call 1-800-745-3000. 

JPS School Bus Safety Contest
Jackson Public Schools celebrates National School Bus Safety Week October 21-25, 2013. 
The theme for the event is “Stand Back from the Yellow and Black.”

Kindergarten through eighth grade students may participate in a poster contest based on 
the theme “Stand Back from the Yellow and Black.” Students can win up to $500 for first 
place in their division. All poster entries must be submitted to Transportation Central lo-
cated in the Enochs complex at 101 Near Street. The deadline for the student poster contest 
is Friday, September 20, 2013.

For more information, contact JPS Transportation, (601) 960-8919.

National School Bus Safety Week is an active and evolving program designed to promote 
school bus safety. This annual event is held during the fourth week in October.

Jackson Public Schools establishes anonymous Tip Line 
As part of its commitment to a safe learning environment, Jackson Public Schools has 
established a Tip Line. Students, parents, employees and others may report any suspicious 
activity observed in and around JPS schools or campuses. Information can be reported to 
the Tip Line phone number at (601) 987-DROP (3767) or e-mailed to jpsd.info@gmail.com. 
Call takers will not ask for the names of anyone calling the Tip Line.

Things to look for:

Surveillance
Are you aware of anyone recording or monintoring, taking notes, using cameras?

Weapons
Have you observed anyone carrying a weapon at school or on school grounds?

Suspicious Persons
Are you aware of anyone who does not appear to belong hanging around JPS school 
grounds?

Security
Are you aware of anyone attempting to penetrate or test physical security or procedures at 
a JPS school?

Bullying
Are you aware of anyone attempting to bully another student?
Do you feel like you are being bullied?
Have you noticed any children being physcially or verbally abused at your bus stop?

Anything Suspicous
If something looks suspicious to you, report it to the Campus Enforcement Tip Line.

The Mississippi Link Newswire



NEW YORK - The U.S. 
gay-rights movement has 
achieved many victories in 
recent years - on marriage, 
military service and other 
fronts. Yet one vestige of an 
earlier, more wary era re-
mains firmly in place: the 
30-year-old nationwide ban 
on blood donations by gay 
and bisexual men.

Dating from the first years 
of the AIDS epidemic, the 
ban is a source of frustration 
to many gay activists, and 
also to many leading play-
ers in the nation’s health and 
blood-supply community 
who have joined in calling 
for change.

In June, the American 
Medical Association (AMA) 
voted to oppose the policy. 
AMA board member William 
Kobler called it “discrimina-
tory and not based on sound 
science.” Last month, more 
than 80 members of Congress 
wrote to the Department of 
Health and Human Services 
(HHS), criticizing the life-
time ban as an outdated mea-
sure that perpetuates inac-
curate stereotypes about gay 
men.

On some college campuses, 
students have urged boycotts 
of blood drives until the ban 
is repealed. Over the summer, 
activists organized a “Nation-
al Gay Blood Drive” - asking 
gay men to visit blood cen-
ters, take tests to show their 
blood was safe, and then try 
to donate in defiance of the 
ban.

In the face of such pressure, 
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration - the HHS agency that 
regulates America’s blood 
supply - has been unwaver-
ing. The lifetime ban will be 
eased, the FDA said, “only if 
supported by scientific data 
showing that a change in pol-
icy would not present a sig-
nificant and preventable risk 
to blood recipients.”

Under the auspices of HHS, 
a few studies are in progress 
that might lay the ground-
work for a review of the pol-
icy. Department spokeswom-
an Diane Gianelli said the 
studies reflect a commitment 

to “continuously improving 
the safety and availability of 
the nation’s blood supply.”

However, some activists 
are impatient at the prospect 
of a research process that’s 
likely to extend over several 
years with an uncertain out-
come. They argue that the 
U.S. could move now to em-
ulate Spain and Italy, where 
blanket bans on gay blood 
donations have been replaced 
by policies that ban donations 
by anyone - gay or straight - 
who’s recently had unsafe 
sex, while allowing dona-
tions from gays and bisexuals 
whose blood is tested as safe 
and whose sexual behavior is 
deemed to pose no risk.

“We do not think HHS is 
moving fast enough,” said Ja-
son Cianciotto of Gay Men’s 
Health Crisis, a New York-
based nonprofit engaged in 
AIDS prevention and care.

Cianciotto said the ban 
“perpetuates the stigma that 
gay and bisexual men are 
dangerous to public health,” 
and thus undercuts efforts to 
combat HIV.

The FDA said its policy is 
not intended as a judgment 
on donors’ sexual orienta-
tion, and instead is based on 
the documented risk of blood 
infections, such as HIV, asso-
ciated with male-to-male sex.

According to the FDA, men 
who have had sex with other 
men represent about 2 per-
cent of the U.S. population, 
yet accounted for at least 61 
percent of all new HIV infec-
tions in the U.S. in 2010.

The FDA implemented the 
ban in 1983, when health of-
ficials were first recognizing 
the risk of contracting AIDS 
via blood transfusions. Under 
the policy, blood donations 
are barred from any man who 
has had sex with another man 
at any time since 1977 - the 
start of the AIDS epidemic in 
the U.S.

Critics say the policy has 
been rendered obsolete by 
advances in testing which 
can which can detect HIV - 
the virus that causes AIDS - 
within days of infection.

Some critics say the life-
time ban could be replaced 
with a policy barring blood 

donations on the basis of 
gay sex within the past 12 
months, or the past five years 
- as Canada recently decided 
to do. Others say there should 
be no set time periods, and 
that the screenings - as in 
Spain and Italy - should fo-
cus on high-risk behaviors of 
both gay and straight people, 
while making it easier for 
gays in monogamous, safe-
sex relationships to qualify 
as donors.

“It’s very personal to a lot 
of people who would like 
to donate and yet are barred 
while knowing themselves 
not to be at risk,” said Brian 
Moulton, legal director of the 
Human Rights Campaign, a 
national gay-rights group.

“People perceive of giv-
ing blood as a civic duty,” 
Moulton added. “The current 
policy puts gay and bisexual 
men who are going to be hon-
est in an awkward position 
during a blood drive. People 
ask, ‘Why aren’t you giving 
blood?’”

The FDA acknowledges 
that the ban leads to rejection 
of many healthy donors.

However, it said the policy 
“minimizes even the small 
risk of getting infectious dis-
eases such as HIV or hepatitis 
through a blood transfusion.” 
And it said the blood supply 
in the U.S. has been stable.

Susan Stramer, executive 
scientific officer with the 
American Red Cross, agreed 

that the magnitude of the 
blood supply isn’t a decisive 
factor in the debate.

“We have a surplus of 
blood,” she said. “The ques-
tion is about what’s equita-
ble.”

The push for changing the 
policy gained momentum in 
2006, when the Red Cross, 
the American Association of 
Blood Banks, and America’s 
Blood Centers reported to an 
FDA-sponsored workshop 
that the ban “is medically and 
scientifically unwarranted.”

Over the next few years, 
the California State Assem-
bly and the city councils in 
New York and Washington, 
D.C., urged repeal of the ban.

Faced with such appeals, 
HHS sought input in 2010 
from its Advisory Committee 
for Blood Safety and Avail-
ability. The committee con-
cluded that the donor-screen-
ing policy is “suboptimal” 
- permitting some potentially 
high risk donations while pre-
venting some low risk dona-
tions - but recommended that 
the ban on donations by gay 
and bisexual men be retained 
pending further research.

In March 2012, HHS asked 
for comments on a possible 
pilot study to assess alterna-
tives that would permit some 
gay and bisexual men to do-
nate blood while maintain-
ing the current high level of 
blood safety. That study has 
yet to begin.

ATLANTA -In the game of 
blind baseball, players use their 
sense of sound to make up for 
their lack of sight. They play 
the game known as Beep base-
ball with an oversized softball 
that beeps and bases that buzz.

The National Beep Baseball 
Association was founded in 
1975. Teams have been formed 
nationwide and compete annu-
ally in a World Series. In east 
Atlanta, a team called the At-
lanta Eclipse plays at a local 
park.

Players wear blindfolds to 
ensure fairness since each per-
son has a varying degree of 
blindness. The pitcher and the 
catcher are sighted and play on 
the same team as the batter.

On a hit, the batter runs to-
ward the buzz of either the first 
or third base, which is decided 
by an official. There is no sec-
ond base. A run is scored if the 
batter tags the base before the 
fielder can pick up the ball; oth-
erwise the batter is out. In this 
adapted version of America’s 
pastime, cheering is not permit-
ted until the play is over.

For the players, the game is 
about much more than physi-
cal activity; It helps them cope 

with the challenges of being 
blind. Here are the stories of 
two players in Atlanta and sur-
rounding areas whose lives 
have been improved by what 
happens on the baseball dia-
mond.

Jimmie Burnette, 44, took up 
Beep baseball after suffering 
a brain tumor in 2010 that left 
him blind.

“I wanted to give up. When 
I first got home, I felt real 
alone. I couldn’t see anything. 
My initial reaction was ‘run 
away,’” said Burnette, sitting 
in his living room next to his 
wife, Tiawanna. “At times, 
it’s almost like total dark. It’s 
gloomy. But I have to find 
things to lighten up my dark-
ness.”

From the hospital bed to the 
baseball field, Burnette’s jour-
ney has been filled with chal-
lenges: rehab after the surgery, 
Braille classes and training ses-
sions on how to get around as a 
blind person, from crossing the 
street safely to taking public 
transportation. Through it all, 
he feels he has lost his indepen-
dence and role as provider for 
the family.

“I was brought up with the 
attitude of a man doesn’t work, 
he doesn’t eat. I kept saying to 

myself, ‘You’re not a man any-
more, you’re not a man any-
more,’” said Burnette, a for-
mer FedEx driver and hobbyist 
model airplane builder who is 
now unemployed and on dis-
ability. “BEEP baseball is help-
ing me out. It takes away from 
me thinking about I’m less than 
a man. Now I realize I’m still 
the same man, just have to do 
things differently now,” he 
said.

Dee Butler, 55, began experi-
encing problems with her sight 
as a teenager, and in school 
would ask to sit near the front 

of the classroom. At 24, she 
was diagnosed with cone-rod 
dystrophy, a progressive dis-
ease that causes the deteriora-
tion of the retina and leads to 
blindness.

She took up blind baseball a 
few years ago after a tumultu-
ous relationship with a now ex-
husband.

“I have an ex-husband I call 
my ‘wasband,’” said Butler, 
standing in the convenience 
store she used to run in Hape-
ville, an Atlanta suburb. “For a 
long time, he used to make me 
feel so down. I was always nev-

er good enough for anything. I 
was ugly. I was fat. I couldn’t 
do anything.”

She heard it so often, Butler 
said she became depressed.

“And then I just started get-
ting mad. He would always 
tell me I couldn’t do anything 
by myself,” she said. “And so 
I looked at him right in the eye, 
and I said, ‘You know what, I’m 
going to prove you wrong.’”

She packed up her 9-year-old 
twin girls and 11-year old son, 
and left. On the suggestion of 
a friend who knew about the 
Atlanta Eclipse, Butler decided 

to give the game a try, although 
she doubted she could master 
it. She showed up time after 
time, struggling to hit the ball, 
with every swing a miss. Even 
when she could see, she had 
never been athletic.

“As a child, I was always like 
a girly girl,” she said.

When she hit the ball for the 
first time, and made her first 
run, she was hooked.

“I enjoy it. I love getting out 
there and hitting that ball and 
making them runs, doing ev-
erything that I didn’t think I 
could do before,” she said.

HEALTH

Game of blind baseball helps players cope
By David Goldman
The Associated Press
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Despite pressure, ban on 
gay blood donors endures
By David Crary 
AP National Writer

Jason Cianciotto, GMHC’s public policy director, stands with a map show-
ing international blood donation guidelines for men who have sex with 
men, in the organization’s offices in New York Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2013. 
Gay-rights advocates are fighting to amend the U.S. ban on blood dona-
tions by gay and bisexual men, which dates from the first years of the 
AIDS epidemic. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)

 the American Cancer society 
reports that about 76,690 new 
melanomas will be diagnosed in 
the United states this year, and 
nearly 9,500 people are expected 
to die of the disease.  hearing 
these statistics, one might think 
that melanoma survivors would 
do everything they could not to 
become a member of the latter 
group.  Yet, dermatologists are 
dismayed by new research showing 
that more than one melanoma 
survivor in four (27.3%) admitted to 
never wearing sunscreen when they 
go outdoors on a warm, sunny day 
for more than one hour.  they do so 
in spite of the fact that the risk of a 
second primary melanoma is nine 
times greater among survivors than 
the risk of melanoma in the general 
population.

 most skin cancers can be prevented 
by applying the right amount 
and spF level of sunscreen and 
wearing protective clothing such as 
long sleeves and hats with brims.  
inspect your skin often and note any 
changes in the appearance of moles 
on your skin. Just as some smokers 
continue smoking after a lung cancer 
diagnosis, melanoma survivors may 
continue to expose themselves to 
UV radiation (the primary cause of 
melanoma) because they are addicted 
to sun exposure.   the mississippi 
CAnCer institUte offers the latest 
in advanced treatment technologies 
to help improve patient’s chances 
of survival and enhance quality of 
life during treatment.  please call 
601-249-5510 to discuss treatment 
options.  We are located at 1501 
Aston Avenue in mcComb.

OnCe bUrneD, tWiCe shY?

Jimmie Burnette, who lost his vision to a brain tumor in 2010, practices bat-
ting during a blind baseball workout in Atlanta, July 13. “Right now, I just try 
to take it day by day, one step at a time. AP PhoTo/DAvID GolDmAN

Dee Butler, who began to lose her vision early in life, pauses in between 
stretches on the field before a blind baseball game in Albany, Ga., may 5. AP 
PhoTo/DAvID GolDmAN
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OpiniOn

Since the Con-
gressional Black 
Caucus (CBC) 
started its Annual 
Legislative Con-
ference (ALC) 
weekend, the 

“Michigan Reception” and “Mo-
town Live Afterglow” have always 
been the premier parties.

From the first Black Caucus 
weekend in 1971, Motown music 
executive LeBaron Taylor held the 
record for hosting the best ALC par-
ty. Like other Detroit heavy-hitters, 
Taylor, a former radio DJ, stood out 
as an all-time pillar for the CBC’s 
decades of successes.

For the image of the Black Cau-
cus to be maintained, before they 
host any festive events celebrat-
ing the 43rd ALC, black American 
leaders should use the gathering to 
pay homage to Detroit and address 
its downfall. 

it’s time to take measure of black 
American’s views of Detroit. Before 
blacks took over Detroit in 1950, 
the population numbered 1.85 mil-
lion; as of 2011, Detroit had a popu-
lation of just more than 700,000. 
it’s time black political leadership 
address what went wrong and why.

Over the years, the conferences 
on legislative and policy issues 
impacting the African American 
community have been helpful, 
but the “top-shelf” parties always 
overshadowed the hearings. This 
time before anyone sips a cocktail 
at ALC 43, it’s mandatory the na-
tion’s top black political operatives 
address: ‘What caused Detroit’s 
demise?’

Detroit has been under black 
political leadership for more than 
four decades. And numerous factors 

have brought the city to this point, 
including a declining tax base. Still, 
a huge, 139-square-mile city has to 
maintain overwhelming health care 
and pension costs; repeated efforts 
to manage mounting debts with 
continued borrowing; annual defi-
cits in the city’s operating budget 
since 2008; and city services crip-
pled by outdated computer systems, 
abysmal record-keeping practices 
and widespread mismanagement 
and operational dysfunction.

it’s time the nation’s black lead-
ership focus on the urgent business 
at hand. The caucus describes its 
goals as “positively influencing the 
course of events pertinent to Afri-
can Americans” … and “achieving 
greater equity for persons of African 
descent in the design and content 
of domestic and international pro-
grams and services.”

Thousands will attend the four-
day conference the ALC has labeled 
“it Starts with You.” Touted as “… 
a call to action to be and lead the 
positive change needed in public 
policy,” the sessions will run Sep-
tember 18 - 21, 2013, at the Walter 
E. Washington Convention Center 
in Washington, D.C. 

Each year, the ALC’s high-
light has proven to be the phoenix 
Awards Gala fundraiser, at which 
time the president of the United 
States usually attends. However, the 
engine behind the ALC events is the 
Congressional Black Caucus Foun-
dation (CBCF), established in 1976. 

The CBCF is a public policy, re-
search operation that aims to help 
the socioeconomic circumstances of 
African Americans. it bills the ALC 
as “providing an African-American 
perspective on public policy with 
thought-provoking and educational 
policy forums, community educa-
tion workshops and policy briefs.”

However, the 2013 CBCF week-
end’s credibility is at stake, if current 
leadership attempts to ignore the 
Detroit debacle and what ‘wrongs’ 
transpired in the ‘Motor City.’

The New York Times reported that 
between 2004 and 2008, CBC’s po-
litical and charitable wings amassed 
at least $55 million in corporate and 
union contributions. Black “Special 
Markets” managers and executives 
provided the initial support for the 
conference, its seminars and exhibi-
tions. 

if the CBCF decided to recognize 
long-time supporters, including 
the late Ofield Dukes, and Taylor, 
that group would also have to in-
clude beverage executive Henry H. 
Brown. This trio greatly contributed 
to the CBC and its charities. 

These African-American ex-
ecutives served as the forerunners 
of the current Corporate Advi-
sory Council (CAC) in supporting 
CBCF programs and objectives. 
And now CBC Corporate Advisory 
Board members sit on various cau-
cus committees to help members of 
Congress decide what positions to 
take on issues. 

These traditionally included ciga-
rette companies, automobile manu-
facturers, internet poker operators, 
beer brewers and the rent-to-own 
industry, which has become a par-
ticular focus of consumer advocates 
for its practice of charging high 
monthly fees for appliances, televi-
sions and computers.

Dissenters say that Black Cau-
cus celebrants are lost in purpose 
and mission, however the Black 
Caucus Weekend must continue to 
evolve.

William Reed is head of the Busi-
ness Exchange Network and avail-
able for speaking/seminar projects 
through the BaileyGroup.org.
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Congress is eating 
away at food stamps

Steven and 
Laurie, a white 
married couple 
that lives near 
Richmond, Va., 
work at a big box 
store. She is a ca-

shier; he works in the storeroom;  
each earns about $9 an hour but 
neither works 40 hours a week.  
indeed, they are lucky to pull 40 
hours a week combined. Some-
times, they are fortunate enough 
to pull 45 hours a week between 
them. Some weeks, their com-
bined hours are just 30.

i met Steven and Laurie (not 
their real names) on a telephone 
press conference in April. They 
said they had three children and 
also mentioned that they were 
white because “everybody thinks 
only black people get these ben-
efits.”

Steven and Laurie were troop-
ers. They talked about buying 
clothes at thrift shops, searching 
for food bargains and planning 
menus around coupons, along 
with managing to occasionally 
eke out a few pennies to buy oc-
casional new things for their chil-
dren.

They didn’t complain but 
spoke matter-of-factly about their 
financial situation. They also 
spoke of looking for new jobs but 
fining little available in their com-
munity.

Because they don’t work 
enough hours, neither Steven nor 
Laurie qualified for health insur-
ance. Their combined incomes are 
so low - between about $16,000 
and $21,000 - that they are offi-
cially poor (the poverty line for a 
family of five is $27,540).

They qualify for food stamps, 
called SnAp or Supplemental 
nutrition Assistance program, 
and they consider this the bless-
ing that helps them make ends 
meet.

Sometime this month, though, 
Congress will come up from the 
Syria conversation to, perhaps, 
cut allocations for SnAp. The 

cut of $40 billion would deny 
between 4 and 6 million people 
food stamps. The new legislation 
would also allow states to require 
SnAp recipients to work.  

Some of the 12 million un-
employed may not qualify for 
SnAp assistance, nor will child-
less adults who do not have work.  
Some restrictions may also limit 
SnAp assistance to three months 
every three years. While some 
states have waived SnAp re-
quirements because of their high 
unemployment rates, federal leg-
islation may prevent such waiv-
ers.

The current proposed cuts in 
SnAp are twice those proposed 
back in May. These cuts are be-
ing driven by Republicans who, 
in their budget cutting frenzy, 
have been indifferent to poverty. 
After all, the “p” (poverty) word 
is used too infrequently in politi-
cal debate, that one might think 
that poverty has magically gone 
away. Or perhaps our legislators 
just don’t care.

The people who receive SnAp 
assistance don’t conform to any 
stereotypes. According to the 
Center for Budget and policy pri-
orities, about 20 percent of those 
receiving SnAp have college de-
grees. Half of the recipients are 
white. A third of the women who 
get help from SnAp are older 
than 40. Fifty thousand of those 
who receive SnAp assistance are 
veterans.

So many families are food 
insecure because of the employ-
ment situation. The unemploy-
ment rate dropped just a tick in 
August, slipping from 7.4 to 7.3 
percent.  Still, there are 11.3 mil-
lion unemployed people.

More than 4.3 million people 
have been unemployed for more 
than half a year. These folks, still 
looking for work after more than 
27 weeks, would be no longer eli-
gible for SnAp assistance.

The unemployment rates, as 
reported by the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, clearly understate 
unemployment. When we count 
people who work part-time but 

want full time work, those who 
are marginally attached to the la-
bor force, the overall unemploy-
ment rate rises from 7.3 percent 
to 14.6 percent. The black unem-
ployment, reported at 13 percent, 
soars to 26 percent, a depression 
level of unemployment.

it is undeniable that the unem-
ployment rate is improving, with 
overall unemployment dropping 
from 8.1 percent a year ago to 7.3 
percent today.

But the downward pace has 
been glacial, with the level of job 
creation (169,000) too slow to 
keep up with job loss. Millions 
will remain unemployed for the 
next six months or so.

Against this backdrop, Con-
gress has the temerity to propose 
legislation that will deny millions 
of families SNAP benefits. Their 
indifference to joblessness and 
poverty is amazing. They’ve not 
exhibited similar indifference for 
those at the top, maintaining tax 
breaks for them.

Steve and Laurie struggle to 
make ends meet. They are good, 
hardworking and people just like 
millions of others. They work 
part time for economic reasons, 
still preferring full time work.

They need food stamps, and it 
is not clear under proposed leg-
islation whether they will qualify 
for them. i worry about them and 
i also worry about the 11.3 mil-
lion unemployed people, the 4.3 
million who have not worked in 
half a year, and the 2 to 4 million 
families who will not qualify for 
SnAp.

But worry is not enough, 
though. This is yet another reason 
why a people’s uprising is neces-
sary. The uprising must transcend 
race lines - it ought to reflect Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr’s poor 
people’s Campaign. After all, 
Congress won’t change its indif-
ference to the poor unless some-
body makes them.

Julianne Malveaux is a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based economist 
and writer. She is President 
Emerita of Bennett College for 
Women in Greensboro, N.C.

Congressional Black Caucus 
should highlight detroit

What S.N.A.P Cuts?
By Chuck Siler, Carrolton TX, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com

By William Reed
NNPA Columnist

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist

Inside look at our 
rotten prison system

in the interest 
of full disclosure, 
i have a bach-
elor’s degree in 
correctional ad-
ministration from 
the University of 

Wisconsin. During the summer of 
1969, i did my required internship 
at the Wisconsin School for Girls in 
Oregon, Wis. These were underage 
offenders who were found guilty of 
petty crimes or “bad behavior.”

My ambition was to change bad 
human behavior into honorable be-
havior. The curriculum i was read-
ing promoted the best models of 
rehabilitation. i was so pumped up, 
but the internship showed me the 
reality of our system of corrections.

none of the girls in the reform 
school were evil or bad. They all 
had a messed up family life. The 
overwhelming majority had no fa-
thers in the home and their mothers 
lacked a work ethic and were wel-
fare dependent. Role models were 
nowhere to be found.  

For those three months, i basical-
ly became their father (for whites, 
Hispanics and blacks alike). The 
supervisors were elated as the girls 
quickly started changing from bad 
girls to nice girls with ambition. i 
enjoyed them and even named my 
oldest daughter after one of them.

My lament was that they would 
eventually go back to those old 
environments. As i would go to 

Milwaukee and Chicago and visit 
their households, it was so depress-
ing and showed that their progress 
would be short-lived. Then is when 
my ambition started to move to-
ward a career in business.

Another reality was that the cor-
rectional industry, in comparison 
with my textbooks, had no ambition 
to rehabilitate anyone. incarceration 
was a business and mass imprison-
ment meant business was good.  
What i didn’t know was that “busi-
ness” was about to take off north-
ward at an exponential rate.

Various drugs were imported 
into poverty stricken communities. 
The epitome was the crack inva-
sion. Drugs cause addiction and 
addiction leads to criminal behav-
ior, along with the trafficking of the 
drugs themselves. prisons started 
to fill and recidivism was rising at 
a hopeless rate. Rehabilitation had 
become a thing of the past.

it appears that a conspiracy was 
at hand. prison guards unionized 
and the unions started lobbying for 
more prisons, stiffer sentencing and 
anything to grow the prison popu-
lation.  Some entrepreneurs saw a 
great opportunity and lobbied elect-
ed officials.

Then president Ronald Rea-
gan did a very awful thing; he an-
nounced the “War on Drugs.” As 
David Simon, the writer of HBO’s 
The Wire stated, “in effect this was 
a war on blacks that evolved into 
a war on both blacks and Hispan-
ics.”  This brought on a new form 

of slavery.
The first privately managed 

prison was established in Hamilton 
County, Tenn. in 1984. The contract 
went to Corrections Corporation of 
America. CCA currently owns 65 
facilities all over the nation. it is the 
largest prison management com-
pany and is traded on the new York 
Stock Exchange (CXW) with rev-
enue and assets totaling more than 
$1 billion.

The industry continues to grow 
at a rapid rate and has much power 
in lobbying because of things like 
“three strikes and you’re out,” more 
funding for new prisons and the 
courting of judges who seem to be 
issuing longer sentences. The lon-
ger the sentence, the more money 
for private prison companies. Obvi-
ously, the crack invasion was a fi-
nancial boon for all of these private 
prisons.

With new, fast and greater cash 
comes corruption. An example is 
pennsylvania Judge Mark Ciavarel-
la Jr. He and his partner, Judge Mi-
chael Conahan, received millions of 
dollars from a private prison man-
agement firm for their “Kids for 
Cash” sentencing.

More than 5,000 youths received 
extreme sentences and were sent 
to a private prison in exchange for 
cash from the executives of the 
company.  Judge Ciavarella sent a 
10-year-old to two years incarcera-
tion for accidentally causing minor 
damage to his mother’s car. This 
was typical of these two judges.

Judge Ciavarella has been sen-
tenced to 28 years. Judge Conahan 
has pled guilty and will be sentenced 
shortly. But for 5,000 children, their 
lives will never be the same. These 
victims were sent to pA Child Care 
and Western pA Child Care deten-
tion centers.

The private prison company or 
companies have kept their names 
out of the press, which shows you 
how sophisticated their crisis man-
agement firm is. This example is 

one of many, and i am certain much 
corruption is taking place at all lev-
els and in all geographies.

Their lobbying firms are power-
ful, too. in 1997, they got Congress 
to dictate that the Department of 
Justice should do a test on privately-
run prisons. The new federal prison 
was located in Taft, Calif. The con-
tract went to Wackenhut (now called 
The GEO Group, inc). The test was 
declared “successful” and federal 
prisons started becoming privatized 

ever since.
We have a rotten prison system. 

if we would legalize drugs, perhaps 
the prison population (predomi-
nantly black and Hispanic) would 
start to fade away and private pris-
ons will be a thing of a horrible and 
ugly past.

Harry C. Alford is the co-found-
er, president/CEO of the National 
Black Chamber of Commerce. Web-
site: www.nationalbcc.org. Email: 
halford@nationalbcc.org.

By Harry C. Alford
NNPA Columnist



There is a poem 
written by Sarah 
Morgan Bran Piatt 
that reads: “It is the 
summer’s great last 
heat, It is the fall’s 
first chill: They 

meet.” Of course, this poetic refer-
ence is to the first day of Fall.

Yes, it’s here! Sept. 22, 2013, 
marks the first day of the season that 
brings cooler weather and shorter 
nights which will soon dominate 
the majestic hours of the season; 
also known as autumn.

All of the indicators of season are 
here. Do you feel it in the air - the 
crispness of the morning dew, the 
slight chill that surrounds you when 
you open your front door to look 
out at the golden sun as it shines 
brightly as far as your eyes can see, 
and the lingering of sunlight as the 
temperature begins to cool in the 
evening?

Fall brings a lot of excitement.  
School is in full swing and so are all 
of the extracurricular activities that 
go with it.

The season also brings so many 
wonderful days, holidays, and spe-
cial moments such as Grandpar-
ents’ Day, Patriot Day, Columbus 
Day, as well as the observance of an 
abundance of harvest festivals, and 
I am not sure that I need not remind 
you that the official Thanksgiving 
holiday is celebrated during Fall 
season, as well.

A few years ago, I shared a late 
summer/fall routine that my ma-
ternal grandfather often enjoyed.  
Whenever we would visit him 
during this season, we often found 
him laying on his cot located on his 
screened in back porch. He would 
often lay there in the still in the eve-
ning and smile at us as we played 
around him. He never complained 
about our invading his quiet time. It 
had become a part of his fall tradi-
tion.

I can remember my grandfather’s 
smile, just as I’d seen it yesterday.  
He was a man of contentment, 
who understood that God had sur-
rounded him with little blessings 

(his grandchildren) so he quietly 
rejoiced in it.  The setting of the sun 
in the cool of the night was a com-
fort to him, as it was to each of us 
because we were allowed to share 
it with him.

As the evenings become cooler, I 
am looking forward to more nights 
of sitting on my patio and just 
watching the sun set. It is a wonder-
ful time to just reflect on the beauty 
of the life that God has given each 
of us.

Are we all busy in some way? I 
think the majority of you would an-
swer, yes. But, what we all need to 
do is to just stop for a minute and 
enjoy the coolness of the evening.  
Not only enjoy the wonderful, fresh 
autumn air, but remaining warm 
days that remind us that summer is 
still a force to be reckoned with.

We all need to stop and thank 
God for the setting of the sun and 
the miracles of the day. But most 
importantly, we need to share those 
miracles with others.

Regardless of the season, The 
Mississippi Link, a messenger for 
news in and around the state of 
Mississippi, wants to serve as your 
personal messenger to share your 
good news and news of your place 
of worship and visit. As always, 
we ask that you let us help you to 
communicate the good news of our 
Lord.

Remember the verse that I often 
share with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV): 
“How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, who 
bring good tidings, who proclaim 
salvation, who say to Zion, Your 
God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messen-
ger for news in and around the state 
of Mississippi, would like to not 
only share your news but all who 
would like to tell others about the 
Lord’s goodness and about their 
places of worship and even those 
religious institutions that are visited.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins at 
religion@mississippilink.com. Fax 
601-896-0091 or mail your infor-
mation to The Mississippi Link, 
2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, 
MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

The foundation of the family

Do you understand the mystery of Christ?

Referenc ing 
the text - I Cor-
inthians 3:9-11 
- “For we are la-
borers together 
with God: ye are 
God’s husbandry, 

ye are God’s building. 10] Ac-
cording to the grace of God, which 
is given unto me, as a wise master 
builder, I have laid the foundation, 
and another buildeth thereon. But 
let every man take heed how he 
buildeth thereupon. 11] For other 
foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

Generally speaking, the family 
structure has stood as stable as a 
rock for years, even thousands 
of years. Nothing could shake it.  
Nothing could penetrate it. Noth-
ing could corrupt it. Nothing could 
destroy it. Nothing could divide it.  
Nothing could crush it. And noth-
ing could rob it of its glory, or its 
beauty, or its love, or its joy and 
happiness. Sadly, however, all of 
this has changed, and “the home” 
and “the family” are now suffer-
ing.

There was a time when blood 
ran thicker than water. Families 
pulled together, stayed together, 
lived together, prayed together, 
ate together, traveled together, and 
attended church together. But, this 
is not the case anymore.

There was a time when marriag-
es were considered to have been 
“made in heaven” but today they 
look as if they are made some-
place else; children were consid-
ered to be a wonderful blessing, 
but now they seem to be more of 
a curse than a blessing; home was 
thought of as a haven and a refuge, 
but today home has become more 
of a war zone and battlefront than 
anything else.

There was a time when family 
members loved each other, cared 
for each other, looked out for each 
other, rejoiced with each other, 

wept with each other, showed 
compassion for each other and 
were a wonderful blessing to each 
other, but in most cases today, this 
is not so.

Today, there is fighting and 
backbiting, fussing and cussing, 
criticizing and ostracizing, de-
ceiving and misleading. The tradi-
tional family structure is in deep 
trouble today and the trouble be-
comes even worse when the fam-
ily doesn’t know what to do and 
it is made worse yet when they 
know what they should do, but 
won’t do it. 

So, while mom and dad are fuss-
ing, the kids are crying, friends are 
often forsaken and hearts become 
hard and cold and to add misery 
to misery, nobody seems to really 
care.

Allow me to discuss three 
points that I feel play a vital role in 
the survival of the family structure 
and its restoration.

First, consider the challenges 
of the family. The challenges that 
homes and family structures face 
today are colossal in size and 
overwhelming in strength and 
they are even getting bigger and 
stronger.  These challenges are 
so great that they shake a family 
structure as if it was but a “leaf in 
a violent windstorm.” No weak, 
unstable, insecure, feeble, loose-
knit, immature or shaky family 
structure will suffice in meeting 
these challenges.

Ephesians 6:12 reads, “For 
we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rul-
ers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in 
high places.” 1 Peter 5:8 reads, 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil, as a roar-
ing lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour.”

Only those families, which are 
developed and solidified, will 
overcome these modern day bold-
faced, super-stubborn, ever pres-

ent, hard-core, high voltage and 
pressure-packed challenges.

It is sad to say but gone are the 
days when families gather togeth-
er for three square meals a day, 
benefit from a quiet time free from 
radios, VCRs and television; share 
in the heartaches and the delights 
of each other, and participate to-
gether in family fun and activities. 
Gone are the days when families 
attend the House of God together 
and worship the Lord.

Another challenge that every 
family faces, especially Christian 
families, is Satan or sin. With all of 
his ingenuity and devilish ability, 
Satan will “huff and puff” against 
any family structure, endeavor-
ing to pull them apart, and then to 
strike them down in order that he 
might capture their devotion. And 
this is where the challenge lies. 
In order for the family structure 
to endure such an onslaught of 
evil and vice and wickedness and 
ruthlessness, the family must take 
heart, stick together, stand their 
ground, pray without ceasing and 
love one another.

Sin will make you think that 
using drugs is all right and is the 
thing to do. But I’m sure that you 
know somebody and some fami-
lies that drugs have torn asunder 
and destroyed. Many is the num-
ber of families who have suffered 
because of the use of marijuana, 
cocaine, L.S.D. and crack.

We must take heed to God’s 
words as spelled out for us in 
James 1:14 - 15, “But every man 
is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust and enticed. 
Then when lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin when it is fin-
ished, bringeth forth death,” and 
Romans 6:23, “The wages of sin 
is death,” and lastly Proverbs 3:5-
6, “Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart and lean not to thine own 
understanding in all thy ways ac-
knowledge Him and He shall di-
rect thy path.”

The third challenge we face 

is having a solid foundation. A 
building is no sturdier than its 
foundation; a bridge no safer than 
its foundation, a road no smoother 
than its foundation, a tower no 
stronger than its foundation, a wall 
no straighter than its foundation, a 
fortress no securer than its foun-
dation. This is particularly true of 
the family. Too many families are 
built on the wrong foundation.

Many families have rejected 
God and when you do that, you 
become godless and being god-
less, you soon become shameless, 
careless, faithless, joyless, hope-
less and eventually helpless and 
foolish. I don’t care what you may 
think or believe, nobody can build 
a home on the foundation that is 
not solid.

The only foundation that 
will support a home and a fam-
ily through the thick and the thin, 
through the fires and the floods, 
through the good times and the 
bad times, through the vales and 
the valleys, through the glad times 
and sad times, through the disas-
ter and the tragedies, through the 
problems and the pressure, is God 
and His eternal word - which is 
“love.”

The bible teaches us that God is 
love as shown in John 3:16, “For 
God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in Him shall 
not perish but have everlasting 
life.”

Love improves so many things. 
It makes you look at things differ-
ently; transforming junk into jew-
els, trash into treasure, leftovers 
into feasts, rags into robes and so 
on.

To reclaim our families, we 
need to start with love.

Rev. Archie Smith is the presid-
ing elder of the Greenville and 
Greenwood District of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Churches.  
The Madison resident is married 
to Valerie Smith and the parents of 
four children.

Everyone loves a good mys-
tery. - well, maybe not everyone, 
but most people anyway. Here is 
one for you. And it is unlike any 
other mystery in the history of the 
world.

The apostle Paul was sort of 
like a detective. He had been in-
vestigating a new religion on the 
scene. Well, maybe not investi-
gating it as much as just persecut-
ing it. And at that point, his name 
was still “Saul” of Tarsus.

The first time a Christian was 
martyred, “Saul was there, giv-
ing approval of his death.” (Acts 
8:1) Saul not only loved seeing 
Stephen put to death, but he “be-
gan to destroy the church. Going 
from house to house, he dragged 
off men and women and put them 
in prison.” (Acts 8:3) Saul was a 
radical and an extremist. He hat-
ed Christians and their message.

But then something incredible 
happened. Saul was converted 
on the road to Damascus. “Sud-
denly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice say to him, 
‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?’ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ Saul 
asked. ‘I am Jesus, whom who 
are persecuting, he replied. ‘Now 
get up and go into the city, and 
you will be told what you must 
do.’” (Acts 9:4-6)

You won’t find a more dra-
matic conversion experience than 
that of Saul. Many Christians, on 
the other hand, come to faith in a 
relatively quiet manner. There is 
no fanfare. No strong emotion. 
No light flashing from heaven. 

Just wisdom, knowledge, faith 
and insight into the mystery of 
Christ.

Ah, the mystery of Christ. That 
is exactly what God revealed to 
Saul, who went on to become the 
apostle Paul. This is what Paul 
said about this message which 
he was given: “I want you to 
know, brothers, that the Gospel 
I preached is not something that 
man made up. I did not receive it 
from any man, nor was I taught it; 
rather, I received it by revelation 
from Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 
1:11,12)

Not only that, but Paul referred 
to this message as a “mystery.” 
He wrote to the believers in 
Ephesus, “In reading this, then, 
you will be able to understand my 
insight into the mystery of Christ, 
which was not made known to 
men in other generations as it has 
now been revealed by the Spirit 
to God’s holy apostles and proph-
ets.” (Ephesians 3:4, 5)

And to the Christians at 
Colosse Paul wrote, “I have be-
come its servant by the commis-
sion God gave me to present to 
you the word of God in its full-
ness - the mystery that has been 
kept hidden for ages and genera-
tions, but is now disclosed to the 
saints. To them God has chosen 
to make known among the Gen-
tiles the glorious riches of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, 
the hope of glory.” (Colossians 
1:25-27)

Why all the suspense? Why 
all the intrigue? And why was it 
such a mystery? Those are ques-
tions only God can answer. But 
one thing is sure. God has chosen 

to reveal this mystery not only 
to Jews like Saul of Tarsus, but 
also to many Gentiles as well. 
Who knows? You may be next. 
Or are you as strongly opposed 
to the Gospel message as Saul 
was before his conversion? Even 
if that does describe your current 
spiritual state, there is still hope 
for you. If Saul can be converted, 
anyone can be.

To understand the Gospel 
message involves receiving a 
spiritual revelation. It involves 
spiritual discernment. An “aha 
moment” if you will. The good 
news of salvation through Jesus 
is a message so simple a child 
can understand it, and yet so 
deep the most brilliant minds 
have missed it. It seems to pass 
right over the radar of our human 
understanding. Remember - it is 

a spiritual message comprised of 
concepts, words and historical 
events. It is not a natural mes-
sage. The Gospel is a supernatu-
ral revelation of truth, and only 
those who receive it humbly will 
find themselves beginning to un-
derstand it and believe it.

Saul had to be humbled. That 
is what his Damascus road expe-
rience was about in part. Humil-
ity and revelation. And then faith 
and a response. It took a miracle 
of the Holy Spirit. Only He can 
reveal the mystery of Christ to 
man. Only He can make it clear. 
And only He can work the “mi-
raculous conception” of Christ 
within your spirit. There must be 
a conception before there can be 
a birth. There must be God’s cre-
ative power, and the presence of 
this new Person within you. All 

of that gets accomplished as the 
Gospel message is shared, heard 
and then accepted by faith.

Who can fully understand the 
miracle of physical conception? 
Likewise, the miracle of spiritual 
conception is even greater. Just 
think. The soul, which is immor-
tal, goes from a position of spiri-
tual death to one of spiritual life. 
Your spirit comes alive. Jesus 
comes within. And you begin to 
realize that something is very dif-
ferent in your life. It is a mystery 
how it all comes together, but that 
is exactly what happens to peo-
ple all over the world. And who 
knows? You just might be next.

Are you open to having your 
own “Damascus road” meeting 
with the Lord? It will probably 
not be as dramatic as Saul’s ex-
perience, but you will need to 
have your own encounter with 
the risen Christ in order for you to 
be born again. There is no other 
way for this miracle to happen. It 
is all about Jesus. His life, death 
and resurrection. His power and 
forgiveness. His love and grace. 
He died so that you may live for-
ever. So why not accept that fact 
today? If you postpone your ac-
ceptance, you may never again 
get this close to being spiritually 
reborn.

“I think I will wait until I am 
closer to death.” Oh really? And 
what makes you think you will be 
even slightly interested in Christ 
on your deathbed? What makes 
you think your life will not be 
asnuffed out instantly with no 
opportunity to go back for a do-
over? It is nothing more than self-
deception to think that “there will 

always be time to come to Christ 
later.” Most people who buy into 
that theory never end up on the 
narrow road to heaven, ever. So 
yes, there is much urgency when 
it comes to the Gospel message. 
Think of it this way. Your soul 
is on the edge of a cliff. And a 
few feet to your right is a sturdy 
bridge. The bridge leads to para-
dise. If you are an unbeliever, you 
are standing on the edge but not 
on the bridge. What if your life 
ends today? It could you know. 
And you would be wise to seri-
ously consider that possibility. 
There is no reason for you to fall 
over the edge of the cliff, espe-
cially after all that Christ has 
done to build this bridge by His 
death and resurrection.

If the other religions of the 
world placed their followers on 
the bridge, God would never 
have sent His only Son to suffer 
and die just to “build one more 
bridge.” God sent Him because 
man had no bridge to heaven, and 
no way to save himself. God did 
for us what we could never do for 
ourselves in a million lifetimes. 
“Christ died for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, 
to bring you to God.” (1 Peter 
3:18)

What happens to the person 
who repents of his sin and be-
lieves this good news? “Yet to all 
who received Him, to those who 
believed in His name, He gave the 
right to become children of God.” 
(John 1:12) That is the mystery 
of the new birth. And that is the 
mystery of Christ.

Everyone loves a good mys-
tery. Well, maybe not everyone.
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If you want the 
great and mighty 
things God has 
for you, you must 
get to the root of 
anger and deal 
with it. Get rid of 

the masks and face the things 
that happened in your life that 
made you the way you are today. 
Admit that you can’t change by 
yourself.  Until the root is re-
moved, it’ll continue to produce 
one bad fruit after another.

Too often we spend our lives 
dealing with the bad fruit of 
our behavior, but we never dig 
deep enough to get to the root 
of the problem. Actually, when 
we’re faced with anger, we must 
choose our pain. Digging deep 
to take care of the bad root is 
painful, but it’s the only lasting 
way to take care of the problem.

The Apostle Peter tells us to 
be well-balanced and temperate, 
withstanding the devil at his on-
set; 1 Peter 5:8-9: “Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil walks about like a roar-
ing lion, seeking whom he may 
devour. Resist him, steadfast in 
the faith, knowing that the same 
sufferings are experienced by 
your brotherhood in the world.”  
When you begin to feel anger, 
it’s the perfect time to exercise 
the fruit of self-control.

One of the roots of anger is 
jealousy. Jealousy can cause 
perfectly rational people to sud-
denly turn into raging creatures 
of anger and hate. In seconds, 
it can destroy what should be a 
happy celebration as well as per-
manently destroy relationships 
between family, friends, co-
workers and even your neigh-
bors.

As soon as you feel the fa-
miliar emotion of jealousy, you 
know there’s something deep 
inside of you that needs to be 
healed. It’s all about you, not the 
other person.  They are just the 
emotional trigger. You should 
take the time to figure out what 
it is about the situation that is 
causing you to react so violently.

With jealousy, the very first 
thing you want to do is to strike 
out in anger and to push away 
the person who has stirred up 
your emotions. If you hurt them 
back or belittle their accomplish-
ment then you don’t have to deal 
with your own pain and suffer-
ing. It’s a very draining emotion, 
and it’s also a tough one to let go 
once the anger has been stirred 
up. It’s far better to face it head 
on and just deal with it.  You’ll 
be so glad you did.

Joan Didion said, “To cure 
jealousy is to see it for what it 

is - dissatisfaction with self.”
So what is God’s judgment 

on anger? What does God deem 
appropriate to be angry about? 
Certainly, the place to start is 
back in Scripture, to see what 
God himself is angry about. Fol-
lowing are six things that anger 
God.

1) People opposing God’s 
plans for their lives - In Exodus 
4, God had a job he wanted Mo-
ses to do, but Moses gave excuse 
after excuse for why he couldn’t 
do it. Moses became a naysayer 
to God’s plans and that made 
God angry with him.

2) People using their power 
to set themselves against God 
- Over and over again in the 
Old Testament, God expressed 
his anger at people, including 
leaders and nations, who went 
against Him.

3) People willfully disobeying 
God’s commands - When people 
are disobedient and intentionally 
choose to defy God’s instruc-
tions, this too makes God angry.

4) People rejecting God - 
God provided the people of Is-
rael with manna, the bread from 
Heaven, to eat in the wilderness. 
The people, however, got tired 
of the manna and began to com-
plain and whine about the “good 
life” in Egypt under slavery and 
oppression. They rejected God 
and His salvation, all because 
they were bored of eating the 
same thing every day. They were 
tired of being God’s people and 
all it meant. They wanted some-

thing else; they wanted someone 
else besides God, which in turn 
made God angry.

5) People failing to trust God 
- After scouting out the land that 
God promised to give the people 
of Israel; the twelve spies came 
back with their report. Ten spies 
were negative and said the land 
couldn’t be won, even though 
God said He would do it. Two 
spies, Joshua and Caleb, were 
positive and expressed their 
trust in God to fulfill His prom-
ise. The people sided with the 
ten, making God so angry He 
refused to allow that generation 
to enter the land He promised to 
give, except for Joshua and Ca-
leb (Numbers 32).

6) People practicing idolatry - 
When God gave the land to His 
people, He was quite specific 
that it was not because of their 

own righteousness but because 
of the wickedness and idolatry 
of the indigenous people. He 
also warned them repeatedly not 
to engage in the same evil prac-
tices. When they did, He became 
angry and caused both Israel and 
Judah to be carried off into cap-
tivity (Deuteronomy 32:16).

Next week - Sept. 26, 2013 - 
Part III

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church of 
God in Farmhaven (Canton), 
Miss., and is married to Velma 
L. Green. He honorably served 
in the U.S. Army for 20 years. 
Presently, Rev. Green is a mem-
ber of the National Association 
of Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
vice-chairman at the Southeast-
ern Association of The Church 
of God, Inc. 
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Controlling your anger 
before it controls you - Part II

I just knew 
it was going 
to be a great 
day. Praise 
music woke 
me up, I had 
a wonderful 

early morning devotion, 
and my morning classes 
were fantastic. I’d finished 
my school work early and 
planned to spend the af-
ternoon working on a few 
writing projects.

But all those plans 
changed when I got 
home…no telephone, TV 
or internet service. After 
calling the phone com-
pany, I was reassured that 
a technician would be out 
in a few hours to fix the 
problem.

I don’t know how the 
phone representative did 
it, but she tested the line 
and reassured me that it 
wasn’t the signal. Accord-
ing to her tests, all the wir-
ing, interfaces and connec-
tions were working fine. 
The problem was probably 
something on the outside.

And as promised, within 
a few hours, a technician 
was working on the prob-
lem. Since I had no TV, 
phone or internet, I pa-
tiently watched the tech 
go upstairs, then outside to 
my back yard, then outside 
to his truck for over an 
hour. Finally, he came in-
side and said. “I got to go 
to the box around the cor-
ner…I think that’s where 
the problem is.” When I 
asked what box he was 
talking about, he explained 
how at first he wanted to 
make sure that the signal 
was being sent okay. He 
then wanted to make sure 
that the connections that 
received the signal were 
working correctly.

He said since everything 
else was working fine, it 
had to be “the box” around 
the corner. After about 10 
minutes, he said with a 
great look of satisfaction, 
“You’re all fixed and back 
online. There was a prob-
lem with the box. “    Be-

fore he left, he explained 
that even though every-
thing inside was hooked 
up and working right, all 
it took was one loose con-
nection in the box to make 
me lose service.

This reminded me of 
how sometimes we al-
low outside interference:  
words, actions, and behav-
iors of others to interfere 
in our relationship with 
God. Even when we have a 
strong connection to God, 
go to church, read the bi-
ble, fast and pray, inter-
ference with our ability to 
hear and obey God comes. 
In the past, I’ve made the 
mistake of listening to 
well meaning friends and 
their “great advice.”

Like Job’s friends in Job 
2:11, they initially tried to 
comfort me but in the end 
like Job, I regretted listen-
ing to them. In Job 16: 2, he 
acknowledges his mistake 
in listening to his friends 
and calls them “miserable 
comforters.” Job 38 shows 
that it wasn’t until he 
stopped listening to oth-
ers that God responded to 
Job’s questions. After he 
listened and obeyed, God 
restored Job’s losses.

The bible talks about get-
ting good counsel but the 
only one we need to obey 
is God. Listening to God is 
the first step to being obe-
dient to God. Romans 2:12 
says, “For merely listening 
to the law doesn’t make us 
right with God. It is obey-
ing the law that makes us 
right in his sight.”

Join Shewanda at the 7th 
Annual Do the Write Thing 
Writing Conference Oct. 
11th and 12th in Hurst. 
Visit www.thewritething-
workshop.com for more 
details.

Shewanda Riley is the 
author of the Essence 
best-seller “Love Hang-
over: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Rela-
tionship Ends.” She can 
be reached at lovehang-
over@juno.com, at www.
shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorson-
tour.com 
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601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p r E S E r v E d

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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r E i g N i N g  A N N o u N C E M E N t S
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, College 
Ministry will host “Open Mic Night” Friday, Sept. 20, in the Family Life Center of the 
church. Members and guests will participate in an evening of hidden and known 
talents. Prior to “Open Mic Night” the congregation will gather for a pre-revival prayer 
service Friday, at 6 p.m. The church’s Annual Fall Revival will run Monday through 
Wednesday, Sept.23–25, at 7 p.m. The evangelist for this celebration will be Dr. Mar-
vin K. Myles Sr., pastor of Christian Liberty Baptist Church in Kosciusko. For more 
information, please call College Hill’s church office at 601.355.2670.

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park Road, Flora, 
continues to host its Sensational September Celebrations with an annual appre-
ciation service to be held for Bishop Stanley Cavett and Mother Stephanie Cavett 
Sunday, Sept. 22, at 2 p.m. at the church. For more information, call 601.879.3999. 

Priestley Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 177 Virlilia Rd. Canton, will honor 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert E. McCallum, pastor and wife, for 32 years of dedicated ser-
vice to the church Sunday, Sept. 22, at 10 a.m. The theme is “The Man, the Mission, 
and the Ministry: A Leader Committed to God’s Great Work” Nehemiah 6:3. The 
guest minister will be Rev. Reginald Buckley, executive pastor of Cade Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Jackson. For more information, call 601.859.8449.
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Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

RoyalWindows.comRoyalWindows.com

CALL NOW 1-800-542-4972CALL NOW 1-800-542-4972

Buy 2 Windows
GET 1 FREE!

Free Dinner For Two With Estimate

OW 1OW 1CALL NCALL NOW 1-OW 1-CALL NCALL N 7272992 42 4800 54800 54 7272992-42-4800-54800-54

T 1 FREGE
Buy 2 Windows

E!T 1 FRE
Buy 2 Windows

ows.comows.comoyalWindoyalWindRR ows comows.comlWi dyRR

Free Dinner For T

mmmm

wo With EstimateFree Dinner For T

RoyalWindows.comRoyalWindows.com

CALL NOW 1-800-542-4972CALL NOW 1-800-542-4972

Buy 2 Windows
GET 1 FREE!

Free Dinner For Two With Estimate

OW 1OW 1CALL NCALL NOW 1-OW 1-CALL NCALL N 7272992 42 4800 54800 54 7272992-42-4800-54800-54

T 1 FREGE
Buy 2 Windows

E!T 1 FRE
Buy 2 Windows

ows.comows.comoyalWindoyalWindRR ows comows.comlWi dyRR

Free Dinner For T

mmmm

wo With EstimateFree Dinner For T

RoyalWindows.comRoyalWindows.com

CALL NOW 1-800-542-4972CALL NOW 1-800-542-4972

Buy 2 Windows
GET 1 FREE!

Free Dinner For Two With Estimate

OW 1OW 1CALL NCALL NOW 1-OW 1-CALL NCALL N 7272992 42 4800 54800 54 7272992-42-4800-54800-54

T 1 FREGE
Buy 2 Windows

E!T 1 FRE
Buy 2 Windows

ows.comows.comoyalWindoyalWindRR ows comows.comlWi dyRR

Free Dinner For T

mmmm

wo With EstimateFree Dinner For T

PASS

3.556x4     48 Web 3.33x4    46 Web

Royal Windows and Siding

WHAT WE NEED 
FROM YOU
• CDL-A
• 25 years old
• 2 yrs OTR 
  experience
• Clean criminal record
• Good MVR and 
  CSA scores

WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER: 
• 4200 miles or more 
  a week
• Competitive Pay
• Great Benefits
• Pet Friendly
• Reliable Equipment
• Good Home Time
• Quarterly Bonus

Less than 2 years of experience?  
Become a junior driver by teaming up with an experienced team lead!

Drive YOUR WAY on the HIGHWAY!
Longistics is looking for  TEAM 

DRIVERS to join our family!

Longistics 
Transportation

Apply TODAY online at 
www.longistics.com                   

phone: 1-800-289-0082                 
fax to 919-281-2535

$1500 Signing Bonus
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ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

bid 2262 - Hughes Athletic Field Track resurfacing 
and Drainage improvement project

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) October 10, 
2013, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid 
Conference concerning the project will be held at Enoch Complex, 101 Near Street, Jack-
son, MS  39203, on September 26, 2013, at 10:00 A.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid confer-
ence is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid 
if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  A $200.00 deposit 
shall be required on each set of plans and specifications, to be refunded upon return of all 
documents in good condition, returned within two weeks of bid opening.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Micro Printing and 
Blueprint, 225 E. Pearl Street, Jackson, MS  39201, Phone:  601-355-9543.  For inquiries 
contact Durrell Design Group, PLLC, P O Box 13471, Jackson, MS  39236-3471, Phone: 
601-622-2786, Fax: 601-488-4717, Email:  contact@durrelldesigngroup.com 

Requester:  Please provide company name, contact person and telephone number, 
physical address, email address if applicable and Certificate of Responsibility (COR) 
Number.  The ABC/AIA Plan Deposit Program shall apply to this project.

9/12/2013, 9/19/2013

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

COnsTrUCTiOn AnD rElATED sErViCEs
in COnnECTiOn WiTH THE nOrTH WEsT rAmp

rEpAir AnD rEpAVinG AT HAWkins FiElD
(JmAA prOJECT nO. 005-13)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) 
will receive sealed bids at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal 
Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin 
County, Mississippi, until 2:00 p.m. on October 17, 
2013 (the “Bid Deadline”), for construction and related 
services in connection with the repair and repaving 
of the north west aircraft ramp at Hawkins Field (the 
“Work”).  

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 
p.m. on October 17, 2013 (the “Bid Opening”), in the 
Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Termi-
nal Building at JAN.  

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or con-
tainer of the bid must be marked with the bidder’s Mis-
sissippi Certificate of Responsibility Number and with 
the wording:  “North West Ramp Repair and Repav-
ing at HKS, JMAA Project No. 005-13.”  Bid propos-
als, amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal 
of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will 
not be considered for any cause whatsoever.  JMAA 
invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to 
be present at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bid-
der as determined by JMAA in accordance with the 
criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders.  The 
Information for Bidders contains, among other things, 
a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to 
Bidders and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA 
and the lowest and best bidder.  Plans and specifica-
tions related to the Work are considered a part of the 
Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for pub-
lic inspection at JAN at the following address:
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3590
Facsimile:   (601) 664-3545
Attention:  Gary O’Quin, Airfield Maintenance Supervi-
sor
A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and 
specifications for the Work) may be obtained upon 
payment of a $50.00 refundable fee per set at the fol-
lowing address:
Neel Schaffer, Inc.
1022 Highland Colony Parkway, Suite 202
Ridgeland, Mississippi 39157
Telephone No.:  (601) 898-3358
Facsimile No.:  (601) 898-8485

Attention: Chuck Lott, P.E.
JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. on 
October 3, 2013 in West Terminal Building at Hawkins 
Field.  Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is man-
datory for all those submitting bids for the Work.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and spec-
ifications for the Work by Addendum issued before the 
Bid Deadline and delivered to all bidders by facsimile, 
mail, electronic mail or other reliable means; to reject 
any and all bids; to waive informalities in the bidding 
process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety 
(90) days before awarding the Contract.
      
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: September 12, 2013    
/s/ Dirk B. Vanderleest   
      
Dirk B. Vanderleest, Chief Executive Officer

9/19/2013, 9/26/2013

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

Sealed bids for Roof Hail Damage Re-
pair at Walter Vincent Apartments Bolton 
Mississippi will be received by the Town 
of Bolton Development Authority, at the 
offices of AJA Management and Techni-
cal Services, PROJECT MANAGER, 912 
North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi 
39202 until 3:30 PM, local time, Thursday 
October 17, 2013 at said office, publicly 
opened and read aloud.

A pre-bid meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, October 3, 2013 at 1:30 PM in the 
Community Room at the jobsite.

Proposals shall be submitted on the form 
furnished and sealed and deposited with 
AJA Management and Technical Services 
prior to the hour and date above desig-
nated. Comprehensive Public Liability and 
Property Damage and Workman’s Com-
pensation Insurance will be required.

The Information for Bidders, Form of Bid, 
Form of Contract, plans and specifica-
tions; forms of bonds and other contract 
documents may be obtained electroni-
cally at no cost. Request electronic cop-
ies from AJA Management and Technical 
Services, Inc. 

C/O Mary Carter at mcarter@ajaservices.
com

Direct questions concerning this project 
to: AJA Management and Technical Ser-
vices, Inc., 

C/O Mary Carter at 601-352-6800

9/19/2013, 9/26/2013

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

DEpArTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTrATiOn
bUrEAU OF bUilDinG, GrOUnDs AnD

rEAl prOpErTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Man-
agement, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 
39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 10/17/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 202-063 Ellis Hall Renovations 
  Copiah-Lincoln Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

 Professional: ArchitectureSouth, P.A. 
 Address:      330 West Jefferson Street
   Tupelo, Mississippi 38804-3936
 Phone:  662-844-5842

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

9/19/2013, 9/26/2013

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

DEpArTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTrATiOn
bUrEAU OF bUilDinG, GrOUnDs AnD

rEAl prOpErTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Man-
agement, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 
39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 10/17/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 425-059 Interior Renovations 
  South Mississippi Regional Center

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

 Professional: Eley Guild Hardy Architects, PA 
 Address:      1091 Tommy Munro Drive
   Biloxi, Mississippi 39532
 Phone:  228-594-2323

A deposit of $200.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
9/19/2013, 9/26/2013

DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm



ENGLISH CONTAINER AUCTION
ANDESTATE AUCTIONS.

Columbia Auction Company. 2-4 Estate
Liquidations Every Month and one

English Container Auction Every Month.
For Details Or To Join Our Mailing List:

www.colauc.com or email
colauc@gmail.com 601-736-2522.

Jennings Gilmore, ML#452.

ATTENTION DEDICATED & REGION-
AL DRIVERS. Averitt Offers Excellent
Benefits and Hometime. CDL-A required.
888-362-8608. Recent grads with a CDL-
A, 1-6/weeks paid training. Apply online
at AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer.
ATTENTION! Driver Trainees
Needed Now! No experience necessary.
KLLM needs entry-level semi drivers.
Premium equipment & benefits. Local
CDL training available. Call Today! 1-
800-350-7364.
DEDICATED DRIVING OPPORTUNI-
TIES for team and solo drivers. Quality
home time, steady miles, high earnings.
Enjoy Transport America’s great driver
experience! TAdrivers.com or 866-204-
0648.
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by Mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
Drivers - CDL-A SOLO AND TEAM
DRIVERS NEEDED! Top Pay and Full
Benefits. Even MORE Pay For Hazmat!
New Trucks Arriving Daily! CDL Grads
Welcome.                           800-942-
2104.  www.TotalMS.com 

SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7.

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

A u c t i o n s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of September 15, 2013

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Medicare
Supplements

LOW RATES!
“Plan F”

SIMMONS FINANCIAL SERVICES

601-544-7770
Not Affiliated With Any Government Agency.

Male (Non Tobacco)
Age Mo/Premium
65        $118.00
70        $131.00
75        $157.00
80        $185.00

Female (Non Tobacco)
Age Mo/Premium
65        $103.00
70        $121.00
75        $146.00
80        $160.00

Rates may slightly vary according to zipcode.

NEED EMPLOYEES?
HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?

Did you know that you can place your
classified ad in over

100 NEWSPAPERS
WITH JUST ONE PHONE CALL?
One Phone Call � One Order

One Check
Call  MS Press Services 

at 601-981-3060
For More Information!

Sep15_MCAN
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ArmstrongGuy.com  800-229-8404626 Delaware Ave  McComb, MS 39648

Call Armstrong & Guy to speak in 
privacy with a female attorney or an 

associated doctor / attorney.

Women who have had a Transvaginal 
Mesh Implant could be at risk for a 

number of internal injuries. If you or a 
loved one have suffered complications 
related to these products, you may be 

entitled to money damages.

Free background information available upon request. The listing of these areas of 
practice does not indicate any certification or expertise therein. The above 

attorneys practice law in Mississippi and may associate with other attorneys 
throughout the U.S. who may ultimately handle your case in your state court.

Transvaginal Mesh may lead to:
•Erosion, exposure or 
  extrusion of the mesh
•Pelvic Organ Prolapse

•Dyspareunia
•Urinary problems
•Vaginal pain
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ARMSTRONG & GUY

ENGINEER
Position Vacancy

The North American Coal Corporation is seeking an engineer for the Red
Hills Mine located near Ackerman, MS. The successful candidate will have a minimum
of a Bachelor’s Degree in Mining or Civil Engineering, a related discipline, or equiva-
lent experience. This position will provide support to the Engineering and
Environmental Departments. Engineering support includes short-term and long-term
mine planning, mine layout, bench design, water control layout and design, pond
design, and haulroad design. Environmental support includes permit compliance and
renewals, topsoil removal plans, oxidized overburden removal plans, and post-mining
topography design.

This job requires good verbal and written skills, good interpersonal skills,
and the ability to make presentations both in-house and to customers. A working
knowledge of computers and AutoCad is required. In addition, knowledge of mining
applications including environmental and safety regulations is required. A Professional
Engineering license, or the ability to obtain a license within one year, is required.
Professional land surveyor is preferred.

Qualified individuals who are interested in this job should apply by mail-
ing their resume no later than October 11, 2013 to:

Human Resources Department
North American Coal, Red Hills Mine

1000 McIntire Road
Ackerman, MS 39735

“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”

ENGINEER
Position Vacancy

The North American Coal Corporation is seeking an engineer for the Red
Hills Mine located near Ackerman, MS. The successful candidate will have a minimum
of a Bachelor’s Degree in Mining or Civil Engineering, a related discipline, or equiva-
lent experience. This position will provide support to the Engineering and
Environmental Departments. Engineering support includes short-term and long-term
mine planning, mine layout, bench design, water control layout and design, pond
design, and haulroad design. Environmental support includes permit compliance and
renewals, topsoil removal plans, oxidized overburden removal plans, and post-mining
topography design.

This job requires good verbal and written skills, good interpersonal skills,
and the ability to make presentations both in-house and to customers. A working
knowledge of computers and AutoCad is required. In addition, knowledge of mining
applications including environmental and safety regulations is required. A Professional
Engineering license, or the ability to obtain a license within one year, is required.
Professional land surveyor is preferred.

Qualified individuals who are interested in this job should apply by mail-
ing their resume no later than October 11, 2013 to:

Human Resources Department
North American Coal, Red Hills Mine

1000 McIntire Road
Ackerman, MS 39735

“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”

ENGINEER
Position Vacancy

The North American Coal Corporation is seeking an engineer for the Red
Hills Mine located near Ackerman, MS. The successful candidate will have a minimum
of a Bachelor’s Degree in Mining or Civil Engineering, a related discipline, or equiva-
lent experience. This position will provide support to the Engineering and
Environmental Departments. Engineering support includes short-term and long-term
mine planning, mine layout, bench design, water control layout and design, pond
design, and haulroad design. Environmental support includes permit compliance and
renewals, topsoil removal plans, oxidized overburden removal plans, and post-mining
topography design.

This job requires good verbal and written skills, good interpersonal skills,
and the ability to make presentations both in-house and to customers. A working
knowledge of computers and AutoCad is required. In addition, knowledge of mining
applications including environmental and safety regulations is required. A Professional
Engineering license, or the ability to obtain a license within one year, is required.
Professional land surveyor is preferred.

Qualified individuals who are interested in this job should apply by mail-
ing their resume no later than October 11, 2013 to:

Human Resources Department
North American Coal, Red Hills Mine

1000 McIntire Road
Ackerman, MS 39735

“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”
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North American Coal

ACCOUNTANT
Position Vacancy

The North American Coal Corporation is seeking an accountant for the
Red Hills Mine located near Ackerman, MS. This position is responsible for providing
support to the Business Manager in various matters involving the accounting and
finance functions of the company. Responsibilities also include: Preparing individual
company and consolidated income statements, balance sheets, cash flow statements,
writing assumptions used to generate information–including reviews of operation pro-
jections, analyzing financial statement variances, and assisting with audits. Limited
travel will be required.

The successful candidate will have a minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree in
Accounting or Finance and several years of related experience - a CPA is preferred.
This job also requires good verbal and written skills, good interpersonal skills and the
ability to make presentations both in-house and to customers. A working knowledge of
applicable computer software is required.

Qualified individuals who are interested in this job should apply by mail-
ing their resume no later than September 30, 2013 to:

Human Resources Department
North American Coal, Red Hills Mine

1000 McIntire Road
Ackerman, MS 39735

“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”

ACCOUNTANT
Position Vacancy

The North American Coal Corporation is seeking an accountant for the
Red Hills Mine located near Ackerman, MS. This position is responsible for providing
support to the Business Manager in various matters involving the accounting and
finance functions of the company. Responsibilities also include: Preparing individual
company and consolidated income statements, balance sheets, cash flow statements,
writing assumptions used to generate information–including reviews of operation pro-
jections, analyzing financial statement variances, and assisting with audits. Limited
travel will be required.

The successful candidate will have a minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree in
Accounting or Finance and several years of related experience - a CPA is preferred.
This job also requires good verbal and written skills, good interpersonal skills and the
ability to make presentations both in-house and to customers. A working knowledge of
applicable computer software is required.

Qualified individuals who are interested in this job should apply by mail-
ing their resume no later than September 30, 2013 to:

Human Resources Department
North American Coal, Red Hills Mine

1000 McIntire Road
Ackerman, MS 39735
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Accounting or Finance and several years of related experience - a CPA is preferred.
This job also requires good verbal and written skills, good interpersonal skills and the
ability to make presentations both in-house and to customers. A working knowledge of
applicable computer software is required.

Qualified individuals who are interested in this job should apply by mail-
ing their resume no later than September 30, 2013 to:

Human Resources Department
North American Coal, Red Hills Mine

1000 McIntire Road
Ackerman, MS 39735

“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”
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The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Moore needed less for 
Jackson State to win

Callaway outfires 
Murrah 53 to 38

Over 42,000 
football fans 
packed into 
Liberty Bowl 
stadium in 
Memphis last 
Saturday to 
cheer for their 
favorite colle-
giate team.

At the end 
of the night, 
the fans that 
traveled from 
Nashville were 
happy to see 
T e n n e s s e e 
State prevail 
over Jackson 
State. Jackson 
State fans were 
miffed at best.

J a c k s o n 
State should 
have easily 
defeated Ten-
nessee State, 
but a barrage 
of turnovers 
kept giving the 
Tigers from 
Tennessee op-
p o r t u n i t i e s . 
Jackson State’s 
defense played 
fairly well con-
sidering how 
much time 
they spent on 
the field.

C l a y t o n 
Moore did not have a stellar 
game by any stretch of the 
imagination. Moore commit-
ted five turnovers, four in-
terceptions and one fumble. 
Moore was throwing high 
passes and ill-advised passes 
all night. Give the defensive 
backs from Tennessee State 
credit, they were aggressive 
and jumped several of the 
pass attempts.

Moore did a bad job of 
staring his receivers down 

also. Until that last inter-
ception Moore had, Jackson 
State was still within striking 
distance. But his final throw 
of the night was an intercep-
tion returned for a touch-
down, ending his night and 
JSU’s chances. Evan Ingram 
also threw an interception.

Tommy Gooden led the 
rushing attack with 83 yards.  
His running mate, Rakeem 
Sims only had one carry de-
spite being a workhorse the 

previous week; coach’s de-
cision was the reason given.  
Moore ran for 64 yards ex-
tending a few drives via his 
legs.

Judging by the score, one 
would say the defense didn’t 
do well and that would be 
inaccurate. The “Darkside 
Defense” forced Tennesee 
State to take field goals on 
several occasions instead of 
allowing touchdowns. A few 
of those times were first and 

goal situations. They pres-
sured the quarterbacks, made 
some adjustments to slow 
down the receivers, and did 
their best to hold the running 
backs. The rushing attack for 
Tennessee State ended up 
with over 200 yards rushing, 
most of that coming in the 
4th quarter.  The defense was 
gassed and their offense was 
trying to chew up the clock.

Tennesse State won 26 to 
16. Maybe if Jackson State 

had only committed three 
turnovers instead of six 
the outcome may have 
been different.

Well no time for pity 
parties. Jackson State 
plays tonight at home 
against Texas Southern. 
The game will be tele-
vised on ESPNU. This is 
a SWAC game. Jackson 
State is 1 & 0 so far be-
cause they defeated Ala-
bama State.

The most an-
ticipated game of 
the JPS football 
season held up to 
the hype -unde-
feated Callaway 
versus 3 & 1 Mur-
rah.

Bitter arch ri-
vals squared off 
for JPS suprema-
cy. The game was 
packed. Roughly 
5000 people were 
in attendance to see an ac-
tion packed game.

Callaway entered the 
game with two dandy 
dozens and several D-1 
caliber players. Murrah 
entered with arguably the 
best player in the Metro 
area, let alone state, in 
Malik Dear. The fans also 
got to see that Murrah 
is more than a one man 
show, they also have sev-
eral D-1 caliber players 
who displayed their skills 
last Friday. 

The first half was 
played like a heavyweight 
boxing match. Both teams 
feeling each other out, 
striking when the oppor-
tunity was there. Murrah, 
however, dominated the 
time of possession in the 
first half. This was par-
ticularly good consider-
ing Dear didn’t play the 
second quarter. Dear was 
nursing a slight injury 
sustained on a touchdown 
carry. That opened up 
opportunities for Quar-
terback Vonnie Howard, 
running back Josef Corne-
lius, and all around back, 
Marquisian Chapman, to 
showcase their abilities. 
They didn’t disappoint.

Chapman finished the game 
with 95 yards rushing. Corne-
lius finished with 64 yards rush-
ing. Howard passed for over 
200 yards in the game.

Callaway committed some 
turnovers giving Murrah mul-
tiple chances to score. But the 
Chargers were resilient. Just 
before the half ended, TJ Wash-
ington hit Dayall Harris in the 
corner of the endzone for a 
touchdown. Murrah lead 26 to 
21, but Callaway took the wind 
out of their sails with that score.

In the second half, Callaway 
turned the game into a physi-
cal contest. They pushed the 
ball down the field by running. 
They switched backs out con-
stantly keeping them fresh and 

when Murrah stacked too many 
players in the box, they hit them 
with quick passes.

Harris had a great game for 
Callaway. He scored three 
touchdowns and accumulated 
over 153 all purpose yards. One 
of his touchdowns came on a 
kickoff return.

Running backs Jabari Wood-
cox and Carlos Ransburgh 
paced the Chargers’ ground 
game. Receiver Kendrick 
Catchings also ran the ball and 
scored for Callaway. Washing-
ton controlled the offense at 
quarterback. He played the en-
tire second half at quarterback 
after starting quarterback Chris 
Mitchell went down with an 
ankle injury in the first half.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  
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JSU fans love to travel
JSU quarterback Moore looking up at replay of his 
final interception

Moore tackles Stephen Godbolt III hard for intercepting his 
pass

Lanier alumni Teddrick Terrell sacks TSU quarterback 
Ronald Butler

Marquisian Chapman ran hard for Murrah

Callaway coach Jones raises the trophy with 
Tommie Champion and Carlos Ransburgh

Callaway receiver Dayall Harris makes a 
catch over Murrah DB Patrick Jackson
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Book Review:
“who Asked You?”
BYTeRRY McMillAn
  c.2013, viking  
   $27.95 / $29.50 Canada  •  383 pages
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You can’t fix everything. 
That’s a hard lesson to learn, no 
matter who you are. You can’t 
swoop in and make things right 
when they’re not yours to cor-
rect. You can’t throw money at 
something to make it go away, 
there are some issues that can’t 
be mended, and you surely 
can’t fix stupid.

You can, however, try to 
lessen the impact of life gone 
wrong - and in the new book 
“Who Asked You?” by Terry 
McMillan, you can also re-
member that potential fixes 
might take awhile.

Betty Jean had her hands 
full. Her husband, Lee David, 
had dementia and spent his 
days watching TV in the bed-
room and sleeping. It wasn’t 
his fault but those days, Betty 
Jean could barely remember 
why she ever loved him.

Their children might as well 
have had brain problems, too: 
Dexter was in prison; Quentin 
had distanced himself from the 
‘hood as soon as he was able, 
and daughter Trinetta was an 
addict with two little boys that 
seemed to be at Betty Jean’s 
house more than they were at 
their own.

To say that Betty Jean was 
overwhelmed was an under-
statement, although she had 
some help. Her next door 
neighbor and best friend, Tam-
my, was always able to pitch in 
and Betty Jean had hired Nurse 
Kim to help with Lee David. 

Those two women were a lot 
of comfort, which was good 
- because Betty Jean’s sis-
ters, Venetia and Arlene, were 
worthless in that department. 
Venetia couldn’t leave her 
church out of any conversation 
and Arlene was just a nasty 
woman, overall.

Yep, Betty Jean often felt 
like she was running in place 
- a feeling made worse when 
Trinetta left her kids with her 
mother and disappeared. Rais-
ing two young kids wasn’t 
what Betty Jean wanted, but 
Luther and Ricky didn’t ask 
for it, either.

Yet somehow, they’d man-
age. They were family, after 
all, and that’s what family did: 
they ignored bad blood and bad 
advice, gossiped about one an-
other, did what needed doing, 
circled wagons, and muddled 
through.

Fixing life, and everybody’s 
problems, wouldn’t be easy - 
but then what was?

Right away, from Page One, 
you know that “Who Asked 
You?” is going to be a lot of 
fun to read. Betty Jean is a 
woman with keen sarcasm, not 
quite beaten down by life - but 
close! - yet still managing to 

keep a fingernail-hold on a 
sense of humor.

She’s the best of author 
Terry McMillan’s signature-
cast of strong women char-
acters, but Betty Jean’s not 
the only one. Each woman 
here is a great surprise, 
from nurse Kim to the social 
worker who makes a cameo, 
but very important, appear-
ance.

Not to be ignored, the men 
in this book round out the 
story perfectly. I found plen-
ty of burst-out-laughing mo-
ments here, some ‘I-didn’t-
see-that-coming’ gasps, and 
I loved it.

If you’re looking for a 
little escape this weekend, 
or confirmation that your life 
isn’t so bad after all, then 
here’s the novel you want. 
“Who Asked You?” is fun, 
and it’s a book you should 
be fixin’ to read.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Alter
2. American river
3. Caused
4. Stretch to make do
5. Rock group
6. Eating utensil
7. Locale
8. Rodent
10. Satirical
16. Heavy
18. Roman four
19. Neuter pronoun
20. Pointed weapon
21. Small measurement  1/16 of a pound
22. Horsefly
24. Heal
25. U.S. Department of Agriculture
26. Drowse
28. Scriptural your
30. Klutz

ACROSS 
1. Few
5. Please respond
9. Type of shorts
11. Fencing sword
12. __ duck
13. Days of the wk.
14. Wretchedness
15. “__ Mice and Men”
17. Gone to lunch
18. Type of skate
20. Word in U.S.S.R.
22. Computer part
23. Computer science (abbr.)
24. Mutt
27. Loaned
29. Abode
31. Every
32. Several feet
33. Color
34. Deed

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Barbara Streisand

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

If you are going to burn both ends of the
candle this weekend, don't push too hard,
you'll just drain yourself.

These words "Just in time" and "Just
enough" are not quite sufficient this week!

You're on a high today but don't bite off
more than you can really chew!

Your usual clarity may come in fits and
starts this week as your inner dreams 
may surface and distract the mind while
inspiring your heart.

This is a great time to establish
yourself today, both physically and 
emotionally.

Pick a preferred pace that you can live up
to, and your energy level will actually rise
and your accomplishments will grow.

Wise, intuitive decisions make you feel like
it's all about to come together today.

Sometimes you can see just as well with a
flashlight as with a floodlight, especially if
you are examining something very small.

This week the simplest solutions are often
the most ingenious. Try one!!

Small and clever is the order of the day,
and it has staying power too!

Family, home and romance in your life
give you a sense of mission today.

There could be good growth and gain by
owning a pet at this uncertain time.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange
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(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

Ringside Update: Mayweather 
delivers a superb boxing clinic

LeBron James and 
Savannah Brinson 
marry in San Diego

In what was promoted as 
“The One” fight that would 
turn the boxing world up-
side down, turned out to be 
more of a tactical sparring 
session.

Floyd “Money” May-
weather showed the world 
why he remains the undis-
puted, undefeated, most 
popular, and highest paid 
athlete in the world today.

The performance was 
reminiscent of Muham-
mad Ali vs Sonny Lis-
ton 1, in which Ali (who 
at the time was Cassius 
Clay) “sticked” and moved 
around the ring through 
seven rounds, and kept 
Liston constantly confused 
and out of his game plan 
by executing his speed and 
lateral movement.

One could not help but to 
be reminded by watching 
Mayweather throughout the 
bout, hit Alvarez at will at 
times with his speed and 
utilize his combinations 
and  lead right hand.

This folks, turned out to 
be a real boxing clinic and 
you have to wonder wheth-
er “Canelo” Alvarez gained 
more knowledge from all 
that occurred last night.

Alvarez showed on the 
other hand that he is a very 
tough cookie throughout 
the bout and never appeared 
to be in trouble although he 
was getting tagged all night 
by Mayweather.

He did in fact have his 

moments when 
he would con-
nect Mayweather 
with his some of 
his jabs and solid 
shots to the body.

All and all, this 
was a very enter-
taining night full 
of surprises as we 
saw in the under-
card bouts.

Danny “Swift” 
Garcia was in 
a very grueling 
contest with Lu-
cas Matthysses, 
a bout that went 
the distance of 
twelve rounds in which we 
saw Garcia who hails from 
Philadelphia, Pa., drop 
Matthysses for the first 
time in his career in the 
eleventh.

This one really turned 
out to be a dandy folks and 
probably the best fight of 
the night in which Garcia 
defended his WBA, WBC, 
and Ring Magazine super 
lightweight titles.

Earlier in the night Carlos 
Molina took the IBF mid-
dleweight title from Ishe 
Smith in a stunning upset. 
This one went the distance 
of twelve and throughout  
the bout Smith did not seem 
to totally dominate Molina 
as many boxing observers 
thought he would.

In spite of that, this writer 
believes that there should 
be a rematch between these 
two because this was such 
a close bout, and it really 

could’ve gone either way. 
And being that this was a 
fight with the title on the 
line, why not give Ishe 
Smith an opportunity to get 
it back?

We’ll certainly see how 
that goes.

There’s talk that Danny 
Garcia could possibly be 
one of Mayweather’s next 
opponents, that’s if he de-
cides to move up in weight. 
I’m not sure, but I tell 
you what, Adrian Bronner 
would be a very good match 
up for him. As I always say, 
we’ll see what happens.

In other boxing news, our 
thoughts and prayers go out 
to Oscar De La Hoya who’s 
now in rehab. This writer 
knows first hand how tough 
it is to overcome the addic-
tion of substance abuse. At 
one time in my life I was an 
addict on cocaine for some 
nine years but with grit and 

determination I finally quit 
through the grace and mer-
cy of God.

And for the last 22 years 
I’ve been clean, and haven’t 
looked back since.

One of the things that 
I’ve learned is that you 
don’t kick a man in the head 
when he’s on the ground. 
You lift him up with en-
couragement, and prayer.

Oscar has done so much 
for boxing and should be 
commended for at least try-
ing to get his life back on 
track.

I had the fortunate op-
portunity to meet him way 
back in 1997 and he al-
ways treated me well. He 
will always be considered 
a friend.

Mohammed Mubarak is 
the author of his Ringside 
Update column. He can be 
contacted at qmubarak06@
aol.com.

Miami Heat star Lebron 
James married longtime 
girlfriend Savannah Brinson 
in San Diego Sept. 14, 2013.

Sources close to the cou-
ple say that the wedding 
took place at the Grand Del 
Mar Hotel and included 
about 200 guests.

James and Brinson have 
yet to give out any details 
regarding their ceremony 
and so the sources spoke un-
der anonymity. They had a 
three day celebration includ-
ing the ceremony on Satur-
day and a brunch on Sunday

James and Brinson have 
been together since high 
school and have two sons.

James popped the big 
question just after mid-
night Jan. 1, 2012 in Miami 
Beach.

The wedding included 
extreme security measures 
to keep the specific details 

from the press and public. 
Even guests were unclear of 
the exact details in the days 
leading up to the event.

The guests arrived with 
umbrellas to shield their 
identity and were taken to 
the wedding area, which was 
covered in tents.

Heat owner Micky Arison, 
coach Erik Spoelstra and 
many of James’ teammates 
including Dwyane Wade 
and Chris Bosh were on the 
guest list.

None of the guests re-
leased any details about the 
wedding and word is no cell 
phones were allowed during 
the ceremony.

While Brinson told the AP 
last spring that she was both 
excited and nervous about 
the big day, James simply 
stated “that Savannah gets 
whatever she wants on her 
day, the wedding day she al-
ways dreamed of.”

Alvarez and Mayweather in the ring. LeBron and Savannah James

Mohammed Mubarak
eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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September 18 - 24, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE
STEAK

PER  LB.

$699

FRESH  SMALL

PORK
SPARE  RIBS

SOLD  IN  2  PACK,  PER  LB.

$199

FRESH  SMALL

FRYER
BREAST

PER  LB.

$199
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SIRLOIN  TIP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$299

FRESH  FAMILY  PACK

PORK
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$179

FRESH  BONELESS

PORK
TENDERLOIN

PER  LB.

$299

SUGAR  TREE SPIRAL

SLICED
HALF  HAM

PER  LB.

$179

18  PIECE

VARIETY  PACK 
CHICKEN

PER  LB.

$149

FAMILY  PACK  TURKEY  NECKS  &

WINGS
PER  LB.

97¢
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

CREAM
SOUPS
10.5 - 10.75  OZ.

59¢

SAVE  ON

COKE PRODUCTS
20  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

$599

RAGU

SPAGHETTI
SAUCE

16 - 24 OZ.

2/$4

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SPREAD

MARGARINE
45  OZ. ...................................... 

$179

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  JUMBO

BISCUITS
5  CT. .......................................97¢

JELLO  GELATIN  OR  JELLO

PUDDING
4  PACK ..................................... 

$179

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BAR

CHEESE
16  OZ.  ..................................... 

$329

MINUTE  MAID  ORANGE

JUICE
59  OZ. ...................................... 

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SELECT  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
16  OZ. ......................................

 4/$5
MRS.  PAUL'S  FISH  FILLET  OR

FISH  STICKS
10.1 - 11.4  OZ. .............................

 $299

SISTER  SCHUBERT'S  ASSORTED

ROLLS
16  OZ. ...................................... 

$299

EL  CHARRITO  SELECT

ENTREES
18  OZ. ...................................... 

$299

ASSORTED  FLAVORS  BLUE  BELL

ICE  CREAM
HALF  GAL.  ROUND ......................... 

$499

piggly wiggly

RED  OR  WHITE

NEW  CROP  GRAPES
PER  LB.

$149

WASHINGTON  GROWN

RED DELICIOUS APPLES
POUND

89¢
RIPE  ROMA

TOMATOES
POUND

$119

FRESH  BROCCOLI  OR

CAULIFLOWER
EACH

$199

FRESH  EXPRESS

SALAD  MIX
12  OZ.

$100

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


