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Flint’s Weaver
speaks at Tougaloo
Convocation

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Contributing Writer

Tougaloo College celebrated its Founders’ Convocation
Oct. 16, in the historic Woodworth Chapel.
Culminating the week of
activities, Tougaloo welcomed alumna (class of
1981) and mayor of Flint,
Mich., Karen Weaver, Ph.D.,
as the 2016 Founders’ Convocation guest speaker. She
is also the city’s first female
mayor.
Weaver was born in Flint
where she was elected as its
mayor in November 2015,
during the heat of the city’s
water scandal that revealed
its drinking water was poisoned with high levels of lead
and other toxins.
Being asked to speak at
Tougaloo’s Founders’ Convocation, Weaver said “ranks
at the top of my experiences;
I’m honored and thankful to
be back at Tougaloo.”
She focused on the crisis
in Flint and how the city got
to the point of first being under emergency rule and then
the revelations of poisoned
drinking water, when the city
trustees decided to shift the
water source away from Lake
Michigan to the Flint River.
“First,” she said, “power
was taken away from the
mayor, city council of the
‘majority-minority’ city. The
governor of Michigan put the
city in receivership and began
to sell off its assets, including
its golf courses, water pipe-
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Community forum planned Nov. 3 on several issues

Karen Weaver, mayor of Flint,
Mich., and Tougaloo alumna,
was the guest speaker for the
college’s Founders’ Convocation
Oct. 16. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
lines and lawn mowers.”
Weaver said, “We lived under a third world dictatorship
with no input about where
our taxes went. All city workers were fired and then some
rehired at double pay.”
Weaver said she “put some
skin in the game” when she
decided to run for mayor.
“Every day there was a protest. Children had rashes, and
their hair was alling out. The
smell of the water was awful.
And at the same time those
city council members were
telling the people, ‘the water
is fine.’”
Then she found out the
same people had stopped
drinking the water a year earlier, opting to bring in bottle
water for themselves and
their families.

Convocation
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3 credit agencies
will end deceptive
marketing in
Mississippi
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Attorney General Jim Hood announced Oct.
19, that the nation’s three major credit reporting agencies will overhaul their business practices and offer Mississippians unlimited access
to free credit reports over the next three years
in order to resolve Hood’s investigation into
the agencies’ mistakes on credit reports and
deceptive marketing activities.
The agencies were accused of putting their
own interests ahead of those of Mississippi
consumers by failing to properly verify debts
and failing to delete paid or expired debts from
credit reports.
The credit reporting agencies, Experian,
TransUnion and Equifax will pay the state a
total of $7.175 million. Starting in November,
Mississippi residents will be eligible to receive
unlimited free credit reports for three years,
one free FICO credit score every year for three
years, in addition to other benefits provided by
the credit bureaus under terms of settlements
with Hood.
The three credit reporting agencies compile
and sell credit reports on almost every Mississippi adult. The reports are the basis for determining whether and on what terms consumers
are offered credit cards, student loans, auto
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Fight to change state
flag continues
October 20 - 26, 2016
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Duvalier Malone begins a press conference asking for Gov. Phil Bryant to apologize for not removing the Confederate emblem from the state flag.
PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor
Mississippi native and community activist Duvalier Malone
is not backing down efforts to
change and/or remove the state
flag, which bears the Confederate
emblem.
On Oct. 13, Malone and several
state and local leaders gathered on
the state Capitol steps asking for
an apology from Gov. Phil Bry-
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April as Confederate Heritage
Month. By Malone’s assessment,
the October declaration doesn’t
mean much on the governor’s
part.
“How long are we going to continue with the cliche of calling traditional months without action,”
Malone said. “An apology comes
with action.”
Admittedly, Malone and supporters did not anticipate actually
receiving an apology from Bry-

JSU candlelight vigil set
to honor Devon Mannery
From staff reports
Family and friends as well
as the Jackson State University
community continue to mourn
the passing of Devon Mannery,
who was killed in a car accident along I-55 in Madison the
morning of Oct. 17.
Mannery, 20, of Jackson was
a part of JSU’s Sonic Boom of
the South Marching Band and
on the drumline.
A candlelight vigil will take
place at 7 p.m. Oct. 20, at Amphitheater B in front of Jacob
L. Reddix Hall on campus.
In addressing band members
about Mannery’s passing, JSU
Band Director Roderick Little
said, “Mr. Mannery played
in the percussion section in
which he was a major asset
and a young man with a very
promising future. Although he
did not participate in band this
year, he is still, very much so, a
part of our Sonic Boom family.
I can imagine that the percussion section will feel this the
most, so support them even
more.
“If I had all of the answers of
the way of the world I’d share,
but I do not. Some things are
not meant for us to understand

Jackson Public
Schools announces
scholars for the week
of Oct. 4-11

100 Black Men
of Jackson holds
20th anniversary
celebration

ant for all the decisions made at
the Capitol that continue to cause
racial division and negatively impact the state.
Malone noted how earlier this
month Bryant declared October
Racial Reconciliation Month in
Mississippi in an effort to break
down barriers between races and
encourage helpful dialogue to
promote stronger relationships.
But during February – Black History Month – Bryant proclaimed
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Kevin Hart
kills in new
stand-up
‘What Now?’
Page 19
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Alcorn State
releases NCAA
infractions report

Mannery PHOTO FROM FACEBOOK
to maintain the natural order
of things. I am planning to pay
tribute to him, and also those
we’ve lost along the way, in
the future.”
A public visitation is set for
1-6 p.m. Oct. 21, at Jackson
Memorial Funeral Service,
1000 W. Woodrow Wilson

ant; however, the request sheds
light on the ongoing debate.
Malone asked the audience to
consider the lives of Emmett Till
and Medgar Evers.
“It’s not good enough for us to
put an Emmett Till Interpretive
Center in the Mississippi Delta
with us not creating action; action
meaning remove the Confederate

Ave. in Jackson. Family hour
is from 6-7 p.m.
The funeral is set for 11
a.m. Oct. 22 at Word & Worship Church, 77 Jeff Stallworth
Way, I-220 in Jackson. Interment will take place at Garden Memorial Park, 8001 U.S.
Hwy 49 in Jackson.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The National Collegiate Athletic Association
Division I Committee notified Alcorn State University on infractions that the university failed to
monitor its progress-toward-degree certification
process when it improperly certified several ineligible student athletes for competition.
The NCAA discovered the incorrect certifications during an
NCAA Division I Academic Performance Program audit. It was
discovered that the panel found
the university did not provide
adequate rules education to its Rankins
academic advisors, which resulted in the school
failing to monitor its certification process.
The NCAA imposed a two-year probation period, a vacation of records for games in which
ineligible student athletes competed and a
$5,000 fine.
The case involved unintentional violations
of the NCAA’s progress-toward-degree certification legislation that resulted in 26 ineligible
student athletes being allowed to compete in
athletic contests from 2011-12 through 2014-15
academic years.
The violations occurred in 11 sports: men’s
basketball, men’s and women’s tennis, baseball, men’s and women’s cross country, football,
women’s soccer, softball, men’s and women’s
track and field and women’s volleyball.

Alcorn

Continued on page 4
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Rep. Thompson honors Vietnam
veterans during pinning ceremonies
PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY

Oct. 14, U.S. Rep. Bennie G. Thompson (D-MS) announced he had joined the U. S.
Vietnam War Commemorative Partners Program. The U.S. Vietnam War Commemoration
program was authorized by the 2008 National Defense Authorization Act to honor the
50th anniversary of the Vietnam War. As a Commemorative Partner, Thompson hosted
events that demonstrate the nation’s gratitude to and respect for Vietnam veterans and
their families. The events thanked and honored Vietnam War veterans, prisoners of war,
personnel missing in action and their families for their contributions and sacrifices.
“Vietnam was one of the costliest and divisive wars that this country has ever seen and
the veterans who stood up to answer the call of service should be honored and appreciated.
This 50th anniversary commemoration is our way of saying ‘thanks’ to the Vietnam
veterans in the Second Congressional District of Mississippi,” said Thompson.
Two pinning ceremonies were recently held. The first was in Greenwood at the
Greenwood Leflore Civic Center at Oct. 14. The second took place from Oct. 14, at the
Mississippi War Memorial Building in Jackson. The guest speaker for the ceremony was
Major General Arnold Fields of the U.S. Department of Defense. Thompson offered
closing remarks and words of recognition during the event.
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Gibbs sworn in as House
Representative of District 72
The Mississippi Link Newswire
On Oct. 14, Debra Hendricks Gibbs took the oath of
office to represent District 72
in the Mississippi House of
Representatives.
Gibbs was elected on Sept.
14, in a special election runoff. She will finish the term
of Kimberly Campbell, who
stepped down in May to become state director of the
AARP.
Family, friends and constituents of District 72 filled
the House chamber to see
Gibbs sworn into office. The
Kirsey Middle School choir
began the ceremony with patriotic tunes. Gibbs said she
believed it was important
to share the occasion with
young people of her district
to inspire them to work hard
and achieve great things.
Gibbs is an attorney and
previously served on the
Mississippi Workers’ Compensation Commission. She
also served as an educator
and founding director of the
Center for Professional Development in the School of
Business at Jackson State
University, and as the director of the Department of Accounting and Finance for the
Department of Human Services.
She is the wife of Attorney
Robert L. Gibbs and has two
children, Ariana and Justis.

Family members of Debra Gibbs stand by her side as Speaker of the House Philip Gunn
leads Gibbs in the oath of office.

Kirsey Middle School Choir. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Debra Gibbs’ swearing-in ceremony included speeches from several family and friends.
Pictured are (from left) Speaker of the House Philip Gunn, the Rev. Ronald Patton, Robert
L. Gibbs, Debra Gibbs, Ariana Gibbs, Justis R. Gibbs II and Johnnie Patton.
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loans, mortgages or rental
housing. The information on
the reports may impact the security clearance of a member
of the military, or it may be
the difference for employers
in determining whether to offer someone a job.
“There are few documents
more important than credit reports to borrowers, students,
homeowners, tenants, job candidates and service members,”
Hood said. “Unfortunately,
these corporations put their
business interests ahead of the
best interests of Mississippians. These corporations were
too busy making money and
listing debt that they didn’t
bother to take the time to delete errors or verify whether
the debts were correct. Even
worse, consumers had to fight
tooth and nail to get these
significant errors corrected.
When Mississippi families
were denied loans due to these
errors and omissions, it was
almost impossible for them to
get a live person on the phone.
When they finally reached a
live person, it was even more
difficult to get the errors or
omissions corrected on just
one credit report, much less
the other two.”
Hood launched an extensive investigation into credit
reporting practices in 2013
after his office received numerous consumer complaints
about credit report errors and
difficulty in correcting those
errors. Of particular concern

“Unfortunately, these corporations put their
business interests ahead of the
best interests of Mississippians.”
– Attorney General Jim Hood

to Hood were errors in the reporting of information related
to public records – such as
civil judgments and tax liens.
In many instances, the agencies were attributing one person’s public record to another
person. They also failed to
update public records information when a civil judgment,
for example, had been paid or
dismissed.
In addition, the agencies
had no procedure in place to
comply with a Mississippi law
that extinguishes certain debts
after three years. The agencies were routinely including
extinguished debts in credit
reports for Mississippians.
Hood also discovered that
Experian and TransUnion
were engaging in deceptive
marketing and sale of subscription credit monitoring
services. Many Mississippians – lured by the promise of
a “$1 credit report” or “free
credit score” – were automatically enrolled in an expensive
monthly credit monitoring
service that they did not want
and did not know about.
“Over the last three years,
we have worked to end these
problems and ensure that none
of these practices will be allowed to continue in Mississip-

pi,” Hood said. “I encourage
consumers to take advantage
of the services being offered
by the agencies, such as the
free, unlimited access to credit
reports. Knowing your credit
score and understanding your
credit report helps protect you
against errors, and it can be
valuable in making important
financial decisions.”
Equifax will launch an education initiative in Mississippi called “Feel Good About
Credit,” to educate consumers
about credit and help them improve their financial lives. The
initiative will help empower
consumers to be their financial
best through advertising using
emojis and an interactive quiz.
TransUnion will promote
the free benefits to consumers
through print, digital radio and
social media advertisements.
Hood also advised Mississippians that many consumers
will receive an email message
from inquiries@MississippiCreditReportSettlement.com
in the coming days announcing the consumer is entitled to
sign up for and receive free,
unlimited credit reports and
annual free FICO scores. This
email is not spam, but is a benefit obtained by the Attorney
General for Mississippians.
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Then the medical community began to see test results in
babies come back with alarming levels of lead – sometimes
double or triple levels before
the change in the water supply
to the Flint River.
At that point, Weaver said
she issued an “emergency declaration,” although the city still
was not under home rule.
When the National Guard
was called in to deliver water
to the residents, she said her
complaint was: “Why not use
young boys and people of the
community to do that and make
a few dollars for themselves.
Why not then let them work
in an apprenticeship with pipe
fitters to repair the city’s waterline?”
She referenced Republican
candidate Donald Trump’s
message to the black community, “what do you have to lose,”
to which she replied: “Everything!”
She said Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton was instrumental in the charge to restore
Flint’s drinking water integrity.
The next battle for Weaver
was when the public school
system said it would hold back
students who did not perform
at a third-grade level. This she
said was an insult for students
who were now plagued with
high levels of lead in their system.
Weaver said, “If we (African
Americans) voted at 50 percent,
if we showed up at the polls …
politicians cater to those who
vote; they ignore those who
don’t.”
After the mayor’s address,
Tougaloo President Beverly
Hogan said, “Tougaloo remains
a special place for democratic
ideals, as evident in our speaker today. Tougaloo is a transformative power in America’s
democracy.”
Weaver was also welcomed
by Derrick Johnson, also a Tougaloo alumnus and executive
director of the NAACP Mississippi chapter.
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Karen Weaver is shown with Derrick Johnson, who presented her a
protriat of Medger Wiley Evers and the ship named in his honor on
behalf of the MS State Conference NAACP. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
The mayor was introduced
by her fellow alumna and sorority sister, Glenda Crump,
who now serves as operations
officer of the Mississippi Public Health Institute.
Weaver graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in psychology from Tougaloo and later
obtained her master’s degree
from Long Island University,
in Brooklyn, N.Y. She received
her doctorate in clinical psychology from Michigan State
University.
She has held several leadership positions such as director
of Behavioral Services at Mott
Children’s Health Center from
2000-201, chief operating officer of Ennis Center for Children
from September 2012-March
2014 and is currently the owner
of Shea Lavelle Boutique, a
specialty store for natural skin,
hair and body products.
Currently she serves on the
following boards: The Flint
and Genesee Chamber of Commerce Operating Board, Downtown Development Authority,
Michigan Economic Develop-

ment Corporation, Flint Institute of Arts and as past president of the Pierians Inc., Flint
Chapter.
Weaver has served as the
Flint NAACP Freedom Fund
Chair since 2012. She is a
member of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc.
A section of Woodworth
Chapel was filled with Weaver’s family members, many
who have ties to Mississippi.
“My philosophy of life is: I
can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13),” said Weaver.
“From a child up, my parents always inspired me to be
a leader and stand up for what
I believe in. They taught me
the importance of having God
in your life first and foremost
love of family and being active in your community,” she
added.
At the revelation of the water woes of Flint, Tougaloo
students, staff, faculty and administrators held a rally to get
water to the troubled city.

Speakers for the press conference included Rep. Kathy Sykes (from left), Edelia “Jay” Carthan, Duvalier
Malone, Rob Hill, Valeria Sims-Griffin and Ignacio Zambrano.
flag from the state of Mississippi immediately. That’s what an
apology is,” Malone said. “It’s
not enough for us to say we have
a Medgar Evers Museum at his
home but a true apology is us
coming together here at the Capitol removing the Confederate
flag from Mississippi.”
Speakers at the event included
Rep. Kathy Sykes, Edelia “Jay”
Carthan, Ph.D., Rob Hill, Valeria
Sims-Griffin, Ignacio Zambrano
and Maisie Brown.
Brown, an activist and student at Jim Hill High School in
Jackson, called for an apology
from Bryant not only for the flag
but also “for failing the students
that he governs.” Brown talked
about chipped walls, old books
and outdated technology at her
school due to lack of funding.
“Along with eduction, the flag
has become a hot topic, and he
loves to run back and go to the
ballot from 2001. Well, sorry to
tell you, but a lot of things have
changed since the year 2001,”
Brown said. “This flag will be
taken down.”
Those gathered also heard
from Carthan, an assistant professor at Tougaloo College, who
is a cousin of Till.
Carthan recounted the story of
Till’s visit to Mississippi in 1955
to visit relatives. Though Till’s
mom had warned him about the
racial climate of Mississippi, he
reportedly in an effort to impress
his friends said “Bye Baby” to
Carolyn Bryant, a white woman,
after paying for his candy at Bryant’s Grocery Store in Money,
Miss. Some historians report Till
whistled at her. Days later, Bryant’s husband, Roy, and his halfbrother, J.W. Milam, abducted
Till from his uncle’s house in the
middle of the night. Three days
later Till’s body was found in
the Tallahatchie River. He had
been beaten, shot and wrapped in
barbed wire that was attached to
a cotton gin fan.
“Most people don’t know this
history, so I’m standing here asking for an apology on behalf of
the Till family and the Carthan
family,” said Carthan.
Mamie Carthan Mobley was
Till’s mom. The open-casket funeral she had for her son drew

Rep. Kathy Sykes talks to the media about the need to change the Mississippi state flag. PHOTOS BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
national attention. Till’s murder
served as a catalyst to the Civil
Rights Movement.
Carthan connected Till’s murder to police brutality taking
place today that’s particularly affecting African-American men.
“You cannot conquer what you
won’t confront. How are you going to apologize but you won’t
admit to what you are apologizing for,” Carthan said.
Malone and other speakers at
the press conference were a part
of the Take It Down America
movement, which culminated in
a rally in Washington, D.C. earlier this year. Mississippi is the
last state with a flag that bears the
emblem. Malone has spoken on
how hate crimes link the Confederate symbol to the swastika, the
emblem of Nazi Germany.
“It’s time for us to recognize
that although the Confederate
symbol and the Nazi symbol
originate from different countries, they are equals in terms of
hate, intolerance and bigotry,” he
said.
Malone expressed it would be
a waste of taxpayer money to
hold a special election regarding the flag, when the governor
could simply remove or change
the emblem or the Legislature
could vote to remove it.
Other legislators, including
Sykes and House Speaker Philip
Gunn, have expressed their desire to change/remove the current flag.
The bills presented to change
the flag died in committee, Sykes
said.
“I love Mississippi and I believe the lawmakers we have
here want to see economic devel-

opment come back to the state.
They want to see the state unified, so let’s put it on the floor.
Let’s get a vote,” Malone said.
“Having a special session
would be a lot cheaper than doing
a ballot initiative,” said Sykes,
explaining how every precinct in
the state would not have to open.
Sykes represents District 70, and
the state Capitol is in her district.
“In the long run, we have to
make decisions that would benefit our state and to hold on to
this relic of slavery and succession … it’s time for us to move
on,” she said.
Sykes’ Bill 1548 was introduced last year to change the flag
to a Stennis flag, which was designed by Jackson artist Laurin
Stennis, the granddaughter of the
late Sen. John C. Stennis. Sykes
plans to reintroduce the bill next
session.
The flag debate, including
businesses not coming to Mississippi, will also be a topic for
discussion at a community forum
titled “Do You Have a Seat at
The Table” set for 6-8 p.m. Nov.
3, at Smith Robertson Museum
and Cultural Center in Jackson.
Duvalier Malone Enterprises is
presenting the forum.
After years of traveling
throughout the state, Malone
decided to go beyond the elite
circles of politics but work harder at getting everyday people
engaged in the change they want
to see. Others topics for the forum include education and mentorship for youth. The public is
invited.
Shanderia K. Posey can be
reached at sposey@mississippilink.com.

the 2013-14 year; and Women’s
Soccer will vacate wins from the
2012 and 2013 year.
It was determined that the
infraction was a result of an unintentional administrative error
and not any form of improper
behavior.
President Alfred Rankins Jr.
said, “In November 2014, Alcorn established the Office of
Athletic Compliance and Academic Services to strengthen its
policies and restructure student
athlete support services.”
At the heart of Alcorn Athletics’ core focus areas, under the
new vision and administration,
are academic excellence and
strong compliance systems, policies and personnel.
A statement in a press release
from the university reads, “Al-

corn and its leaders are cognizant of the complexity of the
problems associated with past
practices and structures. In taking full responsibility for these
problems and complete ownership of and pride in our program,
much has been done to rectify
the matter; strategic, focused decisions will continue to be made
to strengthen and solidify the
operations and practices of the
department and all associated
university constituents.
“We are highly focused on
ensuring institutional control
and shared responsibility for
compliance. The compliance office now reports directly to the
president and has employed additional employees to meet its
goals and improve the certification process.”

Alcorn
Continued from page 1

Alcorn will vacate wins that
ineligible student athletes competed in as follows: The baseball team will vacate wins from
the 2012-13, 13-14 and 14-15
academic years; Men’s Basketball will vacate wins from the
2011-12, 12-13 and 13-14 years;
Women’s Cross Country will
vacate wins from the 2012 and
2013 years; Women’s Outdoor
Track will vacate wins from
the 2012-13 year; Men’s Cross
Country will vacate wins from
2014; Men’s Outdoor Track will
vacate wins from 2014; Football
will vacate wins from the 201213 and 13-14 academic years;
Volleyball will vacate wins from
the 2013-14 and 14-15 years;
Women’s Tennis will vacate
wins from the 2012-13 year;
Softball will vacate wins from
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Tougaloo College celebrates Founders Week
Tougaloo College held Founders Week Oct. 10-16. Events took place throughout the week including
a recital, research symposiums and an arts exhibition. On Oct. 12, Doris Browne was the speaker for
the Presidential Lecture Series. On Oct. 13, Mr. and Miss. Tougaloo College Coronation was held.
Spencer Denzell Davis and Vershaune Lorrine Stamps took accepted the honors. The Forty under
Forty Awards Luncheon took place Oct. 15. and the Founders’ Convocation was held Oct. 16.

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

6 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

OCTOBER 20 - 26, 2016

www.mississippilink.com

100 Black Men of Jackson celebrate 20th
The 100 Black Men of Jackson held its 20th anniversary Scholarship and Mentoring
Celebration at 7 p.m. Oct. 8, at the Walter Payton Recreation and Wellness Center
on the campus of Jackson State University. Neddie Winters, president of Mission
Mississippi and 2015 Mentor of the Year, was the keynote speaker.

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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New Stage Theatre presents Our Town CEO of Mississippi-based
The Mississippi Link Newswire
New Stage Theatre presents the American classic Our Town Oct. 25-Nov. 6.
Curtain times and dates for performances are Tuesdays through Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. on Sundays. Ticket prices are $28 with discounts available
for students, senior citizens and groups.
Tickets can be purchased at the box office, located inside the Jane Reid Petty
Theatre Center, charged by phone by
calling the theatre at (601) 948-3531 or
ordered online at www.newstagetheatre.
com. Sponsored by Sanderson Farms.
The theatre’s 50th year observance
will culminate with a special production
of Thornton Wilder’s American Classic,
Our Town. Endeavoring to capture what
‘our town’ is today, reflecting our city,
our country and our lives, this rendition
of the Pulitzer Prize-winning drama will
be presented in a manner that mirrors the
diversity in America today.
Our Town transports us to Grover’s
Corners, a place of secret wishes and
disappointments, loves and losses, where
the people we encounter are shockingly
like the ones in our own lives. This is a
story that focuses on a village but encompasses the eternal, finding the world in a
grain of sand. Recommended for ages 11
and older.
New Stage Theatre’s Artistic Director
Francine Thomas Reynolds said, “Thornton Wilder’s Our Town is a masterpiece
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Operation Shoestring
announces annual
event

To highlight and raise funds for its work
with children and families in central Jackson,
nonprofit Operation Shoestring will host
its annual Conversation About Community
Nov. 1, at the Jackson Convention Complex
Auditorium. The panel discussion will take
place 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and a buffet
lunch will be served immediately following.
With the theme “Fear and Loving in
Mississippi: An Exploration of the Mississippi
Mindset,” this year’s event will bring a fresh
approach to the question of how we can
change the trajectory of our state’s future for
the better.
The event will feature two panelists from
very different backgrounds, both powerful
voices in their respective fields.
Rev. Ed Bacon, a regular guest on Oprah’s
Soul Series on Oprah & Friends Radio
and author of 8 Habits of Love: Overcome
Fear and Transform Your Life, will bring his
unique focus on mindset, and heartset, to
the question of how our thinking impacts our
actions as individuals and as a society.
Natalie Collier, of the Children’s Defense
Fund, organizes, trains and helps women
break out of poverty in impoverished rural
counties in Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia,
and has an incredible depth of experience and
insight to bring to the conversation about the
realities that emerge as a result of our choices
on the state level.
Dan Jones, former Chancellor of University
of Mississippi, will serve as moderator.
Operation Shoestring’s signature annual
fundraiser, A Conversation About Community
was created as a way to put into action
its mantra that “we all rise together.” The
idea is to create a safe space for people
and organizations from across the larger
Jackson area, from all walks of life, to be a

company chosen for White
House Business Council

Our Town cast
and one of the greatest classic American
plays written in the 20th century. While
Wilder’s observations about who we are
and what matters most are still as profound and as true today as when he first
put pen to paper in 1938, the world of
Our Town has changed. Our production
strives to capture what our town is today
by reflecting our city and our lives.”
The ensemble cast includes Sharon
Miles as stage manager (Hattiesburg),
Cliff Miller as George Gibbs (Astoria,
N.Y.), Devon Caraway as Emily Webb
(Brooklyn, N.Y.), Larry Wells as Dr.
Gibbs (Jackson), Malaika Quarterman as
Mrs. Gibbs (Jackson), Yohance Myles as
Mr. Webb (Ridgeland), Kerri Courtney
Sanders as Mrs. Webb (Brandon), as Joy
Amerson as Mrs. Soames (Madison),
Jeff Raab as Simon Stimson (Astoria,
part of a candid conversation about the critical
issues that impact the children and families
Operation Shoestring serves in central
Jackson and, ultimately, everyone in Jackson
and Mississippi.
Tickets are $50 and will be available online
at www.operationshoestring.org and at the
door until sold out. Sponsorship packages
are available. Contact Stacey Jordan for
more information at (601) 353-6336 x 27 or
sjordan@operationshoestring.org.

Community Links
to host conference
on caregiving Nov. 3
Community Links, Inc, will host the second
annual MS CARE Conference from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Nov. 3, at the Mississippi E-Center@
Jackson State University. The Mississippi
E-Center is located at 1230 Raymond Road
in Jackson.
Taking Care to Give Care is the theme of
this year’s conference.
The purpose of the conference is to
recognize and reflect on the importance of
caregiving; promoting a healthy mind, body
and spirit. Dynamic speakers from a variety
of backgrounds will share their expertise and
experiences relating to the need for respite
care across a lifespan.
The keynote speaker during the Awards
Luncheon is Ron Mumbower, Ph.D. LMHT.
Mumbower will focus on the growing
importance of family caregiving from a male
caregiver’s perspective, why respite care
is so crucial and how to best advocate for
caregivers in Mississippi.
The conference will include an awards
luncheon, caregiver’s panel and an opportunity
to learn and network from caregivers and
professionals in the field. Social Work CEs will
be available.
The conference is free. To attend the
luncheon only, the fee is $25. If interested
in sponsoring or exhibiting or for more
information email admin@clinksms.org or call
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NY), Mary Frances Dean as Rebecca
Gibbs (Madison), Jeffrey Cornelius as
Wally Webb (Jackson), Christan McLaurine as Howie Newsome (Jackson), Ben
Sanders as Joe Crowell, Jr. (Pearl), Alex
Forbes as Si Crowell (Jackson), Amanda
Dear as Professor Willard (Florence),
Chris Roebuck as Constable Warren
(Ridgeland), Jake Bell as Sam Craig
(Collierville, TN), James Anderson as
Joe Stoddard (Bolton), Peter James as
Farmer McCarty (Jackson), Townspeople: LaSharron Purvis (Jackson), Hope
Prybylski (Jackson), and Ashanti Alexander (Tuscaloosa, AL), and Miranda
Kunk as the violinist (Jackson). Our
Town is directed by Francine Thomas
Reynolds. Caraway, Miller, and Myles
appear through the courtesy of the Actors’ Equity Association.
Community Links, Inc. at (601) 963-0613.
To register go to http://clinksms.org/
registrations.

Disability Awareness
Conference set for Oct.
24-25 in Jackson
October marks more than 70 years since
the first observance of National Disability
Employment Awareness. To showcase and
celebrate the many contributions of workers
with disabilities, the city of Jackson, in a new
partnership with The Mississippi Department
of Rehabilitation Services, will host a Disability
Awareness Conference from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Oct. 24-25, at the Jackson Marriott, located at
200 East Amite St., in Jackson.
The two-day event will feature keynote
addresses from U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson
and Antonio Wright, whose nonprofit
organization, Metro Area Community
Empowerment, serves people with disabilities.
This year’s theme is “Inclusion Works:
Improving Opportunities, Changing Lives.”
The conference also will feature numerous
exhibitors and vendors, sharing information
regarding the latest equipment, resources,
and services available to help make more
independent the lives of individuals with
disabilities. The event is open to the public.
The history of National Disability
Employment Awareness Month traces back to
1945, when Congress enacted a law declaring
the first week in October each year “National
Employ the Physically Handicapped Week.”
In 1962, the word “physically” was removed
to acknowledge the employment needs and
contributions of individuals with all types of
disabilities. In 1988, Congress expanded the
week to a month and changed the name to
National Disability Employment Awareness
Month.
For more information, contact Sam Gleese,
ADA Compliance Coordinator, at (601) 9601863 or email sgleese@city.jackson.ms.us.
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Moran
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Marco Moran, CEO of Dewmar
International Brand Management
Company, Inc., located in Clinton,
has been chosen to participate in the
White House Business Council and
Business Forward. Moran also serves
as chair of the Mississippi District
Export Council, a regional organization of leaders from the international
business community which assists
and enhances opportunities to export
Mississippi goods and services.
As member of the White House
Business Council, Moran offers feedback on job creation and other efforts
to stimulate the economy through
growth of small businesses. As an
added perk, Moran has the opportunity to invite other CEOs or industry
leaders to attend council meetings on
a variety of issues concerning commerce, public health and economic
policies.
Earlier this year, Moran was chosen
by White House Officials to weigh
in on the Trans-Pacific Partnership
Agreement after a group discussion
was held on improvements in international trade.

Additionally, Moran is playing an
integral role in developing opportunities to help many U.S. companies
understand how to export goods and
services to Cuba and 11 other countries. Moran is currently developing
opportunities to assist many U.S.
companies understand how to export
goods and services to Cuba and 11
other countries. Moran has also been
involved in multiple discussions to
find a solution for the Zika virus with
White House and Homeland Security
officials.
“Many times when I am invited to
attend White House Business Forward sessions, I am asked to invite
other business leaders from around
the country; so far this year, I have
invited business leaders representing
companies in Louisiana, Mississippi,
Texas and Colorado. My goal is helping small businesses in the United
States increase both their gross sales
revenue and corporate footprint
across the globe,” says Moran.
Mississippi business leaders interested in exporting their products or
services may call Moran at 877-7475326.

A group of Louisiana business leaders are shown at the White House prior to a Business
Council Meeting. Pictured are Calvin Mills Jr., (from left) of Baton Rouge, CMC Technologies
Consulting, LLC; Jonathan Stewart, New Orleans, State Farm Insurance; Cleveland Spears,
New Orleans, Spears Group; Marco Moran, Monroe, Dewmar International BMC, Inc.; and
Johnny Riley, Monroe, J Riley Consulting Group.
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Men of the Gospel Trailblazer banquet held
The Jackson District of the Missionary Baptist Association, Inc. held its Men of the Gospel
Trailblazer Award Banquet at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 7. The red carpet event took place at the
Hilton of Jackson. The Rev. Jerry Young, president of the National Baptist Convention, Inc.
and pastor of New Hope M.B.Church in Jackson, was the guest speaker.

Keep Jackson Beautiful continues
second phase of community
orchard; volunteers needed
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Keep Jackson Beautiful, which
builds and sustains a clean, green
and more beautiful Jackson, Miss.,
announced Oct. 19, the continuation of the second phase of its first
community orchard in the city to
celebrate Make a Difference Day
2016.
Keep Jackson Beautiful, Lowe’s,
UPS, Entergy, Rosemont Baptist
Church, the Mississippi Urban
Forestry Council and the Mississippi Forestry Commission have
partnered for the continued sustainability of the lot next to Rosemont
Baptist Church. The lot is now a
permaculture designed community
orchard in the city of Jackson.
“Keep Jackson Beautiful is so
excited to begin the second phase
of our work in Ward 4. We know
that this orchard will produce fresh

fruit and herbs for years to come
for this community. The great thing
about the orchard program is that
we get a chance to involve the
youth. They will be the caretakers
of our environment and we feel a
need to prepare them for the task
at hand,” said Alicia Crudup, executive director of Keep Jackson
Beautiful.
The public is invited to assist
with the orchard and learn about
permaculture techniques at 8 a.m.
Oct. 28. A press conference about
the project will be held at 8:30 a.m.
The Rosemont Community Orchard currently consists of three
swales, an assortment of fruit trees,
blueberry bushes and herbs, along
with nitrogen fixing native trees.
Crudup said Oct. 28, will be a
workday involving wellness and
sustainable education, innovation

and creative environmental solutions.
Some activities include maintenance of the swales, building
additional trellises for grapes and
kiwis, building wash station with
water catchment attachment system and general orchard maintenance (nursing fruit trees from first
phase). There will be a variety of
perennial fruit trees and plants that
will include an assortment of beneficial medicinal herbs.
The community orchard will be
maintained by church, community members and volunteers. The
harvested produce will be freely
available to those who work in the
orchard, as well as the community surrounding Rosemont Baptist
Church. Crudup said the permaculture orchard will make a significant
difference in the community. The

goals are to inspire community cohesion, to increase access to locally
produced foods to address health
and nutrition deficiencies, to avidly
promote proper nutrition and eating
habits spreading the benefits of living healthy and consuming accessible affordable quality foods, to be
a successful model for other communities to develop community orchards in the other food deserts of
Jackson and around the state.
“The vacant lot next to the
church is no longer an unused,
overgrown area, but a beautiful,
natural orchard that will remain for
generations and provide fruit for
many, many people,” Crudup said.
Donations of any materials and
supplies can be made to Keep
Jackson Beautiful by emailing
keepjacksonbeautiful.com or calling (601) 953-1123.

PHOTOS BY JAYJOHNSON

Rep. Sykes voicing
concerns on poultry
workers’ rights

The Mississippi Link Newswire
From 10:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 27, a press conference,
prayer vigil and public hearing will be held regarding
workers in the poultry industry at the Mississippi State
Capitol on the first floor in Room 113.
Rep. Kathy Sykes, MS House District 70, is bringing
together present and former poultry workers, faith leaders, legislators and the community to discuss issues affecting workers in the multi-billion dollar poultry industry.
“We need to take a serious look at the poultry industry
and the rate of injuries and other violations that are occurring daily. These workers’ care often falls on the state
and tax payers when they become debilitated at work.
Also, we are getting reports of civil and human rights
violations,” Sykes said. “Join us at the Capitol on Oct.
27th.”
Invited speakers include Dr. Angela Stuesse, author
of “Scratching out a Living: Latinos, Race, and Work in
the Deep South;”representatives of Oxfam America regarding their report “Lives on the Line;”poultry workers
current and former poultry workers and members of the
Legislature.
For more information, contact Sykes at (601) 9061717. Refreshments will be served.
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Better images with less radiation
offered to pediatric patients
UMMC News
Sara Lacy of Meridian gets
her picture taken often. She always has.
There are loads of family photos, of course, but there has been
plenty of medical imaging for
Sara, too. Born with hip dysplasia, doctors at Batson Children’s
Hospital later discovered she
had developed scoliosis, a curvature of the spine that must be
checked with X-rays at nearly
every clinic visit.
Over time, the exposure to
radiation from those X-rays can
add up, giving patients a higher
risk of cancer later in life.
Children’s of Mississippi has
seen that amount of radiation
drop to just 20 percent of a normal X-ray through the purchase
of an EOS imaging system with
funding from Children’s Miracle
Network Hospitals. The radiation emitted by the EOS system
is 20 times less than the radiation of one CT scan.
EOS, the only system of its
kind in Mississippi, takes threedimensional images of patients
while they are standing or sitting,
giving physicians a clearer picture of a patient’s condition while
keeping the patient comfortable.
“It increases the quality of images while exposing the patient
to a fraction of the radiation,”
said Dr. Wade Shrader, professor and chief of pediatric orthopedic surgery at UMMC.

Patient Sara Lacy stands by the EOS imaging system, the only one in the state. The system
exposes a patient to a fifth of the radiation of a standard X-ray.
The reduction in radiation is
particularly advantageous for
scoliosis patients, who have frequent X-rays in the torso area.
“Since scoliosis occurs more
often in adolescent females, and
they are X-rayed in the chest and
abdominal area, you do worry
about overexposure to radiation
in breast tissue and the ovarian
area. EOS is a big game-changer
in that regard.”
“Over time, I do worry about
the effect of radiation on her,”
said Sara’s mother, Patricia
Lacy, “so we are really happy
Children’s of Mississippi made
this purchase.”
EOS uses two fine X-ray

beams that are capable of creating, simultaneously, front and
side images of a patient’s body.
In less than 20 seconds, the system can capture an image of the
entire spine. For Children’s of
Mississippi, having the additional imaging system has also
shortened wait times for families in the pediatric orthopedic
clinic at the University Physicians Pavilion.
Sara Lacy, 10, is happy with
shorter visits, as she and her
mom enjoy lunch out after doctor’s appointments. Her favorite
menu choice? “Loaded potato
soup,” she said.
Because patients with spine,

Hinds CC named among top
degree-producing colleges for
African-American students

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Hinds Community College
has been named as one of the
top degree-producing community colleges in the United
States for African-American
students across all fields of
study by Community College
Week, a national publication
covering the nation’s more
than 1,000 community colleges and technical schools.
The ratings involved statistics reported to the U.S. Department of Education for the
2014-15 academic year, the
most recent year of nationally
available data.
Hinds ranked seventh out of
the top 100 community colleges for the number of associate

degrees awarded to AfricanAmerican students. Degrees
conferred totaled 866, a 12
percent increase over 201314. The college ranked 54th
when all minorities are considered, reflecting a 13 percent
increase. Hinds was the only
Mississippi community college to make the Top 100 in
this category.
“We are proud to serve our
community as a top degree
producing institution,” Hinds
President Clyde Muse said.
Since 2012, the college’s
Jackson Campus-Academic/
Technical Center has been the
base for the Minority Male
Leadership Initiative, known as
M2M. The initiative is a grant-

funded project that provides
leadership training, career
counseling, tutoring, mentoring and opportunities for travel
to senior-level universities for
program participants. Activities aim to help African-American males discover personal
strengths to succeed in college.
Also, the college offers a
broad range of student support
services in an effort to ensure
student success. One example
would be two web apps Hinds
launched during the 20152016 academic year. One helps
students track progress in their
degree plan and another that
tracks financial aid status.
Each is geared to keep them on
track to graduate.

The EOS imaging system emits a fifth of the radiation of a standard X-ray machine.

hip or limb deformities can be
X-rayed with the EOS system
while upright, radiographers and
physicians can get a clearer picture of a patient’s bone structure
when bearing weight. Its threedimensional imaging capabilities make the system ideal for
planning spinal and limb surgeries, Shrader said.
The availability of the system
is also an upgrade for area pediatricians, as they can access
EOS through referring patients
for imaging.
“Providing
state-of-the-art
equipment that makes a dramatic
difference not only for our physicians in diagnosing and treating

medical conditions but for our
patients’ comfort today and their
health in the future,” said Guy
Giesecke, CEO of Children’s
of Mississippi. “Purchasing the
EOS system adds technology
that puts our care among the best
children’s hospitals in America.”
Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals raises funds and awareness for 170 member hospitals,
including Batson Children’s
Hospital and its parent organization, Children’s of Mississippi.
Donations stay local to fund
critical treatments and health
care services, charitable care and
purchases of medical equipment.
“The money raised through

Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals campaigns and sponsors is meant to be used for
things like the EOS system,”
said Jen Hospodor, manager
of Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals and Community
Based Fundraising at UMMC.
“That machine is the best, the
latest and greatest and our patients deserve that level of care.
It’s a perfect example of why
the unrestricted dollars raised
through CMN Hospitals are so
important. When there is a need,
we can meet it; where there is a
void, we can fill it, all thanks to
those donations from our community.”

Take steps to prevent
online crime, Hood says
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Internet crime is constantly
taking place, and it often goes
undetected. As technology continues to improve and play a
greater role in our lives, criminals are also refining their skills
online.
On Oct. 14, Attorney General Jim Hood asked Mississippi
consumers and businesses to
continue to be cautious of internet crime. In recognition of Cybersecurity Awareness Month,
which is observed annually in
October, Hood offered advice
for Mississippians about how
they can protect themselves.
“Cyber crime in its many
forms can jeopardize a victim’s
reputation, threaten personal
safety and lead to financial
ruin,” Hood said. “We encourage consumers to do as much as
possible on the front end to prevent the possibility of becoming
a victim of cyber crimes such
as identity theft, financial fraud,
e-mail spoofing, or intellectual
property crime.”
Hood urges businesses and
consumers to look for ways to
be more secure online by applying safe cybersecurity practices.
“Companies and agencies
must take basic precautions to
block cyber thieves from their
computer systems and electronic data to prevent a potential
data breach. It is very important
to train employees and not just
assume they know computer security basics,” Hood said. “My
office compiled a Cybersecurity
Guide that addresses growing
trends and responses in a single

guide. The Guide was designed
especially to help small businesses, but it may also be helpful to larger companies and government agencies as well.”
The unique Guide includes
a list of suggested standards, a
list of what not to do and an appendix of important FTC cases
which provide further guidance.
Additionally, the Guide provides
an overview of cybersecurity
threats facing small businesses,
a summary of several practices
that help manage risks posed by
these threats and a response plan
in the event of a cyber incident.
(Consumers can download a
copy of the guide at http://www.
ago.state.ms.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/CybersecurityGuide1.pdf)
As for Mississippi consumers,
Hood encourages them to follow these simple steps to ensure
the security of their personal information online:
• Keep your private information private. Avoid sharing your
full name, address, and other
personal information online unless you are providing that information to a trusted recipient
in a secure online transaction.
Frequently check a website’s
privacy options to ensure you
have enabled the highest level
of privacy as options may get
updated or changed completely.
Don’t email personal or financial information. Email is not a
secure method of transmitting
personal information unless it is
encrypted.
• When in doubt, throw it out.
Links in emails, tweets, posts,

and online advertisements are
often how criminals compromise your computer or mobile
device. If it looks suspicious, it’s
best to delete it and do not click
on any portion of the link. If appropriate, mark the message as
“junk email” so that future messages from the sender do not end
up in your inbox.
• Set strong passwords. Setting passwords that are long,
unique, and hard to guess is one
of the most important things you
can do to protect your online
accounts. Changing passwords
regularly and using different
passwords for different accounts
goes a long way to protecting
your online information.
• Secure your accounts. Ask
for protection beyond passwords. Many websites now offer additional ways for you to
verify your identity before you
conduct business on their sites,
such as two-factor authentication.
• Secure your mobile device.
In order to prevent theft and unauthorized access, use a passcode to lock your mobile device
and always lock it when it’s not
in use. Never leave your mobile
device unattended in a public
place.
• Timely update antivirus and
other cybersecurity software on
your home and work computers.
• Monitor your online bank
and credit accounts regularly.
For more information, contact the Consumer Protection
Division of the Attorney General’s Office at (800) 281-4418
or visit www.AGJimHood.com .
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USM graduate earns prestigious
Mississippi Rural Dentists Scholarship
Mississippi Link Newswire
First-year dental student
Vaniecia Wilson, a graduate
of The University of Southern Mississippi, has been
awarded the Mississippi
Rural Dentists Scholarship
valued at $35,000 per year
for her dental training at the
University of Mississippi
Medical Center School of
Dentistry.
Created in 2013, the Mississippi Rural Dentists
Scholarship Program is designed to provide more general and pediatric dentists in
rural areas of Mississippi.
During dental school, each
MRDSP scholar receives
$35,000 per year based on
available funding.
Wilson, a Roxie native,
received her undergraduate
degree this past May with a
major in biological sciences.
She notes that she has been
eyeing a career in dentistry
since the age of 6.

University of Southern Mississippi graduate Vaniecia Wilson,
left, is pictured with Dr. David Felton, Dean of the School of
Dentistry at University of Mississippi Medical Center
“I had a great relationship with my pediatric dentist coming up, so it inspired
me to go forth with this ca-

reer choice,” said Wilson. “I
didn’t have any idea about
how I was going to pay for
school besides taking out

student loans, but I knew I
wanted to be a dentist, so I
decided I would do whatever
it took to get the funds.”
Wilson said that the MRDSP has helped pave the way
to realizing her dream.
“I took the initiative to
learn more about the rural
scholarship, and I learned
that it was something just
right for me, so I applied,”
she said. “I was so thrilled
when I received the awarding letter for the scholarship.
I couldn’t do anything by
thank God.”
Wilson is the daughter of
Shannon Hunt of Hattiesburg.
Consistent legislative support of MRDSP translates to
nine dental students receiving a total of $315,000 to
support their education this
fall. One private scholarship
is also funded by the Community Bank Foundation.
Additional benefits include

personalized
mentoring
from practicing rural dentists
and academic support.
Upon completion of dental
training, MRDSP scholars
must practice general or pediatric dentistry. The MRDSP Scholar must provide the
number of years the scholarship was received of service
in a clinic-based practice
in an approved Mississippi
community of less than
10,000 population where a
need exists.
MRDSP provides a means
for rural Mississippi students to earn $140,000 over
four years of dental school
scholarship in return for
four years of service as they
learn the art of oral care from
practicing rural dentists.
For more information,
contact MRDSP Associate Director Dan Coleman
at (601) 815-9022, jdcoleman@umc.edu or http://
mrdsp.umc.edu.

Alcorn opens center for socially
disadvantaged farmers, ranchers
Mississippi Link Newswire
Disadvantaged farmers and
ranchers across the nation officially have a place that will
focus on improving their agricultural status.
Alcorn’s Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and
Ranchers Policy Research
Center held a Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony Oct. 13, on the
second floor of the Biotechnology Building.
The center specializes in
policy research impacting
socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. The center’s
mission is to make policy recommendations that will improve the success of socially
disadvantaged farmers and
ranchers by implementing
a transparent management
structure that focuses on research, stakeholder engagement and outreach.
Alcorn President Alfred
Rankins Jr. recognized the
event’s special guest and
board members, including

Congressman Bennie Thompson (third from the right) participated in the ribbon cutting ceremony of Alcorn’s Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers Policy Research Center.
Lisa Mensah, under secretary
for Rural Development with
the United States Department
of Agriculture. He applauded
them for the direction they
have envisioned for the center.
“It’s good to have good
partners because none of us
can do things by ourselves,”
said Rankins. “We rely on
your guidance as we move
forward in taking our Policy
Research Center in the right
direction.”
Congressman
Bennie

Thompson stressed the center’s ability to offer minority
farmers valuable information
on public policy.
“This is a significant opportunity for Alcorn because
you now have a place you can
call about public policy,” said
Thompson. “Public policy is
the foundation by which you
get things done. This is an exciting opportunity because it
caters to the small farmers.”
Kenya Nicholas, who represented the Office of Advocacy and Outreach for the

United States Department of
Agriculture, assured the audience that the USDA will
make sure to disperse vital information pertaining to farmers and their livelihood.
“We don’t want to leave
anyone out because we’re
talking about people who
farm for a living,” said
Nicholas. “Farming is a big
part of their lives and if they
miss out on information that
can benefit their farms, then
we wouldn’t be doing our
jobs. So it is important that

Hinds CC honors Foundation
scholarship recipients

The Hinds Community College Foundation recognized its 2016-2017 scholarship recipients, donors and honorees at a reception on
Sept. 28, at the Muse Center on the Rankin Campus. Other scholarship recipients and donors will be honored on the Vicksburg-Warren
Campus on Nov. 11 and the Utica Campus on Nov. 13.
Among those recognized were recipients: Jalexus Walker (bottom row, left) of Prentiss, who received the Jane Pickett and Robert C.
Harrell Scholarship; Zera Richardson, of Jackson, who received the F.N. & Eva Pickett Scholarship; Whitney Jackson, of Ridgeland, who
received the Marian Pickett Carmichael Scholarship; Nicholas Myers (top row, left) of Pearl, who received the Harry Partin Scholarship;
Zachery Odom, of Utica, who received the Jimmy L. and Grace Pickett Long Scholarship; and David Davis, of Natchez, who received the
Harry Partin Scholarship. With them is Grace Pickett Long (bottom row, right).
The Hinds Community College Foundation awarded more than 600 scholarships in the 2016-2017 academic year. The deadline to apply
for a Hinds Community College Foundation scholarship has changed. The new deadline for next year is Feb. 15, 2017.
For more information, visit www.hindscc.edu.

we keep everyone informed
about the programs that we
offer at the USDA.”
Eloise Speight, director of
the Policy Research Center,
shared some of the Center’s
highlights.
“One of the first things we
did was put together an advisory board that include representatives from other 1890
Universities. We have also
prioritized our research areas
for the next couple of years.
Those areas are an analysis of
current agricultural policies
and indications on socially
disadvantages farmers and
ranchers. We have started our
work in various areas.”
For more information
about the Policy Center, contact Speight at sdfinfo@alcorn.edu or (601) 877-6601.

JPS announces
scholars of the
week for Oct. 4-11
By Kennedi A. Cox
jsumsnews.com

Jackson Public School District’s Scholar of
the Week program highlights exceptional students in JPS schools who are achieving great
things. Each scholar demonstrates leadership
skills, positive attitudes, exemplary behavior and academic achievement. Scholar of the
Week honorees for Oct. 4-11 are David McGehee, Ingrid Menchu Ramirez, and Makayla
Sumler.
David McGehee is a
student in his school’s
Gifted Education program, a member of the
Strings program and loves
to participate in sports
such as swimming, racing,
basketball and football.
David believes in making
every day a great day.
His career goals include McGehee
becoming a professional
athlete and president of
the United States. David
is a student at McWillie Elementary where the
principal is Sara Harper,
Ph.D.
Ingrid Menchu Ramirez
is passionate about helping people. This passion
fuels her desire to help Ramirez
homeless people, especially children. Her future
plans are to attend medical school and become a
pediatrician. Ingrid is a
student at Whitten Middle
School. Victor Ellis is the
school’s principal.
Makayla Sumler balances academics and
extracurricular
activi- Sumler
ties while maintaining her status as a devoted
member of the school community. Sumler is a
busy incoming senior as a member of the National Honor Society, DECA, Mu Alpha Theta,
Foreign Language Club, Student Council, cheer
squad and the National Technical Honor Society.
“It’s important to me to represent my school
in a positive way, seniors’ should know that
younger students are watching them and we
need model good behavior,” she said.
Makayla is excited about her senior year at
Forest Hill High School and plans to attend
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
and then Alabama State University. She was
nominated by Forest Hill Principal James Bacchus, Ph.D.

Gray meets with
U.S. Secretary of
Education

Jackson Public School District Superintendent Cedrick Gray had the pleasure
of joining some of the best educational minds in the country for a dinner with U.S.
Secretary of Education John B. King Jr. Oct. 5, in Washington. D.C. The dinner
conversation centered on compelling issues in education today.
“It was an awesome experience,” said Gray. “I learned that many superintendents
from across the nation were facing similar challenges in their respective school
districts. We were able to share innovative ideas, methods, and strategies in educational leadership.”
Some of the major topics of conversation were the Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA), early learning, strengthening STEM (science, technology, engineering, and
math) education, increasing support for teachers and school leaders, and helping
schools improve safety.
Gray was selected for this prestigious honor for being named the 2016 Superintendent of the Year by the National Association of School Superintendents.
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“It’s never too late”: Williams earns GED at 52
The Mississippi Link Newswire
In 2013, Charles Williams
decided that enough was
enough.
Although he’d dropped out
of high school decades earlier,
Williams knew it was time to
get serious about furthering his
education.
“I knew I had to go back to
school to better my life … to
get a career instead of just a
job,” said the Tunica native.
So, becoming the epitome of
the phrase “it’s never too late,”
49-year-old Williams enrolled
in GED classes offered by Coahoma Community College in
Tunica. He quickly mastered
each section of the high school
equivalency, but met a challenge when it came down to the

math.
Still, his commitment to
passing the test didn’t waiver.
Noticing Williams’ persistence, his GED instructor recommended him to a new program offered at CCC called
MI-BEST, designed to allow
individuals to earn college
credit while completing their
GED.
Once the program kicked off
in Jan. 2016, Williams would
become one of its first recruits.
“For me, (MI-BEST) was a
dream come true,” he said.
Williams continued his GED
courses, while also taking
courses in CCC’s Industrial
Maintenance program.
Then, on Wednesday, Aug.
10, 2016, it happened – Wil-

liams successfully passed his
GED test at the age of 52.
“I couldn’t believe it! It
made me feel like I accomplished something great,” said
Williams with a proud smile.
Williams is most excited
about the fact that he didn’t
let his granddaughter, whom
he describes as his biggest fan,
down.
“My grandbaby was the one
who kept pushing me,” he said.
“She’s off in college herself at
Clark-Atlanta (University) but
she kept me going … especially when I wasn’t doing too
good on the math section.”
CCC Career Pathway Navigator Nekedra Blockett said
she’s witnessed Williams’ hard
work and dedication first-hand

and is excited to see it pay off.
“One thing about Mr. Williams was that he remained
persistent. He came to class
faithfully,” said Blockett. “He
wanted to pass the GED so bad,
and when he did it I was so excited for him. He definitely
earned it and deserved it.”
Williams said he’s now
turned all of his focus on completing his associate’s degree
in industrial maintenance and
starting his new career.
“I’m just thankful for this opportunity and to Ms. Blockett
for believing in me,” he said.
“My message to anybody trying to achieve a dream is don’t’
give up. If you have a dream,
you can’t accomplish it by giving up. Keep trying.”

Charles Williams of Tunica (left) proudly holds his GED diploma he
earned through Coahoma Community College’s MI-BEST program. He’s
pictured with CCC Navigator Nekedra Blockett, who also presented
Williams with a $200 check from the MI-BEST program to celebrate his
achievement.

CREST Center earns $5M grant to study impact of nanoparticles
By Kennedi A. Cox
jsumsnews.com
Jackson State University
has been awarded a $5 million
grant over five years from the
National Science Foundation
to allow the “CREST Center
for Interdisciplinary Nanotoxicity” to study multifunctional
nanoparticles, including their
toxicity on the environment.
Because nanoparticles have
potential applications in a wide
range of areas – biomedical,
optical and electronic fields –
the CREST Center also will
examine model counterparts of
multifunctional nanoparticles.
This will allow the center to
transform research and edu-

Moore

Leszczynski

cational programs at JSU and
then transfer that new knowledge to scientific societies and
to the general public.
Vice president for Research
and Federal Relations, Dr. Loretta A. Moore, is swooning
over this new opportunity because of its positive influence
on JSU.
“The CREST Interdisci-

plinary Nanotoxicity Center
continues to make a great impact on JSU and its research
infrastructure. The center has
graduated 33 Ph.D. students,
16 master’s-level students and
garnered over $39 million in
federal funds.”
The effects of the project include 1) the introduction of the
Universal Design for Research
Training model in the center’s
activities; 2) the development
of a STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathematics) pipeline that includes
high school students from the
Jackson area; and 3) training
of underrepresented minority
students in multicultural and

international research environment.
In addition, the project is expected to increase the number
of Ph.D. degrees awarded to
African Americans and women
and assist in providing a competent and diverse workforce
for universities, industry and
federal laboratories.
Ultimately, researchers will
generate tools for society to
efficiently and effectively
evaluate risks associated with
nanomaterials to ensure environmental and human safety.
JSU’s principal investigator,
Dr. Jerzy Leszczynski, said,
“This is the fourth time in the
past 15 years that JSU has been

awarded a five-year $5 million CREST Center grant from
the National Science Foundation. These grants facilitate
infrastructure
improvement,
research advancement and establishment and execution of
a successful Ph.D. program in
the Department of Chemistry
and Biochemistry.”
Leszczynski, a professor of
chemistry, said, “Furthermore,
the current grant supports the
interdisciplinary team working
on understanding the leading
factors of the toxicity of nanomaterials and helping design
new species that would not be
harmful for the environment
or humans. Faculty members

and students involved in this
project have an opportunity to
solve problems of vital importance for the state and national
economy.”
Running for 16 years, the
Crest Center has produced 20
Ph.D. graduates, 292 publications, 72 student publications,
479 presentations, 181 student
presentations, and an overall
grant funding of more than
$22.5 million.
The award period will end
February 28, 2021.
For
more
information,
contact Almesha L. Campbell at (601) 979-1815, or
emailalmesha.l.campbell@
jsums.edu.
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How to prepare for suffering

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

Last week, we reintroduced our study, “Learning to Suffer God’s Way.”
We will continue the lesson by noting that it is
easy to obey when life is
comfortable.
We are reminded on this in 1Kings
17:10b-11a, “…he called to her, and said,
Please get me a little water in a vessel, that
I may drink…she was going to get it…”
Elijah asked her for a drink of water and
obviously, water was not too much of an
issue at the time, a lack of food was the
issue. So, it seems that it was easier for her
to obey to give Elijah a drink. My point is,
it is easier to obey when you have enough
of something when life is comfortable.
By that same token, it’s hard to obey
when life is hard. 1Kings 17:10b-11a
reads: “…he called to her, and said, Please
get me a little water in a vessel, that I may
drink…she was going to get it, and he
called to her, and said, please bring me a
morsel of bread in your hand.” A morsel
is just a piece of bread. He didn’t ask for a
lot, but when you don’t have morsel, that
little means a lot.
The test started easy but got harder. She
had no problem giving him water, but
when he asked for something she didn’t
have much of, it became difficult. 1Kings
17:12, “I don’t have a cake, but a handful
of meal in the jar, and a little oil in the jar:
and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that
I may go in and bake it for my son and me,
that we may eat it, and die.”
Notice, she said she didn’t have a cake.
In Hebrew, she meant she didn’t have a
table full of food, she didn’t have a feast.
She only had a little, just enough for her
son and her. Therefore, although Elijah
only asked for a small piece, it was a big
piece of bread to her. She was now challenged to obey God like never before. She
had heard from God, and now she heard
from God’s prophet who said the same
thing God had told her. It was evident to
her what God had told her to do and her
obedience, or lack of compliance, would
determine whether she and her son remain
in a state of lack or move into a season
where their needs would be consistently
met.
This widow was a poor single parent,
but the good thing is, she had a word from
God and once she got a word from God,
all she had to do was obey that word, and
God would take it from there and meet her

needs. Disobedience to God’s word may
be the reason why some of our needs are
not being met.
The widow had to learn to listen and
not look. She could not look at her circumstances because it was very bad. But
she had to listen to what God had told her
to do and do what He said for her needs
to be met.
She could just give Elijah water, and
that’s all. That would have been partial
obedience, and she would have lived in
lack. But she had to fully obey God by
giving Elijah water and bread, and when
she gave unto the Lord’s work, she and her
son were constantly fed. When she completely obeyed God, she went from having
just enough to more than enough.
The Lord told Elijah that He commanded the widow of Zarephath to feed him,
and she was put to the test where she had
to make a choice to obey God or not obey.
Think about it, had there not been a famine, she would not have to make such a
tough choice. God uses suffering to teach
us to obey Him fully, and when we fully
obey Him, we will find that our needs will
be met.
There are two things that can help us
obey in difficult times. First – Repeat what
God said – 1Kings 17:9b, “…I have commanded a widow there to sustain you.”
Notice God said He had already commanded which is past tense. It was already
done-just awaiting manifestation if Elijah
obeys. All Elijah had to do was OBEY
by going to where the widow was, and the
blessings of God’s word would be manifested.
Notice Elijah repeated what God said
to him: 1Kings 17:14, “For thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel, the jar of meal
shall not empty, neither shall the jar of oil
fail, until the day the LORD sends rain.”
Elijah repeated what he heard God say.
Of course, this was not Elijah’s first rodeo.
He had already seen God supply his needs
by using ravens, so he gladly repeated
what God said would happen. Since God
used birds to feed him, surely God could
use another human being to feed him.
We have heard the saying, “God said it,
I believe, and that settles it.” I want to add
a few things to this: “God said it because
He can do it. Therefore, it is settled, and
that’s why I believe it and repeat it.”
Remember what God has already done
for you, and it will give you the power to
confidently repeat what God said in His
word in your present circumstances.
We can confidently repeat what God

said because when He has given His
word, what He determines is set in motion
and there’s nothing that can stop it.
Psalm 107:20 says, “He sent his word,
and healed them, and delivered them from
their destructions.” God spoke, and they
healed and were thus delivered from the
destruction they were headed for. God’s
word came as a blessing in a cursed situation and turned things around.
Psalm 147:18 says, “He sends out his
word, and melts them: he causes his wind
to blow, and the waters flow.” God’s word
is power. If the power of life and death
are in the power of our tongues, if our
human words have power then surely
God’s words have power. Therefore, we
shouldn’t have any problem repeating
what God said when we face tests. Let me
say my little saying again: “God said it because He can do it. Therefore, it is settled,
and that’s why I believe it and repeat it.” If
we can repeat what God said it would help
us to do what God said.
Secondly, make an effort to obey God’s
command. 1Kings 17:14-15, “For thus
says the lord God of Israel…She went
and did according to the saying of Elijah:
and she, and he, and her house ate [many]
days.” Notice the widow attempted to
do what Elijah said only after Elijah had
repeated what God said. I believe she
obeyed because of God’s supernatural
word, which is power, made an impression upon her heart and helped provoke
her to take action.
When God’s word is spoken it sets
things in motion and this scripture, God’s
word help put the widow on the move to
obey God’s word.
However, this does not take away from
the fact that the widow had to make a personal effort to obey God’s command.
God’s word provided the spark that
inspired her to move by faith, but it took
her hearing it twice to help her build up to
obeying it (1Kings 17:9b; 1Kings 17:1415). The point is the widow made a serious effort to obey God’s command.
The purpose of suffering is to bring us
to a place of complete obedience to God’s
word. You may feel like you are living in
obedience to God, and you may feel this
way because your life may be easy at this
time but this could mean that your obedience may not be complete. One day, God
may permit trial in your life to let you see
exactly where you are in your obedience.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor of Makarios Worship Center, 464 Church Road,
Madison.
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
As many of you
know, October is designated as Domestic Violence Month.
Although, the end of
this month is fast approaching, I would
like to draw attention to the perils of
domestic violence and the faces that it
can hide behind.
You see, so many people think that
domestic violence only occurs in economically disadvantaged households
or households where a stellar education is not as accessible. It is also a
misconception that domestic violence
is strictly when someone is beaten
physically but, research shows that it
is a disorder that can overtake people
from all socioeconomic environments. It doesn’t matter if you’re rich
or poor, you can become the victim or
the abuser. Some forms of domestic
violence include physical abuse, verbal abuse, child abuse, elderly abuse
and yes, we can even be victims of
political abuse, and that’s just to name
a few.
So many people fall victim to domestic abuse while losing respect for
themselves in the process because of
many of the things that are said to
them such as: “No one loves you, you
don’t belong in this world, or you’ll
never amount to anything!” The victim is often left feeling that his/her life
is not worthy of true happiness.
Well, I’m the first in line today, to
shout that that is wrong. Regardless
of what is going on in your life, learn
to respect yourself and others. Why?
Because God commanded it. God told
you to love your neighbor (as yourself).
Since the day you were given life,
you have been protected by the love of
God and He will be with you until the
end. You say that others don’t respect
you, but do you really understand
respect and self-love? Do you really
understand that in order to know love,
you must first love yourself?
There are those who constantly
hear, “How can I have self-love when
for years all I’ve heard is you’re not
going to make it; you’re not who
we’re looking for or you’re just not
good enough? After you hear that for
so long, you begin to believe it and before you know it, you’re caught up in
negativity and despair.
Now, let me tell you about self-

love. 2 Timothy 1:7 tells us that, “For
God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness;
but of power and love and discipline.
Listen, God didn’t create you to walk
in fear of others. I’m not telling you
that being in an abusive relationship
will not bring you pain but I am telling
you that prayer changes things. Prayer
will help get you out of a bad situation
and into a better one but you’ve got
to know that because of God, you will
never walk alone.
Unfortunately, there is overwhelming data that shows that day in and day
out countless people are domestically
abused. For those who do not cry out
for help, it may be because they feel
ashamed, forsaken, or that the abuse
is justified. We know that this is not
God’s way and because it is not, we
rebuke the wrongdoings of those who
practice this shameful action.
This week, I’d like to end my editorial with a prayer. Please join me.
“Dear Heavenly Father, we know
that you are the way, the truth and our
light. You have asked that all of the
sick, shackled, and lost listen to and
study your words. You have told us
that you will never leave us – but love
us all of the days of our lives. You sent
your Son before us to ease our pain,
and all that you ask is that we follow
you into a life of peace. Lord, I can
hear you say, let not your fears overtake you, but let my love overwhelm
you and it is because of your love, we
honor and trust in you. In the mighty
name of Jesus – Amen!”
We would love it if you choose to
share your deliverance with us. If God
is moving in your life to deliver you
from obstacles of any kind, if it is on
your heart to share, then please do
that, share it!
The Mississippi Link, a messenger
for news in and around the state of
Mississippi, wants to serve as your
personal messenger to share your
good news and news of your place of
worship and visit.
Remember the verse that I often
sharwith you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV),
which reads: “How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,
Your God reigns!””
To share your news, contact Daphne M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, fax (601) 896-0091 or
mail The Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Breaking Free Ministries – The Wall Have
Wheels Life Transformation School will present Genesis for Real – Roots from a Biblical
Perspective at the Holiday Inn Express Inn and
Suites, 4330 S. Frontage Road, Vicksburg from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 22. The event is a biblically
based workshop of humanity’s beginnings from
the book of Genesis. RSVP at thewallshavewheels.org or call (601) 214-6140 for more information.

Mt. Helm Baptist Church, 300 East Church St.,
Jackson, will host its annual Men’s Day program
at 11 a.m. Oct.23. The guest speaker is C. Leigh
McInnis, instructor of English at Jackson State
University. For more information, call (601) 3533981. Rev. C J Rhodes is the pastor.

Greater Fairview Missionary Baptist Church,
2545 Newport St., Jackson, will host its Fall Revival at 7:15 each night. Oct. 25-27. For more
information, call (601) 362-6447 or visit www.
Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church, 852A greaterfairview.org. Dr. Charles H. Spann is the
Madison Ave., Madison, will join area organiza- pulpit facilitator.
tions to help “Make Strides Against Breast Cancer” during the annual walk on from 9 a.m. until Greater Pearlie Grove Missionary Baptist
noon Oct. 22. All participants will meet at the Church, 1640 West County Line Road, JackThalia Mara Hall, 255 E. Pascagoula St., Jack- son, Health Care Ministry will host its Harvest
son. For more information or to register with the Carnival in the church’s front parking lot from
Pilgrim Rest Team, call (601) 856-2609 or visit: noon until 4 p.m. Oct. 29. For more information,
http://www.pilgrimrestmadison.org/event/mak- call (601) 354-2026 or visit www.gpgmbc.org.
ing-strides-against-breast-cancer-2016-walk/ Rev. Stephen F. Mason is the pastor.
Dr. Matthew Canada is the pastor.
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr.,
Anderson United Methodist Church, 6205 Jackson, will host a free showing of the movie
Hanging Moss Road, Jackson, will host its Fall “Woodlawn” in the church’s Family Life Center
Tea & Taste at 1 p.m. Oct. 23. Elegant, delecta- at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 2. Following the movie, a sixble festive and delicious delights will be served. week small group bible study will begin at 6:30
For more information visit andersonumc.org/ or p.m. Nov. 9. For more information, call (601)
366-7002. Rev. Jerry Young is the pastor.
call (601) 982-3997 Rev. Joe May is pastor.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

S U B S C R I B E TO DAY !

The Mississippi Link

For more information please call: 601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
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We must repent
or perish

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
Repentance
is
essential to salvation. To be saved,
we must repent of
our sins. To repent
is to be sorry for
one’s sins, to own
up to them, to turn from them, to
ask forgiveness for them, and to
right them if possible. “Eternal
death awaits those who do not
repent.
We read in Luke 13:3, “I tell
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (KJV) Repent means to feel
remorse, contrition or self-reproach for what one has done or
failed to do, to be contrite. To feel
such regret for past conduct is to
change one’s mind regarding it.
It means to turn from one’s sins
to God. Repentance is a change
in one’s thinking, a change in
one’s attitude, a change in one’s
direction. In Romans 3:23, we
find these words, “For all have
sinned, and come short of the
glory of God” (KJV). All must
repent for all have sinned. Sin
is essentially rebellion against
God, the disposition to do one’s
own will rather than God’s. We
have all been guilty of it. To repent is to drop rebellion and surrender to the will of God. When
death comes suddenly there is
no time for repentance. At the
resurrection, all sinners will be
punished and all saints will be
rewarded.
We find these words in John
3:16, “For God so loved the

world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life” (KJV).
Belief on Christ is essential to
salvation. Believing on Christ
saves people from death to life.
Jesus died to save us from sin.
God loves all people. We must
believe in Jesus. If we believe
and repent, God will save us.
God loves all people because He
created us all. He made us all
in His image and we will continue to exist, never to end; either eternal life or eternal death.
We read in John 3:17, “For God
sent not his Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might be
saved.” It is God’s great love
that made the way for us, nothing we had or were or did.
People who experience the
power of God must find in that
divine force the courage to cross
human boundaries and express
unrestrained love for other people, to the glory of God. Paul
says that the love of God compels us. The love of God brings
us together despite the many human differences that would otherwise keep us apart.
The world will come to an end
by fire. Jesus will come then for
His people. No one knows when
the end will come. The Lord is
waiting so people can be saved.
We read in 2 Peter 3:8-9, these
words, “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day. The Lord is not slack
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Focus on showing,
not telling others
about Christianity

concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.”
Lastly, we read in 2 Peter 3:10,
these words, “But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.”
Although the end will be unexpected, it need not catch us
unaware. The Apostle Paul reminds us in 1 Thessalonians 5:46, “But ye, brethren, are not in
darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief. Ye are
all the children of light, and the
children of the day: we are not
of the night, nor of darkness.
Therefore let us not sleep, as
do others; but let us watch and
be sober.” The heavens, the elements, the earth and its works
will all be destroyed, burned.
No possessions left. No material
protection to trust in.
The Gospel of Matthew 24:42
states, “Watch therefore: for ye
know not what hour your Lord
doth come.”
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. He is married to
Velma L. Green. He is a member
of the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God, Anderson, Ind. He serves as chairman of the Southeastern Association of The Church of God, Inc.

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
I remember
showand-tell assignments in
school being
those sometimes boring
presentations over what we
did over summer. One thing
was clear, the less you had
to show, the more telling you
did. If all you had to show
for a summer vacation was a
picture of you and Big Mama,
you did a great deal of talking
about the picture and not as
much time showing the picture itself.
Show and tell for me now is
a technique that I use to teach
descriptive writing because it
allows students to show their
creativity. If students have
more details to write about
something, it’s easier to spend
time “painting the picture.”
For example, rather than telling people “it’s cold outside,”
you show them how “the
robust winter wind whistles
through the brittle tree limbs
with just enough force to snap
them in half.”
I even find myself thinking again about the concept
of showing and telling as I
look at the influence of the
Tea Party movement on current Republican Party poli-

tics. From uniting to block a
Supreme Court nominee to
violent rallies (including controversial signs and, in some
cases, racial slurs and insults),
they’ve made it clear how
they feel.
What does “show and tell”
have to do with the current
presidential race? I think
some candidates spend so
much time telling us how
they feel because they don’t
have much to show. In other
words, don’t spend so much
time telling me how mad you
are about the government;
show me what you can do to
make it better. Even though
Tea Party and Conservative
Republicans were elected by
boldly proclaiming their desire to change government,
now that they are in office,
they actually do more obstruction of government.
What I think is the truly sad
part is many Tea Partiers and
Conservative
Republicans
claim to be Christians. They
say it with their mouths, but
their behavior doesn’t show
it. For example, they continue to support a presidential
candidate that has a nearly
40-year pattern of hateful racist and misogynistic words
and actions. For some, their
support seems to contradict
what the Bible says regarding
living out your faith. As fol-

lowers of Christ, we have to
constantly ask ourselves are
we spending more time telling others that we are Christians or showing them we are
Christians?
Matthew 23:28 cautions
about this kind of behavior
when it says, “Even so you
also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you
are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”
As Christians, our ultimate
goal is to lead others to Christ;
sometimes the best Christian
witness is not what we say but
what we do.
A few years ago, I asked one
friend why he doesn’t initially
tell others that he is a pastor.
He’s said he’s not hiding but
that he strives to show people
and not tell people “whose”
he is. He then asked me if I
told people I was a Christian.
Before responding, I smiled
and nodded that I understood
his point. It’s not about having a superficial public show
of being a Christian; it’s about
those little things that we do
every day that should point
others to Christ.
Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence best-seller
“Love Hangover: Moving
from Pain to Purpose after a
Relationship ends.” She may
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of October 20
SONGS

		

ARTISTS				

1. Made A Way			

Travis Greene

2. Put A Praise On It		

Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard

3. You’re Bigger			

Jekalyn Carr

4. God Provides			

Tamela Mann

ALBUM

5. Better				Hezekiah Walker
6. Spirit Break Out		

William McDowell Featuring Trinity Anderson

7. I Need You			

Donnie McClurkin

8. You				Jermaine Dolly
9. You Deserve It			

J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise

10. I’ll Just Say Yes		

Brian Courtney Wilson

To listen to snippets of these songs,
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

1750
www.nhcms.org

SUNDAY

Place your
church ad here.

Worship Services
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

For details call
601-896-0084
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Why Trump
This is why increasing diversity
in healthcare is essential for blacks must not win
By Patricia Maryland
NNPA News Wire Guest Columnist

Diversity is good
for
communities,
companies and our
nation. A plurality of
viewpoints, experiences and beliefs has
the potential to foster
both understanding and innovation.
And in the healthcare field, the need
for diversity is evident every day.
Providers in the U.S. serve people
from all walks of life, and each patient’s personal background plays a
significant factor in the way care is
delivered.
There’s no such thing as a onesize-fits-all approach to keeping people healthy. That’s why it is critical
for healthcare organizations to have
leaders who reflect the diverse populations they treat, and who understand
that different communities can have
different health needs – leaders who
know, for example, that breast cancer
tends to appear in black women at a
younger age, and in more advanced
forms, than in other racial and ethnic
groups; and who are committed to
eliminating disparities when it comes
to prevention, detection and treatment of this disease.
We need leaders who understand
the foundation of person-centered
care is trust, and who are acutely

aware of the need to broker trust
in African-American communities
where, historically, the healthcare
system has been underutilized for a
number of reasons.
Unfortunately, the reality today is
both women and minorities are underrepresented in healthcare leadership
positions. While almost 80 percent of
healthcare workers are women, they
accounted for just 43 percent of hospital executives in 2014. Last year, a
mere 11 percent of executive leadership positions at U.S. hospitals were
held by members of minority groups,
and in a 2015 survey of healthcare
executives, less than 20 percent of
respondents said that minority executives were well represented in management teams.
There are myriad reasons for the
shortage of women and minority
leaders in healthcare, but one glaring
challenge is the lack of a strong talent
pipeline. Simply put, women and minorities continue to be significantly
underrepresented in the business and
clinical areas from which healthcare
organizations usually draw their executives. African-Americans, for example, make up just over 3 percent of
practicing physicians nationwide, and
a 2014 survey of 5,300 MBA candidates in the United States found that
only 6 percent identified as Black.
Working toward greater represen-

tation of women and minorities in
healthcare leadership roles is not only
the right thing to do, it’s also a care
imperative. Consider that 32 percent
of hospital patients in the U.S. belong to racial and ethnic minorities,
and that each patient experiences the
healthcare system differently based
on his or her unique history, environment, cultural background and personal beliefs.
If healthcare providers are serious
about offering culturally competent,
community-based solutions, having
leaders who can implement organizational strategies that meet patients
where they are and advocate for the
needs of diverse populations is mission critical.
Not only is this approach good for
patients, it’s good for the continued
strength and sustainability of healthcare organizations. In a 2015 survey
of healthcare executives, 72 percent
reported that diversity enhances
care equity, 71 percent believed cultural differences within management
teams foster successful decisionmaking, and two-thirds said diverse
leaders can help an organization
reach its strategic goals.
To take advantage of these benefits, healthcare providers should consider a number of measures to boost
the share of women and minorities in
their executive ranks, from making

stronger efforts to advance female
and minority candidates from within
to promoting healthcare management
as a career among diverse audiences.
And all along the talent pipeline, it’s
critically important to communicate
an inclusive organizational culture –
one that ensures diverse candidates
are welcome and successful at the
organization.
As an African-American woman, I
know the road to the C-suite can be a
difficult journey, and even uncertain.
But a willingness to take risks and
step outside one’s comfort zone is
critical for aspiring executives. Embracing one’s role in an unfamiliar or
challenging environment is the only
way to grow and gain respect from
senior leadership.
When it comes to diversity among
healthcare leaders, we have much
more work to do. But if organizations commit to pulling the best and
brightest diverse talent to the top,
and if promising minority candidates
continue to strive upward, we can
create a healthcare system in which
our leaders better represent the backgrounds and interests of the patients
we serve.
Patricia A. Maryland, Dr.PH, is
the president of Healthcare Operations and chief operating officer of
Ascension Healthcare, a division of
Ascension.

We the people must set the political agenda
By Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.
Trice Edney Newswire
Sexual boasting,
emails, tax returns,
deplorables – the second presidential debate featured insults
wrapped up in putdowns. This debate
was held within miles of Ferguson,
Mo., but it was never mentioned.
The citizens who offered questions
asked about issues – health care, the
Supreme Court, energy. The moderators peddled scandals – and elicited
insults.
Some things are clear. Donald
Trump has no clue how insulting he
is when he makes his brazen appeal
to black and Latino voters, promising to “do things that haven’t been
done, including fixing and making
our inner cities better for the AfricanAmerican citizens that are so great,
and for the Latinos, Hispanics, and I
look forward to doing it.”
That’s great, but Trump has of-

fered no plan to accomplish this. He
asks us only to trust him. But someone who has fanned the flames of
racial resentment in his campaign,
trashed Mexicans and Muslims and
insulted women is not exactly a person to gain a lot of trust.
Clinton promises to be the president of all of America. And she offers real plans. She would raise the
minimum wage and make college
tuition free for all but the rich. She
calls for a major plan to rebuild
America, investing in infrastructure
and schools and water systems. That
will put people to work in good jobs
and make our cities better. And she’s
embraced Rep. James Clyburn’s 1020-30 pledge to invest 10 percent of
federal contracting in communities
comprising 20 percent of the nation’s
population that have been below the
poverty line for 30 years. That would
help both white, rural communities
and urban ghettos and barrios. Clinton isn’t just saying trust me; she’s
laying out plans that could make a

difference.
But what the debate made clear is
how important it is for the people to
set the agenda after the election. Voting is vital but not sufficient. What
we do can change the national agenda and force action.
When Dwight D. Eisenhower was
elected president, he did not have any
thought about using federal troops to
desegregate schools in Little Rock.
The movement forced that on his
agenda. John F. Kennedy had no
commitment to ending segregation
of public accommodations; the civil
rights movement forced that onto
his agenda. Lyndon Johnson thought
continuing the war in Vietnam would
protect him politically. The antiwar
movement changed that calculation.
Today, Black Lives Matter has
forced criminal justice reform onto
the agenda of both parties. The Fight
for $15 has pushed that minimum
wage hikes in cities across the country. Immigration reform is part of
Clinton’s first 100-day plan because

citizen movements have forced it
there.
The next president will make fateful decisions about war in the Middle
East, about how to get the economy
moving, about Supreme Court nominees, about getting health care costs
under control, about climate change,
about growing, unsustainable and extreme inequality, about reviving the
Voting Rights Act.
We can’t afford to leave these
choices to the next president, no
matter who is elected. We can’t let
a Congress corrupted by big money
and entrenched lobbies set the agenda. Citizens in motion must force the
vital and the just onto the next president’s and the next Congress’ agenda. We will decide by what we do,
or by what we decide not to do. One
thing is clear, it is time to organize.
Jesse L. Jackson Sr. is founder and
president of the Chicago-based Rainbow PUSH Coalition. You can keep
up with his work at www.rainbowpush.org

Trump focusing on party, not national interests
By Bobby E. Mills, PhD
Special to The Mississippi Link
Abraham Lincoln
said it best: “A nation divided against
itself cannot stand!
The very nature of
democracy as a political governing system
of check and balances is about compromising on methods of how to obtain the universal common good, not
compromising moral values and spiritual principles. This is why American society has three equal branches
of governmental power.
An individual cannot convince a
fool against his own will not to be a
fool. Therefore, only a fool can identify with another fool (Donald Trump
followers). This is why the Bible emphatically states: “Answer not a fool
according to his folly, lest thou also
be like unto him.” (Proverbs 26: 4).
Fellow Americans, God is a promise
keeper, and Trump is a promise maker breaker with no good intentions,
but his own. “But as it is written, Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man,

the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9).
To be an American or not to be an
American is the question? Trump is
not capable of intellectually, mentally
and morally understanding the role of
the presidency of the United States of
America. And, above all, understand
that America’s birth is grounded in
multiculturalism.
The 2016 presidential election
has absolutely nothing to do with
Trump, but everything to do with the
American public; especially Trump
supporters. Everybody should understand who Trump is, especially if you
have ears to hear, eyes to see, a mind
to think and a heart to know the truth.
This editorial is going somewhere;
therefore, for the sake of American
society go with me.
At this time, America is the greatest
nation on the Earth. But, the spinmasters (the press and Trump followers)
would have the American people believe that nothing is right with America. Therefore, elect Trump and
“Make America Great Again.” It’s all
about jobs, and the American Dream

that is a suburban home, two cars and
a college education for their children.
But, we all know, especially Trump
followers, that it is also about white
privilege and institutional racism.
However, even in our wildest imagination no one would have believed
the recent Trump sexist revelations,
the verbal-sexual-antics and physical
abuse of women openly joked about
in the recent video clip.
In recent years Americans, especially black Americans, have admired, respected and even praised
Bill Cosby for his humanitarianism
and dramatic genius as an entertainer. But, when 40 or more women
brought to the attention of the American public that they were sexually
violated by Cosby many individuals
said he should be placed on trial, convicted and placed in jail. Yet, Cosby
has never indicated publicly that he
desired to become the leader of the
free world.
Trump in the video seen on Oct.
7, by the world, with the promise of
potentially more to come, proves one
indisputable point: Trump is a firstclass-low-life representing an out-

raged cultural dimension of American society, and as a consequence has
made America the joke of the free
world. Trump represents a vulgar, unsophisticated form of white privilege
in the most pluralistic-multi-cultural
society in the world.
Without a doubt, Trump is morally
debunk and intellectually unfit to hold
the office of president. Talking about
former President Bill Clinton’s sin is
not justification for one’s own sins.
Former President Clinton has paid for
his sins; he lost his law license, paid
a monetary fine and apologized to the
American people for his sins. But,
more importantly, Bill Clinton is not
on the Nov. 8 ballot.
The second presidential debate
was an international disgrace before
both God and the world community.
Trump attempted to boldly defend
and justify his sin rather than ask for
godly forgiveness and stepping down
in his pursuit of attempting to become
the leader of the free world.
Bobby E. Mills is an accomplished
college professor and public sector
administrator. He can be reached at
millsbobby@sbcglobal.net.

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist
House Majority Leader Paul
Ryan (R-WI) is anticipating a
Trump win in November. Or, at
least, he is preparing for it. He
says that if Republicans hold
sway in the White House, the
House and the Senate, he plans to
use budget reconciliation to repeal the American Care Act (also known as Obamacare) and
to impose tax cuts on the wealthy. Ryan says he
will not even attempt any bipartisanship as he
shoves his regressive agenda down the throats
of our people. Instead, he says that he can make
it work, especially if he has a Trump White
House.
This is, perhaps, why Republicans who appear to have at least a little bit of good sense are
going for the nonsense. They know that Trump,
with his head in the cloud and his rhetoric in
the gutter, will let them get away with anything
they want. He will agree to their tax cuts because they coincide with his agenda to reward
the wealthy. Trump will go along with cuts to
Obamacare because he wasn’t loving it in the
first place. He will let conservative Republicans
hold sway, especially if they reward him with
their votes in November.
Ryan calls his plan a “Better Way” policy
agenda. It is an aggressive move that assumes
that Republicans will control both the House
and the Senate. They might not – if people vote,
and vote down ballot, there is a real chance that
Democrats can control the Senate. The House
is a much bigger challenge, and it is likely that
Republicans will continue to hold sway in the
house. But there are too many folks who say
they won’t vote, and their votes could make a
real difference. In Ohio, Wisconsin, Michigan
and Florida (among other states), those who
choose to refrain from voting are really voting
for a Trump-Ryan agenda.
The attack on Obamacare is especially problematic. While the President’s Affordable Care
Act is clearly flawed, it expanded health insurance for more than 20 million people. It isn’t the
desired single payer care, but it provides opportunity and takes the first step in expanding the
social contract since the Roosevelt years. The
American Care Act can be used as a foundation
to expand health insurance coverage and, in my
mind, single-payer is the ultimate goal. But legislators rejected the single-payer plan that Sen.
Edward Kennedy (D-Ma) proposed for decades.
The Affordable Care Act is a compromise. We
need to move forward in improving the ACA,
not backward in repealing it. Trump and Ryan
would restrict rights instead of expanding them.
According to Politico, Ryan thinks that a divided government contributes to gridlock. He’d
be happy if the presidency, the congress, and
the senate were all Republican. What about the
rest of us? Does he see our voice in this? Not
according to Ryan. He tells Politico “I’m tired
of divided government. It doesn’t work very
well.” He seems to ignore the fact that there are
legitimate differences among legislators and
that these differences need to be worked out.
He is uninterested in compromise. Instead, he
wants to shove his position down the throats of
other people.
Ryan has explicitly called Donald Trump a
racist. He has eschewed many of his policies.
Other Republicans have been openly repulsed
by their bellicose standard bearer, disturbed by
his racist bluster and his wacky wildness. But
they have thrown their discernment to the wind,
embracing the man they have described as a rabid racist because they prefer him to an embrace
of integrity.
As we count down to the Nov. 8 election,
people are coming forward to say they are undecided, conflicted and have to vote for third
parties because they can neither tolerate Clinton nor Trump. But the bottom line is that either
Clinton or Trump will win the presidency. Really. Those Republicans who support Trump are
openly supporting evil. They will dance with
the devil to their detriment.
African Americans, especially, need to look at
that which Trump has promised. He has promised discrimination. He has described our lives
as hell. He has been a bully and a documented
discriminator. He has been too much. He should
be enough to repel us. Ryan has called Trump a
racist, but he is willing to dance with the devil
because it serves his purposes. What about you?
Julianne Malveaux is an author and economist. Her latest book “Are We Better Off?
Race, Obama and Public Policy” is available
via www.amazon.com for booking, wholesale inquiries or for more info visitwww.juliannemalveaux.com
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Engineer’s ‘hustle’ becomes
successful construction company
By Avis Thomas-Lester
Urban News Service
Brunson L. Cooper dreamed
of starting his own construction firm but he had no money,
no investors and no connections. He decided to become
his own rich uncle.
The engineer spent 16 years
working at Turner Construction, one of America’s largest builders. He always lived
below his means and saved
what he could. But his nest egg
wasn’t enough to start his own
construction firm in 2009. So
he kept his “day job” at Turner
for three years, while starting
Corenic Construction Group
on the side. Keeping his job
at Turner provided money to
get started and time to raise
additional funds, to assemble
a team and land his first few
projects.
“Then I never looked back,”
said Cooper, 43, of Bowie,
Md. “The company had grown
enough that it needed my fulltime attention, and I could actually take care of my family as
well as I had at Turner.”
Corenic Construction, based

Cooper PHOTO COURTESY OF BRUNSON
L. COOPER
in Washington, D.C., employs
30 people who have completed
more than 1,000 projects, including a 30,000 square-foot
showroom addition at BMW
of Sterling, Va., and renovation
of a 9,500-square-foot space at
George Mason University in
Fairfax, Va.
Corenic’s clients have included the Army, Navy, the
Department of Homeland Security, LOWE Enterprises
and the Penzance Companies.
Corenic earned $20 million
last year, Cooper said. Quite a

turnaround from a business he
started on the side in 2009.
Cooper’s secret is simple:
old-fashioned integrity, honesty and hard work. Cooper said
these principles were instilled
in him as he grew up in tiny
Hemingway, South Carolina,
a three-traffic-light town 32
miles – as the crow flies – from
Myrtle Beach.
His father, the late Brunson
Cooper Jr., worked as a mill
foreman at International Paper.
His mother, Gladys, 79, taught
second grade. His older brother, Calvin Davis, still lives in
town and coaches high school
basketball. Letia Cooper, his
younger sister, is the IT coordinator for the Williamsburg
County School District, where
each of the Coopers went to
school.
When Cooper’s father wasn’t
at the factory, he tended a huge
garden behind the family’s
home. It supplied vegetables
for the Coopers and several senior citizens. The elder Cooper
also ran a catering company
which barbecued whole pigs.
Little Brunson was his assis-

tant.
“My dad always said, ‘Have
your job and have what you
call your hustle.’ Your hustle
is a job to help you make extra
money,” Cooper said, laughing. “Catering was his hustle.”
Cooper said his chores included tidying the family’s 2.5acre spread with a push mower
every week and washing his
father’s Chevy pick-up every
three or four days.
“He kept me very grounded
in terms of working to get what
you want or need in life,” Cooper said.
In high school, the six-foot4-inch Cooper excelled on the
basketball court and in the art
studio. He spent one summer
in the coveted South Carolina
Governor’s School for the Arts
and Humanities program. He
worked another summer at a
local Tupperware plant.
Cooper started at North
Carolina A&T University as
a graphic arts major, but later
switched to architecture and
civil engineering. His bachelor’s degree is in civil engineering.

Cooper’s first job after college was in Turner’s D.C. office. In his first major project,
he supervised construction of
the Society of Human Resources’ building on Duke Street in
Alexandria, Va.
Thomas Moorehead, America’s first black Rolls Royce
dealership owner, said he first
worked with Cooper 13 years
ago on a project that Turner
was building for him. Moorehead had asked Turner to include people of color among
those who built his structures.
Though the young engineer had limited experience,
Moorehead said Cooper convinced him that he could do
the job. Since Cooper started
Corenic, the two have collaborated on several projects
at Moorehead’s Sterling, Virginia auto complex, including
construction of his MINI and
Rolls Royce showrooms. Also
in greater Washington, D.C.,
Cooper is scheduled to build
Moorehead Lamborghini and
McLaren showrooms and a
Harley Davidson store.
“He’s always done an out-

standing job,” Moorehead said.
Cooper credits industry
friends and colleagues for spurring him to start Corenic. He
said he first considered launching his own company while
performing
home-improvement projects for acquaintances on the side – his hustle
– while working for Turner.
Cooper often works 12-hour
days, necessary if he’s to reach
his dream to double his company within five years. He’s also
a busy family man. He and his
wife, Tia, a financial manager,
have two children – Lillian Corine, 9, and Brunson Dominic,
7. “Corenic” is a contraction of
his daughters’ middle names.
“He doesn’t mind working hard and doing whatever
he thinks he needs to do to
complete the job,” said Corey
Pressley, 43, of Alexandria,
Virginia, who has known Cooper since high school. “Because he’s got charisma, he’s
able to network well. That’s
important, because if people
think you work hard and they
respect you, they’ll work with
you.”

‘Stop whining,’ Obama tells Trump
By Kevin Freking
and Kathleen Hennessey
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – President
Barack Obama Oct. 18, tore
into Donald Trump for sowing
suspicion about the integrity
of the U.S. election, telling the
Republican presidential nominee to “stop whining” and focus on winning votes.
Obama
called Trump’s
intensifying,
pre-emptive
warnings about voter fraud
“unprecedented” in modern politics. The rhetoric is
not based on any evidence,
Obama said, but is simply
aimed at discrediting the elec-

tion before the first votes are
counted.
“You start whining before the game’s even over?”
Obama said at a press conference. “Then you don’t have
what it takes to be in this job.”
Obama delivered his biting
rebuke at the White House,
where he hosted Italy’s Prime
Minister Matteo Renzi for a
state visit.
The president initially said
he would pull his punches
when it comes to politics, respecting the official setting.
But when he was asked about
Trump’s rhetoric, he did not
hold back.

The president also accused
Trump of showering praise
and modeling his policies on
Russian President Vladimir
Putin to a degree that is “unprecedented in American politics.”
Trump has praised Putin as
a strong leader and criticized
Obama and the Democratic
presidential nominee, Hillary
Clinton, for Washington’s deteriorating relationship with
Moscow.
In an interview Oct. 17,
Trump promised a closer relationship with Putin, if elected,
starting with a possible meeting with Putin before the U.S.

It’s a boy for Washington, hubby
The Mississippi Link Newswire
LOS ANGELES – Kerry
Washington has given birth to
her second child, but in typical
fashion kept news of the arrival of her son under wraps for
nearly two weeks.
A birth certificate obtained
Oct. 18, shows the “Scandal”
star her husband, former NFL
player Nnamdi Asomugha,

welcomed
their son Caleb
Kalechi
Asomugha
Oct. 5.
The
couple also has
a 2-year-old

Washington
daughter.
Washington and Asomugha
are protective of their privacy.

The actress jokingly denied she
was pregnant in an interview
with The Associated Press in
August while promoting her
work with a domestic violence
charity.
Weeks later, she walked the
Emmys red carpet in a custom
black strapless gown with cutouts above her waist to accentuate her baby bump.

inauguration.
The president’s remarks
come as Trump and his Republican allies are looking
for ways to swing momentum
their way after a damaging
few weeks in the campaign.
Earlier Oct. 18, Republicans
seized the latest developments
in the Clinton email controversy as an issue that could
help Trump make up ground
in the final presidential debate
Oct. 19.
That followed news that the
State Department had asked
FBI officials to lower the classification of a sensitive email
related to the attack on the

U.S. compound in Benghazi,
Libya. FBI notes released Oct.
17, revealed discussion of a
“quid pro quo” in trying to get
the email reclassified, though
it’s not clear who first raised
the issue, both State and FBI
officials deny any bargaining
took place.
Obama said Oct. 18, the version Trump and other Republicans are talking about is “just
not true.”
Trump called it “one of the
great miscarriages of justice”
in history.
The GOP candidate has continued his warnings that the
election is “rigged,” angering

not only Democrats but fellow
Republicans who worry his
claims will hurt public faith in
all elections.
As news about the emails
hit, Melania Trump made her
first public comments about
the allegations of sexual assault and misconduct lodged
against her husband.
In an interview with Fox
News aired Oct. 18, Mrs.
Trump said she believes the
accusations were coordinated
by political rivals: “They want
to damage the presidency of
my husband, and it was all
planned, it was all organized
from the opposition.”
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#BlackoutBR protests, boycotts continue Pot for kids?
Maine official
in Baton Rouge over Sterling shooting
By Meghan Ellis
The Drum, NNPA Member
BATON ROUGE – As shootings continue to plague cities across
the country, frustrated citizens are
continuing their fight for justice.
With each shooting, dashcam and
other forms of surveillance footage
have been released to ensure complete disclosure. Unfortunately, that
hasn’t been the case with the deadly
shooting of Alton Sterling in Baton
Rouge.
After nearly three months, only
the cell phone videos filmed by
spectators have been released. In
addition to the withholding of dashcam footage and other surveillance
videos, Baton Rouge police officers
Blane Salamoni and Howie Lake II
are still on administrative leave. No
charges have been brought against
the officers and citizens are wondering why.
Now, citizens and protesters are
demanding answers. Sept. 26 was
declared #BlackOutBR, a day where
local citizens wore black clothes and
did not work, go to college or shop.
A rally was held at the steps of City
Hall calling for information on the
Alton Sterling case. After the rally,
protesters entered a police reform
meeting to hear the committee’s
plans and to demand answers and
action.

Protesters line the walls of a conference room at city hall during a police reform meeting in Baton Rouge, La. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DRUM
“The problem is, with an exception of a few, we don’t see these
people in the community,” businessman Cleve Dunn Jr. told the committee. “When you look around and
you don’t see the community, there
should be no meeting.”
The committee included District
Attorney Hillar Moore, councilmembers Tara Wicker, Donna Collins Lewis and Erika Green, Baton
Rouge Police Department Chief
Carl Dabadie Jr., local pastors and
residents.
“What happens when leaders and
protesters disrupt a meeting on police reform? Things get uncomfortable, they get real, and then they
get a seat at the table, alongside the
chief of police, the DA, & the DOJ,”

wrote artist Walter Geno McLaughlin on Facebook.
More than 30 protesters lined the
walls of the small meeting room, including Sterling’s aunts.
“We want to press upon our local
government but also go all the way
to feds that we want a decision on
the investigation,” said Dunn who
explained the reason for the gathering and expressed protesters’ demands.
“This issue of Alton Sterling has
been divested from the people in
this room as much as we hate to
hear that,” said Will Jorden, who
is an assistant district attorney and
prosecutor. “We hear the frustration.
I am frustrated. These pastors are
frustrated. But what this (commit-

tee) does is give the people a sense
of legitimacy and to be able to move
forward with positive change.”
Wicker said that the group wasn’t
charged with coming up with solutions.
“That’s not our job. That’s not
what we are doing here,” said Wicker. “Our charge is to setup an infrastructure so that what you are saying
can actually be heard, documented
and put into a policy paper that will
be submitted as the voice of the
community.”
Protesters presented a list of demands which included a request
for changes to be made to city and
state flood contracts. The change to
contracts would require the cancellation of current contracts in order to
include black-owned firms in renegotiations.
The third demand is in reference
to police reform. With incidents of
alleged injustices resolved with internal investigations, community
leaders and local citizens adamantly
believe there needs to be a task force
in place on state and local law enforcement levels to reform police
departments across the city and state.
The Drum is a member publication of the National Newspaper Publishers Association.
Learn more about becoming a
member at www.nnpa.org.

President Obama talks about future of HBCUs,
My Brother’s Keeper at North Carolina A&T
By Freddie Allen
NNPA Newswire Managing Editor
During a recent town hall discussion at North Carolina A & T University in Greensboro, President
Barack Obama said that historically
black colleges that are producing engineers, doctors and dentists serve
as the foundation stone for building
black middle class wealth and success, and are also important to the
entire nation.
Obama answered audience questions about the future of Historically
Black Colleges and Universities,
his signature My Brother’s Keeper
initiative and social activism at the
event hosted by “The Undefeated,”
an ESPN website dedicated to the exploration of sports, race and culture.
As the nation grows more diverse
and educational opportunities that
were once off-limits to blacks are
now more available, some have questioned the relevancy of HBCUs.
In 2011, the Obama Administration received sharp criticism after
changes in the Federal Direct PLUS
loan program, disproportionately affected black students attending HBCUs, forcing many to either delay
their dreams of earning a college
degree or abandon them altogether.
Three years later, the Department of
Education issued updated guidelines
that were praised by higher education
advocates and included less restrictive credit requirements for the loan
program.
Obama said that the challenge
with the Parent PLUS program was
that some of the loans offered were

President Barack Obama challenged
audience members to get involved in
their communities at a recent town
hall event at North Carolina A&T University. This photo was taken during
the swearing-in ceremony for Attorney General Loretta Lynch at Warner
Theatre in Washington, D.C. PHOTO BY
FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA

“particularly expensive” and left too
many students deeply in debt without
graduating.
“The notion was to try to improve
the way in which young people were
financing their educations,” said
Obama. “Part of the challenge here is
to make sure, not just that (students)
enroll in college, but that (they) graduate from college.”
Obama said that HBCUs receive
$4 billion a year from the federal
government and noted that Pell grant
funding to HBCUs increased by 150
percent, while he’s been in office.
The president also expressed concerns over state-level budget cuts to

higher education that have had a significant impact on the financial stability of HBCUs.
“Unless state legislatures pick up
some of this slack, there’s only so
much the federal government is going to be able to do to fill the void
through loans, because ultimately
loans mean debt and it adds up and
people can get into trouble,” said
Obama. “If you’re really concerned
about more resources for HBCUs
then you better vote. If you don’t
vote, you won’t have any say in the
decisions that are made in state capitals or in Congress about the support
that you receive.”
Obama also talked about the future
of the My Brother’s Keeper initiative, a program that was launched to
address the unique challenges facing
young men and boys of color.
Obama said that the central principle of MBK is to have some adult
who is taking interest in the young
men, “to have somebody that is
showing them here’s an alternative,
here’s a pathway, here’s an opportunity that you can seize and you are
worth something and you are important and you are a leader.”
Obama added: “It doesn’t take a lot
to transform the lives of young men.”
MBK has partnered with organizations like the National Basketball Association and major corporations like
Sprint have committed to make sure
that one million young people have
broadband Internet access to start
closing that digital gap. Obama said
that 250 communities and cities have
launched local MBK programs.

“Some cities are doing better than
others, some corporate citizens are
investing more than others and we
want everybody to get involved,”
said Obama.
When asked about what it takes
to manage the challenges of raising a family and a successful career,
Obama admitted that balancing professional achievement and family is
something that he and the First Lady
Michelle Obama have had to wrestle
with.
Managing those responsibilities
is particularly burdensome on the
mom, said Obama.
“There’s no doubt that Michelle
carried a greater burden than I did,
particularly, because the nature of my
work required a lot of travel,” said
Obama, adding that soon-to-be dads
must understand the level of commitment required to balance work and
family responsibilities successfully.
He said that it was important to understand, that if you’re going to have
a real partnership, you have to give
and not just take and you have to be
there and present at home.
“On my deathbed I will not remember any bills I passed, I will
not remember any speeches I gave,
I will not remember getting the Nobel Prize,” said Obama. “What I will
remember is holding hands with my
daughters and taking them down to a
park. That’s one thing I know, that on
my deathbed, that is what I will remember and if you approach life with
that attitude then you’re going to appropriately invest in what is most important.”

Class-action lawsuit seeks sweeping help for Flint
By Ed White
Associated Press

DETROIT – Several families
filed a class-action lawsuit Oct. 18,
against the state of Michigan and
the Flint school district, saying more
needs to be done to help students
whose academic performance and
behavior have worsened because of
the city’s lead-tainted water.
The school system was already
struggling before Flint’s water supply was contaminated by lead over
an 18-month period.
The city switched to a new water
source, the Flint River, in 2014, but
the corrosive water wasn’t properly
treated, causing lead from old pipes
and fixtures to flow through taps.

The 15 families say the state Education Department, the Flint district
and a countywide district already are
not complying with laws intended to
help disabled students, and that the
lead crisis is only compounding the
problem.
“The extensive lead poisoning in
Flint has combined with the lack of
essential special education resources
in the Flint schools to create a tragic
crisis,” attorney Gregory Little said.
There is no dispute that lead affects the brain and nervous system,
especially in children. No safe lead
level in kids has been identified by
experts.
There are approximately 30,000
Flint residents who are 19 or young-

er, including roughly 5,400 who attend public schools, according to the
lawsuit.
The lead exposure “put all children in Flint at risk of a disability,”
the lawsuit states. It quotes a 7-yearold boy who was exposed to lead as
saying, “I don’t know how to read.”
“All they do is send him home,
with no services and no support,”
his mother, Nakiya Wakes, said in a
written statement.
The lawsuit seeks a long list of
changes, including enhanced screening of children at age 3 to determine
if they’re eligible for special education; preschool for all children; a
review of all individual education
plans for students with disabilities;

staff training; a special monitor to
oversee changes over seven years.
The state declined to comment on
the lawsuit, which was filed in federal court by the American Civil Liberties Union and firms with expertise
in education law.
Flint school Superintendent Bilal
Tawwab said the lawsuit was being
reviewed, but he added that additional services have been offered to
families and students.
The city of Flint returned to a
Detroit-area water agency in 2015
while it awaits a new pipeline to
Lake Huron, but residents still are
urged to drink only bottled water or
filtered tap water while the system
heals.

warns of loophole
in referendum
By Patrick Whittle
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine – Supporters of a referendum to legalize marijuana for recreational
use have touted the proposal as applying only
to adults 21 and older, but it could actually legalize marijuana for everyone – even children,
Maine Attorney General Janet Mills warned.
The interpretation by the state’s top prosecutor, a Democrat, provided a late gift to marijuana opponents and put referendum supporters on
the defensive.
Scott Gagnon, who directs anti-legalization
group Smart Approach to Marijuana, said the
organization will have new TV and radio ads
next week playing up Mills’ concerns about
kids and pot.
“There would be nothing in Maine to prevent
a young person from having marijuana. We’re
asking, was it purposeful, or was it just gross
negligence?” he said. “If it’s gross negligence,
I’m not sure I want those people writing drug
policy.”
Pro-marijuana forces hope Maine and Massachusetts will become the first two states in New
England – and the East Coast – to legalize pot
for more than medical use when voters cast ballots on Nov. 8.
In Maine, referendum supporters say the language in the proposal clearly states that it would
legalize marijuana only for those 21 and older,
but Mills came to a different conclusion.
Mills said the referendum removes existing
legal language that makes possession of small
amounts of marijuana a civil infraction for both
adults and children. That means there would
be no penalties for children who consume or
smoke marijuana, she said.
Scott Anderson, an attorney who represents
the pro-legalization Campaign to Regulate
Marijuana Like Alcohol, disagrees with the attorney general’s interpretation and is encouraging voters to read the text of the proposal ahead
of the vote.
The referendum language says approval
would allow “a person 21 years of age or older
to use, possess or transport marijuana accessories and up to 2½ ounces of prepared marijuana.”
Anderson questioned why Mills didn’t raise
her concerns sooner.
“This is a very last-minute change that we
were neither expecting nor can explain,” Anderson said. “We’re encouraging folks to read
the voter guide.”
Maine Gov. Paul LePage, who previously admitted trying marijuana when he was younger,
took to social media with a statement denouncing the referendum.
LePage warned that passage of the proposal
could lead to more highway fatalities, and he
said the active ingredient in pot could harm
children and pets.
“Pot snacks, like cookies, candy, gummy
bears and soda, children can’t tell” if there’s
marijuana in them, he said.
A recent poll commissioned for the Portland Press Herald indicated 53 percent of respondents supported the referendum, while 38
percent opposed it. It’s unclear whether Mills’
comments will sway referendum supporters or
voters who’re undecided.
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LEGAL

LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT

ZONING CASE NO. 3953

ZONING CASE NO. 3955

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice to Apply for Package Retailer Permit

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that
Freddie L. Davis & Audrey B. Wiley has filed with the Planning Board for the City of
Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from C2 & C3 (General) Commercial
District to SUD Special Use District & CMU – (Community) Mixed-Use District to redevelop property for a mixed use development and cemetery on property located at
Parcels 835-55 & 835-5-1 on Highway 18, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County,
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in
any way affected thereby, that Singh Motors, LLC has filed with the Planning
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to build
a used car dealership within a C-3 (General) Commercial District on property
located at the corner of US Hwy 49 & Presidential Drive (Parcel #804-5), in
the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A parcel of land situated in the Southwest ¼ of Section 15, Township 5 North. Range
1 West, City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being
particularly described by metes and bounds as follows:

A certain parcel of land being situated in the Southwest ¼ of Section 12,
T6N-Rl W in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being
more particularly described as follows:

Commence at a set iron pin at the Southeast corner of Parcel Number 4 of the L.
J. Jackson Partition (as described in deed recorded in Book 712 Page 483, and as
depicted on plat recorded in Book 712, Page 480, both in the records of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi), said Southeast corner being the
POINT OF BEGINNING for the parcel herein described; run then South 89° 42’ 35”
West for a distance of 87.02 feet along the Southern line of the said Parcel Number
4 to a found iron pin; thence leave said Southern line of Parcel Number 4 of the L.
J. Jackson Partition and run South 13 ° 44’ 35” West for a distance of 178.20 feet to a
found iron pin; thence run South 27 ° 55’ 57” West for a distance of 148.54 feet to a
found iron pin on the extension of the Northeastern right of way line of New Market
Place; thence South 55° 26’ 25” East for a distance of 2.19 feet to a set iron pin on
the said Northeastern right of way line; thence South 34 °33’ 35” West for a distance
for 60.00 feet along the Northwestern right of way line of the said New Market Place
to a set iron pin; thence South 55°26’ 25” East for a distance of 307.00 feet along the
Southwestern right of way line of the said New Market Place to a set iron pin at the
Northwestern right of way line of Mississippi Highway No. 18; thence run 558.30 feet
along the arc of a 1,822.23 foot radius curve to the right along the said Northwestern
right of way line of Mississippi Highway No. 18, said arc having a 556.22 foot chord
which bears South 47° 45’ 14” West to a found iron pin; thence leave said Northwestern right of way line of Mississippi Highway No. 18 said arc having a 556.12
foot chord which bears South 31° 17’ 25” West to a set iron pin; thence leave said
Northwestern right of way line of Mississippi Highway No. 18 and run North 3117’ 25”
West for a distance of 287.25 feet to a set iron pin; thence South 32° 58’ 25” East for
a distance of 295.22 feet to a set iron pin at the said Northwestern right of way line
of Mississippi Highway No. 18; thence run 659.82 feet long the arc of a 1,822.23
foot radius curve to the right along the said Northwestern right if the way line of Mississippi Highway No. 18, said arc having a 656.22 foot chord which bears South
71° 20’ 33’ West to a found iron pin; thence leave said Northwestern right of way of
Mississippi Highway No. 18 and run North 01° 13’ 17” East for a distance of 1,182.27
feet to a found iron pin at the Southwest corner of Parcel Number 7 of the said L. J.
Jackson Partition; thence North 00° 03’ O5” East for a distance if 768.00 feet along
the Western line of the Parcel Number 7 to a set iron pin at the Northwestern corner
thereof; thence South 89° 56’ 55” East for a distance of 276.80 feet along the Northern
line of the said Parcel #7 to a set iron pin at the Northeast corner thereof; thence
South 00° 03’ OS” West for a distance of 766.35 feet along the Eastern line of the
said Parcel #7 to a set iron pin at the Southeast corner thereof; thence North 89 42’
35’ East for a distance of 276.80 feet along the Southern line of the Parcel Number
6 of the said L. J. Jackson Partition to a set iron pin at the Southeast corner thereof,
said iron pin also being the Southwest corner of Parcel Number 5 of the said L. J.
Jackson partition; thence North 00 03’ OS” East for a distance of 764.70 feet along
the Western line of the said Parcel Number 5 to a set iron pin at the Northwestern
corner thereof; thence South 89° 56’ 55” East for a distance of 553.60 feet along the
Northern line of the said Parcel Number 5 and Parcel Number 4 of the said L.J. Jackson Partition to a set iron pin at the Northeast corner thereof to a set iron pin; thence
South 00° 03’ OS” West for a distance of 761.40 feet along the Eastern line of the said
Parcel Number 4 to the Southeast corner thereof and the POINT OF BEGINNING,
containing 36.6242 acres (1,595.351 square feet), more or less.

Commence at an existing ½” iron pin on the southeastern right-of way line
of Presidential Drive marking the northernmost corner of Lot 7, Presidential
Hills, Part 2, a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof, on file and
of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson,
Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 24 at Page 5; run thence North
53 degrees 56 minutes 58 seconds East along said southeastern
right-of-way line of Presidential Drive for a distance of 251.50 feet to a
set ½” iron pin marking the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land
herein described; from said POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence North 53
degrees 41 minutes 03 seconds East along said southeastern right-ofway line of Presidential Drive for a distance of 542.96 feet to an existing
concrete right-of-way monument marking the Point of Intersection of said
southeastern right-of-way line of Presidential Drive with the West
right-of-way line of U.S. Highway 49; leaving said southeastern rightof-way line of Presidential Drive, run thence South 75 degrees 07 minutes
52 seconds East along said West right-of-way line of U.S. Highway 49 for
a distance of 75.56 feet to a set ½” iron pin; run thence South 42 degrees
38 minutes 41 seconds East along said West right-of-way line of U.S.
Highway 49 for a distance of 468.18 feet to a point in the centerline of an
existing ditch; leaving said West right-of-way line of U.S. Highway 49, run
thence South 47 degrees 38 minutes 09 seconds West along said centerline of an existing ditch for a distance of 150.00 feet to a point; run thence
South 54 degrees 24 minutes 55 seconds West along said centerline of an
existing ditch for a distance of 599.73 feet to a point; leaving said centerline
of an existing ditch, run thence North 42 degrees 39 minutes 02 seconds
West for a distance of 546.19 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing
9.34 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, October 26, 2016, at which time
all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing
must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made
to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing
impaired.

10/06/2016, 10/20/2016

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of September 2016.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
10/06/2016, 10/20/2016

Cryptogram Solution

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, October 26, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for
the visually/hearing impaired.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT & VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 3954
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way
affected thereby, that Catherine Patterson has filed with the Planning Board
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit and Variances
for the rear and side yards to build an accessory structure on property for use
as a “mother-in-law” suite on property located at 220 St. Andrews Dr., in the
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly
described as:
Lot Seventy-four (74, THE COUNTRY CLUB OF JACKSON, a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 20 at page 24,
reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.
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The Mississippi Public Broadcasting Foundation (MPBF) is seeking a development director with the responsibility for raising funds and securing financial support from the corporate community for Mississippi Public Broadcasting (MPB). The development director will assist in developing strategies for
television pledge and radio drive campaigns, and managing the foundation’s
membership efforts. The development director is the fundraising professional
that works primarily with the citizens, business community, and other foundations.
This position will be expected to work with the Board of Directors for MPBF
and MPB to help the agency fundraising goals, and act as a liaison between
the two entities. The development director will report to the Executive Director
of Mississippi Public Broadcasting. For complete job description go to www.
mpbonline.org.
SALARY: $80,000

HOW TO APPLY:
• Applicants may submit resumes to Mississippi Public Broadcasting, Attn:
Human Resources, 3825 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS 39211.
Closing Date: Open until filled

10/20/2016 10/27/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200
SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.
• APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
• NEW BUSINESS

• CASE NO. 2016-31, REQUEST BY: LAURA CHRISTEL HORLINGS TO PERFORM EXTERIOR ALTERATION AND REPAIR, INTERIOR ALTERATIONS,
AND NEW CONSTRUCTION AT 906 MADISON ST, IN THE BELHAVEN
HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT.

10/20/2016, 10/27/2016

LEGAL

© Feature Exchange
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Development Director for Mississippi Public Broadcasting Foundation
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Sudoku Solution
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• OTHER ITEMS

© Feature Exchange
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10/20/2016, 10/27/2016, 11/03/2016, 11/10/2016,

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of September 2016.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-

$ZLGHO\XVHGFKHPRWKHUDS\GUXJ7$;27(5( XVHGWRWUHDWEUHDVW
RURWKHUFDQFHUKDVEHHQOLQNHGWRSHUPDQHQWKDLUORVV$VDIHUFKHPR
IRU\RXUKDLUZDVDYDLODEOH,I\RXVXIIHUHGSHUPDQHQWKDLUORVVDIWHU
FKHPRFDOOXVQRZ<RXPD\EHHQWLWOHGWRVLJQLILFDQWFRPSHQVDWLRQ
1RIHHVRUFRVWVXQWLO\RXUFDVHLVVHWWOHGRUZRQ:HSUDFWLFHODZRQO\LQ
$UL]RQDEXWDVVRFLDWHZLWKODZ\HUVWKURXJKRXWWKH86

Notice is hereby given that we the members of Next Level Entertainment,
LLC, owners Martilious Holly and L. Socrates Garrett, intend to make application for a Package Retailer Permit as provided for by the Local Option
Alcoholic Beverage Control Laws, Section 67-1-1, et seq. of the Mississippi
Code of 1972 Annotated. The business being located at the Metro Center
Mall is near the junction of Interstates 20 and 220 at 3645 U.S. Highway 80,
Jackson, Mississippi, 39209. If granted such permit, we propose to operate
as a limited liability company.

PASS
3.792 x 2

drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, October 26, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for
the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 29th day of September 2016.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/06/2016, 10/20/2016

18 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

OCTOBER 20 - 26, 2016

+MEGA LIQUIDATION AUCTION +
1000’s of Items will Sell!

6$785'$<2&72%(5$0

&DQWRQ0XOWLSOH[&HQWHU6ROGLHUV&RORQ\5G&DQWRQ06
Over 300 guns, Harley Davidsons,
Rolexes, Gold & Silver, Tools, Ammo,
Boats, Trailers, and so much more!
FFL INSTANT BACKGROUND CHECK ON SITE!

&/$5.$8&7,216ZZZQLFNFODUNDXFWLRQVFRP
%X\HUV3UHPLXP&DVK&KHFNRU&UHGLW&DUG)RRG 'ULQN

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me,
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”

— J. Fitzgerald,
+MEGA LIQUIDATION AUCTION
+ VA

1000’s of Items
will
It’s a “Sleep Chair”–
for aSell!
comfortable

and relaxing night’s sleep
6$785'$<2&72%(5$0

&DQWRQ0XOWLSOH[&HQWHU6ROGLHUV&RORQ\5G&DQWRQ06
It’s a “Sit Back Chair”– for reading,
Over 300
guns,
watching
TV and
resting Harley Davidsons,
Rolexes, Gold & Silver, Tools, Ammo,
Boats, Trailers,
so much
more!
It’sand
a “Chair”–
for crafting,
eating,
FFL INSTANT BACKGROUND CHECK ON SITE!

visiting with friends and family

&/$5.$8&7,216ZZZQLFNFODUNDXFWLRQVFRP
%X\HUV3UHPLXP&DVK&KHFNRU&UHGLW&DUG)RRG 'ULQN
It’s a “Lift Chair”– that puts your feet
safely on the floor – you’re ready to go!

The Perfect Sleep Chair

®

Now available for only $1999 plus Shipping and Handling.
Call now!

46406

+MEGA LIQUIDATION
AUCTION +
1-800-894-0158
code 65330
when ordering.
1000’s Please
of mention
Items
will
Sell!

6$785'$<2&72%(5$0

&DQWRQ0XOWLSOH[&HQWHU6ROGLHUV&RORQ\5G&DQWRQ06
Over 300 a
guns,
Saving
LifeHarley
from a Davidsons,
potential catastrophe
Rolexes, Gold & Silver, Tools, Ammo,
EVERY
10soMINUTES
Boats,
and
much
more!
“To
you,Trailers,
it’s
the perfect
lift
chair.
To me,
FFL INSTANT BACKGROUND CHECK ON SITE!

it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”
&/$5.$8&7,216ZZZQLFNFODUNDXFWLRQVFRP

%X\HUV3UHPLXP&DVK&KHFNRU&UHGLW&DUG)RRG
'ULQN VA
— J. Fitzgerald,
It’s a “Sleep Chair”– for a comfortable
and relaxing night’s sleep
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Nick Clark Auctions Pick Up
Mega Liquidation Auction

At The Following Locations:

J A C K S O N
UPTON TIRE
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
Countyline Road and State Street
3118 Livingston Road PASS
MURPHY USA
3.792 x 2
CASH & CARRY
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Capitol Street and Monument Street
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
CITY HALL
RITE AID
219 S President St
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
RITE AID
2659 Livingston Road
114 E. McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
6075 Old Canton Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
C A N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
A&I
4331 Highway 80W
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
PASS
DOLLAR GENERAL
B&B
3.792
x4
48 Web
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL 3.556 x 2
BOUTIQUE STORE
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BULLY’S STORE
304 Briarwood Dr
Church Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
COMMUNITY MART
2855 McDowell Rd
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
FRYER LANE GROCERY
104 Terry Rd
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
JJ MOBIL
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
2325 Livingston Rd.
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET
K & K ONE STOP
Northside Drive
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
LACY’S INSURANCE
653 Duling Avenue
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
MediaBids
- Life Alert
46 Web
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
Jackson Medical MallI 3.33
Live x
Alone
2
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
350“To
W Woodrow
Wilson
Avenue
TRAILER
PARK GROCERY
you, it’s the perfect lift chair.
To me,
SHELL FOOD MART
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
it’s
the best
5492
Watkins
Drivesleep chair I’ve ever
B had.”
Y R A M
— J.DOLLAR
Fitzgerald,GENERAL
VA
SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortification and I-55
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
It’s a “Sleep Chair”– forHAVIOR’S
a comfortable AUTO CARE
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
and
relaxing
night’s
sleep
707 North Congress - Jackson,
MS
PASS
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road

Perfect Sleep Chair

VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road
C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51
T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue
R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

3.792 x 4

alone.
It’sbut
a “SitI’m
Back never
Chair”– for
reading,
I have
Life
Alert.®
watching
TV and
resting

It’s a “Sit Back Chair”– for reading,
watching TV and resting

It’s a “Chair”– for crafting, eating,
visiting with friends and family

It’s a “Chair”– for crafting, eating,
visiting with friends and family

AS SEEN ON

TV

®

The Perfect Sleep Chair

®

Auctions

Employment- General

The Perfect
Sleep Chair
MEGA
LIQUIDATION
AUCTION.
LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
Saturday, Now
October
22,for
9:00
YOUR
SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
available
onlya.m.
$1999Canton
plus Shipping
and Handling.
Multiplex Center, 501 Soldiers
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321
Call Colony
now!
Rd., Canton, MS. Over 300 guns, Harley
Employment-Sales
Davidsons, Rolexes, Gold and Silver,
Tools, Ammo, Boats, Trailers, More!
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln Heritage
Please mention code 65330 when ordering.
Clark Auctions #1145. 601-317Life Insurance wants insurance Agents.
2536. www.nickclarkauctions.com
Leads - No Cold Calls - Commissions
®

For a FREE brochure call:

Now available for only $1999 plus Shipping and Handling.
Call now!

46406

1-800-513-0368
1-800-894-0158
Please mention code 65330 when ordering.

It’s a “Lift Chair”– that puts your feet
To– you’re
Place
safely on the floor
readyYour
to go! Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

1-800-894-0158

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES
48 Web
3.556 x 4

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

46406

It’s a “Lift Chair”– that puts your feet
safely on the floor – you’re ready to go!

®

www.mississippilink.com

Paid Daily - Agency Training. Life
Insurance required. Call 1-888-7136020

Saving a Life
EVERY 10 MINUTES

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDfrom
a potential catastrophe
ED! Train at home for a career
working
E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g
with Medical Billing and Insurance
Claims. Online training can get you
DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
Diploma / GED and computer
internet
46/ Web
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
needed. 1-877-259-3880.
3.33
x 4 WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
PASS
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540Computers
7364.
3.792
x
4
COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
Financial
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
DO YOU OWE $10,000 IN BACK
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
TAXES? We help people resolve tax debt.
®
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583$50 cash back upon sign-up. BBB
0945
Accredited. Call for free consultation. 1800-942-3817
Employment- General

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.

AS SEEN ON

TV

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-513-0368

48 Web
3.556 x 4

“Running an advertising
campaign without
newspapers is like
trying to bake a cake
without baking powder.”
That’s what Rufus Olins, chief executive at effectiveness consultancy firm
Benchmarketing for Newsworks said. The ROI study results also
showed that advertising with newspapers increases overall revenue
return on investment by three times!

Shouldn’t your business advertising include all of the
ingredients to rise by being in NEWSPAPERS?
Call for special discounted advertising rates in newspaper networks
for multiple market advertisers.

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

Hiring
Correctional Officers
®

The Mississippi Department of Corrections is looking to hire new correctional
officers statewide at our three state prisons--the Mississippi State Penitentiary
(MSP) at Parchman on Saturday, October 22, 2016, South Mississippi Correctional
Institution
(SMCI)
in
Leakesville on Wednesday, October
19, 2016, and the Central Mississippi
Correctional Facility (CMCF) in Pearl
on Tuesday, October 25, 2016. Interviews and screenings will be conducted at all three state prisons at
8:30 a.m.
Correctional officers are responsible
for
46 Web
the supervision, care, custody, and conx4
trol of inmates. Starting pay is3.33
$2,075.27
per month. Applicants who accept the
correctional officer job must attend a paid
8-week training academy and work a 12hour shift.

Services-Medical
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain,
arthritis? Recent Medicare / health coverage changes may benefit you! Products
are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
1-800-307-7855.
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800971-0493
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

For Sale
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cushAS SEEN ON
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-2318360. www.pews1.com

TV

Home
For a FREE brochure call:

Security

1-800-513-0368

PROTECT YOUR HOME with fully customizable security and 24/7 monitoring
right from your smart-phone. Receive
up to $1500 in equipment, free
(restrictions apply). Call 1-800-815-5610

Insurance
PAYING TOO MUCH FOR SR-22 or
similar high-risk car insurance? Call
NOW to see how we could save you
money today! 1-800-715-5295

Miscellaneous
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

Services-General

“Running an advertising
campaign without
newspapers is like
trying to bake a cake
without baking powder.”

DIRECTV.
NFL
SUNDAY
TICKET
Job requirements include an applicant
(FREE!)
with
Choice
All-Included
must be at least 21 years of age, provide
Package. $60/mo for 24 months. No
proof of a high school diploma or G.E.D.,
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
possess a valid driver's license and Soabout next day installation! 1- 800-215cial Security card, and have no felony or
6713
domestic violence conviction. Males beDISH NETWORK - NEW FLEX PACK.
tween the ages of 21-25 must show proof
Select the Channels You Want. FREE
of Selective Service registration. PotenInstallation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24
tial applicants must also pass a math
months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a
quiz, a written report, a physical agility
month.
CALL
1-800-319-2526
exercise, a drug test (at no cost), a backDIGITAL
AVAILABLE
That’s
Rufus Olins, chief
executive atADVERTISING
effectiveness consultancy
firm
ground investigation and
a what
polygraph
STATEWIDE
newspaper
websites
said.on
The
ROI study results
alsostarttest.
The Interview Benchmarketing
and Screening for Newsworks
showed
that advertising with
increases
overall
revenue
ing newspapers
at $699. Call
Sue at
601-981-3060.
process can last up to four
(4) hours.
return on investment by three times!

Services-Legal

Individuals may apply online at the
DIVORCE
WITH OR
WITHOUT
CHILShouldn’t
your business
advertising
include
all of the
MDOC
website,
DREN,
$125.
Includes name change
www.mdoc.state.ms.us or ingredients
the Missis- to rise
by being
in NEWSPAPERS?
and property settlement agreement. SAVE
sippi State Personnel Board website,
hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-733www.mspb.ms.gov. Or, contact
MDOCdiscounted advertising rates in newspaper networks
Call for special
7165, call us toll FREE 24/7.
Personnel Services at (601) 359-5696 for multiple market advertisers.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEor the Personnel Departments at the
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
facilities: MSP (601) 745-6611 ext.
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
2366, CMCF (601) 932-2880 ext. 6701,
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.
and SMCI (601) 394-5600 ext. 1217.

Mississippi Press Services

To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 95 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement Available
To Place Your Ad Order Call:

MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of October 16, 2016

www.mississippilink.com

FILM REVIEW:

OCTOBER 20 - 26, 2016

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 19

“WHAT
NOW”
KEVIN HART KILLS IN NEW STAND-UP’
By Dwight Brown
NNPA Newswire Film Critic
Has success spoiled Kevin
Hart? Forbes Magazine lists him
as 2016’s highest paid comedian
with an annual income of $87.5
million, from June 1, 2015, to
June 1, 2016.
Unlike many of his cohorts
(Jerry Seinfeld, etc.), Hart makes
lots of his income from live
performances in large stadiums
where he can earn $1 million a
pop. So, it’s fitting that his latest
live concert film was shot outdoors at Philadelphia’s Lincoln
Financial Field, in Hart’s hometown. Fifty thousand people ate
up his bawdy, personal humor
like they were famished. Spoiled
by success? Maybe. Spoiled by
his fans? Definitely, yes.
The 96 minutes of hilarity

opens with a mock James Bond
shtick over the titles that segues
into Hart hooking up with Halle
Berry as they scheme and con
some crooks out of their money
at a casino’s no-limit poker table.
The spoof is funny (written by
Hart), unexpected and features
a cameo by a profanity-spewing
Don Cheadle as Hart gets under
his skin. Hart: “Don’t you have
an empty room at Hotel Rwanda?”
Clad in a tight-fitting black
muscle T-shirt and a fancy goldjeweled necklace he takes center
stage, staring out into a recordsetting night. He’s filled a football stadium, every seat, ardent
fans and a very multicultural
audience. They’ve come to see
a brand of comedy that eschews
politics, topical news and so-

cial issues. The humor sticks to
Hart’s personal life, kids, fiancée
and sexual prowess (he calls satisfying his paramour “Operation
put a hole in your back”), or lack
thereof. Scatological humor, penis jokes, sex toys – nothing is off
the table.
One of the reasons Hart’s game
is so prime for live performances
is that fans can see him up close
or on jumbo screens as he doles
out his brand of physical humor.
He stalks the stage, mimics odd
characters (a woman with one
shoulder, a man with no knee
caps), prances, dances, makes
funny faces and bugs his eyes out
like he just saw his mother naked.
It’s all intricately intertwined
with an endless supply of anecdotes. It’s enough to make you
laugh so hard you’ll wet yourself.

DuVernay tackles
mass incarceration,
more in “The 13th”
By Dwight Brown
NNPA Newswire Film Critic
The New York Film Festival
celebrated its 54th year by trying something new. For the first
time in history, its opening night
world premiere was a documentary. Even more noteworthy,
this non-fiction film is by director Ava DuVernay (Selma) and
it focuses on America’s deep
problem with its criminal justice/penal system and how it
affects the black community.
Screening DuVernay’s powerful documentary “The 13th,”
helped NYFF make a social/
political and cultural statement
that may resonate for years.
Normally, analyzing racism, inequality, involuntary
servitude, prison systems and
police brutality is such a vast
endeavor it would take a collection of books, a string of college
courses or a PBS miniseries to
begin to understand such complex subjects and their many
ramifications. In one hour and
40 minutes, DuVernay masterfully takes on that arduous task,
shares some illuminating analysis and starts a conversation.
With photos, archival footage and interviews, she presents
something akin to a condensed
post-graduate course that delivers facts, figures, history, parallels, anecdotes, observations
and controversial incidents that
corroborate her thesis. What’s
on view is an equal dose of academic study, solid journalism
and deep emotion that will provoke anger, sadness and hopefully motivation for change.
DuVernay’s mission is aided by scholars (Henry Louis
“Skip” Gates Jr.), political commentators (Van Jones), unlikely
sympathizers (Newt Gingrich),
iconic activists (Angela Davis)
and politicians. United States
Senator Cory Booker said, “We
are a nation that professes freedom yet have this hyper-incarceration system that is grinding into it our most vulnerable
citizenry – and is overwhelming
biased towards people of color.”
DuVernay connects the dots
from the liberation of slaves by
the 13th Amendment signed on
January 31, 1865, to the convict

Civil rights activist Angela Davis lends her voice to “The 13th.” PHOTOS
COURTESY NETFLIX

Michelle Alexander, author of “The New Jim Crow,” talks about the
effects of mass incarceration in “The 13th.”
leasing that followed, then the
Jim Crow system of apartheid,
the FBI’s war against black activism and today’s rampant incarceration of poor, black men.
Over 100 years of systemic oppression, dehumanization and
what Jelani Cobb, the director
of the Institute for AfricanAmerican Studies, calls “a mythology of black criminality.”
Some of what she points out
has been said before, and she is
reinforcing it. However, lots of
the information she’s bringing
to light will be alarming news to
most viewers i.e., did you know
that the American Legislative
Exchange Council (ALEC), a
nonprofit organization of conservative state legislators and
private sector representatives,
drafts and shares model statelevel legislation that legally lets
businesses take advantage of
free labor by prisoners?
The film is a revelation on so
many levels. When it ends, the
feeling of anger and sorrow is

almost overwhelming. There’s
also a nagging feeling that you
wish you had step-by-step instructions on how to help break
the cycle and make a change.
Even, just as a coda, a list of
some actionable steps would
empower viewers.
It would have been helpful, if
the film had mentioned the importance of voting, community
activism, joining police departments to make change from
within, gun control or even decriminalizing drugs. Problems,
like the ones depicted in this
very observant film, only get
solved when someone takes a
first step.
Dwight Brown is a film critic
and travel writer. As a film critic, he regularly attends international film festivals including
Cannes, Sundance, Toronto and
the American Black Film Festival.
Read more movie reviews
by Dwight Brown at DwightBrownInk.com.

The best joke line involves
Hart sending his 7-year-old son
out to empty the trashcans at the
end of their long driveway, in the
‘burbs of Southern California.
Standing at the door he hears his
kid yell and sees him start running toward the house. It’s as if
he’s being chased by a mountain
lion. Hart slams the door, locking
the offspring out so he can protect himself. It’s an outrageously
funny bit that highlights his keen
ability to tell stories that become
so crazy and graphic you think
that you witnessed the whole
thing firsthand.
Director Leslie Small (“Kevin
Hart: Let Me Explain”) guides
the concert footage with little
fanfare and lots of close-ups of
folks in hysterics. Peter S. Elliot
and Guy Harding cut the footage

down to a tight hour and a half.
It’s just enough time for Hart to
do his thing and not wear out his
welcome. Tim Story is credited
with directing the James Bond
segments, which are fairly intriguing and fill out some crucial
time, otherwise this live performance film would barely last 80
minutes.
Be prepared to laugh. Be prepared to sit through some routines that are not as funny as others. What gets you over the rough
spots is this diminutive comedian’s uncanny ability to welcome
you into his life, like he’s invited
you over for a poker game and
he’s just telling you what happened to him the past week – no
holds barred.
Any comic who is willing to
talk about the skid marks in his

white underwear has no compunction about putting it all out
there to get a laugh. That kind of
attention-needy humor is what
gets 40 million fans to follow
him on social media.
If you’re in his corner, this
film will hit your funny bone. If
you’re not, he’s trying to win you
over. Hart says, “If we can laugh
together, we can live together.”
It’s a branding slogan that’s too
long to put on a welcome mat,
but you’ll get the point.
Dwight Brown is a film critic
and travel writer. As a film critic,
he regularly attends international
film festivals including Cannes,
Sundance, Toronto and the American Black Film Festival.
Read more movie reviews by
Dwight Brown at DwightBrownInk.com.

Motown Museum in Detroit
planning $50M expansion
Associated Press
DETROIT – The Motown
Museum is planning a $50
million expansion to create
space for interactive exhibits,
a performance theater and recording studios at the Detroit
tourist attraction, officials announced Oct. 17.
The new space will be designed and built around the
existing museum, which includes the Motown studio with
its “Hitsville U.S.A.” facade.
Renderings released by the
museum show a new facility
behind the existing museum,
with an entrance next to the
existing studio.
Robin R. Terry, chairwoman
and CEO of the Motown Mu-

seum, said in a statement that
a goal of the project is to “inspire dreams and serve as an
educational resource for global and local communities.”
The museum already is among
Detroit’s best-known tourist
attractions.
The expanded museum
“will allow us to narrate and
celebrate on a much larger
scale what the Motown legacy
is recognized for: unmatched
creative genius that transcends
every barrier imaginable by
bringing people together from
all walks of life to share in
that unmistakable Motown
Sound,” she said.
A team of designers and architects are collaborating on

the details of the expanded
space, the museum said.
The Motown Museum is
located in the house where record company founder Berry
Gordy launched his cultural
and commercial music empire.
The label started in 1959 and
scores of stars and hits were
created before it decamped to
California in 1972.
“It was about music and so
much more, Gordy said. “It
brings me real joy, and I am
proud and humbled to know
that the inclusive legacy of
Motown, and the most talented people who are so near
and dear to my heart, will have
their stories told in this new
Museum.”
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Healthcare CEOs share
real world advice with
USM marketing students

USM marketing students heard presentations from CEOs Rich Pascoe and Patrick Daly as part of the Inspired
Leaders Series.
Mississippi Link Newswire
Marketing students at The
University of Southern Mississippi were treated to special
presentations by Rich Pascoe,
CEO of Apricus BioSciences,
Inc., and Patrick Daly, CEO of
Cohera Medical, Inc., to kick
off the Inspired Leaders Series
Sept. 29.
The inaugural presentation
was tailored for the College of
Business Marketing 471 class:
Marketing in the Health Care
Industry, taught by Professor
of Practice Kelli King. The two
successful CEOs shared what
has inspired them to become

leaders. Overarching themes included hard work, the desire to
always keep learning and awareness that failure is a part of success.
Pascoe and Daly then lunched
with 20 students who asked
more in-depth questions about
their paths and learned about
humble beginnings and the importance of mentors. The program concluded with a lengthy
Q&A session about healthcare
companies and healthcare marketing as a profession.
“Having Patrick Daly and
Rich Pascoe visit with healthcare marketing students was an

invaluable learning experience.
After extensively researching
Cohera Medical, Inc. and Apricus Biosciences, Inc., discussing the companies and products
with the CEOs in person was a
full circle moment for the students,” said King. “Mr. Daly
and Mr. Pascoe were extremely
candid and approachable. This
visit was a special moment for
Southern Miss healthcare marketing.”
To learn more about the
Southern Miss College of Business, call (601) 266-4659 or
visit: https://www.usm.edu/business
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Anderson earns SWAC, CSM defensive player
of the week; Turn takes special teams honors
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Senior linebacker Darien Anderson from the Alcorn State
University football program was
named both SWAC and College Sports Madness Defensive
Player of the Week, while junior
De’Lance Turner was selected
SWAC Special Teams Player of
the Week, announced Oct. 17.
It marked the second straight
week that Alcorn had two student-athletes earn weekly accolades. Last week, junior Lenorris
Footman won both SWAC and
CSM Offensive Player of the
Week, and sophomore Trae Ferrell notched SWAC Newcomer of
the Week.
Anderson helped the Braves
shut down the Tigers in the second half for a 23-20 victory on
homecoming. He led Alcorn

with a career-high 13 tackles and
aided the defense in not allowing
a second half touchdown for the
second consecutive week.
In addition to his 13 tackles,
the Miami, Fla., native recorded
two sacks and four tackles for
a loss, resulting in negative 22
yards.
Anderson ranks first in the
SWAC with 1.5 sacks and 2.0
tackles for a loss per game. He’s
also third in the league with 9.2
tackles per game.
It marked the second time this
season Anderson earned a weekly honor as he was named Hero
of the Week by HERO Sports
Sept. 30 after a monster performance against Grambling State
which included 12 tackles and a
career-high four sacks.
Turner changed the game with

a special teams play Oct. 15, followed by a touchdown to headline the win for Alcorn.
The McClain product came
through with a blocked punt
to give the Braves the ball at
the two-yard line. Turner then
punched it in on a two-yard rush
for the go-ahead touchdown in
the fourth quarter.
Turner blocked a punt for the
second week in a row.
In addition to his special teams
duties, Turner is second on the
team in rushing with 308 yards
and two touchdowns this season.
Anderson, Turner and the
Braves will have a bye week upcoming before returning to action
Oct. 29 when they host Southern
University at 2 p.m. during a Purple Out at Jack Spinks-Marino
Casem Stadium.

Anderson

Turner PHOTOS COURTESY OF ALCORN STATE

MVSU Devilettes clash with Gamecocks

Mississippi Valley Devilettes face Texas Southern at 7 p.m. Oct. 20. PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Devilettes of Mississippi Valley State and the
Gamecocks of Jacksonville
State clashed Oct. 18, on the
campus of Mississippi Valley
State University. In an intense
matchup the Devilettes fell 3-0
to the Gamecocks.
In the opening set, Jacksonville took an early two-point
lead but a well-placed kill by
Megan Jones cut the lead to
2-1. A side attack by Jones
on a pass from Jones tied the
set 2-2. An attack error by the
Gamecocks took MVSU up by
one, Illiya Trahan soared with
a kill to lift Mississippi Valley
up by two.

A service error by the Devilettes forced a side out. JSU
took a commanding lead over
Mississippi Valley on the next
series of plays. The Devilettes
climbed back into the contest
on a rally of plays, however
they were unable to overtake
the soaring Gamecocks.
The first set ended with a
score of 25-14, in favor of
Jacksonville State.
The second set started with
Mississippi Valley’s Brooklyn
Hudson serving. Trahan had a
kill that brought ball possession back, although the Jacksonville was up five-points.
A service error from Jacksonville was exactly what the

Devilettes needed. A double
headed block by Brianna Watkins and Trahan added another
point to MVSU’s score. The
second set ended with a score
of 15-25.
Set three started with the
Gamecocks losing their possession. With Cynthia Richardson and Marissa Chalmers
at the net the free ball from
Jacksonville did not stand a
chance. A block by Hudson
started to close the gap in the
score for MVSU. Small errors
like a double fault by Jacksonville gave the Devilettes possession. Mississippi Valley
played it close, however the
third set ended 19-24.

JSU ties Alabama State 0-0 after double OT
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson State women’s soccer team went head to head with inconference rival Alabama State Oct.
16, but neither team step back with
the win. The Lady Tigers tied the
Lady Hornets 0-0 after two periods
of overtime.
Senior midfielder Jalana Ellis led
the Lady Tiger offense with four
shots and two shots on goal. Senior
Quiona McAdam followed close behind lending two shots with one shot
on goal.
JSU was able to maneuver around
the ASU defense to create more scor-

ing opportunities than the Lady Hornets. Jackson State recorded 14 shots
with seven shots on goal while holding Alabama to six shots with three
shots on goal. Unfortunately, the
Lady Tigers were unable to convert
those opportunities into goals.
Kyle Christian, senior goalie, headed the JSU defense, recovering three
saves with no goals allowed to shutout the ASU offense.
After this match, JSU goes to 3-9-1
overall and 3-3-1 in the conference.
The Lady Tigers now rank fifth in the
Southwestern Athletic Conference.
The match marked the last JSU

home game for the 2016 and the
Jackson State Division of Athletic
took time during the game to recognize the 10 Lady Tiger seniors. Kylie
Christian, Rha’ven Ellis, Quiona McAdam, Jalana Ellis, Sie’Yara Wells,
Arriana Rieland, Alexandra Astorga,
Courtlyn Williams, and Alyssa Almogela were honored during their final
home match as JSU Lady Tigers.
The Lady Tigers will be back in action when they travel two Houston,
Texas for a two game road swing.
JSU will face Texas Southern at 7
p.m. Oct. 21, and Prairie View A&M
at 1 p.m. Oct. 23.

JSU Lady Tigers will face Texas Southern at 7 p.m. Oct. 21.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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BOOK REVIEW:
“TICKTOCK
BANNEKER’S
CLOCK”
SHANA KELLER,
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BY

ILLUSTRATED BY DAVID C. GARDNER
C.2016, SLEEPING BEAR PRESS
$16.99 / $20.99 CANADA • 32 PAGES

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
Your favorite toy came apart
yesterday.
That’s OK, though; it snapped
right back together. It’s made to
come apart, in fact; it’s one of
those things you can build with
and you like doing that anyhow,
which is why it’s your favorite.
And in the new book “Ticktock
Banneker’s Clock” by Shana
Keller, illustrated by David C.
Gardner, you’ll see how one really interesting project can lead
to another.
There wasn’t much to do on
that fall day near Chesapeake
Bay. Once Benjamin Banneker

had harvested his crops and prepared his farm for winter, there
was plenty of time for thinking
and dreaming.
A friend had recently given
Banneker a pocket watch and
Banneker was quite fascinated
with it. He’d never seen one
before and while he knew his
friend would want the watch
back, Banneker also knew that
he could take it apart, if he was
careful.
And that’s what he did that
winter. He disassembled the
watch to see the tiny little parts
so he could understand how
they worked together, and how
each gear ran the other gears. He

studied them and drew diagrams
– partly because he knew he’d
have to put the watch back together again, and partly because
he wanted to make a timepiece
of his own. It “was a challenge
and he loved challenges.”
But the pocket watch was
made of metal. Metal was expensive. How could Banneker
make a watch without any metals?
The answer arrived the following spring, right in front
of him, right on his farm! He
had plenty of wood and wood
should’ve worked fine, but when
he started carving, it split. Banneker had to figure out how to

CPA morphs into cutthroat
assassin in clever
cat-and-mouse caper
By Kam Williams
Columnist
At first blush, Christian Wolff
(Ben Affleck) looks like your
average CPA. After all, the selfemployed nerd plies his trade in
a modest office located in a nondescript strip mall in suburban
Plainfield, Ill.
The talented forensic accountant’s is apparently very wellsuited to the profession, given
that he was born with Aspberger’s Syndrome, a high-functioning form of autism which enabled him to become something
of a math savant. Nevertheless,
looks can be very deceiving,
since the mild-mannered loner
also has a shadowy side he is
great at keeping under wraps.
Consequently, no one has any
idea that Christian’s clients happen to be powerful mobsters in
need of laundering huge sums of
cash without attracting the attention of the authorities. Over the
years, he has become wealthy
in his own right by cooking the
books for crooks while resisting
the temptation to live beyond his
apparent means.
Eventually, Christian’s business does arouse the suspicion
of the U.S. Treasury Department’s Crime Enforcement Division led by Director Raymond
King (J.K. Simmons). Aware
that government agent Marybeth Medina (Cynthia AddaiRobinson) and her minions are
on his tail, Christian decides to
represent a very respected, hitech firm in order to look legit.
However, he and an employee
(Dana Cummings) at Living Robotics find their lives threatened
when he uncovers corruption in
the company to the tune of millions of dollars. But those crooks
have no idea that he had been
trained to defend himself by an
overprotective father (Robert C.

Ben Affleck plays a not-so-average accountant in The Accountant also
starring Anna Kendrick. PHOTO COURTESY WARNER BROS. PICTURES
Trevelier) obsessed with his autistic son’s never being bullied.
Though it has been many years
since that indoctrination, those
skills suddenly kick in, as Christian morphs into a cold, calculated assassin, ala the “Manchurian
Candidate.”
Thus unfolds The Accountant,
a high body-count, cat-andmouse caper directed by Gavin
O’Connor (Tumbleweeds). The
film rests upon an engrossing

script that’s been artfully executed by an ensemble of A-list
thespians featuring Academy
Award-winners Ben Affleck and
J.K. Simmons, as well as Oscarnominees Anna Kendrick and
John Lithgow.
A clever and compelling,
multi-layered masterpiece deserving serious consideration
come awards season.
Kam Williams can be reached
at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Robert De Niro

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 17)

keep his project from being ruined. It took much of the summer but he finally realized that
he knew all along how to cure
wood so it wouldn’t splinter.
And so that next winter, Banneker carved and drew. He figured and thought some more,
and he dreamed. Could a man
make a working clock from
scraps and scratch?
I’m sure you can surmise the
answer to that, but what makes
it remarkable is included in on
the last page of “Ticktock Ban-

neker’s Clock.”
In her Author’s Note, Shana
Keller explains a bit more about
the real Benjamin Banneker and
his life and times, which felt to
me like I’d happily come upon
a little-known corner of history
that needed the light of day to
fully appreciate. For the far end
of the audience (kids up to 10
years old), that fresh information may spur them to learn more
about this brilliant self-taught
inventor. Children on the lower
end of the age-target (children

in kindergarten and first grade)
will learn, too, but may initially
get more from the artwork by illustrator David C. Gardner.
Overall, I think this is one of
those unexpected gems from
history that kids may find fun
to learn about, and that parents
will like, too. For any reader
looking a new hero to emulate,
“Ticktock Banneker’s Clock” is
a book to make time for.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can be
reached at bookwormsez@yahoo.com.
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piggly wiggly
October 19 - 25, 2016

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
FRESH

FRESH SLICED

GROUND
BEEF
$ 00

FRESH FRYER

QUARTER LOIN
PORK CHOPS
$ 39

2

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

1

DRUMSTICKS
OR THIGHS
¢

79

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

FRESH

BONELESS
SIRLOIN STEAK

BONELESS
RUMP ROAST

BONELESS PORK
TENDERLOIN

$ 59

$ 99

$ 99

4

2

PER LB.

PER LB.

COOK'S

EZ PEEL 21/30 CT. SIZE

SHANK PORTION
SMOKED HAM

1

BUTT PORTION
SMOKED HAM

19

$ 29

3 LB.

$

SPARKLE
TOWELS

FLOUR &
CORN MEAL

$ 00

$ 99

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES

1

5

/3
10 - 14 OZ.

2 $

FRESH PRODUCE
WASHINGTON GROWN

FRESH EXPRESS

RED DELICIOUS APPLES

FRESH

89

/3

WHITE/YELLOW/BI-COLOR, 3 PACK

LETTUCE SHREDS

1
8 OZ.

$ 29

PIGGLY WIGGLY

DAISY

SOUR CREAM
OR COTTAGE
$ 79
CHEESE
......................................
24 OZ.

PIGGLY WIGGLY

ORANGE
JUICE
...............................

2
$ 99
3

PICTSWEET
COB ................................
CORN 2 $

¢

FRESH EXPRESS

10 CT. BUTTER FLAVOR/TEXAS
STYLE BUTTERMILK ..........................

SAVE ON

OLD FASHIONED OR 3 COLOR, 14 OZ.

¢

PIGGLY WIGGLY

GALLON JUG

COLE SLAW

89
PER LB.

OLEO..................................
PATTIES 3 $

8 OZ. PKG. ................................

SELECT FROZEN

5 LB. BAG

EACH

2 $

$ 49

SAHWNEE

8 CT. ROLL

CORN

1

PER LB.

99

/1
BISCUITS
$ 00
1
STICK CHEESE $179
COUNTRY BRAND
8 OZ. PKG.

COOK'S

SEABEST
SHRIMP

PER LB.

2

PER LB.

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

12 CT. PKG.

SELECT MRS. SMITH

FRESH

BAKING POTATOES

39
PER LB.

¢

COBBLERS

PEACH/BLACKBERRY, 32 OZ. .............

/6
2$
/5

SELECT VARIETIES

EGGO
2$
WAFFLES
............................
10.9 - 16.4 OZ.

/5

