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On the occasion of our 23rd year
anniversary, The Mississippi Link
dedicates this publication to breast
cancer awareness, just as we have
done for the past eight years. The
American Cancer Society is actively fighting breast cancer by helping women
get tested to find breast cancer earlier and helping them to understand treatment options and cope
with the physical and emotional side effects. As a
breast cancer survivor, I was one of the fortunate
ones. I have been cancer free for over 10 years, but
I wish to see the day that there is a cure.
Also, on our 23rd anniversary, we want to
dedicate this issue to ‘Get Out to Vote’ – GOTV.
The Mississippi Link has attended several events
where we registered new voters. As we dedicate
this issue to GOTV, we encourage everyone to
exercise their right to vote. Many people fought
and died so that all citizens could take part in the
voting process, and we hope that every registered
voter will take advantage of this right.
Each year on The Mississippi Link’s anniversary, I reflect on where we are today, how far we
have come and, more importantly, where we are
headed. I reflect on how blessed we are to have
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JSU alumni group
responds to President
Meyers’ resignation
From Staff and Wire reports
The president of Jackson State University National Alumni Association has responded to Carolyn W. Meyers turning in her letter of resignation.
In a statement, Yolanda R.
Owens, said, “We are grateful to
Dr. Carolyn W. Meyers for the
outstanding service that she has
given to Jackson State University
since 2011. Under her leadership,
the University has experienced
tremendous growth and further Meyers
established itself as a diverse, technologicallyadvanced four-year university steeped in history
and committed to preparing its students to become global leaders.
“As we prepare to write the next chapter of
Jackson State University’s incredible story, let us
work in unity to ensure that our dear old college
home fulfills its mission and continues to build on
the legacy established by our 10th president and
previous leaders. This is OUR alma mater.
Meyers
Continued on page A5

Spence Flatgard (from left), Sen. David Blount and Ole Miss Assistant Professor Marvin King, Ph.D. discussed “Beyond the Voting Rights Act” during the Mississippi
Humanities Council’s monthly Ideas on Tap meeting Oct. 25, at Hal and Mal’s in Jackson. Also shown is Moderator Carol Andersen. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor
In a matter of days, Mississippians will head to the polls to cast
their ballot in national, state and local races. That is, if they decide to
vote at all.
The contention in the 2016 presidential race between Hillary Clinton
and Donald Trump has caused some
registered voters to consider staying

home.
During the Mississippi Humanities Council’s monthly Ideas on Tap
meeting Oct. 25, at Hal and Mal’s
the topic was “Beyond the Voting
Rights Act.”
Three panelists answered questions from the moderator and audience. Panelists were Sen. David
Blount, Marvin King, Ph.D., associate professor of political science at

the University of Mississippi; and
Spence Flatgard, a Jackson attorney
who specializes in campaign finance
and election laws. Carol Andersen,
assistant director of MHC, moderated the panel discussion. Andersen is
also the communications director of
the Jackson area League of Women
Voters of Mississippi.
When asked what their response
would be to those considering not

voting, the panelists all offered insights for not staying home on Election Day.
“Well, you’ve got two pretty different candidates and one of them
is going to be president,” Blount
said. “They’re going to be appointing justices to the Supreme Court

Vote
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Vandalized Emmett Till marker to be replaced
Associated Press
and Trice Edney Newswire
GLENDORA – A center dedicated to the memory of slain black teen Emmett Till has raised over
$20,000 to replace a bullet-riddled sign commemorating the 1955 Mississippi killing that helped spur
the civil rights movement.
The Emmett Till Interpretive Center has raised
about 10 times the amount it will cost to replace the
historical marker, according to a story published by
The Clarion-Ledger.
Center director Patrick Weems said the new sign
will cost between $1,400 and $2,000. He said the
extra donations will be used to commemorate Till
in other ways.
“In doing this work for 10 years and now seeing
this outpouring from people who want to see Emmett Till’s memory sustained, that is incredible,” he

Emmett Till marker
said about the donations.
The sign commemorating Till’s slaying has been
a repeated target of vandals, and was recently found
to be damaged with bullet holes. The gunman or
gunmen fired more than 40 shots into the sign,

which is located two hours north of Jackson. No
one has been arrested, but someone placed flowers
in front of the site of J.W. Milam’s home.
The sign was initially put up by the Emmett Till
Memorial Commission in 2008. It commemorates
where Till’s beaten body was pulled from the Tallahatchie River in 1955 after Roy Bryant and his half
brother J.W. Milam murdered the 14-year-old. His
brutal murder sparked the modern day civil rights
movement.
Bryant and Milam kidnapped Till from his great
uncle’s and aunt’s home in Money, Miss., Aug. 28,
1955, for allegedly whistling at Bryant’s wife, Carolyn, after shopping at the Bryant Grocery & Meat
Market.
By whistling at Carolyn, Till violated one of the

Emmett Till
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Breast cancer survivors inspire, educate
By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor
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There are numerous women and
even some men in the Jackson metro area who should be honored for
their courageous battle with breast
cancer.
All of their different stories offer
details to educate and inspire the
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masses.
Breast cancer doesn’t discriminate and kills 44,000 women every
year but there are 1.3 million breast
cancer survivors. One in eight
women will be diagnosed with
breast cancer and one in 37 will die
from it.
Three area women recently
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of Maya Angelou
Page B11

shared their stories of diagnosis and
survival.
Katrina B. Myricks, 53, of Madison, was sitting in the lobby of her
doctor’s office grading papers after
having her routine mammogram in
January 2013. A breast cancer diagnosis was the furthest thing from
her mind.

Then the Holmes Community
College professor was called back
in for another test.
“They told me I had breast cancer. I said, ‘Say that again.’ I actually went to my knees and started
crying … I was not expecting it.”

Breast cancer

Continued on page A5

Rebecca Foust (left) and Vernessa
Cheatham are breast cancer “survivor sisters” and co-workers.

Share this issue with a friend
by mailing it to:

A2 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

OCTOBER 27 - NOVEMBER 2, 2016

www.mississippilink.com

Friends of Children celebrates 50 years

Paid for by friends of Zack Wallace

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher
“If you want something
you never had, you have to do
something you have never done,”
said Marvin Hogan, executive
director of Friends of Children of
Mississippi, Inc., as he addressed
those in attendance of the 50th
year celebration of a head start
program that has serviced 145,
000 children over a span of 50
years.
Friends of Children, Inc.
celebrated
its
50th
year
anniversary Oct. 22, at the Jackson
Hilton on County Line Road
in Jackson. Attendees included
former students and parents of
FOC, former and current board
members, insurance agents, staff
and other invited guests.
Hogan, who has stated over the
years that FOC is committed to
placing vulnerable children and
their families on a pathway to
success, said we are living in a
world that seems more confusing
every day and in order to improve
the community we live in, we
must continue to work together.
Hogan was very pleased to
announce that FOC is in its
second year of a five-year noncompetitive funding application
grant.
This
announcement
resulted in a standing ovation.
The keynote speaker for the
celebration was Yolande Allen,
former FOC deputy director.
Allen, stated she was very
impressed with a video showing
the history of FOC which
included footage of Marian
Wright Edelman, president and
founder of the Children’s Defense
Fund. Edelman is a strong
supporter of FOC. Allen recalled
the time when Sen. Robert
Kennedy, (during President John
F. Kennedy’s administration)
and his assistant, Attorney Peter
Edelman along with Joseph Clark
of Mississippi toured the povertyridden slums of Mississippi to see
the conditions in which children
were living in the state. It was
during this tour in 1967 that
Edelman met Marian Wright and
they were married in July 1968.

Friends of Children, Inc. current and former board members stand as
policy council members sit for a group photo.
Allen said one must remember
the many shoulders of those
FOC is standing on, many of
which she said, their names are
unknown. These are individuals
which brought food to the early
FOC centers when there was no
funding. She said women brought
their greens and their peas and
their flour and sugar.
The centers were not the nice
buildings we see today Allen
told the audience. She said many
of the centers were located in
churches either in Sunday school
classes or in the sanctuary where
pews were pushed back. She said
the staff gave the children a lot of
love.
Allen said, “I love you is the
least heard statement children
hear today, and we must pass this
statement on.”
She said the little souls teachers
impact today are looking for love
and former students of FOC need
to come back and volunteer to
work for head start centers or
seek permanent jobs in head start
centers.
Allen introduced one of her
former students of head start who
gave a strong testimony regarding
FOC.
Lania Thompson said, “I am a
product of head start.” She said
that coming from a single-parent
home she attended the Farmhaven
Center in 1982. She said that head
start set the tone for her becoming
a lifelong learner and a head start
instructor. When she announced
she received her master’s degree
from Jackson State University,

a thunder of applause broke out.
Thompson has been employed by
FOC, Inc. for 16 years serving in
various positions throughout her
career. She said her children also
attended head start.
Cathy Gaston, FOC deputy/
EHS director, presented other
“head start babies.” Testimonies
were given by a mother, Nekella
Blackmon and her twin sons,
Jestin Clerk and Jeremy Clerk.
The boys are active honor
students at Shirley D. Simmons
Middle School in Canton.
Blackmon, who now works for
Tepper Head Start Center in Isola
proudly stated just as her sons
had done “I was a head start kid.”
A final testimony was given
by Amaya Jones, an 18-yearold head start student who said
even though she had received
numerous awards and certificates,
her “Potty Award” from head
start meant more to her than
any because it set her on a path
of lifelong learning. Jones is a
graduate of Mississippi School
of the Arts with emphasis in
theatre. She is now a freshman
at the University of Mississippi
majoring in liberal arts studies
with emphasis in English,
African-American studies and
theatre. After graduation, she
wants to attend Howard Law
School and become an attorney,
hoping to one day own her own
law firm.
Jones said she has been able
to achieve much with the help of
God and a great foundation at the
early childhood center.
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Chancery clerk promotes breast cancer awareness
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer
The Hinds County Chancery
Clerk’s Office, under the leadership of Chancery Clerk Eddie
Jean Carr, observed Breast Cancer Awareness Month in honor of
breast cancer survivors on Oct.
19. The brief program held on the
patio between the Circuit Court
building and the Hinds County
Sheriff’s Department on Pascagoula Street in Jackson spawned
a huge crowd from the community and work place.
Supporters solidified their
strength in remembrance of those
who have transitioned from Earth
and those who are breast cancer
survivors.
District 1 Supervisor Robert
Graham, Hinds County Sheriff
Victor Mason and Judge Denise
Owens asserted that the fight
against breast cancer is personal
because it is a daily struggle and
fight. They concurred there is a
community that identifies with
them and offers encouragement
that they need not battle the struggle and fight alone.
Carr, a three year, three month
and six day breast cancer survivor said, “I’ve not had to undergo
chemotherapy. I want to encourage people to get checked out.
One year I was fine. The following year I was diagnosed with
breast cancer. I had three sisters
who were diagnosed in their 30s.”
Pamela Young, Brenda Butler
and Daisy Taylor were recognized as breast cancer survivors.
They maintained a breast cancer
diagnosis is no longer equivalent
to a death sentence. The death
sentence, however, occurs when

Chancery Clerk Eddie Jean Carr (speaking) appeals to supporters to get yearly mammograms. Seated are Judge Denise Owens, Hinds County Sheriff Victor Mason, District 1 Supervisor Robert Graham and breast cancer survivors Pamela Young, Brenda Butler and Daisy Taylor. PHOTOS BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

In their fight against breast cancer and hope for a cure, supporters
release pink balloons in the air.

A food attendant serves a hearty meal for all who attended the breast
cancer awareness event.

During an office interview Chancery
Clerk Eddie Jean Carr discloses
her family history with breast cancer and expresses gratitude to her
husband and son for the care that
they’ve given her.

the cancer goes undiagnosed.
Thus, they appealed to the crowd
to do self-examinations and to
undergo medical screenings.
At the end of the ceremony
the supportive crowd continued
to demonstrate solidarity against
breast cancer as they released
pink balloons into the air.
Attendees were randomly interviewed after the ceremony.
Quanda Young indicated she was
present because of her sister Pamela. “I admire her strength and
her courage and that she will continue to fight,” Young said.

Carr escaped to her office and
shared quiet moments with her
family.
“My battle with breast cancer
began with my mother over 50
years ago,” she said. “I have five
sisters and four of my sisters have
breast cancer. In my immediate
family my baby sister was the
first one with breast cancer. My
husband was my caregiver. He
and my son supported me. Every surgery I had my family was
there. This is our fourth occasion.
It’s bigger because everybody
knows I’m a survivor, and we

diagnosed with breast cancer, but
I’ve had colon cancer and ovarian cancer. We are all supportive
of each other. We told our baby
sister that we would not let her
die alone.”
Although October is Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, breast
cancer does not confine itself to
a 31-day period. It is a relentless,
daily reality for millions of women and their families.
Visit the National Breast Cancer Foundation website at www.
nationalbreastcancer.org
for
more information.

Sergeant Kenny Bryant of
Community Services Division
and a law enforcement representative for 15 years stated he
was with Sheriff Mason. “I think
breast cancer affects everybody.
My aunt is a survivor of breast
cancer. My mother had cervical
cancer and I know what these
people go through. Finding cures
for these diseases is needed because they take love ones away
from friends and family.”
As breast cancer survivor supporters partook of a hearty meal
in the Circuit Court building,

always try to find three employees who are people from various
stages who are survivors.”
Carr’s son Christopher, interjected, “The biggest thing
is breast cancer affects the entire family. We are proud of our
mother’s courage for stepping
out.”
Carr’s elderly sister, Rosetta
Lymon, said, “Our mother was
still alive when our first sister
came down with cancer. But our
mother passed when she had her
second ordeal. We are a strong
family. I haven’t been officially

Paid for by friends of Jim Kitchens
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Subscriber thankful for good news
found in The Mississippi Link

Tony and Tina Brown
Allow me to start by saying
how excited I am to share my
feelings and thoughts about
The Mississippi Link newspaper on the occasion of its 23rd
anniversary. I, along with my
wonderful wife, am the proud
owner of Tony and Tina’s Exclusive Salon, where the good
gossip never stops.
Several years ago, one of
my best friends and clients,
Jackie Hampton, and I were
talking about the never end-

ing days of horrible news that
we have to listen to day in
and day out and little to my
knowledge did I know I was
conversing with the publisher
of The Mississippi Link. All
the customers in the shop
were listening to our conversation and making similar
comments.
I expressed to Ms. Hampton how wonderful it would
be to read or hear some good
news for a change and she
told me about The Mississippi Link. Without hesitation, I immediately became a
subscriber. Every issue I receive is of course filled with
a variety of types of things,
but to this day, I love reading
every issue. The paper is just
full of attributes and features
of many overlooked amazing
minorities doing great things
all over the state of Mississippi and beyond. I often refer to
The Mississippi Link as “The

Good News paper.”
There are so many opportunities here that go unknown
but the minute I pick up the
paper, I just get so excited.
From start to finish, each
page is filled with accomplishments and informative
articles from religion to entertainment to sports, health,
education, and of course,
classifieds.
It tells you about what is
going on locally, statewide
and nationally. I could go on
and on, but I just want to say
to the staff of The Mississippi
Link, thank you for your contribution to the state and the
world. I encourage any and
everyone to subscribe to this
amazing newspaper.
Thank you Mississippi Link
and thank you Jackie Hampton for being a great publisher and listener.
Sincerely,
Tony Brown

Johnson captures Miss
Black Mississippi 2017 title
Kristy Johnson, alumna of Jackson State University and Jim Hill
High School, proves beauty queens are more than a pretty face. Her
platform is Be Empowered, reprogramming our youth into believing
in themselves, their communities and surroundings. Through this
platform, she will host summits, service projects and other acts of
kindness within the community and across the state of Mississippi.
Johnson will represent Mississippi in the 2017 Miss Black USA Scholarship Pageant, Aug. 2-7, 2017 in Washington, D.C. for the chance to
earn a $5,000 academic scholarship, a trip to Africa, shoe wardrobe
by Liliana Shoes, ORS Olive Oil Hair products and serve as a celebrity
advocate for the Heart Truth campaign to raise awareness of heart
disease, the leading cause of death of women in the U.S. Miss Black
USA is the nation’s premier pageant for women of color. The non-profit
organization, headquartered in the state of Maryland, has awarded
more than $450,000 in scholarships to its participants to date.

Environmental Technical Sales, Inc.
PROUDLY Recognizes
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
And urges all citizens to GOTV
(Get Out to Vote)
As We Congratulate
The Mississippi Link
for 23 Years of excellent
service to the community.

Sam Agnew

sagnew@etec-sales.com

Mike Todd

mtodd@etec-sales.com

Bryson Agnew

bagnew@etec-sales.com

7731 Office Park Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70809 • 405 Briarwood Drive, Suite 108A • Jackson, MS
Water • Wastewater • Sludge • Air • Equipment • Systems • Solutions

Happy Birthday to

The Mississippi Link

on your 23rd Year Anniversary
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With no history of breast cancer in her family and having recently lost two friends to breast
cancer, Myricks said the news “took me off my
feet.” The old saying, “It happens in three’s”
overwhelmed her.
She didn’t tell her family – husband and
daughter – for nearly a week as she tried to digest
the news herself.
The lump found in her breast turned out to be
triple negative breast cancer. This type of breast
cancer primarily affects African-American women and if not treated can be one of the most progressive forms of breast cancer.
Myricks selected a surgeon to remove the
lump. She also had eight rounds of chemotherapy, injection shots and more than 30 rounds of
radiation.
While undergoing treatment, she worked
when she could. The love and support of friends
and family was crucial, and she did her best to
keep her spirit high. For example, she lost all of
her hair after her second treatment of chemo. “It
really didn’t bother me. (I thought) Oh, Lord, I
hope I have a cute head!”
And she adopted a “no tears allowed” rule
for the few loved ones who came to visit her at
home. Visits were limited to protect her health.
Then her daughter told her one day, “‘But
Mom, God told me to tell you you’re going to
be OK.’ I never went back to that pity moment,”
Myricks said.
Today she is in a wonderful place and huge
advocate for breast cancer awareness. Instead
of walking at the Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer walk last weekend in Jackson, she
worked at the walk. Through her sorority – Madison County Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta – at least 100 wigs have been donated to
the Diva Den of the American Cancer Society.
She’s also gained a lot of “survivor sisters”
over the years, too.
Her advice to others facing a breast cancer diagnosis is to keep your circle small until you’re
ready and you understand your diagnosis, listen
to your physician, don’t go to the Internet and put
your faith in whoever and whatever you believe
in.
Breast cancer runs in Vernessa Cheatham’s
family, so getting her annual mammogram in
November is an essential part of her life. In 2012,
her exam did not detect anything unusual.
However, the next spring the now 55-year-old
spunky grandmother who enjoys time with her
grandkids and riding her motorcycle, felt soreness under her arm after a ride. Then, she felt a
tiny lump. She decided to see her physician and
was diagnosed with stage II breast cancer Her2
positive. She went on to have a bilateral mastectomy, reconstruction surgery and weekly chemo
infusions of Herceptin and six doses of Taxotere.
As a Christian, Cheatham believes in the
power of prayer and thanks her sons, Kenyata
(his wife Menika), Demondric and Shaq Owens,
family, friends and coworkers for their support.
She is especially thankful for her spiritual sisters, Brenda Smith and Kathey Martin; Pastors
Boyd Thompson and Jerry Collier; and Deacon
and Sister Jones; and one family doctor, Rhonda
Funchess.
She fought like a champ and today is living,
loving and laughing.
Cheatham works at the Mississippi Department of Transportation. For more than five years,
she had no idea her co-worker, Rebecca “Becky”
Foust, 56, was fighting the same disease. Today,
they are “survivor sisters” who recently participated in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk in Jackson. They both have a mission to
raise money for more cancer research and patient
services.
“No woman should be without an annual
mammogram. Breast Cancer is 99 percent detectable in the first stages so ladies please do your

and deciding whether to send
our military into combat. They
are going to veto bills, sign bills
… and that has an effect on your
life. There’s more than a dime
of difference between these two
candidates. It’s a very important
position. It’s also your responsibility (to vote).”
“I think often people forget
how much the government affects our day-to-day lives, and
there’s a lot more on the ballot
than just the president,” King
said. “You’ve got your congressional elections; in a lot of states
they’ve got their U.S. senators.
In a lot of other states, not ours,
you’ve got your state legislative
elections and municipal elections as well.”
King noted the exit signs in
the room during the discussion,
the roads citizens drive on and
police officers monitoring those
roads – all of those aspects of
daily living were results of government and therefore, voting.
“There’s a pervasive effect of
government and you know government is doing its job when
people don’t realize the presence
of government in their lives. But
we have very different ways of
and good questions about ‘how
big and what is the government’
(and the) appropriate scope and
size of government – those are
good questions and good debates
and the only way to settle it is
through voting.
“If someone thinks ‘Oh, I’m
not going to vote. I don’t like
these two candidates.’ They are
missing their opportunity to be
a part of that debate, and the debate is going to happen whether

Vernessa Cheatham still enjoys riding her motorcycle.
monthly self-check,” is their shared sentiment.
Cheatham is alive today because she found a
pea-sized lump herself and stresses self examination. “If you feel a lump in your breast, please
do not hesitate to contact your doctor. I almost
didn’t. I don’t know what the outcome would
have been if I had waited seven more months
till the next scheduled mammogram,” Cheatham
said.
Her advice to others diagnosed with breast
cancer is, “Don’t be discouraged and do surround
yourself with positive people. Stay strong in the
Lord and trust the skilled doctors who have been
trained to treat your condition. No question is a
dumb question,” Cheatham said.
Foust had her first mammogram 15 years ago,
at age 41 when a walnut-sized tumor was detected. The biopsies revealed she had stage III breast
cancer. She had already lost her grandmother,
Aunt Velma and close friends, Ruth and Emily,
to the disease.
All she could think about was being there for
her children. She prayed nightly to live to see
them finish high school. One of the most memorable moments of her journey happened following her mastectomy surgery when a nurse removed her bandages and said, “What a beautiful
scar!” At the time, Foust didn’t understand what
the nurse meant, but now she knows the nurse
meant that with the combination of removing
the cancerous breast tissue and chemotherapy,
Foust had a chance to survive. And that she did,
as well as seeing her daughter graduate from high
school.
But in February of this year, the cancer returned. She is now facing metastatic breast cancer, also known as MBC or METS, stage lV or
advanced breast cancer.
Foust said, “That old bully cancer has set
up shop in my lung, sternum, shoulder, rib and
lymph nodes.”
Though she had always said she would never
do chemotherapy again, she now says, “Never
say never because if you are given a chance to
live longer you will do it again.” She was told
by her physician that this time around her cancer
was not curable and she would live the rest of her
life receiving maintenance treatments that may
keep the tumors from progressing.
Miraculously, 80 percent of her tumors are
gone after her chemotherapy. Although she still
has 20 percent in her bones, she remains hopeful. She says she feels so blessed to know many
people and local churches have added her to their
prayer lists and at this point she relies on her
faith of knowing that “everything is going to be
alright.”
“I am still a survivor, but I may be on treatment the rest of my life but am blessed by my
new sisterhood of survivors and helping with
cancer awareness in supporting both American
Cancer Society and Susan G. Komen. They not
only provide patient services, education but also
research. So, one day we will have a cure,” she
said. “I plan on being here for a while.”
Her advice to others is to always get the side

Anniversary
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had over a span of 23 years,
very loyal readers and subscribers, loyal advertisers and
talented staff, present and past,
who have given their best to
make sure we produce a product of which we are proud.
The Mississippi Link is a
proud member of the Mississippi Press Association and the
National Newspaper Publishers Association also known as
the Black Press. Both these organizations have been important to our growth and development over the years. We are
extremely proud of not only
our weekly print edition, but
also our daily online edition
which focuses on new events
that occur each day. We realize that today, we must have a
strong social media presence
while we continue to produce
a print edition that our readers
and subscribers look forward
to receiving each week.
As a member of the Mississippi Press Association, we
believe in the power of community newspapers to deliver
unmatched content and audience reach in the communities
we serve. It is a valued membership that The Mississippi
Link continues to enjoy.

As a member of NNPA, we
strongly believe in the legacy
of the Black Press, because it
reminds us of why we exist
today.
Prior to the Black Press being established in the early
19th century, blacks didn’t exist in main stream newspapers
unless portrayed in a negative
manner.
In a documentary titled
“The Black Press; Soldiers
without Swords,” blacks were
not born, didn’t get married,
didn’t die, didn’t fight in any
wars and didn’t achieve anything of a scientific manner.
As a result, in the year 1827
three black men gathered in
Lower Manhattan and decided
they would use the press as
a weapon; they pooled their
money and started a newspaper called Freedom’s Journal, the first newspaper in the
United States to be published
by African Americans.
It was in the first edition of
Freedom’s Journal that the editors Samuel Cornish and John
Russwurm proclaimed, “Too
long have others spoken for us
. . . We wish to plead our own
cause.”
African-American
owned newspapers sprung up

all over the country showing
that blacks were indeed born,
got married, graduated, and
were high achievers in numerous areas.
We exist today so that we
can tell our own stories. We
enjoy going into the community and telling stories of all
the positive things that are taking place.
We enjoy working in the
community, be it giving out
water to runners at the Blues
Marathon, speaking at colleges and universities during their
media day and other events.
We take part in such causes
as voter registration, the white
cane walk, sickle cell walk,
breast cancer walk.
But our most important outreach is working with interns
in the field of journalism to
help prepare them for their future careers. We offer them the
opportunity to report, write,
edit and learn the techniques of
layout and design here at The
Mississippi Link.
We know that our future is
bright because we try to always do what is right. If we
miss the mark, it’s not because
we are not trying.
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they participate or not. If you
want a say, you’ve got to vote.”
Flatgard summed it up with
this, “If you don’t vote, don’t
complain about the government
you get.”
He said voting reminds him
of his grandfather who fought
in World War II for his right to
vote. Flatgard takes his daughter
with him while voting so she can
witness the process.
“It matters,” he said.
This year in Mississippi, election commissioners are on the
ballot.
“These are honest-to-good
people who run the elections,”
Flatgard said. “Get to know them
and vote for them.”
The 2016 presidential election is making history for lots of
reasons, but primarily because
for the first time ever a woman
could likely become the nation’s
first female president. Besides a
new president, votes for judicial
posts, state congressmen, Supreme Court and election commissioners will be cast in Mississippi.
Another factor making the
2016 election historic is it will be
the first election without the full
protection of the Voting Rights
Act. The Supreme Court decision in Shelby County v. Holder
in 2013 ruled Section 4(b) of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 unconstitutional. Section 4(b) included the coverage formula to
determine which states or local
governments needed clearance
from the federal government before making voting law changes.
Section 5 of the Act required
certain jurisdictions – specifi-

cally ones with histories of voter
discrimination – to get the clearance. Without Section 4(b) being
in effect, Section 5 became basically null.
Throughout the event, the panelists touched on the history of
the Voting Rights Act, its effect
and its future.
“One of the missions of the
Act was to allow more people
to vote,” King noted. However,
since the Constitution allows
each state to determine its voting process, the system can be
complicated. For example, some
states allow online voter registration, but Mississippi does not.
Some states allow any person
to vote early, but in Mississippi
only absentee voting is allowed.
The effect of the Act in Mississippi was an increase of African
Americans registered. Before the
Voting Rights Act about 6-7 percent were registered and today
about 72 percent are registered.
“That’s tremendous progress,”
King said.
The panelists also noted the
increase of voting law changes
across the country since the
Shelby County v Holder decision.
The effects are numerous of
the Voting Rights Act but overall, it was designed to ensure a
system is in place to protect citizens’ rights.
“It is a strong disincentive to
bad behavior,” Blount said. “It’s
like a police car on the side of the
road making sure you obey the
speed limit.”
Shanderia K. Posey can be
reached at sposey@mississippilink.com.

from $37 million in 2012. The
university has announced a plan
to rebuild reserves.
Enrollment at the HBCU grew
strongly under Meyers, president
at JSU since 2011, rising to nearly
10,000 students. But she was also
dogged by lawsuits from former
employees who claimed Meyers
and Athletic Director Vivian Fuller had mistreated them.
Commissioner of Higher Education Glenn Boyce, on behalf of
the Board of Trustees for the State
Institutions of Higher Learning

accepted the letter of resignation.
“We appreciate Dr. Meyers’ service to Jackson State University
and wish her well in future endeavors,” said Boyce.
An interim president will be
named and a timeline for the presidential search will be announced
soon.
“Students remain our top priority,” said Boyce. “We are confident
that Jackson State will move forward and continue to be an excellent institution and source of pride
for students, faculty and alumni.”

Meyers
Continued from page 1

“I look forward to seeing you
this weekend for our homecoming Tiger Takeover: A Blue World
Order!”
Meyers resignation is effective
Nov. 1. She submitted her resignation in a letter dated Oct. 24 but released Oct. 25. The announcement
comes after the College Board
hired an accounting firm to oversee university finances, saying
spending was exceeding revenue
and JSU’s cash reserves were running low. As of June 30, JSU had
$4 million in cash on hand, down

Emmett Till
Continued from page 1

key foundations of white racism –
protection of the white woman.
The men tortured Till, tying
his body with barbed wire to a
70-pound industrial fan so he
would sank to the bottom of the
Tallahatchie. Two boys playing in
or near the river found Till’s body.
Milam and Bryant went to trial
for Till’s murder beginning in
September 1955, but an all-white
male jury acquitted the two in 68
minutes.
The only reason the jury took
that long to reach a verdict despite
overwhelming evidence of Milam’s and Bryant’s guilt was that
the jury had to finish drinking their
bottles of Coca Cola.
Till’s mother insisted on an
open-casket funeral, and Jet
magazine published photos of his

Till
corpse. It generated outrage that
gave momentum to the civil rights
movement. At the insistence of
Emmett Till’s mother, the casket
was fitted with a clear glass top so
that the world could witness the
state of her son’s body, the incontrovertible evidence of the brutality of his death.
The verdict was a catalyst for
the Montgomery Bus Boycott, one

of the most heroic events in African-American civil rights history.
On Dec. 1, 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white
man on a Montgomery, Ala., bus,
sparking a successful 13-month
protest.
“I thought about Emmett Till,
and I couldn’t go back (to the back
of the bus),” Parks said.
Although the jury acquitted
them, Milam and Bryant confessed to murdering Till in a Look
magazine article, published in January 1956. Look paid them $3,150.
Till is buried in Chicago’s Burr
Oak Cemetery, but his casket
was purchased by the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African
American History and Culture in
Washington, D.C.

Help stamp out breast cancer
The Mississippi Link Newswire
As October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, the Postal Service is reminding customers that
they can help fund Breast Cancer
research by purchasing the Breast
Cancer Research Stamp, a semipostal stamp issued to help raise
funds for breast cancer research.
Available year-round, the 60cent self-adhesive stamps are
sold in sheets of 20. Each stamp
has a postage value equivalent
to the First-Class Mail 1-ounce
stamped letter price in effect at
the time of purchase. The stamps
are available at post offices nationwide, online at usps.com and
by phone at 1-800-STAMP-24.
The amount the Postal Service
contributes to Breast Cancer research is determined by the difference between the First-Class
rate in effect at the time of pur-

chase and the
60-cent purchase price,
minus a nominal amount
to offset costs
incurred by
the
Postal
Service.
The distribution of the Postal
Service contribution is specified
by law, with 70 percent given to
the National Institutes of Health
and the remainder to the Medical Research Program at the
Department of Defense. As of
Sept. 2016, the sale of more than
1 billion stamps since its 1998
inception has raised more than
$83 million for breast cancer research.
The Breast Cancer Research
Stamp was issued at the White
House July 29, 1998. It was the

first semi-postal stamp in U.S.
history. In 1997, Congress authorized this first semi-postal stamp
for the specific purpose of raising
funds from the American public to assist in finding a cure for
breast cancer.
In 2015, President Obama
signed Public Law No. 114-99
that extended the sale of the
Breast Cancer Research Stamp
through Dec. 31, 2019.
Designed by Ethel Kessler of
Bethesda, Md., the stamp features
the phrases, “Fund the Fight” and
“Find a Cure” and an illustration
of a mythical “goddess of the
hunt” by Whitney Sherman of
Baltimore.
The Postal Service receives no
tax dollars for operating expenses
and relies on the sale of postage,
products and services to fund its
operations.
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Hinds County Human Resource Agency
celebrates at annual awards gala
Mississippi Link Newswire
More than 400 area residents,
community and business leaders
gathered at the Jackson Marriott Hotel Sept. 23, to celebrate
Hinds County Human Resource
Agency’s 22nd Annual Awards
and Recognition Gala.
The annual gala brought supporters from across the state to
celebrate individuals who are
living out the mission of Hinds
County Human Resource Agency to empower disadvantaged
citizens to become self-reliant
and realize their full potential
and to acknowledge those who
have given of their time and
resources to make that mission
possible.
The Bootstrap Award was
presented to six individuals
who, with HCHRA resources
and great personal effort, overcame challenging life situations
and achieved great accomplishments.
HCHRA also presented the
following awards to individuals and organizations for their
community service and Agency
support: Medgar Evers Humanitarian Award – presented
to BankPlus for its commitment
to supporting low-income initiatives; J.B. Carr Community Service Award – presented to Hope
House and Midtown Partners;
Volunteers of the Year Award
– presented to Alexis Harvey, Head Start Policy Council
member; Shamsie Ruffin, Head
Start Policy Council member;
Keishawna Smith, Head Start
Policy Council chairman; and
the Hinds County Human Resource Agency Advisory Committee; Agency Support Award
– presented to the Hinds County
Board of Supervisors and the
Mary C. Jones Head Start Center staff including Almeta Roberts, center administrator; Bill
Cooley Agency Development
Award – presented to Angelique
Rawls, director of Communications and Development; Board
of Directors Award – presented
to Ann Burton, chairman of the
Board; and DeJohn Hampton;

Board of Directors Development Committee chairman; Cedric Morgan/Betsy Smith Team
Leadership Award – presented
to David Knight, executive vice
president and COO; and Kathleen Williams-McGriggs, senior
vice president, of Administrative
and Board Services; the President & CEO Award – presented
to Dewayne Frederick of the
U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services in Atlanta, Ga.;
and Johnny Donaldson, president of BankPlus in Jackson.
Corporate partners recognized
for their support included BankPlus, M3A Architecture, The
Mississippi Link, Mississippi
Group Marketing, Phelps Dunbar, Jackson Advocate, AT&T,
Atmos Energy, C Spire, Entergy
Mississippi, Hinds CAP Lions
Club, Institute of Government
at Jackson State University,
Jackson Memorial Funeral Service, Mississippi Development
Authority, Risk Management
Partners, Shady Grove M.B.
Church, Walker and Son, and
Watkins Ward and Stafford.
“Hinds County Human Resource Agency has been serving
the community for more than
39 years,” said Kenn Cockrell,
HCHRA president and CEO.
“Because of a dedicated staff
and strong community support,
we have been able to improve
the quality of life for thousands
of Hinds County residents, including almost 2,000 children,
daily. The gala is our opportunity to celebrate those who work
tirelessly and give so generously
to help create positive change in
our communities.”
Donaldson,
president
of
BankPlus – Jackson, served as
keynote speaker for the gala
and delivered an inspiring message on the importance of faith,
family, education and hard work
in order to succeed against all
odds. Joy Redmond, weekday
morning anchor for WLBT 3 On
Your Side, served as emcee.
Entertainment was provided
by world renowned saxophonist,
Jessie Primer III.

City of Jackson Annual
Trunk or Treat Harvest
Carnival set for Oct. 31

The city of Jackson Department of Parks and
Recreation, the Fire Department and the Police
Department have partnered to host the annual
Trunk or Treat Harvest Carnival Oct. 31, at the
Jackson Police Training Academy, located at 3000
Saint Charles St.
The event will run from 4-8 p.m. There is a $1
entrance fee.
The annual event promotes public safety, while
providing fun activities for the entire family. The
event will feature games and live entertainment.
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Joy Redmond, WLBT 3 Weekday morning news anchor was mistress
of ceremonies.

Head Start students created centerpieces for each of the banquet tables..

Patrons will have the opportunity to visit and receive
treats from different decorated Trunk or Treat
vehicles at the event. Patrons can also purchase
food, arts and craft items from vendors on site.
For more information, contact Angela White at
(601) 960-0471.
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HCHRA COO David Knight (right) presents an award to keynote speaker
Johnny Donaldson, president of BankPlus in Jackson.

Campbell to speak
at Women for Progress
Lunch and Learn event
Women for Progress of MS will welcome Kimberly
Campbell, state director of AARP Mississippi, as the
guest speaker for its Lunch and Learn Nov. 1, at
AARP Mississippi, 141 Township Ave., No. 302, 3rd
Floor in Ridgeland.
Seating and networking begins at 11:30 am and
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the program is from noon to 1 p.m.
AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, social welfare
organization with a membership of nearly 38 million
that helps people turn their goals and dreams into
real possibilities, strengthens communities and
fights for the issues that matter most to families
– such as health care, employment and income
security, and protection from financial abuse.
AARP’s goal is to enhance the quality of life for
all as we age-not just serving the nearly 38 million
members. AARP sums it up in just 12 words: “We
fight for and equip each individual to live their best
life.”
Campbell will share the work of AARP Mississippi,
how AARP is impacting lives and community and
how to get involved.
Those interested should RSVP to mail@
womenforprogress.net or call (601) 405-4478.
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Former MS Link
editors share what it
meant to work here

In celebration of The Mississippi Link’s 23rd anniversary,
three former editors of the paper shared what it meant for
them to lead this publication.
OTHOR CAIN
Other Cain, whose noontime chats
on Facebook are now viewed by thousands daily online, said, “Serving as
editor (was) an experience of a lifetime.”
A freelance writing opportunity at
The Mississippi Link eventually turned
into a full-time managing editor’s position and led to everlasting relationships.
My time at The Link opened so Cain
many doors for me including hosting
political events, acting in community
theatre groups and working with one of
my all time favorite journalists, the late
George Curry.
The Mississippi Link afforded me the
opportunity to fully understand the role
of the Black Press and it’s a responsibility that I will always respect and
uphold.
When I think of family, I immedi- Mustafaa
ately think of the relationships I have at
The Mississippi Link. That’s the value
of the Black Press. When I think of
controlling our narrative, I think about
the need to support The Mississippi
Link. No one can tell our story better
than we can.
I credit The Mississippi Link for expanding my journalistic values. Happy
Anniversary.
AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA
Brown
I returned to Mississippi after living in Chicago for 36
years. In the five years that I’ve been ‘home,’ I cherish the
two years I served as editor of The Mississippi Link most. I
came on board in October 2013 and continued until October
2015.
During the time I was editor, publisher Jackie Hampton
allowed me a schedule that included a position as adjunct
professor in the Mass Communications Department at Tougaloo College. And when the opportunity opened for me to
become full time at Tougaloo, she championed me on with
good blessings.
I spent long nights with copy editor Minnie Garrett finetuning each page of the weekly issue. And there was Marcus, quiet and resourceful doing layout and graphic design.
I felt enthused to teach at Tougaloo primarily because of
my experiences as editor of The Mississippi Link.
First I followed some pretty great people – former editors
Othor Cain and Gail Brown. Both impressed me with their
personal strengths: Gail was issue-oriented and pursued the
in-depth investigation underlying them. Othor – well, I’ll
put it like this; his mantra to me: Take no prisoners!
Filling their shoes opened my eyes to the vast reservoir of
talented people, the great resources (and in some cases lack
thereof) in the business and political landscape of Mississippi. I began to see Mississippi, and Jackson in particular,
as the reservoir of opportunities for the diligent journalist.
There was never a day when news was not breaking, when
lives were not impacted, when history was not being made
or revisited in Mississippi.
As editor I reconnected as one who had been in ‘diaspora’ – away from home for too long and now becoming
entrenched in what has become known as The New South.
The Mississippi Link was my entry into this rediscovery.
I pray that ALL Mississippians in ‘diaspora’ subscribe to
The Mississippi Link, come home to your native land as you
turn its pages. You’ll be surprised to see how many faces
you may recognize from your childhood. You’ll be amazed
at the rise (and fall) of some pretty great human beings.
The Mississippi Link reconnected me to all those things
that made me who I am.
GAIL M. BROWN
As a former editor, writer and photographer, I am most
grateful for the opportunity to have served the NNPA-member paper from January 2008 until August 2012. I will forever be appreciative for the trust that Jackie Hampton and
Minnie Garrett put in me during my tenure at The Mississippi Link.
My experience was exciting, challenging at times and rewarding. Some of my most memorable coverage was the
historic 2008 Presidential Debate between then-Democratic
candidate Barack Obama and then-Republic candidate John
McCain at the University of Mississippi, Oxford, Miss. Although The Mississippi Link only got clearance to be included in the huge media tent outside of the debate hall, I was
very happy to be there. Can you imagine how proud I felt
knowing that I was at a debate which was making history
on a university campus that had made history when James
Meredith, an African American, broke racial barriers?
I had not realized how this newspaper was connecting our
city and state to the world. The realization hit home for me
as I listened to an out-of-town cousin, Dewitt Tolbert, make
remarks during the funeral service of my dear mother. Making the comparison between me and my mother who was a
very quiet person, he said, “Gail has been a voice around
local communities and around Mississippi through The Mississippi Link.”
I still maintain my relationship with The Mississippi Link
as the need arises in sharing news items. I learned a great
deal during my tenure with this award-winning newspaper.
Happy Birthday, Mississippi Link! And, may you experience
many more!
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Officials investigate claim of
noose around student’s neck

By Jeff Amy
and Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

WIGGINS, Miss. – A south
Mississippi high school student
has been disciplined following allegations that one or more white
students put a noose around the
neck of a black football player, a
lawyer for the school district said
Oct. 25.
Administrators
determined
that Stone High School’s conduct
code was violated in the Oct. 13
incident, Sean Courtney, attorney
for the Stone County school district, wrote in an email. He added
that a student was disciplined
after due process in accordance
with district policies.
Courtney said he can’t identify the student or the specific
punishment, citing privacy rules.
However, he denied allegations
by Mississippi NAACP President
Derrick Johnson that the district
hadn’t followed its own procedures.
Johnson called Oct. 24, for a
federal hate-crimes investigation

Johnson
and prosecution of the assailants,
all younger than 18, as adults.
“To suggest that the district did
not follow its policies and procedures or otherwise not investigate
and address this issue is patently
false,” Courtney wrote. “This
matter has been one that tears at
the fabric of our schools and our
community and the administration does not intend for it to be
swept under the rug or otherwise
ignored.”
While sheriff’s deputies are

investigating, Courtney says the
behavior reported to staff members gave no indication of a crime
or criminal intent.
John Feaster, football coach at
Stone High, has said he kicked
a student off the team after finding out what happened. Feaster is
the first African-American coach
in the history of the 800-student
school, where about 75 percent of
the students are white. Stone High
is the only public high school in
the 18,000-resident county.
Johnson said he wants the teenagers charged as adults, as Mississippi law allows in some cases
for children older between ages
13 and 18. He also suggested
bringing in federal prosecutors,
such as when young people from
Rankin County faced hate crime
charges following the 2011 death
of a man run down in the parking lot of Jackson motel. Most of
them were charged as adults.
“No child should be walking
down the hall or in a locker room
and be accosted with a noose
around their neck,” Johnson said

in a Monday news conference.
“This is 2016, not 1916. This is
America. This is a place where
children should go to school and
feel safe in their environment.”
Johnson didn’t return phone
calls Tuesday.
Hollis and Stacey Payton,
parents of the alleged victim, attended the Oct. 24 news conference but didn’t speak. Their son,
a sophomore, wasn’t present.
Johnson said the Paytons have
received no official word about
punishments from school officials. He said school district policy calls for immediate expulsion
of students who commit assault.
The NAACP said the incident
happened during a break in football practice and that the noose
was “yanked backward” while on
the student’s neck.
Johnson wouldn’t say whether the noose left marks. State
NAACP spokeswoman Ayana
Kinnel said the family indicated
the student returned to practice
after the incident.
Stone County Sheriff’s Capt.

McComb Community Fall Fest
set for this weekend at park
Event supports Crosby storm victims, breast cancer awareness
The Mississippi Link Newswire
A Community Fall Fest is
set for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct.
29, at McComb Sports Park,
701 S. Magnolia St. in McComb.
In the event of rain, the
venue is covered and the fest
will continue. This year’s
festival will bring support
to continued Crosby Storm
Relief Efforts and also dedicate a motorcycle motorsport
ride in honor of breast cancer
awareness.
This year’s event is hosted by area Pike, Amite and
Walthall churches, businesses and agencies and is
open to the public with free
admission and free candy for
the kids.
The activities are all free
and include hay rides, face
painting, carnival games for
the kids, a photo booth, decorative harvest stations with
free candy, co-ed kickball
tournament, co-ed softball
tournament, youth basketball
and big screen Xbox games.
At least 1,185 vendors will
be on site. A DJ and live per-

The Planning Committee participants for the fall fest include Min. Shamekia Ramsey (from left) of
Faith Temple, Cassie Jackson and Tamara Jones-Smith of Sweet Home MBC, Judith Johnson of St.
Mary United FWBC, Pastor Trideana Lenard of Take Dominion Worship Center, Krishond Bush of COCHUSA Star Hill, Olisa Horn, vendor; Pastor Tasha Dillon of New Life Fellowship Church, Judy Wells,
Pastor Joseá Oatis and business owner Stephanie Robinson, all of Walker’s Chapel Church; business
owner Johnnie Scott, Jr., Lashawnder Martin Morgan, Dianne Duvall, Ellis Martin, Stephanie Martin
and The Williams Brothers singer Henry Green, all representing The Ruff Ryders Motorclub.
formances will take place.
Churches who helped
to plan the event will sell
foods including frito pies,
homemade sweets, “the
pot,” fish plates, jambalaya,
pork chops, hot wings, fried
wings, chicken on a stick and
much more.
Area agencies will present
live demonstrations on breast
cancer awareness, wreath

making and more. Alcorn
State University Extension
Program will also do various
demonstrations.
Motorsport riders are
asked to attend, whether on
2-, 3-, or 4-wheeled ATVs.
There will be a Breast Cancer Awareness Ride closing
the day out. Signup begins
at 1 p.m. Line up begins at
2:15 p.m. All freewill dona-

tions will benefit continued
Crosby Storm Relief Efforts.
Each year has been a success and organizers are expecting an even greater turnout this year.
Interested vendors should
call (601) 551-5222.
For more information, call
(601) 551-0525 or (769) 2220501. The website is www.
Facebook.com/PikeCFF.

CCC to bring together area HBCU
choirs during Fall Harvest Festival
The Mississippi Link Newswire
For several weeks, Coahoma Community College’s Choir has been preparing for one of its most
highly anticipated events
of the year the Historically
Black Colleges and Universities Fall Harvest Festival.
“We’ve been practicing
on some of the songs since
Choir Camp this summer,
so we’re anxious to finally
get to perform them,” said
CCC choir member Brianna
Jones, a freshman social
work major from Cleveland.
The annual music festival
will feature six choirs and
more than 300 voices from

regional HBCUs, including Alcorn State University,
Jackson State University,
Mississippi Valley State
University, Rust College,
and the University of Arkansas Pine Bluff.
This year’s free event,
sponsored by CCC’s Lyceum committee, is scheduled
for 4 p.m. Nov. 6, in the
Pinnacle.
The event has become
a favorite not only among
alumni and community
members, but for CCC
choir members as well.
Sophomore Fine Arts major Raven Minor of Louisville, who’s participating in
the event for a second year,

said she enjoys the uniqueness each choir brings to the
fold.
“It’s always fun to see
choirs from area HBCUs
come to CCC to perform,”
said Minor. “Different
choirs have different styles
and techniques, so it ‘s a
chance for us to see what
they’re doing on the university-level.”
According to CCC Music
Department Chair and Director of Choral Activities
Kelvin Towers, each participating choir will provide
a 15-minute performance
before joining together for
a final selection, featuring
“Glorious is the Name of

Jesus.”
He said the event is one
you don’t want to miss.
“Throughout this series,
the Lyceum committee,
chaired by Yvonne Stanford, has received rave reviews for sponsoring such
a great cultural event for
the school and community,”
said Towers. “If you are a
lover of choral music, this
is an event that’s designed
for you.”
For questions or for
more information about this
event, contact CCC Lyceum
Committee Co-Chair Rita
Hanfor at (662) 621-4144
or
rhanfor@coahomacc.
edu.

Ray Boggs said Monday that officials believe something close to
what the Paytons described did
happen and he’s still investigating. He said all the students involved are younger than 17 and
he expects any charges would
be filed in youth court, where records are closed to the public.
“It’s probably one of the hardest cases I’ll ever handle in my
career, because of the nature of
it,” said Boggs, who is black.
“Have I ever had to deal with
something like this? No, not from
a high school.”
Johnson said someone from the
sheriff’s department advised Stacey Payton not to file a police report because the father of one of
the alleged assailants is a former
law enforcement officer. Boggs
said he’s the one who spoke to
Stacey Payton, but said that’s not
what he told her. He said he told
her pursuing criminal charges
could leave hard feelings among
students that could make her
son’s life harder at school, but he
did not try to dissuade her.

The football coach said a
player was kicked off the team
as soon as school officials determined who was involved. He said
he feels “terrible” for the victim,
“a tough kid who’s hanging in
there.”
“He knows I love him and
his teammates love him and the
coaching staff loves him and he
isn’t going to be treated any differently,” Feaster told the Sun
Herald. “He’s one of my favorite
kids on this team.”
Carissa Bolden of Wiggins, the
mother of a middle school student, attended the NAACP news
conference Oct. 24, and said
white students have been flying
the Mississippi flag from their vehicles. The flag includes the Confederate battle emblem – a red
field topped by a blue X with 13
white stars. Bolden said she sees
a connection between the flag and
the noose incident.
“I feel like it escalated from
them allowing kids to bring Confederate flags” to school, Bolden
said.

Greenville town hall meeting
to focus on women’s
economic empowerment
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Women’s Economic
Security Initiative will host a town hall
Nov. 3, in Greenville to give area women an opportunity to be heard about issues impacting their lives.
The Making Mississippi Women
Secure Town Hall is a joint venture
sponsored by MWESI and the city of
Greenville’s Mayor’s Office. Other
collaborators include the Mississippi
Worker’s Center for Human Rights and
the Domestic Violence Coalition.
The town hall will be held from
6-7:30 p.m. at the Greenville Convention Center, 1040 S. Raceway Road.
Attendees can share thoughts on what
women need to increase their access
to child care, livable wages, sufficient
healthcare, stronger protections against
domestic violence and sexual assault,
and better educational and job opportunities.

MWESI will use the information to
fight for laws that improve the lives of
women and their families.
The event is free and open to the
public. Attendees are encouraged to
register for free online at https://goo.gl/
QImD4P
The MS Women’s Economic Security
Initiative is a project of the Mississippi
Low-Income Child Care Initiative. The
Biloxi-based MLICCI launched the
women’s advocacy program last year
to build a policy agenda for women in
Mississippi so they have a voice in the
policy-making process.
MWESI is hosting a series of Empowerment Town Halls in cities across
the state this fall.
For information about the town hall,
contact Cassandra Welchlin, director of
MS Women’s Economic Security Initiative at (601) 750-8388 or cwelchlin@
mschildcare.org.

Central Mississippi Steel
Magnolias awards MSDH Breast
and Cervical Cancer program
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi State Department
of Health Breast and Cervical Cancer
program recently received recognition
from the local Susan G. Komen affiliate
for its efforts in promoting early detection of breast cancer.
The Central Mississippi Steel Magnolias’ Spirit of Innovation Award recognizes that MSDH has demonstrated
innovation to further the foundation’s
promise of saving lives and ending
breast cancer. The Breast and Cervical
Cancer program helped close the gap
for underserved women who fell outside the screening guidelines.
“We want to be part of helping to find
a cure for breast cancer through educating individuals on breast health, raising
awareness about early detection, Pap
exam screening services, mammography screening, and raising funds for
organizations that conduct research. We
are thrilled to have local recognition
for our efforts and to have received the
support of the Central Mississippi Steel
Magnolias,” said Deborah Lake, director of the MSDH Breast and Cervical
Cancer program.
MSDH and several organizations that
conduct research on breast cancer have
worked together to raise funds to pro-

vide education and free mammogram
screenings, as well as access to quality care. MSDH offers mammography
screening through contracted providers
to uninsured women between 50 and 64
years of age.
Lake said, “Having consistent medical checkups helps make a difference.
Regular screening exams can result in
early detection and treatment of breast
cancer. Everyone is at risk of developing cancer, but especially older adults.
Partnerships such as the one between
MSDH and Central Mississippi Steel
Magnolias is an excellent example of
how we can work together and save
more lives.”
MSDH has also partnered with the
American Cancer Society of Mississippi to decrease breast cancer incidence
in the state. According to the American
Cancer Society, breast cancer rates in
Mississippi are 116 per 100,000, and
the rate will only decline significantly
when communities, businesses and
state agencies work together to encourage healthy lifestyles.
For more information on breast and
cervical cancer, visit HealthyMS.com/
bcc.
Follow MSDH by email and social
media at HealthyMS.com/connect.
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JPS holds Walk
to School and Art Day
Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson Public Schools
elementary schools joined
schools from around the
world Oct. 5, to celebrate
International Walk to School
Day.
Barr Elementary held Walk
to School and Art Day with
Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber,
community partners, parents
and teachers participating in
the walk from the Boys and
Girls Club of the Capital City
to Barr. During the event,
Yarber announced the Safe
Routes to School Project,
which focuses on improving
children’s safety while walking and bicycling by building
sidewalks, bicycle paths, and
other pedestrian-friendly infrastructure.
“This project will not only
improve the area surrounding your school, but it will
provide students that want to
walk or bike to school a safe
path to do so,” Yarber said.
McWillie Elementary celebrated the occasion with
a Community Unity Walk.
More than 375 students
walked the block around the
school along with parents,
teachers and friends. Robert
Luckett, Ph.D., a McWillie
parent and the director of the
Margaret Walker Center at
Jackson State University, led
the Unity Walk.
A diverse group of community leaders participated in
the event in an effort to promote peace and diversity. The
walk was held in conjunction

Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber unveiled the Safe Routes to School Project during the Walk to School and Art Day held at Barr
Elementary.

McWillie Elementary celebrated International Walk to School Day with a Community Unity Walk.
with the Parent Teacher Association and the Mississippi
Department of Health.
“The Montessori philosophy promotes peace, and we

wanted to emphasize that with
our Unity Walk,” said McWillie Principal Sara Harper,,
Ph.D. “We invited parents,
community members and our

adopters to participate with
us. The students and parents
participated in a peace litany
before the walk and promised
to respect others’ differences

and solve issues in a peaceful
way. Our students enjoyed it
and learned so much from it.”
International Walk to
School Day events raise
awareness about the need to
create safer routes for walking and bicycling and emphasize the importance of issues
such as increasing physical
activity among children, pedestrian safety, traffic congestion and concern for the
environment. The events
build connections between
families, schools and the
broader community. In 2000,
the event became international when the U.K., Canada,
and the U.S. combined their
walk-to-school events for the
first International Walk to
School Day.

IHL engages firm to analyze JSU
finances; University responds
Mississippi Link Newswire
On Oct. 20, the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning
announced it had engaged
the CPA firm of Matthews,
Cutrer and Lindsay, P.A. to
provide accounting analytical services for Jackson State
University.
Jackson State has been depleting cash reserves since
FY 2014. The university’s
cash reserves have been reduced by 89 percent over the
past five years, dwindling
from $37 million in FY 2012
to $4.2 million in FY 2016.
▪ FY 2012: $37,086,677
▪ FY 2013: $36,598,901
▪ FY 2014: 23,604,500
▪ FY 2015: 10,818,569
▪ FY 2016: $4,241,141
(Unaudited)
The number of days of cash
on hand has plummeted from
72.53 days in FY 2012 to 7.77
days in FY 2016. This translates to an 89 percent reduction in days of cash on hand.
▪ FY 2012: 72.53
▪ FY 2013: 72.60
▪ FY 2014: 45.72

▪ FY 2015: 20.52
▪ FY 2016: 7.77 (Unaudited)
The system average is 114
days of cash on hand.
Jackson State owes $8.74
in debt for every $1 held in
its unrestricted fund balance,
after adjusting for net pension
liability. The system average
is $1.32 in debt for every $1
held.
“Since May 2014, the
Board of Trustees, the Commissioner of Higher Education and IHL Staff have communicated concerns over the
university’s financial position to Jackson State University personnel, including the
Chief Financial Officer and
President,” said Glenn Boyce,
Commissioner of Higher Ed-

ucation. “The annual financial statement for FY 2016
received by IHL Staff in August 2016 indicated that the
situation has escalated from
a concern to a level serious
enough to require immediate
intervention.”
The Board requested an
Expense Management Plan in
June 2015, but did not receive
a feasible plan.
“Both IHL staff and
Mattews, Cutrer and Lindsay
will work in partnership with
Jackson State to improve the
situation,” said Boyce. “MCL
will evaluate the financial
impact of all decisions. IHL,
JSU and MCL representatives will meet regularly to
share information on findings
and recommendations during

the review.”
“Matthews, Cutrer and
Lindsay is a respected firm
with the experience necessary
to conduct the review and
identify ways to correct the
structural budget imbalance,”
said Boyce. “An issue of this
magnitude may take several
years to correct. Throughout
the process, our absolute goal
is to ensure that students are a
top priority.”
In response to the financial
issues, Jackson State University released the following
statement:
Jackson State University
is aware of financial issues
as they currently stand. The
university has taken the necessary steps to restore cash
reserves. These measures in-

clude:
• Unfilled education and
general-funded
positions
across the university will remain vacant;
• Purchasing and travel
will be limited to critical and
justifiable needs;
• Any and all excess revenue will be held in reserve;
and
• Facility management
will begin retrofitting the
residence halls with energy
conservation lighting.
Based on projections from
the first quarter, with these
measures in place, we will add
$10 million in cash reserves
by the end of the fiscal year.
It is important to emphasize that the news release
from IHL applies to the university’s cash reserves – its
savings account. This in no
way affects the daily operating budget of the university.
At no time, past or present,
has the university been under any threat of insolvency.
We will continue to meet our
obligations including payroll,
scholarships.

New Alcorn grant will provide assistance to STEM students
Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University’s
latest grant will allow science, technology, engineering and mathematics majors
to become leaders in their
fields.
The National Science
Foundation awarded Alcorn’s Department of Chemistry and Physics a $377,939
grant through the Historically

Black Colleges and Universities Undergraduate Program.
The funds will be used for
the Department’s upcoming
“Targeted Infusion Project:
Infusing Evidence-Based Instructional Practices into the
STEM Curriculum at Alcorn
State University.”
“The goal of this project is
to infuse evidence-based instructional practices, namely

active learning and peer led
team learning, into the STEM
curriculum at Alcorn,” said
Sandra Barnes, Ph.D., chair
and associate professor of the
department.
A grant that would enhance
the abilities of Alcorn’s students is something that fuels
Barnes’ passion for being an
educator. She looks forward
to the students taking advan-

tage of the benefits that will
come because of the grant.
“I believe that this grant
will benefit many students
who enroll in STEM courses
by enhancing STEM education. It will allow students the
opportunity to get extra assistance with courses in which
they may be having difficulty in achieving the ideal
outcomes. The grant is also

designed to help students develop their leadership skills
and retain STEM content.”
Barnes said the grant will
equip undergraduate STEM
students for a long, successful career.
For more information
about the grant, contact the
Department of Chemistry
and Physics at (601) 8776436.

www.mississippilink.com

JPS announces
Scholars of the
Week for Oct. 11-17
Mississippi Link Newswire

The Scholar of the Week program highlights
exceptional students in Jackson Public Schools
who are achieving great things. The recognized
scholars demonstrate leadership skills, positive
attitudes, and exemplary behavior in achieving
their academic goals.
An honor student at
Poindexter Elementary,
Marquavious Franklin’s
favorite subject is math.
He enjoys spending time
and playing with his cousin and brother and playing
basketball. He also is an
avid reader and his favorite book is Bones and the
Roller Coaster. Marqua- Franklin
vious plans to attend Jackson State University and
become a doctor.
Cadejia Buck attends
Whitten Middle School
where she plays on the
2016-2017 Lady Eagles
basketball team. She is
a highly intelligent and
opinionated young lady
who loves to sing and Buck
cook. Her favorite cookbook is “An African
American
Cookbook:
Traditional and Other Favorite Recipes.” Cadejia
plans to become a famous
TV chef.
“If I can reach my goals
in life, it would mean the
most to my family and
me,” Cadejia says.
Young
Raquan Young’s genuine leadership qualities, whether in the class or on the football field,
have made him a friend to all. He consistently
has a smile on his face and a positive personality. Raquan is a member of the National Honor
Society and JROTC. He is also co-president of
the Mu Alpha Theta mathematics club and plays
running back on the Wingfield Falcons football
team. This outstanding senior scholar maintains
a 3.7 grade point average and enjoys mentoring younger students at Wilkins Elementary
School. Raquan plans to attend Jackson State
University, join the Air Force ROTC program
and become a family physician.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
My Fellow Alumni –
The mission of Jackson State University National Alumni Association, Inc. is to support and
advance the interest of the university. JSUNAA
believes in the university’s power to transform
lives and to better the state, nation and world. We
give our full support to the University to Challenge Minds and Change Lives and in light of the
recent news release regarding the Jackson State’s
cash reserve, we also take seriously our responsibility to hold the Mississippi Institution of Higher
Learning as well as the university accountable
and responsible. To quote a statement released by
the University last week, “This in no way affects
the daily operating budget of the university...We
will continue to meet our obligations including
payroll, scholarships and operating expenses.”
JSU is not about to close. Let’s not allow headlines to drive our actions and our emotions. Let’s
give our administration the benefit of the doubt
and allow the facts to be revealed. Let’s refrain
from jumping to conclusions drawn from misleading statements written by a media culture that
has historically not been kind to Jackson State.
We should always stand in support of Jackson
State University.
Our vision is that all alumni are inspired and
empowered to commit and connect to the university. The Jackson State University National
Alumni Association, Inc. is proud of the university and what has been accomplished by the administration, faculty, staff, students and alumni in 139
years. We stand united and resolved, that Jackson
State university will continue to be the beacon of
light to shine knowledge in areas of darkness, and
hope to generations to come. We encourage, all
to join us in support of the nation’s fourth largest Historically Black College/University and the
State’s fourth largest University.
Still glowing in the excitement of our 139th
Founders Day Celebration, I look forward to seeing you this weekend for our homecoming Tiger
Takeover: A Blue World Order!
Yolanda R. Owens, president
Jackson State University
National Alumni Association, Inc.
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CCC hosts stage play to raise
domestic violence awareness

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Coahoma Community College
students, faculty, staff and community members experienced an
emotional roller coaster Oct. 19,
as they watched the urban sociodrama stage play, Isolated, which
chronicles the life of Pamela Adams Whitt.
The two-act, five-scene play
was preceded with an opening
performance by gospel rapper
“Righteous” of Memphis, Tenn.
In addition, in honor of October’s designation as National
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, audience member received information on ways to
recognize, report and prevent
domestic violence in-between
scenes.
The plot, set in the 1980’s,
recounts Pamela’s journey as a
young woman who’s dreams and
hopes for a successful life are
derailed by an unplanned pregnancy and a subsequent abusive
relationship that nearly cost her
life.
After months of recovering
physically, mentally and emotionally, Pamela finally finds
peace and true love with her high
school sweetheart, Eric.
Gasps were heard across the
Georgia Lewis Theater when, at
the conclusion of the play, playwright George W. Stewart invited the real Pamela and Eric Whitt
from the audience to the stage.
A native of Birmingham, Ala.,
Pamela recalled how the ordeal
impacted not only her, but her
family as well.
“This is my life – a life of isolation, abuse, batter. I was shot
with my baby in my arms,” Whitt
said. “I thank God for keeping
me and my children because we

At the conclusion of the stage play, “Isolated,” an open discussion regarding domestic violence was led by (from left) Playwright George W, Stewart; Coahoma County Sheriff’s Office
Domestic Violence Coordinator Tasheena Galmore; and domestic violence survivor Pamela
Whitt and audience members.

An emotional Pamela Whitt, played by Marcheika Shamburger of McCalla, Ala.,
cries as she receives warnings from her mother regarding her abusive relationship.

CCC’s Lyceum Committee sponsored a free erformance of the stage play “Isolated” in honor
of Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Pictured, from left, are Playwright George W. Stewart
of Last Psalms Ministries; Coahoma County Sheriff’s Office Domestic Violence Coordinator
Tasheena Galmore; CCC Coordinator of Counseling Services Renee’ Stanford; CCC Lyceum
Chair Yvonne Stanford; and CCC Lyceum Committee Co-Chair Rita Hanford.

Gasps were heard across the Georgia Lewis Theater Wednesday night as playwright George W. Stewart invited the real Pamela and Eric Whitt (pictured) from the
audience to the stage at the conclusion of “Isolated”– a stage play that chronicled
the life of Pamela Whitt who survived domestic violence that could have killed her.

went through a lot.”
She encouraged domestic violence victims to get out safely
and as quickly as possible.
“You can’t speak from the

grave. If you are in a situation
like this, don’t sit on a lie – don’t
play the blame game. If I can get
through it, you can too.”
The event concluded with an

open discussion between Whitt,
Coahoma County Sheriff’s Office Domestic Violence Coordinator Tasheena Galmore and
audience members.

“I hope you all got the message,” said Stewart. “We wanted
to show you that this is real –
don’t play with your life. It is
not natural or okay for anyone to

abuse you physically, mentally or
emotionally.”
The event was organized and
sponsored by CCC’s Lyceum
Committee.

JSU welcomes exchange Alcorn’s Hardy promoted
students through Proyecta to lieutenant colonel
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Proyecta students come together with JSU students and faculty to explore the campus. PHOTO BY WILLIAM
KELLY III/COURTESY OF THE BLUE & WHITE FLASH

By William Kelly III
Courtesy of Blue & White Flash
Jackson State University provides more than 20 Mexican students the opportunity to experience American culture through
the Proyecta 100,000 program.
Initiated by President Barack
Obama and President Enrique
Peña Nieto in May of 2014
and continuing its third year at
JSU, Proyecta 100,000 grants
students from Mexico and the
United States the opportunity to
travel and experience the culture
and education of both countries.
The exchange students celebrated their entry into the program at a reception Oct. 11 in
the Student Center ballroom,
where they were introduced to
some of the domestic students.
“We are very proud to be a
part of this program because the
more we learn about each other
the more we learn how to live
peaceably with each other, and
this most certainly is a step in
the right direction,” said Priscilla Slade, special assistant to
the provost for JSU Global and
Community Colleges.

During their one-month experience at JSU, the students either
participated or will participate
in a variety of events including: a campus tour, the Mississippi State Fair, seasonal sports,
museums, and a visit to New
Orleans. According to Shirley
Harrison, executive director of
the International Visitors Center
of Jackson and the spirit team
coach/advisor, “Many of them
have said they want to experience everything.”
Juan Hernandez, mechatronics engineering major from
Guadalajara, Mexico, is ready
to experience the American culture.
“I am looking forward to becoming more fluent in my English. I think I can communicate
right now, but I still make a lot
of basic mistakes. Also, I want
to get to know better about the
culture here because this is a
great opportunity and because
this is a part of America that I
didn’t know here in Mississippi,” Hernandez said. “We have
only been here for two days, but
so far it’s been really good.”

Gaby Becerra, political science major from Guadalajara,
Mexico, says that it is different
here.
“It is good; the weather is
something new; the food is little
bit tasty and sweet; down home
it is spicier,” Becerra said.
Jeremy Grishby, a sophomore
Spanish major from Jackson,
Miss., is one of the international
student ambassadors who assists
in welcoming international students.
“They (international programs) are very important because with international students you really want to make
sure that they are involved, feel
comfortable and very welcome
on the university campus. So,
it is very important for us to be
able to communicate with them
and be able to help them learn
English in a better way,” said
Grishby.
The university encourages
all students to join in welcoming and greeting the Proyecta
100,000 exchange students to
the Tiger family as they venture
around the campus.

Alcorn State University’s Andrell J. Hardy’s hard work with
the U.S. Army and the University’s ROTC Program has earned
him a higher rank for his service.
Hardy was promoted to lieutenant colonel Oct. 18 in the Dr.
Clinton Bristow Jr. Dining Hall
Gold Room at the Promotion
Ceremony.
Lt. Col. Hardy was commissioned as a second lieutenant
in the Transportation Corps in
1998 after earning a bachelor’s
degree in chemistry from Tuskegee University. He went on to
earn a master’s degree in organizational leadership and development from Chapman University.
He is currently working on a
second master’s degree in higher education at the University of
Louisville.
For most of his career, Hardy
has spent his time in tactical and
operational units with two deployments to Iraq, one deployment to Afghanistan and one
deployment to Egypt. He also
deployed to New Orleans in support of state and national level
relief operations resulting from
damage caused by Hurricane
Katrina. His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star
Medal, the Meritorious Service
Medal, the Army Commenda-

Lt. Col. Hardy with his family.
tion Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, the Global War on
Terrorism Expansionary, and
many more.
When Hardy got word of his
promotion, he initially planned
to avoid the ceremony. But his
colleagues encouraged him to
participate so that his cadets can
see the rewards of hard work and
dedication.
“This recognition is for our
cadets to see what it looks like
to be ranked,” said Hardy. “Anybody with determination is going to be a successful military
officer. I want you all to realize
that we are here for you. If you
give your full effort, I promise to

give you my best in return until
the day I die.”
Hardy expressed his pride in
preparing his cadets to be the
leaders of the future.
“No matter what, we are here
for our students. We’re here to
groom the new leaders of the
army, so if we’re not doing our
job, then we would fail the country and the U. S. Army. I’m not
here to fail.”
After he was pinned, Hardy’s wife, Neifa, presented him
with a globe that was signed by
some of his dearest friends. He
thanked his family, friends and
colleagues for their support and
encouragement.
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We need a revolution of values
By Rev. CJ Rhodes
Special to The Mississippi Link

Casino
mogul,
reality
television
personality,
and
2016
Republican
presidential nominee Donald Trump
claims, as his campaign mantra purports, that he will
“Make America Great Again.”
Though this aspirational statement is not foreign to presidential
politics (Bill Clinton used similar
language during his campaign), it
is nevertheless a complicated one.
That a President Trump will make
America great again begs several
questions. One, what does it mean
for America to be great in this instance? Two, what exactly does
it mean to make the nation great
again? To these we could add several more questions but let us here
address these two in greater detail.
With regards to defining America’s greatness, Trump and his
campaign surely speak of the militaristic and economic elements
of America’s global dominance.
Military might and national wealth
have for the last one hundred years
or more made the United States of
America the last great superpower
of the world. In the language of
American exceptionalism, this nation is the greatest nation on Earth
and in human history largely due to
the strength of these. So, a return to
this is, in one sense, a recovery of
impressive defense and a prosperous economy, especially in ways
that will be felt by the ordinary folks
on Main Street USA.
In addition to this, this language
of return, of making America great
again, is a form of civil nostalgia
for a golden age. To make America
great again is to go back to a time
when America was great. Here perspective is important. Given the xe-

nophobia, nationalism and racism
that have plagued Trump’s campaign to-date, many communities
have taken this nostalgia to mean a
hope for the days when things were
good and great for certain people,
namely, well-off white men. Fifty
years ago, for example, this nation
was racially segregated, and women
and racial minorities had limited access to opportunity. Whether Trump
himself is racist and sexist is not altogether the point (though many of
his statements during the campaign
strongly suggest this); what is the
point is whether Trump’s America
will be a return to a time that was
not so great for oppressed people,
especially African Americans? This
is one of many questions debated
throughout this campaign.
To be sure, many Americans point
to economic strength and military
might as marks of our collective
greatness. Too, there are millions
across race and creed who want to go
back to some time when things were
better (for example, many black
families want to return to the time
when the nuclear family was normal and teen births were shameful).
Despite great leaps in our digital,
information, and global age, there is
something missing. It is something
to which Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
pointed out in his 1964 Nobel Peace
Prize speech, where he said:
“Yet, in spite of these spectacular
strides in science and technology,
and still unlimited ones to come,
something basic is missing. There is
a sort of poverty of the spirit which
stands in glaring contrast to our
scientific and technological abundance. The richer we have become
materially, the poorer we have become morally and spiritually. We
have learned to fly the air like birds
and swim the sea like fish, but we
have not learned the simple art of
living together as brothers.”

This “poverty of the spirit” is certainly an alarming concern for conservatives and progressives alike.
What is needed, says King, is a moral revolution of values. But what is
this moral revolution? Is it a return
to a preferred past? Well, making
America great again by returning
to our golden past is not desirable.
If we are honest, we must learn as
much from America’s warts as we
do her dimples. Genocide, slave labor, lynchings, Jim and Jane Crow
segregation and miseducation,
among other evils, are woven into
American collective history. Simply turning back and not learning
from and correcting those wrongs
will not suffice. And measuring
greatness by material achievement,
especially when that achievement
is not enjoyed beyond the elites, is
morally untenable. America indeed
needs a revolution, and more deeply, America needs a revival. And revival cannot come from the White
House.
To support this claim, I turn to
the more recent words of Michelle
Alexander, who came to fame because of her bestselling book The
New Jim Crow. Commenting on her
decision to teach and learn at Union
Theological Seminary, she states:
“I was not raised in a church.
And I have generally found more
questions than answers in my own
religious or spiritual pursuits. But I
also know there is something much
greater at stake in justice work than
we often acknowledge. Solving the
crises we face isn’t simply a matter of having the right facts, graphs,
policy analyses or funding. And I no
longer believe we can “win” justice
simply by filing lawsuits, flexing
our political muscles or boosting
voter turnout. Yes, we absolutely
must do that work, but none of it
– not even working for some form
of political revolution – will ever be

enough on its own. Without a moral
or spiritual awakening, we will remain forever trapped in political
games fueled by fear, greed and the
hunger for power.”
Here, now, let me be more pointed.
America may be falling. The great
empire of the West, the supposedly
greatest nation on earth, may indeed
be in decline. The decline of nations
is nothing new. Kings and kingdoms
all pass away. That great Roman
Empire came to a devastating end.
What is the hope of our nation?
As the hymn writer says, my hope
is built on nothing less, than Jesus’
blood and righteousness. If America
has any hope, any return to greatness, it is only through a crucified
and resurrected radical who through
his blessed and broken body calls
the world to repentance, redemption,
regeneration and reconciliation.
Jesus, the light and hope of the
world, to whom every knee shall
soon bow, is the only real solution
to our myriad problems. And it is
through the church, his body and
bride, that the calling to salvation
and liberation is made. Thus, the
church, especially in this time, is
obliged to witness and work toward
social transformation and this work,
because it is not merely human, is an
act of spiritual warfare. This is the
business of the church, a work that
prayerfully seeks and announces
that the will of God can and will be
done on earth and it is in heaven.
Sadly, the church isn’t always
faithful to this redemptive calling.
Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate of the
University of Mississippi and Duke
University, serves as the director
of Student Religious Life at Alcorn
State University and is the pastor of
Mt. Helm Baptist Church in Jackson. Rhodes is married to Allison
Thomas-Rhodes and they are the
parents of twin boys: Carroll Edward III and Cornelius Josiah.

The Festival of Praise coming soon

Special to The Mississippi Link
The Festival of Praise Tour featuring multiple Grammy, Stellar,
and BET Award winning artists
Fred Hammond, Hezekiah Walker, Israel Houghton, Karen Clark
Sheard, Regina Belle, Casey J,
and hosted by comedian Earthquake, will come to Jackson Nov.
22.
The 2016 Jackson tour will be
held at the Jackson Convention

Complex, 105 E. Pascagoula St.
Tickets are available through
Ticketmaster and other outlets
where concert tickets are sold.
Audiences of all ages are welcomed at the Festival of Praise.
To purchase tickets visit: ticketmaster.com or to charge a ticket
by phone call, 1-800- 745-3000.
For more information visit:
http://www.festivalofpraisetour.
com/tour-dates/
Hammond

Walker

Message from
the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

There’s nothing in the world like family. As we’ve done for so many years,
my siblings and I recently gathered to
celebrate the union of our parents: Clarence and Lenora Monix. Although they
wedded on Oct. 14, 1952, we use various
dates throughout the month of October to
celebrate their love. This year, we chose Oct. 22.
Married for more than 40 years, my father transitioned
to his heavenly home in 1991, my mother followed him
in 2011. Like so many families, we hosted anniversary
dinners for them while they were both alive but after my
father died, we all agreed that we would continue the
celebration because he was our rock for so many years
and his presence was still felt even though physically he
was not there. My siblings and I have always practiced
Exodus 20:12 – “Honor thy father and thy mother: that
thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee.”
During the 20 years that my mother lived without my
father, we did all that we could to fill the void. She would
often tell us, “That man left me 10 of the best children
any mother could ever want. There were some hard
times and when all of you were children people would
even say how do you make it because it’s so many of
ya’ll but I wouldn’t change a thing.”
Parental love is such a wonderful thing! Parental love
is a gift that anyone reading this has and/or continues to
experience. True parental love has no limitations; it can
be scolding, it can be overwhelming, it can be an emotional rollercoaster, but it’s one of the best loves a person
can ever know.
Our biological parents were wonderful people who
were stern and to me at one point, were just downright
‘mean.’ They didn’t want us hanging out all night; they
didn’t want us being exposed to vices that were prevalent among our peers; they didn’t want us to turn out to
be the bad kids who ended up causing trouble and being
troubled. Thank God for our parental love.
Now, you know that I’m going somewhere with this.
My biological parents were awesome but I have a father
in heaven who loves me even more. As the Christian
hymn goes: “He walks with me, He talks with me, He
tells me I am His own!” I have two Fathers in heaven:
Clarence C. Monix and God! Yes, God, the Father of us
all. He watches over us all day and night, taking care of
us in more ways than we will probably ever know. Because of His goodness, His parental love; we are blessed
beyond measure and because of Him we should always
be a blessing to others.
We would love it if you choose to share your blessings
with us. If God is your provider and continues to shower
you with parental love moving in your life and it is on
your heart to share, then please do that, share it!
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and
around the state of Mississippi, wants to serve as your
personal messenger to share your good news and news
of your place of worship and visit.
Remember the verse that I often share with you –
Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, Your God reigns!”
To share your news, contact Daphne M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, fax (601) 896-0091 or mail
The Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson,
MS 39213.

Belle

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Greater Fairview Missionary Baptist Church,
24545 Newport St., Jackson, will conclude its Fall
Revival at 7:15 p.m. Oct. 27. For more information,
call (601) 362-6447 or visit www.greaterfairview.org.
Charles H. Spann is the pulpit facilitator.
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church, 1600
Florence Ave., Jackson, Youth Ministry will host its
annual Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat from 6-8 p.m.
Oct. 29. For more information, call (601) 355-2670.
Michael T. Williams is the pastor.

6:30 p.m. Nov. 2. Following the movie, a six-week
small group bible study will begin at 6:30 p.m. Nov.
9. For more information, call (601) 366-7002. Rev.
Jerry Young is the pastor.
Pleasant Green M.B. Church, 6634 Kennebrew
Road, in Jackson will be the location for The Peacemakers Gospel Singers 32nd year Police Public Relations Program set for 3 p.m. Nov. 6. The theme
will be “We Are Reaching Out to Tell You That We
Love You.” The Hodge Brothers, the Peacemakers
and others will be featured. Hinds County Sheriff
Victor Mason will be the guest speaker. Retired Officer Archie Hodge of Jackson Police Department is
the founder and can be reached at (601) 982-4208.
Rev. Oliver Hodge is pastor.

Greater Pearlie Grove Missionary Baptist
Church, 1640 West County Line Road, Jackson,
Health Care Ministry will host its Harvest Carnival in
the church’s front parking lot from noon until 4 p.m.
Oct. 29. For more information, call (601) 354-2026
or visit www.gpgmbc.org. Rev. Stephen F. Mason is Holy City International Empowerment Ministries,
251 Kearney Park Road, Flora, will host its annual
the pastor.
Christmas in November at 10 a.m. Nov. 9 The day
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., will include free food, toys and clothes for families
Jackson, will host a free showing of the movie, in need. For more information, call (601) 879-3999.
“Woodlawn” in the church’s Family Life Center at Bishop Stanley Cavett Sr. is the pastor.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com
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I pray, we’ll all be ready Maximize your life,
when Jesus returns
trust God
P

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
No one will be
exempt from the
judgment. If you
were to die now,
where would you
spend eternity? We
read in 2 Corinthians 5:10 these words, “For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad.”
In Hebrews 9:27, it states, “And
as it is appointed unto men once
to die, but after this the judgment.”
Yes, my friends, there is going to
be a judgment. We all are going
to stand or bow before the Judge.
Everyone in the entire human race
will appear. Nobody will escape.
What a day that will be to see
the masses of the human race.
Each of us will stand and take our
judgment. Nobody will be able to
interfere. No plea bargaining, no
tears and no story of hardship will
sway the judge. Pure justice will
be meted out. The elderly will be
there, the rich without their finery,
and the poor without their poverty,
will be standing side-by-side on
that day. Also, those who are so
bashful that they always hang back
in the crowds will be pulled out
from their hiding places to stand
just as everybody else on that day.

Off will come the garments that
have hid the real person from the
eyes of others. No disguise will be
possible on that day.
The words of our Savior recorded in Matthew 25:31-34 are
as follows: “When the Son of
man shall come in his glory, and
all the holy angels with him, then
shall he sit upon the throne of his
glory: And before him shall be
gathered all nations: and he shall
separate them one from another,
as a shepherd divideth his sheep
from the goats: And he shall set
the sheep on his right hand, but
the goats on the left. Then shall
the King say unto them on his
right hand, Come, ye blessed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.” Also,
we find in verse 41 these words,
“Then shall he say also unto them
on the left hand, Depart from
me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and
his angels.” Verse 46 says, “And
these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous
into life eternal.” My friends, the
Final Day of Judgment is out in
the future, but it is coming.
Jesus Christ left the glory of the
Father and came to earth, taking
upon Himself the seed of Abraham, becoming one of us. He was
human and he suffered all manner of temptations, yet without

R

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

sin. His feelings were hurt, and
he suffered rejection of those He
came to help. He was laughed at,
ridiculed, mocked, beaten and
shamed. He suffered judgment
of false accusers and He died a
shameful death, all without sin.
He tasted life and death just as we
experience it. He suffered temptations, was tried and pressed beyond measure, ridiculed, scorned,
and rejected, but He never sinned,
proving that we have no excuse to
sin! In doing that, He took away
our excuses. All of this makes
Him a Qualified Judge to judge
all mankind.
Every day we are involved in
doing things. We are thinking
thoughts, we have meditations,
and we have motivations of the
heart. We talk to people, we make
decisions, and we make moves
in life. God is going to judge everything as to whether it is good
or bad. It is either according to
God’s will or against God’s will.
If you were to die today, where
would eternity find you?
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church of
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton
VA 23669. He is married to Velma
L. Green. He is a member of the
National Association of Evangelism Church of God, Anderson,
Ind. He serves as chairman of the
Southeastern Association of The
Church of God, Inc.

A few years
ago for my
birthday,
I
gave myself
a long overdue gift. I
hired a financial planner. This might not
sound like the most exciting
present, but I figured it was
a good investment. Over the
next few weeks, we talked on
the phone, exchanged emails
and had more meetings where
he kept going back to the
questions of my future financial goals. Finally, it became
clearer when he asked me one
question: “What is your life
worth?”
With that one question,
he got me to thinking about
something I’d never really
thought much about. I knew
my life had value because I
was a child of God but what
would the dollar amount be?
In building my financial
plan, he asked me repeatedly
what I owned and how much
it was worth. I saw once he
presented me a preliminary
financial plan that there was
a strategy behind his intrusive
questions. I didn’t completely
understand all of it, but was
able to get this much: It’s hard
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to add value to something if
you don’t first know its value.
His questions showed me that
first I had to recognize what
the value is of what I own.
Next, I had to assess and then
reassess the value of my possessions.
2 Peter 1:5-8 shows the process of maximizing ourselves
spiritually: “For this very reason, make every effort to add
to your faith goodness and to
goodness, knowledge and to
knowledge, self-control and to
self-control, perseverance and
to perseverance, godliness and
to godliness, brotherly kindness and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess
these qualities in increasing
measure, they will keep you
from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Just
like adding value to natural
possessions, in growing spiritually, we add to qualities that
we’ve already developed.
Adding value to our life requires that we first acknowledge that our life has value.
For those facing health challenges like breast cancer or
emotional challenges like
domestic violence, it can be
difficult to see life as having value. Because of fear of
rejection or embarrassment,
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many suffer in silence and
believe that their life has no
value. Since October is both
Domestic Violence Awareness Month and Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, there are
countless activities that encourage those who have been
touched by both.
The point of these activities is to remind those who are
dealing with breast cancer or
domestic violence that their
life still has value.
God’s word also shows
us that one way we maximize value is to develop the
strength to encourage ourselves regardless of our circumstances as it says in I
Samuel 30:6. King David, the
man after God’s own heart,
felt the stress that came from
being rejected and isolated but
still “encouraged himself in
the LORD his God.” Another
translation uses the words,
“David found strength in the
Lord.” Bottom line: To maximize our lives, we can’t do it
in our own strength; we have
to lean on the strength of God.
Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence best-seller
“Love Hangover: Moving
from Pain to Purpose after a
Relationship ends.” She may
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of October 27
SONGS

		

ARTISTS				

1. Made A Way			

Travis Greene

2. You’re Bigger			

Jekalyn Carr

3. Put A Praise On It		

Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard

4. God Provides			

Tamela Mann

ALBUM

5. Better				Hezekiah Walker
6. Spirit Break Out		

William McDowell Featuring Trinity Anderson

7. I Need You			

Donnie McClurkin

8. You				Jermaine Dolly
9. You Deserve It			

J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise

10. Winning			

Charles Jenkins

To listen to snippets of these songs,
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

1750
www.nhcms.org

SUNDAY

Place your
church ad here.

Worship Services
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

For details call
601-896-0084
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Cheaper phones are fine – if
top-end camera isn’t a must
By Tali Arbel
AP Technology Writer
NEW YORK – You can easily save hundreds of dollars on
an Android phone especially
if you, like many people, don’t
need a top-end camera.
Cheaper Android phones
are, in many respects, adequate
substitutes for pricier highend models such as Samsung’s
Galaxy S7 and Google’s Pixel.
There are dozens worthy of
consideration. I’m recommending three out of the handful I’ve
tested: the OnePlus 3, Sony’s
Xperia XA and Motorola’s
Moto G4. All three are easy to
use and have great battery life,
enough for four or five movies
on Netflix.
The drawbacks? For one,
availability. Of the three phones,
only the Moto is compatible
with all the major U.S. carriers.
And then there’s the camera. All
smartphones take decent shots
in good conditions, but high-end
phones typically do better in the
dark. I’ll trade hundreds of dollars in savings for a camera that
does well most of the time, but
shutterbugs might seek perfection.
ONEPLUS 3 ($399)
WHAT’S GOOD: You’re not
sacrificing the speed or power
of top-end models. The OnePlus
also has a fine camera – I could
tell, even as a photography dummy. To combat blurry shots, especially in low light, the OnePlus has an anti-shake technology

that’s rare for mid-range phones.
Even selfies taken at dusk turned
out well. The camera’s interface
is nice, too, letting you swipe up
or down to change from video to
photo mode. OnePlus also has
bells and whistles like a fingerprint scanner to unlock phones
and a wireless chip for making
payments in retail stores using
Android Pay. It ran Netflix the
longest among the three phones
tested.
WHAT’S BAD: The 5.5-inch
screen is great for watching video but makes the phone too big
to use comfortably one-handed. That’s a matter of personal
preference, of course. Taking a
screenshot is awkward, requiring the power and volume key
to be pressed simultaneously,
which is harder than it sounds.
This is standard Android, but a
few other manufacturers have
found ways to tweak this. Folder
icons don’t show you what apps
are inside, making navigation
difficult if you forget where you
put your apps (again, standard
Android). The phone’s not water-resistant.
DOWN THE ROAD: You
can’t add storage, but it comes
with a fairly generous 64 gigabytes. And you don’t have as
much flexibility to change carriers, as it’s not compatible with
Verizon or Sprint.
SONY XPERIA XA ($279)
WHAT’S GOOD: Aesthetics-wise, this light, sleek phone
is my favorite. It is easy to hold

and use this 5-inch phone with
one hand. Taking a screenshot is
simple – hold down the power
key, tap the screenshot option.
Folders sport mini-icons of the
apps they contain. You can set
an alarm clock with a few taps
from the home screen. The
phone supports Android Pay,
too.
WHAT’S BAD: Its battery is
the weakest of the bunch, in part
because the phone’s smaller than
the others. At default settings,
the phone’s display is so dark
that I sometimes had to squint
to look at it. It’s better once I
turned off “adaptive brightness”
in the settings. Photos taken
in a dimly lit room didn’t turn
out well. Although one swipe
switches the camera from photo
to video mode or from selfie to
outward-facing shots, it wasn’t
intuitive and took a few hours to
notice. There’s also an annoying
lag when switching between the
modes. The Xperia lacks a fingerprint scanner and isn’t waterresistant, unlike Sony’s top-end
models.
DOWN THE ROAD: You
can add a MicroSD card for
more storage beyond the stingy
16 gigabytes offered. As with
the OnePlus, it won’t work with
Verizon or Sprint.
MOTO G (starts at $200)
WHAT’S GOOD: The phone
has a textured plastic back, so
it doesn’t feel as slippery. You
can customize the phone’s look
when you order it with different

color combinations. The camera
was fine, although not as good
as that on the OnePlus. There’s
easy access to an alarm clock on
the home screen. A swipe to the
right brings up your calendar,
weather and news stories linked
to the Google Now digital assistant; although this is standard
Android, it’s missing on the other two phones. For $50 more,
you can get a Plus version with
a more powerful camera and a
fingerprint reader (I tested the
regular model).
WHAT’S BAD: It is bulkier
than the other phones and looks
cheaper. Like the OnePlus, you
need two hands for the 5.5-inch
phone. Taking a screenshot is
difficult, and folders don’t show
the apps inside. There’s no Android Pay. Oddly, there’s also
no indicator light that comes on
when the phone is charging. You
can flick your wrist to switch
from selfie to regular camera
mode, but I found this difficult
to do. Getting from photo to video mode takes two taps. Though
Motorola says the phone will
resist spills and light rain, you
can’t submerge it in water.
DOWN THE ROAD: The
regular G4 and Plus version
both start with 16 gigabytes of
storage, again stingy these days,
but you can pay for more up
front or add storage later with a
MicroSD card. And hallelujah,
it’s compatible with all major
U.S. cellular networks.

Teachers use nasty election
to spark polite student debate
By Jennifer C. Kerr
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – From mock
elections to writing projects and
Electoral College math, many
teachers around the country are
embracing the often nasty presidential race between Donald
Trump and Hillary Clinton as a
real-world teaching tool.
Muslims. Taxes. The wall.
Emails. The negative exchanges.
They’re all up for discussion in
Halie Miller’s fourth-grade class at
Glacier Ridge Elementary in Dublin, Ohio. But when the students
hold their own debates, they’re polite and respectful.
“We kind of have debates and
never yell at each other,” says
9-year-old Mia Dahi. “We give
our opinions and what we think
about it, but we don’t really fight
about it.”
The election provides material
for other subjects beyond social
studies. In math, Miller’s students
have learned about the magic of
the number 270, using addition
and subtraction to come up with
different combinations to get to
270 electoral votes to claim victory.
“Educating students about their
role in a democracy was one of
the original goals of public education in this country and it should
remain so today, as our nation becomes more and more diverse,”
Education Secretary John B. King
Jr. said in recent remarks at the Na-

tional Press Club.
This election no doubt has presented challenges for educators,
with difficult topics such as sexual
assault, infidelity and just the general bitterness and angry rhetoric.
“Teachers all over the country
are having some very hard conversations with their students in a
non-partisan way,” says National
Education Association President
Lily Eskelsen García.
It’s also opened the door,
though, to some good debates.
“They’re having discussions about
race. They’re having discussions
about religious freedom,” she said.
“They’re having discussions about
should girls aspire to be president
as likely as a boy would aspire to
be president.”
Alice Reilly, president of the
National Social Studies Supervisors Association, says teachers
can’t ignore the election.
“It’s part of social studies. It’s
part of civics. It’s part of government,” she said.
Teachers Sara Winter and Patricia Carlson at Williamsburg
Middle School in Arlington, Virginia, turned the election into a
five-week
THINK-TAC-TOE
project for their sixth graders, who
are required to complete three
of nine activity squares on their
worksheets.
Among them:
– Analyze a newspaper article
on the election and write two to
three paragraphs about it.

– Take a 30-minute walk around
the neighborhood, tally Clinton
and Trump yard signs and write
two to three paragraphs about
why the student thinks people in
the community might support one
candidate over the other.
– Interview five people about
who they are voting for and write
about why they support a particular candidate.
In Denver, social studies teacher
Aaron Stites says the tone of the
campaign can at times be discouraging.
“You can get bogged down by
the negativity, but to see kids excited about the election and kids
feeling they have a voice, it gives
me a boost,” Stites said in an interview. “Any time kids in your
classroom are engaged and don’t
want to leave class, that’s a good
feeling.”
Stites, a teacher at the BryantWebster Dual Language School,
says immigration is the issue his
seventh- and eighth-grade students
have the most questions about.
The school has a diverse population and some kids, he says, have
asked him, “Mr. Stites, if Trump
is elected, what does that mean for
us, and how much power does a
president really have?”
There are questions about Clinton, too. Stites says his students
have discussed her emails and
whether they think she’s good at
securing classified information.
“They want to read and find out

more about the candidates,” says
Stites.
Back in Miller’s class outside
Columbus, students read about the
campaign in Scholastic News.
Miller says one student asked
what a Muslim was, and why
Trump wanted a temporary ban
on Muslims entering the country.
So, Miller turned to the children’s
book “Golden Domes and Silver
Lanterns: A Muslim Book of Colors,” to discuss Muslim culture
with her class. Another child said
the Islamic State group and the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks had something to do with the ban, and the
students then discussed whether
they thought that was fair.
“They hear things at home or
on the news and they just need
someone to help connect the dots,”
Miller said in an interview. “I’m
trying to focus more on the positives.”
The fourth grade at Miller’s
school also is participating in a
mock election. Sriram Katta says
he still doesn’t know how he’ll
vote. “I want to hear about who’s
going to do something about health
care and who’s going to do something about taxes,” said Katta.
Audrey Di Cesare also doesn’t
have a favorite. “I really don’t
have somebody to vote for because I don’t want Hillary to raise
taxes and I don’t want Trump to
build a wall or ban Muslims and
immigrants because it’s America
and we should unite.”
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Trump promotes his
new luxury hotel –
along with campaign
By Lisa Lerer and Jill Colvin
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – With
his White House dreams
increasingly in question,
Donald Trump is spending
precious campaign time promoting his private business
in the final weeks of the long
race. Hillary Clinton, meanwhile, is using his appearances to undermine his business credentials out on the
campaign trail, accusing him
of having “stiffed American
workers.”
Less than two weeks before Election Day – and with
polls showing him trailing
in many battleground states
– Trump took a break from
campaigning
Wednesday
morning to formally open
his new hotel in Washington. His remarks at the hotel,
which has struggled to fill
rooms amid the controversy
surrounding his presidential
bid, followed a visit Tuesday
to another of his properties,
the Doral golf course outside
Miami.
“Under budget and ahead
of schedule. So important.
We don’t hear those words
so often, but you will,” said
Trump, linking the hotel redevelopment to his promised
performance as president.
“Today is a metaphor for
what we can accomplish for
this country.”
Though the GOP nominee
focused his remarks on his
political message, the event
was heavy with marketing,
too. Standing under glittering chandeliers, top company executives, including his
daughter, touted the hotel.
After delivering brief political remarks, Trump and his
family headed to the hotel’s
grand lobby where they cut
a wide red ribbon with golden scissors before flying to
North Carolina for what his
campaign billed as an urban
policy speech.
As Trump cut ribbons,
Clinton
was
slamming
Trump’s business practices
at a Florida campaign rally,
saying he built his empire
with Chinese-manufactured
steel, overseas products and
labor from immigrants in
the country illegally. Later
in the day, she was being
joined by restaurateur Jose
Andres, who pulled out of
the Washington hotel to protest Trump’s anti-immigrant
rhetoric. Trump and Andres
are currently locked in litigation over the deal.
“While the hotel may be
new it’s the same old story,”
she told several thousand
supporters in Lake Worth,
Florida. “He has stiffed
American workers, he has
stiffed American businesses.”
Trump’s unusual travel
schedule, coming amid signs
that the controversy surrounding his campaign has
hurt his corporate brand, raises questions about whether
the GOP nominee has begun
to turn some of his focus to
postelection plans.

Rooms at the overhauled
$212 million hotel that bears
his name at Washington’s
Old Post Office Pavilion
have been heavily discounted
and smartphone data suggest
fewer people are visiting his
properties compared to rival
venues nearby. A new Facebook live show produced by
his campaign has heightened
speculation that Trump may
try and offset any losses with
advertising revenue from a
new media network – a plan
he denies.
Trump supporters defended the stops, arguing they
show how he would govern
as president.
“I think there was a symbolic message here that if
you want business as usual
and bureaucracy as usual,
vote Hillary,” said former
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, a Trump backer.
Clinton, too, has turned
some of her focus to what
happens after Nov. 8, though
her efforts assume she wins.
Deep in transition planning,
people familiar with her effort say she plans to impose
strict ethics rules on how
lobbyists may participate
on her team. In recent days,
she’s begun expanding the
scope of her campaign to
help down-ballot Democrats
– her party sees an opportunity to win control of the
Senate and reduce its deficit
in the House – and retool her
campaign message to emphasize unifying the country
after a divisive race.
“What Trump has done is
to make it possible for people who had racist, sexist,
and all kinds of prejudices
and bigotry to put them right
out there,” Clinton said on
the “Breakfast Club,” a syndicated radio show based
in New York City. “I’m not
going to be able to wave a
magic wand and change everybody’s thoughts.”
Wednesday was the candidate’s 69th birthday, a
milestone she celebrated a
day early on Univision’s entertainment news show “El
Gordo y La Flaca,” where
she was feted with a bottle
of tequila and a large cake
featuring her face. In her appearance on “The Breakfast
Club,” a syndicated radio
show popular with AfricanAmerican voters, singer Stevie Wonder serenaded the
woman he called “Madam
President Clinton.”
Trump, meanwhile, dispatched his running mate,
Mike Pence, to play political
defense in Utah – a state that
hasn’t backed a Democrat
for president in 52 years.
Besides Utah, Pence also
was stopping in the swing
states of Nevada and Colorado before he heads on Thursday to solidly Republican
Nebraska, a state that awards
some of its electoral votes
by congressional district.
His rally in Omaha may be
aimed at shoring up support
in the one district that Clinton could potentially win.
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Stirgus promoted to division manager at Waffle House
The Mississippi Link Newswire
On Oct. 6, Alcorn State University alumnus and Vicksburg
native Adam Stirgus ascended to
the next level in his career.
While attending a routine staff
meeting at Waffle House, the
franchise’s former district manager was informed that he had
been promoted to division manager. Stirgus was overcome with
shock and awe upon hearing the
news.
“I was overcome with joy and
shock all at once,” said Stirgus,
who earned a bachelor’s degree
in biochemistry from Alcorn in
2010. “Less than a week earlier, I
had become eligible for a promotion, so I was quite surprised that
it came so soon.”
Stirgus’ duties as division manager will include overseeing all
of the Waffle House restaurants
in North Jackson, Ridgeland,
Flowood and Canton. He will
also focus on developing his staff
by emphasizing good leadership,
time management, budgeting,
public speaking and delegation.
This is one of the biggest advancements in Stirgus’ five-year
career at Waffle House. He looks
forward to tackling his new role
and providing better opportunities for others.
“It is an amazing and surreal
feeling to be a division manager.
I’m still trying to process it all.
I’m very excited and anxious. I

Despite warnings,
extremely
dangerous air
bags not repaired
By Tom Krisher
AP Auto Writer
DETROIT (AP) -- Owners of
more than 300,000 Hondas have
yet to get their air bags repaired,
despite warnings from the automaker and regulators that the
inflators have an extremely high
chance of rupturing and causing
injury or even death.
Last week authorities said one
of those air bags, equipped with
an inflator made by Takata Corp.,
ruptured and killed a California
woman, adding urgency to the
search for the noncompliant vehicles.
About 69 million Takata inflators have been recalled due to
possible rupture. In June, government regulators said testing
showed that inflators in 313,000
older Hondas and Acuras had as
high as a 50 percent chance of
rupturing in a crash. The regulators told owners of the cars to
stop driving them and get them
repaired. But four months later,
only 13,000 of the cars have been
repaired.
Takata uses ammonium nitrate
to create an explosion to inflate
air bags. But the chemical can
deteriorate when exposed to heat
and humidity and blow apart a
metal canister, spewing shrapnel. The inflators have killed as
many as 16 people worldwide
and injured more than 100. The
death of the California woman,
Delia Robles, was the 11th tied to
Takata inflators in the U.S.
Honda says it has mailed letters, placed Facebook ads, made
telephone calls, and in some instances has visited owners. But
the results point out that major
holes remain in the U.S. safety
recall system because owners can
be hard to find, particularly when
it comes to used cars that have
changed hands multiple times.
And some owners refuse to get
repairs done no matter how many
times they are notified.
Safety advocates have called
for laws banning the sale of any
vehicle until recall repairs are
made, or a national requirement
that recalls be done before license
plates can be renewed. But so far,
there are few such requirements.
Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Florida,

am going to make my division
one of the most profitable ones
in the company. I’m also excited
that I can provide a better opportunity for people.”
Bonding with his co-workers is
what makes going to work every
day worthwhile for Stirgus. The
family atmosphere that he ex-

periences at work makes Waffle
House feel more like home.
“I enjoy the relationships I
have built with people. I have a
family at every Waffle House I
have worked at. At the end of the
day, we are all the same. Getting
to know someone on a genuine
level makes me forget this is

work. I have learned that servant
leadership is the key to running a
successful business and building
solid relationships.”
Stirgus thanks his alma mater for molding him into a great
leader and making him passionate about the success of others.
“Alcorn definitely helped pre-

pare me to be the leader I am
today. I learned survival skills at
Alcorn, and I also learned to rely
on myself more than relying on
others. My professors’ passion
towards ensuring my success has
influenced me to have the same
enjoyment in my team’s development.”

Stirgus
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State-Wide General Insurance Agency
is a proud supporter of
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
and congratulates
The Mississippi Link Newspaper
for 23 years of service
to the community
Mat Thomas, Owner
State-Wide General Insurance Agency
Service/Products:
Car, Fire and Life Insurance
3073 Lynch Street
Jackson, MS 39209
601-353-2421
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Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk
brought thousands of participants and dollars
As usual, the American Cancer Society’s Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk was
a huge success when it started at 9 a.m. Oct. 22, in front of Thalia Mara Hall in Jackson. At
least 401 teams and 1,960 registered participants collectively raised more than $80,000 for
breast cancer research. Funds raised go toward groundbreaking breast cancer research,
life-saving education and critical patient services.

PHOTOS BY KEVIN ROBINSON

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Alpha Kappa Alpha holds statewide cluster meeting
Sorority donated to underserved, discussed ways to help others in communities
Mississippi Link Newswire
Members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.’s South Eastern
Region who reside in Mississippi
gathered in Jackson Oct. 21-22,
for its statewide cluster meeting.
Members discussed the future of
the sorority known for its active
role in service, leadership and advocacy in communities across the
globe. Among the areas of focus
were ensuring that chapters mobilized members of the community in the “Get Out the Vote” effort
as well as strengthening internal
chapter operations and programmatic thrusts.
The 2016 Mississippi Statewide Cluster of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority was at the Jackson
Marriott Hotel. Close to than 500
members representing more than
20 chapters from across the Magnolia State attended this annual
conference that promotes leadership development and allows
attendees to learn about various
programs and service initiatives.
Members participated in one
of the sorority’s national community service projects, collecting

Pictured are Mitzi Dease Paige (from left), co-chairman
of Alpha Kappa Alpha’s Mississippi Cluster; Mary Conner, AKA South Eastern Regional director; and Tamika
Curtis, co-chairman of the event.
Hundreds of members Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority attended the Mississippi Cluster Oct. 21-22 in Jackson. PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
seasonal wraps for the citizens
of Crosby, Miss. “Our members
from the state of Mississippi felt
compelled to assist the citizens
of Crosby, Mississippi who are in
need by donating these seasonal
wraps. Our sorority’s guiding
principle is ‘Service to All Mankind’ and we could not let this
opportunity to help those who
needed our help pass us by,” said
Mary B. Conner, AKA South
Eastern Regional Director.
The Mississippi Cluster was a
series of workshops, roundtable

discussions and planning meetings. Dr. Wonso White Hayes
of Holly Springs served as the
Mississippi Statewide Cluster
Coordinator. Candie Simmons
of Ridgeland is the Cluster 6 Coordinator and Mitzi Dease Paige
of Jackson served as chairman of
the event and Tamika Curtis of
Yazoo City, served as event cochairman.
Additionally, members learned
more about the sorority’s 20142018 International Program –
Launching New Dimensions of

Service – and will be provided
information and training on how
to implement the service efforts
in their communities. The program focuses on five target areas:
educational enrichment, health
promotion, family strengthening,
environmental ownership and
global impact.
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated is an international
service organization founded
on the campus of Howard University in Washington, D.C. in
1908. It is the oldest Greek-letter

organization established by African-American college-educated
women. Alpha Kappa Alpha is
comprised of more than 265,000
members in 986 graduate and undergraduate chapters in the United States, the U.S. Virgin Islands,
Bermuda, the Caribbean, Canada, Japan, Germany, South Korea, Dubai, and on the continent
of Africa. Led by International
President, Dorothy Buckhanan
Wilson of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority is often hailed as “America’s

premier Greek-letter organization
for African-American women.”
For more information on Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority and its programs, log onto www.aka1908.
com.
The sorority’s South Eastern
Region is comprised of 105 chapters (54 graduate and 48 undergraduate chapters) in the states
of Alabama, Mississippi and
Tennessee, with more than 6,000
active members. Visit www.akasoutheastern.com for more information.

Phi Theta Kappa at Hinds CC
inducts new members for Fall 2016
The Gamma Lambda Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at Hinds Community College’s Raymond Campus inducted new members and officers Oct. 14. Inductees included Ciara Ray (front row, from left), Logan Williamson, both of Byram; Alexa Nicole Brown, of Terry; (back
row, from left) Elena Moore, Kristen Chisholm, both of Byram, and Joanna Stevens, of Terry. As Mississippi’s largest community college,
Hinds Community College is a comprehensive institution offering quality, affordable educational opportunities with academic programs
of study leading to seamless university transfer and career and technical programs teaching job-ready skills. With six locations in central
Mississippi, Hinds enrolled nearly 12,000 credit students in fall 2016. To learn more, visit www.hindscc.edu or call 1-800-HindsCC

“ON THE WINGS
OF EAGLES”
Friends of Children of Mississippi, Inc.

A Message from the Executive Director
Dear Partners, Parents and Friends:
On behalf of Friends of Children of Mississippi, Inc., (FCM, Inc.) Board of
Directors, Policy Council, Parent Committees, Staff, Parents and Children, I am
pleased to introduce myself and the agency’s operation. I serve as Executive
Director for FCM, Inc. for the past 48 years. Friends of Children of Mississippi,
Inc., a highly efficient, team-based 501C-3 tax-exempt, private nonprofit human
service agency. Our Mission is to strengthen children and families through
community partnerships by:
• Providing a comprehensive child development program which enhances social
competence,
• Assisting families to become self-sufficient and
• Serving as advocates for children and families.
We increase the families’ capacity to support and nurture their children by
developing a compassionate partnership between staff and families which
recognize parents as primary educators of their children. In support of that
partnerships, FCM, Inc. provides opportunities for continuous staff growth and
development and creates an environment which promotes job satisfaction and
community service.
We are eagerly proud to announce for this 2nd year of our 5-Year Funding
Application that we’re currently serving 2,730 Head Start Children; 335 Early
Head Start Children; (total: 3,065 enrollees); employing over 750 employees in a
15-county operation throughout Mississippi.
In the Presidential Proclamation – 50th Anniversary of Head Start, President
Obama states, “the oldest and largest Federal program to deliver high-quality
learning was founded on the idea that every child – no matter who they are, what
they look like, or where they grow up—deserves the chance to reach their full
potential. Since 1965, it has given meaning to the simple truth that in America,
where you start should not determine how far you can go.” Similarly, in 1966,
Friends of Children of Mississippi came from its humble beginning of eighteen
months unfunded; with no state or federal dollars and commenced its efforts to
deeply root itself within its surrounding areas as workers in community-based,
preschool programs --- many of which were volunteer-based centers. Today, FCM,
Inc. is still vested in promoting school readiness in young children empowering
families with education, training and skills to become self-sufficient. This is why
we believe our agency was named as one of ten rural and tribal communities from
across the country to participate in the Rural Integration Models for Parents and
Children Thrive (MPACT) Demonstration.

We’ve had many successes and accomplishments that we are tremendously proud
of. As previously mentioned above this is another milestone in the history of
this agency being selected and featured as one of ten programs, rural and tribal
communities across the country to participate in the Rural Integration Models for
Parents and Children to Thrive (IMPACT) Demonstration. On September 15, 2015,
the White House Office of the Press Secretary released the scope of the IMPACT
Demonstration, names of participants and levels of assistance in FACT Sheet: 10
Communities Named Rural IMPACT Demonstration Sites. Following a process led
by the United States Department of Human Services (HHS), FCM, Inc. submitted a
letter of interest to participate in this national project that assist communities to adopt
a comprehensive, whole-family framework for addressing child poverty which we
refer to as two-generations such as through facilitating physical colocation of services,
universal “no wrong door” intake, referral networks, shared measurement systems and
use of technology to deliver services
On October 15, 2016, Friends of Children of Mississippi, Inc. reached another
milestone in its history book of providing “50” years of quality services in the State
of Mississippi.
FCM, Inc. collaborative with parents to foster positive child outcomes and learning
experiences through family, health and disability services. Our parent participation
in health and parent education training within family services has increased for
Head Start and Early Head Start over the last years.
In closing and being reminded of an old adage, “if you want something that you
never had; then you must do something that you never done.” We extend an open
hand invitation to ALL to join with us. We must strive in our innovation to develop
and implement positive, results-oriented approaches to eradicate generational
poverty. In addition, let us be the voice of awareness regarding child poverty and
its detrimental impact on our nation’s global competitiveness. Our future sorely
depends upon it!!!
We have come a very long way but these deep-seated cultural, racial, economic and
gender impediments to a just union challenge us still. We must remain vigilant in
rooting them out and determined to move forward ad not backwards if we are to
become a greater nation with an opportunity to show the majority non-White world
a living democracy.
For further information, contact Dr. Marvin Hogan, Executive Director, Friends
of Children of Mississippi, Inc., at (601) 321-0960 or (601) 859-5698; E-mail:
fcmeagleeye@fcmi-ms.us or even visit our website at friendsofchildren.org.
Respectfully,

Friends of Children of Mississippi, Inc.
Congratulates The Mississippi Link for serving this community for “23” years
While they celebrate “50” years of quality services
In the State of Mississippi.
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Local organizations partner to
‘Feed Hearts’ in Poindexter Park
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Family Strengthening Committee with Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.,
Rho Lambda Omega Chapter
collaborated with New Beginnings Mobile Mission Homeless Ministry of Ridgeland,
MS and Undergraduates of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. Lambda Iota Chapter at
Millsaps College. The project which took place in Poindexter Park was called Feeding
Warm Hearts in the Park in
observance of October Childhood Hunger Awareness Day.
Childhood Hunger Awareness Day was first observed
in 1995, when the American
Culinary Federation Chef and
Child Foundation, Inc. reached
out across America with its
first Childhood Hunger Day
national awareness campaign.
This project provided individuals who were in Poindexter Park and others from local
homeless shelters with a hot
balanced breakfast, clothing,
sacked lunches, and information on available resources in
the Jackson area.
Through the collaborative
efforts of these organizations
more than 70 nutritious meals
were served. Participants were
provided survival items such
as deodorant, socks, blankets,
toothpaste, soap, toothbrushes,
mouthwash, razors and other
items. Meals were provided by
2 for 7 Food Truck of Jackson.

Participants included Minister Sandra Logan (from left), New Beginnings Mobile Mission Homeless Ministry; Dovie Reed, chairperson for
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Rho Lambda Omega Chapter Family
Strengthening Committee; Jennie Ross, New Beginning Mobile Mission
Homeless Ministry and Carolyn Dampeer, co-chair of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Rho Lambda Omega Chapter Family Strengthening
Committee;
One of the initiatives of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Family Strengthening Committee is to address the issues
of families in the community
during the next several years
because anyone can become

homeless. Funding for this
project was provided by the
Ebony Pearls Foundation, Incorporated.
For additional information
on Rho Lambda Omega activities, visit www.Rloaka.org.

Hinds County School District
Weekly Update!!!
Hinds County School District Host Mentor &
Ambassador Training Camp!
Gary Road Elementary School Help Kick off
Blue Cross / Blue Shield
Get Ready to Run Fall campaign!
Dr. Martin, Superintendent; Ms King, BC/BS
Event Organizer; and
Dr. Sellers, Assistant
Superintendent

Blue Cross/Blue
Shield Team Blue

Dr. David Burris,
GRE Principal
gets in on the fun
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Edds joins Tougaloo
College Board of Trustees
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Tougaloo College Board
of Trustees recently announced
the election of local attorney Stephen Edds to the Board of Trustees. This action was taken during
the college’s recently held October meeting.
Wesley F. Prater, M.D., chairman of the Board, said, “We are
very pleased to welcome Steve
Edds to our Board of Trustees.
His broad financial knowledge,
legal skills and community engagement will definitely serve
Tougaloo College well.”
Edds is an attorney with the law
firm of Butler Snow where his
practice focuses on government
finance, economic development

incentives
and
government relations. He has represented a number
of large corporations and participates broadly in
Edds
the civic life of his
community. He has many distinctions among his impressive list of
credits, Best Lawyers in America,
Chambers USA, America’s Leading Business Lawyers and MidSouth Super Lawyers.
Tougaloo College is an independent, historically black liberal
arts college, offering baccalaureate degrees in education, the
humanities, natural sciences and
social sciences, and master of art

degrees in teaching and child development.
Founded in 1869, Tougaloo
College prepares and inspires its
students through intellectual, social and character development to
become thoughtful, ethical leaders who are prepared to meet the
challenges of informed citizenship, inform the future with vision, justice and charity, and contribute to a more inclusive, fair
and equitable world for all humankind. Combining the strength
of the quality of its academic offerings, Tougaloo College continues to advance its timeless
legacy of excellence, relevance
and influence in an ever-changing
global world.

Jackson Convention & Visitors Bureau
honored with ConventionSouth’s
Annual Readers’ Choice Award
Mississippi Link Newswire
The publishers and editors of
ConventionSouth, the national
multimedia resource for planning events in the South, recently
presented Jackson Convention
& Visitors Bureau with a 2016
Readers’ Choice Award.
“ConventionSouth readers and
fans have voted to decide the best
meeting sites in the South, and it
is no surprise to us that Jackson
Convention & Visitors Bureau
has been selected to receive our
annual Readers’ Choice Award,”
said ConventionSouth Publisher
J. Talty O’Connor. “The value
in receiving this prestigious recognition is that it comes from the
United States’ top meeting professionals who hold events in the
South. These planners demand
the highest level of customer
service and quality facilities, and
they have contributed in deter-

mining that Jackson Convention
& Visitors Bureau indeed displays the commitment to professionalism, creativity and service
that they require.”
Jackson Convention & Visitors
Bureau is among 250 convention
and visitor bureaus, meeting facilities and hotels located across the
South to receive this year’s Readers’ Choice Award. Throughout
the year, meeting professionals
nominated the meeting sites they
believe provide exemplary service for group events. The nominated sites are then compiled onto
an online ballot where meeting
professionals and fans are asked
to vote for the best of the best.
With over 4,000 voters participating in the selection process
and the highest social media interaction to date, this has been
the most successful and engaging
year yet.

Since creation in 2001, this is
the fifth time that Jackson Convention & Visitors Bureau has
received the award, making it
an even greater honor to present
it with a 2016 Readers’ Choice
Award.
Jackson Convention & Visitors Bureau will be featured as an
award recipient in the December
2016 Awards Issue of ConventionSouth magazine. This issue
will also showcase some of the
most talented meeting professionals in the nation as ConventionSouth also presents planners
with its annual “Meeting Professionals To Watch” designation.
“Featuring peer advice and
trade secrets from our Meeting
Professionals to Watch in 2016,
our Awards Issue is one of the
most popular must-read resources within the meetings industry,”
O’Connor said.

Happy Birthday to
The Mississippilink Link
I am a proud
supporter of

Breast Cancer
AwarenessMonth
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Exercise your rights: Vote!
By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist

In less than a
month, the nation will
conclude what is likely to be remembered
as one of the most
contentious
presidential campaigns in
modern history.
The campaign has been fraught
with racially divisive rhetoric as the
nation continues to struggle with issues of racial hostility and social inequity, as demonstrated by the wave
of violence that has taken so many
lives over the last year.
A lack of social and economic opportunity is at the root of the unrest.
The troubling divisive rhetoric that
has characterized the 2016 presidential race has fed the unrest. And only
a historic, targeted mobilization of resources can address the unrest.
National Urban League has a
plan to elevate urban communities
through targeted public investment,
called the Main Street Marshall Plan.
The National Urban League has a
plan to hold police and communities
accountable for unjustified violence
against unarmed citizens, called the
10 Point Justice Plan for Police Reform and Accountability.
But plans on paper, written in the
most compelling prose, with the most
prescient rationale, mean nothing if
we do not put in place responsible,
forward-thinking governmental representatives with the power to put
these plans into action.
The responsibility to put these
plans into action lies with this gen-

eration.
That responsibility boils down to
just one almighty action: We must
vote.
The National Urban League is part
of a nonpartisan election protection
coalition formed to ensure that all
voters have an equal opportunity to
participate in the political process.
Election protection provides Americans from coast to coast with comprehensive voting information on
how they can make sure their vote
is counted through a number of resources including a voter helpline
866-OUR-VOTE.
If you or anyone you know experiences any irregularity while trying to register or vote, please call
866-OUR-VOTE. But please, vote.
If injustice outrages you, if this recent cycle of violence grates at your
inner core as a human being, then we
must vote.
If we want to fund urban infrastructure and build schools instead
of juvenile detention facilities, build
libraries and community centers instead of prisons, we must vote.
If we want universal early childhood education ... we must vote.
If we want a federal living wage,
tied to inflation, we must vote.
If we want to fund urban infrastructure and build schools instead of
juvenile detention facilities, libraries
and community centers instead of
prisons, we must vote.
If you want to see our tax dollars
go to rebuilding West Baltimore and
Inglewood, Chicago and Athens,
Ohio, and Boone, North Carolina, as
they have in Baghdad and Kabul, we

must vote.
If we want to see our urban youth
working at summer jobs instead of
floundering in hopelessness, we must
vote.
If we want to see the dream of a
college education within affordable
reach for every student in America,
we must vote.
If we are to see justice done in the
killings of our brothers and sisters at
the hands of police and self-appointed vigilantes, we must vote.
If we want to end the scourge of
violence within African-American
neighborhoods, we must vote.
If we want to erase the AR-17 and
the AK47 – the weapon of choice for
terrorists and mass killings – from
our streets, we must vote.
If we want no fly, no buy and universal background checks, we must
vote.
If we are to honor the martyrdom
of Andrew Goodman, Mickey Schwerner and James Chaney, we must
vote.
If we want a compassionate system of immigration reform that leads
to dignity and citizenship, we must
vote.
If we want continued, robust funding for the Urban League’s highly effective programs, we must vote.
If our vision is an America with
liberty, justice and economic opportunity for all, we must vote.
If we are to change the heart of this
nation, we must vote.
And if we are to achieve all this,
through our vote, we must continue
to fight with everything we have to
protect our vote.

This is the first presidential election in more than 50 years to take
place without the full protection of
the Voting Rights Act. This year, 14
states will have new voting restrictions in place for the first time in a
presidential election. The new laws
range from strict photo ID requirements to early voting cutbacks to registration restrictions. Those 14 states
are: Alabama, Arizona, Indiana,
Kansas, Mississippi, Nebraska, New
Hampshire, Ohio, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas,
Virginia, and Wisconsin.
It’s no accident that the states most
likely to pass new voting restrictions
were those with the highest African
American turnout in 2008, those
with the highest Hispanic population
growth between 2000 and 2010, and
those formerly covered under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act before
it was struck down by the Supreme
Court in Shelby County v. Holder.
Of the 11 states with the highest
African-American turnout in 2008,
six have new restrictions in place.
Of the 15 jurisdictions previously
covered by Section 5, nine have new
restrictions in place and four of them
enacted restrictions directly after the
Shelby County decision: Alabama,
Mississippi, North Carolina and Texas.
Make no mistake, there are people
in power who do not want African
Americans, young people, senior
citizens and other vulnerable populations to vote. We cannot let them stop
us.
Marc Morial is the president and
CEO of the National Urban League.

Black women will decide the next president
By Wylecia Wiggs Harris
Trice Edney Newswire
Without a doubt,
women will play a
critical role in the
presidential election
this year. In 2012,
women overall had a
higher voting rate (64
percent) than men (60 percent), according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
However, the most powerful group
of voters will be African-American
women.
In both the 2012 and 2008 presidential elections, black women voted
at the highest rate of any racial, ethnic
or gender group. Four years ago, 74
percent of eligible black women went
to the polls.
The next president cannot win
without the support of black women.
But despite our political power – or
because of it – our voting right is under siege.
Today, more than 30 states have
introduced voter suppression legislation, with laws passing in 14 states
and laws pending in eight. For example, in North Carolina, where
black women made up more than 23
percent of registered women voters in

2012, a League of Women Voters-led
lawsuit successfully resulted in a federal appeals court overturning a controversial law that sought to restrict
early voting and eliminate same-day
registration. Other voter suppression
laws enacted by states make it significantly harder for millions of eligible
voters to cast their ballots by requiring that voters present governmentissued photo IDs in order to vote,
cutting early voting hours, taking
away the voting rights of ex-criminal
offenders and requiring proof-of-citizenship documents in order to vote.
While there have been several key
victories to overturn these challenges
in recent months, the struggle for full
voting rights remains. Rather than become discouraged, we must use these
voting restrictions as motivation.
Recently National Voter Registration Day was observed nationwide
as a nonpartisan effort to register
thousands of voters in a single day
in communities and online. When
millions of women head to the polls
in November, they will elect the entire U.S. House of Representatives,
decide who will fill one-third of the
seats in the U.S. Senate and determine many gubernatorial races. Na-

tionwide, thousands of races and ballot initiatives will be decided.
But nearly a quarter of all eligible
Americans are not registered to vote,
including disproportionately high
numbers of young adults, minorities,
low-income Americans and those
who have recently moved. These are
the groups most at risk of being affected by voting restrictions. With
so much at stake for all of us this
election year, now is the time to ask
our family, friends, neighbors and
coworkers if they are registered to
vote and if their voter registration is
up-to-date.
The stakes in this election are especially high for black women and
political candidates that want to earn
our votes must address the issues that
matter most to us: affordable health
care, living wage jobs, college affordability and criminal justice reform.
To me, voting is a key form of taking action on the issues that affect our
lives.
It was the tragic events on June 17,
2015 that awakened my inner activist. On that day, my mother was sitting in church in Columbia, S.C.,
when a shooter walked into a church
two hours away and systematically

murdered nine people.
The Charleston shootings awakened my commitment to standing up
for the rights of others and the underserved. And it awakened my desire
to engage in the important conversations on the issues that define our society. That commitment is also what
led me to the League of Women Voters.
For nearly 100 years, the League of
Women Voters has worked tirelessly,
day in and day out, to ensure that all
eligible voters – particularly those
from traditionally underrepresented
or underserved communities – have
the opportunity and the information
to exercise their right to vote.
There is still work to be done.
Regardless of party affiliation, now
is not the time for us to rest on our
laurels. Now is the time to make our
voices heard, to awaken the activist
inside each of us, and the most powerful way to do that is to vote. The
next president cannot win without
black women.
Wylecia Wiggs Harris, Ph.D.,
CAE, is the chief executive officer
of the League of Women Voters of
the U.S.Visit www.VOTE411.org for
more information.

Ask Alma: I hate how my husband kisses
By Alma Gill
NNPA News Wire Columnist
Dear Alma,
My husband and I
have been married for
two years. He’s a great
husband. He takes
care of everything and
keeps me very happy.
Here’s the catch, I just hate how he
kisses. It is just too much spit, wild
lips and heavy breathing all over the
place.
I have tried on many occasions to
discuss this with him, but it never
seems like the right time. Not to mention he is a very, very sensitive man.
His feelings are easily hurt. He takes
everything to heart. At our recent anniversary dinner when we were having a very romantic moment, I said,

“Slow down, baby. Let’s practice a
bit and make our kisses really, really
great. Of course all he heard was, “I
don’t like your kisses.” Now, three
weeks later, he’s still upset. When I
try to kiss him, he won’t even kiss
me back. I think this is so crazy, but
what can I do. Should I apologize?
I love my husband and I just want
things to be right again and I want
both of us to enjoy when we’re kissing each other. I don’t want to hate
his kisses for the rest of my life.
Signed,
To Kiss or Not to Kiss
Dear Kiss,
And uhhhruhhh, I see nothing
wrong with that request, as it will
affect the rest of your life. I’m sorry
to hear your hot lips hunk-of-a-man

has hoisted himself into such a hissy
fit. Especially, because his reaction
isn’t what you’d expect when you’re
looking to make a constructive improvement pertaining to intimacy.
His inability to be open enough to
hear you, tilts my head toward a bit
of concern. He needs to apologize.
You said you’ve been married for
two years; you guys are just getting
started. You’ve got a long road ahead
to unravel those untruths that didn’t
get mentioned or get on your nerves
at the start of this lasting romance.
That’s a lesson for another time.
Hard conversations don’t have to
be rude and there’s no need to attack, but they are an important part
of a relationship. Your words were
sincere, in my opinion. And again
I say, no, no way do you deserve a

cold shoulder. Let me pause here and
reiterate, don’t you apologize. The
two of you are required to talk openly and honestly to each other, that’s
non-negotiable. Mr. “takes-care-ofeverything” needs to tame his timeouts and grow up!
Every fool knows experience is
the best teacher. When he finds his
way back and he’s ready to act like
an adult – you should drop, rock and
roll. Don’t hold a grudge or never
again speak your peace. Put one
hand on each cheek and pull him in
easy. Teach him! Show him what ya’
working with (kiss emoji), LOL, and
lets just end this rightchea! That’s all
I can say because you know, this is a
“PG” publication (wink emoji).
Ask Alma
alwaysaskalma@gmail.com
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Four things Obama
can do to help blacks
in his last 100 days
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist
The countdown to President
Barack Obama’s last 100 days began on Oct. 13. Already, the President has committed to spending
his waning days in office by campaigning for Hillary Clinton, the
Democratic nominee for President. Indeed, he has put his legacy on the line,
telling black people at his last Congressional
Black Caucus dinner that he will be personally
insulted if folks don’t get out to vote for Hillary.
Instead of staking his legacy on the results of the
November elections, however, President Obama
might be better advised to improve his legacy
by taking bold actions in these last days of his
presidency.
What might he do to positively affect the African Americans he far too frequently scolds?
For one thing, he might step up the pace of the
pardons and sentence commutations for nonviolent drug offenders, who are disproportionately African Americans. In 2011, then-Attorney
General Eric Holder said there were as many as
10,000 federal drug offenders that could be released. While President Obama has offered pardons and commutations, only a fraction of those
whose sentences could be commuted have been.
For whatever reason, the Department of Justice
has moved at a snail’s pace with commutations.
President Obama could direct Attorney General
Loretta Lynch to bring more pardon applications
to his desk. He would make a tremendous impact
if the number of nonviolent drug offenders with
sentences pardoned or commuted were closer to
10,000 than 1,000.
President Obama might also consider a posthumous pardon for Marcus Garvey, the Jamaican-born activist and founder of the Universal
Negro Improvement Association. At its peak,
UNIA had millions of members in 1,100 chapters in 40 countries. Garvey was wrongfully
convicted of mail fraud and deported from the
United States in 1923. Garvey was really only
guilty of loving black people and organizing us.
President Obama could lift up an organizer, correct a historical wrong, and signal that he is not
as indifferent to black people as he sometimes
seems. Such a small gesture would go a long
way toward contributing to his legacy.
The President might also consider the request
from The Institute of the Black World 21st Century to appoint a John Hope Franklin Commission on Reparations. He could do this by executive order and the commission could potentially
hold a few hearings in the month after the November election. This would be a small gesture,
but it would go a long way toward continuing an
important conversation about the origins of our
nation’s wealth gap.
President Obama could also use an executive
order to direct unspent Department of Education
funds to Historically Black Colleges and Universities. What if he directed at least $1 million
to each HBCU, pushing Dr. Kim Hunter Reed,
acting executive director of the White House
Initiative on HBCUs, to go to each federal department to release unspent funds for contracting and scholarship opportunities? These dollars
would make a great difference, especially at our
nation’s smallest, private HBCUs.
The president made important points in his recent visit to North Carolina A&T State University at a gathering hosted by ESPN’s “The Undefeated” and led by anchor Stan Verrett. He could
combine talk with action by aggressively addressing HBCU issues as his term winds down,
making amends for the ways his administration
treated HBCUs earlier.
President Obama has lots of unfinished domestic and foreign policy matters, and there will
be numerous demands in these last 100 days for
him to address a plethora of issues. As a lame
duck, he has limited tools – the executive order
and the bully pulpit. Congress may return after
the November election chastened, especially if
Republicans lose the presidential race, and inclined to cooperate on some legislative matters.
It is more likely, however, that they will continue
their obstruction to anything President Obama
proposes.
Still, President Obama has the power to do
more both symbolically and substantively in
these last days of his presidency. I’d urge him
to consider some of the things he can do to address the African-American community that has
steadfastly supported him, even when he has not
been so supportive of us.
Julianne Malveaux is an author and economist. Her latest book “Are We Better Off? Race,
Obama and Public Policy” is available via www.
amazon.com for booking, wholesale inquiries or
for more info visitwww.juliannemalveaux.com

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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13th Annual ADHD Conference is
‘World of Information’ for attendees
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Nearly 400 people attended the
13th Annual Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and Related
Concerns Conference Oct. 20-21, at
the Temple Baptist Church Student
Center in Hattiesburg.
The event, hosted by Hattiesburg Clinic Connections, featured
keynote speakers Chris A. Zeigler
Dendy, a nationally recognized author and speaker on ADHD, and Felicia Johnson, a Mississippi educator and author.
Attendees also had the opportunity to sit in on various sessions
presented by experts in their field,
ranging from topics like ADHD
and coexisting disorders, dyslexia,
behavior management, autism and
trauma. Continuing Education Units
for schooling and certifications were
also made available to the attendees.
“This has been another great year
of interesting presentations by so
many great minds in the mental and
behavioral health fields,” said Ronald Kent, M.D., pediatrician and
medical director at Connections.
“Many of these presenters are my
colleagues, and I have enjoyed seeing them share valuable knowledge
with so many other professionals
and individuals from our community.”
Kent added, “It’s a great time together, not only for our education
but for people to get together for
networking and support in their job
and in their personal life.”
Heather Mathis, a teacher from
Perkinston Elementary School in
Stone County, attended the confer-

Felicia Johnson, a Mississippi educator and author, talks about how to
“Starve the Stress Monster” in classrooms and at home during her keynote
presentation Oct. 21 at the 13th Annual
ADHD Conference in Hattiesburg.
ence for the first time this year.
“I have thoroughly enjoyed it.
I’ve learned some techniques for
my classroom, but I also learned a
few things about my own child as
well,” she said.
Mathis said she thinks the event
is beneficial to both educators, as
well as parents with children who
have ADHD, because it offers tips
on how to work with those children.
“You know, you rack your brain
daily on how you can help them,
and you are given a world of information here at the conference,” she
said.
Laurel Gardner is a ninth grade
special education teacher from
Lumberton and another first-time
attendee. She said she’s learned a
lot during the conference and that
the experience has opened her eyes
to the needs of her own child, whom

Amy Chasteen Miller, Ph.D., professor of Sociology at The University of Southern
Mississippi, presents a session titled “Millennials, Culture Change and the Challenge of Generational Differences” during the 13th Annual ADHD Conference
Oct. 21 in Hattiesburg.

Conference attendees peruse books and merchandise from local vendors at the
ADHD Conference Oct. 20-21 in Hattiesburg.
she believes could have ADHD.
Gardner said after learning more
about the disorder, she realized her
son was exhibiting the same behavior. Following the first day of the
conference, Gardner said she had
already scheduled an appointment

to have her son evaluated by a specialist.
“We’ve been struggling all year,”
she said. “So not only is (this information) going to help me in my professional life, it’s going to help me
at home, too.”

One-fourth of U.S. cancer deaths
linked with 1 thing: smoking
By Lindsey Tanner
AP Medical Writer
CHICAGO – Cigarettes contribute to more than 1 in 4 cancer deaths
in the U.S. The rate is highest among
men in Southern states where smoking is more common and the rules
against it are not as strict.
The American Cancer Society
study found the highest rate among
men in Arkansas, where 40 percent
of cancer deaths were linked to
cigarette smoking. Kentucky had
the highest rate among women – 29
percent.
The lowest rates were in Utah,
where 22 percent of cancer deaths in
men and 11 percent in women were
linked with smoking.
“The human costs of cigarette
smoking are high in all states, regardless of ranking,” the authors
said.
They analyzed 2014 health surveys and government data on smoking rates and deaths from about

a dozen smoking-linked cancers.
Lung, throat, stomach, liver, colon,
pancreas and kidney cancers were
among those included, along with
leukemia. The researchers estimated how many cancer deaths were
likely attributable to smoking, and
compared that with deaths from all
cancers.
Results were published Monday
in. JAMA Internal Medicine
While U.S. smoking rates have
been falling, 40 million U.S. adults
are cigarette smokers and smoking is
the top cause of preventable deaths,
according to the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
NUMBERS
The study found that at least
167,000 cancer deaths in 2014 –
about 29 percent of all U.S. cancer
deaths – were attributable to smoking. A government estimate based
on different methods says 1 in 3 U.S.
cancer deaths are linked with smoking, and the study authors acknowl-

edge they may have underestimated
the true burden posed by cigarettes.
Most of the 10 states with the
highest rates of smoking-attributable
cancer deaths were in the South,
while most of the 10 states with the
lowest rates were in the North or
West.
Among men, where smoking is
generally more common, the cigarette-linked cancer death rate was
highest in blacks at 35 percent, compared with 30 percent for whites and
27 percent for Hispanics. Among
women, whites had the highest cigarette-linked cancer death rate – 21
percent, compared 19 percent for
blacks and 12 percent for Hispanics.
EXPLANATIONS
The researchers say nine of 14
states with the least comprehensive
smoke-free indoor air policies are
in the South. The average cigarette
excise tax in major tobacco states,
mostly in the South, is 49 cents,
compared with $1.80 elsewhere. The

tobacco industry heavily influences
these policies and most of the U.S.
tobacco crop is grown in the South,
the researchers said. The region also
has relatively high levels of poverty,
which is also linked with smoking.
REACTION
Dr. Hilary Tindle of Vanderbilt
University in Nashville said the results reflect what she sees as a tobacco researcher and internal medicine
specialist in the South. She was not
involved in the study.
Smoking is more of a social norm
there, and while her medical center has an indoor smoking ban, she
said it’s not unusual to walk through
clouds of cigarette smoke outside
the entrance.
Tindle said the study results highlight the need for stronger tobacco
control measures and show why
doctors should discuss smoking at
every patient visit, encourage smokers to quit and inform them about effective ways to do so.

Join the American Heart Association Metro Jackson Heart Walk
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Thousands of Jackson area residents are expected to join the American Heart Association to raise funds
to fight heart disease and stroke, the
nation’s No. 1 and No. 5 killers during the Metro Jackson Heart Walk
Nov. 12, at the Mississippi State
Capitol in downtown Jackson.
Activities begin at 8 a.m. and the
walk will start at 9:15 a.m.
The free non-competitive threemile walk is open to everyone, including local companies, friends and
family. There will also be a one-mile
survivor route. Participants are also
welcome to bring leashed dogs.
During the pre-walk activities,
participants will be able to visit
sponsor booths for health and wellness information. Walkers will have
access to health screenings and local
companies will be providing giveaways during the event. There will
be local entertainment for the en-

tire family, including a “Kids Zone”
area that will feature a fun obstacle
course, face painting and other activities.
“I am a heart attack survivor,
and I know firsthand how important events like the Metro Jackson
Heart Walk are,” said Metro Jackson AHA Board member and Heart
Walk Chair Charles Griffin. “The
American Heart Association funded
research that led to the proper treatment guidelines and protocol that literally saved my life.”
“Heart disease is the leading cause
of death in Mississippi,” said Griffin. “Most of us have been touched
by heart disease or stroke in some
way. We have an opportunity to truly
make a difference in our state and I
urge everyone to join us Nov. 12th.”
Studies have shown walking is the
single most effective form of exercise to achieve heart health. The benefits of walking and moderate physi-

cal activity for as little as 30 minutes
each day can help reduce the risk of
heart disease.
The Metro Jackson Heart Walk
also celebrates survivors of heart disease and stroke and lifestyle change
heroes who are taking steps towards
a healthier life. Activities include:
▪ Torch Ceremony – Participants
will raise torches in honor of loved
ones
▪ Tribute wall – Participants will
write tributes on a huge wall created
to honor those we’ve lost to heart
disease and stroke.
▪ Red cap survivor recognition –
Heart disease and stroke survivors
will wear red caps. During the program, the stage emcees will ask them
to raise their caps so the crowd can
recognize them.
▪ Community teams – Teams will
wear t-shirts they’ve designed. These
t-shirts could be in honor of someone
or have a specific message related to

heart disease and stroke.
▪ Lifestyle Change Award – This
award recognizes an individual who
has made changes to their lifestyle to
live healthier and longer lives.
People interested in participating
in the Heart Walk can register online at www.metrojacksonheartwalk.
org. Registering is free, but prizes
are awarded after a participant raises
$100.
Proceeds from the Heart Walk
will support research, education and
community programs of the American Heart Association.
The Metro Jackson Heart Walk
is sponsored nationally by Subway
and locally by Signature Sponsor
St. Dominic’s. Other local sponsors
of the Metro Jackson Heart Walk
include: Baptist Heart, Allstate, The
Steven James Agency, Levi’s, Atmos
Energy, Brasfield & Gorrie, MEA
Medical Clinics and Wier Boerner
Allin Architecture.

www.mississippilink.com

Obama health plan
hit by double-digit
premium hikes
By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – Premiums will go up sharply next
year under President Barack Obama’s health care law,
and many consumers will be down to just one insurer,
the administration confirmed Monday. That’s sure to
stoke another “Obamacare” controversy days before a
presidential election.
Before taxpayer-provided subsidies, premiums for a
midlevel benchmark plan will increase an average of 25
percent across the 39 states served by the federally run
online market, according to a report from the Department of Health and Human Services. Some states will
see much bigger jumps, others less.
Moreover, about 1 in 5 consumers will have plans
only from a single insurer to pick from, after major national carriers such as UnitedHealth Group, Humana
and Aetna scaled back their roles.
“Consumers will be faced this year with not only big
premium increases but also with a declining number of
insurers participating, and that will lead to a tumultuous
open enrollment period,” said Larry Levitt, who tracks
the health care law for the nonpartisan Kaiser Family
Foundation.
The new numbers aren’t too surprising, said Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, who chairs a committee that oversees the law. It “does little to dispel the notion we are
seeing the law implode at the expense of middle-class
families.”
HHS essentially confirmed state-by-state reports that
have been coming in for months. Window shopping
for plans and premiums is already available through
HealthCare.gov.
Administration officials are stressing that subsidies
provided under the law, which are designed to rise
alongside premiums, will insulate most customers from
sticker shock. They add that consumers who are willing to switch to cheaper plans will still be able to find
bargains.
“Headline rates are generally rising faster than in
previous years,” acknowledged HHS spokesman Kevin
Griffis. But he added that for most consumers, “headline
rates are not what they pay.”
The vast majority of the more than 10 million customers who purchase through HealthCare.gov and its
state-run counterparts do receive generous financial assistance. “Enrollment is concentrated among very lowincome individuals who receive significant government
subsidies to reduce premiums and cost-sharing,” said
Caroline Pearson of the consulting firm Avalere Health
But an estimated 5 million to 7 million people are
either not eligible for the income-based assistance, or
they buy individual policies outside of the health law’s
markets, where the subsidies are not available. The
administration is urging the latter group to check out
HealthCare.gov. The spike in premiums generally does
not affect the employer-provided plans that cover most
workers and their families.
In some states, the premium increases are striking.
In Arizona, unsubsidized premiums for a hypothetical
27-year-old buying a benchmark “second-lowest cost
silver plan” will jump by 116 percent, from $196 to
$422, according to the administration report.
But HHS said if that hypothetical consumer has a
fairly modest income, making $25,000 a year, the subsidies would cover $280 of the new premium, and the
consumer would pay $142. Caveat: if the consumer is
making $30,000 or $40,000, his or her subsidy would
be significantly lower.
Dwindling choice is another issue.
The total number of HealthCare.gov insurers will
drop from 232 this year to 167 in 2017, a loss of 28 percent. (Insurers are counted multiple times if they offer
coverage in more than one state. So Aetna, for example,
would count once in each state that it participated in.)
Switching insurers may not be simple for patients
with chronic conditions.
While many carriers are offering a choice of plan
designs, most use a single prescription formulary and
physician network across all their products, explained
Pearson. “So, enrollees may need to change doctors or
drugs when they switch insurers,” she said.
Overall, it’s shaping up to be the most difficult signup season since HealthCare.gov launched in 2013 and
the computer system froze up.
Enrollment has been lower than initially projected,
and insurers say patients turned out to be sicker than
expected. Moreover, a complex internal system to help
stabilize premiums has not worked as hoped for.
Nonetheless, Obama says the underlying structure of
the law is sound, and current problems are only “growing pains.” The president has called for a governmentsponsored “public option” insurance plan to compete
with private companies.
Republicans, including Trump, are united in calling
for complete repeal, but they have not spelled out how
they would address the problems of the uninsured.
Clinton has proposed an array of fixes, including
sweetening the law’s subsidies and allowing more people to qualify for financial assistance.
The law makes carrying health insurance a legal obligation for most people, and prohibits insurers from
turning away the sick. It offers subsidized private plans
to people who don’t have coverage through their jobs,
along with a state option to expand Medicaid for lowincome people.
Largely as a result, the nation’s uninsured rate has
dropped below 9 percent, a historically low level. More
than 21 million people have gained coverage since the
Affordable Care Act passed in 2010.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

LEGAL NOTICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR BRANDING SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
PROJECT NUMBER: 004-17
OCTOBER 26, 2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
FY2015-2016 AUDIT, JACKSON HINDS LIBRARY SYSTEM

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice to Apply for Package Retailer Permit

The Jackson Hinds Library System is soliciting proposals from qualified
Certified Public Accountants to perform the library system’s annual audit for
FY2015-2016 fiscal year which ended 9/30/16. Sealed bid proposals will be
accepted by the Jackson Hinds Library System from 10/20/16 until 5:00 PM,
on 11/15/16 at this address: Audit RFP Response, Jackson Hinds Library System, 300 North State Street, Jackson, MS 39201. Unsealed, late or improperly addressed bids will be disqualified. The bid opening will be conducted
at 5 PM on November 15th, 2016 in the Meeting Room of the Eudora Welty
Library and will be open to the public. After taking all of the bids into consideration, the lowest and best bid that the library believes has met all of the
criteria in the complete RFP announcement will be chosen. Additional details
which are critical to the success of any bid can be found on the library’s website at www.jhlibrary.org. The final agreement will be concluded with a written
contract with a possible two year renewal. All proposals become the property
of the Jackson Hinds Library System without obligation. The audit must be
completed for the review of the library staff by March 15, 2017 and submitted
to the Mississippi Library Commission no later than March 30, 2017. Work
on the audit can begin as soon as a firm is selected. For more information,
see the website at www.jhlibrary.org. Questions may be directed by email to
Justin Carter, Asst. Director of Finance at jcarter@jhlibrary.org. All questions
and answers about the bid proposal will be posted to the website.

Notice is hereby given that we the members of Next Level Entertainment,
LLC, owners Martilious Holly and L. Socrates Garrett, intend to make application for a Package Retailer Permit as provided for by the Local Option
Alcoholic Beverage Control Laws, Section 67-1-1, et seq. of the Mississippi
Code of 1972 Annotated. The business being located at the Metro Center
Mall is near the junction of Interstates 20 and 220 at 3645 U.S. Highway 80,
Jackson, Mississippi, 39209. If granted such permit, we propose to operate
as a limited liability company.

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Proposal”) to provide branding services. The selected organization will be asked
to work in close collaboration with and in support of JMAA’s marketing department in the development of the JMAA brand including the tagline: “Connecting
Jackson to the World and the World to Jackson.”
The successful vendor will analyze JMAA’s current brand and strategic plan,
including but not limited to name, and develop and implement a new brand
identity. This includes value proposition (positioning), brand messaging and
architecture, internal and external launch plan (go-to-market strategy), implementation the creation of identity package templates (letterhead, business
cards, brochures, envelopes, etc.), and brand guidelines. It is expected that
the selected firm will produce at least three (3) distinct brand options with corresponding imagery for consideration.
JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA,
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International
Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 (the “Deadline”).
JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any reason
whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals
(“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General Information for
Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and Criteria for Selection.
Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from
JMAA by contacting Mr. Chad Parker, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Chad Parker, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 516
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: cparker@jmaa.com

10/27/2016, 11/03/2016, 11/10/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION
ZONING CASE NO. 3949

Based on the Proposals, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3) Respondents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services. JMAA
will initiate negotiations with the Respondent ranked first on the list. If such
negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satisfactory
to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the firstranked Respondent. In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the
other Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to
and enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.
JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason,
any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA
to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregularities in the selection process.
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

Lot 17 & 18, Block N, Beverly Heights, Part 3, a subdivision according to a
map or plat there which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery
Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 11 at Page 36,
reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.
Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, September 28, 2016 with a recommendation to deny. The applicant has filed an
Appeal of the recommendation of the Planning Board. The Case will be heard
at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City
Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday,
November 21, 2016.
WITNESS my signature this 21ST day of October 2016.

10/27/2016, 11/10/2016

LEGAL

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS
TO THE
CITY OF JACKSON ZONING ORDINANCE

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in anywise
affected thereby, that the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, will be conducting a public hearing on proposed text amendments to the City of Jackson
Official Zoning Ordinance as adopted on May 29, 1974 and subsequently
amended.

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Friendship Baptist Church has filed with the Planning Board for the
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to build a fellowship hall
and accessory parking within a R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District
on property located at multiple parcels on Bishop St. & Bailey Ave. (101-122-1,
101-122-2, 101-122-3, 101-122-4, 101-122-5, 101-122-6, 101-122-7, 101-1228) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more
particularly described as:

The said proposed text amendments will be heard at the City Planning Board
Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A.
Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m.,
on Wednesday, November 16, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or
affected thereby will be heard after which a record will be established upon
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City
Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration
thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the
Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this the 21st day of October, 2016.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
10/27/2016, 11/10/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
SIGN VARIANCE FOR ST. DOMINIC’S HOSPITAL
THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE SIGN VARIANCE FOR ST. DOMINIC’S HOSPITAL TO RECEIVE
CITIZEN INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2016 AT
10:00 A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219
SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201. INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS
& LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.
10/27/2016 11/03/2016 11/10/2016
Attention:
I, Johnny Johnson, am making a public inquiry into the whereabouts of
Sonet Womack Johnson. She and I were unsuccessfully married for a
short time many years ago and I have been relentlessly searching for her
to obtain a divorce. I have not the slightest idea of where she may be but
she has been missing for a very long time. If anyone knows the whereabouts of Sonet Womack Johnson please contact me at (504) 295-4810
or my email address johnnymarie54@gmail.com.
Johnny Johnson
10/27/2016 11/03/2016 11/10/2016 11/17/2016

Development Director for Mississippi Public Broadcasting Foundation

The Mississippi Public Broadcasting Foundation (MPBF) is seeking a development director with the responsibility for raising funds and securing financial support from the corporate community for Mississippi Public Broadcasting (MPB). The development director will assist in developing strategies for
television pledge and radio drive campaigns, and managing the foundation’s
membership efforts. The development director is the fundraising professional
that works primarily with the citizens, business community, and other foundations.
This position will be expected to work with the Board of Directors for MPBF
and MPB to help the agency fundraising goals, and act as a liaison between
the two entities. The development director will report to the Executive Director
of Mississippi Public Broadcasting. For complete job description go to www.
mpbonline.org.

HOW TO APPLY:
• Applicants may submit resumes to Mississippi Public Broadcasting, Attn:
Human Resources, 3825 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS 39211.
Closing Date: Open until filled

10/20/2016 10/27/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200
SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.
• APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
• NEW BUSINESS

• CASE NO. 2016-31, REQUEST BY: LAURA CHRISTEL HORLINGS TO PERFORM EXTERIOR ALTERATION AND REPAIR, INTERIOR ALTERATIONS,
AND NEW CONSTRUCTION AT 906 MADISON ST, IN THE BELHAVEN
HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/27/2016 11/03/2016

Amendments to the text of the Zoning ordinance are intended to provide for a
more efficient Zoning Ordinance and establish more effective zoning regulations for each of the zoning districts. Copies of the proposed text amendments
are available for review at the Office of City Planning 200 S President Street,
Suite 204, Jackson, and MS 39201. For additional information please submit
an email to eainsworth@city.jackson.ms.us.

EMPLOYMENT

SALARY: $80,000

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way
affected thereby, that Mary Armstrong has filed with the Planning Board for the
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Special Exception to operate a
residential daycare center in a R-2 (Single-Family & Two-Family) Residential
District for property located at 252 E. Longview Dr., in the First Judicial District
of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

10/20/2016, 10/27/2016, 11/03/2016, 11/10/2016,

• OTHER ITEMS
• ADJOURN
10/20/2016, 10/27/2016

ZONING CASE NO. 3956

Lots 10 & 12, Underwood Survey, Part 1, a subdivision according to a map or
plat thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds
County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 4 at Page 56 thereof; reference to
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.
Lot 13, Underwood Survey, A subdivision in the City of Jackson, First Judicial
District of Hinds County, State of Mississippi, according to a map or plat thereof,
on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 4 at Page 56 thereof, reference to
which is hereby made.
Lot No. Fourteen (14) of Underwood Survey, Part One, according to a map or
plat thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 4 at Page 56, reference to
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.
Lot 15, Underwood Survey, Part 1, a subdivision according to the map or plat
thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds
County at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 4 at Page 56 thereof, reference
to which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.
Lot 16, Underwood Survey Part 1, a subdivision according to a map or plat
thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County
at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 4 page 56, reference to which is hereby
made in aid of and as a part of this description; LESS AND EXCEPT 5’ off West
side thereof conveyed to City of Jackson by instrument recorded in Book 816,
Page 408 in said Clerk’s office.
Lots 17 and 18, Underwood Survey, Part 1, a subdivision according to a map
or plat thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk
of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 4, Page 56, reference to
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

10/27/2016, 11/03/2016, 11/10/2016

Cryptogram Solution

Lot No. nineteen (19) of Underwood Survey, Part 1, according to the map or plat
thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County,
at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 4 at Page 56 therein.
Being the same property conveyed to grantors herein by warranty deed of July
13, 1964, recorded in Book 1512, Page 201 in the aforesaid Clerk’s office.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, November
16, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning
property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

WITNESS my signature this 21st day of October 2016.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/27/2016, 11/10/2016

© Feature Exchange
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Home Security & Fire Protection
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Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY
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Discount Gun Safe
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Mississippi’s
Largest Safe Store!
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Pearl, MS 39208
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Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future
with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY

Discount Gun Safe

Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

At The Following Locations:

J A C K S O N PASS
UPTON TIRE
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
Countyline Road and State Street
3.792 x 2
3118 Livingston Road
MURPHY USA
CASH & CARRY
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Capitol Street and Monument Street
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
CITY HALL
RITE AID
219 S President St
Discount
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
GARRETT OFFICE
COMPLEXGun Safe
2659 Livingston RoadLiberty $799 RITE AID
114 E. McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
6075 Old Canton Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
C A N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
A&I
4331 Highway 80W
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
PASS
B&B
48 Web
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd3.792
x 4 702 West North Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL 3.556 x 2
BOUTIQUE STORE
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BULLY’S STORE
304 Briarwood Dr
Church Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
COMMUNITY MART
2855 McDowell Rd
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
FRYER LANE GROCERY
104 Terry Rd
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
JJ MOBIL
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
2325 Livingston Rd.
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET
K & K ONE STOP
Northside Drive
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
LACY’S INSURANCE
653 Duling Avenue
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
MediaBids
- Life Alert
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
46 Web
Alone
Jackson Medical MallI Live
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
3.33 x 2
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
SHELL FOOD MART
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
Protection
5492 Watkins Drive Home Security & Fire
B Y
R A M
SPORTS
MEDICINE
DOLLAR
GENERAL
Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future
with
Fortification
and
I-55
125
Swinging
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY Bridge Dr.
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
Discount
Gun
Safe
707 North
Congress
- Jackson,
MS
PASS
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

SAFE SALE!

VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road
C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51
T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue
R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

3.792
2636 Old Brandon
Rd. x 4
Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

2636
butOld
I’mBrandon
neverRd.
alone.
Pearl,
MS 39208
I have
Life Alert.®
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION

SPECIAL PROMOTION

CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,
Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,
Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

799 while supplies last!

$

AS SEEN ON

TV

®

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

For a FREE brochure call:

Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event!

Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event!

Auctions - Auto

1-800-513-0368
Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me,
Saving
a Life
a potential
catastrophe
it’s
the best
sleepfrom
chair
I’ve ever
had.”

EVERY 10 MINUTES
— J. Fitzgerald, VA
It’s a Web
“Sleep Chair”– for a comfortable
48
and relaxing night’s sleep
3.556 x 4

It’s a “Sit Back Chair”– for reading,
watching TV and resting

but I’m never alone.
It’s a® “Chair”– for crafting, eating,
I have Life Alert.
visiting with friends and family

AS SEEN ON

TV

Now available for only $1999 plus Shipping and Handling.
Call now!

46406

For a1-800-894-0158
FREE brochure call:

1-800-513-0368
Please mention code 65330 when ordering.

Where’s My
Paperrrrr?
48 Web

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me,
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

3.556 x 4

It’s a “Sleep Chair”– for a comfortable
and relaxing night’s sleep

a potential catastrophe
C l a Saving
s s e s - TarLife
a i nfrom
ing
Insurance

EVERY 10 MINUTES
PAYING

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at home for a career working
Web
with Medical Billing and 46
Insurance
3.33
Claims. Online training can
get x
you4
PASSHS
ready! Call for FREE brochure!
3.792
x4
Diploma / GED and computer
/ internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

TOO MUCH FOR SR-22 or
similar high-risk car insurance? Call
NOW to see how we could save you
money today! 1-800-715-5295

Miscellaneous
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

Services-General

DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
(FREE!) with Choice All-Included
Package.AS $60/mo
for 24 months. No
SEEN ON
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-215Employment- General
6713
For
a
FREE
brochure
call:
LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON DISH NETWORK - NEW FLEX PACK.
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive Select the Channels You Want. FREE
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321
Installation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24
months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a
Employment-Sales
month.
CALL
1-800-319-2526
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln Heritage DIGITAL ADVERTISING AVAILABLE
STATEWIDE
on premium rated newspaLife Insurance
wants
Agents.
“To you,
it’sinsurance
the perfect
lift chair.
To me,
Leads - No Cold Calls - Commissions per websites starting at $699 for two
it’s the
best sleep
chair Life
I’ve ever
had.”
weeks.
Call Sue at 601-981-3060.
Paid Daily
- Agency
Training.
—
J.
Fitzgerald,
VA
46
Web
Insurance required. Call 1-888-713S
e
r
v
ices-Legal
6020
3.33 x 4

TV

Services-Medical
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800971-0493
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

Advertising
Solutions
That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

1-800-513-0368

Where’s My
Paperrrrr?

It’s a “Sleep Chair”– for a comfortable

DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT CHILE m p l o y m e n t - T r uand
c krelaxing
i n g night’s sleep

DREN, $125. Includes name change
and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
DRIVER TRAINEES
NOW
Being
Trained
It’s a “Sit Back Chair”– for reading,
hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-733and Hiredwatching
for McElroy
TV andTruck
restingLines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY 7165, call us toll FREE 24/7.
SOCIALeating,
SECURITY DISABILITY BENEWEEKEND! •Local CDL Training•
Earnfor crafting,
It’s a “Chair”–
FITS.
Unable to work? Denied benefits?
visiting with friends
and family
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
7364.
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
It’s a “Lift Chair”– that puts your feet
F i on
n the
a nfloor
c i–ayou’re
l ready to go! & Associates. 1-800-706-3616.
safely

It’s a “Sit Back Chair”– for reading,
watching TV and resting
It’s a “Chair”– for crafting, eating,
visiting with friends and family
It’s a “Lift Chair”– that puts your feet
safely on the floor – you’re ready to go!

The Perfect Sleep Chair

®

DO YOU OWE $10,000 IN BACK
Services-Medical
TAXES? We help people
debt. Chair
The resolve
PerfecttaxSleep
A and
PLACE
FOR MOM. The nation’s
$50 cash
upon
sign-up.
BBB
Nowback
available
for only
$1999 plus
Shipping
Handling.
largest
senior
living referral service.
Accredited. Call for free consultation.
Call now! 1Contact
our
trusted,
local experts today!
800-942-3817
1-800-894-0158
We hear that question a lotOur
whenservice
the mail is
runs
late
or
a paper
gets lost! Call
FREE - no
obligation.
mention
code show
65330that
when8ordering.
out of 10 Mississippians read a newspaper
F o r Please
S aweekly.(Pulse
l eSurveys
1-800-514-5471.
Research, June 2016.) And they expect it and look forward
CHRONIC
PAIN?
Back or joint pain,
to
it
for
trusted
news and shopping
information!
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
arthritis? Recent Medicare / health coverchurch need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
Shouldn’t your business advertising be
age changes may benefit you! Products
steeple, windows? BIG SALE onwhere
new Mississippians want to see it?
are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
231-8360. www.pews1.com
1-800-307-7855.
®

46406

Now available for only $1999 plus Shipping and Handling.
Call now!

1-800-894-0158

Perfect Sleep Chair

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583®
0945

®

®

Home Security

ABSOLUTE AUCTION - November 5. PROTECT YOUR HOME with fully cusFulton Auto Auction. 405 E. Main St., tomizable security and 24/7 monitoring
SaleOPEN
PricesTO
Good
Last!your smart-phone. Receive
Fulton, MS 38843.
THE While
PUB- Supplies
right from
LIC. Sells where is, as is. Pre-register at up to $1500 in equipment, free
662-862-7374.
(restrictions apply). Call 1-800-815-5610

but I’m never alone.
C oI m
p uLife
t e Alert.
rs ®
have

It’s a “Lift Chair”– that puts your feet
safely on the floor – you’re ready to go!

The Perfect Sleep Chair

799 while supplies last!

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!

We hear that question a lot when the mail runs late or a paper gets lost!
Please
65330
when ordering.
Surveys show
thatmention
8 out code
of 10
Mississippians
read a newspaper
weekly.(Pulse Research, June 2016.) And they expect it and look forward
to it for trusted news and shopping information!

Shouldn’t your business advertising be
where Mississippians want to see it?

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

46406

$

www.mississippilink.com

Mississippi Press Services

To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!
To order, call your local
newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.
STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of October 23, 2016
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BOOK REVIEW:
“TRUEVINE”
BETH MACY
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$28.00 / $34.00 CANADA • 432 PAGES

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
Life these days is a three-ring
circus.
The clowns at your job dominate Ring Number One. Ring
Number Two features the juggler (you) and your checkbook,
schedule, chore list and family
obligations. And in Ring Number Three, there’s a wild combination of the other two.
Run away and join the circus? Yeah, that’s already happened but in the new book
“Truevine” by Beth Macy, it
was far from voluntary.
Harriet Muse was nearly be-

side herself with worry.
According to legend handed
down from mother to child
for generations, Harriet’s sons
were snatched away from their
field chores on a warm day in
1899 – kidnapped in broad daylight by a white man with candy because Willie and George,
ages 6 and 9, were not like other African-American children
of their day. The two Muse
boys were albinos, with white
hair, pale skin and pink eyes.
Perfect, in other words, for
the sideshow.
But was the legend true? For
Macy, a modern-day journal-

ist, it was an intriguing tale.
She wrote a story on it for her
newspaper and then started to
dig some more, but she was
thwarted by a great-niece intent
on protecting an elderly uncle.
Even so, lots of people remembered the Muse boys, but nobody knew what had happened
to them nor did dates or details
explain how the Muses end up
as sideshow exhibits.
Circus memorabilia collectors may recognize Willie and
George from old postcards. The
boys had supposedly been “discovered” by “freak hunters” in
a country du jour and, through

Reverential retrospective
offers intimate look at the
life of Maya Angelou
By Kam Williams
Columnist
Maya Angelou (1928-2014)
was born Marguerite Annie
Johnson,in St. Louis, Mo., on
April 4, 1928 to parents for whom
she and her big brother Bailey
soon became a burden. When
Maya was just 3, the siblings
were sent alone by train to live
with their paternal grandmother
in Arkansas where they would be
terrorized by the Ku Klux Klan.
At 7, Maya moved back to St.
Louis, only to be molested by her
now single mother’s boyfriend.
When she reported the rape, the
perpetrator was soon murdered
under mysterious circumstances.
Maya subsequently fell mute
and was shipped back to her
grandma’s house. Although she
couldn’t talk, she did take to
reading like a fish to water. And
by the time she spoke again at the
age of 12, she’d become very acquainted with the classics ranging from Shakespeare to Langston Hughes to Edgar Allan Poe.
Unfortunately, exposure to
great literature didn’t save Maya
from further trauma, as she
would become a single-mom
at 17 after being pressured into
a sexual encounter with a boy
who wanted nothing more to do
with her. She subsequently supported herself and her son, Guy,
by holding an array of odd jobs,
including work in the sex trade
industry as a stripper, prostitute
and even a madam.
Yet somehow, Maya would
overcome her humble roots and
checkered early career to become
an African-American icon and a
very respected writer in her own
right. That miraculous recovery
is the subject of Maya Angelou:
And Still I Rise, a reverential
retrospective offering an intimate look at the life of the late
poet/author/actress/director/civil

rights activist.
Co-directed by Bob Hercules
and Rita Coburn Whack, the film
features heartfelt reflections by
an array of luminaries, including
Bill and Hillary Clinton, Oprah
Winfrey, John Singleton, Cicely
Tyson, Dave Chappelle and Valerie Simpson, to name a few. For
example, we hear Secretary Clin-

ton refer to her as “a phenomenal
woman” while Lou Gossett Jr.
credits her with raising his political consciousness.
A poignant portrait of a sex
abuse survivor’s unlikely path
from abandoned street urchin to
consummate poet laureate.
Kam Williams can be reached
at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Olivia Newton-John

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page B7)

the years, were mostly captive
to a series of handlers, circuses
and managers who paid them
nothing. Still, the boys seemed
to have embraced circus life
although from town to town
their names often changed, as
did their stories and racial stereotypes they were forced to
enact. In truth, they were just
two uneducated boys with a genetic anomaly who’d been told
all their lives that their mother
was dead.
The boys were men before
they knew that she wasn’t.
And therein lies the most difficult unknown in this book:

What was the role of “dear old
mother” in what happened to
the boys? Author Beth Macy
presents evidence that’s sometimes contradictory, and which
leads to more questions.
That’s not a bad thing,
though. In “Truevine,” Macy
patiently puts things into perspective through an overall
sense of the times – a microlook at one area of Virginia a
century ago – and peeks into
circus life. More importantly,
we feel the crushing despair
of Jim Crow laws and the despair Harriet Muse must’ve felt
when her mother-bear power

emerges, we’re surprised but
not too much. Through this
all, Macy forces readers to see
things as they were to consider
what survival means, and to be
open to the idea that maybe today’s unthinkable was yesterday’s possibility.
While this book is a little
on the long side, it’s got a
story that’s overdue in telling
and that will appeal to historians and circus buffs alike. If
“Truevine” sounds like a winner, then ring this one up.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can be
reached at bookwormsez@yahoo.com.
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‘Boo! Madea Halloween’ takes top spot
By Lindsey Bahr
AP Film Writer
LOS ANGELES – Tyler Perry
bested Tom Cruise at the box office last weekend.
Perry’s “Boo! A Madea Halloween” opened in the top spot
with an estimated $27.6 million,
edging Cruise’s “Jack Reacher:
Never Go Back” into second
place, according to studio estimates Sunday.
It’s the third best opening for a
“Madea” movie, behind “Madea
Goes to Jail” and “Madea’s Family Reunion” and a sign of the
character’s longstanding appeal
to audiences.
To market the film, which reportedly cost $20 million to produce, Lionsgate leveraged the social media audiences of Perry and
his cast as well as promotional
videos like one featuring Jimmy
Fallon as Trump alongside Madea that ended up going viral.
“Tyler Perry is a movie star.
Tyler Perry is a mogul. The Madea character has provided box
office dividends for years. It’s a
perfect combination, Madea and
Halloween right before Halloween,” said comScore senior media analyst Paul Dergarabedian.
That timing, along with the
promising A CinemaScore,
should bode well for the film’s
second weekend over Halloween.
“A Madea Halloween” proved
to be the strongest of the slew
of sequels last weekend, topping even the star power of Tom
Cruise, whose “Jack Reacher:
Never Go Back” took in $23 million for Paramount Pictures.
It’s a far cry from Cruise’s successes with the “Mission: Impossible” movies for Paramount, but
it did do significantly better than
the first “Jack Reacher,” which
opened right before Christmas in

PHOTO COURTESY LIONSGATES

2012 to $15.2 million. That film
went on to gross $80.1 million
domestically and $218.3 globally.
Coming in third last weekend
was the horror prequel “Ouija:
Origin of Evil” with $14.1 million – just the latest in a string
of highly fruitful and modestly
budgeted horror pics this year,
including “The Conjuring 2,”
“Don’t Breathe” and “Light’s
Out.” Holdovers “The Account” and “The Girl on the
Train” rounded out the top five
with $14 million and $7.3 million.
Less successful was 20th
Century Fox’s comedy “Keeping Up with the Joneses,” which
launched with a tepid $5.6 million. The film, starring Isla Fisher
and Zack Galifianakis as a pair of
boring suburbanites intrigued by
the arrival of a glamourous new
couple played by Jon Hamm and
Gal Gadot was savaged by critics.
In limited release, the critically acclaimed coming-of-age
drama “Moonlight” got off to a
robust start in four theaters with
$414,740 and many sell-out
showings. It’s a massive result
for a film with no big stars and a
fairly unknown director in Barry
Jenkins.
Michael Moore’s surprise

documentary “Michael Moore
In TrumpLand” also raked in
$50,200 from two theaters this
weekend.
Listed below are estimated
ticket sales for Friday through
Sunday at U.S. and Canadian
theaters, according to comScore.
Where available, the latest international numbers for Friday
through Sunday are also included.
1. “Tyler Perry’s Boo! A Madea Halloween,” $27.6 million.
2.”Jack Reacher: Never Go
Back,” $23 million ($31 million
international).
3.”Ouija: Origin of Evil,”
$14.1 million ($7.9 million international).
4.”The Accountant,” $14 million ($5.6 million international).
5.”The Girl on the Train,” $7.3
million ($5.9 million international).
6.”Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children,” $6 million
($13.5 million international).
7.”Keeping Up with the Joneses,” ‘’$5.6 million ($2.5 million
international).
8.”Kevin Hart: What Now?”
$4.1 million.
9. “Storks,” ‘’$4.1 million
($6.8 million international).
10.”Deepwater Horizon,” $3.6
million ($1.8 million international).
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piggly wiggly
October 26 - November 1, 2016

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
USDA CHOICE BEEF

FRESH

BONELESS
RIBEYE STEAK
$ 99

BOSTON BUTT
PORK ROAST
$ 29

8

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

USDA CHOICE BEEF

2

FRYER
LEG QUARTERS
$ 99

4

10 LB. BAG

USDA CHOICE BEEF

BONELESS
BONELESS
SHOULDER ROAST SHOULDER STEAK

BONELESS
STEW MEAT

3

PER LB.

FRESH

3

PER LB.

PER LB.

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

$ 89

$ 29

$ 99

PIGGLY WIGGLY

FAMILY PACK FRESH

FAMILY PACK FRESH

FRESH

45 OZ. BOWL

PORK
STEAKS

WESTERN STYLE
PORK RIBS

SMALL FRYER
BEAST

$ 79

$ 99

$ 99

1

1

PER LB.

NESTLE PURIFIED

BRYAN

2

/3

/5
5 LB. BAG

$ 99

2 $

2 $

FRESH PRODUCE
WASHINGTON GROWN

SEEDLESS GRAPES

FRESH

CRISP LETTUCE

¢

$ 79
FRESH

KRAFT

PARTY................................
DIPS
12 OZ. CUP

/3
2$
/3

KRAFT

SHREDDED
2$
CHEESE
....................................

/5
GREEK YOGURT 89¢
7 - 8 OZ.
YOPLAIT

1

SELECT FAMILY SIZE

FRESH

YELLOW ONIONS

$ 29

$ 19

1

16 OZ.

59 OZ.

RUSSET POTATOES
4 LB.

JUMBO
2$
BISCUITS
.......................................

BREAKFAST
$ 00
DRINK
.....................................

PER LB.

¢

PIGGLY WIGGLY

BRIGHT & EARLY

1

89
PER LB.

1

4 -5.3 OZ. ................................

SWEET WHITE OR RED

RED DELICIOUS APPLES

89

MARTHA WHITE
CORN MEAL

24 CT. 8 OZ. BTLS.

12 OZ PKG.

PER LB.

SAVE ON

PURE LIFE
WATER

AMERICAN
WEINERS

HEAD

1

PER LB.

SPREAD
$ 79
MARGARINE
..............................

1

3 LB. BAG

PICTSWEET
$ 99
VEGETABLES
.................................
20 -24 OZ.

2

REG./DEEP DISH

PET RITZ
$ 89
PIE SHELLS
................................
2 CT. PKG.

1

