
ST. PAUL, Minn. – A Min-
nesota police officer has been 
charged with second-degree 
manslaughter in the killing of 
Philando Castile, a black man 
whose girlfriend streamed the 
gruesome aftermath of the fa-
tal shooting live on Facebook, 
prosecutors announced Nov. 
16.

St. Anthony 
police offi-
cer Jeronimo 
Yanez shot the 
32-year-old dur-
ing a July 6 traf-
fic stop in the St. Paul suburb of 
Falcon Heights. Castile’s girl-
friend, Diamond Reynolds, was 
in the car along with her young 
daughter at the time. The wom-
an said Castile was shot several 
times while reaching for his ID 
after telling Yanez he had a gun 
permit and was armed.

Ramsey County Attorney 
John Choi, whose office will 
prosecute the case, said Yanez 
shot Castile seven times, and 
that the evidence shows Castile 
was calm and complied with the 
officer’s requests. Prosecutors 
believe Castile never tried to 
pull his handgun from his pock-
et, Choi said, adding that as 
Castile was dying, he moaned 
and uttered his final words: “I 
wasn’t reaching for it.”

Choi said the officer’s unrea-
sonable fear cannot justify the 
use of deadly force.

“No reasonable officer, 
knowing, seeing and hearing 
what officer Yanez did at the 
time, would’ve used deadly 
force under these circumstanc-
es,” Choi said as he announced 
the charges. If convicted of 
second-degree manslaughter, 
Yanez could face a maximum 
prison sentence of 10 years.

Yanez’s attorney, Tom Kelly, 
has said Yanez, who is Latino, 
was reacting to the presence of a 
gun, and that one reason Yanez 
pulled Castile over was because 
he thought he looked like a pos-
sible match for an armed rob-
bery suspect. Choi said Nov. 16 
that Castile was not a suspect in 
that robbery.

Kelly did not immediately 
return phone messages seeking 
comment on the charges Nov. 
16.

Family members claimed 
Castile, an elementary school 
cafeteria worker, was racially 
profiled.

Choi got the case from inves-
tigators in late September and 
began reviewing the evidence 

On Nov. 14, Jackson Mayor 
Tony Yarber announced Phase 
I of a project designed to save 
tax dollars through energy effi-
ciency. The LED Jackson proj-
ect will provide better lighting 
in city buildings and on some 
city streets, while saving costs 
of energy, operation and main-
tenance. This is the first time 
the city has launched an LED 
project of this scale.

A cornerstone 
of the LED Jack-
son – Phase 1 
project is sus-
tainability. Triple 
Bottom Line is 
an accountabili-

ty framework representing the 
three pillars of sustainability: 
social, economic and environ-
mental.

“Economic benefits will 
come through the utilization 

of local vendors, contractors 
and subcontractors. Environ-
mental benefits are delivered 
through reduction in energy 
consumption, which in turn 
shrinks the City’s carbon foot-
print, thereby enhancing sus-
tainability,” said Yarber. “It 
is the city’s intent to use this 
framework as a way to mea-
sure the effectiveness of this 
project.”

The project was developed 

with Johnson Controls.
The city has received a loan 

from the Mississippi Devel-
opment Authority to cover 
the costs. Repayment of the 
loan will derive from the sav-
ings. In addition, the city has 
applied for rebate refunds 
through Entergy Solutions. 
The project has qualified for 
the program and can receive 
rebates up to $50,000, which 
will be applied to the loan re-

payment.
The retrofit will occur in 

city-owned buildings and 
along streets near City Hall. 

The buildings are Fire De-
partment Headquarters and 
Fire Station No. 1, the Warren 
Hood Building, Sykes Com-
munity Center, Westside Cen-
ter, Grove Park Community 
Center and Champion Center. 

The project is scheduled to 
be finished by Dec. 15.

Do you have your hat and ensemble 
ready? If not, there are only a few days 
left to get it together for the Annual Holi-
day Top Hat Brunch.

This year marks the 25th anniversary 
of the National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women, Inc. Central Mississippi Chap-
ter’s signature fundraising event that ex-
udes glamour, elegance and excitement. 
The theme is “Celebrating 25 Years & 
It’s Still All about Hats!” The brunch 
is set for 11 a.m. Nov. 26, at the Hilton 
Jackson, 1001 E. County Line Road. 
Seating begins at 10:30 a.m.

“We are excited to mark this mile-
stone and the longevity of the event,” 
said Belinda Fields, brunch chairperson 
and past president. The first Holiday Top 
Hat Brunch was held in 1991 to help es-
tablish the local chapter of the coalition. 
Now the brunch is the sole fundraising 
event of the coalition. Proceeds fund 10 
$1,000 scholarships to young ladies in 
the Central Mississippi area, who pref-

erably plan to attend a historically black 
college or university. Proceeds also sup-
port NCBW yearly programs.

“The brunch is considered the pre-
miere kickoff for the holidays, and people 
come dressed to compete,” said Katrina 
B. Myricks, current NCBW president. 

When Myricks first attended a brunch 
several years ago she was the reigning 
Mrs. Mississippi and modeled during the 
event. She went on to be mistress of cer-
emonies for the brunch for several years, 
eventually joining the NCBW and chair-
ing the brunch. She was elected president 
of the chapter earlier this year.

“It’s come full circle for me,” she said.
On average about 400 people attend 

the event that typically occurs the first 
Saturday following Thanksgiving.

“A lot of people have family in town 
and want something to do and for the 
most part, major events happen at night,” 
Fields said. “People in the community re-
ally look forward to the brunch.”

www.mississippilink.com
Vol. 23, No. 4 50¢NoVember 17 - 23, 2016

Why Donald 
Trump won 
the election

Bounce TV to 
bring back ‘Cosby 
Show’ reruns

Share this issue with a friend
by mailing it to:

Page 7 Page 17 Page 19

Faith and organ 
donation go 
hand in hand

In
sid

e

Castile

Castile
Continued on page 3

Brunch
Continued on page 3

Yarber announces Phase I of LED Retrofit Project

Officer 
charged with 
manslaughter 
in Castile’s 
death

Mississippi has one of the 
lowest breast-feeding rates in 
the nation with 52 percent of 
babies ever being breast-fed 
compared to 81 percent in the 
nation. The state’s 2015 infant 

mortality rate was 8.2 out of 
1,000 births, while the Healthy 
People 2020 goal is 6.0.

While state programs are 
ongoing to combat those rates, 
a global program may soon 
expand in the state to further 
those efforts.

The Baby-Friendly Hospi-
tal Initiative launched by the 
World Health Organization and 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund began in 1991. The initia-
tive’s purpose is to encourage 
and recognize hospitals and 
birthing centers that provide 

evidence-based maternity care 
to achieve optimal infant feed-
ing outcomes and mother/baby 
bonding.

So far, one hospital in the 
state – Forrest General Hospi-
tal in Hattiesburg – has earned 
the official “baby friendly” 

designation doing so in 2015. A 
handful of other hospitals have 
begun the process to earn the 
designation.

On Nov. 14, Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Mississippi an-
nounced it is encouraging all of 
its 35 delivering network hos-

pitals to also earn the designa-
tion. BCBS also held a panel 
discussion among national 
health experts and network 
hospital representatives to dis-

BCBS seeks increase of baby friendly hospitals in state
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It’s all about the hats

The National Coalition of 100 Black Women Inc. Central Mississippi Chapter is gearing up for its annual Holiday Top Hat Brunch. Pictured are (from left) Dr. Corinne Anderson, 
Ethel Gibson, Lisa Green, Brenda Cox, Rita Wray, Katrina B. Myricks, Belinda Fields, Dr. Laverne Gentry, Keshia Sanders, Dr. Cynthia Armstrong, Gloria Johnson, Maggie Terry 
Harper and Terryce Walker.  PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
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Jackson Police Department honors veterans
On the morning of Nov. 10, the Jackson Police Department conducted its 2016 Veteran’s 
Recognition Ceremony at the Jackson Police Training Academy, 3000 St. Charles St. This 
event was for sworn personnel of the Jackson Police Department who were currently active 
serving in the reserve or active duty, veterans that have been honorably discharged from 
any branch of the United States Armed Forces and retired members. The guest speaker 
was Brigadier General (retired) Margaret E. Barnes, U.S. Army Reserve. Barnes addressed 
the awardees and congregation. Provine High School JROTC’s “Ram City” Color Guard 
conducted the Presentation of Colors. Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber and JPD Police Chief 
Lee D. Vance offered remarks for the occasion during the program.

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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for possible charges. Choi re-
sisted pressure immediately af-
ter the shooting to turn the case 
over to a special prosecutor, but 
added one to his team to get an 
outside perspective. He also en-
listed the help of national use-
of-force consultants.

The shooting prompted nu-
merous protests, including 
a weeks-long demonstration 
outside the governor’s man-
sion and one protest that shut 
down Interstate 94 in St. Paul 
for hours. The interstate protest 
resulted in about 50 arrests and 
injuries to more than 20 offi-
cers, after police said they were 
hit with cement chunks, bottles, 
rocks and other objects.

The shooting also exposed a 
disproportionate number of ar-
rests of African Americans in 
St. Anthony, Lauderdale and 
Falcon Heights, which are all 
patrolled by the St. Anthony 
Police Department. 

The Associated Press re-
ported in July that an analysis 
of police data showed black 
people made up nearly half of 
all arrests made by St. Anthony 
officers in 2016. Census data 
shows that just 7 percent of 
residents in the three cities are 
black.

The fatal shootings of black 
men and boys by police officers 
have come under heightened 
scrutiny since the 2014 death 
of Michael Brown in Ferguson, 
Mo., and led to calls nationwide 
for officers to be held criminal-
ly responsible.

No charges were filed in the 
death of 18-year-old Brown, 
who was unarmed, after a grand 
jury found officer Darren Wil-
son acted in self-defense. The 
white officer had said Brown 
tried to grab his gun during a 
struggle through the window 
of the police vehicle and then 

came toward him threateningly 
after briefly running away.

Other police shooting deaths 
also did not result in charg-
es, including the killings of 
12-year-old Tamir Rice in 2014 
in Cleveland and 24-year-old 
Jamar Clark last year in Minne-
apolis. A grand jury determined 
the white officer who shot 
Tamir had no way of know-
ing whether the boy, who was 
drawing a pellet gun from his 
waistband, was trying to hand 
it over or show them it wasn’t 
real.

In the Clark case, prosecu-
tors said the two white officers 
involved in the shooting feared 
for their lives when Clark tried 
to grab an officer’s weapon dur-
ing a struggle.

Officers have been charged 
in other cases, though. Michael 
Slager, a white officer in North 
Charleston, S.C., who has since 
been fired, is currently on trial 
for murder in the 2015 death 
of 50-year-old Walter Scott, an 
unarmed black man who was 
shot while running from a traf-
fic stop. More recently, Betty 
Jo Shelby, a white Tulsa, Okla., 
police officer was charged with 
first-degree manslaughter in 
the Sept. 16 shooting of Ter-
ence Crutcher, a 40-year-old 
unarmed black man whose car 
was stopped in the middle of 
the road.

When looking at whether to 
file charges, authorities must 
determine if the officer believed 
he or she, or fellow officers, 
were in danger in the moment 
the decision is made to shoot. 

If the fear of danger is 
deemed reasonable, charges are 
typically not filed. To prove a 
serious charge such as murder, 
prosecutors must also show that 
the officer was not just reckless, 
but had ill intentions.

cuss the initiative’s importance.
“Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Mississippi 

recognizes the importance of a healthy start in 
life supported by high quality care for moth-
ers and infants throughout pregnancy and the 
childbirth experience,” said Dr. Sarah Broom, 
medical director at Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Mississippi. “We believe it is important for 
all hospitals that deliver babies in Mississippi 
to give care that is grounded in the scientific 
evidence that mother baby bonding and breast-
feeding lower the risk of certain diseases and 
result in improved health for both mothers 
and babies. A mother who delivers at a Baby-
Friendly USA-designated hospital is educated 
about these facts in a safe and personal man-
ner.”

“It’s important for Mississippi to work col-
laboratively to adopt the Baby Friendly Ini-
tiative and safely increase breast-feeding 
and decrease infant mortality,” said Dr. Lori 
Feldman-Winter, a professor of Pediatrics at 
Cooper Medical School of Rowan University 
and the Division Head of Adolescent Medi-
cine at The Children’s Regional Hospital at 
Cooper University Healthcare in Camden, N.J. 
She currently serves as American Academy of 
Pediatrics representative to the United States 
Breastfeeding Committee and is a member of 
the AAP Task Force on SIDS.

The Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative in-
cludes “10 steps to successful breast-feeding” 
practices that hospitals would have to adopt in 
order to earn the designation. Some of those 
steps include training hospital staff, informing 
mothers of breast-feeding benefits, keeping a 
baby in the room with its mother for the first 
24 hours and giving no pacifiers or nipples to 
breast-feeding infants. 

Trish MacEnroe, executive director of Baby-
Friendly USA, said on average it takes hospi-
tals about three years to earn the designation.

“We fully believe that this (initiative) will 
translate to improved health outcomes in our 
population both in infant health by reducing 
consequences among preterm babies and infant 
mortality but also the long-term health of Mis-
sissippians as breast-feeding can impact obe-
sity, diabetes and other health problems that we 
see in Mississippi,” said Dr. Charlene Collier 
of the Mississippi State Department Health.

Merit Health has 11 hospitals in the state 

that deliver babies. Sherry Pitts, CEO, of Merit 
Health Women’s Hospital, offered insight on 
what it means to seek the designation.

“We are committed to doing the right thing 
for both mother and baby,” she said. “We’ve 
embarked on this journey not only as a single 
hospital, but as a system of hospitals sharing 
both educational and operational resources.”

With Mississippi’s challenges in regards to 
breast-feeding and infant mortality, Collier ad-
dressed why the baby friendly designations are 
just now occurring in the state.

“It takes a lot to change a culture around 
breast-feeding. It goes far beyond just hospi-
tal practices. It goes to what’s expected in the 
community, what patients want and it also goes 
to education that providers have.”

Budget and resources in the state also im-
pacted the expansion of designations.

“In the last few years, we have had a very 
fortunate synergy between experts showing 
interests in the state, resources coming to the 
state and having both the political will and the 
excitement and the resources all kind lining up 
together to make this become a reality. The na-
tion is kind of watching us (Mississippi) … and 
we are fully expecting to see a big change in 
the next couple of years.”

Shanderia K. Posey can be reached at 
sposey@mississippilink.com.
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NEW YORK – Gwen Ifill, 
co-anchor of PBS’ “NewsHour” 
with Judy Woodruff and a vet-
eran journalist who moderated 
two vice presidential debates, 
died Nov. 14 of cancer, the net-
work said.

She was 61.
A former reporter for The New 

York Times and The Washington 
Post, Ifill switched to television 
in the 1990s and covered politics 
and Congress for NBC News. 
She moved to PBS in 1999 as 
host of “Washington Week” 
and also worked for the nightly 
“NewsHour” program. She and 
Woodruff were named co-an-
chors in 2013.

She moderated vice presiden-
tial debates in 2004 and 2008 
and authored the book, “The 
Breakthrough: Politics and Race 
in the Age of Obama.”

President Barack Obama 
praised Ifill Nov. 14, for inform-
ing today’s citizens while also 
inspiring a young generation of 
journalists.

“I always appreciated Gwen’s 
reporting, even when I was on 
the receiving end of one of her 
tough” interviews, Obama said.

Ifill took a leave from “News-
Hour” for a month this spring for 
health reasons, keeping details 
of her illness private. Her health 
failing, she left “NewsHour” 
again shortly before an elec-
tion night that she and Woodruff 
would have covered together.

“Gwen was a standard bearer 
for courage, fairness and integ-
rity in an industry going through 

seismic change,” said Sara Just, 
PBS “NewsHour” executive 
producer. “She was a mentor to 
so many across the industry and 
her professionalism was respect-
ed across the political spectrum. 
She was a journalist’s journalist 
and set an example for all around 
her.”

NBC News’ Pete Williams, 
a former colleague, struggled 
to keep his composure Monday 
when announcing Ifill’s death on 
MSNBC.

“She had so many awards in 
her office you could barely see 
out the window,” Williams said.

U.S. Rep. Elijah Cummings, a 
Maryland Democrat, said he was 
a member of the Maryland state 
legislature when Ifill worked for 
the Baltimore Evening Sun.

“She always demonstrated 
thoughtful intelligence, deter-
mination to uncover the facts, 
and an innate talent for knowing 
what truly interested the public,” 
Cummings said.

House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., called Ifill “a 

legend.”
“Her dignity and grace, intel-

lect and insight set the standard 
in American media and public 
life,” Pelosi said.

Before moderating the debate 
between Joe Biden and Sarah 
Palin in 2008, Ifill brushed aside 
concerns that she might not be 
fair because she was writing a 
book about Obama.

“I’ve got a pretty long track 
record covering politics and 
news, so I’m not particularly 
worried that one-day blog chat-
ter is going to destroy my repu-
tation,” she told The Associated 
Press then.

Ifill, who was black, also 
questioned why people would 
assume her book would be fa-
vorable toward Obama. “Do 
you think they made the same 
assumptions about Lou Cannon 
(who is white) when he wrote his 
book about Reagan?” she said.

In a 2007 opinion piece pub-
lished in The New York Times, 
Ifill condemned radio host Don 
Imus’ “nappy-headed hos” refer-
ence to Rutgers University fe-
male basketball players.

“To his credit, Mr. Imus told 
the Rev. Al Sharpton yesterday 
he realizes that, this time, he 
went way too far,” Ifill wrote.

“Yes, he did. Every time a 
young black girl shyly approach-
es me for an autograph or writes 
or calls or stops me on the street 
to ask how she can become a 
journalist, I feel an enormous re-
sponsibility,” she said. “It’s more 
than simply being a role model. 
I know I have to be a voice for 
them as well.”

PBS journalist Gwen 
Ifill dies of cancer
By David Bauder
AP Television Writer

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Mississippi wel-
comed national and state health experts to dis-
cuss the importance of increasing baby friendly 
hospitals in the state Nov. 14, in Flowood. Pictured 
are (from left) Daurice Gorssniklaus, Trish MacEn-
roe, Dr. Lori Feldman-Winter,  Dr. Charlene Collier 
and Sherry Pitts. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY

As usual, attendees – both men and wom-
en – can walk the runway and compete for 
the top hat prizes in the legendary Parade of 
Hats competition, which includes phase I and 
phase II.

To celebrate the 25th anniversary some fa-
vorite categories are returning and new cat-
egories have been added.

Phase I includes the following catego-
ries:

Safari – designed for the tigress who adores 
animal print; Sister Coretta – representing the 
fashionable church lady; Contessa Silvia – 
the hat or ensemble is silver and worn with 
class and sass; Enjoli – anything goes for this 
category so a woman can strut her own style; 

Sasha – designed for young lades in grades 
K-12 that is trendy and on-point.

Phase II includes the following catego-
ries:

Diva – hats of all sizes are adorned with 
jewels, feathers, beads and more and worn 
by the self-assured woman; LaBelle – the 
head garment is bedecked with lots of glitter 
or whatever brings out the bling; Justice – a 
stylish hat worn by a young male in grades 
K-12 who is cognizant of what it means to be 
young, gifted and black; Sophisticated Gent – 
designed for the distinguished, debonair man 
who symbolizes class and sophistication.

In addition to competitions, small business 
vendors will be on site from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

selling hats, shoes, jewelry, clothing, hand-
made speciality items and all sorts of other 
gifts.

Featured entertainment will be provided 
by the Dowell Taylor Quintet with vocalists 
Dexter Allen and Tonya Youngblood.

With the glitz and glamour on full display, 
the brunch is an “opportunity to have fun,” 
said Myricks.

“We encourage the public to come out and 
support us. A few tickets are available.”

Tickets are $45 and may be purchased by 
calling (601) 668-9070 or (601) 278-1420. 
Tickets may also be purchased from any 
NCBW member. 

Ifill

Run-off Election 
Tuesday
November 29, 2016
Thank you for your vote on November 8.
I am asking for your vote once again.

For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 Paid for by friends of James Reed
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Continuing its support of 
healthy schools and a healthy Mis-
sissippi, the Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Mississippi Foundation 
is giving P.E. teachers across the 
state the opportunity to learn new 
ways to energize and motivate 
students and encourage physical 
activity.

Since 2009, the foundation has 
hosted the special conference for 
P.E. teachers to participate in fun 
fitness activities and share ideas 
and best practices for engag-
ing students during regular P.E. 
classes. Each attendee also re-
ceived continuing education units 
for their participation and fitness 
equipment to use in their P.E. 
classes.

On Oct. 24 and Oct. 25, the Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Missis-
sippi Foundation hosted 40 P.E. 
teachers at its annual P.E. Confer-
ence, which included both elemen-
tary and middle school teachers. 
Attendees included P.E. teachers 
from Wilkins Elementary, Black-
burn Laboratory Middle School 
and Kirksey Middle School in 
Jackson; Goodloe Elementary and 
Nichols Middle School in Canton; 
McLaurin Elementary and Susie 
B. West Elementary in Natchez; 
Sebastapol Attendance Center; St. 
Patrick Catholic School in Me-
ridian; Bettye Mae Jack Middle 
School in Forest; and Port Gibson 
Middle School.

Each took part in creative physi-
cal activities incorporating the 
Building Blocks of Fitness with a 
variety of equipment and took part 
in physical activity energizers, de-
signed to be age-appropriate, and 

discussed best practices in a peer 
setting to share ideas to engage 
students. Additionally, the session 
focused on integrating classroom 
curriculum into physical educa-
tion, integrating large classroom 
sizes and practical life skills using 
Teamwork, Communication and 
Cooperation.

Trainers with Project Fit Ameri-
ca, who developed the curriculum, 
led the activities.

“I couldn’t be more honored 
to have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in such fun activities and 
educational training,” said Har-
old W. Stanfield Jr. of Blackburn 
Laboratory Middle School. “It’s 
always nice to meet people who 
are passionate about health and 
exercise. I learned a lot that can be 
implemented into my classes. I am 
thankful for the Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Mississippi Foun-
dation and Project Fit America.”

At the end of the training ses-
sion, each P.E. teacher received 
more than $900 in physical activ-
ity equipment they can incorpo-
rate into their classes, including 
weighted hoops, medicine balls, 
heavy ropes and more. 

“I know my worth as a P.E. 
teacher,” said Chandra Webb of 
Kirskey Middle School in Jack-
son. “This conference has created 
more ways for me to invest that 
worth in my students.”

“The Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Mississippi Foundation 
is proud to continue its support of 
physical education in our state’s 
schools,” said Sheila Grogan, ex-
ecutive director of the Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Mississippi 
Foundation.

“These P.E. teachers now have 
additional tools they can use to 
enhance their activities and also 
learned new and exciting ways 

to encourage physical activ-
ity among elementary and middle 
school children.”

The Blue Cross and Blue Shield 

of Mississippi Foundation is work-
ing to build a healthy Mississippi 
through targeted funding aimed at 
supporting schools, communities, 

and colleges and universities.
Learn more about the Founda-

tion’s efforts at www.healthiermis-
sissippi.org.

Blue Cross, Blue Shield of Mississippi 
Foundation hosts P.E. teachers at conference
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Pictured are (from left) Calvin Woodfork, Susie B. West Elementary, Nat-
chez; Luke Smith, Sebastapol Attendance Center, Forest; Jvon Jones, St. 
Patrick Catholic School, Meridian; Terrence White, Goodloe Elementary, 
Canton; Gregory Taylor, Wilkins Elementary, Jackson; and Frederick Todd, 
McLaurin Elementary, Jackson. 

Participants at the P.E. Conference, hosted by the Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Mississippi Foundation, took part in a variety of activities focus-
ing on teamwork, physical and social skills. 

Pictured are (from left) Chandra Webb, Kirksey Middle School, Jackson; Tamara Faulkner, Kosciusko Junior High School; Harold Stanfield, Blackburn 
Laboratory Middle School, Jackson; Alexia Gammage, Bettye Mae Jack Middle School, Forest; Ommaya Davis, Nichols Middle School, Canton; and Ocie 
Brown Jr., Port Gibson Middle School. 



College Hill holds 68th Women’s Day Celebration
College Hill Baptist Church, 1600 Florence Ave. in Jackson, held its 68th Annual Women’s 
Day Celebration at 10 a.m. Nov. 6. The theme was “Christian Women on the Move Educating, 
Edifying and Exalting.” The key scripture was taken from Ephesians 4:12-13 which states, 
“To equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”
The guest speaker was Betty Marie Graves-Spencer. Jean Jacobs served as 
chairperson for the event and LaDonna Jacobs was co-chair.
Rev. Michael T. Williams is pastor.

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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THANK YOU HINDS COUNTY 
AND DISTRICT!!!

I am honored and humbled to have 
received 44% of the vote, the highest 
percentage received for a candidate in 
the District 1 race.  Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for your support, your 
vote, and your faith in me.  I stand by my 
commitment to work hard to ensure fair 
and honest elections, that the polls open 
and close on time, that there are always 
enough ballots, and that the machines 
operate properly.  Because no candidate 
received 50%, there will be a runoff on 
November 29.  We will need to get to the 
polls one more time to make this a done 
deal!  Thanks, again, Jackson!

ELECT EVELYN REED
HINDS COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 1

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Evelyn Reed



Mayor Tony Yarber has endorsed 
a groundbreaking community-wide 
partnership funded by a national grant 
to encourage and assist Jackson Pub-
lic School students in gaining access 
to college.

Get2College, a program of the non-
profit Education Services Foundation, 
competed with 116 cities nationwide 
on behalf of the city of Jackson, win-
ning a $55,000 grant to increase the 
FAFSA completion rate in Jackson 
Public Schools. A city-wide, cross-
sector campaign is underway to get 
seniors to complete the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid, the first 
step in acquiring financial aid for col-
lege and a likely indicator of college 
enrollment. The FAFSA Challenge 
Grant awarded by the National Col-
lege Access Network is funded by The 
Kresge Foundation.

“Each year, $3 billion in federal 
student aid is left unclaimed simply 
because students do not submit the 
FAFSA. Our goal is to help eliminate 
financial barriers and show students 
they do have options for affording 
college which provide the pathway 
to economic success and an enriched 
quality of life,” Yarber said in a pro-
gram at Murrah High School. “Na-
tionally 90 percent of high school se-
niors who complete the FAFSA attend 
college directly from high school.”

Partners in the FAFSA Comple-

tion Campaign include Jackson Pub-
lic School District Office and the 
administration and staff in its seven 
high schools, city of Jackson Mayor’s 
Youth Initiative, Mississippi Institu-
tions of Higher Learning, Mississippi 
Department of Education, Mississippi 
State Office of Student Financial Aid, 
Alignment Jackson, 100 Black Men, 
Parents for Public Schools Jackson, 
and Great Jackson Chamber Partner-
ship.

“Our partners are serving in the cru-
cial role of making seniors and their 

parents aware of the importance of fil-
ing the FAFSA,” said Kierstan Knaus, 
Get2College Counselor.

Get2College staff and trained vol-
unteers provide one-on-one confiden-
tial assistance to families in submit-
ting the FAFSA. “With the help of the 
Get2College team, my mother and I 
were capable of completing the FAF-
SA quickly and effortlessly. I was also 
exposed to RiseUp Mississippi!, and 
there is nothing greater than knowing 
that money is available,” said Murrah 
student Mary Sampson.

“My FAFSA experience was very 
easy – Get2College had all the infor-
mation I needed to be able to be able 
to file. Also, they helped with apply-
ing for multiple grants for colleges in 
the State of Mississippi. Although I 
plan on attending a college outside of 
Mississippi, they still helped me apply 
for scholarships,” added Murrah se-
nior Desiree Jones.

For information on getting help 
with the FAFSA, go to get2college.org 
or call (601) 321-5533.

Atmos Energy recently announced that 
Linda Waters, Public Affairs specialist for 
the Mississippi Division for the past four 
years, has been promoted to manager of  
Public Affairs.

Waters will be responsible 
for a variety of roles, includ-
ing developing and main-
taining relationships with 
government, business and 
non-profit officials. She will 
also work with operations 
and other business units on communicat-
ing issues related to Atmos Energy to the 
public.

Waters has been at Atmos Energy for 20 
years. Before coming to Public Affairs and 
the Flowood Office in 2012, Linda spent 
16 years in Meridian at positions in cus-
tomer service and marketing. In 2010, she 
received the Robert W. Best Rising Spirit 
Award, the highest honor the company 
gives an employee.

She is the public relations chair for the 
American Association of Blacks in Energy 
and also served several years on the board 
for the United Way of East Mississippi. 
Waters was named Affiliate of the Year 
by the Meridian Board of Realtors and is 
a graduate of both Leadership Lauderdale 
and Leadership Greater Jackson.

Waters and her husband, Roger, have two 
children, Nicholas and Allison, and reside 
in Jackson where they attend Anderson 
United Methodist Church.

The ladies of Beta Delta Omega and Upsilon 
Upsilon Omega Chapters of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Incorporated collaborated on Vet-
erans’ Day to deliver 1,000 toiletries to Crosby.

Mary Conner, South Eastern Regional direc-
tor, lead the charge for members of the Missis-
sippi Statewide Cluster VI to collect more than 
1,200 seasonal wraps for Crosby during its an-
nual conference Oct. 21-22, in Jackson. These 
items were also delivered to the Honorable 
Williams Hill, mayor of Crosby, and Angela 
Cockerham, state representative. Residents 
may secure items from the Town Hall located 
at 326 Highway 33 North.

Members of the sorority toured “The Bowl” 
while visiting Crosby. The Bowl is an area af-
fected by the devastating flood Aug. 16. Resto-
ration of homes has begun with help from vol-
unteers from AmeriCorp, First Baptist Church 
and through a grant funded by Mississippi 
Emergency Management Agency.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., remains 
committed to providing community outreach 
to neighboring communities in accordance 
with its mission: “Service to All Mankind.” 
Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson is the Interna-
tional President. The administration platform is 
“Launching New Dimensions of Service” fo-
cusing on five target areas: educational enrich-
ment, health promotion, family strengthening, 
environmental ownership and global impact.

Get2College increases FAFSA 
completion rates in JPS schools

Waters promoted 
to manager of 
public affairs 
manager at Atmos

AKAs deliver 
toiletries to help 
Crosby residents
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Waters

Participating in the celebration of a new program to help Jackson Public Schools students get to college are (from left) Jackson Mayor 
Tony Yarber; Alvanette Buchanan, Murrah High School principal; Mary Sampson and Desiree Jones, Murrah High School seniors; Jana 
Williams, Murrah High School graduation coach; Freddrick Murray, chief academic officer for High Schools at Jackson Public Schools; 
and Jim McHale, president and CEO of Education Services Foundation, parent company of the Get2College program.

Hilton Garden Inn employees volunteer at Stewpot
Employees of the Hilton Garden Inn in downtown 
Jackson, which is formerly known as the historic King 
Edward Hotel, spent Nov. 11, volunteering at Stewpot 
Community Services in Jackson. The employees un-
loaded stuffing and canned goods to prepare for the 
Thanksgiving basket assembly line and later helped 
make the baskets. In the far left photo, employees 
Brena Ward (in white T-shirt), Shalece Barnes, David 
Read and Brian B. Berry, general manager of King Ed-
ward, unload goods. Pictured in the group photo are 
(front row, from left) Shalece Barnes, general man-
ager, Brian B. Berry and chef Damian Shelby; (sec-
ond row) Melanie James, David Read, Rima Barrett 
and Jeffery Lindsey; (back row) Brena Ward, David 
Daugherty, Sharon Smith and Jamie Battle.

PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY

Kathleen Young Davis 
celebrates 102nd birthday 

On Nov. 6, Kathleen Young Davis celebrated her 102nd birthday with family and friends at Mt. Cal-
vary Christian Methodist Episcopal Church in Crystal Springs. Davis was born at her parent’s home 
in Crystal Springs Nov. 7, 1914. She married her late husband, William Bill Davis, April 4, 1940 and 
they raised three sons, Samuel Davis, Daniel Davis and the late Willie Davis Jr. Davis has lived in 
Crystal Springs all of her life and retired from working with Stringers Funeral Home in Crystal Springs 
after 35 years. She is blessed to have one daughter-in-law, eight grandchildren, 10 great grandchil-
dren, one great great grandchild and numerous others who she calls her own. Pictured are (stand-
ing) Daniel Davis, Marilyn Davis, Sandra Davis, Rev. Dr. Jason McLeod and Stacy Davis; (seated) 
Mary Arnold and Kathleen Davis.



Kids across America are 
growing, and some are earning, 
a lot of “green” participating in 
the National Bonnie Plants Cab-
bage Program. This year, more 
than 1.5 million third graders 
in 48 states have gotten hands-
on gardening experience grow-
ing colossal cabbages with high 
hopes to win “best in state” and 
receive a $1,000 scholarship to-
wards education from Bonnie 
Plants.

In Mississippi, more than 250 
schools participated in the pro-
gram.

Hadleigh Williams, who at-
tends Hernando Hills Elemen-
tary in Hernando, was the state 
winner.

Each year Bonnie Plants, the 
largest producer of vegetable 
and herb plants in North Amer-
ica, with 80 growing facilities 
across the country, trucks free 
O.S. Cross, or “oversized,” 
cabbage plants to third grade 
classrooms whose teachers have 
signed up for the program online 
at www.bonnieplants.com. If 
nurtured and cared for, kids can 
cultivate, nurture and grow gi-
ant cabbages, some bigger than 
a basketball, tipping the scales, 
often more than 40 pounds.

In 1996 Bonnie Plants initi-
ated the Third Grade Cabbage 
Program in and around head-
quarters in Union Springs, Ala., 
with a mission to inspire a love 
of vegetable gardening in young 
people and grow our next gen-
eration of gardeners. By 2002 
the program grew to become 
a national endeavor, includ-
ing the 48 contiguous states. 
The program awards a $1,000 
scholarship to one student in 
each participating state. At the 
end of the season, teachers from 
each class select the student who 
has grown the “best” cabbage, 
based on size and appearance. 
A digital image of the cabbage 
and student is submitted online 
at www.bonnieplants.com. That 
student’s name is then entered 
in a statewide drawing. State 
winners are randomly selected 
by the Commission of Agricul-
ture’s office, in each of 48 par-
ticpating states.

“The Bonnie Plants Cab-
bage Program is a wonderful 
way to engage children’s inter-
est in agriculture, while teach-
ing them not only the basics of 
gardening, but the importance 

of our food systems and grow-
ing our own”, said Stan Cope, 
president of Bonnie Plants. This 
unique, innovative program ex-
poses children to agriculture and 
demonstrates, through hands-on 
experience, where food comes 
from. The program also affords 
our youth with some valuable 
life lessons in nurture, nature, 
responsibility, self-confidence 
and accomplishment.

“Over the course of the past 
14 years, the Bonnie Plants 
Cabbage Program has proved to 
be an exciting, worthwhile ex-
perience that children, teachers, 
parents and grandparents across 
the country have embraced. We 
are grateful to have the oppor-
tunity to provide our youth with 
this enjoyable and enriching 
opportunity and engage their 
interest in the art and joy of 
gardening.”

Growing a colossal cabbage 
may seem like a giant under-
taking for young kids, but it’s 
easier than you think. All you 
need to do is:

Let the sunshine in: Cabbag-
es need at least six hours of full 
sunlight, more if possible.

 • Survey your space: Bon-
nie O.S. cabbages need at least 
3 feet on each side to spread 
out. If you don’t have that much 
space, use a large container.

 • Supplement soil: Work 
some compost into the soil – 
cabbages love nutrient-rich soil.

 • Feed your food plant: Start 
your cabbage off right with 
an all-purpose vegetable plant 
food. Follow label directions to 
keep it growing strong.

 • Water wisely: Your cabbage 

needs at least 1 inch of rainfall 
each week. If it doesn’t rain, use 
a watering can or garden hose to 
gently water your plant at soil 
level.

 • Tend to trouble: Keep weeds 
out of the cabbage patch – they 
compete for the food and wa-
ter your cabbage needs. Be on 
the lookout for brown or white 
moths – these come from worms 
that love to munch on cabbage. 
If you see any, get rid of them 
right away. Cold weather can 
damage your cabbage. If the 
weather gets below 32° F, cover 
your cabbage with a bucket or 
clothe covering.

 • Hefty harvest: In just 10 to 
12 weeks, you should have a 
huge head of cabbage you can 
be proud of.

Green thumbs and persever-
ance can pay off, providing par-
ticipating children with as great 
sense of pride and accomplish-
ment, a humongous cabbage, 
and for the lucky state winner, 
the beginning of an educational 
fund for college.

A great way to get kids started 
in the garden is the National Bon-
nie Plants Third Grade Cabbage 
Program; it’s free to any third-
grade classroom in the country 
and teachers can register now at 
www.bonnieplants.com  for the 
2017 program. Bonnie Plants 
will truck cabbage plants to ev-
ery registered third-grade class-
room in the country. Delivery 
will be scheduled based on geo-
graphic region.

To see the 2016 winners as 
they come in, and learn more 
about the 2017 contest, visit 
www.bonnieplants.com.
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Hernando student is 
state winner of national 
cabbage program
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A smoked turkey is prob-
ably on the list this holiday 
season, but cross off tobacco 
products. This year, take part in 
the American Cancer Society’s 
2017 Great American Smoke-
out, when smokers choose to go 
tobacco-free for 24 hours. It’s a 
chance to save money, and per-
haps your life.

“Tobacco use is the leading 
preventable cause of disease 
and death in the United States. 
In Mississippi, 5,400 adults die 
each year from smoking, and 
192,000 children are exposed 
to secondhand smoke at home,” 
said Amy Winter, director of the 
Office of Tobacco Control at the 
Mississippi State Department of 
Health.

By quitting – even for one 
day – smokers will be taking an 
important step toward a health-
ier life for themselves and their 
families. Within eight hours 

of quitting, your blood carbon 
monoxide levels drop and your 
blood oxygen levels increase to 
normal; within 24 hours of quit-
ting, your risk of a sudden heart 
attack goes down as well. 

“Every year, hundreds of non-
smoking Mississippians die 
from exposure to secondhand 
smoke. Abundant evidence has 
demonstrated the danger of sec-
ondhand smoke, but it continues 
to be a significant public health 
hazard. Secondhand smoke 
causes heart disease, lung can-
cer and other serious health 
problems. Children are espe-
cially vulnerable to its risks,” 
said C. Rochelle Culp, director 
of the Mississippi Tobacco-Free 
Coalition of Madison, Yazoo 
and Holmes Counties. 

Quitting smoking has imme-
diate and long-term benefits at 
any age. Quitting is hard, but 
you can increase your chances 
of success with help. Get-

ting help through counseling 
or medications can double the 
chances of quitting successfully.

If you want to quit using 
tobacco, contact the Mis-
sissippi Tobacco Quitline at 
1-800-QUITNOW to receive 
free counseling, and medica-
tions such as nicotine patches 
or gum.

For more information, visit 
www.quitlinems.com.

Smokers who want to kick 
the habit and start on the path 
toward a healthier life can also 
use the “Quit for Life” app of-
fered by the American Cancer 
Society to reach a round-the-
clock support network.

Locally, you can participate 
in the Great American Smoke-
out by joining the Mississippi 
Tobacco-Free Coalition of 
Madison, Yazoo and Holmes 
Counties.

For additional information 
contact 601-420-4493. 

The Mississippi Link Newswire

ACS Great American 
Smokeout set for Nov. 17

National Donor Sabbath is 
a time for faith leaders from 
many religions, donor fami-
lies, transplant recipients and 
donation and transplantation 
professionals to participate in 
services and programs to edu-
cate the public about the need 
for the lifesaving and healing 
gifts passed to others through 
transplantation, while also en-
couraging people to register 
their decision to be organ, eye 
and tissue donors.

In 2016, National Donor 
Sabbath was observed Nov. 
11-13. Across the country, a 
new patient is added to the na-
tional transplant waiting list 
every 10 minutes and an aver-
age of 22 people die each day 
awaiting a lifesaving trans-
plant that never comes. One 
organ donor can save eight 
lives and one tissue donor can 
save or heal the lives of 50 re-
cipients or more.

This year had a special 
meaning for kidney recipient 
Michael Minor, a pastor at 
West Point Baptist Church in 
Hattiesburg.

“I share with others how 
selfless of an act it was that 
was bestowed onto me,” said 
the 45- year-old Minor who 
has been at West Point Bap-
tist Church for 17 years. He 
first learned he would need a 
transplant in 2012.

“My faith in God was para-
mount. It was really all I had. 
It gave me something to hold 
on to through the process.”

His miracle would come 
in the form of a tragedy that 
hit one of the families in his 
congregation in September of 
2015.

Adrian Murry and her 
25-year-old son Kendrick had 
plans to watch Mississippi 
State University and the Uni-
versity of Southern Missis-
sippi play football in Hatties-
burg Sept. 5, 2015. Kendrick 

never showed. He had suf-
fered a seizure at work and hit 
his head as he fell. One week 
later, he was pronounced dead 
at Forrest General Hospital.

Unbeknownst to his moth-
er, Kendrick was a registered 
organ donor.

“At the time, I really didn’t 
know anything about dona-
tion and didn’t know that he 
had signed up for it,” said 
Murry. “When I did learn 
about it, I did not want to do 
it. I thought it was against my 
religion. I came home and I 
thought about it. I realized 
this was his wish. It turned 
out to be more amazing than 
I thought.”

The Murry family had been 
a member of West Point Bap-
tist Church for nearly as long 
as Pastor Minor had been at 
the church. At the most pain-
ful time of her life, Murry 
remembered that her pastor 
was on dialysis and in need 
of a kidney transplant. “I was 
stuck on the fact that Adrian 
was thinking about me,” said 
Minor. “The fact that she 
could think of anybody at that 
time and the fact that she re-
membered that I was in need 
was overwhelming.”

Given that this was an un-
speakable tragedy for this 
mom and mother of three, 
Minor believes that Adrian’s 
faith played a large part in 
helping her deal with her 
son’s death and understand 

his wishes to be a donor. “It 
is counter to human nature to 
think of someone else at that 
moment. Faith defies logic a 
lot of times,” explained Mi-
nor.

Murry’s faith wavered for 
a bit after her son’s death. “I 
stepped away from the church 
after my son passed, but I 
started going back to church 
realizing that you can’t be 
down,” she said. “This is 
the time to be rejoicing and 
thanking God for the years I 
did have.”

Kendrick donated six or-
gans that saved five lives and 
Adrian shares the importance 
of his selfless act to all. “I en-
courage anyone that I come 
across to think about others 
and saving others because 
that’s what we are here to do.”

She says she often shares 
that message with fam-
ily members and one family 
member – Clintoria Johnson – 
knows all too well the impor-
tance of that message. John-
son is Murry’s cousin, and she 
was also the recipient of Ken-
drick’s heart. Murry didn’t 
learn until seven months after 
Kendrick’s death and one day 
before his birthday that John-
son had received his heart.

“It has given me the strength 
to know that my son still lives 
on. The scripture says to give 
and it shall be given on to you. 
He gave and I believe it is go-
ing to be given back tenfold.”

Pastor, church member reflect on faith, their donation connection  
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Faith, organ donation 
go hand in hand

Haleigh Williams

Pictured are (from left) Adrian Murry, Clintoria Johnson and Michael Minor.



The Michael D. Johnson Foundation award-
ed one grand scholarship and two book schol-
arships to Jackson Public School graduates af-
ter its annual 5K run last summer. Isaiah Rush, 
a graduate of Jim Hill High School, was the 
winner of the $1,500 grand scholarship. Di-
kardo Dextra and Jordan Bowen, graduates of 
Callaway High School, each received a $250 
book scholarship.

The Sixth Annual Michael D. Johnson Me-
morial Foundation 5K Walk/Run is held each 
summer in June to raise funds for scholarships 
for JPS students. The event includes a picnic 
and a kickball game held at the Michael D. 
Johnson Baseball Field, formerly Lakeland 
Field, located near Smith-Wills Stadium in 
Jackson.

All JPS senior student-athletes are eligible 
to apply for the Michael D. Johnson Scholar-
ship. Candidates must complete an application 
and submit it to the MDJ Scholarship com-
mittee. Sponsors of the Run include Mothers 
Against Drunk Drivers, Entergy and Jackson 
Public Schools.

Michael D. Johnson, born Oct. 27, 1986, 
was a stellar baseball and basketball student 
athlete at Murrah High School. He was killed 
June 4, 2005 by a drunk driver who was also 
killed in the accident. The foundation was cre-
ated in his honor in 2009.

Learn more about the Michael D. Johnson 
Foundation and its scholarship program for 
high school athletes visit www.michaeldjohn-
sonfoundation.org.
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Michael D. Johnson 
Foundation awards 
scholarships to grads

The Wingfield High School Falcon 
Robotics team earned second place 
overall out of 26 teams in the VEX 
Robotics Starstruck competition held 
at Olde Towne Middle School in 
Ridgeland Nov. 5. This was Wing-
field’s first-ever robotics tournament 
with a newly formed team.

There are nine students making up 
this squad, including two from Whit-
ten Middle School. Members of the 
2016-2017 Falcon Robotics team are 
Eziah Robinson, JiMiracle Nichols, 
Shania Lee and Dartavious Archie, 
all ninth-graders; Rockeil White, 10th 
grade; Robert Williams, 11th grade; 

Jarrod Lawson, 12th grade; and Javi-
er Reyes and Khourtland Smith, both 
eighth-graders at Whitten Middle 
School.

Wingfield math teacher Lizabeth 
Thrasher, science teacher David 
Middleton, and business education 
teacher Londra Hunter are the team’s 
sponsors.

Thrasher applied for and received 
a VEX/VDR grant to build a robot 
and compete in the 2016-2017 VEX 
Starstruck Tournament season. The 
brand new robotics team had its first 
meeting in August, and with this early 
victory, the competition year looks 
promising. The team will return to 

Olde Towne Middle School for its 
next competition Jan. 7 and then trav-
el to Delphi, Louisiana Jan. 21.

As for the team’s astonishing in-
augural achievement, Thrasher gives 
credit to an unexpected partnership 
with Ridgeland High. The Wingfield 
robotics team began making periodic 
trips to Ridgeland High School where 
robotics instructor Bill Richardson 
and members of Ridgeland’s Titan 
Team 7536-A graciously shared their 
vast expertise with Wingfield in a 
mentorship role.

“As his team feverishly prepared 
their own robots for competition, they 
were kind enough to take time from 

their work to assist us whenever we 
needed it,” said Thrasher. “We could 
not have been tournament ready with-
out this collaboration.”

The VEX Robotics System is a 
robust and affordable solution that 
is suitable for the classroom and the 
competition field. As a classroom ro-
botics platform, the system nurtures 
creative advancement in robotics and 
knowledge of STEM education. VEX 
Robotics Starstruck Competitions, 
like the one held in Ridgeland, help 
students develop workplace skills 
such as planning, brainstorming, 
teamwork, even marketing, along 
with research and technical skills.

The Wingfield Falcon Robotics team, celebrating its second place 
overall finish and Teamwork award, include sponsor Lizabeth Thrash-
er (from left) and members JiMiracle Nichols, Eziah Robinson, Robert 
Williams, Javier Reyes, Khourtland Smith and Shania Lee.

Wingfield partnered with Ridgeland High School’s Titan Team 7536-A to get ready for its first 
robotics tournament. Bill Richardson (second from left) is Ridgeland’s sponsor.

Wingfield robotics team 
places in first competition

Mississippi Link Newswire

Hinds CC Vicksburg-Warren Campus 
inducts new Phi Theta Kappa members

The Alpha Omega Chi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at Hinds Community College Vicksburg-Warren Campus have inducted new members for fall 2016. New members include (front row, 
from second-left) Sarah Legg, Kristi Thornton, Shelby Wilson, Sybil Carraway; (back row, from left) Kayla Powell, Andrielle Green, Amanda Morris, Laurent Hateyekimona, Kon’Tonia 
Smith, Louis Parsons and Yolanda Watson. At opposite ends of the front row are Sarah Nichols and Margaret Bell, faculty advisors for the chapter. To learn more, visit www.hindscc.edu 
or call 1-800-HindsCC.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Cadet Ruben 
M. Banks of Jim 
Hill High School 
was selected as 
the top perform-
ing student at the 
2016 Military Or-
der of World Wars 
Youth Leadership 
Conference at the 
U.S. Space Center 
in Huntsville, Ala.

MOWW serves 
America’s youth 
by hosting Youth Leadership Conference 
programs throughout the United States at no 
cost to high school students attending. These 
students receive patriotic education on lead-
ership in a free society, concepts of the free 
enterprise system, principles of democracy, 
the Constitution and Bill of Rights and civ-
ic responsibilities associated with preserv-
ing American rights and freedoms. Students 
also develop speaking, writing and leadership 
skills, which contributes to them being better 
citizens and future leaders.

Cadet Banks was selected by his Senior 
Army Instructor, LTC (Ret.) Raymond Leon-
ard, as a candidate to compete for selection 
to attend Youth Leadership Conference. 
Board members from the Jackson Chapter 
of MOWW reviewed resumes and conducted 
interviews of students from across the metro 
area and selected Cadet Banks along with Ca-
det Kelsee Ford of Murrah High, Cadet Sypo-
ria Harris of Wingfield High, three students 
from the Rankin County School District and 
one home-schooled student to attend the four-
day Youth Leadership Conference in Hunts-
ville. More than 80 other high school students 
from Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Missis-
sippi and Tennessee attended the conference.

The students were divided into small groups 
and progressed through the three divisions of 
the conference: Leadership, Free Enterprise 
and American Heritage. The top performing 
students from each group were chosen to ap-
pear before a selection panel for consideration 
as the overall top student. Banks received per-
fect scores from all panel members and was 
the unanimous selection as overall top stu-
dent.

Banks is a 10th grade, International Bac-
calaureate scholar at Jim High School with a 
grade point average of 3.70. He serves on the 
JROTC staff, is a member of the Civil Air Pa-
trol and a member of Jim Hill’s Student Gov-
ernment Association.

“Attending the conference was a great ex-
perience, especially meeting new friends and 
being introduced to new traits of many peo-
ple,” said Banks who was invited to serve as a 
student leader at next year’s conference.

Jim Hill JROTC 
cadet named top 
student at leadership 
conference
Mississippi Link Newswire

North Jackson Elementary 
school third-grade scholars got a 
crash course in home economics 
from parent and North Jackson PTA 
president Michelle Henry recently.

She taught the students how to 
wash and fold laundry with a new 
washer and dryer donated to the 
school by Conn’s HomePlus and 
Samsung. The Houston-based fur-
niture and home goods retailer, 
with a location in Jackson, made 
the presentation at the school Oct. 
18.

“We believe kids at any age can 
lend a helping hand at home, and 
this is a great way to teach kids 
how they can give their parents or 
caregivers help in another kind of 
‘homework,’” said Conn’s HomeP-
lus CEO Norm Miller.

The engaging, hands-on les-
son involved students competing 

in teams in a high-energy laundry 
relay race where they learned how 
to separate laundry, fill the washer 

and fold shirts. After all that hard 
work, students were rewarded with 
an ice cream party at the close of 

the event.
“If a student has an accident at 

lunch we will have the ability to 
clean his or her clothes so that they 
don’t feel embarrassed at school,” 
said Henry. “This donation from 
Conn’s and Samsung will help in-
crease school attendance by allow-
ing our scholars to feel better about 
themselves if they have an accident 
at school.”

Principal Kimberly Smith agreed 
that having access to the washer 
and dryer will not only keep stu-
dents at school but keep their minds 
on instruction while there.

“We are very grateful for this do-
nation to support the needs of our 
school and students,” said Smith. 
“This contribution will help to en-
sure our students have a resource so 
they can focus on learning, rather be-
ing concerned about their clothes.”

(Reprinted to correct title.)

North Jackson Elementary students get 
lesson in laundry thanks to Conn’s HomePlus
Mississippi Link Newswire

Banks

Third graders at North Jackson Elementary received a laundry lesson, ice 
cream and T-shirts when Conn’s HomePlus delivered a new washer and dryer 
to their school.



Jackson State University and 
the University of Mississippi’s 
women’s council have collabo-
rated for nine years to develop a 
rapport to benefit students and the 
universities.

In 2007, the Ole Miss Women’s 
Council for Philanthropy helped 
develop a similar organization at 
JSU. Then on, the groups have 
strengthened each other, building 
on their relationship.

Recently, council members 
came together on the University 
of Mississippi’s Oxford campus 
and shared best and promising 
practices, gained insight on the 
structure and execution of their 
respective programs and dis-
cussed the coordination of stu-
dent scholarships.

“The meeting provided the op-
portunity to emphasize the im-
portance of women working to-
gether in higher education in the 
state of Mississippi to benefit our 
students and universities,” said 
Gwendolyn Spencer Prater, chair 
of the Women’s Council for Phi-
lanthropy.

Interaction between councils
Meredith Creekmore of Jack-

son, a founding member of the 
council said she feels the same 
because “growth occurs from 
the interaction between the two 
councils; friendships are devel-
oped; and ideas are shared. This 
recent collaboration gave both 
the Jackson State and the Ole 
Miss women’s councils the op-
portunity to develop a rapport 
that will be ongoing.”

While each of the councils is 
unique, they share a common 
organizational structure and 
mission. Managed by an accom-
plished team of female leaders 
and philanthropists, the councils 
provide students with scholar-
ships for tuition and books, as 
well as guidance and training in 
leadership skills, career develop-
ment and personal growth.

“This was an exciting oppor-
tunity to come together as sister 
organizations to share our pro-
gramming ideas and discuss our 
current and long-term goals for 
creating the most effective ways 
of supporting the outstanding stu-
dents we are privileged to have as 
our scholars,” said council chair 
Mary Haskell.

By working together, the UM 
and JSU women’s councils focus 

on philanthropic opportunities 
for their respective institutions 
and students.

The partnership provides in-
sight on how each council op-
erates within its bylaws, how 
members participate on various 
committees to promote philan-
thropy, and how to enhance each 
council with new ideas and strat-
egies for promoting philanthropic 
giving and activities.

Development of life skills
The council began Feb. 14, 

2000, with a group of philan-
thropic-minded women commit-
ted to providing endowed schol-
arships for its council scholars 
and guiding them into their ca-
reers. They also helped with the 
development of life skills through 
the leadership-mentorship pro-
gram.

Seven years later, the Jackson 
State University Development 
Foundation Women’s Council 
for Philanthropy was officially 
established. Evangeline Robin-
son, now assistant professor of 
integrated marketing at Ole Miss, 
was instrumental in starting the 
JSU program when she worked 
there as the executive director of 
Institutional Advancement.

“I immediately thought it was 
exactly what we needed at Jack-
son State to get more women 
involved. I introduced myself to 
Ellen and that started the con-
versation,” Robinson recalled. 
She also added that Ellen Rolfes 
helped start the Ole Miss council. 
Along with Rolfes, Creekmore 
and Gloria Kellum, then-vice 
chancellor for university relations 
at Ole Miss, worked jointly to ini-
tiate JSU’s council.

Haskell stated, “Our councils 
share an important bond, in that 
Meredith was inspired to share 
the mission of our council with 
this group of remarkable women, 
and so then served as a founding 
member of the JSUWC in 2007.”

With expectations that the two 
groups will meet annually going 
forward, Creekmore said, “I think 
it’s a great collaboration for Ole 
Miss and Jackson State.”

For information on the Jack-
son State University Develop-
ment Foundation Women’s Coun-
cil for Philanthropy, visit http://
www.jsums.edu/wcphilanthropy/.

For more information on the 
Ole Miss Women’s Council, visit 
http://omwc.olemiss.edu/
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Representatives from the women’s councils at Jackson State University 
and the University of Mississippi gathered recently in Oxford to continue 
building their relationship. Council members shared ideas and goals to 
strengthen student scholarships and experiences. PHOTO COURTESY OF UNI-
VERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC RELATIONS

For as long as she can re-
member, Alcorn State Univer-
sity alumna Jessica Hawkins 
has longed for a career in the 
music industry. Growing up, 
her home church, Davis Tem-
ple Church of God in Christ in 
Jackson is where the former 
Miss Alcorn 2009-2010 honed 
her vocal skills as a member of 
The Sunshine Band Children’s 
Choir.

She’s currently the praise 
and worship leader at Word of 
Faith AWC in Natchez where 
she also displays her talent.

With the upcoming release 
of her first contemporary gos-
pel album titled, Keep Mov-
ing, Hawkins will finally fulfill 
one of her biggest dreams by 
spreading positivity through 
her music.

“I have always desired a ca-
reer in music,” said Hawkins. 

“I have always had a passion 
for singing. It is one of the 
greatest ways in which I re-
ceive a spiritual connection. 
It allows me to connect to 
the world in order to make a 
positive impact on the lives of 
people everywhere. Music and 
singing have the power and 
unique ability to bring peace 
and joy to moments of chaos, 
tranquility to areas of stress 

and healing to hurtful situa-
tions.”

The album is set for release 
Dec. 17, on all musical out-
lets. The album takes the lis-
tener on a journey of progress. 
Hawkins said that the central 
message of the album is to suc-
cessfully navigate through the 
ups and downs that life throws 
in one’s direction.

“My album shows a gradual 
progression of movement in 
mind, body and spirit. I want 
to encourage listeners to keep 
moving through every situa-
tion that arises in your life; no 
matter the trials and tribula-
tions that come against you; no 
matter the success and failure 
that you experience; and no 
matter the stress and pain you 
may face. You were created to 
win. You were created to pros-
per. You were created to keep 
moving toward all that life has 

in store for you.”
Hawkins has a huge support 

system that has cheered her on 
up until this point. She cred-
its her faith, Kejuan Hawkins, 
who is her husband and pro-
ducer, her late mother, Bonita 
Hinton and her Word of Faith 
pastors Bishop Robert Cade 
and Betty Cade and Pastor 
Robbie Cade Furdge for in-
spiring her upcoming opus.

“My Savior first inspired 
the creation of my album. My 
mother had such an amazing 
love and passion for worship 
in song, and she instilled so 
much of that love in me. I have 
always had a passion for wor-
ship, singing and songwrit-
ing.”

Hawkins is in a great place. 
She’s riding high off her new-
found success, and she be-
lieves that there’s more to 
come.

Registration for the Spring 
2017 semester is currently un-
derway at Coahoma Commu-
nity College.

Prospective students and 
current Tigers can register for 
classes either online or by vis-
iting the Office of Admissions 
(located in the Vivian M. Pres-
ley Administration Building on 
CCC’s main campus), Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

While students are urged to 
take advantage of this early reg-

istration period, CCC will also 
host formal registration Jan. 10-
11 in the Pinnacle.

Day and evening classes will 
officially begin Jan. 12.

CCC Director of Admissions 
Delores Richard said students 
should plan now for Spring 
2017 by taking advantage of the 
early registration period.

“We always encourage stu-
dents to register as early as pos-
sible for the best selection of 
classes they need before they 
fill up,” said Richard.

“When you register late, you 

will have already missed valu-
able time from the first day of 
class.”

CCC offers over 50 Aca-
demic, 15 Career and Technical 
Education and nine Health Sci-
ence programs on its main cam-
pus as well as classes at its eight 
off-campus sites located in Co-
ahoma, Bolivar, Tunica, Quit-
man and Tallahatchie counties.

All of the institution’s aca-
demic programs are university 
degree-parallel, meaning that 
CCC graduates who choose to 
continue their education at one 

of Mississippi’s eight public 
universities are guaranteed to 
have a seamless transfer.

In addition, CCC provides a 
host of other educational ser-
vices, including dual enroll-
ment classes, online courses, 
free Adult Basic Education/
GED classes as well as several 
short-term programs. 

To learn more about how 
CCC can help you meet your 
educational needs, contact the 
Office of Admissions at (662) 
621-4205 or visit www.co-
ahomacc.edu.

Hawkins’ first album, ‘Keep Moving,’ 
slated for a December release

Coahoma Community College Spring 
2017 registration is now open

Hawkins

JSU, Ole Miss philanthropic 
women’s councils share ideas 
to assist students, universities

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Piney Woods School 
celebrated its 107th Founder’s 
Day with an evening gala on 
campus in the historic Rock 
Garden and amphitheater.

Keynote speaker, Jeffrey 
Tweedy, president and CEO 
of the award-winning clothing 
and lifestyle brand founded by 
Sean “Diddy” Combs, deliv-
ered an aspirational address 
that encouraged students to 
utilize the power of self confi-
dence as a tool for success in 
life. He noted his rise to world-
wide success from his first job 
in fashion as a stock boy at 
Britches of Georgetown to be-
ing named by the prestigious 
fashion magazine, Women’s 
Wear Daily, among the Power 
100 and also being recognized 
as one of The Most Fascinating 
Men in Fashion.

Speaking only a few min-
utes, Tweedy delivered a 
powerful recount of his mod-
est childhood, noting he soon 
learned to replace his cocki-
ness with self confidence. He 
emphasized the fact that he re-
fused to accept any notion of “I 
can’t” and devoted himself to 
careful preparation for the next 

opportunity.
The fashion executive of-

fered an overview of his rela-
tionship with Ralph Lauren, 
describing his chance meeting 
with the popular clothing de-
signer as a poorly performing 
high school student, and how 
he gained the nerve to call the 

designer only to be pleasantly 
surprised to speak directly 
with Lauren. Upon recommen-
dation from Lauren, Tweedy 
later enrolled in the Fashion 
Institute of Technology to 
study menswear design and 
marketing.

The evening concluded with 

Tweedy announcing that Sean 
Jean will design and supply 
student uniforms for The Pin-
ey Woods School for the next 
three years. An announcement 
that was met with rousing ex-
citement from students and 
donors alike for his generosity 
and support of the school. 

Piney Woods students offered 
uniforms from Sean John CEO

Piney Woods students visit with Jeffrey Tweedy. Pictured are (from left) Myah Duckworth, Jaki Crouch, 
Myiesha Jones, Tweedy, Cheyenne Hill, Symayra Johnson and Seyna Clark.
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The Kentucky Higher Educa-
tion Assistance Authority offers 
advice to college students nation-
wide on how to manage their fi-
nances.

Recently the agency offered ad-
vice on paying bills.

Students who are having trou-
ble paying a bill should contact 
the company immediately to work 
out a payment plan. Whatever you 
do, do not ignore letters and calls 
from your creditors, according to 
KHEAA.

It is best to explain everything 
in a letter so you have a written re-
cord. Before writing the letter look 
at your finances to come up with a 
payment amount you can handle. 
That lets your creditor know you 
still plan to pay what you owe and 

will pay as much as possible dur-
ing your financial crunch.

Most companies will work with 
you if you are up front about your 
difficulties.

Ask if your creditor will waive 
any penalties and will extend your 
payment period if you are tempo-
rarily in a tight money situation.

KHEAA is a public, non-profit 
agency established in 1966 to im-
prove students’ access to college. 
It provides information about fi-
nancial aid and financial literacy 
at no cost to students and parents. 
KHEAA also helps colleges man-
age their student loan default rates 
and verify information submitted 
on the Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid.

To learn more about those ser-
vices, visit www.kheaa.com.

Don’t hide from your bills
The Mississippi Link Newswire



As we begin the 
next installment of the 
series “Understand-
ing the spiritual gift 
within you,” we take 
the time to examine 
your spiritual gift and 

how it helps you to understand how 
the Holy Ghost works through you.

Elmer Towns teaches the principle 
of “the division of the labor” based 
on 1 Corinthians 3:9, “For we are 
workers with God…” He means God 
will not do what He commanded you 
to do. The angel told the Gideon he 
was a mighty warrior i.e. he (Gideon) 
was the instrument by which God 
would free Israel from their enemies. 
Gideon had a part to play with God. 
Gideon was a farmer, but as a farmer, 
he would never set Israel free from 
the Midianites, but when he operated 
in his warrior gift he had supernatu-
ral assistance to get the job done. 

If you will recall, I referenced Lar-
ry Gilbert several times last week. 
Gilbert, a published author/editor, 
a seminar speaker and professor, is 
quoted as saying, “Spiritual gifts are 
God’s provision for the Holy Ghost 
to minister to people, through peo-
ple.”

Last week, we ended by reviewing 
some of the reasons why all Chris-
tians should know their spiritual 
gifts. We reviewed five last week so, 
let’s pick up here with No. 5.

5. Knowing your spiritual gift fills 
a profound emotional need and void 
in your life.

Ultimate fulfillment comes from 
using the spiritual gift God has given 
you to be a blessing to others. It is 
as if God has designed it to where if 
a believer does not use his/her spiri-
tual gift there will be a void in his/
her life. It’s amazing how God has 
tied up true happiness in using our 
gifts to help/serve others. When we 
do not use our spiritual gift, our lives 
become emotionally stormy like the 
Prophet Jonah. Remember, Nineveh 
means agreeable (fulfilled), life 
agrees with us when we do what God 
called us to do. Jonah didn’t want to 
go to Nineveh; he wanted to go to 
Tarshish (means examination).

6. Knowing your spiritual gift cre-
ates unity among believers.

Regrettably, many Christians are 
living out God’s will which may be 
meant for someone else. When peo-
ple do this it is out of kilter with 1 
Corinthians 14:40, “Let all things be 
done decently and in order.” There 
can be no order and unity in the local 
church as long as some believers are 
doing what God intended for some-
one else to do. An eye trying to be an 
ear can’t work. A nose trying to be a 
knee will never work.

7. Knowing your spiritual gift 
equips you to achieve God’s purpose 
for your life.

“Rick Warren’s book “The Pur-
pose Driven Life” has become the 

number one best-selling hardback 
book of all times (other than the 
Bible) with over 40 million copies 
sold. Why? People  are finding a real 
void in their lives and lack purpose. 
Therefore, understanding your spiri-
tual gift gives you a clearer under-
standing of God’s purpose for your 
life. Discover your spiritual gift, and 
you will find God’s will for your life.

“Introducing spiritual gifts in 
Ephesians 4, Paul exhorts us to walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith we 
were called. Today, when we use the 
term vocation we refer to a job, but 
the term vocation in Bible times went 
far beyond job (career). It took in all 
aspects of life, our job, our family, 
our hobbies, etc. Other translations 
in scripture translate the word voca-
tion as calling. Your calling in life 
is the purpose for which God made 
you. Career is what you are paid for, 
but calling is what you are made for.” 
(Larry Gilbert) Your spiritual gift is 
your calling, and it is what you were 
created for.

8. Knowing your spiritual gift adds 
to your self-acceptance. 

“Think of the greatest person you 
know…God has called you to do 
what this person cannot do. God has 
given you a special endowment that 
suits you perfectly for your special 
position on the team. The Christian 
who knows he has the gift of serv-
ing will not belittle himself because 
he can’t speak in tongues. He accepts 
himself knowing God has given him 

a special endowment that suits him 
just right for his position on God’s 
team.” (Larry Gilbert) All spiritual 
gifts are needed and necessary. 1 
Corinthians 12:15, “If the foot says, 
Because I am not the hand, I am not 
a part of the body; it is no less a part 
of the body... ”

“Paul spoke to those who would 
have separated themselves from 
those whom they envied because 
they had not such excellent gifts as 
they.” (Geneva Bible Notes) All spir-
itual gifts are unique and yet no less 
significant because all of them are 
needed to make the church operate 
at full capacity. You don’t ever have 
to feel inferior especially in God’s 
church because your spiritual gift 
has the same value as all the others. 
Galatians 3:28 says, “There is nei-
ther Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male 
nor female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.”

Now, after, this discussion, let’s 
see if we can answer these questions:

1. What do most Christians not un-
derstand about spiritual gifts?

2. Spiritual gifts are tools to be 
used for what?

3. What are some reasons Chris-
tians should know their spiritual 
gift(s)?

Collier is the pastor of Makarios 
Worship Center, 464 Church Rd., 
Madison. He can be reached at (601) 
260-3016, (601) 855-7898 or email 
karab5@live.com.
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Understanding the spiritual gift within you
It’s been more than one 

week since the 2016 presiden-
tial election and for many, the 
outcome still causes quite a 
bit of anxiety. Now, here’s the 
funny part, numerous media 
outlets are professing that their 

constant reporting of the events/statements/
actions made during campaign season may 
have contributed to what many are calling the 
backlash (and some are calling the whitelash) 
of America.

As you know, the media coverage has not 
stopped. Donald Trump is still everywhere.  
Yes, his tone seems to be to the pleasure of some 
and the dismay of others. As I reference media 
representatives once more, no one knows what 
he is truly going to do until he does it.

This action, my sisters and brothers, is one 
of the reasons why prayer should be one of the 
most important things in our lives. I’ve been 
told by several of my colleagues/friends that 
their ministers centered their recent sermons 
around the power of prayer and faith in God.

My own pastor, Dr. Michael T. Williams, 
shared words to help remind the congregants 
in attendance after the recent election that re-
gardless of the outcome of life’s situations, we 
should never give up.

His text was taken from Psalm 27: 1, 4 which 
reads: 1) The Lord is my light and my salvation 
– whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strong-
hold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid? 4) 
One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I 
seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
and to seek him in his temple.

Williams told us there are big political races 
but there are also big personal/private races we 
run daily. We try to run these races on our own 
and in turn, try to outrun God. We have to re-
member God will continue to run with us; we 
just have to choose Him as our finish line.

God is the supreme ruler of all. He has holy 
characteristics that keep us strong. Look back 
at verse 1. It tells us He is our light and salva-
tion. Remember, light is what guides us from 
the darkness. If we trust in Him, God will 
guide, guard and guarantee us happiness. He 
is our strength.

The pastor also explained salvation. He re-
minded us that it merits deliverance both eco-
nomically and mentally, relieving us of ethnic 
disparities and executive domination.

God gives us strength and makes us com-
plete. 

When we’re wounded, God fills us with 
joy. Yes, there will be moments when we feel 
wounded, worn and worried, but if we try God, 
He will give us strength. We must remember 
and always know God is in control.

I can honestly say, that by the end of his 
message, I was more at peace internally. I 
know there are going to be many days/nights/
moments that carry uncertainties, but I also 
know God’s got it!

Yes, it was a contentious campaign period 
but the Bible tells us “But love your enemies, 
do good to them and lend to them without ex-
pecting to get anything back. Then your re-
ward will be great, and you will be children 
of the Most High, because He is kind to the 
ungrateful and wicked.”

As I shared with you last week, as we begin 
a new period in our lives, let us embrace  what 
is happening in our country. Now it’s time to 
walk toward the light and while doing so, let 
us walk as we have been instructed in 1 Cor-
inthians 13:4-8 – (4) Love is patient, love is 
kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. (5) It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. (6) Love does not delight 
in evil but rejoices with the truth. (7) It always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. (8) 
Love never fails. But where there are prophe-
cies, they will cease; where there are tongues, 
they will be stilled; where there is knowledge.  
It will pass away.

So, come on everybody, let’s show love to 
all mankind and share that love in our mes-
sages for others to see.

The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news 
in and around the state of Mississippi, wants to 
serve as your personal messenger to share your 
good news and news of your place of worship.

Remember the verse that I often share with 
you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How 
beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who proclaim salva-
tion, who say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

To share your news, contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, fax 
(601) 896-0091 or mail 2659 Livingston Road, 
Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from 
the Religion Editor

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

New Jerusalem Church of God in 
Christ, 3387 Medgar Evers Blvd., 
Jackson, will continue to observe its 
fall revival through Nov. 18, at 7:30 
p.m.  For more information, visit www.
newjerusalemcogic.org or call (601) 
981-8569.  Rev. Andrew Friday Sr. is 
the pastor.  

Holy City International Empower-
ment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park 
Road, Flora, will host its Annual Christ-
mas in November at 10 a.m. Nov. 19. 
The day will include free food, toys and 
clothes for needed families.  For more 
information, call (601) 879-3999.  Bish-
op Stanley Cavett Sr. is the pastor.

College Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, 
will host its deacons’ ordination service 
at 4 p.m. Nov. 20. On Dec. 3, the church 
will host its community holiday festival 
from 3 – 5 p.m.  The church’s Christ-
mas gala will be held at 6 p.m. Dec. 
10, and the annual Christmas program 
is set for 8:45 a.m. Dec. 18.  For addi-
tional information call (601) 355-2670.  
Rev. Michael T. Williams is the pastor.

Crossroads M. B. Church, 325 Mc-

Dowell Road, Jackson, will host its 
Thanksgiving dinner at 5 p.m. Nov. 
20, at Grove Park Community Cen-
ter, 4126 Parkway Ave., Jackson.  For 
more information, send an e-mail to 
revstan1973@att.net.  Rev. Stanley 
Smith is pastor.

The Festival of Praise Tour, will be 
held Nov. 22, at the Jackson Conven-
tion Complex, 105 E. Pascagoula St.  
The tour will feature multiple Grammy, 
Stellar and BET Award winning artists: 
Regina Belle, Fred Hammond, Israel 
Houghton, Karen Clark Sheard and 
Hezekiah Walker. The event will be 
hosted by Earthquake. Tickets may be 
purchased through Ticketmaster and 
other outlets or by phone by calling 
1-800-745-3000.  For additional infor-
mation visit: http:www.festivalofpraise-
tour.com/tour-dates. 

Greater Belmont Baptist Church, 
1325 Big Creek Road, Raymond, will 
host a retirement dinner for their pastor, 
Rev. Nathaniel Bragg, at 4 p.m. Dec. 3. 
To RSVP, call (601) 668-7121 or email 
jjevans306@comcast.net.

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 1245 Tuni-

ca St., Jackson, will host its Christmas 
fellowship at 7 p.m. Dec. 16, at the Old 
Capitol Inn.  Tickets are available by 
calling the church at (601) 969-3511.  
For more information visit www.mount-
nebochurch.com.  Rev. John A. Wicks  
Jr. is the pastor.

New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Wat-
kins Dr., Jackson, will observe its an-
nual christmas fellowship at 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 16, at the Jackson Hilton Hotel.  
For more information, call (601) 366-
7002.  Rev. Jerry Young is the pastor.

New Jerusalem Church, 5708 Old 
Canton Road, Jackson, will present 
its annual Christmas production, “A 
King Has Come!” Dec. 18. The doors 
for this event, which promises to be 
an astounding musical and visual dis-
play depicting the story of the birth of 
Christ, will open at 6 p.m. and the event 
begins at 7 p.m. This free event, filled 
with energetic dance scenes, dramatic 
imagery, and phenomenal singing, will 
have you uplifted, on your feet, singing 
and clapping.  For more information, 
contact Min. Chandra Wise at (601) 
206-5844.  Rev. Dwayne K. Pickett Sr 
is the pastor.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link



Prayer is contact 
with God, a major 
tool He provides us 
to develop our rela-
tionship with Him 
and our knowledge of 
Him. Sadness would 

be the mark of this world if it was 
not for the privilege of prayer. The 
enemy has been defeated and great 
victories have been won through 
prayer.

My friends, no matter how hard 
we think our circumstance is, do 
not forget prayer. We can read in 
Acts 16:23-25 these words, “And 
when they had laid many stripes 
upon them, they cast them into pris-
on, charging the jailor to keep them 
safely:  who, having received such 
a charge, thrust them into the inner 
prison, and made their feet fast in 
the stocks. And at midnight Paul 
and Silas prayed, and sang praises 
unto God: and the prisoners heard 
them.”

Paul and Silas did not sing first; 
they prayed first. They committed 
their prayer to God, and had the as-
surance that God was going to take 
care of them, so they began to sing. 
Verse 26 says, “And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison were 
shaken: and immediately all the 
doors were opened, and every one’s 
bands were loosed.”

It is through prayer that unbeliev-
ers (sinners) are brought to repen-

tance and problems are worked out. 
It is through prayer that the work of 
God prospers, it is through prayer 
that division can be healed, and it 
is through prayer that homes can be 
reunited and strengthened. Friends, 
the enemy will fight us when it 
comes to prayer. He will let us talk 
to everyone but God. The devil 
wants us to tell our problems to ev-
eryone but God because he knows 
that if we receive any help at all, it 
will come from God.

Is there a better friend than God? 
We have a great deal to discuss with 
Him every day, for every day is 
filled with decisions: what to eat or 
not to eat, what to purchase or not 
purchase, what to spend time doing 
or thinking about. We must also de-
cide how to respond to other people 
and how to respond to our own 
emotions and attitudes. Every sig-
nificant choice should be brought 
to God. If we do not, we are mak-
ing decisions based on human na-
ture and declaring ourselves to be 
self-sufficient and needing nothing, 
directly contrary to the teaching of 
Jesus Christ. John 15:5 reads, “I 
am the vine, ye are the branches: 
he that abideth in Me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without Me ye can do noth-
ing.” These do not have to be on 
our knees prayers, but we should at 
least silently ask God to bring His 
light to bear on the situation and to 
supply our needs, whether we need 
wisdom, discernment, strength, 
courage, understanding or patience.

The devil does not want people to 
get along with each other; he hates 
it. He doesn’t want a congregation 
and its pastor to get along. He is out 
to divide, wreck, ruin and destroy. 
Nevertheless, the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avails 
much.

My friends, we have a great 
weapon against the enemy. We 
have a great resource given to us: it 
is a great privilege to pray. We must 
not neglect our prayer life. If the 
enemy had his way, no one would 
pray. We must push aside the cares 
of this life, the duties of the day and 
the cries of the flesh to take time to 
exercise the greatest privilege and 
weapon that Jesus gave us: prayer.

We read in the gospel of Luke 
18:1, “And He (Jesus) spake a par-
able unto them to this end that men 
ought always to pray, and not faint.” 
Even when we do not feel like pray-
ing, we should pray. What can we 
do if we are weighted down and 
having a mental struggle? We find 
these words and answer in James 
5:13, “Is any among you afflicted? 
Let him pray.” Please, we must not 
neglect the greatest weapon of all: 
prayer.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor 
of Joynes Road Church of God, 31 
Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. 
He is married to Velma L. Green. 
He is a member of the National As-
sociation of Evangelism Church of 
God, Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern Asso-
ciation of The Church of God, Inc.

Prayer is our weapon 
against the enemy

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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“Never put a question 
mark where God has put 
a period.” Years ago when 
I worked at a gospel radio 
station in San Antonio, we 
played a commercial for a 
funeral home that ended 

with this tagline. It made sense to me then 
and makes even more sense to me now as 
I’ve had to accept the sometimes painful 
reality of God ending seasons of my life. 
I think this phrase also could apply as we 
come to the close of another brutal presi-
dential election season. For some of us, 
the question mark is that our candidate lost 
and we now have to suffer through years 
of wondering what things would be like if 
only they’d won. For others, the period is 
that our candidate won and we now have 
years to gloat about how great it is to be 
a winner! But, regardless of whether your 
candidate won, God’s sovereign hand has 
allowed the results and we now have a new 
president-elect. Instead of wasting time 
denying the results, we should pray for the 
new president to use Godly wisdom as he 
lead our country.

It’s time out for posting things like 
“If you vote Democrat, you are not a 
real Christian” on social media. My first 
thought when I saw this and other similar 
posts during the presidential election was 
that it was a troubling and weak Christian 
witness to label someone a non-Christian 
because of a difference in political opinion.

In response to posts about all Democrats 
being tricked by Satan or all Republicans 
being brainwashed racists, one of my 
Facebook friends posted people were tak-

ing the election to a whole other level of 
spitefulness: “God is worried more about 
heavenly selection than earthly elections.” 
In other words, we should not spend more 
time posting on social media and arguing 
which candidate is the best than we do 
posting words of encouragement and of-
fering the gift of Christ’s salvation to oth-
ers.

Like so many of you, I’ve seen friend-
ships and relationships get destroyed be-
cause of what was posted on social media 
about the recent presidential election. The 
crazy part is that in some cases, it’s Chris-
tians who are now blocking each other’s 
Facebook posts, judging and name calling.  

What’s been most shocking is that in-
stead of some religious leaders and pastors 
using their Twitter and Facebook accounts 
to offer prayers and clear up the confusion 
raised by one of the most divisive United 
States Presidential races in recent memory, 
they chose to fan the flames themselves.

As Christians, we are called to be rec-
oncilers and peacemakers. James 3:18 re-
minds us that “Peacemakers who sow in 
peace reap a harvest of righteousness.”   

Rather than spend time tearing down 
each other, we should work to tear down 
the walls of racism, sexism and bigotry 
that were erected during the Presidential 
campaign. As Christians, our most impor-
tant witness is not to proclaim and stick to 
any political party affiliation but to love 
others and by doing so, show others the 
love that God has for them.

Shewanda Riley is the author of the Es-
sence best-seller “Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose after a Relationship 
ends.” She may be reached at lovehang-
over@juno.com.

God’s periods and 
question marks

P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org

1750

Place your 
church ad here.

For details call 
601-896-0084

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from 
the Billboard Gospel Charts for 

the week of November 17

1. Made A Way   Travis Greene
2. You’re Bigger   Jekalyn Carr
3. Put A Praise On It  Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard
4. God Provides    Tamela Mann
5. You Deserve It   J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
6. Better    Hezekiah Walker
7. You    Jermaine Dolly
8. I Need You   Donnie McClurkin
9. Spirit Break Out  William McDowell Featuring Trinity Anderson
10. I’ll Just Say Yes  Brian Courtney Wilson

To listen to snippets of these songs, 
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                               ARTISTS    ALBUM



I began elec-
tion night with 
e x u b e r a n c e . 
I was among 
the many who 
forecast a Hill-
ary win. The 

only disagreement among my 
circle was how big the Hill-
ary rout would be. I thought 
she’d get at least 300 electoral 
college votes, and hoped that 
she’d thump Trump by get-
ting as many as 340, holding 
him to less than 200 electoral 
college votes. The tables were 
turned and Trump was the one 
doing the thumping, with the 
electoral vote count estimated 
to be 290-228 (at this writ-
ing, final counts were not in). 
Meanwhile, Hillary Clinton 
won the popular vote, gar-
nering around 600,000 more 
votes than Trump.

White folks won the day for 
Trump in an amazing show-
ing of white solidarity. Trump 
took 58 percent of the white 
vote, but did not get a major-
ity vote from any other racial/
ethnic group. Only 8 percent 
of African Americans voted 
for Trump. He did better 
among Asian Americans (29 
percent) and Hispanics (near-

ly 30 percent). White people 
repudiated Clinton and em-
braced Trump as one of their 
own, despite his racist, misog-
ynistic and jingoistic rhetoric.

Hillary Clinton counted 
on white women, especially 
college-educated white wom-
en, to save the day. Clearly, 
they were not with her. Ac-
cording to Edison Research 
exit polls, Trump won 45 
percent of college-educated 
white women and 62 percent 
of white women non-college 
graduates. Trump won 53 per-
cent of the total white female 
vote. The college-educated 
white women’s narrow vote 
for Clinton did not overcome 
the overwhelming support 
other whites gave him. White 
women valued culture and 
class over gender. Many of 
them are the mothers, daugh-
ters, sisters or wives of the 
white men who gave Trump 
63 percent of their vote.

Clinton failed to energize 
the base, or transcend the in-
difference that too many vot-
ers felt for her. Turnout was 
only 56.8 percent, just one 
percent higher than 2012, and 
lower than the 58.2 percent 
turnout in 2008. More than 95 
million people who were eli-
gible to vote didn’t show up to 

the polls.
The Republican vote was 

similar for Trump and for Mitt 
Romney, the last Republican 
presidential nominee. Demo-
crats turned out in much lower 
numbers for Clinton than they 
did for Obama. Why? Voter 
suppression is part of the an-
swer. There were nearly 900 
fewer voting places in 2016 
than in 2012. Further, states 
like Wisconsin, which Clinton 
lost by less than a percent-
age point, introduced new 
voter ID laws between 2012 
and 2016. Clinton lost by less 
than 2 percent of the vote in 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Penn-
sylvania, and Florida.

People of color were more 
likely to be affected by voter 
suppression measures than 
Whites. In Durham, N.C., 
voting machines weren’t 
working, and a judge ruled 
to keep the polls open longer 
to compensate for the broken 
machines.  Clinton lost North 
Carolina by less than 4 per-
cent. How many more might 
have voted, but for broken 
machines and other chica-
nery?

How many spent hours in 
line, and how many had to 
leave lines because they had 
to go to work?

Clinton ended her campaign 
with more than $50 million in 
the bank. Might some of that 
money have made a differ-
ence in energizing the base? 
Could more people have been 
put on payroll as organizers in 
battleground states, especially 
North Carolina and Pennsyl-
vania? Should grassroots or-
ganizers have received more 
resources? Lots of fingers 
can be pointed in this post-
election analysis, but analysis 
notwithstanding, Trump won. 
It hurts to write that reality 
down, but it is a reality we 
will all have to grapple with 
for four years.

Part of the ugly reality is 
the realization that too many 
of our fellow citizens have 
embraced a racially divisive 
candidate whose rhetoric has 
unleashed hateful speech and 
attitudes. The Detroit News 
reported that students in Oak-
land, Michigan blocked path-
ways of Latino students com-
ing to school, shouting, “build 
the wall.” These children are 
emulating their elders, includ-
ing the “President-elect.” The 
nonpartisan education news 
website, the74million.org, has 
reported that “election-relat-
ed” school violence is on the 
rise in the wake of the Trump 

victory.
Trump was able to tap into 

the angst that too many whites 
felt during the Obama presi-
dency, and he was able to win 
the presidency in the name 
of white solidarity and white 
supremacy. It seems incon-
gruous that a rich, privileged, 
urban businessman should be-
come the voice of the working 
class disgruntled, the rural ne-
glected (Trump got 62 percent 
of the rural vote), and white 
women. But this is the new 
reality: the triumph of white 
privilege and hate rhetoric.

Whites are just 40 percent 
of the population in Califor-
nia, a state that gave Clinton 
61.5 percent of its vote. And 
the Census reports that by 
2044 there will be no major-
ity group in our nation. White 
folks might as well enjoy 
Trump while they can, but 
time and demographics are 
on our side. White supremacy 
won’t reign forever.

Julianne Malveaux is an 
author and economist. Her 
latest book “Are We Better 
Off? Race, Obama and Pub-
lic Policy” is available via 
www.amazon.com for book-
ing, wholesale inquiries or 
for more info visit www.juli-
annemalveaux.com.

Going to the gym 
is about to get a lot 
more expensive.

That’s because the 
share of companies 
offering wellness 
programs dropped 

13 percent this year. These pro-
grams – which often include sub-
sidized gym memberships, free fit-
ness trackers, and bonuses for losing 
weight – keep employees healthy, 
thereby cutting medical and insur-
ance expenses. At least, that’s the 
theory.

In practice, many companies 
aren’t seeing a return on their well-
ness investments. So they’re ditch-
ing the programs.

That’s a mistake. Employers can 
save themselves millions through 
wellness programs. They just need 
to find ways to boost workers’ low 
participation rates.

Properly designed wellness pro-
grams pad companies’ bottom lines. 
Every dollar spent on wellness pro-
grams reduces medical costs by over 
$3, according to a Health Affairs 
study.

Of course, the programs only 
work if employees participate. Right 
now, four in 10 workers opt out. A 
majority of those employees say 
they don’t have enough time to take 
part. And 43 percent say the pro-
gram locations are too inconvenient. 

In response to such concerns, 
some companies are bringing 
healthy choices right to workers’ of-
fices.

For instance, Blue Shield Cali-
fornia stocks the cafeteria with nu-
tritious food and provides sit-stand 
and treadmill desks. Eighty percent 
of employees now participate in the 
wellness program. Over a four-year 
period, employees’ physical activity 
rates increased 32 percent and high 
blood pressure rates dropped 66 per-
cent. 

Other businesses rely on team-
work and a dose of healthy peer 
pressure to increase participation. 
Take Bazaarvoice, a software ser-
vice company in Austin, Texas. Em-
ployees earn points – redeemable 
for gift cards and other perks – for 
healthy behaviors, such as undergo-
ing yearly checkups or exercising. 

Crucially, employees gain more 
points when they complete group 
activities, such as attending a fitness 
class with their team. Since imple-
menting this team-based framework, 
participation has skyrocketed. Man-
agement anticipates reduced insur-
ance and medical costs as a result.

It’s essential that companies don’t 
make employees compete for a 
prize. That’s a sure-fire way to in-
crease apathy instead of enthusiasm.

That’s why my company, furni-
ture manufacturer KI, measures and 
rewards employees individually. We 
set specific goals for each employee 
based on an initial health screening. 
If they meet their benchmarks, they 
earn back a portion of their health 
insurance premiums. The financial 
incentives and individually tailored 
goals are a large reason KI boasts 
a nearly 100 percent wellness pro-
gram participation rate.

The program saves our company 
serious money. We spend $2.2 mil-
lion on the wellness program and 
save $3.3 million a year on insurance 
premiums – a return on investment 
of 50 percent. Our annual health 
costs per employee are 24 percent 
lower than the national average.

If companies aren’t reaping ben-
efits from their wellness programs, 
they should look to boost partici-
pation before axing the initiatives. 
Companies can’t simply hand out 
Fitbits – they need to find ways to 
ensure the fitness trackers wind up 
on employees’ wrists, instead of in 
their dressers.

Dick Resch is CEO of Wisconsin-
based manufacturer KI.

By Dick Resch
Special to The Mississippi Link

OPINION

Making 
workplace 
wellness count 
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Trump won the election, but 
white supremacy won’t win 
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

- “I wish I 
could say that 
racism and 
prejudice were 
only distant 
memories. We 
must dissent 

from the indifference. We must 
dissent from the apathy. We 
must dissent from the fear, the 
hatred and the mistrust…We 
must dissent because America 
can do better, because America 
has no choice but to do better.” 
– Supreme Court Justice Thur-
good Marshall

As far back as June of last 
year, the National Urban 
League called upon all presi-
dential candidates to refrain 
from using racially divisive 
and disparaging language in 
their campaigns.

In the ensuing months, we 
heard an unprecedented call to 
ban all Muslims from the na-

tion, even United States citi-
zens. That call was followed by 
more than two dozen anti-Mus-
lim attacks in the United States, 
ranging from a cabdriver shot 
in Pittsburgh to the deliberate 
torching of a Somali restaurant 
in Grand Forks. N.D. The own-
er of a food market in Queens 
was beaten by a customer who 
vowed to “kill Muslims.”

The level of vitriol against 
immigrants and racial and eth-
nic minorities was amped so 
high during the campaign that 
the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter, which tracks hate groups, 
coined the term “The Trump 
Effect” to describe the alarm-
ing level of fear and anxiety 
among children of color over 
racial tensions and their fears 
of being deported.

According to an SPLC sur-
vey of teachers:

 • More than two-thirds of the 
teachers reported that students 
– mainly immigrants, children 

of immigrants and Muslims 
– have expressed concerns or 
fears about what might happen 
to them or their families after 
the election.

 • More than half have seen 
an increase in uncivil political 
discourse.

 • More than one-third have 
observed an increase in anti-
Muslim or anti-immigrant sen-
timent.

 • More than 40 percent were 
hesitant to teach about the elec-
tion.

Other children have been 
using the word “Trump” as a 
taunt or as a chant as they gang 
up on others.

Over two-thirds (67 per-
cent) of educators reported that 
young people in their schools 
– most often immigrants, chil-
dren of immigrants, Muslims, 
African Americans and other 
students of color – had ex-
pressed concern about what 
might happen to them or their 

families after the election. 
Close to one-third of the stu-
dents in American classrooms 
are children of foreign-born 
parents. This year, they are 
scared, stressed and in need of 
reassurance and support from 
teachers. Muslim children are 
harassed and worried. Even 
native-born African-American 
children, whose families ar-
rived here before the American 
Revolution, ask about being 
sent back to Africa. Others, 
especially younger students, 
have worries that are the stuff 
of nightmares, like a return to 
slavery or being rounded up 
and put into camps. Overall, 
these vulnerable students are 
disillusioned and depressed at 
the hatred they’re hearing from 
candidates, in the news, from 
classmates and even, some-
times, from trusted adults.

As we have said throughout 
this campaign, religious and ra-
cial bigotry are not core Ameri-

can values. In fact, such big-
otry is more than unpatriotic; it 
threatens our national security.

So, where do we go from 
here?

We are hopeful now that the 
heat of the campaign begins 
to cool, our President-Elect 
and his supporters will adopt a 
more sober approach to issues 
of racial justice. He has called 
for the country to unite, and we 
will take him at his word.

Our duty as citizens is to 
hold him to his word. We have 
the power to define patriotism 
in the 21st Century, and there’s 
no room in that definition for 
bigotry. Some have mused that 
this campaign has served as a 
poultice of sorts, drawing the 
poisons of hate and intoler-
ance to the surface. This is our 
opportunity to cleanse them 
away.

Marc H. Morial is president 
and chief executive officer of 
the National Urban League.

America faces a time for racial healing
By Marc H. Morial
Trice Edney Newswire 

There are 
many reasons 
why Donald 
Trump won 
the presidential 
election but the 
promise to re-

store good paying manufactur-
ing jobs to the American heart-
land is very significant. Blue 
collar white males have seen 
their incomes decline since 
1974. Blue collar non-white 
males had been complaining for 
a long time, but because they 
were concentrated in the in-
ner cities, their complaints had 
been ignored. Unfortunately, 
his promises will ring hollow.

The first time I sat in front 
of a computer and wrote a 
computer program was the fall 

of 1969 at Tuskegee Institute 
(University).  Through sum-
mer interns at IBM and Gen-
eral Motors tech center, I wrote 
computer programs to simulate, 
calculate, measure and control 
machinery. After graduation, 
my work at Ralph M. Parsons, 
Rockwell, Burlington Indus-
tries, and as owner of Centurion 
Systems for the past 35 years, 
I have done the same.  I have 
worked in at least 50 manufac-
turing plants and to see the in-
crease in productivity has been 
unbelievable.

Anchor Continental had been 
my customer for over 25 years.  
They made tape of all types and 
employed from 700 – 800 em-
ployees. They were bought out 
by IPG (International Polymer 
Group) a few years ago and 
built a new plant across town in 

Columbia, S.C. They used new 
glue technology and machinery 
in this new plant that can make 
more tape than the old facility 
with only 167 employees.

In the mid ’90s, I visited my 
first mill that made writing pa-
per. It was 20-feet wide and 
ran at about 2,000 feet a min-
ute.  That is 40,000 square feet 
of paper per minute. There are 
plants that make writing paper 
today that are 30-feet wide and 
run at speeds between 6,000 
and 7,000 feet per minute. That 
is 180,000 to 210,000 square 
feet of paper per minute. That 
is a 450-550 percent increase 
in production. They have fewer 
people running them because 
at these speeds, human reflexes 
are just not fast enough.

The first time I stepped foot 
in a roofing plant in Joplin, Mo., 

the line was running at less than 
300 feet per minute. Today, 
most operate at more than 600 
feet per minute while making 
a better product because all as-
pects of making the shingle is 
controlled and monitored. The 
temperature, the density of the 
asphalt and the weight of each 
shingle is carefully controlled 
and monitored.

Today making an automobile 
has less than 30 man hours of 
labor. When I was an intern 
at General Motors, the joke 
was, don’t buy a car made on 
Monday or Friday. Monday 
was from the hangover from 
the weekend, and Friday was, 
everyone was getting ready 
for the weekend. Robots don’t 
drink, don’t get excited about 
the weekend, don’t take bath-
room breaks, and if they get 

sick (malfunction) you simply 
replace it with another robot.

The productivity described 
above has taken place around 
the world and is the primary 
reason why many goods, such 
as flat panel displays and TV 
can be shipped around the 
world from a few plants. Some 
things such as textiles still take 
more labor, but I am quite sure 
that no one wants to pay $8 for 
a pair of tube socks.

I do not relish in the fact that 
what Donald Trump has prom-
ised regarding bringing back 
those manufacturing jobs will 
more than likely, not happen, 
because the truth of the matter 
is, they no longer exist.

Hugh P. Latham is a Jackson 
native and now business owner 
in Greensboro, N.C. He is pres-
ident of Centurion Systems Inc.

Why Donald Trump won the election
By Hugh P. Latham
Special to The Mississippi Link
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LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be 
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, December 6, 2016, at which time said bids 
will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street 
(City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

37301----120616----12, Month Supply of Foods – Dairy Products- Group IV

37888----120616-----12, Month Supply of Foods – Fresh Produce- Group V- 
(Fruits/Vegetables)

38601---120616------12, Month Supply of Foods. – Frozen/Chilled- Group IA- 
(Breads & Desserts)

38602---120616------12, Month Supply of Foods – Frozen/Chilled- Group IB- 
(Fruits/Vegetables)

38603---120616------12, Month Supply of Foods – Frozen/Chilled- Group IC- 
(Meats/Meat Products)
      
38701---120616-------12, Month Supply of Foods – Canned/Dry- Group IIA- 
(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)  

38702---120616-—---12, Month Supply of Foods – Canned/Dry- Group IIB- 
(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)

38801----120616------12, Month Supply of Foods – Condiments- Group III

39331----120616—---12, Month Supply of Foods – Baby Food

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT  HYPERLINK “http://WWW.JACKSONMS.
GOV” WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid 
specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with 
House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City 
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible 
contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact 
the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.  Copies of the EBO 
Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are avail-
able with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, 
Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications.  The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part 
of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal.  In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA; Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533 or 1025

11/10/2016, 11/17/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES

IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE ATLANTIC AVIATION FBO BUILDING ROOF REPAIRS AT THE 

JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 005-16-1)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids 
at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main 
Terminal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mis-
sissippi, until 2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on January 31, 2017 (the 
“Bid Deadline”), for construction and related services in connection with 
the Atlantic Aviation FBO Building Roof Repairs at the Jackson-Medgar 
Wiley Evers International Airport (the “Work”).

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. Central Stan-
dard Time on January 31, 2017 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Confer-
ence Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building, Suite 300 at JAN.

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid 
must be marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibil-
ity Number or write that the bid does not exceed $50,000.00 and with 
the wording: “Atlantic Aviation FBO Building Roof Repairs at JAN, JMAA 
Project No. 005-16-1.” Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests 
for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not 
be considered for any cause whatsoever. JMAA invites Bidders and their 
authorized representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by 
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bid-
ders. The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy 
of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement 
to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder. Any Addenda 
issued clarifying and/or changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/
or changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering 
questions in relation to the Instruction to Bidders, including plans and 
specifications, shall become part of the Information for Bidders. Plans 
and specifications related to the Work are considered a part of the Agree-
ment.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at 
JAN at the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 939-5631 ext. 536
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention:  Darion Warren, Director of Capital Programming

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the 
Work) may be obtained upon payment of a $166.00 refundable fee per 
set.  Bid documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition 
no later than thirty (30) days after opening of Bids for purchase cost to be 
refunded.  The Architect for this Project reserves the right to determine 
quality of plans upon return.  Payment for the bid documents is to be in 
the form of a company or cashier’s check made payable to Sir Speedy 
Printing.  The check may be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Docu-
ments at the following address or may be mailed to the following address:

Sir Speedy Printing
2701 North State Street
Jackson, MS  39216
Telephone: (601) 981-3045
Facsimile: (601) 362-2909
Email: speedy3401@aol.com 

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the 
request.  Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until pay-
ment is received.

The contact for all questions and submittal of Bids and required forms is 
Ms. Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist.  Ms. Hatten can be contacted 
at khatten@jmaa.com or 601-360-8610.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. Central Standard 
Time on December 7, 2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezza-
nine Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. 
Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is highly encouraged for all those 
interested in submitting bids as a Prime Contractor for the Work and 
persons seeking opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Contractor.  The 
benefits of attendance include networking opportunities between Prime 
Contractors and Sub-Contractors, as well as the opportunity to be on a 
list of contacts that will be published to interested parties as part of the 
minutes from the Pre-Bid Conference; review of the plans and specifica-
tions; and a site visit of the area covered in the scope of work.  No site 
visits will be scheduled other than the one provided during the Pre-Bid 
conference.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the 
Work by Addendum issued before the Bid; to waive informalities in the 
bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days 
before awarding the Contract.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids 
or to provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or 
more Addenda by posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/RFQrfb-
center/).   JMAA will also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, 
to all persons on record with JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information 
for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 10% for the Work so-
licited by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

DATE: November 16, 2016

/s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Officer

11/17/2016  11/24/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES

IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF A TURNKEY

PARKING ACCESS AND REVENUE CONTROL SYSTEM AT THE 
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

(JMAA PROJECT NO. 002-15-1)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids 
at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main 
Terminal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mis-
sissippi, until 2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on February 1, 2017 (the 
“Bid Deadline”), for construction and related services in connection with 
the purchase and installation of a turnkey, on-line, fully integrated parking 
access and revenue control system at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (the “Work”).

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. Central Stan-
dard Time on February 1, 2017 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Confer-
ence Room, Third Floor, Suite 300 of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be 
marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number 
or write that the bid does not exceed $50,000.00 and with the wording: 
“The Purchase and Installation of a Turnkey Parking Access and Revenue 
Control System (“PARCS”), JMAA Project No. 002-15-1.” Bid proposals, 
amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA 
after the Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatsoever. 
JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be present 
at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by 
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bid-
ders. The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of 
this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement to 
be executed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder. Any Addenda is-
sued clarifying and/or changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/
or changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering 
questions in relation to the Instruction to Bidders, including plans and 
specifications, shall become part of the Information for Bidders. Plans and 
specifications related to the Work are considered a part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN 
at the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 939-5631 ext. 536
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention:  Darion Warren, Director of Capital Programming 

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the 
Work) may be obtained upon payment of a $100.00 refundable fee per 
set.  Bid documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition 
no later than thirty (30) days after opening of Bids for purchase cost to be 
refunded.  The Engineer for this Project reserves the right to determine 
quality of plans upon return.  Payment for the bid documents is to be in the 
form of a company or cashier’s check made payable to AJA Management 
& Technical Services, Inc.  The check may be presented upon pick-up of 
the Bid Documents at the following address or may be mailed to the fol-
lowing address:

AJA Management & Technical Services, Inc.
912 North West Street
Jackson, MS  39202
Telephone: (601) 352-6800
Facsimile: (601) 352-6807
Email: ajenkins@ajaservices.com 

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the 
request.  Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until pay-
ment is received.

The contact for all questions and submittal of Bids and required forms is 
Ms. Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist.  Ms. Hatten can be contacted 
at khatten@jmaa.com or 601-360-8610.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. Central Standard Time 
on December 7, 2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Lev-
el, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers Inter-
national Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance 
at the Pre-Bid Conference is highly encouraged for all those interested 
in submitting bids as a Prime Contractor for the Work and persons seek-
ing opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Contractor.  The benefits of 
attendance include networking opportunities between Prime Contractors 
and Sub-Contractors, as well as the opportunity to be on a list of contacts 
that will be published to interested parties as part of the minutes from the 
Pre-Bid Conference; review of the plans and specifications; and a site visit 
of the area covered in the scope of work.  No site visits will be scheduled 
other than the one provided during the Pre-Bid conference.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the 
Work by Addendum issued before the Bid; to waive informalities in the 
bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days 
before awarding the Contract.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or 
to provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more 
Addenda by posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/RFQrfb-center/).   
JMAA will also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all per-
sons on record with JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bid-
ders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 10% for the Work solic-
ited by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

DATE: November 16, 2016

/s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Officer
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M. IN 
THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WAR-
REN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
     A. NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2016-39, REQUEST BY: IMOGENE CLARK TO ADD 
RAILING AROUND THE FRONT PORCH AT 1054 MADISON ST, IN 
THE BELHAVEN HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2016-40, REQUEST BY: RON CHANE TO ADD A SMALL 
FRON T DECK WITH PERGULA AND PLANTERS IN FRONT OF THE 
DECK LOCATED AT 1607 LAUREL ST., IN THE BELHAVEN HISTOR-
IC DISTRICT. 

3. CASE NO. 2016-41, REQUEST BY VARUNI KERN  TO MAKE EX-
TERIOR ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS, INCLUDING WINDOW RE-
PLACEMENTS LOCATED AT 112 PINEHAVEN DRIVE IN THE BEL-
HAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

4. CASE NO. 2016-42, REQUEST BY: PATRICK OMARA  TO INSTALL 
AN INGROUND POOL, CONCRETE POOL DECKING AND REPAIRS 
WITH NO MODIFICATIONS TO AN EXISTING WOOD DECK AND 
WOOD SEATING AREA  LOCATED AT 911 PINEHURST PLACE, IN 
BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

II. OTHER  ITEMS

III. ADJOURN

11/17/2016, 11/24/2016
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
LEGAL PUBLICATIONS FOR 2016 

Pursuant to Section 21-39-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, notice 
is hereby given that the City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) seeks 
competitive bids for the City of Jackson’s annual contract for legal publica-
tions. 

Sealed bids will be received in the Office of the City Clerk at City Hall in the 
City of Jackson, until 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, November 22, 2016, for the publica-
tion of the City of Jackson’s proceedings, ordinances, resolutions, and other 
notices required to be published. All submitted bids should be sealed and 
plainly marked “Bid for Legal Publications” on the outside of the envelope. 

Each bidder is responsible for documenting its bid with the necessary attach-
ments evidencing its qualifications and compliance with all criteria set forth in 
Section 13-3-31 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended. 

Each bid must be submitted on the bid form provided by the Office of the City 
Clerk. Each bidder must quote a per word rate of a one hundred word adver-
tisement to the nearest one millionth of a dollar, e.g. 0.999999. The quoted 
per word rate must be for a first, second and third publication. Bidders must 
also include a flat rate for supplying a proof of publication. 

The determination of the low bidder will be based on a per word rate of a one 
hundred word advertisement, published three (3) times and a single proof of 
publication. The successful bidder will be awarded a one-year contract for the 
term of January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017. 

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
By: Kristi Moore, City Clerk 

                                                                                 11/10/2016, 11/17/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Advertisement for Bid

Bid 3051- Pre-K Classroom Furniture for all JPSD Pre-K Classrooms

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 (Local Pre-
vailing Time) December 05, 2016, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project will be 
held at Jackson Public School Office of Early Childhood, 662 S. President 
Street, Jackson, MS  39201, on November 18, 2016, at 9:00 A.M.  Attendance 
at the pre-bid conference is mandatory. The Board of Trustees reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the ac-
ceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids 
are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free 
of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, 
or documents may be picked up at the above address. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 12/15/2016 , for:

RE: GS# 423-095 Cottage Sprinkler Systems 
 Hudspeth Regional Center

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional: Mark S. Vaughan, Architect 
Address:     305 B Jefferson Street
  Clinton, Mississippi 39056
Phone:  601-925-6111
Email:                   msvarch@telepak.net

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

11/10/2016, 11/17/2016

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR VIRTUAL SERVERS
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

PROJECT NUMBER: 008-17
NOVEMBER 9, 2016

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Pro-
posal”) for professional services from qualified Respondents to provide equip-
ment, software, technical support, and installation in regards to a VMware 
upgrade to our current virtual server hardware and software system infra-
structure (“Services”).

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA, 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International 
Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. on 
Monday, December 12, 2016 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for 
Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of 
JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General 
Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and 
Criteria for Selection. 

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents 
from JMAA by contacting Mr. Chad Parker, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, 
as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Chad Parker, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 516
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: cparker@jmaa.com 

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, 
any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA 
to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregulari-
ties in the selection process.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 20% for the Services so-
licited by this RFP.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

11/10/2016 11/17/2016
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NOTICE

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS
PUBLIC TRANSIT PLANNING, ENGINEERING, AND 

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT SERVICES

Jackson State University
Institute of Government

1400 John R. Lynch Street
PO Box 18115

Jackson, MS 39217

Jackson State University’s Institute of Government is seeking qualified and expe-
rienced professional planning and engineering firms, and or individual consultants 
with extensive background in public transit planning, analysis, operational and ad-
ministrative evaluation, and budget management and recommendations to collabo-
rate and partner with its internal program personnel involving a small-to-mid size ur-
ban core city and metropolitan area that has requested a compressive assessment 
of its current public transit operation.

Proposed Scope of Work

The University’s Institute of Government (IOG) shall be the overall project manager 
and thereby represent the University as the primary professional service provider 
to the client.  The contract to be consummated shall be between the client and 
Jackson State University.  Any sub-contractual agreements derived as a result of 
this response and evaluation of qualifications shall be consummated between those 
entities and the University.

The client has engaged IOG through conversations and procurement practices 
deemed acceptable by the Federal Transit Administration through Federal regula-
tions C4220, and Section 5307.  Due to the comprehensive analysis and recom-
mendations required for the client’s transit assessment, IOG has deemed it appro-
priate to engage the professional transit experience of firms and or individuals to 
assist/partner in this endeavor.

In summary perspective, the client detailed two specific requests: the need for an 
intermediate transit improvement and route optimization plan, and an evaluation 
and recommendation of costs, effectiveness, process and challenges of creating a 
regional transit authority.

Statement of Qualifications (SOQ)

IOG is accepting Statements of Qualifications from qualified and experienced pro-
fessional planning and engineering firms, and or individual consultants with exten-
sive background in public transit planning, analysis, operational and administrative 
evaluation, and budget management and recommendations.  The Statement of 
Qualifications should include the following information:
 • Name of firm, organization, or individual and personal status in relationship to this 
SOQ
 • Summary statement of prior public transit planning or administrative experience
 • References citing prior history of public transit experience, including time and costs 
 • Capacity of the firm if so associated, or experience of the individual
 • List of at least five (5) prior client or supervisor references of work performed

Submittal

One (1) hard copy and one (1) electronic copy of a firm or individual response to 
the SOQ must be received by the Department of Purchasing and Travel at Jackson 
State University at the following physical and email address by the close of busi-
ness, 5:00 p.m., Monday November 28, 2016.  The address and email contact is 
as follows:

Jackson State University
Department of Purchasing and Travel
(Administration Tower, 4th Floor)
1400 John R. Lynch Street
PO Box 18115
Jackson, MS 39217

Email address: paula.d.nelson@jsums.edu

 The hard copy must be submitted in a sealed envelope with the firm’s or individual’s 
name, “Statement of Qualifications” and the due date clearly identified on the out-
side.  Jackson State University, at its sole discretion, reserves the right to reject 
any and all SOQ’s and to waive any informality in the proposal. The University also 
reserves the right to reject, for any reason that seems sufficient, any or all State-
ments or Qualifications in whole or in part and to waive irregularities in the State of 
Qualifications received.  All firms submitting Statement of Qualifications will receive 
a written response from the University and IOG as to which firms are selected for 
further consideration or selection.
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Help Wanted/Drivers
Drivers: Sign-On Bonus & Paid Orientation!

Low-cost Insurance 
Holiday & Vacation Pay, 401k

CDL Class-A
Call to start your career with Averitt:

855-779-2818
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS  
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

NRCS EWP DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
(GROVE PARK, PLEASANT AVENUE & NIMITZ STREET)

Jackson, Mississippi
PROJECT NO. 16B5002.901

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. CST, 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 at the City Clerk’s Office located at 219 S. President 
St., for supplying all labor, materials and equipment as required under the plans 
and specifications for the construction of NRCS EWP Drainage Improvements 
(Grove Park, Pleasant Avenue & Nimitz Street), City Project No. 16B5002.901. 
Please address envelope to City Clerk, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205.

The entire project must be completed within (120) calendar days.  The contract will 
be subject to liquidated damages in the amount Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) 
per calendar day for each consecutive calendar day in which the contract time is 
exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an equal business 
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a precondition to selec-
tion, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s 
Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded 
an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact the office of Economic Development at (601) 
960-1856. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of 
the Program are available at 200 South President Street, Warren Hood Building, 
Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
 
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and 
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, 
initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract 
with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the 
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment 
opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders 
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or 
disability in consideration for an award.

Specifications and Proposals forms are on file and open to public inspection on the 
4th floor (Engineering Division) of the Warren Hood Building located at 200 South 
President Street, Jackson, MS 39205. One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifications, 
and Contract Documents may be procured from Crown Engineering, PLLC, upon 
payment of $100.00 dollars, which will not be refunded. Please contact Calvin 
Dean, PE, at (601) 713-4346 for directions or any additional information for pro-
curement of plans and specifications. The Standard Specifications adopted by the 
City Council may be procured from the Department of Public Works, if desired 
upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specification.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on November 22, 2016, at 2:00 P.M. local time, 
in the 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other 
interested parties are encouraged to attend.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of re-
sponsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establishing its 
classification as to the value and type of construction on which it is authorized to 
bid. Each bidder must deposit with its proposal, a bid bond or certified check in an 
amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid for the work, payable to the City 
of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond each 
in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount awarded. 
Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Performance Bonds 
must file with each bond a certified and effective dated copy of their power of at-
torney.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City of 
Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each bidder 
shall write its certificate of responsibility number on the outside of the sealed enve-
lope containing its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any 
and all informalities

Jerriot Smash Marshand Crisler 
Interim Director Interim Chief Administrative Department of Public Works Of-
ficer

Terry Williamson 
Legal Counsel 
Department of Public Works 

11/10/2016, 11/17/2016

Attention:

I, Johnny Johnson, am making a public inquiry into the whereabouts of 
Sonet Womack Johnson. She and I were unsuccessfully married for a 
short time many years ago and I have been relentlessly searching for her 
to obtain a divorce. I have not the slightest idea of where she may be but 
she has been missing for a very long time. If anyone knows the where-
abouts of Sonet Womack Johnson please contact me at (504) 295-4810 
or my email address johnnymarie54@gmail.com. 

Johnny Johnson

10/27/2016 11/03/2016 11/10/2016 11/17/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD A SPECIAL MEETING OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2016, AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE AN-
DREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD 
BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

     A. NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2016-37, REQUEST BY: CENTURY CONSTRUCTION/
HELM PLACE III, LLC (APPLICANT: STUART POVALL) TO DEMOL-
ISH EXISTING STRUCTURES FOR FUTURE HOMES TO BE CON-
STRUCTED IN THEIR PLACE IN   MULTIPLE LOCATIONS , IN THE 
FARISH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2016-38, REQUEST BY: CENTURY CONSTRUC-
TION/HELM PLACE III, LLC (APPLICANT: STUART POVALL) TO 
CONTSRUCT 70 NEW HOMES FOR PHASE III OF THE DEVEL-
OPMENT LOCATED IN MULTIPLE LOCATIONS., IN THE FARISH 
STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

II. OTHER  ITEMS

III. ADJOURN
11/17/2016, 11/24/2016



If you or a loved one had an Essure® permanent
birth control device implanted and su	ered from
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•Device Migration

•Uterine or Fallopian Tube Perforation
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•Pain, Heavy Metal Toxicity or Other Serious Side E�ects

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION!

Call Attorney �omas W. Brock
McComb, MS  800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Attorney’s Fee unless you make a recovery.
Free background information available upon request.
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

HOUSEBOAT FOR SALE - 1969
DRIFTER. 12 ft x 44 ft. Steel hull with cat-
walks. New bottom in 2010. No genera-
tor. Needs new blackwater tank and toilet.
Good old boat but is definitely a fixer-
upper! Located in Ridgeland on Barnett
Reservoir.  $2,500. No owner financing.
Pics available. Text or call: 601-503-
6738. 

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Train at home for a career working
with Medical Billing and Insurance
Claims. Online training can get you
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

ENTRY LEVEL HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR CAREER. Get Trained - Get
Certified - Get Hired! Bulldozers,
Backhoes and Excavators. Immediate life-
time job placement. VA benefits.  1-866-
362-6497.
LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com 

PAYING TOO MUCH FOR SR-22 or
similar high-risk car insurance? Call
NOW to see how we could save you
money today! 1-800-715-5295

GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
(FREE!) with Choice All-Included
Package. $60/mo for 24 months.  No
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-215-
6713
DISH NETWORK - NEW FLEX PACK.
Select the Channels You Want. FREE
Installation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24
months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a
month. CALL 1-800-319-2526

DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT CHIL-
DREN, $125. Includes name change
and property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-733-
7165, call us toll FREE 24/7.
NEED LEGAL REPRESENTATION? We
can help with your new personal injury,
DUI, criminal defense, divorce or bank-
ruptcy case. 888-641-7560
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain,
arthritis? Recent Medicare / health cover-
age changes may benefit you! Products
are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
1-800-307-7855.
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493
OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  Only
4.8 pounds and FAA approved for air
travel!  May be covered by medicare.
Call  for FREE info kit:  888-964-0893

STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

C o m p u t e r s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e

A d o p t i o n I n s u r a n c e

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

B o a t s

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

Week of November 13

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

Advertising
Solutions

That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Every week your business is not advertising in newspapers
is a snack instead of a full course meal. The message of a
new study, conducted by effectiveness consultancy Bench-
marketing for Newsworks, claims that advertising with
newspapers increases overall revenue return on invest-
ment by three times! Rufus Olins, chief executive at News-
works, said: “Advertisers who want the best return on their
investment should study this data. It is clear that newspaper
brands boost other media as well as performing a powerful
role in their own right.” So, shake a leg and gobble up the
advantages of advertising in newspapers.

Regional Newspaper Print Ad Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900
2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350

3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100

Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Print and Digital Ad Rates Available.

Mississippi Press Services
To order your regional or statewide advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060.

Every week your business is not advertising in newspapers
is a snack instead of a full course meal. The message of a
new study, conducted by effectiveness consultancy Bench-
marketing for Newsworks, claims that advertising with
newspapers increases overall revenue return on invest-
ment by three times! Rufus Olins, chief executive at News-
works, said: “Advertisers who want the best return on their
investment should study this data. It is clear that newspaper
brands boost other media as well as performing a powerful
role in their own right.” So, shake a leg and gobble up the
advantages of advertising in newspapers.

Regional Newspaper Print Ad Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900
2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350

3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100

Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Print and Digital Ad Rates Available.

Mississippi Press Services
To order your regional or statewide advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060.

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6
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NOTICE 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS BY THE OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI FOR PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICES 
FOR THE CITY OF JACKSON 

The Office of the City Attorney is soliciting proposals from qualified at-
torneys licensed in the State of Mississippi to provide public defender ser-
vices in the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 

The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the Request for Pro-
posals and the Eligibility Guidelines. It is available for public inspection at 
the City of Jackson’s Office of the City Clerk. 

Please note, as a pre-condition to selection, every contractor, bidder or of-
fer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) 
Plan Application with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions 
of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance. 
Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application, EBO Program, the 
MBE/FBE Directory and the MBE/FBE Certification Affidavit are available 
at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi. 

All proposals must be sealed and plainly marked on the outside of the 
envelope: Proposal for Public Defender Services. 

Proposals are due at the Office of the City Clerk, 200 S. President Street, 
Jackson, M ississippi, no later than 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 6, 
2016. 

Proposal packets wiII be opened on Tuesday, December 6, 2016 at 3:30 
p.m. in the Council Chamber at City Hall, 219 South President Street. 

The contract to manage the Public Defender Office will be awarded to the 
Respondent determined by the City of Jackson to be the best Respondent 
utilizing the criteria set forth in the Information for Respondents. 

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals for 
any reason at any time prior to execution of a contract with the Respondent 
selected by the City of Jackson to manage the Public Defender Office; to 
waive any and all informalities in the process; and to hold all Proposals for 
examination for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days. 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 

11/10/2016, 11/17/2016



ATHENS, Greece – Drawing 
a broad lesson from the elec-
tion of Donald Trump, Presi-
dent Barack Obama said Tues-
day that world leaders need to 
pay attention to people’s very 
real fears of economic dislo-
cation and inequality in the 
midst of globalization.

“The more aggressively and 
effectively we deal with those 
issues, the less those fears 
may channel themselves into 
counterproductive approaches 
that can pit people against 
each other,” Obama said as he 
opened the last foreign tour of 
his presidency.

Obama, in a joint news 
conference with Greek Prime 
Minister Alexis Tsipras, said 
that both Trump’s election and 
the British vote to leave the 
European Union reflected the 
need to deal with “people’s 
fears that their children won’t 
do as well as they have.”

“Sometimes people just feel 
as if we want to try something 
and see if we can shake things 
up,” Obama said.

The president seemed skep-
tical that “the new prescrip-
tions being offered” would 
satisfy the frustrations and 
anger evident in the election. 
And he played a bit of defense, 
saying that his agenda over the 
past eight years had dealt with 
economic issues head on and 
“the country’s indisputably 
better off.”

Obama added pointedly that 
some of the rhetoric seen in 
the elections was “pretty trou-
bling and not necessarily con-
nected to the facts.”

Tsipras, for his part, said he 
had refrained from rushing to 
criticizing Trump as some oth-
er European leaders had done, 
saying that the Republican’s 
“aggressive manner” as a can-
didate might be different as 

president.
He predicted that “in the 

near future not much is going 
to change in the relations be-
tween the EU, Greece and the 
United States of America.”

Tsipras added that it was 
one thing to criticize Trump 
during the campaign and an-
other thing now Trump will be 
a “major player” in the world.

Obama’s visit sparked large 
protests in central Athens, 
prompting Greek riot police to 
use tear gas and stun grenades 
to disperse about 3,000 left-
wing marchers after they tried 
to enter an area declared off-
limits to demonstrators. No in-
juries or arrests were reported.

The last sitting president to 
visit Greece was Bill Clinton 
in 1999. His visit, during the 
height of U.S. intervention 
in the wars ensuing from the 
breakup of Yugoslavia, was 
marked with extensive violent 
demonstrations.

Well removed from Tuesday 
night’s violence, Greek Presi-
dent Prokopis Pavlopoulos 
played host at an evening din-
ner for Obama at the presiden-
tial mansion. In brief remarks, 
Obama quoted Pericles and 
offered a toast: “To the virtues 
and values that unite us across 
a broad sea, may the Greeks 
and Americans always be there 
for each other, as partners, as 
compatriots, brothers, sisters – 
stin ygeia sas, cheers.”

The president earlier offered 
the Greeks reassuring words 
about the U.S. commitment to 
NATO, saying Democratic and 
Republican administrations 
alike recognize the importance 
of the alliance to the trans-At-
lantic relationship.

Obama told Pavlopoulos at a 
morning meeting that a strong 
NATO is of “utmost impor-
tance” and would provide 
“significant continuity even as 
we see a transition in govern-
ment in the United States.”

Pavlopoulos, for his part, 
thanked Obama for U.S. sup-
port of the Greek people in a 
time of social and economic 
crisis, and said he was confi-
dent that Trump “will continue 
on the same path.”

Trump’s election has gen-
erated significant unease in 
Europe because of his tough 
talk during the campaign sug-
gesting the U.S. might pull out 
of the NATO alliance if other 
countries don’t pay more.

Obama’s reassurances re-
flect an attempt to ease the 
deep concerns about Trump 
and the future of America’s 
treaty alliances. Yet they may 
be greeted with skepticism: 
For months throughout the 
campaign, Obama repeatedly 
assured world leaders in public 
and private that Trump would 
not be elected, only to see him 
emerge victorious from last 
week’s election.

In his meeting with Tsip-
ras, Obama offered a welcome 
message of support for the 
Greeks as they struggle with 
both economic woes and a 
huge influx of refugees.

Obama pledged to keep 
pressing his view that “auster-
ity alone cannot deliver pros-
perity and that it is going to be 
important both with respect to 
debt relief and other accom-
modative strategies to help the 
Greek people in this period of 
adjustment.”

On Wednesday, he is sched-
uled to tour the Acropolis and 
give a major speech about de-
mocracy and globalization be-
fore flying on to Berlin.

From Germany, Obama will 
travel to Peru for an Asian 
economic summit before re-
turning to Washington on Sat-
urday.

Obama said he was looking 
forward to visiting the Acrop-
olis because “if you come to 
Greece you’ve got to do a little 
bit of sightseeing.”

WASHINGTON – Will 
Donald Trump remake school 
lunches into his fast-food fa-
vorites of burgers and fried 
chicken when he’s president?

Children grumbling about 
healthier school meal rules 
championed by first lady Mi-
chelle Obama may have rea-
son to cheer Trump’s election 
as the billionaire businessman 
is a proud patron of Kentucky 
Fried Chicken and McDonald’s 
while promising to curb federal 
regulations.

The Obama administration 
has made healthier, safer and 
better labeled food a priority in 
the last eight years, significant-
ly raising the profile of food 
policy and sometimes drawing 
the ire of Republicans, farmers 
and the food industry. The first 
lady made reducing childhood 
obesity one of her signature is-
sues through her “Let’s Move” 
campaign.

In addition to the healthier 
school meal rules, the admin-
istration ushered a sweeping 
food safety law through Con-
gress, pushed through several 
new food labeling regulations, 
started to phase out trans fats, 
added calorie labels to menus 
and suggested new limits on 
sodium in packaged foods. The 
White House has also fended 

off efforts in the Republican 
Congress to trim the nation’s 
food stamp program.

“Food advocates are already 
nostalgic for the Obama era 
and will be playing defense for 
the next four years,” says Sam 
Kass, a former White House 
senior adviser on nutrition and 
personal chef for the Obamas.

A look at some of the food 
regulations that could be 
scrapped – or tweaked – in the 
new administration:

Making School Meals 
Great Again

Trump himself hasn’t 
weighed in on school meal 
regulations. But Republicans, 
school nutrition directors and 

some in the food industry have 
balked at parts of the adminis-
tration’s rules that set stricter 
fat, sugar and sodium limits, 
among other standards, on 
foods in the lunch line and be-
yond. While many students and 
schools have now gotten used 
to the healthier foods, some 
still complain that the stan-
dards are costly and difficult to 
meet.

“I would be very surprised 
if we don’t see some major 
changes on the school lunch 
program” and some other food 
issues, said Rep. Robert Ader-
holt of Alabama, the Repub-
lican chairman of the House 
subcommittee that oversees 

Agriculture Department spend-
ing.

Aderholt, who sits on 
Trump’s agriculture advisory 
committee, says the Obama 
administration’s approach was 
“activist driven” and people 
who voted for Trump are look-
ing for a more common-sense 
approach.

Legislation is pending in 
both the House and Senate to 
revise some of the standards, 
and will likely be considered 
again next year. USDA could 
also make some changes on its 
own.

One of many names that 
have been floated as a possible 
agriculture secretary is Sid 
Miller, the Texas Agriculture 
Commissioner who repealed 
a state ban on deep fryers and 
soda machines at schools. Mill-
er recently got in trouble when 
he used a profanity on Twitter 
to describe Democrat Hillary 
Clinton; he blamed a staffer 
and the tweet was deleted.

The Food Police
In September, the Trump 

campaign pitched rolling back 
food safety regulations in a fact 
sheet, arguing they are burden-
some to farmers and criticizing 
increased inspections of food 
manufacturing facilities as 
“overkill.” The sheet referred 
to the “food police” at the Food 
and Drug Administration. The 

campaign later deleted the pro-
posal from its website.

Congress passed new food 
safety regulations in 2010, a 
year after a salmonella out-
break linked to a Georgia 
peanut company killed nine 
people. Michael Taylor, former 
FDA deputy commissioner for 
foods who oversaw the food 
safety rules, says it wouldn’t be 
popular with consumers to roll 
them back.

“Consumers are only getting 
more focused on safety, health 
and wellness,” Taylor says.

Trump himself is a self-pro-
fessed germaphobe who prefers 
eating at fast-food restaurants 
because he believes they have 
higher food safety standards.

Food Stamps
Congressional Republicans 

have been examining food 
stamps since the program’s 
cost grew to almost $80 billion 
annually after the recession. 
Participation and costs have 
dipped since its 2013 high, but 
conservatives have suggested 
tightening eligibility standards 
or increasing work require-
ments. House Speaker Paul 
Ryan has for years championed 
an overhaul to the program.

Democrats in the Senate 
have consistently objected 
to any changes, and will still 
wield influence. But they won’t 
have the backing of a Demo-

cratic White House.
Other Food Policy
Many other laws are either 

already in place or close to 
it, including a revised “nutri-
tion facts” panel on the back 
of food packages, with a new 
line breaking out added sugars, 
a labeling law for genetically 
modified foods and calorie la-
beling on restaurant and super-
market menus.

In many cases, the rules are 
a result of compromise with 
industry. Kass says that pulling 
back may just create more cost 
and uncertainty for businesses.

“Unwinding things is really 
hard, especially when most of 
them have been implemented 
and industry has moved on,” 
Kass says.

He predicts most of the 
regulations will stay, but that 
there will be little additional 
progress. Ongoing administra-
tion efforts to reduce sodium 
in food and antibiotics in meat 
could be casualties.

Margo Wootan, a lobbyist on 
nutrition issues for the Center 
for Science in the Public Inter-
est, says advocates will contin-
ue to be aggressive at the state 
and local levels, hoping change 
will bubble up.

“The public is more inter-
ested than ever in nutrition and 
will continue to press compa-
nies,” she says.

Obama: World leaders must 
heed people’s economic fears

Fast-food fan Trump could 
remake healthy school lunches

By Elena Becatoros 
and Josh Lederman
Associated Press

By Mary Clare Jalonick
Associated Press
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Former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani, (left) stands with then-Repub-
lican presidential candidate Donald Trump as he buys cookies during 
a visit to Eat’n Park restaurant in Moon Township, Pa. last month. AP 
PHOTO/EVAN VUCCI, FILE

HEALTH | NATIONAL

“I would personally like to thank everyone for their 
vote and support. I appreciate all of your prayers and 

encouragement during my election cycle. I look forward 
to serving as your Judge on the Court of Appeals.”

Latrice Westbrooks, Judge-Elect
Court of Appeals, District 2

Paid for by friends of Latrice Westbrooks.



JSU falls to Alabama A&M in final home game of season
For their last home game of the season, Jackson State University Tigers took on Alabama A&M 
Bulldogs at 2 p.m. Nov. 12, at Mississippi Veterans Memorial Stadium. The game also served as 
Senior Day and Fan Appreciation Day for JSU. The Tigers went into halftime tied at 17-17 with 
the Bulldogs, but in the end, JSU lost with the final score of 27-20. This weekend, Nov. 19,
JSU heads to Alcorn State University to face the SWAC defending champions.

PHOTOS BY KEVIN ROBINSON

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 17NOVEMBER 17 - 23, 2016



BOOK REVIEW:
“ELLA FITZGERALD”
BYSTÉPHANE OLLIVER, ILLUSTRATED BY RÉMI
  COURGEON, TRANSLATED BY PENELOPE 
  STANLEY-BAKER, NARRATED BY JOHN CHANCER
  C.2016, MOONLIGHT PUBLISHING
  $22.99 / $30.99 CANADA  •  28 PAGES, 1 CD

Ruth Negga was born in Addis Ababa on Jan. 7, 
1982 to an Irish mother and Ethiopian father. An 
only child, Ruth was raised in Limerick, Ireland from 
the age of 4, and attended Trinity College in Dublin 
where she earned a bachelor’s degree in acting.

Her body of work spans award-winning theatre 
productions, big-screen dramas, independent films, 
and innovative television series. She won the Irish 
Film & Television Academy Award for Best Actress 
for her portrayal of legendary singer Shirley Bassey 
in the telefilm Shirley.

Ruth made her stage debut in Lolita at Dublin’s 
Abbey Theatre. Her extensive theatre credits include 
Duck at London’s Royal Court Theatre, for which 
she received an Olivier Award nomination; Playboy 
of the Western World, at The Old Vic; Hamlet, at the 
National Theatre; Phaedre, also at the National The-
atre, for which was honored with the Ian Charleson 
Award, given annually to young classical stage ac-
tors in Britain; Oedipus Loves You, at the Peter Pan 
Theatre; Lay Me Down Softly, The Crucible, The 
Bacchae, and Burial at Thebes, all at the Abbey The-
atre; and, at the Project Theatre, Titus Andronicus, for 
which she received the Irish Times Award for Best 
Actress.

Here, Ruth talks about her latest outing as Mildred 
Loving in Loving, the biopic/courtroom drama about 
the couple who took their challenge of the state of 
Virginia’s law against interracial marriage all the way 
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Kam Williams: Hi Ruth. thanks for the interview.
Ruth Negga: Oh, hi Kam. How are you?
KW: Great! And you?
RN: I’m not bad. Not too bad at all, now.
KW: I loved the film and both your and Joel Edg-

erton’s performances.
RN: Oh, thank you!
KW: What interested you in Loving?
RN: That’s a good question. Let me try to give 

you a concise answer. I basically fell in love with 
Mildred and Richard [Loving, the main characters]. 
I thought they were an extraordinary couple whose 
love just seemed so apparent. To be honest with you, 
Jeff’s [writer/director Jeff Nichols] script was such a 
beautiful reflection of these human beings that I re-
ally wanted to spend time with them.

KW: What convinced Jeff Nichols to trust such an 
American story in the hands of leads from Australia 
and from Ireland by way of Ethiopia? Had you ever 
heard of the Supreme Court case, Loving v. Virginia?

RN: Yes, but I don’t think that being an expert in 
the Loving case is what would qualify me to play 
Mildred. Do you know what I mean?

KW: Yes.
RN: I think my job is to be a chameleon and to 

disappear, so I don’t think my being Irish and Ethio-
pian should prohibit me from playing Mildred at all. 
I believe that what should matter more is my skill set 
and my willingness to work.

KW: This is very intimate film, with a quiet chem-
istry generated between you and Joel via looks and 
tender touches. Had you two worked together before? 
How long did you get to rehearse with each other?

RN: Well, Jeff doesn’t rehearse. He casts quite in-
stinctively. In this case, I think he knew he was cast-
ing two actors who would be willing to work very 
hard. I did audition for him, and I think he was im-
pressed with the extent to which I’d prepared for that. 
The thing is, he wanted people who could embody 
this couple, not mimic them. I believe Jeff just trusted 
us both as actors to do our jobs individually. And we 
both professed such love for this couple that he was 
confident that we’d try as hard as possible to recreate 
their love and their chemistry. He also knew, intrinsi-
cally, that we were two actors who don’t act in isola-

tion but very much rely on other actors. And Joel and 
I both very much felt that this was something that we 
could do as an ensemble.

KW: When I saw the film, I thought that this was 
the first time I’d seen you. Then, when I looked at 
your resume, I realized I’d seen you in World War 
Z, in Of Mind and Music, in Jimi and in a few other 
productions. So, that shows how much you do disap-
pear into a role. I was very impressed. I had no idea 
you weren’t American.

RN: Wow! that’s a lovely thing to say. Thank you!
KW: Editor/Legist Patricia Turnier asks: How did 

you prepare to play Mildred? What research did you 
need to conduct to capture the character accurately?

RN: Great question, Patricia! Luckily, Nancy 
Buirski had made the documentary, The Loving 
Story, for HBO. She first found out about Mildred 
Loving by reading her obituary. Being the excellent 
documentarian that she is, she then began digging 
and doing research, and she found archival footage 
which had been discarded that was originally intend-
ed for a contemporary documentary. And she created 
a documentary about this couple, weaving footage 
into it. So, I basically studied that and all the archival 
footage that we could find. The Loving Story was re-
ally a gift, because it let me sort of unlock Mildred, 
her physicality, the way she spoke, the timbre, tone 
and pitch of her voice, the way she moved, and the 
way she was with Richard, her kids, and the rest of 
her family.

KW: What message do you think people will take 
away from the film?

RN: I don’t know what people will take away from 
the film, but I would hope they take away the idea 
that it’s very important that we don’t forget those in 
history who might have been quiet agitators, people 
who might have changed the world in a way which 
was unexpected. And that should remind us that we 
all have the capacity to do that. Even if you think that 
you don’t, this couple proves otherwise.

Kam Williams can be reached at kam_williams@
hotmail.com.

Growing up is hard.
Sad, but true: you might 

have to go through disappoint-
ments. Other kids might call you 
names or pick on you. Things 
won’t always go your way, but 
the good news is that your par-
ents will help you through the 
bad times and, as you’ll see in 
the new book “Ella Fitzgerald” 
by Stéphane Olliver, illustrated 
by Rémi Courgeon, you’ll also 
have yourself to rely on.

Born in Virginia in April 
1917, Ella Fitzgerald was just a 

little girl when her parents split. 
Hoping to find a job, her mother 
took little Ella to New York, 
where they settled with family; 
she married again and Ella soon 
became a big sister.

Life was good then, but it still 
wasn’t easy. Most of the people 
in her neighborhood – and there 
were lots of them, from many 
cultures – were poor. Ella’s 
family was, too, but Ella was 
a happy kid who loved to play 
baseball with the boys, and she 
took odd jobs after school to 
help earn money for her family.

While she was doing that, she 

began to get a “real taste for… 
music.” She loved to listen to 
it on the radio: Duke Elling-
ton, blues and ballads were all 
her favorites. Ella liked to sing 
along and she became “the star 
of the school choir.” When she 
wasn’t singing, she was dancing 
but Ella never thought she was 
any good.

Even so, everybody enjoyed 
watching her and she became 
locally famous for her fancy 
footwork. She wanted to be a 
professional dancer, but the one 
time she entered a contest, she 
got scared: the act before her 

was very talented, and she knew 
she’d never win against them. 
So when Ella got onstage, she 
opened her mouth and did the 
other thing she was known for: 
she sang.

People loved it, and they 
loved her but it didn’t last. Ella 
was homeless for a while after 
her mother died. She had a hard 
time getting hired, too, but she 
persevered until Chick Webb, a 
Harlem bandleader, finally saw 
Ella’s talent.

And that talent? You can still 
listen to it today.

It’s difficult to decide what to 

love best about “Ella Fitzger-
ald.”

The first thing your child will 
see, obviously, is the book. It’s 
small enough that it won’t scare 
anyone off, but big enough to 
give a kid a comprehensive bi-
ography. Author Stéphane Olliv-
er hits the highlights of Fitzger-
ald’s life, and illustrator Rémi 
Courgeon nicely mixes colorful 
artwork with authentic photo-
graphs.

The other half of this book is 
hidden inside its front cover: a 
CD of its words, read by John 
Chancer, with music by Fitzger-

ald wrapped around the narra-
tive. You get the book, and thir-
teen songs, which allows your 
child to follow along with the 
story and listen to blues, scat, 
and bebop.

For kids ages 8 to 12, that 
makes this a book they’ll en-
joy in more ways than one, 
and it makes this an excellent 
gift. Reading the book will be 
quick; loving “Ella Fitzgerald: 
First Discovery Music” won’t 
be hard.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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Interview
Ruth’s Truth!

Ruth Negga  •  The “Loving” Interview

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Ruth Nega plays Mildred Loving in Loving. 



ENTERTAINMENT

Sci-fi ‘Arrival’ won’t disappoint

Rickey Smiley For Real 
returns for new season

Nearly 40 years ago, “Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind” 
set the bar very high for sci-fi 
films that eschewed convention-
al all-out action sequences and 
garnered their strength from im-
mense suspense, evocative visu-
als and mind-numbing mystery. 
“Arrival” is in that same elite 
category. Brainy. Intense. Scary. 
It joins a very exclusive club.

The source material for this en-
deavor is the science-fiction short 
story by Ted Chiang, “Story of 
Your Life,” which was published 
in 1998 and won a Nebula Award 
for Best Novella in 2000. That 
award is given out by the Sci-
ence Fiction and Fantasy Writers 
of America (SFWA), which veri-
fies this story’s geeky pedigree. It 
was up to executive producer and 
screenwriter Eric Heisserer (“Fi-
nal Destination 5”) to turn Chi-
ang’s lofty thoughts on language, 
linguistics and cognitive science, 
as they pertain to the worldview 
of people or aliens in this case, 
into a cohesive screenplay that 
uses a very scrambled method 
of storytelling to disseminate the 
plot and characters.

Aliens arrive in massive float-
ing vertical pods that land in 
12 locations around the world. 
They actually float just above 
the ground astounding govern-
ments, the military and all who 
gaze. Dr. Louise Banks (Amy 
Adams), a noted linguistics pro-
fessor, is asked to head a team 
that will try to communicate with 
the interlopers. She is helped by 

the physicist Ian Donnelly (Jer-
emy Renner) and guided by the 
military Colonel Weber (Forrest 
Whitaker), the latter being very 
intent on making a quick connec-
tion with the aliens or possibly 
annihilating them before anyone 
has ascertained why they’ve ven-
tured to earth.

Dressed in orange hazmat 
suits, and looking quite strange 
themselves, the earthlings head 
into the tall cylinder day after 
day, hoping to communicate 
with a being that does not speak 
in linear terms, sentences or eas-
ily discernible patterns. Banks 
is having a tough time making a 
breakthrough.

The government is losing pa-
tience with the whole endeavor. It 

has occurred to everyone that the 
planet may suffer grave conse-
quences beyond anyone’s imagi-
nation if a meeting of the minds 
is not imminent. Also, world 
leaders are antsy and are pointing 
fingers at each other, especially 
the Russians and Chinese. Banks: 
“I know something is going to 
happen.”

Chiang’s novella is not for the 
casual reader. It is complex, told 
in bits and pieces, in the past, 
present and future. Heisserer’s 
ingenious script lays out all the 
plot pieces as coherently as pos-
sible, but it is the brilliant work 
and guidance by Quebec director 
Denis Villeneuve, the A-list film-
maker of the thriller “Prisoners” 
and the crime/drama/thriller “Si-

cario,” that takes this far-fetched 
and heady sci-fi story to another 
stratosphere.

Villeneuve turns the Banks 
character, who is tasked with a 
near impossible mission, into 
an everywoman that audiences 
will root for. Her exceedingly 
slow and minimal progress, day 
after day, becomes tedious and 
disheartening. By the time she 
makes minimal advances with 
the unearthly guests, it’s so dra-
matic it’s as if she has discovered 
the cure for cancer. The intensity 
of her attempted accomplish-
ments, under the threat of the mil-
itary taking harsh measures, is so 
nerve-racking at times your heart 
will stop, then rev up, then stop, 
then rev up, over and over again.

Add in the unfathomable visu-
als of an alien being that defies 
anything any viewer has ever 
seen and the sojourn Banks takes 
you on becomes so mind-bog-
gling, even the most hardened 
sci-fi fans will be impressed. 
Credit production designer Pa-
trice Vermette (“Sicario”), su-
pervising art director Isabelle 
Guay (“The Revenant”) and set 
decorators Paul Hotte (“300”) 
and André Valade for visuals that 
leave indelible impressions. All 
the aforementioned will likely re-
ceive Oscar nominations for their 
tech contributions.

The weight of this film is clear-
ly also on the shoulders of Amy 
Adams, who let’s the character 
revel in strengths and attributes 
that are often associated with 
mothering. Patience. Persever-
ance. Understanding when no 
one else can. The story is writ-
ten and directed by men, but the 
themes are very feminist. Banks 
grapples with a force that is 
mightier than anything anyone 
has every imagined. At the same 
time she is dealing with an in-
ner conflict she can’t understand 
that has to do with her daughter. 
That intimate seed is a very per-
sonalizing device that claws at 
Banks’ soul. Chiang created this 
dilemma in his short story, and it 
augments this very intellectual, 
science-heavy movie, adding a 
very sensitive and humane under-
current.

The cast is filled out with Jere-
my Renner as Banks’ partner and 
fellow decipherer who believes 
in her when all others have aban-

doned her investigation methods. 
Whittaker, as the sledgehammer 
over her head, adds to the blister-
ing pressure of the situation.

Jóhann Jóhannsson’s (Sicario) 
mesmerizing score intensifies 
the drama at every turn. Editor 
Joe Walker (“12 Years A Slave,” 
“Sicario”) is not afraid to let 
the footage run long enough to 
tell the complex story. Bradford 
Young (“Selma,” “A Most Vio-
lent Year”) lights crucial interior 
scenes perfectly, positions the 
camera in the most opportune 
places on the countryside that 
surrounds the space ship and 
makes scenes of the pods floating 
precariously above the earth look 
like ominous vehicles of mass de-
struction.

If you’re up for a sci-fi thriller 
that expects you to think outside 
of the box, you won’t be disap-
pointed. Don’t be dismayed if 
you can’t grasp every plot point 
quickly and easily. The images 
you see and things you hear need 
time to ruminate and be savored.

At the end of two hours and 
five riveting minutes you may 
feel your brainpower has been 
tested. Don’t worry. That’s what 
mind-numbing, science fic-
tion will do to you. That’s what 
“Close Encounters” did to audi-
ences almost 40 years ago.

Dwight Brown is a film critic 
and travel writer. As a film critic, 
he regularly attends international 
film festivals including Cannes, 
Sundance, Toronto and the Amer-
ican Black Film Festival. Read 
more movie reviews at Dwight-
BrownInk.com.

Season three of Rickey Smi-
ley For Real returned to TV 
One with more drama, more 
conflict and more funny on 
Nov. 15. While Rickey Smiley 
continues to struggle to main-
tain his sanity by juggling his 
hectic business, family and 
personal schedules, the show 
also follows the hilarity and 
hi-jinx of his family and co-
workers.

Aaryn, Smiley’s youngest 
daughter, has moved to Bogota, 
Colombia because her mother 
received a promotion. The 
family travels to visit and se-
crets are revealed. Meanwhile, 
Da Brat, who is now an artist 
manager, tries to get her first 
act signed – a temperamental 
rapper named Cornbread. She 
meets with record labels, art-
ists and her mentor Jermaine 
Dupri, and quickly learns that 
being an artist was a lot easier 
than managing one.

Gary with da Tea is on a mis-
sion to host his own talk show. 
Focused on his goal, he meets 
with TV producers and tries 
to persuade them, as well as 
the morning show, to see his 
vision. When a co-host is rec-
ommended to complement his 
show persona, Gary auditions 
Porsha Williams, Tiny and 
Derek J among other personali-
ties, in his quest to be the next 
big daytime talk show host.

Finally, while Smiley begins 
to reconcile with his estranged 

nephew Craig, his relationship 
with his oldest son, Brandon, 
has become so strained that 
they haven’t communicated 
with each other in months. 
Both men are being stubborn 
about the situation, and it will 
take a tremendous effort from 
his family, the morning show 
crew and the family therapist 
to try to get them back together.

Rickey Smiley For Real re-
turned after posting a strong 
increase in audience tune-in. 
During season two, the show 
was No.1 in its time period 
on ad-supported cable among 
blacks: persons 25-54, women 
25-54 and persons 18-49. It 
also reached 3 million total 
unique viewers.

As a much-loved comedian, 
television host of Dish Nation 
and top-rated nationally syndi-
cated radio personality of The 

Rickey Smiley Morning Show, 
Smiley rose to superstardom 
after igniting his 25-year ca-
reer serving as opening act for 
industry titans such as Steve 
Harvey, George Wallace and 
Carl Strong. 

Throughout his career trajec-
tory, Smiley has been one of 
the industry’s most towering 
forces in building an impres-
sive empire that has landed 
him preeminent roles on radio, 
television, film and on-stage 
performances.

For more information on TV 
One’s Rickey Smiley For Real, 
visit the network’s YouTube 
Channel and website at www.
tvone.tv. Viewers can also join 
the conversation by connect-
ing via social media on Twit-
ter, Instagram and Facebook 
(@tvonetv) using the hash tag 
#RICKEYSMILEYFORREAL.

By Dwight Brown
NNPA Newswire Film Critic

By Michael H. Cottman
Urban News Service
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ATLANTA – Reruns of 
“The Cosby Show” are return-
ing to television, even as the 
comedian’s sexual assault trial 
looms next year.

Bounce TV announced in 
social media posts that it will 
resume airing reruns of the 
1980s sitcom Dec. 19.

Atlanta-based Bounce, pro-
grammed for black audiences, 
says it takes the allegations 
against Cosby “seriously,” but 

says its research shows Afri-
can Americans “see a distinc-
tion between Bill Cosby, the 
man, and the iconic TV char-
acter Cliff Huxtable.”

The announcement has 
drawn criticism from some, 
including Judd Apatow. The 
director and producer tweeted 
Tuesday, “Presenting a violent 
rapist to viewers like he is a 
lovable dad is inappropriate.”

In July 2015, Bounce pulled 
reruns of the comedian’s CBS 

sitcom “Cosby.” Other net-
works – including TV Land 
and Centric – dropped “The 
Cosby Show” after the sexual 
assault allegations began in 
2014.

The 79-year-old Cosby has 
pleaded not guilty to the sexu-
al assault charge in Pennsylva-
nia, where he is scheduled to 
go on trial by June. He has also 
denied some of the allegations 
of unwanted sexual contact 
from dozens of other women.

Associated Press

Bounce TV to bring back ‘Cosby Show’ reruns

Arrival stars Forest Whitaker and Amy Adams. PHOTO PARAMOUNT PICTURES

Rickey Smiley fans can catch up on the comedian’s crazy family life as 
the next season of his reality show begins. PHOTO TVONE
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

SOLD  IN  TWO  PACK  WHOLE 

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

99¢

USDA  CHOICE

RIBEYE
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$999

FRESH

BAKING
HENS

PER  LB.

99¢

TWIN  PACK  FRESH

PORK    
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$189

SAVE  ON

DOMINO
SUGAR

4  LB.  BAG

2/$4

SAVE  ON

HELLMANN'S
MAYONNAISE

30  OZ.

$399

SAVE  ON  RED  DIAMOND

TEA
GALLON  JUG ............................... 

2/$5
LAND  O  LAKES  REG./UNSALTED

BUTTER
1  LB.  ...................................... 

2/$6
KRAFT  SHREDDED

CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. ................................... 

2/$4
KRAFT  PHILADELPHIA  CREAM

CHEESE 
8  OZ.  ....................................... 

2/$3
TROPICANA  ORANGE

ORANGE  JUICE
59  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$6
SAVE  ON  PILLSBURY

PIE  CRUST
2  CT.  ....................................... 

2/$5
COOL  WHIP  DESSERT

TOPPINGS
8  OZ.  ....................................... 

4/$5
SELECT  EDWARD'S

PIES
23.5 - 34  OZ.  .............................. 

$549

SELECT 

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
10 - 12  OZ.  ................... 

10/$10

piggly wiggly

RED  OR  GREEN

SEEDLESS  GRAPES
PER  LB.

$169

CALIFORNIA  CRISP

CELERY
STALK

$100
CALIFORNIA  ICEBURG

LETTUCE
HEAD

$119

EXTRA  LARGE  GREEN  BELL

PEPPERS 
EACH

59¢

MISSISSIPPI  GROWN  SWEET

POTATOES
POUND

2/$1

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE

EYE  OF  ROUND  
ROAST

PER  LB.

$329
COOK'S

BUTT  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$149

COOK'S

SHANK  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$129
IBP  CLEANED

PORK
CHITTERLINGS

5  LB.

$599

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

GRADE  A
TURKEYS

PER  LB.

$113
FRESH

PORK
STEAKS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$179


