
Congressman Bennie Thomp-
son cruised to victory on Elec-
tion Day just as he has done 
since 1993 to represent the Sec-
ond Congressional District for 
Mississippi. 

With 67 percent of the vote, 
Thompson beat three opponents 
for the seat. He secured 178,419 
votes compared to John Bouie’s 
77,832, Troy Ray’s 6,497 and 
Johnny McLeod’s 3,497.

He remains the only Democrat 
and African American among 
four congressmen who represent 
the Magnolia State in the U.S. 

House.
As usual, the 

Bolton native cel-
ebrated with his 
many supporters 
Tuesday eve-
ning in that small 

town. The party included lots of 
food and music as supporters 
mixed and mingled on the side-
walks and in the street.

Thompson shared why his 
support remains strong for the 
district which covers more than 
15,000 square miles and in-
cludes more than 740,000 peo-
ple. The district’s eastern border 
runs along Tunica and Leake 

counties. Alcorn State Univer-
sity, Delta State University, Mis-
sissippi Valley State University 
and Jackson State University are 
located in the Second District.

“We stress constituent servic-
es with the staff. We never meet a 
stranger. I’ve lived in the district 
my whole life. I know the people 
and I don’t have to do anything 
other than the best job possible. 
Getting to serve in Congress is 
an opportunity to broaden the ef-
forts to help people.

“As the only Democrat in the 

WASHINGTON – Conced-
ing Hillary Clinton’s staggering 
defeat, President Barack Obama 
on Wednesday said he was heart-
ened by Donald Trump’s call for 
unity after his stunning victory 
and “we are now all rooting for 
his success in uniting and leading 
the country.”

Obama spoke to reporters in the 
Rose Garden of the White House 
in a post-election ritual meant to 
signal the peaceful transition of 
power from one president to the 
next. He vowed to do all he could 
to ensure a smooth transition and 
tried to buck up Democrats still 
reeling with disappointment and 

shock.
“We all want what’s best for 

this country,” Obama said, noting 
he was encouraged by Trump’s 
election night remarks urging 
reconciliation after an especially 

bitter and long contest.
He spoke just moments after 

Hillary Clinton formally con-
ceded to Trump with a similar, 
though more emotional, appeal 
to give Trump a chance to suc-
ceed as president. The remarks 
were striking after a campaign 
in which the Democrats declared 
Trump was unfit to serve and told 
voters the future of democracy 
was riding on their choice.

An extraordinarily large num-
ber of Obama aides and advisers 
– more than a hundred in all – 
gathered to hear his statement, in-
cluding stenographers, low-level 
aides and White House Counsel 
Neil Eggleston.

The White House said Obama 
and Trump are due to meet Thurs-

day to discuss the handover of 
power and ongoing planning for 
the transition. Obama called the 
Republican in the early hours of 
the morning Wednesday to con-
gratulate him on his stunning vic-
tory, which marked a forceful re-
buke by voters to Obama’s eight 
years in office.

For Obama, handing over the 
White House to Trump is a dev-
astating blow to his legacy and 
to his hopes for leaving a lasting 
imprint on the nation’s policies. 
Trump has vowed to rip up much 
of what Obama accomplished, in-
cluding his signature health care 
law, the Iran nuclear deal and a 
painstakingly negotiated trade 
deal with Asia.

With Republican control of 

both chambers of Congress, he 
will be well positioned to make 
good on that promises.

Obama also called Clinton 
after it became clear she’d lost 
the race. The White House said 
Obama had “expressed admira-
tion for the strong campaign she 
waged throughout the country.”

It was unclear how substantive 
Obama’s call was with Trump, or 
how long it lasted, although the 
White House noted that Obama 
placed the call from his residence 
in the White House, rather than 
from the West Wing.

Trump’s campaign manager, 
Kellyanne Conway, described it 
as a “warm conversation” and a 
“gracious exchange.” She said 
Trump had missed the president’s 

original call as Trump was speak-
ing to supporters in New York, 
then called him back after leaving 
the stage.

Like Clinton and other Demo-
crats, Obama didn’t appear to 
see Trump’s victory coming. As 
he campaigned vigorously for 
Clinton in the race’s final days, 
Obama said he was confident that 
if Americans showed up to vote, 
they’d choose against electing the 
billionaire former reality TV star 
with no formal government expe-
rience.

He had also warned supporters 
in apocalyptic terms that “the fate 
of the republic” rested on Clinton 
defeating Trump on Election Day.

Associated Press writer Jill 
Colvin contributed to this report.

To say the least, disappoint-
ment was in the air during the 
Mississippi Democratic Party’s 
Young Democrats watch party 
Tuesday evening at Hal and 
Mal’s in downtown Jackson.

More than 100 supporters 
came and went at the gathering. 
By 9 p.m. most people were sit-
ting somberly at tables as the 
upsetting elections results up-
dated on the big screen.

The brightest part of the eve-
ning occurred when Hillary 
Clinton briefly passed Don-
ald Trump in electoral votes, 

but soon the shock of Clinton 
possibly losing the election be-
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Justice Jim Kitchens defeated Kenny 
Griffis on Tuesday for another eight-
year term on the Mississippi Supreme 
Court composed of nine members. 
A total of 345,830 votes were cast in 
the central district that comprises 22 
counties. Kitchens, called “the man of 
the people” by Jackson native Cheryl 
Turner, won with 185,169 votes (53.54 
percent) whereas Griffis received 160, 
661 votes (46.46 percent). 

Throughout the eve-
ning, supporters flooded 
the Red Room at Hal and 
Mal’s Restaurant at 200 
Commerce St. in down-
town Jackson. While 
mingling with each 
other, watching election 

results, and eating a hearty meal, many 
conversations focused on the Crystal 
Springs native and resident.

“He’s my best friend and he’s a good 
man. He would be a good fit for Su-
preme Court Justice,” said Hal and 
Mal’s employee Darryl Dampeer.

Poet Mel Vinnie Lockhart-Johnson 
opined, “He is indeed an honorable 
man. During his campaign I did not 
hear anything negative about his char-
acter. If he wins, I share his joy.”

“I supported Jim Kitchens in 2008. 
He’s a good-hearted man who believes 
in the people’s rights. I visualize that 
he will continue to judge fairly to make 
sure everyone gets their fair day in 
court. His campaign ran a clean race. 
They were committed and passionate 
to the end,” voiced Turner.

Referencing a clean race, Kitchens’ 
son Dan stated, “I’m proud that my fa-
ther has and will continue to run a clean 
campaign. You won’t see him running 
negative ads or defending dark-money 
groups. He has too much integrity for 

that.”
Upon arrival in the Red Room, 

Kitchens displayed his down-to-earth 
people-oriented skills with bubbling 
smiles, handshakes and hugs as he 
greeted well-wishers.

During his 11:30 p.m. victory speech 
the 73-year-old thanked his committee 
and all who volunteered in the cam-

paign. “I hope that the message to be 
learned is that magic politics just don’t 
work.” Alluding to his opponents, he 
said, “When they went low, we went 
high.”

Kitchens referred to his staff as the 
best in the business who made him feel 
good. He added, “I thank my children 
and my grandchildren and the whole 
family and people beyond 22 counties. 
I’m going to spend every day of my life 
(for the people).”

Associate Justice Kitchens earned 
his bachelor’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi in 1964 
and his juris doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi School of Law in 
1967. He was elected district attorney 
and served nine years for the Missis-
sippi counties of Copiah, Lincoln, Pike 
and Walthall in 1971, 1975 and 1979. 
Following those years of service, he 
returned to the private practice of law. 
Then in 2008 he sought and won the 
Mississippi Supreme Court slot for 
Central District, Place 3. His spouse is 
Mary Tooke Kitchens, a retired public 
school teacher. The Kitchens’ have five 
adult children.

State Supreme Court Justice 
Jim Kitchens re-elected

Local Election Results
President
Donald Trump (R) - 672,054 - 58%
Hillary Clinton (D) - 458,912 - 40%

U.S. House of 
Representatives
District 1
Trent Kelly (R/Inc.) - 202,361 - 69%
Jacob Owens (D) - 81,974 - 28%
Chase Wilson (Lib) - 6,049 - 2%
Cathy Toole (RP) -3,724 - 1%

District 2
Bennie Thompson (D / Inc.) - 178,419 - 67%
John Bouie (R) - 77,832 - 29%
Troy Ray (Ind) - 6,497 - 2%
Johnny McLeod (RP) - 3,497 - 1%

District 3
Gregg Harper (R / Inc.) - 200,995 -66%
Dennis Quinn (D) - 91,879 - 30%
Roger Gerrard - 8,422 - 3%
Laguna Sheets (RP) - 2,017 - 1%

District 4
Steven Palazzo (R/Inc) 172,274 - 65%
Mark Gladney (D) - 73,173 - 28%
Richard McCluskey (Lib) - 14,037 - 5%
Shawn O-Hara (RP) - 4,982 - 2%

Mississippi Supreme Court 
District 1
Jim Kitchens (Inc.) - 185,170- 54%
Kenny Griffis - 160,662 - 46%

District 2
Dawn Beam (Inc.) -222,156 -67%
Michael Shares - 108,133 - 33%

District 3
Bobby Chamberlain - 104,294 - 31%
John Brady - 98,075 - 29%
James Kitchens -83,675 - 25%
Steve Crampton - 50,502 - 15%

Mississippi Court 
of Appeals 
District 2
Latrice Westbrooks - 84,762 - 57%
Ceola James (Inc.) - 62,914 - 43%

District 3
Jack Wilson (Inc.) - 109,864 - 50%
Ed Hannan - 81,751- 37%
Dow Yoder - 28,864 - 13%

Hinds County 
Election Commissioner
District 1 (Runoff)
Evelyn Reed (D) - 7,653 - 44%
James Reed (D) - 5,882 - 34%
IIneva May-Pittman (D) - 3,926 - 22%

District 2
Bobbie Graves (D) - 8,916 - 50%
Toni Johnson (D) - 5,220 - 29%
Artis Johnson (D) - 3,676 - 21%

District 3
Zakiya Summers (D) - 9,426 - 65%
Jermal Clark (D) - 3,007 - 21%
Lonnie Holmes (D) - 2,160 - 15%

District 4
Yvonne Horton (D) - 10,166 - 50%
Connie Cochran (R) - 10,088 - 50%

District 5
Ebony Cooper (D) - 4,824 - 34%
Connie Little (D) - 4,281 - 30%
Ella Beecham-Green (D) -3,059 - 21%
Ronald Lattimore (D) - 2,104 - 15%

Hinds County School Board
District 1
Timothy Burnett (Ind) - 2,518 - 58%
Russell Wooten (Ind) - 1,851 - 42%

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Re-elected State Supreme Court Justice 
Jim Kitchens rejoices over his second 
eight-year victory and pledges to remain 
loyal to the people. PHOTOS BY JANICE K. 
NEAL-VINCENT

L o c k h a r t -
Johnson

The crowd at Hal and Mal’s welcomed Jim Kitchens upon his arrival. 



delegation, it gives me an opportunity to 
really step forward and get some good 
things done for the children, for our his-
torically black colleges, for minority busi-
nesses and for women as well as seniors.”

As for the hatred spewed during the 
2016 presidential election between Donald 
Trump and Hillary Clinton in comparison 
to what was revealed during President 
Barack Obama’s elections, Thompson 
said, “I thought it couldn’t get any worse 
but it has.” 

While waiting for the election results 
to come in during his campaign party, 
Thompson was optimistic Clinton would 
prevail and was looking forward to her 
presidency. 

He also had a specific message for his 
supporters.

“I thank them first of all very much. 
I won’t ever let them down. I’ll remain 
true to my commitment to making a dif-
ference,” he said. “If I’m the only voice 
out here talking about helping children, 
helping women, helping seniors, helping 
minority businesses like we are about to 
get into a contest with Continental Tire up 
here for not giving minorities business and 

sometime challenging some of my other 
elected officials who are black that they 
need to do their jobs.

“Getting re-elected gives me the plat-
form to do that.”

Benjamin McGraw of Bolton was among 
those celebrating Thompson’s win.

“Bennie Thompson is great person. I 
think so. I’ve been voting for him for the 
last 25 years,” said McGraw, referring to 
the time when Thompson was mayor and 
supervisor in Bolton.

While enjoying her meal at the campaign 
party, Ethel Kelley of Bolton also shared 
why she keeps voting for Thompson.

“Congressman Thompson will do for 
you what nobody else can,” Kelley said. 
“He’s a leader.”

Kelley has known Thompson almost her 
entire life and recalled how his mother was 
her teacher.

“We’ve been his supporters for years, 
and everything we’ve known about him is 
good,” Kelley said. “We don’t mind sup-
porting somebody who stands behind his 
word.”

Shanderia K. Posey can be reached at 
sposey@mississippilink.com.
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came apparent.
“I cannot believe the number of peo-

ple who share the same view as Donald 
Trump,” said Sherron Day of Jackson who 
had worked on Clinton’s campaign for 
five months. She also assisted with Barack 
Obama’s re-election campaign.

Day described Trump’s views as “deep-
seated hatred, bigotry and mysogynistic.”

“It makes me sad,” she said. 
Day actually left Mississippi at age 18 

and recently returned 20-something years 
later. She knows people from all ethnicities 
and cultures and strives to discuss differ-
ences while embracing likenesses.

In her opinion, Trump represents the op-
posite of those efforts.

“Now you are polluting the minds of fu-
ture generations,” she said referring to the 
president-elect.

Rep. Abe Hudson, who was elected to 
Mississippi District 29 House of Represen-
tatives in June, wasn’t terribly surprised as 
the election results came in Trump’s favor 
during the watch party.

“I expected it to be close. No matter what, 
the country has to figure out how to work 
together,” Hudson said. “On Nov. 9, we 
have to get back to the business of not only 
improving the nation but also Mississippi.”

On Wednesday, with Trump’s win se-
cured, Mississippi Democratic Party 
Chairman Bobby Moak said the Party “is 
in the process of rebuilding.”

Moak noted Trump’s win surprised 
Democrats and Republicans due to the 
polling data, but in the end Trump won the 
most electoral votes while Clinton gained 
the popular vote.

“We are where we are. We’re all gon-
na have to come together,” Moak said. 
“Trump’s campaign was not won on the is-
sues, it was to a large part won on trying to 
keep someone out of office.”

In his assessment of how Trump won, 
Moak said Trump’s message and policy 
of change, which was similar to Obama’s 
“change” message during his elections, se-
cured the election for the business mogul.

“The theory of change brought folks to 
the polls,” he said. 

Now it’s time to see if Trump will de-
liver on some of the promises he made 
such as building a wall along the Southern 
border and not allowing more Muslims and 
Latinos into the country.

The question is: “Can he get it done?” 
Moak said.

Shanderia K. Posey can be reached at 
sposey@mississippilink.com.
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This past Tuesday marked one 
of the most historical presidential 
elections to take place in Ameri-
can history.

With a campaign season full 
of scandals, controversy and at-
tacking one another, both Donald 
Trump and Hillary Clinton have 
made this year’s election one that 
will never be forgotten. 

It also will be studied by po-
litical scientists and media repre-
sentatives long after the change 
in the guard at the White House.

The 2016 election was closely 
followed by millions of people, 
and the results were greatly an-
ticipated, especially by college 
students. So much so, that Tou-
galoo College hosted an election 
watch party for students and fac-
ulty as election results poured in 
after the voting places closed.

This watch party followed a 
series of other events held by 
the college to get students more 
involved in the election process. 
It allowed Tougaloo students to 
come together as a community 
to watch the results come in from 
each state and witness the reso-
lution of one of the most talked 
about elections in history.

Students were very aware of 
the significance of the election 
and the difference they could 
make in choosing the next presi-

dent. They also understood the 
significance of watching the 
results unfold with their class-
mates.

Raina Moussa-Kadri, a sopho-
more English major, voted earlier 
in the day. “Voting is important,” 
she said. “This election was 
important because it affects all 
of us, and it shapes our future. 
Neither candidate really brought 
anything to the table, but this 
election gave me a chance to 
make my own decision.”

Students were also just grateful 
for the election to finally come to 
a conclusion. When asked about 

her thoughts on the election, Bria 
Mitchell, a transfer student, re-
plied, “I am just ready for it to be 
over. At this point, I would rather 
have her (Clinton) as president 
than him (Trump).”

Explaining why, Mitchell said, 
“She has more experience, was 
married to a president before 
and knows what she is doing and 
talking about.”

Mitchell also exercised her 
constitutional right to vote. “Yes, 
I voted because people are right, 
our votes do matter. It could 
change the outcome of who wins. 
I feel like everyone should vote.” 

Tommy Powell, a senior com-
puter science major, had similar 
ideas. He also was relieved to 
see this election come to an end. 
“I’m honestly not a fan of this 
election,” he said.

Powell also gave his opinion 
on the importance of voting. 
“Yes, I voted. The reason was 
because I wanted my voice to 
be heard on whom I wanted the 
president to be.” 

He also understood and ap-
preciated being able to watch the 
results come in live at the watch 
party. “I wanted to see live who 
my next president was going to 

be.”
Other students shared the 

same feelings about being able 
to assemble in one place, watch 
with their peers and discuss the 
potential outcome of the nation. 
As the night went on and more 
results were revealed, students 
expressed more mixed feelings 

– of rejoice and sadness – at the 
decisions of voters across the 
country.

With this election night watch 
party, Tougaloo demonstrated 
that coming together as one can 
still be a wonderful thing, even 
when the outcome is not what 
you wanted it to be.

Watching as one: Tougaloo 
hosts election night watch party

Tougaloo College students watch Election Day results during the watch party. PHOTOS BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFA

Donald Trump easily won the state of Mississippi.

Arkansas was one of several states that were too early to call as polls 
closed crossed the nation.

By Shandria Sutton
Special to The Mississippi Link

WASHINGTON – A shock-
wave.

There’s no other way to de-
scribe the massive change Ameri-
cans voted for Tuesday.

In electing Donald Trump to the 
White House, Americans handed 
the reins to someone whose cam-
paign was premised on an un-
relenting challenge to the status 
quo, distrust in government and 
dismissal of the politicians from 
both parties. They chose a man 
who promised to channel their an-
ger, as much as carry their hopes. 
He didn’t merely promise change, 
he promised disruption.

The ramifications of the Trump 
presidency are difficult to mea-
sure. In his ugly, knock-down 
fight against Democrat Hillary 
Clinton, his personality was a 
draw more than his policies. The 
stump speeches that drew thou-
sands to raucous rallies were 
laced with proposals but powered 
by his one word political philoso-
phy: “Winning.”

But it resonated in a way few 
expected with white, working-
class America, across the Rust 
Belt and in rural communities, 
where the scars of the Great Re-
cession endure and winning felt 
like a long-lost concept. He un-
derstood their anxiety about jobs 
moving overseas and immigrants 
moving in. He claimed to hate 
the liberal media as much as they 
did. He sounded like no politician 
ever.

This was their uprising, the el-
evation of a 70-year-old reality-
TV and real estate mogul willing 
to speak their truth, rewrite rules 
and insult anyone along the way.

It is nothing short of whiplash – 
for Americans and people around 
the world who were alarmed by 
his harsh rhetoric about longtime 
allies and other cultures.

Trump’s victory comes eight 
years after a coalition of blacks, 
Hispanics, women and young 

people elected the first black pres-
ident and ushered in what many 
viewed as a new era of progres-
sive dominance in presidential 
politics. Tuesday’s results are a 
stunning, if confusing, indict-
ment of the policies of President 
Barack Obama, who nevertheless 
remains popular.

“There’s nothing like it in our 
lifetime,” said presidential histo-
rian Douglas Brinkley, who in the 
days leading up to the election 
dubbed a Trump win a “social rev-
olution” on par only with Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt’s clubbing of 
Herbert Hoover for his handling 
of the Great Depression in 1932.

To many policy experts, econo-
mists, military brass, diplomats  
the establishment, Trump would 
say – Trump’s proposals are 
viewed as improbable, impos-
sible, and at times unconstitution-
al. Democrats and Republicans 
in Washington recoiled from his 
proposed ban on Muslims from 
entering in the U.S. Few think his 
vow to force Mexico to pay for a 
wall along the border is workable, 
at best. And really only Trump 
knows if his promise to “bomb the 
s--t out out of” the Islamic State 
group in Iraq and Syria seen is 
anything more than bluster.

There’s mixed evidence on 
whether Trump’s victory is an en-
dorsement of such plans. Voters 
sent enough Republicans back to 
the Senate to give the GOP con-
trol of both chambers, a clear gov-
ernment mandate.

But for all the talk about immi-
gration, exit polls showed it was a 
low priority for most voters. Just 
1 in 10 voters said immigration 
was the most important issue fac-
ing the country. More than half of 
voters opposed Trump’s plan for a 
“big, beautiful wall.”

Clearly, what many voters op-
posed was Clinton.

The former secretary of state 
and veteran of two decades of 
political battles proved to be an 
exceedingly damaged candidate, 

distrusted both by her supporters 
and opponents alike. Her historic 
candidacy, to be the first female 
president, failed to rouse the en-
thusiasm or emotion that drove 
Obama’s coalition to the polls. 
Her disconnect with white, work-
ing-class voters appears to have 
been her downfall.

Even Obama’s dire warnings – 
“the fate of the Republic rests on 
your shoulders” – didn’t do the 
trick.

It wasn’t enough to scare peo-
ple about a President Trump. 
Americans had fears about Clin-
ton, too. Her penchant for secrecy 
was spun into scandal with brutal 
impact. Her use of a private email 
server as secretary of state not 
only dogged her for months – but 
returned at precisely the wrong 
moment in late October when FBI 
Director James Comey notified 
Congress he was reviewing new 
emails for evidence that she or her 
handlers mishandled classified in-
formation.

Comey cleared Clinton again 
Sunday, but in the nine interven-
ing days, as a cloud of suspicion 
hovered over her, nearly 24 mil-
lion people cast early ballots. 
That’s a sizeable chunk of all the 
votes cast for president.

Trump’s win made a mockery 
of all the usual political rules. He 
had virtually no ground game, his 
advertising on television didn’t 
come close to matching his rival’s. 
He largely ignored the practice of 
voter targeting and analytics, el-
evated to religion after Obama’s 
two victories.

Clinton’s campaign raised $513 
million – roughly double what 
Trump raised, including $66 mil-
lion from his own pocket.

While pollsters and political 
professionals in both parties dis-
missed him, he declared he had 
galvanized long-alienated voters 
into a movement.

“The forgotten men and women 
of our country will be forgotten 
no longer,” Trump declared.

Analysis: Trump’s win 
a shock to the system
By Kathleen Hennessey
Associated Press



Rickey Smiley Foundation launches local office; 
Jackson Medical Mall celebrates 20 years

The Rickey Smiley Foundation launched its Jackson office location with a VIP reception Nov. 4 at the College of Engineering Atrium 
on the campus of Jackson State University. The foundation works to impact the lives of children, teens and seniors through programs 
designed to foster family, community and social responsibility. The foundation also has a college and career readiness program 
with Jackson Public Schools. Honorees were Cedrick Gray, superintendent of Jackson Public Schools; Carolyn Meyers, immediate 
past president of Jackson State University; and Greg McCoy, vice president of WBRJ 97.7 FM. Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber read a 
resolution honoring the foundation during the reception. Later that evening, Smiley, along with local comedienne Rita B and R&B 
singer Joe, performed at a concert to celebrate the Jackson Medical Mall’s 20th anniversary. The concert was held at the Jackson 
Convention Complex. Anniversary activities also included giving four area students scholarships from the Jackson Medical Mall.

PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY
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Tim Barnett, HCSD 
Board Member

addresses pastors

Local pastors from 
across the district
at the ministers’
breakfast

Earl Burke, assis-
tant superinten-
dent and CFO, 
addresses facil-
ity updates and 
capital projects.

Juanita Jefferson, 
Receptionist,
Terry High School

Dorothy Hollingsworth, Driver of the Month 
(September 2016). This recognition is given 
based on safety record, attendance, bus 
management and going the extra mile.

This recognition is based on “Excellent Teamwork.” It is given to an 
employee who has demonstrated a willingness to work well and collabo-
rate with coworkers and/or individuals from other departments in order to 
provide a highly interactive environment. This employee knows how to 
listen and understand the point of views of others; is committed to giving 
and receiving constructive feedback; handle conflict; solve problems; make 
decisions; and maintain a positive social environment.

The National School Bus Safety Week was October 17-21, 2016 this school 
year. This is a time when parents, students, teachers, motorists, school bus 
operators, school administrators and other interested parties can celebrate the 
importance of school bus safety.

Hinds County School District 
Weekly Update!!!

HCSD Board Recognizes Employee of the Month!

Hinds County School District Celebrates National 
School Bus Safety Week Across the District!

HCSD Administrators Share District Updates 
with Local Pastors during Ministers’ Breakfast
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Children traumatized by domestic 
abuse, sexual assault or human traf-
ficking will soon have additional help 
from the Center for Violence Preven-
tion, thanks to this year’s WellsFest. 
Festival organizers from Wells United 
Methodist Church presented the Cen-
ter’s leadership a check for $55,500 on 
Oct. 30. The church raised the money 
at WellsFest events in September. 

Each year since 1983, the church 
has donated all of the revenue from 
WellsFest to a non-profit social ser-
vice organization competitively cho-
sen as that year’s beneficiary.

The Center for Violence Prevention 
will use the money to expand its space 
and tools for providing play therapy to 
children who come under the Center’s 
care.

The Center’s services include an 
emergency shelter for women and 
children who have left their homes 
due to physical and/or psychologi-
cal violence. Licensed therapists and 
social workers at the Center provide 
clients with counseling and other sup-
port.

Sandy Middleton, the center’s ex-
ecutive director, said, “Children need 
therapy customized to their level of 
development, not the same therapies 
that help adults. Therapy based on art 
and play help traumatized youngsters 
work through their pain. Our current 
space for play therapy is very small. 
We’ll use the funds from WellsFest to 

enlarge the space to the size that ex-
perts recommend. We have richly en-
joyed working with Wells Church and 
we are deeply grateful for the support 
from WellsFest.”

Known as “Jackson’s Original Mu-
sic Festival,” WellsFest has raised 
$1.25 million for a wide range of so-
cial service organizations. Previous 
beneficiaries include Mustard Seed, 
Good Samaritan Center and Harbor 
House.

Keith Tonkel, pastor at Wells UMC 
since 1969, said, “WellsFest is a gift 
of love to the community from our 
congregation and all who team up 
with us.”

In 2012, WellsFest was the recipient 
of the Governor’s Excellence in the 
Arts award. WellsFest has been listed 
as a Top 20 event by the Southeastern 
Tourism Association.

The main festival is held the last 
Saturday in September at Jamie Fowl-

er Boyll Park near Smith-Wills Sta-
dium. In recent years, WellsFest has 
grown to include an art auction and 
golf tournament held separately from 
the main event.

Pastor Tonkel said work will soon 
begin on WellsFest 2017.

For more information about Wells-
Fest and Wells Memorial United 
Methodist Church call (601) 353-
0658 or visit www.wellschurch.org or 
www.wellsfest.org. 

The first phase of a $2.5 million reno-
vation of one of the oldest city parks in 
America began this month with the care-
fully planned tree-scaping of Downtown’s 
Smith Park. On the advice and in conjunc-
tion with professional landscape architects, 
dead and dying trees were cleared from the 
park as well as those deemed unsustainable 
for long-term growth in a city park. The re-
sult is a more open and inviting greenspace 
for downtown visitors, business people and 
residents.

This first phase of the Smith Park renova-
tion is part of a public-private partnership 
between the city of Jackson, Downtown 
Jackson Partners (which funded the tree 
management project) and Friends of Smith 
Park, a community group committed to the 
park’s revitalization.

“The goal of the Smith Park renovation 
is to create a world-class public space that 
will help spur development in downtown 
Jackson while enhancing the Capitol Com-
plex,” said John Ditto, who chairs Friends 
of Smith Park.

Through a series of public meetings and 
gatherings in 2013 and 2014, input was 
collected from property owners, business-
es, residents and visitors on ways to best 
improve this historic landmark. From those 
meetings, Friends of Smith Park developed 
a plan and budget to transform the park 
into a venue for entertainment and a place 
to relax amid the bustle of the city’s central 
business district. The plan calls for a newly 
designed open greenspace with landscaped 
walkways, a modern stage to accommodate 
concerts and other entertainment, and a wa-
ter pad and playground for children.

“This history of Smith Park is reason 
alone to ensure its success,” said Michael 
Rejebian, president of Jackson’s Down-
town Neighborhood Association. “Ever 
since the state of Mississippi donated this 
land to the city in 1838, it has served as a 
centerpiece of our capital city.”

Situated across the street from the Gov-
ernor’s Mansion and bounded by Amite, 
Congress, West and Yazoo streets, Smith 
Park is one of the oldest continuously used 
city parks in America. It is the only surviv-
ing undeveloped square from the original 
1822 plan for Mississippi’s then new capi-
tal.

Named for James Smith Jr., a colorful 
19th century Scottish merchant and Jack-
son transplant who donated funds for the 
park in 1884, the greenspace is listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places.

“Smith Park sits at the epicenter of our 
state, and so it’s a place that belongs to all 
Mississippians,” said Ben Allen, president 
of Downtown Jackson Partners. “We invite 
everyone who has an interest in the success 
of our capital city to be part of this impor-
tant project.”

WellsFest presents $55,500 check 
to Center for Violence Prevention

Renovations begin 
on Jackson’s 
historic Smith Park
The greenspace is listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places
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City of Jackson’s next Roll-
Off Dumpster Day is Nov. 12

The city of Jackson is encouraging citizens of 
Jackson to participate in Roll-Off Dumpster Day 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., weather permitting, Nov. 12. 
Residents can take tree limbs, other yard debris and 
household items to one of the following locations:

North
Smith Wills Stadium, 1200 block of Lakeland Drive, 

east of softball field
Central
Gravel lot just east of 2550 Medgar Evers 

Boulevard, old Pepsi building west of Jackson 
Medical Mall

West
Raines Park, 5260 Clinton Boulevard and Flag 

Chapel Road, located in parking lot
South
Tennis South Center, 1517 McDowell Road, 

located in parking lot
Residents may bring all household furniture, small 

appliances and accessories for disposal. However, 
tires, chemicals and gas tanks are not accepted in 
Roll off Dumpster program. Participants are required 
to place debris inside dumpster provided at the 

locations.
City business and residents living outside the 

city limits of the city of Jackson are not eligible to 
participate. Proof of residency may be required.

Jackson’s Christmas Parade 
set for Dec. 3

The city of Jackson’s annual Christmas Parade 
will be at noon Dec. 3. The event is co-sponsored 
by The Salvation Army. The theme is “Christmas in 
the Capital.” This year’s lineup will include several 
marching bands, numerous organizations and 
city departments. The city’s annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony is scheduled for Dec. 2, at 5:30 p.m. at 
City Hall.

For more information contact Ashley Drummer at 
(601) 960-1084.

Local high schools plan 
events to honor veterans

High schools in the Jackson Public School District 
are gearing up to pay tribute to U.S. military veterans 
in observance of Veterans Day.

Brigadier General Margarett E. Barnes, U.S. Army 
Reserve retired, will serve as the guest speaker 

for the Jim Hill High School JROTC Veterans Day 
program at 2 p.m. on Nov. 11. Barnes served as the 
Deputy Commanding General, U.S. Army Human 
Resource Command prior to retiring.

The program will be conducted in the auditorium 
and will consist of the presentation of colors, Pledge of 
Allegiance, Cadet Creed, patriotic music and remarks 
by Barnes. Barnes will also present the Legion of 
Valor award to Cadet LTC Victoria A. Hawkins of 
Jim Hill High School. The purpose of the program 
is to honor the veterans who have served and those 
who are currently serving in the Armed Forces and 
to make students aware of the sacrifices that these 
individuals have made to enable us all to have the 
freedom that we currently enjoy. Approximately 150 
students are expected to be in attendance.

Veterans, along with their families, parents and 
community members, are invited to attend. Dates, 
times and locations are provided below for each JPS 
high school Veterans Day program.

Other programs include:
• 9:00 a.m., Wingfield High School, 1985 Scanlon 

Dr.
• 10:00 a.m., Callaway High School, 601 Beasley 

Rd.
• 10:15 a.m., Provine High School, 2400 Robinson 

St.
• 2 p.m., Lanier High School, 833 West Maple St.
For more information about JPS Veteran’s Day 

activities, contact Col. Paul Willis at (601) 987-4931.

N E W S  B R I E F S

Pictured are (front row, for left) Jim Burt, Beth Elliott, Sandy Middle, executive director of the Center for Violence Prevention; Wells Church 
Pastor Keith Tonkel, Debbie Konkle-Parker; (back row) Ashley Rogers, Elaine Talbot, Loy Moncrief, Jamie Ward, Ken Hodges.  Third row:  
Keith May, Kathryn Dollarhide and Glenda Ferguson.   



The MIND Center at the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center announced 
Nov. 7, a cumulative $10 million gift 
from the Gertrude C. Ford Foundation 
to advance its Alzheimer’s disease re-
search and establish the Gertrude C. 
Ford MIND Research Center.

The gift could not come at a better 
time.

“Americans are living longer than 
ever and with the aging of the baby 
boomer generation, we are facing a sil-
ver tsunami,” said Dr. Tom Mosley, di-
rector of the Memory Impairment and 
Neurodegenerative Dementia (MIND) 
Center, at the ceremony on the UMMC 
campus.

The sixth-leading cause of death in the 
United States, more than 52,000 Mis-
sissippians have Alzheimer’s or similar 
conditions.

“That number is expected to double 
by the year 2030 and triple by 2050 un-
less we find ways to slow, stop or ulti-
mately prevent these devastating illness-
es,” Mosley said.

That is the goal of the MIND Center. 
Founded in 2010, it brings together re-
search in risk factors, brain imaging and 
genetic technologies to make discover-
ies about Alzheimer’s disease. In ad-
dition, the MIND Center Clinic offers 
diagnosis and outpatient treatment for 
patients with memory loss and cognitive 
impairment.

“In just six years, Dr. Mosley and the 
MIND Center have put UMMC on the 
map in the brain-aging field by leading 
the country in research on Alzheimer’s 
and dementia,” said Dr. LouAnn Wood-
ward, vice chancellor for health affairs.

In addition to its population-based 
studies, in 2016 the MIND Center ex-
panded its research portfolio to include 
clinical trials. The first, the nationwide 
IDEAS study, launched this fall.

The Ford Foundation’s gift will sup-
port the overall research mission of the 
MIND Center.

Research investment is great news for 
the MIND Center and for the state of 
Mississippi. According to the American 
Association of Medical Colleges, ev-
ery dollar invested in research at medi-
cal schools and teaching hospitals like 
UMMC generates $2.60 of economic 
activity.

“This generous gift from the Ford 

Foundation will help us draw top talent 
and NIH funding to Mississippi, both of 
which are critical to our continued suc-
cess,” Mosley said.

Gertrude Castellow Ford, wife of 
former U.S. Congressman Aaron Ford, 
grew up in a tradition of philanthropy. In 
1991, she established the Foundation in 
Jackson, which invests in the arts, medi-
cine, science and the overall enrichment 
of Mississippians.

The Ford Foundation’s gifts to the 
University of Mississippi campus in 
Oxford total $55 million, including $25 
million supporting the Ford Center for 
the Performing Arts and $25 million 
toward a new STEM building currently 
under construction.

“The University of Mississippi trea-
sures our long-standing relationship and 
philanthropic partnership with the Ger-
trude C. Ford Foundation,” said Dr. Jef-
frey Vitter, chancellor of the University. 
“Their support has been tremendous in 
helping our university achieve greater 
heights of excellence.”

At UMMC, the Foundation helped 
provide funds for the Suzan B. Thames 
Chair of Pediatrics. In 2013, the MIND 
Center received $1 million from the 
Ford Foundation to further its mission.

“This initial gift was instrumental in 
building the MIND Center,” said De-
nise Lafferty, chief of operations for the 
MIND Center.

At Monday’s announcement, the Ford 
Foundation added $9 million to the ini-
tial 2013 gift. With $10 million in cumu-

lative funding, the MIND Center will 
rename its research arm after Ford.

“We are proud that the Gertrude C. 
Ford name will be displayed in perpetu-
ity on our campus,” said Woodward, the 
Medical Center’s institutional leader.

John Lewis, a trustee for the Ford 
Foundation, spoke at the event and not-
ed the commitment of UMMC’s leader-
ship to the health of all Mississippians.

“We invest in people’s dreams and vi-
sions,” Lewis said. “This investment is 
a step towards the end of Alzheimer’s 
disease.”

Abassador John Palmer, chair emeri-
tus of the MIND Center advisory board, 
shared this sentiment.

“We must have an unwavering vision 
of where we will go, act boldly and think 
creatively, because there is too much at 
stake,” Palmer said.

The Ford MIND Research Center will 
occupy 15,000 square feet on the first 
floor of the Translational Research Cen-
ter, a multidisciplinary building sched-
uled to open in summer 2017.

The west wing of the facility will 
house the research clinic offices, Mosley 
said.

“In addition to state-of-the-art equip-
ment, we have designed the space to 
be maximally accessible to our older 
research participants. These details in-
clude everything from the color scheme 
to the type of exam tables we will use,” 
Mosley said.

The east wing will house research and 
administrative space for scientists and 

operations staff.
“For the first time, all of our research-

ers will be under one roof,” Lafferty 
said. “This will allow us to expand, col-
laborate and accelerate the discovery 
process, and it will support the recruit-
ment and retention of top investigators.”

The MIND Center’s current program-
matic priorities include the creation of an 
early-career investigator program. This 
will fund “rising star” scientists as they 
develop their research studies. A related 
aim is to create a discovery fund, which 
will provide seed money for promising 
lines of scientific inquiry. This will al-
low scientists to develop their research 
ideas and make them more competitive 
when seeking outside funding.

The location also brings the Ford 
MIND Research Center physically 
closer to allied teams. The Department 
of Data Science in the Bower School 
of Population Health and the Neurosci-
ence Institute will also have space in the 
building.

“The Translational Research Center 
will promote collaboration and syn-
ergy amongst UMMC’s neuroscience 
researchers and drive the translation of 
their scientific findings into new meth-
ods and treatments that will improve 
the health and lives of Mississippians,” 
Woodward said.

“Through the work that we will con-
duct in the Ford MIND Research Center, 
we intend to have a profound impact on 
the health and well-being of our rapidly 
aging population,” Mosley said.

www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 7NOVEMBER 10 - 16, 2016

STATE

UMMC MIND Center announces 
$110M gift from Ford Foundation
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“We Build, We Fight” has been 
the motto of the U. S. Navy’s Con-
struction Force, known as the “Sea-
bees,” for the past 74 years. Today, 
Jackson native and a 1990 Lanier 
High School graduate Petty Officer 
1st Class Jerry McDuffey builds and 
fights with the Navy on the Gulf 
Coast and around the world as a 
member of the Navy serving at Na-
val Construction Battalion Center, 
Gulfport.

Gulfport is the 
command headquar-
ters that oversees all 
naval construction 
forces based in the 
eastern half of the 
U.S. Land for the Naval Construc-
tion Battalion Center at Gulfport 
was acquired in April 1942, the same 
year the “Seabee” name was adopted 
for members of the Construction 
Battalions, a clever play on the CB 
initials.

McDuffey is responsible for train-
ing, supervising and guiding people 
about food sanitation and customer 
service.

“I enjoy that my job allows me to 
interact with people,” said McDuf-
fey. “I like cooking for people and 
serving them the way I would want 
to be treated.”

“Seabees are some the hardest 
working sailors in the Navy,” said 
Captain Cheryl M. Hansen, NCBC 
commanding officer. “They are 
tough, bold, and ready, and they get 
the job done. They build and fight in 
some of the harshest and most hos-
tile environments in the world.”

For the past 74 years Seabees have 
served in all American conflicts. They 
have also supported humanitarian ef-
forts, using their construction skills to 
help communities around the world 
following earthquakes, hurricanes 
and other natural disasters.

“I like that my command has a 
tight community that allows us to 
work together and communicate ef-
fectively,” said McDuffey.

Seabees around the world will 
take part in a year-long celebration 
in 2017 to commemorate the group’s 
75-year anniversary. The theme of 
the celebration is “Built on History, 
Constructing the Future.”

Today, Seabees continue their in-
novative traditions ensuring they 
always meet fast-paced challenges, 
according to Hansen.

Working with the Seabees and 
serving in the U.S. Navy has allowed 
McDuffey to continue learning about 
the legacy he wants to leave to future 
sailors.

“Every little thing that you do mat-
ters, If you put forth the effort, ev-
erything will work out in the end,” 
said McDuffey.

Jackson sailor 
continues 74 
years of Seabee 
tradition

Hill of Zion Missionary Baptist Church hosts party at hospital
Volunteers from Hill of Zion Missionary Baptist Church of Clinton shared their 
time and talent Nov. 5, to bring food, fun and joy to patients and residents at 
Mississippi State Hospital. Hill of Zion Missionary Baptist Church is one of more 
than 100 groups who will provide parties and activities to over 800 patients and 
residents at the hospital this holiday season. “We dearly appreciate the outpour-
ing of love and support from all of our volunteer groups. It adds so much to the 
lives of our patients and residents during this joyous time,” said Sheila Shows, 
Volunteer Services Director for the hospital. Festivities at MSH will culminate on 
Santa Day, Dec. 21. An annual tradition, Santa Day is a day when community 
volunteers and leaders gather at the hospital dressed as Santa and deliver gift 
bags to each and every patient and resident.

The MIND Center announced a $10 million gift from the Gertrude C. Ford Foundation to support research on Alzheimer’s disease and 
dementia. At the announcement ceremony were (from left) MIND Center director Dr. Tom Mosley, MIND Center advisory board co-chair 
Suzan Thames, MIND Center advisory board chair emeritus Ambassador John Palmer, Ford Foundation trustee Cheryl Sims, vice chan-
cellor for health affairs Dr. LouAnn Woodward, Ford trustees Tom Papa and John Lewis and Chancellor Dr. Jeffrey Vitter.

By Dusty Good
Navy Office of Community Outreach 

McDuffey



Murrah High School alum Nathan Campbell 
was listed as a co-author on a published paper 
which recently appeared in a peer-reviewed 
journal. Campbell is a graduate of the Base Pair 
program, a science enrichment program at Mur-
rah which “pairs” students with researchers at 
the University of Mississippi Medical Center. 
The 2015 class valedictorian from Murrah is 
currently majoring in biomedical engineering at 
George Washington University.

“This type of outcome is the best scenario for 
our Murrah Base Pair student researchers,” said 
Base Pair coordinator and science teacher Jeff 
Stokes.

The paper, titled “Reduced Uterine Perfusion 
Pressure T-Helper 17 cells cause Pathophysiol-
ogy Associated with Preeclampsia during Preg-
nancy,” was published Oct. 26, in the American 
Journal of Physiology-Regulatory, Integrative 
and Comparative Physiology.
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Murrah Base Pair grad 
gets co-author credit in 
research publication

The Entergy Corporation 
has awarded a $10,000 grant 
to Van Winkle Elementary 
School to purchase devices 
for scholars and teachers to 
enhance available technol-
ogy at the school.

As one of the school’s 
adopters, Entergy has giv-
en many years of support 
to Van Winkle and its stu-
dents. This ongoing support 
has provided needed in-
structional resources to en-
sure a quality education for 
all of the school’s students.

“We are truly really 
blessed to have Entergy as 
our partner for many, many 
years,” said Tantaneshia 
Houston, the school’s prin-
cipal. “One of our own, 
Miss Gayle Lewis, wrote 
the grant, which was fund-
ed for $10,000. The mon-
ey will be used for iPads 
to help cultivate student 

achievement.”
As Van Winkle’s official 

school adopter, Entergy has 
worked very closely with 

school administrators and 
staff to provide outstanding 

and meaningful contribu-
tions.

Alcorn State University’s Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority hosted a program 
that shed light on proper social me-
dia conduct and how it can affect 
the university’s brand.

The sorority hosted the So-
cial Mirror event Nov. 3 in the J. 
D. Boyd Library’s Medgar Wi-
ley Evers Auditorium. Clara Ross 
Stamps, vice president for Market-
ing and Communications at Alcorn, 
led a lively discussion on using 
one’s voice and influence via social 
media to inspire and build oppor-
tunities.

Inger Frye, secretary in the Math 

and Science Building and Zeta ad-
visor, agrees with Stamps, that stu-
dents don’t think about the reper-
cussions that negative posts could 
cause them and others. She urges 
students to learn how to effectively 
communicate their issues by using 
their student handbook.

“I think that our young men and 
women who post on social media 
fail to think about the consequenc-
es of their actions,” said Frye. 
“They are not thinking about how 
negative actions will follow them. 
We’ve gotten away from values, 
and we’ve also forgotten how to 
communicate with each other when 

problems arise.”
Nanette Boyd, senior and presi-

dent of the Zeta chapter, thought 
that Stamps’ message was much 
needed. She said that the informa-
tion was eye opening, and it moti-
vated her to be more cautious be-
fore uploading social media posts.

“The message was very power-
ful,” said Boyd. “The message en-
couraged me to be mindful of what 
I post on my social media accounts. 
It also encouraged me to make 
social media posts that build my 
brand power and reflect good char-
acteristics.”

Mishalei Hall, a freshman, said 

she learned that negative social me-
dia posts hurt the University. She 
believes that students, faculty, staff 
and alumni should do their best to 
build up the University’s image.

“Protecting and enhancing our 
brand is important because negativ-
ity can change someone’s impres-
sion of the University,” said Hall. 
“When people posts negative mes-
sages about Alcorn, it affects ev-
erything from student enrollment to 
financing scholarships.”

For those operating official uni-
versity social media accounts, visit 
Alcorn’s Identity Standards for 
do’s and don’ts.

Entergy presents a check for $10,000 to Van Winkle Elementary to fund a grant that provides for iPads to be used to promote 
student achievement. The adults in the photo are (from left) Van Winkle Principal Tantaneshia Houston, Zachary Duncan and 
Shirley Reed from Entergy and Gail Lewis, Van Winkle Adopt-a-School coordinator.

Entergy funds $10K grant for ed 
tech at Van Winkly Elementary

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority hosts 
Social Mirror event at Alcorn
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Key Elementary Principal Dionne Woody 
was honored by the Jackson State University 
National Alumni Association during its biennial 
Black Tie Scholarship and Recognition Gala 
Oct. 14, at the Jackson Convention Center. 

Rod Paige, former U.S. Sec-
retary of Education and recently 
appointed interim president of 
JSU, and his wife, Stephanie 
Nellons-Paige, served as honor-
ary chairs.

“It’s such an honor to be 
recognized by my alma mater 
for my work in education,” said Woody. “Al-
though, I serve as the academic leader at my 
school, this award is shared and earned by the 
dedicated staff of Key Elementary School. I am 
humbled by this award and grateful for the out-
standing support.”

Themed “Enriching Lives through a Legacy 
of Giving,” the Black Tie Gala is held annu-
ally to recognize distinguished alumni for their 
generosity and achievements that have made 
a mark on the university and the community. 
Joining Woody as honorees were Alfred Martin 
of the Community Engagement and Environ-
ment Network, Jean Jacobs, Rev. Jerry Young, 
The Jackson Advocate and Sen. Hillman Fra-
zier.

Since becoming the principal of Key Elemen-
tary, Woody has led the school from a letter 
grade of D to a B. She takes enormous pride 
in knowing all 400 scholars at Key and their 
parents by name. She endeavors to educate the 
whole child rather than merely focusing strictly 
on academics.

Named the 2015-2016 Administrator of the 
Year for Jackson Public Schools, Woody was 
profiled in the Jackson Free Press in 2010 and 
was featured on WJTV Newschannel 12 in a 
segment titled, “A Success Story for Key El-
ementary.”

Key Elementary 
principal honored 
by alma mater
Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson State University’s De-
partment of Urban and Regional 
Planning and the Planning and De-
velopment Department of the City 
of Jackson collaborated on a poster 
contest open to middle and high 
school students Oct. 21.

The following winners were an-
nounced:

 • First place among high schools: 
Hogan Lee, a junior at Madison 
Central High school

 • Second place among middle 
schools: Keyvon Williams, an 
eighth-grader at Blackburn Middle 
School

 • Second place among middle 
schools: Kelvin Larkin, an eighth-
grader at Cardozo Middle School.

Students were graded according 
to degree of difficulty, grammar and 
language, originality, poster theme 
and visual presentation.

During the event, students were 
introduced to planning and given 
the opportunity to participate in re-
lated activities. This year’s theme 
was “Civic Engagement,” and the 
goal was to highlight the necessity 
of engaging the public, elected offi-
cials and key leaders in discussions 
and activities to acknowledge that 
planning cannot be effective with-
out community involvement.

Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber and 
Ricardo A. Brown, dean of JSU’s 

College of Public Service, attended 
the event. Brown, Eric Jefferson, di-
rector of Planning and Development 
with the city, and Talya Thomas, as-
sistant professor of Urban and Re-
gional Planning, were organizers.

October was deemed National 
Planning Month by the American 
Planning Association, and the Jack-
son City Council proclaimed Octo-
ber as “Planning Month” through-
out the metropolitan area.

The American Planning Associa-
tion defines planning as “helping to 
create communities of lasting value, 
offering better choices for where 
and how people work and live, and 
engaging citizens businesses, and 
civic leaders to play a meaningful 
role in creating communities that 
enrich people’s lives.”

Lisa Johnson, student develop-
ment coordinator/publicist for JSU’s 
Urban and Regional Planning, said 
the event was successful because of 
Yarber, Jefferson, Jackson Public 
Schools System, Madison Central 
High School and JSU’s MADDRA-
MA Performance Troupe.

The Department of Urban and 
Regional Planning and the Plan-
ning and Development Department 
of Jackson collaborated again by 
hosting a free brown bag luncheon 
and panel discussion, which was 
held Oct. 31, in the JSU Downtown 
campus.

JSU, city recognize 
young students in 
poster contest
Mississippi Link Newswire

Woody

In keeping with the theme “Civic Engagement in Jackson,” Keyvon Williams, 
an eighth-grade first-place winner from Blackburn Laboratory Middle School, 
shares his vision. His poster depicts “One city; one people under God; we the 
people; equal rights; freedom; no violence; skin deep non-racial.”

Madison Central High School junior Hogan Lee titled his first-place poster 
“Community Disturbances and Social Engagement: How to Increase Public 
Participation from the Minority Communities.”



Coahoma Community College 
will celebrate veterans during a 
Veteran’s Day program Nov. 11.

Hosted at 10 a.m. in the Pinna-
cle, the event will honor military 
veterans and those who are active 
duty. CCC students, faculty, staff, 
as well as community members, 
are invited to attend. 

“We at Coahoma Community 
College are honored to host our 
2016 Veteran’s Day program, 
where we can give thanks and 
show our appreciation for those 
who have served our country,” 
said CCC Director of Enroll-
ment and Student Services Karen 
Done. 

The event will include posting 
of the colors, patriotic music and 
special tributes to each military 
branch. 

Master Sergeant Jason Riley 
of Eudora will serve as the guest 
speaker.

Riley has served 21 years in 
the Mississippi Army National 

Guard, includ-
ing a deploy-
ment to Iraq in 
2005 in support 
of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. 

He has re-
ceived numer-

ous awards during his military 
tenure, and currently serves as a 
Recruiting Non-commissioned 
Officer in Charge. 

In addition, all veterans present 
at the event will be recognized 
and honored with a special token 
of appreciation for their service to 
our country. 

“Our heroes are those who 
have risked their lives to serve 
and protect our country—those 
who have worked to make this 
world a better place,” said Done. 
“We would like to show our ap-
preciation for the sacrifices you 
have made for us and invite you 
to join us on Veterans Day.”

For more information, contact 
Done at (662) 621-4153.
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Riley

Some students at Hinds have 
gained more than just an hour 
of sleep this past week. Quite 
possibly, they’ve progressed 
toward new careers by taking 
evening classes to juggle day 
jobs and family life.

“It gives me flexibility with 
my job and my children,” 
said Gwendolyn Russell, 43, 
a Jackson mother of four who 
works at the Nissan plant in 
Canton by day and studies to-
ward her associate’s degree by 
night at the Rankin Campus.

“The support system here 
is great,” said Russell, who 
plans to pursue a nursing de-
gree down the road. “There are 
tutors here who will sit down 
with you one-on-one who’ll 
get you what you need. They 
help you understand your 
work.”

Registration for the spring 
2017 semester is now open 
for current and prospective 
students at Hinds Community 
College. On-campus classes 
for 16-week sessions and the 
first eight-weeks begin Jan. 9 
with second eight-week class-
es, both on-campus and online, 
to begin March 6. Sixteen-

week and first eight-week on-
line classes begin Jan. 17.

A class schedule after 5 p.m. 
has worked out nicely for Al-
len Garrison, of Vicksburg, as 
he plots a career behind the 
welder’s shield.

“The benefit is that my wife 
also works days like me and 
can be with our daughter at 
night without a babysitter,” 
said Garrison, who earned a 
career certificate through the 
welding program at the Vicks-

burg-Warren Campus and is 
working toward an associate of 
applied science degree.

Students pursuing careers in 
medical-related fields also see 
benefits by having classes at 
night.

“It offers a longer break in 
the day, with all the classes I 
take,” said Richard Neal, a 
Utica Campus student taking 
pre-pharmacy courses. Fellow 
STEM student Caitlyn Rich-
mond, an aspiring veterinary 
technology student currently 
taking core science classes, 
also sees benefits to taking 
classes in the evening.

“It can be a better environ-
ment at night for learning,” 
Richmond said.

To register for classes for 
any term, students must first be 
admitted to the college. After 
meeting with a counselor, new 
students can then register for 
classes. Offices are open 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday and Friday and 
until 6 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

The admissions office can be 
reached at (601) 857-3212 or 
by visiting the admissions tab 
on the Hinds website at www.
hindscc.edu.

Evening classes at Hinds CC 
help students plan new careers

Russell

Neal

Garrison

Richmond

CCC to host Veteran’s 
Day celebration Nov. 11
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Senior biological sciences 
major Shawanda F. Brooks of 
Madison is the 2016 Home-
coming Queen at Mississippi 
State University.

Brooks recently was chosen 
in campus-wide elections. She 
and eight class maids were pre-
sented formally during halftime 
Oct. 29, of the MSU-Samford 
football game in Davis Wade 
Stadium at Scott Field.

Seniors John Wesley Wil-
liamson of West Point and Hal-
ey L. Hobart of Hollandale are 
this year’s Mr. and Miss MSU. 
They also were selected in the 
voting and were introduced at 
halftime.

Williamson is a finance ma-
jor; Hobart, a biochemistry/pre-
medicine major.

Each undergraduate class 
was represented by two maids. 
The 2016 homecoming court 
includes:

Senior – Marketing/inter-
national business and supply 
chain management major Feifei 
Zeng of Italy, and English and 

sociology double-major Natalie 
M. Jones of Flowood.

Junior – Audrey K. Jarvis of 
Madison, and Alivia P. Roberts 

of Shannon. Jarvis is a fashion 
design and merchandising ma-
jor; Roberts a communication/
public relations and broadcast-

ing major.  
Sophomore – Communica-

tion/public relations major 
Elise M. Moore of Madison, 

and Kali M. Hicks of Franklin, 
Tenn., also studying communi-
cation/public relations.

Freshman – Biological sci-

ences/pre-medicine major Rea-
gan M. Moak of Brandon, and 
political science major Emily 
L. Tingle of Vicksburg.

Brooks of Madison is Miss. 
State’s 2016 homecoming queen 

Mississippi State University’s 2016 Homecoming Court included Emily L. Tingle (from left), freshman maid; Elise M. Moore, sophomore maid; Audrey K. Jarvis, junior maid; Natalie 
M. Jones, senior maid; Shawanda F. Brooks, homecoming queen; Feifei Zeng, senior maid; Alivia P. Roberts, junior maid; Kali M. Hicks, sophomore maid; Reagan M. Moak, freshman 
maid. The court was presented formally during halftime of the MSU-Samford football game on Oct. 29. Photo by Russ Houston /Mississippi State University

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Alcorn State University contin-
ues to provide avenues for its stu-
dents to reach maximum success.

The Reverse Transfer Credit 
Agreement is the university’s 
newest initiative that allows stu-
dents who transfer from a Missis-
sippi community college without 
finishing their associate degree 
to complete their two-year de-
gree while enrolled at Alcorn. 
Students will be able to transfer 
credits earned at Alcorn or an-
other institution of higher learn-
ing to their community college in 
order to complete requirements 
for an associate degree without 
interrupting their progress toward 
an Alcorn baccalaureate degree. 
After admission to Alcorn, trans-
fer students earning at least 16 

college credit hours from a single 
community college will be noti-
fied after completing 46 hours at 
Alcorn that they may be eligible 
for the associate degree.

John Igwebuike, vice provost 
for Academic Affairs and Student 
Records, said that the initiative 
will benefit everyone involved.

“The reverse transfer initiative 
is a major win for Alcorn and its 
students,” said Igwebuike. “A 
highly educated and credentialed 
workforce offers a bounty of ben-
efits in standard of living, innova-
tions, security, contributions to 
the tax base and retirement sys-
tems and quality of life.”

For more information about the 
Reverse Transfer Credit Agree-
ment, contact the Registrar’s Of-
fice at (601) 877-6170 or 6171.

ASU’s Reverse Transfer Initiative 
allows students to finish associate’s 
while pursuing bachelor’s degree
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Epsilon Pi Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
presents $1,000 donation to MVSU

The Epsilon Pi Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated made a $1,000 donation to Mississippi Valley State University Sept. 24. The 
donation is a part of the sorority’s Think HBCU initiative. Think HBCU highlights Historically Black Colleges and Universities and their contribution to 
the sorority and society. Pictured (from left) are Joyce Dixon, assistant advisor; Breana Johnson, Faith Mitchell, Kayla Washington, Tykevia MeDaniel, 
Larenzia Lawrence, Dr. William B. Bynum Jr., MVSU president; Alexis Stevenson, chapter president; LaNatra Simpson, Jocelyn Robinson, Tayla 
Frizell, Gabrielle Nicosia-McCoy and Claudette Curry, advisor.

The time for Jackson State University’s 
football game against Alabama A&M 

on Nov. 12 has been changed to 
2 p.m. instead of 6 p.m. 



As mentioned 
last week, this se-
ries will address 
“How to find 
meaning and ful-
fillment through 
understanding 

the spiritual gift within you.”
Last week, I began with sev-

eral discussion questions/state-
ments which we will address 
over the next few weeks, as well 
as presented and/or reintroduced 
Dr. Larry Gilbert, the founder 
and chairman of Ephesians Four 
Ministries (the parent organiza-
tion of Church Growth Institute) 
to you.

Dr. Larry Gilbert is also a pub-
lished author, a seminar speaker, 
a contributing editor with Strate-
gies for Today’s Leaders maga-
zine, and has served as visiting 
a professor at the Billy Graham 
School of Missions, Evangelism 
& Church Growth, Liberty Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, and 
Mid-America Theological Semi-
nary.

The goal of this study is to 
identify that God-gifted work-
force and unite it to fulfill the 
God-given task of reaching the 
lost.

Gilbert stated, “Most Chris-
tians do not understand the rela-
tionships of spiritual gifts – how 
a spiritual gift relates to their 
lives, the lives of others and the 
body of Christ as a whole.”

With this in mind, Gilbert of-
fered eight reasons why all Chris-
tians should know their spiritual 
gift:

1. Knowing your spiritual gift 
helps you understand God’s will 
for your life. “What God has 

called you to do He has gifted 
you to do and what He gifted you 
to do He has called you to do,” 
said Gilbert.

When a Christian operates 
outside of their spiritual gift, it 
throws the ministry choreog-
raphy off and can potentially 
become a breeding ground for 
confusion/conflict. Some church 
folk are like Wilbur the Pig in 
Charlotte’s Web who thought he 
could spin the web like a spider 
but landed in a pile of manure.

2. Knowing your spiritual gift 
helps you know what God has 
not called you to do. “After sell-
ing my business after 14 years, 
selling my home, moving my 
family 300 miles away to prepare 
for the ministry, probably the 
greatest discovery I had was that 
all Christians should know their 
spiritual gift. The most important 
decision I ever made was that 
God had not called me to become 
a pastor. The more I understand 
what God has not called me to 
do, the more I know what He 
has called me to do. Recogniz-
ing what you are not supposed to 
do can be as important as recog-
nizing what you are supposed to 
do,” said Gilbert.

For example, if you don’t like 
helping people then clearly you 
don’t have the gift of mercy and 
help. You don’t have to feel guilty 
about not doing something that’s 
not your spiritual gift.

3. Knowing your spiritual gift 
relieves you from serving out of 
duty. “If the truth is told, many 
active church workers have no 
business doing what they are do-
ing. They are only doing it be-
cause a committee asked them to 
or the pastor asked them to and 
some serve out of obligation, but 

not serving where they are gift-
ed,” said Gilbert.

“Christians have many reasons 
for serving in areas that keep 
them busy but NOT fulfilled. It 
comes down to people serving 
out of duty instead of God’s call-
ing,” said Gilbert.

Gilbert also said there are four 
generations in the church and 
each one looks at the church and 
serving God differently.

A) Builder Generation (the 
oldest generation) born before 
1946 have a strong commitment 
to the church and their pastor. 
They are loyal to the institution 
of the church and are willing to 
minister out of duty. They are the 
grin and bear it generation…they 
don’t always enjoy it, but they 
are loyal to the institution/build-
ing and so they bear with the un-
fulfillment. They often confuse 
loyalty to an institution as loyalty 
to God, but if this were true, they 
would be in line with God’s will 
and fulfilled by the use of their 
spiritual gift. They are unfulfilled 
because they are not using their 
spiritual gift.

B) Baby Boomer Generation, 
born between 1946 and 1964 are 
committed to relationships and 
are loyal to people rather than 
institutions. They minister out of 
personal satisfaction rather than 
out of duty. This generation is re-
ferred to as the “Me Generation.” 
This was the first generation to 
take a serious look at spiritual 
gifts. They love the church and 
the pastor, but first and foremost 
they want fulfillment when they 
serve.

C) Buster Generation, born 
between 1965 and 1983 is com-
mitted to family. Busters are self-
reliant, they want satisfaction 

from their service, and have fun 
while serving.

D) Bridger Generation, born 
between 1984 and 2002 are 
committed to friends and small 
groups. They feel that institu-
tions exist to serve them. They 
are willing to serve in the church 
but need to feel significant in 
what they do and want the best 
and most up to date tools to assist 
them in serving.

What’s significant is that three 
out of four of these generations 
are not willing to serve out of 
duty. The church can no longer 
recruit workers by showing the 
need and appealing to emotions. 
The church cannot start new min-
istries and expect volunteers to 
fill all the slots. You can’t struc-
ture small groups or Sunday 
School to have 12 teachers when 
only six people want to teach. 

“When you serve out of duty, 
it is only a matter of time burnout 
sets in. But when you use the gift 
God has given you, you will be 
able to operate at maximum ful-
fillment with minimum frustra-
tion…you will find significance 
in the area of ministry for which 
God has equipped you,” said Gil-
bert.

A new approach to recruiting 
people for service is not to appeal 
to people’s sense of commitment, 
but rather appeal to the spiritual 
gift in them.

During our next study, we’ll 
examine your spiritual gift and 
how it helps you to understand 
how the Holy Ghost works 
through you.

Collier is the pastor of Makari-
os Worship Center, 464 Church 
Rd., Madison. He can be reached 
at 601 260-3016, 601 855-7898 
or e-mail karab5@live.com.

S U B S C R I B E  T O D A Y !

The Mississippi Link
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Understanding the 
spiritual gift within you

The General Missionary Bap-
tist State Convention of Missis-
sippi, Inc. will host its Annual 
Fall Session Nov. 13-16, at Trav-
elers Rest M.B. Church, located 
at 718 Bowmar St. in Vicksburg.  

Baptist churches from across 
the state will convene to learn, 
fellowship and take care of 
convention business during this 

time. The week will be filled 
with trainings for ministers, 
church leaders and members.  

Late night services, seminars, 
auxiliary meetings and services 
will give congregations an op-
portunity to participate in vari-
ous activities of the convention.  

Frankie Jones, Ph.D., of North 
Carolina will conduct the Min-
isters Conference Nov. 14. A 

choir music workshop led by 
Mississippi music legend Lannie 
Spann-McBride will be held for 
children, youth and adult choir 
members on that day, as well.

Angela Carson of Carson 
Consulting Services will conduct 
a faith-based session Nov. 14, 
that will consist of grant writing 
training and information sharing 
from state and federal agencies.

Donaldson Jones, Ph.D., pas-
tor of Mt. New Home M.B. 
Church, Leigton, Ala., and advi-
sor to the national president of 
the National Baptist Convention, 
USA will be the keynote speaker 
for seminary night program Nov. 
15.

For more information, call 
601 955-1132 or visit our web-
site at www.gmbsc.org.

State Baptists to convene in Vicksburg
Special to The Mississippi Link

The anxiety has 
been more than 
some of us can 
bear and I can-
not lie, I was very 
involved with 
watching and the 

back and forth of all matters dur-
ing Election 2016. Many say that 
the presidential campaigning that 
occurred this season was very 
different/strange compared to 
previous years and there is truth 
to that.

Over the past 18 months, those 
who kept up with the Presidential 
election process heard and saw a 
lot of confusion and conflict but 
one thing that many of us are 
not talking about is comradery 
that did evolve. As First Lady 
Michelle Obama coined, “When 
they go low, we go high.”

I won’t talk about the confu-
sion and conflict that has been 
center stage for longer than many 
of us care to remember. So, let’s 
focus briefly on the comradery.

Data indicates that a lot of 
personal relationships were hurt 
because of the rift between the 
presidential candidates. I’d like 
to add that a lot of relationships 
were strengthened because of 
the presidential election. Many 
church members, co-workers and 
family members, friends, and 
even acquaintances, united in a 
stronger voice to let the world 
know that “No weapon formed 
against me shall prosper” (Isa-
iah 54:17).  This is a well-known 
verse but today, I find more com-
fort in:

Proverbs 17:17 (a) – “A friend 
loves at all times, 

Proverbs 19:20 – “Listen to 
advice and accept instruction, 
that you may gain wisdom in the 
future.”

Proverbs 24:5 – “A wise man 
is full of strength, and a man of 
knowledge enhances his might.”

Over the fast few months, I 
witnessed news editorials, Face-
book posts, Twitter feeds and 
other social media messages that 
have called for people to unite 
and to remain on one accord. 
While negative messages were 

centerstage, there were voices 
of calm that remained prevalent 
and persistent and this garnered 
another level of love for all man-
kind.

Yes, it was a contentious cam-
paign period but the bible tells us 
“But love your enemies, do good 
to them, and lend to them without 
expecting to get anything back.  
Then your reward will be great, 
and you will be children of the 
Most High, because he is kind to 
the ungrateful and wicked.”

The election is over but the 
days ahead of us have not yet 
ended so we should move for-
ward in love, peace, and sincer-
ity.

As we begin a new period in 
our lives, let us embrace the new 
leader of our country and walk 
as we have been instructed in 1 
Corinthians 13:4-8 – (4) Love is 
patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. (5) It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it 
is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. (6) Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth. (7) It always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. 
(8) Love never fails. But where 
there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, 
they will be stilled; where there 
is knowledge. It will pass away.

So, come everybody, let’s 
show the love to all mankind and 
share that love in our messages 
for others to see.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, wants to 
serve as your personal messen-
ger to share your good news and 
news of your places of worship.

Remember the verse that I of-
ten share with you – Isaiah 52:7 
(NIV), which reads: “How beau-
tiful on the mountains are the feet 
of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring 
good tidings, who proclaim sal-
vation, who say to Zion, Your 
God reigns!”

To share your news, contact 
Daphne M. Higgins at religion@
mississippilink.com, fax (601) 
896-0091 or mail 2659 Livings-
ton Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from 
the Religion Editor

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., 
Jackson, will begin a six-week small group bible 
study on at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 9.  For more informa-
tion, call (601) 366-7002.  Rev. Jerry Young is the 
pastor.

New Jerusalem Church of God in Christ, 3387 
Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, will host its revival 
November 16 – 18, at 7:30 p.m. each night.  For 
more information, visit www.newjerusalemcogic.
org or call (601) 981-8569.  Rev. Andrew Friday, 
Sr. is the pastor.  

Holy City International Empowerment Minis-
tries, 251 Kearney Park Road, Flora, will host 
its annual Christmas in November at 10 a.m. 
Nov. 19. The day will include free food, toys and 
clothes for needed families.  For more informa-
tion, call (601) 879-3999.  Bishop Stanley Cavett 
Sr. is the pastor.

The Festival of Praise Tour, to be held at the 
Jackson Convention Complex, 105 E. Pascagou-

la St., Jackson; will take place on Nov. 22.  The 
tour will feature multiple Grammy, Stellar and BET 
Award winning artists:  Regina Belle, Fred Ham-
mond, Israel Houghton, Karen Clark Sheard and 
Hezekiah Walker.  The event will be hosted by 
Earthquake. Tickets may be purchased through 
Ticketmaster and other outlets or by phone by 
calling 1-800-745-3000. For additional informa-
tion visit:  http:www.festivalofpraisetour.com/tour-
dates. 

New Jerusalem Church, 5708 Old Canton 
Road, Jackson, will present its annual Christmas 
production, “A King Has Come!” Dec. 18.  The 
doors for this event, which promises to be an as-
tounding musical and visual display depicting the 
story of the birth of Christ, will open at 6 p.m. and 
the event begins at 7 p.m. This free event, filled 
with energetic dance scenes, dramatic imagery, 
and phenomenal singing, will have you uplifted, 
on your feet, singing and clapping. For more infor-
mation, contact Min. Chandra Wise at 601 206-
5844.  Rev. Dwayne K. Pickett Sr. is the pastor.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link



There is no 
telling what God 
would do for us 
if we would get 
hold of Him in a 
greater way. God 
has not changed. 

God is still the same today. 
What is He waiting for? He is 
waiting for people to truly get 
down to business and call upon 
Him. Too many prayers do not 
even get God’s attention.

We find these words in Psalm 
40:1-3, “I waited patiently 
for the Lord and He inclined 
unto me, and heard my cry. He 
brought me up also out of a hor-
rible pit, out of the miry clay, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
and established my goings. And 
He hath put a new song in my 
mouth, even praise unto our 
God: many shall see it, and fear, 
and shall trust in the Lord.”

What was the psalmist talk-
ing about? He said He cried 
(prayed) unto the Lord, and 
God heard his prayer. The Lord 
loosed power and brought him 

up out of the miry clay and set 
his feet upon a rock. There is 
power in prayer.

We must never forget what 
God did for us when we got 
saved. How did we get saved? It 
was through prayer. Yes, we had 
to hear the Word of God, but we 
also had to call on the Name of 
the Lord. We then confessed and 
forsaken our sins, and then the 
Lord loosed power to change us 
from darkness to light, from sin 
to holiness, and from bondage 
to liberty. Again, the Lord did it 
through prayer.

We find these words in James 
5:13-16, “Is any among you af-
flicted? Let him pray. Is any mer-
ry? Let him sing psalms. Is any 
sick among you? Let him call 
for the elders of the church; and 
let them pray over him, anoint-
ing him with oil in the Name of 
the Lord: And the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up; and if he 
have committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him. Confess your 
faults one to another, and pray 
one for another, that ye may be 
healed. The effectual fervent 

prayer of a righteous man avai-
leth much.”

In one of Herbert W. Arm-
strong’s radio broadcasts on the 
book of Hebrews, he says, “We 
need to be in contact with God 
every hour!” God’s purpose for 
us requires a great deal of con-
tact with Him. What is a key el-
ement in coming to know God? 
Prayer! Prayer is contact with 
God, a major tool He provides 
us to develop our relationship 
with Him and our knowledge of 
Him.

While prayer is important, 
notice that in Luke 21:36, Je-
sus speaks these words, “Watch 
therefore, and pray always that 
you may be counted worthy to 
escape all these things that will 
come to pass, and to stand be-
fore the Son of Man.” Jesus is 
speaking, not just about prayer, 
but also about the frequency of 
our prayers. How often are we 
in contact with God throughout 
our day? Do we give Him some 
time in the morning or eve-
ning, but the rest of the day He 
is in none, or very few, of our 
thoughts?

How do we build this vital 
relationship, the one on which 
our salvation depends? We use 
the same process we use to build 
relationships with people. We 
spend time with them, converse 
with them, and experience vari-
ous activities with them. By that 
process, we come to know them 
better. Is it any different with 
God? No! Talking to, spend-
ing time with, and experiencing 
life with God are how we get to 
know Him.

Moreover, knowing God is 
everything. We read these words 
in John 17:3, “And this is eternal 
life, that they may know You, 
the Only True God, and Jesus 
Christ whom You have sent.”

There is tremendous power in 
prayer!

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, An-
derson, Ind. He serves as chair-
man of the Southeastern Associ-
ation of The Church of God, Inc.

Man’s greatest privilege, 
the power of prayer

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Like 100 
million plus 
others, I 
watched the 
p re s iden t i a l 
debates a few 
weeks ago 

featuring Democratic Party 
Presidential nominee Hillary 
Clinton and Republican Party 
Presidential nominee Donald 
Trump.

And like so many others, I 
was disturbed by what I heard. 
It wasn’t really just what was 
said, it was also how it was 
said. In fact, after a while I 
turned the volume down be-
cause the debates were full of 
so much interrupting and nega-
tivity.

I realize that Trump is on the 
Republican Presidential ticket 
and I didn’t expect him to 
have many glowing comments 
about President Barack Obama 
or Hillary Clinton. What disap-
pointed me was how he and 
others in the Republican Party 
wrap themselves in the ideals 
of Christianity but when given 
a chance to show this wonder-
ful religion of reconciliation in 
action, resort to vicious name-
calling, mockery and divisive-
ness.

I know that the world of 
politics is brutal. I guess I just 
had different expectations from 
a group that so proudly claims 
to represent Christian and fam-
ily values.

There was the effort to dis-
credit the now infamous Ac-
cess Hollywood audio tape 
and the nearly dozen alleged 
victims of sexual assault by 
Donald Trump as a “liberal” 
smear campaign. One well-
known evangelical supporter 
called the comments from 
the tape “despicable,” but not 
enough to keep him for voting 
for Trump.

Perhaps the one that is most 
disturbing is the repeating of 
false claims of a rigged elec-

tion by Republican candidates 
and their supporters.

After looking at each of these 
incidents, I am more sad than 
I am angry. I am disappointed 
with how Christianity is be-
ing presented. Additionally, I 
am perplexed on how a politi-
cal party that promotes family 
values could so easily accept 
as standard bearers men who 
openly cheated on their wives 
and marry the mistress soon af-
ter the divorce was final.

Trump is on his third mar-
riage and has stated that he 
has nothing to ask for forgive-
ness for. Top Trump surrogates 
Rudy Giuliani and Newt Gin-
grich both acknowledge “mis-
takes” in past relationships but 
now embrace God’s grace. I 
don’t expect them to carry the 
shame of marital indiscretions 
like the scarlet “A” on their 
marriages forever.  But since 
these are the same folks who 
condemned former President 
Bill Clinton to hell for repeat-
edly cheating on his wife, Hill-
ary (who he remains married to 
regardless of the reason why), 
it just looked not like good 
old-fashioned politics but good 
old-fashioned hypocrisy.

Ephesians 4:29 also says, 
“Don’t use foul or abusive 
language. Let everything you 
say be good and helpful, so 
that your words will be an en-
couragement to those who hear 
them.”

As a Christian, I am embar-
rassed by those who misrep-
resent the amazing grace of 
God to promote their own self-
centered beliefs. However, I 
wonder what scriptural support 
they have that justifies their 
words. For me, it really goes 
back to that old phrase: Actions 
speak louder than words. 

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship ends.” She may 
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com.

So close but 
yet so far

P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org

1750 Place your 
church ad here.

For details call 
601-896-0084



Dear Alma,
I am 40 years old 

and have finally 
decided to cut my 
mother, father, sis-
ter and oldest niece 
out of my life. I’m 

tired of being lied to, deceived and 
treated like the black sheep of the 
family. My mom and I never had 
a mother-daughter relationship.She 
always chose men over her kids.
The relationship has always been 
strained. My mom is much like her 
mother and my sister is like our 
mother. None of them raised their 
own children. I’m raising one of 
my sister’s daughters. My sister is 
just like my dad. My father could 
never do any wrong in my grand-
mother’s eyes; she always bailed 
him out of trouble and everyone 
else was to blame. My sister is so 
much like both of my parents. My 
brother is all I have left of my fam-
ily. He is my mother’s favorite. My 
sister is my father’s favorite and it 
is pretty obvious. The difference 
between my brother and me is that 
I will bust them out on their lies. 
My brother only thinks about say-
ing what I actually say. As for my 
niece, she is on the same road as 
my grandmother, mother and sis-
ter. I’m tired of the lies, drama, 
excuses and deception. Also, if 

you don’t want to take care of kids, 
don’t have them. They blame me 
for everything. I don’t understand 
what I have done wrong in my life 
to be unloved by my family. I’ve 
never tried drugs, I’m not a drink-
er, I graduated from high school, I 
had my first home at 23, my first 
car at 18, I’m raising my niece and 
I’ve been married almost 23 years. 
My sister is totally opposite of me; 
she’s been in jail for drugs, child 
endangerment, had her kids per-
manently removed from her care. I 
could go on and on, but they make 
excuses for her and bail her out of 
trouble, as well as my niece. But 
I’m the bad one. Why are my par-
ents not capable of being parents to 
me?

Signed,
Divorce My Family

Dear DMF,
There are so many pieces to ad-

dress in your email and as much as 
my heart desires to connect them 
all, I’ll stick to the one question 
you’ve asked. Why are your par-
ents incapable of being parents to 
you? The truest answer lies within 
your parents. I do think however, 
they’re parenting you the best 
way they know how. That is in no 
way making excuses or condon-
ing them, but it’s the truth. When 
you become a parent, you realize 
immediately that parents are not 

perfect and they do not have all the 
answers.

It appears to be misspoken words 
and misunderstood conversations 
that have taken place between you, 
your parents and siblings. I have 
a gut feeling you are basing your 
relationships on how or what you 
perceive the other person “thinks 
and feels” about you. From all 
you’ve shared with me, I wouldn’t 
call you the black sheep of the fam-
ily, but that’s how you identified 
yourself. It seems to me, you and 
your brother are trying to break the 
cycle and I hope I’ve read that cor-
rectly.

Yes, it is true, some parents are 
incapable of showing uncondi-
tional love. Many are not flawless 
role models who deliver the exact 
precise words at the exact precise 
time, tickled with a hug and kiss 
on the forehead for good measure. 
You’ve seen the movies, from 
“Mommie Dearest” to “Precious,” 
these mothers were inconceivable, 
birthed out of actual events. Just be-
cause a woman gives birth, doesn’t 
automatically make her loving or 
maternal. Many people, not only as 
children, but also adults, face on-
going emotional and psychological 
abuse at the hands of a parent. The 
fact that you’ve not only survived, 
but thrived in spite of your nega-
tive parental patterns, gives credit 
that you’ve put one foot in front of 

the other, everyday to create a re-
warding path for your life.

Don’t disconnect from your fam-
ily. Yes they are challenging, but so 
is life. My suggestions are, reach 
out to your pastor and/or employee 
assistance program for family coun-
seling services. You should work 
with a professional who can help 
you identify and address the insta-
bility in your family, not run away 
from it. I’d also like for you to go to 
Oprah.com and search for the “Fix 
My Dysfunctional Sisterhood” epi-
sode. It reminds me a bit of your sit-
uation. The problems of your family 
are a learned existence. Like Maya 
Angelou says, once we learn to do 
better, we become better.

Your example of family makes 
me sad and I acknowledge the 
enormity you’re dealing with. Ob-
viously, your parents are not who 
you need them to be. Truth be told, 
we all long for approval and un-
conditional love from our parents, 
it’s the wind beneath our wings. 
Believe that your family is capable 
to navigate away from the nega-
tive, progress towards the positives 
and open their eyes to a new way of 
learning, living and loving. These 
new family practices will benefit 
not just you and your brother, but 
future generations to come.

Email questions to alwaysaskal-
ma@gmail.com. Facebook “Ask 
Alma” and Twitter @almaaskalma.

WASHINGTON – Emboldened 
Republicans claimed a mandate 
Wednesday for President-elect Don-
ald Trump after his astonishing elec-
tion triumph, and an emotional Hill-
ary Clinton told crestfallen supporters 
the GOP victor deserved a “chance 
to lead.” President Barack Obama 
pledged a smooth transition of power.

“We are now all rooting for his 
success in uniting and leading the 
country,” the president said of the 
president-elect, the man who spent 
years questioning Obama’s birthplace 
and challenging the legitimacy of his 
presidency. Obama, who had declared 
Trump unfit for the presidency, invit-
ed him to the White House Thursday.

Trump was uncharacteristically 
quiet in the aftermath of his triumph 
and made no public appearances 
Wednesday. He huddled with jubi-
lant, sleep-deprived advisers at his 
eponymous skyscraper in Manhat-
tan, beginning the daunting task of 
setting up an administration that will 
take power in just over two months. 
He also met with Vice President-elect 
Mike Pence and took calls from sup-
porters, family and friends, according 
to spokeswoman Hope Hicks.

In Washington, Trump’s scant tran-
sition team sprang into action, culling 
through personnel lists for top jobs 
and working through handover plans 
for government agencies. A person 
familiar with the transition operations 
said the personnel process was still in 
its early stages, but Trump’s team was 
putting a premium on quickly filling 
key national security posts.

According to an organizational 
chart for the transition obtained by 
The Associated Press, Trump was 
relying on experienced hands to help 
form his administration. National 
security planning was being led by 
former Michigan Rep. Mike Rogers, 
who previously worked for the FBI. 
Domestic issues were being handled 
by Ken Blackwell, a former Cincin-
nati mayor and Ohio secretary of 
state.

Trump was expected to consider 

several loyal supporters for top jobs, 
including former New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani for attorney gen-
eral or national security adviser and 
campaign finance chairman Steve 
Mnuchin for Treasury secretary. For-
mer House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
and Tennessee Sen. Bob Corker were 
also expected to be under consider-
ation for foreign policy posts.

After struggling for months with 
Trump’s takeover of their party, Re-
publican leaders embraced the busi-
nessman in victory. House Speaker 
Paul Ryan, who was lukewarm in 
his support throughout the campaign, 
praised him for pulling off “the most 
incredible political feat I have seen in 
my lifetime.”

“He just earned a mandate,” Ryan 
declared.

Indeed, Trump will take office in 
January with Congress fully in his 
party’s control, giving him strength to 
try to pass his agenda and turn the Su-
preme Court in a conservative direc-
tion. Even Republicans were stunned 
by the scope of their electoral suc-
cess, including many who had been 
privately predicting Trump’s defeat.

Clinton’s emotions were raw as she 
addressed a crowd of supporters, eyes 
wet with tears, who gathered in a New 
York ballroom. She said the crushing 
loss was “painful and it will be for 
a long time” and acknowledged that 
the nation was “more divided than we 

thought.”
Still, Clinton was gracious in de-

feat, declaring that “Donald Trump 
is going to be our president. We owe 
him an open mind and the chance to 
lead.”

With several million votes still to 
be counted, Clinton held a narrow 
lead in the nationwide popular vote. 
Most of the outstanding votes ap-
peared to be in Democratic-leaning 
states, with the biggest chunk in Cali-
fornia, a state Clinton overwhelm-
ingly won. With almost 125 million 
votes counted, The Associated Press 
tally had Clinton with 47.7 percent 
and Trump with 47.5 percent.

Trump’s sweep of the battleground 
states that decided the election was 
commanding. He carried Florida, 
Ohio and North Carolina, three of 
the election’s biggest prizes, and 
snatched reliably Democratic Penn-
sylvania and Wisconsin away from 
Clinton.

Trump’s support skewed older, 
male and overwhelmingly white. His 
supporters said they were deeply dis-
satisfied with the federal government 
and eager for change, according to 
exit polls conducted by Edison Re-
search for The Associated Press and 
television networks.

If Trump makes good on his cam-
paign promises, the nation stands 
on the brink of sweeping change in 
domestic and foreign policy. He’s 

pledged to repeal Obama’s signature 
health care law and pull out of the 
landmark nuclear accord with Iran. 
He’s vowed to build a wall along the 
U.S.-Mexico border and temporarily 
ban immigration from nations with 
terror ties.

It’s unclear whether Trump, a high-
ly unusual candidate, will embrace 
many of the traditions of the presi-
dency. He’ll enter the White House 
owning his own private jet as well as 
a hotel just blocks away on Pennsyl-
vania Avenue. He never allowed jour-
nalists to fly on his plane during the 
campaign, as is customary for White 
House nominees.

Issues of transparency bubbled up 
right from the start. On Wednesday 
evening, Trump aides said they would 
not bring the press corps to Washing-
ton with the president-elect for his 
meeting with Obama, breaking long-
standing protocol.

Global stock markets and U.S. 
stock futures plunged early Wednes-
day on word of Trump’s election, but 
later recovered. The Dow Jones in-
dustrial average rose 1.4 percent for 
the day in trading in New York.

World leaders congratulated Trump 
on his victory. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who had a con-
tentious relationship with Obama, 
called the Republican a “true friend 
of Israel.” British Prime Minister 
Theresa May said the U.S. and United 
Kingdom would remain “strong and 
close partners on trade, security and 
defense.”

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin was among the first to reach out 
to the incoming American leader. 
Trump praised Putin throughout the 
campaign and advocated a closer re-
lationship with Russia, despite Mos-
cow’s provocations in Ukraine and 
elsewhere.

U.S. intelligence agencies have ac-
cused Russia of hacking Democratic 
organizations during the campaign, 
actions Clinton’s team saw as an indi-
cation that Putin was trying to meddle 
in the election. Trump notably did not 
accept the conclusions of intelligence 
officials.

WASHINGTON – Bernie Sanders says he’s 
prepared to work with Donald Trump to help 
the working class, but will “vigorously oppose” 
other policies promised by the president-elect.

The independent Vermont sena-
tor has released a statement noting 
Trump “tapped into the anger of a 
declining middle class that is sick 
and tired of establishment econom-
ics, establishment politics and the 
establishment media.”

He says that if Trump “is serious about pur-
suing policies that improve the lives of working 
families in this country, I and other progressives 
are prepared to work with him.”

But Sanders adds that if Trump “pursues rac-
ist, sexist, xenophobic and anti-environment 
policies, we will vigorously oppose him.”

Sanders ran against Hillary Clinton for the 
Democratic presidential nomination, and sup-
ported her candidacy after she won that race.

NEW YORK – Serious deal-seekers are al-
ready planning their Thanksgiving weekend 
shopping, and experts believe that once again 
the holiday itself may offer better deals than 
Black Friday the day afterward.

Amid the clutter of deals clamoring for at-
tention, smart and careful shoppers can come 
out ahead.

“Start researching and planning,” says Ben-
jamin Glaser, features editor with DealNews.
com, a deal comparison website.

Here are four ways to get the most out of 
Black Friday weekend – and beyond.

STUDY UP: Make a comprehensive list 
of what you plan to buy, research what those 
items usually sell for at full price and on sale, 
and figure out how much you want to spend.

Also check out store flyers from previous 
years online, since many retailers repeat the 
same deals at the same price. Eighty percent of 
the products and 43 percent of the prices high-
lighted on the front pages of the 2015 and 2014 
Black Friday flyers of Best Buy, Macy’s, Tar-
get, Kohl’s, Walmart and J.C. Penney were the 
same, says Market Track LLC, a price tracking 
firm.

Make sure to note at what times different 
stores plan to start their Black Friday deals – 
both online and at the store. For example, J.C. 
Penney is making its deals available on its 
website on the Wednesday before Thanksgiv-
ing for the first time. It will open its doors on 
Thanksgiving at 3 p.m., the same time as last 
year. Kohl’s offered last Thursday a subset of 
the Black Friday deals that will be available for 
Thanksgiving, when it opens its doors at 6 p.m. 
For the first time, it will offer “doorbusters” 
online starting on Thanksgiving while supplies 
last. In the past, doorbusters were only at the 
store.

LOOK AT THE WHOLE SEASON: Retail-
ers have been starting to spread their offers out, 
with some starting well before Thanksgiving 
and Black Friday. Earlier this month, Wal-Mart 
and Amazon.com both kicked off holiday deals 
on thousands of items.

Still, there’s a good chance you can get a 
better deal on Thanksgiving for certain items. 
DealNews.com says 38 percent of the specials 
pushed on the holiday were what the site con-
sidered top deals, compared to only 31 percent 
for Black Friday.

But not every deal is the best on Thanksgiv-
ing. DealNews.com says it’s likely better to 
buy cameras, TVs, tablets and major applianc-
es on Thanksgiving, and tools on Black Friday. 
On the Monday after Thanksgiving, known as 
Cyber Monday, is also a good day for shoppers 
to get deep discounts on clothing and laptops.

Traci Gregorski, senior vice president of 
marketing at Market Track, says that Monday 
is also a good time to buy laptops, small appli-
ances and toys and games, based on an analy-
sis of more than 1,400 listings across Amazon, 
Best Buy, Kmart, Sears, Target and Wal-Mart.

By Alma Gill
NNPA News Wire Columnist

NATIONAL

Sanders will 
work with Trump 
on some issues

Tips for getting 
deals for the Black 
Friday weekend

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

12 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comNOVEMBER 10 - 16, 2016

Trump claims mandate; Clinton 
says give him ‘chance to lead’

Ask Alma: My family treats me like 
trash and I’m ready to cut them off

The Associated Press

Sanders

By Julie Pace
AP White House Correspondent

By Anne D’innocenzio
AP Retail Writer

Hillary Clinton greets supporters after speaking at the New Yorker Hotel in New 
York Nov. 9, 2016, where she conceded her defeat to Republican Donald Trump 
after the hard-fought presidential election. AP PHOTO/ANDREW HARNIK
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LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE

I, the member of Next Level Entertainment LLC, intend to make applica-
tion for an On-Premise Retailer permit as provided for by the Local Op-
tion Alcoholic Beverage Control Law, Section 67-1-1, et seq., of the Mis-
sissippi Code of 1972, and Annotated. If granted such permit, I propose 
to operate as a limited liability company under the trade name of Next 
Level Entertainment LLC located at 3645 Highway 80 W, Jackson MS 
of Hinds County. The name(s), title(s), and address(es) of the owner(s)/
partners/corporate officer(s) and/or majority stockholder(s)/member(s)/
trustee of the above named business are: Leland Socrates Garrett. If 
any person wishes to request a hearing to object to the issuance of this 
permit a request for a hearing must be made in writing and received 
by the Department of Revenue within (15) days from the first date this 
notice was published. Requests shall be sent to: Chief Counsel, Legal 
Division, Department of Revenue, P.O. Box 22828, Jackson, MS 39225 

Date of First Publication: November 3, 2016. This the 2nd day of No-
vember, A.D., 2016.

11/03/2016, 11/10/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS BY THE OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY, 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI FOR PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICES 
FOR THE CITY OF JACKSON 

The Office of the City Attorney is soliciting proposals from qualified at-
torneys licensed in the State of Mississippi to provide public defender ser-
vices in the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 

The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the Request for Pro-
posals and the Eligibility Guidelines. It is available for public inspection at 
the City of Jackson’s Office of the City Clerk. 

Please note, as a pre-condition to selection, every contractor, bidder or of-
fer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) 
Plan Application with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions 
of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance. 
Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application, EBO Program, the 
MBE/FBE Directory and the MBE/FBE Certification Affidavit are available 
at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi. 

All proposals must be sealed and plainly marked on the outside of the 
envelope: Proposal for Public Defender Services. 

Proposals are due at the Office of the City Clerk, 200 S. President Street, 
Jackson, M ississippi, no later than 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 6, 
2016. 

Proposal packets wiII be opened on Tuesday, December 6, 2016 at 3:30 
p.m. in the Council Chamber at City Hall, 219 South President Street. 

The contract to manage the Public Defender Office will be awarded to the 
Respondent determined by the City of Jackson to be the best Respondent 
utilizing the criteria set forth in the Information for Respondents. 

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals for 
any reason at any time prior to execution of a contract with the Respondent 
selected by the City of Jackson to manage the Public Defender Office; to 
waive any and all informalities in the process; and to hold all Proposals for 
examination for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days. 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 

11/10/2016, 11/17/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be 
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, December 6, 2016, at which time said bids 
will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street 
(City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

37301----120616----12, Month Supply of Foods-- Dairy Products- Group IV

37888----120616-----12, Month Supply of Foods – Fresh Produce- Group V- 
(Fruits/Vegetables)              

38601---120616------12, Month Supply of Foods- Frozen/Chilled- Group IA- 
(Breads & Desserts)

38602---120616------12, Month Supply of Foods-- Frozen/Chilled- Group IB- 
(Fruits/Vegetables)

38603---120616------12, Month Supply of Foods--- Frozen/Chilled- Group IC- 
(Meats/Meat Products)
      
38701---120616-------12, Month Supply of Foods-- Canned/Dry- Group IIA- 
(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)  

38702---120616-—---12, Month Supply of Foods-- Canned/Dry- Group IIB- 
(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)

38801----120616------12, Month Supply of Foods- Condiments- Group III

39331----120616—---12, Month Supply of Foods—Baby Food

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT  HYPERLINK “http://WWW.JACKSONMS.
GOV” WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid 
specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with 
House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each 
bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the 
City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Or-
dinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an 
eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please 
contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of 
the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program 
are available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President 
Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications.  The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part 
of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA; Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533 or 1025

11/10/2016, 11/17/2016

Attention:

I, Johnny Johnson, am making a public inquiry into the whereabouts of 
Sonet Womack Johnson. She and I were unsuccessfully married for a 
short time many years ago and I have been relentlessly searching for her 
to obtain a divorce. I have not the slightest idea of where she may be but 
she has been missing for a very long time. If anyone knows the where-
abouts of Sonet Womack Johnson please contact me at (504) 295-4810 
or my email address johnnymarie54@gmail.com. 

Johnny Johnson

10/27/2016 11/03/2016 11/10/2016 11/17/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for RFPS

RFP 2016-10 Lead Partner to Provide Training on Lesson Plans
Implementation for the MS Assessment Program (MAP)

and Subject Area Testing program (SATP2)

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) November 18, 2016, at which time and place they will be 
publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the accep-
tance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are 
opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of 
charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or 
documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS 
website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

11/03/2016, 11/10/2016

10/27/2016, 11/03/2016, 11/10/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 3956

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Friendship Baptist Church has filed with the Planning Board for the 
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to build a fellowship hall 
and accessory parking within a R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District 
on property located at multiple parcels on Bishop St. & Bailey Ave. (101-122-1, 
101-122-2, 101-122-3, 101-122-4, 101-122-5, 101-122-6, 101-122-7, 101-122-
8) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as:

Lots 10 & 12, Underwood Survey, Part 1, a subdivision according to a map or 
plat thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 4 at Page 56 thereof; reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Lot 13, Underwood Survey, A subdivision in the City of Jackson, First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, State of Mississippi, according to a map or plat thereof, 
on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at 
Jackson, Mississippi, recorded in Plat Book 4 at Page 56 thereof, reference to 
which is hereby made.

Lot No. Fourteen (14) of Underwood Survey, Part One, according to a map or 
plat thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 4 at Page 56, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Lot 15, Underwood Survey, Part 1, a subdivision according to the map or plat 
thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 4 at Page 56 thereof, reference 
to which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Lot 16, Underwood Survey Part 1, a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County 
at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 4 page 56, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description; LESS AND EXCEPT 5’ off West 
side thereof conveyed to City of Jackson by instrument recorded in Book 816, 
Page 408 in said Clerk’s  office.

Lots 17 and 18, Underwood Survey, Part 1, a subdivision according to a map 
or plat thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk 
of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 4, Page 56, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Lot No. nineteen (19) of Underwood Survey, Part 1, according to the map or plat 
thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, 
at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 4 at Page 56 therein.

Being the same property conveyed to grantors herein by warranty deed of July 
13, 1964, recorded in Book 1512, Page 201 in the aforesaid Clerk’s office.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, November 
16, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard 
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established 
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning 
property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zon-
ing Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Admin-
istrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate 
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 21st day of October 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/27/2016, 11/10/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS 
TO THE 

CITY OF JACKSON ZONING ORDINANCE

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in anywise 
affected thereby, that the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, will be con-
ducting a public hearing on proposed text amendments to the City of Jackson 
Official Zoning Ordinance as adopted on May 29, 1974 and subsequently 
amended. 

Amendments to the text of the Zoning ordinance are intended to provide for a 
more efficient Zoning Ordinance and establish more effective zoning regula-
tions for each of the zoning districts. Copies of the proposed text amendments 
are available for review at the Office of City Planning 200 S President Street, 
Suite 204, Jackson, and MS 39201.  For additional information please submit 
an email to eainsworth@city.jackson.ms.us.

The said proposed text amendments will be heard at the City Planning Board 
Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. 
Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., 
on Wednesday, November 16, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or 
affected thereby will be heard after which a record will be established upon 
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person own-
ing property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City 
Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration 
thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the 
Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this the 21st day of October, 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/27/2016, 11/10/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION 

ZONING CASE NO. 3949

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way 
affected thereby, that Mary Armstrong has filed with the Planning Board for the 
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Special Exception to operate a 
residential daycare center in a R-2 (Single-Family & Two-Family) Residential 
District for property located at 252 E. Longview Dr., in the First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lot 17 & 18, Block N, Beverly Heights, Part 3, a subdivision according to a 
map or plat there which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 11 at Page 36, 
reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 28, 2016 with a recommendation to deny.  The applicant has filed an 
Appeal of the recommendation of the Planning Board.  The Case will be heard 
at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City 
Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday, 
November 21, 2016.

WITNESS my signature this 21ST day of October 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

10/27/2016, 11/10/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

PUBLIC ACCESS GATES ORDINANCE

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON 
THE PUBLIC ACCESS GATES ORDINANCE TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT 
IS SCHEDULED FOR MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M. IN 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESI-
DENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE 
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT (601) 960-1993 FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION.

11/10/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR ST. DOMINIC’S HOSPITAL

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE SIGN VARIANCE FOR ST. DOMINIC’S HOSPITAL TO RECEIVE 
CITIZEN INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2016 AT 
10:00 A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 
SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITI-
ZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS 
& LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

10/27/2016 11/03/2016  11/10/2016
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
LEGAL PUBLICATIONS FOR 2016 

Pursuant to Section 21-39-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, notice 
is hereby given that the City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) seeks 
competitive bids for the City of Jackson’s annual contract for legal publica-
tions. 

Sealed bids will be received in the Office of the City Clerk at City Hall in the 
City of Jackson, until 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, November 22, 2016, for the publica-
tion of the City of Jackson’s proceedings, ordinances, resolutions, and other 
notices required to be published. All submitted bids should be sealed and 
plainly marked “Bid for Legal Publications” on the outside of the envelope. 

Each bidder is responsible for documenting its bid with the necessary attach-
ments evidencing its qualifications and compliance with all criteria set forth in 
Section 13-3-31 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended. 

Each bid must be submitted on the bid form provided by the Office of the City 
Clerk. Each bidder must quote a per word rate of a one hundred word adver-
tisement to the nearest one millionth of a dollar, e.g. 0.999999. The quoted 
per word rate must be for a first, second and third publication. Bidders must 
also include a flat rate for supplying a proof of publication. 

The determination of the low bidder will be based on a per word rate of a one 
hundred word advertisement, published three (3) times and a single proof of 
publication. The successful bidder will be awarded a one-year contract for the 
term of January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017. 

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
By: Kristi Moore, City Clerk 

                                                                                 11/10/2016, 11/17/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Advertisement for Bid

Bid 3051- Pre-K Classroom Furniture for all JPSD Pre-K Classrooms

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 (Local Pre-
vailing Time) December 05, 2016, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project will be 
held at Jackson Public School Office of Early Childhood, 662 S. President 
Street, Jackson, MS  39201, on November 18, 2016, at 9:00 A.M.  Attendance 
at the pre-bid conference is mandatory. The Board of Trustees reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the ac-
ceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids 
are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free 
of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, 
or documents may be picked up at the above address. 

11/10/2016, 11/17/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 12/15/2016 , for:

RE: GS# 423-095 Cottage Sprinkler Systems 
 Hudspeth Regional Center

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional: Mark S. Vaughan, Architect 
Address:     305 B Jefferson Street
  Clinton, Mississippi 39056
Phone:  601-925-6111
Email:                   msvarch@telepak.net

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

11/10/2016, 11/17/2016

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR VIRTUAL SERVERS
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

PROJECT NUMBER: 008-17
NOVEMBER 9, 2016

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Pro-
posal”) for professional services from qualified Respondents to provide equip-
ment, software, technical support, and installation in regards to a VMware 
upgrade to our current virtual server hardware and software system infra-
structure (“Services”).

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA, 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International 
Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. on 
Monday, December 12, 2016 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for 
Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of 
JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General 
Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and 
Criteria for Selection. 

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents 
from JMAA by contacting Mr. Chad Parker, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, 
as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Chad Parker, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 516
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: cparker@jmaa.com 

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, 
any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA 
to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregulari-
ties in the selection process.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 20% for the Services so-
licited by this RFP.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

11/10/2016 11/17/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS
PUBLIC TRANSIT PLANNING, ENGINEERING, AND 

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT SERVICES

Jackson State University
Institute of Government

1400 John R. Lynch Street
PO Box 18115

Jackson, MS 39217

Jackson State University’s Institute of Government is seeking qualified and 
experienced professional planning and engineering firms, and or individual 
consultants with extensive background in public transit planning, analysis, 
operational and administrative evaluation, and budget management and rec-
ommendations to collaborate and partner with its internal program personnel 
involving a small-to-mid size urban core city and metropolitan area that has 
requested a compressive assessment of its current public transit operation.

Proposed Scope of Work

The University’s Institute of Government (IOG) shall be the overall project 
manager and thereby represent the University as the primary professional 
service provider to the client.  The contract to be consummated shall be be-
tween the client and Jackson State University.  Any sub-contractual agree-
ments derived as a result of this response and evaluation of qualifications 
shall be consummated between those entities and the University.

The client has engaged IOG through conversations and procurement practic-
es deemed acceptable by the Federal Transit Administration through Federal 
regulations C4220, and Section 5307.  Due to the comprehensive analysis 
and recommendations required for the client’s transit assessment, IOG has 
deemed it appropriate to engage the professional transit experience of firms 
and or individuals to assist/partner in this endeavor.

In summary perspective, the client detailed two specific requests: the need 
for an intermediate transit improvement and route optimization plan, and an 
evaluation and recommendation of costs, effectiveness, process and chal-
lenges of creating a regional transit authority.

Statement of Qualifications (SOQ)

IOG is accepting Statements of Qualifications from qualified and experienced 
professional planning and engineering firms, and or individual consultants 
with extensive background in public transit planning, analysis, operational and 
administrative evaluation, and budget management and recommendations.  
The Statement of Qualifications should include the following information:
 • Name of firm, organization, or individual and personal status in relationship 
to this SOQ
 • Summary statement of prior public transit planning or administrative experi-
ence
 • References citing prior history of public transit experience, including time 
and costs 
 • Capacity of the firm if so associated, or experience of the individual
 • List of at least five (5) prior client or supervisor references of work performed

Submittal

One (1) hard copy and one (1) electronic copy of a firm or individual response 
to the SOQ must be received by the Department of Purchasing and Travel at 
Jackson State University at the following physical and email address by the 
close of business, 5:00 p.m., Monday November 28, 2016.  The address and 
email contact is as follows:

Jackson State University
Department of Purchasing and Travel
(Administration Tower, 4th Floor)
1400 John R. Lynch Street
PO Box 18115
Jackson, MS 39217

Email address: paula.d.nelson@jsums.edu

 The hard copy must be submitted in a sealed envelope with the firm’s or indi-
vidual’s name, “Statement of Qualifications” and the due date clearly identified 
on the outside.  Jackson State University, at its sole discretion, reserves the 
right to reject any and all SOQ’s and to waive any informality in the proposal. 
The University also reserves the right to reject, for any reason that seems 
sufficient, any or all Statements or Qualifications in whole or in part and to 
waive irregularities in the State of Qualifications received.  All firms submitting 
Statement of Qualifications will receive a written response from the University 
and IOG as to which firms are selected for further consideration or selection.

11/10/2016 11/17/2016
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Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $4500 of each lot and then a 1% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, Nov. 16th &
Thur., Nov. 17th, 2016 • 9am

1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi

Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Farm Tractors, Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & More

Day 2: Selling Dozers, Excavators, Motor Graders, Off Road Trucks,
Rubber-tired Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction
Eq., Forklifts, Logging Eq., Service Trucks, Water Trucks & More
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EMPLOYMENT

WANTED: DIRECTOR

PRIVATE NON-PROFIT HAS AN OPENING FOR A DIRECTOR
MUST HAVE MASTERS DEGREE IN MENTAL HEALTH, INTELLECTUAL / 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES OR A RELATED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
FIELD

INTERESTED PARTIES SHOULD CONTACT EDGAR BROWN @ 601-969-
3733 by November 15, 2016.

11/03/2016, 11/10/2016

Warehouse Sale
Habitat for Humanity

615 Stonewall St., JXN • 8 a.m.–Noon, 11/12/16 • New & Used • Construc-
tion Materials & Supplies • Appliances, Household Items • Sold AS IS • 
Cash or Credit Cards • 601-353-6060

11/10/2016 Help Wanted/Drivers 
Drivers: Sign-On Bonus & Paid Orientation!

Low-cost Insurance 
Holiday & Vacation Pay, 401k

CDL Class-A
Call to start your career with Averitt:

855-779-2818
11/10/2016 11/17/2016 11/24/2016 12/01/2016

11/10/2016 11/17/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS  
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

NRCS EWP DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
(GROVE PARK, PLEASANT AVENUE & NIMITZ STREET)

Jackson, Mississippi
PROJECT NO. 16B5002.901

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. CST, 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 at the City Clerk’s Office located at 219 S. President 
St., for supplying all labor, materials and equipment as required under the plans 
and specifications for the construction of NRCS EWP Drainage Improvements 
(Grove Park, Pleasant Avenue & Nimitz Street), City Project No. 16B5002.901. 
Please address envelope to City Clerk, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205.

The entire project must be completed within (120) calendar days.  The contract will 
be subject to liquidated damages in the amount Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) 
per calendar day for each consecutive calendar day in which the contract time is 
exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an equal business 
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a precondition to selec-
tion, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s 
Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded 
an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact the office of Economic Development at (601) 
960-1856. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of 
the Program are available at 200 South President Street, Warren Hood Building, 
Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
 
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and 
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, 
initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract 
with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the 
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment 
opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders 
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or 
disability in consideration for an award.

Specifications and Proposals forms are on file and open to public inspection on the 
4th floor (Engineering Division) of the Warren Hood Building located at 200 South 
President Street, Jackson, MS 39205. One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifications, 
and Contract Documents may be procured from Crown Engineering, PLLC, upon 
payment of $100.00 dollars, which will not be refunded. Please contact Calvin 
Dean, PE, at (601) 713-4346 for directions or any additional information for pro-
curement of plans and specifications. The Standard Specifications adopted by the 
City Council may be procured from the Department of Public Works, if desired 
upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specification.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on November 22, 2016, at 2:00 P.M. local time, 
in the 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other 
interested parties are encouraged to attend.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of re-
sponsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establishing its 
classification as to the value and type of construction on which it is authorized to 
bid. Each bidder must deposit with its proposal, a bid bond or certified check in an 
amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid for the work, payable to the City 
of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond each 
in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount awarded. 
Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Performance Bonds 
must file with each bond a certified and effective dated copy of their power of at-
torney.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City of 
Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each bidder 
shall write its certificate of responsibility number on the outside of the sealed enve-
lope containing its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any 
and all informalities

Jerriot Smash Marshand Crisler 
Interim Director Interim Chief Administrative Department of Public Works Of-
ficer

Terry Williamson 
Legal Counsel 
Department of Public Works 

11/10/2016, 11/17/2016
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but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®
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Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY 

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.

Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,

Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$799 while supplies last!
Many More Safe Models At

Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 
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If you or a loved one had an Essure® permanent
birth control device implanted and su	ered from

one or more of the following symptoms:
•Device Migration

•Uterine or Fallopian Tube Perforation
•Hysterectomy or Surgical Removal of Device
•Abnormal, Unintended or Ectopic Pregnancy

•Pain, Heavy Metal Toxicity or Other Serious Side E�ects

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION!

Call Attorney �omas W. Brock
McComb, MS  800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Attorney’s Fee unless you make a recovery.
Free background information available upon request.
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

ABSOLUTE AUCTION - November 5.
Fulton Auto Auction. 405 E. Main St.,
Fulton, MS 38843. OPEN TO THE PUB-
LIC. Sells where is, as is. Pre-register at
662-862-7374.

HOUSEBOAT FOR SALE - 1969
DRIFTER. 12 ft x 44 ft. Steel hull with cat-
walks. New bottom in 2010. No genera-
tor. Needs new blackwater tank and toilet.
Good old boat but is definitely a fixer-
upper! Located in Ridgeland on Barnett
Reservoir.  $2,500. No owner financing.
Pics available. Text or call: 601-503-
6738. 

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Train at home for a career working
with Medical Billing and Insurance
Claims. Online training can get you
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln Heritage
Life Insurance wants insurance Agents.
Leads - No Cold Calls - Commissions
Paid Daily - Agency Training. Life
Insurance required. Call 1-888-713-
6020 

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.
FLATBED OWNER OPERATORS! We’ve
got Flatbed freight! Paying 78% plus
100% of fuel surcharge! No forced dis-
patch! Home at your request! Call today!
1-888-975-4709

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com 

PAYING TOO MUCH FOR SR-22 or
similar high-risk car insurance? Call
NOW to see how we could save you
money today! 1-800-715-5295

GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
(FREE!) with Choice All-Included
Package. $60/mo for 24 months.  No
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-215-
6713
DISH NETWORK - NEW FLEX PACK.
Select the Channels You Want. FREE
Installation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24
months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a
month. CALL 1-800-319-2526

DO YOU OWE $10,000 IN BACK
TAXES? We help people resolve tax debt.
$50 cash back upon sign-up. BBB
Accredited. Call for free consultation. 1-
800-942-3817

PROTECT YOUR HOME with fully cus-
tomizable security and 24/7 monitoring
right from your smart-phone. Receive up
to $1500 in equipment, free (restrictions
apply). Call 1-800-815-5610

DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT CHIL-
DREN, $125. Includes name change
and property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-733-
7165, call us toll FREE 24/7.
NEED LEGAL REPRESENTATION? We
can help with your new personal injury,
DUI, criminal defense, divorce or bank-
ruptcy case. 888-641-7560
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.

CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain,
arthritis? Recent Medicare / health cover-
age changes may benefit you! Products
are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
1-800-307-7855.
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493
OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  Only
4.8 pounds and FAA approved for air
travel!  May be covered by medicare.
Call  for FREE info kit:  888-964-0893
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.
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To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

Advertising
Solutions

That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

OH,
BABY!

Shouldn’t you 

advertise where 

people look?

60% of Mississippians cite newspapers 
as the advertising source they rely on most, making the paper 

Mississippi’s #1 local advertising source!

Regional Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900
2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350

3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100
Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Rates Available.

Mississippi Press Services

To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org
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For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

After a straight-set loss to 
Jackson State University Nov. 4, 
the Alcorn State University vol-
leyball squad squandered a 2-0 
lead and ultimately dropped a 
five-setter to Mississippi Valley 
State University Nov. 6 inside 
the R.W. Harrison Complex.

The Lady Braves (2-20, 1-12 
SWAC) fell in straight sets (25-
23, 25-14, 25-22) to the Lady Ti-
gers (6-21, 5-9 SWAC) despite 
seven kills from junior Heather 
Jackson which tied a match high 
along with JSU’s Dayjah Stew-
art and Madison Wolf.

Alcorn made a 3-0 run in the 
first set behind a Brittney Dumas 
kill and back-to-back Leticia 
Gonzales service aces to tie the 
opening frame at 12. The Lady 
Braves led by as many as four 
at 19-15 after a Jackson kill be-

fore the Lady Tigers proceeded 
to outscore Alcorn 10-4 the rest 
of the way including six of the 
last eight.

Despite swapping three-point 
surges to start the second set, 
it was again the Lady Tigers 
who prevailed at the end of the 
stanza. With the Lady Braves 
trailing 17-13, JSU scored five 
straight to push the advantage 
to nine.

Following a Tyler Moorer ser-
vice error, Alcorn allowed three 
JSU kills to close out the second 
set.

The Lady Braves faltered in 
the deciding frame despite 11 
kills, the highest set output dur-
ing the match. Alcorn actually 
outperformed the Lady Tigers 
from an attacking standpoint, 
recording one less error with the 
same amount of kills.

The service was the difference 
as the Lady Braves committed 
three service errors to JSU’s 
two. The Lady Tigers also held 
a 2-0 advantage in aces.

Despite the loss, Gonzales re-
corded a match-high five service 
aces which also marks the high-
est total in a match for a Lady 
Brave this season.

Alcorn had a 2-0 set edge on 
MVSU (3-23, 1-14 SWAC) be-
fore committing nine hitting er-
rors and dropping each of the 
next two sets. The Lady Braves 
had just eight attacking errors 
between the first two frames.

The final set features a back-
and-forth affair with seven ties. 
The Devilettes took advantage 
of two Alcorn attacking errors 
down 10-9 and got a kill from 
Marissa Chalmers to take a 12-
10 lead which the Lady Braves 

could not overcome.
A Barbara Garrett kill put Al-

corn within one at 13-12 before 
MVSU closed the match on a 
Cynthia Richardson kill and an-
other Lady Braves attack error.

Richardson totaled a match-
high 15 kills while Garrett 
spearheaded Alcorn with 12. Se-
nior libero Carol-Kiam Assato 
tallied over five digs per set, 27 
in total. Senior setter Sydney 
Mellom racked up 21 assists and 
10 digs for her second consecu-
tive double-double against the 
Devilettes.

Alcorn returns to the Davey L. 
Whitney Complex this weekend 
in its final two home matches 
of the season. The Lady Braves 
face Prairie View A&M Nov. 
11, at 4:30 p.m. before dueling 
Texas Southern for Senior Day 
at 1 p.m. Nov. 12.

More than 40 years after they 
won a historic state champion-
ship at one of Mississippi’s first 
successfully integrated schools, 
players from the 1975 Callaway 
High School Chargers football 
team watched as the Mississippi 
Sports Hall of Fame and Muse-
um enshrined their trophy.

It’s been a long time coming 
for the Chargers.

Callaway High School stood 
out as a leader in the integration 
of public schools in Mississip-
pi. Established in 1966 during 
the civil rights movement, the 
school began busing students in 
1971. The integrated 1975 Call-
away High School football team 
came together, in spite of tense 
race relations produced by those 
times, to pull off a perfect 12-0 
season and claim the state title. 
An amazing 21 out of 22 start-
ers from that squad went on to 
college.

A Mississippi Legislature 
resolution, which was read in 
its entirety during the ceremo-
ny, commended not only the 
team’s outstanding athletic per-
formance but the more noble 
achievement of having “devel-
oped a winning and coopera-
tive spirit and a high degree of 
sportsmanship.”

One of the most successful 
players from the team, Tyrone 
Keys, went on to attend and 

graduate from Mississippi State 
University where he continued 
to standout in football. Keys 
helped the Bulldogs defeat then 
No. 1 ranked Alabama, break-
ing through the line with six 
seconds remaining in the game 
to hit Tide quarterback Don Ja-
cobs and force a crucial fumble 
as Alabama neared the end zone. 
Mississippi State’s 6-3 victory 
snapped the Tide’s 28-game 
winning streak and represented 
the Bulldogs’ first win against 
Alabama in 23 years.

Keys was named to the Mis-
sissippi State All Century Team 
and was the only former Bull-

dog inducted into the Missis-
sippi State Education Hall of 
Fame. He later joined the NFL’s 
Chicago Bears and played on 
the 1985 Super Bowl Champi-
onship team. Keys was inducted 
into the Mississippi Sports Hall 
of Fame with the Class of 2009.

After his playing days, Keys 
established All Sports Com-
munity Service, a nonprofit 
that mentors student-athletes 
aiming for college, and earned 
national recognition. He has 
twice received invitations to the 
White House. In 2008, President 
George W. Bush recognized him 
for community service as the 

founder of All Sports, and in 
2011, President Barack Obama 
recognized Keys and his 1985 
Chicago Bears whose trip to the 
White House after winning the 
Super Bowl was preempted for 
more than a decade.

The trophy installation cer-
emony at the Mississippi Sports 
Hall of Fame honored the mem-
bers and coaches of the 1975 
team, including head coach 
Charles Allman, and assistant 
coaches Odell Jenkins, Skip Bil-
bro, Bill Lee, and Mississippi 
Sports Hall of Fame inductee 
Hill Denson.

Team member Jerome Gentry, 

the self-appointed documentar-
ian of events that unfolded at 
Callaway in the 1960s and 70s, 
wrote the book “Mississippi’s 
Uncovered Glory.” It tells the 
story of the unity of black and 
white team members working 
together to create a powerful 
bond of achievement.

Though the Callaway Char-
gers football team came close 
to a repeat appearance at the 
state championship as recently 
as 2013, they have yet to bring 
another championship to the 
school. However, in the 50-
year history of Callaway High, 
a number of football greats have 

emerged. Six of these acclaimed 
players were inducted into the 
50th Anniversary Callaway 
Legends Hall of Fame. The in-
ductees, along with Keys, were:

• Bobby Wallace (1972) – 
Coach of North Alabama Uni-
versity, winners of four national 
championships under Wallace’s 
leadership and the first Divi-
sion II team invited to the White 
House; Division II Coach of the 
Quarter Century; Inducted into 
three Halls of Fame: Division II 
Football Hall of Fame, the UNA 
Athletic Hall of Fame, and the 
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame

• Ronald Clump Taylor (1975) 
– University of Southern Missis-
sippi Hall of Fame and All Cen-
tury Team

• Jerald Baylis (1980) – Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi 
Team of the Century

• Milton Mack (1982) – Al-
corn State Hall of Fame

• Jimmy Smith (1987) – Jack-
son State University All-Centu-
ry Team and Jacksonville Jag-
uars Ring of Honor

Hall of Fame officials retired 
the Callaway jerseys of Wal-
lace, Keys, and Smith and put 
them on display at the school as 
a tribute to these past champi-
ons. Bobby Hawthorn, who was 
a chemistry teacher at Callaway 
in 1975, served as chairman of 
the Callaway Legends Hall of 
Fame program.

Lady Braves fall to Jackson State, Mississippi Valley

Callaway’s 1975 Chargers honored 
by Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Tyrone Keys, Jerome Gentry and David Bean, members from the undefeated Callaway 
team, joined Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame executive director Bill Blackwel (far left) for 
the special ceremony.

Tyrone Keys (left) holds the 1975 State Champion-
ship Trophy while Callaway Principal William Tram-
mell III holds a gold 50th Anniversary football.

Dnada Smith gets ready to make her move during play. PHOTO COURTESY 
ALCORN ATHLETICS



BOOK REVIEW:
“TALES OF THE TALENTED 
TENTH: BESSIE STRINGFIELD”
BYJOEL CHRISTIAN GILL
  C.2016, FULCRUM BOOKS
  $23.95 / $31.95 CANADA  • 122 PAGES

Omar Sy is an award-winning actor, comedian, 
comic writer and television personality who has es-
tablished himself as an international star. With over 
30 screen credits on his impressive resume, Omar 
became a household name after the smash hit The 
Intouchables, his third collaboration with directors 
Olivier Nakache and Eric Toledano.

His performance in that film earned Omar a César 
for Best Actor in 2012, and the movie went on to 
gross over $425 million worldwide. And he subse-
quently re-teamed with Nakache and Toledano in 
2014 for Samba. This December, he will be seen in 
Hugo Gélin’s Demain Tout Commence.

Over the last several years, Omar parlayed his suc-
cess in Europe into Hollywood productions, starring 
in X-Men: Days of Future Past with Hugh Jackman, 
Jennifer Lawrence, and Michael Fassbender, as well 
as Colin Trevorrow’s Jurassic World with Chris Pratt. 
Both films went on to achieve the highest worldwide 
box office grosses in their respective franchises.

More recently, he’s starred in John Wells’ Burnt 
with Bradley Cooper, Sienna Miller, Lily James, and 
Alicia Vikander, as well as in Roschdy Zem’s French-
language period piece Chocolat. Here, Omar talks 
about playing Christoph Bouchard opposite Tom 
Hanks in Ron Howard’s Inferno.

Kam Williams: Hi Omar. I’m honored to have this 
opportunity to speak with you.

Omar Sy: My pleasure, Kam.
KW: What interested you in Inferno?
OS: It was the fact that I would have an opportu-

nity to work with a wonderful and amazing director 
in Ron Howard, and with a legendary actor in Tom 
Hanks at the same time. Also, I don’t want to spoil 
the story, but I liked the script and the idea of playing 
a character without a smile for the first time.

KW: Especially since you started out as a come-
dian.

OS: Yes, as actors, we’re always looking for some 
challenges, and playing a character like Christoph, 
with a twist, in a very dark thriller, was a big chal-
lenge for me. And on top of everything, it was in 
English.

KW: I enjoyed this film more than the first two in 
the franchise, primarily because it had more action 
and less talk.

OS: Ron made Rush prior to Inferno. Rush had a 
lot of action scenes. Maybe he learned from that ex-
perience. Also, perhaps because so many people are 
interested in the issue of overpopulation, we needed 
less dialogue explaining it, since they were already 
familiar with the topic.

KW: What would you say is the movie’s message?
OS: The movie explores the issue of overpopula-

tion, and the fact that there are several ways to solve 
it. Each character has his solution. I think the movie’s 
message is that to solve the problem, the humanity 
community needs to unite and find a global answer.

KW: Editor/legist Patricia Turnier says: I consider 
you to be the Sidney Poitier of France. How did you 
feel when you won the Best Actor cesar in 2012 for 
The Intouchables, which made you the first black 
French actor to achieve the honor?

OS: When I won, it was really a special moment 
in my life, and I knew it would change everything 
after that. But I never thought about being the first 
black actor to win, even though everybody else talked 
about that. If I stop to think as a black actor, people 
will see me differently. If I play as a black actor, peo-
ple will only see that. I think my key was to perform 
as an actor, not as a black actor. And after winning 
the Cesar, I was an actor with a Cesar. there are many 
more adjectives to describe who I am. I’m not only 
black. When I won the Cesar, I was, first of all, an 
actor. I have to say, it’s humanity first. That’s the fu-
ture. We have to stop seeing the skin color. I believe 
that’s the most powerful way to change mentalities 

and behavior.
KW: Patricia also says: You probably met nay-

sayers at the beginning of your career. How did you 
manage to stay focused and not be deterred by their 
negativity? In addition, what message do you have 
for aspiring actors who want to achieve a successful 
longevity like you?

OS: It’s not difficult to move forward when you 
have nothing to lose. Right? At the time, I had noth-
ing to lose. So, even when people were trying to de-
grade me, I couldn’t let them take the only thing I 
had, which was my dream. I had to move forward 
and, thank God, I kept trying.

KW: Finally, Patricia says: You have the great 
ability to play in movies in different countries, given 
that you speak several languages. The late Senega-
lese director Ousmane Sembene was one of my fa-
vorite African filmmakers. Would you be interested 
in the future to perform in Wolof and play a histori-
cal figure such as Léopold Sédar Senghor or Cheikh 
Anta Diop?

OS: Of course! Cheikh Anta Diop is not a Wolof. 
He is Fula, and I am Fula. I am fluent in Fula, so it 
would be easier for me to play Diop. As I said, actors 
are always looking for new territory, and playing an 
African figure would be really a great symbol for me 
because of my Senegalese roots. It would make my 
parents proud, so of course I’d do it. 

KW: Ling-Ju Yen asks: What is your earliest child-
hood memory?

OS: Eating, singing and dancing at a family re-
union. I remember a lot of people celebrating in a 
very small space. When I think of my parents’ home, 
that is the ambience that comes to mind.

KW: Was there a meaningful spiritual component 
to your childhood?

OS: Yes, because of my African roots, my parents 
raised us with a philosophy to always believe that 
there was something bigger than us, beyond.

Kam Williams can be reached at kam_wil-
liams@hotmail.com.

It’s a great big world out there.
So many things to see, so 

many places to visit. You can 
find pictures of those spots, but 
photos aren’t enough. You want 
more, and you aim to touch as 
much of the world as you can. 
It’s a common desire and, as in 
“Tales of the Talented Tenth: 
Bessie Stringfield” by Joel 
Christian Gill, you might make 
history while you’re doing it.

Bessie Stringfield didn’t re-
member much of her childhood.

She did, however, recall how 
her father saved to bring Bes-

sie and her mother to America. 
They boarded a big ship for the 
journey from Jamaica to Massa-
chusetts and for the whole trip, 
Bessie’s mother was ill. Once 
they reached Boston, her mother 
died. Overwhelmed, Bessie’s fa-
ther abandoned his little girl.

Taken to an orphanage, Bes-
sie was cared for by kindly nuns 
but she longed for a family of 
her own. She was still a young 
girl when she was adopted by a 
white lady who gave her a good 
home and a fine education. Bes-
sie grew to be a proper young 
lady but she had one desire that 
was unusual for girls then: she 

wanted a motorcycle. She’d 
seen boys on bikes and she 
wanted to be “free and happy” 
like them.

On her birthday one year, her 
mother had a surprise for her…

Almost by instinct, Bessie 
embraced the bike and rode it 
everywhere. As an adult, she 
traveled across the U.S. eight 
times. She did “Penny Tours” 
by dropping a coin on a map for 
her next destination. Married six 
times, she was more in love with 
the road than she was with any 
man but there was one thing that 
baffled Bessie: the South.

Unused to Jim Crow laws, 

Bessie learned to take care of 
herself with speed and tricky 
maneuvers on her bike. Those 
fancy moves helped her get 
jobs with sideshows where she 
became The Motorcycle Queen 
of Miami; she entered races, 
and got work with a courier ser-
vice during World War II. And 
when that was over, she traveled 
around the world before settling 
down to teach.

“Man,” says author Joel 
Christian Gill, “she was some-
thing!” And he’s right: “Tales 

of the Talented Tenth: Bessie 
Stringfield” is a pretty amazing 
story.

Set at a time when women 
(black women in particular) had 
few rights, this book tells the true 
tale of a pioneer on two wheels. 
What makes it so appealing is 
that it’s entirely illustrated and 
formatted like comic books of 
yore, which enhances the story 
and its teen-friendliness. Young 
readers get a great sense of 
Stringfield’s importance in his-
tory and if they want more in-

formation, Gill helpfully offers 
websites and further informa-
tion at the end of this book.

This is a great biography for 
readers 12 and older, and could 
be a good gift for a Motorcy-
cle Mama of a higher age. For 
them, or for anyone who wants 
to learn about an interesting, 
little-known story, “Tales of the 
Talented Tenth: Bessie Smith” 
is the book to see.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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Omar, a rising star in Inferno

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange



ENTERTAINMENT

From homelessness to hairstylist

Black woman thrives in 
Washington’s world of cigars

Evalyn “Evie” Johnson has 
traveled the world to share 
the hair care techniques she’s 
honed over 20 years as a stylist.

She’s taught natural hair styl-
ing in Los Angeles and hair-loss 
prevention in Australia. She’ll 
be featured in New Zealand 
next month at the International 
Association of Trichologists’ 
Hairdressing Conference.

“I do a lot of speaking en-
gagements, so I travel a lot,” 
said Johnson, 38, of Bowie, 
Maryland.

It is ironic that travel plays 
such a significant role in John-
son’s life now as a celebrated 
stylist and co-owner of the E&E 
Hair Studio in Mitchellville, 
Maryland. She and her family 
were once so poor that her par-
ents, Julius and Elizabeth Pe-
terson, couldn’t afford to send 
Johnson or her 11 siblings on 
field trips around Washington, 
D.C.

“We were homeless,” John-
son said. “We slept in cars 
sometimes. We ate syrup sand-
wiches and mayonnaise sand-
wiches. We lived where there 
was no power…I knew there 
was so much money out there, 
but we couldn’t get any of it. I 
didn’t understand.”

Johnson attributes the fam-
ily’s poverty largely to her fa-
ther’s heroin abuse, which led 
to his incarceration at D.C.’s 
prison in Lorton, Virginia. In 
his absence, the Johnsons lived 
on public assistance, she said.

When she reached adoles-
cence, little Evie rebelled. At 

13, she got pregnant by her 
boyfriend, Antonio Reed Jr., 
then 15. They both lived at the 
city’s homeless shelter at 14th 
and Park Street, NW.

Her mother dispatched her to 
Lorton to inform her father, the 
only time she visited him be-
hind bars. Julius Peterson made 
her promise not to get pregnant 
again until marriage. In return, 
he promised to kick heroin.

When her son, Antonio Reed 
III, was 2 months old, he be-
came ill with Kawasaki disease, 
which causes inflammation of 
blood-vessel walls. He spent 
seven months at D.C. General 
Hospital.

Each day, Johnson attended 
school, then took Metro or two 
buses to the medical facility, 
where she studied and nurtured 

her baby.
“It was important for me to 

do well for him,” Johnson said. 
“I didn’t want him to think that 
his mother wasn’t smart.

The Washington Post high-
lighted Johnson in 1994 for 
graduating with a 4.0 GPA from 
then-Kelly Miller Junior High 
School. She was 15.

“I was on Cloud Nine,” John-
son said. “I was accomplishing 
things…It was a matter of prov-
ing – against the odds and what 
people said – that I could ac-
complish everything that I was 
supposed to accomplish.”

Johnson had dreamed of be-
coming a stylist since she was 
very young. She braided her 
sisters’ hair, kept her brothers 
shaped up, and styled her moth-
er, relatives and friends.

After beauty school, Johnson 
worked at area salons before she 
and Earlisa Larry, who met as 
stylists at a J.C. Penney salon, 
opened E&E Hair Solutions in 
Largo in 2006. They moved a 
few blocks to the current salon 
earlier this year.

Johnson specializes in natural 
styles, hair bleaching and hair 
loss reversal. She co-founded 
Stuart Edmondson Hair Loss 
and Restoration, which makes 
products to improve thinning 
hair.

Johnson also is a master styl-
ist for Mizani, a L’Oréal hair 
products company, and works 
as a platform stylist at hair 
shows. She has coiffed such 
entertainment notables as Tasha 
Smith, Ari Nicole Parker and 
Trey Songz. She has styled art-

ists for the Grammy and BET 
awards.

Johnson was scheduled to be 
a featured stylist at the Wash-
ington/Baltimore Area Beauty 
Expo on Sept. 26 at the Mar-
tin’s Crosswinds banquet center 
in Greenbelt. The program was 
emceed by Johnny Wright, First 
Lady Michelle Obama’s hair 
stylist.

“I love Evie!” said Wright, 
who toured several cities and 
educated stylists with Johnson 
as the “Dynamic Duo.”

“She is a premiere educator 
and very talented at her craft,” 
Wright said.

Clients also sing Johnson’s 
praises.

“If I had enough time, I’d 
come twice a week,” said 
Shaina Taylor, 41, of Upper 

Marlboro, admiring her “wheat 
blonde” faux hawk moments 
after Johnson styled her hair 
recently. “I get tired of people 
stopping me talking about my 
hair.”

Johnson and her husband, 
Joe, a transportation project 
manager, have four children in 
their blended family: Taquan, 
24, a writer and actor; Antonio, 
who recently graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania; 
Taleya, 17, a high school senior 
who answered phones at the sa-
lon one recent afternoon; and 
Jordan, 15, an accomplished 
basketball player.

Johnson said memories of the 
hard times keep her moving for-
ward.

“I’m excelling, but I’m still 
growing,” she said.

Negest Dawit, a savvy busi-
nesswoman from Ethiopia, 
steered her 1998 Mercedes Benz 
past a vacant building on 9th 
Street near downtown Washing-
ton, D.C. and gazed into her fu-
ture.

“I looked at the building and 
said ‘This will be my store,’” 
Dawit told Urban News Service.

That was 10 years ago. Today, 
Dawit – affectionately called TG 
– owns a cigar store. TG Cigar 
Lounge is at 1118 9th Street, NW.

But her journey from Ethiopia 
to entrepreneurship was not easy.

She moved from that East Afri-
can nation to Canada in 1996 and 
worked as a housekeeper. That 
job paid the bills, she said, but not 
one she wanted for long.

“I only had $50 when I got to 
Canada,” she said. “My mother 
gave me the money.” Dawit sat 
in her modest apartment, talked 
to her sister, and, during meals, 
discussed her future.

In 2000, Dawit packed her 
bags and moved to Washington, 
D.C. seeking better opportunities. 
She spent four years at an Ethio-
pian restaurant on U Street.

Even as she waited tables there, 
she planned her next move, next 
job and next challenge.

“It was very hard moving 
here,” she said. “I had to learn the 
streets, the Metro, driving. It was 
a lot to learn. I moved here and 
started from scratch.”

And there also was the lan-
guage: Dawit learned English at 
school in Ethiopia and speaks it 
well. But her thick accent reveals 
her African heritage.

Dawit took a job at Presidential 
Cigars at Union Station in 2004, 
and it changed her life.

“They taught me everything I 
know about cigars,” she said. “I 

worked in sales, and I learned the 
business. And the owner encour-
aged me to open my own busi-
ness.”

And that’s just what she did.
“I was a housekeeper, a wait-

ress, a cigar saleswoman, and 
then I opened my own cigar 
store,” Dawit said. She now is 
Washington’s only female cigar 
store owner.

“Customers ask if they can 
speak with the owner, and they 
are surprised when I tell them I’m 
the owner,” Dawit said.

Dawit opened her business in 
2006 after standing inside the 
dusty storefront building and 
imagining how her operation 
would look after she renovated.

“It was formerly a T-Mobile 
store,” Dawit said. “It was dirty, 
and it needed a lot of work. But it 
was mine.”

Mark Jackson, Dawit’s store 
manager, recalls meeting Dawit 
as he strolled through Presiden-
tial Cigars.

“I was checking out local ci-
gar shops, doing research to 
launch my own line of cigars, 
‘Blacksmoke,’ which I eventually 

did,” he said.
Jackson said he was immedi-

ately drawn to Dawit.
“She was absolutely beautiful 

and very knowledgeable about 
cigars,” Jackson said.

But opening her own store had 
its unique challenges, Dawit said. 
She required inventory – $30,000 
to start – and needed people to 
vouch for her, tough things for 
someone just getting started.

“They were asking me for re-
ferrals, but I didn’t have any,” 
Dawit said. “It was a challenge. 
I built relationships with sales 
people and wholesalers, and they 
helped me build my inventory, 
and some gave me credit.”

Dawit now has a $500,000 in-
ventory and is arranging to buy 
the property, which she now 
leases. She has more than 3,500 
customers, some of whom pack 
into the shop seven days a week 
to smoke cigars, sip Scotch, and 
network with other smokers.

“My customers include busi-
nessmen, politicians and cigar 
club members,” Dawit said. “One 
third of my customers are wom-
en.”

By Avis Thomas-Lester
Urban News Service

By Michael H. Cottman
Urban News Service
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Early struggles spur beautician to success

NEW YORK – Comedian 
Dave Chappelle is set to host 
NBC’s “Saturday Night Live” 
on Nov. 12, marking his de-
but appearance on the show. 
He will be joined by hip-hop 

group A Tribe Called Quest.
Chappelle’s comedy career 

includes movie roles in “The 
Nutty Professor,” ‘’Con Air” 
and “Blue Streak.”

In 2003, he achieved height-
ened fame and critical acclaim 

headlining his Comedy Cen-
tral sketch series, “Chappelle’s 
Show,” until his abrupt exit 
early in its third season.

“Saturday Night Live” airs 
Saturday at 11:30 p.m. Eastern 
time.

Associated Press

Chappell to make his ‘SNL’ debut Nov. 12

Evie Johnson demonstrates one of her haircutting techniques. PHOTO COURTESY OF ARISHA HAWKINS

TG Cigar Lounge grand opening.jpg – Owner Negest Dawit cuts the 
ribbon as TG Cigar Lounge opens its doors in 2006. PHOTO COURTESY 
OF TG CIGAR LOUNGE

Evie Johnson engages the audience during a hair show.
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November 9 - 15, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

SIMMONS

CATFISH
FILLETS

4  LB.  BOX

$2099

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$199

WHOLE

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$179

FAMILY  PACK  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS  
OR  THIGHS

PER  LB.

79¢

SAVE  ON

EDWARDS
PECAN  PIES

32  OZ.

$599

LAND  O  LAKES

REAL
BUTTER

1  LB.  BOX

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

HALF  &  HALF
16  OZ. .................................... 99¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

CREAM  CHEESE
8  OZ.  ....................................... 

4/$5
KRAFT  CHUNK

CHEESE
8  OZ. ....................................... 

2/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SOUR  CREAM 
8  OZ.  ..................................... 89¢

MINUTE  MAID

ORANGE  JUICE
59  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  WHIPPED

TOPPING
8  OZ.  ....................................... 

4/$5
SELECT  FRESH  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
22 - 28  OZ.  ................................ 

2/$4
MC  KENZIE'S 

CHUB  CORN
20  OZ.  .................................... 89¢

SARA LEE  SELECT

FRUIT  PIES
27 - 34  OZ.  ................................. 

2/$5

piggly wiggly

RED  OR  GREEN

SEEDLESS  GRAPES
PER  LB.

$199

FRESH

CRISP  CUCUMBERS
EACH

2/$1
FRESH  

BROCCOLI  CROWNS
PER  LB.

$149

SAVE  ON

FRESH  CRANBERRIES 
12  OZ.

$249

EXTRA  LARGE

BELL  PEPPERS
EACH

2/$1

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE  
STEAK

PER  LB.

$599
FROZEN  ST.  LOUIS  CUT

SMALL
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$269

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SIRLOIN  TIP    ROAST

PER  LB.

$299
PACKED  FRESH  MARKET  STYLE

SLICED
BACON

PER  LB.

$329

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$100
COUNTRY  PLEASIN

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

14  OZ.  PKG.

$389


