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The Rebirth Alliance, a breast 
cancer advocacy and awareness 
group, held an emergency meet-
ing Saturday, Nov. 16, at New 
Horizon Church to address con-
cern about the dismissal of the 
director of the Cancer Institute 
at the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center. 

Dr. Lucio Miele, who has been 
a strong advocate for finding 
treatment for breast cancer, was 
demoted as head of the center. 
Stephanie Parker-Weaver, orga-
nizer of the Alliance and a breast 
cancer survivor, said Dr. Miele 
is sorely missed and her organi-
zation wants to make sure work 
such as his will continue.

“He has taken UMMC to 
new heights with his research,” 
Parker-Weaver said. “Now the 
research has stopped. There are 
breast tissue cells sitting there 
which could possibly help wom-
en that are not being looked at or 
studied.”

She said the mortality rate 
from breast cancer in Mississippi 
is among the highest for African 

American and Jewish women.
Miele has worked to get 

UMMC designated as a National 
Cancer Institute facility, Parker-
Weaver said. There are only 
about 40 hospitals in the nation 
with such a designation for their 
treatment of cancers, including 
Johns Hopkins and the Mayo 
Clinic.

Parker-Weaver is supportive of 
Miele whom she met years ago. 
He was on a team of research-
ers who developed a widely used 
drug - Herceptin or HER No.2 

The Mississippi Immigration 
Rights Alliance (MIRA) held its 7th 
Annual Unity Conference Friday 
and Saturday, Nov. 15-16, 2013. The 
two-day event was themed “Crim-
migation: The Tragic Consequences 
of U.S. Drug Policies on Families 
and Youth.”

The Friday venue was Fondren 
Hall, 4330 N. State Street, where a 
swell of grassroots activists gath-

ered to discuss a myriad of topics. 
The presenters were equally diverse.

Maria Jimenez, organizer for 
the Houston, Texas based United 
Working Group for the Prevention 
of Migrant Deaths, partnered with 
Scott Douglas, director of Greater 
Birmingham, Ala. Ministries. Their 
task was to set the stage to explain 

As the newest member of Working To-
gether Jackson (WTJ), the Jackson Medi-
cal Mall Foundation (JMMF) hosted its 
first WTJ monthly Leaders’ Luncheon 
Wednesday, at the Mall, 350 W. Wood-
row Wilson Drive.

JMMF Executive Director Primus 
Wheeler said he was caught by surprise 
at the great turn out for the luncheon and 
was a little short on food. But WTJ mem-

ber organizations came ready to main-
tain the momentum gained over the past 
year to come to a working consensus on 
the best approach to bring about a better 
quality of life for those living in Jackson.

This luncheon meeting looked at press-
ing issues such as the proposed increase 
in sales tax and the recent increase in vio-
lence against immigrants in Jackson. 

Breast cancer doctor’s 
research and patient care must 
go on for Mississippi women

Mississippi Immigration Rights Alliance scores big 
with speakers Michelle Alexander and Javier Sicillia

Jackson Medical Mall Foundation becomes 
newest member of Working Together Jackson 
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Obamacare got a boost 
in Mississippi when Cover 
Mississippi held an enroll-
ment kickoff event in Jack-
son Friday, Nov. 15.

Health agencies, insurance 
companies, non-profit orga-
nizations and schools hosted 
tables on the upper level of 
the Metrocenter Mall, an-
swering questions, provid-
ing information and signing 
up mall visitors to help them 
enroll under the new health 
insurance law, the Afford-
able Care Act.

People, who visited the 
mall between 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Nov. 15, were able to 
stop at the Cover Mississippi 
set of tables and pick up lit-
erature, ask questions, check 
their level of eligibility for 
insurance and subsidies in 
Mississippi through the two 
insurance market exchanges 
and sign up for further assis-
tance.

Cover Mississippi hosted 

a panel discussion during 
the lunch hour. The panelist 
talked about what they and 
their organizations are doing 
about health care. The panel-
ists were: Kimberly Hughes, 
American Cancer Society; 
Tinecia Harris, University 
of Mississippi Medical Cen-
ter; Kim Robinson, Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund; Walter 
Zinn Jr., moderator; State 
Senator David Blount, Sen-
ate District 29 (Hinds), and 
State Representative Bryant 
Clark, State District 47 (At-
tala, Holmes, and Yazoo).

The event was managed 
by the Mississippi Health 
Advocacy Program led by 
Jarvis Dortch, program man-
ager and Kristian Weather-
spoon, coalition coordinator.

Jennifer Jackson, a nurse 
with Jackson-Hinds Com-
prehensive Health Center, 
checked the blood pressure 
and blood sugar reading for 
diabetes for all willing visi-
tors at her table.

Other popular stops for 

mall visitors included tables 
for Jackson Medical Mall, 
Mississippi State Confer-
ence NAACP, Humana, 
Magnolia Health, Jackson 
State University, American 
Cancer Society, Planned 
Parenthood Southeast, and 
Mississippi Primary Health 
Care Association.

Magnolia Health, one of 
the two health insurance 
companies serving as a mar-
ket exchange in Mississippi, 
featured their Obamacare 
product called “ambetter.”

Independent Certified 
Agent Cheryl Smith ex-
plained the eligibility rules 
for anyone seeking a dis-
count off their health insur-
ance premium through sub-
sidies under the Affordable 
Care Act. She said that she 
could not completely enroll 
a candidate on site, but she 
was gathering information 
and would follow up with 

Operation Shoestring’s mot-
to: “By teaching children and 
inspiring families, Operation 
Shoestring ensures we all rise 
together.”

And Thursday, Nov. 14, 
Operation Shoestring brought 
together leaders from polar 
ends to sit down and “hold a 
public and frank conversation 
about solutions to community 
issues” at its signature annual 
2013 “A Conversation About 
Community” fund-raising lun-
cheon.

Panelists were Mayor Chok-
we Lumumba, former Gover-
nor Haley Barbour and Rev. 
Keith Tonkel, long-time pastor 
of Wells Church. The modera-
tor was Oleta Garrett Fitzger-
ald, Southern Regional direc-
tor of the Children’s Defense 
Fund.

Robert Langford, executive 
director of Operation Shoe-
string, described the event. 
“The potential of this event is 
enormous. Mayor Lumumba 
and Governor Barbour bring 

vastly different perspectives to 
the task of moving our city and 
state forward,” Langford said.

“Providing a safe space for 
open dialogue between these 
two, with a faith-based voice 
of ‘what’s right’ coming from 
long-time central Jackson pas-
tor Rev. Tonkel, has the poten-
tial to impact the trajectory of 
our city’s future in a profound 
way.”

Operation Shoestring pro-
moted the “Conversation” as 
“a way to put into action its 
mantra…, that cities are built 
upon communities. Communi-
ty springs from families. And 
families begin with children. 
Through education, outreach 
and inspiration, we keep chil-
dren in school and parents on 
the job. By doing so, we in-
crease the quality of life for 
people throughout Jackson.”

During the “Conversation,” 
Fitzgerald moved the dialogue 
forward first by asking each 
panelist to explain who they 
really are outside of their pub-
lic persona.

Lumumba described his up-

bringing in Detroit, Mich., as 
one of 15 children. And his 
mother came from a family 
of 15 children and so did her 
mother. “So it stands to reason, 
I love people; I love human-
ity,” Lumumba said.

Tonkel described himself as 
“a sinner saved by the Grace of 
God,” adding that he was born 
in the Big Easy (New Orleans) 
to a family committed to hu-
man rights and racially inclu-
sive social life.

Barbour said his father died 
when he was 2 years old and 
his mother never remarried, 
raising her two sons on her 
own. At an early age, he said, 
“I learned that my job was to 
get the job done.”

The “Conversation” contin-
ued well over an hour, touch-
ing on subjects like the fund-
ing for public education versus 
incarceration, pros and cons 
of charter schools, how to get 
young people motivated to stay 
in school, college bound edu-

Robert Langford, Oleta Fitzgerald, Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, former Gov. Haley Barbour, Rev. Keith TonkelPanelists Kimberly Hughes, American Cancer Society; Tinecia Harris, University of Mississippi Medical Center; 
Kim Robinson, Children’s Defense Fund; Walter Zinn Jr., moderator; David Blount, Senator, Senate District 29 
(Hinds); and Bryant Clark, State Representative District 47 (Attala, Holmes and Yazoo)
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“How U.S. Trade Policies and 
the War on Drugs hurt fami-
lies and children in Mexico 
and the U.S.”

Another equally impact-
ful presentation explained 
“the Private Prison Scam on 
Public Funds and its victims 
with stories from the incarcer-
ated.” Tackling this topic was 
researcher Alexis Mazon of 
Justice Strategies out of New 
York and others.

Jed Oppenheim of the 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
in Jackson was among those 
who addressed “Youth of Col-
or: Schoolhouse to Jailhouse, 
Immigration, Education and 
the War on Drugs.”

The highlight for Friday 
was the presentation by Mi-
chelle Alexander, civil rights 
lawyer, legal scholar and for-
mer director of the Racial Jus-
tice Project for the ACLU of 
Northern California.

Alexander is also author of 
the book, The New Jim Crow, 
which won the NAACP Image 
Award for Best Non-Fiction in 
2011. One pungent moment 
in Alexander’s speech was 
her reference to a scene in 
the recently released movie,  
“12 Years a Slave,” when the 
slave Solomon was brutally 
punished and all the time told 
“this is your own fault.”

Alexander said, “I began to 
connect the dots for the mass 
incarceration as a system of 
social control, not as crime 
prevention. And we tell them 
it’s their own fault. Now we 
discriminate against those 
who have been incarcerated 
like we used to discriminate 
against African Americans.

“A felon cannot get a job, 
cannot get public housing, 
cannot get food stamps. So 
good luck! A black child to-

day has less chance of being 
raised by both parents than 
they had in slavery,” she said.

Another comparison to the 
movie made by Alexander was 
a scene where a black man 
was hung from a tree strug-
gling in the throes of death 
while others walked around 
about their daily activities as 
if not to see him or be affected 
by his hanging.

“We are still hanging men in 
plain sight,” Alexander said. 
“We try to hold up the images 
of great racial progress and 
say, ‘they chose to do drugs; 
they chose to cross the border; 
they brought this on them-
selves.’ And others go about 
their business as usual.”

Alexander said, “Once the 
label has been affixed, we 
no longer have to care about 
them. The solution requires 
a radical shift in our social 
consciousness, where we care 
about each other.”

Speaker Javier Sicillia has 
led the Movement for Peace 
with Dignity and Justice 
(MPJD) in Mexico, since 
his son and six friends were 
murdered in 2011. He led a 
125-person caravan across the 
U.S. in 2012 against the pres-
ent drug war in Mexico which 
he said “is made in America.”

Sicillia required an inter-
preter as he gave his remarks 
in Spanish. He urged African 
Americans and Latinos to 
work closer together. “Some 
African Americans fear that 
Mexicans are going to take 
their jobs, after they have 
struggled so long for a dig-
nified space; they don’t want 
that taken away. But united, 
we could radically change the 
space for both in this country. 
We need to work together.”

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, 

who worked closely with 
MIRA in representing some 
legal cases, gave the occa-
sion. Lumumba said, “African 
Americans must remember 
that we went south (Mexico) 
before we went through the 
Underground Railroad,” re-
ferring to African Americans’ 
escape from slavery.

“We have a global commu-
nity developing here in Mis-
sissippi. MIRA has stood up 
for immigrant rights and vot-
ing rights.”

As a native of Detroit, Lu-
mumba said, “People will 
destroy you and then recon-
struct the history of your de-
struction. [Mayor] Kilpatrick 
had nothing to do with the 
destruction of Detroit. It was 
asked that the work week be 
cut back to four days so more 
workers could stay on the job. 
This was refused and then 
came massive layoffs where 
robots began to do the work 
of men. But robots could not 
buy cars.”

Lumumba added, “They 
say crime doesn’t pay, but the 
prison industrial complex is 
made for the mass incarcera-
tion economy that supports 
judges, lawyers, police of-
ficers, the entire justice sys-
tem.”

The conference continued 
Saturday at the historic Smith 
Robertson Museum and Cul-
tural Center, 528 Bloom 
Street, featuring the perma-
nent exhibit on the Life of 
Medgar Evers.

MIRA executive director is 
Bill Chandler. Its Legal Proj-
ect director is Atty. L. Patricia 
Ice. The two Mississippi offic-
es are in Jackson and Biloxi.

For more information, vis-
it www.yourmira.org or all 
(601) 968-5182.

Operation Shoestring
Continued from page 1

cational tracts 
versus voca-
tional training, 
how to address 
the crime and 
violence in the 
community, and 
the two lakes 
(or now one 
lake) project for 
Jackson devel-
opment.

As the hour 
p r o g r e s s e d , 
with a slight 
sense of ten-
sion building, 
Tonkel said, “Let us not make 
someone else afraid of our ag-
gressiveness; don’t make peo-
ple think we are intruding.”

To this, Fitzgerald related 
that leaders must lead, fol-
lowing up with an old saying 
of those who failed to do so, 
“There go my people, I must 
rush to get in front of them for 
I am their leader.”

The following closing re-
marks regarding Jackson’s 
problems were offered by each 
panelist:

“We are on the way out of 
them; there are no places I 
want to go back to,” said Lu-
mumba. 

“Always move from chaos 
to cosmos; we need to move 
from divisiveness to unity,” 
said Tonkel.

“Jackson’s best years are 
ahead of us; today has been 
delightful,” said Barbour.

Over 600 guests filled the 
Jackson Convention Complex 
ballroom at $50 a ticket. The 
underlying objective was to 

raise much needed funds for 
the organization’s programs.

Operation Shoestring was 
founded in 1968 in the base-
ment of Wells United Meth-
odist Church, as a response 
to the turbulence of the 1960s 
and the growing divisions in 
Jackson and the state of Mis-
sissippi.

For more information about 
Operation Shoestring’s pro-
grams and how to donate, visit 
www.operationshoestring.org 
or call 601-353-6336.
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anyone who signed up with 
her.

Humana, the other market 
exchange health insurance 
provider, had a “double pres-
ence” at the event. Humana 
had a table in the mall manned 
by two Humana employees. 
The company also situated 
one of its two new buses with 
three independent certified 
agents (Phyllis Rhodes, Val-
erie German, and Virgina 
Bailey) at the mall entrance. 
The buses are touring select 
locations throughout the state 
of Mississippi where Humana 
agents help people understand 
how the changes in health-
care affects them, and to find 
a health insurance plan that 
works for them and fits their 
budget.

Vieanna Nichols who vis-
ited the bus said that she was 
a strong advocate for the Af-
fordable Care Act. The X-ray 
tech who has worked mostly 
part-time over the years has 
been one of those uninsured 
working people that Obam-
acare is targeting.

“I am so excited to get af-
fordable health coverage,” 
she said. “I came on the bus 
to signup. I have no problem 
with not being able to sign up 
all the way. I’m just glad to 
get started today.”

Humana’s second bus was 
located in Ridgeland in the 

Walmart parking lot, on the 
same day. Independent cer-
tified agents, Ruby Parks, 

Tim Bell and Ricardo Willis 
manned that bus.

(See photos on page 3.)

- to treat a type of breast cancer 
that affects African American 
women more than other races/
nationalities. Although Parker-
Weaver also believes that drug 
led to her congestive heart fail-
ure, she stands strongly behind 
Miele.

Miele is on the board of Parker-
Weaver’s Rebirth Alliance. Origi-
nally from Naples, Italy, Miele 
came to Mississippi from Chica-
go in the late 1990s. He could not 
be reached for comment because 
he was in Washington, D.C. 
speaking on cancer related issues.

Jack Mazurak, public affairs at 
UMMC, said the interim direc-
tor of the Cancer Institute is Dr. 

Srinivasan Vijayakumar, who is a 
professor and chairman of the de-
partment of radiation oncology.

Mazurak said in a prepared 
statement on behalf of Dr. James 
Keeton of University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center: “First and 
foremost, University of Mis-
sissippi Medical Center leaders 
acknowledge and applaud the 
passion and energy Stephanie 
Parker-Weaver brings to breast 
cancer awareness, prevention, re-
search and new therapies.

“Dr. Lucio Miele’s service as 
director of the UMMC Cancer 
Institute ended August 5. He re-
mains a member of the UMMC 
faculty. Beyond that basic infor-

mation, it would be inappropriate 
for us to discuss any employment 
related matter.…”

The statement also said: “We 
want to emphasize to all inter-
ested members of the community 
that UMMC’s commitment to 
cancer research, patient care and 
education of the next-generation 
of health-care providers extends 
far beyond any individual. The 
Cancer Institute’s work in these 
vital areas continues, and will 
carry on, no matter who is the di-
rector.”

For more information on the 
Rebirth Alliance and its cancer 
fight, go to www.rebirthalliance.
org

At WTJ’s first Delegates As-
sembly held in November 2012, 
35 religious groups and non-prof-
its unveiled their plans to reclaim 
a number of neighborhoods, im-
prove education, reduce unem-
ployment and hold area politicians 
accountable. 

That high energy gathering, 
held at Voice of Calvary, marked 
the transition of Working Together 
Jackson into public action. 

Among the original organizers 
was Bishop Ronnie Crudup, who 
at this JMMF hosted luncheon 
moderated the presentations by 
State Senator John Horhn and 
City Councilman De’Keither 
Stamps on “Municipal Special 
Sales Tax” and what it will mean 
for Jacksonians and revenue for 
the city.

 Horhn related that there are 
some in state government who do 
not like Jackson and do not want 
to spend money here, including 
sharing sales tax. 

Stamp said the one percent 
sales tax he and others are fighting 
to get directed to Jackson would 
bring millions into the city to help 
with the water and sewer repairs, 
which the increase in monthly 
bills will not complete the work 
needed.

Another issue raised at the lun-
cheon by WTJ member organiza-
tion Mississippi Immigrant Rights 
Alliance Executive Director Bill 
Chandler was the growing vio-
lence against immigrants, particu-
larly of Latino ethnicity.

“Violence against Latinos is 
on the increase. It is difficult for 
victims to report crimes because 
there is no one in the dispatch sys-
tem for the Jackson Police Depart-
ment who speaks Spanish. Hinds 
County Sheriff Tyrone Lewis is 
making progress to hire bilingual 
officers to his department,” Chan-
dler said.

Julio Del Castillo said he 
loves living in Jackson; he loves 
southern hospitality. “There are 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
50,000 Latinos in 
central Mississippi 
alone, with many 
working at the 
Casinos, he said. 
“Jacksonians must 
think global; this 
is a global market 
and this is a global 
community. By 
year 2023, it is 
projected that one 
third of the U.S. 
population will be 
bilingual.”

WTJ organizer Rev. Mike Rob-
erts urged a show of solidarity. 
“WTJ will address this interracial 
violence problem in black church-
es and in Latino institutions. We 
encourage you to attend a soccer 
game; this is where the Latinos 
socialize.”

Stamps said, “This violence is 
also a city of Jackson problem. 
These are residents of this city and 
they should be represented.”

For a list of the organizations 
that are members of WTJ, go to 
their website at www.workingto-
getherjackson.org.

Operation Shoestring middle school students with Haley Barbour after the “Conversation.Staff from Cover Mississippi at the Metrocenter Mall ready to assist 
visitors

Jennifer Jackson, a nurse with Jackson-Hinds Comprehensive Health Cen-
ter, checks Althea L. Ford’s blood pressure.            PHOTOS BY LONNIE ROSS

Rev. Mike Roberts and Blanca Love 

State Senator John Horhn, Councilman De’Keither Stamps and Bishop Ron-
nie Crudup             PHOTOS BY AYESHA K. MuSTAFAA

Perry Perkins
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TORONTO - Toronto’s dep-
uty mayor promised a more 
cooperative approach to gov-
erning Nov. 19 after assuming 
the powers that were stripped 
from scandal-plagued Mayor 
Rob Ford.

Mayor Rob Ford vowed 
“outright war” after city coun-
cil stripped him of most of his 
remaining powers over his ad-
mitted crack cocaine use and 
heavy drinking.

The council voted over-
whelmingly Nov. 18 in favor 
of slashing Ford’s office bud-
get by 60 percent and allow-
ing mayoral staff to join the 
deputy mayor, Norm Kelly. 
Ford now effectively has no 
legislative power, as he will 
no longer chair the executive 
committee, though he retains 
his title and ability to repre-
sent Toronto at official func-
tions.

“There will still be a com-
mitment to fiscal conserva-
tism, but it may be expressed 

in a more co-op-
erative (way) and 
more sensitive to 
the arguments and 
positions of oth-
ers,” Kelly said.

In an interview 
broadcast on ABC’s 
“Good Morning 
America” Nov. 19, 
Ford accused city 
councilors of at-
tacking him for personal rea-
sons and suggested many of 
them were guilty of the same 
behavior he has admitted to.

“All they did was stab me 
in the back over issues, the 
same issues that I’ve admitted 
to that they do, but nobody 
knows about it,” he said.

He again denied he had a 
serious problem with alcohol, 
though he said he was getting 
help from “health care pro-
fessionals on a number of is-
sues” and promised the public 
would see a difference in him 
in five months.

Ford has apologized for 
his drug use and drinking. 

But he and his brother, City 
Councilor Doug Ford, have 
also frequently lashed out at 
journalists and politicians, 
demanding to know whether 
they have ever used drugs, 
gotten behind the wheel drunk 
or otherwise misbehaved.

Despite his defiant attitude, 
Ford and his lawyer promised 
that the mayor was chang-
ing his ways and has not had 
a drop of alcohol in three 
weeks. 

His lawyer, Dennis Morris, 
said the mayor is addressing 
his substance abuse problems 
and working out two hours a 
day.

GETTYSBURG, - In so-
lemnity, thousands gathered 
at a central Pennsylvania bat-
tlefield park Nov. 19 to honor 
a speech given 150 years ago 
that President Abraham Lin-
coln predicted would not be 
long remembered.

The inspirational and fa-
mously short Gettysburg Ad-
dress was praised for rein-
vigorating national ideals of 
freedom, liberty and justice 
amid a Civil War that had torn 
the country into pieces.

“President Lincoln sought 
to heal a nation’s wounds by 
defining what a nation should 
be,” said Pennsylvania Gov. 
Tom Corbett, calling Lin-
coln’s words superb, his faith 
deep and his genius profound. 
“Lincoln wrote his words on 
paper, but he also inscribed 
them in our hearts.”

Echoing Lincoln, keynote 
speaker and Civil War histo-
rian James McPherson said 
the president took the dais 
in November 1863 at a time 
when it looked like the nation 
“might indeed perish from 
the earth.”

“The Battle of Gettysburg 
became the hinge of fate on 
which turned the destiny of 
that nation and its new birth 
of freedom,” said McPherson.

In the July 1863 battle, con-
sidered the turning point of 
the war, federal forces fought 
back a Confederate invasion 
of Pennsylvania. Lincoln’s 
speech was delivered more 
than four months later, at the 
dedication of a national cem-
etery to bury the battle’s casu-

alties.
In the short oration, he 

spoke of how democracy it-
self rested upon “the proposi-
tion that all men are created 
equal,” a profound and politi-
cally risky statement for the 
time. Slavery and the doc-
trine of states’ rights would 
not hold in the “more perfect 
union” of Lincoln’s vision.

“In 272 words he put to-
gether what everyone was 
thinking, what everyone 
should know,” said park his-
torian John Heiser. Because of 
varying transcriptions, schol-
ars generally put the text at 
268 to 272 words.

Supreme Court Justice An-
tonin Scalia administered the 
oath of allegiance to a group 
of 16 immigrants, telling them 
the national identity is unique, 
illustrated by the existence of 
the word “un-American” and 
by the people’s “fidelity to 
certain political principles.”

Greta Myer, 44, decided to 
make the six-hour trip from 
Akron, Ohio, with her hus-
band and son after spending a 
week in Gettysburg earlier in 
the year.

“It’s something we’ve never 
done before,” Myer said. “It 
was a historical event that we 
wanted to be a part of.”

Among many re-enactors 
on the grounds were at least 
two Abraham Lincolns, in-
cluding one who recited the 
address.

“Lincoln would have been 
surprised by the reverence ac-
corded to him by future gen-
erations,” McPherson said, 
noting Lincoln himself held 
in high regard the country’s 

founders.
“Would they preserve that 

heritage, or would they allow 
it to perish from the earth?” 
McPherson said.

He said the Gettysburg Ad-
dress, despite its short length, 
managed to weave together 
themes of past, present and 
future; continent, nation and 
battlefield; and birth, death 
and rebirth.

“Men died that the nation 
might live,” McPherson said. 
“Yet the old nation also died,” 
and with it, the system of 
bondage that enslaved some 
four million Americans.

Part of the event was a 
speech delivered by suburban 
Philadelphia high school ju-
nior Lauren Pyfer, who won 
a contest to write a contempo-
rary version of the Gettysburg 
Address, but at the same short 
length.

She urged the crowd to do 
their part to “nurture and pre-
serve the rights of humanity, 
equality and freedom, across 
all nations.”

“It is impossible for one 
country to close its doors 
to other countries and still 
thrive,” Pyfer said.

Interior Secretary Sally 
Jewell, who also adopted Lin-
colnian brevity, said the Get-
tysburg battle stands at the 
vortex of American history, 
and the Gettysburg Address 
at the vortex of national con-
sciousness.

Lincoln, she said, called 
the country to its unfinished 
business, and he also came 
to symbolize the country’s 
“greatest virtues of humility, 
of honesty and decency.”
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Deputy mayor assumes 
many powers in Toronto

150 years later, Lincoln’s 
speech long remembered

WASHINGTON, Ill.- Aaron 
Montgomery’s house was not 
damaged by the tornado that 
roared through this central Illinois 
community. But when the twister 
knocked out power across town, 
he had to find a way to keep his 
5-year-old daughter alive.

The recipient of a heart trans-
plant last year, Isabel Montgom-
ery requires machinery to help her 
breathe and eat. So her father furi-
ously made calls looking for help, 
finally getting through to a con-
struction company that loaned two 
generators.

“I baby-sat the generators with a 
gas can last night to make sure they 
were full and running,” he said 
Monday. 

The cleanup from the Nov. 17 
outbreak of tornadoes had scarcely 
begun, but people in storm-ravaged 
towns like Washington, 140 miles 
southwest of Chicago, had to keep 
moving.

The tornado cut a path about 
an eighth of a mile wide from one 
side of Washington to the other and 
damaged or destroyed as many as 
500 homes.

It could be days before power 
is restored in the town of 16,000, 
state officials said Nov. 18, and 
debris was still scattered across 
the streets. But people forced out 
of their homes were allowed back 
in to survey damage and see what 
they could save.

In one neighborhood, hom-
eowners and their friends and 
families worked quickly in a stiff, 
cold breeze. Some homes had been 
shattered into piles of brick, dry-
wall and lumber. Others, like Jes-
sica Bochart’s house, still had sec-
tions standing.

“All of this can be replaced,” 
she said, gesturing at the collapsed 
remnants of her ceiling. But inside 
the home she shares with her hus-
band, son and daughter, she was 
relieved to find some irreplace-
able things intact - photos, family 
heirlooms and the Bochart’s cat, 
Patches.

“He was sitting under our din-
ing table, looking like, `What 
happened?’” Bochart said as she 
weighed the next set of decisions. 
Among them: Where will the fami-
ly live for now? Offers from friends 
and family had poured in, and they 
were in a hotel for the moment, but 
she hesitated with the decision.

“I don’t know,” she said after a 
long moment’s thought.

Though the powerful line of 
thunderstorms and tornadoes 

howled across 12 states Sunday, 
flattening neighborhoods in min-
utes, the death toll stood at just 
eight.

Forecasters’ uncannily accurate 
predictions, combined with televi-
sion and radio warnings, text-mes-
sage alerts and storm sirens, almost 
certainly saved lives.

But in Washington, the hardest-
hit town, many families, like the 
Bocharts, were also in church.

“I don’t think we had one church 
damaged,” Mayor Gary Manier 
said.

Daniel Bennett was officiating 
Sunday service before 600 to 700 
people when he heard a warning. 
Then another. And another.

“I’d say probably two dozen 
phones started going off in the ser-
vice, and everybody started look-
ing down,” he said.

What they saw was a text mes-
sage that a twister was in the area.

Bennett stopped the service and 
ushered everyone to a safe place 
until the threat passed.

A day later, many in the com-
munity believed that the messages 
helped minimize the number of 
dead and injured.

“That’s got to be connected,” 
Bennett said as he bicycled through 
a neighborhood looking for parish-
ioners’ homes. “The ability to get 
instant information.”

Another factor was forecasting, 
which has steadily improved with 
the arrival of faster, more power-
ful computers. Scientists are now 
better able to replicate atmospheric 
processes into mathematical equa-
tions.

In the last decade alone, fore-
casters have doubled the number 
of days in advance that weather ex-
perts can anticipate major storms, 
said Bill Bunting of the National 
Weather Service.

But Bunting, forecast operations 
chief of the service’s Storm Predic-
tion Center in Norman, Okla., said 
it was not until Saturday that the 
atmospheric instability that turns 
smaller storm systems into larger, 

more menacing ones came into 
focus.

Information from weather sta-
tions, weather balloons, satellite 
imagery and radar told scientists 
that there was more than enough 
moisture - fuel for storms - making 
its way northeast from the Gulf of 
Mexico.

Despite Sunday’s destruction 
and at least eight deaths, 2013 
has been a relatively mild year for 
twisters in the U.S., with the num-
ber of twisters running at or near 
record lows.

So far this year, there have been 
886 preliminary reports of torna-
does, compared with about 1,400 
preliminary reports usually re-
ceived by the weather service of-
fice by mid-November.

An outbreak like the one that 
developed Sunday usually happens 
about once every seven to 10 years, 
according to tornado experts at the 
National Weather Service’s Storm 
Prediction Center and National Se-
vere Storm Lab in Norman, Okla.

There were similar November 
outbreaks in 1992 and 2002, with 
the 1992 one being even bigger 
than this year’s, said top tornado 
researcher Harold Brooks at the 
storm lab.

The outbreak occurred because 
of unusually warm moist air from 
Louisiana to Michigan that was 
then hit by an upper-level cold 
front. That crash of hot and cold, 
dry and wet, is what triggers tor-
nadoes.

Like most November storms, 
this one was high in wind shear and 
lower in moist energy. Wind shear 
is the difference between winds 
at high altitude and wind near the 
surface.

Because it was high in wind 
shear, the storm system moved 
fast, like a speeding car, Brooks 
said. That meant the storm hit more 
places before it petered out, affect-
ing more people, but it might have 
been slightly less damaging where 
it hit because it was moving so fast, 
he said.

After twisters, damaged 
communities come together

This Nov. 18 aerial photo shows a home destroyed by the tornado in the 
western Illinois town of Washington. AP PHOTO BY CHARLES REX ARBOGAST

By Mark Scolforo 
The Associated Press

By Rob Gillies 
The Associated Press

By David Mercer 
and Don Babwin 
The Associated Press

Text of Gettysburg Address, 
as transmitted by AP

The text of the Gettysburg Address, as delivered by President Abraham Lincoln on Nov. 19, 
1863, and transmitted by The Associated Press 150 years ago:

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth upon this continent a new 
nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal. (Applause.) Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that na-
tion, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a 
great battle field of that war; we are met to dedicate a portion of it as the final resting 
place of those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting 
and proper that we should do this, but in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we can-
not consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground.

The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have consecrated it far above our 
poor power to add or to detract. (Applause.) The world will little note, nor long remem-
ber, what we say here; but it can never forget what they did here. (Applause.) It is for 
us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work that they have thus far 
so nobly carried on. (Applause.) It is rather for us here to be dedicated to the great task 
remaining before us; that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that 
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve 
that the dead shall not have died in vain. (Applause.) That the nation shall, under God, 
have a new birth of freedom, and that the government of the people, by the people and 
for the people, shall not perish from the earth. (Long applause.)

Lincoln painting by Fletcher C. Ransom. Photo by Library of Congress/Getty Images 



Alignment Jackson and 
Jackson Public Schools host-
ed the first of its Town Hall 
meetings at Boyd Elementary 
Oct. 10. Superintendent Ced-
rick Gray, Councilman Tony 
Yarber, and Shawna Davie 
of Alignment Jackson led the 
meeting. Residents of Jack-
son, including parents, stu-
dents, and employees of JPS, 
were in attendance. The dis-
cussion focused on Alignment 
Jackson and ways to improve 
the city’s schools.

Alignment Jackson is more 
of a process than a program, 
explained Councilman Yarber. 
It is a way for the community 
to come together to help carry 
out the strategic plan of Jack-
son Public Schools. An exam-
ple of the work being carried 

out by the City includes plans 
to install sidewalks and traf-
fic calming devices to make 
it safer to walk to school. The 
City has also pushed for a 
larger police presence during 
school hours.

“These efforts make stron-
ger schools but also benefit 
communities,” said Yarber.

Dr. Gray encouraged par-
ents to make use of Active-
Parent, the online gradebook 
adopted by JPS this school 
year. Parents can login to see 
grades, attendance, and be-
havior reports. It gives par-
ents and teachers a chance to 
get involved earlier if students 
begin having trouble.

Alignment Jackson seeks to 
unite the community around 
improving schools by:

Facilitating a process for 

collaboration
Structuring a means of en-

gagement
Targeting resources to needs 

expressed in the district’s stra-
tegic plan.

Alignment Jackson is based 
on a Nashville initiative. Sim-
ilarly, they aligned commu-
nity resources to the school 
district’s strategic plan. As 
a result, the city saw a sharp 
increase in high school gradu-
ation rates.

The next meeting will be 
held Nov. 21, at Siwell Mid-
dle School located at 1983 N. 
Siwell Road.

For additional meetings, 
see the complete Town Hall 
meeting schedule.

For more information, con-
tact Councilman Tony Yarber 
at (601) 960-1089.

Boyd Elementary 
hosts First Alignment 
Jackson Town Hall

Participating in the first Alignment Jackson Town Hall meeting at Boyd Elem. Oct. 10, were (from 
left) Councilman Tony Yarber; Dr. Freddrick Murray, JPS exec. dir. of High Schools; Dr. Lorene Es-
sex, JPS deputy supt.; Dr. Michelle King, JPS exec. dir. of Elem. Schools; Julia Harris-Brown, Boyd 
principal; Linda Rush, JPS Board vice pres.; Monica Gilmore-Love, JPS Board pres. and Dr. Cedrick 
Gray, JPS supt.

Participating in the second Alignment Jackson Town Hall meeting at Kirksey Elem. Oct. 22 were (from left) Coun-
cilman Tony Yarber; Christopher Washington, Lanier High School; Makayla Myles, Murrah High School; Kelsey 
Lomax, Raymond High School; Courtney Robinson, Pisgah High School; Shawna Davie, exec. dir. of Alignment 
Jackson; Carol Burger, CEO of United Way; and Dr. Cedrick Gray, supt. of Jackson Public Schools.

Dance Works Studios of 
Byram received several 
awards for their participation 
in the Mississippi State Fair 
Talent Show competition 
held Oct. 4-6 at the Missis-
sippi State Fairgrounds.

All participants were rec-
ognized with Platinum, High 
Gold, Silver, Bronze, or 
Honorable Mention Medal-
lions. Prizes of $500 were 
awarded for each of the first 
place Junior Variety/Dance, 
and Intermediate Dance/Va-
riety winners.

Dance Works Studio is 
under the direction of Adri-
ana Heindl. Legends dancers 
study under Tiffany Jeffer-
son, Shannon Price and Katie 
Limbaugh.

Dance Works placed in the 
following categories at the 
2013 State Fair Talent Com-
petition:

Junior Dance Division (6-
10)

1st place - Pirates of the 
Caribbean - Junior Legends, 
jazz

2nd place - Memoirs or 
a Geisha - Junior Legends, 

acro
3rd place - Individual
4th place - Legends of the 

Falls, Junior Legends, acro

5th place - Changing of the 
Guards, Junior Legends, tap

Intermediate Dance Divi-
sion

1st place -  Trindad and To-
bago - Teen Legends, tap

2nd place -New Orleans 
Voodoo - Senior Legends, 

hip hop
3rd place - Annelise Lee
4th Place - Cats in Cradle - 

William Johnson and Jordan 

Jefferson
5th place - Eriel Paymon
Senior Dance Division
2nd Place-Jordan Jefferson

Dance Works dazzles judges at the 2013 
Mississippi State Fair talent competition

Dance Works Studios of Byram wins big at the 2013 Mississippi State Fair Talent Show competition held at the Mississippi State Fairgrounds.
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Six JPS JROTC cadets were se-
lected to participate in the annual 
Youth Leadership Conference. 
With their selection, they were 
awarded an all expenses paid trip 
to the U.S. Space Center in Hunts-
ville, Ala., where the conference 
was held.

The six JPS cadets who attend-
ed this year’s conference were: 
Cadet Raven Lowe, Callaway 
High School; Cadet Mya Brown, 
Jim Hill High School; Cadet Allen 
Cooper, Wingfield High School; 
Cadet Erin Coverson, Lanier High 
School; Cadet Gregory Wilson, 

Murrah High School; and Cadet 
Dominique Wolfe, Forest Hill 
High School.

The theme of the four-day con-
ference was “Building Leadership 
Now For the Future.” Students 
learned and practiced new skills 
in leadership and communication 
in a segment called Aviation Chal-
lenge.

The conference featured an ex-
citing line up of speakers. Among 
them was Charles Wiley, a veteran 
journalist who reported on 11 wars 
from WWII to wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Dr. Harry Hobbs, the 
communications relations officer 

for the Huntsville Police Depart-
ment was also one of the program 
speakers. A nationally recognized 
leadership instructor, Hobbs is a 
retired chief warrant officer for the 
U.S. Army. The hero of the movie 
Black Hawk Down, Michael Dur-
rant, also gave a presentation dur-
ing the conference. He is the real-
life U.S. Army helicopter pilot 
who was held as a Prisoner of War 
for 11 days in Mogadishu.

Each year, the Jackson Chapter 
of Military Order of World Wars 
reviews candidates from the met-
ro area and selects a group for the 
leadership opportunity.

JPS JROTC cadets selected 
for leadership conference

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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(From left) Cadet Raven Lowe, Callaway High School; Cadet Mya Brown, Jim Hill High School; Cadet Allen 
Cooper, Wingfield High School; Cadet Erin Coverson, Lanier High School; Cadet Gregory Wilson, Murrah High 
School and Cadet Dominique Wolfe, Forest Hill High School were among the seven metro area students se-
lected for this experience. The six were awarded an all expenses paid trip to the U.S. Space Center in Huntsville, 
Ala., to participate in the conference.
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Lorman, Miss. - Alcorn State 
University’s 18th President M. 
Christopher Brown II keynot-
ed the Council of Presidents 
Luncheon at the Association 
of Public and Land-Grant Uni-
versities (APLU) annual con-
ference held Nov. 10-12, 2013, 
in Washington, D.C. that was 
attended by more than 1,400 
participants.

Brown spoke on “The Lim-
its of Affirmative Action in 
Higher Education: Advancing 

Access and Equity on Cam-
pus” and provided insights on 
protecting campus diversity 
while ensuring access for all 
potential students.

Brown was also elected to 
the APLU Board of Directors 
during the annual business 
meeting of the conference and 
awarded the organization’s 
Commission on Access, Di-
versity and Excellence Distin-
guished Service Award for his 
contribution to increasing di-
versity and access in the higher 

education community.
While receiving the award, 

Brown acknowledged the im-
portance of APLU’s work as 
the nation’s oldest higher edu-
cation association and com-
mended the Alcorn community 
for its continued impact and 
dedication to educational ac-
cess, inclusion and equality.

The Association of Public 
and Land-grant Universities 
(APLU) is a research, policy, 
and advocacy organization 
representing 219 public re-

search universities, land-grant 
institutions, state university 
systems, and related organiza-
tions.

Founded in 1887, APLU has 
member institutions in all 50 
states, the District of Colum-
bia, and four U.S. territories. 
Annually, member campuses 
enroll more than 3.8 million 
undergraduates and 1.2 million 
graduate students, award over 1 
million degrees, employ nearly 
1 million faculty and staff, and 
conduct more than $37 billion 

in university-based research. 
APLU’s members include state 
universities, land-grant univer-
sities, state-university systems 
and related organizations.

Alcorn State University 
is a premier comprehensive 
land-grant university that de-
velops diverse students into 
globally competitive leaders, 
and applies scientific research 
through collaborative partner-
ships that benefit the surround-
ing communities, state, nation, 
and world.

Jackson State University will 
mark the 13th anniversary of 
the Jackson Heart Study with a 
celebration Saturday, Nov. 23, 
from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Jackson Medical Mall, Center 
Stage, located at 350 W. Wood-
row Wilson Ave.

JSU President Carolyn W. 
Meyers and Dr. Ricardo A. 
Brown, dean of the College of 
Public Service, are among those 
scheduled to speak at the event. 
The celebration will acknowl-
edge the first participant clini-
cal exam, which was conducted  
Sept. 26, 2000. The study re-
cruited 5,301 participants, ages 
34-85.

“We’re proud to be a part of 
the Jackson Heart Study. This 
research will support efforts to 
improve the health of African 
Americans for generations to 
come,” Meyers said.

JSU was recently awarded 
nearly $3.1 million in funding 
for the new center, which is led 
by Dr. Donna Antoine-LaVigne 
as the principal investigator. Dr. 
Geni Eng serves as the principal 
investigator for the collaborat-
ing institution, University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

The Community Outreach 
Center is the former Communi-
ty Partnership/Outreach Office. 
During the initial phase of the 
JHS, the office developed novel 
strategies to recruit the study’s 
5,301 participants.

The JHS is the largest all 
African-American cohort study 
of cardiovascular disease in the 
U.S. The JHS is a collaboration 
among JSU, Tougaloo College 
and the University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center.

“The College of Public Ser-
vice at JSU is obviously very 
excited about housing the Com-
munity Outreach Center of the 
Jackson Heart Study. The goals 
of the center are a great fit with 

our service mission and vision 
to reduce and eliminate minor-
ity health disparities,” Brown 
said.

The new center will continue 
building on the foundation creat-
ed by the Community Outreach 
Office by providing community 
health education activities, dis-
seminating translated scientific 
articles and JHS findings for 
the community, communicating 
health promotion and preven-
tion messages, communicating 
JHS findings and conducting 
trainings and cohort and com-
munity engagement activities.

“The study has served as a 
springboard for community 
health outreach and other im-
portant scientific studies in the 
African-American community,” 
said Antoine-LaVigne. “And, 
it has given training opportuni-
ties to hundreds of community 
partners and dozens of under-
represented college students 
interested in careers in science, 
medicine and public health.”

Through numerous medical 
tests, scans, exams and inter-
views, the Jackson Heart Study 
has followed the participants in 
the metro Jackson area for more 
than a decade, while also ana-
lyzing the effects of healthy life-
style factors such as diet, physi-
cal activity, and community and 
church involvement.

Researchers throughout the 
world have used the enormous 
amount of collected data - along 
with further testing - to produce 
scientific articles that have ap-
peared in prestigious journals 
such as the American Society 
of Human Genetics, Psycho-
somatic Medicine, Circulation, 
American Journal of Cardiolo-
gy, Ethnicity and Disease, Jour-
nal of the American Dietetic As-
sociation and American Journal 
of Kidney Diseases.

This project has been funded 
in whole or in part with federal 

funds from the National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute, Na-
tional Institutes of Health, De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services, under Contract No 
HSN268201300025C”. (AR-
TICLE H.20. of JHS Contract).

Jackson State University 
Associate Professor Dr. Lo-
cord Wilson recently accepted 
the Lighthouse School Leader 
Lantern Award on behalf of the 
Scott County School Board, 
where she serves as board 
president.

Wilson is an associate pro-
fessor and coordinator of Ed-
ucational Technology in the 
College of Education and Hu-
man Development.

She is presently serving her 
second, full-six year term as an 
elected school board member. 
She continues to be the only 
African American and the only 
female serving on the board.

The Scott County School 
District was honored with the 
Lighthouse School Leader 
Lantern Award for attaining 
a superior level of student 
achievement. The award was 
bestowed during a luncheon 
Nov. 12, during the Mississip-
pi School Boards Association 
(MSBA) Lighthouse School 
Leader Awards Program.

The program, co-sponsored 
by Program of Research and 

Evaluation for 
Public Schools 
(PREPS), ap-
plauds perfor-
mance based on 
high standards 
set in the state’s 
accountab i l i ty 
system.

Wilson be-
lieves that the 
superintendent’s 
job is to run the 
district. The 
board’s job is to 
make sure the 
district runs well. Research 
has proven that “effective 
school boards make a differ-
ence in the lives of children,” 
said Wilson.

To receive the prestigious 
award, a school district must 
have earned a grade of “B” 
high performing, and have 
no school in the district with 
a grade lower than “C.” Only 
31 of Mississippi’s 152 school 
districts qualified for the hon-
or.

The Lighthouse School 
Leader Awards Program was 
established by the Mississippi 

School Board Association at 
the beginning of the 2003-
2004 school year, in recogni-
tion of the unsung efforts of 
school districts to meet more 
rigorous state and federal ac-
countability standards.

Members of the association 
include the boards of  trustees 
of all public school districts 
in Mississippi, including the 
Scott County School District 
Board of Trustees: Dr. Locord 
Wilson (president), Dr. How-
ard Clark (vice president), 
James Johnston (secretary), 
Latrelle Ashley and Carl Dove.

The Jackson State Universi-
ty Alumni Players Association 
and the Department of Alumni 
and Constituency Services 
hosted a breakfast themed 
“Eating with the Enemy?” Sat-
urday, Nov. 16.

The event was a tribute to 
Cardell Jones and Houston 
Markham, roommates and 
teammates as undergraduates 
at Alcorn A&M College - now 
Alcorn University - and long-
time assistant coaches at Jack-
son State University.

Jones left Jackson State 
to become head coach at his 
alma mater, where he helped 
develop the late NFL quarter-
back Steve McNair. Jones also 

served as Alcorn’s director of 
athletics.

Markham left JSU to be-
come head coach at Alabama 
State University, where he also 
served as director of athlet-

ics. He is in the Alcorn’s Hall 
of Fame as well as the SWAC 
Hall of Fame.

Alabama State’s foot-
ball complex is named in 
Markham’s honor.

JSU celebrates anniversary of 
Jackson Heart Study Nov. 23

JSU associate professor 
receives Lighthouse 
School Leader Award

Former JSU coaches, 
Alcorn alums, speak at 
Jackson State University
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NEW YORK - Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg signed landmark leg-
islation Nov. 19 banning the sale 
of tobacco products to anyone 
under the age of 21, making New 
York the first large city or state 
in the country to prohibit sales to 
young adults.

During a brief ceremony at 
City Hall, Bloomberg said rais-
ing the legal purchase age from 
18 to 21 will help prevent young 
people from experimenting with 
tobacco at the age when they are 
most likely to become addicted. 
City health officials say 80 per-
cent of smokers start before age 
21.

The mayor, a former smoker, 
also signed companion legisla-
tion setting a minimum price 
for all cigarettes sold in the city: 
$10.50 per pack. The same new 
law bans retailers from offering 
coupons, 2-for-1 specials, or dis-
counts.

In signing the bills, Bloom-
berg turned away criticism from 
some retailers that the measures 
would be economically harmful 
and lead to job losses.

“This is an issue of whether we 
are going to kill people,” Bloom-
berg said. People who raise 
the economic argument, he 
said, “really ought to look in 
the mirror and be ashamed.”

The ban has limitations, 
in terms of its ability to stop 
young people from picking 
up the deadly habit. Teenag-
ers can still possess tobacco 
legally. Kids will still be able 
to steal cigarettes from their 
parents, bum them from 
friends or buy them from the 
black-market dealers who 
are common in many neigh-
borhoods.

But City Health Commis-
sioner Thomas Farley said 
the idea is to make it more 
inconvenient for young 
people to get started, espe-
cially young teens who had 
previously had easy access 
to cigarettes through slightly 
older peers.

“Right now, an 18-year-
old can buy for a 16-year-
old,” he said. Once the law 
takes effect, in 180 days, 
Farley said, that 16-year-old 
would “have to find some-
one in college or out in the 
workforce.”

Tobacco companies and 
some retailers had opposed 
the age increase, saying it 
would simply drive teenag-
ers to the city’s thriving black 
market.

“What are you really ac-
complishing? It’s not like 
they are going to quit smok-
ing. Why? Because there are 
so many other places they 
can buy cigarettes,” said Jim 
Calvin, president of the New 
York Association of Conve-

nience Stores. “Every 18-year-
old who walks out of a conve-
nience store is just going to go to 
the guy in the white van on the 
corner.”

Large cigarette companies 
now commonly offer merchants 
incentives to run price promo-
tions to bring in new customers. 
Those discounts, though, will be 
banned by the new law, which 
aims to keep the price of ciga-
rettes high as a way of deterring 
smokers. The city already has the 
nation’s highest cigarette taxes.

Calvin said the elimination 
of discounts would further feed 
the drift away from legal ciga-
rettes, and toward illicit supplies 
brought into the city by dealers 
who buy them at greatly reduced 
prices in other states, where to-
bacco taxes are low.

Both bills were passed by the 
City Council late last month. The 
legislation also prohibits the sale 
of small cigars in packages of 
less than 20 and increases penal-
ties for retailers that violate sales 
regulations.

TACLOBAN, Philippines 
- Since the typhoon hit, Dan-
ny Estember has been hiking 
three hours round-trip into the 
mountains each day to obtain 
what he can only hope is clean 
water for his five daughters 
and two sons.

The exhausting journey is 
necessary because safe water 
is desperately scarce in this 
storm-ravaged portion of the 
Philippines. Without it, people 
struggling to rebuild and even 
survive risk catching intes-
tinal and other diseases that 
can spread if they’re unable to 
wash properly.

While aid agencies work to 
provide a steady supply, survi-
vors have resorted to scooping 
from streams, catching rain-
water in buckets and smash-
ing open pipes to obtain what 
is left from disabled pumping 
stations. With at least 600,000 
people homeless, the demand 
is massive.

“I’m thirsty and hungry. I’m 
worried - no food, no house, 
no water, no money,” said Es-
tember, a 50-year-old ambu-
lance driver.

Thousands of other people 
who sought shelter under the 
solid roof of the Tacloban City 
Astrodome also must impro-
vise, taking water from wher-
ever they can - a broken water 
pipe or a crumpled tarp. The 
water is salty and foul tasting 
but it is all many have had for 
days.

The U.S. Institute of Medi-
cine defines an adequate daily 
intake of fluids as roughly 3 li-
ters (100 ounces) for men and 
about 2.2 liters (75 ounces) for 
women. Given the shortages 
and hot climate, it’s certain 
that most in the disaster zone 
aren’t getting anything like 
those amounts, leaving them 
prone to energy-sapping dehy-
dration.

Providing clean, safe drink-
ing water is key to preventing 
the toll of dead and injured 
from rising in the weeks after 
a major natural disaster. Not 
only do survivors need to stay 
hydrated, they also need to 
be protected from waterborne 
diseases such as cholera and 
typhoid.

Haiti’s devastating Janu-
ary 2010 earthquake was fol-
lowed by a cholera outbreak 
in October 2011 that health 
officials said has killed more 
than 8,000 people and sick-
ened nearly 600,000. The two 
events were not linked but it 
added misery to the entire 
country as it was still recov-
ering from the first disaster. 
Some studies have shown that 
cholera may have been intro-
duced in Haiti by U.N. troops 

from Nepal, where the disease 
is endemic.

Washing regularly, using 
latrines and boiling drink-
ing water are the best ways 
to avoid contracting diarrhea 
and other ailments that could 
burden already stressed health 
services.

It took several days for aid 
groups to bring large quanti-
ties of water to Tacloban, the 
eastern Philippine city where 
the typhoon wreaked its worst 
destruction. Philippine Red 
Cross workers sluiced water 
into enormous plastic bladders 
attached to faucets from which 
people fill jerry cans, buckets, 
bottles and whatever other 
containers they might have.

“I’m thirsty,” said Lydia 
Advincula, 54, who for the 
last few days had been plac-
ing buckets out doors to catch 
some of the torrential down-
pours that have added to the 
misery of homeless storm sur-
vivors.

Water provisioning should 
get a big boost with the re-
cent arrival of the U.S. Navy 
aircraft carrier USS George 
Washington, a virtual floating 
city with a distillation plant 
that can produce 1.5 million 
liters (400,000 gallons) of 
fresh water per day - enough 
to supply 2,000 homes, ac-
cording to the ship’s website.

Britain also is sending an 
aircraft carrier, the HMS Illus-
trious, with seven helicopters 
and facilities to produce fresh 
water, Britain’s Ministry of 
Defense said. It said the ship 
is expected to reach the area 
about Nov. 25.

Filtration systems are now 
operating in Tacloban, the cen-
ter of the relief effort, and two 
other towns in Leyte province, 
the hardest-hit area.

Helicopters are dropping 
bottled water along with other 
relief supplies to more isolat-
ed areas.

Other more high-tech water 
purification solutions are also 
available, such as water purifi-
cation bottles developed since 

the 2004 Indian Ocean tsu-
nami that devastated parts of 
Thailand, Indonesia, India and 
Sri Lanka. Those contain sys-
tems that filter out parasites, 
bacteria and other dangerous 
substances from virtually any 
water source, making it safe to 
drink and alleviating the high 
cost and logistical difficulties 
that shipping in bottled water 
entails.

Longer-term water solutions 
will come once the crucial is-
sues of shelter and security are 
settled and will likely have to 
wait several months, said John 
Saunders, of the U.S.-based 
International Association of 
Emergency Managers. Those 
water systems are far more 
complex, requiring expensive, 
specialized equipment and 
training for operators, he said.

“I can bring in a $300,000 
water system that provides 
thousands of liters per day of 
drinking water, but who pays 
for the system and how is it 
maintained and distribution 
managed?” Saunders said.

Long-term solutions are 
a distant concern for Jaime 
Llanera, 44, as he stands in a 
shelter he and his family have 
fashioned out of broken ply-
wood and a tarpaulin.

A single 500-milliliter 
(12-ounce) bottle of mineral 
water delivered by the mili-
tary three days earlier is all 
that’s available for his parents, 
sister, brother-in-law and a 
friend. To stretch their supply, 
they’ve been collecting rain-
water in buckets and any other 
containers they can find and 
boiling it. They’re also using 
rainwater to clean: His mother 
dunks clothing into a bucket 
of rainwater and tries to scrub 
out the filth.

The family plans to wait 
one more week. If help hasn’t 
come by then, they’ll try to 
find a way out of Tacloban 
so they can stay with rela-
tives elsewhere. “We have 
no house. We have no home. 
But we’re still intact,” Llanera 
said.

WASHINGTON - Presi-
dent Barack Obama urged his 
supporters Nov. 18 to help 
Americans enroll for health 
insurance by mail, in person 
and over the phone, seeking 
to tamp down expectations 
that the error-riddled Health-
Care.gov website will ever be 
a panacea for the uninsured - 
even once it’s fixed.

Obama’s appeal for help 
in spreading the word came 
as the White House was ac-
tively considering more ways 
to let people sign up, includ-
ing direct enrollment through 
insurance companies. Earlier, 
White House spokesman Jay 
Carney said 1 in 5 Americans 
won’t ever be able to com-

plete their enrollment through 
the website due to technical 
glitches, discomfort with us-
ing computers or complex per-
sonal tax situations.

“It turns out that purchas-
ing insurance for a lot of folks 
is complicated,” Obama said. 
“We’ve made sure that we’ve 
got a strong plan to not just fix 
the website, which I’m taking 
responsibility for, but also to 
make sure there are other ways 
that people can sign up.”

A self-imposed deadline 
to have the website running 
smoothly for the “vast major-
ity” of Americans is looming 
Nov. 30. Concerned that prob-
lems that persist past the dead-
line will embolden critics to 
argue Obama’s health care law 
is an unfixable failure, the ad-

ministration began Nov. 18 to 
try to pre-empt that argument.

“We always understood that 
we were going to have to en-
roll people” by mail, in person 
or on the phone, Obama said.

Still, the heightened focus 
on more traditional, time-in-
tensive methods for enrolling 
served as yet another reminder 
that the high-tech, streamlined 
insurance market Obama de-
scribed as he pitched the law 
to the nation has not materi-
alized for millions of Ameri-
cans.

Obama said he was still con-
fident the website will work 
for most people by the end of 
the month, and eventually will 
be the easiest place to shop for 
insurance. But he added that 
the website’s failures have fu-

eled misinformation about the 
broader health care law.

Speaking in subdued tones, 
Obama displayed little of the 
vigor he deployed during his 
re-election campaign last year 
as he joined an online confer-
ence call arranged by Organiz-
ing for Action, a private group 
formed from the remnants of 
his 2012 campaign to support 
his second-term agenda.

Organizers said more than 
200,000 people joined te Nov. 
18 call.

In a bit of irony for a presi-
dent who’s spent recent weeks 
dealing with technical difficul-
ties, some seeking to join the 
call were initially prevented 
from doing so by technical is-
sues with the web-based plat-
form for the conference call.
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NYC bans tobacco sales 
to anyone under age 21

Water a pressing concern 
for typhoon survivors

Obama

In this photo provided by the U.S. Navy sailors aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS George Washington load containers of fresh water onto a Sea Hawk 
helicopter for delivery ashore in support of Operation Damayan Friday Nov. 
15, 2013 (AP Photo/US Navy, Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class 
Paolo Bayas)

By Kristen Gelineau 
And Christopher Bodeen  
Associated Press

   the pancreas is an organ 
that sits behind the lower part 
of the stomach.  its job is to 
secrete enzymes that control the 
metabolism of sugars.  pancreatic 
cancer may be one of the most 
dreaded forms of cancer, and with 
good reason.  because there are 
so few early signs of the disease, 
it often progresses to an incurable 
stage before anyone even 
realizes that something is wrong.  
pancreatic cancer also spreads 
quite rapidly, which is another 
reason why the disease has come 
to have such a bad reputation.  
symptoms include pains in the 
upper abdomen, yellowing of 
both the skin and whites of the 
eyes, loss of appetite, weight loss, 
depression, and blood clots.

    because pancreatic cancer is 
usually diagnosed late into its 
development, the five-year survival 
rate after diagnosis is less than 
5 percent.  in order to diagnose 
pancreatic cancer, physicians will 
request a complete physical exam 
as well as personal and family 
medical histories.  if you have been 
diagnosed with cancer, and radiation 
or chemotherapy treatments are 
indicated please remember the 
mississippi CAnCer institUte, 
located at 1501 Aston Avenue in 
mcComb.  please call us at 601-249-
5510 to discuss treatment options.    
because many diseases can cause 
symptoms similar to those of 
pancreatic cancer, it’s important 
to check with the doctor if any 
symptoms exist.

pAnCreAtiC CAnCer

By Josh Lederman
The Associated Press

By David B. Caruso 
Associated Press
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OpiniOn

Republ i cans 
have no shame. 
After House Re-
publicans voted 
more than 40 times 
to block imple-
mentation of what 

they derisively call Obamacare, 
they have the temerity to complain 
that the Obama administration 
flubbed the Oct. 1 rollout of the Af-
fordable Care Act (ACA).

Fred Upton (R-Mich,), the chair-
man of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee who voted 
against the Affordable Care Act, 
held a hearing on “the failures and 
issues surrounding the implemen-
tation of patient protection and 
Affordable Care Act’s (ppACA) 
health insurance exchanges.”

Do Republicans who were will-
ing to shut down the federal govern-
ment because they couldn’t repeal 
the ACA want us to believe they 
honestly care about why the health 
care program had problems during 
its initial rollout?

Rep. John Dingell (D-Mich.) 
isn’t buying it.

He said, “For the last few years 
my Republican friends have called 
the Affordable Care Act a ‘job kill-
er,’ a ‘threat to liberty,’ and that it 
would ‘pull the plug on Grandma.’ 
They have said things like ‘We 
have to do everything in our power 
to prevent Obamacare,’ and ‘Obam-
acare. Get rid of it. period.’

“All of the sudden, our friends 
on the other side of the aisle have 
forgotten this, and are now focused 
on the successful implementation of 
the law and the problems it faces. 
This is encouraging, and i hope this 
is a sign that we can work together 
on this critical issue.”

Don’t hold your breath.
While acknowledging that his 

administration “fumbled” the ball 
when it came to the Oct. 1 rollout, 
president Obama has become a se-
rial apologist. He has personally ac-
cepted the blame when, in fact, few 
are asking where was Chief of Staff 

Denis McDonough during all of 
this. His primary job is to protect the 
president and he, along with Secre-
tary of Health and Human Services 
Kathleen Sebelius, failed miserably.

if the White House staff had 
studied the rollout of Romneycare 
in Massachusetts, they would have 
discovered that it, too, had a shaky 
start, getting only 123 signups in the 
first month; 2,289 after two months 
and 36,167 after 11 months. 

Yet, Mitt Romney, America’s 
Biggest Looser, has the gall to criti-
cize the federal health law that was 
patterned after the one he proudly 
signed and later tried to disavow.

Friendly fire has come from Bill 
Clinton, the man who temporarily 
lost his Arkansas bar license for ly-
ing about having sex with a White 
House intern. He’s in no position 
lecture president Obama and any-
one else about keeping their word 
to Americans.

Furthermore, Obama did what 
Clinton attempted and failed - he 
got health care reform legislation 
passed by Congress.

it was certainly needed.
According to a report by the 

Commonwealth Fund, “As previ-
ous studies have shown, health care 
spending in the U.S. dwarfs that 
found in any other industrialized 
country. 

in 2009, U.S. spending reached 
nearly $8,000 per capita. The other 
study countries spent between one-
third (Japan and new Zealand) and 
two-thirds (Switzerland and nor-
way) as much.”

A press release accompanying 
the study noted, “There were 2.4 
physicians per 1,000 population in 
the U.S. in 2009, fewer than in all 
the countries in the study except 
Japan. 

The U.S. also had the fewest doc-
tor consultations (3.9 per capita) of 
any country except Sweden. 

Relative to the other countries 
in the study, the U.S also had few 
hospital beds, short lengths of stay 
for acute care, and few hospital dis-
charges per 1,000 population. 

On the other hand, U.S. hospital 

stays were far more expensive than 
those in other countries - more than 
$18,000 per discharge. 

By comparison, the cost per 
discharge in Canada was about 
$13,000, while in Sweden, Austra-
lia, new Zealand, France, and Ger-
many it was less than $10,000.”

it added, “prices for the 30 most 
commonly used prescription drugs 
were a third higher in the U.S. com-
pared to Canada and Germany, and 
more than double the amount paid 
for the same drugs in Australia, 
France, the netherlands, new Zea-
land, and the United Kingdom.”

The new law will give blacks 
more access to health care.

A report by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, titled, “Health Cover-
age for the Black population To-
day and Under the Affordable Care 
Act,” found: 

“nationwide, just over one in 
five (21 percent) of blacks do not 
have health insurance. 

“However, the likelihood of be-
ing uninsured varies widely across 
states, ranging from 9 percent of 
blacks in Delaware to 30 percent in 
Louisiana. Uninsured rates for non-
elderly blacks are particularly high 
in the South. 

“The largest uninsured non-
elderly black populations reside in 
Florida (718,800), Texas (613,100), 
and Georgia (594,600). in addition, 
blacks comprise a large share of the 
uninsured population in the District 
of Columbia (52 percent), Missis-
sippi (48 percent), and Louisiana 
(42 percent).”

As much as Obama, in his words, 
fumbled the ball, there is no reason 
to forfeit the game, especially in the 
first quarter.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
News Service (NNPA.) He is a key-
note speaker, moderator, and media 
coach and can be reached through 
his Website, www.georgecurry.com. 
Follow him at www.twitter.com/cur-
rygeorge and George E. Curry Fan 
Page on Facebook

All Renisha Mc-
Bride wanted to do 
was to go home.  
She had been in a 
car accident, her 
cell phone was 
dead, and she need-

ed help. She knocked on a couple of 
doors in the suburban Detroit neigh-
borhood where she was stranded, 
but it was well after midnight and 
people weren’t opening their doors.  

Finally, she found a homeowner 
in Dearborn Heights who opened 
his door, but instead of offering the 
help she so desperately needed, he 
shot her, saying he thought she was 
going to break into his home.

He didn’t shoot her at close 
range; he shot her from a distance. 
He might have simply shut the door, 
or he might have shut the door and 
called 911. instead he shot 19-year-
old Renisha McBride in the face.

Friday, nov. 15, 2013, Theodore 
p. Wafer, 54, was charged with sec-
ond-degree murder. He also faces a 
manslaughter charge.

There are chilling parallels to the 
Trayvon Martin case. The character 
assassination of Renisha has begun. 
According to a toxicology report, 
her blood alcohol level was 0.22, 
more than twice the legal limit for 
driving. Her blood also tested posi-
tive for an active ingredient in mari-
juana.

if Renisha were drunk as Cootie 

Brown and high as a kite, she did 
not deserve to be killed. Why didn’t 
Wafer call 911 and tell them (if he 
could tell) that there was a drunken 
woman on his porch? Why did he 
shoot?

Renisha McBride’s murder bears 
attention for several reasons. First of 
all, it reinforces the unfortunate re-
ality that young black people are at 
high risk for violence, often because 
too many shoot first and ask ques-
tions later.  

Secondly, in the cases that are 
highly publicized, usually it is the 
massacre of a young man that is at 
the center of a case. it is important 
to note that young black women are 
too often at risk. And it is important 
to ask what we plan to do about it.

Marissa Alexander didn’t want to 
take another beating. Her husband 
Rico Gray is an admitted abuser 
whose brutal beatings of his wife 
were described as “lifethreatening.”  
She fired a warning shot into the 
ceiling to warn off her abuser hus-
band. Yet, she was charged with fel-
ony use of a firearm and sentenced 
to 20 years in jail.

The prosecutor in this case, Ange-
la Corey, is the same one who only 
reluctantly charged George Zim-
merman in the massacre of Trayvon 
Martin, the same prosecutor who 
assembled a flawed legal team, the 
same prosecutor who believes in the 
Stand Your Ground laws.

That is, except for Marissa Alex-
ander, who stood her ground against 

an abusive husband and hurt no one.
Marissa Alexander, the 32-year-

old mother of three, has no crimi-
nal record. Her conviction has been 
thrown out because a judge ruled 
that the prosecution, not the defense, 
has the burden of proof. (Alexan-
der was asked to prove that she had 
been beaten).

Friends and family have raised 
her bail, but the judged in her case 
said he won’t rule on her release un-
til Jan. 15.

She languishes in jail, suppos-
edly, because she remains a threat to 
her batterer, but even he supports her 
release. Her continued incarceration 
is not only mean-spirited, but also an 
illustration about the unevenness of 
law. 

George Zimmerman got away 
with murder for standing his ground.  
Marissa Alexander is incarcerated 
because she stood hers.

With domestic violence an epi-
demic in our country, it seems un-
fathomable that a woman who 
wanted to prevent it is charged with 
a crime. While the civil rights com-
munity has surrounded Marissa, i 
am not aware of women’s organi-
zations or domestic violence orga-
nizations that have been similarly 
supportive.

E. Faye Williams of the national 
Congress of Black Women said that 
her organization has been active in 
assisting Marissa, and that’s a good 
thing.

Still, just as the hoodie came 
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Forcing poor people 
to go hungry

Just as the 
holiday season 
begins, when the 
thoughts and ac-
tions of some 
focus on compas-
sion for others, 

we could be about to witness the 
government’s forcing the poor to 
go hungry - the product of politi-
cal horse-trading in Washington 
that has erased a critical portion 
of the already-meager subsidy the 
federal food stamp program pro-
vides the more than 47 million 
Americans who receive it.

And it’s a virtual certainty 
more draconian cuts in the pro-
gram will be made - cuts that 
increase the threat millions of 
men, women and children will 
in years to come endure not only 
hunger but also a host of health 
and health-related problems that 
the combination of hunger and 
poverty will produce or intensify.

This is the quagmire a nation 
with a huge surplus of food must 
find its way out of.

As usual when it comes to fed-
eral aid to poor and working-poor 
Americans, the issue isn’t really 
the actual availability of funds 
for aid. The issue is politics - and 
the deepening showdown in the 
nation between compassion and 
callousness.

But it’s also a matter of the 
House Republicans majority’s 
refusal to recognize that the food 
stamp program is a bulwark 
against the social and economic 
catastrophe widespread hunger in 
America would produce.

On nov. 1, Congress allowed 
to expire without replacement 
a temporary boost in the food-
stamp program budget provided 
by funds from the 2009 economic 
stimulus package. The expiration 
reduced the monthly allotment 
food stamp recipients get by $11 
for a one-person household to 
$36 monthly for a family of four.

The increase had been the gov-
ernment’s response to the need of 
the program - its formal name is 
the Supplemental nutrition As-
sistance program (SnAp) - to 
cope with the sharp rise in the 
numbers of Americans needing 
aid to buy food.

That increase was driven over-
whelmingly by the Great Reces-
sion’s erasing more than 8 million 
jobs from the nation’s workplace. 
As joblessness grew, so did the 
numbers of people seeking food 
stamps.

As a result, according to the 
Congressional Budget Office, the 
program’s budget ballooned from 
$35 billion in 2007 to $80 billion 
now as its enrollment swelled 
from 26 million to its current 
level of one out of every seven 
Americans.

Earlier this year, a majority of 
Republicans in the GOp-domi-
nated House of Representatives, 
chanting their mantra of fiscal 
responsibility, approved as part 
of the farm bill Congress is con-
sidering a provision that would 
cut $40 billion from SnAp over 
10 years. 

The SnAp provision in the 
Democratic-controlled Senate 
version of the bill differs signifi-
cantly. it proposes a $4 billion 
reduction.

The House proposal would 
deny benefits to 3.8 million peo-
ple next year and an average of 
3 million each succeeding year, 
according to the Center on Bud-
get policy and priorities, a non-
partisan think tank, and usher in 
a situation of social catastrophe 
akin to that of some Third-World 
countries.

But the Senate version looks 
better only by comparison with 
its extreme counterpart. The 
harshness of the regime it would 
produce can be glimpsed by ex-
amining the affect the mandated 
nov. 1 cut is already having on 
food stamp recipients - people 
who by the program’s very eli-

gibility requirements have very 
low incomes and no financial re-
sources  to withstand even minor 
emergencies.

For example, the monthly re-
ductions in allotments that took 
place this month loom larger giv-
en that eligibility for food stamps 
is limited to those at or below the 
poverty line: a gross income of 
$15,030 for a two-person house-
hold, to $23,050 for a family of 
four. 

The CBpp report calculated 
that the nov. 1 cut reduces the av-
erage amount recipients have to 
spend on each meal by 10 cents - 
from $1.50 per meal to $1.40 per 
meal. For a family of four the cut 
amounts to the loss of 21 or 22 
meals a month.

Contrary to the conventional 
wisdom, most SnAp recipients 
work, but at low-wage jobs that 
after paying for their rent and 
such other necessities as transpor-
tation, leave them out of enough 
money to buy enough food to eat. 

in 2007, half of all food stamp 
users lived in the suburbs, accord-
ing to an analysis of census data 
by the Brookings institution, a 
Washington think tank. now, it’s 
55 percent. More than 900,000 of 
those enrolled are veterans. 

The 21 million children in 
households that get food stamps 
constitute a quarter of all Ameri-
can children.

in other words, they’re ordi-
nary Americans who deserve our 
compassion and government aid 
because they have contributed, 
are contributing, or, regarding 
the children, have the potential to 
contribute to the larger society.

in that regard, the ounce of pre-
vention of funding the nation’s 
food stamp program at a level 
that properly responds to the need 
is the far wiser course to follow.

Lee A. Daniels is a longtime 
journalist based in New York 
City. His latest book is “Last 
Chance: The Political Threat to 
Black America.”

Republicans’ ‘crocodile 
tears’ over health care

Renisha McBridge and other black 
women need to be defended

By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist By Lee A. Daniels

NNPA Columnist

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist

to represent Trayvon Martin, and 
people from around the world, in-
cluding on the floor of Congress, 
donned the hoodie in solidarity with 
Trayvon, there has been no similar 
support for Marissa Alexander.

Marissa Alexander’s incarcera-
tion and the murder of Renisha Mc-
Bride have something in common.  
They illustrate the vulnerability of 
black women, both in the legal sys-
tem and in the public perception of 
race and gender.

Black women are not afforded the 

privilege of standing their ground 
against batterers. Black women 
can be shot at far range because 
a 54-year-old homeowner was so 
frightened that he had to shoot.

More than 20 years ago, when 
now Associate Supreme Court jus-
tice Clarence Thomas attempted to 
character assassinate attorney Anita 
Hill with his wild accusations, a 
group of black women stood up in 
her defense.  

Using the moniker of “African 
American Women in Defense of 

Ourselves,” the group took out ads 
both in the new York Times and in 
the Black press supporting profes-
sor Hill. (Disclosure - my mom, my 
three sisters and i all signed the ad).  

We defended ourselves then, and 
we must defend ourselves now. The 
legal system seems unwilling and 
unable to do so.

Julianne Malveaux is a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based economist and 
writer.  She is President Emerita 
of Bennett College for Women in 
Greensboro, N.C.

Off the Chain
By Eric Garcia. Chicago, IL, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com



Well, here we 
are with exactly 
one week to go 
before Thanks-
giving. As you 
know, this is 
the time of year 

that some people stop to re-
flect on all of the things that 
they have to be thankful for.

This special day of cel-
ebration for Americans is set 
aside on the last Thursday of 
November. During the day 
large family gatherings, din-
ners, and a lot of football are 
among the highlights of the 
day and now late afternoon 
(Black Friday) shopping is 
creeping in as another one on 
this day of sharing.

This Thanksgiving sea-
son, like others, brings with 
it the crispness of the morn-
ing dew with a slight chill 
that surrounds us as we open 
our front door to look out at 
the golden sun that shines so 
brightly. We also get to wit-
ness the lingering of sunlight 
as the temperature begins to 
cool in the evening.

Even with all that is going 
on, Thanksgiving is a time 
when so many of us con-
sciously take this opportuni-
ty to say, God, Almighty, the 
Maker of All, we thank You, 
Lord, for Your blessings.

Thanksgiving is one day 
that as a country, we reflect 
on our humble beginnings 
in what was once a new land 
but has now become one of 
the most powerful countries 
in the world, America.

I know that in the past, I’ve 
shared with you a story about 
my grandfather enjoying 
evenings on a cot that he kept 
on his back porch. I recall his 
resting period beginning just 
as the sun was going down 
and a cool breeze was flow-
ing through the chicken wire 
that surrounded his screened 
in porch. He chose that mo-
ment to lie quietly as he 
thanked God for the miracles 
of the day.

Something else I can re-
call from many years ago is 
watching my grandmother, 
and later my mother busy 
themselves for days and days 
as they prepared food for our 
Thanksgiving gatherings. 
Yes, I know that many people 
still do this, but the amount 
of love that I saw them pour 
into it is a feeling that I will 
never forget. I can even re-
member thinking, “Wow, it 
sure does take a lot to feed 
people when they come to 
visit,” not realizing at that 
time in my young life that 
what they were doing was a 
labor of love.

A labour of love - a phrase 
that I found in Thessalonians 
1:2 - 3: “We give thanks to 

God always for you all, mak-
ing mention of you in our 
prayers; Remembering with-
out ceasing your work of 
faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the sight of 
God and our Father.”

Then I gave more thought 
to the definition: Work un-
dertaken for the pleasure of 
it or for the benefit of a loved 
one. Oh how wonderful it is 
to be Loved. 

We all know that God loves 
us unconditionally. He loves 
us so much that He gave His 
only Begotten Son. We know 
that He has given us so much 
and that it began with our 
birth of life and can end with 
life eternal. We know that 
because we are His, we are 
loved like no other.

Our celebration of love 
should not be confined to 
one day set aside to say thank 
you for a new world, but it 
should be a daily expression 
of thanking God for all that 
He does for each of us.

I do know that for many, if 
it were not for Thanksgiving 
Day, saying Thank you still 
might not happen and that’s 
nothing to be proud of. If we 
truly love God, just as we 
truly love and labour for our 
families, we should always 
be ready to share what He 
has done for us. I can’t think 
of a better way to say “Thank 
You.”

So, just as my grandfather 
did so many years ago, and 
as the maternal women in my 
life, we all need to stop and 
just do as those before us so 
humbly did - thank God for 
the setting of the sun and the 
miracles of the day. Thank 
Him by sharing our love with 
others. But most importantly, 
thank Him because He is 
God.

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve as 
your personal messenger to 
share your good news and 
thankfulness to the Lord.

The King James Version 
of Isaiah 52:7 reads: “How 
beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that brin-
geth good tidings, that pub-
lisheth peace; that bringeth 
good tidings of good, that 
publisheth salvation; that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God 
reigneth!”

His presence is everywhere 
and so should the news of 
His love for all of His chil-
dren. Don’t forget to tell Him 
“Thank You”!

Contact Daphne M. Hig-
gins at religion@missis-
sippilink.com. Fax 601-
896-0091 or mail your 
information to The Missis-
sippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Thanksgiving blessings to remember

Temptation is like an intersection - Part III

“Make a joy-
ful noise unto 
the LORD, all 
ye lands. Serve 
the LORD with 
gladness: come 
before His pres-

ence with singing. Know ye 
that the LORD He is God: it 
is He that hath made us, and 
not we ourselves; we are His 
people, and the sheep of His 
pasture. Enter into His gates 
with thanksgiving, and into His 
courts with praise: be thankful 
unto Him, and bless His name. 
For the LORD is good; His 
mercy is everlasting; and His 
truth endureth to all genera-
tions.” - Psalms 100.

As we prepare to stuff our-
selves Thursday with the tur-
key, ham, cornbread dressing, 
sweet peas, homemade rolls 
and various homemade deserts, 
are we really thankful? Do we 
really know how blessed we 
are as a people, as a nation? 
Do we daily look around and 
see that we are wonderfully 
blessed? Do we take the time to 
shout “Thank You, Jesus?” Are 
we taking God’s blessings for 
granted?

The 100th Psalm was writ-
ten for the people of Israel. 
God said to them, “When you 
come into the Promised Land, 
and settle down in your warm 

homes, and you have plenty to 
eat, don’t forget me. I led you 
out of the wilderness and I 
brought you into a land flowing 
with milk and honey.”

It doesn’t take very long to 
realize that the people of Israel 
needed a reminder. I am afraid 
that we need one, too.

We can see in scripture that it 
didn’t take them very long be-
fore they needed a reminder of 
the blessing of God. The very 
sad part is that America has 
followed almost every footstep 
of the ancient Israelites. Ev-
erything they did, we do. They 
were given the land of milk and 
honey. We were given a land of 
abundance and prosperity. They 
took their eyes off God. We 
have taken our eyes off God. 
They suffered extreme punish-
ment. It is my opinion that if 
we as a nation stay on the path 
and direction we are headed, we 
will be on the very verge of suf-
fering the same depth of pun-
ishment, too.

During this season, let’s not 
forget from where are blessings 
come. We must be careful not to 
base our thanks on how much 
we have. We should not thank 
God for the extra big turkey 
we have on our table, but thank 
God that we have food at all on 
our table.

We should not thank God 
for giving us that big paycheck 
with all the overtime in it, but 

for giving us a paycheck at all. 
We must be thankful for any-
thing and everything we have, 
not just the abundance of what 
we have. We have become too 
focused on the big things and 
we have forgotten to thank God 
for the little things.

We have all read stories or 
heard about people who had 
much in life and then quickly 
lost everything. If something 
happened in your life tomor-
row, and you lost your home, 
your car, your furniture, your 
job, and everything else you 
have, how would you feel? 
How would this affect your re-
lationship with God?

It is okay for us to be thank-
ful for the material things we 
have in life, but the one thing 
we need to be the most aware of 
and the most thankful for is the 
personal relationship we have 
with our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. That is the source of our 
thanksgiving, isn’t it? 

Let me ask you a few ques-
tions. What if God began to 
treat us like we so often treat 
Him? What if God met our 
needs to the same degree that 
we give Him our lives?

What if we never saw an-
other flower bloom because we 
grumbled when God sent the 
rain? What if God stopped lov-
ing and caring for us because we 
failed to love and care for oth-
ers? What if God took away His 

message because we wouldn’t 
listen to His messenger?

What if He wouldn’t bless us 
today because we didn’t thank 
Him yesterday? What if God 
answered our prayers the way 
we answer His call for service? 
What if God decided to stop 
leading us tomorrow because 
we did not follow Him today? 

O Lord, help us to be thankful 
that you do “not treat us as our 
sins deserve or repay us accord-
ing to our iniquities.” - Psalm 
103:10.

Have a blessed and safe 
Thanksgiving.

Rev. Audrey L. Hall is the se-
nior pastor of the Holy Temple 
Missionary Baptist Church in 
Jackson. She is the first female 
pastor of a Missionary Baptist 
church in the Jackson metro-
politan area.

A native of Enterprise, Mis-
sissippi, she is the daughter of 
the late Dock and Carrie Hall,  
a graduate of the University of 
Southern Mississippi, and the 
Antioch School of Law, Wash-
ington, D.C., and has studied 
at Wesley Biblical Seminary in 
Jackson.

She is a member of several 
ministerial affiliations and 
an active member of the Beta 
Delta Omega Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorpo-
rated. She was recently listed in 
“Who’s Who in Black Missis-
sippi.”

I greet you, 
again, in the 
name of the 
Holy One.

During last 
week’s sharing 
of the Word, 

we examined the channels 
whereby lust can freely flow. 
Two of them (labeled A and 
B) were idleness and fantasy 
lust. This week’s lesson will 
begin with C)…failure to 
pursue holiness based on the 
word from 1 Thessalonians 
4:3, 4.

It’s part of God’s will for 
your life that you be holy in 
terms of sexual purity. “For 
this is the will of God: your 
sanctification, that you ab-
stain from fornication (sexual 
immorality), that each man 
among you shall know how 
to get a wife who shall be 
his own in purity and honor; 
not in the passion of lust, as 
the Gentiles who don’t know 
God…” (1 Thessalonians 4:3-
5).

The Greek word for sancti-
fication in verse 1 Thessalo-
nians 4:3 is hagiasmos which 
means purity. As you look at 
this verse it becomes clear 
that God’s will for Christians 
is that we live sexually pure 
and that we can do this by get-
ting married at some point. To 
live in lust even if it’s in our 
minds is a sin and anything 
that does not please God has 
to hinder us from getting 
God’s best for our lives.

Charles Swidoll, who is 
the former president of Dal-
las Theological Seminary, a 
pastor, author, educator, and 
radio preacher said, “The 
Apostle Paul is saying Chris-
tian holiness requires total 
abstinence from sexual sins. 
The Greek word for fornica-
tion is pornea probably where 
we get the word pornography.

If you don’t aggressively 
pursue holiness your life will 
become an open door to the 
temptation of lust one way or 
another; even if it’s all hid-
den and tucked away in your 
mind. 1 John 2:16 says, “For 
all that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes…” So, if you don’t pur-
sue holiness you will lust af-
ter something because that is 
all that is in the world.

Let’s discuss “How to deal 
with lust?” Genesis 39:10-12 
reads: 10. …day after day she 
went on requesting Joseph to 
come to her and be her lover, 
but he would not give ear to 
her. 11. Now one day he went 
into the house to do his work; 
and not one of the men of the 
house was inside. 12. And 
pulling at his coat, she said, 
come to my bed; but slipping 
out of his coat, he went run-
ning away.”

One writer said, “The Bible 
does not tell us to fight against 
temptation.” Why? Can we 
really fight against tempta-
tion? If you were alone with 
a sexy celebrity whom you 
idolize and they started put-
ting moves on you it is highly 
unlikely that you would resist.

Matthew 26:41, “Watch 
and pray, that you enter not 
into temptation: the spirit in-
deed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak.” 

The point is you can’t fight 
against temptation which is 
why I said the Bible doesn’t 
tell us to fight against temp-
tation. “It says we should run 
away from the things (and the 
people) that tempt us.” 

1 Corinthians 6:18, reads: 
“Flee sexual immorality.”  
Run away from sexual sin…
pornography, sexually ex-
plicit videos, TV shows that 
promote sexual sin.

The reason why we should 
run away from sexual sins is 
found in the remainder of 1 

Corinthians 6:18, “…he who 
commits sexual immorality 
sins against his own body.” 1 
Peter 2:11 reads: “I beg you 
as foreigners and pilgrims, 
to abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul…”

One that commits forni-
cation sins against his own 
body, as well as against his 
soul, by degrading his body 
from its proper dignity and 
honor: making his body a 
harlot which was made to be 
a member of Christ. 1 Cor-
inthians 6:15 reads: “Do you 
not know that your bodies are 
members of Christ? Shall I 
therefore take the members of 
Christ and make them mem-
bers of a prostitute? Never!” 

Thus fornication and adul-
tery are sins against the body 
because as Christians we were 
bought with a price but if we 
use our holy temples to com-
mit sexual sins then we sin 
against our bodies. This can 
be compared to temple pros-
titution also known as sacred 
prostitution in ancient times. 
These two do not go together, 
a temple and a prostitute. In 
a way this is what Paul was 
saying, don’t take your holy 
temple (body) and turn it into 
a temple of prostitution.

You have heard that young 
people need to sow their wild 
oats. This is a spiritually 
blinded and twisted worldly 
philosophy that has messed 
up many young people. The 
world says sow your wild 
oats, but the word says: “Flee 
from youthful lusts; but pur-
sue righteousness, faith, love, 
and peace with those who 
call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart.” (2 Timothy 2:22).

Youthful lust includes more 
than just fleshly lust, but lust 
of the vices in the mind such 
as pride, arrogance, the love 
of money and power. The 
Greek word for lust here is 
epithumia which means long-

ing for things that are forbid-
den and off limits. Lust of the 
flesh, pride, and power hunger 
are off limits to Christians.

This is why 2 Tim. 2:2 tells 
us: Run from youthful lust, 
but pursue righteousness, 
faith, peace and love instead. 
So, pursuing righteousness is 
a way to run away from lust.

Dr. Charles Swindoll said 
when he was in the military 
serving in Okinawa, Japan, 
that there were plenty of 
temptations and he had lots of 
free time. He was in his mid-
twenties, he was a Christian, 
he had a wife and kids back 
home. He knew that if he 
didn’t find ways to force his 
body to behave he would be 
shacking up with women like 
the other married Marines. 

Swindoll developed ways 
to keep himself busy. Even 
when he walked down the 
streets he would walk very 
fast to avoid looking at some 
of the women who had invit-
ing looks in their eyes. He 
would look straight ahead 
and sometimes he even ran 
to his destination. He also 
disciplined his mind through 
intensive reading and scrip-
ture memorization. He started 
each day asking God to help 
him make it through. It was 
difficult but his commitment 
to sexual purity paid off later 
as the soldiers would come to 
him and were willing to listen 

N E w s  f R o M  T h E  w o R d

N E w s  f R o M  T h E  w o R d

R E I g N I N g  A N N o u N c E M E N T
Mt. Wade M.B. Church choir and Collis Hill Church of Christ Holiness, 
Salem M.B. Church and Terry Grove M.B. Church choirs invite you to 
attend a Christmas concert, Sunday, Dec. 1 at 1:30 p.m. at Mt. Wade M.B. 
Church located at 3752 Dry Grove Road, Terry, Miss. Special guests include 
Pilgrim Rest Mime Ministry of Brandon, Miss. and Stephen Johnson of the 
Mississippi Mass choir. Program theme: Every praise is to our God. For more 
information you may call Mt. Wade’s Pastor, Will T. Jones Jr., at 601.878.2323.
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By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

to what he had to say because of 
his clean life.

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Center, 
464 Church Rd., Madison. Resi-
dents of Madison, he and wife, 
Minister Yolanda; are the proud 
parents of three daughters. He 
received degrees from Criswell 
College in Dallas; Southern 
Methodist University - Perkins 

School of Theology; and a Mas-
ters of Divinity from Memphis 
Theological Seminary. A pastor 
for 23 years, Collier serves as 
a volunteer chaplain for various 
law enforcement agencies in the 
metro area and for the Mis-
sissippi Governor’s Mansion. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or 
e-mail karab5@live.com.



John 6:51 
records Je-
sus’ Words: “I 
am the Living 
Bread which 
came down from 
Heaven. If any-

one eats of this Bread, he will 
live forever. And the Bread 
that I shall give is My Flesh, 
which I shall give for the life 
of the world.”

A French philosopher once 
said, “The whole world is on a 
mad quest for security, joy and 
happiness.”

A Texas millionaire con-
fided, “I thought money could 
buy peace, joy and happiness 
- I have been miserably disil-
lusioned.”

A famous film star broke 
down: “I have money, beau-
ty, glamor and popularity. I 
should be the happiest woman 
in the world, but I am miser-
able. Why?”

One of Britain’s top social 
leaders said, “I have lost all 
desire to live, yet I have ev-
erything to live for. What is 
the matter?”

A man went to see a psychi-
atrist. He said, “Doctor, I am 
lonely, despondent and miser-
able. Can you help me?” The 
psychiatrist suggested that he 
go to a circus and see a famous 
clown who was said to make 
even the most despondent 
laugh with joy. His patient 
said, “I am that clown.”

A college senior said, “I 
am 23. I have lived through 
enough experiences to be old, 
and I am already fed up with 
life.”

Jesus declared, “I am come 

that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more 
abundantly.” (John 10:10) Je-
sus stated, “These things have 
I spoken unto you, that My joy 
might remain in you, and that 
your joy might be full.” (John 
15:11)

When things are going 
well, we feel elated. When 
hardships come, we sink into 
depression. But true joy tran-
scends the rolling waves of 
circumstance. Joy comes from 
a consistent relationship with 
Jesus Christ.

When our lives are inter-
twined with His, He will 
help us walk through adver-
sity without sinking into weak 
lows. The joy of living with 
Jesus Christ daily will keep us 
level-headed, no matter how 
high or low our circumstances.

Searching for joy and happi-
ness in the wrong places: Over 
2,500 years ago, the Prophet 
Isaiah looked out on a people 
who longed for joy, happiness, 
peace and security but were 
looking for it in the wrong 
places. They were running to 
the marketplace and to places 
of amusement, spending their 
money madly for things which 
brought them no permanent 
satisfaction.

He stood before them one 
day and gave them the Word 
of God: “Ho, everyone that 
thirsteth, come ye to the wa-
ters; and he that hath no mon-
ey, come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk with-
out money and without price. 
Wherefore do ye spend money 
for that which is not bread? 
And your labor for that which 
satisfieth not? Listen carefully 
to me and eat what is good. 

And let your soul delight itself 
in abundance.” (Isaiah 55:1-2)  

Isaiah didn’t speak nega-
tively and insult them for their 
sins in this particular sermon. 
He didn’t grab the bottle from 
the drunkard’s hand; he didn’t 
lecture them about the evils 
of gluttony; he didn’t shame 
them for their immoral prac-
tices; he overlooked that for 
the moment. He simply asked 
them: “Are you getting what 
you want out of life? Why do 
you spend your money for that 
which is not bread and your 
labor for that which does not 
satisfy?”

If Isaiah were living today 
in 2013, he would simply ask 
the restless people: “Are you 
getting what you want out of 
life? Are you finding satisfac-
tion?”

God has the answer: The 
Prophet Isaiah did not leave 
the people with an unanswered 
question. He went on to tell 
them that there is a satisfy-
ing way of life if they would 
seek it. He exhorted them to 
abandon their vain searching 
for pots of gold and to start 
searching for joy, peace and 
happiness in a right relation-
ship with God.

Our materialistic world 
rushes on with its eternal quest 
for the fountain of happiness 
and joy. The more knowledge 
we acquire, it seems we have 
less wisdom. The more eco-
nomic security we gain, we 
become more bored and inse-
cure. The more worldly plea-
sure we enjoy, our lives are 
less satisfied and contented.

We are like a restless sea, 
finding a little peace here 
and a little pleasure there, but 

nothing permanent and satis-
fying. So the search continues! 
Men will kill, lie, cheat, steal 
and go to war to satisfy their 
quest for power, pleasure and 
wealth.

Just as Christ brought hope, 
peace, joy and new life to 
those who first gathered in 
Galilee to hear the Sermon on 
the Mount, also He can bring 
hope and new life to us today 
as we understand His truth, 
commit ourselves to it and live 
each in the light.

The Joy of God: God is 
a joyful God and wishes to 
share His joy with us. God is 
the source of real joy, just as 
He is the source of love, truth 
and mercy. How often do we 
meditate on the fact that God 
is a God of joy?

In the Gospel according to 
John 15:11-13, Jesus says, “I 
have told you this so that My 
joy may be in you and that 
your joy may be complete. My 
command is this: love each 
other as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no man than 
this, that he lay down his life 
for his friends.”

Christianity is far from 
a dull, boring, joyless life. 
There is no joy like knowing 
and serving God.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church 
of God in Farmhaven (Can-
ton), Miss., and is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Presently, Rev. Green 
is a member of the National 
Association of Evangelism 
Church of God, Anderson, Ind. 
He serves as vice-chairman at 
the Southeastern Association 
of The Church of God, Inc. College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
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The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of November 21

1.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
2.	 The	Gift		 	 	 Donald	Lawrence
3.	 Break	Every	Chain	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
4.	 1	On	1	 	 	 	 Zacardi	Cortez
5.	 If	He	Did	It	Before…Same	God	 Tye	Tribbett	
6.	 Sunday	Kinda	Love	 	 Israel	Houghton	Featuring	Aaron	Lindsey
7.	 Nothing	Without	You	 	 Jason	Nelson
8.	 Testimony	 	 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy
9.	 I	Can	Only	Imagine	 	 Tamela	Mann
10.	 Here	In	Our	Praise	 	 Fred	Hammond-United	Tenors

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Where has the joy gone?” - Part 3

Is it possible 
to be thankful for 
what you lost?  I 
know it’s close 
to Thanksgiving 
and we are fo-
cused on being 

grateful for the many blessings 
we have.   However, in some cas-
es, homes and jobs have been lost.  
Hope for some is fading.  It’s hard 
to be thankful because of growing 
fear and uncertainty.    How can 
you be thankful when you feel 
like you’ve lost so much?

Philippians 4:11-12 says, “I 
am not saying this because I am 
in need, for I have learned to be 
content whatever the circum-
stances. I know what it is to be 
in need, and I know what it is to 
have plenty. I have learned the 
secret of being content in any 
and every situation, whether well 
fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want.”

How do you apply that scrip-
ture to everyday life, especially if 
you are struggling?  I had to re-
learn this recently as I dealt with 
an unexpected loss of something 
I valued.   For a time, I struggled 
with coming to terms with the 
disappointment of the loss.   Then 
it hit me one day:   the loss was 
really God making room for what 
he really wanted me to have.   
And, less than one month later, 
God blessed me with something 
better than what I’d previously 
complained about losing.   

We complain to God and 
wonder why he doesn’t give us 
certain things when we pray for 
them.     Spiritual temper tantrums 
might happen when we send up 

heart-felt prayers and they are 
not answered.      We spend so 
much time focusing on what we 
didn’t get that we miss what God 
has for us on the other side of that 
disappointment: A challenge to 
trust Him again.  And in trusting 
him again comes the opportunity 
to show obedience to God’s awe-
some sovereignty. 

Even more so, do we pass the 
test of being able to congratulate 
the person who got their prayers 
answered when their prayer was 
similar to ours?   An even bigger 
test is praying that God would 
bless that person as they accepted 
those new blessings if/when they 
run into difficulties.   Being able 
to pray that kind of prayer  re-
quires that we go back to thank-
ing God for what we didn’t get…
regardless of the reason why we 
believe he didn’t  allow it to hap-
pen for us.   Sometimes when 
we get blessings from God, we 
quickly forget that he is sover-
eign; we’d rather give credit to 
our prayer partner.  

It seems a little odd to thank 
God for not giving you some-
thing, but this kind of thankful-
ness is just as important because 
it forces us to take a crash course 
in spiritual maturity.   Not getting 
a prayer answered is God’s ironic 
reminder of that he really is still 
in control.

Have a wonderful Thanksgiv-
ing!

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com or 
follow her on Twitter at @she-
wanda. 

Be thankful 
for what you lost

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R v E d

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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CDL TRAINEES NEEDED!
• No Experience Required.
• Learn To Drive For US Xpress.
• Train and be Based Locally!
• Earn $800 Per Week After

Sponsored Training Program.

1-800-350-7364
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• No Experience Required.
• Learn To Drive For US Xpress.
• Train and be Based Locally!
• Earn $800 Per Week After

Sponsored Training Program.

1-800-350-7364

CDL TRAINEES NEEDED!
• No Experience Required.
• Learn To Drive For US Xpress.
• Train and be Based Locally!
• Earn $800 Per Week After

Sponsored Training Program.

1-800-350-7364

CDI/US Xpress
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Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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AdvErTisEmEnT for rfps

dEpArTmEnT of finAnCE And AdminisTrATion
bUrEAU of bUildinG, GroUnds And

rEAl propErTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACkson, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 12/17/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 505-027 Hail Damage Repairs (EMER) 
  State Fire Academy

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
 Address:     500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-969-7543

A deposit of $50.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

11/14/2013, 11/21/2013

AdvErTisEmEnT for bids

dEpArTmEnT of finAnCE And AdminisTrATion
bUrEAU of bUildinG, GroUnds And

rEAl propErTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACkson, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 12/19/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 104-182 Fant Library Renov. - PH II 
  Mississippi University for Women

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

 Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
 Address:      500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-969-7543

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
11/14/2013, 11/21/2013

lEGAl

I, the member of Briarwood Country Club, LLC, intend to make application for an On-
Premise Retailer permit as provided for by the Local Option Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Laws, Section 67-1-1, et seq., of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated. If granted 
such permit, I proposed to operate as a limited liability company located at 5100 I-
55N, Jackson, MS of Hinds County. The name, title, and address of the member of the 
above named business is E3 Entertainment, LP, Member, 271 W. Petros Rd. Pearl, 
MS 39208. The name, title, and address of the Limited Partner of the above named 
business is Jonathan Self, Limited Partner, 271 W. Petros Rd. Pearl, MS 39208. If any 
person wishes to request a hearing to object to the issuance of this permit a request for 
a hearing must be made in writing and received by the Department of Revenue within 
(15) fifteen days from the date this notice was published. Requests shall be sent to: 
Chief Counsel, Legal Division, Department of Revenue, P.O. Box 22828, Jackson, MS 
39225. Date of First Publication:11/21/13. This the18th day of November, 2013.

11/21/2013  11/28/13

Driver CDL B with Hazmat
M-F Deliveries

Health, Dental, Vision & 401K
1 Year Recent Exp. & Clean MVR

Call 309-834-2017
or apply: www.nuway.com

CDL Truck Driving 
Classes Start BiWeekly 

Jobs Available 
Call SEC Training Centers 

1-877-285-8621 c-671



ENGLISH CONTAINER AUCTION
AND ESTATE AUCTIONS.      Columbia
Auction Company. 2-4 Estate Liquidations
Every Month and one English Container
Auction Every Month. For Details Or To
Join Our Mailing List: www.colauc.com or
email colauc@gmail.com 601-736-
2522. Jennings Gilmore, ML#452.

BE YOUR OWN BOSS! Own a Dollar,
Dollar Plus, Big Box Dollar, Mailbox, Party,
Teen, Clothing, Yogurt or Fitness Store.
Worldwide, 100% financing, OAC. From
$55,900 turnkey. (800) 385-2160.
www.drss3.com

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Housing and Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

SIGN ON BONUS UP TO $15,000.
Immediate openings: Elite Training •Navy
Seal and Navy Diver •Air Rescue
•Explosive Ordanance. CALL (800) 852-
7621.

EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents
Needed; Leads, No Cold Calls;
Commissions Paid Daily; Lifetime
Renewals; Complete Training;
Health/Dental Insurance; Life License
Required. Call 1-888-713-6020.

CDL TRAINEES NEEDED! No experi-
ence required. Learn to drive for US
Xpress. Train and be based locally! Earn
$800 per week after sponsored training
program. 1-800-350-7364.
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by Mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.

Drivers - CDL-A DRIVERS NEEDED!
Now hiring solos & teams in your area!
Small company, BIG benefits! Top pay for
Hazmat. CDL grads welcome. 888-928-
6011. www.TotalMS.com
REGIONAL CDL-A DRIVERS. Averitt
offers fantastic benefits and weekly home-
time. 888-362-8608. Paid training for
recent grads with a CDL- “A” and drivers
with limited experience. Apply online at
AverittCareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer.
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.
Train to be a PROFESSIONAL TRUCK
DRIVER through Prime’s Student Driver
Program. Obtain your commercial dri-
ver’s license, then get paid while training!
1-800-277-0212. driveforprime.com   

2000 FORD TRACTOR. Good engine,
long lift, all new tires and electrical.
Includes bushhog, tandem disc and dirt
blade. Owner disabled and has to sell.
601-764-3980.                

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844. 
THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING NET-
WORK can target your advertising to any
area of the state or to any state in the
country. An affordable, low-cost way to
reach millions of readers. Call MS Press at
601-981-3060.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.

ORIGINAL ART BY: Mildred Wolfe,
Andrew Bucci, Emmett Thames, Theora
Hamblett, Maria Hull, William Dunlap or
Williams Hollingsworth. Call 662-653-
6477.

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

A u c t i o n s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

B u s i n e s s  O p p o r t u n i t y

E m p l o y m e n t - S a l e s

F a r m  E q u i p m e n t

Wa n t e d  To  B u y

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of November 17, 2013

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

NEED EMPLOYEES?
HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?

Did you know that you can place your
classified ad in over

100 NEWSPAPERS
WITH JUST ONE PHONE CALL?
One Phone Call � One Order

One Check
Call  MS Press Services 

at 601-981-3060
For More Information!

Nov17_MCAN
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ANNUAL FACTORY
SCRATCH AND DENT SALE!

Sale Prices Good Thru December 31!

Discount
Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
Prices start at only $499 For
An American Made Safe.
• 22 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$99900

• 48 Gun Safe...$129900

• 64 Gun Safe...$199900

Over 50 Safes In Stock For
This Sales Event! 
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Discount Gun Safe
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Royal Windows

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
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Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.
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All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Alcorn wakes Jackson State 
up before SWAC Championship

Callaway Chargers football team keeps winning

Alcorn came out not car-
ing about the champion-
ship game at all. Sure they 
wanted to go, but they cared 
just as much about beating 
Jackson State.

Despite what they felt, 
Jackson State came out 
very lethargic. The emotion 
wasn’t there. They had al-
ready clinched the champi-
onship game spot the week 
before. No matter what hap-
pened Saturday, they were 
still going to Houston. 

Through the eight game 
winning streak, the Tigers 
have dominated their oppo-

nents via the run.
JSU came out throwing 

the ball on the first two 
drives unsuccessfully. Al-
corn scored on their first 
two possessions and had a 
14 point lead early in the 
1st quarter. JSU tried to es-
tablish the running game 
on their third possession, 
but it was mildly success-
ful. They collected a couple 
of first downs but that was 
all. Momentum was heavy 
on the Braves’ side. Alcorn 
kept the pressure on Jackson 
State.

Cameron Moore didn’t 
have the best day, throwing 
three interceptions; one for a 

touchdown 
in the 2nd 
q u a r t e r ; 
a n o t h e r 
i n t e r c e p -
tion was 
thrown while Jackson State 
was trying to score before 
the half.

The first half was the 
worst first half of the sea-
son for Jackson State. They 
trailed 31 to 3; Alcorn fans 
rocking; JSU fans stunned. 
The only solace they had at 
the moment was, we’re still 
going to Houston.

The fact that Jackson State 
was going to Houston was a 
part of the halftime show. 

The Sonic Boom spelled 
the word SWAC on the field 
during halftime much to the 
delight of Tiger fans.

In the second half, Jack-
son State showed some 
pride. The Tigers came out 
and played football. Jackson 
State closed the lead within 
14 points before Alcorn 
scored again.

Jackson State decided to 
pull most of their starters in 
the fourth quarter due to in-

juries starting to mount up. 
The only major at the time 
seemed to be Tobias Single-
ton who was seen on crutch-
es at the end of the game.

Well, time to focus on the 
championship game. Jack-
son State lost that one last 
year to Arkansas Pine-Bluff 
in Birmingham. On Decem-
ber 7 they will battle South-
ern in Houston. In the match 
up previously, Jackson State 
defeated Southern 19 to 

14. Jackson State has three 
weeks to get prepared.

As expected, many of the 
JSU faithful are expecting 
to take the trip to Houston.

Included in the ticket price 
is the SWAC battle of the 
Bands. All 10 SWAC bands 
will be in attendance and the 
battle takes place immedi-
ately following the game.

For ticket info contact 
JSU ticket office or go to 
www.swac.org

Saltillo High School came out 
not afraid of the big orange crush 
that is Callaway High School. As 
has been the trend with Callaway 
games lately, Saltillo jumped out 
to a seven point lead early in the 
1st quarter.

The teams battled back and 
forth throughout the night. Offen-
sively, the Chargers were paced 
by Carlos Ransburgh and Kend-
rick Catchings. Callaway’s pass-
ing game wasn’t as effective as 
they would have liked, but they 
did enough to keep Saltillo hon-
est.

Defensively, Ronald Walker 
was everywhere; blitzes, cover-
ages, etc. He helped the defense 
make timely stops to put the game 
away.

Saltillo had a few possessions 

where they didn’t score and Cal-
laway was able to extend the 
lead. For the most of the second 
half, Callaway would go back 
and forth from an eight to fifteen 
point lead. Besides their defense, 
the Chargers’ ability to NOT turn 
the ball over helped them tremen-

dously. There were also a few 
turnovers caused by Callaway 
that were overturned, much to the 
dismay of many Callaway fans. 
With two minutes left, Callaway 
kicked the ball off after a touch-
down and Saltillo fumbled. Cal-
laway recovered the fumble and 

scored once more to put the game 
away. Callaway wins 56 to 34.

Next up for Callaway is a home 
tomorrow. They will host Clarks-
dale at Newell Field. The city 
needs to come out and support 
Callaway. They are doing a won-
derful job.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  
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Alcorn Brave Jamison Knox making one of two interceptions for the day

Alcorn QB John Gibbs Jr looking for a receiver

Carlos Ransburgh making one of his three scores

JSU QB Cameron Moore not having the best day passing
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Movie Review:
“The BesT Man holiday”
seasonal sequel finds ReuniTed Bffs 
RoMancing and ReMiniscing

18 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comnovember 21 - 27, 2013

When released back in 1999, 
The Best Man was dismissed 
by some as merely an African-
American variation on The Big 
Chill and by others as the black 
male answer to the sassy sisters 
dishing the dirt in Waiting to Ex-
hale.

But the romantic romp revolv-
ing around a sophisticated set of 
college grads was actually en-
tertaining enough to stand on its 
own and was even well-enough 
received to land a trio of NAACP 
Image Awards, including Best 
Picture.

Set 15 years later, The Best 
Man Holiday is an eagerly-
anticipated sequel reuniting the 
principal ensemble for a mix of 
reminiscing, rivalry and sobering 
reality unfolding during a very 
eventful Christmas season.

Written and directed by Mal-
colm Lee (Undercover Brother), 

the film features Morris Chestnut, 
Nia Long, Terrence Howard, Sa-
naa Lathan, Taye Diggs, Harold 
Perrineau, Regina Hall, Melissa 
De Sousa and Monica Calhoun 
reprising the roles they played in 
the first episode.

At the point of departure, we 
find the gang gathering at the 
sprawling mansion of Lance Sul-
livan (Chestnut), an NFL running 
back on the brink of retirement 
after a recording-breaking career 
with the New York Giants.

The God-fearing family man is 
relishing the prospect of spending 
more quality time with his wife, 
Mia (Calhoun), and their chil-
dren. 

Author Harper Stewart 
(Diggs), the best man at their 
wedding, had stirred-up consid-
erable controversy in the original 
by writing a thinly-veiled account 
of his buddies’ sexual exploits.

This time around, he lands back 
in trouble when plans to publish a 

biography of host Lance come to 
light.

Furthermore, despite the fact 
that his wife, Robin (Lathan), is 
9-months pregnant, Harper feels 
pangs of passion at first sight of 
his gorgeous ex-girlfriend, Jordan 
(Long). 

So when her handsome beau 
(Eddie Cibrian) excuses himself 
to spend Christmas with his par-
ents, it’s just a matter of time be-
fore flirting leaves Harper in the 
dog house with Robin, too.

Meanwhile, nerdy Julian (Per-
rineau), who tied the knot with 
the stripper (Hall) he fell for way 
back at Lance’s bachelor party, 
is currently worried that an old 
Youtube video of his scantily-
clad spouse might surface, now 
that he’s made an honest woman 
of her.

Hard to ignore is Julian’s flam-
boyant ex-girlfriend, Shelby (De 
Sousa), a drama-loving reality-
TV star.

All of the above is clev-
erly commented upon by the 
clownish Quentin (Howard), a 
one-man Greek chorus again 
supplying intermittent comic 
relief.

The multi-plotted storyline 
proves thoroughly absorbing 
for the duration, feverishly al-
ternating between fond reflec-
tions and fresh crises.

By viewing’s end, all the 
loose ends are satisfactorily 
resolved, allowing for a mem-
orable, if bittersweet sendoff, 
as well as a transparent setup 
of the franchise’s next install-
ment. 

Let’s just hope it doesn’t take 
Malcolm Lee 15 years to shoot 
another sequel.

Rated: Excellent (4 stars); R 
for profanity, sexuality, ethnic 
slurs and brief nudity

Running time: 124 minutes
Distributor: Universal Pic-

tures

By Kam Williams
Film Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Southwest by south
2. Hold it there
3. Long time
4. Bacon-lettuce-tomato sandwich
5. Brat
6. Brand of car
7. Tiny amounts
8. Fasten
10. “Monte __”
16. National capital
18. Texas (abbr.)
19. Nova Scotia (abbr.)
20. Plant shoot
21. Repent
22. Syrian bishop
24. Formal
25. Comfort
26. Vale
28. Jigsaw
30. Spanish “one”

ACROSS 
1. Dab
5. Wading bird
9. Pup
11. Electron, for example
12. Swag
13. Flat bread
14. __ Francisco
15. Thulium (abbr.)
17. Crown
18. Polite word
20. Anglo-__
22. Feign
23. Not applicable
24. Wooden leg
27. Life histories
29. Wall picture
31. __ fide
32. Carrot cousin
33. Afresh
34. Bode

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Jackie Kennedy

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

You are likely to form relationships this
week based on a deep level of mutual
appreciation and understanding.

Today, you are more in touch with your
sensitive, spiritual qualities.

This week you may be able to express a
greater level of sensitivity and empathy
than usual.

There are times when being slightly
vague about what you're doing does not
pay off, this is one of them!

You may find that embroidering the truth
with appealing imagination is just what it
takes this week.

This week it is time to try to get others to
accept what they might otherwise refuse.

The itch to break away from the normal
path today and do something radical may
have to be resisted but not forgotten.

Perhaps being more outgoing is just
what's needed this week, but only if you
do it with decisiveness and clarity!

Be careful what you say today, you 
probably won't be able to take it back!

A peek into the unusual can be both
entertaining and terrifying this week. 
Be careful!

It's a good day for business agreements and
generally patting each other on the back.

A short trip to a relative or unexpected 
invitation to join a team is indicated 
this week.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
geT youR cuRRenT news online aT:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

TV’s fascination with former show 
reboots … logic good? Survey says ‘No!’

Oprah goes there: ‘Obama is 
disrespected because he’s black’

Ah man. When we heard Blair 
Underwood was going to star in 
a new version of the old series, 
“Ironside,” we were so happy 
that we considered calling a staff 
meeting to celebrate.

Good thing we didn’t, because 
the show was dropped after only 
four episodes in.

TV execs have been busy be-
hind the scenes trying to revive 
shows like “The Munster’s” 
and “The Rockford Files” too, 
but those plans never made it to 
“go.” Maybe because it was still 
too close to the 2011 failure of 
ABC’s new version of the old 
“Charlie’s Angels.”

But it’s 2013, and now we hear 
mumbling about NBC trying to 
revive “Murder She Wrote,” and 
we can’t help but wonder if this 
is a good idea.

Hmmm…what would Angela 
Lansberry say?

“I think its a mistake to call 
it “Murder She Wrote,” said the 
actress who starred in the long-
running CBS drama told the As-
sociated Press.

And therein may lie the prob-
lem. What’s in a name … his-
tory, for one thing.

Networks seem to be mak-
ing an attempt to capitalize on 
the history of success generated 
by these old TV shows; afterall, 
“Ironside” ran from 1967-1975; 

and audiences stayed tuned in to 
“Charlie’s Angels” for 110 epi-
sodes, from 1976 to 1981. And 
how long did Madame Lansber-
ry hold it down on “Murder She 
Wrote?” The actress starred in 
the role of mystery writer/ama-
teur sleuth Jessica Fletcher for a 
whopping 12 seasons, from 1984 
to 1996.

So why is it these remakes 
can’t quite last beyond a month? 
And why do these networks keep 
trying their hand at this?

The short answer: Brand val-
ue.

The problem: Target audience.
Hel-Lo. This is where the de-

sired under 40 crowd does not 
want to go. They are not check-
ing for a reboot of anything old. 
CBS caught on to this early. The 

relative success of their new ver-
sion of “Hawaii Five-O” (1968-
1980) is due to their smart deci-
sion to move it to Friday night 
- where the older crowd hangs 
out.

Does this mean there is no future 
in the past, as far as bringing new 
versions of these old shows go?

Not necessarily. There is hope 
yet. Let’s revisit that earlier 
question, “What’s in a name?”

Now consider changing that 
name. Call your new versions of 
the old shows by another name. 
This way, they have no history to 
live up to.

So if you want to create a 
show about a writer and amateur 
sleuth, do it. Just don’t call it 
“Murder She Wrote.”

Problem solved. We hope…

Oprah Winfrey sat down with 
BBC’s Will Gompertz and de-
tailed how no one is above the 
racism that still exists in this 
world today … not even the 
president of the United States, 
Barack Obama.

“There’s a level of disrespect 
for the office that occurs in some 
cases and maybe even many 
cases because he’s African 
American,” she said, according 
to The New York Daily News. 
“There’s no question about that. 
And it’s the kind of thing no 
one ever says, but everybody’s 
thinking it.”

Winfrey, 59, used the example 
of Republican congressman Joe 
Wilson shouting out “you’re a 
liar” during a 2009 speech Pres-
ident Obama gave. “Remember 
that?” she asked Gompertz.

The media mogul was pro-
moting her movie “The Butler,” 
which debuted in theaters in 
the U.K. and Ireland Nov. 15, 
and naturally the conversation 
turned to historical references 
of slavery and bigotry from the 
past and now.

“It would be foolish to not 
recognize that we have evolved 
and that we’re not still facing the 
same kind of terrorism against 
black people en masse as was 
displayed with the Scottsboro 
boys,” she said drawing refer-
ence to the film “12 Years a 
Slave.” “It’s gotten better.”

Still, she remarked that there 
are places all over the world 
from Africa to Russia to the 
South, where she was born and 
raised, that people are scruti-
nized simply because of the 
color of their skin. But unlike 

the past there are laws in place 
to try and protect people from 
that today.

“If I’d been born five years 
earlier, none, not any of the ben-
efits that I’ve been blessed to be 
successful with would have oc-
curred,” Winfrey, who was born 
in 1954 in Mississippi, said.

However, she pointed out that 
despite the progress the under-
lying problems of racism are far 
from solved.

Movies like “The Butler” and 
“12 Years a Slave” don’t paint a 
picture of the racism that existed 
in the past to show us that ev-
erything is great today, she said. 
Instead those films define the 
root of the problem that sadly 

still runs rampant in our society.
“That’s where it all started, 

this is how far we’ve come, and 
this is how much further we need 
to go,” she said. “Of course, the 
problem is not solved.”

Winfrey feels that these di-
lemmas will remain unsolved 
until the deep rooted bigoted 
thoughts of class and race and 
the just cause of human inde-
cency that comes along with it 
and has been taught through-
out so many generations fades 
away.

“There are still generations 
of older people who were born 
and bred and marinated in that 
prejudice and racism and they 
just have to die,” she added.

Obama and Winfrey

Ironside scene with Pablo Schreiber and Blair Underwood

eurweb.com eurweb.com
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November 20 - 27, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP ROAST

PER  LB.

$329

FRESH  BONELESS

PORK
ROAST

PER  LB.

$199

COOK'S  OR  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SHANK  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$129
COOK'S  OR  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BUTT  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$149

USDA  GRADE  "A"

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
TURKEY

PER  LB.

99¢

FRESH  SMALL

PORK  
SPARE  RIBS

(SOLD  IN  TWO  PACK),  PER  LB.

$219

FRESH

BAKING
HENS

PER  LB.

99¢

SUGARTREE

SPIRAL  SLICED
HAM

PER  LB.

$179

HONEYSUCKLE  TURKEY

BREAST
PER  LB.

$159
SAVE  ON

DUNCAN  HINES
CAKE  MIX

16.5  OZ.  BOX

$100

SAVE  ON

COKE PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$10
LESUEUR

GREEN
PEAS

15  OZ.

89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  WHIPPING  CREAM  OR  HALF  &  HALF

WHIPPING  
CREAM  
OR  HALF  &  HALF,  8 - 16  OZ. ............. 99¢

LAND  O  LAKES  REAL

BUTTER
1  LB. ........................................

2/$5
PILLSBURY  CRESCENT  OR  CINNAMON

ROLLS
8 - 13  OZ. ................................... 

$199

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SHREDDED

CHEESE
8  OZ.  .......................................

2/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ORANGE

JUICE
GALLON  JUG ............................... 

$299

PHILADELPHIA  CREAM

CHEESE
8  OZ. ......................................

 
.
2/$3

PICTSWEET  SELECT  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
14 -16  OZ. .................................. 

4/$5
MARY B'S  FROZEN

BISCUITS
24 - 35  OZ. ..................................

2/$5
SISTER  SCHUBERT'S  ASSORTED  DINNER

ROLLS
11 - 16  OZ. ................................. 

$289

PET  RITZ  REG.  OR  DEEP  DISH  

PIE  SHELLS
2  CT. ...................................... 

$189

piggly wiggly

OCEAN  SPRAY

WHOLE
CRANBERRIES

12  OZ.

2/$4

WASHINGTON  GROWN

APPLES
GALA,  RED  OR  GOLDEN,  POUND

99¢
FRESH  CALIFORNIA

CELERY
STALK

89¢

MISSISSIPPI  GROWN  SWEET

POTATOES
POUND

59¢

FRESH  IDAHO  

POTATOES
8  LB.

$299

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com


