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Real men wear pink for breast cancer
By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

American Cancer Society’s
local Real Men Wear Pink of
Jackson campaign this October.
Real Men Wear Pink is a distinguished group of community
leaders raising awareness and
funds for this year’s Making

Jay Johnson has donned a lot
of pink attire this month all for
a good cause.
He is one of at least 24 men
chosen to participate in the

ACLU weighs
in on teacher
dragging student
From Staff Reports

Videos of a Greenville High
School teacher dragging a
special needs student across
a gym floor by her hair and
hitting the student have continued to go viral after they
surfaced on social media last
week.
The teacher has been identified as Linda Winters-Johnson.
Not long after the videos
surfaced on Oct. 6, the Greenville Police Department and
Greenville Public School
District responded they were
investigating the incident. Assistant Police Chief Michael
Merchant confirmed that any
charges Winters-Johnson faces will be made known to the
public after the investigation.
On social media, viewers
expressed complete outrage
of how the teacher was treating the student. The incident
reportedly took place Sept. 21.
Kesha Williams, who has
three children at the school
including a daughter with special needs, posted the videos
on social media. One of her
daughters recorded the video
at school.
Greenville Mayor Errick
D. Simmons issued a statement after the videos surfaced
saying, “October 6, 2016,
the Mayor’s Office became
aware of an incident that occurred between a teacher and
a student at Greenville Public
School District,” the statement read. “The issue was
one that raised concerns about

Strides Against Breast Cancer
5K Walk set for 9 a.m. Oct. 22,
at Thalia Mara Hall in Jackson.
Registration for the walk begins at 8 a.m.
Each man was challenged to
raise at least $2,500 for breast

cancer awareness.
On Oct. 8, Johnson, who
works as the professional photographer/multi-media coordinator for the city of Jackson,

Grand reopening
in Gulfport

Johnson

See page 7

Next Level to offer
upscale entertainment
Continued on page 2

In this screen shot of a video a
Greenville High School teacher
can be seen dragging a student by her hair. PHOTO FROM
FACEBOOK

staff professionalism and the
safety and treatment of our
students. As a parent of a student who attends Greenville
High, I am deeply concerned
like many of you.
“Rest assured that all impacted individuals are aware
of this situation and the
School District has already
begun to take appropriate actions to continue its efforts
to guarantee the safety, protection, and integrity of our
educational
environment,”
he said in the statement. “No
students have been expelled
and personnel matters will be
handled in accordance to the
law to guarantee procedural
due process.”
Now the ACLU of Mississippi has weighed in on the
issue with the following statement from Jennifer RileyCollins, executive director:

Teacher

Continued on page 3

Next Level Experience, located in the upper level of Metrocenter Mall, experienced a soft opening Oct. 8. The Next Level will officially open for business
to the general public Oct. 29. PHOTO BY KEVIN BRADLEY
By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

Garrett, along with fellow
African-American business leaders in Jackson, Leroy Walker and
Howard Catchings, are the owners of Retro Metro. Retro Metro
has owned the space in the mall
where Next Level is located since
2012.
Next Level Experience includes
Eme’s Restaurant, which offers
Carribean cuisine; Soul Sensation
Lounge, an entertainment hall,
banquet hall and a piano bar.
“Next Level is designed to give
residents of South Jackson and

By Oct. 29, Jackson will have
a new location for upscale, classy
entertainment and dining.
Next Level Experience, located
in the upper level of Metrocenter
Mall, will open offering “good
food in a safe, secure environment and top-knotch entertainment,” said Socrates Garrett, a
member of the development team
that brought Next Level to Jackson.

West Jackson a venue they’ve
never had before,” Garrett said.
“It will be a catalyst in revitalization for South Jackson.”
Hours of operation will be 7
a.m. to 10 p.m. depending on
the day of the week. The family
friendly venue will feature Sunday brunches and afternoon/evening events for mature adults.
The restaurant can seat more
than 200 diners and more than
400 can occupy the banquet hall.
“Our goal has always been to
bring South Jackson back and cre-

ate generators – reasons to bring
people back to the area,” Walker
said. “South Jackson and West
Jackson are growing, and we
want to capitalize on that.”
As business leaders, Walker
said, they saw that Jackson had an
appetite for a venue such as Next
Level. Now, residents won’t have
to venture outside of Jackson to
Rankin and Madison counties to
enjoy a nice meal in this type of

Next Level

Continued on page 3

Jackson Medical Mall Foundation College Hill celebrates
hosts Night Out community event pastor’s sixth year
By Daphne M. Higgins
Religion Editor

The Jackson Medical Mall Foundation has been working diligently
to restore its relationship with its
surrounding communities, partner
with local businesses and improve
community involvement.
While celebrating its 20th anniversary, the foundation hosted its
annual National Night Out at East
Village Estates and Homestead
Heights communities Oct. 11.
The National Night Out event
was titled “A Going Away Party
for Crime” and included live music
from Sing Jackson, a youth choir directed by Hugh Davis; singer Richard Mack, free food, community
vendors, free health screenings by
Care for Me Services and children

On Oct. 10, 2010, the congregation of
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church in
Jackson, officially welcomed its 14th pastor
to the church’s pulpit.
Rev. Michael Titus Williams, an experienced preacher, teacher and leader delivered his first sermon to the congregants and
they agreed his words from the Lord were a
blessing to all who were present.
Six years later, Oct. 9, the College Hill
family honored Williams during his sixth
anniversary celebration.
During the celebration, Williams was saluted by several ministries before being touted by the guest speaker of the day, the Rev.
Lee Carson, pastor of First Baptist M.B.
Church of Kosciusko. Carson used 1 Corin-

Inside

By Diamond Williams
Special to The Mississippi Link

Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority donates
more than 100
backpacks to JPS
Page 8

Sing Jackson Youth Choir performed during the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation’s National Night Out event. PHOTO BY DIAMOND WILLIAMS
activities.
The event was designed to encourage neighborhoods to engage in
stronger relationships with each oth-

Jackson State
planning
to celebrate
Founders’ Week
Page 9

er and with their local law enforcement partners. The Jackson Medical

Night Out

Continued on page 2

Time is running out
for students to apply
for Disney Dreamers
Academy
Page 13

College Hill

Continued on page 3

College Hill church member Lenora Reed
escorts Pastor Michael T. Williams into the
sanctuary for the pastor’s sixth anniversary
celebration. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
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Night Out

Johnson

Continued from page 1
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Mall’s goal is to heighten crime
prevention awareness, build
support and participation in local anti-crime programs, and
most importantly, send a message that neighborhoods are organized and fighting back.
Sing Jackson, the youth choir
program started by the Jackson Medical Mall, sang songs
and invited the members of the
community to join in. Singing
songs such as “Lean on Me”
and “I Need You,” the choir
gained youth and adult participation with the message “we
need each other to survive.”
The event was coordinated
by the Jackson Medical Mall
Foundation, but also involved
were the East Village Estates
and Homestead Heights residents and the city of Jackson
Fire and Police Departments.
“This is just our efforts to revitalize this community,” said
Fallon Brewster, public relations and marketing director
of the Jackson Medical Mall
Foundation. Brewster said the
Jackson Medical Mall had the
grand opening for East Village Estates May 19, earlier
this year. The project to create
the new community started in
2012. While partnering with
different entities around Mississippi, the Medical Mall built
44 new town homes in the East
Village Estates neighborhood.
As the Jackson Medical Mall
works on more projects like

Many residents came out to enjoy the National Night Out “Going Away
Party for Crime.” PHOTO BY DIAMOND WILLIAMS

Annesia Williams is the author of
How The Sour Lemons Became
Sweet Lemonade. PHOTO BY DIAMOND WILLIAMS

this, Brewster stressed the importance of getting and keeping these new communities
involved, so the Medical Mall
plans to introduce more events

such as this one.
“Being that this is a new
community, that we helped to
establish from the ground up,
we wanted to bring the community out,” Brewster said. “Instead of them always coming to
us, we wanted to bring the event
to them.”
Some of the participating
vendors were Southern Scentsations, Annesia Williams,
author of How The Sour Lemons Became Sweet Lemonade, Mary Kay, Metro Jackson
Community Prevention, Care
for Me Services and Paparazzi
Accessories.
At this time, the 44 homes in
East Village Estates are fully
occupied but if anyone is interested in information or desires
to be put on the waiting list
for a home, contact the Jackson Medical Mall at (601) 982
-8467.

USDA launches relending program
The Mississippi Link Newswire
On Oct. 13, USDA State
Executive Director for Mississippi Trina N. George announced that $40,000,000 will
be awarded to the Hope Enterprise Corporation and the
Hope Credit Union under the
Uplift America initiative.
George, along with Under
Secretary for Rural Development Lisa Mensah and Rural
Housing Service Administra-
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tor Tony Hernandez, joined
Congressman
Bennie
G.
Thompson and staff from the
offices of Sen. Thad Cochran
and Sen. Roger Wicker for a
press conference at the Jefferson County Comprehensive
Health Center in Fayette to
discuss the funding.
This program is an partnership with community development organizations from
across the country, providing

$401 million of Community
Facilities program funds to
recipients, including Mississippi’s own Hope Enterprise
Corporation, with a track record of successful programs
that have helped reduce poverty by drawing upon funds to
provide long-term, low-interest financing to local entities
to build, acquire, maintain or
renovate essential community
facilities.

Jay Johnson is shown with breast cancer survivors and breast cancer cheerleaders who attended his campaign event. PHOTO BY ANITA YOUNG
donated his photographic services at his campaign fundraising event held from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the Mississippi Museum
of Art.
For a donation of $50 or
more, Johnson along with fellow photographer, Anita Young,
took professional portraits of
contributors to his campaign. So
far more than $1,800 has been
raised. Johnson hopes to at least
raise $3,000.
Dollars raised by Making
Strides supporters help the
American Cancer Society ensure no one faces breast cancer
alone by funding innovative
breast cancer research; promoting education and risk reduction; and providing comprehensive patient support to those
who need it most.
Breast cancer is a topic Johnson describes as “near and dear
to me.” He lost in mother, Minerva E. Johnson, to breast cancer April 9, 2004. His campaign
is conducted in her memory. His
mother worked as a teacher in
Rankin County Schools for 29
years and stressed the importance of education.
While working as a photographer, Johnson’s clients have
included major political figures
and celebrities such as President
Barack Obama, former President
Bill Clinton, Rev. Jesse Jackson,
B.B. King, Pattie LaBelle, Ruby
Dee and many more. In addition

Merlene Terry contributed to Jay
Johnson’s Real Men Wear Pink
Campaign.

Rose Franklin contributed to Jay
Johnson’s Real Men Wear Pink
Campaign.

to nationally known individuals,
Johnson is a highly sought after
photographer who cover numerous local events for various
organizations. His work is regularly featured in The Mississippi
Link, as well.
Johnson is a member of the
Professional
Photographers
Association and received the
Honor’s Business Award from
Robinson and Watson Book
Company. He attended Jackson
State University and is a member of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., the International
Community Ambassadors Network and a member of College
Hill Missionary Baptist Church.
He and wife, Shirley, are the
parents of three children and
three grandchildren.
“It’s been a delight (wearing
pink all month),” Johnson said.

He did have to add a few pink
pieces to his wardrobe to ensure he represents the campaign
throughout the entire month. All
of the men will attend a campaign closeout event at the beginning of November.
Most of all, Johnson is most
appreciative of the support of
his contributors, many of whom
donated in his mom’s memory.
Those interested in donating
to the campaign can do so online at the Real Men Wear Pink
website – www.mainacsevents.
org. Johnson’s page is http://bit.
ly/2aSNNLq.
Checks made payable to the
American Cancer Society with
“Jay Johnson” in the memo line
may be mailed to the American
Cancer Society, Attn: Tracie
Wade, 1380 Livingston Lane,
Jackson, MS 39213.
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Teacher

Next Level

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

“We are deeply disturbed by
a video that shows a Greenville
High School teacher dragging an
African-American female student, who is disabled, by the hair
across the floor. Unfortunately,
we know that this is not an isolated incident, particularly for
children who are African American and disabled.
“Students with disabilities are
six times as likely to be physically restrained and mistreated
at school, compared to non-disabled students. Students of color
with disabilities are twice as likely to be secluded or restrained.
“According to recent data compiled and released by the U.S.
Department of Education, Office
for Civil Rights, and the Civil
Rights Data Collection (CRDC)
for the 2013-2014 school year, at
least 60 school districts in Mississippi use restraint and seclusion
techniques on children with and
without disabilities. Consequently, 1,912 incidents of restraint
and/or seclusion were reported
for the same period. This figure
represents close to a 600-percent

increase in the number of reported incidents in Mississippi since
the 2009-2010 school year.
The number of reported incidents are likely a direct result of
our public awareness campaign
“Keep Mississippi Students
Safe.” Two years ago, many people refused to believe or acknowledge that these hurtful practices
were occurring in our state. We
still feel, it is likely that many
other incidents were unreported.
“The ACLU of MS and other
community partners have asked
the state of Mississippi for three
years to pass legislation restricting the use of restraint and seclusion inside of our schools. This
spring, the Mississippi Department of Education agreed with
our advocacy efforts to keep all
students safe by adopting Rule
38.13 Restraint and Seclusion.
The rule prohibits the use of
excessive force or cruel and unusual punishment regarding student management, and supports a
framework for decision-making
that guides the implementation
of data collection and evaluation,

training, and evidence-based academic and behavioral practices.
Furthermore, the policy restricts
the use of restraint and/or seclusion as a punitive measure or as a
means of punishment, but rather
only in emergency situations
where there is eminent threat of
danger or serious bodily injury.
However, a policy without proper implementation and accountability is useless.
“We are hopeful and confident that Greenville school officials, community leaders and
the community at-large will take
appropriate action, but this is a
larger issue across the state. Mississippi must do more to ensure
protection of our children. It is
incumbent on state leaders, the
education community, and all of
us to strategically align policy
with best practices that protect
the rights of all children, create
a positive school climate, and
achieve a level of excellence
so that our students can be successful citizens. It’s past time for
Mississippi to keep our students
safe.”

College Hill

environment.
But beyond the meals and entertainment, the real important
part of Next Level coming to
Jackson is the economic impact.
Seventy-seven people will get
new jobs.
“African Americans working
for the betterment of the community is critical to reduce crime,
reduce unemployment and increase the tax base,” said Walker,
who emphasized that Retro Metro
members don’t mind using their
private dollars to invest in the city.
Construction and remodeling work are still underway until
Next Level officially opens, but
some private affairs are being
held at the location. A birthday
party for Garrett was held Oct. 8.
More than 400 people came out to
celebrate and get a sneak peek of
the venue.
“It was very, very nice and
well-received,” said Walker, who
hopes Next Level will cause other
private entities to invest in the
city as well as cause the community to become engaged.
For more information visit
ww.nextleveljxn.com.

Socrates Garrett (second from left) celebrated his birthday at Next
Level Experience Oct. 8. Those in attendance included his brother,
Memphis Attorney Coleman W. Garrett (far right) and his wife, Charlzetta (left) and The Mississippi Link Publisher Jackie Hampton.
PHOTO BY KEVIN BRADLEY

Continued from page 1

thians 15:58 as the selected scripture and
“A messenger with a time sensitive message” as the salutatory topic.
Carson began by asking the question,
“What good would a messenger be without a message?” He noted that sometimes in life, we have a hard time getting
our time sensitive message across to others. Carson said, “Yes, in the Bible, God
spoke directly to Adam but remember,
He also used doves, ravens, a donkey, a
great fish, a rooster and angels to deliver
messages.
“Today, we are talking about a pastor, your pastor (the deliverer of God’s
message). In I Corinthians, God used the
Apostle Paul to share His message of salvation to the Corinthians and that message still applies to us today.
“Your pastor has been given an urgent
message. Spiritually, he moves swiftly
because he’s trying to get the message
out that Christ died for our sins. It’s a

Guest Speaker, the Rev. Lee Carson of First Baptist M.B. Church in Kosciusko,
delivers the message as Rev. William Wheeler and Pastor Michael Williams (right)
look on. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
message of love, hope and urgency. People’s lives depend on this message.”
Carson asked the congregation to note
that whatever the pastor is doing, he’s
doing it under the direction of the Lord
and ended by telling Williams, “If you do

all you can for the Lord, it will never be
in vain.”
Members of College Hill expressed that
they are proud to have Williams be their
leader of God’s ministry. A native Mississippian, Williams has been a devoted

messenger of God for more than 30 years.
He began as a senior pastor of Mount Vernon M.B. Church in Yazoo City and Saint
Paul M. B. Church in Greenville. He later
moved to Clarksdale, where he served for
10 years as senior pastor of Chapel Hill
M.B. Church. He left Mississippi to serve
as senior pastor of Second Baptist Church
in Ypsilanti, Mich., and then on to Oberlin
Baptist Church in Raleigh, N.C., and then
as senior pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church
in Erie, Penn., before returning to Mississippi to lead the College Hill Church
family.
Williams currently serves on the executive board of the General Missionary
Baptist State Convention of Mississippi,
Inc. He has held leadership roles in various religious, civic and educational associations throughout his pastoral and
professional careers.
By his own admission, Williams consistently shares that “Our No. 1 responsi-

bility is to get the word out and to get it
straight.” He notes that because College
Hill is an institution of believers that has
been sharing God’s word for 106 years,
God’s message has been and will continue to be delivered in and around the
community it serves.
The College Hill legacy began in
Robinson Hall on Rose and Pascagoula
Streets in Jackson. Over the years, the
relationship between College Hill and
Jackson College, which existed at the
onset of the church’s birth, developed
into a stronger one. The college, now
Jackson State University, donated land
to the church and the two executed their
purpose: Jackson College – the theory of
education and the church – the practice
of religious theory.
At the close of the celebration, Williams thanked everyone present and/or
involved for helping to make this celebration one that he will never forget.
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Spiegel “Billy” McCallum
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Spiegel “Billy” McCallum Jr., was
born to the late Hannah Smith and the
late Spiegel McCallum Sr., Nov. 29,
1951 in Jackson, Miss. He was preceded
in death by his infant daughter, Hanna;
and his niece Paula Hannah Curry.
Billy was a lifetime member of College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
where he joined under the leadership
of Rev. R. E. Willis. He graduated from
Brinkley High School in 1970. He was
also a graduate of Barstow College in
Barstow, Calif.
He dutifully served his country as a
member of the United States Marine
Corps where he was honorably discharged. He became a certified air conditioning and refrigeration technician. He
was a member of the Refrigeration Engineers Service Society where he served as
sergeant-at-arms for over 20 years.
Billy was very family oriented, which
was evident in the way he would show
his love for family members and always
enjoyed being around them. You knew
he was seriously making a point, when
you heard him say, “Do you know what
I’m talking about?” If someone in the
family was ill or having other problems,
Billy became the ‘go to fellow’ as the
first to be at the hospital or their homes
to reassure them that things were going
to be OK.
To many of us he was the quiet, wellmannered ‘superhero,’ minus the cape.
He was armed with not a sword, but
rather a hearty, irresistible, heartwarming smile that he readily shared with everyone he met. He was “the” air conditioner repairman for so many people in
Jackson, family, friends and others alike.
He brought great joy and lengthy con-

MSMS to host two
informational meetings
The Mississippi Link Newswire

McCallum
versations to everyone, when he talked
about his experiences in California and
his time in the Marine Corps.
He leaves to mourn his passing
through cherished memories of his life,
his wife, Berlena; son, John; a cherished
granddaughter, Christa Morgan; and two
grandsons, D. J. Carter and K. J. Thomas of Jackson, Miss. Also mourning his
passing: one brother, Rev. Stanley Smith
(Stephanie); three sisters, Laura Hough,
Barbara Moaton (Charles) and Maggie
Jean Walker all of Jackson, Miss.; one
uncle, Freddie Haynes, of Philadelphia,
Miss; six nieces, Pamela Curry, Beverly Coleman (Michael), Karen Moaton
Johnson (Roshay), Tamia Herndon Price
(Don), Stephanie Gant and Sierra Smith;
seven nephews, James Curry (Jackie),
Charles Moaton II, Tellis Moaton, Stephen Smith, Willie Gross and Elliott
Walker all of Jackson, Miss.; Stanley
Smith II, (Jennifer) of Green Bay, Wisc.;
a multitude of other family and friends
including great nieces, nephews and
cousins.

www.mississippilink.com

The Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science is coming to
Madison and Vicksburg to meet with
students and families who are curious about the school.
A representative from MSMS will
be at the Madison County Public
Library from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Oct.
17, as well as the Warren CountyVicksburg Library from 5:30-6:30
p.m. Oct. 18.
“We want to make sure that every capable student in Mississippi is
aware that MSMS is something they
have the right as a citizen of the state
to pursue,” said MSMS Director for
Admissions and School Advancement Rick Smith.
Founded in 1987, MSMS is the

state of Mississippi’s only public,
residential high school specifically
designed for the academically gifted
and talented students in the Magnolia
State. The school, which is located
in Columbus on the campus of the
Mississippi University for Women,
is regularly listed in the top one-percent of high schools in America. The
107 graduates of the MSMS class of
2016 alone were offered more than
$22 million in scholarships to universities and colleges all over the
United States.
“The most remarkable thing about
MSMS, is at the end of the day, it is
a public school,” said MSMS Admissions Counselor Spike Harris. “We
are home to students from every single background imaginable, all shar-

ing a passion for learning. They want
to be as successful as they possibly
can, and MSMS is an opportunity to
help them achieve that success.”
The student body of MSMS is
made up of students from all corners of the Magnolia state. MSMS
students spend their final two years
of high school living, working, and
playing with other bright and motivated high school students. Students
interested in attending the school
must apply during their sophomore
year of high school.
MSMS is currently accepting applications for the Class of 2019.
For more information about
MSMS, visit www.themsms.org, find
MSMS on Facebook, or follow the
school on Twitter @the_msms.

Free tickets available for the National
Veterans Creative Arts Festival
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Approximately 120 Veterans will
exhibit their artwork or perform
musical, dance, dramatic or original
writing selections in a gala variety
show on Oct. 16 at Thalia Mara Hall
in Jackson.  
The Art Exhibit will be open from
noon to 1:45 p.m. and the Stage Show
will begin at 2 p.m.
A professional orchestra will accompany the performance. All veterans invited to participate are selected

gold medal winners of year-long,
national fine arts talent competitions
in which thousands of Veterans enter,
from VA medical facilities across the
nation.
The National Veterans Creative
Arts Festival is the celebration and
grand finale stage and art show,
which are the culmination of talent
competitions in art, creative writing,
dance, drama and music for Veterans
treated in the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) national health care sys-

tem. The community is encouraged
to come out to view and support the
talents of these Veterans whose creativity will be displayed for the City
of Jackson.
The National Veterans Creative
Arts Festival is presented by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the
American Legion Auxiliary.
Tickets are free, but required for
the Stage Show.
Contact VA Public Affairs at (601)
368-4477 for tickets.

Hinds County School
District Weekly Update!!!
Hinds County School District Host
Parent Academy Gathering

“Providing an Engaging and Empowering
Environment That Ensures Excellence”
Pictured L-R: Burbette Taylor; Yvette
Scott; George Stewart;
Andrea Jones; and
Arlandra Earl

Keynote Speaker,
Ashoke Menon, CoFounder Ignite Nation
talk with parents about
What’s Culture Got to
Do with It?

Parents motivated
during Ashoke’s
presentation…yelled
That’s Me!

Dr. Debbie Lemon, Math/Educational Consultant
addressed parents
about Math K10th.
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AKA’s 4th annual 5K is total success
Event raised awareness of 3 health issues

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc., Rho Lambda Omega chapter held its fourth annual AKA
5K Run/Walk at 8 a.m. Oct. 1, at
Tougaloo College.
The sorority chapter hosted
the race to help raise awareness
regarding Alzheimer’s disease,
cardiovascular disease and mental health. All three are prevalent
illnesses in the African-American
community. Organizers say increasing awareness and raising
funds is a major step toward finding cures and/or increasing access to needed services.
“The goal of the AKA 5K is
to provide financial support to
the sorority health partners,” said
Sharon Bridges, Esq. president,
Rho Lambda Omega Chapter.
“We wanted to give local runners and walkers a chance to do
something they love for a worthwhile cause. For many of our
participants, this was their first
5K.” Proceeds will be donated to
American Heart Association, National Alliance on Mental Illness
and Alzheimer’s Association-MS
Chapter.
More than 100 people came
out to run and walk during the
AKA 5K.
Top runners were Shobal Johnson (19:57) and Shannon Steele
(22:44). Top walkers were Demonica Brown (38:39) and Freddie Grant (35:26).
“We are very proud that our
race participants ranged from
beginners to seasoned marathoners,” said Jennie Hall, race
director. “Our goal was to offer

Runners at the AKA 5K

Bilal Hashim, male master winner,
crosses the finish line.
a competitive course that would
meet the needs of various fitness
levels.”
Hinds Community College
Educational Instructor Danielle

The AKA 5K offers a finisher’s medal, various age category medals and trophies.

Clint Steele, age category winner, finishes the AKA 5K.
Brown-Black placed third in her
category. This was her first 5K.
“Participating in the AKA 5K
was a wonderful experience that
has encouraged me to participate

Shobal Johnson was the first
to cross the finish line at the
AKA 5K. Johnson ran 3.1
miles in 19:57
in other 5K races,” she said. “I
am very glad I got to walk for
such wonderful causes. I can’t
wait until next year to do it again.
I am aiming for a first place med-

Jennie Hall, race director, congratulates age category winner Yolanda Tillman.
al in 2017.”
AKA 5K sponsors were: Tougaloo College Owens Health and
Wellness Center, Ebony Pearls
Foundation, Centene Corpora-

AKA 5K race sponsor Dr. Sandra Hayes, executive director, Tougaloo College Owens
Health and Wellness Center,
enjoys posing with Lawrence
Raybon of Sal & Mookies New
York Pizza and Ice Cream Joint.

tion (Magnolia Health), Hubbard
Financial Services, MS Federal
Credit Union, OCD media, Mississippi Link newspaper, and MS
Greek Weekend.
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Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi, Physician offers
Habitat for Humanity build fourth home research update
on sickle cell
disease in state

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Through an ongoing partnership
with Blue Cross & Blue Shield of
Mississippi and Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area,
a second family this year will now
fulfill the dream of home ownership. This is the fourth Covenant
Build Project between the two organizations since 2014. The home
is under construction at 2922
Smith Robinson St. in Jackson,
and will provide a home for Alesia
Gibbs and her three sons.
“Blue Cross & Blue Shield of
Mississippi continues to demonstrate its commitment to supporting home ownership which is key
to providing a foundation for our
city and its neighborhoods,” said
Merrill McKewen, executive director of Habitat for Humanity
Mississippi Capital Area. “We are
grateful for the continued support
as we invest together in solutions
that contribute to healthier families
and vibrant neighborhoods.”
The Covenant Build project
for the family began Sept. 10 and
will extend through October. Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of Mississippi’s Team Blue employees
are providing 100 percent of the
volunteer labor for the project for
seven to eight days in September
and October, and HFHMCA construction professionals are leading volunteers through the build
process. The homeowner is working alongside the Team Blue volunteers throughout the building
process, which promotes pride and
opportunity of home ownership.
As an extension of Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Mississippi’s
efforts to support tobacco-free
communities and workplaces
across the state, this home and future homes built with the support
of the company will be designated
tobacco-free homes. Gibbs has

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Mississippi and Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area have partnered to build a fourth
home, the second this year, as part of a Covenant Build Project. The home is located on Smith Robinson Street in Jackson.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Mississipp’s Team Blue employee volunteer
program is providing 100 percent of the volunteer labor for the companysponsored Covenant Build. The build began September 10 and will extend
through October. Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Mississippi and Habitat for
Humanity Mississippi Capital Area have partnered to build a fourth home,
the second this year, as part of a Covenant Build Project.
committed to maintaining a tobacco-free home.
“We are proud to continue our
investment for these families as
they work to provide stable and
healthy home environments,” said
Carol Pigott, president and CEO
of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Mississippi.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of

NEWS BRIEFS

The Word Center
purchases site of White
Rock Apartments

The Word Center Church is no stranger when it
comes to blessing the city of Jackson. Known for
its philanthropy, The Word Center has conducted
gas giveaways, grocery giveaways, school supply
drives and other charitable outreaches throughout
the city.
On Sept. 8, The Word Center purchased 17.44
acres of property that once housed the White Rock
apartment complex. The Word Center is planning
to construct a 40,000 square foot church which will
include a full court basketball gymnasium as well as
an 8,000 square-foot youth facility. In addition to the
church, The Word Center’s campus will eventually
be the site of a school, adult education facility and
a facility focusing on reducing recidivism. Currently,

The Mississippi Link

the church is located at 5305 Executive Place
where it hosts three Sunday worship services at 8
a.m., 10 a.m. and noon.
As an advocate for social and educational
empowerment, The Word Center is committed to
impacting the city of Jackson through community
service, economic development, and social reform.

Job Fair planned for
positions within Jackson
Public Schools
Jackson Public Schools is hosting a Job Fair
for prospective teachers, bus drivers and cafeteria
workers. The event is scheduled for 9 a.m. to noon
Oct. 22, in the school board room located at 621
South State St.
The Job Fair is a great opportunity for those who
wish to work in the Jackson Public School District.
Prospective teachers and other employees will
interview with principals or assistant principals at
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Mississippi’s Team Blue community service program provides opportunities for employees to work
together on a variety of community service projects throughout the
year. Employees collectively volunteered more than 3,000 hours of
donated time in 2015 to a number
of organizations and events in the
metro area and across Mississippi.

“I chose to volunteer for the
Habitat for Humanity build because it is an awesome opportunity
to give on a level that most people
never experience. The Bible says
that it is more blessed to give than
to receive. Giving of your time and
energy to give the gift of a home is
truly a blessing because you know
that someone will have a new life
because of your contribution,” said
Trudy Johnson.
“Team Blue is the driving force
behind our ability to serve our
communities,” said Sheila Grogan,
vice president of Community and
Public Relations with Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Mississippi.
“Our employee volunteers demonstrate steadfast commitment to
supporting our community organizations just as they do for our
members.”
To learn more about Team Blue
and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Mississippi’s community involvement, visit www.bcbsms.com. For
more information about Habitat
for Humanity Mississippi Capital
Area, call (601) 353-6060 or visit
www.habitatmca.org.

the level they wish to work.
Before and after the Job Fair, applicants may
visit the JPS website www.jackson.k12.ms.us each
day for new job openings. For more information,
call (601) 960-8745

23rd Annual Senior Health
and Wellness Fair set for
Oct. 19 at complex
The city of Jackson Department of Human and
Cultural Services Senior Services Division will host
the 23rd Annual Senior Health and Wellness Fair from
9 a.m. to noon Oct. 19, at the Jackson Convention
Complex, located at 105 E. Pascagoula St.
The event is free and open to the public.
Participants can receive health screenings,
preventive healthcare, community information and
healthy lifestyle demonstrations.
For more information, contact the Senior
Services Division at (601) 960-0335.
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By Suvankar Majumdar
Special to The Mississippi Link

COMMENTARY

Sickle cell disease is a
common inherited red blood
cell disorder that is marked
by change of the typical
doughnut-shaped red blood
cells to sickle cell shaped red
blood cells that can lead to
blockage of the small blood
vessels. This gives rise to
the main clinical features
of pain and multiple organ
damage in the lung, kidney,
eye, brain, etc.
We have gained a better
understanding, especially
in the past decade, of an
important brain complication called “silent infarct,”
which is the presence of
small strokes in the brain in
an otherwise normal looking child with sickle cell
disease. It is very common,
affecting up to one-third of
children by their 14th birthday, and can affect memory,
intelligence, thinking capacity, etc. Therefore, it is very
important for patients and
families to mention to their
treating sickle cell doctor if
their child has a history of
poor school performance so
that medical professionals
can test to see if (s)he is suffering from silent infarcts.
Also, acute chest syndrome, a lung complication
in sickle cell disease that is
similar to pneumonia, is a
common cause for patients
being admitted to the hospital. Recently, we studied risk
factors for recurrent acute
chest syndrome, with results
confirming that asthma is a
strong risk factor for developing acute chest syndrome.
Therefore, it is important
for any sickle cell patient
with a history of acute chest
syndrome, to be evaluated
for asthma and to make sure
they take their asthma medications.
Although sickle cell disease was first described more
than 100 years ago, there is
currently only one approved
medication for the prevention of pain and organ damage: hydroxyurea, a medicine that is taken by mouth
daily. Hydroxyurea takes
about six months to reach
maximum clinical benefit,
and if taken properly as directed by the treating doctor,
has been shown to improve

anemia,
decrease
pain,
decrease lung
problems,
and above
all, prolong
Majumdar
life. For example, patients with sickle
cell disease who take hydroxyurea live longer.
For a long time, scientists
have been fascinated with
the process of how sickle
cells block the circulation
termed
“vaso-occlusion.”
However, in recent years,
it has come to light that the
process of vaso-occlusion is
an extremely complicated
process. Not only is there
sickling of red blood cells,
but also the cells lining the
blood vessels walls are irritated, including other blood
cells such as platelets, which
are important for clotting
blood. Also, low amount of
a substance called nitric oxide that is important to make
the blood vessels wider so
that sickle cells do not clog
the blood circulation plays
an important role. As a result
of a better understanding of
how obstruction occurs in
the blood vessels at the cellular level, scientists are now
able to test and develop new
medications for sickle cell
disease that target the different pathways related to
vaso-occlusion. In fact, there
are a number of clinical trials
in progress to assess whether
certain medications can be
beneficial for sickle cell disease.
Stay tuned as these are
exciting times for sickle cell
disease that holds promise for newer treatments in
which health care providers
will hopefully have a number of medications from
which to choose in the management of this severe, yet
common, condition in Mississippi.
Dr. Suvankar Majumdar
is a pediatric hematologist/
oncologist at the University
of Mississippi Medical Center. He treats children at the
Blair E. Batson Children’s
Hospital. He also serves on
the Mississippi Sickle Cell
Foundation Board of Directors.
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Gulf Coast furniture
The affordability of PERS store reopening under
new ownership
L E T

T E R

Robertson
Our business is about the
future. Every investment transacted, contribution received,
benefit paid, law changed, regulation amended, decision acted
on and thought given is about
meeting the promises we have
made to the hundreds of thousands of people depending on
us for their retirement.
We take this very seriously.
And we know you do, too.
We also know that you might
feel unsure about the future
when you read headlines, articles, blog posts and reports
that come from sources other
than the Public Employees’ Retirement System of Mississippi
that assert that Mississippi is in
the midst of a pension crisis.
Sensational as those headlines may be, there is truth to
the fact that we have unfunded
liabilities. We report these unfunded liabilities clearly every
year in our annual reports, in our
newsletters, in e-mail updates
and online. Our current funded
status has hovered around 60
percent since 2011. And it may
continue to do so for years to
come as we work through one
of the country’s most difficult
financial times since the 1930s.
The Great Recession of 2007 to
2009 was the biggest recession
PERS has ever seen since it was
established in 1952, but it was
not the first. We also weathered
the dot-com bust (1999-2001).
That said, I cannot agree that
we are in a pension crisis.
We pay in excess of $150
million in benefits every month
to more than 100,000 people.
And we know that there are
thousands of others who are
expecting to receive their benefits when they retire. We work
to ensure their monthly benefits
will be paid, too. And they will
be paid.
Our funded status means we
presently have approximately
60 percent of the funds needed to pay not only all current
benefits, but all projected and
future benefits. Having an unfunded liability is analogous to
having a mortgage and making

T O

T H E

mortgage payments faithfully
every month while 60 percent
of all the funds needed to pay
the entire mortgage is in savings. Paying off the mortgage
might be a desired or even preferred course of action, but having the mortgage is not a crisis.
However, to ensure the longterm solvency of PERS and to
ensure that we can pay benefits
for years to come, the Board of
Trustees, under the guidance of
our consulting actuaries, manages the plan and monitors the
funded status; the effects of
which will be seen over time,
albeit incrementally and very
gradually.
And as the hands of time
slowly turn, taxpayers, media
and leadership begin to nervously tap their toes and allow
their waning patience for substantial progress to turn their
minds to the question of affordability for public retirement
systems like PERS.
But there are two questions
of affordability: Can Mississippi afford its public employees’
retirement system? And can
Mississippi afford not to have
a public employees’ retirement
system? The respective answers are yes and no.
The question of the affordability of PERS right now is
best answered by looking at
how much the state pays in contributions annually compared to
how much it pays toward the
rest of its expenses annually.
Over the past 25 years, including the years of the Great Recession and the dot-com bust,
the employer contributions
paid to PERS by the state have
remained less than 5 percent
of the state’s overall expenses.
Of the state’s $4.2 billion in
expenses in 1990, 4.35 percent was paid to PERS. And
of the state’s $16.3 billion in
expenses in 2015, 4.65 percent
was paid to PERS. The dollar
amount that goes to PERS has
risen over the past 25 years, but
PERS’ percentage of the state’s
overall spending has remained
relatively consistent.
So, that leaves the question
of the affordability of not having a public employees’ retirement system in Mississippi.
Even being decades away
from funding all of PERS’ liabilities and even with PERS
being a steady percentage of
the state’s annual expenses,
the state benefits by about $2.7
billion annually from having a
public employees’ retirement
system with the creation of jobs
and retiree spending, according
to the 2016 National Institute

E D I T O R

on Retirement Security Pensionomics study.
NIRS reports that “Each $1
in state and local pension benefits paid to Mississippi residents
ultimately supported $1.25 in
total output in the state. This
‘multiplier’ incorporates the direct, indirect, and induced impacts of retiree spending, as it
ripples through the state economy.” NIRS further reports
that “Each $1 in taxpayer (employer) contributions to Mississippi’s state and local pension
plans supported $4.63 in total
output in the state. This reflects
the fact that taxpayer contributions are a minor source of
financing for retirement benefits; investment earnings and
employee contributions finance
the lion’s share.”
But the economic impact
of PERS goes beyond helping
with job creation and providing economic benefits to even
the smallest of communities in
the state. These factors work
to assist in keeping many individuals off of social services.
Furthermore, having a public
employees’ retirement system is a key part of the overall
compensation package used by
state and local governments to
recruit the needed workforce to
do the jobs that we depend on
to keep state and local government, schools, safety systems,
utilities, public hospitals, libraries, etc. going.
The relationship between
the tax-paying public and the
state’s public employees’ retirement system is a symbiotic one.
Cost is associated with running
a $25.4 billion pension system
(2015), but that cost affords the
state and her people a strong
source of economic activity
for each and every community
throughout the state, security
for a large number of our elderly, and a valuable recruitment
tool for drawing in dedicated
public servants who keep our
state educated, safe, and running smoothly.
Rest assured, the PERS
Board of Trustees and staff at
PERS are and will continue
working to provide secure benefits to our members. We do
this to keep our promises, and
we do this because we know secure benefits help to keep PERS
affordable and are a pivotal part
of providing quality public service to the people of Mississippi.
Sincerely,
Pat Robertson,
Executive Director
Public Employees’ Retirement System of Mississippi

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Robert and Val’Dicia Bennett were married July 25, 2015
and on April 18, of this year
they acquired Badcock & More
Home Furniture Store located
at 21 Hardy Court in Biloxi.
Now they are looking forward to their grand reopening
which will take place Oct.1316.
Robert has done everything
with furniture since 1998 from
building it, repairing it and
selling it. He actually started
with Badcock in 2011 as a sales
associate. His character and
performance were able to attract people in retail operations
and within months he was promoted to management. He has
been a manager at five different
locations, three of which turned
out to be in the top 10 of their
corporate stores.
Val’Dicia, known by many as
‘Val’ has worked in her parent’s
window treatment business,
BLINDSINAHURRY,
since
she was 12 years old. She even
continued working in the family business while in college at
Mississippi State University,
still graduating with honors.
She said she has been in entrepreneurship her entire life and

Robert and Val’Dicia Bennett are the owners of Badcock & More Furniture in Biloxi. The store grand reopening will take place Oct. 13-16.
was a member of the Entrepreneurship Club at MSU. Val has
published a children’s memory
journal called “First Time I
Ever…” Her journal lists first
time events from the age range
of 0-12.
Robert and Val say they look
forward to letting customers
know that the store is under
new management, and they are
back and better than ever.
The couple is inviting the
public to attend their reopening

tent sale where they will offer
up to 50 percent off one-of-akind and discontinued items.
Gregory Buckles, father of
Val and CEO of BLINDSINAHURRY, said his daughter plans to open a kiosk of
the window treatment business within the furniture store,
something he said has never
been done.
“I am very proud of Val and
Robert for being franchise
owners,” he said.

13th Annual ADHD
Conference set for Oct.
20-21 in Hattiesburg
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Connections, a service of
Hattiesburg Clinic, will host
the 13th Annual Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
and Related Concerns Conference Oct. 20-21 at the Temple
Baptist Church Student Center,
5220 Old Highway 11 in Hattiesburg. The event will take
place on Oct. 21, from 8 a.m. to
3:45 p.m., and Oct. 21, from 8
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
This year’s keynote speakers
will be Chris A. Zeigler Dendy,
a nationally known author and
speaker on ADHD, and Felicia
Johnson, a local educator and
author.
The conference will include
sessions on a variety of topics,

such as ADHD and coexisting
disorders, dyslexia, behavior
management, autism and addiction.
“We are looking forward
to another successful year of
learning and networking at the
annual ADHD Conference.
Each year we receive wonderful feedback from our attendees, and we cannot wait to hear
from some new and previous
speakers this year,” said Dr.
Ronald Kent, director at Connections.
Continuing Education Units
will be available for school administrators, counselors, health
care providers, psychologists,
social workers, speech language pathologists, regular ed-

ucators and special educators.
Parents and caregivers are
also encouraged to attend to
learn more about how to help
their child with ADHD manage
his or her condition.
“Although this event attracts
a lot of industry professionals,
we also encourage parents and
caregivers to attend. The various topics that are discussed
appeal to a variety of people
with different backgrounds and
experiences,” said Susan Yarrow, Hattiesburg Clinic public
relations manager and event
organizer.
To register, visit www.s-resa.
org<http://www.s-resa.org>.
For questions or more information, call 601-266-6777.

Attorney General delivers
nearly $34M to State Treasury
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Attorney General Jim Hood
announced Oct. 10, that nearly
$34 million recovered by his
office was delivered to the state
Treasury Oct. 10, and he encouraged the Mississippi Legislature to use the money to offset
budget shortfalls for vital state
services.
“Hopefully, this will undo
some of the damage inflicted to
agency budgets because of state
leaders’ untimely devotion to
tax breaks for big businesses,”
Hood said. “Those misguided
corporate tax cuts along with the

problems associated with Senate
Bill 2362 and the Legislature’s
mathematical error have led to
a reduction of beds at the State
Hospital, layoffs at the Department of Revenue and the Forestry Commission, and closure
of National Guard armories.
Lawmakers will fall far short of
collecting the $188 million that
they anticipated collecting in
the special funds sweep, and I’m
concerned that there are more
significant budget cuts ahead.”
During his tenure, Hood has
recovered more than $3 billion
from corporations that have

harmed Mississippi consumers.
He said legislators should use
the money received to make sure
those same Mississippi consumers are not harmed further by an
inability of state government to
meet their day-to-day needs.
The
majority
of
the
$33,951,305 delivered to the
Treasury is from a judgment
against pharmaceutical manufacturer Sandoz Inc., which
defrauded the state by manipulating the prices it charged for
its drugs to the state Medicaid
program.
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AKA donates more than
100 backpacks to JPS
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Beta Delta Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority Incorporated donated 100 backpacks
filled with school supplies
to Jackson Public Schools.
As part of their One Million Backpacks program,
the prestigious ladies of pink
and green made the presentation at a meeting of the JPS
School Board held Sept. 20.
“We sincerely thank Beta
Delta Omega chapter for
their ongoing support of
Jackson Public Schools
scholars,” said Superintendent Cedrick Gray. “Community organizations such as
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Beta Delta Omega chapter, create opportunities for
equity among our scholars.”
The school supplies in the

By Kennedi A. Cox
jsumsnews.com

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority presented more than 100 backpacks to Jackson Public Schools to be distributed as needed to the
district’s scholars.
book bags include folders,
notebooks, rulers, crayons,
a pencil case, pencil sharpener, pencils, pens and glue
sticks.

“This provision allows our
scholars to focus on their
studies, rather than the notion that they don’t have
what the child sitting next

to them has,” said Thea
Faulkner, director of Partners in Education.
Gray also presented the
AKA chapter with the Su-

perintendent’s Bow Tie
award for their commitment
to supporting the scholars of
the Jackson Public School
District.

Power APAC Theatre Dept.
presents ‘A Night of One Acts’
Mississippi Link Newswire
Students showcased their
acting talents in Power
APAC’s “A Night of One
Acts” held over two nights in
September.
Middle school theatre arts
scholars performed two One
Acts based on the novels
“The Reluctant Dragon” by
Kenneth Grahame and “The
Lady or the Tiger” by Frank
Stockton.
Students displayed their
vocal work, physical training,
acting techniques, costume
designs and technical theatre skills. They also gained
hands-on technical experience by serving as sound
board and lighting operators.
“These scholars are well
on their way to learning how
to produce, direct, construct,

JSU gets
$6M grant for
bio-resource
sustainable food,
energy, water

Power APAC middle school scholars take a bow after a performance of “A Night of One Acts.”
costume and perform their
own shows in the future,”
said Malaika Quarterman,
theatre teacher and director
of One Acts.

“A Night of One Acts”
was made possible thanks to
support from the A-Cubed,
Millsaps College, the Newman Foundation and adopt-a-

school partners Jones Walker,
LLP.
The Academic and Performing Arts Complex is the
only academics and arts in-

stitution available to students
who are strong academic
achievers and who show an
aptitude for one or more of
the visual or performing arts.
Power APAC has been recognized by the John F. Kennedy Center for the Arts as a
School of Distinction. Several of its current and former
educators have also excelled
in the arts community and
have received recognition on
the state and national level.
Academically,
Power
APAC has achieved the
highest accountability performance rating of A for
many consecutive years and
is currently ranked No. 4 in
the state based on 2015-2016
state test scores. The school
serves grades four through
12.

JPS, partners encourage scholars to strive for college
Mississippi Link Newswire
Cardozo Middle and Bates Elementary
Schools
encouraged
scholars to continue their education
beyond high school during a schoolwide pep rally Sept. 16.
The Cardozo marching band,
Jackson State University’s MADDRAMA actors and members of Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity performed.
Students and staff wore their favorite college or university T-shirts and
displayed banners representing those
same institutions.
Former NFL defensive end and
Alcorn State University graduate
Lawrence Pillers encouraged scholars to follow rules and challenged
them to continue to be the best they
can be.

Bates Elementary School celebrated College Spirit Day with a pep rally and
special guests.
“Don’t let anyone pull you down;
you have the best inside you.” Pillers said.

Scholars participated in activities throughout the week designed
to promote a college-going culture.

College week activities included
schoolwide assemblies with motivational speakers, contests, craftmaking and writing about their college goals as they were leading up to
Friday’s grand finale.
College Spirit Day is an initiative of Parents for Public Schools
of Jackson and the Ask for More
Collaborative. It began in 2001 in
the Lanier Feeder Pattern and has
grown to involve all of the district’s
schools. The community-wide event
includes participation from colleges
and universities, as well as government, business and civic leaders.
Davis, Walton and McWillie Elementary Schools and Brinkley Middle School also held College Spirit
Week events.

Alcorn duo receives scholarships to attend wildlife conference

Mississippi Link Newswire
Two Alcorn State University students will participate in a conference
that will boost their knowledge in agriculture.
Bassfield native Karshanna Johnson, a graduate student majoring in
agriculture economics, and Leland native Rodrick Patterson, a senior who’s
also majoring in agriculture economics, have been invited to attend the
2016 Southeastern Association of Fish
and Wildlife Agencies Conference
Oct. 16-19 in Baton Rouge, La. The
students were awarded the Minorities
in Natural Resources Conservation

scholarship to attend the conference.
The conference is a forum for the
exchange of ideas and critical information regarding the management
and protection of fish and wildlife
resources primarily in the Southeast.
The conference attracts over 500 representatives from state and federal
agencies, citizen’s organizations, universities and private wildlife research
groups. The students are the only two
representatives from the state of Mississippi.
Johnson hopes to increase her
knowledge of fish and wildlife at the
conference.

“I hope to gain insight on the Department of Fisherman as a whole,”
said Karshana. “Attending this conference will provide me with knowledge
concerning career options and the duties that comes with working in the
field. I’m hoping to learn a bunch of
valuable information.”
Receiving a scholarship to attend
the conference is something that Patterson appreciates. He said that the
stipend will enable them to take advantage of a great opportunity.
“Receiving the scholarship stipend
is a blessing,” said Patterson. “It’s really beneficial because it allows us

to go further in our education, and it
provides us with opportunities such
as this one that would help us in our
careers. It’s going to be a great experience.”
Director of Career Services Dr. Joey
Mitchell is proud of the students’ efforts to progress in their education and
careers.
“I am very proud of our students,”
said Mitchell. “The conference will
educate them about career opportunities in natural resources and conservation. Educating our students is
essentially important in helping them
choose the right career.”

The National Science Foundation has awarded
Jackson State University a five-year $6 million
grant to study bio-resource materials for sustainable food, energy and water resource development.
JSU’s Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry is collaborating with the University of
Delaware, University of Mississippi and the University of Wyoming in the research. The official
name of the project is “EPSCoR Track II: Collaborative Research and Education on Synergized
Transformational Solar Chemical Looping and
Photo-Ultrasonic Renewable Biomass Refinery.”
This project is expected to significantly advance the understanding of thermodynamics,
kinetics, and transport phenomena in chemical
looping-based energy production system.
The three main tasks of this project are the development of a transformational solar catalytic
chemical looping biomass refinery technology
for production of fuel and biochar from biomass,
enhancement of biochar quality and functionalization of biochar and applications of P&UCEB
and functionalized P&UCEB in Coz-capture/
clean-energy production, water treatment and
food production.
Principal investigator Jerzy Leszczynski said
this is a great opportunity for the JSU team.
“The obtained grant signifies the role of JSU
as a leading HBCU institution in the STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics)
area. The JSU team will lead research performed
by three research universities. … In addition to
addressing the fundamental questions supported
by the National Science Foundation, the proposed research also focuses on practical aspects
related to the design and manufacturing of bioresource materials that could be applied in many
areas crucial to economic development. The
proposed research and collaboration with three
universities from various states will also provide
an opportunity for JSU students to be involved in
state-of-the-art projects and research exchange,”
said Leszczynski, a professor of chemistry.
Not only will this project advance research,
it will also develop STEM fields and workforce
education. This project will focus on developing
three levels of the program: recruitment and development of junior faculty members and postdoctoral fellows in the energy, food, and water
research fields; recruitment and training of undergraduate and graduate students; and public
education for the general population and school
systems.
JSU’s vice president for Research and Federal
Relations, Loretta A. Moore, said the grant and
project would positively affect the community,
JSU and EPSCoR.
“EPSCoR funding is significant to the economic development of the state of Mississippi.
The programs developed through this funding
mechanism from the National Science Foundation help to stimulate sustainable improvements
in research and development capacity and effectiveness. Also, the programs will advance science
and engineering capabilities at JSU and across
EPSCoR jurisdictions.”
The expected project end date is July 31, 2020.
For more information, contact Almesha L. Campbell at 601-979-1815 or email
almesha.l.campbell@jsums.edu.
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Washington starts student
entrepreneur club at Alcorn

CCC awarded grant to
address domestic violence

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University junior and California native Kevin
Washington is here to help aspiring entrepreneurs and business owners live their dreams.
Washington started the Alcorn State Entrepreneur Club,
which will be called ASEC. The
organization will be a platform
for students interested in being
entrepreneurs or business owners. Kevin said that he plans to
invite seasoned entrepreneurs
to come share their experiences
with the students.
“I feel that Alcorn needs a
business club that isn’t linked
to a large-scale organization,”
said Washington. “This organization would allow members
to learn from speakers who are
experienced entrepreneurs. Students can learn the most from
others who have actually done
the work because they have

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The U.S. Department of
Justice’s Office on Violence
Against Women has announced
that Coahoma Community College is among colleges and universities nationwide selected to
receive a grant to reduce domestic violence, sexual assault and
stalking on campus.
The DOJ’s Office on Violence
Against Women recently disbursed 61 anti-violence grants,
totaling $25 million, to 45 colleges and universities across
the nation. CCC and Jackson
State University were the only
schools in Mississippi to be
awarded.
CCC’s grant is for $289,304
per year for three years.
This competitive grant funding will enhance victim servic-

Washington
the hands-on experience in the
field.”
Washington believes the information shared during the organization’s meetings will give
them an overview of what to expect from being an entrepreneur
or business owner.
“I think this organization will
open peoples’ eyes to what avenues they can take in entrepreneurship. I will also provide the

opportunity for students to learn
the steps they have to follow
if they plan to open their own
businesses.”
The organization’s mission is
to equip the members with the
tools they need to be successful.
“I hope the organization
leaves members with ideas to
pursue their dreams by making
their businesses a reality. This
campus has a bunch of students
who are interested in starting
businesses and want help with
their ideas. So hopefully with
this organization, I can link
them with different professionals in the industry so they can
be successful business owners
while in school.”
Washington said that he plans
to start a poetry organization
called Dead Poet’s Society,
which will be a literature club
that would discuss different
books and poetic concepts.

Course, Muhammad Hinds
CC scholarship recipients
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Hinds Community College
Foundation recognized its 20162017 scholarship recipients, donors and honorees at a reception
Sept. 28, at the Muse Center on
the Rankin Campus.
Other scholarship recipients
and donors will be honored on the
Vicksburg-Warren Campus Nov.
11 and the Utica Campus Nov. 13.
Among those recognized was
recipient Kayla Course, of Jack-

Course

Muhammad

son, who received the AMR
“Ladder to Success” EMT Scholarship and Tracy Muhammad, of
Jackson, who received the Eugene

Schulbert Memorial Agricultural
Scholarship.
The Hinds Community College
Foundation awarded more than
600 scholarships in the 2016-2017
academic year.
The deadline to apply for a
Hinds Community College Foundation scholarship has changed.
The new deadline for next year is
Feb. 15, 2017.
For more information, visit
www.hindscc.edu.

es, implement prevention and
education program, and develop
and strengthen campus security
and investigation strategies in
order to prevent, prosecute and
respond to domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual assault
and stalking crimes.
“Coahoma Community College is eager to help create a
culture that disapproves domestic violence as well as empower
victims to have the knowledge
and courage to not accept domestic violence,” said CCC
President Valmadge Towner.
“As a college of learning and
growth, we want to ensure that
we unite and defeat domestic
violence. This grant will place
our college community in a
position to stamp out domestic
violence in our area by marshal-

ing all resources to identify and
stop domestic violence while
also engaging our community to
have zero acceptance for those
who engage in such behavior.”
According to a press release
from the Office on Violence
Against Women, recipients of
the grant will work to deliver
effective, comprehensive and
coordinated strategies that help
survivors heal, reduce campus
sexual and domestic violence
and improve the institution’s response to these crimes.
The awards will make possible a range of services, including specialized training for campus law enforcement, healthcare
providers, university housing
personnel and others who are
often first responders, the release said.

JSU to celebrate 139th Founders’ Week
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University will
celebrate its 139th Founders’
Week activities Oct. 17–19 with
a series of forums and a convocation honoring the institution’s
legacy of achievement, success
and sustainability.
“This is a time for us to pause
and reflect on the contributions
that Jackson State University
has made over its history to Mississippi and to the world through
alumni, students and faculty. We
know that individuals, families
and entire communities have
benefitted from the impact of
Jackson State in myriad ways,”
said Marie O’Banner-Jackson,
dean of Undergraduate Stud-

ies and CyberLearning, who is
chairing this year’s Founders’
Week Committee.
“We invite not only our alumni but our supporters and friends
to join us for this important and
meaningful occasion,” she said.
Known for her motivational
and inspiration style, nationally
renowned speaker Cynthia M.A.
Butler-McIntyre will present the
keynote address at the Founders’ Day Convocation at 10 a.m.
Oct. 20, on the lawn and quad of
the H.P. Jacobs Administration
Tower, 1400 John R. Lynch St.
Appointed by President
Barack Obama to serve on the
Board of Trustees of the Christopher Columbus Fellowship

Foundation,
Butler-McIntyre
also served as the 24th National
President of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority Inc. The former director of human resources for the
Jefferson Parish School System
in Harvey, La., has also worked
as a teacher, principal, summer
school principal and executive
personnel administrator for her
school district.
JSU’s Jake Ayers Institute for
Research in Urban Higher Education has developed a forum
series leading up to the convocation. All events will be held
in the Dollye M.E. Robinson
Liberal Arts Building, Lecture
Rooms 166/266 and feature the
Undergraduate Studies Chorale.
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How to prepare for suffering

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

It has been several weeks since
you have had the
opportunity to
learn more about
learning to suffer
God’s way. As
we reinitiate this study, I’d like
to begin by disclosing to you the
purpose of suffering.
It is a fact that all Christians
suffer. Acts 14:22 tells us “…
strengthening the souls of the
disciples, encouraging them to
continue in the faith, and saying,
through many tribulations, we
must enter the kingdom of God.”
One Bible scholar stated that
Christian ministers and teachers
are not to just teach believers the
word, but also help prepare them
the way of suffering. Why? Because this verse is telling us that
those who embrace the gospel of
Jesus Christ have no choice but
to go through some pain.
One writer said, “…because
we experience suffering as we
await the redemption of our
bodies, it doesn’t mean that our
suffering is without purpose….”
(Joseph Scheumann) We are
guaranteed some suffering, but
there is a purpose for our suffering.
As we prepare to go into the
subject of the “the purpose of
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suffering,” I would like to quote
1 Peter 4:19a as he closed that
chapter: “For this reason let
those who by the purpose (will)
of God undergo punishment…”
This verse is saying God has a
purpose for Christians when He
allows us to suffer. One writer
said, “…the godly are not afflicted by chance, but by the will of
God, they ought not to despair,
but go forward nonetheless in
the way of holiness and well doing…” (Geneva Bible Notes)
Let’s examine the purpose or
reasons why God lets us suffer. One reason is to teach us to
fully obey God. When we suffer,
there is always a battle of your
will. You will either obey God
or disobey God. We can see in
Job’s life that there are two ways
to respond to suffering, one that
curses God because of suffering
and one that praises God amidst
suffering (Job 2:9–10).
In a book called “Trusting
God Even When it Hurts” by
Jerry Bridges, he said, “Another
area of our lives that God must
constantly be at work on is our
tendency to rely on ourselves instead of Him.” And the only way
to break us up from self-reliance
is suffering.
Ecclesiastes 7:14, “Enjoy
prosperity whenever you can,
and when hard times come, realize that God permits both pros-
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perity and hard times so that everyone will realize that nothing
is certain in this life.” This verse
tells us that God permits trouble;
He allows us to lose some things
and people sometimes so we
won’t depend on them but rather
rely on Him, which is why I believe that suffering can help us
learn to obey God completely.
Remember the widow of Zarephath: God told Elijah to go
to her house, and she would
provide for him. 1 Kings 17:9,
“Arise, get you to Zarephath,
which belongs to Sidon, and
dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow there to sustain
you.”
Notice, God told Elijah to
go Zarephath – which means
smelting shop, which is a workshop metal purified. God led his
Prophet Elijah to a place of suffering, a place of lack, a place of
testing, i.e. God sent His servant
to a place of purification. Often
when God permits His people to
suffer, it is a time of purification.
For those who may not know,
smelting uses heat and a chemical reducing agent to break down
or crumbles rock/mineral to get
to the metal. God sent Elijah to
a place of lack/suffering to crush
the tendency of disobeying God
to get to the faith in Elijah and
the widow.
Once again, God told Elijah to
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go to Zarephath and dwell there.
The word dwell in Hebrew (yashab) means to sit down, be still
and be quiet. In other words, God
told the Prophet, Elijah, to go to
the house of a poor widow; who
had one meal left during a time
of famine and that she would
feed him for the next three years
although she had nothing.
This was a test of obedience
for Elijah because God told him
that a poor woman was going to
feed him. God uses suffering or
the worst of times to teach us to
obey Him.
Elijah’s obedience required
him to go to a place of nothingness, and he was expected to sit
down, be still and be quiet. What
about you, can you be in a season of suffering in your life and
be still, sit down and be quiet?
Some folks complain the whole
time of their trials which shows
that they have not learned to
completely obey the Lord.
As I said, earlier obedience
could not be learned unless suffering and trials are experienced.
Just as we have seen in past
studies, faith could not be developed unless it is presented with
a problem/challenge. It is impossible to learn constant obedience
without tests.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor of Makarios Worship Center,
464 Church Road, Madison.
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Appreciate pastor during special month
By Rev. CJ Rhodes
Special to The Mississippi Link

Negative images of pastors
abound. Just turn
on your television or scroll a
few social media
timelines
and
you are certain to find a headline
or tweet or a meme about how
all pastors are money-hungry,
sex-craved pimps in the pulpit.
Tragically, there is some truth
to this stereotype. All of us
know at least one pastor who is
absolutely carnal and so earthly
minded that he is no heavenly
good. But as with all stereotypes, this is an over-generalization. I contend that it’s not even
half of the truth. For every scandalous pastor, there are at least
20 more who love the Lord,
their families, and the churches
they serve. These are the pastors
I want to lift up in this article.
October is Clergy Appreciation Month. This is a punctuated
time to appreciate the pastor in
your life. As with other special
times for recognition, Clergy
Appreciation Month shouldn’t
be the only time of the year you
appreciate the man or woman of
God who speaks into your life;
you should praise God every
day for the preacher who cares
for your soul. But this month is
a special time to give due hon-

or and is important because so
many pastors are woefully underappreciated.
Recent research provides
alarming statistics. Many pastors are overworked and underpaid, stressed out and burning out, physically unhealthy
and financially insecure. Many
pastors are often verbally and
emotionally abused by congregants, and their families suffer collateral damage as well.
Many people can’t appreciate
the 60-80 hours work weeks,
the heavy burdens of pastoral
care and counseling, the barrage
of threats from unregenerate
church folks.
Every given Sunday, pastors
are pushed into a corner to hear
a member complain about the
air conditioning being two degrees too high or low; that the
tie he’s wearing should be cotton and not silk; that her nails
are a quarter of an inch too long.
Pettiness, politics and preferences often drown out the pastor’s call to repentance, renewal
and revival in the word of God.
Then, there’s the constant
blaming: “Our church would
grow if you preached better…
sung more… visited more…”
All of this coming from members who forgot that they too
have a sacred work to do.
Pastors, good and holy pastors, go through a lot. The sense

of call, love of God and God’s
people, and humble patience
keep them from giving people
a piece of their minds and telling them where they can shove
it. That would not be becoming
of a pastor.
It’s important for every pastor
worthy of double honor to receive some gratitude for laboring in word and doctrine. It is
important for the pastor to hear,
not only from the Lord but also
from the saints being served,
that his or her labor isn’t in vain.
It’s also important for pastors
not to grow weary in well doing.
It is easy to blame every member for the devious qualities of a
few. Sure, many churches have
a gang of bullies purposed to
assassinate preachers and abort
God’s vision for the church.
But the gang doesn’t necessarily represent the whole. In fact,
too many times pastors can be
guilty of generalizing the congregation.
To reassure your pastor, take
time this month to express your
gratitude for his or her ministry. Say it out loud. Put it in a
card. Place some lunch money
in their hand. Embrace them.
Offer to cook a wholesome meal
or watch the kids so pastor and
spouse can have date night.
Most assuredly, pray for the
pastor and family daily. Pray for
their protection, guidance, love.

Affirm more, criticize less. Not
just in October, but all year long.
And pastors, be sure to let the
people you serve know that you
love them too.
I have the joy of pastoring
Mt. Helm Baptist Church, Jackson’s oldest historically AfricanAmerican congregation. We
have shared our ups and downs.
I am comforted by the love so
many members express toward
me every week. Their smiles,
their hugs, their handshakes,
their constant prayers for me all
help me know that my labor is
not in vain. They let me know
the hours of prayer and preparation I put into sermon craft; the
hours I put into counseling, visiting, calling, planning, strategizing, evangelizing, equipping,
teaching, training, consoling,
encouraging, serving, loving,
directing, moderating, resolving, praying, mobilizing, are not
in vain.
Pastor, with God on your side
and with the heart of the people
with you, you can slay any giant, cast out every devil, remove
every mountain, survive any
valley, and cross any river.
Don’t give up. Don’t give in.
You matter.
Rev. C.J. Rhodes serves as
the director of Student Religious
Life at Alcorn State University
and is the pastor of Mt. Helm
Baptist Church in Jackson.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Message from
the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
Life is such a
wonderful and
precious thing. It
is to be enjoyed
and revered but
like all things
that are born into
this world, there comes a time
that we must say good-bye to
what we cherish.
In recent weeks, several
people I know personally have
transitioned into their eternal
sleep. Their ages encompass a
wide range: from 30s through
70s. Each life was a loss to a
loved one but will always be
considered a gift to them from
God.
Each life ends in a different
way. Some lives expired after a
lengthy illness and some left us
suddenly. Some lives ended at
a very young age while many
ended after a seasoned lifespan.
Regardless of when a life is
called, it is a new beginning for
the family and friends of those
who have transitioned to their
new home, my Father’s House.
The Bible tells us in John
14:1-3 – “Let not your heart
be troubled; believe in God,
believe also in Me. In my Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I
would have told you; for I go
to prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where
I am, there you may be also.”
In this passage, God wants
us to cherish the memory of
our loved ones but we must not
stop our lives because of their
death. Our God gives us the
strength to carry on. He gives
us the courage and the wisdom
to face the hardships that may

follow. However, His Grace
will see us through the storms
and His love will shine on us if
we study and know His word.
As I think about those who
have lost a precious loved one,
I remember my own pain and
my process following the transition of my loved ones. On
numerous occasions people
would ask me, “How did you
bounce back so quickly?” To
be honest with you, I didn’t realize that I had. All I knew was
that my tomorrow was a new
day of blessings from God.
I know that because of Jesus’
presence in my life, my separation from my transitioned
loved ones is temporary. II
Corinthians 5:8 tells us “Thus
we are full of courage and
would prefer to be away from
the body and at home with the
Lord.
I also know that although
I no longer have the physical
presence of my father, mother, brother and so many other
loved ones, God had given me
another day to share His love.
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, wants
to serve as your personal messenger to share your good news
and news of your place of worship and visit.
Remember the verse that
I often share with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads:
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”
To share your news, contact
Daphne M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, fax
(601) 896-0091 or mail The
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

REIGNING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Zion Travelers Missionary Baptist Church,
925 West Pearl St., Jackson, be the location of
the Domestic Violence Conference from 8:30
a.m. to noon Oct. 15. The theme: “The Potter
Wants to Put you Back Together Again!” T-shirts
for this event are available. For additional information call (601) 355-5545. Dr. Daniel Watkins
is the pastor.
Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church, Madison, will join area organizations to help “Make
Strides Against Breast Cancer” during the annual
walk from 9 a.m. to noon Oct. 22. All participants
will meet at the Thalia Mara Hall, 255 E. Pascagoula St., Jackson. For more information or
to register with the Pilgrim Rest Team, call (601)
856-2609 or visit: http://www.pilgrimrestmadison.
org/event/making-strides-against-breast-cancer2016-walk/ Dr. Matthew Canada is the pastor.
Anderson United Methodist Church, 6205
Hanging Moss Road, Jackson, will host its Fall
Tea & Taste at 1 p.m. Oct. 23. Elegant, delectable festive and delicious delights will be served.
For more information visit andersonumc.org/ or
call (601) 982-3997 Rev. Joe May is pastor.
Greater Pearlie Grove Missionary Baptist
Church, 1640 West County Line Road, Jackson,
Health Care Ministry will host its Harvest Carnival in the church’s front parking lot from noon
until 4 p.m. Oct. 29. For more information call
(601) 354-2026 or visit www.gpgmbc.org. Rev.
Stephen F. Mason is the pastor.
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Never challenge what God’s word says
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
It is wrong to
change
God’s
word. We must
take it as it is
without addition
or subtraction.
God’s word is
true. God’s word is eternal.
God’s word never changes.
We find these words in the
Old Testament, Deuteronomy
4:2, “Ye shall not add unto
the Word which I command
you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may
keep the commandments of the
Lord your God which I command you.” In Psalm 119:89,
“Forever, O Lord, Thy Word is
settled in Heaven.”

God’s word is settled. Jesus
said in Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but My Words shall not pass
away.” We find in John 17:17,
Jesus words, “Sanctify them
through Thy truth: Thy Word
is truth.” From these scriptures, we see that God’s word
really cannot be changed. His
word is truth and truth never
changes. We must not change
the Bible, for God has given
His word to people.
His Word is the Bible.
We can print it, distribute it,
teach it, and talk about it. We
can print it wrong or teach it
wrong. We can add our own
ideas and say they are what
the Bible teaches. We also
can leave out things we do

not like and say they are not
necessary. Such things have
been done many times. We
must not change the Bible because we are God’s creation.
We owe Him love, reverence
and obedience. Reverence for
Him includes reverence for
His word. If we are to obey
His commands, we must know
them as He gave them. If others are to know and obey, we
must pass His commands on
to them unchanged.
To change God’s word is
to change one’s own destiny.
God’s word has authority,
which no human has the right
to touch. Taking away from
God’s word brings loss of the
blessings of heaven, loss of
one’s part in the book of life,
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where one’s name must be if he
is to enter heaven and loss of
his part in the Holy City, where
the Lamb is the light thereof,
where there shall be no night,
no more death, neither sorrow,
nor crying, because God Himself shall be with them and be
their God (Read Revelation
Chapters 21 and 22). Changing God’s word is serious indeed when its result is loss of
the fore-mentioned and eternal
separation from God.
God has prepared His book
and given it over to mankind
to handle, as they will. It is
possible to do most anything
with it; believe and follow or
disbelieve, ignore, contradict,
distort, ridicule, twist, burn,
deny, defy, prohibit and blas-
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pheme. One thing we cannot
do is destroy it. Another thing
we cannot do is to escape
judgment for our handling
of it. Doubters and believers
alike will meet God’s word at
the judgment. At that point, we
will receive reward or punishment or should we say consequences!
God gave His word for
our salvation. It is able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy
3:15). If we neglect or refuse
to use it to accomplish salvation, then what are we doing to
our own best good? One day,
a religious leader asked Jesus
which commandments were
most important: “The most

important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: Hear, O Israel, the
Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.
The second is this: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is
no commandment greater than
these.” (Mark 12:28-31).
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is
married to Velma L. Green. He
is a member of the National
Association of Evangelism
Church of God, Anderson, Ind.
He serves as chairman of the
Southeastern Association of
The Church of God, Inc.
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God preps us for where we are going
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
“Sometimes
the place you
are used to is
not the place
where you belong.” When I
heard this inspirational line in the newly released movie Queen of Katwe,
I immediately wrote it down
because I liked the simple truth
in it. The movie depicts the
struggles of Phiona Mutesi, a
teenaged Ugandan chess prodigy as she realizes her potential to succeed in chess but still

remains living in poverty with
her widowed mother and three
siblings.
The film follows the typical
Disney sports film formula of
the underprivileged champion
with a heart of gold but adds
a more culturally diverse twist
by setting the story in Uganda. In Phiona’s case, she can
strategize eight moves ahead
in chess which is remarkable
to her mentor Robert Katende,
played with compassionate
depth by David Oyelowo.
When Katende sees her
struggling to grasp the opportunities that chess gives her, he

reminds her that her life in the
Katwe slum does not have to be
her final destination. She hears
him with her ears but it takes
the rest of the movie for her to
fully embrace that where her
life will take her.
As I watched the movie, I
thought about my own struggles with living in the now and
striving for the future. Like
Phiona, I questioned whether
the opportunities being presented to me were really for
me. For example, a few years
ago, I became good friends
with an author who had an international best-selling book

that was about to be turned
into a movie produced by Viola Davis.
My author friend was very
gracious in answering my
many questions about getting
her book published and even
talking to Viola Davis. What
she didn’t know is I often joked
that it was weird that we’d become friends. Compared to
what she had accomplished as
a writer, I was not at all on her
level. But from our very first
conversation, she’d been kind
and treated me as her equal as
if I were already at her level.
It was very affirming and quite

honestly did wonders for my
self-esteem.
One day when I was having
one of my moments questioning the friendship, God reminded me in my prayer time that he
was giving me friends, like my
author friend, not for where I
was but for where I was going
to be. So instead of questioning
the friendship, I should embrace it and see it as preparing
me for the next level.
It reminds me so much of
Philippians 3:13-14: But one
thing I do: Forgetting what is
behind and straining toward
what is ahead, I press on to-

ward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.
As much as we pray for God
to move in our lives, sometimes it is hard to accept all
that the next level offers. But
like Phiona, we have to press
past doubts of the present to get
the blessings of our future next
level.
Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence best-seller
“Love Hangover: Moving
from Pain to Purpose after a
Relationship ends.” She may
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of October 13
SONGS

		

ARTISTS				

1. Made A Way			

Travis Greene

2. Put A Praise On It		

Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard

3. You’re Bigger			

Jekalyn Carr

4. God Provides			

Tamela Mann

ALBUM

5. Better				Hezekiah Walker
6. Spirit Break Out		

William McDowell Featuring Trinity Anderson

7. I Need You			

Donnie McClurkin

8. You				Jermaine Dolly
9. I Won’t Be Defeated		

Damon Little

10. 123 Victory			

Kirk Franklin Featuring Pharrell Williams

To listen to snippets of these songs,
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

1750
www.nhcms.org

SUNDAY

Place your
church ad here.

Worship Services
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

For details call
601-896-0084
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If Clinton loses in November,
don’t blame black voters
By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist
Now that the dust
has settled around
President Barack
Obama’s
comments at the Congressional Black
Caucus
Foundation’s Phoenix Awards Dinner,
let me give you my take on the
subject. In 2010, immediately following the midterm elections, in
some instances, black folks were
blamed for the “shellacking,” as
Barack Obama put it, of Democrat
candidates. Again in 2014, the
rancor directed at blacks for failing to vote was raised to an even
higher level.
In an article by Sabrina Eaton of Cleveland.com, U.S. Rep.
Marcia Fudge noted that “preliminary exit polls showed the
African-American proportion of
the electorate increased over the
2010 midterms, and urged critics
to ‘find another scapegoat. Don’t
blame us!’”
The statement by Rep. Fudge
continued: “Our community organizations and churches mobilized
to encourage early voting opportunities with programs like ‘Souls to
the Polls,’ and African-American
activists and state leaders stood
ready to combat any instance of
voter intimidation or fraud. Black
elected officials crisscrossed the
country to discuss the urgency
and importance of this election.
We phone banked, knocked on
doors and held ‘Get Out the Vote’

rallies. Our losses were not a referendum on African-American
political engagement. We did our
part, so don’t blame us!”
In 2008 and 2012, black voters turned out in unprecedented
numbers to help Obama win the
presidency. Now, in 2016, as the
first black president prepares to
leave office, black voters will
again be held responsible for turning out in droves. We have been
given our “marching orders” once
again by the President during his
“most passionate” speech ever, as
some have described it, during the
awards dinner.
“I will consider it a personal insult, an insult to my legacy, if this
community lets down its guard
and fails to activate itself in this
election,” Obama declared with a
stern look and booming passion.
“You want to give me a good
send-off, go vote.”
While it is well known that
fewer blacks vote in midterm
elections than in presidential elections, it just may be the result of
black people seeing ourselves
being taken for granted after the
president gets elected and very
little that was promised during
the campaign was delivered afterwards.
In 2002, NAACP Chairman Julian Bond said Democrats “failed
to engage African-American voters. They had all the issues on
their side: high unemployment,
failing pensions, people losing
vast sums of money and the stock
market crash. But the Democrats

didn’t push these issues. Instead
they offered pale shadows of
what the Republicans were offering, and that just wasn’t good
enough.”
The excuses for the midterm
meltdowns among Democrats
over the past decade or so are essentially what we call “blaming
the victim.” Black people are really victims of the political system in this nation. We have been
“clowned” by political pundits
and sycophants, and now we are
caught in their web of false promises and lack of reciprocity for our
votes.
I don’t know what the CBC
has said or will say in response to
President Obama’s admonishment
to them to protect his legacy by
voting for Hillary, thereby giving
him a “good send-off,” but here
are my requests of Brother Barack
in return for his good send off.
These requests can be read in full
on http://www.iamoneofthemillion.com/our-planks.html among
our twenty-two platform planks.
Get Brother Edward Pinkney
out of prison in Michigan. Since
when do trumped up charges
and false accusations on a misdemeanor crime get a person ten
years in a maximum security prison? Plank #20
Exonerate Marcus Mosiah Garvey, in support of his son, Dr. Julius Garvey. Plank #22
Amend the 13th Amendment by
removing the “Exception Clause.”
Plank #11
Support misconduct and/or

malpractice insurance for police
officers. Plank #6
Change your mind about reparations for descendants of African enslaved people, and suggest
ways it can be done. You can begin by advocating reparations for
the victims of the Tulsa Riot in
1921. You supported reparations
for Filipino war vets, and surely
you support the Japanese reparations of 1988, Native Alaskans in
1971, and reparations for the Jewish people. Why not in our case,
which is just as reasonable as all
the others? Plank #14
Finally, we would love to for
you to be a guest on the Carl Nelson Show, www.woldcnews.com,
where conscious black people
hang out.
Mr. President, these are just five
of our planks, both internal (those
that call for our own personal responsibility toward one another)
and external. A good send-off for
our black President should include, at a minimum, your support
for these few requests. Your legacy will be even greater among the
folks who have supported you for
the past eight years if you reciprocate to your own demand of us to
“Go Vote!” If you refuse to help
us, as Marcia Fudge said, “Don’t
blame us.”
James Clingman is a writer on
economic empowerment for Black
people. His latest book, “Black
Dollars Matter! Teach Your Dollars How to Make More Sense,” is
available on his website, Blackonomics.com.

A Trump win in November
could tear this nation apart
By Bill Fletcher, Jr.
NNPA News Wire Columnist
Alright, team, we
are getting close
to the finish line:
Election Day, Nov.
8. We have witnessed the first and
second debate between Hillary Clinton and Donald
Trump, and while I would argue
that Clinton won the first, Trump
made enough arguments to reinforce some level of confidence
among his supporters.
After having a comfortable lead
over her Republican opponent,
current poll numbers suggest that
Clinton’s lead has almost vanished
in key states; reasons why the race
has tightened are still up for debate.
There are four presidential candidates on the ballot: Hillary Clinton (Democrat), Donald Trump
(Republican), Gary Johnson (Libertarian Party) and Dr. Jill Stein
(Green Party). The reality is that

the presidential choice comes
down to either Clinton or Trump.
Johnson has about an 8 percent
showing in the polls and Stein
about 3 percent.
What voters have to decide is
not only where will they come
down, but also the importance of
other races that will be decided
Nov. 8. Thus, my first plea is that
everyone votes. Each vote, as we
saw in Florida in 2000 and Ohio in
2004, can be potentially critical.
A second issue is that races, in
addition to the presidential race,
are critical. The United States
Senate, as of this moment, is a
toss-up between the Republicans
and Democrats. We could find
ourselves with a small Republican
majority, a small Democratic majority, or a literal tie. So, even if
you find yourself dissatisfied with
the Presidential choices, there are
other races that will make a realworld difference.
The third issue, however, is one
that hit me, yet again, in watching

the debate. Trump and his supporters are dangerous. It is frightening that a presidential candidate
can continue to deliver outright
lies and has not been run out of
town on a rail. But it is actually
more than that. Leading the birther
movement against Obama, threatening to put Muslims under surveillance, proposing a wall along
the border with Mexico and an escalation of deportations, allegedly,
as a means of cutting crime, tells
us that Trump understands nothing
about the experiences of those of
us of color. Worse, he is quite prepared, in the face of the history of
the U.S., to play with matches in a
field of unstable dynamite. Trump
isn’t stupid; he knows precisely
what he is doing and he knows
how he is motivating racists and
xenophobes to come out of the
closet. Yet, he keeps doing it.
So, it really comes down to this:
No matter who is elected, people
of conscience will need to put and
keep pressure on the next admin-

istration. At the same time, don’t
deceive yourself. Ultra-right-wing
forces will play on Trump’s victory
in order to push us further over the
edge into a racial dystopia.
Black America went through a
racial dystopia after the defeat of
Reconstruction and found itself in
the hell of Jim Crow. Asian America went through the persecution of
the Chinese and Japanese, the annexation of Hawaii and a genocidal war against the Filipinos. Latino
America went through the seizure
of the northern third of Mexico and
the later seizure of Puerto Rico,
along with the constant demonization of their people and their
heritage. Native Americans have
faced constant efforts aimed at the
violation of their sovereignty, and,
indeed, their extermination. We do
not need a president who takes us
anywhere close to that world again.
Bill Fletcher Jr. is a talk show
host, writer and activist. Follow
him on Twitter, Facebook and at
www.billfletcherjr.com.

Police shootings
driven by terrorism
not racism
By Armstrong Williams
NNPA News Wire Columnist
It seems as though the nation’s cities and major metropolitan areas are
sitting in anxious anticipation for the
next police shooting; the next “senseless” loss of someone who didn’t
have to die.
That’s unfortunate. There are too
many questions surrounding these shootings, and
while the answers do eventually come, rarely are
they complete, and certainly the pain does not subside, because some plausible explanation is given.
I predict these shootings will continue. I hope I’m
wrong.
They won’t be regular, and each one needs to be
examined in the eyes of the public, the communities, the courts and all institutions of government
for their individual merits of what went wrong and
who’s to blame. It’s a fool’s errand to assume that
each one of these shootings is the result of naked,
blind racism.
Black cops shooting black suspects; white cops
shooting black males; black murderers killing black,
white and Hispanic cops...the permutations are numerous. Many of these instances – as in the case of
the shooting recently in El Cajon, California – involve veteran officers with decades on the force.
So, how about examining these instances through
another lens. Sure, let race play a role. The Black
Lives Matter groups, church leaders and others concerned about violence and police brutality in the
black community, ask important questions. It’s their
right as citizens.
But what else, beyond racial hatred, drives behavior? What if there’s something deeper here? Something that would instill a fear in these officers and
cause them to be anxious, alert, poised for action?
See, I think fear is what drives these shootings.
Not all of them, but certainly the ones that can’t be
easily explained. Fear of what, you may ask? Terrorism. I believe in the wake of 9/11, when terrorism in
its most raw, demonic form arrived on our shores,
it spurred a new kind of fear among the people.
Sure, we were told that if we walked around in fear,
the terrorists would win. We couldn’t allow that. It
would be…un-American.
But as each week that passes, and senseless stabbings, shootings in malls, exploding bombs on city
streets become more prevalent in a 24-hour news cycle, we will see more shootings by law enforcement.
If you are a police officer, and you read of the
same violence that others do, and one day you encounter a person – white, black, Hispanic, it doesn’t
matter – pointing a round cylindrical device toward
you, legs spread as though he’s ready to fire said
device, your first thought isn’t, “I bet that’s an electronic cigarette he’s holding.”
Fractions of a second stand between life and death
in those interactions. And as much as we would
like to believe cops get it right all the time, sometimes they don’t. But are we expecting a behavioral
dynamic from the police that we ourselves would
NEVER get right 100 percent of the time if we
found ourselves in the same situation?
If a police veteran stumbles upon a terrorist act
about to be committed, and risks his/her life to stop
the terrorist, they are heroes. But if that suspect was
strung out on PCP, the same police veteran is now a
racist murderer.
Look, as a black man, I’m not here to excuse or
assign blame. What I am doing is raising another,
larger question – just how much does the scourge of
terrorism haunt our society? How big is that shadow terrorists cast, even if they’re not in our towns?
What can we expect of those institutions entrusted
to guard us, when the enemy has no moral compass,
no respect of human life? Big questions indeed...
Read Armstrong Williams’ brand new book, Reawakening Virtues, on RightSideWire.com and join
the discussion live at 6-8 p.m. and 4-6 a.m. est. on
Sirius/XM UrbanView 126. Become a fan on Facebook and follow him on Twitter.

Ask Alma: Don’t worry about husband’s ‘mancations, with friend
By Alma Gill
NNPA News Wire Columnist

Dear Alma,
I’ve been married for six years
and I love my
husband so much.
We met when he
was in the Navy.
The last year that he was in, I
got pregnant, so we agreed it
would be best to move close to
my family and I was very happy
about that. He is a good pro-

vider and takes care of me and
our daughter. Here’s the thing,
my husband takes a trip with
his best friend who is still in the
Navy every year. It’s just the
two of them, not the extended
family. My sister said that is
strange for two men to go on
trips together. She said that I
need to find out what’s going on
and make sure he’s not on “the
down low.” What do you think?
Signed,
Home Alone Wife

Dear Home Alone Wife,
Sounds to me like your husband appreciates the experience
of traveling with an old friend
and ain’t nothing wrong with
that. Sometimes you just want
to get away and enjoy the scenery with your good buddy and
take a vacation from family
life. Is that a little weird, does
that mean you’re on “the down
low?” Ummmm, I say, “no.”
He was an individual person
with friends before you married

him. He joined the Navy to travel and that’s what he did. Just
because he’s out of the military,
doesn’t mean he no longer enjoys that passion or the lifelong
friendships he’s made during
that time.
Before you were born Sweetie, grandmothers use to say, “an
idle mind is the devil’s workplace.” Do you know what that
means? It means you’re creating stories in your mind instead
of taking care of your business.

That, Honey Chile, will get you
in trouble. Don’t indict your
husband based on your imagination. Stop listening to your
sister; her idle mind is in overdrive. She’s not married to your
husband, you are.
You know better than anyone
else what’s going on in your
house. What you should be doing is defending your husband.
How about that! Use that week
or so that he’s gone to try something new on your own bucket

list. Grab a fork and appreciate the time enjoying your own
pie of passion! Trust him, trust
yourself and tell your sister to
mind her business.
Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 years,
including various roles at USA
Today, Newsday and the Washington Post. Email questions
to:
alwaysaskalma@gmail.
com. Follow her on Facebook
at “Ask Alma” and Twitter @
almaaskalma.
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Gays and Catholicism: Pope’s
words open door to confusion
By Michelle R. Smith
Associated Press
PROVIDENCE, R.I. – An
ideological tug of war over the
firing of a Rhode Island church
music director for marrying his
same-sex partner illustrates the
confusion that permeates some
U.S. Roman Catholic parishes
over Pope Francis’ words on homosexuality.
Francis’ famous declaration
“Who am I to judge?” in 2013
energized Catholics who had
pushed the church to accept
gays and lesbians. Now, some
gay Catholics and supporters
who hoped for rapid acceptance
find themselves stymied by
many bishops and pastors.
Francis is being cited by both
the music director, Michael
Templeton, and by Providence
Bishop Thomas Tobin, known
for taking a hard line on church
teaching about marriage and
abortion. Tobin has criticized
Francis, writing after the pope’s
summit on the family two years

ago that “Francis is fond of ‘creating a mess.’ Mission accomplished.”
The pope has upheld Catholic
teaching on homosexuality, reiterating the church’s opposition
to same-sex relationships. But
his shift in tone and broad statements about mercy have left a
trail of comments that amount
to a Rorschach test open to interpretation, say those who have
closely followed Francis.
“Pope Francis has not said,
‘Here’s what you should do in
a parish where you have a music director who has married his
partner of the same sex,’” said
the Rev. James T. Bretzke, a
professor of moral theology at
Boston College. “Pope Francis
is articulating general principles: forgiveness and mercy and
not harsh judgment. But how
you handle a particular case like
this, he has been very reluctant
to weigh in on it.”
That means a gay Catholic’s
fate depends on his diocese or

individual pastor.
Templeton, 38, says he was
called in last month and fired
from the job he held for five
years at the Church of St. Mary.
The pastor, appointed in July,
told him someone had sent him
a 2015 Associated Press article
that included details about Templeton’s wedding. A representative from the Providence Diocese also attended.
At the end of the meeting, disappointed and hurt, Templeton
cited Francis.
“This seems truly inconsistent with the teachings of Pope
Francis,” Templeton said he told
them.
The firing caused an outcry in
the parish. A fellow employee
resigned minutes after Templeton’s firing. Several lay leaders
also resigned, and dozens of
parishioners have left, including most of the church’s 20 to
30 gay members, according to
people interviewed by the AP.
Many cited Francis’ example,

saying the firing was in conflict
with his declaration that 2016 be
a “Year of Mercy.”
The pastor, Rev. Francesco
Francese, referred comment to
Tobin’s office, and Tobin declined a request for an interview.
Tobin issued a statement to
The Providence Journal saying
church employees and volunteers are “expected to live in a
way that is fully consistent” with
church teachings. If a person engages in activity that contradicts
those teachings, “that individual
leaves the church no choice but
to respond,” Tobin said.
In a later Facebook posting,
Tobin defended his approach,
citing Francis.
“When church leaders have
to respond to situations involving persons living an openly
‘gay lifestyle ‘ these days, we’re
often scolded and told that we
should be ‘more like Pope Francis,’ presumably the ‘Who-amI-to judge’ Pope Francis,” Tobin
wrote.

He listed several examples
that “critics should also remember,” including that Francis fired
a priest who was working in the
Vatican upon learning the priest
was gay and in a relationship.
In the past few months alone,
Francis has made statements or
taken actions that give fuel to
both sides.
Francis underscored his emphasis on mercy over defending orthodoxy with his first U.S.
picks for cardinals, announced
Sunday, choosing bishops who
have taken a more welcoming
approach to gays and others
who have felt alienated from the
church.
Asked this month about how
he would minister to transgender Catholics, Francis responded: “When someone who
has this condition comes before
Jesus, Jesus would surely never
say, ‘Go away because you’re
gay.’”
At the same time, he recently supported Mexican bishops

working against a push to legalize same-sex marriage.
New Ways Ministry, which
advocates for gay Catholics, has
documented around four dozen
cases during Francis’ tenure
where people have been forced
from positions in Catholic institutions or faced other negative
consequences for reasons such
as being in gay relationships or
advocating for gay rights.
Francis DeBernardo, executive director of New Ways, said
gay Catholics continue to see
problems in places with conservative bishops, like Providence.
Tobin, he said, was interpreting
Francis too narrowly.
Before Francis, “people were
afraid to even say the words gay
or lesbian,” DeBernardo said. “I
do think he’s taken an important
step that could lead to further
steps. I’m not certain, I don’t
think he will make a change in
church doctrine, but I think he
is laying the groundwork for future changes.”

Clock ticking for high school
students to participate in 10th
Annual Disney Dreamers Academy
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Time is running out for high
school students nationwide to
be a part of the 2017 Disney
Dreamers Academy with Steve
Harvey and ESSENCE Magazine – the innovative, outsideof-the-classroom, mentoring
program is in its 10th year at
Walt Disney World Resort.
To be among the 100 selected
to participate in this unique experience, high school students
around the country must apply
at DisneyDreamersAcademy.
com by Oct. 31.
Each year, students participate in engaging and immersive workshops related to a
variety of career paths, ranging from animation to zoology.
Each participant learns important skills such as communication techniques, leadership

values and networking strategies from Disney experts and
world-renowned entrepreneurs
and executives. Moreover,
motivational speakers and celebrities such as syndicated radio and television personality
Steve Harvey and ESSENCE
President Michelle Ebanks
connect with students to share
their stories and provide insight into how to achieve success and DREAM BIG.
Immersed in the imaginative
and magical setting of Walt
Disney World Resort, Dreamers go behind the scenes to
learn what inspires Disney
storytellers, as well as use
the theme parks as energetic
‘classrooms,’ leading to career discoveries, the pursuit of
dreams and fun memories to
cherish.

“Giving back to our youth –
our future – is something I am
so passionate about,” said Harvey. “This is a milestone year,
where the success and collaboration with Disney continue
to pay dividends for the lives
of over 900 Disney Dreamer
alumni and with the addition of
the class of 2017, we will have
influenced over 1,000 aspiring
young leaders. I encourage all
high school students to take
the time to apply for the 10th
annual Disney Dreamers Academy because I truly believe
that a young person’s dream
deserves constant nourishing.”
Applicants must answer essay questions describing their
stories, the people who are
most influential in their lives
and their dreams for the future.
Students are selected based on

a combination of attributes, including a strong character, positive attitude and determination
to achieve their dreams.
Selected Dreamers, along
with a parent or guardian, will
receive an all-expense-paid trip
to Walt Disney World Resort
in Florida for the event March
9-12, 2017. Applications are
open to U.S. high school students, ages 13 to 19, until Oct.
31. A distinguished panel of
leaders will judge the applications in November and selected
students will be announced in
December.
For more information regarding applications, visit:
D i s n e y D re a m e r s A c a d e m y.
com. Follow the Dreamers on
Facebook.com/DisneyDreamersAcademy or on Twitter.com/
DreamersAcademy.

Steve Harvey and ESSENCE President Michelle Ebanks connect with
students to share their stories and provide insight into how to achieve
success and DREAM BIG. Oct. 31 is the last day to apply for the Disney
Dreamers Academy.

Samsung woes show how dependent we’ve become on smartphones
By Barbara Ortutay
AP Technology Writer

NEW YORK –Tethered as we
are to our smartphones, Samsung asking users of its fireprone Galaxy Note 7 to “power
down and stop using the device”
is not just an inconvenience. It’s
crazy.
Smartphones have become
extensions of ourselves, the last
thing we look at before falling
asleep and the first thing we
grab in the morning. Abandoning them is all but unthinkable,
even at the dinner table, even on
the toilet.
Risking a battery fire might
seem like a small price to pay for
obsessively checking your latest
Instagram “likes,” catching up

on email, Skyping your grandkids across the country, getting
directions, confirming your travel itinerary, reading the news,
searching for a dinner recipe,
hailing a ride and so on.
For those traveling with children, a long flight without a
smartphone to serve as distraction is akin to torture.
Power down and stop using
the device? You might as well
go live in a cave in a distant
mountain (if you can get there,
since you no longer have GPS).
According to the Pew Research
Center, 43 percent of the world’s
population uses a smartphone.
Rates are highest in places such
as South Korea (88 percent),
Australia (77 percent) and Israel

(74 percent).
And use it they do. We check
Facebook so often that the company no longer just measures its
users on a monthly basis. A more
important number is how many
people check in on a daily basis.
In June, more than 1 billion people checked Facebook on a mobile device at least once a day.
In a report on global mobile
device usage, the consulting
firm Deloitte found the obvious,
namely that “device obsession
is deepening” and that people
are using their phones for “everything from watching TV to
simply crossing the road.” Some
of us even use the phones while
crossing the road, which is not
the safest thing in the world.

A small 2015 study by Nottingham Trent University that
tracked
18-to-33-year-olds
found that they checked their
phones an average of 85 times a
day – often without realizing.
Entire industries have sprung
up to try to pry us away from
our gadgets, such as phone-free
summer camps for adults, antitexting-and-driving apps and
apps that track how much time
you spend on your phone.
As such, it’s not surprising
that smartphone owners suddenly deprived of this extra limb
are finding ways around the inconvenience.
“I am currently using my tablet that has AT&T number sync.
I have a Bluetooth headset con-

nected that allows me to make
and receive calls. It also can
receive texts, but it works marginal at best,” said Leo Langelier
III, who lives in North Berwick,
Maine.
His Note 7 – the replacement
model – started to emit smoke
in the car while he was traveling
with his family. While his family is fine, he has not been able
to get a replacement and said
he will be reactivating an older
phone he has at home until he
can get everything cleared up.
Adam Siemaszko, who returned his Note 7 to a Best Buy
in Manhattan, said a co-worker
was kind enough to lend him an
old iPhone 5S until I can get a
new one. He decided to get the

new Pixel phone from Google,
as he’s lost his trust in Samsung.
But there’s a five-to-six-week
wait.
“Being phoneless is awful,”
he said. “What I don’t think a lot
of people think about is just how
reliant we have been with the
modern flagships.”
Siemaszko said he got used to
taking notes on the Note 7 using its special S pen and running
two apps side by side at once.
The iPhone 5S came out in 2013
and even the latest iPhone, the 7,
lacks these options.
“I feel incredibly limited on
this 5S,” he said. “They took my
tool away, and the only way to
get something else is to jump
through hoops.”
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH
THE CONCESSION FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS AT THE
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 017-15-C)
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at
the Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal
Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 2:00
p.m. central time on November 4, 2016 (the “Bid Deadline”), for construction and
related services in connection with the Concession Facility Improvements at the
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (the “Work”).
JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. central time on
November 4, 2016 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Community Room, Third Floor of
the Main Terminal Building at JAN.
The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be
marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number and
with the wording: “Concession Facility Improvements Project at JAN, JMAA
Project No. 017-15-C.” Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be considered for
any cause whatsoever. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.
JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by JMAA
in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement
for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA
and the lowest and best bidder. Any Addenda issued clarifying and/or changing
plans and specifications; clarifying and/or changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to the Instruction to Bid-

ders, including plans and specifications, shall become part of the Information for
Bidders. Plans and specifications related to the Work are considered a part of
the Agreement.
The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN at
the following address:
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3635
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention: Darion Warren
Director of Capital Programming

Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment is received.
JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on October
19,2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference
is mandatory for all those submitting bids as a Prime Contractor for the Work.
Identified Sub-Contractors and or persons seeking opportunities to provide work
as a Sub-Contractor are encouraged to attend the pre-bid conference, though
attendance is not mandatory.
JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by
Addendum issued before the Bid; to waive informalities in the bidding process;
and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before awarding the
Contract.

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work)
may be obtained upon payment of a $260.00 non-refundable fee per set. Bid
documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition for purchase
cost to be refunded. The Architect for this Project reserves the right to determine
quality of plans upon return. Payment for the bid documents is to be in the form
of a company or cashier’s check made payable to Sir Speedy Printing. The
check may be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents at the following
address or may be mailed to the following address:

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Addenda by
posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/RFQrfb-center/). JMAA will also
endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on record with
JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email.

Sir Speedy Printing
2701 North State Street
Jackson, MS 39216
Telephone: (601) 981-3045
Facsimile: (601) 362-2909
Email: speedy3401@aol.com

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 22% for the Work solicited
by this RFB.

DATE: October 5, 2016 /s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Officer
10/06/2016, 10/13/2016

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the request.

LEGAL
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
REQUIRING MANDATORY SEXUAL HARASSMENT PREVENTION
TRAINING FOR ALL CITY EMPLOYEES.

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to providing and
maintaining a comfortable, productive work environment that is free from discrimination in any form; and

WHEREAS, the City’s sexual harassment policy applies to all City employees, including supervisors and non-supervisory employees, and prohibits
harassment in any form, including verbal, non-verbal, physical, and visual
harassment; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi deems it important to ensure that every employee is aware of the high standards of conduct, can readily identify improper employee conduct, and remains familiar with the process
for filing a complaint, grievance procedures, and disciplinary action steps.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, that an ordinance mandating sexual harassment
prevention training for all city employees is in the best interest of the City of
Jackson and is hereby adopted to read as follows: Employee Sexual Harassment Prevention Training.

Every employee of the City of Jackson, Mississippi shall complete an initial
online or in-person sexual harassment prevention training course as part of
employee orientation and shall complete an annual sexual harassment prevention training course thereafter. In-person sexual harassment prevention
training courses shall be conducted by the Equal Employment Opportunity
Officer or the Human Resources Training Coordinator within the Department
of Personnel. The training course shall include education as to:

a. Standards of conduct;
b. City policies and prohibitions against sexual harassment;
c. Improper employee conduct and forms of sexual harassment;
d. Complaint procedures;
e. Grievance procedures; and
f. Disciplinary action steps.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Tillman seconded.

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps, Stokes and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- None.

ATTEST:
Kristi Moore
City Clerk

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City,
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by
the City Council at its regular meeting on the 20th day of September, 2016,
and recorded in Minute Book “6J”, pages 725-726.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 7th day of October,
2016.

(SEAL)
Kristi Moore, City Clerk
10/13/2016

+MEGA LIQUIDATION AUCTION +
1000’s of Items will Sell!
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Over 300 guns, Harley Davidsons,
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Nick Clark Auctions
Mega Liquidation Auction

PASS
3.792 x 2
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FFL INSTANT BACKGROUND CHECK ON SITE!

&/$5.$8&7,216ZZZQLFNFODUNDXFWLRQVFRP
%X\HUV3UHPLXP&DVK&KHFNRU&UHGLW&DUG)RRG 'ULQN

48 Web
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MS Nursery and Landscape
Deer Proof Plants

Pick Up

At The Following Locations:

PLANTS THAT DEER WILL PASS BY!
LOOK FOR THE DEER PROOF LOGO AT YOUR
LOCAL MISSISSIPPI GARDEN CENTER!

Funds for this project were provided through the Mississippi Department of Agriculture
and Commerce, USDA Specialty Crop Grant Program.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me,
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

It’s a “Sleep Chair”– for a comfortable
and relaxing night’s sleep

It’s a “Sit Back Chair”– for reading,
watching TV and resting
It’s a “Chair”– for crafting, eating,
visiting with friends and family
It’s a “Lift Chair”– that puts your feet
safely on the floor – you’re ready to go!

J A C K S O N
UPTON TIRE
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
Countyline Road and State Street
PASS
3118 Livingston Road
MURPHY USA
3.792 x 4
CASH & CARRY
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Capitol Street and Monument Street
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
CITY HALL
RITE AID
219 S President St
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
RITE AID
2659 Livingston Road
114 E. McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
6075 Old Canton Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
C A N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
A&I
4331 Highway 80W
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
B&B
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BOUTIQUE STORE
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BULLY’S STORE
304 Briarwood Dr
Church Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
COMMUNITY MART
2855 McDowell Rd
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
FRYER LANE GROCERY
104 Terry Rd
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
JJ MOBIL
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
PASS
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
2325 Livingston Rd. 3.792 x 4
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET
K & K ONE STOP
Northside Drive
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
LACY’S INSURANCE
653 Duling Avenue
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
Jackson Medical Mall
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
SHELL FOOD
MART
22YOUR
Westside Drive - Canton, MS
LOOK FOR THE DEER PROOF LOGO AT
5492 Watkins Drive
B
LOCAL MISSISSIPPI GARDEN CENTER!Y R A M
SPORTS MEDICINE
DOLLAR GENERAL
Fortification and I-55
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road

Perfect Sleep Chair

PLANTS THAT DEER WILL PASS BY!

PLANTS THAT DEER WILL PASS BY!

LOOK FOR
THEPerfect
DEER PROOF
LOGOChair
AT YOUR
The
Sleep
LOCAL for
MISSISSIPPI
GARDEN
CENTER!and Handling.
Now available
only $1999
plus Shipping
®

Call now!

46406

1-800-894-0158

Please mention code 65330 when ordering.

Funds for this project were provided through the Mississippi Department of Agriculture
and Commerce, USDA Specialty Crop Grant Program.

Funds for this project were provided through the Mississippi Department of Agriculture
and Commerce, USDA Specialty Crop Grant Program.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me,
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me,
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES
— J. Fitzgerald, VA

48 Web
It’s a “SleepxChair”–
3.556
4 for a comfortable
and relaxing night’s sleep

but I’m never alone.
®
have
Life Alert.
It’s a I“Sit
Back Chair”–
for reading,
watching TV and resting

It’s a “Chair”– for crafting, eating,
visiting with friends and family
AS SEEN ON

TV

®

1-800-513-0368
Now available for only $1999 plus Shipping and Handling.
Call now!

46406

1-800-894-0158

Please mention code 65330 when ordering.

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES
48 Web
3.556 x 4

It’s a “Sit Back Chair”– AUCTION.
for reading,
PAYING TOO MUCH FOR SR-22 or
MEGA LIQUIDATION
watching TV and resting
Saturday, October 22, 9:00 a.m. Canton similar high-risk car insurance? Call
Multiplex Center, 501 Soldiers Colony NOW to see how we could save you
a “Chair”–
money eating,
today! 1-800-715-5295
Rd., Canton, MS. Over 300 It’s
guns,
Harleyfor crafting,
visiting with friends and family
Davidsons, Rolexes, Gold and Silver,
Miscellaneous
Tools, Ammo, Boats, Trailers, More!
It’s a “Lift Chair”–
that puts
your feet
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Clark Auctions
#1145.
601-317safely on the floor – you’re ready to go! Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
2536. www.nickclarkauctions.com
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

1-800-513-0368
SAFE SALE!

Home Security & Fire Protection
Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
48 Web
2636 Old Brandon Rd.
3.556 x 4
Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,
Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$

799 while supplies last!

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event!

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Advertising
Solutions
That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

®

Saving a Life
EVERY 10 MINUTES

I have Life Alert.®

For a FREE brochure call:

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

available TRAINEES
for only $1999NEEDplus Shipping and Handling.
MEDICALNow
BILLING
Callworking
now!
DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
ED! Train at home for a career
with Medical Billing and Insurance (FREE!) with Choice All-Included
1-800-894-0158
Claims. Online training
can get you Package. $60/mo for 24 months. No
Please mention code 65330 when ordering.
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
Diploma / GED and computer / internet about next day installation! 1- 800-2156713
needed. 1-877-259-3880.
from a potential
catastrophe
DISH
NETWORK - NEW FLEX PACK.
Computers
Select the Channels You Want. FREE
COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses, Installation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24
lost data, hardware or software months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a
PASS
CALL
1-800-319-2526
issues? Contact Geeks On46
Site!Web
24/7 month.

LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

TV

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27

The Perfect Sleep ChairS e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

E m p l obut
y mI’m
e nnever
t - G ealone.
neral

AS SEEN ON

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g
®

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue

46 Web
To Place
Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.
It’s
a “Sleep
3.33
x Chair”–
4 for a comfortable
PASS
and relaxing night’s sleep
x4
Insurance
A u c t i o n 3.792
s

3.792
Service. Friendly Repair Experts.
Macsxx
and
3.33
44
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-5830945

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

MediaBids - Life Alert
I Live Alone

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

For
a Perfect
FREE brochure
The
Sleep Chair call:

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

46406

It’s a “Lift Chair”– that puts your feet
®
safely on the floor – you’re ready to go!

VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road

Services-Legal
DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT CHILDREN, $125. Includes name change
and property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-7337165, call us toll FREE 24/7.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates.
1-800-706-3616.
AS SEEN ON

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
®
and Hired for McElroy Truck
Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
Services-Medical
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
A call:
PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
Fortoday.
a FREE
brochure
$55k - $60k. Call
1-888-540largest
senior living referral service.
7364.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Discount Gun Safe
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
Financial
Liberty $7991-800-514-5471.
DO YOU OWE $10,000 IN BACK CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain,
TAXES? We help people resolve tax debt. arthritis? Recent Medicare / health cover$50 cash back upon sign-up. BBB age changes may benefit you! Products
Accredited. Call for free consultation. 1- are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
800-942-3817
Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
1-800-307-7855.
46
Web
F o r S a l e PASS
3.33 x 4 GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
CHURCH FURNITURE: 3.792
Does your
x 4 SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery, brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush- Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231- 971-0493
8360. www.pews1.com
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Home Security
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare
prices and get $25 off your first
PROTECT YOUR HOME with fully cusprescription!
Call 1-800-823-2564.
tomizable security and 24/7 monitoring
Promo
Code
CDC201625.
right from your smart-phone. Receive
up to $1500 in equipment, free VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
(restrictions apply). Call 1-800-815-5610 drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

TV

1-800-513-0368

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!
To order, call your local
newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.
STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of October 09, 2016
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American Heart Association
board recognized for local impact
Mississippi Link Newswire
The American Heart Association’s Metro Jackson Board of
Directors recently earned national recognition for its work
in the last fiscal year to build
healthier lives, free of cardiovascular diseases and stroke in
our community. The Board was
given the Gold Standard Award
by the national American Heart
Association. Only 25 boards
across the nation received this
recognition.
“The American Heart Association commends the Metro
Jackson board members for
their exemplary efforts to improve the health of their community,” said Nancy Brown,
CEO of the American Heart
Association. “Attaining this
honor requires a motivated
base of volunteers working
together to make the healthy
choice the easy choice for their
community.”
Boards designated as Gold
Standard must meet a high
number of criteria, which may
include engaging local employers to participate in health
initiatives such as CPR education, nutrition, high blood pressure management, walking and
sodium reduction; and focusing on increasing access to safe
places for children to be active
and ensuring access to nutritious food and beverage choices in each community. These
criteria have been shown by research to have positive impacts

Pictured are Vicki Briggs (from left), chair of the American Heart Association’s Greater Southeast Affiliate Board
of Directors; Charles E. Griffin, immediate past chair of the Metro Jackson Board of Directors; Dr. Debbie Minor,
president of the Metro Jackson Board of Directors and David J. Markiewicz, executive vice president of the AHA’s
Greater Southeast Affiliate. PHOTO COURTESY OF AHA
on population health.
“I’m fortunate to serve
alongside some amazing individuals who are passionate
about the health of all Mississippians,” said 2015-2016
chairman of the board Charles
Griffin. “The Metro Jackson
Board of Directors made great
strides in working to improve

the heart health in Metro Jackson through a number of important initiatives. I look forward to continuing to help the
American Heart Association
lead the fight to save lives from
cardiovascular disease and
stroke.”
Last year the Board of Directors’ local health priorities

included implementing CPR
in schools and promoting local procurement guidelines for
healthier vending. As a result,
the board has worked to place
CPR kits in local high schools
that will be used to train the
next generation of lifesavers.
Additionally, the Board
worked with area companies to

implement the AHA’s Food and
Beverage Guidelines that are
already impacting the health
of more than 25,000 Jackson
area employees. The American Heart Association’s Food
and Beverage Guidelines provide tools that companies and
organizations can use to make
simple yet effective changes to
promote wellness for their entire workforce.
Board members were also instrumental in working with the
Mississippi State Department
of Education to enact Competitive Foods or “Smart Snacks”
regulations for all Mississippi
schools. These regulations ensure that kids’ snack and meal
options at school are nutritious
and support children’s health.
“The Metro Jackson Board
of Directors is committed to
supporting the American Heart
Association’s 2020 impact goal
to improve the cardiovascular
health of all Americans by 20
percent while reducing deaths
from cardiovascular diseases
and stroke by 20 percent by the
year 2020. Our efforts to build
healthier lives free of cardiovascular diseases and stroke
are critical, especially with the
prevalence of those diseases in
our state,” said Dr. Debbie Minor, pharmacist and professor
of medicine at the University
of Mississippi Medical Center
and 2016-2017 president of the
Metro Jackson American Heart
Association Board of Direc-

tors.
“I hope that our efforts inspire other groups and communities to become more involved
with the American Heart Association and its work towards
inspiring healthier lifestyles,”
said Minor.
The Board of Directors not
only helps the organization impact heart disease and stroke,
the No. 1 and No. 5 leading
killers, respectively, of Mississippians, but members also
participate in advocacy and
fundraising events. This year
the Metro Jackson Board of
Directors’ health priority areas include “complete streets”
and healthy food and beverage vending standards for local
governments.
The 2015-2016 Board of
Directors that were honored
included Dr. Martin “Mart”
McMullan – 2015 President,
Charles E. Griffin, Butler
Snow, 2015 Chair; Dr. Debbie
Minor, University of Mississippi Medical Center; Peder
Johnson, BKD, LLC; Brian
Fenelon, The Fenelon Group,
Merrill Lynch; Michelle King,
Jackson Public Schools; David
McRae, McRae Family Foundation; Frances Ware, First
Commercial Bank; Dr. Harper
Stone, Jackson Heart Clinic; Steven James, The James
Agency –Allstate; Dr.Tamika
Bradley, Jackson State University; and Jody Owens, Southern Poverty Law Center.
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Alcorn Braves picked to finish fifth
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University senior
Marquis Vance was named to
the Preseason SWAC All-Conference Second-Team, and the
Alcorn State University men’s
basketball program was predicted to place fifth in the SWAC
Preseason Poll, announced by the
conference office Oct. 11.
Vance, a 6-7 forward from
Tchula, has recorded six doubledoubles over the last two seasons
with 33 double-figure scoring
games. His career-high is 30
points against Grambling State
on Feb. 9, 2015. He’s also scored
at least 24 points two other times.
Over the last two years, Vance

has started 55 of 58 games. On
the glass, Vance carries a careerhigh of 14 rebounds set against
Texas Southern on March 5, 2015
where he also scored 26 points.
Vance is one of two studentathletes returning for the Braves
that started at least 15 games last
season along with fellow senior
forward DeAndre Davis.
The Braves were tabbed for
fifth-place after a second-place
showing last season. Alcorn
more-than tripled its win total
from 2014-15 to end 13-5 in conference in 2015-16.
Alcorn will open the 2016-17
season Nov. 11, when it travels to Loyola-Chicago. The first

home game is slated for Nov. 18,
against Selma University at 7
p.m. in the Davey Whitney Complex.
Preseason Player of the Year
Derrick Griffin, Texas Southern
Preseason All-SWAC FirstTeam
G Paris Collins, Jackson State
G Marcus Romain, Mississippi
Valley State
F Tony Armstrong, Alabama
State
F Chace Franklin, Jackson
State
C Derrick Griffin, Texas
Southern

Alcorn’s Marquis Vance (No. 30) was recognized by the SWAC Oct. 11.

JSU’s Wiggins named to All-SWAC second team Alcorn’s alumni
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State’s leading
scorer from a season ago,
Derica Wiggins, was named
to the Southwestern Athletic
Conference preseason AllSWAC second team Oct. 12,
during the league’s annual
preseason
teleconference
session with the media.
Wiggins, a 5-7 junior from
Memphis, Tenn., led the
Lady Tigers and was ranked
11th in the SWAC in scoring (12.2 ppg). She knocked
down a team high 60 threepointers last season. Defensively, she led the team in

steals with 38 and had a pair
of blocked shots.
The Lady Tigers who finished the 2015-16 season
with a 14-16 overall record
and an 8-10 conference
mark, was predicted to finish as the sixth best team
this season. The Lady Tigers
will play a pair of exhibition
games – Millsaps College
Nov. 4 and Tougaloo College
Nov. 8 – before opening the
2016-17 regular season Nov.
11 against Blue Mountain
College at the Lee E. Williams Athletics and Assembly Center.

basketball game
rescheduled

Derica Wiggins knocked down a team high 60 three-pointers for the Lady Tigers last season.

Part of street renamed for Coach Carson

Jackson State University legendary coach James “Big Daddy” Carson was honored Oct. 9, when a
portion of Poindexter Drive was renamed Coach James Carson Drive. The ribbon cutting ceremony,
which took place on the corner of Walter Payton and Carson Drive, was attended by Zelma Carson (coach Carson’s widow), Ricardo Carson (coach Carson’s son), Jackson Councilman Kenneth I.
Stokes and a host of friends and family. As JSU’s head coach from 1992 to 1998, Carson never had a
losing season. He posted a career 54-25-1 record. He led JSU to three NCAA D-IAA playoff appearances, as well as a Black College National Championship in 1996. As a football player at Jackson
State, Carson played offensive guard and nose tackle. He was received NAIA honorable mention
All-America honors in 1962.
Carson passed away in 1999 at age 59.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The 2016 men’s basketball Alumni Game will take
place Oct. 29 at the Davey
L. Whitney Complex immediately upon conclusion
of the football game against
Southern. The football
game kicks off at 2 p.m.
The game was originally
scheduled for Oct. 14.
Alumni are invited to
meet with Alcorn head
coach Montez Robinson
before the homecoming
football game Oct. 15, at
the A-Club Tent (the largest white tent in the tailgate
area) for an introduction
between 12-1 p.m.
“I’m really looking forward to this event. It’s my
first alumni game and I’m
excited to bring back the
legends of the program and
get them on our court,” said
Robinson. “It’s a tremendous opportunity for our
student-athletes to interact
with our all-time greats,
and also a really great experience for the fans.”
Alumni on campus that
will be in attendance include assistant coach and
All-SWAC First-Team selection Delvin Thompson,
2016 Mississippi Sports
Hall of Fame Inductee
Larry Smith and assistant
vice president for athletic
compliance and academic
services Jason Cable.
“It’s always great to see

former players come back
on campus and connect
with our student-athletes,”
said director of athletics
Derek Horne. “I know they
will have a good time because they will see guys
that they probably haven’t
seen since they played.
They gave a lot to Alcorn
and we want to show our
appreciation.”
The goal of the event is
to increase involvement of
former players, alumni and
supporters in an effort to
strengthen the men’s basketball foundation through
donated funds.
Since Alcorn joined the
SWAC in 1962-63, the
men’s basketball program
has won 16 regular season
championships and seven
conference tournament titles. The Braves have made
six NCAA Tournament
appearances with three
NCAA Tournament First
Round victories, and a pair
of NIT appearances.
Alumni should contact
Thompson at 601-8311935 to play in the game.
Payment methods for the
event include cash in-person at the Foundation Office, checks made payable
to Alcorn State University
Foundation/earmarked to
Braves Round Ball Fund,
or credit cards at alcorn.edu
under the Discover Alcorn
Tab.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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BOOK REVIEW:
“ANOTHER DAY IN THE
DEATH OF AMERICA:
A CHRONICLE OF
TEN
SHORT
LIVES”
GARY YOUNGE

www.mississippilink.com

BY

C.2016, NATION BOOKS
$25.99 / $33.99 CANAD • 304 PAGES

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
Today was an ordinary day.
It had its ups and downs.
Pleasant surprises came between
the mundane and the irritating
and you’ll look back at it tomorrow with clarity, perhaps, but
its details will be sketchy in a
decade. It was an ordinary day
which, says Gary Younge, also
means an average of seven kids
in the U.S lost their lives to a
bullet. In “Another Day in the
Death of America,” he explains.
On November 23, 2013, most
Americans were preparing for
Thanksgiving. We were marking
the anniversary of JFK’s assassination and watching the weather,
the news on Iraq, or the Baylor/
Oklahoma State game. We were
enjoying our weekend. And on
that Saturday, 10 random children died of gunshot wounds in

this country.
That, says Younge, has become too normal. It barely even
registers anymore. For a while,
there were websites that tracked
this kind of thing but for the
most part, the deaths of these
“kids” – coincidentally, all boys
on this day; seven African Americans, one white, two Hispanic –
are unmarked, except to families
and locals.
The youngest, 9-year-old Jaiden Dixon, was a “giving soul”
with a “valentine” he thought he
might marry someday. Preparing for school on a Friday morning, he opened the door for his
mother’s ex-boyfriend, who shot
Dixon in the face.
Dixon died the next day.
The girlfriend of Kenneth
Miller, who was “just three days
shy of his 20th birthday,” learned
of his death through Twitter.

Seventeen-year-old Stanley Taylor was killed over “spontaneous
drama.” Legally blind, 18-yearold Pedro Dado Cortez worked
for his father and dreamed of
learning to drive.
Eleven-year-old Tyler Dunn
was shot by a playmate, while
16-year-old Edwin Rajo was accidentally shot in the chest by his
best friend. Samuel Brightmon
was “conflict averse,” Tyshon
Anderson had been shot several
times before, Gustin Hinnant
was an honor-roll student, and
Gary Anderson was killed because he wore a red hoodie.
One bullet tore apart a small
town. All devastated families
and friendships. Some were in
areas where “Nobody knows
where the next shot is coming
from . . . but everybody knows
it’s coming.”
Before we get any further,

It’s mutants vs. mutants in ninth
installment of beloved marvel franchise
By Kam Williams
Columnist
X-Men: Apocalypse is the ninth installment
in the much-beloved, Marvel Comics franchise
launched back in 2000. This episode is the fourth
directed by the series’ originator, Bryan Singer,
whose sophisticated touch always allows an audience to enjoy a relatively-cerebral cinematic experience.
Thus, this character-driven adventure includes
not only the trademark action sequences featuring
flamboyant exhibitions of superpowers but also an
absorbing plotline that keeps the brain engaged for
the duration of the story. The upshot is a film for
kids of all ages that’s memorable for more than its
state-of-the-arts special f/x.
The fun starts in Cairo in 1983, which is where
we find the ancient mutant Apocalypse (Oscar
Isaac) rising from the dead. Disenchanted with the
world’s current state of affairs, he decides to destroy civilization and start over.
Although Apocalypse is already the most powerful mutant around, he recruits a quartet of renegades to assist him in his nefarious endeavor.
Dubbed the Four Horsemen, the confederacy
is composed of Magneto (Michael Fassbender), Storm (Alexandra Shipp), Psylocke (Olivia
Munn) and Archangel (Ben Hardy), representing
War, Famine, Pestilence and Death, respectively.
It is almost too late by the time the forces of
good finally catch wind of Apocalypse’s diabolical scheme, as cities from New York to Sydney are
suddenly under attack. And when X-Men leader
Professor Xavier (James McAvoy) falls under
Apocalypse’s spell, his protege, shape-shifting
Mystique (Jennifer Lawrence), rises to the occasion to rally the next-generation of mutants in the
defense of the embattled planet.
Among her cohorts are telekinetic Jean Grey
(Sophie Turner), teleporting Nightcrawler (Kodi
Smit-McPhee, supersonic Quicksilver (Evan Peters), brawny and brilliant Beast (Nicholas Hoult),
laser-eyed Cyclops (Tye Sheridan) and CIA agent
Moira MacTaggert (Rose Byrne). Initially, they
prove no match for Apocalypse, who has been
harnessing an assortment of awesome powers for

several millennia.
Only by pooling their skills and resources very
effectively are our intrepid protagonists able to
conquer evil, save the free world and thereby survive for another sequel.
Kam Williams can be reached at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Humphrey Bogart

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

there’s this: British-born author
Gary Younge doesn’t overtly
advocate, nor does he denigrate,
gun control but astute readers
can catch a clue. He also writes
about parenting, particularly
within the black community,
about gangs, prisons and about
the NRA and its influence.
And these are interesting subjects but the real power comes

in the stories he uncovers in
“Another Day in the Death of
America.” Younge doesn’t just
write about the demises of the
10 “kids” he found, he also helps
readers understand the men they
might’ve become and what we
truly lost in losing them. That
kind of unflinching journalism packs gut-punching, timely
meaning and you won’t forget it.

“Pick a different day, you get a
different book,” says Younge on
the randomness of his research,
which is perhaps the most poignant sentence you’ll ever read.
So pick “Another Day in the
Death of America.” It’s no ordinary story.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can be
reached at bookwormsez@yahoo.com.
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The birth of Nate’s Nation;
acclaimed film is in theaters now
The “The Birth of a Nation” Interview

By Kam Williams
Columnist
Actor/humanitarian-turnedwriter/director Nate Parker first
received critical attention for his
starring role in The Great Debaters opposite Denzel Washington and Forest Whitaker. Nate
received an honorary Doctorate
from Wiley College, the school
featured in the fact-based story.
More recently, Nate starred
in Beyond The Lights opposite
Gugu Mbatha-Raw, Minnie Driver, and Danny Glover. He also appeared in the action thriller NonStop opposite Liam Neeson and
Julianne Moore.
In 2012, he was a member of
the ensemble cast of Red Tails
which included Terrence Howard
and Cuba Gooding Jr. The film
chronicled the story of the Tuskegee Airmen, the first AfricanAmerican military aviators in the
U.S. Army Air Corps who went
on to become some of the finest
pilots in World War II.
Nate also starred opposite Alicia Keys in The Secret Life Of
Bees, which featured an all-star
cast of Queen Latifah, Jennifer
Hudson, Dakota Fanning and
Paul Bettany. Additionally, he has
been seen in Pride alongside Terrence Howard and in Dirty opposite Cuba Gooding Jr.
On the stage, Nate appeared
opposite Dustin Hoffman, Annette Bening, Rosario Dawson
and James Cromwell in American
Voices at the Broad Street Theater. Here, he talks about making
his writing and directorial debut
with The Birth of a Nation, a reverential biopic in which he stars,
too, as slave revolt leader Nat
Turner (1800-1831).
Kam Williams: Hey, Nate,
how you been? .
Nate Parker: Kam! Great to
speak to you again, friend.
KW: Congratulations on The
Birth of a Nation’s winning both
the Grand Jury Prize and the Audience Award at the Sundance
Film Festival.
NP: Thank you, brother. What
a blessing, right? Never in a million years would I even have
dreamt of that. I just made a movie I hoped would touch people,
but I can’t even describe what
it felt like to receive those accolades.
KW: How long had this project been percolating before you
went into production?
NP: Ooh, years. I’m in my 8th
year of the project now. At the
starting point, I’d done a couple
of films, and I thought to myself
it isn’t often, as black men, that
we get an opportunity in Hollywood to play a leading role with
a strong character. And when one
does come up, there are so many
people competing for it, plus the
narrative isn’t usually controlled
by us. So, I asked myself, if I
could tell any story, which would
it be? And Nat Turner, being my
hero from a social justice standpoint, became the focus of my
desires when it came to making
a film. I just wanted to create a
hero that added to the narrative of
America who didn’t look like the
usual patriots.
KW: William Styron won a
Pulitzer Prize in 1967 for “The
Confession of Nat Turner” Did
you rely on that best-selling novel while writing your script?
NP: I never looked at it once.
I had read enough of it when I
was younger to have my stomach
turn by an author who completely
denigrated the life and motivations of one of our greatest heroes. But I don’t blame him, because it’s a work of fiction.
KW: Have you met Anikah
McLaren, one of the executives
at Fox Searchlight working on
The Birth of a Nation?
NP: I know her very well. I
love her. She’s a wonderful human being.
KW: I’ve known her family
for years. Her younger brother
and my son were good friends
growing up and I’ve also been

Nate Parker stars as Nat Turner in the film “The Birth of a Nation.” PHOTOS COURTESY FOX SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES

“I had my title before I had my script. I
deliberately want to tether the present to 1915 in
order to create context as to why we are where we
are. Griffith, in my opinion, may have been one
of the most powerful people around in the sense
that he inspired all of America to embrace white
supremacy as a form of self-preservation . . . So,
I use that film designed to disenfranchise and
terrorize us as a starting point with the hope that,
by reclaiming and re-purposing it, we could right
a massive wrong, since we’re still dealing with the
fallout of the terror that it inspired.”
– Nate Parker

Nate Parker directs a scene in his film “The Birth of Nation.”
long-time friends with her mother and stepfather, Arnold Rampersad, who used to teach here at
Princeton.
NP: You know some good
people, man. That’s a good circle
of friends. That says a lot about
you.
KW: Thanks. In an earlier interview, you told me that you felt
that you were blessed by God at
the beginning of your career. Given how spiritual Nat Turner was
and how he had a vision from
God which inspired him, I wonder whether you see any similarities between him and yourself?
NP: I believe that Nat Turner, at his core, was striving to
be more Christlike which dictated his thoughts and actions. I
wouldn’t say I’m trying to be like
Nat, but I’m definitely striving, as
he was, to get closer to my faith
and to be more Christlike in the
context of my own imperfections
as a human being. I believe that
Nat Turner is a role model that all
of us could identify with and aspire to emulate in a positive way,
because he used all of his influence to address a systemic crisis.
And he did so with his faith and
he did so sacrificing on behalf of
people he’d never meet, like you
and me.
KW: Even though I asked you
in our first interview many years
ago about the 1999 rape accusation when you were a college
student, I would be remiss in not
raising it again, since it has resurfaced and ignited a firestorm
of controversy recently. What do
you have to say about the incident?
NP: I’ll say this. I’m 36 yearsold, and my life has been a series
of obstacles, a series of educating
moments. As I said before, I’m
trying to come as close to my faith
as possible, and I see this journey
as just that, a journey. I set out to
make this film because I felt like
it was written in my heart. And
any obstacle that has come before
or will come after I will have to
deal with accordingly, with my
faith. My hope is that people will
see this film for what it is, and I
also hope they will be able to see
a bit of my heart and of what I’m
striving to do with this film.
KW: The last time we spoke
was a couple of years ago when
you were in Ferguson, Missouri in
connection with the Mike Brown
case. At that time, you spoke of
“revolution” and described yourself as an “actor-vist” dedicated
to eradicating the dehumanization and criminalization of black
youth. I was concerned that, as
an emerging star I had described
as possibly the next Denzel, you

might be tarnishing your image
by being so visibly political.
NP: I originally sought to
make this film really to create
solutions to the systemic crisis
we were dealing with then. But
here we are, 8 years later, dealing with the same crisis. I heard
someone say, if the next 50 years
are like the last 50 years, then
people of color might not exist
except as assimilated people and
as inmates in the prison-industrial
complex. I believe that the more
we recognize that we’re in crisis,
the more we will realize that there
is a need for revolution. Because
of our historical baggage, most
people automatically assume that
revolution means black people
rising up against whites. But
that’s not what I’m saying. If Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. was right
in saying “Injustice anywhere is
a threat to justice everywhere,”
then anyone who is on the side
of the oppressed needs to stand
up, regardless of what they look
like or where they come from.
And they should do so employing their skills and their strengths,
taking advantage of their occupations. Nat Turner only had broom
handles and axes, and didn’t even
have the right to assemble. Today, we have journalism, technology and social media, yet we fall
silent when it comes to dealing
with injustice. When I speak of
“revolution,” I talk about it within the context of humanity. Our
country started with a rebellion.
What would our identity be without that rebellion? Who would
we be as Americans, if we didn’t
even know that we fought against
British rule? If history is an indicator, we know that subjugation
will lead to revolution anyway.
We just don’t know what that
revolution will look like. Am I
an advocate of violence? No. I’m
an advocate of freedom and liberation and, whatever that means,
I’m willing to stand for it.
KW: Why did you call your
film The Birth of a Nation, the
same title as the D.W. Griffith
classic released almost exactly a
century ago?
NP: That was very intentional. I had my title before I had
my script. I deliberately want to
tether the present to 1915 in order to create context as to why we
are where we are. Griffith, in my
opinion, may have been one of
the most powerful people around
in the sense that he inspired all
of America to embrace white supremacy as a form of self-preservation. As a son of the Confederacy, he asked America to turn its
back on any thought of solidarity with people of color with the

hope that whites would be able to
maintain their privilege forever.
And that idea of white supremacy
wasn’t limited to the Ku Klux
Klan and toothless hillbillies, but
it made its way all the way to the
White House, where President
Woodrow Wilson had connections to the Klan through D.W.
Griffith. So, I use that film designed to disenfranchise and terrorize us as a starting point with
the hope that, by reclaiming and
re-purposing it, we could right a
massive wrong, since we’re still
dealing with the fallout of the terror that it inspired.
KW: I really liked this film
better than 12 Years a Slave. Can
you put a finger on why that’s the
case?
NP: I think it was a desperate
love for one’s brothers and sisters. In this film, they’re not trying to escape to the North for a
better life that they once enjoyed.
Instead, they’re trying to recon-

cile the life they’re stuck in with
what they see as God’s purpose
for their lives as reflected in the
scriptures. And Nat interpreted
the Bible as saying that God was
on the side of the oppressed, as
He was with Israel. .
KW: How hard was it directing for the first time?
NP: It was very difficult. It
wasn’t my original intention to
direct and produce the film. But
no producers raised their hand
saying “Here’s the money!” and
no director stepped forward saying, “I want to tell this story.”
People saw this movie as a threat.
And I was even warned by many
people in Hollywood that there
would be grave consequences for
making it. But you can’t let fear
control your actions, when you
feel the Lord calling you to do
something. So, I decided to just
go for it. And despite raising only
a third of the money needed, we
were somehow able to achieve
the impossible.
KW: It’s interesting that the
film is now being released at the
height of the Black Lives Matter
Movement.
NP: I think it’s a testament to
God’s plan that it’s coming out
now. Imagine, if it had been released 8 years ago, 5 years ago,
or even 3 years ago, I doubt that it
would have had the same impact
that it’s having now in terms of
creating an enlightened moment
at a time of a desperate need for
change.
KW: One thing that surprised

me when the closing credits
rolled was to see that Gabrielle
Union and some other stars I
hadn’t recognized were in the
movie.
NP: I told all the women in
the project that we were going to
do this natural, with no makeup.
That’s a scary thing, especially
when so much of what we do is
controlled by image. But people
really bought into it, and we were
able to achieve an authenticity
that most projects are unable to
match.
KW: What’s up next for Nate
Parker?
NP: I have a couple projects
I’m considering, but I’m being
careful to make sure it’s something I’m passionate about.
KW: Was there a meaningful spiritual component to your
childhood?
NP: Yes and no. I was exposed to Christianity early on,
but I didn’t really understand
the magnitude of God’s power
and the role of prophecy in my
life. It wasn’t until going through
college that I began to appreciate this thing called faith and to
explore whether there was something in it for me. So much of my
life has changed since then, and
my desperation for a connection
to the Lord continues to deepen
with every breath I take.
KW: Thanks again, Nate, and I
hope to speak to you again during
Oscar season.
NP: Oh, Lord willing, Kam.
Thank you, brother.
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piggly wiggly
October 12 - 18, 2016

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
FRESH

SAVE ON

GROUND
CHUCK
$ 49

FRESH

SIMMONS
CATFISH BITES
$
00

2

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

12

FRYER
WINGS
$ 99

1

4 LB. BOX

SANDERSON FARMS

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

CONECUH

T-BONE
STEAK

BONELESS
CHICKEN BREAST

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

$ 99

$ 99

$ 99

FAMILY PACK

FRESH

USDA CHOICE

6

1

PER LB.

79

SIRLOIN TIP
ROAST

$ 99

$ 99

VEGETABLE OR CANOLA

FRESH MISSISSIPPI

1

2

PER LB.

SELECT VARIETIES

PER LB.

WESSON
OIL

KELLOGG'S
CEREALS

SWEET
POTATOES

59

/5

/5

48 OZ.

11.6 - 18 OZ.

PER LB.

2 $

2 $

FRESH PRODUCE
RED OR GOLD SWEET

$ 99

/5

COLLARD, MUSTARD, TURNIP

FRESH

DEAN'S

16 OZ. .......................................
KRAFT

7 - 8 OZ. PKG. .............................
PIGGLY WIGGLY

8 OZ. ......................................
ASSORTED

CHOBANI
$ 00
YOGURT
.....................................

1

2

SELECT PICTSWEET

FRESH

BELL PEPPERS

$ 00

$ 00

1

/1
PARTY DIPS 2/$3
CHUNK CHEESE 2/$5
SOUR CREAM 89¢
5 CT.

59 OZ.

RIPE TOMATOES
4 CT.

BUTTER-ME-NOT
2$
BISCUITS
........................................

PREMIUM
$ 99
ORANGE
JUICE
.....................................

2

2

PIGGLY WIGGLY

PIGGLY WIGGLY

4 LB.

$ 99

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

5.3 OZ.

ORANGES

3 LB.

FRESH

¢

CALIFORNIA VALENCIA

MICHIGAN APPLES

2 $

1 LB.

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

¢

GREENS

3

PER LB.

TURKEY
WINGS & NECKS
PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

1

FROZEN
2$
VEGETABLES
...............................
10 - 12 OZ.

RED, YELLOW, ORANGE, EACH

/3

SELECT PIGGLY WIGGLY

FROZEN
$ 79
POTATOES
.................................
2 LB. BAG

1

