
The coronation of Mr. and 
Miss Jim Hill is an annual 
tradition at Jackson’s Jim 
Hill High School and on Oct.  
4, the Royal Coronation of 
Kam’Ron Bracey, Mr. Jim 
Hill; and Ma’ Kayla Mitch-
ell, Miss Jim Hill; was held 
at 6 p.m. in the school’s audi-
torium located at 2185 Fred 
Harris St.

The event was described 
as “An evening of Enchant-
ment, Fascination and Beau-
ty.”

The auditorium was full 
with students, special guests, 
school staff and family 
members of the royal court.  
Thunderous applause was 
heard throughout the room 
as Isaiah Rush and Jazstiny 
Jackson, 2015-2016 Mr. and 
Miss Jim Hill took their final 
walk.

The applause continued as 
each member of ‘The High 

Court, The Higher Court and 
The Royal Majesties’ entered 
the auditorium dressed el-
egantly from head to toe. The 
ladies wore lovely gowns, 
and the gentlemen wore tux-
edos on the occasion of their 
evening of enchantment.

The High Court consisted 
of Jerry Mitchell III, brother 
of Miss Jim Hill,  and Brai-
lyn Luckett, Mr. and Miss 
Freshman; Joshua Burns 
and Chamara Fray, Mr. and 
Miss Sophomore; Keedrick 
Palmer and Madisyn Evans, 
Mr. and Miss Junior; and 
Cameron Smith and Kamryn  
Dismuke, Senior Escort and 
Miss Senior.

The Higher Court consist-
ed of Prince Justin Robinson 
and Princess Terranee Brent, 
runner ups to Mr. and Miss  
Jim Hill. 

Upon the entrance of Mr. 
Jim Hill from the left side of 

The Fannie Lou Hamer Insti-
tute at COFO, located at 1017 
John R. Lynch St. in Jackson,  
unveiled the COFO Freedom 
Trail Marker Oct. 5, on the cam-
pus of Jackson State University. 

The Council of Federated Or-
ganizations was awarded this 
historic designation on the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Trail. The Mis-

sissippi Freedom Trails program 
is a program of Visit Mississippi 
(Mississippi Development Au-
thority/Division of Tourism) that 
celebrates and honors sites in the 
state of Mississippi that hold his-
torical significance. This is a spe-
cial honor for Jackson State Uni-
versity because it is now one of 
a few institutions serving as the 
home to two markers.

The building on the historic 
Lynch Street Civil Rights Cor-
ridor served as COFO head-
quarters and was considered the 
“nerve center” of Mississippi 
freedom struggle.

COFO established a coalition 
of organizations such as the Con-
gress of Racial Equality, National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference 
and Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee.

COFO was the brainchild of 
SNCC Field Secretary Bob Mo-
ses and an idea championed by 
Aaron Henry and Medgar Evers. 

Moses was among those pres-
ent for the marker’s unveiling.

Besides a woman being a true 
contender for president on Elec-
tion Day next month, Nov. 8 will 
also mark the first time in 50 years 
federal observers will be notice-
ably absent from polling places.

The absence of federal observ-
ers is just one reason why Election 
Protection – the nation’s largest 
nonpartisan voter protection co-
alition – is increasing its efforts to 
safeguard voting rights throughout 
America and in Mississippi.

Led by the Lawyers’ Commit-

tee for Civil Rights Under Law, 
Election Protection offers several 
hotline numbers for people to call 
with questions about voter pro-
tection, voter intimidation, voter 
challenges, deceptive practices 
and provisional balloting. 

The main number for English-
language speakers is 866-OUR-
VOTE (866-687-8683). The hot-
line is staffed weekdays from 10 
a.m to 6 p.m. EST and will expand 
hours and days as Election Day 
nears. Callers will get questions 
answered by or report complaints 
to one of 5,000 lawyers and/or le-

gal volunteers.
The toll-free Spanish-language 

hotline is the National Association 
of Latino Elected and Appointed 
Officials’ 888-VE-Y-VOTA (888-
839-8682). It is available year-
round.

The toll-free Asian-language 
hotline is 888-API-VOTE (888-
274-8683). Provided by Asian 
Americans Advancing Justice 
and Asian and Pacific Islander 
American Vote, voters needing as-
sistance during election season in 
various Asian languages can call 
and leave a message and a volun-

teer will return their call.
During a conference call Oct. 

3, leaders from the four national 
nonpartisan members of Election 
Protection discussed predicted 
challenges of Election Day.

Kristen Clarke, president and 
executive director of the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law, noted that calls have been 
made by one candidate to have 
untrained individuals monitoring 
the polls on Election Day. She also 
noted this election will be the first 
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This year’s Latinfest – con-
sidered the largest Latino festi-
val in Mississippi – has a new 
location – Canton.

The fifth annual festival will 
take place from 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Oct. 15, at the Multi Pur-
pose Complex.

The Latin American Business 
Association is hosting the event 
and for the third year in a row, 
Nissan is the presenting spon-
sor.

Tickets are $8 in advance and 
$10 at the door. Kids 12 and 
younger enter for free.

The festival is a celebration 
of Latin American food, drink, 

dance and music. It will include 
a showcase of Latino talent, cul-
ture and professionalism in Mis-
sissippi and will provide a venue 
for positive cultural exchange. 

For the first time in the history 
of Latinfest a Hispanic country 
– Cuba – will be highlighted.

Latinfest coming to Canton Oct. 15

Organization combats voter suppression
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Pictured are Leslie Burl-McLemore (from left) of Mississippi Freedom Trail Task Force,  Evelyn J. Leggette, provost and senior vice president for 
Academic and Student Affairs at Jackson State University;  Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber, Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant, Robert (Bob) Moses, founding 
director of Mississippi Council of Federated Organizations; Thomas Calhoun, assistant provost at JSU; City Councilman Charles Tillman, Rico E. 
Chatman, JSU assistant professor and director of the Fannie Lou Hamer Institute at COFO; Sen. Sollie B. Norwood and Rickey Thigpen, executive vice 
president of Visit Jackson. PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. JONES
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Hinds County Attorney 
Sherri Flowers-Billups died 
Oct. 4, following a battle 
with cancer.

She was the first woman 
to become the attorney for 
Hinds County. She was cho-
sen in 2009 by the Hinds 
County Board of Supervisors 
to complete the term left va-
cant by Malcolm Harrison. 
Her obituary follows.

The evening of Oct. 4, 
2016, Sherri Muriel Flowers-
Billups passed away peace-
fully in her home, comforted 
by the love of her family. She 
was born February 26, 1968, 
the first of two children born 
to Henry and Limmie (Mc-
Quirter) Flowers. She lived 
in Clinton, Miss.

Flowers-Billups is a 1986 
graduate of St. Joseph High 
School. Post-high school, 
she continued her educa-
tion at Hampton University 
where she received a bache-

Jim Hill High 
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The 2016-2017 Mr. and Miss Jim Hill High School are Kam’Ron 
Bracey and Ma’Kayla Mitchell. PHOTO BY T. NIMOX/TEMAK SOUTH-
WESTERN
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lor of science degree in account-
ing. She also earned a master’s 
of business administration from 
the University of Mississippi 
and a law degree from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi School of 
Law.

She maintained a private 
practice with Sherri M. Flowers 
Law Office PLLC, specializing 
in family law, business law and 
personal injuries.

In November 2009, Sherri 
was appointed by the Hinds 
County Board of Supervisors as 
Hinds County attorney and was 
re-elected to that position for 
a four-year term in November 
2011. She also served as mu-
nicipal attorney for the town of 
Bolton, Miss.

Flowers-Billups was a mem-
ber of several professional orga-

nizations, including the Missis-
sippi Bar Association, Magnolia 
Bar Association (where she is 
also a former president), Na-
tional Bar Association, Ameri-
can Bar Association and Capitol 
Area County Bar Association; 
and she held board member-
ships and positions on the 
Young Lawyers Division of the 
Mississippi Bar Association and 
the Judicial Performance Com-
mittee, among others.

Her civic engagements in-
clude positions as the vice 
president of the Katherine Mur-
riel Education Foundation; 
NAACP; Board of Directors 
for the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Central Mississippi, Junior 
League of Jackson, and Clin-
ton (Miss.) Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.

Flowers-Billups is survived 
by her son, Kingston; parents, 
Henry and Limmie Flowers, 
and sister, Kriste. Her memory 
will be cherished by her family, 
friends and the community she 
so diligently served.

Services for Flowers-Billups 
will be held at Morrison Heights 
Baptist Church, 3000 Hamp-
stead Blvd., Clinton, at 3 pm, 
Saturday, Oct., 8.

Visitation will be held at Wes-
thaven Funeral Home, 3580 
Robinson Rd., Jackson, the eve-
ning prior at 6 pm.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
is asking for tax-deductible do-
nations to the Katherine Mur-
riel Education Fund – Kingston, 
Montessori Scholars’ Program.

Donations may be made on-
line at www.kmef.org.
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without full protection of the Vot-
ing Rights Act.

“Voter repression is alive and 
well,” Clarke said.

The Supreme Court decision in 
Shelby County v. Holder in 2013 
ruled Section 4(b) of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 unconstitu-
tional. Section 4(b) included the 
coverage formula to determine 
which states or local govern-
ments  needed clearance from the 
federal government before mak-
ing voting law changes. Section 5 

of the Act required certain juris-
dictions – specifically ones with 
histories of voter discrimination – 
to get the clearance. Without Sec-
tion 4(b) being in effect, Section 
5 became basically null.

While speaking at the United 
Latin American Citizens National 
Convention in July 2016, At-
torney General Loretta E. Lynch 
emphasized the far-reaching ef-
fects of Shelby County v Holder 
in that the Justice Department 
will “rely much more on local 

groups and individuals to alert us 
to potentially unlawful acts, since 
jurisdictions no longer have to 
self-report. 

“In the past, we have also re-
lied heavily on election observ-
ers – specially trained individuals 
who are authorized to enter poll-
ing locations and monitor the pro-
cess to ensure that it lives up to its 
legal obligations. Unfortunately, 
our use of observers is largely 
tied to the preclearance coverage 
formula that the Supreme Court 

found to be unconstitutional in 
Shelby County and so our ability 
to deploy them has been severely 
curtailed. Rest assured, we will 
continue to monitor elections to 
the extent that we can, but be-
cause of Shelby County, we will 
be sending out fewer people with 
fewer capabilities this Novem-
ber.”

Among efforts to combat voter 
suppression, Election Protection 
will send out field monitors in 
some states and partner with or-

ganizations in other states to en-
sure polls are monitored.

In Mississippi, the Mississippi 
State Conference NAACP has 
partnered with Election Protec-
tion to monitor polling places on 
Election Day. On Election Day, 
the NAACP will man a local call 
center to answer voters’ questions 
and field complaints about voter 
happenings anywhere in the state. 
With nearly 70 NAACP branches 
in the state, the organization will 
have foot soldiers on the grounds 

to monitor polls.
“We are maintaining a strong 

effort in Mississippi (which has 
had a) strong federal observer 
program in previous years,” 
Clarke said.

Election Protection seeks to 
specifically address how recent 
voting changes may impact the 
2016 election; how pollworkers, 
volunteers and voters can combat 
challenges to voting rights; and 
how minority voters can exercise 
their right to vote.

Moses attends 
marker 
unveiling
Bob Moses chats with an attendee after 
the unveiling of COFO’s Mississippi Free-
dom Trail Marker. PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. 
JONES



the auditorium and after-
ward Miss Jim Hill from 
the opposite side, many 
cell phone and digital and 
cameras were clicking as 
many stood to get a bet-
ter glance of the newly 
elected Mr. and Miss Jim 
Hill. Both Royal Majesties 
were very chic in their all-
white attire.

Mr. Jim Hill, a member 
of the baseball team, the 
national Honor Society 
and Mu Alpha Theta Math 
Honor Society, is the son 
of Ken Bracey and Lori 
Bracey, the grandson of 
Charlie and Fred Bracey 
and Cornlieus and Ora 
Brown.

Miss Jim Hill, a mem-
ber of the National Honor 
Society, JROTC and cap-
tain of the Drill Team, is 
the daughter of the late 
Jerry Mitchell Jr. and So-
nya Mitchell, the grand-
daughter of Leo Mason 
and the late Alice Mason, 
and Jerry and Lena Yvette 
Mitchell.

Kam’Ron Bracey and 
Ma’Kayla Mitchell, the 
2015-2017 Mr. and Miss 
Jim Hill were crowned by 
Isaiah Rush and Jazstiny 
Jackson, the outgoing Mr.  
and Miss Jim Hill. They 
were given the Royal Oath 
by Elbert Smith, school 

principal, and Reuben 
Banks, GSA student repre-
sentative.

Coordinators for the 
coronation were staff 
members La’Roy Merrick 
and Mary Dixon. Merrick 
said, “The students put in 
a lot of hard work and their 

hard work paid off.” He 
said the young men looked 
very handsome, and the 
young ladies looked beau-
tiful. Dixon said, “The 
coronation was so beauti-
ful and a great success.”

The moderator for the 
evening was Jim Hill stu-

dent James E. Lehaman.
Also participating was 

the Jim Hill JROTC Color 
Guard and the Drill Team, 
which performed a tribute 
to their captain, Miss Jim 
Hill.

Shaquelia Hayes per-
formed a special solo.

“The festival is definitely a multicultural experi-
ence,” said Pam Confer, director of Community and 
Public Relations at Nissan and founding board mem-
ber of LABA. “Latinfest brings people together from 
all walks of life to experience diversity in one day. 
Being a sponsor of Latinfest is a natural fit for Nissan. 
We are at the forefront of diversity, and Nissan has 
won diversity awards for years.”

The all-day event will include lots of fun, prizes 
and freebies for attendees. The first 500 people who 
arrive will receive a Cuban gift.

The “Sweet Taste of Latin America” takes place 
from 1-3 p.m. and is free with a Latinfest ticket. It 
will showcase Latin cuisine from 12 countries as well 
as Argentina, Colombia, Chile, Mexico, Puerto Rico, 
Brazil and Cuba. Local restaurants will serve as ven-
dors for the event.  

Live bands – Time to Move, Rumba Buena, Maria-
chis Jalisco and Treces del Sur – will perform. Salsa 
Mississippi of Jackson will hold dance demonstra-
tions and contests. Cuban dances, Samba presenta-
tions and a Nissan dance contest will also entertain 
attendees. 

The Canton Boys and Girls Club, One Church of 
Ridgeland and the Mississippi Professional Chapter 
of the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers 
will host an interactive Kids Zone. Kids will be able 
to hit pinatas and make their own slushies. 

In addition to Nissan, other sponsors include City 
of Canton, Canton Chamber, American Red Cross, 
BancorpSouth, Gray Daniels Nissan, Merit Health, 
Mississippi Arts Commission, LABA-Link and the 
Radio People.

LABA-Link aids Latino businesses by providing 
marketing support, mentoring and networking oppor-
tunities. In a press release, Israel Martinez, founder of 
LABA, spoke to the significance of providing a venue 
for celebrating rich culture. “With the ever-growing 
Latino population in Mississippi, Latinfest is an op-
portunity to bring all of our communities together for 
a fun, family friendly experience. Moving the festi-
val to Canton for the first time this year, we hope to 
develop stronger relationships with the large Latino 
community in Canton and encourage more residents 
in Madison County to enjoy the festivities,” Martinez 
said.

In past years, Latinfest was held in Jackson and 
Ridgeland. “Since Canton has such a large Lati-
no community, it’s important for them to celebrate 
where they are. Canton has a cornucopia of commu-
nities here,” Confer said.

A percentage of proceeds from the festival benefits 
the Red Cross of Mississippi. Festival organizers are 
still seeking volunteers to help with admission and 
other areas.

Tickets, band listings, complete schedule and how 
to volunteer are available online at www.latinfest.
org.

Jim Hill
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Jim Hill High School Royal Court. PHOTO BY T. NIMOX/TEMAK SOUTHWESTERN

Jim Hill High School JROTC. PHOTO BY KEVIN BRADLEY

Theodore Carter, 10, operates his lemon-
ade stand during the presidential debate 
watch party Monday. 

Latinfest
Continued from page 1
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Neddie Winters, president of 
Mission Mississippi and Deborah 
Bryant, first lady of Mississippi, 
moderated a distinguished panel 
of Mississippi’s church leaders 
from various denominations for the 
2016 Annual Racial Reconciliation 
Celebration Sept. 29, at the Jackson 
Convention Complex. The church 
leaders joined together to address 
the recent racial tensions and how 
the church can play a vital role in 
passing on a better legacy of race 
relations to the next generation. 
Bryant stated, “I am honored to 
help Mission Mississippi with 
this wonderful event to encourage 
more young people to experience 
racial reconciliation through the 
body of Christ. We must all live 
by His words to treat others the 
way that you would want to be 
treated.” Program participants 
included Gov. Phil Bryant, Bishop 
Joseph Campbell, Bishop Ronnie 
Crudup, Pastor Otis Moore, Pastor 
Duane Parker, Bishop Brian Seage 
and Bishop James Swanson.

Jackson Municipal Airport 
Authority recently announced 
the elections of its new Board 
of Commissioners chairman 
and vice-chairman.

Evelyn O. Reed, B.B.A., 
M.B.A. was elected chairman 
and Rosie L.T. Pridgen, Ph.D., 
was elected vice-chairman at 
the annual elections for officers 
held Sept. 22.

Prior to her election as chair-
man, Reed was as a member of 
the JMAA Board of Commis-
sioners since her appointment 
in December 2013. Reed was 
elected to the position of vice-
chairman in February 2014, a 
position she held through the 
appointed term.

Her stated objective as chair-
man of JMAA is to promote 
public awareness of airports 
as economic generators for 
their communities. Follow-
ing her election, Reed asserted 
“JMAA’s Mission is to connect 
Jackson to the world, and the 
world to Jackson. Our Strategic 
Plan 2021, sets the direction 
for JMAA, identifying oppor-
tunities for growth and devel-
opment. JMAA’s goals are to 
be an employer of choice, fund 
today and tomorrow, provide 
first in class customer servic-
es, expand and diversify our 
air service program, build and 
maintain facilities and equip-
ment to support the air travel-
ing public, and engage, encour-
age and support Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprises and small 
local businesses.”

In addition to serving as 
chairman of the JMAA Board 
of Commissioners, Reed will 
continue to provide her exper-
tise as an active member of the 
Commissioners Committee and 
the Business Diversity Com-
mittee for the Airports Council 
International-North America 
where she serves with more 
than 400 airport board mem-

bers and commissioners. In her 
capacity as liaison to the Mar-
keting and Communications 
Committee, Reed assists in the 
development of aviation-relat-
ed educational and policy pro-
grams for ACI-NA members. 
A civic and community leader, 
Reed is a graduate and a class 
representative of Leadership 
Greater Jackson and a graduate 
of Leadership Madison Coun-
ty. She serves as secretary for 
the Board of Directors for the 
Mississippi Association for the 
Preservation of the Smith Rob-
ertson Cultural Arts Museum, 
board member of the historic 
Alamo Theater. She is an active 
member of the Rho Lambda 
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kap-
pa Alpha Sorority, Incorporat-
ed; the Capital City Toastmas-
ters; Jackson State University 
National Alumni Association; 
and the Margaret Walker Alex-
ander Center Board at Jackson 
State University. 

Rosie L.T. Pridgen, Ph.D., 
immediate past chairman, was 
appointed to JMAA the Board 
of Commissioners in Septem-
ber 2014.  Pridgen was elected 
chairman in September 2015, 
and will continue her service 
with the JMAA Board of Com-
missioners as vice-chairman. 

Pridgen stated “I look for-
ward to continuing to work 
with our new chair, and my 

fellow commissioners, CEO 
Newman, JMAA staff, the 
community and other partners 
to help ensure that we strategi-
cally plan and work to make 
Hawkins Field and Jackson 
Medgar Wiley Evers interna-
tional Airport key players in 
community and economic de-
velopment.” 

Pridgen is a Mississippi na-
tive and a Golden Life Mem-
ber of Zeta Phi Beta Soror-
ity, Incorporated, Alpha Delta 
Zeta Chapter. She retired as 
superintendent of the Missis-
sippi School for the Blind after 
serving 15 years in that capac-
ity. When Pridgen assumed 
the position of superintendent 
of the Mississippi School for 
the Blind, she became the first 
female and the second Afri-
can American to serve as su-
perintendent of the 10th old-
est school for the blind in the 
country.

Pridgen also served as inter-
im superintendent of the Mis-
sissippi School for the Deaf for 
two and a-half years (Novem-
ber, 2006 – May, 2009) while 
concurrently serving as super-
intendent of the Mississippi 
School for the Blind. She is a 
graduate of Leadership Greater 
Jackson, an avid volunteer and 
a supporter of programs and 
projects that aim to improve 
individuals and communities. 

Jackson Municipal Airport 
Authority elects Reed as 
chair, Pridgen as vice chair

Mission Mississippi hosts Racial 
Reconciliation Celebration Summitt
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As the new school year ramps 
up, Clinton High School stu-
dents and teachers are ramping 
up their new technology pro-
vided by Continental Tire the 
Americas, LLC. The company’s 
$15,000 donation helped CHS 
purchase Apple TVs for each 
classroom to enhance the con-
nection between student and 
teacher devices to create more 
interactive learning opportuni-
ties.

“Continental has an excellent 
reputation for supporting the 
communities it is in and when 
we heard the company is com-
ing to our town, we were ex-
cited,” said Clinton High School 
Principal Anthony Goins, Ed.S. 
“As a technology-driven dis-
trict, we are always looking for 

ways to help prepare our kids for 
the digital world in which they 
will live and provide the best 
resources to help our teachers 
inside the classrooms.”

In the Clinton Public School 
District, all students use Apple 
laptops or iPads as part of the 
1:1 Digital Learning Initiative. 
Every teacher uses a MacBook 
laptop and each student is sup-
plied a Mac device in the class-
room.

In addition to Apple TVs, the 
school purchased new projectors 
to allow easy communication 
and connectivity. The technol-
ogy will better integrate each 
classroom by enabling teachers 
to connect their MacBook lap-
tops wirelessly to project their 
lessons and be more mobile 
within the classroom environ-

ment.
Earlier this year, Continental 

announced its selection of Hinds 
County, Mississippi as the site 
for a commercial vehicle tire 
plant. The company’s long-term 
investment is expected to total 
approximately $1.4 billion and 
bring 2,500 new jobs to Central 
Mississippi.

“We are grateful for the sup-
port we’ve received from the 
local community and the warm 
welcome from the Clinton 
School District,” said Grant Bo-
vim, Continental project man-
ager.

“Clinton High School is an ex-
emplary school. It is important 
for us to support the communi-
ties we serve and the continued 
advancement of our youth and 
technologies.”

Continental donates 
$15,000 to Clinton H.S. 
for wireless technology

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Allene Vinzant uses Apple TV and projector technology in her Latin class at Clinton High School.



Merit Health Medical Group to-
day announced Dr. Almois Moha-
mad joined as a board certified in-
terventional cardiologist. 

“Dr. Mohamad’s skill set is vital 
to Mississippi residents who need 
improved access to quality cardio-
vascular care,” said Dr. Greg Oden, 
chief medical fficer, Merit Health.

Mohamad has been practicing in-
terventional cardiology in the Jack-
son area for the last three years and 
to-date, has performed over 1,000 
cases. He completed his cardiology 
fellowship, residency and internal 
medicine internship at the Medical 
College of Georgia where he also 
served as Chief Cardiology Fellow.

Mohamad is an active researcher 
in both the basic and clinical sci-
ences. His work was recently pub-
lished in several peer reviewed 
journals including The Annals of 
Thoracic Surgery, The Texas Heart 
Institute Journal and The Journal of 
Clinical & Experimental Cardiol-
ogy.

He is a member of the American 
College of Cardiology, American 
College of Physicians, American 
Medical Association, Southern 
Medical Association, Society of 
Cardiovascular Angiography and 
Interventions, American Society of 
Nuclear Cardiology and Sudanese 
Doctors’ Union. 

“With five accredited Chest Pain 
Centers, Merit Health is thrilled Dr. 
Mohamad will be treating our pa-
tients and lending his expertise to 
our expanding cardiovascular ser-
vice line,” said Oden.

Merit Health Central and Merit 
Health River Region are accredited 
as Chest Pain Centers with PCI, 
and Merit Health Madison, Merit 
Health Rankin and Merit Health 
River Oaks are accredited as Chest 
Pain Centers by the Society of Car-
diovascular Patient Care, an insti-
tute of the American College of 
Cardiology. Merit Health Rankin 
is also accredited for Heart Failure 
(HF) v2.0. 

Mohamad will be performing 
catheterization laboratory proce-
dures at Merit Health Central and is 
now seeing patients at the follow-
ing locations: 

Flowood: 1040 River Oaks 
Drive, Suite 100 (601-933-5417) 
Brandon: 346 Crossgates Blvd., 
Suite 102 (601-825-5000) 

Students in schools throughout Mis-
sissippi may not be old enough to cast a 
ballot on Nov. 8, but they will not be left 
out of 2016 General Election festivities.

Promote the Vote, the Secretary of 
State’s comprehensive K-12 voter edu-
cation program, is in full swing. This 
year’s theme, “My Voice, My Vote,” 
highlights the importance of voting to 
our democracy and how one ballot truly 
can make a difference in an election.

The pinnacle event for Promote the 
Vote is a mock election for U.S. Presi-
dent, which will run Oct. 4-27. Mock 
ballots for the Promote the Vote election 
are now available for download on the 
Secretary of State’s web site. More than 

120 schools with 50,000 students have 
registered to participate in Promote the 
Vote. Schools may still sign up to par-
ticipate.

Once students vote for their candi-
date using the mock ballot, teachers or 
administrators should tally and transmit 
their classroom or school vote totals by 
e-mail to ptv@sos.ms.gov by 5 p.m. 
Oct. 27. Results of the Promote the Vote 
mock election will be available in No-
vember.

“The mock ballot this year looks very 
similar to the ballot Mississippi voters 
will actually see at the polls on Elec-
tion Day,” Secretary of State Delbert 
Hosemann said. Aside from the mock 
election, Promote the Vote includes a 

variety of contests for students in kin-
dergarten through the 12th grade. Con-
tests include visual arts, essays, editori-
als and advertising categories, among 
others. Entries will be accepted through 
Dec. 5, and winners will be recognized 
in a ceremony at the Mississippi State 
Capitol in February 2017.

Grade-level lesson plans and down-
loadable activity sheets are also made 
available to teachers through Promote 
the Vote to facilitate the incorporation 
of information about the General Elec-
tion and the voting process into the cur-
riculum.

For more information go to http://
www.sos.ms.gov/Applications/Pages/
PTV_home.aspx.

Board certified interventional 
cardiologist, Almois Mohamad, joins 
Merit Health Medical Group

2016 Promote the Vote Mock Ballot available for download 
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The Fannie Lou Hamer Institute @ 
COFO: Human and Civil Rights Inter-
disciplinary Education Center, recently 
received a $216,000 grant supported 
by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities to conduct a summer insti-
tute for university and college teachers 
to study the Mississippi Civil Rights 
Movement.

The NEH is a federal agency that sup-
ports enrichment opportunities at colleg-
es, universities and cultural institutions, 
so that faculty can work in collabora-
tion and study with experts in humani-
ties disciplines. The summer institute is 
titled “Mississippi in the National Civil 
Rights Narrative” and will be held over 
a three-week program at Jackson State 
University from June 11-30, 2017. The 
summer institute highlights the various 
narratives of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, while bringing the Mississippi 
and national stories together.

On Oct. 6, the Hamer Institute part-
nered with the Fannie Lou Hamer Me-
morial Garden and Museum Founda-
tion in celebrating the 99th birthday of 
Fannie Lou Hamer in Ruleville. Hamer 
was a civil rights leader who was born 
and raised in Mississippi and was in-
strumental in forming the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party and leading 
the MFDP delegates to challenge the 
all-white Mississippi delegation at the 
1964 National Convention held in At-
lantic City. In recognition of this great 
civil rights icon, the Fannie Lou Hamer 
Institute @ COFO will begin celebrat-
ing and commemorating the centennial 
of Fannie Lou Hamer through a series of 
programming and exhibitions beginning 
in January 2017.

On Oct. 13, the Fannie Lou Hamer In-
stitute@ COFO will host “Mississippi’s 
Spanish Heritage: Selected Writings, 
1492-1798.” JSU instructor Esperanza 
Velásquez and MDOT archaeologist 
Lizbeth Velásquez will present “Missis-
sippi’s Spanish Heritage: Selected Writ-
ings, 1492-1798.” This presentation will 
explore the Spanish encounter in Mis-
sissippi and how it left its mark.

The presentation is co-sponsored by 
JSU’s Department of History and Phi-
losophy and the Mississippi Hispanic 

Association in commemoration of His-
panic Heritage Month (Sept. 15 – Oct. 
15) and Archaeology Month (October).  
The event is free and open to the general 
public.

On Nov. 9, at 6 p.m., the Fannie Lou 
Hamer Institute @ COFO will host a 
film screening of “The 30th of May.” For 
over 100 years, the city of Natchez had 
two Memorial Day celebrations – one 
black and one white. By the mid-1990s, 
the white celebration faded away, while 
the black celebration known as the “30th 
of May” continued to march on.

Virtually unknown outside of the re-
gion, this annual event is passed down 
from generation to generation giving 
evidence that the roots of patriotism run 
deep in the Mississippi River towns of 
Vidalia, La. and Natchez.

On Nov. 10, at 6 p.m., the Fannie Lou 
Hamer Institute @ COFO will host a 
Parent Town Hall discussion. Recently, 
the Mississippi Department of Educa-
tion cited Jackson Public Schools for 
violating 22 of its 32 accreditation stan-
dards, including high school graduates 
not meeting state standards, numerous 
fights, late-running buses, unsafe build-
ings, unqualified teachers and a problem 
with disciplinary decisions by princi-
pals. In Jackson communities, violent 
crime is at 80 on a scale from 1 to 100. 
Property crime is at 81. What role can 
parents and community members play 
to become change agents for our com-
munities?

This Town Hall will be an open event 
for parents to discuss with Jackson Pub-
lic School officials, city administrators, 
and law enforcement how to alleviate 
the issues of our school districts and 
communities.

Finally, on Nov. 28, at 6 p.m., the Fan-
nie Lou Hamer Institute @ COFO will 
host a forum titled “Saving Our Girls.” 
This will be an event for middle and 
high school girls and their mothers. The 
panel for this discussion will be orga-
nizers, leaders and teachers that have a 
vested interest in helping young women 
become effective leaders, build a higher 
self-esteem and develop self-worth.

For more information on these and 
other upcoming events, visit www.
JSUMS.edu/HamerInstitute.

Several events planned at 
Fannie Lou Hamer Institute
The Mississippi Link Newswire

One Voice celebrates 
10 years of community 
empowerment 

One Voice’s ninth Annual Mississippi Black 
Leadership Summit continues a journey through 
community engagement, development and advocacy 
with the event Oct. 20-21, at the Jackson Downtown 
Marriott.

MBLS is an event where individuals involved in the 
solution creation process in Mississippi can weigh in on 
the real issues facing their unique communities as well 
the larger general community. #MBLS2016 sessions 
will address issues surrounding social justice, state 
government takeover attempts and predictions of the 
future of civic engagement. One of the highlighted 
speakers of the event is Mayor Stephen Benjamin of 
Columbia, S.C.

One of the speakers at the 2016 National Democratic 
Convention, Benjamin has been recognized in his city 
and nationally for his work in community strengthening 

and building. Benjamin has been deemed a leader 
of My Brother’s Keeper, President Barack Obama’s 
initiative designed to empower young boys and men 
of color. The mayor was also recognized nationally 
for representing popular radio personality Tom Joyner 
in securing a posthumous pardon for Joyner’s great 
uncles who were wrongfully convicted in the murder of 
a confederate veteran in 1913.

MBLS is free and open to the public, but registration 
is required. Registration is provided on onsite; 
however, preregistrants will receive first preferences. 
Preregistration closes Oct. 10. Special hotel rates are 
available for anyone who books by Oct. 9. To register 
visit www.onevoicems.org.

Next meeting of Hinds 
County Human Resource 
Agency set for Oct. 19

Hinds County Human Resource Agency will host its 
next monthly Board of Directors meeting at 7 p.m. Oct. 
19, at its Central Office located at 258 Maddox Road, 
Jackson.

The public is invited to attend.  The final two meeting 
dates for this year are Nov. 16 and Dec. 21.

For more information, call (601) 923-1838

Operation Shoestring plans 
open house for Lights On 
Afterschool 

On Oct. 20, Operation Shoestring will hold an open 
house as part of Lights On Afterschool, a nationwide 
rally for after-school programs that is expected to 
include some 7,500 events this year. In all, one million 
Americans are expected to join in events across the 
country to draw attention to the need for more after-
school programs.

Operation Shoestring’s Lights On Afterschool event 
will be held at its 1711 Bailey Avenue location from 3 – 5 
p.m. The event will include a presentation of Mississippi 
Gov. Phil Bryant’s Proclamation of Lights on Afterschool 
Day, as well as a chance for attendees to participate 
alongside Operation Shoestring’s youth in the after-
school activities that will be underway as a part of its 
regular programming. Operation Shoestring currently 

serves around 250 youth in central Jackson, providing 
them a safe place to go after the school day ends.

Operation Shoestring parents, donors, volunteers 
and partners are invited to attend, as well as 
anyone who wishes to show their support for after-
school in Mississippi. For further information about 
the event, contact Robert Langford at (601) 353-
6336 or rlangford@operationshoestring.org. For 
more information about Lights On Afterschool or 
about afterschool programs in general, visit www.
afterschoolalliance.org.

Jackson Fire Department’s 
Fallen Fire Fighters Memorial 
Service set

 
The Jackson Fire Department will have a memorial 

service in memory of fallen firefighters at 10 a.m. Oct. 
12 at the Greater Jackson Chamber Partnership, 201 
South President Street in Jackson.

Lunch will be served inside of the first floor 
conference room, immediately after the memorial 
service. 

N E W S  B R I E F S

Dr. Mohamad
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The Mississippi Arts Com-
mission recently announced the 
recipients of the 2017 Gover-
nor’s Arts Awards. Established 
in 1988, Governor’s Arts Awards 
are given to individuals and or-
ganizations for the excellence of 
their work in a wide variety of art 
forms including visual, literary, 
and performing arts, and commu-
nity development through the arts 
in Mississippi.

The 2017 recipients and 
awards are as follows: Sammy 
Britt, Excellence in Visual Art; 
Bill Ferris, Lifetime Achieve-
ment; Vasti Jackson, Arts Ambas-
sador; Lucy Janoush, Arts Patron; 
Jaimoe, Excellence in Music; and 
The Mississippi Opera Associa-
tion, Artistic Excellence.

The 2017 recipients will be 
recognized at the 29th annual 
Governor’s Arts Awards ceremo-
ny at the Old Capitol Museum in 
downtown Jackson at 6 p.m. Feb. 
16. A public reception at 4:30 
p.m. will precede the awards.

“Because these six recipients 
have made a significant and last-
ing impact on our state’s arts cul-
ture, it is fitting to recognize them 
during Mississippi’s Bicenten-
nial celebration,” said Malcolm 

White, executive director of the 
Mississippi Arts Commission. 
“During this milestone year, 
Governor’s Arts Awards will re-
turn to the Old Capitol Museum. 
This beautiful public building 
hosted the inaugural awards in 
1988 and represents the founding 
and history of our state.” Gover-
nor’s Arts Awards were held at 
the Old Capitol Museum until the 
building was damaged by Hurri-
cane Katrina in 2005.

Britt is a native of Ruleville and 
longtime resident of Cleveland, 
is recognized as one of Missis-
sippi’s leading art educators and 
painters. He taught painting and 
drawing at Delta State University 
for more than 35 years, known 
for his studies of natural light and 
color in the Delta landscape.

Ferris is a scholar, author, 
documentary filmmaker and the 
founding director of the nation-
ally recognized Center for the 
Study of Southern Culture at the 
University of Mississippi, the 
first regional studies center in the 
country. Ferris grew up on a farm 
south of Vicksburg. In 1997, Fer-
ris became chair of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
under President Bill Clinton. He 
continues to be one of the coun-

try’s preeminent scholars on the 
American South.

Jackson is a world-renowned 
guitarist, vocalist, producer and 
cultural ambassador for Missis-
sippi. Growing up in McComb, 
Jackson began playing in church-
es and juke joints and has since 
brought Mississippi’s musical 
heritage to several continents. 
He was named a Mississippi 
Living Blues Legend in 2011, 
was inducted into the Missis-

sippi Musicians Hall of Fame in 
2012 and was appointed a Mis-
sissippi Cultural Ambassador in 
2014. During his 40-year career, 
the Hattiesburg native has led 
programming in schools to intro-
duce children to music, opened 
for B.B. King, and performed for 
the United Nations as a member 
of the Playing for Change band, 
a music collective whose mission 
is to create peace through music.

Janoush is president of the 

Cleveland Music Foundation, 
which brought the GRAMMY 
Museum Mississippi to Cleve-
land. For five years, Janoush 
gathered the people, built the 
vision and coordinated millions 
of dollars in contributions to es-
tablish the only GRAMMY Mu-
seum outside of Los Angeles. The 
27,000 square-foot museum is 
housed at Delta State University 
and is dedicated to exploring the 
past, present and future of music 
while casting a spotlight on the 
deep musical roots of Missis-
sippi. 

Jaimoe, born in Ocean Springs 
and raised in Gulfport, is a found-
ing member of the Allman Broth-
ers Band, widely acknowledged 
as one of rock music’s most tal-
ented and influential groups. Jai-
moe also plays drums and tours 
with groups including Jaimoe’s 
Jasssz Band and Les Brers. The 
Allman Brothers Band was in-
ducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in 1995, the same 
year the band received a GRAM-
MY for Best Rock Instrumental 
Performance for “Jessica.” In 
2015 Jaimoe was inducted into 
the Mississippi Musicians Hall of 
Fame, and the Mississippi Blues 
Trail placed a historic marker in 

North Gulfport, where he started 
his storied musical career.

The Mississippi Opera Asso-
ciation was founded in Jackson 
in 1945 and is the state’s only 
professional opera company. It 
is a founding member of Opera 
America and the ninth oldest 
continuing opera company in the 
United States. 

Schools, businesses, organiza-
tions, arts initiatives and events 
are eligible to receive Governor’s 
Arts Awards, in addition to indi-
vidual artists and supporters of 
the arts. Notable past recipients 
include B.B. King, Eudora Welty, 
the Center for the Study of South-
ern Culture and the USA Interna-
tional Ballet Competition.

Recipients do not have to re-
side in Mississippi, but they must 
have significant ties to the state 
through some years of residency. 
After the general public submits 
nominations, a group of industry 
peers review the submitted infor-
mation and select the recipients.

Donor contributions help MAC 
make Governor’s Arts Awards a 
special occasion for those hon-
ored.Those interested in spon-
soring February’s event, should 
contact communications@arts.
ms.gov.

Mississippi Arts Commission announces 
2017 Governor’s Arts Awards recipients

Since the Affordable Care Act 
became law, millions of Ameri-
cans gained coverage or found 
more affordable options thanks 
to premium tax credits available 
through the Health Insurance 
Marketplace.

On Oct. 4, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services released data showing 
that 22,000 Mississippi residents 
who currently purchase off-Mar-
ketplace individual market cov-
erage may qualify for tax credits 
if they shop for 2017 coverage 
through the Marketplace. Na-
tionally, the report finds that 
2.5 million Americans who cur-
rently purchase off-Marketplace 
individual market coverage may 
qualify for tax credits.

“More than nine million 
Americans already receive fi-
nancial assistance through the 
Health Insurance Marketplace 
to help keep coverage afford-
able, but today’s data show mil-
lions more Americans could 
benefit,” said Secretary Sylvia 
M. Burwell. “We encourage 
everyone to check out their op-

tions on HealthCare.gov or their 
state Marketplace and see if they 
qualify for financial assistance. 
Marketplace consumers who 
qualify for financial assistance 
usually have the option to buy 
coverage with a premium of less 
than $75 per month.”

The analysis estimates that 
about 6.9 million individuals 
currently purchase health insur-
ance in the off-Marketplace in-
dividual market. Of those, about 
1.9 million either have incomes 
that would qualify them for 
Medicaid or place them in the 
Medicaid coverage gap or are in-
eligible to purchase Marketplace 
coverage due to immigration sta-
tus, while the remainder could 
enroll in Marketplace qualified 
health plans.

Counting both Marketplace 
and off-Marketplace consumers, 

more than 70 percent of all QHP-
eligible individuals currently 
insured through the individual 
market have incomes that could 
qualify them for tax credits.

Many consumers remain un-
aware of the financial assistance 
available to them through the 
Marketplace. For example, a re-
cent Commonwealth Fund sur-
vey found that only 52 percent of 
uninsured adults were aware that 
financial assistance is available 
through the Marketplaces.

Tax credits available through 
the Marketplace are designed to 
both improve affordability and 
protect consumers from the im-
pact of rate increases. Consum-
ers may be eligible if their in-
comes are between 100 and 400 
percent of the federal poverty 
level (about $100,000 for a fam-
ily of four). If all premiums in an 

area go up, the large majority of 
Marketplace consumers will not 
have to pay more because tax 
credits will increase in parallel. 
A recent HHS analysis  found 
that, in a hypothetical scenario 
where all 2017 rates increased 
by 25 percent, 73 percent of 
current Marketplace consumers 
would be able to purchase cover-
age for less than $75 per month 
thanks to tax credits.

During the upcoming Open 
Enrollment, HHS will be plac-
ing new emphasis on making 
sure people currently buying 
individual market coverage off-
Marketplace know their options. 
For example:

For the first time, our deci-
sions about where to target our 
outreach efforts – from regional 
TV and radio to search and digi-
tal marketing – will be based in 
part on where we can reach these 
consumers, supplementing our 
continued use of data to target 
the remaining uninsured.

 ▪ We are strengthening our re-
lationships with agents and bro-
kers. Agents and brokers are a 
critical channel for reaching off-

Marketplace consumers, who 
often purchase coverage with 
the help of an agent or broker. 
Changes this year, such as offer-
ing agents and brokers new Mar-
ketplace training tools and faster 
registration, will make it easier 
for agents and brokers to enroll 
people in Marketplace plans.  
Improvements to agent and bro-
ker education and resources will 
ensure that they and their cus-
tomers know all their options.

 ▪ We are working with issuers 
to provide consumers with more 
and better information about the 
Marketplace. This includes up-
dating standard notices to make 
them shorter, simpler, and more 
user friendly.

 ▪ We are making it easier for 
issuers to facilitate transitions 
from a parents’ plan into the 
Marketplace. Specifically, recent 
guidance from the Department 
of Labor makes clear that the 
sponsors of employer plans can  
provide additional information 
that will help young adults un-
derstand their options and enroll 
in Marketplace coverage as ap-
propriate.

The FAA through the Air-
port Improvement Program and 
MDOT awarded grant funds to 
support airfield construction proj-
ects at both the Jackson-Medgar 
Wiley Evers International Air-
port and Hawkins Field Airport. 
FAA provided $17,216,361, and 
MDOT contributed $200,000, 
toward the cost of resurfacing of 
the West Runway, and portions 
of parallel taxiway Alpha at JAN.

AIP funds in the amount 
of $320,161, and $17,787, in 
MDOT funds, will be used to re-
surface the aircraft parking apron 
at HKS, adjacent to the historic 
terminal building. Work on the 
runway at JAN will commence 
at the beginning of 2017, while 

the project at HKS is scheduled 
to begin in November 2016.

Rosie L.T. Pridgen, vice-chair-
man of the Jackson Municipal 
Airport Authority, responded to 
the confirmation of the award 
with the following: “Our air-
ports are key economic drivers. 
The Board of Commissioners of 
the Jackson Municipal Airport 
Authorit made a commitment to 
the community to fund today and 
tomorrow and ensure our airports 
have safe and well developed air-
fields to sustain and enhance our 
ability to provide commercial, 
military and general aviation ser-
vices. With the assistance of the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
and the Mississippi Department 
of Transportation Aeronautics 

Division, we are able make ad-
ditional progress to achieve those 
goals.” 

The AIP grants are made avail-
able to public agencies for the 
planning and development of 
public-use airports that are in-
cluded in the National Plan of 
Integrated Airport Systems. For 
small primary and reliever air-
ports, the grant covers 90 percent 
of eligible costs, based on statu-
tory requirements.

Eligible projects include those 
improvements related to enhanc-
ing airport safety, capacity, secu-
rity, and environmental concerns. 
MDOT grants are generally 
made available to support the 10 
percent share requirement asso-
ciated with AIP grants. 

Mississippi consumers to evaluate marketplace 
options during upcoming open enrollment

Jackson Municipal Airport 
Authority awarded $17,754,309 in 
infrastructure improvement grants 
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Southern Black Business Associa-
tion is hosting a five-state business 
conference Oct. 21-22 in Shreveport, 
La., titled Connecting Small Busi-
ness Owners and Career Profession-
als throughout the Regional South.

Small business owners and career 
professionals will travel from Arkan-
sas, Mississippi, Texas and Tennes-
see to Louisiana to connect and take 
part in this informative event.

Attendees can hear from business 
executives, aspiring entrepreneurs, 
government agencies, elected offi-
cials, members of the faith commu-
nities and others.

The conference will offer to at-
tendees a business card reception, 
workshops on black travel and tour-
ism, business branding, business 
inclusion opportunities, workplace 
diversity, social media marketing, 
business lending, preparation for a 
new career and connecting estab-
lished business owners with new 
tech savvy individual.

To secure your exhibit space call 
(318) 654-4089 or download a regis-
tration Form at SBBAExpo.com 

Black Business 
Conference attracting 
attendees from 
southern states
The Mississippi Link NewswireAmericans can sign up for affordable health plans that meet their needs 

and their budgets at HealthCare.gov or their state Marketplace websites 
beginning Nov. 1. Open Enrollment runs through Jan. 31, 2017. Health 
coverage can start as soon as Jan. 1, 2017 for consumers who sign up 
by Dec. 15, 2016.

GET READY TO ENROLL

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Governor’s Arts Awards is set for for p.m. Feb. 16, 2017 at the Old 
Capitol Museum in Jackson.



Debra McGee, senior vice presi-
dent/director of Minority Business 
Development at Bank Plus, present-
ed a donation of $300 to the Rowan 
Academy of Achievement Middle 
School recently.

The funds will be used for student 
enrichment activities.

McGee stated she wanted to make 
sure she and her company were giv-
ing back to the community.

“With community supporters such 
as these, RA will be able to partici-
pate, as well as excel, in a host of 
scholarly activities for the 2016-
2017 school year,” said Principal 
Larry Armstrong. “Thank you so 
much, Bank Plus, for your generos-
ity.”

Rowan is one of 13 middle schools 

in the Jackson Public School Dis-
trict, serving students in grades 7-8. 
The school is in the first year of tran-
sitioning to an achievement school 
model designed to help scholars of 

middle school age to catch up and 
graduate on time with their peers. 

The program emphasizes targeted 
interventions, small class sizes and 
meaningful parental engagement.

The LeFleur’s Bluff 
Chapter of the Links, In-
corporated presented a 
check for $13,000 at a 
meeting of the Jackson 
Public School District 
Board Sept. 20, to estab-
lish an account for a long-
term commitment with the 
district to raise and donate 
funds to support our stu-
dents and the JPS Summer 
Reading initiative.

“What we are antici-
pating doing is servicing 
more students and get-
ting them technologi-
cally savvy,” said Bettye 
Graves, president of the 
LeFleur’s Bluff Chapter 
of the Links, Incorporat-
ed. “We want to be able 
to give the students not 
only the books they need, 
but we want to give them 
e-books and something 
to read them on such as a 
Kindle.”

The Links plan to in-
crease the amount donated 
to the account each year.

Superintendent Ced-

rick Gray presented the 
LeFleur’s Bluff Chapter 
of the Links, Incorporated 
with the Superintendent’s 
Bow Tie Award for their 
commitment to support-
ing the scholars of the 
Jackson Public School 
District.

“It is a very rare but 
special occasion that we 
honor those who have 

supported the district’s ef-
fort for many, many years, 
and so it is with great hon-
or and tremendous respect 
for the work that you have 
done thus far, we want 
to present you with the 
Superintendent’s Bowtie 
Award,” said Gray.

The LeFleur’s Bluff 
Chapter of the Links pre-
sented a donation of more 

than 30 laptop computers 
to Rowan Middle School 
last school year. Students 
used the devices for on-
line testing.

For the past few years, 
Just Raring to Read, an-
other of the organization’s 
initiatives, has raised 
more than $50,000 in sup-
port of summer reading in 
Jackson Public Schools.

Mississippi Link Newswire

8 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comOCTOBER 6 - 12, 2016

City Gear makes $1,000 donation, 
shoes to Provine basketball team

City Gear recently visited Provine High School and presented the boys basketball team with 
Jordan Rising High 2 basketball shoes and Jordan backpacks. The team also received a $1,000 
donation from City Gear as part of their Sole School program.

In an effort to strengthen its bond within communities, City Gear established the City Gear Sole 
School program. City Gear partners with neighborhood schools to give back to the community. 
Part of the Sole School Partnership is promoting academic excellence and encouraging young 
athletes to stay in school, make great grades, graduate and plan for a career.

The National Federation of Indepen-
dent Business (NFIB) Young Entrepreneur 
Foundation announced that its scholarship 
application for the 2017 NFIB Young En-
trepreneur Awards is now open through 
Dec. 18.

High school seniors who run their own 
business and plan to attend a two- or four-
year university, college, or vocational in-
stitute during the fall of 2017 are eligible 
to apply.

Students may apply at www.NFIB.com/
YEA.

“These young entrepreneurial talents are 
the future of our nation and it’s so impor-
tant that we acknowledge and reward their 
creative and innovative spirits and tireless 
work ethic,” said director of NFIB’s Young 
Entrepreneur Foundation, Molly Young. 
“NFIB’s Young Entrepreneur Founda-
tion is proud to award 100 of our nation’s 
most impressive young business leaders 
with scholarships to encourage them to 
continue to build on their entrepreneurial 
dreams.”

The NFIB Young Entrepreneur Founda-
tion offers scholarships that recognize high 
school seniors who have demonstrated en-
trepreneurial spirit and initiative through 
having established and run their own busi-

nesses.
The scholarship program’s goal is to 

raise awareness among the nation’s youth 
of the critical role that private enterprise 
and entrepreneurship play in the American 
economy.

Thanks to Visa Inc. and other small busi-
ness supporters, ninety-five scholarship 
winners will receive a $2,000 award, and 
five students will be chosen as Young En-
trepreneur of the Year Award finalists and 
will attend an event in Washington, D.C.

The Young Entrepreneur of the Year re-
cipient will receive $15,000, the Dan Dan-
ner Leadership Award winner will receive 
$15,000 and the remaining three finalists 
will each receive $5,000.

What do students need to know?
 • Students are able to apply through 

Dec. 18.
 • The independent selection commit-

tee will review all applications and select 
semi-finalists. Semi-finalists will be noti-
fied by mid-January.

 • Semi-finalists must be interviewed by 
an NFIB member, who will be assigned to 
each semi-finalist.

 • The Award recipients are selected by 
an independent scholarship organization. 
Scholarships are merit-based, not based on 
financial need.

Students with their own 
businesses can apply now 
for NFIB scholarships

The LeFleur’s Bluff Chapter of the Links, Incorporated presented a check for $13,000 to 
Jackson Public Schools to help improve literacy among scholars.

McGee

Jackson Public Schools 
scholars and their families, JPS 
educators and administrators, 
and other attendees gathered 
at the Mississippi Children’s 
Museum Sept. 8, for the annual 
Summer Reading Celebration.

The fall fete recognized JPS 
elementary and middle school 
high-volume readers. Each 
awardee received complimen-
tary admission to the museum 
for themselves and two adult 
guests along with refreshments 
and access to all of the muse-
um’s exhibits. A dance, which 
included a live professional DJ, 
was put on at the museum for 
the middle school students.

The JPS scholars who read 
the most books in each division 
by grade level received a medal 
and a Kindle e-reader supplied 
by The LeFleur’s Bluff Chapter 
of the Links, Inc.

The JPS Top Readers are:
 • Mary Latham, Spann El-

ementary,101 books
 • De’Nahjae Trimble, Pecan 

Park Elementary,100 books
 • Jamondre Oatis, Davis IB 

Elementary,100 books
 • Olasike Olatera-Olal, 

Northwest IB Middle, 98 books
 • Irish Stokes, Jim Hill High, 

123 books
Irish Stokes, the high school 

Top Reader from Jim Hill, also 
won the first-ever Rickey Smi-
ley Challenge. The Rickey Smi-
ley Foundation awarded Stokes 
with a prize package consisting 
of overnight hotel accommoda-

tions in Atlanta, four tickets to 
Six Flags Over Atlanta and a 
textbook stipend to the college 
of her choice. She and nine oth-
er high-volume readers at the 
high school level will receive 

two free complimentary tickets 
to their schools’ football games.

Four schools were recognized 
for having read the most books. 
Together, these schools read a 
combined total of 16,794 books 
with 1,410 readers participat-
ing. School winners for each 
division, elementary, middle, 
and high, for 2016-2017 are:

 • Lake Elementary and Davis 
IB Elementary

 • Northwest IB Middle 
School

 • Murrah High School
JPS schools read a total of 

34,698 books during the sum-
mer months.

The JPS summer reading 
program kicked off with a read-
ing pep rally at Murrah High 
School last spring where hun-
dreds of students gathered for 
the festivities, which included 
performances by cheerleaders 
and drill teams and a drumline 
challenge between the high 
school’s bands. The Rickey 
Smiley Show sent a production 
trailer and donated more than 
8,000 books for high school 
student readers.

Re-themed in 2016 to Read 
On Jackson, the JPS Sum-
mer Reading Program seeks 
to engage 30,000 readers with 
100,000 books, create a culture 
of reading across Jackson and 
bring students back to school 
with academic gains.

Meeting these goals takes ef-
fective partnerships, so Jackson 
Public Schools gives special 
thanks to its Read On Jackson 
partners. The Mississippi Chil-
dren’s Museum has graciously 
hosted the annual fall celebra-
tion for the last five years. Joy 
Redmond served faithfully as 
Summer Reading Ambassador, 
using her influence to promote 
the program and encourage the 
community-wide participation.

Additional acknowledgments 
for their commitment to the 
goals of Read On Jackson go 
to the United Way, Mississippi 
Public Broadcasting, the Jack-
son Zoo, the City of Jackson, 
Jackson State University, Par-
ents for Public Schools of Jack-
son, the Friends of the Jackson 
Hinds Library System and the 
Jackson Hinds Library.

JPS celebrates students
for their summer reading

LeFleur’s Bluff Links donate 
$13K for reading program
Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson Public School elementary school high-volume readers are shown with JPS Supt. Cedrick Gray 
(center) at the Mississippi Children’s Museum where they were recognized and rewarded for making reading 
a priority during the summer months. Michelle King, JPS chief academic officer of Elementary Schools (left) 
and Tiffany Johnson (right), the parent of one of the first-grade students were also in attendance.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Bank Plus donates to support scholars 
at Rowan Academy of Achievement
Mississippi Link Newswire



The United States Depart-
ment of Education has awarded 
Coahoma Community Col-
lege’s Educational Talent 
Search program with $240,000 
per year for the next five years 
to assist the institution in pro-
viding resources to Coahoma 
County youth, helping them 
complete high school and pre-
pare for post-secondary educa-
tion.

ETS is a federal program 
that is designed to identify 
and assist individuals from 
economically disadvantaged 
backgrounds to achieve their 
potential and excel toward 
higher education. The program 
provides academic, career, and 
financial counseling to its par-
ticipants and encourages them 
to graduate from high school 
and continue on to obtain a col-
lege degree. 

“It’s a very competitive pro-
cess, so we’re extremely grate-
ful and excited for the oppor-
tunity to continue providing 

the Educational Talent Search 
program to our students and the 
community,” said CCC Presi-
dent  Valmadge Towner. “This 
particular grant will allow us to 
bring resources to students and 
get them focused and aware of 
the many educational options 
available once they complete 
high school.” 

While CCC’s ETS program 
has historically focused on a 
multi-county area, the grant’s 
renewal calls for the program 
to specifically target 500 stu-
dents from four middle and 
five high schools in Coahoma 
County annually. The program 
will serve a total of 2,500 stu-
dents and their families over 
five years. 

“Our students are so tal-
ented but many of them face 
numerous vulnerabilities,” 
said Towner. “This grant will 
help us to address a lot of the 
vulnerable aspects of our com-
munity and help to even the 
playing field for our students as 
well as their families.”

Services offered by CCC’s 
ETS program include: academ-
ic tutoring, mentoring, monthly 
workshops on personal and 
career counseling, exposure to 
higher education and culturally 
enrichment activities, Summer 
Institutes, and school/college 
and career-ready workshops 
– such as ACT preparation, 
resume writing, financial aid 
planning, goal setting and ad-
vising.

Applications for the program 
are available in the counselor’s 
office of participating schools, 
which include: Coahoma Ag-
ricultural High School, Co-
ahoma County Junior High, 
Coahoma County High School, 
W.A. Higgins Middle School, 
Clarksdale High School and 
J.W. Stampley Ninth Grade 
Academy

For questions or more in-
formation about CCC’s Talent 
Search program, contact Pro-
gram director Kimberly Bee 
at (662) 621-4136 or ksbee@
coahomacc.edu.

As one of only 44 national 
higher education institutions 
participating in dual enroll-
ment, – a program that allows 
high school students to earn 
college credit while still at the 
secondary level – Jackson State 
University supports that apply-
ing to college is an important 
step on the journey to a college 
degree, but many students are 
not sure how to apply or where 
to turn for help.

October is College Ap-
plication Month, putting the 
spotlight on the applications 
process and kicking off Col-
lege Countdown MS events. 
Throughout the month, events 
will be held across the state to 
help high school students apply 
for college.

College Countdown MS is 
part of a national effort, the 
American College Applica-
tion Campaign, that shares the 
goal of easing the admissions 
and enrollment process for stu-
dents, particularly first-genera-

tion and low-income students, 
and ensuring that they apply to 
at least one postsecondary in-
stitution.

Some of the October activi-
ties planned for students in-
clude Application Day, Free 
Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid Days, and College 
Signing Day, which is designed 
to replicate the excitement of 
athletic signing days. Many of 
the activities will occur during 
the school day and focus on 
students who might not other-
wise apply to college.

The work in Mississippi will 
be supported in part by a grant 
acquired by the Get2College 
Program of Education Services 
Foundation from the National 

College Access Network. Get-
2College competed with 118 
cities nationwide on behalf of 
the city of Jackson, winning 
a $55,000 grant to increase 
the FAFSA completion rate in 
Jackson Public Schools.

Get2College will partner 
with JPS in a city-wide, cross-
sector campaign to get seniors 
to complete the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), the first step in ac-
quiring financial aid for col-
lege. The FAFSA Challenge 
Grant is funded by The Kresge 
Foundation.

More information on College 
Countdown MS is available 
online: http://get2college.org/
collegecountdownms/.

Alcorn State University 
alumna and Tunica  native Ta-
tiana Rudd has always had a 
passion for uplifting others and 
being the light that brightens 
their day. Her compassion has 
led her to a successful career as 
a psychologist.

“I have always had a pas-
sion for helping people,” said 
Rudd. “I would see people hurt 
or sad and always thought I 
could make them feel better. 
My desire is to help people 
work through life’s challenges 
in hopes of them becoming 
productive members of soci-
ety. I’ve been told that I’m a 
good listener and people feel 
comfortable talking to me. I 
find it rewarding to help oth-
ers discover solutions to their 
problems. While I won’t have 
a solution to every problem, 
my support and involvement 
will still make a difference in 
the lives of clients.”

Rudd is the new clinical su-
pervisor in the Inpatient Unit at 
Spectrum Health Systems, Inc. 
in Boston, Mass. Her duties in-
clude conducting weekly case 
conferences with clinical staff, 

reviewing and signing all clini-
cal records required by the De-
partment of Public Health and 
providing clinical supervision 
to case managers, counselors 
and interns in individual and 
group settings.

For Rudd, joining Spec-
trum’s team is a significant 
career move. She said that it 
is pleasing to work for such a 
highly regarded company.

“I love working for Spec-
trum and what they stand for as 
a company. Spectrum is very 
respected in the state of Mas-
sachusetts for what they have 
done for many clients strug-
gling with mental health and 
substance abuse issues. I think 
it’s amazing how they value 

every client. I can’t stress 
enough how blessed I am that 
they chose me to be a part of 
their team.”

Rudd has had a fantastic start 
to her career. Prior to her new-
est role and shortly after earn-
ing a master’s degree in school 
counseling from Alcorn, she 
was hired as the youngest 
school counselor in the Tu-
nica County School District in 
2013. Three years later, she is 
the youngest clinical supervi-
sor at Spectrum. With so much 
early success, Rudd is eager to 
see what lies ahead for her.

“I have been extremely 
blessed to be granted so many 
great opportunities in my 20s. 
I look forward to seeing how 
many barriers I can break in 
my 30s.”

With her new position, Rudd 
is fulfilling her purpose of ser-
vicing others. Part of her job 
is ensuring that her patients 
are well taken care of and pro-
vided the correct medication. 
Rudd is adamant about paying 
close attention to her patients 
and their needs to avoid costly 
mistakes.

“I take my job very seri-

ously because I never want to 
misinform patients on the type 
of treatment they need or give 
them the wrong diagnosis. I’m 
extremely dedicated to the pa-
tients’ safety by following the 
protocols provided by the De-
partment of Health.”

Rudd patterns her path after 
her former high school coun-
selor, Rochelle Siggers. Rudd 
said that Siggers’ impact in the 
lives of others inspired her to 
lend the same services to peo-
ple in need.

“She was more than just a 
school counselor. Everyone in 
my community looked to her 
for advice and she never turned 
anyone away. I admired her so 
much for that. I would look at 
her with a sparkle in my eyes 
and only hope to be half the 
woman she is.”

In the future, Rudd said that 
she plans to obtain certifica-
tion as a licensed mental health 
counselor in Massachusetts so 
that she can pursue a career 
as a clinical director. She also 
plans to earn a doctorate de-
gree in clinical and industrial 
psychology so that she can 
open a private practice.
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One of Alcorn State Univer-
sity’s own is making a name 
for himself as one of the stars 
of the new hit television series, 
“Queen Sugar.”

Timon Kyle Durrett, a Chi-
cago native who earned a bach-
elor’s degree in mass commu-
nications from Alcorn in 1998, 
plays Davis West, a profes-
sional basketball star that is 
trying to manage the pressures 
of being a star athlete, on the 
drama that appears on Oprah 
Winfrey’s OWN network.

The show is a contemporary 
drama set in the fictional town 
of Saint Josephine, La. It fol-
lows the lives of siblings Nova 
(Rutina Wesley), a journalist 
and activist; Charley (Dawn-
Lyen Gardner), the savvy wife 
and manager of Davis West; 
and Ralph Angel (Kofi Siriboe), 
a formerly incarcerated father 
searching for redemption.

In his career, Durrett has had 
roles on the television shows 
“Girlfriends,” “Eve,” “The 
Young & The Restless,” “CSI: 
Miami,” “CSI: New York” and 
“Heroes,” to name a few. Al-
though he had great experienc-
es on his past gigs, Durrett said 
that his current role is one that 
he is the most proud of.

“It’s a lot of fun, love, power 
and realness to this role,” said 
Durrett. “I’m living my dream. 
Being able to have a dream and 
see it come true is a very spe-
cial feeling. I’ve had some ac-
complishments before, but to 
be a part of this project is just 
amazing and miraculous.”

Although Durrett has never 
experienced being a profes-
sional basketball star in reality, 
he still finds similarities in his 
character and himself. While at 
Alcorn, he had a brief stint as 
a student athlete on the Braves 
men’s basketball team. He said 
being in that position brought 
expectations and other circum-
stances that tested him in nu-
merous ways, which is why his 
character seems so real to him.

“Being a student athlete 
comes with certain pressures 
and expectations that you feel 
you have to live up to. To some, 
you are a role model and if you 
disappoint, there’s a lot of scru-
tiny. The way I compare myself 
to my character is that some-
times, the expectations can 
weigh you down, and if you’re 
not able to live up to them, 
people who don’t understand 

what it’s like to be in that po-
sition will scrutinize you. The 
pressures of dating, keeping 
your grades up to maintain your 
eligibility or staying on campus 
during the holiday breaks be-
cause of tournaments, can all 
take its toll on you. These are a 
few situations from my life that 
I reflect on to play Davis.”

Being able to improvise is 
something Durrett really ap-
preciates. Although there’s 
a lot of preparation that goes 
into playing his role, he said 
that some scenarios are better 
when they’re not rehearsed. 
Those moments keep him on 
his toes.

“Not preparing for each mo-
ment of a scene or scenario 
makes it feel so much more re-
alistic. I like that I cant’ fully 
prepare for the role because 
the energy is so amazing, that 
it makes me want to change 
things up. The realness keeps 
me on my toes and I love that.”

Being able to work along-
side television legend Oprah 
Winfrey is one of the best 
things about Durrett’s role. He 
describes Winfrey as a regal, 
queenly figure who is known 
for her caring spirit. He said 
that he appreciates their rela-
tionship and the knowledge she 
has passed to him.

“She’s always loving, peace-
ful and calm. She’s like a queen 
who doesn’t have to raise her 
voice or get angry to get your 
attention. She has so many 
stories to share that are loaded 
with great advice. After hav-
ing conversations with her, I 
always gain something that 
can help me in my career and 
personal life. She’s a great per-
son.”

Durrett is living a dream 
that he’s had since his younger 

days. He remembers being a 
young boy and the excitement 
that would come over him 
when he watched action and 
science fiction films. The excit-
ing scenes mixed with his love 
for storytelling is what fueled 
his passion for acting.

“I’ve always been fascinated 
with movies, especially ac-
tion and thrillers where there 
were explosions, monsters and 
aliens because I didn’t see that 
on a day-to-day basis. To be a 
part of something that’s make-
believe, but made to seem real, 
is  something I always liked. 
I love story-telling and being 
able to reenact things. When I 
tell stories, I’m very animated 
so that I can paint a vivid pic-
ture. Being a great storyteller is 
what got me into acting.”

Nostalgia overcame Dur-
rett when he reminisced about 
his college years on Alcorn’s 
campus. He remembers com-
ing from the big city to a small 
town and experiencing the love 
and hospitality that the South 
has to offer.

“It was different at first, com-
ing from Chicago, but I spent 
some of the best years of my 
life at Alcorn. To this day, the 
guys I hung out with in college 
are still my best friends. I met 
some great people at Alcorn 
and in Mississippi. The south-
ern hospitality was amazing; 
everywhere I went, I was well 
taken care of. I loved traveling 
along the Natchez Trace Park-
way, visiting the Windsor Ru-
ins, attending football games 
and watching the Sounds of 
Dyn-O-Mite marching band 
perform. It was a very special 
time in my life.”

Despite the twists and turns 
of pursuing his dream, Dur-
rett was brave enough to keep 
pushing. He never gave up, 
which is why he is successful 
today. He encourages others 
to stay on the path to reaching 
their goals as well.

“If you have a dream, pursue 
it with all that you’ve got. When 
you give up on your dream, 
you commit a horrible crime 
against yourself. Don’t ever let 
anyone tell you that you can’t 
fulfill the purpose that’s in-
stilled within you. There were 
times I wanted to quit, but had 
I quit, I wouldn’t have got my 
current role or any of my past 
roles. Don’t ever give up.”

“Queen Sugar” appears on 
Wednesdays at 9 p.m. on OWN.

Durrett shines as one of 
the stars of ‘Queen Sugar’

With his next event, Alcorn 
State University alumnus Duvalier 
Malone plans to start a conversation 
between Mississippi community 
leaders and citizens in an effort to 
make the state a better place.

Malone will host the “Do you 
have a seat at the table?” forum 
Nov. 3 at Smith Robertson Museum 
and Cultural Center, located on 528 
Bloom St. in Jackson.

The forum is designed to give 
citizens in Mississippi communi-
ties a chance to voice their opinions 
about different issues they face on a 
regular basis. Citizens will be able to 
state their concerns with community 
leaders from throughout the state.

Some of the topics scheduled for 
discussion are poverty, education, 
jobs and economic development.

The idea for the forum came to 
Malone after a three-year stint of 
talking to people around the state 
about pressing issues and their opin-
ions on solving them.

“After traveling through the state 
and facilitating conversations on im-
proving Mississippi, I decided that 
it’s time to stop meeting and having 
discussions within the elite circles in 

politics,” said Malone. “It was time 
for us to go to the communities and 
talk to the people and see how we 
can get them to the polls and get en-
gaged in their community.”

Malone hopes that the discussion 
will be the push community leaders 
need to enforce change.

“For any progress to happen, we 
must start the conversation. We have 
to talk to one another and be willing 
to discuss the reality of our state. I’m 
asking our leaders at all levels to get 
involved. It doesn’t matter if you’re 
a coach or a mentor; Mississippi 
needs your help. You must be will-
ing to spread the message of prog-
ress and community. Let’s appeal for 
an accord on our commonalities.”

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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$1.2M grant sustains CCC’s 
Educational Talent Search 
program for next five years

JSU supports College 
Application Month

Rudd begins career as a clinical supervisor in BostonMalone plans to give Mississippi 
residents a voice at upcoming event
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One of the 
great privileges 
of my life and 
ministry is serv-
ing as the direc-
tor of Student 
Religious Life 

at Alcorn State University. I 
officially arrived at that giant 
in learning’s band three years 
ago this month and have been 
blessed to encounter the Lord in 
the faces of Alcorn’s students, 
faculty, staff and administrators. 

I recall the first meeting I had 
with student ministry leaders. 
About 12 of them huddled into 
my office, some standing while 
others sat, and they shared their 
hopes for a more unified force 
and some pastoral guidance. 
Over these three years, I have 
connected with dozens more of 
evangelists, pastors-in-waiting, 
liturgical dancers, mime min-
isters, psalmists, intercessors, 
preacher-scholars, advocates  
and prophets who have animated 
my time at Alcorn.

Coming from diverse Chris-
tian backgrounds, each student 
I have worked with has needed 
to engage with others who do 
not see faith as they do. Like so 
many of us, they grew up in one 
context and their college experi-
ence is the first time they have 
had their beliefs challenged by 
folks with differing views. Take, 
for instance, the unconsidered 
thought that every Christian 
practices the faith in the same 
way, and those who do not are 
not Christian. I cannot tell you 
how many conversations I have 

where I am helping a student 
navigate the cultural and doctri-
nal differences.

At Alcorn, I have ministered 
to and alongside tongue-talking 
Baptists, exorcising Method-
ists, intellectual Pentecostals 
and instrument loving Church 
of Christ members. Often, these 
students do not appreciate how 
their own embodied faith differs 
from saints in their denomina-
tions.  Then there are the “rela-
tionship versus religion” believ-
ers, who are often very religious 
in their relationship with Christ.

I do not share these examples 
in order to critique them; I am 
sharing them to highlight how 
we often say we are one thing 
but really do not dig deeper into 
our confession. I have seen this 
with adults as well. Most of us 
have assumptions about what 
we believe and what others be-
lieve. We are many times quick 
to challenge someone else who 
doesn’t think as we do on this or 
that article of faith.

At least on a college campus I 
can stretch students academical-
ly and ethically. It is presumed 
that when we are “grown ups” 
that we no longer need to learn 
more about Jesus and our rela-
tionship with Him. 

This simply cannot be. As 
someone who has explored 
many traditions, I am aware of 
how much we share in common 
and what things separate us. 
If we are honest, most of us in 
Baptist, Methodist and Pente-
costal settings share 80 percent 
of common beliefs. It’s the 20 
percent where we diverge. This 
is even true within our respec-

tive denominations. 
For instances, Baptists remain 

divided over women’s ordina-
tion, spiritual gifts and when 
the Lord’s Supper should be ob-
served (there are many who ar-
gue that it must only be observed 
in the evening, because that’s 
when you serve supper and the 
Bible makes clear that it hap-
pened in the evening.) Let us be 
clear, Baptist distinctives do not 
go away if women are pastors or 
saints are speaking in tongues or 
if the Lord’s Supper is observed 
at an 11 o’clock worship service. 

One of my mentees and spiri-
tual sons is presently studying at 
a local seminary and has wres-
tled with new encounters with 
Reformed believers. In conver-
sations, they wrestle over terms 
and doctrinal directions. He 
asked if all of this debating was 
putting religion over relation-
ship. I shared with him that our 
relationship with Christ is reli-
gious, if we mean by that a set 
of habits that connect us to Him 
and each other.

Any relationship worth its salt 
has certain rhythms and rituals 
that make it special. A married 
couple should have date nights 
and families should take vaca-
tions together if feasible. So it 
is with Jesus. We should talk 
with Him constantly, seek His 
guidance in decision making, 
learn from Him in the Word and 
gather with other followers in 
weekly worship.

Doctrine, though it can di-
vide us, is better understood as 
that which defines this relation-
ship. I remember dating in high 
school. There would come a 

moment when the young lady 
I was “talking” to would ask, 
“What are we?” By this ques-
tion she was asking how are we 
going to define the boundaries 
of this particular relationship. If 
I said that we were just friends, 
that would mean that we could 
see other people. If I said we are 
going steady, that meant we had 
eyes only for each other. When I 
married my bride, we exchanged 
vows and rings to symbolize the 
spiritual union we were entering 
into until death parted us. 

Doctrine defines our relation-
ship and hopefully it helps us 
know that we are committed to 
Christ in a way that we are not 
committed to anything or any-
one else. Because this is the 
most serious and important of all 
relationships, we should want to 
know as much as we can about 
this relationship and apply those 
truths to our commitment.

Sometimes, the best way to 
do this is to encounter others 
who are also in relationship with 
Christ. God has ordained for us 
to not simply be individuals re-
lating to God, but a holy people, 
a royal priesthood, a Body and a 
Bride. When we come together, 
across denomination and race 
and class and whatever else di-
vides us, we can more clearly 
appreciate what it means to fol-
low, love, and obey Jesus, to-
gether.

Rev. C.J. Rhodes, a graduate 
of the University of Mississippi 
and Duke University, serves as 
the director of Student Religious 
Life at Alcorn State University 
and is the pastor of Mt. Helm 
Baptist Church in Jackson.
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We need each other 
to follow Jesus

By Rev. CJ Rhodes 
Special to The Mississippi Link

While ponder-
ing what I’d like 
to share with the 
readers of The 
Mississippi Link 
this week, I de-
cided that I’d re-

search the month of October and 
mention just a few of events that 
are observed on an annual ba-
sis. Little did I know that there 
are more than 80 annual obser-
vances listed that take place in a 
span of four weeks (31 days to 
be exact).

There are just as many events 
that are observed as one day of 
honor. The two lists can be quite 
overwhelming.

However, there are a few that 
I will share with you throughout 
the month of October, beginning 
with National Clergy Apprecia-
tion Month.

Although a month-long rec-
ognition, the actual day is ob-
served on the second Sunday in 
October. The 2016 date is Oct. 
9. Each year since 1992, the sec-
ond Sunday of October is des-
ignated to recognize the work 
of ministers, pastors and priests 
across America.

Research shows that there 
are more than one million full-
time Christian ministry leaders 
in America. Although anointed 
to share God’s word to others, 
these leaders are not immune 
to their own personal problems 
while still trying to assist mem-
bers of their congregation when-
ever needed.

A non-profit group, Under His 
Wing Ministries, Inc., banded 
together to help celebrate the 
good works of the clergy from 
coast to coast. The organization, 
Focus on the Family, joined in 
on celebration two years later. 
The recognition has grown con-

siderably over the past two de-
cades and yes, there are even 
greeting cards that acknowledge 
this special day of appreciation 
for those chosen to lead God’s 
people.

Let us not forget that the Bible 
does teach us that the Apostle 
Paul wrote in 1 Timothy, “The 
elders who direct the affairs of 
the church well are worthy of 
double honor, especially those 
whose work is preaching and 
teaching” (1 Tim. 5:17). Also, 
in 1 Thessalonians, he said, 
“Respect those who work hard 
among you, who are over you 
in the Lord and who admonish 
you. Hold them in the highest 
regard in love because of their 
work” (1 Thess. 5:12-13).

To show honor to your clergy 
does not mean that a cost has 
to be applied, but love should.  
An act of love to your Christian 
leader is just one way that mem-
bers of the congregation and 
the community can continue to 
share their joy for their messen-
ger who delivers the good news 
of the lord.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, wants to 
serve as your personal messen-
ger to share your good news and 
news of your place of worship 
and visit.

Remember the verse that I 
often share with you – Isaiah 
52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How 
beautiful on the mountains are 
the feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to 
Zion, Your God reigns!”

To share your news, contact 
Daphne M. Higgins at reli-
gion@mississippilink.com, fax 
(601) 896-0091 or mail The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livings-
ton Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from 
the Religion Editor

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
New Jerusalem Church, 168 Colonial Drive, 
Jackson, will host its Couples Connect Confer-
ence at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 7 and at 8:30 a.m. Oct. 8. 
Jim and Teresa Adams, Amazon’s No. 1 interna-
tional best-selling authors, will be guest speak-
ers for the event designed to rekindle couples 
relationships. Meals, snacks, conference books 
and materials will be available through registra-
tion. Free childcare will be provided. To register 
visit:  www:njc-ms.org. For more information 
call (601) 206-5844.  Rev. Dwayne Pickett, Sr 
is the pastor.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church, 1600 
Florence Ave., Jackson, will host its Pastor’s 
Sixth Anniversary Celebration at 10 a.m. Oct. 
9.  The guest minister will be Rev. Lee Carson, 
pastor of First Baptist M. B. Church, Kosciusko.  
Dr. Michael T. Williams is the pastor.

Greater Pearlie Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1640 West County Line Road, Jack-
son, Health Care Ministry will host a Fall Blood 
Drive in the church’s front parking lot from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 9. For more information call 
(601) 354-2026 or visit www.gpgmbc.org. Rev. 
Stephen F. Mason is the pastor.

New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., 
Jackson, Health Awareness Ministry will ob-
serve Pink Sunday 2016 on Oct. 9, (in honor 
of Breast Cancer Awareness Month) during its 
8 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services. All mem-

bers are encouraged to wear pink. For more 
information call (601) 366-7002 or visit http://
newhope-baptist.org/. Rev. Jerry Young is the 
pastor.

True Light Missionary Baptist Church, 224 
E. Bell St., Jackson, will host its Weekly Prayer 
Call at 6 a.m. Oct. 12. Rev. Marcus Cheeks, the 
church’s pastor, will lead the prayer call, known 
as the Light Line. To participate, call (218) 486-
1348 and enter 22435578#. For more informa-
tion call (601) 355-7364.

Zion Travelers Missionary Baptist Church, 
925 West Pearl St., Jackson, be the location 
of the Domestic Violence Conference, Oct. 15 
(time to be announced). The theme: “The Pot-
ter Wants to Put you Back Together Again!” T-
shirts for this event will be available. For ad-
ditional information call (601) 355-5545. Rev. 
Daniel Watkins is the pastor.

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church, 
Madison, will join area organizations to help 
“Make Strides Against Breast Cancer” during 
the annual walk from 9 a.m. to noon Oct. 22. All 
participants will meet at the Thalia Mara Hall, 
255 E. Pascagoula St., Jackson. For more in-
formation or to register with the Pilgrim Rest 
Team, call (601) 856-2609 or visit: http://www.
pilgrimrestmadison.org/event/making-strides-
against-breast-cancer-2016-walk/ Dr. Matthew 
Canada is the pastor.

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org
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“ ‘ N o b o d y 
can change the 
past,’” says my 
mother. “‘Which 
is why revolu-
tions exist,’” I 
reply.” This is a 

conversation that Alice Walker 
mentioned having with her moth-
er in her book In Search of Our 
Mother’s Garden. Though pub-
lished more than 30 years ago, 
these words perfectly explain 
recent protests over social justice 
issues like police brutality.

From Colin Kapernick’s 
kneeling for the “Star Spangled 
Banner” to the multi-city pro-
tests against excessive violence 
by police, the protests are linked 
together by the unique thread of 
revolution that connects all of us 
as Americans.

Like Walker acknowledged, 
millennials who are marching 
and protesting social oppres-

sion and injustice recognize that 
change comes through revolu-
tionary action and not just dia-
logue.

As Christians, rather than sit on 
the sidelines and critique them, 
we should learn from their pas-
sion and energy. Without regard 
to how it may personally impact 
them, they sacrifice for a cause in 
which they believe. How many 
Christians can say that we have 
that same kind of passion about 
spreading the gospel of Jesus 
Christ?

I wrote portions of this column 
a few years ago trying to process 
difficult emotions after the death 
of Tamir Rice. Revisiting the col-
umn two years later I realize that 
the same emotions (shock, disap-
pointment, anxiety, anger, frus-
tration and hopelessness) remain. 
And to be perfectly honest, wad-
ing through each of those emo-
tions and trying to get to a place 
of peace remains challenging.

Yet, dealing with each of those 

emotions (sometimes at the same 
time) brings me back to a scrip-
ture that might provide an answer 
on how to deal with these horri-
ble injustices.

James 2:14-17 focuses on the 
importance of having an active 
faith. In fact, verse 17 admon-
ishes that “In the same way, faith 
by itself, if it is not accompanied 
by action, is dead.”

So what does faith have to do 
with social justice issues and the 
African-American communities? 
The answer is everything. Faith 
that doing something could pos-
sibly change the obviously ineq-
uitable system is the spark that 
has ignited the last few weeks of 
protests.

Faith also is the foundation 
for what has historically been 
the place of greatest and most 
transformative movements: the 
African-American church. As 
expected, many pastors are serv-
ing as bridge builders between 
their communities and local law 

enforcement officials as they try 
to bring peace to these troubled 
areas.

Faith in action is voting on 
Election Day. Faith in action is 
running for office and changing 
unfair laws.

Keith Lamont Scott and Ter-
rence Crutcher are the two most 
recent names that represent 
more than just African-Amer-
ican men killed for no reason. 
They represent a shameful truth 
that the United States is once 
again forced to deal with. After 
decades of skirting the issues, 
it seems like America is being 
forced to confront police brutal-
ity, over-policing of minority 
communities and blatant apathy 
concerning the death of young 
African Americans.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
ends.” She may be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com.

We are often graced with the 
anecdote by Baptist preachers 
regarding the elderly lady who 
rode the bus daily and always 
exited and walked through the 
grave yard to the other side.

Another bus rider who had 
witnessed this unusual occur-
rence for a period of weeks, 
approached the elder lady and 
asked, “Why do you get off the 
bus every day and walk through 
this graveyard?” Her reply was, 
“In order to get home, I have to 
go through the graveyard.”

Like the lady in the story, in 
order for us to make it to our 
heavenly home, we must go 
through the graveyard.

One of the most important 
properties of the black church 
is the historic preservation of its 
cemeteries, and so it is with the 
Ridley Hill Baptist Church of 
Madison. Immediately behind 
the church, flanked by a chain-
link fence are beautiful, grassy, 
vistas of well-tended plots. It is 
the resting place of many mem-
bers and family members who 
have passed through this church 
since its 1872 beginning.

Rev. Keith Rouser, pastor of 
the church, notes that the his-
toric preservation of the ceme-
tery is vital to a sense of family 
identity. Therefore, he monitors 

practices to assure that the cem-
etery is kept beautiful and easily 
accessible.

The upkeep of the cemetery 
is the responsibility of mem-
bers of the trustee board who 
perform weekly manicuring 
and removal of fallen tree limbs 
and other debris. Also once a 
year, families gather to give the 
cemetery an overhaul which 
includes cleaning and restor-
ing markers, headstones and 
frames. One family (the Cot-
tens), has incorporated clean-
ing during the weekend of their 
family reunion.

Many cemeteries are located 
very close to the church to ac-
commodate the funeral pro-
cession, the idea of spiritually 

‘going home” for the deceased. 
From Ridley Hill Church to the 
cemetery, marching in cadence 
like military soldiers, the body 
is carried by the pallbearers, 
followed by the flower girls and 
greeted at the gate by the Mis-
sissippi flag and Christian flag. 
Following this entrance, is the 
immediate family and other 
friends and family to the grave 
plot – typically a specific “fam-
ily grouping,” according to the 
Journal of American Folklore.

Many of the parishioners 
are completely unaware of the 
many practices and traditions 
that are executed during the fu-
neral and burial, yet they prac-
tice them religiously. 

Some of these practices may 

be traced back to Africa. For 
example, sometimes items are 
placed on the grave for vari-
ous reasons or a mirror or glass 
is placed on the grave. One of 
the most practiced markings on 
plots are pottery, dolls, flower 
pots or bowls, according to 
John Michael Vlach of the The 
Afro-American Tradition in 
Decorative Arts.

In truth, we really don’t know 
the meaning of all the practices 
that are performed at the burial, 
such as picking a flower and 
handing it to a family member 
or avoiding stepping on a grave, 
but we do know there are many.

Under Christian traditions, 
people are buried with their feet 
pointed eastwards to follow the 
belief that the Second Coming 
of Jesus would occur from the 
East. This belief originates from 
a statement in the book of Mat-
thew where the return of Jesus 
would originate from the East.

Therefore, if you are in the 
Madison area and need a quiet 
place to meditate, commune 
with nature or clear your head, 
visit the RHBC cemetery and 
relish the ambience. In addition, 
you will find plenty historical 
reading material on the stone or 
marble plots.

Remember, we must go 
through the graveyard to get to 
our heavenly home.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of October 6

1. Made A Way     Travis Greene
2. You’re Bigger     Jekalyn Carr
3. Put A Praise On It    Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard
4. God Provides      Tamela Mann
5. Better     Hezekiah Walker
6. Spirit Break Out    William McDowell Featuring Trinity Anderson
7. 123 Victory     Kirk Franklin Featuring Pharrell Williams
8. You      Jermaine Dolly
9. Bless The Lord    Anthony Brown & group therapy Featuring Doretha ‘Doi’ Sampson
10. I Need You     Donnie McClurkin

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                 ARTISTS     ALBUM

The All American Protest

How to get to our final home

We find in 
Proverbs 30:5-
6, these words:  
“Every Word 
of God is pure; 
He is a shield to 
those who put 

their trust in Him. Do not add 
to His Words, lest He rebuke 
you, and you be found a liar.” 

In Isaiah 40:8, we read, 
“The grass withereth, the 
flowers fadeth: but the Word 
of our God shall stand forev-
er.” We are mortal, but God’s 
Word is eternal and unfailing. 
Public opinion changes and is 
unreliable, but God’s Word is 
constant. Only in God’s eter-
nal Word will we find lasting 
solutions to our problems and 
needs. God’s Word is perfect 
in every way. It is genuine, 
authentic and authoritative.

To fear God and keep His 
commandments is the whole 
duty of man. For God shall 
bring every work into judg-
ment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or wheth-
er it be evil (Ecclesiastes 
12:13-14). My friends, say-
ing Lord, Lord, will not get 
us into heaven. Even doing 
many wonderful works in His 
name may fall short. We must 
repent and build a personal 
relationship with Jesus.

He tells us we must forgive 
others to be forgiven. Our Bi-
ble is full of God’s promises. 
He promises blessings if we 
obey. He promises punish-
ment for disobedience. How-
ever, God is fair and just. He 
will not punish without warn-
ing. Jesus died to give eternal 
life unto all of us, but He re-
quires that we repent – turn 
from our sins.

If we do not obey Him, we 
will perish. We have a clear 
choice – repent or perish.

These words are recorded 

in 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord 
is not slack concerning His 
promise, but is longsuffering 
to us–ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance.” 

“For three years, the Apos-
tle Paul ceased not to warn 
everyone night and day with 
tears” (Acts 20:31). Paul also 
proclaimed, “Christ in you, 
the hope of glory: whom we 
preach, warning every man 
and teaching every man in all 
wisdom; that we may present 
every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus” (Colossians 1:27-28).

Like Paul, we must work 
wholeheartedly like an ath-
lete, but we should not strive 
in our own strength alone. We 
have the power of God’s Spir-
it working in us. We can learn 
and grow daily, motivated by 
love and not by fear or pride, 
knowing that God gives the 
energy to become mature.

Christ’s message is for 
everyone; so everywhere 
Paul and Timothy went they 
brought the Good News to all 
who would listen.

An effective presentation of 
the Gospel includes warning 
and teaching. The warning is 
that without Christ, people are 
doomed to eternal separation 
from God. The teaching is that 
salvation is available through 
faith in Christ. As Christ works 
in us, tell others about Him, 
warning and teaching them in 
love. It is up to us to listen to 
God, to respect Him and to fol-
low and obey Him.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III 
is pastor of Joynes Road 
Church of God, 31 Joynes 
Road, Hampton VA 23669. He 
is married to Velma L. Green. 
He is a member of the Nation-
al Association of Evangelism 
Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind. He serves as chairman of 
the Southeastern Association 
of The Church of God, Inc.

God’s Word 
contains all of 
life’s solutions

P R E S E R V E D

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

By Verna M. Myers
Special to The Mississippi Link

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”
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601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Ridley Hill Cemetery



With less than 
seven weeks to go 
before one of the 
most historic elec-
tions in our na-
tion’s history, and 
when the GOP 

needs all the help it can get reach-
ing black voters, the Republican 
National Committee is suing me, 
a black Republican, over an event 
that I created. You can’t make this 
stuff up.

A few facts. I created and host-
ed the first “Black Republican 
Trailblazer Awards Luncheon” 
in February 2013 in the wake of 
former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney’s loss to then-Senator 
Barack Obama in the 2012 presi-
dential election. Romney received 
just 4 percent of the black vote. 
The event was designed to recog-
nize and honor black Republicans 
who have made significant contri-
butions to both America and the 
Republican Party.

As I have written previously, 
the head of the RNC, Reince Pre-
ibus, immediately saw the value 
in the luncheon and insisted that 
his organization pay for it.

I coordinated and executed that 
2013 luncheon, despite the fact 
that RNC staffers, unbeknownst 
to Preibus at the time, attempted 
to sabotage my efforts at every 
turn.

More than 250 people attended 
the inaugural luncheon and I es-
timate that about 40 percent of 
them were Democrats.

That first year we honored Wil-
liam T. Coleman and Robert J. 

Brown. David L. Steward was 
the keynote speaker. Coleman’s 
work was critical in the United 
States Supreme Court’s decision 
in Brown v. Board of Education. 
Coleman also served as Secretary 
of Transportation during the Ford 
Administration.

Bob Brown was the highest-
ranking black staffer in the Nixon 
Administration. As I’ve said be-
fore, Coleman and Brown were 
both civil rights icons, who never 
forgot their obligation to fight on 
behalf of black community.

Preibus joined me and Dave 
Steward, the head of World Wide 
Technology in St. Louis, Mo., who 
operates one of the largest black-
owned businesses in the U.S., on 
the stage to talk about politics and 
the party. RNC staffers later ed-
ited me out of the video that was 
recorded of our conversation.

Despite the behind-the-scenes 
turmoil, that first event was the 
gold standard. By 2014, black 
staffers at the RNC decided they 
no longer needed my leadership. 
My original vision for the event 
was watered down. By the time 
NewsOneNow managing editor 
and noted liberal Roland Martin 
hosted the event in 2015, I had 
completely divorced myself from 
that RNC-sponsored minstrel 
show. Even one of the honorees, 
Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.) declared: 
“I’m not a trailblazer. My father is 
the trailblazer.”

You can check out what I wrote 
about this year’s fiasco here.

I went my own way and sought 
to trademark the event through 
my political action committee 
(PAC) Black Americans for a Bet-

ter Future. BABF is the first and 
only black Super PAC established 
to get more blacks involved in the 
Republican Party.

Last November, I filed for and 
received provisional trademark 
approval by the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office for the name, 
“Black Republican Trailblazer 
Awards Luncheon.”

I e-mailed invitations to my 
2016 event in early January for 
the upcoming February luncheon 
in Washington, D.C. What did the 
RNC do? The organization sent 
out an invitation for an event us-
ing the same name as my event, 
but in Jacksonville, Fla., sched-
uled a week before mine. In a con-
versation in January 2016, Pre-
ibus claimed that the RNC owned 
the name to my event. During a 
heated, hour-long conversation, 
the chair of the RNC, the national 
committee leader of my party, 
threatened to destroy me. He said 
that he would make it impossible 
for me to raise money through my 
PAC.

Recently, I received notification 
from the USPTO that my trade-
mark application was in dispute 
and officially being opposed by 
the RNC.

This is the thanks I get for being 
a loyal Republican for more than 
30 years?

I challenge my readers to find 
anyone who has done more than 
me to get more blacks actively 
engaged with this party. With 
less than two months before a 
presidential election in which our 
nominee and the party are having 
major problems attracting black 
voters, the RNC hires a law firm 

to take me to court over some-
thing I created. Really? I mean, 
really?

Well, if they want a fight, that’s 
exactly what I’m going to give 
them.

In 1520, Pope Leo X excom-
municated famed reformer, Mar-
tin Luther, because he had the au-
dacity to challenge the authority 
of the Pope. This challenge was 
issued in the form of Luther’s 95 
Theses.

The Pope ordered Charles V, 
Emperor of the Holy Roman Em-
pire of the German Nation, to 
give Luther a chance to change 
his mind.

Knowing that he was right in 
his actions and having the people 
on his side, he stood before the 
Imperial Diet at Worms and made 
his now famous declaration: “Un-
less I am convinced by Scripture 
and plain reason – I do not accept 
the authority of the popes and 
councils, for they have contra-
dicted each other – my conscience 
is captive to the Word of God. I 
cannot and I will not recant any-
thing for to go against conscience 
is neither right nor safe. God help 
me. Amen.”

Herein, I likewise make my 
stand.

Raynard Jackson is founder 
and chairman of Black Americans 
for a Better Future, a federally 
registered 527 Super PAC estab-
lished to get more blacks involved 
in the Republican Party. BAFBF 
focuses on the black entrepre-
neur. For more information about 
BAFBF, visit www.bafbf.org. You 
can follow Raynard on Twitter @
Raynard1223.

Are you ready to vote? Are you 
registered? These may seem like sim-
plistic questions, especially for those 
who are aware, but every year some 
folks are denied access to the polls, 
because they didn’t register on time, 
or they moved and their address does 

not match the address the registrar of voters has, or 
something.

The Presidential election is likely to be a nail-biter, 
and there are local races that are also close. Your best 
bet is to make sure you know what the requirements for 
voting are in your state. Check out www.vote.com; the 
site lists the requirements for all 50 states. A few states 
allow voter registration on the day of an election, but 
most states require you to register between 11 and 30 
days before the vote. Some states allow online regis-
tration, most allow registration by mail (with require-
ments about the date a registration is postmarked), and 
almost all allow in-person registration.

The terms and conditions of voting are still being 
negotiated in some states so it makes sense to stay on 
top of voting rules. A federal appeals court recently 
kicked discriminatory North Carolina voting terms to 
the curb, saying that that state discriminated against 
African Americans with “surgical precision.” Efforts 
to reduce the number of days available for early vot-
ing, or to eliminate Sunday voting, disproportionately 
affect African-American voters.

North Carolina Republians are deliberate and mind-
ful in their attempt to sideline African-American vot-
ers, since most African Americans are Democrats. 
They want to deliver their state to Donald Trump and 
they want to ensure that Senator Richard Burr and 
Governor Pat McCrory, both Republicans, are also re-
elected.

North Carolina isn’t the only state with electoral 
shenanigans. Texas, Kansas, Georgia and Alabama 
have also implemented restrictive measures that are 
being appealed by civil rights groups, the League of 
Women Voters, the NAACP and others. Disputes re-
volve around things like absentee ballots, purges of in-
active voters and issues of whether ballots will count 
if they are cast in the wrong precincts.

In our “Democracy,” it seems that we do more to 
discourage voters than encourage them, and while the 
voting process could be seamless, plans to prevent as 
many as 50,000 Kansas voters from going to the polls, 
for example, make no sense in a “participatory democ-
racy.”

Some folks don’t want it to be participatory, though. 
Republicans now control most state legislatures, and 
have been passing voter suppression laws since 2010, 
when they began to take control of state houses. Civic 
participation organizations, like the Lawyers Commit-
tee for Civil Rights Under Law, the National Coalition 
for Black Civic Participation, and others, are fight-
ing back, preparing to have people available to help 
voters, especially in battleground states, and with hot 
lines (1-866-OUR-VOTE) and other forms of voter 
assistance. In an election that is likely to be close, it is 
important that every voice be heard.

I’m still not clear why polling suggests that this vote 
is so close. Secretary Hillary Clinton, for all her im-
perfections, is a stunningly superior candidate to the 
bumbling Donald Trump who just recently praised 
Russia’s Vladimir Putin as a “better leader” than Presi-
dent Obama. Now, that’s just downright unpatriotic, 
not to mention short-sided and tone-deaf. While folks 
are running Colin Kaepernick down for being unpa-
triotic, Trump gets away with comments that border 
on the treasonous, and is still considered a “credible” 
candidate for President. Really?

Trump goes to one black church and gets all kind of 
mainstream media coverage. Clinton visits numerous 
black churches, and the mainstream media is absent. 
Trump blusters his way through an interview with 
Matt Lauer on national security, and is hardly chal-
lenged and, certainly, never interrupted. Clinton offers 
substance to an extremely biased Lauer who was, at 
best, unprepared for the interview. Instead of getting 
kudos on her performance, too many have noticed that 
Clinton didn’t smile. National security is no laughing 
matter, folks.

We have stark choices in this election, but some of 
us won’t be making choices because we won’t be pre-
pared to vote on November 8. Now is the time to make 
sure you are prepared. Are you registered?  Where will 
you vote? Will you be out of town or unable to get to 
the polls on November 8? Can you do early voting or 
vote via an absentee ballot? These aren’t questions to 
ask on November 5, they are questions to ask now.

Don’t shake your head on November 9 and say you 
didn’t like the outcome if you didn’t bother to vote on 
November 8. The stakes are high!

Julianne Malveaux is an author and economist. 
Her latest book “Are We Better Off? Race, Obama 
and Public Policy” is available via www.amazon.com 
for booking, wholesale inquiries or for more info visit 
www.juliannemalveaux.com.

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

OPINION

What you need to 
know about voting 
on Nov. 8
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pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Black Republican will not leave 
party after being sued by the RNC

Say it ain’t so. 
The foolishness 
taking place dur-
ing the 2016 Presi-
dential election 
can truly destroy a 
democratic nation-

state. America, you know it, I 
know it and the world sees it. Yet, 
there are too many Americans 
simply seeking a change for the 
sake of change. And, of course, 
the change some Americans de-
sire will bring about the collapse 
of American society. Foretold is 
forewarned.

The 2016 Presidential election 
is an IQ test, but above all, a mor-
al conscience test on what is the 
true spiritual meaning of Ameri-
can social democracy. The world 
is watching and waiting to see the 
results of the 2016 Presidential 
election.

The question is: what’s next 
America? Do we want a coun-
try of foolishness and chaos or 
a country that lives out the true 
meaning of the American dream? 
Without a doubt, “The house of 
the wicked shall be overthrown: 
but the tabernacle of the upright 
shall flourish.” (Proverbs 14: 11). 
Be vigilant America, God is spiri-
tually watching.

The 2016 Presidential election 
is a spiritual conscience referen-
dum on whether or not Americans 
can love and serve God by lov-
ing and serving each other. Godly 
Americans know that Children of 
God understand: “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righ-
teousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” (Mat-
thew 6: 33).

The 2016 Presidential election 
is a moral conscience test for 
American society, as well as, the 

world community. And, if Ameri-
cans make the wrong decision the 
whole world is in mucho grande 
trouble. Therefore, the questions 
are: 

• Can we all become loyal 
Americans?

• Can all Americans live out the 
true meaning of the U.S. Consti-
tution itself?

The survival stakes are indeed 
very high because the survival of 
future generations of Americans 
weighs in the balance. Therefore, 
believe God’s message to Amer-
ica: “Behold I stand at the door 
and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will 
come into him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me.” (Revela-
tion 3: 20).

God has a spiritual IQ test 
message for twenty-first century 
Christian churches. The messen-
ger (Jesus Christ the Righteous 
One) has not changed; therefore 
do not change the message for 
the sake of privilege for the few: 
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and today, and forever.” (He-
brews 13: 8).

God also has a spiritual mes-
sage for the Christian Right Evan-
gelical Movement because their 
involvement in the political pro-
cess has not spiritually improved 
the IQ of the body politics. My 
spiritual Christian Evangelical 
brethren heed this spiritual/po-
litical message: “There is no wis-
dom nor understanding nor coun-
sel against the Lord.” (Proverbs 
21:30). Hopefully, this scripture 
will prick your moral conscience 
by sanctifying you in the truth of 
God that equal is equal, not equal 
is more or less equal, because we 
all know that silence is consent, 
not golden.

In 1992 Rodney King received 
a monumental undeserved brutal 

beating by individuals who were 
paid protectors of civil liberties 
and civil rights. This police beat-
ing ignited the Los Angeles ri-
ots. On the third day of the riots, 
King’s life was resurrected (di-
vinely inspired), when he asked 
this question: “Can we all just get 
along?”

The 2016 Presidential elec-
tion is asking America that same 
question in a more profound 
spiritual socio political context, 
“Can America lead the free world 
by morally correct positive ex-
amples, and not by selling wolf 
tickets, and above all, not by the 
barrel of guns?” To be sure, we 
all know that America is not go-
ing to mess with fools with nu-
clear weaponry that is potentially 
provoking a nuclear war. This is 
why one fool talking about other 
fools acquiring nuclear weapons 
is complete foolishness to the nth 
degree. Supporting and encour-
aging nuclear proliferation is an 
insane proposition.

One Presidential candidate 
has viciously called the other 
crooked, while at the same time, 
displaying to the world commu-
nity, by words and actions, that he 
is both a crook and an emotion-
ally unhinged individual.

Question: Can America gov-
ernmentally manage both crook 
and crazy, at the same time, with-
out fostering national disaster? 
America, the wise men followed 
the Star of Bethlehem that led 
them to the manger, and we all 
know that the manger teaches us 
a profound spiritual lesson about 
life.

America, what “Stars” are you 
following? Is it the Star of Bethle-
hem or is it the evil star of Trump 
(fool’s gold)? Because, without a 
doubt, the Trump star represents 
utter moral confusion, political 

confusion, as well as, interna-
tional monetary confusion. Those 
individuals that think they will 
receive a dollar will be hollering.

And, of course, we all know:  
“God is not the author of confu-
sion, but peace, as in all church-
es of the saints.” (1 Corinthians 
14:33).

Trump’s antics, unbalanced 
behavior and hateful statements 
against non-whites have exposed 
the thin veiling that America 
thought hid her historical past of 
institutional racism, sexism and 
religious bigotry.

America prepare for the eternal 
bonfire because the fire is on its 
way, and both the righteous and 
the unrighteous shall be con-
sumed.

America, our social history 
should inform us, and our re-
ligious understanding should 
guide our social interaction with 
each other because we all know: 
“What then shall we say to these 
things? If God be for us, who can 
be against us?” (Romans 8:31).

Americans (your vote) can save 
America from itself because the 
2016 Presidential election is truly 
an IQ test. Selah!

Bobby E. Mills is a college pro-
fessor and public sector adminis-
trator. He earned a B.D. degree 
in theology from Colgate Roches-
ter Divinity School in Rochester, 
New York and a Ph.D. degree in 
sociology from Syracuse Univer-
sity, New York. He has written and 
published numerous professional 
articles concerning the social ills 
confronting American society. 
His latest manuscript, Corpo-
rate Christianity, addresses the 
issue of the double minded pas-
tor and in the later part of 2013 
Mills released, Let the Church Be 
the Church. He can be reached at 
millsbobby@sbcglobal.net.

Knowledge and IQ in a social democracy
By Bobby E. Mills, PhD
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Raynard Jackson
NNPA News Wire Columnist
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 3953

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 
Freddie L. Davis & Audrey B. Wiley has filed with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from C2 & C3 (General) Commercial 
District to SUD Special Use District & CMU – (Community) Mixed-Use District to re-
develop property for a mixed use development and cemetery on property located at 
Parcels 835-55 & 835-5-1 on Highway 18, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A parcel of land situated in the Southwest ¼ of Section 15, Township 5 North.  Range 
1 West, City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
particularly described by metes and bounds as follows:

Commence at a set iron pin at the Southeast corner of Parcel Number 4 of the L. 
J. Jackson Partition (as described in deed recorded in Book 712 Page 483, and as 
depicted on plat recorded in Book 712, Page 480, both in the records of the Chan-
cery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi), said Southeast corner being the 
POINT OF BEGINNING for the parcel herein described; run then South 89° 42’ 35” 
West for a distance of 87.02 feet  along the Southern  line of the said Parcel Number  
4 to a found  iron pin; thence leave said Southern  line of Parcel Number  4 of the L. 
J. Jackson Partition and run South 13 ° 44’ 35” West for a distance of 178.20 feet to a 
found iron  pin; thence run South 27 ° 55’ 57”  West for a distance  of 148.54 feet to a 
found  iron  pin on the extension of the Northeastern right of way line of New Market 
Place; thence South 55°  26’ 25”  East for a distance of 2.19 feet  to a set iron  pin on 
the said  Northeastern right  of way line; thence South 34 °33’ 35” West for a distance 
for 60.00 feet along the Northwestern right  of way line of the said New Market Place 
to a set iron pin; thence South 55°26’ 25”  East for a distance of 307.00 feet along the 
Southwestern right of way line of the said New Market Place to a set iron pin at the 
Northwestern right  of way line of Mississippi Highway No. 18; thence run 558.30 feet 
along the arc of a 1,822.23   foot  radius curve to the right  along the said Northwestern 
right  of way line of Mississippi Highway  No. 18, said arc having a 556.22 foot chord  
which bears South 47° 45’ 14” West to a found  iron  pin; thence leave  said North-
western right  of way line of Mississippi Highway No. 18 said arc having a 556.12 
foot  chord  which bears South 31° 17’ 25” West to a set iron  pin; thence  leave said 
Northwestern right  of way line of Mississippi  Highway No. 18 and run North  3117’ 25” 
West for a distance of 287.25 feet to a set iron pin; thence South 32° 58’ 25”  East for 
a distance of 295.22 feet to a set iron  pin at the said Northwestern right  of way line 
of  Mississippi  Highway  No. 18; thence  run 659.82 feet long the arc of a 1,822.23 
foot radius curve to the right  along the said Northwestern right  if the way line of Mis-
sissippi  Highway  No. 18, said arc having a 656.22 foot  chord  which  bears South 
71° 20’ 33’ West to a found  iron pin; thence leave said Northwestern right  of way of 
Mississippi Highway No. 18 and run North 01° 13’ 17” East for a distance  of 1,182.27 
feet to a found  iron pin at the Southwest  corner  of Parcel Number 7 of the said L. J. 
Jackson Partition; thence North 00° 03’ O5” East for a distance if 768.00 feet along 
the Western  line of the Parcel Number  7 to a set iron pin at the Northwestern corner  
thereof; thence South 89° 56’ 55” East for a distance of 276.80 feet along the Northern 
line of the said Parcel #7 to a set iron  pin at the Northeast corner  thereof; thence 
South 00° 03’ OS” West for a distance of 766.35 feet along the Eastern line of the 
said Parcel #7 to a set iron pin at the Southeast corner  thereof; thence North 89 42’ 
35’ East for a distance of 276.80 feet along the Southern  line of the Parcel Number  
6 of the said L. J. Jackson Partition to a set iron  pin at the Southeast corner thereof, 
said iron pin also being the Southwest corner of Parcel Number 5 of the said L. J. 
Jackson partition; thence  North 00 03’ OS” East for a distance of 764.70 feet along 
the Western  line of the said Parcel Number  5 to a set iron pin at the Northwestern 
corner thereof; thence South 89° 56’ 55” East for a distance of 553.60 feet along the 
Northern line of the said Parcel Number  5 and Parcel Number  4 of the said L.J. Jack-
son Partition to a set iron pin at the Northeast corner  thereof to a set iron pin; thence 
South 00° 03’ OS” West for a distance of 761.40 feet along the Eastern line of the said 
Parcel Number  4 to the Southeast corner thereof and the POINT OF BEGINNING, 
containing 36.6242 acres (1,595.351 square feet), more  or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, October 26, 2016, at which time 
all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made 
to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of September 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/06/2016, 10/20/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 3952

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Hugh 
J. Thomas has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Use Permit to operate a tattoo parlor within a UTC - Urban Town Center  
(Mixed Use)  District on property located at 2906 North State St., Suite B-6, in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A certain parcel of land being part of Lots I, K and L of Isham Cade Survey, a subdivision 
according to the map or plat thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in   Plat Book B at Page 
7 and being part of Lot 22 of Odeneal Survey. a subdivision according to the map or plat 
thereof, on file and of record in the aforesaid   Chancery Clerk’s office.as now recorded 
in Plat Book A at Page 256, said parcel of land contains 36,411.9 square feet  or 0.84 
acres, more or less and being more particularly described as follows:

Begin at a “x” marked on a sidewalk  at the Point of Intersection of the North right-of-
way line of Fondren Place with the East right  .f-way line of North State Street (as both 
are now laid out and improved): run thence northerly along said East right-of-way line 
of North State Street for a distance of 147.81 feet to an existing  pipe; tum  thence  right  
through  a deflection  angle  of 02  degrees  54  minutes 49 seconds and continue 
northerly along said East right-of-way line of North State Street for a distance of 60.74 
feet to an existing  l” bar. leaving said East right-of-way line of North State  Street. tum  
thence  right through  a deflection angle of 92 degrees  41 minutes 21 seconds and run 
easterly for a distance of 146.44 feet to an existing  concrete  monument;  turn thence 
right through  a deflection  angle  of 88 degrees  23 minutes 29 seconds  and  run 
southerly for  a distance of 39.20 feet to a set ½”  iron  pin: turn thence left through a 
deflection angle of 90 degrees 54 minutes 30 seconds and run easterly for a distance 
of 103.70 feet to a set ½”  iron  pin: turn thence right through a deflection  angle of 92 
degrees  12 minutes 30 seconds and run southerly for a distance of 160.85 feet to an 
existing ½”  iron  pin on the aforesaid North right-of-way line of Fondren Place; turn 
thence right through a deflection angle of 87 degrees 18 minutes 17 seconds and run  
westerly along said  North  right  of-way line of Fondren  Place  for a distance of 235.05   
feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 1.04 acres, more or less. 

The above described parcel of land being the same property as described  in deeds 
recorded in Deed Book 6266  at Page 373 and  Deed  Book 7056 at  Page 6315,  on 
file and of  record in the aforesaid  Chancery Clerk’s  office.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, October 26, 2016, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make 
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made 
by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed 
with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration 
thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Admin-
istrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens 
need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of September 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/06/2016, 10/20/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 3955

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 
Singh Motors, LLC has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an ap-
plication requesting a Use Permit to build a used car dealership within a C-3 (General) 
Commercial District on property located at the corner of US Hwy 49 & Presidential 
Drive (Parcel #804-5), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

A  certain  parcel  of  land  being  situated  in  the  Southwest ¼ of Section 12,  T6N-Rl 
W  in  the  City  of  Jackson,  Hinds  County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as follows:

Commence at an existing ½” iron pin on the southeastern right-of  way line of Presi-
dential Drive marking the northernmost corner of Lot 7, Presidential Hills, Part 2, a 
subdivision according to the map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the office of 
the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat 
Book 24 at Page 5; run thence North 53 degrees 56 minutes 58 seconds   East   along   
said   southeastern   right-of-way   line   of Presidential Drive for  a distance of 251.50 
feet to a set ½” iron pin marking the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land 
herein described;  from said POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence North 53  degrees  
41 minutes  03  seconds  East along said southeastern right-of-way line of Presiden-
tial Drive for a distance of 542.96 feet to an existing concrete right-of-way monument 
marking the Point of Intersection    of    said    southeastern    right-of-way    line  of 
Presidential   Drive   with  the   West   right-of-way   line   of   U.S. Highway 49; leaving 
said southeastern right-of-way line of Presidential Drive, run thence South 75 degrees 
07 minutes 52 seconds  East along said West right-of-way line of U.S. Highway 49 
for a distance  of 75.56 feet to a set ½” iron pin; run thence South  42  degrees  38 
minutes  41 seconds  East  along  said  West right-of-way line of  U.S. Highway 49 for 
a distance of 468.18 feet to a point in the centerline of an existing ditch; leaving said 
West right-of-way line of U.S. Highway 49, run thence South 47 degrees 38 minutes 
09 seconds  West along  said  centerline of an existing ditch for a distance  of 150.00 
feet to a point; run thence South 54 degrees 24 minutes 55 seconds  West along  said  
centerline of an existing ditch for a distance  of 599.73 feet to a point; leaving said 
centerline of an existing ditch, run thence North 42 degrees 39 minutes 02 seconds 
West for a distance of 546.19 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 9.34 
acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, October 26, 2016, at which time 
all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made 
to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of September 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/06/2016, 10/20/2016

LEGAL

Advertisement 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR 

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 
ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE EQUIPMENT 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals from quali-
fied proposers for the purpose of selecting a Service Provider with which to negotiate 
a Professional Services Agreement for the INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 
ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE EQUIPMENT in the City of Jackson 
(as described in the RFP). 

Proposals will be received by the City of Jackson at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 
219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205, until 3:30 P.M. CST, October 
25, 2016. 

Selection of a Service Provider for contract/agreement negotiation will be based on an 
objective evaluation of the following criteria: 
A. Service Provider’s innovative approach (20%) 
B. Service Provider’s experience, qualifications and references as demonstrated in 
similar engagements (15%) 
C. Expertise of key personnel to be assigned to the contract (20%) 
D. EBO Plan and commitment to maximizing MBE and FBE participation goals (10%) 
E. Cost proposal (35%) 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provision of 
the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or 
offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of 
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at 601-960-1055. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications 
and a copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, 
Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi. 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and en-

suring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initia-
tives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities 
doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on 
various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its 
goal by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
consideration for an award. 

Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one signed original 
plus five copies included with the proposal) shall be submitted in a sealed package and 
plainly marked on the outside of the package: “INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE 
OF ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE EQUIPMENT”. 

Proposals must be submitted to the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South President Street, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201 by no later than 3:30 p.m., local time, on Tuesday, October 
25, 2016. 

Interested firms may obtain a copy of the detailed Request for Proposals at no charge 
from the City’s Website at http://www.jacksonms.gov/bids or from: 

Wanda Tyler Knotts
City of Jackson 
Department of Public Works 
Warren Hood Building 
200 South President Street 
Jackson, MS 39201 
Email: wknotts@jacksonms.gov

Jerriot Smash, Director of Public Works           

Nakesha Watkins, Legal Counsel, Public Works 

Marshand Crisler, Deputy C.A.O., Administrative Office

9/29/2016, 10/06/2016

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI TO AMEND 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ESTABLISH THE PRINCIPAL FUNCTION OF 

THE EQUAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY OFFICE AND TO PLACE SAID OFFICE 
UNDER THE DIRECTION AND SUPERVISION OF THE CITY ATTORNEY. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi is dedicated to increasing ac-
countability and transparency within the City of Jackson; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes the need to ensure that the Equal Business 
Opportunity Office maintains a keen since of neutrality and objectivity with respect to 
auditing and reporting within City departments; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authorities of the City of Jackson are in agreement that the 
Equal Business Opportunity Office would best serve the citizens of Jackson by being 
placed within the Office of the City Attorney. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACK-
SON, MISSISSIPPI. that an ordinance to codify the principal function of the Equal Busi-
ness Opportunity Office and to place said office under the direction and supervision of 
the City Attorney is in the best interest of the City of Jackson and is hereby added to the 
Jackson, Mississippi Code of Ordinances to read as follows: 

Section I. Section 127-1 is hereby created to establish the principal duties of the Office 
of Equal Business Opportunity. 

See. 127.1. Equal Business Opportunity established; duties. 

There is hereby established a separate office of Equal Business Opportunity which 
shall not be under the supervision of the previously established departments. The 
Equal Business Opportunity Officer and his assistants shall work under the direction 
and supervision of the city attorney, but shall be subject to the provisions of such other 
ordinances as shall be adopted regarding such office The Equal Business Opportu-
nity Office shall promote the inclusiveness of minority and female owned businesses 
within the City’s procurement process and shall facilitate. via race and gender neutral 
tools, the equitable awarding of contracts to minority and female business enterprises. 
The Division of Equal Business Opportunity is responsible for the review and approval 
of Equal Business Opportunity Plans that arc part of bid submissions by prospective 
contractors.

 This section shall take effect October 1, 2016. 

Section 2. Section 2.216 shall be amended to place the Office of Internal Audit under 
the direct supervision of the City Attorney and shall read: 

Sec. 2.216. - Office established; duties and establishing the procedure for appointment 
qualifications and term of office. 

There is hereby established a separate office of city attorney, not to be under the su-
pervision of previously established departments. The Office of Internal Audit and Equal 
Business Opportunity Office shall be under the direction and supervision of the city 
attorney. The city attorney and his or her deputies and assistants shall give advice and 
counsel to the mayor and the city council and shall represent the city in all civil matters. 

Section 3. Section 2.336 shall be amended to remove minority business enterprise as 
a principal function of Planning and Development. 

(7) Planning and development. The planning and development department shall per-
form the functions of planning and zoning, developmental assistance including, but not 
limited to, housing, economic development and grants, federal programs, public trans-
portation/JATRAN, building and permits, community improvement. 

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Stamps seconded. 

Yeas- Banett-Simon. Foote, Hendrix. Stamps. Stokes and Tillman. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- Priester. 

ATTEST: 

Kristi Moore City Clerk 

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of records of 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify that the foregoing is 
a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City Council at its regular meeting 
on the 6th day of September, 2016, and recorded in Minute Book “6)”, pages 595-596. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 30th of September, 2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore City Clerk 

10/06/2016
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© Feature Exchange

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 3048 - George Elementary School Windows Restoration

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing 
Time) October 26, 2016, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project will be held at George 
Elementary School,020 Hunter Street, Jackson, MS  39201 on October 12, 2016, 
at 2:30 P.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly 
suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  A $50.00 deposit shall be 
required on each set of plans and specifications, to be refunded upon return of all 
documents in good condition, by 4:30 p.m. the day before bid opening.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Burris/Wagnon 
Architects, P.A., 500L

East Woodrow Wilson Avenue, Jackson, MS 39216, Phone:  601-969-7543, Fax:  
601-969-9374, Email: stan@burriswagnon.com

9/29/2016, 10/06/2016

LEGAL

Advertisement 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

EMERGENCY DEBRIS MONITORING AND 
DISASTER RECOVERY ASSISTANCE 

The City of Jackson (City), Mississippi is raluesting proposals from qualified 
proposers for the purpose of selaxingConsultani/Contractor(s) with which to 
negotiate Contract(s) for Emergency Debris Monitoring as described in the 
RFP. 

Proposals will he received by the City of Jackson at the office of the City 
Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205, until 
3:00 P.M. CT, Tuesday, October 18, 2016. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons conducting business with the City. 
As a pre-condition to selection, each Proposer shall submit a completed and 
signed Equal Business Opportunity (BO) Plan with the proposal submission, 
in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Op-
portunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive 
Order shall disqualify a Proposer from continuing in the selection process. 

A Pre-Proposal Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 13, 2016 at 2:00 
P.M., local time, and will be held in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, 
located on the 1st floor of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President St., 
Jackson, MS. 

Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one signed 
original plus five copies included with the proposal) shall he submitted in a 
sealed package and plainly marked on the outside of the package: “Proposal 
for Emergency Debris Monitoring. Proposals must be submitted to the Office 
of the City Clerk, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 by 
no later than 3:00 p.m. CT, on Tuesday, October 18, 2016. Interested firms 
may obtain a copy of the detailed Request for Proposals at no charge from 
the City’s Website at http://www.jacksonms.govibids or from: 

Alice Montgomery, Interim Solid Waste Manager
City of Jackson 
Department of Public Works 
Warren Hood Building 
200 South President Street 
Jackson, MS 39201 
Email: amontgomery@jacksonms.gov

Jerriot Smash, Director of Public Works 

Nakesha Watkins, Legal Counsel, Public Works 

Marshand Crisler, Interim CAO 

9/29/2016, 10/06/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped 
in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, October 25, 2016, at which time said bids will be publicly 
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following:

98846-102516 – Twenty-Four-Month Landfill Services for: Chipping/Grinding/
Hauling and Disposal of Vegetative Debris with an Option

Bids are available at  HYPERLINK “http://www.jacksonms.gov” www.jacksonms.
gov.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 
604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are 
filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 
1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, 
in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s 
EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more 
information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Appli-
cation and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the 
right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards 
will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in ac-
cordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost 
per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any 
proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In 
those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to 
award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such 
statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, NPCA, CPPB; Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1025

9/29/2016, 10/06/2016
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 3944

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Anthony Ratliff has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jack-
son, an application requesting a Rezoning from C80-C3 (General) Commercial 
District to C-3 (General) Commercial District with a Use Permit, to operate a Used 
Car Dealership on property located at 1619 University Blvd., in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOT 11 LESS 10 FT OF EAST SIDE & LOT 22 MISSISSIPPI ADDITION

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, October 26, 
2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both 
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the 
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel 
on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in 
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of September 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/06/2016, 10/20/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES

IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE CONCESSION FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS AT THE 

JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 017-15-C)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at 
the Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Termi-
nal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, 
until 2:00 p.m. central time on November 4, 2016 (the “Bid Deadline”), for 
construction and related services in connection with the Concession Facility 
Improvements at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (the 
“Work”).

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. central time on 
November 4, 2016 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Community Room, Third Floor 
of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be 
marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number and 
with the wording: “Concession Facility Improvements Project at JAN, JMAA 
Project No. 017-15-C.” Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests for 
withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be con-
sidered for any cause whatsoever. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized 
representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by 
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. 
The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Ad-
vertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement to be execut-
ed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder. Any Addenda issued clarifying 
and/or changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/or changing instruc-
tions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to 
the Instruction to Bidders, including plans and specifications, shall become 
part of the Information for Bidders. Plans and specifications related to the 
Work are considered a part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN at 
the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3635
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention:  Darion Warren
Director of Capital Programming

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work) 
may be obtained upon payment of a $260.00 non-refundable fee per set.  Bid 
documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition for purchase 
cost to be refunded.  The Architect for this Project reserves the right to deter-
mine quality of plans upon return.  Payment for the bid documents is to be in 
the form of a company or cashier’s check made payable to Sir Speedy Print-
ing.  The check may be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents at the 
following address or may be mailed to the following address:

Sir Speedy Printing
2701 North State Street
Jackson, MS  39216
Telephone: (601) 981-3045
Facsimile: (601) 362-2909
Email: speedy3401@aol.com 

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the re-
quest.  Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment 
is received.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on October 
19,2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main 
Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 
100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance at the Pre-Bid Con-
ference is mandatory for all those submitting bids as a Prime Contractor for 
the Work.  Identified Sub-Contractors and or persons seeking opportunities 
to provide work as a Sub-Contractor are encouraged to attend the pre-bid 
conference, though attendance is not mandatory.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work 
by Addendum issued before the Bid; to waive informalities in the bidding pro-
cess; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before awarding 
the Contract.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to pro-
vide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Addenda 
by posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/RFQrfb-center/).   JMAA will 
also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on record 
with JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 22% for the Work solicited 
by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

DATE: October 5, 2016   /s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.    
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Officer

10/06/2016, 10/13/2016
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR MAGNOLIA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
SIGN VARIANCE FOR MAGNOLIA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION TO RECEIVE 
CITIZEN INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016 AT 10:00 
A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE 
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & LICENSE DI-
VISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

9/22/2016  9/29/2016  10/06/2016

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI TO 
AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ESTABLISH THE PRINCIPAL 

FUNCTION OF THE OFFICE OF THE INTERNAL AUDITOR AND TO PLACE 
SAID OFFICE UNDER THE DIRECTION AND SUPERVISION

OF THE CITY ATTORNEY. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi is dedicated to increasing 
accountability and transparency within the City of Jackson; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes the need to ensure that the Office of 
Internal Audit maintains a keen since of neutrality and objectivity with respect to 
auditing and reporting within City departments; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authorities of the City of Jackson arc in agreement 
that the Office of Internal Audit would best serve the citizens of Jackson by being 
placed under the direction and supervision of the City Attorney. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. that amendments to the Code of Ordinances of Jack-
son, Mississippi to place the Office of Internal Audit under the direction and su-
pervision of the City Attorney is in the best interest of the City of Jackson and 
amendments are hereby made as follows: 

Section 1. Section 2-531 is hereby amended to establish the principal duties of 
the Internal Auditor and to place the Internal Auditor and his or her staff under the 
direction of the city attorney and shall read: 

Sec. 2-531. - Internal auditor, duties. 

There is hereby established a separate office of the internal auditor which shall not 
be under the supervision of the previously established departments. The internal 
auditor and his assistants shall work under the direction and supervision of the city 
attorney, but shall be subject to the provisions of such other ordinances as shall be 
adopted regarding such office. 

The Division of Internal Audit shall provide independent, objective assurance and 
consulting activity designed to promote adequate systems of internal controls in 
compliance with laws, regulations, policies, procedures and agreements through 
reviews and analyses of City services and activities. Primary duties shall include 
financial auditing, fraud detection and prevention, evaluation of internal controls, 
compliance auditing, internal consulting, and assistance with the physical count-
ing of inventories. The Division of Internal Audit shall conduct special reviews and 
programmatic reviews at the request of the Internal Audit Committee, the mayor, 
the city council, finance officer. city departments, boards and commissions. 

This section shall take effect October 1. 2016. 

Section 2. Section 2-216 shall be amended to place the Office of Internal Audit 
under the direct supervision of the City Attorney and shall read: 

Sec. 2-216. - Office established; duties and establishing the procedure for ap-
pointment qualifications and term of office. 

There is hereby established a separate office of city attorney, not to be under the 
supervision of previously established departments. The Office of Internal Audit 
shall be under the direction and supervision of the city attorney. The city attorney 
and his or her deputies and assistants shall give advice and counsel to the mayor 
and the city council and shall represent the city in all civil matters. 

(1) The city attorney shall be appointed by the mayor, and confirmed by a majority 
of the city council at its first meeting in July. He/she must be a practicing attorney 
residing in Hinds County with an office in the city at the time of appointment. 

(2) This section shall take effect October I, 2016. 

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Stamps seconded. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, I lendrix, Stamps, Stokes and Tillman. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- Priester. 

ATTEST: 

Kristi Moore City Clerk 

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of 
records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify that 
the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City Council 
at its regular meeting on the 6th day of September, 2016, and recorded in Minute 
Book “6J”, pages 594-595. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 30th day of September, 
2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore City Clerk 

10/06/2016
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT & VARIANCE

ZONING CASE NO. 3954

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at 
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any 
way affected thereby, that Catherine Patterson has filed with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit and 
Variances for the rear and side yards to build an accessory structure on prop-
erty for use as a “mother-in-law” suite on property located at 220 St. Andrews 
Dr., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as:

Lot Seventy-four (74, THE COUNTRY CLUB OF JACKSON, a subdivision 
according to the map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the office of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 20 at 
page 24, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this 
description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 26, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will 
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of September 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/06/2016, 10/20/2016
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MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Train at home for a career working
with Medical Billing and Insurance
Claims. Online training can get you
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln Heritage
Life Insurance wants insurance Agents.
Leads - No Cold Calls - Commissions
Paid Daily - Agency Training. Life
Insurance required. Call 1-888-713-
6020  

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com

PROTECT YOUR HOME with fully cus-
tomizable security and 24/7 monitoring
right from your smart-phone. Receive
up to $1500 in equipment, free
(restrictions apply). Call 1-800-815-5610

DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
(FREE!) with Choice All-Included
Package. $60/mo for 24 months.  No
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-215-
6713
DISH NETWORK - NEW FLEX PACK.
Select the Channels You Want. FREE
Installation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24
months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a
month. CALL 1-800-319-2526

DO YOU OWE $10,000 IN BACK
TAXES? We help people resolve tax debt.
$50 cash back upon sign-up. BBB
Accredited. Call for free consultation. 1-
800-942-3817

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

C o m p u t e r s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e

E m p l o y m e n t - S a l e s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E v e n t s

H o m e  S e c u r i t y

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

Week of October 02, 2016

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

HIRING
CORRECTIONAL
OFFICERS

The Mississippi Department of
Corrections is looking to hire new
correctional officers statewide at
our three state prisons--the Mis-
sissippi State Penitentiary
(MSP) at Parchman on Wednes-
day, October 5, 2016, South Mis-
sissippi Correctional Institution
(SMCI) in Leakesville on Satur-
day, October 8, 2016, and the
Central Mississippi Correctional
Facility (CMCF) in Pearl on
Tuesday, October 11, 2016.  In-
terviews and screenings will be
conducted at all three state pris-
ons at 8:30 a.m.
Correctional officers are responsi-
ble for the supervision, care, cus-
tody, and control of inmates.
Starting pay is $2,075.27 per
month.  Applicants who accept the
correctional officer job must attend
a paid 8-week training academy
and work a 12-hour shift.
Job requirements include an appli-
cant must be at least 21 years of
age, provide proof of a high school
diploma or G.E.D., possess a valid
driver's license and Social Security
card, and have no felony or do-
mestic violence conviction.  Males
between the ages of 21-25 must
show proof of Selective Service
registration.   Potential applicants
must also pass a math quiz, a writ-
ten report, a physical agility exer-
cise, a drug test (at no cost), a
background investigation and a
polygraph test.  The Interview and
Screening process can last up to
four (4) hours.

Individuals may apply online at
the MDOC website,
www.mdoc.state.ms.us or the
Mississippi State Personnel
Board website,
www.mspb.ms.gov. Or, contact
MDOC Personnel Services at
(601) 359-5696 or the Personnel
Departments at the facilities:
MSP (601) 745-6611 ext. 2366,
CMCF (601) 932-2880 ext. 6701,
and SMCI (601) 394-5600 ext. 
1217.

EXPERIENCE THE
GLOW!

Film, Technology, Music, Art,
Writers, Cosplay, Virtual 

Reality, Mississippi’s Largest
Video Game Tournament.

Grenada Afterglow
Film Festival
October 7 & 8

www.GrenadaAfterglow.com

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 95 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement Available

To Place Your Ad Order Call: 

MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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75% of Mississippians read a 
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Double your impact with a business ad in 
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
 Notice to Apply for Package Retailer Permit

Notice is hereby given that we the members of Next Level Entertainment, 
LLC, owners Martilious Holly and L. Socrates Garrett, intend to make ap-
plication for a Package Retailer Permit as provided for by the Local Option 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Laws, Section 67-1-1, et seq. of the Mississippi 
Code of 1972 Annotated. The business being located at the Metro Center 
Mall is near the junction of Interstates 20 and 220 at 3645 U.S. Highway 80, 
Jackson, Mississippi, 39209. If granted such permit, we propose to operate 
as a limited liability company.

9/29/2016, 10/06/2016



BRUNSWICK, Ga. – A Geor-
gia man charged with killing his 
toddler son wept in court Tues-
day as his attorney told a jury 
the child’s death two years ago 
inside a hot SUV is certainly the 
father’s fault, but he committed 
no crime.

Justin Ross Harris was 
charged with malice murder and 
other crimes after his 22-month-
old son, Cooper, perished in 
June 2014. Authorities say the 
boy was left for seven hours 
in his father’s vehicle parked 
outside the Home Depot office 
where Harris worked in the At-
lanta suburbs.

Maddox Kilgore, Harris’ lead 
defense attorney, told jurors dur-
ing the second day of the trial 
that Harris forgot his son was in 
the back seat because of a sim-
ple change in routine – he took 
the boy with him to breakfast 
that morning, though he usually 
dropped Cooper off at daycare 
before eating.

“Ross Harris is responsible for 
his child’s death. It’s his fault, no 
doubt about it,” Kilgore told the 
jury in his opening statement. 
“What you’re going to see here 
at this trial is that being respon-
sible is not the same thing as be-
ing a criminal.”

Prosecutors say Harris actual-
ly plotted to kill his son, hoping 
to escape his family responsibil-
ities to focus on sexual liaisons 
he was having with prostitutes 
and women he met online.

“This case is about death, 
deception and a double life,” 
prosecutor Chuck Boring said in 
his opening remarks to the jury 

Monday.
Kilgore told jurors they will 

indeed hear about “immoral 
sexual behavior” and “graphic, 
filthy sexual talk” by his client. 
He said Harris “has earned ev-
ery bit of shame that’s coming 
his way.”

But Harris was also planning 
a future with his wife and son 
– from planning a family cruise 
at the time of Cooper’s death to 
talking with a real estate agent 
about finding a larger house in 
a good school district, Kilgore 
said.

Meanwhile, in the courtroom, 
Harris dabbed his eyes with a 
tissue and wiped a finger be-
neath his nose as he quietly cried 
at the defense table.

The jury spent Tuesday af-
ternoon watching a 90-minute 
police video showing Harris’ 
reactions when officers first ar-
rived at the parking lot where the 
father stopped and tried to help 
his dead son.

Harris can be seen pacing rap-
idly with his hands on his head, 
letting out a loud scream.

Cobb County police detec-
tive Jacquelyn Piper, who was a 
patrol officer at the time, noted 
on the witness stand that Harris 
was combative at first. When an-
other officer asked him to get off 
his cellphone, Harris snapped: 
“Shut the (expletive) up. My 
son just died.” The officers then 
handcuffed Harris and took his 
phone.

The video shows Harris tell-
ing Piper: “I was supposed to 
drop him off this morning and 
I didn’t do it. I swear I dropped 
him off. I thought I did.”

Then Harris is placed in Pip-

er’s patrol car and spends the 
better part of an hour in silence. 
At first he complains about the 
car being hot, and that the hand-
cuffs on his wrists are too tight.

Later, when he appears to be 
alone in the car, he starts sob-
bing. “Oh my God! What have I 
done? My boy! My boy!”

Both sides urged jurors to pay 
attention to Harris’ demeanor. 
Prosecutor Boring said the evi-
dence reveals Harris showing 
little emotion. Kilgore countered 
that Harris is obviously dis-
traught.

After moving to Georgia from 
Alabama in 2012, Harris settled 
in suburban Cobb County where 
he worked as a web developer 
for Home Depot. Superior Court 
Judge Mary Staley Clark moved 
the trial 275 miles to the coastal 
city of Brunswick, citing intense 
pretrial publicity the case re-
ceived in metro Atlanta.

Harris faces life in prison if 
he’s convicted of murder. Pros-
ecutors decided not to seek the 
death penalty.

Harris told police he watched 
cartoons with his son that morn-
ing, took him to breakfast at a 
Chick-fil-A restaurant and kissed 
Cooper while strapping him into 
his car seat. But Harris said he 
forgot to drop his son off at day 
care and drove to work, forget-
ting the boy was in the back seat.

Kilgore said the jury will hear 
expert testimony that a distrac-
tion could have caused Harris in 
a split second to forget his son 
was sitting behind him.

“Human memory is an amaz-
ing and miraculous thing,” 
Kilgore said. “But it’s not per-
fect and sometimes it fails us.”

There’s no actual memo, but 
first lady Michelle Obama is 
going all-out to make sure the 
White House kitchen garden 
that she created in 2009 and 
expanded twice doesn’t get 
plowed under by the next first 
family.

With less than four months 
left in the Obama administra-
tion, the first lady on Wednes-
day was unveiling an expand-
ed and improved garden with 
the hope that it will endure 
regardless of who takes office 
come January.

The garden’s size has grown 
from an original 1,100 square 
feet to 2,800 square feet. It 
has a new wooden arbor for 
an entrance, wider bluestone 
walkways, wooden tables and 
benches.

There’s even an inscribed 
stone that reads: “White House 
Kitchen Garden, established 
in 2009 by First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama with the hope of 
growing a healthier nation for 
our children.”

This patch of raised beds is 
much more than a garden to 
Mrs. Obama: It’s her legacy, 
at the heart of her years-long 
quest to fight childhood obe-
sity and promote healthier liv-
ing.

School students will join 
the first lady on Thursday for 
the Obamas’ final fall harvest, 
bringing in eggplant, okra, 
tomatoes, herbs and much 
more. Then, in coming weeks, 
the beds will be covered with 
plastic hoop houses to allow 
vegetables such as broccoli, 

kale and collard greens to 
grow right through the winter 
– and into the next administra-
tion.

Much as the first lady wants 
to see the garden endure, the 
next first family can decide 
whether to keep it or go in a 
different direction.

Neither campaign respond-
ed to a request for comment 
on what a Trump or Clinton 
administration might do with 
the kitchen garden.

But it’s fair to speculate that 
it might be a higher priority 
for Clinton than Trump.

Clinton is known for eating 
lots of fruits and vegetables. 
Trump, not so much.

As first lady, Clinton di-
rected chef Walter Scheib to 
bring “contemporary Ameri-
can cuisine and nutritionally 
responsible food to the White 

House,” Scheib later wrote. 
There was even a small garden 
o the White House roof for 
growing produce, according to 
Scheib, who died in 2015.

Trump, for his part, loves 
red meat and is proud to pa-
tronize McDonald’s and KFC.

What started for Mrs. 
Obama as a fairly simple 
kitchen garden in 2009 grew 
into her broader Let’s Move 
initiative to promote healthy 
eating and habits.

Over the years, the garden 
has supplied fruits and veg-
etables for the first family, 
soup kitchens, guests at White 
House receptions and other 
events, even state dinners.

Students from around the 
country have helped with 
planting and harvesting, and 
335,000 visitors have toured 
the garden over the years.

HEALTH

Defense: Georgia hot car death 
is dad’s fault, but no crime

First Lady going all-out to 
preserve White House garden
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By Russ Bynum
Associated Press

By Nancy Benac
Associated Press

A new arbor adorns the entrance to the White House garden at the White 
House in Washington, Oct. 5. Michelle Obama is going all-out to ensure 
the White House kitchen garden that she created in 2009 doesn’t get 
plowed under by the next first family. AP PHOTO/MANUEL BALCE CENETA



For the first time in school history, 
the Alcorn State University cross coun-
try programs swept the SWAC weekly 
honors as freshman Qaseem Wajd was 
named Men’s Runner of the Week and 
sophomore Angelica Jacobs notched 
Women’s Runner of the Week accolades, 
announced Oct. 4.

Wajd becomes the first Brave to earn 
the award since Darien Hennington won 
Sept. 16, 2014. Jacobs was the first Lady 
Brave to be selected since Condrea Col-
lins on Oct. 24, 2012.

A native of Orlando, Fla., Wajd posted 
a top-40 showing of 18:39.6 in the 5K 
Oct. 1, at the McNeese Cowboy Stam-
pede while competing against the likes of 
McNeese State, Texas Southern, South-
ern, Southeastern Louisiana, Grambling 
State and Northwestern State. It marked 

a season-best as the time broke a mark of 
18:53.98, previously set Sept. 17 at LSU.

Wajd has tallied Alcorn’s top time in 
two of the three meets this season.

Jacobs, a Houston, Texas product, 
continued to set the pace for the Lady 
Braves, as she ran a season-best 5K 
time of 21:05.7 Saturday. She finished 
in 13th-place overall and along the way, 
broke her previous season-best mark of 
21:17.55, which was set at the LSU In-
vitational.

She has clocked in as the top finisher 
for the Lady Braves at all three meets this 
year.

Wajd, Jacobs and the cross country 
programs will be back in action when 
they close out the regular season Oct. 15 
at Mississippi College. The 2016 SWAC 
Championships is slated for Oct. 21 in 
Clinton.

The Jackson State football 
team used a stingy defensive ef-
fort and a ground control offen-
sive attack to hold on to a tough 
16-14 victory over in-state rival 
Mississippi Valley State Oct.1, 
at Mississippi Veterans Memo-
rial Stadium.

With the win JSU improves 
to a 2-3 overall record and a 2-1 
SWAC mark. The Delta Devils 
fell to a 0-5, 0-4 record.

On a day when Mississippi 
Valley State legend Jerry Rice 
came back to the Magnolia 
State and gave the Delta Devils 
a pre-game talk it seemed, early 
on, that the Tigers would be 
ripe for a loss after sitting atop 
the SWAC Eastern Division for 
a week.

By the 7:38 mark in the sec-
ond quarter, MVSU had built 
a 14-3 lead over the Tigers. 
However, JSU reclaimed the 
momentum and scored the final 
14 points of the game. JSU fin-
ished with 360 total offensive 
yards and MVSU recorded 254 
total yards.

All of the scoring took place 
in the first half. The Delta Dev-
ils scored the first points of the 
game when Booker Chambers 
hauled in a 17-yard touchdown 
pass from Austin Bray. The Ti-
gers got on the scoreboard at 
the 25 second mark in the first 
quarter on a 28-yard Christian 
Jacquemin field goal, cutting 
Valley’s lead to 7-3. The score 
capped a 10-play, 80-yard drive 
that lasted 3:11. The Delta Dev-
ils scored their last points of the 

game at the 7:38 mark in the 
second when Bray capped off 
a six-play, 72-yard drive with 
a three-yard run, making the 
score 14-3.

The Tigers scored the final 
two touchdowns in the second 

quarter. JSU used its jumbo 
package after getting into the 
red-zone. Nickolas Davis, a 
6-3, 275 pound offensive line-
man served as the Tigers’ lead 
blocker and led Joshua Bates 
in for a one-yard score. The 

play capped a six-play, 74-yard 
drive. The drive was sparked by 
runs of 21-yards by Bates and 
32-yards by Jordan Johnson.

Dan Williams made an amaz-
ing one-hand catch in the end 
zone to cap the scoring. Jordan 

Johnson had a run of 25-yards 
and Williams hauled in a 39-
yard pass to set up the score.

All-American Javancy Jones 
forced and recovered a Thom-
as Stokes fumble on the Mis-
sissippi Valley State 42 yard 

line, which led to the go-ahead 
touchdown of the game for JSU 
– a one-hand grab by Dan Wil-
liams in the end zone.

The Tigers return to action 
Oct. 15, when JSU hosts South-
ern in SWAC action.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

JSU Tigers overcome Delta Devils 16-14
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Alcorn’s cross country programs make history
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jerry Rice Day proclaimed in state

Gov. Phil Bryant proclaimed Sept. 30 “Jerry Rice Day” in Mississippi. The proclamation was made at the state Capitol. Rice, a Craw-
ford native, played football at Mississippi Valley State University from 1981-1984. He then played for 20 years in the NFL, mostly 
with the San Francisco 49ers. Rice is considered one of the top 100 greatest players in NFL history. He was inducted into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in 2010. Pictured with Rice (third from left) are Sen. John Horhn (from left), Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves and Bryant. 
PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

PHOTOS BY KEVIN ROBINSON



BOOK REVIEW:
“DREAM A 
WORLD ANEW”
BYTHE NATIONAL MUSEUM 
  OF AFRICAN AMERICAN 
  HISTORY & CULTURE
  C.2016, SMITHSONIAN BOOKS
  $40.00 / $47.00 CANADA  • 288 PAGES

On April 20, 2010, the Deep-
water Horizon drilling rig, lo-
cated 41 miles off the coast of 
Louisiana, exploded when high-
pressure methane gas blew out 
the drill pipe. Eleven members 
of the crew perished in the ensu-
ing fiery inferno which engulfed 
the platform.

The accident also caused the 
worst oil spill in U.S. history, 
with more than 200 million gal-
lons of crude leaking into the 
Gulf of Mexico by the time 
the well was finally capped 86 
days later. At that point, authori-
ties turned their attention to the 
question of who was to blame 
for the mammoth ecological di-
saster. 

There was no shortage of po-
tential villains to sort through, 
given that the drilling unit had 
been built in South Korea, was 
owned by Transocean Limited, a 
Swiss company, operated under 
the flag of the Marshall Islands, 
was leased to British Petroleum 
(BP) but maintained by Halli-
burton, an American field ser-
vice corporation, and serviced 
by Schlumberger, a Dutch com-
pany.

Ultimately, the bulk of the 
blame would be attributed to BP, 
which would be found guilty of 
gross negligence and pay bil-
lions of dollars in damages to 
thousands of aggrieved parties.

Directed by Peter Berg (Bat-
tleship), Deepwater Horizon 
revisits the infamous incident 
primarily from the perspective 
of the rig’s chief electronics 

technician, Mike Williams. The 
picture reunites Berg with Mark 
Wahlberg with whom he previ-
ously collaborated on Lone Sur-
vivor.

Wahlberg plays Williams, a 
working-class hero of unques-
tioned integrity. As the film un-
folds, we find him bidding adieu 
to his family before departing 
for a 21-day tour on the Horizon. 
If only Mike had heeded warn-
ing signs like his wife’s (Kate 
Hudson) premonitions and his 
daughter Sydney’s (Stella Allen) 
science project with a Coke can 
geyser gone kabluey, he might 
have had the good sense to call 
in sick.

The same could be said of his 
colleague Andrea Fleytas (Gina 
Rodriguez), a mechanic who 
couldn’t get her car started that 
same morning. Even the heli-
copter ferrying them to work ex-
perienced an ominous bird strike 
en route to the platform. And 
upon landing, they’re greeted by 

a pal with a macabre skull-and-
crossbones emblazoned on his 
hard hat.

Of far more significance are 
Don Vidrine (John Malkovich) 
and Bob Kaluza (Brad Leland), 
the bigwig BP bureaucrats who 
begin bullying their employees 
from the minute the chopper 
lands on the deck. This clueless 
pair of villains prove willing 
to put profits before any safety 
concerns, so it’s no surprise 
when the platform’s unstable 
drill pipe pops its cork.

The spectacular, pyrotechnic 
calamity which follows affords 
Mike an opportunity not only 
to play hero in a sea of fire but 
to later shame the cowardly cul-
prits responsible in court. A har-
rowing tale of survival topped 
off by justice duly being served. 
What more could you ask for 
from an action-oriented moral-
ity play? 

Kam Williams can be reached 
at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

There’s so much you wish 
you’d kept.

Of course, you never thought 
of that when things were 
thrown out: your grandmoth-
er’s favorite skirt, a poster 
your uncle hung on his wall, 
an autographed picture of a mi-
nor star from the 1920s. You’d 
cherish them today, but they’re 
gone forever – or are they? In 
“Dream a World Anew” by the 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture, 
you’ll find those kinds of things 
– and more.

The new Smithsonian Mu-
seum began, in essence, with 
slavery.

In looking at the world’s his-
tory, slavery was nothing new; 
it was even practiced in Af-

rica in earlier centuries. This 
time, however – beginning 
with Portuguese slave ships in 
about 1440 – it would lead to 
the largest forced migration of 
humans, ever. More than 12 
million “Africans of enormous 
cultural diversity” were shack-
led, marched cross-country and 
transported across the Atlantic 
Ocean . The numbers were so 
high that, just three-and-a-half 
centuries after it began, “black 
people formed 20 percent of 
the population of the new Unit-
ed States.”

Those new citizens fought on 
behalf of America in the Revo-
lutionary War and, because of 
the “chaos of war,” were often 
freed after service. Slaves, in 
fact, often found it easier to 
demand release then, a “First 
Emancipation” that didn’t last 

long. By the early 1800s, the 
plantation system ensured that 
slavery continued.

Freed at the end of the Civil 
War, black citizens formed 
schools, started businesses, 
created products and founded 
small towns, despite the onus 
of Southern sharecropping. 
Many migrated north, where 
discrimination still existed but 
Jim Crow laws weren’t quite as 
burdensome as they were in the 
South and lynchings weren’t 
nearly as common.

They fought the same battles 
alongside whites (or in racial-
ly-divided military companies) 
in other wars, then they came 
home to more discrimination – 
which ultimately, in part, led to 
a national fight for civil rights. 

And through the centuries, 
African Americans left a trail 

of culture: songs from Africa, 
unique dance “styles and tech-
niques,” minstrelsy and vaude-
ville acts, music, literature, art 
and poetry.

I have to admit, at first, I was 
a little disappointed in “Dream 
a World Anew.” What’s in-
side – the narrative – seemed 
like everything I’d heard be-
fore, so I flipped the book over 
and started paging through it 
again…

While it’s true that familiar 
names are everywhere in this 

book –Wheatley, Turner, Dou-
glass, Truth, Tubman – readers 
will also be absolutely treated 
to stories and mini-biographies 
from regular people throughout 
history. The familiar names are 
rightfully here, but it’s those 
everyday tales that I couldn’t 
get enough of.

And then there are the items 
you’ll see here, and in the 
Smithsonian National Mu-
seum of African American 
History and Culture: a skirt 
worn by someone’s enslaved 

grandmother. Handbills, pho-
tographs, pottery and medals, 
ships logs and shoes, quilts and 
posters and bric-a-brac that all 
tell a story.

No more disappointment. I 
loved this book, and I think you 
will, too. If you enjoy history 
or if you’re planning a visit to 
our nation’s capital, “Dream 
a World Anew” is a souvenir 
you’ll want kept.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Brad Pitt

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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Spectacular disaster flick depicts 
real-life events surrounding BP 

oil spill Deepwater Horizon

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Mark Wahlberg plays a working-class hero in Deepwater Horizon, which 
recounts the nation’s worst oil spill in history. PHOTO COURTESY LIONSGATE



FILM REVIEW:
“THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN”
‘MAGNIFICENT SEVEN’ 
BLENDS OLD, NEW WESTERNS

In the original 1960s The Mag-
nificent Seven, seven gunfighters 
assembled to help a Mexican 
peasant village fight off villains. 
That’s the basic premise. This 
2016 version is an update that 
blends old classic Westerns with 
a new Western genre. What’s on 
view in this kick-ass cowboy 
movie are solid production ele-
ments, alpha male acting, gritty 
direction and tense and compel-
ling storytelling.

For those who aren’t old 
enough to remember the first M7, 
Russian-born actor Yul Bryn-
ner played the lead gunfighter 
and the other six were largely 
icons of the time: Steven Mc-
Queen, Charles Bronson, Robert 
Vaughn, James Coburn, along 
with Brad Dexter and Horst Bu-
chholz. 

Screenwriters Richard Wenk 
and Nic Pizzolatto have created a 

unique blend of innovative action 
sequences and macho characters. 
The former wrote action-heavy 
movies like “The Equalizer” and 
“The Mechanic.” The latter, was 
a novelist and short story writer 
before he became a scribe for 
HBO’s “True Detective” series. 

It’s 1879, somewhere in the 
West. The small town of Ross 
Creek is at the mercy of a gold 
mining baron, Bartholomew 
Bogue (Peter Sarsgaard), who is 
practically stealing the land from 
underneath the locals. Bogue: “I 
came here for greed.” When the 
landowners complain, he and his 
men shoot them, their wives and 
children. Their mistake is kill-
ing the husband of Emma Cullen 
(Haley Bennett). 

Cullen hires a gunslinger, Sam 
Chisolm (Denzel Washington), 
who hunts criminals for money. 
He’s classier than an ordinary 
bounty hunter, but not by much. 
Chisolm is reluctant to take on 

the assignment, until he learns 
the name of the scoundrel, who 
killed her spouse and menaces 
her town. 

One by one Chisolm assembles 
his team of killers: Josh Faraday 
(Chris Pratt) a con man/gambler. 
Goodnight Robicheaux (Ethan 
Hawke), a former Confederate 
army marksman and his Asian 
partner Billy Rocks (Lee Byung-
hun), who throws knives with 
pinpoint accuracy. Jack Horne 
(Vincent D’Onofrio) a big, burly 
man. Vasquez (Manuel Garcia-
Rulfo) is a tall imposing Mexi-
can gunman. And Red Harvest 
(Martin Sensmeier) is a Native 
American who shoots arrows 
that don’t miss. As the men ride 
into Ross Creek blowing away 
henchmen, they send Bogue a 
clear message: Get out of town. 

The multi-racial cast is a pleas-
ant update. In the ’60s version Eli 
Wallach, the son of Jewish immi-
grants from Poland, played the 

Mexican lead villain. Thankfully, 
casting choices are different these 
days. Six out of the seven don’t 
carry enough extra psychological 
baggage to give them depth. But 
Hawk’s character is the excep-
tion. His Goodnight Robicheaux, 
the ex-Confederate soldier who’s 
suffering from post traumatic 
stress disorder, struggles with 
viable inner turmoil, even when 
he’s being philosophical: “What 
we lose in the fire we’ll find in 
the ashes.”

With Antoine Fuqua (Train-
ing Day) as the director, you can 
count on well-choreographed 
action scenes and perfectly mea-
sured out violence and that’s 
what you get. Fuqua is up to the 
challenge of making the classic 
western genre relevant today. 
His direction exhibits a respect 
for the work of the original film’s 
director John Sturges, and for the 
legendary Japanese filmmaker 
Akira Kurosawa, who directed 

and wrote Seven Samurai, the 
1954 film that spawned The 
Magnificent Seven dynasty. 

The director’s efforts are near 
perfectly augmented by above-
par technical elements. The West 
looks especially dusty and sunny 
through Mauro Fiore’s (Training 
Day) lens. Production designer 
Derek Hill built the dust bowl 
town from the ground up out-
side of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
The duds the men wear look like 
they were bought in Tombstone’s 
general store (Costume designer 
Sharen Davis, Ray and Dream-
girls). James Horner and Simon 
Franglen’s musical score is gran-
diose enough to compete with 
the heavy action sequences.

In a career that spans decades, 
on camera and on the stage, 
Washington has never played 
a cowboy. Clad in black with a 
stare that could kill buffalo, his 
domineering performance kicks 
up a lot of prairie dust that settles 

on every character, every scene. 
It’s his movie and the support-
ing cast looks great around him. 
Hawk’s performance is the most 
complex. Sarsgaard is the most 
evil. D’Onofrio is very eccentric, 
which throws the whole group 
off in a very entertaining way. 
Haley Bennett, as the determined 
widow, underscores the relent-
less determination of the crew to 
overthrow outright tyranny.

The new gold standard for 
Hollywood Westerns has ridden 
into town. It’s respectful of the 
past, while it blazes into the fu-
ture of a genre that is as Ameri-
can as covered wagons. 

Dwight Brown is a film critic 
and travel writer. As a film critic, 
he regularly attends interna-
tional film festivals including 
Cannes, Sundance, Toronto and 
the American Black Film Festi-
val. Read more movie reviews by 
Dwight Brown at DwightBrown-
Ink.com.

By Dwight Brown
NNPA Newswire Film Critic

ATLANTA – Grammy-
winning singer John Legend 
will play an iconic runaway 
slave-turned abolitionist on 
WGN America’s drama series 
“Underground.”

Sony Pictures Television 
and WGN announced in a 
statement Sept. 30, that Leg-
end will guest star as Fred-
erick Douglass. Legend also 
serves as an executive pro-
ducer of the series, which 
delves into the challenges 
and dangers for slaves during 
their journey on the Under-
ground Railroad.

The second season is ex-
pected to premiere early 

next year. 
E p i s o d e s 
are being 
filmed in 
Savannah, 
Ga., for the 
first time 
since mov-

ing production from Baton 
Rouge, La.

The series stars Jurnee 
Smollett-Bell, Aldis Hodge, 
Alano Miler and Christopher 
Meloni.

Douglass is one of the many 
historical figures featured on 
the series. Aisha Hinds will 
portray Harriett Tubman, who 
helped slaves escape during 
the Civil War.

NEW YORK – First lady Michelle Obama will 
mark International Day of the Girl on Oct. 11, by 
Skyping with girls around the world about education 
challenges in their lives.

The event is sponsored by Glamour magazine’s 
The Girl Project, which offers education help to 
more than 50 million girls worldwide.

Obama will be joined from the Newseum in Wash-
ington, D.C., by “Black-ish” actress Yara Shahidi 
and Glamour editor-in-chief Cindi Leive.

Participating in the event will be girls in Washing-
ton, Jordan, Peru, Tanzania and the U.K. The event, 
with help from cosmetics giant Maybelline New 
York, kicks off a monthlong campaign by The Girl 
Project to raise money for education programs.

Glamour will host 100 watch parties in 100 coun-
tries.

MINNEAPOLIS – More than five 
months after Prince’s fatal drug over-
dose, investigators have narrowed their 
focus to two main questions: whether 
doctors illegally prescribed opioids 
meant for the pop star and whether the 
fentanyl that killed him came from a 
black-market source, a law enforcement 
official said.

Those lines of inquiry raise the pros-
pect that a doctor or doctors could be 
charged with writing unlawful prescrip-
tions and that a separate suspect or set of 
suspects with ties to narcotics trafficking 
could be charged with supplying the fatal 
dose.

Prince was 57 when he was found 
April 21 in an elevator at his suburban 

Minneapolis studio and estate. Authori-
ties have revealed little publicly about 
their investigation, saying only that the 
probe is ongoing.

The law enforcement official who de-
scribed the investigation has knowledge 
of the inquiry but spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the person was not 
authorized to comment on the record. 
The person declined to provide any ad-
ditional details.

Investigations of fatal overdoses can 
be lengthy and complex, especially when 
drug traffickers or other underworld fig-
ures are involved.

Ryan Pacyga, a Minneapolis criminal 
defense attorney who is not connected to 
the Prince case, said law enforcement is 
not going to rush unless there is a risk to 
the public or immediate danger to others.
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Legend to portray Frederick 
Douglass on ‘underground’

First Lady to chat 
via skype with girls 
around the globe

Official: Prince probe focusing
on doctors, black market drugs

The Associated Press

The Associated Press

By Michael Tarm and Amy Forliti
Associated Press

Legend
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October 5 - 11, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

CHUCK
ROAST

PER  LB.

$299

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$129

FRESH  FRYER

THIGHS  OR 
DRUMSTICKS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

79¢

ASSORTED

PROGRESSO
SOUPS

18.5 - 19  OZ.

4/$5

12  CT.  DOUBLE  ROLL ANGEL  SOFT

BATH  TISSUE
OR  8-ROLL  SPARKLE

TOWELS
$499

KRAFT  DELUXE  MAC  &  CHEESE 
OR  VELVEETA  SHELLS  N  CHEESE

DINNERS
9.4 - 14  OZ.

2/$5

SALTED / UNSALTED

LAND  O  LAKES
BUTTER
1  LB. QTRS. ................................ 

$399

PILLSBURY

CRESCENT  OR
CINNNAMON
ROLLS
8 - 12  OZ. ................................... 

2/$4
PILLSBURY

COOKIE  DOUGH
16  OZ.  CHUB  .............................. 

2/$5
KRAFT

SHREDDED
CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. .................................... 

2/$5
ASSORTED 

YOPLAIT  
YOGURT 
4 - 6  OZ.  ......................... 

2/89¢

BRIGHT  &  EARLY

BREAKFAST
DRINK
59  OZ.  ..................................... 

$100

GORTON'S  SELECT

FISH  OR  SHRIMP
14 - 24.5  OZ.  ............................... 

$499

piggly wiggly

RED  OR  WHITE

SEEDLESS  GRAPES
PER  LB.

$149

WASHINGTON  GROWN  RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
PER  LB.

$100
FRESH  CRISP

LETTUCE
HEAD

89¢

FRESH

BABY  PEELED  
CARROTS

1  LB.

$100

FRESH

RUSSET  POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$249

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

NEW  YORK
STRIP  STEAK

PER  LB.

$699
COUNTRY  PLEASIN'

SMOKED 
SAUSAGE

14  OZ.

$389

FAMILY  PACK

PORK
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$179
FRESH  

WESTERN  STYLE
PORK  RIBS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$199

FRESH  FRYER

BONELESS
TENDERS

PER  LB.

$279
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  

BONELESS  
CHUCK  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$359


