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Publisher pays
tribute to the
Black Press

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Breast cancer ~ the second leading
cause of cancer deaths in U.S.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
According to the Center for
Disease Control (CDC), breast
cancer is the second leading
cause of cancer deaths among
women in the United States.
Breast cancer deaths are going
down fastest among white women, but black women are more
likely to die of breast cancer than
other women.
Many factors contribute to
this difference:
• Black women often have
cancers that grow faster and are
harder to treat.
• Black women often have
fewer social and economic re-

one is held back.” (Credo of
the Black Press)
The NNPA, a 186-year-old
organization, has a profound
history as described in A History of the Black Press by Armistead S. Pride and Clint C.
Wilson II. In 1827 a group of
prominent free African Americans from states along the
Eastern seaboard met in New
York City to discuss means to
communicate their views on
the various social, political and
economic issues that commonly confronted them and their
respective communities. The
usual channels of public media, particularly newspapers,
were denied to them.
The most significant outcome
of the meeting was the decision
to begin publication of the first
newspaper produced by black
Americans, Freedom’s Journal. The editors of Freedom’s
Journal, Rev. Samuel Cornish
and John B. Russwum, proclaimed in the first issue, “Too
long have others spoken for
us…We wish to plead our own
cause.” During the 186 years

As The Mississippi Link observes its 20th
year anniversary,
it is with pride
and humility that
we celebrate this
milestone - intact, unblemished
and whole. This has been a
challenging year for us, but we
ran the race, kept the faith and
stayed the course. Our patience
and persistence have paid off.
Our future remains bright.
As an active member of the
National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA), on
this the week of our 20th anniversary, The Link would like to
pay tribute to the historic role
of the Black Press, for which
NNPA was founded.
“The Black Press believes
that America can best lead
the world away from racial
and national antagonisms
when it accords to every person, regardless of race, color
or creed, full human and legal rights. Hating no person,
the Black Press strives to help
every person in the firm belief
that all are hurt as long as any-
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Mississippians away from home stay
connected through The Mississippi Link
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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“I
thoroughly
enjoy reading
my copies of
The Mississippi Link.
The issue that
immediately Word
jumps out at
me is the Black History Month
Special Edition which is published during the month of February.
“As an educator, this is the
most interesting of all the publications. After first reading it I
share it with my friends. Then I
tell them not to hold on to it because I want it returned to me.
My friends are often surprised to
hear about some of the achievements of African Americans that
are noted in this publication. And
as a retired professor, I want to
hold on to this historical information.
“There are times I take it to the
university to share it with other
educators and also to the elementary schools I am associated with.
At the present, I am not aware of
a similar publication in Arkansas,
so I really look forward to receiving my paper - not just in February but the other 11 months of the
year as well.
“I enjoy reading about the
news in the state of Mississippi

and what is going on in the sports
section.” ~ Dr. Rosie Marie
Word, retired professor, University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff
“Happy
20th anniversary to The
Mississippi
Link
publisher Jackie
Hampton and
staff. Con- Robinson
gratulations
on such an enjoyable paper from
the front cover to the back page.
“I am a Bible student and
teacher and Ms. Daphne Higgins,
the religion editor, always has my
ear. Oh yeah, thanks to the Piggly
Wiggly Supermarket ad for keeping me abreast of the price of
pork chops in Mississippi.
“I continue to share this wonderful publication with all my
family and friends. Each week I
pass it from friend to friend and
family member to family member and then we have fun discussing all The Mississippi Link
news. Keep up the good work.”
~ Melvin Robinson, Chicago, Ill.
“One of my
favorite things
these days is to
find my copy of
The Mississippi
Link awaiting
me in the mailbox.
Jones-Gonzalez

A name that
has stood the
test of time: The
Mississippi Link
Page 1B

Former editors
speak on The
Mississippi
Link and the
Black Press

50¢

As a 30-year resident of Los
Angeles, I find the stories of the
new and familiar faces in Mississippi to be just the right medicine
for what ails me sometimes.
“The paper reminds me that
we are capable of caring about
each other. You showcase programs and individuals for bigger
reasons than how much money
they have.
“There’s a gentleness in the
tone of your writings that is rare
in printed materials today. I love
the frequent focuses on health issues.
“So congratulations on your
upcoming anniversary, and I
wish The Link many, many, many
more years of getting the stories
that unify us as a people ... out
there.
“Do more articles about Mississippi artists. I miss the folk
arts that are so unique to our beloved Mississippi. The rest of the
world has no idea of all that we
have to offer in Mississippi.” ~
Evelia Jones-Gonzalez, Los Angeles, Calif.
“Congratulations for 20 years
of community service in giving a voice to the voiceless and
a ‘Link’ to our heritage that has
represented our culture with
pride and dignity. May God
continue to bless The Mississippi Link.” ~ David Crosby,
Chicago, Ill.
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sources than other women.
• Black women are less likely
to get prompt follow-up care
when their mammogram shows
something that is not normal.
• Black women are less likely
to get high-quality treatment if
they have cancer.
Differences in screening, follow-up, and treatment: Screening means looking for cancer
before symptoms appear. Mammograms are the best way to find
breast cancer. A mammogram is
an X-ray picture of the breast.
Black and white women get
mammograms at about the same
rate. But more black women
have breast cancer that has
spread beyond the breast compared with white women when
the cancer is found.
Follow-up: When a mammogram shows something is
not normal, follow-up tests are
needed to see if it is cancer.
Compared with white women,
more black women take longer
to complete these tests after finding out they have a mammogram
that is not normal. Waiting longer for follow-up care may lead
to cancers that are larger and
harder to treat.
Treatment: After cancer is
found, treatment should start as

soon as possible. Fewer black
women start treatment in a
timely way compared with white
women. Also, fewer black women get the surgery, radiation, and
hormone treatments they need
compared with white women.
Ways to lower risk for breast
cancer: Get mammograms regularly. If you are 50 to 74 years
old, be sure to have a screening
mammogram every two years. If
you are 40 - 49 years old, talk to
your doctor about when and how
often you should have a screening mammogram.
Are you worried about the
cost? Find out if you qualify for
a free or low-cost mammogram
through CDC’s National Breast
and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program.
Know your family history of
breast cancer. If you have a parent, sibling, or child with breast
cancer, ask your doctor how you
can lower your risk.
Learn about hormone replacement therapy. Some women use
hormone replacement therapy
to treat the symptoms of menopause. Hormone replacement
therapy increases your risk of
breast cancer.
For more information log on
www.cdc.gov.

100 Black Men of Jackson:
“Mentoring is our flagship”

Member Othor Cain; 100 Black Men of Jackson Vice President Dr. Marcus Chanay; Member George Smith;
President Donn Lewis, Member Steve Denem, Member Zachary Williams and Member Albert Leason at the
100 Black Men Village. PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
“Given that Mississippi colleges and universities are collectively facing budget cuts
and declining enrollment, the
100 Black Men of Jackson
are poised to award more than
$20,000 to young men and
women attending schools in
Mississippi,” said Othor Cain
in an announcement about
the organization’s upcoming
Scholarship and Awards Banquet.
In its 23rd year, the banquet
will be held Saturday, Nov.
2, 2013, at the Walter Payton
Center on the campus of Jackson State University. Each
year, through various programs and selection criteria,
the 100 Black Men of Jackson
gives out these scholarships to
deserving students that they

mentor and to the colleges and
universities that make their
own recipient selections.
Donn Lewis, president of
the organization, said, “Mentoring is our flagship, and we
know it takes a village to raise
a child. We’ve been giving
these scholarships and mentoring young black males and
each year feel it an honor to
give back.”
The featured speaker this
year is Dr. M. Christopher
Brown, president of Alcorn State University. “We
are excited that Dr. Brown
has agreed to be the keynote
speaker and we look forward
to his words of wisdom,” said
Dr. Marcus Chanay, vice president of the 100 Black Men of
Jackson. Chanay also serves
as chair of the scholarship and
awards banquet.

At a recent press conference
held at the 100 Black Men Village located at 5360 Highland
Drive in Jackson, members of
the organization spoke about
their concern for black males
without father figures in the
home. Some members give at
least one hour a week talking
with these young black males
and are on call whenever
needed by them or their mothers.
Lewis noted that there are
now several members in the
organization who once were
mentees.
“The more funding we raise
and receive, the more we can
do,” explained Lewis. The organization accepts personal
and corporate donations.
For more information on the
organization and the banquet,
call (601) 366-8301.
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Municipal Court
Judge June Hardwick
Investiture ceremony

Hinds County Circuit Court Judge Winston L. Kidd, Municipal Court Judge June Hardwick; mother Velma
Hardwick; father Andy Hardwick; son Raha Maxwell PHOTO by Jay Johnson
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
June Hardwick was sworn in
Wednesday, October 16, 2013, as
municipal court judge with family and church members present
as witnesses at City Hall in a 6
p.m. ceremony. She was unanimously approved for the position
by the City Council August 13.
Bishop Ronnie Crudup Sr.,
pastor, New Horizon Church International, led the gathering in
prayer. Hardwick is a member of
New Horizon.

Greetings were given by City
of Jackson Chief of Staff Dr.
Safiya Omari. Jackson Mayor
Chokwe Lumumba offered the
occasion.
Hardwick was welcomed to
the court by Judges Henry C.
Clay III and Ali Shamsiddeen,
with the ceremonial oath administered by Judge Winston
L. Kidd, Hinds County Circuit
Court.
As a city council candidate
earlier this year, Hardwich was
endorsed by the Malcolm X

Grassroots Movement, the same
platform Chokwe used for his
successful bid as mayor.
She is a graduate of Murrah
High School and holds a bachelor’s degree from Spelman College, a master’s degree in international affairs and development
from Clark Atlanta University
and a Juris Doctor from the Mississippi College School of Law.
She worked as a Hinds County
public defender from 2007 to
2011, thereafter going into private practice.
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Dora Ross

August 13, 1933 - October 15, 2013
Dora Glasper was born on
Sunday, August 13, 1933 in Terrebonne Parish near Houma, La.
to Henry Glasper Sr. and Kitty
Ross. She was the eldest of four
of Kitty’s children; three girls and
one boy. Two additional siblings
(children of Henry) preceded her
in death and she enjoyed the company of a wonderful sister (daughter of Henry) in later life.
Dora grew up on the Crescent
Farm Plantation and accepted
Christ as her Savior at an early age
and was baptized at St. Matthew
Baptist Church.
Dora was nurtured early on by
her Aunt Lizzie and Uncle L.B.
McGuire in Houma. She met her
future sweetheart, Austin Curry
(“A.C.”) Ross, while in Houma,
and they united in holy matrimony in Milwaukee, Wis. in May of
1955. They remained in love for
58 years until her death.
This union resulted in the birth
of six sons, who were affectionately known for decades to some
as “The Ross Boys”; Steven, Melvin, Bernell (“Lonnie”), Vernell
(“Tiny”), Roosevelt (Maurice),
and Austin Jr (“Jr. Boy”). Dora
raised her sons at Pilgrim Rest
Missionary Baptist Church of Milwaukee along with the able leadership of her beloved “A.C.” Her
passionate singing and love for the
Church inspired her sons and infected the people she encountered
everywhere with the love and service she modeled everyday of her
life.
Dora further inspired others in
the 1980s when she returned to
school to earn not only her General Education Diploma (G.E.D.),
but a Bachelor of Science in Social
Work from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She worked

many years at the John Oster Manufacturing Company and the Master Lock Company in order to keep
her sons dressed for success. She
did this as she volunteered countless hours serving as a youth counselor, helping in the nursing home,
and ministering to others through
her volunteer work through the
church. And, with the many “hats”
she wore, she never failed to maintain an orderly household while
preparing meals and bandaging
wounds…with six boys, she did a
lot of patching up.
As her sons grew into men, she
established the matriarch legacy of
the Ross grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. Stories that could
fill the pages of many books can
be written about how Dora (better known as “Mama Ross” or
“Grandma”) traveled near and far
to unite a scattered family, treating her grandchildren and stepgrandchildren as if they were her
first born.
Dora’s name says it all; it is
derived from the ancient Greek
name: Theodora, meaning “God’s
Gift”; and anyone who has ever
had the good fortune of crossing
her path would agree that she was
a gift from God to us.
Dora retired with her husband in
1997 and together returned to his
homeland, Pike County, Miss. But
retirement did not mean idleness
for her. There was the tireless service through her beloved church
work at Walker’s Chapel Freewill Baptist Church of McComb,
Miss., the “Pink Lady” volunteering every Thursday at the Southwest Regional Medical Center,
and all of the tasks she completed
and assisted for so many recipients
in Greater Pike County. She continued to love and reach out to her

Dora Ross
husband, her siblings, her sons, her
cousins, her grandchildren, and so
many others as only a loving wife,
sister, mother, relative, grandmother, and friend could do. Everyone
was “family” to Dora Ross. Now
she rests with the rest of her “family” in the bosom of her heavenly
Father.
Dora entered into eternity on
Tuesday, October 15, 2013. She
was preceded in death by her parents, Henry Glasper Sr. and Kitty
Ross; brothers, Henry (“Brother”)
Glasper Jr. and Robert Glasper;
sister, Annie Bell Cole; and son,
Melvin Ross. Dora is survived by
her husband of 58 years, Austin
Curry Ross Sr. of Magnolia, Miss.;
five children, Steven (Olivia) of
Milwaukee, Bernell (Youlander)
of Jackson, Miss., Vernell (Beverley) of Dallas, Texas, Roosevelt
(Deborah) of Milwaukee, Austin, Jr. of Milwaukee; two sisters,
Lilly Simmons of Milwaukee, and
Cynthia (Alain) Dardar of Bronx,
N.Y.; and a host of cousins, nieces,
nephews, grandchildren, grandnieces, grand-nephews, relatives
and friends (and acquaintances and
strangers whose lives were touch
by her, even if just for a moment).
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Tougaloo College • Founder’s Week
October 14 - 19, 2013
Photos By Jay johnson
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JSU Homecoming Parade
October 19 • Jackson, Miss.
Photos By Kevin Robinson
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Publisher’s tribute
Continued from page 1A

since the appearance of Freedom’s Journal, the Black Press
has chronicled and commented
upon events as they have occurred and impacted African
Americans.
In 1941, under the urging of
John Sengstacke of the Chicago Defender, a meeting of
leading black publishers from
across the nation was called
to Chicago. Sengstacke said
the meeting was designed for
“harmonizing our energies in
a common purpose for the benefit of Negro journalism.” Out
of that meeting the National
Negro Publishers Association
was formed, later to be renamed the National Newspaper
Publishers Association.
Today, the NNPA is composed of more than 200 black
newspapers in the United
States and the Virgin Islands.
Our voice is heard throughout
this nation. Headquartered in

Washington, D.C., our voice
has taken us from the U. S.
Capitol Building to meet with
legislators to the White House
to meet with the President. We
have a combined readership
of 19 million. The organization has created an electronic
news service, Blackpressusa.
com, which enables newspapers to provide real time news
and information to its national
constituency.
NNPA newspapers have a
code of conduct in keeping
with the highest moral, ethical
and legal standards. The foundation believes in giving back
to the communities in which
we serve. Partners have assisted us in achieving our goals of
awarding scholarships to future
journalists studying at Historically Black Colleges and Universities.
The Mississippi Link is proud
to be a member of this feder-
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ated organization.
As publisher of The Link, I
have served two terms on the
NNPA Board of Directors.
Presently, I am serving a second term on the NNPA Foundation Board of Directors. On
this board I serve as chairman
of the scholarship committee
which has awarded 116 cash
scholarships in the last three
years to aspiring students on
behalf of the foundation.
NNPA is just as viable and
necessary today as was Freedom’s Journal in 1827. The
Mississippi Link is just as viable today as it was twenty years
ago when founder Socrates
Garrett saw the need to record
the stories of positive things
that black businessmen were
doing in this community. Today
we enjoy telling stories that are
of interest to our communities
and national stories that are relevant to our communities each

The Mississippi Link [USPS 017224] is published weekly
by The Mississippi Link, Inc. Offices located at 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. Mailing address is
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307 or e-mail us
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at: www.mississippilink.com. Phone: (601) 896-0084, Fax
896-0091, out of state 1-800-748-9747. Periodical Postage Rate Paid at Jackson, MS.
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The Mississippi Link accepts no responsibility for unsolicited materials and in general does not return them
to sender. Manuscripts and photographs submitted for
publication are welcome by The Mississippi Link, but no
responsibility can be taken for sources considered to be
authoritative, because the publication cannot guarantee
their accuracy. Reproduction or use, without permission,
of editorial or graphic content, is prohibited.

week in our printed edition and
each day on our online edition.
A subscriber told me recently he enjoys reading our paper
because often times our stories
are presented in a way where
you can’t tell if we are black
or white, democrat or republican, political or non-political.
I mulled over that, wondering if we were doing the right
thing. Then I remembered the
excerpt from the credo of the
Black Press and realized without a doubt that we are doing
what is right for this community: “The Black Press believes
that America can best lead the
world away from racial and national antagonisms when it accords to every person, regardless of race, color or creed, full
human and legal rights.”
We are proud to tell our stories, “our way.” That is what
freedom of the press is all
about. We will always do so

At The Mississippi Link office in Jackson, Publisher Jackie Hampton
(R) shares Black Press history with Tougaloo College senior India M.
Tate who was a 2012 recipient of an NNPA scholarship award. PHOTO BY
AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

with integrity and we will always do our best to lift up this
community by publishing posi-
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Jackson Walmart rewards
Isable Elementary teachers

Provine students take
pledge to graduate
from high school

(Pictured from left to right) Angela Anderson, Luwanna Jones, Tomeka Jackson, Doris Stocks, Joshua Smith, Debra Jennings, Terrol
McElroy, Eddie Robinson; Walmart Highway 18 store manager, Micca Knox; Isable principal, Mitchell Shears; executive director of Elementary Schools, LaKeyla Norris; Lynn Green, Terrance Tillman, Naomi Welch, Deborah Hill, Willie O’Harroll, Katrina Wallace, Tamela
Orelus and Davietta Horton
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The management team from
the Highway 18 Walmart
presented $50 gift cards (for
school supplies) to 20 teachers at Isable Elementary
School, October 11, in the
school’s auditorium. The purchased supplies will help enhance classroom instruction.

The randomly selected
teachers who received the gift
cards were Katie Nave, Dawn
Hall, Joyce Denson, LaKeyla
Norris, Deborah Hill, Terrance Tillman, Lynn Green,
Carol Holcomb, Terrol McElroy, Tiffany Cager, Tamela
Orelus, Katrina Wallace, Doris Stocks, Willie O’Harroll,

Naomi Welch, Angela Anderson and Luwanna Jones.
The
Teacher
Rewards
program is a nationwide
campaign sponsored by the
Walmart Foundation. The
program awards gift cards to
thousands of educators each
year.
Walmart stores, Distribu-

tion Centers and Sam’s Clubs
from across the United States
select one, local K-8 public school to distribute the
gift cards. The program is
designed to help offset the
out-of-pocket costs teachers
traditionally spend each year
to purchase supplies for their
classrooms.

Green Elementary student and
retired local pastor recognized
by School Board of Trustees

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Provine High School students took the pledge to graduate on time during a special
ceremony. As part of the “I
Will Graduate” campaign, students signed banners and cards
pledging to graduate. The initiative is sponsored by Jackson Public Schools and United
Way of the Capital Area.
WJMI radio personality Stan
Branson was the guest speaker
for the program. Branson encouraged students to focus and
make the necessary sacrifices
to graduate. He emphasized
the professional opportunities

available to students with a
high school diploma.
Carol Burger of the United
Way also addressed the student assembly. She congratulated them for helping to increase the graduation rate at
Provine.
The signed banners hang
in the school’s cafeteria as a
daily reminder to students of
their commitment. They also
stand as symbols of the importance of graduating from high
school.
All JPS high schools and
middle schools participated in
“I Will Graduate” week.

The Mississippi
Link Newswire
The Pledge of
Allegiance to the
Flag was led by
A’Naiya
Marie
Miggins, a 5th
grade honor student at Green
Elementary. Last
year, Miggins was
the winner of the
Green Elementary
Spelling Bee. She
scored Advanced
on the MCT2 in
Language
and
Proficient on the
MCT2 in Math.
The
confident
fifth grader wants
to become a scientist. Miggins’
parents,
Andrew and Angie
Miggins, along
with staff members from Green
Elementary, were
also recognized.
The
Prayer
of
Invocation
was given by
Pastor
James
Carstensen. Rev.
Carstensen is retired from the
Lutheran Church
and lives in Raymond. He completed a Bachelor
of Arts degree in
religious studies
at the University
of Iowa and a
Master of Divinity at Wartburg
Theological Seminary. He pastored
at churches in Alabama and Iowa
before moving to
Raymond. Early in his career,
Rev. Carstensen
worked for Operation Push in
Chicago. In 2008,
he met President
Barack Obama.

Pastor James Carstensen receives a certificate of appreciation from Jackson
Public Schools Board of Trustees Secretary Timothy Collins for delivering the
Prayer of Invocation at the school board meeting October 15

We Appreciate
The Mississippi Link
for
20 Years of Service
to this
Community
and for
Promoting Breast Cancer Awareness

Green Elementary student A’Naiya Marie Miggins receives a certificate of appreciation from Board Secretary Timothy Collins
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A United Front: Grambling State University
football players send strong message
By Othor Cain
Guest Columnist

In today’s school climate,
it’s usually political science
majors, student government association members or other local student activists that stage
marches, lead rallies and other
acts of protests.
But the tables were turned in
recent weeks and the spotlight
shifted when a group of student
athletes at Grambling State
University decided they had
had enough.
The entire football squad at
Grambling decided to boycott
for nearly a week, causing the
university to forfeit its game
against Jackson State Univer-

sity.
Grambling’s players staged
the boycott because of many
issues with university leaders,
including the school’s rundown
facilities, long bus trips to road
games and personnel decisions.
Some media outlets including ESPN reported that it had
obtained a letter detailing player complaints, which included
mold in the locker room and
improperly cleaned uniforms
contributing to an increased
likelihood of staph infections.
University officials report
that Grambling has endured a
57 percent cut in state funding
over several years that has affected the entire campus.

The athletic department was
asked to cut $335,000 this year
from its overall department
budget of $6.8 million. The
football program was cut by
$75,000 to about $2 million.
In addition to financial challenges, it’s been a tough season on the field for Grambling
(0-8), which is on its third
coach this season and has lost
18 straight football games to
NCAA opponents.
Former coach Doug Williams was fired after just two
games this season and replaced
by George Ragsdale, who was
reassigned within the athletic
department during the boycott
and replaced by Dennis “Dirt”

Winston.
Facing all of those odds, it
is easy to understand why the
players decided to say ‘Enough
is Enough.’ It was a united front
with not one player dissenting
and offering different views.
The players seemed to rally behind one student-spokesperson
who did an excellent job of
articulating the players’ point
of view. The players were not
acting like ‘prima donnas’ but
rather students who love their
school and were concerned
about the conditions in which
they were being asked to operate.
With threats of losing scholarships, being kicked out of

school and other disciplinary actions, the players stood
strong. So strong in fact that
university officials quickly removed those conditions and engaged in peaceful talks.
The university president said,
“the players would not face any
repercussions for the boycott,
and that the national attention
would help publicize the funding plight for historically black
colleges and universities like
Grambling.”
Those peaceful talks have led
the players back to the practice
field in preparation for the next
game. The student spokesman
said, “The football team took a
stance on what we thought was

right. We did not quit on our
university.
“There are many problems
that exist and if no one says
anything, nothing will become
of our institution. We hope
coach Eddie Robinson and his
legendary players appreciate
we took a stand and thought we
were right.”
We all could take a page from
the players at Grambling and
embrace the theme of being the
change that we want to see.
Othor Cain serves as director
of Media and Communications
for the Hinds County Sheriff ’s
Office. He is also CEO of OCD
Media, a public relations and
marketing company.

G.N. Smith Elementary JSU crowns 2013-14 Queen
holds pep rally to honor with pomp and pageantry
playground volunteers President Myers congratulates
Ms. JSU Deja D. Knight
By Jerry K. Domatob
Guest Columnist

Benjamin Torrey, Stephen Bale, Tom Robinson, Ethel Mangum, Dr. Cedrick Gray, Al Joyner and Richard
Myers PHOTOS BY LONNIE ROSS
By Lonnie Ross
Online Editor
Students and staff of G.N.
Smith Elementary School in
Jackson assembled Oct. 22,
2013 to celebrate a special
new playground built this
summer in only one day by
over 200 volunteers. The pep
rally at the school located at
3900 Parkway Avenue served
as a thank-you to the sponsors
and volunteers who built the
2,500-square foot playground.
Leading the pep rally were
Principal Benjamin Torrey and
Jackson Public Schools Superintendent Cedrick Gray.
“The students and staff at
G.N. Smith are appreciative of
the support and efforts in making our KaBOOM! Build Day
a huge success,” commented
Principal Torrey.
The new playground is a
project of KaBOOM!, a national non-profit organization that provides playground
equipment throughout the
United States. The playground
project is locally and regionally co-sponsored by McDonald’s restaurants, Dr. Pepper/
Snapple and the school.
“The students of Smith Elementary school needed and deserved this playground. It took
a lot of hard work, but that hard
work pays off each day we are
able to see the smiles and joy
this playground brings,” said
Superintendent Gray.
“McDonald’s is pleased to
partner with KaBOOM! and
Dr Pepper/Snapple to provide
such a wonderful playground
for the children of G.N. Smith
Elementary School and this
neighborhood,” said McDonald’s owner/operator Al
Joyner. “McDonald’s believes
in being a partner with the
communities we serve, and
we are fortunate to have this
opportunity to join in providing a wonderful, modern playground.”
Smith Elementary applied
for a KaBOOM! playground
earlier in 2013 and secured

Students playing on the new playground

Students and teachers cheering during the pep rally

Pomp, pageantry and glamor marked Deja D. Knight’s
coronation as Miss Jackson
State University 2013-14 on
Thursday, Oct. 17 2013, when
she received the crown from
JSU President Carolyn Myers,
who congratulated her.
Amidst prayers, songs,
dance, procession, performances and tributes, the senior computer science presidential scholar entered the
annals of Jackson State University history with grandeur
at the Athletics & Assembly
Center.
In her acceptance speech,
Knight thanked her parents,
grandparents, professors and
Jackson State University, for
their confidence in her and for
their support.
The daughter of Billy E.
Knight and Clara H. Saafir,
Deja is a W.E.B. Dubois Honors College student, a Dean’s
List scholar and a member
of the Alpha Lambda Delta
Honor Society as well as the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. She plans to attend law
school upon graduation.
The glitzy event was attended by staff, students, faculty,
parents, friends and observers.
Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob
currently serves as a professor and interim head, Department of Mass Communication, Alcorn State University,
Lorman-Mississippi. An author, poet, journalist, photographer and researcher, he is
working on two projects. His
latest publications are: Positive Vibrations & Communication, Culture and Human
Rights. Contact him at Jdomatob@yahoo.com.

The new playground at G.N. Smith Elementary School
the necessary volunteers and
sponsors to be selected as a recipient. Construction included
one day of ground preparation,
one day of actual construction,
and one day of post-construction. The playground features
a number of play options designed to provide both fun and
healthy exercise for children.
Torrey, Gray and Joyner
were joined by Tom Robinson, CEO of Robinson and
Associates, an ad agency who
also volunteered to help build
the playground, and Stephen

Bale, branch manager of 7UP
Snapple Bottling Company
of Jackson, Richard Myers,
marketing manager for MyJoy
McDonald’s (20 McDonald’s
franchises owned by Joyner),
and Ethel Mangum, representing Kenneth Stokes, Hinds
County District 5 Supervisor.
They addressed the students
during the pep rally held on
the playground site. The children were given “goodie bags”
containing various snacks and
were allowed to begin playing
on the playground.

JSU Homecoming participants

Ms. JSU 2013-14, Deja D. Knight

JSU 2013-14 Homecoming Court

PHOTOS BY JERRY DOMATOB

JSU President Dr. Carolyn Meyers
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New breast milk policy planned for online exchange
By Lindsey Tanner
AP Medical Writer
CHICAGO - An online
breast milk exchange linked
to bacteria contamination in
a new study said it is changing its policies.
Researchers found high
amounts of bacteria that
could potentially sicken
babies in three-fourths of
samples they bought from
women who advertised on

the popular website, Only
the Breast. A few of the 101
samples purchased contained
salmonella, while others had
evidence of fecal contamination, probably from breast
milk sellers not properly
washing their hands, said
Sarah Keim, the lead author
and a researcher at Nationwide Children’s Hospital in
Columbus, Ohio.
The study was published

online Oct. 21 in Pediatrics.
An unidentified administrator for the breast milk organization issued a statement
saying the Incline Village,
Nev.,-based group is planning to stop informal “mother to mother” milk sharing
and is forming a new milk
bank program for sick babies
that will involve better donor
screening and “professional
milk processing.”

“Donors will be fully
screened, tested and instructed on safe handling methods,” and will be offered fair
compensation, the statement
said.
Human breast milk is sold
for babies on several online
sites for a few dollars an
ounce, and offered free in
several other online milksharing exchanges. Users include parents of adopted ba-

Builders of Obama’s health website saw red flags
By Jack Gillum and Julie Pace
Associated Press
WASHINGTON - Crammed
into conference rooms with pizza
for dinner, some programmers
building the Obama administration’s showcase health insurance
website were growing increasingly
stressed. Some worked past 10
p.m., energy drinks in hand. Others
rewrote computer code over and
over to meet what they considered
last-minute requests for changes
from the government or other contractors.
As questions mount over the
website’s failure, insider interviews
and a review of technical specifications by The Associated Press
found a mind-numbingly complex
system put together by harried programmers who pushed out a final
product that congressional investigators said was tested by the government and not private developers
with more expertise.
Project developers who spoke to
the AP on condition of anonymity
- because they feared they would
otherwise be fired - said they raised
doubts among themselves whether
the website could be ready in time.
They complained openly to each

other about what they considered
tight and unrealistic deadlines. One
was nearly brought to tears over
the stress of finishing on time, one
developer said. Website builders
saw red flags for months.
A review of internal architectural diagrams obtained by the AP
revealed the system’s complexity.
Insurance applicants have a host
of personal information verified,
including income and immigration
status. The system connects to other federal computer networks, including ones at the Social Security
Administration, IRS, Veterans Administration, Office of Personnel
Management and the Peace Corps.
President Barack Obama on
Monday, Oct. 21, acknowledged
technical problems that he described as “kinks in the system.”
He also promised a “tech surge” by
leading technology talent to repair
the painfully slow and often unresponsive website that has frustrated
Americans trying to enroll online
for insurance plans at the center of
Obama’s health care law.
But in remarks at a Rose Garden event, Obama offered no explanation for the failure except to
note that high traffic to the website

caused some of the slowdowns.
He said it had been visited nearly
20 million times - fewer monthly
visits so far than many commercial
websites, such as PayPal, AOL,
Wikipedia or Pinterest.
“The problem has been that the
website that’s supposed to make it
easy to apply for and purchase the
insurance is not working the way
it should for everybody,” Obama
said. “There’s no sugarcoating it.
The website has been too slow.
People have been getting stuck
during the application process. And
I think it’s fair to say that nobody is
more frustrated by that than I am.”
The online system was envisioned as a simple way for people
without health insurance to comparison-shop among competing
plans offered in their state, pick
their preferred level of coverage
and cost and sign up. For many, it’s
not worked out that way so far.
Just weeks before the launch of
HealthCare.gov Oct. 1, one programmer said, colleagues huddled
in conference rooms trying to patch
“bugs,” or deficiencies in computer
code. Unresolved problems led to
visitors experiencing cryptic error
messages or enduring long waits

trying to sign up.
Congressional investigators have
concluded that the government’s
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, not private software
developers, tested the exchange’s
computer systems during the final
weeks. That task, known as integration testing, is usually handled by
software companies because it ferrets out problems before the public
sees the final product.
The government spent at least
$394 million in contracts to build
the federal health care exchange
and the data hub. Those contracts
included major awards to Virginiabased CGI Federal Inc., Marylandbased Quality Software Services
Inc. and Booz Allen Hamilton Inc.
CGI Federal said in a statement
it was working with the government and other contractors “around
the clock” to improve the system,
which it called “complex, ambitious and unprecedented.”
The schematics from late 2012
show how officials designated a
“data services hub” - a traffic cop
for managing information - in lieu
of a design that would have allowed
state exchanges to connect directly
to government servers when verifying an applicant’s information.
On Oct. 20, the Health and Human Services Department said
the data hub was working but not
meeting public expectations: “We
are committed to doing better.”
Administration officials so far
have refused to say how many
people actually have managed
to enroll in insurance during
the three weeks since the new
marketplaces became available.
Without enrollment numbers, it’s
impossible to know whether the
program is on track to reach projections from the Congressional
Budget Office that seven million
people would gain coverage during the first year the exchanges
were available.
Instead, officials have selectively cited figures that put the
insurance exchanges in a positive light. They say more than 19
million people have logged on
to the federal website and nearly
500,000 have filled out applications for insurance through both
the federal and state-run sites.
The flood of computer problems since the website went
online has been deeply embarrassing for the White House.
The snags have called into question whether the administration
is capable of implementing the
complex policy and why senior
administration officials - including the president - appear to have
been unaware of the scope of the
problems when the exchange
sites opened.
Even as the president spoke at
the Rose Garden, more problems
were coming to light. The administration acknowledged that
a planned upgrade to the website
had been postponed indefinitely
and that online Spanish-language
signups would remain unavailable, despite a promise to Hispanic groups that the capability
would start this week. And the
government tweaked the website’s home page so visitors can
now view phone numbers to
apply the old-fashioned way or
window-shop for insurance rates
without registering first.
Uninsured Americans have until about mid-February to sign up
for coverage if they are to meet
the law’s requirement that they
be insured by the end of March.

bies and mothers who have
difficulty breastfeeding.
Breast milk is also provided through milk banks,
whose clients include hospitals. They also charge fees
but screen donors and pasteurize donated milk to kill
any germs. The researchers
also found bacteria in some
of 20 unpasteurized samples
donated to a milk bank but
not as much as in the milk

bought online.
Sources for bacteria found
in the study aren’t known but
could include donors’ skin,
breast pumps used to extract
milk, or contamination from
improper shipping methods,
Keim said.
She advised against obtaining breast milk online,
echoing 2010 recommendations from the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration.

Study: Flavored
small cigars are
popular with kids
By Mike Stobbe
AP Medical Writer
ATLANTA - Small cigars
flavored to taste like candy or
fruit are popular among teens,
according to the first government study to gauge their use.
About 1 in 30 middle and
high school kids said they
smoke the compact, sweet-flavored cigars. The percentages
rise as kids get older, to nearly
1 in 12 high school seniors,
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported.
The results - based on a
2011 survey of nearly 19,000
students, grades 6 through 12
- were published online Oct.
22 by the Journal of Adolescent Health.
Since 2009, the government
has banned cigarettes with
candy, fruit and clove flavoring, though it continued to allow menthol flavoring. There
is no restriction on sales of
cigars with such flavorings
except in Maine, Maryland,
New York City and Providence, R.I.
The sale of cigarettes and
cigars to those under 18 is illegal, but according to an earlier CDC report, about 16 percent of high school students
were smokers in 2011.
Health officials said sweet
flavoring can mask the harsh
taste of tobacco and make
smoking more palatable.
“The so-called small cigars
look like cigarettes, addict as

much as cigarettes and they
kill like cigarettes,” said CDC
Director Dr. Tom Frieden.
Tobacco companies have
said they oppose smoking by
those under age 18. But the
marketing of flavored cigars
suggests companies are trying
to interest kids in smoking,
Frieden and others said.
“The tobacco industry has a
long history of using flavored
products to attract kids,” said
Danny McGoldrick, of the
Campaign for Tobacco-Free
Kids, a Washington, D.C.based advocacy and research
organization.
Sales of regular and flavored cigars have boomed in
the last 12 years, from 6 billion to more than 13 billion
annually, according to calculations by his group.
The CDC survey also asked
about menthol-flavored cigarettes. When those were included, more than 40 percent
of kids who were current
smokers in the survey said
they were using flavored cigars or cigarettes.

THE FACTS ABOUT CANCER
Cancer is actually a group of nearly
100 diseases, with the common
denominator being that each displays
an uncontrolled growth of cells that
have the ability to migrate elsewhere
in the body. Because the incidence of
cancer increases with age, the disease
is most commonly seen in middle-aged
and older adults. In fact, 60 percent of
all cancers are diagnosed in people
over the age of 65. The most common
cancers are skin cancer, kidneys,
ovaries, uterus, pancreas, bladder,
rectum, and blood and lymph nodes
(leukemias and lymphomas) round
out the 12 major cancers that affect
most Americans. The key to effective
treatment is early diagnosis.
Diagnosing cancer early becomes
much more likely if people with early
symptoms of cancer visit their doctor.

If they don’t, they will face a penalty.
The administration says it’s working
to address the timing issue to provide
more flexibility.
Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., plans
to introduce legislation to delay that
requirement because: “It’s not fair to
punish people for not buying something that’s not available,” Rubio told
“CBS This Morning” recently.

For that to happen, they need to be
aware that the symptoms they are
experiencing could be linked to the
disease. At THE MISSISSIPPI CANCER
INSTITUTE, patient care is our first
concern, and we encourage our
patients to be informed, involved health
care consumers. That means taking
charge of your health care, knowing
your rights and responsibilities as
a patient, and communicating your
questions and concerns to your
doctor. To schedule an appointment,
please call (601) 249-5510, or visit
us at 1501 Aston Avenue. Cancer
treatment selection is largely based
on the type and location of cancer; the
extent to which it has already spread;
the patient’s age, sex, and general
health status; and personal treatment
preferences.

On Oct. 21, the White House advised people frustrated by the online tangle that they can enroll by
calling 1-800-318-2596 in a process that should take 25 minutes for
an individual or 45 minutes for a
family. Assistance is also available
in communities from helpers who
can be found at LocalHelp.HealthCare.gov.
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Obama’s showdown with
‘Teapublicans’ is just beginning Public officials and those who
elect them are ‘stuck on stupid’
B

By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

Believe it or
not,
President
Barack Obama’s
decision to finally stand up to
‘Teapublicans’
- a Republican
Party hijacked by right-wing
Tea Party zealots - in the latest
standoff over the Affordable
Care Act and the debt ceiling
was the easy part.
Next comes the real fireworks over the budget. And
judging from the past, the
Democrats are likely to wave
the white flag of surrender,
even before the first shots are
fired.
Don’t forget that although
Obama campaigned on the
promise of extending the Bush
tax cuts only for individuals
earning less than $200,000
and couples making less than
$250,000 - which would cover
98 percent of all taxpayers - he
eventually capitulated under
Republican pressure, extending the Bush-era rates on incomes below $450,000 for
families and $400,000 for individuals.
And in his unsuccessful effort to reach a grand bargain
with House Speaker John
Boehner in 2011, according
to leaked confidential documents, Obama expressed a
willingness to support cuts to
TRICARE, the health insurance program for the military
and military retirees, Social
Security, Medicare, housing,
nutritional assistance and other social programs.
Former Labor Secretary
Robert Reich explained why
he, too, feels Obama will cave
in to Republican demands:
“He’s already put on the
table a way to reduce future
Social Security payments by
altering the way cost-of-living
adjustments are made - using
the so-called ‘chained’ consumer price index. It assumes
that when prices rise, people
economize by switching to
cheaper alternatives.
“This makes no sense for
seniors, who already spend a
disproportionate share of their
income on prescription drugs,
home healthcare, and medical
devices - the prices of which

have been rising faster than inflation.
“Besides, Social Security
isn’t responsible for our budget
deficits. Quite the opposite: for
years, its surpluses have been
used to fund everything else
the government does.
“The President has also suggested ‘means-testing’ Medicare - that is, providing less
of it to higher-income seniors.
This might be sensible. The
danger is it becomes the start
of a slippery slope that eventually turns Medicare into another type of Medicaid, a program perceived to be for the
poor and therefore vulnerable
to budget cuts.
“But why even suggest cutting Medicare at all, when the
program isn’t responsible for
the large budget deficits projected a decade or more from
now? Medicare itself is enormously efficient; its administrative costs are far lower than
commercial health insurance.”
Equally troubling are the
signals the president is already
sending on the budget. “Keep
in mind that the budget that
we are going to pass under any
deal is going to be the Republican budget. It will have cuts
that are much more substantial
than Democrats would prefer,”
Obama said in an interview
with New York’s WABC-TV
two days before the government reopened.
“The Democrats have not
asked for anything to reopen
the government. The Democrats haven’t asked for anything for paying our bills on
time.”
The last time I checked,
the Senate and the executive
branch were controlled by
Democrats. Republicans control only the House. And the
only reason they control the
House is because of gerrymandered congressional districts.
In the last election, House
Democrats received more
votes than House Republicans.
So why does President Obama
feel that the nation will be
stuck with a “Republican budget”?
Second, Obama correctly
noted that Democrats have
not asked for anything to reopen the government or raise
the debt ceiling. And as Con-

gressman Gregory W. Meeks
of New York observed, that is
the problem.
Meeks told Politico, “At no
point have we said what our
demands are. All you’ve heard
was what their demands are.
Maybe we should put down
what our demands are or what
we need and what we want,
because there are things that
are important and dear to us
also, and then the negotiations
start from there.”
The tragedy is that Democrats usually won’t stand firm
even when public opinion is
on their side. The Pew Research Center for the People
and the Press conducted a survey in March asking: What is
more important, taking steps
to reduce the national debt or
keeping Social Security and
Medicare benefits as they are?
According to Pew, 55 percent favored keeping Social
Security and Medicare benefits as they are 34 percent
preferred taking steps to reduce the national debt, and 11
percent said both are equally
important.
Yet, Obama is willing to
make concessions on Social
Security and Medicare.
With no demands on the
table, it’s impossible to know
what, if anything, is important
to the Democratic Party anymore. That’s not the case with
the Teapublicans. Love or hate
them, they have clearly and
forcefully stated they want to
privatize Social Security, turn
Medicare into a voucher system, and want deep cuts in social programs.
They have not only articulated their priorities, they have
demonstrated with the shutdown how far they are willing
to go to fight for their misguided beliefs. So what are Democrats willing to fight to the end
for? If you find out, please let
me know.
George E. Curry, former
editor-in-chief of Emerge
magazine, is editor-in-chief
of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association News
Service (NNPA.) He can be
reached through his website,
www.georgecurry.com. Follow
him at www.twitter.com/currygeorge and George E. Curry
Fan Page on Facebook.

Washington football team
should drop the “R” word
By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist

“At a moment
when
President
Obama
and Republican
leaders remain
deeply divided,
this week saw
them come to a bipartisan
agreement on one thing: it is
time for Washington’s NFL
team to stop using a racial
slur and to finally change its
name.” ~ the Oneida Indian
Nation radio ad
About two week ago, as
Dallas and Washington revived their annual NFL football rivalry, they also found
themselves in the middle of an
escalating fight over the name
of the Washington football
team.
In fact, as part of its “Change
the Mascot” campaign, the
Oneida Indian Nation is running radio ads in Dallas and
the other cities where the
Washington football team is
playing this year calling for

D.C.’s team to drop the “R”
word from its name.
This is all part of a larger
movement among civil rights
organizations and political
leaders from both the left and
right who correctly point out
that the term “Redskins” is a
racial slur.
Suzan Shown Harjo, a Native American woman who
lives in Washington and directs the Morning Star Institute, has been leading this
fight and others like it since
the 1960s.
President Obama recently
weighed in, saying, “If I were
the owner of the team and I
knew that there was a name of
my team - even if it had a storied history - that was offending a sizable group of people,
I’d think about changing it.”
He added that he did not believe “attachment to a particular name should override the
real, legitimate concerns that
people have.”
Team owner, Dan Snyder
disagreed. He has vowed to

never change the name and in
a recent letter to season ticket
holders, he called the team
name, “a badge of honor.”
Obviously not everyone
agrees. The controversy has
now gotten the attention of
top NFL officials. NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell recently said, “If we are offending one person, we need to be
listening and making sure that
we’re doing the right things to
try to address that.”
And officials of the Oneida
Indian Nation and the NFL are
scheduled to meet in November to discuss the issue. Consistent with our commitment
to equality and the dignity of
every human being, the National Urban League stands
with all those demanding the
Washington football team stop
using the R word.
Ray Halbritter, leader of
the Oneida Indian Nation, recently stated his opposition
this way: “Let’s be clear, the
R word is defined in the dictionary as an offensive term.
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By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

“It is hard to
imagine a more
stupid or more
dangerous
way of making decisions
than by putting
those decisions in the hands
of people who pay no price
for being wrong.” - Thomas
Sowell
Why do we keep electing
the same people to the same
office year after year, putting
them in charge of our lives,
despite
having
absolute
proof that they have not, are
not, and will not work in our
best interests?
The debt ceiling Kabuki
Theater is yet another in a
long line of what we have
seen before - just a few
months ago - in our so-called
“government of, by, and for
the people.”
We, the electorate, are just
stuck on stupid. We have
elected what has literally become an aristocracy to rule
over us. They play games
with our lives by trying to
trump one another with their
pompous speeches and protestations.
All the while, they are becoming millionaires and, to
add insult to injury, they are
not subject to the rules they
make to govern us. As the
opening quote suggests, they
pay no price and feel no pain
from their ridiculous wrangling, debating, and decision-making.
They stroll out every now
and then to give us their “insights” on what is going on
in the “hallowed” halls of
Congress, but then return to
do nothing for us.
For them, however, they
continue to draw their pay
checks, play golf, laugh and
joke, and live off the public
coffers by working for a government many of them say is
the problem. What does that
scenario say about those of
us in the proletariat class?
Thomas Jefferson said,
“When government fears the
people, there is liberty. When
the people fear the government, there is tyranny.”
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So what do we have, folks?
Fear or tyranny? I know one
thing we do have is anger. In
some cases we have hopelessness, despair, and desperation as well.
People are out of work,
children are out of food,
and families are out of time,
while the men and women on
Capitol Hill make decisions
affecting our lives. But they
are exempting themselves
and their children from the
consequences of those decisions.
Have we come to the point
where the inmates are running the asylum? Many U.S.
citizens are in fear for their
very survival now, and our
Washington elites are conducting political business as
usual. This would mean they
are merely moving from one
crisis to the next and asking
us to vote for them the next
time around.
Why should we? The shenanigans we see on a national level also take place locally. The “bi-polar electorate”
continues to put people in
office who have demonstrated incompetence, a lack of
business acumen, and a total
disregard for the people who
elected them.
These we elect only come
around when they want our
votes, and many of them
have absolutely nothing of
substance to show for their
previous stint of ruler-ship
over us. Yet, we will allow
ourselves to be swooned
and swayed to vote for them
again, for the simplest of
reasons, knowing they have
failed us in the past.
In
Cincinnati,
voters
passed a law that now allows
council members to reign
for four years instead of
two years. That means voters will have to suffer twice
as long under the ineptness,
the self-interest and pompous attitudes of individual
politicians, and the myriad
of financial crises that now
plague the city. That is, unless the voters elect folks
who are not only concerned
but competent, and candidates who have demonstrated their professional abilities
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and willingness to tackle and
solve tough issues.
The ridiculousness of political engagement must stop,
especially among black people. We must be informed to
the degree that no one can
simply hand us a flyer with
a list of candidates for whom
we should blindly vote.
We suffer the most from
political incompetence and
disregard, yet we are so loyal
to those who do us wrong; we
keep coming back to them the
way an abused spouse keeps
returning for more abuse.
We keep electing folks who
make empty promises and
lay out nebulous solutions
that, in the end, never benefit us. We keep listening to
and believing political hacks
that are only in the game for
their own self-enrichment, as
they lead us to the cliff and
then step aside to allow us to
plummet to the rocks below.
The black electorate needs
the most from politicians but
obtains the least; our families
are at the highest risk from
do-nothing politicians; and
we are the ones most affected
by cuts, layoffs, pension fund
reductions, and all the other
negative aspects of political
control.
Don’t you want local and
national politicians who are
competent, solution-oriented, and have the “audacity”
to buck the status quo to get
things done?
Ultimately, despite politics as usual, our caveat is
clear: We must “seek for
ourselves,” as Richard Allen
told black folks back in the
1700s. As someone said, “A
government big enough to
give you everything you need
is a government big enough
to take everything you have.”
Wake up. Vote intelligently!
Jim Clingman, founder of
the Greater Cincinnati African American Chamber of
Commerce, is the nation’s
writer on economic empowerment for black people. He
is an adjunct professor at the
University of Cincinnati. He
can be reached through his
website, blackonomics.com.

courtesy of BlackCommentator.com
It was the name that was
used against our people when
we were forced off our lands
at gunpoint. So it has a sordid history and it’s time for a
change.”
He added, “History is littered with people who have
vowed never to change something - slavery, immigration,
women’s rights - so we think
one thing that’s really great
about this country is when

many people speak out,
change can happen.”
The Dallas vs. Washington
football game was played on
the eve of Columbus Day, another reminder of the legacy of
discrimination and oppression
inflicted on Native Americans.
Demanding the Washington
football team remove the “R”
word from its name is a simple request for respect. As the
Oneida Indian Nation radio ad

states, “This country may be
politically divided … but we
should all be able to agree that
racial slurs are unacceptable,
and they shouldn’t be used to
market this country’s capital
city. “We deserve to be treated
simply as what we are: Americans.”
Marc H. Morial, former
mayor of New Orleans, is
president and CEO of the National Urban League.
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Temptation is like an intersection
By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link
I greet you
again to study
God’s word. As
we continue this
series of temptation with our focus on the brothers Cain and Abel, I’d like to
begin with Genesis 4:7 which reflects the choices that Cain could
make: “If you do well, will you
not be accepted? And if you do
not do well, sin is couching at the
door; its desire is for you, but you
must master it.”
God tried to help Cain. He tried
to stop him from making a bad
decision by encouraging him to
do what was right. God even told
him what to do that would make
him happy. People can talk until
they are blue in the face, but we
have to heed their advice.
Cain was at an intersection and
he had to make a decision. Would
he yield to the temptation of remaining in his anger or would he
humble himself and follow God’s
instruction that would restore joy
in his life? This tells us that we
must humble ourselves and obey
God if we are going to avoid
yielding to temptation.
You can be restored and happy,
but you have to do it God’s way.
You are at an intersection, what
choice are you going to make?
Which way are you going to turn?
Cain chose to remain angry
rather than dealing with the root
cause of his anger. Ephesians
4:26, “Be angry but do not sin;
do not let the sun go down on
your anger…” Don’t allow your
mind to stay in a state of anger for
a long period of time, because it
will lead to sin.
Notice the verse that comes
right after Ephesians 4:26 (4:27),
“…give no opportunity to the
devil.” When your anger goes
unchecked it automatically gives
the devil wiggle-room in your
life. Un-checked anger will lead

to revenge and in Cain’s case it
led to an attack on an innocent
person which happened to be
his own brother. This shows us
the intensity of prolonged or unchecked anger.
Some people are miserable because they chose to let anger remain instead of dealing with it. I
am sure we all agree that one who
carries anger has to be a miserable
person because bitterness usually
accompanies anger. There is no
way one can walk in liberty and
be happy if they strongly desire to
hurt someone else in revenge.
The Lord let Cain know that
he was at an intersection and he
could choose to stay angry and let
it lead him into sin which is why
God said if you remain angry sin
will take over and will master
you.
Here’s how Genesis 4:7 can be
interpreted: “If you repent of your
sin, change your heart and life,
and bring your sacrifice in a better
manner; you shall be accepted.”
(John Wesley Notes commentary). Matthew Poole Bible commentary interpreted this verse as
follows: “…repent of your sin,
correct your life, offer your offerings with a willing and cheerful mind and honest heart, and in
faith and love, as Abel did.”
God is always willing to give
us another chance if we will only
be willing to change our ways.
There are results of yielding to
the temptation of Anger:
1. Murder: Genesis 4:8, “Cain
said to Abel his brother, let us
go out to the field and when
they were in the field, Cain rose
up against his brother Abel, and
killed him.” When we yield to the
temptation of anger we usually
end up destroying others one way
or another. Have you ever tried
to harm anyone with your words
because they made you upset or
offended you? Many of us have
never killed anyone with a gun,
but we have shot people down
many times with our tongues.

If you are hurting, chances
are you are prone to hurt others.
If you have been sorely abused,
chances are you may abuse others. So, if we want to prevent a
negative domino effect of yielding to the temptation of anger we
must deal with our hurt and repent of any sin in our lives.
2. Lying: Genesis 4:9, “Then
the LORD said to Cain, where
is Abel your brother?” He said, I
do not know; am I my brother’s
keeper?”
God knew the answer to His
own question, but He was giving
Cain an opportunity to confess
his sin. One sin leads to another…if a person will murder then
telling lies naturally comes with
it. So, now Cain was not only a
murderer but a liar also, but it all
started with him not dealing with
his anger.
But Cain did tell some truth
in the latter part of verse 9. He
asked, am I my brother’s keeper?
In other words, I don’t keep up
with my brother. Cain was right
about this part. He did not watch
over his brother…he didn’t care
about his brother, he only cared
for himself.
This verse reflects that Cain
had developed a reprobate mind
and murder was proof of this.
Cain was sold out to doing evil.
No wonder the Lord rejected his
offering. Cain had the potential
to murder all along because he
had not dealt with his spiritual
condition and when God tried to
get him to do so Cain obviously
refused and therefore something
bad was bound to happen.
3. Insecurity: Genesis 4:11a12, “And now you are cursed
from the ground…When you
till the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength; you
shall be a fugitive and a wanderer
(vagabond) on the earth.”
God told Cain that though he
may work hard and till the soil
the earth would not always yield
a harvest. So, yielding to the

temptation of anger hurt Cain economically or financially. I’ll bet
you know of some people who
lost their jobs because they didn’t
control their anger.
The Hebrew word for vagabond is nuwd (nood) which
means to waver or to wander.
It also means to mourn or to be
sorry…mourning and trembling.
He would never have rest and his
heart would be in continual fear
and worry. He would always be
on the run as a consequence of
yielding to the temptation of anger.
4. Alienated from God’s presence: Genesis 4:14, “You have
driven me out from the face of
the earth today, and I shall be hidden from Your face.” We cannot
hold grudges and maintain the sin
of anger and expect God’s holy
presence to remain in our lives
especially if we act on our anger
and harm others.
The result of Cain’s anger led
to murder, lying, insecurity, and
alienation from God and family.
No wonder Cain said his punishment was too much to bare
(Gen. 4:13). Before giving in to
the temptation of anger we must
count the cost, because the price
may be more than what we want
to pay.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor of Makarios Worship Center, 464 Church Rd., Madison.
He and wife, Minister Yolanda;
are the proud parents of three
daughters: Noel, Leona and
Leondria. Rev. Collier has received degrees from Criswell
College in Dallas, Texas; Southern Methodist University - Perkins School of Theology; and a
Masters of Divinity from Memphis Theological Seminary; as
well as participated in the Theological Opportunities Program
at Harvard Divinity School in
Cambridge, MA. Rev. Collier can be reached by calling
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or
e-mail him at karab5@live.com

R e i g n i n g
A n n o u n c eme n t s
Mt. Wade M. B. Church, 3752 Dry Grove Road, Terry, MS 39170. You are cordially invited
to come and help us celebrate our Male Chorus Anniversary, Saturday, Oct. 26 at 3 p.m. All
groups, choirs and soloisits are invited to come and help us make a joyful noise unto the Lord.
We look forward to seeing you on this special day. Will T. Jones Jr., pastor. For more information call Tony Bell at 601-878-2323.
The Peacemakers Gospel Singers will observe their 29th Year Police Public Relations program Sunday, Nov. 3, 3 p.m. at 6634 Kennebrew Road in Jackson. Theme: “We are Reaching
Out to Tell You That We Love You.” Program guide, Officer Mark Hodges; Speaker, Rev. K. T.
Hayes of Water Grove M.B. Church, Pelahatchie, Miss.

Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
Last week I
shared my joy
with you regarding being a
proud Jackson
State University
graduate and my
excitement with all of the then
upcoming festivities that were
taking place during Homecoming Week 2013. Well, one
week later, I am still sharing
with you how proud I am to be
a graduate of one of the best
Historically Black College/
Universities ever.
The 2013 Homecoming
Celebration was surrounded
by controversy that was not
imposed by JSU but had a
large effect on my alma mater.
One component of the festivities was missing and it was a
very important part of what so
many people were expecting the customary football game.
Well, basically everyone in
the country knows what happened there but not everyone
understands what evolved as
a result.
A brief definition of homecoming is the tradition of
welcoming back alumni of
an institution. It includes activities such as sports, cultural events and often times
a parade. Well, all of this did
occur but one thing seemed
to outshine all of the other
events: the fellowship of kindred hearts, which became the
prominent motivational point
of the weekend. The university made a wonderful and
wise decision to keep the JSU
family united in fellowship
even though the peak event
of the day (a football game
between rival schools instead
of a scrimmage game between
team mates) had become an
unreachable mountain.
Well, as a member of a family that includes four generations of JSU graduates and a
new generation of biological
loved ones emerging on the
university, as a financial member of the Madison County
Alumni Chapter of Jackson
State University and the National Alumni Association,
as a JSU Development Fund
supporter, and as woman who
knows that only God has control of all that we do, I claim
the victory for the day!
The festivities of the week
began with praising God and
because of that, the momentum of those praises continued throughout what many
predicted would be a unpleasant time to be affiliated with
the university. Well, fellow
alumni, friends, and supporters continued to embrace each
other and displayed the pride
each held in a community that
remained positive throughout
what otherwise could have become chaos.

I shared with you last week
that God was anointing this
celebration and that He did.
As graduates, as students,
as people, and yes - even as
Christians; we often get lost
in trying to understand things
that are beyond us. In this instance, several football team
members of Grambling State
University felt they needed
to deliver a message and they
figured what better vehicle to
use then - the nationally acclaimed university - Jackson
State University - to help get
their message out.
Is JSU going to cancel its
homecoming because Grambling isn’t coming is the question so many people asked
anyone affiliated with JSU
and in my case the answer
was always, “God is building
a stronger fellowship among
alumni so as far as I’m concerned - I’m still moving forward;” and it appears that I
wasn’t alone. The majority of
those who came to participate
in homecoming did just that.
I do believe that it is because we put God first, that
we were able to proclaim the
victory of remaining united
in our battle that was not ours
but one that we were used to
help spotlight.
In all that we do, in all of
the celebrations that we enjoy,
we should never approach it
without acknowledging the
Supreme One, God. Because
of Him, we are able to partake
of so much and because of His
goodness we should never be
ashamed to call His name.
God, I thank you for bringing us together this past weekend and for the days to come.
Thank you for our students,
alumni, and the community
as we all continue to grow
in you both spiritually and
educationally. Thank you for
kindred spirits. Because of
you, the Almighty, blessings
continue to fall upon us; even
if we are oblivious to Your
wonderful works. Thank you,
Lord, for using my alma mater to help share a message of
strength.
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, asks
that you let us help you to
communicate the good news
of our Lord.
Remember the verse that I
often share with you - Isaiah
52:7 (NIV): “How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good
news, who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation, who say to
Zion, Your God reigns!”
Contact Daphne M. Higgins
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or
mail your information to The
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS
39213.
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Controlling your anger before
it controls you (ways we
mishandle anger) - Part VII
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
The
Scriptures teach that
the problem with
most of us is that
we are too quickly
angered and that
once our anger
is ignited, it rages more like an
untamed forest fire first than a
campfire.
James made it clear that our
hot-tempered anger doesn’t accomplish God’s purposes in our
lives. “Everyone should be quick
to listen, slow to speak, and slow
to become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the
righteous life that God desires.”
(James 1:19-20)
When we take our anger into
our hands, we end up destroying
others or ourselves and usually
both. Ultimately, selfish anger
directed toward others will lead
to various degrees of murderous
activity toward those whom we
feel have threatened, hurt, belittled, shamed or controlled us.
(Matthew 5:21-22)
“Get in my way and you’ll
pay” is our motto. Anger directed toward ourselves will fuel
suicidal kinds of behavior that
strip vitality from life. Either
way, anger handled our way always results in devastating destruction.
Repression - We learn early
in life that anger is a frightening
emotion. So we work to avoid it
at all costs. Most often, we end
up pretending we are not angry

in hopes that it will go away and
no one will get hurt. After all, we
reason, anger is not socially acceptable in my church, home, or
workplace.
When a child grows up in a
home where she is regularly subjected to angry, demeaning outbursts from her alcoholic father
toward her mother, she learns
that anger is viciously cruel. She
vows that she will never become
like him. So she stuffs her feelings inside and marries a weak
man who is emotionally dead
and very non-threatening to her.
In later life, this woman will
probably end up depressed because of his lack of meaningful
involvement. Her way of trying
to protect herself failed to bring
her the joy she had hoped.
Much of the depression suffered by individuals today is a
result of anger. Many depressed
people have chosen to shut down
and no longer engage with their
world because they have discovered that all their best efforts to
make life work on their terms
have failed. Nothing works to
give them what they deeply desire, so they quit. It’s hopeless.
That’s a description of the
Prophet Jonah at the end of the
Old Testament book bearing his
name. (Jonah 4:1-10) He wanted God to destroy the city of
Nineveh. Instead, God spared it.
Jonah was angry with God. He
was preoccupied with his agenda
and completely missed the compassionate heart of the God of
Israel. The prophet’s depression

was fueled by his obsession with
his own needs, which blinded
him to the needs of others.
Quick and shallow confession - Very close to repression,
this mishandling of anger too
quickly and easily says, “I’m
sorry. I know I shouldn’t feel
angry. It is sin and it’s wrong.
Please forgive me.” All too often, it is the quick-confession
mentality that doesn’t want
to take the time to understand
where the volcanic energy of
one’s anger comes from or what
it is directed toward.
Yes, we are to get rid of all bitterness, rage, and anger. (Ephesians 4:31; Colossians 3:8) But
to assume that we can simply
will away an emotion with sheer
determination is foolishness.
What we need is to explore our
anger and expose its roots.
Volcanic Expression - Outbursts of anger are aided by the
myth that says, “If you want
to be real, you must be honest
about your feelings. Don’t hold
back. Let the world know what
you are feeling. To get rid of
the pressure that is building up
inside of you, go ahead and get
it out.”
While we must learn to express
our feelings, such expression
must be done with discernment
and regard for others. Those
who express anger without love
are “emotional dumpers.” They
back up their truckload of emotional garbage and unload it all
over your front lawn.
God never gives us the luxu-

ry of expressing our emotions
without regard for damages.
(Ephesians 4:29) In fact, Prophet Amos recorded God’s outrage
against those who vented their
anger without compassion.
This is what the Lord says:
“For three sins of Edom, even
for four, I will not turn back my
wrath. Because he pursued his
brother with a sword, stifling all
compassion, because his anger
raged continually and his fury
flamed unchecked, I will send
fire upon Teman that will consume the fortresses of Bozrah.”
(Amos 1:11)
God alone is in a position to
express vengeful judgment. He
alone is patient, loving and perfect enough to be able to use
anger to give people the punishment they deserve. That is
why Paul told us, “Do not take
revenge, my friends, but leave
room for God’s wrath. For it is
written: It is mine to avenge; I
will repay, says the Lord.” (Romans 12:19)
Next week - How can we handle our anger in Godly ways?
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Crossroads Church of
God in Farmhaven (Canton),
Miss., and is married to Velma
L. Green. He honorably served
in the U.S. Army for 20 years.
Presently, Rev. Green is a member of the National Association
of Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind. He serves as
vice-chairman at the Southeastern Association of The Church
of God, Inc.
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Precious in
His sight

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

I
sat
in
stunned silence
as my student’s
eyes continued
to fill with tears
and she sobbed
uncontrollably.
What started off as a conversation a few years ago where I and
a student shared our thoughts
about the movie “Precious” was
now an awkward conversation
where she worked hard to stifle
the emotions that the movie
raised.
I urged her to come to my office so we could talk in private.
At first, she hesitated insisting
that she just wanted to go home.
Watching her show such raw
emotions, I couldn’t let her go
away crying. After a little more
persuasion, reluctantly she finally agreed to go to my office.
Once in my office, she sobbed
more all the while declaring that
she’d soon be over it and that it
was a mistake for her to see the
movie. She explained that her
mother was just as abusive as
the mother in film. Mistakenly,
she thought that since the physical abuse had happened so many
years ago, she would be able to
watch it. She also said that she
was able to watch it without
breaking down. It was after the
movie was over that fear, anger,
frustration and sadness hit her
all at once.
As she explained her flood
of emotions, I was still not sure
of what to say so I just sat there
and let her cry and talk…and cry
and talk. I offered Kleenex and
few words. At first, I felt like I

should do something more than
just sit and look at her. I wasn’t
trying to tell her that I knew how
she felt but I at least could give
her a safe place for her to share
her emotions.
Just like the lead character in
“Precious,” she’d been through
so much that she didn’t want to
talk anymore. She just wanted
things to change and to be able
to forgive once and for all.
I admit that I didn’t want to
see “Precious” because it dealt
with such dark issues. Even
though I’d never been in my
student’s position, I could show
compassion and bear her burdens. Galatians 6:2 says, “Carry
each other’s burdens, and in this
way you will fulfill the law of
Christ.”
One thing I did share with her
was that even though it didn’t
seem like a good thing, all of
the emotions resurfacing could
turn out to be a good thing. Romans 8:28 says, “And we know
that God causes everything to
work together for the good of
those who love God and are
called according to his purpose
for them.” First, it was a sign
that she had some unfinished
emotions that God wanted to
heal her from. Second, it was
God showing her exactly what
she needed to give to him. She
agreed that God’s love for her
was greater than the pain that
she was going through.
Shewanda Riley is a Dallas-based author who can be
reached at lovehangover@juno.
com or you can join her own
Facebook. For more information, visit www.shewandariley.
com.
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Irish seize blonde girl
from Romanian gypsies
The Associated Press
DUBLIN - Irish police
have seized a young blonde
girl from a Romanian Gypsy
family in Dublin in a move
spurred by a similar case in
Greece.
The government Health
Services Executive said Oct.
22 that it’s seeking court approval to take the girl into
foster care while police investigate her origin.
Ireland’s national police
force said its officers took
the girl out of the Gypsy
home Oct. 21 after the hus-

band and wife
claimed
the
girl was seven
years old and
their own child.
A Dublin maternity hospital
they identified
had no record
of the birth. Nobody has been
arrested.
Police
say Unnamed child found with Gypsy couple
neighbors of the
family reported the case to a Gypsy couple was charged
police after seeing publicity with abduction of a blonde
of the Greek case, in which girl.

Sluggish U.S. hiring shows
effects of budget impasse
By Christopher S. Rugaber
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON - A dim view
of the U.S. job market emerged
Oct. 22 with a report that employers cut back on hiring in
September just before a partial
government shutdown began.
Just 148,000 jobs were added
last month, a steep drop from
August’s gain, though they were
enough to lower unemployment
to 7.2 percent from 7.3 percent
in August. The report bolsters
expectations that the Federal
Reserve will maintain its pace
of bond purchases for the rest
of 2013 to try to keep long-term
loan rates low.
The government’s release of
the September jobs report had
been delayed 2-1/2 weeks by
the shutdown. Temporary layoffs during the 16-day shutdown
will probably depress October’s
job gain. That means a clear
picture of the job market won’t
emerge before November jobs
figures are issued in December.
“The economy is too fragile for the Federal Reserve to
touch,” Sung Won Sohn, an
economist at California State
University, said. “The shenanigans in Congress have hurt confidence and increased uncertainties, most likely hurting both
consumer and business spending as well as hiring.”
Average U.S. job growth has
fallen sharply in the past three
months after a promising start
this year. The economy added
an average of 143,000 jobs a
month from July through September. That was down from
the 182,000 average gain during from April through June
and well below the 207,000-amonth pace from January
through March.
The report “reinforces the impression that the labor market
was losing a little momentum
heading in to the shutdown,”
said Josh Feinman, global chief
economist at Deutsche Asset
and Wealth Management. “The
labor market is continuing to

create jobs. ...It’s just frustratingly slow.”
Stocks rose after the report
was released, in part because
slower job gains mean the Fed
will continue its stimulus efforts. The Dow Jones industrial
average was up about 50 points
in midday trading.
Economists at Barclays now
predict the Fed won’t trim its
bond purchases until March,
much later than its previous
forecast of December.
A tight job market has discouraged many Americans from
looking for work. The percentage of Americans working or
looking for work remained at a
35-year low last month.
The government doesn’t
count people as unemployed
unless they are actively looking
for work. Most of the drop in the
unemployment rate this year has
occurred because many people
have either given up looking or
have postponed their job searches by remaining in school.
The September jobs report
showed that some higherpaying industries added jobs
at a healthy pace. Construction companies, for example,
added 20,000. Transportation
and warehousing gained 23,400
jobs, governments 22,000. Manufacturers added 2,000 jobs.
Lower-paying industries were
mixed. Hotels and restaurants
cut about 11,000 jobs, after
strong hiring earlier this year.
Retailers added 21,000 positions.
The budget impasse didn’t
stop Accumold, which makes
components for medical devices, smartphones and other electronic goods, from boosting its
workforce. CEO Roger Hargens
said the Ankeny, Iowa-based
company filled jobs in September and plans to add up to 65 to
its 185-worker staff in the next
few months.
Hargens said he is seeing
more orders from customers
who are shifting from Chinese
manufacturers to U.S. suppliers.

“There’s a big trend to move
manufacturing back to the United States,” he said. “It’s really
speeding up now for us.”
Last month, average hourly
U.S. pay ticked up 3 cents to
$24.09. In the past year, pay has
risen 2.1 percent, ahead of the
1.5 percent inflation rate.
The government revised its
estimates of job growth in July
and August to show a slight
net gain of 9,000. It said employers added 193,000 jobs in
August, more than the 169,000
previously estimated. But it said
just 89,000 were added in July,
the fewest in more than a year
and below the earlier estimated
104,000.
The deceleration in job
growth was a key reason the
Fed decided in September to
hold off on slowing its $85-billion-a-month in bond purchases.
Many economists think the lack
of clean data will lead the Fed to
put off any decision on the bond
purchases until 2014.
“It reinforces their hesitancy,”
Feinman said of the September
jobs report. “It’s more validation for their hesitancy to taper
in September.”
Many economists say the
shutdown cut $25 billion out of
the economy and slowed growth
to about a two percent annual
rate in the October-December
quarter. That’s down from estimates before the shutdown that
the economy would expand at a
2.5 percent annual rate.
Robert Mellman, senior U.S.
economist at JPMorgan Chase,
forecasts that October’s job
gains will be lower by about
35,000 because of cutbacks at
government contractors and
other companies affected by
the shutdown. Many of those
jobs will be regained in November.
Growth is expected to rise
slightly in the first three months
of next year, as consumers and
businesses make purchases and
investments that were delayed
during the shutdown.
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Facebook works to warn
users about violent content

By Raphael Satter
The Associated Press

LONDON - Facebook announced Oct. 22 it was working
on new ways to keep users from
stumbling across gruesome content
on its website following an outcry
over the discovery of beheading
videos there.
The controversy - which has
drawn critical comment from British Prime Minister David Cameron - illustrates the difficulty of
setting a universal standard across
the social network used by one billion people. Facing sharp criticism,
Facebook Inc. issued a statement
clarifying that violent videos were
only allowed if they were presented
as news or held up as atrocities to
be condemned.
“If they were being celebrated,
or the actions in them encouraged,
our approach would be different,”
the company said in a statement.
“However, since some people object to graphic video of this nature,
we are working to give people additional control over the content

they see. This may include warning them in advance that the image they are about to see contains
graphic content.”
Facebook banned beheading
videos in May but recently lifted
the prohibition - a development
flagged by the BBC Oct. 21. A few
groups have since condemned the
social network for potentially exposing users to the violent content.
Cameron, whose right-leaning
government has unveiled several
initiatives to censor objectionable
content online, said allowing the
beheading videos back on Facebook was “irresponsible.”
Facebook’s administrators face
constant pressure from interest
groups trying to impose their own
forms of censorship or fighting to
lift restrictions they see as oppressive.
Women’s rights groups want
the company to crack down on
misogynistic content; others have
ridiculed Facebook’s ban on the depiction of female breasts. Some believers have urged the site ban what

they see as blasphemous content,
while others decry what they claim
is Facebook’s censorship of pages
critical of one religion or the other.
Violent news content poses
particularly thorny questions for
a website that allows children as
young as 13 to join. Should photos
of heroic rescuers working during
the Boston marathon bombings be
banned because some people object
to the sight of gore? While images
of torture and abuse helped fuel the
rage of the Arab pro-democracy
demonstrators, should they have
been banned for being too bloody?
One free speech group said the
fact that content is hard to watch
didn’t mean it should be hidden.
“Films about beheadings may be
deeply upsetting and offensive, but
they do expose the reality of violent acts that are taking place in the
world today,” said Sean Gallagher
of the London-based Index on Censorship. “When trying to draw a
line about what should or shouldn’t
be allowed, it’s important to look at
context, not just content.”

Chrysler finally starts
shipping jeep cherokees
The Associated Press
DETROIT - Chrysler has
begun shipping the longawaited Jeep Cherokee small
crossover SUV to dealerships.
Distribution of the Cherokees had been delayed while
the company tinkered with
the new nine-speed automatic
transmissions to make them
shift more smoothly.

Two company spokesmen
confirmed that Chrysler began shipping Cherokees Oct.
22 from a factory in Toledo,
Ohio.
Dealers have been anxiously waiting for the Cherokee.
It will compete against the
Honda CR-V and Ford Escape
in one of the fastest-growing
segments of the U.S. auto

market.
The Cherokee replaces the
old Jeep Liberty.
The SUVs were supposed to
hit dealers sometime between
July 1 and Sept. 30. But deliveries were held up while engineers worked out the transmission problems. The fix
involved reprogramming the
transmission’s computer.
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Lester School observes National School Lunch Week

The Mississippi Link Newswire
President Barack Obama
proclaimed the week of October 13-19 National School
Lunch week and Lester Elementary School located at
2350 Oakhurst Drive supported this proclamation Friday, Oct. 18, in their school
cafeteria.
Kindergarten classes showcased their talent using the
theme “From Southeast Farm
to School.”
Emma Harris, committee
chairperson, said she was very
proud of how the teachers
and other committee members worked with the children as they performed skits
and songs for special invited
guests and other classes dur-

ing the lunch period.
Lester School Principal William Merritt was very pleased
to have several distinguished
guests join him and the children for a healthy lunch of
greens, barbecue chicken,
yams, mixed vegetables, cornbread and Jello for dessert.
Merritt
welcomed
the
guests who dined with them
and expressed how pleased he
was with the students’ performances.
Special guests included
Hinds County Supervisor
Peggy Calhoun, Sheriff Tyrone Lewis, Fire Chief Willie Owens, Asst. Fire Chief
Sidney Johnson, Police Chief
of Canton Juan Cloy, Circuit
Court Judge Winston Kidd,

Attorney Tara Walker, JPD
Crime Stopper Coordinator
Jeremy Gordon, Chairman
of Hinds County Democratic
Executive Committee Jacqueline Norris and Publisher of
The Mississippi Link Jackie
Hampton.

Photos by Global interact photography
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Scenes around Jackson honoring October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Photos by Ayesha K. Mustafaa

BOOK REVIEW:

“Rebirth: A Breast
Cancer Journey of
Many, Survival of Few”
authored by Stephanie
Parker-Weaver

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Available at amazon.
com and at http://rebirthalliance.org, author and breast
cancer survivor Stephanie
Parker-Weaver gives what
one reader called “a factual,
true account of a civil rights
activist’s life story told from
the front lines of the battlefields in Mississippi.
“When the battle changes
from fighting for the rights
of others to fighting to save
her own life against breast
cancer, medical science and
faith end up on a collision
course with the outcome of
life or death.”
The Rev. Dr. Joseph E.
Lowery’s post reads, “I urge
everyone who wants an inspired account of God’s unending love for his children
to read this book.
“Stephanie has witnessed
for justice, and spoken truth
to power through many
dangers, toils and snares,
always trusting God to see
her through. Now, she tells
how God moves in mysterious ways to see her through
another kind of peril. Her
strong faith will be a blessing!”
Benjamin Todd Jealous,
president and CEO of the
NAACP, is posted as saying, “Stephanie’s life is one
of courage and commitment.
Here is a story of standing
your ground and fighting for
our future. This book is a gift
to all….”
Dorothy T. Terry, Ph.D.
and former high school English teacher of the author,
said of the book, “Intense, as
well as therapeutic. Stephanie’s story puts life in perspective….”
Corinne Williams Anderson, Ed.D. and senior technical adviser and former
provost/vice president for
Academic Affairs at Tougaloo College, said, “This
book goes to the core of the
reader’s total consciousness
about any experience, either
personal or vicarious, with
any form of cancer.
“Stephanie Parker-Weaver
bares her soul and opens
a window for the rest of us
to see how a true survivor
copes with trauma after trauma. This is a lesson for each
of us who reads her book.”

Carla Thompson
of Statewide Insurance Says

“Join me in
getting your mammogram –

Early Detection Saves Lives”

3073 Lynch street
Jackson, MS 39209
601-353-2421
mat thomas, owner
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East Village Estates symbolic
of a transformative Jackson

Primus Wheeler participates in the indoor groundbreaking
for East Village Estates. Wheeler is executive director of the
Jackson Medical Mall Foundation, which is building the homes.

Miss. Sen. John Hohrn greets Virgie Brown, a
member of the Community Advisory Board for JMMF.

Prepared ground for home sites in East Village Estates on Peter Street off Bailey Avenue.
PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
The lots of red clay are vacant now along a short street
off Bailey Avenue. The property is bordered by weeds,
fences topped with razor wire
and an abandoned warehouse.
However, under the surface,
pipes are already laid on plots
on Peter Street across Bailey
from the Jackson Medical
Mall. Soon foundations will
be poured and framing will go
up for the first of 17 singlefamily townhomes that will be
built in East Village Estates.
This building project by the
Jackson Medical Mall Foundation will yield a total of 44
homes throughout the city.
The foundation held a groundbreaking ceremony Thursday,
October 17, at center court inside the mall because of rainy
weather.
Primus Wheeler said the
project is part of the mall
foundation’s mission to promote economic development
in the city, especially in the
area surrounding the medical
mall.
The $60 million project
has been 15 years in the making, Wheeler said. “We’re on
our way to revitalizing this
area one house at a time, one
street at a time, one business

The East Village Estates groundbreaking inside the Jackson Medical Mall. PHOTO BY TAMEKA GARRETT
at a time, one community at a
time,” he said.
The foundation has spent
years cleaning up the area
and buying up property that
was no longer being used,
putting them back on the tax
rolls, Wheeler said. “Several
properties have been donated
and we have 17 residential
properties ready for development. We’ve had partners to
help along the way - the City
of Jackson, the Secretary of
State and others,” he said.
The housing project was
actually started some years
ago with the construction of

PSA

four homes in the area. Efforts
stalled on that development
but this latest effort jumpstarts
it again. “When a project with
this available property comes
along, a lot of snake oil salesmen come calling,” Wheeler
said, adding that the foundation had to proceed cautiously
with its plans to ensure proper
development.
The development received
$7,535,000 in Mississippi
housing tax credits, said development team member
Clarence Chapman of Chartre Consulting, Ltd. The first
homes are scheduled to be

ready for occupancy in April
or May, 2014, Chapman said.
Mississippi tax credits of
$670,000 have been granted
to help those building the development, said Chuck Morris, executive vice president,
program operations for MS
Home Corp.
The
1530-square-foot
homes will be leased to tenants for $675 a month with an
aim toward ownership in the
future, Chapman said. Tenants must meet HUB and IRS
criteria to qualify for low-income lease rates.
The brick homes will feature 9-foot ceilings, two-car
garages and energy-efficient
windows. Lawn service will
be provided for 15 years.
Co-developers of the project are Larry Haynes, executive director of Mid-America
Development Foundation, and
Roscoe Word.

Justin Word, son of Jason Word of the Mississippi Economic Council, tries
his hand at breaking ground on the carpet at the JMMF groundbreaking
which was held inside the Medical Mall due to inclement weather.
To encourage and assist success in ownership, residents
will be provided counseling
in rules and regulations and
education on employment opportunities. Tutoring will be
provided on site for children.
Mayor Chokwe Lumumba
said, “For the city to survive
and thrive, it must be in the
business of developing affordable housing for its residents.
It must have intelligent urban

planning and make use of resources at hand. And the mall
is an example of that.”
“I’m happy that the Medical
Mall is developing itself,” Lumumba said. “I’m happy that
plans are inclusive of guidance for residents to eventually become homeowners.”
Taking a line from Booker
T. Washington, Lumumba
said, “We must dropped our
buckets where we are.”
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The Mississippi Link: Congratulations to
20 years and ‘press’-ing The Mississippi Link!

The Black Press - Making a
difference in the 21st Century
By Gail M. Brown
Former Editor
As a former editor/reporter/
photographer of The Mississippi Link newspaper and
serving more than four years,
I gained a greater appreciation
for the Black Press and its historic purpose. So as I join my
former colleagues in celebrating The Mississippi Link’s
20th year, I equally salute its
genre - the Black Press.
What a great milestone for
the paper. I learned a great
deal while there and came to
some beneficial realizations
as well, for example, that “objectivity” is not always easy
in the Black Press.
I never shared my struggle
of having the principles of
objectivity as taught in Journalism 101 sitting on one
shoulder and a voice shouting
“advocacy journalism” on the
other. But one day as I was
searching for materials to include in the curriculum for a
high school journalism summer camp that The Mississippi
Link held in 2009, I discovered Stanley Nelson’s documentary, “The Black Press:
Soldiers Without Swords.”
This documentary was a
powerful, detailed and graphic account of the birth of the
Black Press (1827). The following excerpts from veteran
journalists helped tremendously with my dilemma:

Vernon Jarrett: We didn’t
exist in the other papers. We
were neither born, we didn’t
get married, we didn’t die, we
didn’t fight in any wars, we
never participated in anything
of a scientific achievement.
We were truly invisible unless
we committed a crime. But
in the Black Press, the Negro press, we did get married.
They showed our babies being
born. They showed us graduating. They showed our PhDs.
Phyl Garland: The Black
Press was never intended to
be objective because it didn’t
see … the white press being objective. It often took a
position. It had an attitude.
This was a press of advocacy.
There was news, but the news
had an admitted and a deliberate slant.
Hearing these statements, I
realized my ‘war of the twoshoulders’ was unnecessary. I
was trying to fit tradition into
a practice that was non-traditional. When Garland said,
“… the Black Press was never
intended to be objective…,”
that resolved it for me.
I was also reminded of what
The Mississippi Link founder, Socrates Garrett, once told
me in an interview. He said he
started the paper because minority businesses were typically missing from the mainstream media in Mississippi.”
Thanks to publications like

Why we must sustain
the black press: the
need is still great
By Othor Cain
Former Editor

Brown
The Mississippi Link, minority businesses can advertise
without going broke. Children
of color from depressed environments can see themselves
as
successful.
Churches,
schools, colleges, universities, health institutions, social, civic and non-profit organizations can share news
and events with photo highlights.
Front-page headlines hit
hard and soft. Such positivism speaks volumes about the
value of the Black Press, especially since it has become a
player in multimedia formats
(Internet, Facebook, Twitter,
etc.). Long gone are the days
when black newspapers were
smuggled onto trains and secretly thrown off in the Deep
South so African-Americans
could be informed.
A hearty “Happy 20th
Birthday” to The Mississippi
Link. Keep ‘press’-ing!

A quick glance on the web
and I found this quote: “Black
newspapers were once the ‘dominant means of communication
of black culture.’ These papers
functioned as the conduit through
which black news moved at a
time when white America virtually ignored everything of real
concern to blacks.”
When first reading that, I
thought the structure of that quote
should be in reverse order in
2013 and should read, “As white
America continues to virtually ignore everything of real concern to
blacks, black newspapers should
take the lead again and become
the dominant means of communication for black people and our
culture.
I’m reminded that the more
things change, the more they remain the same. The need is still
great for the Black Press to share
our stories, hold elected officials
accountable, celebrate our accomplishments, uplift our communities and create wealth.
The idea of a black owned and
operated newspaper was to give
black people the news through
the lens of their own eyes. Has
our vision dimmed? Do we see
things differently now? My answer is NO.
The Black Press must step

back into the forefront and take
the lead on issues that affect our
lives daily. Another scroll on the
web explains why: “Whenever a
cop kills a black person, it is the
Black Press that is most likely
to present the victim, family and
community perspective to counterbalance the almost universal
defamation of the slain individual
in mainstream media. It is the
Black Press that is most inclined
to question the officer’s motives
and actions and it is the Black
Press that is most likely to keep
the story alive when others have
forgotten or ignored it.
“Whenever blacks face discrimination, in any form anywhere, it is the Black Press that is
the most relied upon organization
to challenge that treatment.
“Even when organizations like
the NAACP, CORE, SCLC, Urban League, etc., tackle the bigotry and racism their members and
constituents record, it is the Black
Press that best informs the community of the work they are doing
and the opportunities they offer.
“When blacks excel in school,
sports, entertainment or the workplace, it is the Black Press that
best spotlights their success.
“When blacks break down
barriers to become the first black
this-or-that, it is the Black Press
that most eloquently extols their
achievement.

Special to The Mississippi Link
Twenty years ago, a new newspaper was being introduced to
readers across Mississippi and in
its infancy, a transformation occurred that one Jackson resident
said helped to put the newspaper
on tract to be considered a powerful messenger for its readers.
The Mississippi Link Newspaper was first published in 1993 by
Socrates Garrett, a friend of Neal
H. Robinson. Because of that relationship, Garrett became like a son
to Neal’s mother Rose Howard
Robinson, a woman who is known
by family for speaking her mind.
“I remember when Socrates
started printing that paper; he
wanted to name it the Missing
Link. The Missing Link, now really, what kind of name is that?
The only thing that would be
missing is people buying his paper
because no one would know what
he was really trying to communicate to the people of Mississippi.
I told him that name wouldn’t be
an inclusive product for all of the
people he wanted to market to and
he needed to change the name to
The Mississippi Link and he did,”
said Rose Robinson.
The 96 year old African American Jackson resident worked as an
educator for years before becoming an administrator at Alabama
State University in Montgomery.
She later became the first AfricanAmerican female vice president at
the predominately black institution. A 1944 graduate of Jackson
State University, Rose Robinson is
also the author of “The Forbidden

Ceiling,” a book
published
in
2011 that details
her journey to the
vice presidency
at the HBCU and
the hardships that
women of not
only her race but
of that era faced.
Her expertise in
connecting with
the public was
the tool she used
when advising
Garrett.
“ W h e n
Socrates told me
about the newspaper, I told him
to pray about that
name because I
knew how important this was
to him. I also
knew how important it was to
make sure that he
got his message Rose H. Robinson and son Neal H. Robinson
out to as many
people as possible and the name state’s borders.
‘The Mississippi Link’ would be
The weekly printed version and
more identifiable than the Miss- the daily on-line edition contains
ing Link. I still don’t know what articles that detail what is happenhe was thinking,” Robinson con- ing in all aspects of activity while
tinued.
also highlighting religious news,
The Mississippi Link has grown restaurants, hotels, and other atto serve as a one-stop source for tractions.
news in Mississippi and beyond.
“Obviously he prayed about it
The staff at the community-based and listened to me because The
newspaper is committed to news Mississippi Link is still a good
stories affecting the people of paper that people enjoy readMississippi and remains focused ing,” Rose Robinson said with a
to share it with those beyond the smile.

Cain
“As long as there is racism in
America, as long as skin color
is a cause for exclusion, as long
as chauvinism, guilt, hatred and
stupidity are allowed to operate
freely in open society, the Black
Press will always have a place, a
presence and a purpose.”
I’m grateful for the opportunity
to have worked at The Mississippi Link and to have contributed
in some small way to its growth
over the years.
As you are celebrating 20
years of providing coverage in
Jackson and around the state, I
say thank you to Jackie Hampton
and the entire staff for giving me
the opportunity to share stories
that made a difference.
From a freelance writer to
managing editor, it was the
Black Press that provided my
growth.

The Mississippi Link: a
thought-provoking experience A name that has stood the test of time
By Deja Abdul-Haqq
Former Editor
“Which would you prefer, Deja?” Socrates Garrett
asked me one afternoon as
he stood in the door of my
paper-drenched office next
to his. “A million $1 clients
or one one-million-dollar
client?”
The question came out of
nowhere. It wasn’t a continuation of a talk we were having moments or even days
ago. But during the short
period I had the honor of
serving as editor of The Mississippi Link newspaper, former publisher Garrett would
do that periodically - ask an
out-of-the-blue question and
wait patiently for an answer.
If I were wrong, he would
laugh that slow chuckle
and walk away. In between
deadlines or while the office
was waiting for a story to go
through its final edit before
sending the finished product
to the printer, I would think
about what he asked. Garrett
was - and is - a thought-provoking man.
My entire tenure at The
Mississippi Link was a
thought-provoking experience - forcing me to evaluate and reevaluate the way I
saw Mississippi and the way
it saw me and how both perspectives were vital to our
quality survival.
I started at as copy editor. Writer Carroll Cannon
told me constantly that I was
horrible at the job. It made
me better; I studied harder
and I wrote more. My stories made print - a couple
of front-page contributions
in the beginning, then more
over time.
It was a job that lived
but never took a breath. On
many press nights because
of late breaking news in the
Jackson area or some other
Mississippi town, we would

pull front page stories to
make room for coverage
with careful answers to questions that other publications
didn’t care to spotlight. A
person can learn a lot about
themselves in the middle of
the night struggling to make
deadlines to accommodate
the faint, tired or emblazed
voices of the unheard.
I can recall nights having
my children in Publisher
Jackie Hampton’s office
making their own newspapers full of crayoned pictures and recollections of
events with magicians and
dinosaurs and other whimsical things pieced together on
paper. She would allow them
to eat candy from a dish she
still keeps in her office while
they “worked.”
The primary motive of
The Link was to provide the
community a platform to express their perspectives and
a cup in which to carry a literary, liquid truth to a thirsty
bevy of readers. Before and
after my employ there, it has
done just that - highlighting
happenings and heartbreaks
and health and homecomings and homegoings and
heated debates and happy
endings that are relevant to
the way we live here in the
Magnolia State.
I have always been a lover
of words. So as a copy editor, a writer and ultimately
the editor of this trailblazing publication, the long
hard work was all worth it.
I believe that I learned more
than I gave - professionally.
The paper was prominently weaved into a national
web of prolific networks of
other businesses and organizations across the country
dedicated to the black perspective. Without dismissing or disrespecting any other idea, organizations like
the NNPA locked elbows

Abdul-Haqq
with The Link and other
like-minded publications to
“untell” “mistold” stories.
The Mississippi Link revealed that there was this
magnificent sea of doctors,
plumbers, teachers, parents,
cooks, lawyers, scientists,
yardmen and detail shop
owners, barbers and stylists, children and elders who
made up the vast body of a
dark and bright “Black Mississippi.”
By being a part of The
Mississippi Link, I became
a professional part of something much bigger - an idea
fastened to an unyielding
truth: “My voice was our
voice. I spoke for us and we
spoke for me.” But personally, it was a blessed, fertile
soil for me to plant my passions. To date, my time at
The Link is still one of the
most pivotal times in my
life.
There were Katrina and
Killen, anti-abortion protests
and mayoral swap-ups, drug
busts and pulpit foolishness
that happened on my watch
and we spoke through it and
to it. It was hard work, but
I am still proud of what we
said through The Mississippi
Link.
Today, I still apply some
of the principles I utilized as
a Mississippi Link writer and
editor: listen first, decide the
most effective angle, be honest and illustrious in your

presentation, be swift and
thorough in your approach,
then listen again to be sure
you got it all the first time.
Also, see yourself in every
living thing; there are millions of us and we all matter.
That’s the answer to every
question, including enigmas
stirred up by Garrett. “You
want a million $1 clients, Lil
Dynamite,” Garrett said, a
name he gave me years ago.

He continued, “One big
money client owns you. He
leaves and your business
has to start over. You may
treat each one of those $1
patrons well, and somebody
is still going to leave but
you aren’t over when they
are gone. And those remaining $1 clients will tell other
people about your business.
And you grow. Respect the
man, but always value the

people; it pays off in a millions ways.”
Here’s to The Mississippi
Link - valuing the people for
20 years and providing me a
priceless place to grow.
Deja Abdul-Haqq - a singer/songwriter/actress
and
blissfully married mother of
three creative “genius” boys
- is the Environmental and
Policy Change Manager at
My Brother’s Keeper, Inc.
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“12
Years
a
Slave”
Chiwetel Ejiofor stars in adaptation

of African-American autobiography

By Kam Williams
Film Reviewer
Solomon Northup (Chiwetel Ejiofor) was a black man
born free in upstate New York
in 1808. A skilled carpenter
and fiddler, he and his wife
(Kelsey Scott) settled in Saratoga Springs where they were
raising their children (Quvenzhane Wallis and Cameron
Zeigler), when their American Dream turned into a never
ending nightmare.
In 1841, he was approached
by a couple of white strangers (Taran Killam and Scoot
McNairy) who offered him a
high-paying job playing music with the circus in Washington, D.C.
However, upon arriving in
the Capital, they instead sold
him to a slave trader (Christopher Berry) who put Solomon

in chains before shipping him
to a cotton plantation in the
deep south.
What ensued was a 12-year
ordeal during which he was
whipped whenever he attempted to protest his plight.
Despite being tortured by
a sadistic master (Michael
Fassbender) determined to
break his spirit, Solomon
managed to not only maintain
his sanity but his dignity to
boot.
Furthermore, with the help
of a kindly Canadian (Brad
Pitt) passing through town,
he was eventually able to inform abolitionists up North of
his dire predicament and was
ultimately reunited with his
very relieved family.
Upon his emancipation in
1853, Solomon also penned
and published a memoir

chronicling the cruelty of his
captivity in explicit detail.
Titled 12 Years a Slave, the
book became a runaway bestseller before it slipped into
obscurity after the Civil War.
Directed by Steve McQueen
(Hunger), the screen version
proves to be a fairly faithful
adaptation of the eye-opening
autobiography.
In a banner year for African-American film fare,
this heartbreaking historical
drama just might be the best
of the bunch. The film has already been generating a ton of
early Oscar buzz, thanks to a
People’s Choice Award coming courtesy of the Toronto
International Film Festival.
Unapologetically graphic in
its depiction of the institution
of slavery’s evils, 12 Years a
Slave contains nary a comic,

Crossword Puzzle

aside ala Quentin Tarantino’s
similarly-themed
Django Unchained.
So brace yourself for
a relentlessly gruesome
endurance test featuring
ever-escalating violence;
a sobering slave narrative
recounting a recorded, reallife case of inhuman bondage.
Rated:
Excellent
(4
stars); R for violence, torture, sexuality, nudity and
ethnic slurs
Running time: 133 minutes
Distributor: Fox Searchlight
To see a trailer for 12
Years a Slave, visit:
http://www.foxsearchlight.com/post/3764/12years-a-slave-official-hdtrailer/

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Ronald Reagan

© Feature Exchange

This Week’s Horoscopes
Your restless need to accomplish more and
break free of present limitations may inspire
you this week.

ACROSS
1. Past
4. Sacred poems
10. Pastor (abbr.)
11. Buckeye State resident
12. Less than two
13. Japanese dress
14. “__ She Wrote”
16. Latest
17. Association (abbr.)
18. Scale note
20. Air Force (abbr.)
22. Tai
26. Grease
29. Scale
31. Mediterranean nation
33. North northeast
34. Hoister
35. Central Intelligence Agency
36. Personal property
37. Snake like fish

DOWN
1. Odor
2. Species’ counterpart
3. Pull__ (sweaters)
4. Stab
5. Bake unshelled eggs
6. Aspire
7. Seabird
8. Neck hair
9. Frozen rain
15. Deoxyribonucleic acid (abbr.)
19. And so forth
21. Diamond feature
23. Therefore
24. Red headed orphan
25. Perfect
26. Stare at
27. Colored part of eye
28. Exited
30. Dried-up
32. Terminal abbr.
© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 6B)

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

Your thoughts turn to love and this is a
favorable time to bring out any concerns
you may have regarding your relationships.
7/23-8/21
Leo

This week, make sure to peruse all business
opportunities available in your area.
2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

Agreements and cooperation can be a little
more easily achieved most of this week.
8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

It is unusual for you to let impatience
begin to take over. So, watch out this
week!
3/21 - 4/20
Aries

Today it becomes easier for you to readily
discuss your personal needs or past
desires.
9/24 - 10/23
Libra

The events of today could see your
romantic feelings taking a real back-seat
for the first time!
4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

You are more aware of beauty all this week
and may want to rearrange your decor or
buy a new wardrobe!
10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

A reunion or meeting with some good
friends might be the catalyst for finding a
great new hobby.
5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

This is a great time to begin implementing
all plans and promises that you might have
made to yourself.
11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

Many financial issues might look much
more promising or brighter this week.
6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

A new health regimen, actions taken to
advance professionally, or anything you do
to move forward goes well this week.
12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

GET YOU R C U R R ENT NEWS ONLINE AT:
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Homecoming festivities carry on
By Tim Ward
Sports Writer

“Homecoming 2013” will go
down in JSU history as the team that
did not play a game. Circumstances
beyond Jackson State’s control led
to the game being forfeited.
On last Tuesday, Grambling State
football players held a meeting with
their administration to discuss the
issues that were pressing to the
team. Their issues included molded
equipment, long bus rides, having
to purchase their own food and
Gatorade, and the firing of former
Head Coach Doug Williams. The
meeting did not go well - prompting the team to boycott football.
They did not show up at practice
Wednesday. Only 10 showed up
Thursday. Interim coach George
Ragsdale was fired and Dennis
“Dirt” Winston took over.
The team was scheduled to leave
Grambling State at 2:30 Friday, but
only 22 showed up. The deadline
was pushed to 3:30, same results.
The buses left with no team, consequently canceling Jackson State’s
homecoming game. Officials from
both schools were extremely disappointed.
It has been said that Jackson
State lost approximately a half million dollars because of the forfeit.
Could be more once fans decide to

get a refund if they so choose.
Well, the game was canceled but
the festivities weren’t. Concerts,
parties, shows, and of course tailgating continued. Many JSU alums
come home for homecoming and
did not want to be disappointed.
Jackson State, to their credit, acted
quickly. A Blue-White game was
added, an extended Sonic Boom
show was added, and Lyfe Jennings, who performed Friday night,
agreed to come to the game and
perform.
Several thousand fans showed up
to partake in the new arrangements.
The Blue-White game was played
basically among the backup players
with the coaching staff not wanting
to risk injury. Alumni band members and drum majors performed
for the fans as well. Lyfe Jennings
performed to the delight of many in
attendance. For those who did not
enter the stadium, they were enjoying themselves at their tailgate parties outside the stadium.
With the forfeit, Jackson State
remains undefeated in SWAC play
and still in the driver’s seat for the
championship game in Houston.
Next up, Prairie View. The game
will be played at Independence Stadium in Shreveport at 4 p.m. This
could be a SWAC championship
game preview. Both teams lead

Players sitting in the stands to watch the band perform.
their respective divisions in the
SWAC.
Here is the information for fans
who want refunds. Everyone who
purchased a homecoming football
game ticket will have the opportunity to receive a refund. Refunds
will be available at the JSU Athletic
Ticket Office at the Lee E. Williams
Athletics and Assembly on the JSU
campus on the following days next
week: Monday, Oct. 21 from noon
to 6 p.m. and Tuesday (Oct. 22) and
Wednesday (Oct. 23) from 10 a.m.
- 6 p.m. A valid 2013 homecoming football game ticket must be
presented during those hours. For
those from out-of-town, valid 2013
homecoming football game tickets

Three of the five JSU drum majors performing

Lyfe Jennings performing for the
crowd

JSU fans in the stadium

can be mailed to Jackson State University Division of Athletics Business Office, Lee E. Williams AAC,
1400 JR Lynch Street, Jackson, MS

39217. Out-of-town homecoming
visitors are asked to include a return
mailing address as well as a daytime contact phone number.

For more information about the
refund process call the JSU Athletics Business/Ticket Office at 601979-2420 or visit jsutigers.com.

Callaway defeats Ridgeland for first time ever
By Tim Ward
Sports Writer

It took approximately eight
years, but Callaway beat Ridgeland in high school football.
They did it in convincing fashion also, 49 to 10.
Adding more insult to injury
was the fact that it was Callaway’s homecoming and the important thing to head coach Darryl Jones is they are still tied for
first place in the district which
determines playoff eligibility.
The game didn’t start off
quite the way Callaway hoped.
They went three and out on their
first possession. Ridgeland got
the ball and went right down the
field. Xavier Marion scored a
touchdown to give Ridgeland a
7 to 0 lead.
Callaway held it together. The
Chargers went down the field
and scored, tying the ballgame
up. From there, their defense
took over. Their toughness took
over. Callaway came out and hit
Ridgeland in the mouth. They
frustrated Ridgeland constantly.

Carlos Ransburgh ran for over 100 and
scored a pair of touchdowns
Shawn Bishop, Ronald Walker,
Breeland Speaks, Aaron Odom,
just to name a few, were relentless.
Callaway got their running
game going. Carlos Ransburgh and Jabari Woodcox
pounded the rock. Both went
over 100 yards rushing. With a
solid night of passing from T.J.

Aaron Odom, Breeland Speaks, Ronald Walker and Jarvis Durham converging on
the tackle

Washington, the Chargers outscored Ridgeland 49 to 3 after
Ridgeland scored first.
Next up for Callaway is Canton. Ridgeland will host Neshoba Central.
Callaway remains unbeaten
at 9 & 0. Ridgeland drops to 5
& 3, but are still in the playoff
race.

Xavier Marion scoring for Ridgeland
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Message from The
White House: it’s more
than just a website

The Mississippi Link Newswire
October 1st, even as the federal
government was shutting down,
HealthCare.gov - the new Health Insurance Marketplace where people
can find and apply for affordable
health insurance plans as part of
Obamacare - opened for business
nationwide.
As you may have heard, the website launch hasn’t gone nearly as
smoothly as it should have. And with
nearly 20 million visits to the site in
the first several weeks, the problems
were aggravated by the website’s
popularity.
But even in spite of those problems, thousands of Americans are
currently signing up and saving
money. Nearly half a million Americans have already applied for health
insurance through the federal and
state Marketplaces.
It’s not hard to see why: Once
people get through the door, they
overwhelmingly like the benefits
and cost of the products available
to them - especially when compared
with the discriminatory private market that was previously the only
game in town.
Some of the best and brightest are
now doing everything they can to fix
the site as quickly as possible. People are working overtime, 24/7, and

we’ve brought in some of the best IT
experts from across the country to
join the team at the federal agency
responsible for running the Marketplace.
As President Obama said Monday, October 21, “Nobody’s madder
than me about the fact that the website isn’t working as well as it should,
which means it’s going to get fixed.”
It’s also important to remember
that the website is not the only way
to enroll. You can dial the call center
at 1-800-318-2596 and apply directly over the phone. Typically, it takes
about 25 minutes for an individual or
about 45 for a family.
You can also find local “navigators” who can help you enroll in person at LocalHelp.HealthCare.gov.
Learn more about what we’re doing to make the site better and enrollment easier.
The President is the first to admit
that the website’s problems are unacceptable. But Obamacare is more
than just a website.
Most Americans already have
health insurance through their employer, Medicare, or Medicaid, and
they don’t need to go to the Marketplace for new coverage. Instead,
the health care law provides new
benefits and increased protection:
Young people can stay on their par-

ents’ insurance plans until they are
26, seniors are receiving more affordable prescription medicine, and
preventive care like mammograms
are free.
So while there are major improvements to make on the new
website, millions of Americans are
already benefiting from the health
care law. And we’re making sure
that those who don’t have access to
affordable health insurance today
can sign up - online, on the phone,
and even in person.
Here are some of the things
we’ve done in the meantime to
make the process easier. Take a
look, and pass this message along to
those you know who are trying to
sign up for health care:
• You can now preview plans and
prices available in your area without
filling out the online application.
• You can find out, with an improved calculator, whether your
income and household size may
qualify you for lower costs on your
monthly premiums and out-ofpocket costs.
• You can apply for coverage 4
ways: by phone, online, by mail
with a paper application, or with the
help of an in-person assister.
Thanks, and stay tuned for more
updates. Stay connected!

Damage assessment of
the U.S. government’s
16-day shutdown
By Congressman Bennie Thompson
MS-02, Ranking Member of the House
Committee on Homeland Security
On October 1, 2013, the federal
government was shut down by a
small majority in the House. For
sixteen days, seniors, veterans, and
other Americans were uncertain
and concerned about the impact the
shutdown might have in their lives.
I am relieved that Americans
are now back to work and that
Congress voted to pay America’s
bills and avoid further economic
damage and default. It is time to
move forward and continue the
important work that our constituents sent us to Congress to do.
The government shutdown
resulted in a furlough of over
800,000 federal employees. And
many Americans were unable to
access essential assistance and
programs. In total, the shutdown
cost our economy $24 billion in
loss of projected annual economic
growth - an estimated $2.1 billion
in government costs, $450,000-aday in lost revenue at National
Parks, and a $2.4 billion in lost
travel spending.
In Mississippi, many local businesses were adversely affected,
and residents feared loss of Social
Security and disability benefits.
More than 1,000 federal workers
were laid off, and the National
Park Service in Mississippi was
closed.
As elected officials, it is our
responsibility to serve our constituents and make the best decisions for the people who sent us
to Congress. Shutting down the
government did not help, but only
wounded the people we serve. For
this reason, on October 16, I voted
to end the government shutdown
and put our government and the
American people back to work.
The purpose of government is
to work for Americans, rather than
against them. Instead of obstruct-

ing the legislative process for political interests, members of Congress
should be working together to improve the government.
Exchanging ideas and arguing
positions is vital to ensuring that
we make decisions that are best
for our country. But using extreme
tactics like shutting down the gov-

ernment while jeopardizing our
economy and well-being of the
American people to force an opinion only advances selfish, political
interests.
I will continue to represent the
Second District of Mississippi by
working on important issues for the
people I represent.
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NAACP announces 68th Annual
State Convention in Jackson
November 7 - 9
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Hear NAACP President Benjamin Todd Jealous’ final farewell to Mississippi as the Association’s chief executive officer
during the Mississippi NAACP’s
Freedom Fund Awards Banquet
on Nov. 9, 2013 at the Masonic
Temple.
This black-tie affair will culminate the state conference’s 68th
Annual State Convention and
Policy Institute, which will take
place in downtown Jackson. The
evening kicks off with a reception
at 6:30 p.m. followed by the banquet at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $50
each and can be purchased from
the Mississippi NAACP office
located on the second floor of the
Temple.
The Freedom Fund Awards
Banquet is just one of the premiere events during the two-day
conference, which runs November 7-9 at the Jackson Convention Complex. This year’s convention theme is “We Shall NOT
Be Moved.” It will focus on the
modern-day attempts to roll back
the progress of the civil rights era
and our efforts to combat those
roll backs.
Voting rights, labor rights, education, and healthcare are just a
few of the hot-button issues that
have come under severe scrutiny
in state and federal politics over
the last year. These topics will
be at the forefront of workshop
discussions. See the full schedule
of events at http://naacpms.org/
MS_NAACP_State_Convention/
agenda-at-a-glance/.
“We are excited to be back in
our state’s Capital for this year’s
convention,” said Mississippi
NAACP State President Derrick
Johnson. “While we have much
to celebrate, we also have much
work to do. This summer, we
honored the memory of Medgar
Evers during the 50th anniversary, and we are preparing to
celebrate another half-century
anniversary with Freedom Summer 2014.
“Yet at the same time, we are
dealing with a mass movement to
subvert democracy as the will of
voters is being completely taken
over. In November, we will educate, re-focus, and explore solutions to the current issues our
communities are facing.”
Jackson City Branch President

Wayne McDaniels said, “This
year’s convention is essential
to creating strategies to continue
the fight against
attacks on our
civil rights.” He
will be host for
the 68th Annual
State Convention.
“As one state,
we shall not be
moved as we
work together Jealous
to not only protect our rights, but also advocate
for equal access to education,
healthcare, and the ballot box,”
said McDaniels.
The 2013 Convention kicks
off with the Leaders’ Luncheon
Thursday at 12:15 p.m. in Exhibit
Hall B of the Jackson Convention
Complex with keynote speaker
Pastor Reginald Buckley of Cade
Chapel M.B. Church. The luncheon is open to the public.
The Ministers’ Workshop,
open to faith leaders, will follow
at 2 p.m. and will highlight the
NAACP Game Changers. These
changers address the major areas of inequality facing African
Americans that are the focus of
the NAACP’s work, including
political, education, economic,
and social equality, and health
equity.
The public is also invited to
join us at 6 p.m. Thursday evening for the Gospel Choral Fellowship and Community Mass
Meeting, taking place at Pearl
Street A.M.E. Church located at
2519 Robinson Road.
Hear the soulful sounds from
Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, Pearl
Street A.M.E., and Westhaven
Funeral Home Choirs, plus remarks from dynamic keynote
speaker, North Carolina NAACP
State President Rev. Dr. William Barber, pastor of Greenleaf
Christian Church in Goldsboro,
N.C.
Other public events include:
“The House I Live In” Screening and Panel Discussion: viewing of award-winning documentary that offers a penetrating look
inside America’s longest war, the
war on drugs, followed by a panel
discussion with criminal justice

and law enforcement officials to
discuss alternatives to incarceration, Thursday, Nov. 7 at 3:30
p.m. in the Jackson Convention
Complex.
Economic
Empowerment
- Benefits of Going Green: national and local experts to discuss
how recycling translates to big
business for small communities;
Friday, Nov. 8 at 9:30 a.m. in the
Jackson Convention Complex
Understanding Chronic Diseases in Black Mississippi:
chronic disease scholars will discuss the facts and solutions to addressing Mississippi’s most common health disparities including
obesity, HIV/AIDS, and Sickle
Cell Disease; Friday, Nov. 9 at 4
p.m. in the Jackson Convention
Complex
The Mississippi NAACP 68th
Annual State Convention and
Policy Institute is supported by
AT&T, Entergy Mississippi, Mississippi Power Company, Rooms
To Go Children’s Fund, UAW,
BankPlus, Liberty Bank, and
Jackson Convention & Visitors
Bureau.
Founded in 1909, the NAACP
is the nation’s oldest and largest civil rights organization. Its
members throughout the United
States and the world are the premier advocates for civil rights in
their communities, conducting
voter mobilization and monitoring equal opportunity in the public and private sectors.
For more information about
the Mississippi NAACP or news
stories, call 601-353-8452 or log
on to www.naacpms.org. Like us
on Facebook by searching Mississippi NAACP and follow us on
Twitter @MSNAACP.
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Garage Sale
Fri., Oct 25th – 7:00 am – 2:00 pm
Sat., Oct 26th – 7:00 am – 2:00 pm
4147 - B Northview Drive @ Triangle Mart
Great Assortment of things.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Bid 2265 – Food Service Warehouse Food Products
Bid 2266 – Food Service Warehouse Paper & Stock Supplies

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until
2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 11/26/2013, for:
RE:
		

GS# 215-033 NEW DORMITORY - PH I
Southwest Mississippi Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be
obtained from:

DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140
Call M-F 8am-5pm

Professional:
Address: 		
			
Phone:		

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) November 14, 2013, at which time and
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and
to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar
days from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed
specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@
jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked
up at the above address.

10/24/2013, 10/31/2013

ArchitectureSouth, P.A.
330 West Jefferson Street
Tupelo, Mississippi 38804-3936
662-844-5843

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Jackson Convention Complex

A deposit of $250.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions
to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all
bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

SMG, manager of the Jackson Convention Complex, has issued a Request
for Proposal (RFP) for Facility-wide Wi-Fi Replacement Services.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

For more information and instructions on how to respond, please visit http://
jacksonconventioncomplex.com/about/business/

10/24/2013, 10/31/2013

10/17/2013, 10/24/2013

LEgal
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson,
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 11/26/2013 , for:
RE:
		

GS# 101-290 Whitney Complex Renovation
Alcorn State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents
may be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:    
		
Phone:		

Atherton Consulting Engineers, Inc. – Jackson
(Jackson, Mississippi, through the Office listed herein)
Post Office Box 16511
Jackson, Mississippi 39236-6511
601-362-6478

A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

10/24/2013, 10/31/2013

LEgal
Advertisement for RFP
RFP - 2013-15 Subject Area Lead Partner for Wingfield High School

Sealed, written formal RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, State &
Federal Programs, Attn: Dr. Abby D. Webley, 101 Near Street, Jackson,
Mississippi, 39203 until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time)   November
08, 2013, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all
RFP’s, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any RFP
if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date RFP’s are opened.  
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge
by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, or downloaded from our JPS
website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us under Current News or picked up at
Jackson Public School District, Business Office, 662 South President St.,
Jackson, MS 39201.

10/24/2013, 10/31/2013

Place an Ad This Size in Over 30
Central Mississippi Newspapers
for Only $450.

MPS

Less than $14 per Publication!
Call Mississippi Press Services
or this Newspaper for More Information
on Network Advertising.
(601) 981-3060

PASS

Sudoku Solution

Cryptogram Solution
Place an Ad This Size in Over 30
Central Mississippi Newspapers
for Only $450.

Less than $14 per Publication!
Call Mississippi Press Services
or this Newspaper for More Information
on Network Advertising.

Crossword Solution
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ANNUAL FACTORY
SCRATCH AND DENT SALE!

Discount
Gun Safe

Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233

Prices start at only $499 For

An American Made Safe.
• 22 Gun Safe...$79900
• 30 Gun Safe...$99900
• 48 Gun Safe...$129900
• 64 Gun Safe...$199900
Over 50 Safes In Stock For
This Sales Event!

Sale Prices Good October 1st - October 31st

Make the Switch to DISH Today
andANNUAL
Save Up ToFACTORY
50%
**

SCRATCH AND DENT SALE!

Promotional
prices
...
arting at only

st

Discount
Gun Safe
Hopper or
Not eligible with
iPad 2 offer.

Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233

ASK
Prices start at only $499 For

ABOUT
HIGH
SPEED
An American Made Safe.
INTERNET
00

PACKAGES
UNDER 50

• 22 Gun Safe...$799
AS LOW AS ....
• 30 Gun Safe...$99900
$
• 48 Gun Safe...$129900
00
for 12 months. Safe...$1999
Requires 24-month
• Prices
64validGun
mo.
commitment and credit qualiﬁcation.
where available

FREE
OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

For 3 months.

Offer subject to change based on
premium movie channel availability.

Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%

**

1-800-319-2526
Sale Prices Good October 1st - October 31st
Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513
All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.
**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming,
2 year agreement and credit qualification.
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

48 Web

j a c k s o n
Dollar General
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Bully’s Restaurant
Revell Ace Hardware
3118 Livingston Road
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
cash & carry
Dollar General
Capitol Street and Monument Street
304 Briarwood Dr
City Hall
Dollar General
219 S President St
2855 McDowell Rd
Garrett Office Complex
Dollar General
2659 Livingston Road
104 Terry Rd
PASS
JJ Mobil
Rite Aid
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
JSU Student union
Rite Aid
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
114 E. McDowell Rd
Liberty Bank and Trust
Rite Aid
2325 Livingston Rd.
6075 Old Canton Rd
lumpkins bbq
182 Raymond Road
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Make the SwitchCAN
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McDade’s Market
A&I
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Northside Drive
Roby Street - Canton, MS
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Boutique Store
Jackson Medical Mall
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350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
mo.
Bully’s Store
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Community Mart
2636Shell
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743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
Pearl,
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Drive
Fryer Lane Grocery
601-939-8233
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ASK ABOUT
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
$
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SPEED
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Design
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GunNorth
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Congress
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$
00
• 48 Upton
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UNDER
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MS
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Murphy USA
Street
Call Now and Ask How110
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Up To
50%- **Canton, MS
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Lacy’s Insurance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
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Sale
Prices Good
October
1st
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Call 7Dr
days(North
a week 8am
- 11pm EST Promo Code:Soul
MB0513 Set Barber Shop
3957 Northview
Jackson)
All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Dollar General
Trailer Park Grocery
2030 N Siwell Rd
22of newWestside
Canton,
Dollar General
Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation
qualifying DISH serviceDrive
with 24-month- commitment
and credit MS
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period,
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you
cancel
service
during
first
24
months,
early
cancellation
fee
of
$20
for each
B Y R A M
4331 Highway
month80W
remaining applies. 46
For iPad 2 offer,
if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies.
3.33x4
Web
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6
Dollar
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo
HD fee waived for lifeGeneral
of current account; requires continuous enrollment
Dollar General
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly
price applies and is subject to change. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS,
125
Swinging
Bridge
Dr.$30. After 3
5990 MedgarFOXEvers
and NBC as partBlvd
of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer:
3 month offer value

ANNUAL FACTORY50%

Hopper or
Not eligible with
iPad 2 offer.

FREE

Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month
commitment and credit qualiﬁcation.

1-800-319-2526

PASS
Dish Network
2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)

Oct20_MCAN

months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc:
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

Commercial Buildings, Houses, Acreage Tracts
and Commercial & Residential Lots
Rowell Auctions, Inc. | 800-323-8388
David C. Hart, MS Broker | In Cooperation with Taylor Auction & Realty, Inc. MS #176
A MarkNet Alliance Member • 10% Buyer’s Premium

RowellAuctions.com

1-800-542-4972
RoyalWindows.com
R
oy
oya
alWindows.com

Savings
s Sale!
S
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S
!
Su
Super
S
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vings

50± Bank Owned Properties

BUY 2 WINDOW
WINDOWS
WSMS, AL & FL

November 13th @ 2:00 p.m.

FR
GET 1 FREE!
REE!

Auction Location: Marriott, 3101 Airport Blvd, Mobile, AL
Online Bidding Available!
Many Selling Absolute!

R I D G E L AN D
Rite Aid
398 Hwy 51
T erry
Mardi Gras Café
106 West Cunningham Avenue
R a ym o n d
Hinds Community College
Welcome Center
505 E. Main Street
Sunflower Grocery
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
Love Food Mart
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
Raymond Public Library
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
Raymond City Hall
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
U ti c a
Hubbard’s truck stop
Mississippi Hwy 27
Pitt Stop
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B o lt o n
Mack’s Café
103 West Madison Street
Bolton Library
Bolton City Hall

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g

Services-Medical

ENGLISH CONTAINER AUCTION
AND ESTATE AUCTIONS.
Columbia
Auction Company. 2-4 Estate Liquidations
Every Month and one English Container
Auction Every Month. For Details Or To
Join Our Mailing List: www.colauc.com or
email colauc@gmail.com 601-7362522. Jennings Gilmore, ML#452.

MILAN EXPRESS OTR CDL Class “A”
Drivers, Guntown, MS, Home Weekly,
Annual Increases & Bonuses. No Hazmat.
Vacation/Paid Holidays. Great Benefits.
www.DRIVEMILAN.com, 800-552-2591 x
3133 or 3187.
NEED CLASS A CDL TRAINING?
Start a CAREER in trucking today!
Swift Academies offer PTDI certified
courses and offer “Best-In-Class” training. • New Academy Classes Weekly
• No Money Down or Credit Check
• Certified Mentors Ready and Available
• Paid (While Training With Mentor)
• Regional and Dedicated Opportunities
• Great Career Path
• Excellent Benefits Package
Please Call: (866) 206-3862
NEW PAY PACKAGE TRACTOR
OWNER OPERATORS. $1,500 Sign-On
Bonus, Tupelo, MS to Detroit, MI.
Reimbursement, Tools, Scales, 2,500 3,000 miles/week. 888-888-7996.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers. MS Press. 601-981-3060 or
your local paper.

NEW AND USED stair lift elevators.
New scooters starting at $799. Warranty
with service. Elrod Mobility. 25-year old
company, A+ rating with BBB. 1-800682-0658. www.myelrodmobility.com

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g

Auction Location: Marriott, 3101 Airport Blvd, Mobile, AL
Online Bidding Available!
Many Selling Absolute!

C L I N T ON
Dollar General
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

Auctions

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Housing and Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

Health HelpMS,
MS
AL & FL
November
13th @ 2:00 p.m.
10/20/2013

HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VowelL’s Market Place
5777 Terry Road

3.556 x 6 48 Web
Dish Network
2x6 Readers Across The State Of Mississippi
Reach 2.2 Million
(Beginning 6/16/2013)

Classes/Training

PASS
50±
Bank Owned Properties

Link

At The Following Locations:

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming,
2 year agreement and credit qualification.
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period,
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies.
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly
price applies and is subject to change. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS,
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30. After 3
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc:
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

3.556x4

M

Pick Up

Discount
Gun Safe
he
ississippi

Discount
Gun Safe

mo.

s
for 12 month

Over 50 Safes In Stock For
This Sales Event!
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ATTENTION REGIONAL & DEDICATED CDL-A DRIVERS! Averitt is GROWING and we need you! Full-benefits and
weekly hometime. Join us today! 855430-8869.
Apply
online
at
AverittCareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer.
CDL TRAINEES NEEDED! No experiFor Sale, Misc.
ence required. Learn to drive for US
Xpress. Train and be based locally! Earn
100
PERCENT
GUARANTEED
$800 per week after sponsored training
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
program. 1-800-350-7364.
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, 3.556
Taylorsville,
x 6today!
481-888-713-1754.
Web
Use Code:
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
45102CSP
or
Health
Help
MS
daily, paid by load. Paid orientation, benwww.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
10/20/2013
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
Welcome. Paid by Mileage. Forest
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
Drivers - CDL-A SOLO AND TEAM
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
DRIVERS NEEDED! PASS
Top Pay and Full
or
call
1-888-727-9844.
Benefits. Even MORE Pay For Hazmat!
New Trucks Arriving Daily! CDL Grads
Services
Welcome.
888-9286011. www.TotalMS.com
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
Drivers - HIRING EXPERIENCED /
for safe and affordable medications. Our
INEXPERIENCED TANKER DRIVERS!
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
Top earners make $.51 per mile! New
will provide you with savings of up to 90
fleet Volvo Tractors! 1 year OTR experipercent on all your medication needs.
ence required. Tanker training available.
Call today 1-800-823-2564, for $10.00
Call
Today:
877-882-6537.
off your first prescription and free shipwww.OakleyTransport.com
ping.
EXPERIENCED FLATBED drivers needDISH TV Retailer - Starting at
ed. Regional and OTR positions available.
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and HighPASS
Pay is 26% to 28% to start.
Call 1-866Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
515-6990 for more information.
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
www.piimx.com
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-3193.556x2
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE. 601-981-3060.
2526.

STUMP

GRINDING
Visit our website
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Craig Sterling

601-248-9399
THERE IS A
BETTER WAY!

Rowell Auctions/Satellite Prolink

Royal Window

48 Web
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Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area and Lowe’s
celebrating neighborhood revitalization with fall festival
By Peggy Hampton
Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area (HFHMCA) and Lowe’s are teaming up to make a difference
in the Mid-City/Georgetown
neighborhood of Jackson. A
$250,000 grant from Lowe’s
is helping revitalize the community as part of Habitat’s
Neighborhood Revitalization
Initiative.
Saturday, October 26 is national “Make a Difference
Day,” a coalition of neighborhood partners led by HFHMCA and Lowe’s, which will
celebrate the recent community improvement projects with
the Mid-City/Georgetown Fall
Festival at Jaycee Park. The
event will run from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m.
Local community groups
and Lowe’s Heroes employee
volunteers from area Lowe’s
stores will assist with the fall
festival, which will include
children’s games, a Do It

Yourself activity booth, music
and refreshments. Admission
is free, along with the activities and refreshments.
HFHMCA was one of four
Habitat affiliates nationwide to
be awarded a $250,000 grant
from Lowe’s to support the
Neighborhood Revitalization
Initiative, a national effort to
better meet the needs of local
communities through an expanded array of housing services and partnerships.
Lowe’s funding and volunteer support will assist
17 families in the Mid-City/
Georgetown area with projects
ranging from critical home repairs to new home construction.
“The work that Habitat for
Humanity Mississippi Capital
Area does in communities is
possible because of the support we receive from dedicated
partners and volunteers,” said
Cindy Griffin, executive director of HFHMCA.
“We would like to extend

our sincere gratitude to Lowe’s
for the grant that has funded
the work done this year in the
Mid-City/Georgetown
area.
We are grateful as well for
the additional partners, many
of whom have longstanding
commitments to this neighborhood. We cannot think of
a better way to observe Make
a Difference Day than by celebrating and strengthening the
bonds with our homeowners
and our partners.”
Lowe’s $1 million contribution is part of the company’s five-year commitment to
Habitat, which includes grant
programs, project funding,
how-to clinics and underwriting for Habitat’s Women Build
program. Lowe’s commitment
to Habitat for Humanity International through 2013 totals
more than $40 million.
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area (HFHMCA) is a nonprofit Christian
housing organization that
seeks to put God’s love into

action by bringing people together to build homes, communities and hope.
Working in partnership with
low-income families and using
volunteer labor and donated
materials whenever possible,
the organization is building
basic, affordable houses that
are then sold to families at
cost with no profit or interest.
A HFHMCA homeowner, with
the help of family and friends,
is required to invest “sweat equity” hours working on their
and others’ homes.
Since its founding in 1986,
HFHMCA has partnered with

more than 580 families to build
homes in the Mississippi capital area. For more information,
to donate or to volunteer, please
visit www.habitatmca.org, or
stay connected at https://www.
facebook.com/habitatmca or
call 601-353-6060.
About Lowe’s: Lowe’s supports the communities it serves
through programs that focus
on K-12 public education and
community improvement projects. The company’s signature education grant program,
Lowe’s Toolbox for Education®, has donated more than
$36 million to 8,000 K-12 pub-

lic schools, benefiting more
than 4 million schoolchildren.
Lowe’s Heroes employee
volunteers support local community projects and our national nonprofit partners such
as Habitat for Humanity, Rebuilding Together and the
American Red Cross.
In 2012, Lowe’s and the
Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation together
contributed more than $30 million to support communities in
the United States, Canada and
Mexico. To learn more, visit
Lowes.com/SocialResponsibility.

Tougaloo Community Civic League and Community Garden
Club hosting “Make a Difference Day Parade and Festival”
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Dr. H.T. Drake, president of the
Tougaloo Community Civic League,
says Saturday, October 26, 2013 will
be a full day of fun, music, food, entertainment, community garage sale,
community garden display and howto tips followed up with recognitions
and prizes.
“Make a Difference Day” is a national day with the largest turnout of
volunteers for community service
scheduled around the world, united
in a common mission to “improve

the lives of others.”
The Tougaloo Community Civic
League and Community Garden
Club are calling on entire families to
come out and line the parade route
starting at 9 a.m. at the corner of
North State and Vine Street. It will
progress eastward along Vine ending
at the Community Festival on Tougaloo’s campus in the Community
Center.
This will be an opportune time to
donate for school supplies – paper,
notebooks, pencils and pens – to

go to community students in need.
Everyone is encouraged to bring
canned goods for the citywide food
drive.
October 26 is also “Roll Off
Dumpster Day,” to fill a dumpster
with debris from the volunteer clean
up of yards and homes.
Featured activities especially for
the children include face painting,
space jump, kids Halloween costume contests, police and fire safety
tips.
Along with being president of the

League, Dr. Drake, who will be 91
years old November 6, 2013, is one
of the coordinators of the Tougaloo
Community Garden created on First
Lady Michelle Obama’s efforts to
promote gardening and healthy eating.
Drake is a life-long resident of
Mississippi and for over 60 years donated his time and energy to community and educational services. He is
a recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award and Outstanding Alumni Brother of the Year Awardee of

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
He has served as a coach, counselor teacher and school principal
and encourages volunteerism to
thousands of all ages. He is a 1950
graduate of Tougaloo College and
also of Indiana University where he
received his master’s degree. He was
bestowed an Honorary Doctorate of
Humane Letters from Tougaloo College.
For more information on the
October 26 activities, call 601-9564367 or email htdrake@att.net

Drake
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Obama’s showdown with
‘Teapublicans’ is just beginning Public officials and those who
elect them are ‘stuck on stupid’
B

By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

Believe it or
not,
President
Barack Obama’s
decision to finally stand up to
‘Teapublicans’
- a Republican
Party hijacked by right-wing
Tea Party zealots - in the latest
standoff over the Affordable
Care Act and the debt ceiling
was the easy part.
Next comes the real fireworks over the budget. And
judging from the past, the
Democrats are likely to wave
the white flag of surrender,
even before the first shots are
fired.
Don’t forget that although
Obama campaigned on the
promise of extending the Bush
tax cuts only for individuals
earning less than $200,000
and couples making less than
$250,000 - which would cover
98 percent of all taxpayers - he
eventually capitulated under
Republican pressure, extending the Bush-era rates on incomes below $450,000 for
families and $400,000 for individuals.
And in his unsuccessful effort to reach a grand bargain
with House Speaker John
Boehner in 2011, according
to leaked confidential documents, Obama expressed a
willingness to support cuts to
TRICARE, the health insurance program for the military
and military retirees, Social
Security, Medicare, housing,
nutritional assistance and other social programs.
Former Labor Secretary
Robert Reich explained why
he, too, feels Obama will cave
in to Republican demands:
“He’s already put on the
table a way to reduce future
Social Security payments by
altering the way cost-of-living
adjustments are made - using
the so-called ‘chained’ consumer price index. It assumes
that when prices rise, people
economize by switching to
cheaper alternatives.
“This makes no sense for
seniors, who already spend a
disproportionate share of their
income on prescription drugs,
home healthcare, and medical
devices - the prices of which

have been rising faster than inflation.
“Besides, Social Security
isn’t responsible for our budget
deficits. Quite the opposite: for
years, its surpluses have been
used to fund everything else
the government does.
“The President has also suggested ‘means-testing’ Medicare - that is, providing less
of it to higher-income seniors.
This might be sensible. The
danger is it becomes the start
of a slippery slope that eventually turns Medicare into another type of Medicaid, a program perceived to be for the
poor and therefore vulnerable
to budget cuts.
“But why even suggest cutting Medicare at all, when the
program isn’t responsible for
the large budget deficits projected a decade or more from
now? Medicare itself is enormously efficient; its administrative costs are far lower than
commercial health insurance.”
Equally troubling are the
signals the president is already
sending on the budget. “Keep
in mind that the budget that
we are going to pass under any
deal is going to be the Republican budget. It will have cuts
that are much more substantial
than Democrats would prefer,”
Obama said in an interview
with New York’s WABC-TV
two days before the government reopened.
“The Democrats have not
asked for anything to reopen
the government. The Democrats haven’t asked for anything for paying our bills on
time.”
The last time I checked,
the Senate and the executive
branch were controlled by
Democrats. Republicans control only the House. And the
only reason they control the
House is because of gerrymandered congressional districts.
In the last election, House
Democrats received more
votes than House Republicans.
So why does President Obama
feel that the nation will be
stuck with a “Republican budget”?
Second, Obama correctly
noted that Democrats have
not asked for anything to reopen the government or raise
the debt ceiling. And as Con-

gressman Gregory W. Meeks
of New York observed, that is
the problem.
Meeks told Politico, “At no
point have we said what our
demands are. All you’ve heard
was what their demands are.
Maybe we should put down
what our demands are or what
we need and what we want,
because there are things that
are important and dear to us
also, and then the negotiations
start from there.”
The tragedy is that Democrats usually won’t stand firm
even when public opinion is
on their side. The Pew Research Center for the People
and the Press conducted a survey in March asking: What is
more important, taking steps
to reduce the national debt or
keeping Social Security and
Medicare benefits as they are?
According to Pew, 55 percent favored keeping Social
Security and Medicare benefits as they are 34 percent
preferred taking steps to reduce the national debt, and 11
percent said both are equally
important.
Yet, Obama is willing to
make concessions on Social
Security and Medicare.
With no demands on the
table, it’s impossible to know
what, if anything, is important
to the Democratic Party anymore. That’s not the case with
the Teapublicans. Love or hate
them, they have clearly and
forcefully stated they want to
privatize Social Security, turn
Medicare into a voucher system, and want deep cuts in social programs.
They have not only articulated their priorities, they have
demonstrated with the shutdown how far they are willing
to go to fight for their misguided beliefs. So what are Democrats willing to fight to the end
for? If you find out, please let
me know.
George E. Curry, former
editor-in-chief of Emerge
magazine, is editor-in-chief
of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association News
Service (NNPA.) He can be
reached through his website,
www.georgecurry.com. Follow
him at www.twitter.com/currygeorge and George E. Curry
Fan Page on Facebook.

Washington football team
should drop the “R” word
By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist

“At a moment
when
President
Obama
and Republican
leaders remain
deeply divided,
this week saw
them come to a bipartisan
agreement on one thing: it is
time for Washington’s NFL
team to stop using a racial
slur and to finally change its
name.” ~ the Oneida Indian
Nation radio ad
About two week ago, as
Dallas and Washington revived their annual NFL football rivalry, they also found
themselves in the middle of an
escalating fight over the name
of the Washington football
team.
In fact, as part of its “Change
the Mascot” campaign, the
Oneida Indian Nation is running radio ads in Dallas and
the other cities where the
Washington football team is
playing this year calling for

D.C.’s team to drop the “R”
word from its name.
This is all part of a larger
movement among civil rights
organizations and political
leaders from both the left and
right who correctly point out
that the term “Redskins” is a
racial slur.
Suzan Shown Harjo, a Native American woman who
lives in Washington and directs the Morning Star Institute, has been leading this
fight and others like it since
the 1960s.
President Obama recently
weighed in, saying, “If I were
the owner of the team and I
knew that there was a name of
my team - even if it had a storied history - that was offending a sizable group of people,
I’d think about changing it.”
He added that he did not believe “attachment to a particular name should override the
real, legitimate concerns that
people have.”
Team owner, Dan Snyder
disagreed. He has vowed to

never change the name and in
a recent letter to season ticket
holders, he called the team
name, “a badge of honor.”
Obviously not everyone
agrees. The controversy has
now gotten the attention of
top NFL officials. NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell recently said, “If we are offending one person, we need to be
listening and making sure that
we’re doing the right things to
try to address that.”
And officials of the Oneida
Indian Nation and the NFL are
scheduled to meet in November to discuss the issue. Consistent with our commitment
to equality and the dignity of
every human being, the National Urban League stands
with all those demanding the
Washington football team stop
using the R word.
Ray Halbritter, leader of
the Oneida Indian Nation, recently stated his opposition
this way: “Let’s be clear, the
R word is defined in the dictionary as an offensive term.
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By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

“It is hard to
imagine a more
stupid or more
dangerous
way of making decisions
than by putting
those decisions in the hands
of people who pay no price
for being wrong.” - Thomas
Sowell
Why do we keep electing
the same people to the same
office year after year, putting
them in charge of our lives,
despite
having
absolute
proof that they have not, are
not, and will not work in our
best interests?
The debt ceiling Kabuki
Theater is yet another in a
long line of what we have
seen before - just a few
months ago - in our so-called
“government of, by, and for
the people.”
We, the electorate, are just
stuck on stupid. We have
elected what has literally become an aristocracy to rule
over us. They play games
with our lives by trying to
trump one another with their
pompous speeches and protestations.
All the while, they are becoming millionaires and, to
add insult to injury, they are
not subject to the rules they
make to govern us. As the
opening quote suggests, they
pay no price and feel no pain
from their ridiculous wrangling, debating, and decision-making.
They stroll out every now
and then to give us their “insights” on what is going on
in the “hallowed” halls of
Congress, but then return to
do nothing for us.
For them, however, they
continue to draw their pay
checks, play golf, laugh and
joke, and live off the public
coffers by working for a government many of them say is
the problem. What does that
scenario say about those of
us in the proletariat class?
Thomas Jefferson said,
“When government fears the
people, there is liberty. When
the people fear the government, there is tyranny.”
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So what do we have, folks?
Fear or tyranny? I know one
thing we do have is anger. In
some cases we have hopelessness, despair, and desperation as well.
People are out of work,
children are out of food,
and families are out of time,
while the men and women on
Capitol Hill make decisions
affecting our lives. But they
are exempting themselves
and their children from the
consequences of those decisions.
Have we come to the point
where the inmates are running the asylum? Many U.S.
citizens are in fear for their
very survival now, and our
Washington elites are conducting political business as
usual. This would mean they
are merely moving from one
crisis to the next and asking
us to vote for them the next
time around.
Why should we? The shenanigans we see on a national level also take place locally. The “bi-polar electorate”
continues to put people in
office who have demonstrated incompetence, a lack of
business acumen, and a total
disregard for the people who
elected them.
These we elect only come
around when they want our
votes, and many of them
have absolutely nothing of
substance to show for their
previous stint of ruler-ship
over us. Yet, we will allow
ourselves to be swooned
and swayed to vote for them
again, for the simplest of
reasons, knowing they have
failed us in the past.
In
Cincinnati,
voters
passed a law that now allows
council members to reign
for four years instead of
two years. That means voters will have to suffer twice
as long under the ineptness,
the self-interest and pompous attitudes of individual
politicians, and the myriad
of financial crises that now
plague the city. That is, unless the voters elect folks
who are not only concerned
but competent, and candidates who have demonstrated their professional abilities
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and willingness to tackle and
solve tough issues.
The ridiculousness of political engagement must stop,
especially among black people. We must be informed to
the degree that no one can
simply hand us a flyer with
a list of candidates for whom
we should blindly vote.
We suffer the most from
political incompetence and
disregard, yet we are so loyal
to those who do us wrong; we
keep coming back to them the
way an abused spouse keeps
returning for more abuse.
We keep electing folks who
make empty promises and
lay out nebulous solutions
that, in the end, never benefit us. We keep listening to
and believing political hacks
that are only in the game for
their own self-enrichment, as
they lead us to the cliff and
then step aside to allow us to
plummet to the rocks below.
The black electorate needs
the most from politicians but
obtains the least; our families
are at the highest risk from
do-nothing politicians; and
we are the ones most affected
by cuts, layoffs, pension fund
reductions, and all the other
negative aspects of political
control.
Don’t you want local and
national politicians who are
competent, solution-oriented, and have the “audacity”
to buck the status quo to get
things done?
Ultimately, despite politics as usual, our caveat is
clear: We must “seek for
ourselves,” as Richard Allen
told black folks back in the
1700s. As someone said, “A
government big enough to
give you everything you need
is a government big enough
to take everything you have.”
Wake up. Vote intelligently!
Jim Clingman, founder of
the Greater Cincinnati African American Chamber of
Commerce, is the nation’s
writer on economic empowerment for black people. He
is an adjunct professor at the
University of Cincinnati. He
can be reached through his
website, blackonomics.com.

courtesy of BlackCommentator.com
It was the name that was
used against our people when
we were forced off our lands
at gunpoint. So it has a sordid history and it’s time for a
change.”
He added, “History is littered with people who have
vowed never to change something - slavery, immigration,
women’s rights - so we think
one thing that’s really great
about this country is when

many people speak out,
change can happen.”
The Dallas vs. Washington
football game was played on
the eve of Columbus Day, another reminder of the legacy of
discrimination and oppression
inflicted on Native Americans.
Demanding the Washington
football team remove the “R”
word from its name is a simple request for respect. As the
Oneida Indian Nation radio ad

states, “This country may be
politically divided … but we
should all be able to agree that
racial slurs are unacceptable,
and they shouldn’t be used to
market this country’s capital
city. “We deserve to be treated
simply as what we are: Americans.”
Marc H. Morial, former
mayor of New Orleans, is
president and CEO of the National Urban League.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Environmental Technical Sales, Inc.
ETEC proudly recognizes
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
and congratulates The Mississippi Link
for 20 Years of Service.
Sam Agnew

Mike Todd

sagnew@etec-sales.com

mtodd@etec-sales.com

7731 Office Park Blvd. Baton Rouge, LA 70809 • 405 Briarwood Drive, Suite 108A • Jackson, MS 39206
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Congratulations to
The Mississippi Link for
20 Years of Service
to the Community!

JACKSON
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

AUTHORITY

Operating both:
Jackson - Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport and Hawkins Field
P.O. Box 98109
Jackson, MS 39288-8109
visit us at www.jmaa.com
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piggly wiggly
October 23 - 29, 2013

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
USDA CHOICE BONELESS

FRESH

SHOULDER
ROAST
$ 99

FRESH FRYER

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS
$ 49

2

BONELESS
BREAST & TENDERS
$ 49

2

PER LB.

2

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

USDA CHOICE BONELESS

PER LB.

FAMILY PACK FRESH

BONELESS
SIRLOIN STEAK

SHOULDER
STEAK

SIRLOIN
PORK CHOP

$ 99

$ 49

$ 39

4

3

PER LB.

1

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

FRESH FROZEN

PER LB.

18 PIECE

PIGGLY WIGGLY

BABY BACK
PORK RIBS

VARIETY PACK
CHICKEN

SLICED
BACON

$ 99

$ 49

$ 99

2

1

PER LB.

12 OZ. PKG.

KRAFT DELUXE

SAVE ON

COKE PRODUCTS MAC & CHEESE
DINNERS

DOMINO
SUGAR

/ 11
12 PACK 12 OZ. CANS

3 $

1

4 LB. BAG

$ 99

/4
14 OZ.

2 $

FRESH PRODUCE

GALA, RED OR GOLDEN WASHINGTON GROWN

FLORIDA
ORANGES

99
PER LB.

CRISP GREEN

CABBAGE

39

¢

¢

2

4 LB. BAG

$ 99
FRESH LARGE GREEN

BELL PEPPERS

/1
EACH

2 $

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

1
MARGARINE 77¢
BISCUITS 99¢
2$
CHEESE
/4
$ 99
JUICE
2
VEGETABLES $129
$ 99
FILLETS
2
2$
TOAST
/4
DINNERS 88¢
PIZZA ROLLS $299
CHOCOLATE DELIGHT

$ 79
DRINK
....................................
GALLON

PIGGLY WIGGLY SPREAD QUARTER

1 LB. .....................................
PILLSBURY GOLDEN & GRANDS

10.2 - 12 OZ. .............................
PIGGLY WIGGLY AMERICAN

INDIVIDUAL WRAPPED 12 OZ. ..........
MINUTE MAID ORANGE

59 OZ. .....................................
PICTSWEET SELECT

14 - 16 OZ. .................................

SWEET

APPLES

PER LB.

2

PER LB.

GRANULATED

1574 West Governement Rd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

MRS. PAULS BREADED FISH STICKS OR

10.1 - 11.4 OZ. .............................

COLE'S BREAD STICKS, GARLIC BREAD OR TEXAS
10.5 - 16 OZ. .............................

16 OZ. NATURES

GREENS

/4

MUSTARD, TURNIP, COLLARD

2 $

ASSORTED BANQUET

4.66 - 10.25 OZ. ........................
ASSORTED FLAVORS TOTINOS

17.4 - 19.8 OZ. ...........................

