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2012 Election

At the presidential vic-
tory rally held at McCormick 
Place in Chicago, President 
Barack Obama came on the 
stage much more subdued 
than expected after he and his 
campaign pulled off what has 
been called by some a miracu-
lous victory.

This presidential election 
was a nail-bitter; it was a 
close call; it made history in 
many ways beyond the fact 
that an African American was 
re-elected as president of the 
United States in a weak U.S. 
economy. No president has 
done that since Franklin Del-
ano Roosevelt.

Nov. 6, 2012, President 
Barack Obama became the 
45th president of the United 
States, gaining 303 electoral 
votes to republican candidate 
Mitt Romney’s 206. 270 elec-
toral votes were required to 
win the presidency. 

Ohio put Obama in the win-
ning column. While the state 
earlier in the evening, ap-

peared to be republican, later 
vote calculations from ur-
ban areas such as Cincinatti 
and Cleveland, came in for 
Obama, causing republican 
commentator Alex Castella-
nos to say, “Although the U.S. 
looks red, you win where the 
people are - the urban areas.” 

The popular vote gave 
Obama a narrow win although 
votes were still being counted 
Wednesday, Nov. 7. Provi-
sional and absentee votes took 
longer to count, with Florida’s 
final count not in by press 
time Wednesday. 

At this time, Obama’s 
popular vote lead stood at 
60,193,076 or 50.4 percent 
of the voting public. Rom-
ney’s popular vote stood at 
57,468,587 or 48.1 percent.

Facing such a close race, 
David Gergen, former presi-
dential advisor for CNN, said, 
“The country is still deeply 
divided.” And so is the U.S. 
Congress. While Obama will 
return to The White House 
for four more years, so will 
the gridlock in Congress that 

has kept the balance of power 
in the favor of the republi-
can dominated U.S. House of 
Representatives.

In Chicago, record crowds 
at the McCormick Convention 
Center expressed their jubila-
tion at Obama’s re-election. 

In Boston, the Romney 
campaign election night gath-
ering was quiet; they were 
still waiting for Romney to 
give the final word of conces-
sion to Obama. After recheck-
ing their numbers, the call was 
made to the president.

Romney came before his 
supporters and was more than 
eloquent, he was gracious. 
“I have just called President 
Obama to congratulate him 
on his victory. His supporters 
and his campaign also deserve 
congratulations,” said Rom-
ney. “I wish all of them well, 
but particularly the president, 
the first lady and their daugh-
ters.”

Talking to his campaign 
loyalists, Romney said, “This 
is a time of great challenges 
for America, and I pray that 

the president will be success-
ful in guiding our nation. … 
Like so many of you, Paul and 
I have left everything on the 
field. We have given our all to 
this campaign.”

In some states, lines of 
people waited four and five 
hours  to vote; causing Presi-
dent Obama in his acceptance 
speech to say: “By the way we 
have to fix that.”

Obama went on to say, re-
ferring to the election pro-

cess,  “That’s why elections 
matter. It’s not small, it’s big. 
It’s important. Democracy in a 
nation of 300 million can be 
noisy and messy and compli-
cated. We have our own opin-
ions. Each of us has deeply 
held beliefs. 

“When we go through tough 
times, when we make big deci-
sions as a country, it necessar-
ily stirs passions, stirs up con-
troversy. That won’t change 
after tonight, and it shouldn’t. 

These arguments we have are 
a mark of our liberty. 

“We can never forget that 
as we speak, people in dis-
tant nations are risking their 
lives right now just for a 
chance to argue about the is-
sues that matter, the chance 
to cast their ballots like we 
did today.

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Interim Managing Editor

The Obamas and Bidens celebrate their success.

Four more years
Continued on page 6
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Mississippi U.S. District Sec-
ond U.S. House Rep. Bennie 
Thompson of Bolton, Miss., has 
done it again.

The Democratic incumbent 
retained his seat in the nation’s 
House by beating out repeated 
Republican challenger Bill Mar-
cy and two other challengers, In-
dependent Cobby Mondale Wil-
liams and Reform Party Lajena 
Williams. 

With 99 percent of the pre-
cincts reporting, Thompson gar-
nered 67 percent (196,935) of the 
votes. Marcy received 31 percent 
(89,830), and the other percent-
ages went to the Independent and 
Reform Party challengers.

Supporters and members of the 
media gathered at Thompson’s 
Bolton office and headquarters 
as the returns begin to come in 
Tuesday, Nov. 6 after the polls 
closed at 7 p.m. The well wish-
ers came with their children and 
were dancing in the street, while 
others helped themselves to cat-
fish at the victory celebration. 

Thompson, 64, has served the 
people of District 2 since April 
1993 after winning a special 
election when then Represen-
tative Mike Espy resigned to 
become U.S. Secretary of Ag-
riculture. Thompson later won 
the seat for his first full term in 
1994. The district consists of a 
200-mile stretch, including Mis-
sissippi Delta, parts of Madison 
and Hinds counties (including 
most of Jackson).

Shortly before 8:30 p.m., 
Thompson had already been 
projected the winner. What did 
Thompson have to say about re-
gaining his seat in U.S. Congress 
for a 10th term? “First of all, I 
would like to thank the voters of 
the second district,” Thompson 
said.

The celebrative Thompson 
told The Mississippi Link that he 
was impressed with voter turnout 
in comparison to four years ago.”

There’s no question that there’s 
as much energy and excitement 
this time as it was in ’08 [which] 
was history-making. Otherwise, 
I think people didn’t want history 
not to repeat itself. So we had a 
lot of young people voting this 
time and a lot of people who had 
not voted since 2008 came back 
and voted in 2012.”

Thompson plans to continue 
his working relationship with 
the public officials of District 2 
in moving the district forward. 
He said he will continue to work 
with President Obama. He main-
tained his confidence early that 
the incumbent President would 
be granted four more years at a 
point when the Obama verses 
Romney returns looked closed.

“I’m a supporter of President 
Obama, and I will stay up as 
long as I need to. He is a good 
President. He is a good man,” 
Thompson said. Later, the nation 
learned that President Obama 
won his second term as president 
of the United States of America.

Also congratulating Thomp-
son Tuesday night at his head-
quarters was Hinds County Tax 
Collector Eddie Fair. “I think a 
lot of people understand that he’s 
doing the things that he needs to 
be doing. He’s the congressman 
for the state of Mississippi, not 
just the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict,” said Fair.

Thompson clinches another 
term in Washington 
By Gail M. Brown
Contributing Writer

Photos By Gail M. Brown
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Voters across the metro Tues-
day, Nov. 6, were determined to 
make their voices heard adding 
to the fuel of what Secretary of 
State, Delbert Hosemann billed 
as a “record voter turnout.’

Faced with options on The 
Mississippi Supreme Court, 
Court of Appeals, and the 
Board of Election Commis-
sioners, some voters sounded 
the alarm for change, while 
others voted to keep the status 
quo. 

In a tight race, Mississippi 
Chief Justice Bill Waller Jr. de-
feated challenger Earle Banks 
to retain his seat (District 1 
Position 1) on the state’s high-
est court for another eight-year 
term.

Waller received 194,866 
votes or 55 percent while 
Banks, a longtime state leg-
islator, Jackson businessman 
and attorney received 157,803 
votes or 45 percent.  

There are nine members on 
the Supreme Court and when 
it convenes in January, it will 
have one new member. Oxford 
lawyer Josiah Dennis Coleman 
was declared the winner in his 
race against veteran Batesville 
attorney Richard “Flip” Phil-
lips. Coleman received 206,644 
votes or 58 percent while Phil-
lips received 146,860 votes or 
42 percent. Coleman, 39, will 
become the youngest mem-
ber of the state’s highest court 
when he takes office in Janu-
ary.

On the Court of Appeals, 
Vicksburg attorney Ceola 
James handily defeated Judge 
E.J. Russell, who was appoint-
ed to the court last year by then 
Gov. Haley Barbour to fill a va-
cancy. James received 96,746 
votes or 63 percent, while Rus-
sell received 56,512 votes or 37 
percent.

In Hinds County, voters 
made two changes with the 
makeup of its election commis-
sioners. 

Longtime District 1 Repub-
lican Marilyn Avery was de-
feated by her Democratic chal-
lenger and political newcomer 
James Reed. Reed, a retired 
engineer with Illinois Cen-
tral Railroad, received 10,610 
votes or 55 percent while Av-
ery received 6,416 votes or 
33 percent. Primus Wheeler, a 
Democrat was also in this race 
and received 2,159 votes or 11 
percent.

In District 2, the lone candi-
date on the ballot was Demo-

crat Josephine Anderson, who 
returns to the seat she previ-
ously held and lost to incum-
bent Bobbie Graves. Graves 
failed to complete the qualify-
ing process in a timely manner 
and filed her paperwork in the 
wrong office. 

District 3 Commissioner and 
current chairman Jermal Clark, 
a Democrat, was defeated by 
Democrat and political new-
comer Santore D. Bracey. 
Bracey received 10,353 votes 
or 64 percent, while Clark re-
ceived 5,795 votes or 36 per-
cent.

 In District 4, longtime com-
missioner and Republican Con-
nie Cochran had no opposition. 

In District 5 longtime Dem-
ocrat Lelia Gaston-Rhodes 
defeated her Democratic chal-
lenger Kathy Sykes. Gaston-
Rhodes received 8,340 votes 

or 54 percent, while Sykes re-
ceived 6,998 votes or 46 per-
cent.

Election commissioners are 
part-time employees and are 
paid $84 per day, provided 
nthey work a minimum five 
hours that day. 
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Some familiar 
faces are no more
Changes made in local races

Not all Americans were happy 
about the re-election of President 
Barack Obama, the first African 
American president in the history 
of the United States and the first 
African American to be re-elected 
to the same office.

Some citizens decided to ex-
press their disgust with the elec-
tion results publicly on social me-
dia and on the streets.

Donald Trump, the outspoken 
businessman and reality TV star 
told his Twitter followers Tuesday 
night, Nov. 6, he wanted Ameri-
cans to march on Washington to 
protest the “great and disgusting 
injustice” of Barack Obama being 
re-elected as U.S. president.

After Obama was projected  the 
winner of the 2012 presidential 
election, some of Trump’s expres-
sions of outrage on Twitter are 
listed below:

“We can’t let this happen. We 
should march on Washington and 
stop this travesty. Our nation is to-
tally divided.,” he wrote.

“Let’s fight like hell and stop 
this great and disgusting injustice. 
The world is laughing at us.”

“This election is a total sham 
and a travesty. We are not a de-
mocracy.”

“Our country is now in serious 
and unprecedented trouble...like 
never before.”

“Our nation is a once great na-
tion divided.”

Closer to home, in Oxford, 
Miss., President Obama’s re-elec-
tion led to public protest that some 
media outlets characterized as a 
riot.

According to witnesses, around 
midnight on Wednesday, Nov. 7, a 
disturbance started near the center 
of the University of Mississippi 
(Ole Miss) campus, where stu-
dents gathered to protest the Tues-
day night re-election of President 
Obama.

The protest originally started on 
social media and ended with over 
400 students protesting on the 
campus.

Students were heard shouting 
racial epithets about Obama and 
African Americans in general. Stu-
dents were gathered in the parking 
lot at Stockard and Martin fresh-
man dorms yelling racial slurs.

A student observer said the stu-
dents fled when the police arrived 
after midnight. But photos were 
posted all over Twitter, and a video 
of the disturbance was uploaded to 
YouTube.

Some photos show groups of 
protesters lighting Obama-Biden 
signs on fire in response to the 
presidential election results.

Ole Miss journalism student 
Margaret Ann Morgan posted to 
Twitter, “Onlookers say people - 
black, white, etc. - were throwing 
rocks at cars.”

More details were provided in a 
statement released by the Univer-
sity of Mississippi, which read:

“University police were notified 
by students shortly before mid-
night Tuesday that Twitter chatter 
was indicating students were gath-
ering near the student union to 
protest the results of the election.

The officers found 30 to 40 
students gathered in front of the 
union, and over the next 20 min-
utes the gathering had grown to 

more than 
400 students, 
many of 
whom were 
c h a n t i n g 
political slo-
gans.

The crowd 
was ordered to disperse by uni-
versity police, and after about 25 
minutes students had returned to 
residence halls. About 100 stu-
dents gathered again at one hall, 
and university police dispersed the 
group and made two arrests for 
disorderly conduct, including one 
for public intoxication and one 
for failure to comply with police 
orders.

“While we are grateful that there 
were no injuries and there was no 
property damage, we are very dis-
appointed in those students who 
took a very immature and uncivil 
approach to expressing their views 
about the election,” said Univer-
sity of Mississippi Chancellor Dan 
Jones.

“The gathering seemed to have 
been fueled by social media, and 
the conversation should have 
stayed there,” he  stated.

“Unfortunately, early news re-
ports quoted social media com-
ments that were inaccurate too. 
Some photographs published in 
social media portrayed events that 
police did not observe on campus. 
Nevertheless, the reports of un-
civil language and shouted racial 
epithets appear to be accurate and 
are universally condemned by the 
university, student leaders and the 
vast majority of students who are 
more representative of our univer-
sity creed.”

Protests against 
President Obama’s 
re-election: Ole Miss 
and Donald Trump
By Lonnie Ross
Online Editor

By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

Trump

Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202
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My Life 
  is  Proof.

When Nora 

was told she had 

lung cancer, her 

diagnosis changed 

everything. She 

knew choosing the right physicians 

was crucial to her survival. At University 

Cancer Care, Nora relied on a multi-

disciplinary lung cancer team backed by 

the state’s only Academic Medical Center. 

She relied on specialists with access to 

advanced research and technology. And 

she chose a place where collaboration 

and compassion provide hope for those 

battling cancer every day.

For more information about University Cancer Care, 
visit ummchealth.com/cancer or call 888.815.2005.

To watch Nora’s story,  
visit ummchealth.com/nora.

UMMC_nora_MSLINK_9.667x12.indd   1 11/2/12   7:59 AM

University of Southern Mis-
sissippi Professor Amal Mitra is 
a particularly proud father these 
days after watching his daughter, 
Paromita Mitra, capture the Miss 
Mississippi USA crown Nov. 3 at 
Harrah’s Event Center in Tunica, 
Miss.

Mitra, 20, bested 25 other con-
testants for the title and now rep-
resents the state in the 2013 Miss 
USA Pageant at a date to be deter-
mined. Mitra is a student at Missis-
sippi State University where she is 
studying aerospace engineering. 
She hopes to work for NASA in 
the future.

Her father is professor of epi-
demiology and biostatistics and 
a Fulbright Scholar in the depart-
ment of community health scienc-
es at Southern Miss. He has been a 
member of the faculty for the past 
15 years.

“I was probably holding my 
breath at that moment and my heart 
was pounding,” said Amal Mitra of 
the final seconds before the winner 
was announced. “When I heard her 
name called as the winner, I jumped 
up and shouted loud. We had a big 
group of family and friends at the 
Harrah’s Event Center. We had a 
very enjoyable moment.”

A Bangladeshi-born U.S. citi-
zen, Paromita Mitra spent this past 
summer visiting her birthplace 
working as a volunteer for the 
Operation Smile Bangladesh Pro-
gram to promote health education 
to poor children with cleft lip and 
cleft palate in that region.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc.’s Beta Delta Omega Chap-
ter held its annual business net-
working reception at the Pen-
guin Restaurant and Bar on the 
Jackson State campus October 
25.

Dr. Linda Glover, president 
of the local chapter of about 
200 members, welcomed busi-
nessmen and women, along 
with 40 of her sorority mem-
bers.

“This networking reception 
is our national program,” ex-
plained Glover. “We have an 
economic security initiative 
where business persons get 
to know each other, exchange 
business cards and talk to each 
other. 

Maggie Harper, chairperson 
of the economic security com-
mittee for the sorority, said, 
“The economy actually is a lot 
better than when we started un-
der the previous U.S. president. 
We started out as the economic 
smart fair but transitioned to 
this initiative when our interna-
tional president Carolyn House 
Stewart took over. She thought 
that there was still a need for 
this.

“The economy is still shaky 
and people still need to learn 
how to save money and get 
out of debt. We offer teaching 
components on how to buy a 
home,” added Harper.

In this election climate, the 
AKA sisters focused on two 
pertinent topics - money man-
agement and estate planning. 
“This is my sixth year as chair,” 
Harper said. “It is my passion. 
I am very concerned about peo-
ple becoming stabilized in their 
income and savings.”

As the networking contin-
ued, business cards were ex-
changed and dropped into the 
door prize bowl. You could 
pick up forms and information 
on how to acquire a job, how to 
properly fill out an application 
and go through the interview 
process. 

“We are a ladies’ soror-
ity, but we reach out to every 
section of the community. We 
do not depend on the way the 
presidential election goes and 
we have assisted with voter 
registration drives and encour-
aged people to vote,” Harper 
added.

Gloria Johnson, a sorority 
sister and co-chair of the eco-
nomic security initiative, said, 
“I am impressed with the turn 
out tonight. We hope that the 
end result is that we will do 
business with each other.

“If we all stick together and 
understand the need to support 
minority owned businesses and 
women owned businesses, we 
will be fine regardless to who 
is in office,” Johnson said.

“The grassroots have always 
made it through our economy. 
We have to keep small busi-
nesses growing and encourage 

entrepreneurship.”
Johnson continued, “There 

are businesses represented here 
that are alive and well and can 
be an encouragement to young 
people.

“Jackson is one of the top 
cities in the nation for starting 
a new business. The climate is 
right for this. We need to get 
the word out about small busi-
nesses. People need to visit 

Jackson and see it for them-
selves,” said Johnson.

For more information on 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Inc./Beta Delta Omega 
Chapter, visit their website at 
http://betadeltaomega.com 
or write to Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Inc. Beta Delta 
Omega Chapter, P.O. Box 
16666, Jackson, MS 39236.

USM student wins Miss 
Mississippi USA title

AKA Sorority hosts 
annual networking 
reception to improve 
‘economic security’

The Mississippi Link Newswire

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Interim Managing Editor

Miss Mississippi

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. Beta Delta Omega Chapter sisters          Photo by Ayesha K. Mustafaa
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Four more years
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“What makes America excep-
tional are the bonds that hold 
together the most diverse nation 
on earth. The belief that our des-
tiny is shared, that this country 
only works when we accept cer-
tain obligations to one another 
and to future generations. 

“The freedom which so many 
Americans have fought for and 
died for comes with responsi-
bilities as well as rights. And 
among those are love and char-
ity and duty and patriotism. 
That’s what makes America 
great. 

“I believe we can keep the 
promise of our founders, the 
idea that if you’re willing to 
work hard, it doesn’t matter 
who you are or where you come 
from or what you look like or 
who you love. It doesn’t matter 
whether you’re black or white 
or Hispanic or Asian or Native 
American or young or old or 
rich or poor, able, disabled, gay 
or straight, you can make it here 
in America if you’re willing to 
try.

The president continued, “I 
believe we can seize this future 
together because we are not as 
divided as our politics suggests. 
We’re not as cynical as the 
pundits believe. We are greater 
than the sum of our individual 
ambitions, and we remain more 
than a collection of red states 
and blue states. We are and for-
ever will be the United States of 
America.”

Issues still on the table for this 
president: the ability to build 
relationships and work across 
the isle in congress, to further 
Obamacare, to create jobs, 
lower the national debt, to get 
ahead of foreign affairs and the 
controversial use of drones. The 
contrasts drawn: republicans re-
lying on 72 percent white elec-
torate; democrats reflective of 
the diverse American populous.

The 2012 presidential cam-
paign cost is unbelievable. By 
modest calculations projected 
by the Center for Responsive 
Politics, presidential election 
costs for 2012 will reach $5.8 

billion. The Washington Post is 
putting the cost at $8 billion - 
breaking the record in presiden-
tial election spending. Yet, there 
is also the spending of PACs 
(Political Action Committees) 
that do not have to reveal their 
donors. 

ROLL CALL: Obama won 
Ohio, Virginia, Nevada, Wis-
consin, Oregon, Colorado, 
Iowa, New Mexico, California, 
Hawaii, Washington, Minne-
sota, New Hampshire, Pennsyl-
vania, New Jersey, New York, 
Michigan, Vermont, Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Con-
necticut, Rhode Island and Illi-
nois.

Romney won Montana, Alas-
ka, Alabama, Missouri, Idaho, 
North Carolina, Arizona, Utah, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisi-
ana, North Dakota, South Da-
kota, Texas, Wyoming, Kan-
sas, Nebraska, Kentucky, West 
Virginia, South Carolina, Indi-
ana, Oklahoma, Tennessee and 
Georgia. 
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After a long and 
bitter campaign, 
President Barack 
Obama com-
fortably won re-
election with 303 
electoral votes to 

Mitt Romney’s 206 Tuesday, largely 
due to the grassroots get-out-to-vote 
campaign in the African-American 
community.

“From Florida to Virginia to Ohio 
to Pennsylvania, the black vote was 
the deciding force in the most im-
portant states in this election,” said 
Ben Jealous, president/CEO of the 
NAACP, which, on election eve, 
issued a statement saying it would 
have turned out more than 1.2 mil-
lion voters by the times polls closed 
on election day. The NAACP called 

it the largest get out to vote success 
in its 103-year history.

The effort was partially in re-
sponse to what civil rights lead-
ers viewed as a rogue campaign 
by Republicans to change voting 
laws to make it more difficult for 
African-Americans to vote. Most of 
the new laws were struck down in 
court challenges while an army of 
African-Americans got registered 
and recruited others to assure victory  
Nov. 6.

“My heroes are our members who 
stood up to voter intimidation, who 
turned back voter suppression, who 
set records for voter registration and 
turnout,” Jealous said. “We were suc-
cessful in mobilizing our community 
through an incredible storm of voter 
repression because we planned our 
work and we worked our plan.”

Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr., who spent 

the final days before the election get-
ting out the vote in Ohio rather than 
in his Chicago hometown, noted 
Obama’s uphill battle against racism.

“The personal attacks on the pres-
ident - ‘you’re a liar, you’re not an 
American, you’re not a Christian, 
you’re a retard’” - Jackson recalled 
the hateful statements made by 
some Romney supporters during the 
campaign. “People took those hits 
as personal and aimed at them. He 
was bearing the cross for us. Those 
are the things they call us every day 
…And it made him a martyr for all 
practical purposes. He had to take 
that stuff. He had to take those in-
sults. They’d never treated the presi-
dent that way before.”

Obama re-elected! Black 
vote does it again
By Hazel Trice Edney 
Special to The Mississippi Link
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OPINION

I have lived 
through several hur-
ricanes and major 
storms.

When you do 
not know whether 

your roof will hold together or 
whether you will get flooded out 
(and our basement was flooded 
in the 2011 hurricane), the anxi-
ety is indescribable. Thus, when 
the government warns people to 
stay inside and off the streets, if 
you are in touch with reality, you 
take that seriously.

So, it was with great surprise 
that in the middle of Superstorm 
Sandy I saw a postal van. Yes, 
the U.S. Postal Service, despite 
the federal government being 
closed Monday, Oct. 29 was 
somehow operating. The mail 
was delivered to us. Airline 
flights were being cancelled; 
subways had ceased operations; 
buses were not moving; but we 
still got our mail.

I had two immediate thoughts 
on seeing the postal van. The 
first was to applaud the cour-
age of postal workers. I actu-
ally think about this regularly. 
They are really not joking when 
they talk about “neither rain, nor 
sleet” will stop them. Here you 
had a letter carrier driving in the 

middle of a hurricane to make 
sure that we received our mail.

The second thought was quite 
different: What will happen if 
the postal service is dismantled 
and privatized? Let’s be clear, 
the agenda of the Republicans 
and of some Democrats is the 
privatization of the postal ser-
vice. 

When you keep under funding 
the postal service and making 
service cuts, it eventually cre-
ates a level of despair and frus-
tration that will push the public 
to embrace privatization. This 
approach is called economic 
strangulation.

This economic strangulation 
is what we have been witnessing 
and not just recently. The act of 
cutting the hours of post offices, 
cutting employees and reduc-
ing other services does not build 
popular confidence.

So I stood watching the post-
al van wondering what would 
happen if the postal service 
was privatized. Would a private 
contractor really care about de-
livering the mail under harsh 
conditions? Could we count on 
workers going beyond the call 
of duty? That is the real issue in 
privatization.

It is not just that privatized fa-
cilities - of any sort - seek to re-
duce certain costs by cutting the 

wages and benefits of workers. 
It is more than that. Privatization 
changes the relationship of the 
workforce to the job that must 
be done, that is it changes their 
relationship to the public.

The owners of these privatiz-
ing companies are not particu-
larly interested in serving the 
public. They are interesting in 
making a profit. Their slogan 
would not be anything approach-
ing “neither rain nor sleet” will 
stop postal delivery. It will be 
more something like: “As long 
as I can make an extra buck de-
livering the mail, it will be com-
ing at you.”

So if you have been sitting 
on the sidelines while the future 
of the postal service has been 
discussed, think again and just 
ask yourself whether you care 
whether you receive the mail 
that the Constitution promises. 
In watching the postal van drive 
off, I hoped that this would not 
be the last time I would see such 
dedication displayed.

Bill Fletcher Jr. is a senior 
scholar with the Institute for 
Policy Studies, immediate past 
president of TransAfrica Forum 
and author of “They’re Bank-
rupting Us” - And Twenty Other 
Myths about Unions. He can be 
reached at papaq54@hotmail.
com.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Obama, America’s first black 
president, never publicly point-
ed out the racial attacks, but he 
seemed keenly aware of the grass-
roots efforts. Even before his con-
cession speech shortly before 2 
a.m., his campaign sent an email 
with a targeted message of thanks.

“I’m about to go speak to the 
crowd here in Chicago, but I 
wanted to thank you first,” said the 
message that hit inboxes minutes 
before the President, First Lady 
Michelle, and daughters Malia 
and Sasha took to the stage be-
fore a roaring crowd of more than 
10,000 in Chicago. 

“I want you to know that this 
wasn’t fate, and it wasn’t an ac-
cident. You made this happen. 
You organized yourselves block 
by block. You took ownership of 
this campaign five and ten dollars 
at a time. And when it wasn’t easy, 
you pressed forward.”

The win comes at the end of 
a long and cantankerous battle 
against challenger Romney, a mil-
lionaire businessman and former 
governor of Massachusetts. Rom-
ney’s taunting campaign style ap-
peared to have riled voters. But, 
Obama, in his acceptance speech 
maintained his trademark style of 
focus and passion.

“Tonight, in this election, you, 
the American people, reminded us 
that while our road has been hard, 
while our journey has been long, 

we have picked ourselves up, we 
have fought our way back, and 
we know in our hearts that for the 
United States of America the best 
is yet to come,” he said to thunder-
ous applause. 

“I want to thank every Ameri-
can who participated in this elec-
tion ... whether you voted for the 
very first time or waited in line for 
a very long time. By the way, we 
have to fix that,” he said in obvi-
ous reference to the extremely 
long lines experienced by thou-
sands across the nation.

Despite a clearly divided 
country with the re-election of a 
Republican-majority House of 
Representatives and a Democrat-
ically-led U. S. Senate, the Presi-
dent used his campaign speech to 
call for unity.

“I believe we can seize this fu-
ture together because we are not 
as divided as our politics suggests. 
We’re not as cynical as the pun-
dits believe. We are greater than 
the sum of our individual ambi-
tions, and we remain more than 
a collection of red states and blue 
states. We are and forever will be 
the United States of America,” he 
said.

 The familiar theme resonated 
with the crowd and the millions 
watching on television who recall 
it from his debut in national poli-
tics as a U. S. senator during the 
Democratic National Convention 

of 2004.
Romney, in Boston with thou-

sands of somber campaign sup-
porters, at first did not concede as 
he awaited the results from Ohio. 
When he finally conceded around 
1:30 a.m., his usual hard edge had 
softened as he conceded graciously.

“I have just called President 
Obama to congratulate him on 
his victory. His supporters and his 
campaign also deserve congratu-
lations. The nation, as you know, 
is at a critical point,” Romney 
said. “At a time like this, we can’t 
risk partisan bickering and politi-
cal posturing. Our leaders have to 
reach across the aisle to do the 
people’s work. And we citizens 
also have to rise to the occasion.”

Moving “forward” as was 
his campaign slogan, President 
Obama returned words of grace, 
setting aside the bitter words of 
just a few days ago.

“I just spoke with Gov. Romney 
and I congratulated him and [vice 
presidential candidate Paul Ryan] 
on a hard-fought campaign,” the 
President said in his speech. 

“We may have battled fiercely, 
but it’s only because we love this 
country deeply and we care so 
strongly about its future…In the 
weeks ahead, I also look forward 
to sitting down with Gov. Romney 
to talk about where we can work 
together to move this country for-
ward.”

Nine ways to make sure your small 
business is better off 4 years from 
now

If you’re the 
owner of a small 
company, here’s 
a word of advice: 
stop fretting about 
Washington, D.C., 
and direct your en-

ergies closer to home with these 
nine proven basics to help your 
business thrive long term.

Tune out the rhetoric and get 
back to work. No matter who oc-
cupies the White House, entre-
preneurial small business owners 
will have to rely on who we’ve 
always relied on to be successful: 
ourselves, our employees and 
our customers.

From Reagan through Clinton 
and both Bushes, we’ve learned 
a lot about what makes a small 
business successful the hard way 
and the best way: by experience. 

Here are nine basics:
1. Embrace the advantages of 

being small. While small com-
panies, especially start-ups, tend 
to be undercapitalized and (rela-
tively) unknown, they also have 
some big advantages over larger 
competitors.

They’re more nimble and flex-
ible instead of mired in bureau-
cracy. They communicate faster 
and less risk-averse, allowing 
them to turn on a dime in re-
sponse to market changes and 
customer demands.

2. Think creatively about mar-
keting without spending a lot of 
money. In 1986 when Barefoot 
was founded, we had “worthy 
cause marketing” (WCM). We 
partnered with nonprofit organi-
zations (NPOs) that believed in 
the same causes we did - specifi-
cally environmentalism and civil 
rights. 

We donated products at fund-
raising events, worked festivals 
and got out into the community 
to talk about these causes. We 
gained access to lots of poten-

tial customers and gave them a 
“social reason” to buy Barefoot 
wine. The NPOs received a do-
nated product and our manpower 
at their events, as well as public-
ity via Barefoot’s distribution 
channels.

3. Find good people; make 
great people. Of course, you need 
to hire well. That means finding 
people who are not only quali-
fied but who have foundational 
qualities you can build upon. 

Barefoot looked for enthusi-
asm, confidence, honesty and 
integrity, a willingness to learn 
and a sense of humor. But we 
didn’t stop there; we made sure 
to provide the environment, en-
couragement, resources and flex-
ibility for our people to become 
their best.

4. Use performance-based 
compensation. Most compensa-
tion plans are based on an hourly 
rate, which is paying for atten-
dance, not necessarily produc-
tion. Consider offering bonuses 
based on sales, cost reductions 
and customer retention. In other 
words, give them a financial rea-
son to help the team perform.

5. Grow your business by shar-
ing the wealth. Henry Ford used 
to say he’d rather have 1 percent 
of what a hundred others made 
working for him than 100 per-
cent of what he made by himself.

True, we had several sales-
people who made more than we, 
the owners. But when we looked 
at the efficiencies of scale, the 
value of stability and the increase 
in sales, we knew we were do-
ing the right thing. Sharing the 
wealth allows you to reduce 
turnover, attract go-getters and 
motivate people to produce even 
more.

6. Don’t treat information as 
currency. Let it flow freely. Some 
companies treat information like 
a coveted commodity. In fact, it’s 
often used as a type of currency 
to buy a lunch, get a promotion, 

receive kudos, or trade for other 
information. Do whatever you 
can to engage everyone and keep 
the information free-flowing. Be 
transparent.

7. Listen to your salespeople. 
Without them, there is no com-
pany. Run everything by your 
salespeople who affect your 
product and its image. Before 
you allow a change or “improve-
ment” to the product or the pack-
age, check with the folks who 
have to actually make the sale, 
overcome the objections and 
talk directly to the decision mak-
ers and the end users. Top-down 
thinking can undermine what has 
taken years to establish.

8. Establish a positive cul-
ture. Company culture has a 
direct bearing on the survival 
and growth of a company. This 
starts from the top and permeates 
throughout an organization. Two 
overarching principles: generos-
ity and permission. By insisting 
that people use their imagination 
to experiment, be creative and 
even make mistakes, Barefoot 
gave them permission to be all 
they could be.

9. Make sure customer service 
is an integral part of that culture. 
Imagine a company that, through 
worthy cause promotions, en-
couraged customers to go into 
specific retail establishments 
to buy their brand. Imagine its 
displays as retail entertainment, 
adding color, fun and theme sets 
for the enjoyment of its custom-
ers.

Business owners need to re-
member something crucial: gov-
ernments cannot create. It’s just 
not their job.

Michael Houlihan and Bonnie 
Harvey authored The Barefoot 
Spirit: How Hardship, Hustle and 
Heart Built a Bestselling Wine, a 
nationwide bestseller. They sold 
their wine brand to E&J Gallo in 
2005. To learn more, visit www.
thebarefootspirit.com.

By Michael Houlihan and Bonnie Harvey
Special to The Mississippi Link

Rain, shine, sleet or snow: 
postal service undeterred by 
Superstorm Sandy

Christie is fin-
ishing his first 
term as governor 
and will be seek-
ing reelection in 
2013. He has built 
a reputation as a 

rare no nonsense, straight talk-
ing politician. The public claims 
they want an honest politician, 
but when they see one, he gets 
roundly criticized for being hon-
est.

The governor has been given 
high marks for his response to 
the aftermath of Superstorm San-
dy, which devastated both New 
Jersey and New York City. He is 
a living example of how a politi-
cian can set aside partisanship for 
the betterment of the people.

The way he and President 
Obama joined together to com-
fort and help those affected by 
the storm was remarkable in light 
of the polarization of our body 
politic. 

Christie served as one of Mitt 
Romney’s most visible and 
staunchest surrogates. Though 
he can be very partisan, he seems 
to have the maturity and wisdom 
to know when to put partisanship 
aside. This appears to have led 
him to be in trouble with many in 
the Republican Party.

Christie has been effusive with 
his praise of President Obama’s 
handling of the storm. The presi-
dent, in turn, has been just as ef-
fusive in praise of Christie. As a 
top surrogate for Romney, many 
in the party seemed to be taken 
aback at this “love-fest” between 
two politicians from opposite 
parties.  

Many Republicans saw Chris-
tie providing a huge “political” 
boost to Obama at a critical time 
in the election. But Christy made 
it perfectly clear to media outlets 
that his focus was totally on get-
ting help for his people without 
any political considerations. 

However, Fox News would 
not accept the governor’s words 

and proceeded to ask him about 
whether he would tour the state 
with Romney. In classic Christie 
style, he smacked the Fox an-
chors right across the lips with a 
stinging rebuke:

“I have no idea, nor am I the 
least bit concerned or interested. 
I’ve got a job to do here in New 
Jersey that’s much bigger than 
presidential politics, and I could 
care less about any of that stuff…. 
If you think right now I give a 
damn about presidential politics, 
then you don’t know me,” he 
said. The Fox anchors looked like 
a deer in the headlights.

In other interviews, Christie 
said, “The federal government 
response has been great. I was 
on the phone at midnight again 
last night with the president per-
sonally,” he told NBC’s Today 
program. Also during a press 
conference, Christie said, “The 
president has been outstanding 
in this. The folks at FEMA … 
have been excellent…. I don’t 
give a damn about Election Day. 
It doesn’t matter a lick to me at 
the moment…. I’ve got bigger 
fish to fry.”

Wow! We heard a national Re-
publican who actually believes 
that there is a legitimate role for 
the federal government to play 

in our lives. Maybe Christie is 
that “adult” the Republican Party 
needs to get our party back on 
track and to tone down some of 
the craziness happening within 
the party - “legitimate rape,” “the 
president is lazy,” “the president 
should learn how to be Ameri-
can,” etc.

In a country that has become 
hyper partisan to the point of 
total gridlock, you have a politi-
cian who is determined to put the 
people first, even if it helped the 
opposition party right before a 
major election. Did Christie want 
Romney to defeat Obama in the 
election? Certainly, he did. But it 
was more important that he got 
his people the help they needed.

Without a doubt, Christie was 
the true winner of this year’s 
election. And the Republican 
Party can win, too, if it adopts his 
road map for balancing partisan-
ship with governorship. This is 
the only way to get the GOP back 
to relevancy.

Raynard Jackson is president 
and CEO of Raynard Jackson 
and Associates, LLC., a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based public rela-
tions/government affairs firm. 
He can be reached through his 
web site: www.raynardjackson.
com

And the winner is … 
Gov. Chris Christie

By Bill Fletcher Jr. 
NNPA Columnist

By Raynard Jackson
NNPA Columnist

Christie and Obama

black vote
Continued from page 6
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Students at Power APAC got a 
visit Thursday, Oct. 25, from Miss 
America Laura Kaeppler.

Kaeppler was in Jackson on be-
half of the Mississippi Opera. At the 
Miss America pageant in January, 
she won a talent award for her op-
era performance. Kaeppler spoke to 
a group of aspiring singers at Power 
APAC and was to host a tea party 
for girls later in the afternoon.

“I never grew up wanting to be 
Miss America. I never dreamed I 
could be Miss America,” Kaeppler 
told the students. “I became Miss 
America because of mentors, teach-
ers and music.”

Kaeppler said she has paid off 
all of her undergraduate student 
loans using money from the Miss 
America program and will have 
money left over for law school. She 

encouraged students to study hard, 
master their performance talents, 
and pursue their dreams.

Miss America inspires and encourages Power APAC students

Future pageant contestants at Power APAC showing their excitement 
about meeting Miss America Laura Kaeppler

Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray, Miss America Laura Kaeppler and Pow-
er APAC Principal Dr. Marlynn Martin

Blackburn Middle School marching to their own beat to celebrate George El-
ementary achieving a STAR school rating for the 2011-2012 school year.

The Hinds County Sheriff’s Department on horseback in the parade to 
celebrate the academic success of George Elementary.

Powell Middle School marching band showing their support for George 
Elementary.

Powell Middle School drummers

Dr. Mary Bailey, principal, and 
grand marshall of the George El-
ementary STAR school parade.

Miss America Laura Kaeppler per-
forming an opera song for Power 
APAC students

George Elementary kicked 
off a STAR school celebration 
Oct. 27, with a parade around 
the school. The event was fol-
lowed with food, fun and ex-
citement for the whole com-
munity.

Some of the participants in-
cluded the Blackburn and Pow-
ell Middle School marching 
bands, the Hinds County Sher-
iff’s Department, JPS Board 
members, school parents, vol-
unteers, and other community 
stakeholders. 

George Elementary 
celebrated STAR school 
status with parade
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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³Intermediate funds are grants from an intermediate source which can be used for any legal purpose desired by the LEA.

JPS c ounselors raise awareness to breast cancer through giving

The counselors for the Jackson Public School District (JPS) raised and donated $400 to the Baptist Health Foundation for breast cancer 
awareness. Their donation enabled at least three women to receive mammograms free of charge. There are 89 counselors in JPS and all 
wore pink to represent JPS support to the cause.



 Members of the Jackson State Division 
of Athletics participated in a Habitat for 
Humanity building project Friday morning, 
Oct. 26. 
 Members of the Tigers football, baseball 

and women’s basketball programs and 
Division of Athletics administrators 
picked up hammers and paint brushes to 
help finish the organization’s residential 
building project on Bishop Street in 

Jackson.
 Jackson State’s participation in the project 
was organized through the University’s 
CHAMPS Life Skills program and the 
Student Athlete Advisory Committee.

Tigers participate in Habitat 
for Humanity building project

EDUCATION
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Alcorn State University stu-
dent Larry Macklin was select-
ed the 2012 Presser Foundation 
Scholar.

In recognition of his out-
standing achievement as a mu-
sic major, Macklin received 
his certificate and a check for 
$4,800 at the University’s 66th 
Biannual Honors Convocation 
Oct. 24.

Macklin said he is honored 
to have been chosen to receive 
this prestigious award. “I am 
endlessly thankful to the Uni-
versity, to my instructors and 
mentors for helping me grow 
both personally and profession-
ally.

“I’m thankful for a music 
scholarship and the opportuni-

ties I have been enjoying during 
my tenure at Alcorn. I made the 
right choice, and I know that 
Alcorn is the school for me,” 
Macklin said.

“I met Larry and his parents 
during his first trip to Alcorn. I 
auditioned him and immediate-
ly saw that Larry had a unique 
gift that Alcorn could help him 
develop,” shared Charles Wes-
ley, conductor of the ASU men 
chorale and assistant professor 
of music (voice).

“Larry is a hard working stu-
dent who has worked tirelessly 
during his tenure at Alcorn. I 
encourage him to continue to 
perfect his voice, to achieve his 
academic and artistic goals.”

Director of Choral Activi-
ties in the Department of Fine 

Arts Donna Schaffer was also 
a source of support for Mack-
lin for the past three years as 
his advisor and applied voice 
instructor.

“Larry is an extremely fo-
cused and industrious student. 
He understands what it requires 
to take on a serious project and 
to see it through to fruition,” 
said Schaffer.

“For example, in preparation 
for his audition for the U.S. 
Navy Sea Chanters, he was the 
only undergraduate student se-
lected to represent the Universi-
ty at The 105 Voices of History 
held recently in Washington, 
D.C. Achieving these goals 
speak to his determination and 
drive,” she said.

Marcus Ward, vice president 

for institutional advancement 
and executive director of ASU 
Foundation, Inc., was also 
proud.

“We are elated for Larry to 
receive this prestigious award 
and thankful to the Presser 
Foundation for recognizing the 
achievements of Alcorn stu-
dents,” stated Ward. “Financial 
support means a lot to deserv-
ing students; it helps them stay 
in school and graduate.”

Macklin is a Memphis, Tenn. 
native who was artistically 
inclined since childhood. He 
participated in high school mu-
sicals, concerts and played at 
local venues. Upon graduation 
from Craigmont High School in 
2009, he entered Alcorn State 
University, where he majored 

in music performance.
While at Alcorn, Macklin has 

maintained a 3.5 cumulative 
GPA and actively participates 
in University life - he served 
as a student ambassador and is 

a part of the men chorale and 
ASU concert choir. He is a 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Incorporated. A se-
nior, he is planning to gradu-
ate in May 2013.

The Jackson State Uni-
versity fall 2012 com-
mencement ceremony will 
be held at 9 a.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 8, 2012, at the Lee E. 

Williams Athletics and As-
sembly Center. This cer-
emony will recognize the 
accomplishments of both 
undergraduate and graduate 
students.

Those persons who com-
pleted degree requirements 
in August 2012 are invited 
to participate in a formal 
ceremony during JSU’s ex-
ercises in December.

There will not be a cere-
mony Friday, Dec. 7, 2012. 

Updates will be placed on 
JSU’s commencement web-
site at www.jsums.edu/com-
mencement.

Next year marks the fiftieth 
anniversary of the assasina-
tion of Mississippi civil rights 
activist Medgar Wiley Evers. 

The Medgar and Myrlie 
Evers Institute and the Wil-
liam Winter Institute for Ra-
cial Reconciliation are plan-
ning a year-long initiative in 
Mississippi schools and com-
munities.

It is themed “Dedicated 
to the Cause of Freedom: A 
Youth Initiative Commemo-

rating the Life and Legacy of 
Medgar Evers.”

Students and teachers from 
the McComb School District 
in Pike County, Miss. will be 
playing an active role in the 
planning process.

Six students and two teach-
ers attended the Oct. 20 plan-
ning meeting where they met 
Medgar Evers’ daughter, Re-
ena Evers, and Michael Vin-
son Williams, the author of 
Medgar Evers: Mississippi 
Martyr.

A World War II veteran, 
Evers traveled the state orga-
nizing NAACP chapters since 
1952 and played a key role in 
the desegregation of the Uni-
versity of Mississippi and in 
the Jackson movement.

Upon returning to his home 
after a late meeting on June 
12, 1963, Evers was murdered 
in his driveway by a Klan and 
White Citizens Council mem-
ber who shot him in the back. 

His wife and two children 
witnessed his death at age 37.

Alcorn student selected 2012 Presser 
Foundation Scholar, receives $4,800 award
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Alcorn State President Brown and Larry Macklin at the convocation

A JSU commencement 

McComb students with Reena Evers

JSU fall 2012 commencement 
ceremonies combined
The Mississippi Link Newswire

McComb students join preparation for Medgar Evers anniversary events
The Mississippi Link Newswire



Your stomach lining has an 
important job. It makes acid 
and enzymes that help break 
down food so you can extract 
the nutrients you need. The 
lining also protects itself from 
acid damage by secreting mu-
cus. But sometimes the lining 
gets inflamed and starts making 
less acid, enzymes and mucus. 
This type of inflammation is 
called gastritis and it can cause 
long-term problems.

Some people think they have 
gastritis when they have pain 
or an uncomfortable feeling in 
their upper stomach. But many 
other conditions can cause 
these symptoms.

Gastritis can sometimes lead 
to pain, nausea and vomiting. 

But it often has no symptoms 
at all. If left untreated, though, 
some types of gastritis can lead 
to ulcers (sores in the stomach 
lining) or even stomach cancer.

People used to think gastri-
tis and ulcers were caused by 
stress and spicy foods. But re-
search studies show that bac-
teria called helicobacter pylori 
are often to blame. Usually, 
these bacteria cause no symp-
toms.

In the United States, 20 to 
50 percent of the population 
may be infected with H. py-
lori, which breaks down the in-
ner protective coating in some 
people’s stomachs and causes 
inflammation.

“I tell people H. pylori is like 
having termites in your stom-

ach,” said Dr. David Graham, 
an expert in digestive diseases 
at Baylor College of Medicine 
in Texas. “You usually don’t 
know you have termites until 
someone tells you, and you ig-
nore it at your own risk.”

H. pylori can spread by pass-
ing from person to person or 
through contaminated food or 
water. Infections can be treat-
ed with bacteria-killing drugs 
called antibiotics.

One type of gastritis, called 
erosive gastritis, wears away 
the stomach lining. The most 
common cause of erosive gas-
tritis is long-term use of medi-
cations called non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs. These 
include aspirin and ibuprofen.

“When you stop taking the 

drugs, the condition usually 
goes away,” said Graham. Doc-
tors might also recommend re-
ducing the dose or switching to 
another class of pain medica-
tion.

Less common causes of 
gastritis include certain diges-
tive disorders, such as Crohn’s 
disease, and autoimmune dis-
orders, in which the body’s 
protective immune cells mis-
takenly attack healthy cells in 
the stomach lining.

Gastritis can be diagnosed 
with an endoscope, a thin tube 
with a tiny camera on the end, 
which is inserted through the 
patient’s mouth or nose and 
into the stomach.

The doctor 
will look at the 
stomach lining 
and may also 
remove some 
tissue samples 
for testing. 
Treatment will 
depend on the 
type of gastritis 
you have.

A l t h o u g h 
stress and spicy foods don’t 
cause gastritis and ulcers, they 
can make symptoms worse. 
Milk might provide brief relief 
but also will increase stomach 
acid, which can worsen symp-
toms. Your doctor may recom-
mend taking antacids or other 

drugs to reduce acid in the 
stomach. 

Talk with a health care pro-
vider, if you’re concerned about 
ongoing pain or discomfort in 
your stomach. Your doctor can 
help determine the best course 
of action for you.

HEALTH

Gut feelings about gastritis 
- when your stomach’s sick
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Microscopic creatures - includ-
ing bacteria, fungi and viruses - 
can make you ill. But what you 
may not realize is that trillions 
of microbes are living in and on 
your body right now. Although, 
most don’t harm you at all.

In fact, they help you digest 
food, protect against infection 
and even maintain your repro-
ductive health. We tend to focus 
on destroying bad microbes. But 
taking care of good ones may be 
even more important.

You might be surprised to learn 
that your microbes actually out-
number your own cells by 10 to 
1. “The current estimate is that 
humans have 10 trillion human 
cells and about 100 trillion bacte-
rial cells,” said Dr. Martin J. Bla-
ser at the New York University 
school of medicine.

New techniques allow scien-
tists to study these rich microbial 
communities and their genes - the 
“microbiome.” In 2007, the Na-
tional Institute of Health (NIH) 
launched the Human Microbi-
ome Project to study microbes in 
and on the body.

Earlier this year, researchers 
from almost 80 institutions pub-
lished a landmark series of re-
ports. They found that more than 
10,000 different species occupy 
the human body. The microbiome 
actually provides more genes that 
contribute to human survival than 
the human genome itself (8 mil-
lion vs. 22,000). Humans need 
bacteria and their genes more 
than most of us thought.

One of the most important 
things microbes do for us is to 
help with digestion. The mix of 
microbes in your gut can affect 
how well you use and store en-
ergy from food. In laboratory ex-
periments, transferring bacteria 
from certain obese mice to nor-
mal ones led to increased fat in 
the normal mice.

Blaser and his colleagues are 
concerned that changes in our 
microbiome early in life may 
contribute to weight problems 
later. “We’re in the middle of an 
epidemic of obesity that is very 
severe,” Blaser said.

“It’s relatively recent, but it’s 
widespread across the United 
States and across the world. And 
increased calories and decreased 
exercise seem insufficient to ex-
plain obesity.”

We might be changing our 
microbiome for the worse, he 
said, by using antibiotics too 
often. In a recent NIH-funded 
study, Blaser’s team found that 
low-dose antibiotic therapy af-
fected the gut microbiomes of 
young mice.

Antibiotics also altered how 
the mice used sugars and fats. 
After seven weeks, treated mice 

had up to 15 
percent more 
fat than untreat-
ed mice. This 
and other stud-
ies suggest that 
gut bacteria can 
affect both ap-
petite and how 
you use energy 
in food.

In related 
work, Dr. Leon-
ardo Trasande, 
Blaser and col-
leagues analyzed data from more 
than 11,000 children. Although 
the results weren’t conclusive, 
they suggested that infants given 
antibiotics might be at increased 
risk of becoming overweight. 
More work will be needed to 
confirm this connection.

“Microbes in our intestines 
may play critical roles in how 
we absorb calories,” Trasande 
said. “Exposure to antibiotics, 
especially early in life, may kill 
off healthy bacteria that influence 
how we absorb nutrients into our 
bodies and would otherwise keep 
us lean.”

Microbes are also important 
for your skin, one of the body’s 
first lines of defense against ill-
ness and injury. Skin health de-
pends on the delicate balance 
between your own cells and the 
microbes that live on its surface. 

“Basically, the healthy bacteria 
are filling all those little niches 
so that the more dangerous bac-
teria can’t get a foothold onto 
the skin,” said Dr. Julie Segre of 
NIH.

Segre and other NIH research-
ers looked at skin microbes 
collected from different body 
regions on healthy volunteers. 
They found that body location 
had a huge effect on which types 
of bacteria lived. For example, 
bacteria living under the arms 
are more similar to those under 
another person’s arm than to the 
bacteria on one’s own forearm.

Microbes are also important to 
the body’s infection-fighting im-
mune system. In one recent study, 
NIH scientists examined special 
mice that were born and raised to 
be germ-free. These mice seemed 
to have a weak immune function. 
In contrast, normal mice have vi-
brant bacterial communities and 
a rich variety of immune cells 
and molecules on their skin.

The germ-free mice were ex-
posed to Staphylococcus epider-
midis, one of the most common 
bacteria on human skin. Adding 
this one species of bacteria boost-
ed immune function in the mouse 
skin. The mice with S. epidermi-
dis were able to defend against 
a parasite, whereas the bacteria-
free mice weren’t.

“We often have a sense that the 

bacteria that live on our skin are 
harmful,” Segre said. “But in this 
study we show that these bacteria 
can play an important role in pro-
moting health by preventing skin 
infections from becoming more 
prolonged, pronounced and more 
serious.”

There’s strong evidence that 
the microbes in the female repro-
ductive tract affect reproductive 
health and help protect against 
disease. A recent study also found 
a diverse community of microbes 
in the male urinary tract and on 
the male organ.

NIH-funded researchers are 
investigating other positive roles 
for microbes. One major area of 
research concerns allergy-related 
conditions, including childhood 
asthma, skin allergies, hay fever 
and eczema.

So what can you do to protect 
against microbes that cause in-
fection but take care of the ones 
that help you? We know that 
washing our hands is important 
for removing harmful microbes 
- for example, before eating or 
after using the bathroom.

Other less obvious things can 
affect your skin microbes, Segre 
said. The lotions and creams you 
use can provide a barrier to pro-
tect your skin’s moisture, “but in 
fact you’re also putting a fertil-
izer onto the microbial garden,” 
Segre said. “You’re really chang-
ing the food source for the bacte-
ria that live on your skin.” 

There’s not one right answer 
about which skin products are 
best for you, she explained. She 
suggested to experiment to see 
how different ones affect your 
skin.

Many researchers worry that 
some people are trying to get too 
clean. Blaser thinks that people 
are using sanitizers and antibiotic 
products too often these days. 
“Obviously, there are many bad 
germs, but I think we’ve gone 
overboard and it looks like try-
ing to get rid of the bad guys has 
had a collateral effect on the good 
guys.”

You’re never alone when it 
comes to your microbes. But 
don’t get squeamish about it. Just 
remember how much you need 
them.

Your microbes and you, 
the good, bad and ugly

NIH News in Health Wire

BASICS
ACK TO

P R O J E C T

•	 Helping	Students	Improve	Math	and	Language	Skills
•	 Helping	Students	Improve	Critical	Thinking	Skills					
•	 Helping	Students	Learn	to	Work	Independently								
•	 Helping	Students	Develop	a	Love	for	Learning	

Seedpod empowerment InStItute

CALL
NOW 769-798-5247 Don’t wait 

until it’s 
too late.

Tutoring Grades 3-12

Crushed 
Concrete 
For Sale

MDOT Approved #6-10 Crushed Con-
crete Driveway Material

Pick Up Price Our Yard $ 20.00/ SQ.YD.                

Delivered Price 20 Mile Radius $ 27.00/ 
SQ.YD. (12 YARD MIN.)

Material Delivered & Installed $ 31.50/ 
SQ.YD.  (12 YARD MIN.)

Call 601.850.6519

NIH News in Health Wire



T u e s d a y 
night, Nov. 6, 
was historic. 
Barack Obama 
was re-elected 
to the office of 
the presidency.

With tears flowing, I 
watched on my television as 
the president of the United 
States of America entered the 
auditorium with his wife and 
two daughters to the roaring 
applause of more than 10,000 
approving supporters to offer 
his acceptance speech after 
his victory over challenger 
Mitt Romney.

He won the election with 
the help of African Ameri-
cans, Latinos, women, poor, 
rich, moderates and young 
Americans.

Without the Lord, Barack 
Obama would have been a 
one term president.

Our sovereign God who 
rules and superintends every 
aspect of our lives, worked 
out everything for his glory. 
Yes, like it or not, President 
Obama was God’s choice.

The evidence is indisput-
able.Consider the following:

The God of the Bible is not 
only the creator of the entire 
universe; he is also greater 
than the universe. He cre-
ated something out of noth-

ing - no one can do that. He 
causes himself to exist: “I am 
that I am.” (He told Moses 
when he identified himself.) 
He is sovereign ruler over 
everyone and everything. He 
is the king and he created ev-
erything for his glory.

In the thirteenth chapter of 
Romans, the scriptures make 
it clear that it is God who 
sets up the authorities (kings, 
presidents, governors, etc.). 
Proverbs 21:1 states that 
“The king’s heart is in the 
hand of the LORD; he directs 
it like a watercourse wher-
ever he pleases.”

The Bible is not about us, 
it is all about God. We were 
created to bring the Lord glo-
ry. And because God is sov-
ereign, he can do whatever 
he wants. He is the king of 
His kingdom.

Now, consider President 
Obama. In 2008, he was 
elected the first African 
American president in the 
history of this great nation; 
against racism, against white 
supremacy, against all odds.

During his first campaign, 
I saw the power of God un-
fold. 

Before he was installed as 
president, conservatives, re-
publicans, racists and others 
vowed publically that they 
would ensure that he was 
only a one term president. 

They ran a weak, flip-flop-
ping opponent against him in 
his 2012 re-election bid, Mitt 
Romney. With racism hid-
ing behind the Tea Party, and 
the “good ole boy” system, 
Romney became a real threat 
to un-sitting this president.

They said joblessness and 
a weak economy were the 
president’s fault. They said 
no president (except Franklin 
D. Roosevelt) had been re-
elected under similar condi-
tions. 

President Obama had no 
chance. But God!

Against all of these odds, 
God performed another mir-
acle, not for us, but for His 
glory. And the Lord is allow-
ing us to enjoy his miracle. 

Now, some of you may ask 
why God chose Obama after 
he supported same sex mar-
riage and abortions?

Well, the Bible is clear that 
God does not support same 
sex marriage or homosexual-
ity or abortions. But those are 
subjects for future columns.

For now remember this: 
God is sovereign and can 
choose and use anyone. God 
has made President Obama 
His choice as part of His plan 
for His glory. 

To God be the glory.
Lonnie Ross is a licensed 

Baptist minister and resides 
in Jackson, Miss.

Cancer knows no face, no color, no age. It strikes 
quietly and at different paces. It brings about so many 
changes in so many ways. One woman who knows 
that the disease cannot only change a life but change 
a family is Angela Beaman (right), wife, mother and 
member of College Hill Missionary Baptist Church.  

Beaman, who is a two-year breast cancer survi-
vor, recently participated in the 2012 Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer walk in Jackson. Her husband, 
Jerome (center), and daughter, Jasmine (left), partici-
pated in the walk with her - making it a family affair. 

By Lonnie Ross
Online Editor
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Walk against cancer – a family affair Obama was God’s 
choice for president

R e i g n i n g  A n n o u n c e m e n t s

St. Paul M. B. Church, 3529 Ingersoll St., Jackson, will host its annual fall revival services 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, Nov. 13 – 15, at 7:15 p.m. The Rev. Ted T. Taylor Sr., 
pastor of New St. John M. B. Church of Jonesboro, Ark., will be the guest evangelist. For 
more information call 601-981-1051.

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park Rd., Flora, will 
host choir day, Sunday, Nov. 11, at 2 p.m. The speaker for the day will be Elder Jonathan 
Anderson. For more information, visit www.holycityempowermentministries.com or call 601-
879-3999.

Evangelist Temple House of Refuge for all Nations COGIC, 704 University Blvd, Jack-
son, will host its 2012 ET Mississippi Jurisdictional Holy Convocation Monday through Fri-
day, Nov. 12 – 16, at 7:30 p.m. On Thursday, a noon service will be held. For more informa-
tion, call 601-352-5405 or 601-355-1021.

The Jackson District Deaconesses/Mothers/Widows Unit will host its 5th Annual Fel-
lowship Banquet, Friday, Nov. 9, at 7 p.m. at College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave., 
Jackson. Tickets are $15 per person. For more information, call 601-672-7356 or 601-968-
8868.

Turning Point Mission Center, 1814 Shady Lane Drive, Jackson, will host its 2012 Fall 
Revival Nov. 15 - 17, 6:45 p.m. Devine Worship Saturday, Nov. 17, 11:00 p.m. The theme is 
“Our Great God!” Guest speaker will be Evangelist Michael B. Harris of Elizabethtown, Ky. 
For more information contact senior pastor Elder Michael F. Owen or co-pastor Elder Arnette 
D. Owen at 601-372-1080 or email tpmc@lighthousetp.org

The Mississippi Link Newswire



College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of November 8

1. Awesome    Pastor Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago 
1.Take Me to The King   Tamela Mann featuring Kirk Franklin 
3. It’s Not Over    Israel & New Breed featuring James Fortune and Nelson 
4. Life & Favor (You Don’t Know) John P. Kee and New Life  
5. Hold On     James Fortune & FIYA featuring Monica and Fred Hammond 
6. Shifting The Atmosphere  Jason Nelson     Shifting The Atmosphere 
7. Go Get It    Mary Mary     Go Get It 
8. Let The Church Say Amen  Andrae Crouch Featuring Marvin Sapp     
9. Lay It Down    Troy Sneed 
10. Testimony    Anthony Brown & group therAPy

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Crossroads Church of  God

Sunday Morning 
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Sch: 10 a.m.

Office Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday
12 p.m. - 5 p.m

Sunday Worship 
Service: 11:15 a.m.
(Fellowship following 
worship service 1st 
Sundays)

Wednesday 
Prayer/Bible 
Study: 7 p.m.

Listen to Pastor Green
‘Presenting the Gospel”

WMGO Radio 1370
Thursday 10 - 10-20 a.m.

231-A John Day Road  •  Off Hwy 16 East  •  Canton, MS 39046 
Church: 601-859-2858  •  Home: 601-667-3626

Pastor & Mrs. Simeon R. Green III
Sharing The Love Of Christ With Others

A few years 
ago, I wrote about 
attending a min-
istry conference 
where the speaker 
Dr. Frances Myl-
es brought up the 
issue of shifts and 

transitions. What I remember most 
about his statement is when he 
said that many people can accept 
change but can’t handle transition. 

He then explained how he saw 
change as a sudden situational shift 
but that transition was the process 
of letting go of the way things used 
to be and grabbing hold of those 
things as they will be.

Once again, I see how Myles’ 
words can be applied to this year’s 
presidential election. President 
Obama’s first term was character-
ized by a number of things, includ-
ing division, backlash and some of 
the most negative political rhetoric 
in our nation’s history. As much as 
he tried to bring change and tran-
sition, he was met with opposition 
every step of the way.

Now comes the hard part: the 
transition … and beginning the 
process of moving forward, gain.  
Some will embrace transition be-
cause their candidate won; others 
will fight the transition because 
their candidate lost. One way that 
we can ensure that we move for-
ward successfully is by praying for 
God’s guidance.

However, unlike last time, he 
won’t need a transition team to help 
him as he moves into the White 
House. But we can do our part and 
be a part of the “transition team” by 
offering prayers for him, his family 
and his administration.

I’d like to offer this prayer from 

my former pastor Rev. Dr. Jerome 
McNeil Jr. to pray during what 
might still be a challenging time of 
transition, as we keep in mind the 
words of Jeremiah 29:11: “I will 
bless you with a future filled with 
hope - a future of success, not of 
suffering. You will turn back to me 
and ask for help and I will answer 
your prayers.”

Dear Lord:
We come before you with humil-

ity and awareness of your mercy 
and grace. We seek now a divine 
intervention for the President and 
his family. We pray for extraordi-
nary wisdom and dependence upon 
you in the circumstances he faces.

May the celebratory actions 
of the victory not cause us to lose 
sight of your presence in this out-
come. May you inhabit the praises 
of your people. Surround him with 
people of integrity and faith. May 
this nation experience healing in 
unfathomed proportions.

Lord, let us as your people not 
neglect the awareness of our re-
maining and unchanging depen-
dence upon you. Allow us to handle 
victory in the solemn awareness of 
how quickly people forget.

May we draw strength and 
peace to know that your hand and 
will can never be forgotten. We just 
want to say thank you for the hope 
that you always give us and the 
love you always have shown us. We 
honor your Holy name and pray 
for the Obama family now and for-
ever more. In Jesus Name, AMEN!

Shewanda Riley is author of Es-
sence’s best-seller, “Love Hang-
over: Moving from Pain to Purpose 
after a Relationship ends.” Contact 
her at lovehangover@juno.com; 
visit www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.com

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

God’s 2012 
transition team 

P R E S E R v E D
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As we continue 
our study on learn-
ing “How to Please 
God,” I’d like to 
begin where we 
left off last week, 
at point two of the 

four things God said we can do that 
pleases Him.

Point two instructs us to “Walk 
with God.” Deuteronomy 10:12 
reads: “…to walk in all His ways 
…” We cannot walk in our own 
way and expect God to be pleased 
with us. We recall Enoch who 
walked with God and the Lord was 
so pleased with him, he didn’t let 
Enoch die but raptured him up to 
heaven.

This tells us that if we walk with 
God, we will have life and life 
more abundantly. Some people are 
depressed with their lives, because 
they are walking in their own way. 
If they start to walk with God, they 
would find new life in their Chris-
tianity. God is so awesome and 
complete in every way and lacks 
nothing.

Acts 4:13 says, “Now when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and 
John and perceived that they were 
unlearned and ignorant men, they 
marveled, because they knew that 
they had been with Jesus.” In oth-
er words, Jesus had rubbed off on 
them. When we walk in the way of 
the Lord, His goodness, love, mercy 
and anointing will rub off on us.

The Hebrew word for walk is 
‘yalak’ and one definition for this 
word means ‘to flow.’ To walk with 
God is to get in the flow of what He 
is doing. Many Christians miss out 
on what God is doing around them 
and what He can do in their lives 
because they are not in the flow of 
God. God speaks all the time, but 
many people don’t walk with Him, 

so they can’t hear His voice. 
Point three instructs us to “Love 

God.” God requires His people to 
love Him. The Hebrew word for 
love here means friend, affection-
ate. Many Christians are like Peter 
used to be. Remember these words 
as recorded in Mark 14:31 in the 
BBE translation, “But he said with 
passion, if I have to be put to death 
with you, I will not be false to you 
or deny you. And they all said the 
same.”

Notice Peter said this with en-
ergy, zeal and passion, but this was 
zeal without real love. If there can 
be zeal without knowledge, then 
surely there can be zeal without 
love. Some church folk may have 
zeal, but it’s without real love for 
God. It is because when they are 
tested, they find it hard to stand on 
God’s word.

Prior to the cross, Peter found 
it hard to be true to Jesus when 
tested, and he discovered that he re-
ally didn’t love Jesus as much as he 
thought. Chances are you don’t love 
Jesus as much as you think, and you 
won’t find out until you are met 
with some hard, tough decisions to 
remain faithful and true to God.

The real test to let you know if 
you really love Jesus is to ask your-
self: Am I ready to die? Am I ready 
to lay down my life for Jesus right 
now? Jesus proved this with His 
own words in John 15:13, “Greater 
love has no man than this that a man 
lay down his life for his friends.” In 
other words, the greatest expression 
of real love is a willingness to die 
for someone.

Let me shake you all up for a sec-
ond. If you don’t have this kind of 
love for God, chances are God is not 
pleased with you. I believe the more 
pleased God is with us, the more He 
blesses us. With this in mind, this 
means that we are not getting ev-
erything we can from God. We are 

not capitalizing on the blessings of 
God because we are not trying to 
maximize our love for God. 

Here is a biblical picture of love 
that is maximized for God: Deuter-
onomy 6:5 says, “…you shall love 
the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might.”

When we love God with all of 
our heart, mind, soul and strength, 
we will do what Jesus did when He 
was in the Garden of Gethsemane 
awaiting the beginning of His suf-
fering. Although His flesh wanted 
to get out of it, yet the love He had 
for God made Him say “not my will 
but thy will be done.” Loving God 
with all your heart will make you 
go against your flesh and agree with 
God in the spirit.

Many people are in an uphill 
battle when it comes to loving 
God with all their hearts because 
they have a problem with loving 
each other. How can people love 
God more deeply when they don’t 
even show each other love like they 
should? This means that it may be a 
while before we get close to really 
pleasing God the way we should.

Point three instructs us: “Serve 
God.” This is the last thing in 
Deuteronomy 10:12 that we are 
required to do in order to please 
God. The word ‘serve’ is abad in 
Hebrew, which means to work. God 
never sleeps nor slumbers. He’s al-
ways on the job. When you sleep, 
He watches over you. He is a busy 
God. Therefore, God is not amused 
by lazy Christians. 

This is why He inspired the 
Apostle Paul to write verses like 1 
Timothy 4:14, “Do not neglect the 
gift that is in you…”; and 2 Timo-
thy 1:6, “Stir up the gift of God 
which is in you….”

Re-awaken the gift. The Greek 
word for gift is charisma which 
means a divine donation or privi-

lege, joy or honor or treat. It is a 
religious qualification (you are 
qualified to do what you do when it 
comes to your spiritual gift). Semi-
nary doesn’t have to qualify you 
when you are called to do some-
thing. Charisma also means miracu-
lous ability or talent.

When God gives you a gift that is 
supposed to help and bless people, 
He does not intend for you to sit on 
that gift. Jesus gave the parable of 
the talents in Matthew 25:26. The 
one who buried his talent and didn’t 
use it is the one Jesus called lazy 
and wicked. It is wicked not to use 
a gift God has given you that can 
bless others and bring glory to God.

Another definition for the He-
brew word ‘serve’ is worshipper. 
Synonyms for worshipper are par-
ticipant, believer or convert. So 
when you serve, it reflects that you 
are a convert or believer in Christ. If 
you don’t serve, it sends the wrong 
message…, that you might not be 
who you profess to be.

Lastly, if serve means worshipper 
in Hebrew, then when you serve the 
Lord you are worshipping Him as 
well. If you call yourself worship-
ping God on Sunday but don’t serve 
Him or use your spiritual gifts, then 
you may not be worshipping God 
for real. When you serve the Lord, 
this pleases Him.

Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor 
of Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison. Collier re-
ceived degrees from Criswell Col-
lege in Dallas, Texas; Southern 
Methodist University - Perkins 
School of Theology; and a Master’s 
of Divinity from Memphis Theologi-
cal Seminary. A pastor for 23 years, 
Collier is currently employed as a 
part-time chaplain for Tyson Foods 
in Vicksburg. He can be reached by 
calling 601.260.3016 or by calling 
the church at 601.855.7898 or e-
mail him at karab5@live.com

Learning to please God, Part VI
By Rev. Leon Collier 
Special to The Mississippi Link
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
LEGAL PUBLICATIONS FOR 2013

Pursuant to Section 21-39-3 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, 
notice is hereby given that the City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jack-
son”), seeks competitive bids for the City of Jackson’s annual contract for 
legal publications.

Sealed bids will be received in the Office of the City Clerk at City Hall in 
the City of Jackson, until 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, November 27, 2012, for the 
publication of the City of Jackson’s proceedings, ordinances, resolutions, 
and other notices required to be published.  All submitted bids should be 
sealed and plainly marked “Bid for Legal Publications” on the outside of the 
envelope.

Each bidder is responsible for documenting its bid with the necessary attach-
ments evidencing its qualifications and compliance with all relevant criteria 
set forth in Section 13-3-31 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended.

Bid should be submitted based on a “per word” rate of a one hundred word 
advertisement published three (3) times and a single proof of publication.  
The quoted per word rate will be for a first, second, and third publication and 
evaluated to the nearest one millionth of a dollar, e.g., $0.999999.  Bidders 
should also include a flat rate for supplying a proof of publication.  Bids 
forms may be obtained from the Office of the City Clerk.

The successful bidder will be awarded a one-year contract for the term of 
January 1, 2013, through December 31, 2013.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

By: Brenda Pree, City Clerk

 11/8/12, 11/15/12

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Build-
ing, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 12/13/2012, 
for:

 RE: GS# 377-001 Mech. Repairs - Lockeed Martin 
  Stennis Space Center (Office of Capitol Facilities) 
  (Department of Finance and Administration)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Allred Architectural Group, PA 
 Address:     810 Iberville Dr
   Ocean Springs, Mississippi 39564

 Phone:  228-762-1975

A deposit of $50.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

 11/8/12, 11/15/12

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Prop-
erty Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, 
Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 12/13/2012, for:

 RE: GS# 101-292 Bowles Hall Renovations 
  Alcorn State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
 Address:     500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216

 Phone:  601-969-7543

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

 11/8/12, 11/15/12
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO RE-BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City 
of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 13, 2012, for the 
purchase of certain City-owned property, parcel # 177-1 (a vacant lot), located at 
343 W. South Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bidding for this property will start at 
$2000.  The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress 
and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or for 
a “bid form”, contact Valerie Skinner at (601) 960-2266 or vskinner@city.jackson.
ms.us 

RE-BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and deliv-
ered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President 
St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “South Street Property”, 
along with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  
Bids will be opened on Tuesday, November 13, 2012, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

10/25/12, 11/1/12, 11/8/12

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES THAT WARD 3 
COUNCILWOMAN LARITA COOPER-STOKES WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING 
TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF REENACTING A CURFEW ORDINANCE 
WITHIN THE CITY OF JACKSON.  THE HEARING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 20, 2012 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS IN CITY HALL, 
219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 39205. 

11/8/12

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR COMFORT INN

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A  PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
SIGN VARIANCE FOR COMFORT INN TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT ON TUES-
DAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2012 AT 6:00 P.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY 
HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  IN-
TERESTED CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT 
THE SIGNS & LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

11/8/12

For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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CITY OF JaCKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ReQUeST FOR STaTeMeNTS OF QUalIFICaTIONS 

FOR aRCHITeCTURal aND eNgINeeRINg SeRVICeS

The City of Jackson Department of Public Works is seeking Statements of Quali-
fication (SOQ) from architectural, engineering, and surveying firms for a variety 
of professional services.  The SOQ must be submitted in a sealed envelope or 
box to the Office of the Director of Public Works located at 200 South President 
Street Suite 509, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 on or before November 26, 2012 at 
3:30 P.M. Central Standard Time.

Firms interested in providing professional services to the City are encouraged to 
submit one or more SOQ in the following fields:

Architecture   Civil/Site Design
Construction/Project Management Disaster & Recovery Management
Drainage/Flood Control  Electrical Engineering
Environmental/Energy Services  Geotechnical/Materials Testing
Interior Design   Landscape Architecture/Parks
Mechanical Engineering  Solid Waste
Stormwater/Erosion Control  Streets and Bridge Engineering
Structural Engineering & Evaluation Surveying/Staking
Traffic Engineering/ITS  Water/Sanitary Sewer Utilities Engineering
Other 

Two (2) complete SOQ packets shall be submitted for each area the firm desires 
consideration.

As the need for professional services for certain capital improvement projects 
arises, the SOQs for the related category of work will be evaluated according to 
the City’s standard evaluation procedure.  The SOQ solicitation process will oc-
cur two (2) times a year.  The SOQ will remain on file with the Director of Public 
Works for a period of twelve (12) months.  Any firm submitting SOQs will not 
be required to resubmit until their twelve (12) month period has expired unless 
changes within the firm necessitate re-submittal sooner.  The SOQs must con-
form to requirements as outlined in the SOQ documents as furnished by the City 
of Jackson Department of Public Works.  Statements of Qualification not meeting 
stated criteria and not submitted on forms furnished by the Department of Public 
Works will be returned to applicant marked incomplete.  

Certain state and federal funding sources may require that the City of Jackson 
advertise a separate request for proposals for a specific project.  For these types 
of projects, the SOQ submitted as a response to this request will not be consid-
ered. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. Therefore, the City of Jackson requests that prospective vendors 
and contractors carefully examine their method of selecting subcontractors and 
suppliers, to ensure that they are not either actively, or passively, discriminat-
ing against Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs) and Female Business En-
terprises (FBEs). As a bidder seeking to do business with the City of Jackson, 
you are expected to adhere to a policy of non-discrimination, and to make the 
maximum practicable effort to ensure that historically underutilized firms are 
given an opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts financed in 
whole, or in part, with City funds. For further details about complying with this 
ordinance, please contact the Office of Economic Development, phone number 
(601) 960-1638.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan applications and copies 
of the program are available at 200 South President Street, 2nd floor, Jackson, 
Mississippi.  

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all 
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, 
or sex in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating 
and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employ-
ment, initiatives, and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, corporations, 
and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to con-
tract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist 
the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employ-
ment opportunities.

SOQ paper forms may be obtained from the Engineering Division of Public 
Works, 200 South President Street, Suite 424, Warren A. Hood Building, Jack-
son, MS.  Electronic SOQ forms can be obtained by calling the Engineering Divi-
sion at (601) 960-1651.

Sean Perkins  Dan Gaillet, P.E. 
Chief of Staff  Public Works Director
Senior Assistant CAO

 11/8/12, 11/15/12

legal

SeCTION 901
aDVeRTISeMeNT

CITY OF JaCKSON
CaPITOl STReeT IMPROVeMeNTS, PHaSe 1

TCSP-8312-00(001) lPa/106058-801000

The City Clerk of the City of Jackson will receive bids for the new street layout from the 
Gallatin Street to State Street on Capitol Street, Federal-Aid Project No. TCSP-8312-
00(001)LPA, no later than 3:30 P.M., Local Prevailing Time, December 11,2012, in the 
City Clerk’s Office located at 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All bids 
so received will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A pre-bid meeting will be held at 
10:00 a.m., November 28, 2012, in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room on the first 
floor of the Warren Hood Building, 200 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. 

The contract time for this project is 610 calendar days.

This project contains Add Options and the low bidder will be determined based upon 
the following:

All add options prices will be added to the based bid price and the project will be award-
ed to the bidder that has the lowest total (base plus add options) bid price for the project.  
After the project has been awarded to the lowest bidder and prior to the execution of 
the contract, the City of Jackson will select which, if any, add options will be added to 
the contract. 

The work shall consist essentially of the following items:
• Converting the existing traffic on Capitol Street, from Gallatin Street to State Street, 
from one-way eastbound operation to two-way circulation.
• Removal of the parking garage ramps between Farish Street and Lamar Street. 
• Reconstruction of the street and sidewalks, from Gallatin Street to Lamar Street, and 
reconstruction of the intersections at West Street and Congress Street.  
• Capitol Street, from Lamar Street to State Street, will be re-striped for two-way traffic.
• Construction of mini-roundabouts at four intersections, 
• Traffic signal modifications at 5 intersections, 
• Improvement of sidewalks in order to meet ADA criteria and installation of conduits for 
street lighting installation by others.
• Landscaping along Capitol Street from Gallatin Street to Lamar Street and at the inter-
sections of West Street and Congress Street.   

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the respon-
sibility of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor, equipment and 
materials required by the specifications and the drawings referred to therein.

The attention of bidders is directed to the Contract Provisions governing selection and 
employment of labor. Minimum wage rates for Federal-Aid projects have been prede-
termined by the Secretary of labor and are subject to Public Law 87-581 Work hours Act 
of 1962, set forth in the Contract Provisions.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that it will affirmatively insure that in any 
contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged and women’s busi-
ness enterprises will be afforded the full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, or national 
origin in consideration for an award. The DBE goal for this project is 10 percent.

The award of this contract will be contingent upon the Contractor satisfying the DBE/
WBE requirements.

The plans, contract documents and special provision, and proposal forms are on file for 
public inspection at the following locations: 

1.City of Jackson Engineering Division, 200 S. President Street Suite 424, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39201.
2.Neel-Schaffer Inc., 125 South Congress Street, Suite 1100, Jackson, Mississippi, 
39201. 

All documents required for bidding purposes may be obtained from Neel-Schaffer Inc., 
125 South Congress Street, Suite 1100, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201 (Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 22625 Jackson, MS 39225-2625) upon payment of $450.00 for each set, 
which will not be refunded.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a Certified Check on a solvent bank or a Bidder’s 
Bond issued by a surety Company licensed to operate in the State of Mississippi, in the 
amount of five percent (5%) of the total bid price, payable to the City of Jackson as bid 
surety. Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if requested by the City. 
The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Contract bond in the amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount.

The proposal and contract documents in its entirety shall be submitted in a sealed enve-
lope and deposited with the City Clerk, 219 South President Street Jackson, MS prior to 
the hour and date above designated.  No bidder may withdraw his bid within sixty (60) 
days after the date of actual bid opening, without Owner’s consent.

Work to be performed shall be in accordance with the Mississippi Road and Bridge 
Construction (the 2004 edition) together with all amendments and/or special provisions 
and/or addenda to the standards duly approved and adopted, unless otherwise noted 
in these specifications. The 2004 Edition of the Mississippi Standard Specifications for 
Road and Bridge Construction, adopted by the Mississippi Department of Transpor-
tation, as referred to herein, may be purchased from the Mississippi Department of 
Transportation.
 
Bidders are hereby notified that award will not be made to any bidder submitting a 
proposal involving omissions or irregularities outlined in Section 102 of the 2004 Edi-
tion of the Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, or accompanied 
by letters qualifying any manner the conditions under which the proposal is tendered.

No (bid proposal) will be sold after 12:00 o’clock Noon, of the day preceding the Adver-
tised Date for receipt of bids.

The City of Jackson, Jackson, Mississippi

BY Dan Gaillet, P.E.Sean Perkins
Director, Public WorksChief of Staff

11/8/12, 11/15/12
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NOTICe TO bIDDeRS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid 
must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, December 04, 2012, at which 
time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South 
President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

 67027-120412  Eighteen-Month Supply of Corrugate 
   Steel, Polyethylene Pipes
   And Various Parts

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of 
bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accor-
dance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi 
Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  
As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit 
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Applica-
tion, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth 
by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply 
with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or of-
fer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the 
City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development 
at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application 
and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also re-
serves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid 
submitted.  Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting 
the lowest net price in accordance with specifications.  The award could be 
according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; 
or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered 
when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to 
advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total 
cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will 
be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the 
City will make that determination during the bid review.

Janet Allison, CPPB, Supervisor
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1022 or (601) 960-1025

 11/8/12, 11/15/12

Drivers CDL A, Full & Part Time
Mon-Fri, 1Yr Exp. & Clean MVR

Excellent Pay & Benefits

Apply Online www.nuway.com
or call 800-232-9243

legal

HelP WaNTeD – PROFeSSIONal                                                               

Development Director (Staff Officer II) – Mississippi Public Broadcasting (MPB) seeks 
a seasoned professional as the agency’s development director. The development di-
rector is a fundraising position at Mississippi Public Broadcasting, responsible for rais-
ing funds and developing and implementing programming for television pledge and 
radio drive campaigns. The position will work to maintain a Friends of Mississippi Public 
Broadcasting group and help the agency grow its lists of citizen and business partners. 
The development director will be a liaison between Mississippi Public Broadcasting and 
its separate fundraising entity, the Foundation for Public Broadcasting. Public broad-
casting experience is a plus. The successful candidate will have strong organizational 
skills and the ability to work in a team environment to enable the agency to develop 
new fundraising streams and reach potential donors. The successful candidate must 
possess strong communication skills, both written and verbal. The development direc-
tor will work in an environment of collaboration and innovation, and will be expected 
to work with agency and Foundation directors to help the agency achieve fundraising 
goals. Other duties as determined by the executive director may be assigned to the 
agency’s development director. Salary: Competitive. For complete job description/req. 
go to www.mpbonline.org. SUBMIT: State of Mississippi application Mississippi Public 
Broadcasting, Attn: Personnel,  3825 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS 39211.  Open 
until Filled.  EOE 

Cindy Neal, Human Resources Director 
11/8/12

DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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FLATBED
DRIVERS
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Call 662-494-1637, ext. 202 or 245
Home Office in West Point, MS

For More Information. EOE.

STUMPS?
50% Discount!

Limited Time Only!
Call Now For Details
and Appointment.
Call Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Order Newspaper Ads
Statewide or Nationally

Online...

mspress.org
• Classified Ads

• Small Display Ads

Or Call Your Local
Newspaper or MS Press
Assn at 601-981-3060
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!!! DIALYSIS ALERT !!! 
FDA Warning issued for 

GranuFlo® and NaturaLyte®

If you or a loved one used  GranuFlo® or Nat-
uraLyte® in a dialysis treatment between Janu-
ary 2008 and June 2012 and suffered a heart
attack, heart damage, stroke or death within 48
hours, you or your loved one may have been
injured by this product.  

Know Your Legal Rights!
Contact attorney 

Robert G. “Trey” Taylor, III* 
for free consultation at (601) 826-0520 
or  by email at RT3ATTY@gmail.com.  

*More information about attorney is available at the Mississippi State Bar
(601) 355-8635 and the Texas State Bar (512) 427-1463.   Principal office :
Houston, Texas. 
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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Book Review:
“Pinned”
ByShaRon G. Flake  
  c.2012, ScholaStic PReSS
   $17.99 / $19.99 canada  •  240 PaGeS

“The boy you like is a very 
sharp dresser. He always looks 
so fine. He’s tall and he smells 
good. He’s got a smile that 
makes his eyes crinkle and hair 
you want to touch. 

“The boy you like is so sweet. 
Unfortunately, the boy you like 
isn’t yours. But that doesn’t 
stop some people.”

In the new book “Pinned” by 
Sharon G. Flake, girl plus boy 
is a match in more ways than 
one.

Not one of 14-year-old Au-
tumn’s friends liked Adonis. 
Peaches, her bestie, thought he 
was stuck up. She said Autumn 
could do better and that she 
barely knew Adonis. Peaches 
wanted Autumn to focus on 
school and their together-dream 
of opening a restaurant-bakery. 

She didn’t want Autumn 
to think of Adonis at all. And 
maybe Peaches was right about 
that, but Autumn had her eye 
on the boy. He might be in a 
wheelchair, but he was nice and 
he was smart.

Adonis was the wrestling 
team manager and Autumn was 
the only girl on the team, so 
they were together just about 
every day during practice. She 
made sure they were together at 
other times, too.

She might not know Adonis 
very well…, but that could 
change. Still Adonis thought 
that girl was a pain. If Autumn 
weren’t one of the team’s best 
wrestlers, he’d talk to Coach 
about her. 

Adonis, himself, told her to 
leave him alone several times, 
but she just didn’t get it. As a 
freshman in high school, he had 
his future all mapped out. It 
did not include some grammar-
challenged, rap-singing, fast-
talking girl from the bad side of 
town.

Autumn was always talking, 
blah-blah-blah. Couldn’t shut 
up, always asking him ques-
tions. But mama thought Au-
tumn was sweet. She said to 
give Autumn a chance.

Adonis just wished that wres-
tling season was over. He’d be 
glad. Maybe that girl would fi-
nally, completely be out of his 
hair.

When Autumn’s grades kept 
her out of championship com-
petition, Adonis regretted his 
wish. She started to hang out 
with him more, and she was al-
ways crying. He hated that be-
cause it made him feel helpless. 
It made him want to comfort 
her. It made him want to kiss 
her….

Here’s a secret: I hate gushy 
novels. So imagine how happy 
I was to see that “Pinned” is a 
totally different kind of boy-
meets-girl story.

First of all, this book definite-
ly lacks attitude and teen-queen 
drama. It’s not populated with 
over-the-top rich divas. No, au-
thor Sharon G. Flake’s charac-
ters are just average kids.

Autumn is a little street-
smart. Adonis is a big jerk. 
She’s eager to change - first for 
a boy and then for herself. He 
starts to accept his softer side 
as he learns that vulnerability 
won’t derail his dreams.

That makes this a wonderful 
first-love story that’s sweet and 
clean without hearts-and-flow-
ers gushiness. Ahhhh!

While this book is meant 
for 12-to-16-year-olds, anyone 
who loves a good story will find 
it to be quick and endearing. In 
lacking a bunch of eye-roll-in-
ducing fluff, “Pinned” is really 
quite sharp.

By Terri S. Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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The Williams sisters say they 
want to inspire children to dream 
big.

“We were really able to break 
the mold and win a lot of Grand 
Slams and a lot of tournaments. 
Not only that but we kind of 
change the face of tennis,” Serena 
said Wednesday, Oct. 31, before 
an exhibition match against her 
sister in Lagos, Nigeria, Friday, 
Nov. 2.

“We were able to break the mold 
in a sport that was really dominat-
ed by white people. It doesn’t mat-
ter what your background is and 
where you come from. If you have 
dreams, if you have goals, that’s 

all that really mat-
ters,” Serena said.

In Nigeria for the 
first time, the sisters 
made a stop to play 
tennis with children, 
offspring of the na-
tion’s wealthiest at a 
private club on Ikoyi 
Island. But play-
ing with rich kids 
wasn’t the focus.

Turns out the sisters have a few 
more years left in tennis. Although 
Serena publicly expressed her 
waning care for the game, the Wil-
liams sisters are focused on raking 
in more titles.

“We were talking … about how 

we can’t wait to get to Rio,” Sere-
na said, commenting that the 2016 
Olympics is their main focus right 
now.

“And obviously, being that 
we’re both healthy, that’s our goal 
to be there.”

ENTERTAINMENT
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Denzel’s Oscar buzz for ‘Flight’ 
tempered by online boycott threat

Denzel Washington has done it 
again. His new star vehicle, “Flight,” 
made $25 million after its debut in 
only 1,900 theaters and already sur-
passed the $30 million gamble previ-
ously set by Paramount.

To think, the star and the film’s di-
rector, Robert Zemeckis, took a pay 
cut just to be on the safe side. But 
these amazing numbers have set the 
studio abuzz, as they aim for over-
drive in an all out Oscar campaign 
blitz.

Already, a new 90-second “acad-
emy” trailer targeted specifically 
for awards voters has been created. 
By highlighting the film’s ensemble 
cast, the studio hopes to also get the 
attention of the SAG nominating 
committee.

“We’re getting out our message 
early via actor-centric websites and 
areas where actors congregate on-
line, including social media outlets,” 
wrote a key Paramount awards strat-

egist.
“Waiting until after opening 

weekend allowed us to highlight the 
critical raves which serve the dual 
purpose of continuing to engage 
movie goers along with capturing 
the attention of voters.”

With “Flight” as a major con-
tender already, Washington could 
be a shoo-in for his third Academy 
award in the Best Actor category. 
Paramount plans to introduce several 
other trailers in short order.

Unfortunately, it’s not all good 
news for Denzel as far as “Flight” is 
concerned. According to Dr. Boyce 
Watkins’ Black Blue Dog blog, some 
of Washington’s so-called “fans” are 
ready to boycott the film.

Citing a list of reasons that the 
film is not worthy of a first or sec-
ond look, they say that people should 
simply stay home and see Denzel’s 
next creative venture. A newly gen-
erated and released poster is creating 
a great deal of buzz on Facebook 

pages. 
In the film, Denzel “Dream Boat” 

Washington falls in love with the 
kind of “marginal” white woman 
who fills the nightmares of every 
black woman who has come to love 
Denzel more than her own husband. 
The film reminds black women of 
the trifling brothers who consider 
black women as viable mates for 
the night but inadequate to become 
wives and mothers. 

eurweb.com

Washington

Williams sisters

Williams sisters while in Nigeria 
have their eyes on 2016 Olympics 
eurweb.com
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November 7 - 13, 2012

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

GROUND  FRESH  DAILY  3  LBS.  OR  MORE

FRESH  
GROUND  BEEF

PER  LB.

$239

COOK'S

SHANK  PORTION  
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$149

FRESH  CUT

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

FAMILY  PACK,  POUND

$179
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SIRLOIN  TIP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$369

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SIRLOIN  TIP
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$399

FRESH  

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$289

FRESH  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$299

FRESH

FRYER 
LEG  QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$699

FRESH

FRYER
WINGS
FAMILY  PACK,  LB.

$229

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

CREAMED
SOUPS

CHICKEN,  MUSHROOM,  CELERY

2/$1
PEPSI  PRODUCTS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

4/$12
MARTHA  WHITE

CORN  MEAL 
& FLOUR

5  LB.  BAG

2/$5

PIGGLY  WIGGLY REAL

BUTTER
1  LB.  ...................................... 

$279

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SOUR  CREAM
8  OZ. .....................................89¢
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CHUNK  & SHREDDED

CHEESE
12  OZ. ......................................

2/$5
PILLSBURY  GRANDS

CINNAMON
ROLLS
5 CT. ....................................... 

2/$6
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

CREAM  
CHEESE
8  OZ. ......................................99¢

BRIGHT  &  EARLY

BREAKFAST
DRINK
59  OZ. .....................................99¢

FRESH  FROZEN

SELECT
VEGETABLES
2  LB.  BAG ..................................

2/$5
EDWARDS  FROZEN

CREAM  &
FRUIT  PIES
23.5 - 36  OZ. .............................. 

$499

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  REGULAR  &  DEEP  DISH

PIE  SHELLS
2  CT. .......................................  

$187

piggly wiggly

SWEET

FLORIDA
ORANGES

4  LB.  BAG

$299

SWEET

FLORIDA
TANGERINES

3  LB.  BAG

$299

FRESH

YELLOW
ONION

3  LB.

$149

FRESH

CALIFORNIA
CELERY

STALK

89¢

FRESH  IDAHO

RUSSET
POTATOES

8  LB.  BAG

$299

CRISP

GRANNY  SMITH
APPLES

PER  LB.

$100

1574 West Government Rd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low PricesThe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


