
Some Mississippians are just 
plain sick over Gov. Phil Bry-
ant’s refusal to accept federal 
fund for Medicaid expansion 
under the Affordable Care Act.

Moral Movement Mississippi 
held a rally Thursday, Octo-
ber 30, 2014 at Smith Park in 
downtown Jackson and deliv-
ered a letter to the governor’s 
mansion a block away urging 
Bryant to “sign the check,” 
which would bring health care 
coverage to 138,000 uninsured 
state residents. These are people 
who fall into the “gap” because 
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Basketball great Earvin 
“Magic” Johnson had a clear, 
to-the-point message for Jack-
son State University College of 
Business students: “You have 
to work to have something.”

The former NBA star who 
played for the L.A. Lakers and 
two-time Hall of Famer turned 
business mogul was on campus 

Republican Thad Cochran, in 
winning a seventh term in the 
U.S. Senate, fared well.

His re-election is credited 
largely to his gain among those 
who disapproved of President 
Barack Obama’s performance 
and who felt the economy has 
been getting worse, according 
to preliminary results of exit 
polling conducted for The As-
sociated Press and television 
networks. 

Cochran surmounted a bit-
ter GOP primary against tea 
party favorite Chris McDaniel 
to reach the general election in 
which he bested Democrat Tra-
vis Childers and independent 
Shawn O’Hara.

Here are preliminary results 
from exit polling on Tuesday in 
Mississippi:

WHO LIKED THAD: Co-
chran did well among white 
men and woman, people in 
their 40s and over 65, white 
evangelical or white born-again 

Christians and those who say 
the economy is getting worse 
and disapprove of President 
Barrack Obama’s running of 
the country.

TEA PARTY: Voters iden-
tifying with the tea party and 
lead efforts to unseat Cochran 
in the June Republican Party 
primary turned to Cochran in 

the general election. 
Eight of 10 people who sup-

WASHINGTON - Republi-
cans seized control of the Senate 
and strengthened their hold on 
the House in a wave of Election 
Day victories Tuesday, Novem-
ber 4. The election results served 
as a repudiation of President 
Barack Obama’s second-term 
policies and put a series of Dem-
ocratic-leaning states - including 
Obama’s home, Illinois - under 
control of new Republican gov-
ernors.

Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell defeated Dem-
ocrat Alison Lundergan Grimes 
in Kentucky, putting him in po-
sition to become the new Sen-
ate majority leader and confront 
Obama over his signature health 
care law.

Republicans racked up Senate 
victories in seven states, includ-
ing GOP-leaning Arkansas, Mon-
tana, South Dakota and West Vir-
ginia, and three states that figured 
prominently in Obama’s two vic-
torious presidential campaigns: 
Iowa, Colorado and North Caro-
lina. 

Republicans needed a net gain 
of six seats in all to win back the 
majority for the first time since 
2006.

“Thanks to you, Iowa, we are 
headed to Washington, and we 
are going to make them squeal,” 
declared Iowa Republican Joni 
Ernst, who vowed to cut pork in 
Washington in television ads that 
memorably cited her growing up 
castrating hogs.

In the House, Republicans were Empire State Building goes red election night. Red states on map below 
represent Republican majority.
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they don’t qualify for coverage 
under ACA for various reasons 
such as low income levels or 
inability to afford premiums. 
Medicaid expansion, paid for 
by the federal government, is 
designed to cover them.

But Mississippi is one of sev-
eral states controlled by Repub-
licans who refused to accept the 
health care plan formulated by 
the Obama Administration.

Some like Kentucky and Ar-
kansas initially said no to the 
program but later changed their 
tune when voters pushed for it.

Kim Robinson, of the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund in Missis-
sippi, said they are calling on 
Bryant to provide for people 
who fall in the gap. “We’re say-
ing ‘cash the check,’” Robinson 
said.

Dr. Scott M. Crawford is a 
member of the United Method-
ist Church, the same denomina-
tion as the governor, said it is a 
moral obligation of believers in 
the faith to provide for others.

“I’m asking the governor to 
live his values,” said Crawford, 
who also suffers from multiple 
sclerosis. While he has disabil-
ity health coverage, he said his 
concern is for others.

“It affects people I know, 
working class people. There 
are people who can only work 
part-time and can’t afford to 
buy into the exchange. It’s 
important to many Mississip-
pians,” said Crawford, who is 
also chairman of the Govern-
ment Relations Committee of 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society 
in Mississippi.

Others said as well that while 
they have coverage they are 
concerned about those who 
don’t.

“Medicaid needs expand-

ing,” said Amelie Hahn, whose 
daughter uses a wheelchair 
because of a disability. “This 
is dangerous for the people of 
Mississippi. It’s sickening. We 
matter, our lives matter. It’s  ap-
palling that the governor won’t 
expand it. 

Joy Hogge, executive direc-
tor of Families as Allies, said 

many young people are entering 
the workforce and falling into 
the gap. Her organization works 
with families of young people 
dealing with mental challenges.

Young poet Kiri, 20, a Jack-
son State University student, re-
cited her poem “Medicated and 
Sedated.” It’s about someone 
struggling with mental illness. 

Kiri (she uses one name) said 
she has health coverage through 
her father’s job. But she has 
watched as her mother, who 
suffers from mental illness has 
had to deal with Medicaid red 
tape when her medications have 
been changed several times. 

“There have been times when 
she’s had to switch medications 

because Medicaid dropped one 
and they put her on some exper-
imental drug,” Kiri said.

Jonathan Rosser, 21, also a 
JSU student and poet, held a big 
check with the printed amount 
of $8,700,000,000. That’s the 
amount Mississippi has access 
to for funding of Medicaid ex-
pansion.

Rosser is insured through a 
family member but he too said 
it’s about others. “I’m a believer 
in right and there are venues to 
help people. We shouldn’t elect 
those who are not for the bet-
terment of people,” Rosser said.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 260-4232.

JSU students and poets Kiri, (right) and Jonathan Rosser, (left) holding check

Haley and Amelie Hahn

Demonstrators delivering a letter to the governor’s mansion asking Gov. Phil Bryant to approve Medicaid expansion.

Demonstrators descend on Smith Park downtown Thursday to protest Mississippi’s rejection of Medicaid expansion under 
the Affordable Care Act. Dr. Scott M. Crawford, who suffers from multiple sclerosis, addresses the crowd. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE 
R. JONES
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“Women of God Empowered 
to Serve in Our Troubled World,” 
taken from II Timothy 7, was the 
theme of the 66th Annual Wom-
en’s Day Celebration at College 
Hill Missionary Baptist Church, 
in Jackson, pastored by Michael 
T. Williams. 

The speaker for the day, Rev. 
Janae Pitts-Murdock, delivered 
her message from Mark 1:29 - 31.

29. Now as soon as they had 
come out of the synagogue, they 
entered the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. 

30. But Simon’s wife’s mother 
lay sick with a fever, and they told 
Him about her at once. 

31. So He came and took her by 
the hand and lifted her up, and im-
mediately the fever left her. And 
she served them. The minister’s 
subject was “Fever Breaker.”

Rev. Pitts-Murdock’s sermon 
kept the congregation on its feet as 
she provided a message of deliv-
erance to the worshippers during 
the Sunday, November 2, 2014, 10 
a.m. worship service.  

The minister from Memphis, 
Tenn., reminded those present of 
the plight of women during the 
days Jesus physically walked the 
earth.  

She emphasized the structure of 
care that was provided for women 
by men; stating that if a husband 
was not present, it was then the 
task of the son(s) to care for his 
mother.  

In this scripture, a woman with 
fever lay sick in a home where 
she had no husband or son(s) but 
a son-in-law.

Because of the sick woman’s 
presence in the home of her son-
in-law and daughter, other factors 
are considered: she needed finan-
cial assistance and her options for 
housing were limited.

Because James and John were 
witness to this woman’s illness, 
they shared her sickness with Je-
sus. Rev. Pitts-Murdock expressed 
how wonderful it is to have a Sav-
ior who will meet you where you 
are.

“Jesus came to her and He lifted 
her up.” Rev. Pitts-Murdock stated 
that the scripture does not read: Je-
sus pulled her up from where she 
lay, but that He lifted her up.

Since she was in a laying posi-
tion, that indicates that once He 
touched her, she began to rise. At 
this moment, her fever was bro-
ken.  

Rev. Pitts-Murdock told the con-
gregation that this sister, who was 
sick, who had probably struggled 
financially and may have been 
homeless if not for the care of her 
loved ones; began to serve them.

Rev. Pitts-Murdock noted that 
healed woman could have gotten 
better and done nothing, but once 
her fever was broken, this now 
cured woman worked as a servant 
for the Lord.

She did not rest on the laurel on 
being healed by Jesus, but wanted 
to work for Him. She wanted to 
serve others! The speaker remind-

ed us, that as believers, that is our 
task - to be servants.

Immediately following the wor-
ship service, Rev. Pitts-Murdock 
was overwhelmed with love from 
those present as they commended 
her for delivering a message that 
many expressed would not be for-
gotten for awhile. 

Rev. Pitts-Murdock came to 
College Hill with an impressive re-
sume of service. She was ordained 
into the preaching ministry under 
the pastorate of Rev. Robert Smith 
Jr. at her home church, New Bethel 
Baptist Church of Detroit, Mich. 

She was reared as an active 
participant of the National Baptist 
Convention, USA.

She is the former lead pastor at 
Mississippi Boulevard Christian 
Church in Memphis, and worked 
with the pastoral staff and church 
ministries on major initiatives.

Rev. Pitts-Murdock has been 
featured in The African American 
Pulpit, a quarterly journal that fea-
tures the best of African American 
preachers, and she currently serves 
as the Chaplain of the Southern 
Region for Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc.

In this position, her states of fo-

cus in serving her sisters include:  
Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Tennessee and the Baha-
mas.

She received her bachelor of arts 
from the University of Michigan, 
her master of science from Carne-
gie Mellon University, a master of 
divinity from United Theological 
Seminary, and a master of business 
administration at the University of 
Memphis.

She currently serves the City 

of Memphis as the coordinator of 
Teen Services for the Memphis 
Public Library and Information 
Center.

She is married to Jeffrey Mur-
dock and they have two sons: Jef-
frey III and John Patrick.

College Hill Women’s Day 
chair, Audrey B. Wiley, took the 
podium near the end of the ser-
vice to acknowledge the College 
Hill Women’s Day choir for do-
ing an outstanding job of offering 

praise throughout the worship 
service, and echoed accolades to 
the speaker for an outstanding job 
and for making that day of wor-
ship one of the most memorable 
in College Hill’s history.

Wiley also thanked guest mu-
sicians Jan Taylor-Ellis, choir 
director; Sherry Milton, pianist; 
Caroll Dear, organist; and Ashli 
Sutton, percussionist for partici-
pating in the Women’s Day Ser-
vice.

Women’s Day sermon offers a “lifting” message
By Daphne M. Higgins 
Religion Editor

Audrey Wiley presents College Hill centennial watch to Janae Pitts-Murdock Women’s Day choir processional

Audrey Wiley acknowledging guest musicians Ashli Sutton, Sherry Milton, Jan Ellis and Caroll Dear.
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T h e r e ’ s 
been a lot of 
d i s c u s s i o n 
lately about 
our public 
school sys-
tems. A re-
cent report 

revealed that 49 schools within 
Tulsa Public Schools received 
an F grade by the state of Okla-
homa. Most of those schools are 
in my legislative district.

I am constantly wondering 
how, with so many different av-
enues of resources and different 
“plans of action” by our urban 
public school districts, are we 
still getting the same result!

Recently, one of my constitu-
ents invited me to the debut of 
his new play called “All We 
Ever Do is Talk.” The play high-
lighted the problems in an urban 
school district similar to the one 
I represent. 

It was the classic case of 
the book, “Who Moved My 
Cheese,” everyone blamed ev-
eryone else for the problem. 
The administrators blamed state 
government for lack of funding 
to schools, the parents blamed 
the administrators for lack of 
leadership, and the teachers 
blamed the parents.

What I know for sure: as a 
community, we need to muster 
the courage to embrace new 
concepts for educating our kids. 
I got involved in education re-
form as a legislator after study-
ing the growth of the private 
prison industry in Oklahoma. 

After reviewing data on the 
number of illiterate inmates and 
the alarming disproportionate 
number of ethnic minorities in 

prison, I began to realize the 
connections between private 
prisons and low childhood lit-
eracy.

This year, a report showed that 
one school in my district had 68 
percent of its third graders fail 
state reading exams. That num-
ber is similar to other schools in 
my legislative district. 

If a student can’t read on 
grade level by the third grade, 
the likelihood that they can 
perform well in science, math-
ematics, or history is dismal. 
What has been proven is that a 
student’s chances of being in the 
“pipeline to prison” greatly in-
creases when that student lacks 
strong reading skills.

As our legislators across 
America return to “work” after 
the beginning of the year, I am 
hoping that we will spend com-
ing months crossing the “parti-
san isles of education” consis-
tently considering how every 
action and vote affects the out-
come of our children’s future.

I did just that when I worked 
with Republicans and Demo-
crats to expand our state’s char-
ter school law. I authored a bill 
that allows our state’s universi-
ties to sponsor charter schools. 

The bill was in response to 
Tulsa Public School’s effort to 
place a moratorium on a charter 
school in my legislative district. 
Today that school is sponsored 
by our state’s only Historically 
Black University.

While charters were not pop-
ular with Tulsa Public Schools 
then, today, the district not only 
sponsors charter schools, it re-
ceived funding from the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation 
to establish a charter compact 
with its charters. The district 

now collaborates with its char-
ter schools on best practices.

In addition, I supported bi-
partisan legislation that cre-
ated the Lyndsey Nicole Henry 
Scholarship. Named for former 
Governor Brad Henry’s daugh-
ter, Henry became the first 
Democrat governor in the na-
tion to sign legislation allowing 
special needs students to attend 
a private or parochial school on 
a state sponsored scholarship. 

I have also championed other 
school choice measures that 
give kids trapped in poor per-
forming schools an opportunity 
to get the best education avail-
able.

We have an alarm at the gate, 
and as a community we must 
not be afraid to explore every 
option so that our young people 
don’t become the statistic used 
to justify more private prisons 
across America.

Recently, I was listening to 
noted educator and founder 
of the Black Alliance for Edu-
cational Options, Dr. Howard 
Fuller, give a speech. He said, 
“I am haunted by this mental 
picture of four black students 
sitting down at a lunch counter 
in Greensboro [1965] demand-
ing to be served.” 

Fuller went on to say, “And 
now in 2011, four students sit 
down at a lunch counter where 
they are welcome, and can’t 
read the menu.”

It is time to move beyond talk 
and take direct action to improve 
quality educational options for 
our kids. The eyes of the future 
look upon us and pray that we 
see beyond our own time!

Jabar Shumate is state sena-
tor for the 11th District, Tulsa, 
Okla.

Embracing Educational 
Reform: ‘All we ever do is talk’

A D v E R t o R i A l

By State Sen. Jabar Shumate
11th District, Tulsa, Oklahoma
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magic 
Continued from page 1

Tuesday, November 4, 2014, 
and spoke to the packed house 
of business students and then 
to about 500 student athletes at 
the Walter Payton Recreation 
& Wellness Center. 

He wrapped up with a third 
stop at the Rose E. McCoy, the 
main auditorium, where more 
students attended.

At the School of Business 
he shared how he became suc-
cessful in a number of business 
ventures, including real estate, 
movie theaters, coffee shops, 
food distribution, and televi-
sion. Johnson is chairman and 
CEO of Magic Johnson Enter-
prises (MJE).

MJE is comprised of part-
nerships that include Canyon 
Johnson, a $1 billion real es-
tate fund; Yucaipa Johnson, 
a $500 million private equity 
fund; ASPIRE, a new African-
American television network; 
SodexoMAGIC; Magic Airport 
Holdings; Best Buy; T.G.I.F. 
Friday’s Restaurant; Inner City 
Broadcasting Corporation; De-
troit Venture Partners; and Vibe 
Holdings, LLC, a multi-cultur-
al media company that houses 
the Vibe, Uptown, and Soul 
Train brands.

After telling the audience 
to go ahead and take their cell 
phone photos, Johnson got 
down to business about the 
business of business.

“You have got to understand 
what you know and what you 
don’t know,” when deciding 
on a business undertaking, he 
said. “Get mentors to give you 
information, to help you get 
started. Do your homework and 
research on the business you 
want to start in.”

What he emphasized was the 
importance of being committed 
and working hard. He talked of 
how he studied and practiced 
consistently during the week 
while in college at Michigan 
State, saving partying for the 
weekends.

“I’m successful because I’m 
a worker,” said Johnson, who is 
also an Olympic Gold Medal-
ist. “I get up at 4:30 a.m. every 
day, work out for two hours, 
then I’m in the office all day.”

He said his basketball celeb-
rity initially was a drawback 
when he launched into busi-
ness. Everybody wanted an 
autograph and photo with him 
but no one wanted to loan him 
money, because they weren’t 
confident of his business acu-
men, he said.

“I got turned down by 10 
banks. The eleventh one said 
yes. Now all of them want to 
loan me money,” he said. 

Johnson mentioned some-
thing that is an issue for many 
students. “Be on time; it’s 
about your reputation. You can 
be late in college but not in 
business.”

Of course, people still want-
ed to hear about his basketball 
career and his personal life 
since Johnson was diagnosed 
with HIV 23 years ago.

Asked who his toughest op-
ponent in the NBA was, he 

said, “without a doubt Larry 
Bird” because of his shooting 
ability. “He could shoot over 
anybody.” But he added, “Then 
Michael Jordan came along 
and changed the whole game,” 
which drew cheers from stu-
dents at the Peyton complex.

Someone asked why he 
didn’t wear a wedding ring. 
Johnson said he doesn’t wear 
any jewelry. “I know I’m mar-
ried. My wife knows we’re 
married, and she knows I don’t 
wear jewelry.”

He went on to compliment 
his wife, Cookie, for her sup-
port through the year’s. “When 
we met, we went on the bas-
ketball court. I said ‘I’m gonna 
shoot, you rebound.’ And she 
did – really good. And that’s 
what she has always done,” 
Johnson said.

JSUMSNEWS.com reported 
that Johnson’s most heartfelt 
moment came while meeting 
with students at Rose E. Mc-
Coy auditorium.

In answer to a twitter ques-
tion from #MagicAtJSU on 
@JacksonStateU, he said the 
hardest thing he ever had to do 
in his life was drive home and 
tell his wife who was pregnant 
with his son at the time that he 
was HIV positive. Watching 
her cry, he said, “was the worst 
moment of my life.”

Johnson said Cookie then 
reared back and gave him a 
“Mike Tyson like punch” - 
hard! She then said, “We’re 
going to beat this.” Then they 
got on their knees and prayed, 
according the JSU website.

As a matter of fact, Johnson 
said a silent prayer in the hall-
way before his talk at the Col-
lege of Business.

JSU head basketball coach 
Wayne Brent said he was glad 
Johnson was able to share his 
story with student athletes, 
especially since his team’s 
first game was Tuesday night 
against Tougaloo College.

“It was good for them to 
hear from a Hall of Famer 
about the importance of team-
work and getting up early, do-
ing academic work and what it 
takes to be successful,” Brent 
said.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 260-4232.

Johnson speaking at one of three stops during his visit to Jackson State University. 

Audience waiting for Johnson to speak at JSU

Jackson Police escorts for Johnson



Congressman 
Bennie Thomp-
son’s reelection 
was not really 
in doubt, af-
ter he left the 
primaries with 
96 percent of 
the vote. In the 
general election 
November 4, 
he won with 68 
percent of the 
vote. He is the 
only democrat 
from the state in 
Congress.

T h o m p s o n 
is entering 
his ninth term 
serving Missis-
sippi’s 2nd dis-
trict, which he 
has represented 
since 1993.

Also closely watched were the 
returns for candidates for the Hinds 
County Count Judge and Circuit 
Judge.

Jeff Weill Sr., 57, retained the 
Circuit Judge seat with 61 percent 
of the vote over Ali ShamsidDeen, 
63, who also ran against him four 
years ago in the same election. 
Weill is a former Jackson city 
councilman of Ward 1.

Two Hinds County Court 
judge posts were up for elec-
tion. William Skinner led with 
49 percent of the votes over 
Malcolm Harrison who gained 
34 percent of the votes. A run 
off vote is required between the 
two.

For the second judge post 
up for election, City Council-
woman LaRita Cooper-Stokes 
was up against five candidates 
and came away with 46 percent 
of the votes, but not enough to 
ward off a run off.

She will face State Rep. 
Kimberly Campbell who came 
in with 21 percent of the vote, 
edging out Henry Clay who 
came in at 19 percent.

If Cooper-Stokes pulls off a 
win in the run off, then a seat 
on the city council will be va-

cated - meaning, another election in 
our near future.

Also on the ballot was the Missis-
sippi Constitution amendment slat-
ed as the “Right to Hunt.” It passed 
with 88 percent of the votes in the 
1,832 statewide precincts - 511,960 
voted yes; 69,979 voted no.

State lawmakers an-
nounced Wednesday, Novem-
ber 5, 2014 that Mississippi 
Corrections Commissioner 
Christopher Epps is under 
investigation for unspecified 
misdeeds. 

Epps resigned suddenly 
Wednesday after leading the 
state prison for 12 years. 
Gov. Phil Bryant has named 
Deputy Commissioner Rich-
ard McCarty as the interim 
leader of the state prison sys-
tem until a permanent com-
missioner is selected.

House Corrections Com-
mittee Chairman Tommy 
Taylor, a Boyle Republican, 
said Epps is under investi-
gation. Taylor said he’s sad-
dened by Epps’ departure. 

Sen. Derrick Simmons, a 
Greenville Democrat, said 
he understands Epps is under 
scrutiny from federal pros-
ecutors.

Epps’ departure comes as 

he’s serving as the president 
of the American Correctional 
Association and the Asso-
ciation of State Correctional 
Administrators. 

Mississippi’s prison sys-
tem is under scrutiny because 
of a lawsuit alleging abusive 
conditions at two prisons run 
by a private contractor.

Connie Cochran, the Dis-
trict 4 election commission-
er, apologized Wednesday 
November 5, the day after 
general elections for some 
polling places running out 
of election ballots. In news 
reports, she said election of-
ficials did not anticipate as 
big a turnout.

Some voters waited in 
line more than an hour for 
more ballots to arrive, while 
others gave up and left.

According to election 
officials, between 35 to 40 
polling locations in Hinds 
County ran out of paper bal-
lots before the polls closed 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

In news reports, Secre-
tary of State Delbert Hose-
mann called the situation 
“inexcusable.” His office 
shows that precincts are 
required to print ballots to 
accommodate 75 percent 

of the voting population in 
each election.

The Election Commis-
sion ordered 58,000 bal-
lots, which were distrib-
uted among the county’s 
polling precincts. Cochran 
said 50,000 Hinds County 
residents voted in Tuesday’s 
general election.

Hinds County supervisor 
Robert Graham has joined 
Hosemann in calling for an 
investigation into the poll-
ing problems.

Exit polls
Continued from page 1

ported Cochran said they identi-
fied strongly with the tea party. 
Seven of 10 who said they op-
posed the tea party backed 
Childers.

OBAMA: Eight of 10 voters 
for Cochran in Mississippi dis-
approved of President Barack 
Obama’s job while an equal 
number who were pleased with 
the president’s running of the 
country VOTED for Childers.

ECONOMY: Among those 
supporting Cochran, six of 10 
said they were worried about the 
economy and seven in 10 said 
they were very worried.

THE PARTIES: People who 
supported Childers liked the 
Democratic Party; those who 
support Cochran liked the Re-
publican Party.

AFFORDABLE HEALTH 
CARE ACT: Eight of 10 voters 
for Cochran said the 2010 health 
care overhaul went too far. 

Childers’ voters were about 
evenly split over whether the 
overhaul didn’t go far enough or 
was about right.

CHILDERS VS. MCDAN-
IEL: Asked about a fantasy com-
petition between Childers and 
McDaniel, eight of 10 Childers 
voters said they would stick with 
him while eight of 10 who sup-
ported Cochran said they would 
have voted for McDaniel.

The preliminary exit poll of 
925 Mississippi voters was con-
ducted for AP and the television 
networks by Edison Research in 
a random sample of 15 precincts 
statewide. 

Results were subject to sam-
pling error of plus or minus five 
percentage points; it is higher 
for subgroups.

Epps

Weill

Thompson

Campbell

Cooper-Stokes

Mississippi Corrections 
Commissioner 
Christopher Epps resigns

Polling places 
run out of 
election ballots

The other candidates
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By Jeff Amy
The Associated Press 

By Ayesha K. 
Mustafaa
Editor



JERUSALEM 
- On Election 
Night, I usually 
stay awake as 
long as my eye-
lids are willing 
to cooperate. But 

this year was different. Instead 
of alternating between watching 
CNN and tracking results on the 
Internet, I was in the Holy Land, 
nearly 6,000 miles from my office 
in Washington, D.C.

With Daylight Savings Time 
going into effect last Sunday, I 
was in a time zone Tuesday seven 
hours ahead of Eastern Standard 
Time. So I fell asleep in my hotel 
room confident of two things: 

First, no matter how strong 
blacks went to the polls in this 
off-year election, when voting 
historically favors the party out of 
the White House, Democrats were 
unlikely to regain control of the 
House of Representatives. 

Second, if Republicans man-
aged to wrestle control from 
Democrats in the Senate, Demo-
crats would blame the low turnout 
among African Americans.

Before departing Washington, I 
already saw this scenario unfold-
ing. Both the New York Times and 
the Washington Post, the two most 
politically influential newspa-
pers in the nation, had published 
stories about the importance of 
the black vote in Tuesday’s mid-
term election and that without a 
heavy black turnout, the prospect 
of Democrats retaining the upper 
chamber were doomed.

Missing in the analysis was 
how Democrats had shot them-
selves in the foot. It is important to 
understand that most white voters 
don’t support Democrats. The last 
three Democrats elected president 
- Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton and 
Barack Obama - won each time 
with a minority of the white vote. 

Considering there are more 

white voters in the U.S. than 
blacks, perhaps a more appropri-
ate question is: Why are white vot-
ers not turning out for Democrats? 
All that weight should not fall on 
the shoulders of black voters.

A second point to remember 
is that even with black voters be-
ing key to Democratic success, 
Democratic strategists have not, 
as the old lady making church 
announcements puts it, governed 
themselves accordingly. 

Even in battleground states, 
they didn’t purchase ads in most 
black newspapers, if they bought 
any ads at all, until the waning 
days of the campaign. 

Last-minute White House ef-
forts were largely directed at radio 
programs hosted by comedians 
and DJs, as if they could mobi-
lize black voters all by themselves 
with shallow drive-by interviews.

Although I was on foreign soil 
on Election Night, I did my civic 
duty by voting before I left. That, 
too, was different. 

I usually enjoy the energy of 
voting on Election Day, seeing 
who turns out and watching as 
children enter the voting booth 
with a parent. 

But voting early this year had 
its own satisfying sensation. There 
was the sheer joy of knowing I 
had made my voice heard, even 
though I wouldn’t be home on 
Tuesday.

My attention for the past two 
weeks has been split between the 
midterm elections in the U.S. and 
growing tension between Israel 
and Palestine. Though I have been 
in the Middle East for that period, 
at times I had to double-check to 
make sure I wasn’t reliving my 
childhood in segregated Tusca-
loosa, Ala.

Israeli Defense Minister Moshe 
Ya’alon, reacting to pressure to 
settlers on land formerly occupied 

by Palestinians, has proposed bar-
ring Palestinians who live in the 
West Bank, but commute to work 
in Israel, from riding the same 
buses as Jewish riders. 

The proposal to operate segre-
gated buses like the ones I grew up 
with in Alabama is facing a strong 
pushback from other Israeli lead-
ers and supporters of Israel in the 
U.S.

Equally disturbing, a delega-
tion of African Americans visit-
ing the village of Bil’in Saturday 
afternoon was looking at the long, 
concrete wall encircling a large 
settlement on previously occupied 
Palestinian land in the West Bank 
when one of our hosts noticed a 
jeep inside the housing compound 
headed in our direction. 

No one worried because we 
were on the outside of the settle-
ment, which is about seven miles 
west of the Ramallah, and we 
were not breaking any laws. Still, 
moments later, several canisters of 
tear gas were fired just yards from 
us, forcing us to flee. 

Most of us were coughing and 
feeling a burning sensation in our 
eyes as we quickly fled. It was but 
a small sample of what Palestin-
ians experience in their everyday 
life.

I will be returning home after a 
fascinating two-week trip. I will 
write a series of stories based on 
visit upon my return. And like all 
trips abroad, I will be following 
news out of the Middle East more 
closely than before. 

That is always one of the lasting 
benefits of traveling to other parts 
of the world.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion News Service (NNPA.) He 
can be reached through his Web-
site, www.georgecurry.com. Fol-
low him at www.twitter.com/cur-
rygeorge and George E. Curry 
Fan Page on Facebook.

Fall is a wonderful time of year. 
Changing leaves. Cooler weather. 
It’s also the season for people with 
Medicare to review their current 
Medicare coverage, as Medicare 
Open Enrollment begins.

As we prepare for Medicare 
Open Enrollment, which began on 
October 15 and ends on Decem-
ber 7, Medicare wants everyone 
to know that quality continues to 
improve both in Medicare Advan-
tage and in the Part D Prescription 
Drug Program.

Each year, plan costs and cov-
erage can change. During open 

enrollment, seniors and people 
with disabilities across the coun-
try have the opportunity to review 
their current Medicare coverage 
and see if they want to make any 
changes for the next year. It’s im-
portant for people with Medicare 
to take the time to make sure their 
current situation still meets their 
health care needs best.

To help people choose a plan, 
Medicare calculates plan “star 
ratings” for Medicare health and 
prescription drug plans. Each plan 
gets a number of stars on a scale 
of 1 to 5 - with 5 being the best - 
based on quality and performance. 
These ratings are designed to 
help people with Medicare, their 

families, and caregivers compare 
plans, in addition to information 
on their premiums and benefits.

This year, people with Medi-
care who choose to enroll in a 
Medicare health or prescription 
drug plan will have access to 
more high-rated, four- and five-
star plans than ever before. Ap-
proximately 60 percent of Medi-
care Advantage enrollees are in a 
Medicare Advantage Plan earning 
four or more stars in 2015, com-
pared to an estimated 17 percent 
back in 2009. 

Likewise, about 53 percent of 
Part D enrollees are currently en-
rolled in stand-alone prescription 
drug plans with four or more stars 

for 2015, compared to just 16 per-
cent in 2009.  Since the passage of 
the Affordable Care Act, enroll-
ment in Medicare Advantage will 
increase to 42 percent to an all- 
time high of over 16 million and 
Medicare Advantage premiums 
will have decreased by 6 percent.

For people with Medicare, this 
is good news in how they receive 
care. Plans that are higher rated 
deliver a high-level of care, such 
as improving the coordination of 
care, managing diabetes or other 
chronic conditions more efficient-
ly, screening for and preventing 
illnesses, making sure people get 
much-needed prescription drugs, 
or getting appointments and care 

quickly. 
A high rating also means these 

plans give better customer service, 
with fewer complaints or long 
waits for care.

If you have Medicare and need 
assistance, you can visit Medicare.
gov, call 800-MEDICARE (800-
633-4227), or contact your State 
Health Insurance Assistance Pro-
gram (SHIP). 

You should have received the 
2015 “Medicare & You” Hand-
book and important notices from 
your current plan, Medicare, or 
Social Security about changes 
to your coverage. If you’re satis-
fied with your current coverage, 
there’s nothing you need to do.

Better quality in Medicare 
health and prescription drug 
plans isn’t the only good news for 
people with Medicare. For most 
seniors who have Original Medi-
care, the 2015 Part B premium 
will stay unchanged for a second 
consecutive year at $104.90.

This means more of seniors’ re-
tirement income and any increase 
in Social Security benefits will 
stay in their pockets. The Part B 
deductible will stay the same as 
well.

Medicare is working hard to 
make sure this good news contin-
ues so that seniors and people with 
disabilities will continue to get the 
health care coverage they deserve.
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on track to meet or exceed the 246 
seats they held during President 
Harry S. Truman’s administration 
more than 60 years ago.

“We are humbled by the respon-
sibility the American people have 
placed with us, but this is not a 
time for celebration,” said House 
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio. 

“It’s time for government to start 
getting results and implementing 
solutions to the challenges facing 
our country, starting with our still-
struggling economy.”

In state capitols, Republicans 
were poised to leave their im-
print, picking up governors’ seats 
in reliably Democratic states like 
Illinois, Maryland and Massachu-
setts. 

With Congress grappling with 
gridlock, states have been at the 
forefront of efforts to raise the 
minimum wage and implement 
Obama’s health care law.

Many Republican governors 
seeking re-election had struggled 
with poor approval ratings but 
prevailed, including Florida Gov. 
Rick Scott, who defeated Demo-
crat Charlie Crist, a former Repub-
lican governor; Kansas Gov. Sam 
Brownback; and Wisconsin Gov. 
Scott Walker, a potential GOP 
presidential candidate in 2016.

Voters expressed bitterness with 
a sluggish economic recovery and 
the nation’s handling of foreign 
crises. 

Nearly two-thirds of voters in-
terviewed after casting ballots said 
the country was seriously on the 
wrong track. Only about 30 per-
cent said the nation was headed in 
the right direction.

More than four in 10 voters dis-
approved of both Obama and Con-
gress, according to the exit polls 
conducted for The Associated 
Press and the television networks.

Obama’s poor approval rat-
ings turned him into a liability for 
Democrats seeking re-election. 
The outcome offered parallels 
to the sixth year of Republican 
George W. Bush’s presidency, 
when Democrats won sweeping 
victories amid voter discontent 
with the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

With lawmakers planning to 
return to Washington the second 
week in November for a post-
election session, Obama invited 
congressional leaders to a meeting 
Friday, November 7.

Democrats had few bright spots. 
New Hampshire Sen. Jeanne Sha-
heen and Gov. Maggie Hassan, 
who campaigned with potential 
2016 candidate Hillary Rodham 
Clinton last weekend, both won 
re-election. 

In Pennsylvania, businessman 
Tom Wolf dispatched GOP Gov. 
Tom Corbett.

Here’s a look at some of the re-
sults:

SENATE:
Senate Republicans tagged their 

Democratic opponents with VOT-
ING in lockstep with Obama and 
it worked. 

The GOP prevailed in Colorado, 
where Rep. Cory Gardner ousted 
first-term Democrat Mark Udall, 
and Iowa, where state Sen. Joni 
Ernst defeated Rep. Bruce Braley. 

In North Carolina, state House 
speaker Thom Tillis defeated 
Democratic Sen. Kay Hagan. 

In Arkansas, freshman Rep. 
Tom Cotton knocked off two-term 
Democratic Sen. Mark Pryor. 

Republicans secured wins in 
South Dakota (former Gov. Mike 
Rounds), Montana (Rep. Steve 
Daines) and West Virginia (Rep. 
Shelley Moore Capito). 

In Alaska, first-term Democratic 

Sen. Mark Begich faced Republi-
can Dan Sullivan, while Louisiana 
was headed for a Dec. 6 runoff be-
tween three-term Democratic Sen. 
Mary Landrieu and Republican 
Rep. Bill Cassidy.

GOVERNORS:
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, 

who leads the Republican Gover-
nors Association, was one of the 
night’s biggest winners after cam-
paigning for dozens of candidates. 

Republicans scored victories 
with Bruce Rauner in Illinois, Lar-
ry Hogan in Maryland and Charlie 
Baker in Massachusetts. 

Potential presidential candidates 
like Walker in Wisconsin, John 
Kasich in Ohio and Rick Snyder in 
Michigan won re-election.

HOUSE:
House Republicans defeated 

19-term Democratic Rep. Nick 
Rahall in West Virginia and Rep. 
John Barrow in Georgia while de-
fending the seat of Rep. Michael 
Grimm, a New York Republican 
who faces a 20-count indictment 
on tax fraud and other charges. 

College professor Dave Brat 
won a House seat in Virginia, 
several months after he stunned 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor in a 
Republican primary.

BALLOT INITIATIVES:
Voters in Oregon and the Dis-

trict of Columbia approved ballot 
measures allowing the recreational 
use of marijuana by adults.

Oregon will join the ranks of 
Colorado and Washington state, 
where voters approved the recre-
ational use of pot two years ago. 

The District of Columbia could 
move in that direction unless Con-
gress, which has review power, 
blocks the move. 

Alaska voters were also consid-
ering marijuana-legalization mea-
sures on its ballot.

Watching the 
elections from abroad

Improved quality of Medicare plans 
and steady premiums are great 
news as Open Enrollment begins
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NATIONAL

WASHINGTON - One day af-
ter sweeping Republican election 
gains, President Barack Obama and 
incoming Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell pledged to try 
and turn divided government into a 
force for good rather than gridlock 
on Wednesday, yet warned of veto 
showdowns as well.

Trade legislation loomed as one 
possibility for quick compromise, 
and immigration as an early irritant.

“There is no doubt that Republi-
cans had a good night,” the president 
said at the White House, referring to 
big gains that left the GOP in con-
trol of the Senate, with an expanded 
House majority and in possession of 
a handful of governorships formerly 
in Democratic hands.

To voters who handed the GOP 
control of Congress, he said, “I hear 
you. ... It’s time for us to take care 
of business.” He cited construction 
of roads, bridges and other facilities 
as one area ripe for cooperation, and 
trade as another.

At the same time, he noted, “Con-
gress will pass some bills I cannot 
sign. I’m pretty sure I will take some 
actions that some in Congress will 
not like.”

Obama and McConnell presented 
differing profiles at news conferenc-
es a little more than an hour apart.

The 53-year-old president now 
faces a Congress under two-house 
control by Republicans for the first 
time in his tenure - and a lame duck 
status that becomes more of a check 
on his political power with each 
passing day.

McConnell, 72 and famously taci-
turn, smiled and joked with reporters 
on the day after achieving a lifelong 
ambition.

Still, the two said they had had a 
pleasant telephone conversation ear-

lier in the day.
“I would enjoy having some Ken-

tucky bourbon with Mitch McCon-
nell,” said Obama.

Said McConnell, “In our system 
the president is the most important 
player” who can veto legislation or 
persuade lawmakers of his own par-
ty to back compromise.

Obama said that unless Congress 
takes action by the end of the year, 
he will order a reduction in deporta-
tions of working immigrants living 
in the country illegally.

He made his pledge a short while 
after McConnell warned him against 
acting unilaterally.

“It’s like waving a red flag in front 
of a bull to say if you guys don’t do 
what I want I’m going to do it on 
my own,” McConnell said at a news 
conference in Kentucky.

McConnell also cited trade and 
taxes among areas ripe for compro-
mise.

“There will be no government 
shutdown or default on the national 
debt,” he said, making clear he 
doesn’t agree with some tea party-
backed lawmakers who have sup-

ported one or the other in the past - or 
may want to in the future.

McConnell will take office in Jan-
uary as Senate majority leader, and 
he and House Speaker John Boehner 
will have the authority to set the con-
gressional agenda.

Boehner ceded the Republican 
limelight to McConnell for the day. 
The Ohio Republican is in line for a 
third term as House leader - and his 
first with a Republican majority in 
the Senate.

At his news conference, McCon-
nell said, “When America chooses 
divided government, I don’t think 
it means they don’t want us to do 
anything. It means they want to do 
things for the country.”

Beyond that, he made it clear 
Congress will vote on legislation to 
approve the Keystone XL oil pipe-
line from Canada through the United 
States, and work to repeal portions 
of the health care law that stands as 
Obama’s signature domestic accom-
plishment. He said a tax on medical 
devices and a mandate for individu-
als to purchase health insurance are 
also Republican targets.

Feeding the homeless: 
act of charity or a crime?

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
- To Arnold Abbot, feeding 
the homeless in a public park 
in South Florida was an act of 
charity.

But to the city of in Fort 
Lauderdale, the 90-year-old 
man was committing a crime.

Abbott and two South Flori-
da ministers were arrested last 
weekend as they handed out 
food. They were charged with 
breaking a new ordinance re-
stricting public feeding of the 
homeless, and each faces up to 
60 days in jail and a $500 fine.

“One of the police officers 
said, ‘Drop that plate right 
now,’ as if I were carrying a 
weapon,” Abbott said.

The conflict pits organiza-
tions with charitable intentions 
against residents and business-
es who don’t want their neigh-
borhoods to become magnets 
for the homeless.

Fort Lauderdale is the latest 
U.S. city to pass restrictions 
on feeding homeless people in 
public places. Advocates for 
the homeless say that the cities 
are fighting to control increas-
ing homeless populations but 
that simply passing ordinances 
doesn’t work.

“Street feeding programs 
don’t work,” said Robert Mar-
but, a consultant and expert on 
homelessness in the U.S. “Out-
lawing it doesn’t work, either. 
... You’re never going to have 
a good day arresting a priest.”

In the past two years, more 
than 30 cities have tried to in-
troduce laws similar to Fort 
Lauderdale’s, according to 
the National Coalition for the 
Homeless. The efforts come 
as more veterans face home-

lessness and after two harsh 
winters drove homeless people 
south, especially to Florida, 
Marbut said. But he called the 
laws “gimmicky.”

In Fort Lauderdale, the ar-
rests haven’t deterred Ab-
bott, Dwayne Black and Mark 
Sims. The ministers were back 
at church Wednesday prepar-
ing meals for a feeding at a 
public park later that night.

Mayor Jack Seiler said he 
thinks the three have good in-
tentions, but that the city can’t 
discriminate in enforcing the 
law. He said it was passed to 
ensure that public places are 
open to everyone.

“The parks have just been 
overrun and were inaccessi-
ble to locals and businesses,” 
Seiler said.

Black noted that the or-
dinance passed after a long 
meeting after midnight, when 
many people had gone home. 
He said he knows there’s a 
good chance he’ll be arrested 
tonight, but he wants to be 
there to “reopen the discussion 
on this ordinance.”

“If that’s what happens, 
that’s what happens,” Black 
said.

Police said that the men were 
not taken into custody and that 
they were given notices to ap-
pear in court, where the matter 
will ultimately be decided by 
a judge. Police spokeswoman 
DeAnna Greenlaw said those 
arrested “were well aware of 
the changes to the ordinance 
and its effective date.”

Fort Lauderdale’s ordinance 
took effect Friday, and the 
city recently passed a slew of 
laws addressing homelessness. 
They ban people from leaving 
their belongings unattended, 

outlaw panhandling at medi-
ans, and strengthen defecation 
and urination laws, according 
to Michael Stoops, director 
of community organizing for 
the National Coalition for the 
Homeless.

“I’ve never seen a city pass 
so many laws in such a short 
period of time,” said Stoops, 
who testified at a City Council 
hearing on the issue.

Other cities are conducting 
routine homeless sweeps while 
some have launched anti-pan-
handling campaigns, accord-
ing to the coalition. And many 
laws continue to target public 
feedings.

In Houston, groups need 
written consent to feed the 
homeless in public, or they 
face a $2,000 fine. Organiza-
tions in Columbia, S.C., must 
pay $150 for a permit more 
than two weeks in advance 
to feed the homeless in city 
parks.

In Orlando, an ordinance re-
quires groups to get a permit 
to feed 25 or more people in 
parks in a downtown district. 
Groups are limited to two per-
mits per year for each park. 
Since then, numerous activists 
have been arrested for violat-
ing the law.

They’ve drawn national at-
tention, with some focusing on 
the contrast between the vaca-
tion destination of the Orlando 
area and the poverty in its sur-
rounding cities.

“I think cities have grown 
tired of the homeless situation, 
and businesses and residents 
complain about the homeless 
population,” Stoops said, cit-
ing the conflict between busi-
ness needs and the needs of the 
homeless.

Obama vows to ‘get the 
job done’ with Republicans

By Kelli Kennedy 
Associated PressBy David Espo and Julie Pace

Associated Press

President Barack Obama gestures as he speaks during a news con-
ference in the East Room of the White House, on Wednesday, Nov. 5, 
2014. AP PHOtO/PABlO MARtiNEz MONsivAis



The JPS school counselors do-
nated $500 to the Baptist Health 
Foundation for Breast Cancer 
Awareness Friday, October 24, 
2014.

All of the District counselors 
wore pink during the presenta-
tion to show their united support 
in combatting breast cancer.

This year marks the third 
time the counselors of the Jack-
son Public School District have 
raised money in support of breast 
cancer awareness. Their dona-
tion made it possible for several 
women to receive breast health 
services at a minimal cost.

Delta Technical College pro-
vided lunch for the counselors 
and the Pepsi Company supplied 
pink beverages in support of the 
JPS counselors’ efforts.

Members of the Superior-rated 
Jim Hill High School Tigerettes 
drill team volunteered at Ander-
son United Methodist Church on 
October 26, 2014, to pack meals 
for Anderson’s Stop the Hunger 
Now project.

In just over three hours, the Ti-
gerettes and other volunteers had 
packed over 25,000 meals.

Stop Hunger Now is an inter-
national hunger relief agency 
that has been fulfilling its com-
mitment to end hunger for more 
than 15 years.

The organization created its 
meal packaging program, in 
2005. The program perfected the 
assembly process that combines 
rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables 
and a flavoring mix with 21 es-

sential vitamins and minerals 
into small meal packets at a cost 
of only 29 cents per meal.

The food stores easily, has a 
shelf-life of two years and trans-
ports quickly. The meals primar-
ily go to school feeding pro-
grams, vocational training and 
early childhood development 
programs, orphanages, and medi-
cal clinics.

JPS counselors continue to raise 
money for Breast Cancer Awareness

Jim Hill drill team 
volunteers at local church 
to help stop hunger

Participating in a press conference to announce a huge Toyota USA Foundation grant award for JPS were (adults 
from left) Mayor Tony Yarber; JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray; Rhea Williams-Bishop, executive director 
of the Center for Education Innovation; Serenity Luckett, Brown principal; and Dr. William Merritt, JPS chief 
academic officer of Elementary Schools.

(From left) Kiyanna Grant, Erika Alexander, Tigerettes director Rachea` Williams, section leader Kindalin Blocker, 
Marissa Wheat, captain Adalis Williams

Members of the Jim Hill Tigerettes drill team packing meals for Stop Hunger Now campaign at Anderson United 
Methodist Church, October 26, 2014

The JPS school counselors

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Dr. Cedrick Gray, Superinten-
dent for Jackson Public Schools 
(JPS) and Jackson Mayor Tony 
Yarber held a joint press confer-
ence to announce a huge grant 
award that will mean significant 
improvements to Science Tech-
nology Engineering and Math-
ematics (STEM) programs in the 
district’s elementary division. 

The conference was held Octo-
ber 21, 2014, at Brown Elementa-
ry School where the District’s first 
STEM focused school is housed.

Through the Toyota USA 
Foundation and the Mississippi 
Center for Education Innovation 
(MSCEI), Jackson Public Schools 

is the recipient of $412,945 in di-
rect assistance over the next three 
years. The funds will provide pre-
K through fifth grade students and 
teachers hands-on STEM experi-
ences that will create opportuni-
ties to expose and excite them 
about the field and to create a cul-
ture for further career exploration 
and possibilities.

“We are extremely excited 
about the awesome, unlimited 
possibilities this funding will pro-
vide as we implement strategies 
to improve the quality of educa-
tion for JPS students,” said Super-
intendent Dr. Cedrick Gray.

Mayor Tony Yarber said invest-
ing in STEM programs is how 

JPS sets the standard, not only for 
Jackson, but for Mississippi.

The Toyota U.S.A. Foundation 
is distributing grants to 23 organi-
zations that offer innovative K-12 
programs, which focus on STEM 
and serve diverse communities 
across all 50 states.

“This year’s grant recipients 
are among the most innovative 
education programs in the coun-
try, said Michael Rouse, Toyota 
USA Foundation President, in a 
statement on the Foundation’s 
website. “We are inspired by their 
work and look forward to seeing 
what their students will accom-
plish, both this school year and 
beyond.”

JPS receives $400K 
Toyota USA Foundation 
Grant for STEM programs

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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“This an exciting venture for 
us and an opportunity,” said JSU 
President Dr. Carolyn W. Meyers 
about the university being named 
an Apple Distinguished School for 
2013-15.

“Through incorporation of tech-
nology into the curriculum, Jackson 
State University is transforming its 
learning environment to empower 
innovative teaching while fostering 
student creativity,” Meyers said.

The Apple Distinguished School 
designation is reserved for pro-
grams that meet criteria for inno-
vation, leadership, and educational 
excellence, and demonstrate Ap-
ple’s vision of exemplary learning 
environments.

The designation was awarded 
to Meyers at a special presentation 
luncheon Monday at the Student 
Center.

Apple officials toured the cam-
pus earlier, viewing JSU’s use of 
Internet technology.

At the INNOVATE center at 
the H.T. Sampson Library, Apple 
Distinguished Professor Dr. Rob-
ert Blaine, special assistant to the 
provost for cyberlearning, outlined 
JSU’s efforts to bring teaching into 
the 21st century.

“We were really in the 19th cen-
tury,” Blaine said, with traditional 
books in the library. The first step 
was to ask “What is the role of the 
institution where information is 
ubiquitous?”

University planners came up the 
idea of a Democratization of Cy-
berlearning, creating a private fund-
ing mechanism for providing iPad 
tablets to students in partnership 
with the Mississippi eCenter@JSU.

As a result of that, in the fall of 
2012, JSU started its CyberLearn-
ing Strategy with the Technology 
Advantage Scholarship Initiative 
providing all first-time, full-time 
freshman entering JSU with iPad 
tablets.

The next step was to expand 
JSU’s wireless capability so that 
any student anywhere on campus 
could quickly and efficiently con-
nect with - and download from - the 
Internet.

JSU expanded wireless “to 
teaching spaces, living spaces and 
green spaces,” Blaine said.

To go along with these innova-
tions, the school “recreated the cur-
riculum for a 21st century learning 
community,” Blaine said, and made 
the nexus of these collaborations 
the new and expanded library as an 
INNOVATE center.

As innovations are unrolled, the 
results are lower textbook costs 
and better information distribution, 
Blaine said.

Once fully implemented, text-

book costs for students will be 
reduced by more than 90 percent 
through the development of new 
course materials, he said.

Traditional published texts, with 
an average cost of $200, will be 
replaced with digital content pub-
lished by JSU, which will be sold to 
students for $9.99 - which also will 
bring in revenue to the university. 
Some 70 percent of the revenue 
will return to the colleges through 
sales on the iBookstore.

Following Blaine’s talk, the 
Apple officials toured a classroom 
where students were using iPads in 
their coursework.”

The selection of JSU as an Apple 
Distinguished School highlights 

JSU’s success as an innovative and 
compelling learning environment 
that engages students and provides 
tangible evidence of academic ac-
complishment.

Last year, JSU hosted its first 
Democratization of CyberLearn-
ing Summit at the e-Center@JSU. 
This summit focused on the im-
plications of a technology-infused 
curriculum, which the university 
is pioneering with its INNOVATE 
component of the H.T. Sampson 
Library and its emphasis us digital 
technology.

For more about the Apple Dis-
tinguished School program, see: 
https://www.apple.com/education/
apple-distinguished-schools/

Being enshrined in the 
Southwestern Athletic Con-
ference Hall of Fame was 
always a priority for former 
Alcorn State University Lady 
Braves basketball player Re-
gina Wells Huston.

“I always wanted it to hap-
pen,” said Huston, who played 
for Alcorn from 1982-86. “I 
felt that my performance and 
accolades would one day be 
recognized by others.”

Huston will officially be 
inducted into the SWAC Hall 
of Fame Legends in Houston, 
Texas. on December 4 for her 
outstanding effort on the bas-
ketball court. The event will 
be one of many leading up to 
the SWAC football champion-
ship game on December 6.

During her playing days, 
Huston was named SWAC 
Co Rookie of the Year for the 

1982-83 season. Her skills 
earned her a spot on the SWAC 
All tournament 1st team in 
1985. She led the SWAC in 
women’s statistics in assists, 
steals and free throw percent-
ages for three straight years.

Huston is thrilled about 
reaching this milestone in her 
career.

“It is an ultimate honor to be 
recognized by the conference 
I played in. It means so much 
to me. It shows that my effort 
spoke volumes.”

Although she made a name 
for herself with her skills, 
Huston recognized her former 
teammates and head coach for 
playing an important role in 
her success.

“I had the honor of play-
ing with some great players 
such as Ella Pearl Williams, 
Venita Bowie, Laura Carson, 
Iris Floyd Kyle, Diane Fuller, 

Teresa Hooker and others,” 
said Huston. “None of this 
would have happened without 
my coach Shirley Walker, who 
put in the work to make me a 
better student athlete. I owe 
this award to them as well 
because without them, this 
honor would not have been 
possible.”

Huston believes that win-
ning this award will provide 
opportunities for more female 
athletes to be inducted. She 
also believes that this will 
give her alma mater some rec-
ognition.

“This will allow the doors 
to be opened for other female 
athletes. Being only the sec-
ond female athlete to be in-
ducted into the SWAC Hall of 
Fame is also an honor for the 
Alcorn State University wom-
en’s program.”

Sixty-four percent 
of all Mississippi 
freshman students 
are in community 
colleges, JSU’s Dr. 
Priscilla Slade told 
a packed audience 
at this year’s Aca-
demic Partnership 
Program Summit 
held at the Student 
Center auditorium 
on October 30.

Some 74 percent 
of those freshmen 
are in associate degree programs 
intending to go to four-year col-
leges and universities. “But only 
22 percent of those make it,” she 
said.

“Mississippi, we have a prob-
lem!” said Slade, special assistant 
to the provost for community col-
leges and international programs, 
who organized the event.

“We’ve got to roll up our sleeves 
and get to work!” she said.

The summit, third in a series al-
ternating between JSU and Hinds 
Community College (HCC), was 

designed to do just that.
Titled “Completion and Tran-

sition, ” the summit began with 
a welcome by JSU President Dr. 
Carolyn W. Meyers, who noted 
that top state leaders and JSU’s 
top talent were there for strategy 
sessions.

Students, said Meyers draw-
ing upon her own youth, are filled 
with doubts, questions and, per-
haps not the least: dreams. Not-
ing that “all in the room have a 
wealth of talent, passion and com-
mitment,” the collaboration will 
help in “enabling the realization of 

those dreams.”
Among the special presenters 

were HCC President Dr. Clyde 
Muse; Dr. Glen Boyce associate 
commissioner of academic and 
student affairs with the Missis-
sippi Institute of Higher Learning; 
Dr. Joan Haynes, associate execu-
tive director for academic and stu-
dent affairs with the Mississippi 
Community College Board; and 
Dr. Tyronne Jackson, associate 
vice president for student services 
at HCC.

Dr. Evelyn Leggett, associate 
vice president for academic and 

student affairs, expanded on the 
“charge to craft a partnership,” 
saying “our theme is student suc-
cess.”  The goal is a seamless tran-
sition for transfer students.

Pointing to the number of 
deans, faculty and support person-
nel among the 100 or so in atten-
dance, Leggett, who is also dean 
of undergraduate studies, said: 
“We feel that we are moving in the 
right direction.”

Apparently so, as outlined by 
IHL’s Boyce, who said that in 
2013, JSU had an astounding 31.6 
percent of students age 25 years or 

older. These “nontraditional” stu-
dents are often overlooked among 
Mississippi’s eight universities, 
but JSU has actually increased 
its number, becoming one of the 
state’s top transfer schools.

Those figures were no surprise 
to Muse. With 32,000 students at 
six campuses, HCC is the larg-
est community college in Mis-
sissippi, and “the highest percent 

of students go to Jackson State,” 
Muse said. He credited “programs 
such as this.”

Gary Fretwell, senior vice pres-
ident and principal of Noel-Lev-
itz, a higher education consulting 
firm, was the summit facilitator, 
helping to develop strategies on 
improving completion rates, en-
couraging enrollment and transi-
tioning to JSU.

Apple awards campus 
‘Distinguished School’ designation
The Mississippi Link Newswire

JSU, Hinds CC partner for transfer student summit
The Mississippi 
Link Newswire

The University Press of 
Mississippi will be holding a 
roundtable discussion about 
new media Tuesday, Nov. 11, 
on the Jackson State University 
campus.

To be held 10-11:30 a.m. in 
Room 417 of the Dollye Rob-
inson Liberal Arts Building, 
the discussion will focus on the 
impact of electronic textbooks, 
e-books, and online reference 
sources on teaching, learning, 
and research.

According to Dr. Jean Cham-
berlain, associate professor 
of English, “JSU faculty and 
administrators, joined by the 
University Press of Mississippi 
staff, will lead an open discus-
sion of the impact of electronic 
scholarship on our campus 
communities. The group will 
examine how these resources 
are changing the classroom, 
altering published scholar-
ship, and remaking the ways 

in which libraries access ma-
terials and curate the scholarly 
record.”

University Press editors and 
marketing staff will lead the 
discussion, and the editors will 

be available after the session to 
meet individually with scholars 
who wish to discuss their book 
projects, Chamberlain said.

For more information, call 
Chamberlain at 601-979-5862.

Impact of electronic media 
on learning focus of JSU-
University Press roundtable
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Former Lady Brave 
Regina Wells 
Huston goes into 
SWAC Hall of Fame
The Mississippi Link Newswire Huston

Apple Distinguished Professor Dr. Robert Blaine, special assistant to the 
provost for cyberlearning, outlined JSU’s efforts to bring teaching into 
the 21st century for Apple officials visiting JSU on Monday, Nov. 3, 2014. 

JSU President Dr. Carolyn W. Meyers (right) shares a lighthearted moment 
with (from left) Dr. Clyde Muse, president of Hinds Community College and 
Dr. Glen Boyce, associate commissioner of academic and student affairs 
with the Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning at the Academic Part-
nership Program Summit held at JSU on Thursday, Oct. 20, 2014. 

Jackson State University President Dr. Carolyn W. Meyers holds up the 
Apple Distinguished School award granted the university on Monday Nov. 
3, 2014. PHOTOS BY CHARLES A. SMITH, JPS

Dr. Gloria Miller (right) uses Apple iPad technology in her Biology 101 
class Monday, Nov. 3, 2014. 

JSU President Dr. Carolyn W. MeyersDr. Priscilla Slade



NEW ORLEANS - The 
quest for an Ebola treatment is 
picking up speed. Federal of-
ficials have unveiled a plan to 
test multiple drugs at once, in 
an umbrella study with a sin-
gle comparison group to give 
fast answers on what works.

“This is novel for us” and 
is an approach pioneered by 
cancer researchers, said Dr. 
Luciana Borio, head of the 
U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration’s Ebola response. “We 
need to learn what helps and 
what hurts” and speed treat-
ments to patients, she said.

She outlined the plan Nov. 
4 at an American Society of 
Tropical Medicine and Hy-
giene conference in New Or-
leans. Thousands of scientists 
have crowded into day and 
late-night sessions on Ebola, 
which has killed 5,000 West 
Africans this year.

There is no treatment for 
Ebola, but several experimen-
tal ones such as ZMapp have 
been tried on a few patients, 
and scientists are eyeing some 
others that were developed for 
different conditions but may 
also fight Ebola.

“There’s this tremendous 
urge to want to give people 
these experimental therapies” 
but it’s crucial to make sure 
they don’t do harm, said the 
FDA’s Dr. Edward Cox.

Everyone in the umbrella 
study would get supportive 
care, such as intravenous flu-
ids, then be assigned to receive 
one of several drugs or be in 
a comparison group. That’s 
needed because without one, 
there’s no way to know if any 
problems or deaths are from 
the drug or the disease, Cox 
said.

Instead of waiting until a 
certain number of patients are 
treated to look at results, as is 
usually done, researchers will 
monitor results as they come 
in, pairing each person on a 
drug with someone from the 
comparison group to see if a 
pattern can be detected.

The National Institutes of 
Health developed this “learn 

as you go” plan “to allow a 
winner to be declared very 
early,” Cox said.

He said the FDA could not 
name the drugs being consid-
ered, but said a meeting next 
week with various companies 
should crystallize the plans.

Other developments:
VACCINES
Ten potential vaccines have 

been developed, and two 
should enter mid- to late-
stage testing in December or 
January, Dr. Cathy Roth of the 
World Health Organization 
told the conference via Skype 
from Geneva. GlaxoSmith-
Kline’s is one of them, and it’s 
too soon to say when it could 
be ready for wide use or what 
it would cost, said the com-
pany’s Dr. W. Ripley Ballou.

Poor countries “can’t be 
expected to pay for it,” so 
groups that have given aid in 
the past likely will be asked to 
do that, he said.

FEAR, TRAVEL BANS
At least 30 scientists were 

barred from the conference 
because Louisiana state of-
ficials told attendees to stay 
away if they had traveled to 
certain West African countries 
or had contact with an Ebola 
patient in the last 21 days, 
Ebola’s maximum incubation 
period. One was Dr. Amanda 
Tiffany of Doctors Without 
Borders, who was to have 
given a talk on how to limit 
the spread of Ebola, based on 
her work on some of the very 
first cases in Guinea.

“The stigma American and 
other colleagues are now fac-
ing is great,” she said in a 
statement read by a colleague. 
“We need information dis-
seminated through the media 
based on science and medi-
cine and not on fear.”

Dr. Daniel Bausch, a Tu-
lane University doctor who 
has worked on the outbreak 
and advised the government 
on policy, said travel bans and 
quarantines were hurting the 
Ebola response.

The phrase “abundance 
of caution” is code for do-
ing something based on fear 
rather than science, he said. “I 

don’t think it calms people’s 
fears, I think it enhances peo-
ple’s fears.”

COLLATERAL DAM-
AGE

Ebola is setting back even 
the crude health care avail-
able in West Africa. In Sierra 
Leone, there now are no doc-
tors willing to do Caesarean 
sections on pregnant women 
- whether they are known to 
have Ebola or not - because 
of the fear of exposure to so 
much blood, said Dr. Lina 
Moses, another Tulane re-
searcher who works in that 
country.

“Maternal health is a seri-
ous issue right now,” she said. 
“We’re expecting maternal 
mortality to skyrocket.”

SURVIVING EBOLA
A study published online 

by the New England Journal 
of Medicine confirmed a pre-
vious one that suggested age 
plays a key role in surviving 
Ebola. Patients over 40 were 
nearly four times more like-
ly to die than younger ones 
were, a study in Guinea led 
by Dr. Robert Fowler at the 
University of Toronto found. 
Thomas Eric Duncan, the Li-
berian man who died at a Dal-
las hospital where he sought 
treatment, was 42.

ARE CASES PEAKING?
New cases in some parts of 

Liberia are falling, but doc-
tors fear it might be that fewer 
people are seeking treatment 
or staying away out of an-
ger over seeing loved ones’ 
corpses burned instead of the 
traditional funeral practices 
that can spread the virus, said 
Dr. Armand Sprecher, another 
Doctors Without Borders phy-
sician.

“I would really like to be-
lieve that things are slowing 
down there but I’m not going 
to get too optimistic yet,” he 
said.

Having a treatment to offer 
could help doctors trace con-
tacts of patients to limit the 
disease’s spread. People “may 
be more willing to open the 
door” and answer questions if 
there is a drug that can help, 
Sprecher said.

The most uncomfortable af-
flictions are often the most 
embarrassing. And anorectal 
health issues can interfere with 
almost everything one does, 
from sitting on a bus to enjoy-
ing a meal out with friends.

If you suffer from an un-
comfortable and at times, 
painful condition like hemor-
rhoids, you’re not alone. In 
fact, millions of Americans - 
particularly those between the 
ages of 20 and 50 - are affected 
by hemorrhoids. Additionally, 
other anorectal disorders can 
have similar symptoms. So 
ditch the embarrassment and 
use this knowledge to feel em-

powered to discuss your issue 
with your doctor. He or she 
can diagnose the issue proper-
ly and offer you tips for relief.

In the meantime, here are a 
few things you can do to ad-
dress the problem on your 
own:

• Change your exercise 
routine: While regular physi-
cal activity can improve your 
cardiovascular health and 
help you to maintain a healthy 
weight, certain types of activi-
ties can cause hemorrhoids. 
Straining from weight lifting, 
for instance, may cause the 
veins near the anus and rectum 
to become swollen, eventually 
leading to this condition. Cy-

cling may also exacerbate the 
issue. Talk to your doctor about 
exercises that are safe for you.

• Don’t rush in the bathroom: 
Rushing and pushing can cause 
excessive straining and in-
crease pressure on rectal veins. 
When you are done, don’t lin-
ger. Sitting on the toilet longer 
than necessary can aggravate 
your discomfort.

• Lose weight: Excess 
weight in your abdomen can 
increase your chances of de-
veloping hemorrhoids.

• Seek relief: You don’t nec-
essarily need a prescription to 
relieve the pain, itching and 
burning associated with hem-
orrhoids and other anorectal 

disorders. If your doctor con-
firms you have hemorrhoids, 
look for an over-the-counter 
topical, local anesthetic at 
your drugstore, such as Recti-
Care Anorectal Cream, which 
contains the highest lidocaine 
strength available without a 
prescription. It works quickly 
to help soothe discomfort. In 
addition, each tube comes with 
a supply of “finger cots,” little 
covers that fit over the finger, 
to promote hygienic applica-
tion. Visit www.RectiCare.com 
for more information.

• New diet: If your hemor-
rhoids are caused by constipa-
tion, try adding more fiber to 
your diet to get to the root of 

the problem. And remember to 
drink plenty of water alongside 
any meal.

Whether you’re walking 

down the drugstore aisle or 
talking with your doctor, seek 
the relief you need without em-
barrassment.

HEALTH

Don’t be shy with your doctor about 
embarrassing gastrointestinal symptoms
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US officials unveil plan 
to test Ebola drugs

StatePoint

By Marilynn Marchione 
AP Chief Medical Writer

ANQUI, China - Far from 
the Ebola hot zone, the sew-
ing and gluing machines 
at a factory in China have 
been whirring more than 
usual to produce crucial 
yellow suits that protect the 
front-line medics more than 
11,000 kilometers (7,000 
miles) away in West Africa.

The Weifang Lakeland 
Safety Products factory in 
the eastern Shandong prov-
ince city of Anqui has 100 
workers assembling the 
now-familiar plastic suits 
at a rate of about 6,000 per 
day. The factory plans to 
double its capacity by Janu-
ary.

Each is carefully put to-
gether by people and ma-
chines so that it is com-
pletely sealed, because any 
gap could allow exposure to 
a deadly illness. Each seam 
is sewn and then reinforced 
with a glue strip.

“The double zipper de-
sign allows you to open the 
suit from the bottom when 
you need to take something 
from inside the suit,” fac-
tory general manager Wang 
Ximin told a visitor. “We 
put an adhesive strip along 
the front flap in order to 
better seal off the front to 
make sure contamination is 
not able to penetrate.”

“You can spread your 
legs and squat down eas-
ily in the suit. It feels very 
comfortable to wear,” he 
said. “Very comfortable.”

The ChemMAX and Mi-
croMAX protective suits, 
made of polyethylene and 
polypropylene, are pro-
duced for the U.S.-based 
Lakeland Industries, a main 
supplier of suits in the Ebo-
la outbreak.

Wang said current pro-
duction already is about 
30 to 40 percent above the 
same period last year, and 
that the production will 
double again by January. 

Demand has soared, not 
only for use in Africa, but 
from medical facilities in 
the United States and Eu-
rope.

“We are very proud that 
the protective suits we 
manufacture can be used 
by those who are fighting 
against Ebola,” he said.

Nearly 5,000 people have 
died of the disease, and 
an additional 13,676 con-
firmed, probable or sus-
pected cases of infection 
had been reported in the 
three hardest-hit countries 
of Guinea, Liberia and Si-
erra Leone.

DENVER - Oregon, Alaska 
and Washington, D.C., voted 
to legalize recreational mari-
juana Tuesday. The drug is al-
ready legal for people 21 and 
older in Colorado and Wash-
ington, thanks to ballot mea-
sures voted on in 2012.

It was a whole new fron-
tier for those states, so here 
are some hints from the legal 
weed states on what the new 
places can expect:

UNCLE SAM IS (MOST-
LY) LOOKING THE OTH-
ER WAY

Some expected a federal 
lawsuit when Washington and 
Colorado flouted federal drug 
law, which considers pot il-
legal for any purpose. But 
last summer, the U.S. Justice 
Department said it wouldn’t 
interfere with state marijuana 
laws as long as the states tight-
ly regulate the drug and make 
efforts to keep it from chil-

dren, criminal drug cartels and 
other states. There have since 
been isolated federal raids on 
pot businesses in Colorado, 
but no widespread federal 
crackdown on the industry in 
either state.

LEGAL POT BRINGS IN 
SOME GREEN

Pro-marijuana advocates 
predicted that legal weed 
would be a huge windfall for 
Washington and Colorado. 
Marijuana opponents pre-
dicted the drug would prove a 
drain on state finances because 
of higher law enforcement 
costs. Both sides were wrong. 
Colorado is on track to bring 
in some $84 million this year 
from medical and recreational 
pot taxes and fees. Washington 
by some estimates will it bring 
in more than $50 million be-
tween 2015 and 2017. That’s 
not chump change, but in the 
mix of multibillion-dollar state 
budgets, legal pot isn’t exactly 
a game-changer.

POT LEGALIZATION 
PROMPTS MORE DRUG 
LAWS

Washington and Colorado 
both had to create a raft of new 
regulations when pot became 
legal. That’s because when 
weed was illegal for all, there 
was no such thing as, say, a 
crime of providing weed to 
someone under 21, or grow-
ing pot where it’s not zoned. 
The new legal weed states will 
need hundreds of pages of new 
regulations governing how and 
where marijuana can be pro-
duced, sold and consumed.

MORE DRIVERS MAY 
TEST POSTITIVE FOR 
WEED

Colorado and Washington 
both have seen an uptick in 
drivers testing positive for 
marijuana. But traffic fatali-
ties in both states are down. 
Marijuana proponents and op-
ponents argue about whether 
the increase is a result of more 
testing, or whether more folks 

China factory whirs 
overtime to make Ebola suits

What places that legalized 
pot need to know

In this photo taken Thursday, Oct. 30, 2014, Chinese workers manufacture 
protection suits that meet the standards for use by healthcare workers 
treating Ebola patients at a factory of U.S. based Lakeland Industries in 
Anqiu city in eastern China’s Shandong Province. AP PhOTO/WAynE ZhAng

By Zhang Weiqun  
Associated Press

By Kristen Wyatt  
Associated Press

are driving high. There’s still no 
widely available roadside pot 
test similar to an alcohol breath 
test, though saliva tests are in 
development. Convictions for 
driving stoned in Colorado and 
Washington for now rely on 
blood tests.

NOT CLEAR WHETHER 
OVERALL POT USE GOES 
UP

Though it’s been two years 
since Colorado and Washington 

legalized weed, it’s too soon to 
say whether more people are us-
ing it. That’s because drug use is 
gauged by survey responses, so 
changes take time to show up in 
public health metrics. All eyes 
will be on 2015’s “Monitoring 
The Future” survey, a federal 
youth assessment of risky behav-
iors. Next year’s is the first post-
legalization survey to include 
state-specific data. Both states 
have seen increased marijuana-

related admissions to hospitals 
and substance abuse treatment 
facilities, but marijuana remains 
a small fraction of admissions.

PEOPLE STILL DRINK
Some wondered whether 

widely available pot would have 
people replacing cocktails with 
joints. But according to alcohol-
tax receipts in both states, legal 
weed appears to have little im-
pact on how much alcohol peo-
ple drink.



Black Ameri-
cans are blessed, 
not cursed. I say 
that because it is 
true and verifiable. 
As a people we are 
blessed with intel-

lectual genius, creativity, ingenuity 
and a vast multitalented reservoir of 
human resources, energy and spirit. 

Of course all people are blessed 
with unique as well as universal 
blessings of humanity. But I am so 
thankful for the special and revealed 
blessings of black America, I just 
cannot keep silent when I am ex-
posed to black American genius and 
brilliance.

What am I talking about now? 
It was the 9th Annual Taste of Soul 
2014 Family Festival on the historic 
Crenshaw Boulevard, located in the 
heart of South Central Los Angeles. 

And I witnessed firsthand how 
more than 400,000 sisters and broth-
ers from near and far stood together 
for nearly 10 hours October 18, 
2014. It was an inspiring day. It was 
a revival of the soul of America. It 
was, from my perspective, a glimpse 
of heaven on earth.

The gathering was inter-genera-
tional. People of all ages and all eth-
nicities came out in massive crowds 
to enjoy, celebrate and to reaffirm 
the mutual respect and dignity of all 
the communities that make up the 
city of Los Angeles. 

The “Taste of Soul” tasted good 
not only for those assembled, but 
for all the others who had immersed 
themselves in the very orderly and 
peaceful family festival.

More than 300 independent 
black-owned and other businesses 
were lined up and down Crenshaw, 
participating in one of the largest 
and most successful annual street 
festivals in America. 

As a long-time community orga-
nizer, I know from experience that 
successful events like the Los Ange-
les “Taste of Soul” do not just hap-
pen through osmosis. It takes a lot of 
hard and smart work.

It takes the serious commitment 
of a dedicated group of planners, 
corporate sponsors, elected officials, 
civic and community leaders, entre-
preneurs and grass roots businesses, 
together with media and entertain-
ment legends, led in this instance 
by the single visionary leadership of 
Danny J. Bakewell Sr. 

Brother Danny is the executive 
publisher and CEO of the Los An-
geles Sentinel and the L.A. Watts 
Times. He is also the former chair-
man of the National Newspaper 

Publishers Association (NNPA) 
and an outstanding global business 
leader of the Bakewell Company, a 
family-owned group of businesses.

“Taste of Soul” was both a lo-
cal and a national success story. At 
a time when there has been a lot of 
focus of the injustices that continue 
to be perpetrated on too many of our 
brothers and sisters in black Amer-
ica, this was a much needed thera-
peutic national day of black Ameri-
can unity, joy, passion and spiritual 
empowerment. 

Yet, we also affirmed during the 
“Taste of Soul” the necessity for fur-
ther expansion of the economic de-
velopment and progress of our fami-
lies, businesses and communities.

Corporate leaders must under-
stand that the sponsorship and part-
ner support of major national events 
in black America are in fact im-
portant to how the black American 
community views their businesses. 

It was good to see General Mo-
tors, and in particular its Buick divi-
sion, as a key sponsor of “Taste of 
Soul,” as well as sponsorships from 
Toyota, Bank of America and oth-
ers.

For me, the real appraisal hap-
pened in real time when Bakewell 
asked me to join him in walking 
Crenshaw. It was amazing to see up 
close how entire family members 
were navigating through the crowds. 

Many sisters had baby carriages 
and were welcomed by courteous 
brothers who routinely parted the 
way so that these mothers could pass 
through the mass of people with a 
respectful ease. Thousands came up 
to Bakewell to say, “Thank you for 
doing this. We needed to come to-
gether.” Others affirmed, “Wow, this 
is great. So much unity…; so much 
love and peace.”

Yes, the food was sumptuous. 
Queen Latifah was the “Celebrity 
Chairperson” of the festival and she 
received tremendous rounds of ap-
plause from the audience at each of 
the festival stages. 

The “Taste of Soul” was our na-
tion at its best. Let’s have that kind 
of unity and self-respect on each day 
of the year. Let’s continue the strug-
gle for freedom, justice and equality. 
Long live the spirit and legacy of 
Taste of Soul.” 

Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is the 
president and CEO of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) and can be reached for 
national advertisement sales and 
partnership proposals via email at 
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org. For lectures 
and other professional consulta-
tions, visit http://drbenjaminfchavis-
jr.wix.com/drbfc

OPINION
www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 11novEmbEr 6 - 12, 2014

Seattle Se-
ahawks Super 
Bowl-winning 
q u a r t e r b a c k 
Russell Wilson 
published a re-
vealing article 

a month ago on ThePlayer-
sTribune.com in which he dis-
cussed being a bully in grade 
school. 

Wilson evidently concluded 
that it would be beneficial to 
tarnish his squeaky-clean im-
age so more fans and players 
could relate to him. But now 
it’s been reported that un-
named “sources” within the 
Seahawks locker room claim 
some players don’t consider 
Wilson “black enough.”

It seems like just yester-
day that Barack Obama, was 
questioned about not being 
“black enough” while run-
ning for president in 2008. In 
fact, he showed up late for a 
speech to the National Asso-
ciation of Black Journalists 
and jokingly asked was that 
black enough for them. 

Former Miami Dolphins 
lineman, Jonathan Martin was 
deemed not “black enough” 
by his African-American 
teammates a year ago, when 
being bullied and called the 
N-word by Richie Incognito, 
a white teammate. 

A year earlier, Heisman 
Trophy winner Robert Griffin 
III, whose father boasted that 
he and his wife had reared 
their son to be colorblind, 
faced similar charges.

The ongoing and bitter his-
tory of African-Americans 
who mistrust, ostracize and 
bully one another into follow-
ing certain stereotypical traits, 
beliefs and concerns of the 
community has been a long 
and conflicting battle.

On one hand, certain group 
decisions are still needed to 
benefit the race as a whole, in 
particular on issues of politics 
that may affect fair education, 
employment, housing, taxa-
tion and the fair practices of 
American law. But when it 
comes to individual beliefs, 
ideas, habits, likes, dislikes 
and behaviors, all bets are off. 

Each person has a God-giv-
en right and license to be who 
they are. There have been far 
too many disputes about how 
someone looks, walks, talks, 
dresses, who they hang out 
with, what music they listen 
to, and who they marry.

Let’s put it out there: Grif-
fin’s wife is white and Wil-
son’s ex-wife is white and 
that’s the source of some 
discontent among blacks, es-
pecially women. Again, that’s 
their business.

I participated in such race 
bullying in my college years, 
where certain small town kids 
were teased for being less 
than urban cool. When you’re 
born and reared in such big 
cities as Philadelphia, New 
York, Washington, Chicago, 
Detroit, you tend to set a 
higher bar of what black is 
supposed to be. 

Everything else becomes 
“country,” “corny,” “back-
wards,” “bama” and “not 
black enough.”

However, the most harm-
ful type of black-on-black 
bullying is when we accuse 
someone of “acting white,” 

“talking white,” “selling out” 
or being an “Oreo.” 

Without realizing the 
many societal implications 
involved, “acting white” be-
comes a label for African-
Americans who have higher 
academic standards, speak 
correct English, read books, 
live in higher economic 
neighbors, have attained their 
goals, and are accepted and 
sociable with white Ameri-
can peers as well as African-
Americans.

Wow, that sounds like Rus-
sell Wilson. But the problem 
is, if all of that is “acting 
white” and not being “black 
enough,” then what is “acting 
black” and being “real” - hav-
ing low academic standards, 
speaking broken English, 
never reading anything, liv-
ing in poverty, never reaching 
your goals, and not being ac-
cepted or sociable with white 
America?

Think about it. What ex-
actly are we saying when we 
quantify the words “black” 
and “white?” Because the last 
time I checked the dictionary, 
everything “white” is deemed 
fresh, clean, innocent, angel-
ic, perfect, ideal, good, hon-
est, bright, new, beginning, 
exact and unmarked. In con-
trast, “black” is labeled soiled, 
dark, evil, deadly, mysterious, 
deceptive, violent, secretive, 
demonic, tragic and the end 
of things.

Ironically, the color “black” 
is also identified with power 
and elegance, like ‘Black 
Power,’ black-tie affairs and 
businesses finishing the year 
“in the black.” 

However, that’s not the 
identification of the word 
“black” that African-Amer-
icans are referring to when 
they claim that someone isn’t 
“black enough.” I’ve never 
used it, because I understand 
that there are degrees to ev-
erything and one person’s 
“not black enough” may be 
someone else’s “too black.”

Omar Tyree is a New York 
Times bestselling author, an 
NAACP Image Award winner 
for Outstanding Fiction and a 
professional journalist. Visit 
him at www.OmarTyree.com

?Ask Alma

My husband stole 
from church!

Dear Alma,
My husband and I have been 

faithful servants in our church 
for over 20 years. I am on the 
Usher Board, Woman’s Day 
committee, and we participate 
in the Married Couples Minis-
try (MCM). My husband, too, 
is very committed to the MCM 
and he also serves as head of 
the finance committee. 

Let me start by saying that I 
am mortified. He just recently 
confided in me that over the 
past year he has stolen over 
$100,000 from the church. I 
could just die. I don’t know 
why he did it and he says he 
doesn’t know why he did it, ei-
ther. We don’t need the money!

We are both gainfully em-
ployed, college graduates who 
make more than enough money 
to take care of our family. I did 
not know or suspect anything. I 
have not seen any extravagant 
purchases that he’s made with 
the money. Our financial bud-
get has not changed. 

We have two children who 
are, too, very active at our 
church. I love our church, our 
pastor and the first lady and 
our church family. I just can’t 
believe this is happening, I’m 
ashamed to show my face. I 
am so embarrassed I can hard-
ly speak to him. How on earth 
could he do this to me and our 
children? 

My first thought is to put him 
out of the house. I do not want 
to sleep next to him and at least 
that way the church will see I 
had nothing to do with it. I am 
at a lost as to what to do next. 
I’m interested in what you 
think about what my husband 
has done to me. What are your 
thoughts?

Name withheld

Dear Name Withheld, 
I can see you are cross-eyed 

mad, upset, angry, stunned and 
outraged over what has hap-
pened, as you should be. But in 
my opinion, you’re obligated 
to stand by your husband. 

The trust has been broken, 
yes I know. And you know 
what, if you stay married long 
enough, that’s what happens; 

everything is not alright all the 
time. Remember your vows, 
especially the one that says, in 
sickness and in health. 

This, my dear, certainly 
qualifies as a health issue. Al-
though I’m no doctor, I think 
he may be suffering from klep-
tomania.

Pull up the shades and stop 
hiding in the basement. You 
need to move past being mad 
and pray, take deep breaths and 
figure out what you can do to 
help your husband. Let go of 
the embarrassment. 

Everybody’s got a “oh-
Lawd-I-hope-they-don’t-find-
out” sweater, hanging in the 
closet. Some sweaters are 
larger than others, mind you, 
but turn the large magnifying 
mirror away from your face to-
wards your husband. Look for 
loving options to address his 
issue. Here’s your chance to 
see what you’ve learned from 
all those “love is kind and for-
giving” sermons. 

The truth of the matter is, 
this ain’t about you! Listen to 
your husband. Notice I didn’t 
suggest that you do the talking. 
Sit with him and allow him to 
express what’s going on inside 
and how it makes him feel. 
Obviously, he should make an 
appointment to see a therapist 
and apologize to the pastor, 
maybe even the congregation 
of your church. That’s a deci-
sion that should come from the 
church officials.

Pick up a copy of Kleptoma-
nia: The Compulsion to Steal 
- What Can Be Done? by Dr. 
Marcus J. Goldman. Your hus-
band, for his sake, needs to ad-
dress the root of this compul-
sion, and it’s a responsibility 
he has to own. 

Be supportive and stop wor-
rying so much about what’s 
going on outside your house. 
You have no control over that. 
Your husband should be your 
first priority, just as it would be 
if he were your child. Uh huh, 
you know what I’m saying. 
Don’t give up on him; he needs 
you now more than ever.

- Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advise Columnist

The black athlete: 
‘when does one 
become black 
enough?’
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By Omar Tyree
NNPA Columnist

I am an African 
American male, 
and I can remem-
ber the days when 
we were called 
‘Negro.’  My par-
ents were called 

‘Colored.’
Our most recent descriptor is 

‘African-American,’ which suc-
ceeded us being called ‘black.’

Many of my generation have 
also heard the terms ‘Uncle Tom’ 
and ‘acting white.’  The latest in 
this category is ‘you’re not black 
enough.’

Now not to my face but I suspect 
that I have been called all of the 
aforementioned terms.

So the questions come up, ‘what 
is black enough and what are the 
qualifications?  Who fits the bill?’

Recently this black enough issue 
was attached to Russell Wilson, 
the quarterback of the Super Bowl 
Champions, Seattle Seahawks.

I don’t know Wilson, however I 
do know that he was a successful 
college quarterback at both N.C. 
State University and the University 
of Wisconsin.  He earned his col-
lege degree and was a draft choice 
of the Seahawks.

There have been times I have 
listened to him being interviewed 
on both radio and television.  My 
initial thoughts were that this is an 
articulate and reasoned young man 
who leads his team at the quarter-
back position.  He has command of 
the English language.

What makes him not black 
enough?  Does his fair complexion 
make him not black enough?  Does 
his curly hair make him not black 
enough?  I don’t know his politics, 

so does that make him not black 
enough?

That he appears to be comfort-
able around all people, does that 
make him not black enough?  That 
he wears a coat and tie makes him 
not black enough?

African-Americans come in all 
varieties.  There is not a prototype 
for us.  The only common denomi-
nator for us is our skin color and 
even that comes in different shades 
and hues.

A lot of us can recall terms like 
‘red bone, light skin and good hair.’  
I didn’t fit any of those descriptors. 
However, my parents gave me a 
solid foundation, self-esteem, con-
fidence and sent me on my way.

Unfortunately, some in the 
world have stereotyped us.  You 
know the stereotypes, so I won’t 
go into them. And it is my belief 
that many of the characteristics at-

tributed to black people have hurt 
us.  

We have been pigeon-holed 
into being and acting a certain 
way. If we don’t conform to this 
construct, then we are labeled not 
black enough.  If our positions 
don’t agree, then some would cast 
us aside.  

That is not right! If anything, 
we as black people must be more 
understanding and more temperate 
because of our history. What I find 
to be troubling is that it is ‘us’ say-
ing that we are not black enough.  
How can that be?

Media outlets have convinced 
some of us that there is a black 
code of conduct; that there is some 
unwritten set of guidelines that we 
must adhere to on a daily basis.

I will chose for me who are my 
heroes, two of them being Arthur 
Ashe and Colin Powell.  Why?  

Arthur Ashe was my role model 
during my days of playing high 
school and college tennis, and Co-
lin Powell because of his service to 
his country and his Jamaican back-
ground - which I share.

If a young football player is 
looking for someone to emulate, 
I would suggest they try Russell 
Wilson because he is sharp, smart 
and savvy! Not based on whether 
someone else thinks or questions 
whether he is ‘black enough.’

I wish Russell Wilson well in all 
of his endeavors both on and off 
the field.

Dr. James B. Ewers Jr. is Presi-
dent Emeritus of the Teen Men-
toring Committee (Ohio).  He is 
the author of Perspectives From 
Where I Sit: Essays on Education, 
Parenting and Teen Issues.  He can 
be reached at ewers.jr56@yahoo.
com

Looking for someone to emulate? 
Choose character over ‘black enough’

Tasting a “Taste of 
Soul”: blacks are 
blessed, not cursed 

By Dr. James B. Ewers Jr.           
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. 
NNPA Columnist



Yay Me! Yep, 
I’m celebrating 
me and my tenure 
at The Mississippi 
Link, as well as all 
of you who have 
faithfully read “The 

Reigning News” for seven years 
now. I came on board The Missis-
sippi Link November 2007, and 
many of you have been with me 
since the beginning. You’ve told me 
that you’ve enjoyed my sharing and 
I have truly enjoyed yours, as well.

When it dawned on me that I was 
approaching my seven year anniver-
sary as the religion editor, I began to 
thank God for yet another degree of 
love that He has presented to me.

More church announcements 
are being received, ministers from 
across the state have shared won-
derful messages from the Word and 
wonderful church events and pro-
grams are spotlighted because of 
you, our readers.

So, don’t stop now. Please con-
tinue to keep me busy; give me even 
more work to do. The holidays are 
upon us and as the weeks progress, 
we want to hear from you and the 
wonderful events that will be unfold-
ing throughout your communities.  
Please, let us know what celebra-
tions, programs, events, etc.; you 
have planned so that the commu-
nity can be a part of it.

As you do your work for the 

Lord, The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around the 
state of Mississippi, asks that you 
let us help you to communicate 
the good news of our Lord.  Isa-
iah 52:7a reads, “What a beautiful 
sight it is to see messengers com-
ing with good news!”

So come on - let’s begin this 
holiday season by sharing the 
abundance of blessings that have 
been bestowed upon each of us.

I know, this is a shorter mes-
sage than I usually share with you 
but I promise you, it is filled with 
so much love and gratitude. Now, 
before I end, I have to say it one 
more time - I want to personally 
thank you for your involvement 
with “The Reigning News.” Your 
contributions are a strong testa-
ment of letting others know that 
“Your God rules!” (Isaiah 52:7b 
NRSV) - or as referenced in the 
King James Version “Your God 
reigns.”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around the 
state of Mississippi, would like to 
not only share your news but all 
who would like to tell others about 
the Lord’s goodness and about 
your places of worship and even 
those religious institutions visited.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Missis-
sippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, 
Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Too Busy to Pray: The Freedom for Pastoral Ministry 
There have 

been a few writ-
ers who main-
tain that pastors 
are generalists. 
We must do 
many things and 

hopefully do them well. This is 
especially true for pastors in Af-
rican American congregations 
and communities.

It has long been assumed that 
the pastor is to be present and 
productive in every way imagin-
able; the pastor is to be preacher, 
teacher, social justice advocate, 
counselor, surrogate parent, 
mentor, business-minded, po-
litically connected, a managerial 
genius… You get the point. The 
problem is that pastors, who are 
all of these things and more, are 
so spread out that ineffective-
ness and burnout often follow. 
To be sure, pastors should be 
concerned with a whole host of 
things, but we should never be 
too busy to pray and be in the 
presence of God.

Pastors are not professionals, 
if by ‘professional’ we assume 
the emulation of corporate imag-
es of the CEO and manager. This 
does not mean that there are not 
things pastors and churches can 
learn from business cultures; 

rather it means that the pastor’s 
ultimate identity is not grounded 
in Wall Street but the Way of Je-
sus.

E.M. Bounds is right when he 
says, “The preacher … is not a 
professional man; his ministry 
is not a profession; it is a divine 
institution, a divine devotion.” 
Thus, the pastorate, properly 
understood, is not defined as a 
profession but as a vocation.

As a vocation, a calling, the 
pastorate is by its very nature 
“full-time.” There is not a mo-
ment when the faithful pastor’s 
head, heart, and hands are not 
aligned to the whole counsel of 
God and to the service of the 
Lord’s Church. But this should 
not be misconstrued as being ap-
plicable to some kind of profes-
sional context where the pastor 
is always sitting in the office and 
running errands. There are many 
men and women in ministry 
who cannot do this for varying 
yet legitimate reasons. But con-
gregations should never create 
and expect demands that take 
the pastor from prayerful prepa-
ration or for family life.

In order to do ministry most 
effectively, pastors in the 21st 
century must live out this voca-
tion as freely as possible. I do 
not mean that pastors should 
do no work. Indeed pastors are 

very busy people and we do 
much more than preach a 20 or 
40 minute sermon on Sunday. 
Because pastoral ministry re-
quires so much from the pastor, 
the pastor should not neglect the 
most important and central ele-
ments of his or her authority and 
action.

Acts 6 shares the calling of 
the first deacons. They emerge 
due to pastoral necessity: the 
apostles must be free for min-
istry of the Word and prayer. To 
be sure, tending to other mat-
ters was of importance, but the 
apostles invited the deacons to 
share in the pastoral call as to 
protect themselves from burn 
out and from displacing the pri-
macy of prayer and preaching. 
This echoes Jethro’s admonition 
to Moses in Exodus 18 about the 
need for delegated leadership in 
assisting Moses in his pastoral 
work.

So, in order to be free to do 
this most glorious work, pas-
tors cannot be inundated with 
unproductive busyness; and 
the pastor must be free for full 
time ministry to fight full time 
devils. Pastoral ministry is spiri-
tual warfare, selfless service, 
and sanctified life in the world. 
When churches free their pas-
tors to do this eternal business, 
they and the larger community 

benefit greatly and are blessed 
richly.

In order for pastors in the 21st 
century to commit wholly to 
this work, they need congrega-
tions that cheerfully and gener-
ously support the pastor’s need 
for sanctified time, protecting 
it earnestly, and to take care of 
the pastor’s material needs. 1 
Timothy 5:17-18 says, “Let the 
elders who rule well be consid-
ered worthy of double honor, es-
pecially those who work hard at 
preaching and teaching. For the 
Scripture says, “You shall not 
muzzle the ox while he is thresh-
ing,” and “The laborer is worthy 
of his wages.” (cf. 1 Cor 9:3-18)

H.B. Charles, a Baptist pas-
tor in Jacksonville, Fla., may be 
the most eloquent on this subject 
when he writes:

“Members love pastors who 
are always available. But it is 
not good if he is always avail-
able. He will be more help to 
you if he shuts himself up to 
pray and study. You want a pas-
tor who has something to say, 
rather than someone who has 
to say something. This requires 
times to prepare. Give it to him.”

The Rev. CJ Rhodes is a grad-
uate of the University of MS and 
Duke University. Rev. Rhodes 
is married to Allison Thomas-
Rhodes.
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Proverbs, the Ultimate Life Coach - Part IX

Daylight Savings Time ends; God’s love remains

While conclud-
ing last week’s 
study of Proverbs, 
the Ultimate Life 
Coach, we were re-
minded to listen to 
the pleasant words 

of God and apply them to our lives.  
Some other things that we have said 
about the Book of Proverbs include:

1)  The prerequisite for God to be 
our life coach (Proverbs 1:7)

2)  The purpose of the Book of 
Proverbs (Proverbs 1:2-6)

One source said: “The book of 
Proverbs is simply about how to at-
tain godly wisdom, and how to use 
it in everyday living.” The Hebrew 
word for wisdom is chokmah (khok-
maw) which means skillful. Wis-
dom is a skill that helps us maneuver 
through the challenges of life. Mat-
thew Poole Commentary interpreted 
the phrase “…to know wisdom…” 
in Proverbs 1:2 as: “…human wis-
dom, to conduct our affairs in this 
life…to make men wise to know 
their duty, and to save their souls.” 
In other words, God’s wisdom posi-
tively affects both the physical and 
spiritual. 

Some of the issues we have dis-
cussed thus far include: Talking too 
much, learning to be content with 
what we have, and how the Book of 
Proverbs tells us how we can have 

healthy lives. Today Proverbs, the 
Ultimate Life Coach will teach us 
about having a good work ethic. Our 
first point is: 

1. Excuses, the companion of lazy 
people as taught in Proverbs 22:13, 
which reads: “The sluggard says, 
“There is a lion outside! I will be 
killed in the streets!” Lazy people 
are not go getters they want stuff 
to just fall out of the sky into their 
laps. They make all of kind of ex-
cuses to avoid responsibility. They 
try to lead others to believe that their 
lack of productivity is somebody 
else’s fault. A lazy person makes 
the situation look worse than it re-
ally is. I believe lazy folk and liars 
are nearly one in the same, because 
a lazy person lies to avoid responsi-
bility. If you claim to be a Christian, 
you have no room at all to use this 
excuse, because you have a mira-
cle working God. Your stumbling 
blocks are stepping stones, because 
God is good at taking problems and 
turning them into prosperity.  

2. God has anointed all hands to 
prosper as taught in (Proverbs 10:4), 
which reads: “A slack hand causes 
poverty, but the hand of the diligent 
makes rich.” 

One source said: “The active hand 
gets a penny. This is true in the af-
fairs of our souls as well as in our 
worldly affairs; slothfulness and hy-
pocrisy lead to spiritual poverty, but 
those who are passionate in spirit, 

serving the Lord, are likely to be rich 
in faith and rich in good works.”

God has placed an anointing on 
our hands when it comes to doing 
things. It is a known fact that those 
who work smart and hard often reap 
benefits because God has designed it 
that way. It doesn’t matter if you are 
a Christian or not a Christian; if you 
work hard the Lord has blessed your 
hands to succeed in one way or an-
other. God has blessed our hands to 
prosper and therefore the choices we 
have made and the level of our com-
mitment has brought us to where 
we are today. If you are not satisfied 
with where you are today, if you are 
not happy with your job just think 
about the choices you have made 
that may be responsible for where 
you are today! 

Some people become angry at 
the success of others, but they have 
not done what they could have and 
should have done to prosper them-
selves, so they can blame them-
selves. We all have gone to fast food 
restaurants and generally speaking 
the ones who work the cash regis-
trars are fairly nice, but sometimes 
you get some who seem like they 
hate their job and it shows. A lady 
once said she wanted to tell one per-
son, “Don’t get mad at me because 
I went to school and don’t have to 
work here. You had the same oppor-
tunity.”

By the way, all honest work is re-

spectable work. I read a quote that 
said, “There is no such thing as an 
unimportant job, it is just people 
who feel unimportant doing the job.”

Hard work gives you an advan-
tage: Proverbs 12:24, “The hand 
of the diligent will rule, while the 
slothful will be put to forced labor.” 
I know a man who is a top executive 
for Nissan. He started out working 
on the assembly line after he gradu-
ated from college. He worked hard 
and earned his way up through the 
ranks and eventually his hard work 
paid off. Now he is no longer being 
told what to do, but he tells many 
people under him what to do.

I heard about a plant that held a 
plant-wide meeting and one worker 
stood up and said, “Since business 
is going so well due to our labor, 
I heard the supervisors are going 
to get a big fat bonus check. How 
about giving us some of that bonus 
money? The boss said, “Well, you 
can get some of that bonus money 
too. Just work hard and apply for a 
supervisor’s position when it comes 
open.” If you work hard and if you 
aspire to move up, one day you will 
be in a position to rule.

In the Book of Genesis, after be-
ing sold into slavery, Joseph didn’t 
get an attitude and become slothful 
in his work, but rather he worked 
hard and God honored him and 
blessed him to be put in positions of 
authority in every place he worked 

(Put over his master’s house, put 
over prisoners, and finally put over 
a nation).

Proverbs 10:4 tells us that the 
slack hand, the person who is not 
committed to whatever task that is 
before them will miss out on some-
thing in the long run. The Apostle 
Paul weighed in on this issue in 2 
Thessalonians 3:10, “For even when 
we were with you we gave you or-
ders, saying, if any man does no 
work, do not let him eat.” By the 
way, this does not apply to those 
who are sick long-term or disabled 
but it applies to able bodied folk.

When we do not use the anointed 
hands (gifts and talents) that can 
bring about blessings then God will 
let us suffer. If you refuse to commit 
to a task then you are bound to go 
lacking one way or another, because 

just as God anointed the hardwork-
ing hand to prosper, He has anointed 
the lazy hand to suffer loss.

Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor 
of Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison. Residents 
of Madison, he and wife, Minister 
Yolanda; are the proud parents of 
three daughters. He received de-
grees from Criswell College in Dal-
las; Southern Methodist University 
- Perkins School of Theology; and 
a Masters of Divinity from Mem-
phis Theological Seminary. A pas-
tor for 23 years, Collier serves as 
a volunteer chaplain for various 
law enforcement agencies in the 
metro area and for the Mississippi 
Governor’s Mansion. He may be 
reached by calling 601.260.3016, 
601.855.7898 or e-mail karab5@
live.com.

Daylight Savings Time has 
ended and so has consistent warm 
weather. Something else that may 
have changed, may be your daily 
routines, and in some cases, even a 
change in your attitudes. That extra 
hour of sleep is wonderful the first 
day and then, so many of us begin 
to think, “Why is it getting so dark 
so early.  Is this really better?”

Daylight Savings Time, con-
ceived by Benjamin Franklin in 
1784, was brought to “light” as a 
means to save energy during the 
summer months by extending the 
daylight into the evening hours. 
(It has become a common prac-
tice around the world to use more 
resources for light as darkness ap-

proaches.)
A new call to embrace Day-

light Savings Time was issued in 
1907 and finally in 1916, coun-
tries began to adopt the practice. 
The United States did not formally 
implement it until 1918, and even 
since that time the practice has 
been repealed and re-implemented 
several times.

Today, Daylight Savings Time 
is still not fully embraced by many 
countries and even states in Amer-
ica, but it is a time when families 
slow down and nestling in homes 
becomes a more frequent occur-
rence.

One thing that I have always 
found amazing is that Daylight 
Savings Time always begins and 
ends on Sunday, a day known for 

the rising of the Lord and a day  
filled with togetherness, love, and 
peace; the perfect ingredients for 
nestling with those you love. 

This year, Daylight Savings 
Time ended on Sunday, November 
2, 2014. But because God cel-
ebrated the Sabbath, this change 
in time is also a day that new 
life begins: a new life of wor-
ship; of fellowship; and a time to 
take a look at your membership 
with your house of worship and 
re-commit yourself to being in a 
solid relationship with the Lord.  

There are seven days in the 
week, but Sunday is the day that 
most Christians gather for uni-
fied praise.  Sunday is the day of 
change, of dedicated service, and 
a day of reverence.  Sunday, No-

vember 2, was the conclusion of 
Daylight Savings Time; but ev-
ery day is a day that God wants 
each of you to come together to 
shout from the mountaintops that 
although the light as you know 
it may be changing, the light of 
the World is never changing.  Our 
God is a steadfast God.  He is our 
beginning and our end.

So, whenever you have a 
chance, please share with some-
one, the joys of seeing the day 
turn into night and vice versa. 
Let others know that regardless 
of what time or season it is, God 
is always in control. Slow down 
during this period of adapting 
to the setting of the sun and re-
flect on what God has seen you 
through.

N E w S  F R o M  T h E  w o R D

P a S T o R a L  P o I N T S

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link

REIGNING
aNNoUNCEMENTS

Christ Tabernacle Church, 1201 Cooper Rd., 
Jackson, will host its annual Women’s Day Pro-
gram on Sunday, November 9, from 9 – 11 a.m.  
The theme is “Breaking the Barriers” Psalms 
133:1.  The speaker will be Ms. Tabatha Hampton.  
For more information call 601.373.1715 or visit 
www.christtabernaclecchurch.org.  Rev. Hosea J. 
Hines is the pastor.  

Holy City International Empowerment Minis-
tries, 251 Kearney Park Rd., Flora, will host its 
annual Christmas in November on Saturday, No-
vember 22, at 10 a.m.  There will be free food, toys 
and clothes for those in need.  One food box will 
be provided per household.  For more information 
call 601.879.3999.  Bishop Stanley Cavett Sr. is 
pastor.  

Family and Friends Day services will be observed 
at Green Pastures Church on November 16, 
2014 during the 10:45 A.M. worship service. 
Theme - “Behold, how good and pleasant it is for 
brethern to dwell together in unity.” Thank you for 
sharing with us. Pastor Carl Hunt.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor



In 1 Thessa-
lonians 5:16-
18, the Apostle 
Paul said to the 
Church at Thes-
salonica, “Re-
joice evermore 

(that is not merely a good 
idea; it is a command). Pray 
without ceasing. In every-
thing give thanks: for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you.”

Paul said in our Scripture 
text, “I will that men pray ev-
erywhere” (verse 8). A pray-
ing heart will find and stay 
in a praying place. Paul was 
telling us to stay in a praying 
condition, or in an attitude of 
prayer, everywhere, all the 
time.

You may ask, “How can I 
pray everywhere?” You can 
pray everywhere by staying 
out of places where it is im-
possible to pray.

A man cannot pray when 
he is engaged in a crooked 
bargain. The devil may tempt 
you to cut the corners a little 
to get some extra money. 
When you know that you 
are being slightly crooked, it 
would be impossible to stop 
and tell a customer to wait a 
minute while you pray about 
it; prayer would be the least of 
your thoughts.

You can get into places 
where prayer is out of the 
question. The only way you 

can pray everywhere is to stay 
out of anyplace where you 
cannot honestly and uprightly 
pray, and that covers a multi-
tude of places and things. If 
you cannot pray there, then 
you should not be there. There 
are places where, if you were 
to even try to pray, it would be 
blasphemy.

Paul was not writing to the 
world in our Scripture text. 
He was writing to the people 
of God. The devil is work-
ing to get you in a position 
where you cannot pray right, 
and then your defense will be 
gone. Study the whole Armor 
of God: it is all defensive, and 
the weapon is prayer. None of 
us has any other weapon to 
use against the devil.

When speaking of prayer, 
I am not talking about when 
you cannot say a prayer, but 
rather praying in such a way 
that God recognizes that you 
are really praying. Again, 1 
Timothy 2:8 reads, “I will 
therefore that men pray ev-
erywhere, lifting up Holy 
hands.”

Lifting up Holy hands is 
symbolic in the sense that the 
Jewish attitude of prayer was 
different from ours. In the Old 
Testament, when Solomon 
prayed, he lifted his hands to-
ward heaven with his palms 
opened to God.

The Psalmist David wrote 
in Psalm 141:2, “Let my 
prayer be set forth before thee 
as incense; and the lifting 

up of my hands as the eve-
ning sacrifice.” What was the 
Psalmist conveying? Just any 
kind of prayer will not work; 
God will not accept it. In es-
sence, He was saying, “Let 
my prayer be rightly ordered. 
Let it be kindled by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. I want it to 
be accepted as incense.”

Then he said, “And the lift-
ing up of my hands as the eve-
ning sacrifice.” The evening 
sacrifice had to be pure and 
clean, without spot and blem-
ish, acceptable to God. The 
Psalmist was expressing that 
when he lifted up his hands, 
he wanted them to be as clean 
as the evening sacrifice.

Lifting up the hands with 
the palms open to God showed 
forth the entreating request. 
When Paul mentioned “lift-
ing up holy hands” in 1 Timo-
thy 2:8, the Greek word holy 
used there means “hands that 
have not touched forbidden 
things.”

Psalm 26:6 says, “I will 
wash mine hands in innocence 
(holy hands - innocent, clear): 
so will I compass thine Altar, 
O Lord.” People today mess 
around and get into things 
that they know they should 
not be in, touching forbidden 
things and doing things that 
are contrary to the Scriptures, 
and then they turn around and 
want to pray.

We read in Isaiah 1:15-
16, God said: “And when ye 
spread forth your hands, I will 

hide mine eyes from you: yea, 
when ye make many prayers, 
I will not hear: your hands are 
full of blood. Wash you, make 
you clean; put away the evil 
of your doings from before 
mine eyes; cease to do evil.”If 
you do that, then God will 
hear you.

Someone may say, “If that 
was the standard, a sinner 
could not be saved.” Allow 
me to clarify: I am talking 
about a Saint praying. God 
holds a different standard on 
the Saint than He does on the 
sinner who is coming defiled, 
seeking help from Him.

God will hear the vile sin-
ner who comes in repentance 
and wants to be clean. He 
can be corrupt and lift up his 
hands when he comes in a re-
pentant attitude, and God will 
hear him. On the other hand, 
if you, as a Child of God, 
know what the truth is and 
mess around a little and then 
lift up your hands, see how 
much He hears you.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III 
is pastor of Joynes Road 
Church of God, 31 Joynes 
Road, Hampton VA 23669. 
He is married to Velma L. 
Green. He honorably served 
in the U.S. Army for 20 years. 
Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs 
from the Billboard Gospel Charts

 for the week of November 6

1.	 All	I	Need	Is	You	 	 Lecrae
2.	 Say	Yes		 	 	 Michelle	Williams	Featuring	Beyonce	and	Kelly	Rowland
3.	 Beautiful	Day	 	 	 Jamie	Grace
4.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
5.	 Amazing	 	 	 Ricky	Dillard	&	New	G
6.	 For	Your	Glory	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
7.	 Messengers	 	 	 Lecrae	Featuring	for	KING	&	COUNTRY
8.	 No	Greater	Love	 	 Smokie	Norful
9.	 Nuthin	 	 	 	 Lecrae
10.	 Say	I	Won’t	 	 	 Lecrae	Featuring	Andy	Mineo

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Your First and Greatest Duty: Pray - Part II

A few years 
ago, I was having 
a conversation 
with a friend that 
was interrupted 
by a phone call. 
Even if I hadn’t 

heard her part of the conversa-
tion, her body language gave away 
her feelings about what was turn-
ing into an irritating phone call. 
When she scribbled on a napkin 
some of what her male friend on 
the other end was saying, I knew 
she had her work cut out for her in 
her “let’s be friends” conversation. 
The more she insisted she saw him 
as a “brother,” the more he insisted 
that there was “something more” 
between them. 

When she was finally ended 
the call, she vigorously shook her 
head in frustration. Apparently, 
that was the third phone call she’d 
had from him in less than a week. 
She dismissed it as a coincidence 
since the holidays are getting near. 
She didn’t think he or the ex-boy-
friend of hers from seven years 
ago who’d also insisted a week 
earlier that she was his wife (in his 
words, “she was just being stub-
born”) were sincere. We couldn’t 
say for sure, but we guessed that 
neither one was serious about any-
thing other than trying not to be 
alone during the upcoming holiday 
season. 

The holidays bring a double-
edged sword of both happiness 
and sadness. More people com-
mit suicide during the holidays. 
We are happy to be around our 
treasured family and friends, but 
sad to think of others who are no 
longer with us. Also, we might be 
happy to have extended time off, 

but get restless if we have to spend 
too much of that time by ourselves. 

Sometimes I think God allows 
us to experience seasons of soli-
tude so we can develop a much 
stronger connection with him. The 
blessing of solitude is that it can 
be where we do our best connect-
ing with God. There are no dis-
tractions, just the sweet aroma of 
God’s presence. During solitude, 
we learn the important lesson of 
how to treasure the quiet moments 
that may come and spend time in 
God’s presence. 

Matthew 4:1 shows how it was 
in solitude that Jesus overcame the 
devil’s temptations while in the 
wilderness. Jesus even encourages 
in John 16:32-33,” Yet I am not 
alone, for my Father is with me. I 
have told you these things, so that 
in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But 
take heart! I have overcome the 
world.”

Admittedly, solitude can be 
emotionally draining but it is a 
unique place where we can have 
tremendous growth, if we are will-
ing to do the spiritual and emo-
tional work. I think about my own 
times when I feared and struggled 
with solitude because it seemed 
like I was so disconnected from 
others. I now see that I was really 
missing out on a chance to get bet-
ter connected to God. Rather than 
focusing on the disconnection 
from others, I’m now able to enjoy 
the blessing of the stronger con-
nection with God. 

Shewanda Riley is the author of 
“Love Hangover: Moving From 
Pain to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, at 
www.shewandariley.com or www.
anointedauthorsontour.com 

The blessing of 
solitude

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R v E D

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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ADvErTisEmEnT For biDs

DEpArTmEnT oF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTrATion
bUrEAU oF bUilDinG, GroUnDs AnD

rEAl propErTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACkson, mississippi

ADvErTisEmEnT For biDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 12/11/2014 , for:

RE: GS# 109-210 School of Medicine 
 University Medical Center

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

Professional: Cooke Douglass Farr Lemons 
  Architects & Engineers PA and
  Eley Guild Hardy Architects - 
  Jackson, P.A., a Joint Venture 
Address:     329 East Capitol Street
  Jackson, Mississippi 39201
Phone:  601-354-2572
Email:                   jeley@eleyguildhardy.com

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not 
be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

11/6/2014, 11/13/2014

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

lEGAl

Announcement

The City Clerk’s Office will be open the week of October 27, 2014 - 
October 31, 2014 for Voter Registration between the hours 8:00 a.m. 
- 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, November 1, 2014 at 8:00 a. m -12:00 (noon) 
to be eligible to vote on December 2, 2014 Municipal Ward 1 Special 
Election.

Voter Registration deadline for the upcoming Municipal Ward 1 Special 
Election is Saturday, November 1, 2014 at 12:00 Noon.

The last day to vote by absentee ballot is Saturday, November 29, 2014 
at 12:00 (noon). To accommodate the absentee voting process The 
City Clerk’s Office will be open on Saturday. November 22, 2014 at 
8:00 a.m.-12:00 (noon) and Saturday, November 29, 2014 at 8:00 a.m.-
12:00 (noon).

 10/30/2014, 11/6/2014, 11/13/2014

lEGAl

Depository bid 

Depository bids for 2015 and 2016 will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi on December 9, 2014 at 3:30 pm at the City Hall, 219 South 
President Street. Bids may be mailed or delivered to the following address 
prior to or on December 9, 2014.

 City of Jackson, Mississippi
 Attention: City Clerk
 219 South President Street
 Jackson, MS 39201

Depository bids must be submitted in compliance with Mississippi Code 
Section 27-105-315 and related Mississippi Code Sections 27-105-5 and 
27-105-9.

Depository bid specifications may be received by contacting the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi as follows:

 Department of Administration
 Attention: Felicia Young, Treasurer
 200 South President Street
 Jackson, MS 39201
 Telephone (601) 960-2005

11/6/2014

EmploYmEnT

occupancy specialist: The Mississippi Regional Housing Authority 
No. VI is seeking qualified applicants to fill the position of Occupancy 
Specialist. This position is responsible for eligibility determination 
and certification of Section 8 participants. Candidates should hold a 
bachelor’s degree or suitable combination of public housing and/or 
social service related experience. Candidate must be computer literate. 
Applicants should submit a letter of interest along with a current resume 
to: Linda Durr, Human Resource Specialist, Mississippi Regional Housing 
Authority No. VI, P.O. Box 8746, Jackson, MS 39284. Closing Date is 
November14, 2014. EOE.

10/30/2014, 11/6/2014
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Satellite TV Difference

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!

H.O.WOLDING, INC.
•NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!•

Learn to drive for

New Drivers can earn $850/wk +Benefits!
Carrier covers cost! Home Every Weekend!

Now offering Driver Trainees
$2,000 Sign-On Bonus!

1-888-540-7364

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!

H.O.WOLDING, INC.
•NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!•

Learn to drive for

New Drivers can earn $850/wk +Benefits!
Carrier covers cost! Home Every Weekend!

Now offering Driver Trainees
$2,000 Sign-On Bonus!

1-888-540-7364

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!

H.O.WOLDING, INC.
•NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!•

Learn to drive for

New Drivers can earn $850/wk +Benefits!
Carrier covers cost! Home Every Weekend!

Now offering Driver Trainees
$2,000 Sign-On Bonus!

1-888-540-7364

H.O. Wolding
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AVIATION MANUFACTURING
CAREERS - Get trained as FAA certified
Aviation Technician. Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. Call AIM 866-367-2510.

COLONIAL LIFE has an immediate
opportunity for a District Sales Manager
who can recruit and develop a team. E-
mail if interested: ceasterwood@colonial-
life.com. or call 601-326-2956.

DRIVER - CDL/A
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days
and start driving with KLLM!

• No out of pocket tuition cost and
CLASSES START EVERY MONDAY!

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllmdrivingacademy.com 
WANT TO DRIVE A TRUCK... NO
EXPERIENCE? COMPANY SPONSORED
CDL TRAINING. In 3 Weeks Learn To
Drive A Truck & Earn $45,000+. Full
Benefits. 1-877-699-1647.

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS?
Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST. Seen on CNN. A+
rating with the BBB. Call 1-800-675-
1156.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DIRECTV starting at $24.95/month.
Free 3-months of HBO, Starz, Showtime &
Cinemax. FREE RECEIVER Upgrade! 2014
NFL Sunday Ticket included with Select
Packages. Some exclusions apply-call for
details. 1-800-912-4961.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months). Find Out
How To SAVE Up to 50% Today! Ask
About Same Day Installation! CALL 1-
800-319-2526.
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!* Get a
whole-home Satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99 month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, SO CALL NOW. 1-800-416-
7262.
REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
Now to see if you Qualify. 1-800-522-
9068.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t - S a l e s

S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of November 2, 2014

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient
one call/one bill service.

Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for
rates in other states.

Nov2_MCAN
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FALL HUNTING SALE
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
American Made Safe
•12 Gun Safe...$39900

•18 Gun Safe...$54900

•24 Gun Safe...$64900

Factory Model Closeout
75 Minute Fire Rating•Door Accessory Panel

• 17 Gun Safe...$69900

• 25 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$119900

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!

Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

2014 Year Model Closeout • Factory Discontinued Models
Scratched and Dented Safes
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Discount Gun Safe

NEW!!!
MONROE FLEA MARKET

Open EVERY Weekend!!
Indoor/Outdoor

12,000 Square Feet Heated and Cooled
Vendors - Get your space today while they last. 

Half-Price for 6 months signup for the first 30 vendors. 
Located at Okolona Hwy. 45 Alt. 

Beside Smokey’s
30010 Shephard Drive East

Okolona, MS  38860
(former location of Eden’s Antiques and Sterling Antique Mall)

For vendor information call Kim at
662-447-5110 • 662-436-2285

WANTED:  Jewelry repair, watch repair, furniture cleaning and hardware 
supplies, food, knives, signs, furniture repair, clothing, pets, fruit, vegetables, 
antiques, electronics, computer repair, cell phones, jewelry, cell phone repair,
hunting supplies, tools, framing, bird houses, lawn furniture, arts and crafts
items, storage unit, gazebos, plants, western items, candles and more!
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Monroe Flea Market

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, 
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price 
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation 
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop 
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super 
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from 
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.  
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and 
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are 
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment 
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment  must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees 
apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers 
end 1/16/15. © 2014 DISH Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, 
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

 NO 
     Contracts.

 NO 
     Credit Check.

 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Not eligible for 
promotional 

pricing

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper or HD.

CHOOSE ONE OF THESE GREAT OPTIONS!

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, 
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price 
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation 
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop 
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super 
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from 
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.  
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and 
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are 
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment 
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment  must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees 
apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers 
end 1/16/15. © 2014 DISH Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, 
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

 NO 
     Contracts.

 NO 
     Credit Check.

 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Not eligible for 
promotional 

pricing

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper or HD.

CHOOSE ONE OF THESE GREAT OPTIONS!

PASS
Dish Network

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Dish Network

2x6

PASS
Stop IRS Debt

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Stop IRS Debt

2x6

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Jazz beat Cavs 
on Hayward’s 
jumper at buzzer

SALT LAKE CITY - Gor-
don Hayward prides himself 
on his self-control.

After hitting a step-back, 
game-winning jumper at the 
buzzer, he couldn’t help him-
self. He let out all his emo-
tion in a celebratory frenzy.

“I’ve never really done 
that before,” Hayward said. 
“It was just one of those mo-
ments.”

Hayward one-upped LeB-
ron James and gave the Utah 
Jazz a 102-100 victory over 
the struggling Cleveland 
Cavaliers on Wednesday 
night with the dramatic shot.

Hayward, who had 21 
points, broke free of James 
to catch an inbounds pass, 

faked a move to the basket 
and then stepped back on the 
right wing and swished a 21-
foot jump shot as the horn 
sounded.

The forward was mobbed 
by his Jazz teammates in a 
scene reminiscent of a col-
lege tournament game.

“How can you not show 
emotion after a finish like 
that? For us to win the game 
after being in control the 
whole game and then see it 
slipping away, it was pretty 
special,” Hayward said. 
“Just exhilaration!”

Derrick Favors had 21 
points and 10 rebounds but 
the Jazz had to overcome a 
last-minute effort by James, 
who scored 31 points as 
Cleveland fell to 1-3.

With the Cavs down four 
points with 17 seconds re-
maining, James made a 
3-pointer from the corner off 
a deflected pass while falling 
away out of bounds. He then 
made all three free throws 
after faking Favors into a 
foul on a 3-point attempt to 
tie the game at 100 with 3.4 
seconds left.

Kyrie Irving had 34 points 
and Kevin Love added 14 
for the Cavaliers, who lost 
for the second time in two 
nights.

The Jazz led the entire way 
- by as many as 16 points - 
until the fourth quarter, when 
Irving scored 10 points in a 
14-6 run that gave the Cava-
liers an 89-86 edge with 4:43 
remaining.

The Jazz went back in 
front and led 93-89 when 
Trevor Booker beat the shot 
clock with a 3-pointer. The 
next play down, Booker was 
whistled for a flagrant-1 foul 
on Love. The two exchanged 
words and each got a techni-
cal, ratcheting up the inten-
sity in the already tight con-
test.

The Cavs allowed the Jazz 
to shoot 51 percent in their 
second of three games in the 
West. After losing the previ-
ous night 101-82 to Portland, 
Cleveland made it much 
closer but couldn’t over-

come Hayward’s heroics.
“Rome wasn’t built in 

a day and we understand 
that,” James said. “You have 
to continue to work the pro-
cess. You hate to lose as 
competitors, but we felt like 
tonight we improved. We 
improved and proved in the 
second half we’re capable of 
playing some good basket-
ball.”

Enes Kanter had 18 points 
for the Jazz.

“It is a really big win for 
our team. For this team 
(Cleveland), you just get 
pumped up,” Kanter said.

By Matthew Coles 
Associated Press
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Utah Jazz’s Gordon Hayward (20) celebrates with guard Trey Burke 
(3) after scoring against the Cleveland Cavaliers at the end of an NBA 
basketball game Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2014, in Salt Lake City. Utah won 
102-100. AP PHoTo/RiCk BoWMeR

Wrtm-Fm smooth 100.5 Fm, is JACkson’s UrbAn rhYthm AnD blUes 
stAtion plAYinG FAmiliAr FAvorites From the 70’s, 80’s AnD 90’s. tUne 
in to heAr JUst the riGht miX oF blUes AnD toDAY’s biGGest hits. 

TIP-INS
Cavaliers: James passed long-
time Jazz forward Karl Malone for 
sole possession of third place for 
scoring at least 10 points in con-
secutive regular-season games 
(576). ... The Cavs, who are best 
in NBA from the free throw line, 
made 34 of 40 attempts. . Doctors 
in Salt Lake City checked Cava-
liers backup point guard Matthew 
Dellavedova, who sprained his 
knee in Portland and sat out the 
game against the Jazz. The team 
will diagnose him in Cleveland be-
fore releasing official information.

Jazz: The Jazz shot 58.5 percent 
in the first half and built a 59-48 
lead before cooling off in the third. 
. The Jazz had 26 assists to only 
six for Cleveland and outrebound-
ed the Cavs 41-30. “You can’t ex-
plain it. No way you’re going to win 
a basketball game like that, just 
having six assists,” James said.

DOING IT HIS WAY
Hayward told Utah coach Quin 
Snyder he wanted to take the fi-
nal shot. Synder instructed him to 
make sure he drove it to the bas-
ket. “I may have disobeyed what 
he said . I started to drive but I 
just read the defense and saw the 
step-back was open,” said Hay-
ward, who posted only his second 
career game-winning shot.

WHIRLING IRVING
Irving dazzled the crowd and con-
founded his defenders with a vari-
ety of spinning forays to the hoop. 
More than half his baskets came 
on drives - layups, hooks and 
floaters from either hand. Only 
problem was that the point guard 
didn’t record a single assist.

UP NEXT
Cavaliers: Visit Denver on Friday.

Jazz: Host Dallas on Friday.



October 24, 2014

Jackson State University
Black Tie Scholarship and Recognition Gala

Jackson Convention Complex

Photos By jay johnson
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Book Review:
RainBow in the Cloud: the 
wisdom and spiRit of maya 
angelou
Bymaya angelou 
   Random house, haRdCoveR $20.00  •  128 pages
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“Words mean more than what 
is set down on paper,” Maya 
Angelou wrote in her ground-
breaking memoir ‘I Know Why 
the Caged Bird Sings.’ Indeed, 
Angelou’s words have traveled 
the world and transformed lives 
- inspiring, strengthening, heal-
ing….

“Now, in this collection of 
sage advice, humorous quips, 
and pointed observations culled 
from the author’s great works…, 
Maya Angelou’s spirit endures.... 

“A treasured keepsake as well 
as a beautiful tribute to a woman 
who touched so many, Rainbow 
in the Cloud reminds us that ‘if 
one has courage, nothing can 
dim the light which shines from 
within.’”

- Excerpted from the book 
jacket, “Rain in the Cloud”

Dr. Maya Angelou was born 

Marguerite Annie Johnson in 
St. Louis, Mo. April 4, 1928. 
She overcame a traumatic child-
hood to blossom into a world-
renowned poet, author, educator, 
actress, historian, filmmaker and 
civil rights activist.

Over the course of an envi-
able career that spanned a half-
century, she would write seven 
autobiographies, five collections 
of essays, 18 books of poetry, 
two cookbooks, seven children’s 
books and seven plays. She also 
received innumerable awards 
and accolades, including 60 
honorary doctorates from such 
schools as Columbia, Howard 
and Smith, to name a few. 

“Rainbow in the Cloud” is 
a collection of 200 of the late 
icon’s most memorable quotes 
borrowed not only from previ-
ously published works but from 
social media posts and pearls of 
wisdom shared over the years 

with her only son, Guy, and oth-
er family members. 

Her uplifting words touch on 
a litany of themes ranging from 
community to spirituality to 
grace to love.

On relationships: “Everything 
of value takes work, particularly 
relationships.” 

On friendship: “I’ve learned 
that people will forget what you 
said, people will forget what you 
did, but people will never forget 
how you made them feel.”

On self-esteem: “If we have 
someone who loves us…, then 
it’s easier to grow resilience, to 
grow belief in self, to grow self-
esteem. And it’s self-esteem that 
allows a person to stand up.”

On race: “Prejudice is a bur-
den which confuses the past, 
threatens the future, and renders 
the present inaccessible.” 

On emotions: “I’ve learned 
that whenever I decide some-

thing with an open heart, I 
usually make the right deci-
sion.”

They are timeless insights 
from a treasured teacher likely 
to touch lives for generations 
to come. 

“Rainbow in the Cloud” is 
available on Amazon. 

By Kam Williams 
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Ancient Indian
2. Prejudice
3. Scratch
4. Adjust
5. Short-term memory
6. Card game
7. Operatic bass
8. All-knowing
10. Rectifies
16. 4-winged insect
18. __ joe (tv cartoon)
19. Nashville locale
20. Determines how heavy
21. National capital
22. Gush out
24. Elemental
25. Asian country
26. Inlets
28. Sixth sense
30. Hallucinogen

ACROSS 
1. Wading bird
5. Southwest by west
9. Fertilizer component
11. Citizen
12. Cactuses
13. Gal
14. Fire remains
15. Gigabyte
17. Compass point
18. Inner city slum
20. Bleach
22. Ocean
23. Street (abbr.)
24. Bow
27. Type of evergreen
29. South American animal
31. Freudian selves
32. Written material
33. Lash
34. Fox holes

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Howie Mandel

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

You may wish a certain relationship was
stronger or showed more signs of being
definite this week.

This week you might begin to believe that
much lies in the hands of others, in order to
make it happen.

With a tiny bit of effort, you can bring
clarity to your financial situation today.

This week you may begin to learn not to
underestimate the power offered by
smaller things in life!

You are about to experience less in your
world than you're used to.

This week don't be afraid to be an 
individual, the sensitive, funny human
being that you are.

Today, if it doesn't make sense, that won't
make it unsuitable or inappropriate.

Regardless of what time it is and how
many hours remain for today, it's possible
for something spectacular to happen.

A family matter this week may be
straightened out no matter how uncertain
or volatile it appears.

This week you need to apply patience
where you'd much prefer to be more
proactive.

There is something you can do today to
instigate a much-needed change.

A new pet, like a puppy or a cat may 
suddenly walk into your life this weekend
and surprise you!

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
get youR CuRRent news online at:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

Angelou



ENTERTAINMENT

Usher’s youngest throws shade: 
Daddy, ‘you’re not a great singer’

‘How to Get Away with Murder’ 
tops ‘Scandal’ in ratings

HBO developing African 
American comedy series ‘Bros’

Deon Sanders talks mom’s 
influence and success of 
his ‘Family Playbook”

Lil Jon flies cross country 
to vote after never 
receiving absentee ballot

Usher got a big ol’ slice of 
humble pie from his own child.

The singer says his son Nayvid 
Ely Raymond, who turns 6 in De-
cember, isn’t impressed with his 
dad’s vocal ability.

“He doesn’t care about what I 
do as much. … He’s like, ‘I’m the 
star. Who are you? You sing?’ ” 
Usher said in a recent interview.

“He told me the other day, he 
says, ‘You’re not a great singer,’” 
Usher, 36, continued with a laugh. 
His reply to his son: “What? I’m a 
great singer!”

Usher said his other son - 
named after him - is extremely 
taken with his father’s dance 
moves.

“When seeing me perform on 
tour in the past … and most of the 
time it’s past his bedtime, but he’s 
just sitting there studying every 
move, every second, like laser fo-
cus,” he said of Usher Raymond 
V, who turns 7 next month. “And 
then I’ll see him off by himself 
doing the moves.”

Usher’s UR Experience World 
Tour kicked off Saturday (Nov. 
1) in Montreal. He said the tour 
was influenced by live shows he’s 
seen from U2, Bruce Springsteen 

and Frankie Beverly.
“There’s this connection, and 

that is what gave the inspiration 
for this show,” he said of the vet-
eran acts.

When it comes to ratings, 
Annalise Keating has a leg 
up on Olivia Pope. Wow, 
who knew?!

According to Deadline, 
ABC’s “How To Get Away 
With Murder” has come out 
on top of “Scandal” as the 
top new drama in the ratings 
this fall.

The site also noted how 
“HTGAWM” star Viola 
Davis stood out with being 
older than the typical leading 
lady.

“I don’t see anyone on TV 
like me in a role like this… 
a woman of color, of a cer-

tain age and a 
certain hue,” 
said Davis, who 
plays Keating 
on the show.

The power of 
a diverse cast 
and various ac-
tors from differ-
ent backgrounds 
in lead roles 
appears to have 
struck a nerve 
with TV view-
ers, as shown 
with the success 
of CBS’ “Scor-
pion,” the CW’s “Jane The 
Virgin” and “Black-Ish,” 

which, so far, is the top new 
comedy for the season.

HBO has set in motion 
a new comedy series titled 
“Bros,” which follows three 
African-American brothers - 
two straight, one gay and all 
very different - looking for 
love and happiness in Los 
Angeles.

Written by Cory Jones, 
the project marks the first 
sale for director Anthony 
Hemingway (“Red Tails,” 
“The Wire,” Newsroom”) 
and producing partner Mark 
Taylor’s Hemingway Taylor 
Productions banner, accord-
ing to The Hollywood Re-
porter.

Taylor is a former produc-

tion executive with TNT and 
HBO.

Hemingway and Taylor 
will executive produce, Lena 

Waithe (“Dear White Peo-
ple”) will co-exec produce 
with Jones, and Hemingway 
will direct the project.

Whether it’s his former hustle 
of being on the football field or his 
current gig starring on his hit real-
ity show on OWN, “Deion’s Fam-
ily Playbook,” success seems to 
find Deion Sanders.

The sports icon recently chat-
ted with JetMag.com’s Michael 
Calabrese on the show’s success, 
his kids and the influence of his 
mother.

Highlights from the interview 
are below:

Michael Calabrese: You’ve 
been in the spotlight for the better 
part of thirty years, so the fame and 
attention that comes along with a 
hit television series isn’t anything 
new for you. Would you say any of 
your kids are struggling with their 
newfound notoriety?

Deion Sanders: Struggling? 
No. First of all my kids want 
checks! They know if you show up 
on TV, a check is coming and they 
LOVE checks. And I was able to 
teach them about finances through 
that. They get paid..now let’s open 
up some bank accounts, now you’ll 
have a credit card and all of sudden 
you get to see what Daddy deals 
with. They don’t struggle with be-
ing on television, but they’ve come 
to learn it’s a responsibility as well.

MC: In addition to your five 
children you have five other kids 
under your roof. You’ve not only 
committed yourself to helping oth-
ers in need but you’ve also wel-
comed underprivileged kids into 

your own home. Where 
does this compassion and 
call to charity come from?

DS: It comes from my 
mother, it was what I saw 
as a kid. We always had 
one of my friends or one 
of my sister’s friends come 
over and not only spend 
the night but darn near live 
with us. My mother has 
also raised ten foster kids 
and she has two now that 
live with us. Her heart al-
ways inspired me and on 
top of that she was always 
working her butt off. Now 
that I’m an adult, it’s definitely a 
calling.

MC: Snoop Dogg will be mak-
ing an appearance this season, how 
did that come about?

DS: My son, Shilo, is into mak-
ing beats, as a lot of people saw last 
season. And the joke is he’s really 
good. I didn’t think so, so I took 
him to Snoop. And I wanted Snoop 
to go off on him, you know to re-
ally check him, to get him back to 
education. Snoop said, “Prime, this 
little negro good, dog.” Snoop end-
ed up buying three beats from him.

MC: Will we see more of your 
mother this season?

DS: Most definitely, my mom 
will actually be smiling a lot more 
this season. You know she loves 
the soap operas, she LOVES the 
soaps. We got her on “The Young 
And The Restless.” Not to visit, she 
was on the show. It aired already 

and she played a nurse. And I’m 
there in the back, “c’mon crip walk 
that thing mama, high-step in there 
mama,” we were really clowning. 
We were just acting so ignorant 
when she was on there, because 
she was so nervous. But she was so 
happy. To watch the soap operas all 
your life and to be able to bring that 
to life for yourself, being on your 
favorite soap opera, you have to 
understand what a blessing that is. 
That was her Super Bowl. So after 
that she let me know her bucket list. 
“I gotta be on The Price is Right, I 
gotta see Latifah.” I already called 
Latifah for her. As for The Price is 
Right, my mama is the kind of con-
testant to mess around and guess 
the stuff on the dime. She’s at the 
grocery store all the time, oh that’s 
$2.99 unless you going to Walmart 
or you got a coupon, that will get 
you 40 percent off. She’s ready, we 
gonna get her on there.

This is what you’d expect 
from this year’s spokesperson 
for Rock the Vote - a flight 
from Los Angeles to Atlanta 
for the sole purpose of casting 
a ballot.

Lil Jon tweeted this morn-
ing:

“6AM FLIGHT TO ATL TO 
VOTE BECAUSE GA NEVA 
SENT MY BALLOT AFTER 
NUMEROUS CALLS!!!” the 
rapper wrote in a post on Ins-
tagram. “U CANT DISCOUR-
AGE ME! #VOTETODAY@
T U R N O U T F O R W H AT 
#ROCKTHEVOTE”

Lil Jon, who appears 
to be registered to vote 
in Georgia, claims he 
did not receive an ab-
sentee ballot at his Los 
Angeles home. Polls 
close at 7 p.m. in Geor-
gia.

As previously report-
ed, Lil Jon is the latest 
spokesperson for Rock 
the Vote, the youth-
engagement organiza-
tion. Last month, the 
group released a music 
video featuring the rap-
per at a polling place surround-
ed by other celebrities dancing 

to “Turn Out for What,” a get-
out-the-vote remix of his hit 
song “Turn Down for What.”

Usher with sons Usher V (L) and Nayvid Ely attend the Los Angeles 
premiere of ‘Justin Bieber: Never Say Never’ at Nokia Plaza in Los 
Angeles, Calif.
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November 5 - 11, 2014

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

NEW  YORK  STRIP
STEAK

PER  LB.

$799

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

PER  LB.

$119
FRESH  FAMILY  PACK

WESTERN  STYLE
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$249

FRESH  FRYER

BONELESS
BREAST

PER  LB.

$279

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS  
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$479

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

BOTTOM
ROUND  STEAK

PER  LB.

$489

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CUBED  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$499

FRESH

BONELESS  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

CANNED  
VEGETABLES

14.5 - 15.5  OZ.

2/$1

SSORTED

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
SODAS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

2/$5

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

VEGETABLE
OIL
GALLON

$599

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  REG.  OR  UNSALTED

BUTTER
1  LB. ....................................... 

$399

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  JUMBO

BISCUITS
16  OZ. ...................................... 

4/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CREAM

CHEESE
8  OZ. ....................................... 

4/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SHREDDED 

CHEESE
8  OZ.  ...................................... 

2/$4
BRIGHT  &  EARLY  BREAKFAST

DRINK
59  OZ. .................................... 99¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
16  OZ. ......................................

 2/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

FROZEN  PIZZAS
5.2  OZ. ..................................... 

4/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BEER  BATTER  FISH

FILLETS
18.2  OZ. ................................... 

2/$5
MRS  SMITH'S

FRUIT  COBBLER
32  OZ. ...................................... 

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

FROZEN  PIE
SHELLS
10 - 12  OZ. ................................. 

$179

piggly wiggly

RED  OR  GOLD  MICHIGAN  STATE

APPLES
3  LB. 

$249

WHITE,  RED,  BLACK  SEEDLESS

GRAPES
PER  LB.

$199
FRESH  EXPRESS

SALAD
ITALIAN / AMERICAN, 9 - 11  OZ.

$179

FRESH

COLLARDS
BUNCHES

2/$4
FRESH  IDAHO

POTATOES
4  LB.  BAG

$149

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


