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Gibbs wins runoff election for House District 72 seat
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
Attorney Debra Gibbs won
the runoff election for Mississippi House District 72 in a tight
contest against opponent Synarus Green Sept. 13.
Gibbs surpassed Green by 24
votes with final unofficial results
of 921 to 897.

“I thank all
voters
who
came out, and
I look forward to working with them
and the House
Gibbs
leadership and
the Hinds County delegation to
ensure the issues and concerns

in District 72 are addressed,”
Gibbs said.
“The challenges we have are
many and a lot of us know what
those are, such as infrastructure
issues, health care and job opportunities” Gibbs said. “All
those challenges face all of us
either directly or indirectly.”
Gibbs said she also wants to

empower citizens to be a part of
the process of finding solutions
to the challenges, while working
with the Hinds County delegation and District 72 voters.
“What I found that people
want in leadership is someone at
the helm to help them be a part
of the change and what goes on
at the Capitol to make their com-

munities and cities and our state
better.”
Gibbs will be sworn in once
the election is certified. The
Election Commission has 10
working days to canvas the ballots, but the process could be
completed sooner, said Election Commissioner James Reed.
At that point the House decides
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Champion of education

Ollye Brown Shirley, Ph.D., described as a Mississippi icon in education and civil rights, died Sept.
10, of natural causes at her home
in Jackson.
Family and friends of Shirley,
82, will cherish her memories and
impact on Jackson and the state
during a memorial service at 11
a.m. Sept. 17, at the Jackson Medical Mall.
Visitation is set for 1-7 p.m.
Sept. 16, at Peoples Funeral Home,
886 N. Farish St., in Jackson. Family hour begins at 6 p.m.
Shirley was the widow of Dr.

Aaron Shirley, founder of the Jackson Medical Mall. Dr. Aaron Shirley died Nov. 26, 2014. They had
four children.
Individually and as a couple, the
Shirleys made a huge impact on
the Jackson community. They are
widely known for their work during the Civil Rights Movement.
And while Dr. Aaron Shirley’s
passion was eliminating health disparities in the community, Ollye
Shirley’s passion was education.
A Tougaloo College alumna,
Shirley was a former board member of Jackson Public Schools, former chair of the Mississippi State
Conference NAACP Education

Committee and was former state
and regional coordinator of PBS.
She’s been recognized numerous
times for her accomplishments and
is considered a mentor to many,
including Wilma Mosely Clopton,
who produced, wrote and directed
a documentary about Shirley titled “In Spite of It All: The Ollye
Brown Shirley Story.”
The documentary details how
at a young age Shirley was introduced to the educational disparities
African Americans faced. Nevertheless, she was accepted to Tougaloo College at age 15. She later
interned for Dr. T. R. M. Howard,
who was a leader in civil rights and

Gibbs
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City continues
testing water
for lead, copper

Remembering

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

when she would be sworn in to
represent District 72, which encompasses parts of Hinds and
Rankin counties.
In a statement the night of the
election, Gibbs thanked Green
for reaching out to “join forces
in advocating our communities

a leader for economic empowerment for blacks. Shirley’s association with Howard would cost her a
job in Jackson.
Later she became a teacher at
Lanier High School and served as
JPS Board president for 15 years.
In her role at PBS in the early
1970s, she worked to allow “Sesame Street” to broadcast in Mississippi.
Initially the children’s television program was not permitted to
air in the state because it showed
black and white children together.
By 1971, “Sesame Street” was

Mississippi Link Newswire
As part of the city of Jackson’s continued efforts to
meet the requirements of the Compliance Plan issued
by the Mississippi State Department of Health and in
compliance with the EPA’s Lead and Copper Rule,
the city recently conducted another round of water
sampling for lead and copper in drinking water and
has received the results.
Of 120 samples taken at residences throughout the
city, 13 showed elevated levels of lead exceeding the
action level of 15 parts per billion. These residents
have been notified. The results are home dependent
and do not indicate a problem with lead in the water
at the city’s treatment facility or city’s distribution
system. Lead typically comes from plumbing and
fixtures in the home that may contain lead.
“Indications the lead exceedance is home dependent are further supported by the results of this latest
round of testing. Homes along the same streets were
tested. Yet, not all the homes returned results showing a lead exceedance,” said Interim Public Works
Director Jerriot Smash. “As part of the compliance
plan, the city is continuing with its corrosion control
study and is monitoring pH at its treatment plants
in real-time to maintain pH within a range that will
yield water less likely to interact with homeowner’s
plumbing. We believe that based on the results of the
latest round of testing, our efforts are beginning to
have a positive effect in reducing lead levels.”
In June 2015, the city of Jackson performed the
required sampling for lead and copper. In January
2016, the city was notified by the Mississippi State
Department of Health that elevated levels of lead
exceeding the action level of 15 ppb were found in
some homes (13 of 58 sampled). The city distributed
those results to the residents. The city initiated resampling of the 58 sites starting with the 13 that exceeded the action level as well as an additional 42
sites. All but two of the resampled 13 sites that exceeded the lead action level initially had levels that
were reduced below the action level and some were
no detection. As for the two sites, one was vacant
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Clopton screens documentary on Hattiesburg pastor free
1947 Lanier High School bus boycott until Dec. sentencing

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Inside

Before a standing room only
crowd, Wilma Mosley Clopton, Ph.D., screened her documentary titled “Elport Chess
and the Lanier High School
Bus Boycott of 1947” at the
Mississippi Department of
Archives and History is Lunch
Series Sept. 7.
During the fall of 1947,
Chess, a World War II veteran
and student at Lanier, was arrested at the request of the city
bus driver for refusing to give
up his seat to a white woman.
The school’s student body in
turn retaliated by boycotting
the bus.

JPS’ Davis
Magnet School is
top elementary
school in the
state
Page 8

Chess is now deceased, but
some students who boycotted
and were featured in Clopton’s
documentary were his classmates. They included Johnetta
Jurden, Eula Morgan, Ella
Robinson and Esau Wilson.
They said that the city bus
was divided into two sections:
colored (referencing African
Americans) on one side and
whites (referencing Caucasians) on the other.
The Lanier students were
designated to sit in the back of
the bus. They wanted to know
why they were being discriminated against and were not
Clopton
Continued on page 2
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Filmmaker Wilma Mosley Clopton converses with retired
Jackson State University Political Science Professor Charles
Holmes about the Lanier Bus Boycott of 1947. PHOTO BY JANICE
K. NEAL-VINCENT

Star Trek
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broke racial
barriers
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The Associated Press
A Hattiesburg pastor convicted
Sept. 12, of federal conspiracy and
theft charges will remain free while
he awaits sentencing.
The Rev. Kenneth Fairley will be
out on an unsecured $25,000 bond,
which means he will pay nothing unless he violates the terms of his release.
His sentencing is set for Dec. 19.
He faces up to 25 years in prison.
During a detention hearing Sept.
13, prosecutors said they don’t believe Fairley is a danger or a flight
risk. The lifelong Hattiesburg resident was convicted in a case involving money skimmed from a federal
housing program.
U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson has
questioned whether prosecutors are

unfairly
targeting
African-American officials and their allies
in Hattiesburg.
Jurors
returned
guilty verdicts against
Fairley
Fairley
after
six
hours of deliberation and a trial that
stretched over parts of seven days.
Fairley is a longtime political ally
of Hattiesburg Mayor Johnny DuPree, who attended parts of the trial
and testified Sept. 10, as a character
witness.
Fairley is also known nationally for
once serving as the agent for University of Oklahoma running back Marcus Dupree, who’s from Mississippi.
Dupree later sued Fairley. The mayor
Fairley
Continued on page 3
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Alexander Chess, the son Elport, relates incidents of the Lanier High School Bus Boycott of 1947. PHOTOS BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT
allowed to sit in the unoccupied
seats on the bus.
Clopton explained, “Trying to
get Mississippi history is hard at
best. Getting black Mississippi
history is confounding. Most of
the people in the film are in their
middle 80s. We don’t hear people
who walk by us every day tell
their stories because they have
been discounted. They conclude
that nobody wants to hear them
because they’re older. Telling
stories is not just one voice, it’s
the voice of the people. If we
Mississippians want the world to
know who we are, we can no longer be the silent majority.”
Alexander Chess asserted that
his father, Elport Chess Sr. was
the forerunner of Rosa Parks.
“The bus driver was extremely
angry at the bus depot. He locked
the doors and spoke to police and
they pulled my father off the bus
(and turned him over to) the police.” Chess noted that his father
was brave because he stood up to
the system.

Jimmie Lewis Jr. (cousin), Gwendolyn Chess (Elport Chess’ daughterin-law) and Alexander Chess (Elport Chess’ son) attend Wilma Clopton’s documentary screening of the Lanier Bus Boycott of 1947.
When asked what she would
tell young people today regarding history and present day experiences, Gwendolyn Chess, Alexander’s wife, said, “I would tell
them to get involved but to educate themselves on their history.
Know the cause. It’s not about the

anger. It’s about the end results of
what one is trying to accomplish.
The people wanted equality and
were fighting for inclusion.”
Last year the Mississippi Film
and Video Alliance presented
Clopton of NMHS Unlimited
Film Productions, the Emerging

Filmmaker Award for producing
the film. In August of this year
she received the African Diaspora World Tourism Award for
her documentary of contributions
of people of African descent in
America.
In her creation of short documentaries, the scholar acknowledges heroes who instill pride,
strength and dignity in the state.
Her ultimate objective is to improve the state’s image via storytelling by making it a better place
to live.
Clopton is an award-winning
graduate of the University of
Mississippi Filmmaking Workshop and the Barefoot Filmmakers Workshop. To date she has
produced 11 films, four books,
one play and the Margaret Walker Alexander coloring book for
children.
For inquiries, write filmmaker
Clopton at NMHS Unlimited
Productions, P. O. Box 534, Tougaloo, MS or call (601) 2597598.

and the other was on private
well water. In the full set of 100
sites sampled in January 2016,
lab results showed 11 were
above the lead action level.
The city of Jackson’s water
is safe to drink as long as taps
are flushed whenever water has
been sitting stagnant in the lines
for six hours or more. Pregnant
women and small children
should follow MSDH’s recommendations for prevention of
lead exposure from drinking
water by using NSF 53-filtered
or bottled water.
Exceeding the action level
does not necessarily indicate a
violation of the Safe Drinking
Water Act; however, additional
compliance measures must be
met, including more frequent
sampling and taking measures

to mitigate the reaction of the
finished water with piping,
plumbing and service lines.
The city of Jackson’s source
water and finished drinking water leaving the plant do not contain lead. Lead enters the water
from the corrosion of materials
containing lead. When water
is in contact with service lines
and plumbing containing lead
for several hours, the lead may
enter drinking water.
Homes built prior to 1988 are
more likely to have lead pipes
or solder. Public Water Systems
are required to take measures
that control corrosion by treated water.
Public education about lead
and drinking can be found on
the city’s website, www.jacksonms.gov.
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broadcast on Mississippi ETV –
today known as Mississippi Public Broadcasting.
“She incurred many obstacles
… some life threatening,” Clopton said. “But out of that she was
an outstanding model in an oppressive society. She served as
a beacon of change. She never
stopped making a difference.
“She was not afraid to speak
out when she noticed injustice
occurring. She passed that on to
me. If not for her, I could not have
continued my career.”
Clopton has known Shirley for
so long, she can’t quite remember
exactly when they met. But she
did say, “It was like two old souls

meeting.
“I’m gonna miss her … the delight in her eyes … her spunk. I
don’t see that in other people.”
Tougaloo College President
Beverly Hogan has known Shirley – her mentor – for more than
40 years. She said Shirley nicknamed her, “her oldest daughter.”
“She was a compelling and
transforming champion of education for children. She believed in
equity for children,” Hogan said.
“Even when she retired, she continued to work with children.”
Hogan describes her mentor as
“outspoken, courageous, a loyal
friend and a Renaissance woman who was a devoted wife and

mother. We are going to miss her
very much.”
One of the Shirley’s children
– Terrence M. Shirley – posted a
photo on his Facebook page of his
parents acknowledging they are
back together again.
Ollye Shirley may have appeared by some to walk in the
shadows of her husband’s talents,
but she was actually walking with
him.
Clopton said, “In their relationship, it was clear they were supportive of each other. They were
definitely a team.”
Shanderia K. Posey can be
reached at sposey@mississippilink.com.

She has served as a commissioner with Mississippi Worker’s
Compensation Commission, was
a judicial law clerk with the state
Supreme Court and was founding
director and instructor at the Center for Professional Development
at Jackson State University.
She was named parent of the
year by the State PTA Association.
As ballots were counted in
Hinds County, the race was neck
and neck, with Green ending with
a three-vote lead over Gibbs – 819
to 816. But it was Rankin County
that put Gibbs ahead. She picked

up 105 votes to Green’s 78.
Green issued a statement Tuesday night that said: “The voters
have spoken and I congratulate
our State Representative-Elect
Debra Gibbs. I would like to
thank my supporters as well as all
of the voters who participated in
the election process. My desire to
serve the people remains unwavering. I look forward to continuing my public service to the citizens of this district, this state and
this nation.”
Stephanie R. Jones can be
reached at srjones13@gmail.com
or (601) 454-0372.

Gibbs
Continued from page 1

going forward. I look forward to
working with all constituents who
I will serve from day one to make
our neighborhood, city and state
be all that it can be.”
Gibbs takes over the seat left
vacant by Kimberly Campbell
who left in July to head the Mississippi AARP.
Gibbs has said she will be an
advocate for economic development, jobs and adequate healthcare for Mississippians. She says
her knowledge of what a legislator should be is a person who has
a “servant’s heart and is engaged
in the community.”
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and the running back aren’t
related.
Jurors returned to court at
least twice in deliberations,
including once to ask about
how to judge the conspiracy
charge. At one point, jurors
said they were deadlocked,
but U.S. District Judge Keith
Starrett made them keep deliberating.
Government
witnesses
testified that Fairley took at
least $60,000 of $98,000 in
federal funds passed through
the city to a Fairley-led nonprofit to rehabilitate two
houses. Witnesses said it appeared little work had been
done on the houses well after
Hattiesburg sent the money
to Fairley. The rest of the
money was supposed to go
to subsidize Fairley’s church.
State Auditor Stacey Pickering said Fairley is one of
multiple people who were
investigated in a joint statefederal probe of Hattiesburgarea officials. Another target
of that probe, Forrest County Chief Deputy Charles
Bolton, goes on trial Tuesday. Bolton and his wife
face federal charges that they
evaded income taxes by hiding income from their restaurant and liquor store.
The outlines of a possible
case against Johnny DuPree

were visible in Fairley’s trial,
including a retired city employee who said he felt pressured by DuPree to go easy
on Fairley’s nonprofit and
testimony that DuPree met
with Fairley and Picayune
developer Artie Fletcher
about problems with the rehabilitation effort.
Pickering acknowledged
the close links between DuPree and Fletcher, who have
been friends since seventh
grade.
“We simply will follow the
facts in this case,” Pickering
told the Associated Press.
“This case is far from over.”
A spokeswoman for DuPree didn’t immediately
return a call seeking a comment. The mayor was not
present in court Monday.
Thompson, Mississippi’s
only Democrat in Congress,
has asked the Justice Department to investigate whether
the charges against Fairley
and Bolton are retribution
against African Americans
who supported DuPree in
Hattiesburg’s contested 2013
mayoral race.
Prosecutors played hours
of taped conversations between Fairley and Fletcher.
He had been indicted along
with Fairley but pleaded
guilty to a lesser charge of

failing to report a felony just
before trial started. Fletcher
never took the stand.
Interurban Development,
Fletcher’s company, made
the bid to do the work for
$98,000, with the plan being Fairley would use local workers to do it cheaper. A nonprofit controlled
by Fletcher’s wife loaned
“seed” money to Pine Belt
Community Services, Fairley’s nonprofit. However,
Fairley was unable to repay
that loan after the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development refused
to approve him for further
rehabilitation projects.
Fairley’s lawyers highlighted the fact that HUD
eventually declared that he
had provided adequate documents and restored Pine Belt
to eligibility. However, HUD
officials were highly critical
of Fairley from the stand and
said a parallel criminal investigation never stopped.
Fairley was prominently
featured in an ESPN
documentary entitled “The
Best That Never Was,”
which chronicled the football
career of Philadelphia, Miss.,
native Marcus Dupree.
Fairley was portrayed in the
documentary as an advisor/
manager of sorts for Dupree.

Graham officially announces candidacy for mayor
The Mississippi Link Newswire
In May, District 1 Hinds County Supervisor, Robert Graham,
confirmed plans to run for mayor
of Jackson.
Today, he officially announced
his plans on the steps of the Hinds
County Circuit Courthouse.
Besides being a Hinds County
supervisor, Graham is president
and CEO of Professional Dispatch 911 and a former Jackson
Police Department reserve lieu-

tenant.
“I am pleased
and honored to
announce
my
candidacy
for
mayor of the
Graham
city of Jackson,”
Graham said in a press release.
“During my tenure with the Jackson Police Department and as a
Hinds County Supervisor, I have
gained an understanding of the
complexities of local government

including its capabilities and limitations.
“In my candidacy, I see helpful and positive roles for City
Hall. Most importantly, the primary role for the mayor should
be to serve as an advocate for
the people of Jackson. There are
many basic services that require
our immediate attention. They include issues like streets, our water
system and transit service. Also,
we absolutely must address bal-

ancing fiscal responsibility with
sound judgment. In addition, we
need to strengthen our community foundations to bring more businesses and jobs back to Jackson.
“Next, the mayor should be a
vital and active communications
link between the people and the
city. In my role as a long-time
business owner, I’m constantly in
touch with both citizens and business owners. I understand their
needs and desires.

“Third, as mayor, I can be a
valued partner with the city council, by taking advantage of the experiences, skills and perspectives,
gained from my 33 years of being
self-employed and community
involvement. Fourth, because of
this experience, I have ‘people
skills’ that can be used to bring
people together toward common
goals and unity.
“I believe that the foundation of any thriving community

should include education, the arts,
shopping and recreation. If we
want to attract strong companies
to the area with better jobs, we
must work to enhance and expand
these areas.
“I look forward to running a
positive campaign, meeting all
the citizens of Jackson and tackling challenges.”
Attorney Chokwe Antar Lumumba announced plans to seek
the mayoral post in May.
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Scenes from the
Southern Heritage Classic
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

The Southern Heritage Classic was held
Sept. 8-10 in Memphis when Jackson
State University took on Tennessee State
University. The weekend was full of
events including performances by
MAZE featuring Frankie Beverly
and Kem. More than 46,000
people attended the Sept. 10
game. JSU loss 40-26
to TSU.
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Hinds County School
District Weekly Update

Save the Date!

You’re Invited
To
The Hinds County School District Parent Academy Culture Gathering
With
Dr. Delesicia Martin, Superintendent of Education - Hinds County School District
Purpose: To Provide Information and Dialog on District Resources
for Parents, Family Members, Students and Educators
as it relates to HCSD Students Being College and Career Ready.
			Discussion Topics
			
• Vision – Mission – Goals of the District
			
• What’s Culture Got to Do with It?
			
• Communication through Technology
			
• Navigating the Curriculum
			
• Student Assessments – The Why and When
Date: September 24, 2016
Time: 8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
Location: Hinds Community College Eagle Ridge Conference Center
Please RSVP by September 21 to John Neal
Associate Superintendent of Community Relations
601-857-7008 or by fax @ 601-857-8548
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Harlem Renaissance coming Dept. of Mental Health
to Mississippi Museum of Art recognizes Recovery Month
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Museum of Art
(the Museum) will host a program
exploring the Harlem Renaissance and its influence on contemporary Mississippi culture from
5-11 p.m. Sept. 22.
The program features a mix of
lectures, panels, art-making and
entertainment. It is free and open
to the public with the purchase
of an exhibition ticket ($12 for
adults, $10 for seniors and free for
Museum members and students
with ID).
The Harlem Renaissance was
a pivotal cultural moment for African Americans in shaping the
civic and political identity of what
it meant to be black in America. At
the same time that the modern art
movement was taking hold, African Americans were impacting
culture in ways that continue to
reverberate today.
The evening explores the Harlem Renaissance, both at the time
and as its spirit is reflected today.
Highlights include a tour of the

exhibition When Modern Was
Contemporary: Selections from
the Roy R. Neuberger Collection
from Tougaloo professor Phoenix
Savage; a panel of Mississippi
writers exploring the reverberations of the Harlem Renaissance
in Mississippi today; a Romare
Bearden-themed collage area; performances from Mississippi poets;
art and performances from area
college students; and a screening
of “Brother to Brother,” which
explores the Harlem Renaissance
through notable figures such as
Langston Hughes, Aaron Douglas,
Wallace Thurman and Zora Neal
Hurston.
An added component of the
event is a juried exhibition of new
works from Jackson-area college

students inspired by the Harlem
Renaissance.
Attendees to the event will select the winner of this competition
following presentations from entrants selected to display and perform that evening.
The winner in each category of
writing, performance, and visual
art will receive $250 to be used
to further their goals in their art
form.
This program is held in conjuction with When Modern Was Contemporary: Selections from the
Roy R. Neuberger Collection and
is sponsored by Trustmark.
To register for the Harlem Renaissance program, visit www.
msmuseumart.org and click on
events.

Tutor Me receives grant from Wal-Mart
Mississippi Link Newswire
Tutor Me, a nonprofit tutoring organization located at 101 Woodchase
Park Dr., Suite B in Clinton, received
a grant from Wal-Mart No. 1710 in
Clinton, Aug. 23.
The grant will be used to buy materials such as books, tests, manipulative math options and computer
software in Spanish. Students will
take one field trip to Jackson State
University Academic Lab.
“We are so appreciative of the
grant. The students, parents and staff
are elated,” said Janice Austin, Tutor
Me’s founder.
Tutor Me has been in business for

one year. It serves Hinds, Warren,
Rankin and Madison counties. At
least 110 students have been served
ranging in ages 5-18.
Tutor Me partners with Mississippi College, Jackson State University,
Clinton Chamber of Commerce and
Women Business Center of Mississippi.
Tutor Me’s mission is to join the
trail of educators trying to assist the
students of today to succeed for a
lifetime. The organization is committed to one-on-one tutoring in
reading, writing, math, computer literacy and Spanish classes. Its main
goal is to provide students with the

NEWS BRIEFS

Farish Street Festival, W.C.
Gorden Football Classic
coming up this weekend
The 36th Annual Farish Street Heritage Festival
will be held on Sept. 16-17.
On Sept. 16 in the evening, the festival will kick off
with a pep rally on the Farish Street Green beginning
at 6 p.m. The Jackson State University Sonic Boom
of the South, cheerleaders, head football coach Tony
Hughes and coaching staff will be there to celebrate
the opening of the Tigers home football season.
After the pep rally, a street party will take place
featuring dancers, a DJ and Live entertainment
featured at two Farish Street clubs – Johnny T’s and
F Jones Corner.
Lee King, veteran promoter and festival producer,
says it gonna be “fantastic.”
On. Sept. 17, after the W.C. Gorden Football
game between the Jackson State Tigers and

The Mississippi Link

Grambling, the festival continues with two stages
featuring gospel, dance, hip hop and soul featured
artists including Gentry Jones and Mr. Sam, J J
Thames, Eunice Wambari, Iam Smoke, K-West,
Bridget Archer Performing Arts Company (Home
Grown Gospel with Lance Fuller of Hallelujah 95.5),
Pastor Douglas Noel and Friends, Carrie Parker
Small, Shay Harris and more.

Mississippi Sickle Cell
Foundation plans education
seminar at Medical Mall
A free education seminar hosted by the Mississippi
Sickle Cell Foundation titled “Let’s Talk About It” is
set for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 24 in the Jackson
Medical Mall Community Meeting Room.
Attendees can learn about the latest treatments
and research updates for those living with sickle
cell disease including information on diet, nutrition,
various medicines, what you need to know if your
child wants to play sports and more from medical
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tools needed to become confident
test takers, bully combatters and become academically competitive with
their peers. Every student is tutored
for a minimum of nine weeks.
A pre-test and post test are provided at the beginning and end of the
nine weeks. An enrichment program
is offered every summer and grade
improvement workshops are offered
throughout the year with parents and
students.
During the holidays, Tutor Me
hosts a canned-goods drive and a
Christmas party where every student
receives a gift of school supplies for
the upcoming semester.
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Mississippi Link Newswire
The Department of Mental Health is joining thousands of others across the country in
recognition of National Recovery Month, acknowledged each September as a reminder that
people can and do recover from mental illness.
The Mississippi Department of Mental
Health has promoted the concept of recovery
through its programs and services statewide.
As DMH has transitioned to a person-centered
and recovery-oriented system of care over the
past several years, it has focused on the concept
of recovery – the fact that people with mental
illness can recover to lead healthy, productive
and happy lives just as people with physical
illnesses can.
“Mental illnesses affect an estimated one in
five people throughout this country, said DMH
Executive Director Diana Mikula. “Despite its
prevalence, it is still often not talked about as
openly as many other physical health issues.
We want everyone to realize that mental illnesses are treatable. Even more importantly,
there are many people and organizations who
are willing to provide the support and services
needed to overcome those illnesses.
For the third year, DMH is hosting a conference focused on trauma-informed care during National Recovery Month. Scheduled for
Sept. 20-22 at the Jackson Convention Complex, “Weathering the Storm” brings together
survivors, family members, and mental health
service providers with a goal of building additional skills and knowledge in order to respond
to the various aspects of child, adolescent, and
adult trauma.
“This conference provides an exceptional
learning experience on the best and effective
services and supports for those who have experienced trauma and the individuals who
provide care for these survivors,” said Jackie
Chatmon, DMH Division of Children and
Youth.
“In addition to the six keynote speakers,
there are 35 breakout sessions on a variety of
topics related to trauma.”
The breakout sessions for “Weathering the
Storm” include topics such as assisting vulnerable populations after disasters, trauma-informed care in the justice system, and animal
assisted therapy.
Keynote presentations will be on the sub-

experts, patients and families.
Lunch will be provided, but those interested must
RSVP by emailing mssickelcellfnd@yahoo.com or
calling (601) 366-5874. Find the Mississippi Sickle
Cell Foundation on Facebook.

Burlington opens Sept. 16 in
Jackson, day of fun planned
Burlington Stores, a leading national off-price
retailer, is opening a brand new store in Jackson
located at 1053 E. County Line Road Sept. 16. A
ribbon cutting is set for 9:30 a.m. and the public is
invited.
“We are thrilled to open a new Burlington in the
Jackson community, bringing even more jobs to the
neighborhood and providing local residents with a
valued shopping experience,” says Tom Kingsbury,
chairman and CEO, Burlington Stores.
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 17, customers are
invited to a day of family fun. The first 500 customers
will receive a free Burlington tote, and there will be
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jects such as ethical considerations, intergenerational trauma, building resiliency and attachment and addiction.
Trauma is the psychological or emotional
reaction to an event or a condition in which
someone’s emotional experience is overwhelming, or a person experiences a perceived
threat to life, bodily integrity, or mental health.
In the United States, more than 60 percent of
men and more than 50 percent of women have
reported exposure to at least one traumatic
even in their lifetimes.
Trauma-informed care is care in which services are designed to recognize trauma, respond to it, and to promote the paths to recovery for the person in need. Trauma-informed
care and the concepts of recovery and resiliency go hand-in-hand.
Over the past several years, the public mental health system in Mississippi has been in
transition to a person-centered and recoveryoriented system of care, taking into account a
complete view of the lives of people in need of
mental health services. Services are designed
not just to reduce symptoms an individual may
be experiencing, but to examine the factors
in their lives that contribute to symptoms and
provide them with the supports and resources
they need to stay in long-term recovery.
One valuable resource has been the development of a network of Certified Peer Support
Specialists, individuals or family members of
individuals who are living with mental illness
who provide mutual support groups and peerrun services in addition to the traditional mental health services.
For peer supporters, studies have shown
that helping others helps improve one’s own
chances at long-term recovery. Sharing personal experiences also brings additional hope
to other peers in recovery. Mississippi’s peer
supporters have been sharing their stories of
recovery in printed and in video testimonials.
They can be viewed on the DMH web at www.
dmh.ms.gov/think-recovery/.
“Talking about these illnesses does not simply help educate and inform people unfamiliar
with them,” Mikula said. “For many people,
an open discussion may be the first step on the
road to recovery. It is important for people to
know that prevention works, treatment is effective, and people do recover.”

opportunities for gift card giveaways, face painting,
popcorn and more.
This new Burlington store has hired approximately
75 associates.
To demonstrate Burlington’s commitment within
the local community, the national off-price retailer
will host two philanthropic initiatives at the Grand
Opening celebration:
Burlington Gives Back, hosted in partnership
with K.I.D.S./Fashion Delivers, will donate new
merchandise to locally-based Wyatte Baptist
Church which supports those in need within the
community.
Burlington has partnered with DonorsChoose.org
to fund local school projects submitted by public
school teachers supporting students within the
community to have a great learning experience.
And throughout the year, the new store will
join in the retailers nationwide cause marketing
initiatives, such as but not limited to The Warm
Coats and Warm Hearts Coat Drive and Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society’s Light the Night Walk.
Burlington also supports Women’s Heart Health.
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CCC Gospel Choir to perform during Black
Caucus Foundation’s Conference in D.C.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
There’s the Georgia Mass
Choir representing the state of
Georgia, the Word Tabernacle
Choir representing North Carolina, the E. L. Clyburn Memorial Choir representing South
Carolina, and then there’s Coahoma Community College’s
Gospel Choir representing the
state of Mississippi during the
Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation’s Annual Legislative Conference.
CCC’s Gospel Choir will
join other premier choirs from
across the south during a gospel
extravaganza, hosted from 8 to
10:30 p.m., Sept. 15 as part of
the ALC’s 46th Conference in
Washington, D.C.
The choir was extended an invitation to the prestigious event
after Congressman Bennie
Thompson (D-MS) witnessed a
performance during CCC’s Cultural Awareness Week program
last spring.
“I am very proud to have the
Coahoma Community College

Members of Coahoma Community College’s Gospel Choir went to the nation’s capital Sept. 14, to participate in a gospel extravaganza hosted as part of
the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation’s Annual Legislative Conference. The choir is under direction of (front, from left) assistant director Jemero
Carter and director Kelvin Towers.
Gospel Choir perform in Washington, D.C., for this year’s
Gospel Extravaganza,” said
Thompson.
“I am most excited to have
the opportunity to display the
talents of these young people
and show the caliber of students
being produced by Coahoma
Community College and by the
Mississippi Delta.”
Thirty-seven Tigers will leave

CCC’s campus headed to the
nation’s capitol Wednesday evening to showcase some traditional southern gospel with renditions of “Run and Tell That”
and “Joshua Fought the Battle
of Jericho.”
CCC choir director Kevin
Towers said it’s an invitation he
doesn’t take lightly.
“We’re carrying the burden
on our shoulders to represent

the State of Mississippi, but it’s
an honor that we gladly accept,”
said Towers. “We know that the
constituents in the state are rooting us on and we plan to make
them proud.”
He said it’s also a great opportunity for CCC students.
“It’s an exciting opportunity
for our students – especially
those who have never visited
Washington, D.C. – to get a

Rankin legislator named Hinds CC
Alumni Service Award recipient
The Mississippi Link Newswire
State Sen. Dean Kirby referred to himself as a “spoke in
the wheel” in 2009 during the
celebration of the new CareerTechnical Education building
Hinds Community College had
then recently acquired.
But Kirby of Pearl, this year’s
Alumni Service Award recipient,
is much more than that when it
comes to support of community
colleges, Hinds Community College in particular and especially
the Rankin Campus.
He will be honored along with
Alumnus of the Year Wayne Lee,
formerly of Cleveland and Sports
Hall of Fame inductees John Earl
Hagan, a Jackson native who
lives in Homewood, Ala.; Jaret
Holmes, a Clinton native who
lives in Edwards; Christi Smith,
a Pearl native who lives in Flowood; Oliver P. “Pete” Stone
of Vicksburg and the late Freddie Townsend of Pelahatchie
at a dinner at 5 p.m. Sept. 22,
at Mayo Gym on the Raymond
Campus.
A legislator since 1992, Kirby
was a key player in the 2008
Legislature in helping Hinds
President Clyde Muse persuade
legislators to support a special
appropriation to purchase what
was the United Association of
Plumbers and Pipefitters Gulf
Coast Regional Training Center
on Commercial Park Drive off
Greenfield Road in Pearl.
“We never would have been
able to acquire the building
from the plumbers union without his assistance and without
his knowing how to get it done,”
said Muse, who has known the
Rankin County legislator and
retired insurance executive for
more than 20 years. “He was
able to work through the minefield and get us some help to
enable us to buy that building,
which, by the way, is one of the

Kirby
finest buildings in the entire district. We’ve got it full of students
right now.”
At the time, Kirby chaired
the Senate Finance Committee,
which handles capital improvement bonds. Hinds paid $3.2
million for the building that appraised for three or four times that
with a special Fiscal Year 2009
state bond appropriation along
with additional capital funding
support from Rankin County.
Kirby remembers well when
Muse approached him about
helping to get state funding for
the building.
“It helped at the time that the
lieutenant governor was Phil
Bryant, who had gone to Hinds.
Dr. Muse came to me and said,
‘Dean, we’ve got this great deal.
It will really help your area and
it will really help Hinds a whole
lot,’” Kirby recalled.
Kirby said it didn’t hurt either
that the words “Gulf Coast” were
in the name of the building just
a few years after Hurricane Katrina. After he made his case from
the podium of the Senate floor,
“everybody said it’s a great deal.”
The building now houses
classes for plumbing, electrical,
welding, industrial maintenance,
practical nursing and associate
degree nursing with about 200

students and 24 total employees.
A Pearl High School graduate,
Kirby’s relationship with Hinds
goes back to his years as a Mississippi College basketball player when he was teammates with
former Hinds basketball players
or adversaries against current
Hinds players.
“When I was at Pearl High
School everyone knew about
Hinds,” he said. His Mississippi
College freshman basketball team
played the Hinds team, which
was then based on the Raymond
Campus. He’s close friends still
with many Hinds alumni from the
basketball days, including Harlan
Stanley, J.W. Barnes and Rep.
Tom Weathersby, his colleague in
the Legislature.
Years later when he opened
his insurance office and Hinds
began construction of the Rankin
Campus, which opened in 1983,
he met Jimmy C. Smith, who is
retired as vice president of the
campus. As the campus was being constructed, Smith had an office in a trailer nearby.
“Dean was very supportive. His
office was right there on Airport
Road. I got to know him when
I was in the little trailer house
across the street from him. I could
go to his office and sit down and
talk to him,” Smith said. “He was
very supportive of education,
period. As far as funding for the
community colleges, he was my
point person. I would always go
to him any time there was a bill
that Dr. Muse was working on.”
Said Kirby: “I’ve tried to be involved as much as I could without being in the way. Anything
Dr. Muse asked for, I tried to get.
He knows a lot more about running a community college than
I do. If he says that needs to be
done, then I believe him.”
Kirby calls the campus in
Pearl one of the greatest engines
of economic progress in the

county. “I never dreamed how
much it would mean to Rankin
County, how important it would
be to those people that are maybe
married and out of school and
want to continue their education.
It’s really been helpful,” he said.
“I’m really excited about Hinds
and what it has done for Rankin
County, and hopefully we’ve
been as good to Hinds as Hinds
has been to us.”
Over the years Kirby and
Muse have collaborated many
times for the community college
system, but none of their projects has been more successful
than the Rankin Campus CareerTechnical Education building,
which got a new attractive and
more visible boulevard street entrance over the summer.
Kirby said he helped negotiate the purchase of the land with
the Pearl mayor, who wanted
part of the land for a new fire department. “I was involved in the
initial negotiations for the right
away. I got a call from Dr. Muse
saying, ‘We need a better entrance because it’s behind a couple buildings. Do you think you
can handle that?’” Kirby said.
Most recently, Kirby spoke to
the Mississippi Association of
Community and Junior College
Trustees at their summer conference.
“I requested that he come to
the coast and provide for all the
community colleges an update
on the Legislature. He came and
did a great job. He has always
been ready to help the community colleges and particularly
Hinds,” Muse said.
“He is one of the finest legislators that we have at the Capitol.
He is very competent, he always
does his homework on every
piece of legislation that comes
to him and his committee. He
always has an open door for the
community colleges.”

Nearly 400 bids received for Jackson, Waveland auctions
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Secretary of State’s Office
has already received 192 online
bids in the Jackson online taxforfeited property auction. Two
envelopes with paper bids have
also been submitted. The auction
started Aug. 31, and ends Sept. 28.
In all, 379 parcels valued at an

estimated $7.4 million are available in the auction.
An auction of Waveland taxforfeited property is also ongoing. To date, there have been 174
online bids on the 100 available
parcels. One envelope with paper
bid(s) has also been received. Bidding ends in the Waveland auction

Sept. 28.
In recent years, successful auctions in Bay St. Louis, Greenville,
Greenwood, Jackson, McComb,
Meridian, Pearl River County and
Yazoo City have raised hundreds
of thousands of dollars for Mississippi schools and municipalities
and placed parcels back on the tax

rolls.
Bids for properties in the Jackson or Waveland auctions may be
submitted online through the online auction portal.
For more information, visit the
Secretary of State’s website or
call the Public Lands Division at
(601) 359-5156.

chance to witness the nation’s
capitol and all it’s iconic monuments.”
Thompson said he is sure that
CCC’s Gospel Choir performance will not disappoint.
“The choirs I have invited
from Mississippi in the past
have always delighted the audience and many participants
come to the event expecting that
Mississippi’s choir will be the

best,” said Thompson. “I have
no doubt that the young people
from the Coahoma Community
College Gospel Choir will more
than exceed those expectations.”
The ALC conference serves
one of the premier platforms for
examining critical issues facing
the black community and setting
an agenda for its empowerment.
Roughly 10,000 individuals,
including policymakers, activist and business executives are
expected to attend this year’s
conference, which will run from
Sept. 14-18.
In addition to the gospel extravaganza, the conference will
include an on-site employment
fair and authors’ pavilion, the
National Town Hall, Celebration
of Leadership in the Fine Arts
awards ceremony, Black Party,
the annual prayer breakfast, a
jazz concert, exhibit showcase,
and the culminating event, the
Phoenix Awards Dinner, where
President Barack Obama is expected to give his last address
before he exits the White House.

Belzoni man invited to
perform at Congressional
Black Caucus gospel event
The Mississippi Link Newswire
On Sept. 13., Congressman Bennie G. Thompson
(MS-02) announced he has
invited Abraham Gates of
Belzoni to perform as a soloist with choirs from across
the country during the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation’s 46th Annual
Legislative Conference Gospel Extravaganza. The event
will be held at 8 p.m. Sept.
15.
“I am pleased to announce
that Abraham Gates will be
a featured soloist in Washington, D.C., for this year’s
gospel extravaganza. I am
always excited to showcase
the immense talent that we
have in the Second Congressional District of Mississippi. I look forward to Mr.
Gates continuing the tradition of other talented Mississippi soloists who have
graced the stage during this
annual event,” said Thompson.
Gates is a native of Belzoni. He was born to his sharecropping parents, Herman
Gates and Alice H. Gates
Sept. 30, 1948. He has been
married to his wife, Rilet
Kitchen-Gates, for 36 years
and they have five children,
14 grandchildren, and three
great grandchildren.
Gates was inspired to sing
after years of watching his
mother sing in his church
choir. As a baby she would
carry him to White Star Missionary Baptist Church, until
at age 8 when he became a
member of Belzoni Chapel,
now Christ Belzoni Chapel,
where he’s been a member
since 1956. She would al-

Thompson
ways sing his favorite song
growing up, “The Last Mile
of the Way.” The song invokes a special feeling internally and serves as a spiritual connection to her still
to this day. He sang by the
piano with his mother until
she passed at age 89.
He was also influenced by
his oldest sister, who was a
concert pianist and majored
in piano at his alma mater,
Tougaloo College, in Jackson.
Gates sang in junior choir
and
community
choirs
throughout his younger
years, but he never sang solo
until around the 1980s. His
other musical talents include
playing the trombone and
saxophone (alto).
Gates doesn’t sing for any
awards or accolades. His
connection to music is very
spiritual, in that, this is how
he ministers and chooses to
serve God. When he’s singing, the only thing that he’s
thinking about is giving
praise to God. “It’s not about
me,” he says. “Singing just
makes me feel good inside,”
said Gates.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
The Mississippi Link
For more information please call: 601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

8 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

SEPTEMBER 15 - 21, 2016

www.mississippilink.com

JPS JROTC director receives state
National Guard’s highest medal

Mississippi Link Newswire
Col. Paul Willis, director of
Jackson Public Schools JROTC,
was honored by Maj. Gen. Augustus L. Collins, the Adjutant
General of the Mississippi National Guard, on Aug. 30.
During a surprise event, Collins presented Willis with the
prestigious Magnolia Cross
award along with a citation
signed by Mississippi Gov. Phil
Bryant. The Mississippi Magnolia Cross is the highest peacetime award that the Mississippi
National Guard has to confer.
The citation stated: “For his
exceptionally meritorious service while serving in the position
of Director of Army Instruction,
Jackson Public Schools. His
professionalism and dynamic Dorothene Willis (left) joined her husband Magnolia Cross awardee Col. Paul Willis, JPS Superintendent
leadership greatly contributed to Dr. Cedrick Gray and Maj. Gen. Augustus L. Collins for the presentation of the award at JPS JROTC
the overall success of the Junior headquarters Aug.
Col. Paul Willis (left) shakes hands with Maj. Gen. Augustus L. Collins.
Reserve Officer Training Corps
program and the Mississippi a bachelor’s degree from Alcorn Fame in June 2016. He was also sonally before his retirement, awards that we have to present ers.”
Taking part in the presentation
in the Army National Guard.”
Army National Guard. Colonel State University and a master’s selected as U.S. Army Cadet which was just days away.
“It’s always good to be rec- to honor Willis were his wife,
Willis’ exceptional service and degree from Chicago State Uni- Command Director of Army In“Before I left my position, I
devotion to duty are in keeping versity. He served on active duty struction of the Year in 2013. A wanted to come and make a pre- ognized, but everything we do Dorothene, JPS Superintendent
with the highest traditions of more than 25 years with assign- retired colonel, Willis has served sentation to Col. Willis for the in Junior ROTC is the result of Cedrick Gray, JROTC staffers
military service and reflect great ments in the U.S., Germany and as director of Army Instruction outstanding leadership that he a total team effort,” said Willis. and JPS administrators from
for Jackson Public Schools since has given to the Junior ROTC “So, it’s the whole team that I across the school district as well
credit upon himself, Jackson Saudi Arabia.
Willis was inducted into the 2004.
Public Schools, and the Missisprogram here in Jackson,” said proudly accept this award and as representatives from the Misinaugural class of U.S. Army
Collins made it a priority to Collins. Today it is my honor to recognition for. I’m fortunate to sissippi Department of Educasippi Army National Guard.”
Willis, an Edwards native, has Cadet Command ROTC Hall of deliver the award to Willis per- present to him one of the highest be on a good team of support- tion.

Hinds CC students select
Homecoming Court for 2016

Hinds Community College students have selected the members of the Homecoming Court for 2016. The winner will be crowned at halftime festivities Sept.
22, at the football game between Hinds and Pearl River Community College.
Sophomore maids are (front, from left) Scottilyn Lloyd of Brandon, Raymond
Campus; Kayla Boler of Vicksburg, Vicksburg-Warren Campus; Cynterrial Fairley
of Brandon, Jackson-Academic/Technical Center; Latashanna Ransom of Laurel, Raymond Campus; Lindsey Jeselink of Clinton, Jackson-Nursing/Allied Center; Kennedy Garner of Brandon, Rankin Campus; Whitney Jackson of Madison,
Raymond Campus. Freshmen maids are (back from left) Shenise McKinnis of
Pelahatchie, Raymond Campus; Carly Saldana of Vicksburg, Vicksburg-Warren
Campus; Kennedey Wilson of Jackson, Jackson-Academic/Technical Center;
Parriss Rhone of Pearl, Rankin Campus; Bailey Howell of Brandon, JacksonNursing/Allied Health Center; Cyla Logan of Edwards, Raymond Campus; Myia
Harris of Clinton, Raymond Campus.

Brown Elementary opens
STEM Maker Space studio

Fifth-grade teacher Catherine Sarenac trains students to use Chrome
touch-screen computers in the Maker Space studio.
Mississippi Link Newswire
Brown Elementary School
scholars celebrated the grand
opening of their Maker Space
studio Aug. 19.
Students invited the community, community leaders and
parents to the studio opening
where they demonstrated their
design skills.
The studio was made possible
through a grant awarded in 2014
from the Toyota USA Foundation and the Mississippi Center
for Education Innovation.
Grant funds provided STEM
(science, technology, engineering and mathematics) resources
and materials to outfit the studio, which facilitates hands-on
experiences that expose and excite students about STEM fields

and creates a culture for further
career exploration and possibilities.
“Our goal for our Maker
Space students is for them to see
themselves as makers and builders using the most cutting-edge
and innovative technology,” said
Catherine Sarenac, a fifth-grade
teacher at Brown. “We want to
move them from consumers of
technology to creators of technology.”
“Our students have been provided an awesome opportunity
to explore technology and engineering at its finest,” said Brown
Principal Courtney Sheriff. “The
experience of using this space
on a daily basis is an invaluable
learning resource, for which we
at Brown are thankful.”

Davis Magnet is chosen
top elementary school in

Two more JPS schools made top 50
Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson Public Schools has
the top elementary school in
the state. According to the
website SchoolDigger.com,
Davis Magnet International
Baccalaureate
Elementary
School is the No. 1 Elementary School in Mississippi based
on test scores from the 20152016 school year.
Davis
IB
Elementary
School has a strong history of
achievement and has received
MDE’s highest accountability
rating of A for multiple consecutive years. Davis was also
named a Preps Value Added
School in 2013 for high scores
in language arts and math. The
school was once named a National Blue Ribbon School by
the U.S. Department of Education.
Through the IB Primary
Years Program at Davis, students are exposed to Spanish
and sign language instruction.
All students participate in Accelerated Reader. All grade
levels receive science-based
instruction through a partnership with the University of
Mississippi Medical Center.
Through its transdisciplinary approach to teaching
and learning, each grade level
participates in student-centered performance-based projects, like the outdoor garden
for its youngest students and
the poetry café for students in
upper elementary classes.
“While Davis Magnet IB
traditionally holds a ranking in
the top 10, it is very difficult
to maintain the rankings,” said
Principal Kathleen Grigsby.
“The entire faculty, student
body, parents and community
members made concerted efforts to give their best not only
throughout the school year,
but also during each of the assessments.”
Besides Davis at No. 1, two
more JPS elementary schools

Davis Magnet International Baccalaureate Elementary is located at 750 N. Congress St. in Jackson.

Davis Magnet International Baccalaureate Elementary students are Aniyah Ellis (from left), Amber Caston and Laila Brown.
made the top 50: Power APAC
at No. 4 and Casey at No. 27.
Casey Elementary was named
a National Blue Ribbon School
by the U.S. Department of Education in 2015-2016.
Notably, Brown Elementary
achieved the most significant
growth in Mississippi.
On the secondary level,

JPS had two schools in the
top 25 for middle schools on
SchoolDigger.com.
Bailey
APAC Middle was ranked No.
11, and Northwest IB Middle
was ranked at No. 23.
SchoolDigger.com calculates school rankings based on
MAP (Mississippi Assessment
Program) English, language

arts and mathematics test
scores.These rankings were
based on 2015-2016 results
released by the Mississippi
Department of Education.
Other sources of data include the National Center for
Education Statistics and the
U.S. Department of Education.
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JSU volunteers deliver supplies
to Crosby after devastating floods

A truckload of supplies is loaded onto a truck for delivery to Crosby after the area was
inundated by floodwaters. PHOTO BY KENTRICE S. RUSH/JSU
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Volunteers at Jackson State
University loaded items collected
at campus sites into a transport
truck to deliver to flood victims
Thursday in Crosby.
Ricardo Brown, dean of the
College of Public Service, assisted in the effort. He said,
“There was serious flood in Mississippi, as well as Baton Rouge,
but less publicized about Crosby.

So, we collected items: cleaning
supplies, water and other items.
Students, as well as faculty, staff
and administration, set up a drive
… supporting the victims.” The
campaign also received monetary
donations.
The initiative started nearly
two weeks ago with people donating supplies at the downtown
campus and student center.
State legislator Angela Cock-

A volunteer pushes a cart of goods for delivery to an impacted area in southwestern Mississippi where numerous victims were displaced from their homes.

erham, a JSU alum, represents
affected neighborhoods in some
parts of southwestern Mississippi.
Although hard hit by rainwater,
the area, unfortunately, did not
qualify for federal disaster funds.
As a result, the campus community decided to help.
Brown said, “Our main goal
was to provide cleaning supplies
and water so victims could get
back into their homes.”

SU supporters are elated over the
benevolence by the Jackson State
University community.

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 9

Fall 2016 enrollment
up at Alcorn State
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Fall enrollment at Alcorn
State University has increased
to 3,730 students, representing the institution’s first rise in
enrollment since 2011. Preliminary enrollment numbers for
2016 indicate 212 more students
than fall 2015, or 6.0 percent.
The figures include another
surge in freshmen and transfer
enrollment, a growing out-ofstate student population and
some of the nation’s most academically talented students.
Vice president for Student Affairs Emanuel Barnes says the
institution saw an upsurge in
students with ACT scores of 28
or higher.
“With two new scholarships – President’s Excellence
and the Alcorn Achieve – attracting new, high achieving
students and retaining talented
students aligned well with our
enrollment management goals,”
Barnes said.
Nine students were offered
the new President’s Excellence
Scholarship, which fully funds
tuition, room and board for four
years, provides a book allowance and stipend each semester. Seven students accepted
the scholarship by demonstrat-

ing academic strength in high
school with at least a 3.0 grade
point average and ACT score of
28 or above.
“The commitment of our dedicated faculty, staff and alumni
to our vision of increasing access, affordability and student
success has forged our enrollment success,” President Alfred
Rankins Jr. said. “Aligning our
tuition pricing and scholarship
offering with our institutional
priorities, increasing our admissions and recruitment staff,
enhancing customer service,
strengthening our marketing and
branding strategies, and support
from our faithful alumni have
all contributed to our growth.
Alcorn students represent
73 Mississippi counties, 34
states and 18 countries. A total
of 1,823 students are living on
campus.
Moving forward, the institution is taking a data-informed
look at its strategies, evaluating
what is working and what isn’t.
“We also have to address the
logistical challenges inherent
with growth, ensuring that Alcorn has adequate faculty, staff,
classroom and dormitory space
to sustain future growth and
maintain quality,” Rankins said.

Howard’s work with HBCU marching bands
earns exhibit in new Smithsonian Museum

Gerard Howard, a webmaster for JSU’s
Division of Information Technology
and musician, has documented HBCU
marching bands for many years.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
HBCU marching bands,
known for their legendary entertainment, will become part of a
video exhibit in the soon-to-open
Smithsonian National Museum
of African-American History and
Culture thanks in part to years of
documentary work produced by
Jackson State University’s Gerard
Howard, a modern-day Renaissance man.
The new facility in Washington, D.C., is slated to open Sept.
24 and will “be a place where all
Americans can learn about the
richness and diversity of the African-American experience, what
it means to their lives and how it

helps us shape this nation … and
lens into a story that unites us all,”
according to the museum’s Website (www.nmaahc.si.edu).
At JSU, Howard is a professional webmaster for the division
of information technology. In his
spare time he’s also a musician,
radio host, videographer and photographer.
Among his passions is showcasing the legacy of HBCU
marching bands. As a matter of
fact, he started the Internet’s first
site devoted to Black College
Bands (blackcollegebands.com)
and spends his weekends every
fall traveling from city to city
showing the various performance

styles of HBCU bands.
“Before I began covering
bands, most media outlets on the
field were only covering sports.
My focus was strictly the bands,”
Howard said. “As a kid I used to
watch HBCU football on BET
every Saturday night just to see
the bands. Where BET ended is
where I began.”
While growing up in New Orleans, Howard was familiar with
Louisiana bands such as Southern
University and Grambling University. However, he had only
heard of rumors about similar
bands at other black colleges and
universities. “So, my job was to
show others what they looked like

and sounded like,” said Howard.
Ultimately, the project led to a
film documentary.
Since that time, he has captured gritty images that showcase
the intensity and aggression of
what he’s dubbed “The Marchingsport.” Along the way, he
has interviewed legendary band
greats such as William P. Foster
of Florida A&M University; Isaac
Greggs of Southern University;
and JSU’s Lewis Liddell.
Aside from the Smithsonian museum when it opens this
month, Howard’s work has appeared nationally in Vibe magazine and other notable print and
online publications. Even celeb-

rities have spread his videos of
HBCU bands via numerous social media networking sites.
Although he stays busy documenting HBCUs, Howard is also
an active member of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity Inc. and hosts a
weekday show on Jackson State’s
WJSU-FM radio called “Jazz Reflections,” which is syndicated on
SiriusXM (Channel 142). He’s
also a musician with The Southern Komfort Brass Band, an ensemble that specializes in New
Orleans-style music.
For more information and/or
videos, visit www.bandhead.org;
www.hbcubands.com; and twitter
@hbcubands.

Dean selected to represent Greenville in the 2017 Miss Mississippi Pageant
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Valerie Dean has officially been
selected to be the face of her hometown in the 2017 Miss Mississippi
Pageant.
Valerie will represent Greenville
in this year’s pageant, Oct. 27-29,
at the Gold Strike Casino in Tunica. She was chosen a finalist for
the contest in April.
The pageant will place Dean
in a position to be an example
to those who look up to her. She

plans to use this opportunity to
show younger girls that hard work
and faith are two factors that lead
to success.
“It feels great to be the official
representative for my hometown,”
said Dean, a nursing major at Alcorn State University. “I am able
to represent so many people and
motivate all of the little girls. I’m
able to let them know that anything
is possible. No matter where you
come from or how little you have,

if you have faith, anything is possible.”
The Miss Mississippi Pageant
gives contestants a platform to advocate certain causes. Dean said
that she will use her platform to address issues in education and equal
rights for all.
“Education and equality are
two issues that I hold close to my
heart. Encouraging others to gain
an education is also a cause that
I care about. Equality has always

Jackson State is first state institution
to implement the ‘Degree Works’ web tool
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University is
the first Mississippi institution of
higher learning to implement “Degree Works,” a web-based tool
that will help students and advisors monitor progress toward degree completion.
“We are excited about JSU being the first of many higher education institutions in Mississippi
to implement Ellucian Degree
Works,” said Deborah Dent, vice
president of information technology and chief information officer
for Jackson State.
Although initially developed
and applied at Georgia Tech University, “Degree Works” is now
a prevalent matriculation mechanism at colleges and universities
throughout the nation.

“‘Degree Works’ is a valuable tool that provides autonomy
for advising. Students can see at
a glance courses taken, grades
earned and courses to be completed. Professional advisors in undergraduate studies and CyberLearning are excited about this easy to
use advisement tool,” said Dr.
O’Banner-Jackson, interim dean
of undergraduate studies.
“DegreeWorks” looks at JSU’s
degree requirements and produces
an audit worksheet that assists advisors and students in reviewing
their past, present and future academic coursework.
It also includes the following
benefits:
• Supports real-time delivery of
degree completion information.
• Affords advisors the ability to

create notes and document student
visits.
• Allows students and advisors
to create semester-by-semester
plans to facilitate the timely completion of degree requirements.
• Provides what-if analysis for
students considering a curriculum
change.
• Reduces or eliminates paperwork such as manual degree
checklists and curriculum sheets.
• Increases the productivity between departments across campus.
• Does not eliminate the need
for advising – it should be used in
consultation with college and major advisors, who make the final
determination about the completion of degree requirements.
DegreeWorks is accessed
through PAWS.

been an issue for minorities. We,
as Americans, still haven’t gotten
to the point of total equality. These
are serious issues that I plan to
shed light on.”
This is Dean’s first time competing in the Miss Mississippi Pageant. She looks up to another first
timer who won the crown in 2008.
“Leah Laviano is a role model
because her life prior to competing in the pageant is so relatable.
She won the title even though it

was her first time competing. Her
accomplishment gives me hope of
winning in my first time as well.”
Dean hopes to represent her
hometown and Alcorn with dignity
and class during her pageant run.
“I am looking forward to looking into the audience and seeing
my family cheering and supporting
me. I hope to teach others what it
means to have integrity and grace.
I want to let others know what it
means to stay true to who you are.”

Dean
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Pearl St. AME celebrates
men, a movement

Special to The Mississippi Link
Pearl Street African Methodist Episcopal Church recently
celebrated its 2016 Men’s Day.
The theme for the observance
comes from Acts 4:31, “The
Power of a Praying Man.”
The 11 a.m. worship service speaker, the Rev. Robert
S. Boyd, has pastored in the
African Methodist Episcopal
Church for more than 30 years,
and is presently the pastor of
Rankin Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church, Rayville, La.
The African Methodist Episcopal Church was founded by
Richard Allen and today continues to be that beacon of light
for the world to learn about the
rich heritage of the AfricanAmerican travesty and its impact on the world to know that
“God is our Father, Christ Our
Redeemer, The Holy Spirit Our
Comforter, Humankind Our
Family.”
It was Pearl Street AME
Church that housed several of
the Civil Rights Movement
members, such as the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., in the 1960s
and today continues to pay
homage to a movement geared
toward equality for all citizens
of the nation and the world.
Pearl Street A.M.E. Church,
pastored by the Rev. Samuel
H. Boyd Sr., is located at 2519
Robinson St. in Jackson.

Floyd Williams, Jr. led a prayer during service.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
My oldest sister informed her
siblings’ months
ago that her
youngest
son
enlisted in the
Army and that
she was spending every moment with him that she could
before his departure on Sept.
13.
The night before his departure, she reached out to all of
her sisters and brothers to ask
us to send him a farewell greeting and we all obliged.
Although, he told each of
us that he was delighted over
all of the love we extended, I
wanted to add one more layer
of love to his trunk of well
wishes. I decided that I’d send
him a message that he could
open easily and as often as
needed.
The message – the scripture:
2 Timothy 3:16-17, New International Reader’s Version – 16
God has breathed life into all
scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is useful
for correcting our mistakes. It
is useful for making our lives
whole again. It is useful for
training us to do what is right.
17 By using scripture, the servant of God can be completely
prepared to do every good
thing.
I chose this scripture to share
with my loved one because I
want him to have a constant

reminder that God’s word is
complete. He is the author of
“the” book that offers us everything we need in life.
While reading the scripture,
I found a new sense of comfort
in its words. Why? I am one
of the first to admit that sometimes it seems things can get
out of control, but if I just turn
to the Bible, God’s words will
guide me to peace.
My nephew, who was showered with love from all of his
aunts and uncles, immediately
expressed his love for all that
was shared with him and acknowledged that this chosen
scripture would stay with him
for quite a while. He said that
he couldn’t wait to share it with
others. This young man has already made a commitment to
do what God wants.
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, would
also like for you to share the
good news of God.
Remember the verse that
I often share with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads:
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”
To share your news, contact
Daphne M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, fax
(601) 896-0091 or mail The
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

Holy City Church International Empowerment
Ministries, Inc., 251 Kearney Park Road, Flora,
will host its annual Appreciation Services honoring
Bishop Stanley Cavett and First Lady Stephanie
Cavett at 2 p.m. Sept. 18. The speaker is Bishop
Johnny E. Gibson of Vicksburg. For more information call (601) 879-3999.

Pearl Street AME Church Male Choir included Miller Ellis (from left), Curnis Upkins Sr., and the Rev. Samuel Boyd Sr.

Master Men’s Prayer Chain

Message from the Religion Editor

REIGNING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

John Taylor leads the men’s choir.

Musicians included Michelle Watkins, Kimble Funchess and Primus Wheeler Jr.

www.mississippilink.com

Mission Mississippi, 840 E. River Place, Suite
506, Jackson, will host prayer breakfasts and gatherings across the state throughout the month of
September. For more information visit https://missionmississippiorg.wordpress.com/whatwedo/calendar-2/ or call Mission Mississippi at (601) 3536477. Neddie Winters is the president.
Jackson Revival Center, 519 W. Silas Brown St.,
Jackson, will host its Weekly Prayer Call at 6:30
p.m. Sept. 21. Rev. Jennifer Biard, the church’s
pastor, will share a brief but powerful word from
God. To participate, call (530) 881-1212 and enter
(713) 540-744 when prompted. For more information, call (601) 948-1874 or visit www.jacksonrevivalcenter.org.

Miller Ellis and Dr. Joeann Williams

True Light Missionary Baptist Church, 224 E. Bell
St., Jackson, will host its Weekly Prayer Call at 6 a.m.
Sept. 21. Rev. Marcus Cheeks, the church’s pastor,
will lead the prayer call, known as the Light Line. To
participate, call (218) 486-1348 and enter 22435578#.
For more information call (601) 355-7364.
Priestley Chapel M. B. Church, 177 Virlilia Road
Canton, will honor the Rev. and Mrs. Robert E. McCallum for during their 30 years of service to the
church Celebration at 10 a.m. Sept. 25. The theme,
“Honoring a Steadfast, Immovable Leader” is taken
from 1 Corinthians 15:58. The guest minister will
be Rev. Otis Davis, pastor of Pleasant Green M. B.
Church, Canton. For more information call (601)
278-7361.
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Preserved by Purpose
God’s purpose vs God’s will
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
My Monday
started off the
normal way. I
went to work,
met with a few
students, had a
few
meetings
and went to my Zumba (I love
any class where I can do the
wobble and call it exercise.)
The day took an interesting turn
when I spoke with a friend about
a Bible study class that he was
attending. He shared how much
the class had impacted his life
and how he saw the importance
of knowing and following God’s
will.
One point that he made especially resonated with me. He said
that instead of asking God what
is His purpose for “our lives,” he

said that we should instead ask
for God to show us His will. I’d
never heard that before and was
both intrigued and confused at
the same time. I wondered, ‘So
“God’s purpose and ‘God’s will
for our lives’ were different?”
As he was explaining his point, I
was thinking how can you fulfill
“God’s purpose” if you didn’t
know His will for your life?
Then, I thought about the
many times I’d prayed in the
past few months to know what
God’s will for my life was.
Lately, I’d wondered whether
it was possible to follow God’s
purpose but still not know and
follow God’s will. In my own
life, I thought that by praying
for God’s will to be done in my
life, I’d put myself in the best
position. And even though I was
sure that I knew God’s purpose

for my life, for some reason, I
was now questioning whether I
knew and followed God’s will.
I started to think that maybe
I’d mistakenly had the two
confused and been praying the
wrong thing as a result.
Later that day, I continued to
think about my friend’s comments as I made my way to a
women’s Bible study at a coworker’s church. Part of the Bible study was focused on showing kindness to others. When
we broke into our smaller group
discussions, the leader of my
group shared a scripture that she
said related to showing kindness. Then, she began reading
Micah 6:6-8. “But he’s already
made it plain how to live, what
to do, what God is looking for in
men and women. It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and just to

your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, and
don’t take yourself too seriously,
take God seriously.” “Wow!” I
thought, God just confirmed my
friend’s earlier comments. I just
love it when God does that.
Even Jesus prayed “not what
I will, but what You will” when
he was praying in the Garden
of Gethsemane as described in
Mark 14:36. I’d been complicating what was really a very
simple spiritual issue: Knowing
God’s purpose was good, but
submitting to God’s sovereign
will was the most important
thing.
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving from Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship
ends.” She may be reached at
lovehangover@juno.com.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of September 15
SONGS

				

1. Put A Praise On It				

ARTISTS					

ALBUM

Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard

2. Made A Way					Travis Greene
3. Better					Hezekiah Walker
4. You’re Bigger					Jekalyn Carr
5. Spirit Break Out				

William McDowell Featuring Trinity Anderson

6. 123 Victory					

Kirk Franklin Featuring Pharrell Williams

7. It’s Alright, It’s Ok			

Shirley Caesar Featuring Anthony Hamilton

8. You						Jermaine Dolly
9. I Need You					Donnie McClurkin
10. Arise (You Are Good)			

William Murphy

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

1750

SUNDAY

www.nhcms.org

Worship Services
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com
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Living for Jesus
is worthwhile
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
God’s people
are filled with
good works. As
Christians, we
should be as the
widow woman
mentioned
in
Acts 9:36-37: “At Joppa there
was a certain disciple named
Tabitha, which is translated
Dorcas. This woman was full
of good works and charitable
deeds which she did. But it happened in those days that she became sick and died. When they
had washed her, they laid her in
an upper room.”
Because of the good things
that Dorcas had done for others,
the saints sent for Peter to come
and pray for her, and God raised
her up. (Read Acts 9:38-43)
As Christians, we must make
good use of the gifts God has
given us. We too can make an
enormous impact on our community by good works and
charitable deeds.
Jesus spoke of doing good
works. He said in Matthew 6:34: “But when thou doest alms,
let not thy left hand know what
thy right hand doeth: that thine
alms may be in secret: and thy
Father which seeth in secret
Himself shall reward thee
openly.”
The Father always sees everything we do. Just a smile is
a wonderful work. Sometimes,
the world is stunned when we
say to people, “Good morning.”
To be sure our motives, attitudes and behavior are not
selfish, we should do our good
works quietly or in secret,
with no thought of reward. My
friends, we can help the world
around us by waving, smiling
and facing it in a better way.
We read in James 2:14-18:
“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has
faith but does not have works?
Can faith save him? If a brother
or sister is naked and destitute
of daily food, and one of you
says to them, “Depart in peace,
be warmed and filled,” but you

do not give them the things
which are needed for the body,
what does it profit? Thus also
faith by itself, if it does not have
works, is dead.
But someone will say, “You
have faith, and I have works.”
Show me your faith without
your works, and I will show
you my faith by my works.”
While it is true that our good
works can never earn salvation, true faith always results in
a changed life and good works.
True faith involves a commitment of our whole self to God.
My friends, I want to encourage us to keep pressing in the
things which God has given us
to do. We must remember that
unless Jesus is the one who motivates us, those works are of no
value or benefit.
No matter how nice a person
we are, unless we have been
born again, there is no spiritual
life in us. If the Spirit of God is
not motivating our lives, there
is no good in us. Jesus lets us
know that all goodness comes
from God.
The Giver of Life, Jesus
Christ, has given us a reason for
living. We must keep pressing
and keep doing what is right.
We must not allow past failures
to discourage us or cause us to
quit. Keep pressing and keep
doing what God wants us to do.
Reading the Bible and praying are necessary, but doing
good works is living the life
before people, adorning the
doctrine. If it is truth, we must
live it to the fullest. We ought to
measure to the things that God
wants us to do, we will be full
of good works and God will
be pleased. Living for Jesus is
worthwhile!
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. He is married to
Velma L. Green. He is a member of the National Association
of Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind. He serves as
chairman of the Southeastern
Association of The Church of
God, Inc.
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Attract brightest teachers
with best pay for classrooms
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist
While millions of
children (and teachers) welcome the call
to go back to school
in August and early
September, all is not
well in classrooms
and school districts around the country. Even though every school district is not facing challenges, many
urban school districts – where the
majority of African-American and
Hispanic students are enrolled – face
challenges that may either disrupt
education in the classroom or affect
the terms and conditions of work for
teachers.
Meanwhile, some school districts
are experiencing teacher shortages
and an unhealthy reliance on substitute teachers. Teachers are leaving the profession more rapidly than
before. And teachers of color, especially men of color, are woefully underrepresented in the ranks of K-12
teachers.
Indeed, African American men
represent just 2 percent of all teachers. Eighty-three percent of all
teachers are white, despite the fact
that inner-city classrooms, particularly, are overwhelmingly black and
brown.
In Chicago, teachers have returned to school without a contract

for the second year in a row, and the
Chicago Teacher’s Union will take a
strike vote, proposing a strike in October. Meanwhile, the CEO says that
unless the CTU agrees to concessions, there will be classroom cuts.
The Chicago Public School district has already “tightened its belt”
by laying off more than 500 teachers and 500 school-based workers.
These workers may not be out of
jobs, as they can apply for other open
jobs in the Chicago Public School
district, but a massive July layoff is
not the best way to approach August
with a positive attitude.
Chicago is not the only school
district with challenges. Dozens of
school districts have financial challenges, which is partly, because cities and states have implemented
austerity budgets that are allocating
insufficient funds to schools.
One of the major challenges for
school districts and for teachers is
the way that teacher pay lags behind
pay in other professions. According
to the Economic Policy Institute,
“public school teachers’ weekly
wages were 17 percent lower than
those of comparable workers – compared to just 1.8 percent lower in
1994.” Those who teach must have a
passion for their profession, and for
students, but passion can often be
dampened by low pay.
Some young people who would

be great teachers choose alternative,
better paying, careers. And veteran
teachers, who may have experienced
pay freezes, because of fiscal austerity, may choose to make mid-life
career changes, because more attractive financial opportunities beckon.
Why can’t we pay teachers fairly?
If the teaching profession is considered as important as any other (and
some might argue that it is more important than many) why does teacher
pay lag so much behind other professions?
As Lawrence Mishel and Sylvia
Allegretto note in their EPI study,
“An effective teacher is the most
important school-based determinant
of education outcomes.” The teaching profession needs to offer pay
at a level to attract the best and the
brightest to our nation’s classrooms.
Otherwise, as a recent study shows,
few students aspire to be teachers –
only 5 percent of college-bound students were interested in pursuing a
career in education in 2014. Is there
any wonder? Nationally, teachers
earn just 77 percent of what other
college graduates earn.
Meanwhile, public education and
public school teachers are often under attack. Charter schools are seen
as preferred alternatives; while most
research shows that charter school
vary in quality. The good ones are
great, but the bad ones rival the

worst public schools. And school
bureaucracies often snuff the creativity out of the best teachers by
burdening them with preparation for
stifling standardized tests that do little to engage students intellectually.
There are some who believe that
“anybody can teach,” which is why
the Teach for America model is so
troubling. Teach for America takes
bright undergraduates, and after six
weeks or so of training, throws them
into inner-city classrooms, implicitly undermining the preparation that
many take to get a degree in education. This notion that “anybody can
teach” leads to the disdain that some
have for classroom teachers, and the
resulting low pay that they earn.
There are myriad challenges in
K-12 education, a major challenge
is that teachers are not too often
paid sufficiently. Teachers deserve
more public support than they get
now. They need better pay and more
autonomy. And they need to be unshackled from the frequency of the
standardized tests that they must
too-regularly administer. We need a
pro-teacher movement.
Julianne Malveaux is an author
and economist. Her latest book “Are
We Better Off? Race, Obama and
Public Policy” is available via www.
amazon.com for booking, wholesale
inquiries or for more info visit www.
juliannemalveaux.com

NNPA launches historic black voter
turnout project for 2016 election
By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.
President and CEO of the NNPA
The
National
Newspaper
Publishers Association
proudly asserts that,
“We are the authentic voice of Black
America.” We must
use that voice as an urgent clarion
call for a massive, historic and unprecedented black American voter
turnout on Nov. 8, across the nation.
On Sept. 6, the NNPA launched
the “Project Black Voter Turnout
2016: 20 Million Black Voters to the
Polls.” We’re calling on our entire
NNPA membership, comprised of
more than 211 black-owned media
companies operating in the United
States, to issue front-page news coverage and motivational editorials and
to present banner ads on their publication websites, to promote effective
Get-Out-The-Vote campaigns in the
black community.
It is an undisputed fact that a record number of black Americans
(16,133,000) voted in 2008 and
helped Barack H. Obama to become
the first black president of the United
States. Then, in 2012, black Ameri-

cans broke their 2008 record for voter turnout, casting 17,813,000 votes.
In 2012, for the first time in American history, black voter turnout (66.2
percent) at the national level exceeded white voter turnout (64.1 percent).
The United States of America is
once again at a pivotal and crucial
political crossroads. The outcome of
the Nov. 8 national elections will determine the future of the nation and
of the world.
This is a propitious moment, not
only for 47 million black Americans, but this is also the time for all
Americans to decide whether or not
American democracy will finally
fully embrace the goals of freedom,
justice, equality and empowerment
for all people.
Don’t let anybody attempt to suggest that your vote doesn’t count.
Every vote counts. For some strange
reason, there are several national
pundits that are once again predicting a low voter turnout by black
America. These external pollsters
and political observers really don’t
know black America.
This is one of the reasons why the
NNPA and other black-owned media
companies are so strategically im-

portant. The NNPA not only knows
the facts about black America, the
NNPA also reports and defends the
interests of black America without
apology or compromise of principle
and integrity.
For nearly 190 years, the Black
Press in America has been and continues to be the “trusted voice” of
black America. No political party
should take the black vote for granted. Our votes have mattered and our
votes will continue to matter. We will
make the critical difference in the
outcome of the upcoming national
elections.
We have both a sacred obligation
and a historic responsibility to ensure
that we will have the largest black
American voter turnout in history.
Why? Because the overall quality of
life of our families and communities
is at stake. Our energy, actions, and
spirits must remain high and we have
to fully engage the electoral process
locally, regionally and nationally.
The NNPA’s “Project Black Voter
Turnout 2016: 20 Million Black Voters to the Polls” will work in coalition with other national organizations: The National Coalition on
Black Civic Participation, NAACP,

Rainbow Push, National Action
Network, National Urban League,
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Black Lives Matter, National Baptist Convention, Progressive
National Baptist Convention, AME,
AME Zion, COGIC, UCC, and the
National Council of Churches.
“Project Black Voter Turnout
2016” will engage the black community and all voters in print, online and
through social media. Please join our
efforts by following us on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram @BlackPressUSA, @NNPA_BlackPress and
@NAACP and using the hashtags
#BlackPressMatters and #BlackVotesMatter.
Our time is now. Let’s all work together. Let’s get out the vote!
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is the
president and CEO of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association
and can be reached for national
advertisement sales and partnership proposals at dr.bchavis@nnpa.
org and for lectures and other professional consultations at: http://
drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.com/drbfc.
You can follow Chavis on Twitter @
drbenchavis.
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ALMA

My father refused
to help me pay
for college
By Alma Gill
NNPA News Wire Columnist

Dear Alma,
My parents divorced when I was
9. It was cool, because I spent a lot
of time with my father and I got
along well with my stepfather. My
biological father and I had a great
relationship and spent weekends and
holidays together. Things changed after I graduated from high school. My father worked three
jobs and was very serious about instilling in me
the importance of hard work, but he didn’t see the
need to go to college. He did everything for me,
but he wouldn’t pay or contribute to my college
education. I talked to him and told him how important it was to me, but he just wouldn’t. He didn’t
even come to my college graduation. I didn’t then
and still don’t understand. I’m now a father and
will do everything to help my boys go to college.
I have a great salary and have started their college
fund. Here’s the reason I e-mailed you. My father’s
health is failing. He isn’t ready for a nursing home,
but he needs help, because he lives alone. I don’t
want to help him, because he didn’t help me. How
can I explain to him, he doesn’t deserve my help?
Signed,
My Father’s Son

Dear My Father’s Son,
Hmmmm, slow your roll my darling. I sympathize with you and totally understand your side of
this situation, but you know what – you’re wrong.
Yep, you’re wrong and your daddy was wrong and
two wrongs don’t make one right. Your life didn’t
start when you graduated high school. Sounds like
the two of you maintained a wonderful relationship
up until then. His teachings and example of hard
work, propelled you many a night when it came
to cramming and hitting those books, I’m sure. I
know you are hurt and you felt abandoned, but you
know what – you did it; you succeeded. His decision not to donate or contribute to your education
didn’t stop you from completing your academic
goals and graduating from college. Congratulations to you. Sure, you’ve got student loans and
other grown up bills to pay, but don’t we all? It’s
time to let that go.
In my opinion when it comes to caring for our
parents, that’s a responsibility regardless of the relationship, unless there’s some kind of abuse. Reason being, both of my parents have gone on to be
with the Lord and you know what, I can’t remember one argument. I don’t recall one disagreement
or a time when I just didn’t want anything to do
with them. Mind you, there were many LOL moments, I just choose not to recall. At this stage of
my life I’ve realized, none of that nonsense was
important anyway.
You’re the creator of the life story your sons will
recall and remember. You have an obligation to rewrite this chapter when it comes to what happened
between you and your father. You can blaze a new
path in your family legacy, one that includes the
support for education. Teach by example to your
sons and be there for your father. Show your young
men how you are honoring your father in his time
of need, here at the end of his life. Choose to be at
your best for your boys. It’s not about your Dad or
the cracks in the wall of your relationship. This is
about what your sons will see, while they’re watching you, be the best son you can to your father.
Alma
Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com.
Follow her on Facebook at “Ask Alma” and Twitter @almaaskalma.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Doctors: Pneumonia is serious
but Clinton should bounce back

Employers turn to workers
to slow health cost growth

By Mike Stobbe
AP Medical Writer

A growing number of U.S.
workers are covered by health
insurance that sticks them with
a bigger share of the medical bill
but also softens that blow by providing a special account to help
with the expense.
Companies are turning more to
these so-called consumer-directed health plans, which push patients to shop around for the best
prices for care, because they can
cost less than other types of coverage and help hold down future
increases.
Nearly 3 out of 10 employees
have this kind of coverage, up
from 2 out of 10 in 2014, according to an annual study of private
insurance trends from the Kaiser Family Foundation released
Wednesday.
A decade ago, these plans were
almost unheard of. In them, patients and employers generally
pay less toward the premium, or
cost of the coverage itself. But
then patients have to pay higher
amounts out of their own pockets
for most care, up to a certain level
known as the deductible. The idea
is that customers will make smart
financial decisions because more
of their own money is on the line.
To help patients deal with potentially higher out-of-pocket
costs – and entice workers to
sign on to the plans – employers
often set up an account and stock
it with money that can be used to
cover these expenses.
“Most employers want to continue offering insurance but they
just want to pay less,” said Dan
Mendelson, president of the consulting firm Avalere Health.
Mendelson, who reviewed the
Kaiser study, said insurers have
developed better tools for helping
people compare cost and quality.
Kaiser researchers say rising
deductibles from plans like this
are helping to restrain premiums.
Overall, the cost of employersponsored health insurance is still
growing modestly like it has for

NEW YORK – Hillary Clinton’s diagnosis of pneumonia
is a serious concern, but something from which she soon
should recover, several doctors
and medical experts said Sunday.
Clinton, 68, unexpectedly left
a 9/11 anniversary ceremony
in New York after she became
“overheated and dehydrated,”
her doctor said. Clinton went
to her daughter’s nearby apartment for a short stay, and
emerged before noon to tell reporters, “I’m feeling great.”
Several hours later, Clinton’s
physician said the Democratic
presidential nominee was diagnosed on Friday with pneumonia. “She was put on antibiotics,
and advised to rest and modify
her schedule,” said Dr. Lisa R.
Bardack, an internist who practices near Clinton’s suburban
New York home.
Bardack added in a statement
that Clinton, after an exam Sunday afternoon at her home, “is
now rehydrated and recovering
nicely.”
A look at pneumonia and
Clinton’s health history.
What is pneumonia?
Pneumonia is an infection
of the lungs. Often it’s a bacterial infection that sweeps in
after a cold or flu virus. Each
year, about 1 million people in
the United States seek hospital
care because of pneumonia, and
it causes tens of thousands of
deaths, according to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
A presidential candidate is at
high risk for such an infection,
said Dr. William Schaffner, an
infectious disease expert at
Vanderbilt University.
“Candidates are constantly
out in enclosed spaces, face to
face with myriads of people,”
he said. “It’s an ideal opportu-

Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton walks from from
her daughter’s apartment building Sunday, in New York. Clinton unexpectedly left Sunday’s 9/11 anniversary ceremony in New York after feeling “overheated,” according to her campaign. AP PHOTO/CRAIG

RUTTLE

nity for the transmission of a
respiratory virus.”
Added Dr. Stephen Hargarten, head of emergency medicine at the Medical College of
Wisconsin: “I’m not surprised
to hear this happen to someone
engaged in the kind of frenetic
schedule she has.”
How is it treated?
Pneumonia is commonly
treated quickly and effectively
with antibiotics. Speaking generally and not about Clinton’s
case, Schaffner said patients
with a mild pneumonia can
recover with antibiotics, a few
days of rest and good hydration.
That’s especially true of someone who does strenuous work,
such as a rigorous campaign
schedule.
Based on the available information, he said, “this should not
in any way impede her function
going forward.”
But Clinton does need to take
it seriously, some experts said.
People over age 65 have a
harder time returning to normal
than do younger patients. Many
people her age need a week or
more to recover from even a
mild case of pneumonia, said

Dr. Sharon Bergquist, an Emory University assistant professor of medicine who specializes
in internal medicine.
“The body needs rest. The
more she pushes, the harder it
is for her to recover,” she said.
Clinton’s recent health issues
Clinton had a coughing fit
while campaigning in Cleveland early last week. It was
dismissed by her aides as allergies and by Clinton herself at
that moment as stemming from
“talking so much.”
It’s possible Clinton may
have assumed that symptoms
from an earlier viral infection
were due to allergies, Schaffner
said.
Clinton takes antihistamines,
which can “dry you out,” and
dehydration leads to a person
being susceptible to heat exhaustion, Bergquist said.
Add in the possibility of fever, shortness of breath or other
possible symptoms from pneumonia, and you have a constellation of factors that could have
explained her feeling weak on
Sunday, she said.
Clinton’s medical history

Last year, Clinton’s campaign released a letter from
Bardack attesting to the former secretary of state’s good
health. The most notable
events in Clinton’s medical record included deep vein thrombosis – or a blood clot, usually
in the leg – in 1998 and 2009,
a broken elbow in 2009 and a
concussion in 2012.
Clinton got a stomach virus
while traveling in 2012 that
left her so dehyrdated that she
fainted. She had a concussion
that fall, and doctors treating
her found a blood clot in a vein
in the space between the brain
and the skull behind her right
ear. Clinton spent a few days
in New York-Presbyterian Hospital for treatment and took a
month-long absence from her
role as secretary of state.
Bardack said testing the following year showed “complete
resolution” of the concussion’s
effects, including double vision, for which Clinton wore
glasses with specialized lenses.
Other details from Bardack’s
letter included:
• Clinton’s blood pressure
was 100 over 65. Her total cholesterol was 195; her LDL or
“bad” cholesterol was 118, and
her HDL or “good” cholesterol
was 64 – all within healthy levels and not signaling the need
for any medications.
• She had full cardiac testing,
including an ultrasound exam
of arteries in her neck, and all
was well.
• Clinton has been diagnosed
with hypothyroidism, a common condition in women older
than 60, in which the thyroid
gland doesn’t produce enough
of certain important hormones.
• Clinton’s current medications include Armour Thyroid,
a thyroid hormone replacement,
and antihistamines, vitamin
B12 and a blood thinner named
Coumadin.

By Tom Murphy
AP Health Writer

the past five years, according to
Kaiser. The average annual premium for family coverage, shared
by employer and worker, rose
3 percent this year to $18,142.
That’s more than double what
coverage cost in 1999, even after
adjusting for inflation.
Kaiser released its survey while
companies are preparing to tell
their employees about coverage
options for next year. The annual
window in which employees can
enroll in their company’s insurance for 2017 or make changes to
their coverage begins in November for many companies.
Here are some other highlights
from the survey, which Kaiser
conducted with the Health Research and Educational Trust.
• Despite modest increases in
recent years, health insurance
costs are still climbing faster than
wages and inflation for many
plans. Family coverage premiums
have climbed a total of 20 percent
over the last five years, while
worker earnings have risen 11
percent and inflation has climbed
6 percent, Kaiser reported. This
means that employers may be
holding back on raises because
they have to spend more on health
insurance for each worker.
• Employers still pick up most
of the bill for coverage. Workers
paid, on average, 18 percent of
the premium for individual coverage and 30 percent for family
coverage. That’s the amount usually taken out of a paycheck before taxes.
• Deductibles are on the rise
for many types of coverage. For
the first time, the survey found
that more than half of all covered
workers face deductibles of at
least $1,000 a year for individual
coverage.
• The benefits consultant Mercer found in a separate survey that
employers expect insurance costs
to rise about 4 percent next year.
That’s after employers make adjustments like raising deductibles
or shopping for a new insurer for
better prices.

Study details sugar industry’s attempt to shape science
By Candice Choi
AP Food Industry Writer
NEW YORK – The sugar industry began funding research
that cast doubt on sugar’s role in
heart disease – in part by pointing the finger at fat – as early as
the 1960s, according to an analysis of newly uncovered documents.
The analysis published Monday is based on correspondence
between a sugar trade group and
researchers at Harvard University, and is the latest example
showing how food and beverage
makers attempt to shape public
understanding of nutrition.
In 1964, the group now known
as the Sugar Association internally discussed a campaign to
address “negative attitudes toward sugar” after studies began
emerging linking sugar with
heart disease, according to documents dug up from public archives. The following year the
group approved “Project 226,”
which entailed paying Harvard
researchers today’s equivalent of
$48,900 for an article reviewing
the scientific literature, supplying materials they wanted reviewed, and receiving drafts of
the article.
The resulting article published
in 1967 concluded there was “no
doubt” that reducing cholesterol
and saturated fat was the only
dietary intervention needed to

Granulated sugar is poured in Philadelphia Sept. 12. A new study released Monday details how the sugar industry worked to downplay
emerging science linking sugar and heart disease. AP PHOTO/MATT
ROURKE

prevent heart disease. The researchers overstated the consistency of the literature on fat and
cholesterol, while downplaying
studies on sugar, according to
the analysis.
“Let me assure you this is
quite what we had in mind and
we look forward to its appearance in print,” wrote an employee of the sugar industry group to
one of the authors.
The sugar industry’s funding and role were not disclosed
when the article was published
by the New England Journal of
Medicine. The journal did not
begin requesting author disclosures until 1984.

In an editorial published Monday that accompanied the sugar
industry analysis, New York
University professor of nutrition
Marion Nestle noted that for decades following the study, scientists and health officials focused
on reducing saturated fat, not
sugar, to prevent heart disease.
While scientists are still working to understand links between
diet and heart disease, concern
has shifted in recent years to
sugars, and away from fat, Nestle said.
A committee that advised the
federal government on dietary
guidelines said the available evidence shows “no appreciable re-

lationship” between the dietary
cholesterol and heart disease,
although it still recommended
limiting saturated fats.
The American Heart Association cites a study published in
2014 in saying that too much
added sugar can increase risk of
heart disease, though the authors
of that study say the biological
reasons for the link are not completely understood.
The findings published Monday are part of an ongoing project by a former dentist, Cristin
Kearns, to reveal the sugar industry’s decades-long efforts to
counter science linking sugar
with negative health effects,
including diabetes. The latest
work, published in the journal JAMA Internal Medicine,
is based primarily on 31 pages
of correspondence between the
sugar group and one of the Harvard researchers who authored
the review.
In a statement, the Sugar Association said it “should have exercised greater transparency in all
of its research activities,” but that
funding disclosures were not the
norm when the review was published. The group also questioned
Kearns’ “continued attempts to
reframe historical occurrences”
to play into the current public
sentiment against sugar.
The Sugar Association said it
was a “disservice” that industry-

funded research in general is
considered “tainted.”
Companies including CocaCola Co. and Kellogg Co. as
well as groups for agricultural
products like beef and blueberries regularly fund studies that
become a part of scientific literature, are cited by other researchers, and are touted in press
releases.
Companies say they adhere to
scientific standards, and many
researchers feel that industry
funding is critical to advancing
science given the growing competition for government funds.
But critics say such studies are
often thinly veiled marketing
that undermine efforts to improve public health.
“Food company sponsorship,
whether or not intentionally manipulative, undermines public
trust in nutrition science,” wrote
Nestle, a longtime critic of industry funding of science.
The authors of the analysis
note they were unable to interview key actors quoted in
the documents because they
are no longer alive. They also
note there is no direct evidence
the sugar industry changed the
manuscript, that the documents
provide a limited window into
the sugar industry group’s activities and that the roles of other
industries and nutrition leaders
in shaping the discussion about

heart disease were not studied.
Nevertheless, they say the
documents underscore why
policy makers should consider
giving less weight to industryfunded studies. Although funding disclosures are now common
practice in the scientific community, the role sponsors play
behind the scenes is still not always clear.
In June, the Associated Press
reported on a study funded by
the candy industry’s trade group
that found children who eat candy tend to weigh less than those
who don’t. The National Confectioners Association, which touted the findings in a press release,
provided feedback to the authors
on a draft even though a disclosure said it had no role in the paper. The association said its suggestions didn’t alter the findings.
In November, the AP also
reported on emails showing
Coca-Cola was instrumental in
creating a nonprofit that said
its mission was to fight obesity,
even though the group publicly
said the soda maker had “no input” into its activities. A document circulated at Coke said the
group would counter the “shrill
rhetoric” of “public health extremists.”
Coca-Cola subsequently conceded that it had not been transparent and the group later disbanded.
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, October 04, 2016, at which time said bids will
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following Bids:
20057-100416 –Twenty-four Month Supply of Men’s Short & Long Sleeve
Shirts-FD
67027-100416 – Eighteen-Month Supply of Corrugated Steel, Polyethylene
Pipes & Various Parts
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CITY OF JACKSON’S WEBSITE, HYPERLINK “http://WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV” WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street,
Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill
No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-

LEGAL

condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with
the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest
cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any
proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.
In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is
to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation
thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence
of such statement means the City will make that determination during the bid
review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533
9/15/2016, 9/22/2016

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 4, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY
HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201
IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS THE HONORARY NAMING OF DETROIT STREET, FROM MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. TO HOLMES AVENUE
TO WILLIAM BYRD DRIVE IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:
Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi Honorarily Naming Detroit
Street, from Martin Luther King, Jr. to Holmes Avenue, to William Byrd Drive.
9/15/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 4, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY
HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201
IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS RENAMING LANGLEY AVENUE
(FROM SILAS BROWN STREET TO WINTER STREET) TO DR. RAYMOND
O. BIARD DRIVE IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:
Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi Renaming Langley Avenue (From Silas Brown Street to Winter Street) to Dr. Raymond O. Biard Drive
9/15/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
City of Jackson, Mississippi
Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at which time said bids will
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:
Oracle Support Renewal for Software Update License and Support
Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from Jerriot Smash, Department of
Public Works, 200 South President Street, Fifth Floor, Hood Building, Jackson,
Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for
public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of
the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination. The City
of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all bidders
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and
will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or
sex, in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating
and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations,
and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to
contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City
to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for
employment opportunities.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid
awards will be made to the bidder quoting the lowest and best bid, in accordance
with specifications.

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 4, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY
HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 IS
HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS THE HONORARY NAMING OF CHANNEL 16 WAY, FROM MADDOX ROAD TO THE JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI CITY
LIMITS IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:
Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi Honorary Naming Channel 16 Way, From Maddox Road to the Jackson, Mississippi City Limits.

For technical questions about this bid contact Rick Blakeney by telephone at
601.960.2387 or by email at rblakeney@city.jackson.ms.us.

9/15/2016

Dates of Publication: September 15, 2016 & September 22, 2016
Terry Williamson, Legal

LEGAL

Marshand Crisler, Deputy CAO

Jerriot Smash, Public Works Director
9/15/2016, 9/22/2016

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 4, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY
HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201
IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS NAMING THE BRIDGE ON PEARL
STREET (COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS THE PEARL STREET BRIDGE
AND WHICH CARRIES PEARL STREET ONE WAY WESTBOUND OVER
JEFFERSON STREET AND THE FORMER CENTRAL & GULF RAILROAD)
AS MAYOR FRANK MELTON BRIDGE IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:
Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi Naming the Bridge on
Pearl Street as Mayor Frank Melton Bridge
9/15/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 4, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY
HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 IS
HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS RENAMING POINDEXTER PARK TO
INEVA MAY-PITTMAN PARK IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:
Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi Renaming Poindexter
Park to Ineva May-Pittman Park.
9/15/2016

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection
Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY

Discount Gun Safe

Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,
Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$

799 while supplies last!

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event!

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Sudoku Solution

SAFE SALE!

Home Security & Fire Protection
Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY

Discount Gun Safe

Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,
Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$

799 while supplies last!

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event!
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MediaBids - Life Alert
I Live Alone

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

Pick Up

At The Following Locations:

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

AS SEEN ON

TV

®

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-513-0368
Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

PLANTS THAT DEER WILL PASS BY!
LOOK FOR THE DEER PROOF LOGO AT YOUR
LOCAL MISSISSIPPI GARDEN CENTER!
AS SEEN ON

TV

®

Funds for this project were provided through the Mississippi Department of Agriculture
and Commerce, USDA Specialty Crop Grant Program.

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-513-0368
*ALERT*

J A C K S O N
UPTON TIRE
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
Countyline Road and State Street
PASS
3118 Livingston Road
MURPHY USA
3.792 x 4
CASH & CARRY
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Capitol Street and Monument Street
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
CITY HALL
RITE AID
219 S President St
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
RITE AID
2659 Livingston Road
114 E. McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
6075 Old Canton Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
C A N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
A&I
4331 Highway 80W
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
B&B
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BOUTIQUE STORE
1214 Capitol
(Downtownand
Jackson)
MSStNursery
Landscape
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
Deer Proof PlantsBULLY’S STORE
304 Briarwood Dr
Church Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
from a potentialCOMMUNITY
catastrophe MART
2855 McDowell Rd
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
FRYER LANE GROCERY
104 Terry Rd
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
JJ MOBIL
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
PASS
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
2325 Livingston Rd. 3.792 x 4
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET
K & K ONE STOP
Northside
Drive
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
but I’m never alone.
®
MCDADE’S
MARKET
#2
LACY’S INSURANCE
I have Life Alert.
653 Duling Avenue
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
Jackson Medical Mall
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
SHELL FOOD MART
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
5492 Watkins Drive
B Y R A M
AS SEEN ON
SPORTS MEDICINE ®
DOLLAR GENERAL
Fortification and I-55
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road

Saving a Life
EVERY 10 MINUTES

TV

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-556-6770 or (601) 366-1900

LOOK FOR THE Jstevens91@aol.com
DEER PROOF LOGO AT YOUR
LOCAL MISSISSIPPI
GARDEN CENTER!
No fees unless we collect for you.

More information available upon request. Call today for a free consultation.

We are only handling claims against the manufacturer.
We also handle personal injury and workers’ compensation claims.
Funds for this project were provided through the Mississippi Department of Agriculture
and Commerce, USDA Specialty Crop Grant Program.

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at home for a career working
with Medical Billing and Insurance
Claims. Online training can get you
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

1,300 Sq. Ft.
PLANTS THAT DEER WILL PASS
BY!
Office
Space

For Lease

THE
C oLOOK
m pFOR
ute
r sDEER PROOF LOGO AT YOUR
LOCAL MISSISSIPPI GARDEN CENTER!

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. CallFunds
forforFREE
diagnosis.
1-800-583this project
were provided
through the Mississippi Department of Agriculture
0945
and Commerce, USDA Specialty Crop Grant Program.

North Jackson

601-981-3060

Employment-Sales

*ALERT*
XARELTO® BLOOD THINNER
If you or someone you know was prescribed
48
Web to prevent blood clots after
XARELTO® (Rivaroxaban), an
anticoagulant,
surgery or for DVT and have
suffered
3.556problems
x 4 while taking this medication, please contact our firm immediately. Symptoms include:

• Gastrointestinal bleeding
• Cerebral hemorrhage
• Serious internal bleeding causing hospitalization or death
If you believe you have a claim against the manufacturer of this product,
please contact:

JOHN HUNTER STEVENS
Attorney at Law, Jackson, MS

1-800-556-6770 or (601) 366-1900
Jstevens91@aol.com

*ALERT*
XARELTO® BLOOD THINNER

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln Heritage
For Sale (Pets)
Life Insurance wants insurance Agents.
GERMAN SHEPHERD X BELGIAN
Leads - No Cold Calls - Commissions
Paid Daily - Agency Training. Life MALINOIS. Designer K9 Puppies. 8
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Black businesses
adjust to gentrification
in D.C. area town
By Victoria Jones
Howard University News Service
WASHINGTON – On a hot
Friday morning, Uprising Muffin
Company, the new black-owned
coffee shop on 7th Street next to
the Shaw Howard Metro stop, is
humming. The store, structured
on the Starbucks model but with
muffins at its core, is doing a
brisk business as Shaw residents
wander in with laptops and commuters from the nearby Metro
station stop in. Business is good.
One block north on the corner
of Georgia and Florida avenues,
however, things aren’t going so
well. Central Communications, a
neighborhood staple for 18 years,
is barely holding on.
Sales are down by about 80
percent, one employee said, and
the store’s cell phone sales, primarily pay-as-you-go brands
have not taken off.
This, these days, is the story of
gentrification in the once heavily
black Shaw neighborhood. Shaw
is a microcosm of Washington
neighborhoods in the once “Chocolate City” as upscale whites and
other nationalities have flooded
the city in recent years.
The changes have been good
and bad for black residents and
businesses.
In the Shaw neighborhood, for
example, the white population increased from 7.9 percent in 2000
to 33.1 percent in 2010, according to the U.S. Census.
During the same time span,
census figures show, the median
household income in the neighborhood has gone from $25,000
to $71,000. In 2014, it was
$83,000. In 2000, the residents
with a bachelor’s degree or higher
was 20 percent. It is now 58 percent.
Longtime black homeowners
have benefited greatly as houses
they bought in the 40s have increased in value 10-fold. Black
renters, on the other hand, have
been pushed out by dramatically
rising housing prices.
While some businesses are
struggling, others are seeing some
of their best pay days ever.
Lee’s Flower and Card Shop on
U Street near 11th Street is one.
Owner Stacy Banks, said she has
seen profits double over the past
five years.
“(Gentrification) has brought
more business to the U Street
area, so it’s increased our business,” Banks said.
Banks said that new residents
with more expendable income

Uprising Muffin Company is one of a number of businesses that are
doing well as a result of gentrification.

Best Cuts owner says profits are down as his black male customers
are forced out of the neighborhood by higher rents. PHOTO BY VICTORIA
JONES/HOWARD UNIVERSITY NEWS SERVICE

have an interest and passion for
plants, herbs, and flowers, and
they want more fresh flowers for
their home for dinner parties and
dates.
“With new condos and apartments going up in the area, people have wanted to adorn those
apartments with plants and fresh
flowers, and they’re shopping locally,” she said.
Banks’ grandfather bought
the family’s building in 1945.
Consequently, the company has
avoided the escalating rents.
“We always said that if we
rented our building, we wouldn’t
be here anymore,” she said.
Johnnie Harris, owner of Johnnie’s Florist at the corner of Georgia Avenue and U Street, said he
has also seen an increase of business.
“We have clients all over the
D.C. metro area, but the new
boom in the neighborhood has
definitely been a plus,” said Harris who has been in business 20
years told the Howard University
News Service in a recent interview. We have profited for there
being changes around the area.”
The rising tide, however, hasn’t
lifted all boats.
At Central Communications,

one long-time employee said the
store, most known for the go-go
music blaring from inside, may
not be around in the next year or
two.
“Once upon a time we stayed
packed, and now it’s a trickle,”
said Gregory Mcneill, a longterm employee and a sound engineer for many major gogo bands.
“I give it a year, maybe more in
my opinion that this will be here.
“All the people that used to buy
are no longer in the city. They
have moved out or gotten pushed
out. It’s a domino effect.
“Over 50 percent of the businesses that used to be here are
gone. It’s different, way different.”
Part of the problem, he agreed,
might be the company’s business
model – its heavy dependency on
CD and go-go music sales.
Federico Lindo, owner of Best
Cuts Barber Shop since 1991,
said expenses have gone up and
his customer base and profits
keeps going down as black males
move out of the neighborhood.
“The lease continues to go up,
and I can’t really raise my prices
like I would like to,” Lindo said.
“Everything around us is getting
expensive.”

Obama defends Colin Kaepernick’s protest
as ‘constitutional,’ says QB raises vital issues
By Hazel Trice Edney
TriceEdneyWire.com
President Barack Obama has
now weighed in on the Colin
Kaepernick National Anthem
protest; defending the football
player’s right to do so under the
First Amendment and crediting
Kaepernick for raising issues that
“need to be talked about.”
“I got to confess that I haven’t
been thinking about football
while I’ve been over here, and
I haven’t been following this
closely. But my understanding,
at least is that he’s exercising
his constitutional right to make
a statement,” the President said
during a press conference after
the G20 Summit in Hangzhou,
China on Monday.
“I think there’s a long history
of sports figures doing so. I think
there are a lot of ways you can
do it. As a general matter, when
it comes to the flag and the National Anthem, and the meaning

that that holds for our men and
women in uniform and those who
fought for us, that is a tough thing
for them to get past to then hear
what his deeper concerns are.”
President Obama continued,
“But I don’t doubt his sincerity,
based on what I’ve heard. I think
he cares about some real, legitimate issues that have to be talked
about. And if nothing else, what
he’s done is he’s generated more
conversation around some topics
that need to be talked about.”
Kaepernick, quarterback for
the San Francisco 49ers, has
gained national attention – both
applause and ridicule – as he remains seated and even kneeled
alongside teammate Eric Reid
during the National Anthem before pre-season games. Kaepernick says he is protesting because
of widespread systemic discrimination against black people in
America as well as police brutality and other injustices in the

black community and says he
will continue to do so until he
sees significant change.
Because Kaepernick also
wears socks with a design that
depicts police officers as pigs,
even those who agree with his
protest, have questioned whether
his attire may be undermining a
legitimate protest.
“My suspicion is that over
time he’s going to refine how
he’s thinking about it, and maybe
some of his critics will start seeing that he has a point around
certain concerns about justice
and equality. And that’s how we
move forward. Sometimes it’s
messy, but it’s the way democracy works,” Obama concluded.
“I’d rather have young people
who are engaged in the argument
and trying to think through how
they can be part of our democratic process than people who are
just sitting on the sidelines and
not paying attention at all.”
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Braves prevail over Alabama State 21-18 in season
The Mississippi Link Newswire
In an early-season showdown
between the top-two teams picked
in the preseason poll from the
SWAC East Division, the Alcorn
State University football program
held-on to a 21-18 victory over
Alabama State Sept. 10 at Jack
Spinks-Marino Casem Stadium.
The Hornets (0-2, 0-1 SWAC)
attempted a last-second 35-yard
field goal to tie the game, but it
was blocked by Alcorn (1-0, 1-0
SWAC) senior Eric Foster.
Redshirt-freshman quarterback
Noah Johnson came into the contest for the Braves at half with the

team trailing 10-7. He replaced junior Lenorris Footman after an ankle injury. Johnson guided Alcorn
to back-to-back scoring drives beginning late in the third quarter to
put the team ahead, 21-10.
The Braves were seemingly in
control until a big special teams
play flipped momentum. ASU
was punting from its own endzone when the ball hit the Alcorn
return-man and was recovered by
the Hornets. After ASU scored and
converted the two-point conversion, it got the ball back again after
an Alcorn fumble which inevitably
led to the blocked field goal.

Both Footman and Johnson ended with exactly 62 passing yards.
Johnson also ran for 61 yards on
nine carries and a touchdown.
Junior running back Marquis
Warford spearheaded the running
game with 91 yards on 18 carries
and a touchdown. Senior Jaborian
McKenzie was the team’s leading receiver with 52 yards on five
catches.
The Hornets saw quarterback
Quinterris Toppings throw for a
pair of touchdowns to Nigel Lee
and Khalid Thomas. Darrel King
rushed for 74 yards and a touchdown.

Defensively, senior Michael
Hurns notched a game-high 12
tackles. Senior Darien Anderson
and junior Michael Brooks were
also in double-figures with 11
tackles apiece.
To honor the service and dedication of the men and women of the
United States Military, the Alcorn
State University football program
will host Military Day Sept. 15.
The Braves are set to take on the
University of Arkansas-Pine Bluff
at Jack Spinks-Marino Casem Stadium. The game is slated to start at
6:30 p.m. and will be televised on
ESPNU.

After winning their season opener last weekend, the Alcorn
Braves will face the University of Arkansas-Pine Bluff at Jack
Spinks-Marino Casem Stadium at 6:30 p.m Sept. 15.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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“SULLY”
HANKS PLAYS HERO PILOT

IN RIVETING REENACTMENT OF
THE MIRACLE ON THE HUDSON
By Kam Williams
Columnist
US Airways Flight 1549 had
barely taken off from New York’s
LaGuardia Airport on the afternoon of Jan. 15, 2009, when it
sighted Canada geese flying in
its path at about 2,800 feet. The
Airbus 320 was unable to avoid
the flock and the ensuing strike
disabled both of its engines.
At that point, Captain Chesley
“Sully” Sullenberger immediately took control of the powerless
plane from co-pilot Jeff Skiles

(Aaron Eckhart) and informed the
tower of his dire predicament. After weighing his options in the next
few seconds, Sully ignored air
traffic controller Patrick Harten’s
(Patch Darragh) suggestion to return to LaGuardia in favor of the
fateful decision to ditch the crippled jet in the Hudson River.
Thanks to a combination of
calm seas and the veteran Captain’s years of experience as both
a glider pilot and flight safety
instructor, the plane managed to
make a smooth landing without

triggering a fire or disintegrating upon impact. Instead, the 155
souls aboard found themselves
simply floating downstream as the
cabin slowly filled with icy water.
Sully ordered his passengers
and crew to disembark into the
inflatable life rafts and onto the
wings where they were soon rescued by the commercial ferries
and emergency vessels rushing to
the scene. Amazingly, not a single
life was lost in the crash quickly
dubbed the “Miracle on the Hudson.”

The “When the Bough
Breaks” Interview
Morris Chestnut muses about
life, his latest offering

By Kam Williams
Columnist
Morris Chestnut has been appearing in television and movies
for the past two decades. In 2014,
he shot the feature film Heist (aka
Bus 657) opposite Robert De
Niro and Jeffrey Dean Morgan,
as well as The Perfect Guy with
Sanaa Lathan.
The year before, he starred in
The Best Man Holiday, a hit sequel which had the fifth-largest
opening ever for an R-rated romantic comedy. The picture also
garnered Morris an NAACP
Image Award nomination for
Outstanding Actor In A Motion
Picture. Previously, he’s starred
opposite Halle Berry in The Call
and opposite Jason Bateman and
Melissa McCarthy in Identity
Thief.
On TV, he was a series regular
on Legends, and was featured on
American Horror Story, too. And
he enjoyed a recurring role on
Nurse Jackie, for which he won
the 2014 NAACP Image Award
for Outstanding Supporting Actor
In A Comedy Series.
Here, he talks about his latest
outing as John Taylor opposite
Regina Hall and Jaz Sinclair in
When The Bough Breaks, a psychological thriller directed by Jon
Cassar.
Kam Williams: Hi Morris,
thanks so much for another interview.
Morris Chestnut: Thank you
for your time, Kam.
KW: Congratulations on your
TV series, Rosewood, which has
been doing so well. The last time
we spoke was just before the first
season’s premiere.
MC: Thank you. This movie
was a bit of a departure from that,
but I’ve definitely been having a
great time doing the show.
KW: What interested you in
When the Bough Breaks?
MC: Once I read the script,
I liked its fresh perspective and
how it took a different take on
the genre. I was also looking forward to working with Regina Hall
again and with director Jon Cassar. Also, it was an opportunity for
me to be the lead in a thriller, so I
jumped at it.
KW: Well, Jon’s certainly a
veteran director with dozens of
credits and a couple of Emmys on
his resume, but this is scriptwriter’s Jack Olsen’s first produced
script. Were you at all worried
about that?
MC: No, there are people
who’ve never had anything made
before, and their first script can
be great. Plus, scripts are often
tweaked and nuanced. You can’t
make something out of nothing with a screenplay, but when

Morris Chestnut stars in When the Bough Breaks along with Regina Hall
and Jaz Sinclair.
it’s really good at the core, you
can make some adjustments.
So, I never concern myself with
whether a scriptwriter has written
one before. I might do that before
reading an unsolicited script.
KW: How was it reuniting with
Regina Hall?
MC: I love working with her.
Until now, Regina only did comedy. But I knew she had the talent
to do drama, because she’s such a
terrific actress.
KW: What did you think of
Jaz Sinclair performance? This is
only her second film, but it might
very well be the breakout role of
an emerging ingenue.
MC: Jaz is incredible. She’s
a tremendous talent that Hollywood and the world need to be
on the lookout for. I also enjoyed
working with the rest of the cast.
KW: The film certainly does
offer a unique variation on the
“obsessed other woman” theme
in that she’s a surrogate mother.
MC: Right. Some people have
compared it to Fatal Attraction or
The Hand that Rocks the Cradle,
but it’s an interesting take since
she has her baby inside of her.
KW: Did you model your char-

acter, John Taylor, specifically on
anybody?
MC: No. It wasn’t until after
a few people who go to the same
gym saw the trailer, that I learned
about someone who’d been in a
similar situation. In preparation,
I basically drew on different experiences that would justify the
behavior of this character.
KW: What message do you
think people will take away from?
MC: First and foremost, I want
them to be entertained. But the
one thing I did like about Regina’s and my character was that
we seemingly have it all. But no
one has everything in life, even
though it often appears that some
do. I tell that to young kids when I
speak to them. I tell them, “Do the
best you can in living your life,
and don’t glorify anyone else’s
life.”
KW: Is there a dream project
you’d like to see greenlit?
MC: Yeah, there’s one I’m
waiting on. I wanna kinda keep
it under wraps for now. But when
I’m ready to announce it, I’ll definitely let you know.
Kam Williams can be reached
at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Directed by Clint Eastwood,
Sully revolves around not only a
reenactment of the death-defying
stunt but around the subsequent
investigation by the National
Transportation Safety Board.
What we learn here is that while
Captain Sullenberger was publicly being celebrated as a national
hero under an avalanche of positive press, the wisdom of his water landing was simultaneously
being questioned behind closed
doors by the NTSB’s brass.
It seems that the specialists as-

signed to investigate the matter
suspected that the missing Flight
1549 engine sitting at the bottom
of the sea might have been operational, meaning the plane could
have been brought down on terra
firma without incident. If this were
the case, then a reprimand rather
than acclaim would be in order for
Sully. Ultimately, divers did locate
the left engine, thereby enabling
the government bureaucrats to
belatedly confirm that the secondguessed skipper did deserve his
many accolades after all.

Kudos to the team of Clint
Eastwood and Tom Hanks for
successfully conveying the enviable amalgam of guts, smarts
and stoicism exhibited by levelheaded Captain Sullenberger in
the face of impending demise.
Pack the Kleenex, if you plan to
stick around for the film’s closing
credits featuring an oh so sweet
reunion of the real-life Sully and
many of the grateful folks whose
lives he saved.
Kam Williams can be reached
at kam_williams@hotmail.com.
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Cafe Mocha “Salute Her” organization
honors Evans with Toyota Green Award
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The concept of “going green”
is still new in many AfricanAmerican communities, but
thanks to the Toyota Green Initiative – launched by Toyota
USA six years ago – the concept
has grown substantially spotlighting green solutions through
interactive business partnerships
and innovative programs within
communities of color to increase
recycling, reduce waste, and
overall, educate the public.
Understanding the impact of
women as decision makers and
a key advocate for any serious
initiative, Toyota partnered with
Café Mocha, the No. 1 nationally syndicated radio show for
women of color, to serve as the
presenting sponsor of the Salute
Her: Beauty of Diversity Tour.
Additionally, with the creation
of the Toyota Green Award,
organizations and women are
honored for their work in the
sustainable field to help advance
minority communities.
At the tour’s recent stop in
Washington, D.C., the inaugural Toyota Green Award was
presented to Jerri Evans, owner
and operator of Turning Natural, Juice Bar and Café, the first
vegan restaurant in Southeast
Washington’s Anacostia neighborhood. Evans was recognized
as a sustainability champion for
the rigorous green standards she
adheres to – and also for bringing healthy, vegetarian fare to a
neighborhood long considered a
food desert. As such, Evans best
exemplifies the goals of TGI.

Café Mocha Radio, Toyota and ORS Hair Care honor phenomenal women in Washington, D.C. Pictured are YoYo (from left), Carol Dudley, Micheline
Bowman, ORS Hair Care rep, Shawn Tollerson of Namaste Laboratories, LLC; Iyanla Vanzant, Johnna Gause, ORS; Cora Masters Barry, Wanda Durant,
Maisie Dunbar, Carla Reid, Jerri Evans, Mo Ivory, Alva Adams Mason, Toyota; Angelique Perrin and Café Mocha executive producer Sheila Eldridge.
PHOTOS BY ECLIPSE PHOTOGRAPHY

Jerri Evans, owner of Turning Natural, accepts Toyota Green award from Toyota USA Rep Alva Adams Mason and
event hosts. Pictured are Angelique Perrin (from left), Alva Adams Mason, Jerri Evans, YoYo and Mo Ivory.
Alva Adams Mason, director of African-American Business Strategy for Toyota Motors, North America, said that
she was particularly proud of

the honoree for the first Toyota
Green Award.
“Jerri Evans personifies what
the Toyota Green Initiative is all
about,” Mason said. “It’s so im-

portant for us to be responsible
and challenge our community
to learn more about environmentally friendly and sustainable living. What better way to

have that conversation then with
a radio show like ‘Café Mocha’
that’s got the ear of mothers, sisters and millennials.”
This year Toyota USA and
ORS Hair Care joined Café Mocha as the sponsors of the annual
Salute Her: Beauty of Diversity
Awards to pay tribute to African-American women making a
difference in their communities
around the country.
The Salute Her: Beauty of
Diversity Awards also honored
Cora Masters Barry, CEO of the
Recreation Wish List Committee; Micheline Bowman, news
coordinator of WTTG Fox 5;
Wanda Durant, philanthropist
and NBA mother “MVP;” Carla
Reid, GM/CEO of Washington
Suburban Sanitary Commission;
Carol Y. Dudley, director of
Career Development, Howard
University School of Commu-

nications; Kim Kimble, celebrity hairstylist and entrepreneur;
Maisie Dunbar, founder/CEO of
Maisie Dunbar Spa Lounge; and
Iyanla Vanzant, relationship expert, television personality and
bestselling author.
The Café Mocha Salute Her
series benefits the Mocha Cares
Foundation that supports women and children in local shelters
with mentorship programs. Created as an outgrowth of the radio
show the foundation is designed
to use their media platform to
employ a network of experts,
celebrities and corporate friends
to develop interactive programming to improve the lives of
families in transition.
“Sustainable living is a topic
rarely touched on in our communities, yet it is important that
we as a community begin to
have conversations about ways
to protect our Earth and ensure
future generations have the resources needed to live healthy
lives,” said Café Mocha creator
and executive producer Sheila
Eldridge.
Next stops for the tour are
New York City, Mist Harlem,
October 13 with WBLS-FM and
Chicago, Hotel Allegro December 1 with WSRB-FM. An array of diverse honorees will be
announced and saluted in each
market.
More information about the
Toyota Green Initiative can
be found at its website, http://
www.toyota.com/usa/environmentreport2013/communities.
html#toyota-green.

Star Trek introduced us to cell Guild study: Hiring of women directors
phones, broke racial barriers

By Courtney Davis
Howard University News Service
WASHINGTON – As the iconic science fiction franchise “Star
Trek” celebrates its 50th anniversary, America is in many ways
living in a Star Trek world. From
handheld “communicators” to a
multiracial command crew, “Star
Trek” propelled the world into the
21st century.
The series introduced the world
to talking computers, doors that
opened upon approach, wireless,
handheld communication devices
that allow people to see and talk to
each other from distant places and
also wireless headsets.
And did you know the Rev.
Martin Luther King was a huge
fan and was responsible for one of
the actors not quitting the show?
Gadgets used on Star Trek are
mirrored across today’s technology landscape. Handheld communicators used by the crew are precursors of the cell phones we have
now used for nearly two decades.
Lt. Uhura’s, communications officer on board the Enterprise,
sported a wireless communication
headset, decades before Bluetooth
technology was invented.
The automatic opening doors,
unheard of in 1967, are common
in nearly every big box store in
America.
According to Dr. Charles Kim,
an electrical engineer and computer science professor at Howard
University, these gadgets were
only made possible by the development of micro computing processors in the 1980s.
“The biggest breakthrough, was
combining software power and
powerful, miniaturized computing
processors together,” Kim said.
“This is something we could not
do before. Now everywhere small
chips can do anything you want.”
Star Trek crew members were
also seen talking to their computers and communicating through

Associated Press
LOS ANGELES – A Hollywood guild report says female
and minority directors remain
a fraction of those hired to
work on TV series.
The Directors Guild of
America said in a study out
Sept. 12, that women directed

The original cast of the television series Star Trek.
live video transmissions. Capt.
Kirk was able to research subjects
through a mechanism much like
Apple’s Siri.
Even today there is a $10 million competition to build a handheld device that can diagnose a
number of diseases and vital signs.
Sounds like the Tricorder used by
crew members of Star Trek.
In the midst of the Civil Rights
Movement and at the beginning of
the organized push for more inclusion for women, Star Trek aired
programing showing a racially and
culturally diverse crew, even as
programing was mostly all-white.
An African American, an Asian, a
Russian and even the alien Spock
were among the command crew.
Additionally, women were featured in leadership, such as actress
Majel Barrett as the first executive
officer, second in command to
Capt. Kirk and African-American
Nichelle Nichols as Lt. Uhura,
fourth in command to Kirk.
Later, women would appear as
admirals and captains commanding their own ships.
According to an interview with
NPR News, Nichols almost quit
Star Trek, until King, who told her
he was her biggest fan, convinced
her to stay with the show during a
cocktail party in which they were
both invited.
In the interview, Nichols recalled King saying to her, “You

are reflecting what we are fighting
for.”
He went on to say, she recalled,
“For the first time on television, we
will be seen as we should be seen
every day, as intelligent, quality,
beautiful people who can sing and
dance, yes, but who can go into
space, who can be lawyers and
teachers, who can be professors –
who are in this day, yet you don’t
see it on television until now.’”
King also told Nichols that because of the show’s diversity, Star
Trek was the only show he and
wife Coretta would allow their
children to stay up late to watch,
even though it was past their bedtime.
Other celebrities, like Whoopi
Goldberg, also recognized the
show’s diversity in their childhood. When Star Trek: The Next
Generation aired in the late 80’s,
Goldberg wanted a role. She felt
that prior to Star Trek, there were
no African Americans in science
fiction.
Aside from having a command
crew of different nationalities, the
barrier breaking series is credited
as the first American network television series showing an interracial
kiss. In an episode airing in 1968,
Nichols and William Shatner, who
played Capt. Kirk, are seen sharing
a kiss.
Some television stations in the
South refused to air it.

17 percent and minorities 19
percent of the more than 4,000
episodes produced last season
for broadcast, cable and highbudget streaming series.
For both groups, that represents a 1 percent increase
over the year before, which
the guild said exposes a “lack

of real progress” by employers.
The total amount of episodes from streaming services
including Netflix, Amazon and
Hulu increased by 120 percent
last year, but just 8 percent of
episodes were directed by minorities, the study found.
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piggly wiggly
September 14 - 20, 2016

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
GROUNDS SEVERAL TIMES DAILY!

FRESH WHOLE

FRESH
GROUND BEEF
$ 49

FRESH FRYER

BONELESS
PORK LOIN
$ 59

2

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

1

DRUMSTICKS
OR THIGHS
¢

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FROZEN CUT SMALL

FRESH FRYER

ST. LOUIS
PORK RIBS

BONELESS
TENDERS

$ 99

$ 99

$ 99

FRESH

USDA CHOICE BEEF BONELESS

GWALTNEY

7

2

PER LB.

2

PER LB.

PER LB.

BONELESS
PORK CHOPS

SIRLOIN TIP
ROAST

SLICED
BACON

$ 99

$ 19

$ 99

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SAVE ON

SAVE ON

1

3

ASSORTED
SOFT DRINKS

/5

PIGGLY WIGGLY
CAKE MIXES

$ 99

$ 00

30 OZ.

2 $

/1

GOLDEN CARROTS

POUNDS

2 $

LARGE RIPE
TOMATOES

1

FRESH

1

$ 00

MARGARINE
QUARTERS
..............................
1 LB. QTRS.

PIGGLY WIGGLY

BISCUITS

89
$ 79
1
¢

HOMESTYLE / BUTTERMILK, 4 PACK 10 CT. CAN
PIGGLY WIGGLY

SHREDDED
$ 79
CHEESE
.......................................
8 OZ.

DAISY

SOUR
CREAM
.......................................
8 OZ.

PIGGLY WIGGLY

ORANGE
JUICE
...............................

1
$ 00
1
$ 99
3

FROZEN &
STEAMABLE
$ 00
VEGETABLES
.................................

¢

1
POTATOES $499
GORTON FISH $ 99
3
10 - 16 OZ.

FRESH

BROCCOLI CROWNS YELLOW ONIONS
PER LB.

BLUE BONNET SPREAD

SELECT FRESH FROZEN

69
1 LB. BAG

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

GALLON JUG

FRESH CRISP

GOLDEN RIPE
BANANAS

$ 00

1

16.5 OZ.

FRESH PRODUCE
FRESH

PER LB.

12 OZ. PKG.

HELLMANN'S
MAYONNAISE

2

12 PACK 12 OZ. CANS

FRESH

2

PER LB.

79

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

T-BONE
STEAKS

PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

/3
3 LB. BAG

2 $

ORE IDA CRINKLE CUT OR TATER TOTS

5 LB. BAG .................................

FISH STICKS, FILLETS, ORIGINAL
CRUNCY TENDERS, 10.6 - 12 OZ. .........

