
NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. - 
Coca-Cola and PepsiCo said 
recently they’re working to 
remove a controversial ingre-
dient from all their drinks, in-
cluding Mountain Dew, Fanta 
and Powerade.

The ingredient, called bromi-
nated vegetable oil (BVO), had 
been the target of petitions on 
Change.org by a Hattiesburg, 
Miss. teenager who wanted it 
out of PepsiCo’s Gatorade and 
Coca-Cola’s Powerade.

In her petitions, Sarah Kava-
nagh noted that the ingredient 
has been patented as a flame 

retardant and isn’t approved 
for use in Japan and the Euro-
pean Union.

Coca-Cola and PepsiCo have 
stood by the safety of the in-
gredient, which is used to dis-
tribute flavors more evenly in 
fruit-flavored drinks. But their 
decisions reflect the pressure 
companies are facing as people 
pay closer attention to ingredi-
ent labels and try to stick to di-
ets they feel are natural. 

Several major food makers 
have recently changed their 

Sarah Kavanagh of Hattiesburg, was successful Monday, May 5, 2014, 
when her change.org petition campaign got Coca-Cola to drop bromi-
nated vegetable oil from all its drinks including Powerade and some 
flavors of Fanta and Fresca, as well as several citrus-flavored fountain 
drinks. 
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“Our negras are 
happy here in Mis-
sissippi. It’s the 
outside agitators 
causing the prob-
lems,” so claimed 
Mississippi Gover-

nor Ross Barnett in response to the 
Freedom Riders’ activities during 
the summer of 1963.

In the following year, Paul B. 
Johnson, Mississippi’s new gover-
nor repeated the senti-
ment: “Our negras are 
content, happy with the 
present situation, but outside agita-
tors are manipulating them.”

In this 50th anniversary year of 
Freedom Summer, as we celebrate 
and honor the sacrifices of those 
who lived for, fought for, and in 
many cases died for the rights we 
have taken for granted, once again 
our collective wellbeing is threat-
ened. 

This time the threat is veiled from 

view by a much more pernicious 
and insidious system of misinforma-
tion, disinformation, political, and 
sometimes even religious speech 
than we faced in the 1960’s.

In 1963 and ‘64, the speech of the 
keepers of the status quo required 
very little dissection to uncover the 
truth about “our happy negras.” 
Though carefully chosen to obscure 
the actual conditions, these words 
failed to disguise the unequal burden 
which black people, people of color 
generally, and poor people bore in 

the U.S. in the 1960s.
In many ways, from 

an environmental-
climate change perspective, the glo-
balized world of 2014 has become a 
virtual throwback to the Mississippi 
of ‘64. 

Today, people of color and poor 
people in the U.S. and globally bear 
unequal environmental burdens that 

Javonda White said it was 
fitting that she was at Smith 
Park in downtown Jackson 
Thursday, May 1, 2014 for 
the 30th anniversary com-
memoration of the Rape Cri-
sis Center established by the 
Catholic Charities, Inc.

“I sat on these benches 
many hours, crying,” said 
White, who was sexually as-
saulted in 2008. She said she 
felt lost and afraid with no-
where to turn after being as-
saulted in her workplace, an 

The first session of Jack-
son’s City Council, Tues-
day, May 6, 2014, with new 
Mayor Tony Yarber was 
flooded with citizens and 
business owners who most-
ly wanted to lodge their 
complaints about city ser-
vices - from infrastructure 
failures to bogged down 
paperwork in the city works 
department.

Drainage problems ex-
perienced at Rainbow Gro-
cery Co-Op in the Fontren 

Jackson State University’s 
baseball team returned to cam-
pus late Monday night, May 5, 
2014 after a fire destroyed the 
team’s bus outside of Birming-
ham earlier in the day.

There were no reported inju-
ries in the fire, which occurred 
during the team’s trip to play 
at Savannah State, but the 
team did lose equipment and 
uniforms.

JSU spokesman Wesley Pe-
terson said in a statement that 
Ole Miss and Mississippi State 
have offered assistance to help 
the Tigers get ready for the 
Southwestern Athletic Confer-
ence tournament next week.

JSU President Carolyn W. 
Meyers said the school is “re-
lieved that everyone is safe. 

We appreciate everyone’s 
thoughts and prayers.” She 

added that the school would 
have an “exhaustive investiga-

tion into this unfortunate inci-
dent.”

Hattiesburg teen’s petition 
results in ‘flame retardant 
ingredient’ removed from 
PepsiCo-Coca-Cola drinks

Catholic Charities Rape Crisis Center: end 
perpetuation of violence against women and girls

City Council flooded with complaints, 
Rainbow Co-Op concerns paramount 

Jackson State baseball gear 
destroyed in bus fire in Alabama

Fables, facts, race and 
climate change: ‘Our 
negras are happy’ 

JSU baseball team bus on fire in Birmingham

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
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Rainbow Co-Op located at Lakeland and Old Canton Road                                PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

Javonda White, a sexual assault survivor and victim’s advocate, speaks at Catholic Charities, Inc., Rape 
Crisis Center’s 30th anniversary in Smith Park Thursday, May 1.                             PHOTO BY STEPHANIE JONES 
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Heart disease and stroke 
are major health risks for all 
people. But African Ameri-
cans are at particularly high 
risk. Consider the following 
facts: 

• Blacks have almost twice 
the risk of first-ever strokes 
compared to whites.

• Blacks have higher death 
rates for stroke compared to 
whites.

• The prevalence of high 
blood pressure in African 
Americans in the United 
States is the highest in the 
world.

• Among non-Hispanic 
blacks age 20 and older, 
62.9 percent of men and 77.2 
percent of women are over-
weight or obese.

• In 2001, 27.7 percent of 
black or African-Americans 
only, used any tobacco prod-
uct. Heavy cigarette smok-
ing approximately doubles a 
person’s risk for stroke when 
compared to light smokers.

• Black women have high-
er prevalence rates of high 
blood pressure, obesity, phys-
ical inactivity and diabetes 
than white women.

Although the burden of 
stroke is greater among Af-

rican Americans than in any 
other group, there is hope. By 
following these three simple 
steps, everyone can help pro-
tect himself against stroke.

Reduce your chances of 
having a stroke by learning 
the risk factors and working 
with your doctor to help re-
duce your risk.

Recognize the warning 
signs of a stroke. Stroke is 
a medical emergency. Every 
second counts.

Respond by calling 9-1-1 
immediately if you or some-
one close to you is having 
warning signs of stroke. Then 
check the time.

Together to End Stroke, 
nationally sponsored by Co-
vidien, a global healthcare 
product company, teaches 
the acronym F.A.S.T. to help 
people to recognize a stroke 
and what to do if one occurs:
F - Face Drooping: Does 

one side of the face droop or 
is it numb? Ask the person to 
smile.
A - Arm Weakness: Is one 

arm weak or numb? Ask the 
person to raise both arms. 
Does one arm drift down-
ward? 
S - Speech Difficulty: Is 

speech slurred, are they un-

able to speak, or are they 
hard to understand? Ask the 
person to repeat a simple sen-
tence like, “The sky is blue.” 
Is the sentence repeated cor-
rectly?
T - Time to call 9-1-1: If 

the person shows any of these 
symptoms, even if the symp-
toms go away, call 9-1-1 and 
get them to the hospital im-
mediately.

Additional stroke signs in-
clude: Sudden severe head-
ache with no known cause; 
sudden trouble walking, diz-
ziness, loss of balance or co-
ordination; sudden trouble 
seeing in one or both eyes; or 
sudden confusion or trouble 
understanding.

Together to End Stroke 
offers a free “Spot a Stroke 
F.A.S.T.” mobile app for iOS 
and Android, including the 
warning signs and a search-
able map to find local hospi-
tals recognized for heart and 
stroke care.

For more information about 
stroke or American Stroke 
Month activities, visit Stroke-
Association.org/strokemonth. 
Follow #StrokeMonth on 
Facebook and Twitter to add 
your voice to the conversa-
tion.

May is Stroke Awareness 
Month, African 
Americans at high risk
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Constable Bennie C. & Ruby Buckner would 
like to congratulate their son, Bennie Charles 
Buckner Jr., on his achievement of graduation 
from st. Joseph Catholic school on may 21, 
2014. Bennie has attended st. Joseph from 7th 
through 12th grades and st. therese Catholic 
school from 1st through 6th grades. he has 
been a/B honor Roll and on the principal’s list. 
Bennie has received recognition in academics 
and attendance from both schools. he performs 
with the marching and concert bands at st. 
Joseph. Bennie has a 3.26 Gpa and plans to 
attend hinds Community College in the fall with 
an emphasis in science and religious philosophy.



area clogged the agenda. 
Rainbow sets as a welcom-
ing business where traf-
fic comes into Jackson on 
Lakeland flowing onto Old 
Canton Road.

While usually only one 
person per establishment 
is allowed to address the 
council on any one occa-
sion, the flow of coopera-
tive owners, managers and 
supporters of Rainbow 
could not be ebbed - it was 
best to let their concerns 
strike a cord with the coun-
cilmen and women.

Problems with flooding 
at Rainbow date back to 
2001, when Councilwoman 
Margaret Barrett-Simon ad-
mitted that the city made a 
mistake in setting up a bar-
rier to the existing drainage 
ditch at that time, when it 
was trying to have another 
business open nearby.

Luke Lundemo, CEO, 
speaking on behalf of Rain-
bow, said, “Thirteen years 
have past and nothing has 
been done. We have talked 
to Charles Williams in pub-
lic works.”

Rainbow is owned by 
hundreds of members in 
Jackson and who come 
from outside the city. Its 
supporters said it would 
be a great loss for the store 
to close right at the point 
where so many enter into 
the city daily.

Mayor Yarber responded 
to the lack of city attention 
to the ongoing problem, 
stating, “We are planning to 
work on this problem and 
it will also involve ease-
ment issues with some of 
the businesses in the area. 

There are about six or seven 
owners who have to agree 
to allowing work to be done 
on easement properties.”

The meeting with the 
Rainbow owners and sup-
porters was then moved to 
4 p.m. at the store.

Contractor Donald Jones 
got to speak about the 
bogged down process in 
getting contractors to work 
on already approved bids 
and in turn getting paid for 
the work. Jones said he has 
put out thousands of dollars 
in work that he has yet to be 
paid for.

Roslyn Harris wanted to 
open an organic produce 
stand but faced the same 
type of barriers in city 
works. She said comments 
came back from the city 
adding about $5,000 more 
to her build out cost, when 
the issues addressed should 

have been brought to her at-
tention early in the process. 
She has been trying to re-
solve the issues holding up 
her opening the business 
since February of this year.

Yarber explained the 
city’s new plans to expedite 
the process in public works.

FEMA and MEMA flood 
plane requirements rounded 
out the meeting, where the 
city has until June 9, 2014, 
to approve an ordinance 
that will allow Jackson 
to continue to qualify for 
flood insurance policies. 
This issue went back to ex-
ecutive committee for fur-
ther discussion.

The upbeat note of the day 
- Mayor Yarber has been se-
lected to be the Grand Mar-
shall of the Medgar Evers 
Parade June 7, 2014, start-
ing at 10 a.m. at Freedoms 
Corner.

LOCAL

apartment complex office in 
West Jackson.

First she cried out of fear as 
she tried to get up the nerve 
to go to the nearby Rape Cri-
sis Center where she was told 
she could get help. “I cried 
for hours before the appoint-
ment with Catholic Charities. 
But when I made it there, I 
was told I didn’t have to be 
ashamed, that it didn’t dimin-
ish me,” White said.

“I was angry, I was hostile 
and in tears. They took me 
by the hand like a friend,” 
White said. “And that was my 
first step.” Today, White calls 
herself a survivor of sexual 
assault, not a victim, owing 
much in part to the help she 
received from the Rape Crisis 
Center.

Dr. Gwen Bouie Haynes is 
program director of the cen-
ter, which has helped thou-
sands of women like White 
over the past 30 years. On its 
anniversary, the center recog-
nized people and organiza-
tions that have helped along 
the way, while also unveiling 
ongoing and developing part-
nerships with others.

Among those partners are 
State Sen. Hillman Frazier 
(District 27), who serves on 
the Catholic Charities Gov-
ernance Council; Msgr. Elvin 
Sunds, vicar general/chancel-
lor of the Catholic Diocese 
of Jackson, who was the ex-
ecutive director of Catholic 
Charities, Inc. when the Rape 
Crisis Center was established; 
and Greg Patin, current ex-
ecutive director of Catholic 
Charities, Inc.

The Rape Crisis Center was 
established in 1984 to help 

eliminate and reduce the inci-
dence of rape and sexual as-
sault through prevention and 
education, as well as provide 
free coordination of services 
to victims and survivors of 
rape and sexual assault and to 
assist their family members.

It has provided direct 
services in an area that in-
cludes the counties of Hinds, 
Rankin, Madison, Warren, 
Simpson, Yazoo, Sharkey and 
Issaquena.

Nadia Gaynor, clinical 
coordinator/therapist with 
the center, said through the 
years more collaboration has 
evolved between the center 
and law enforcement agen-
cies and other organizations 
in attempts to bring aware-
ness about the sexual vio-
lence against women.

“We are partnering with the 
Hinds County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and other groups. We’re 
going to colleges and schools 
spreading awareness and let-
ting people know about our 
services. Community partners 
are joining us in responding 
to sexual violence issues,” 
Gaynor said.

Gaynor added that a focus 
of the organization moving 
forward is engaging men to 
become allies in the centers 
efforts. “We’ve just received 
funding through the federal 
Office of Justice program,” 
to engage men, Gaynor said. 
Jean Austin is coordinat-
ing that program and mak-
ing plans for implementation 
throughout the area.

Hinds County Sheriff Ty-
rone Lewis commended the 
work of his office’s victims 
assistance office which works 

with those affected by sexual 
assault and abuse. Keanna 
Ward, victim’s assistance 
coordinator for the sheriff’s 
office, and others, he said 
have worked to make sure the 
needs of sexual assault vic-
tims are met.

Bishop Ronnie Crudup of 
New Horizon Church Inter-
national said his church has 
intensified efforts to encour-
age men and boys to speak 
out about violence against 
women and girls.

“We are pushing boys and 
men to make a commitment 
to not be violent toward wom-
en,” Crudup said. “We are do-
ing this at all our sports-relat-
ed programs and will extend it 
to even more programs where 
we can reach young men and 
help them to understand it is 
not right, it is not permissible 
to be disrespectful toward 
girls and women.”

Crudup emphasized, “We 
want to instill in men and 
boys that this has to change. 
We’re trying to get to the 
boys early so we really can 
get to a cultural change in our 
community and society as a 
whole.”

Focusing on boys and teens, 
Crudup said, is key because 
so many are raised in house-
holds where violence against 
women is the norm. “We want 
to make sure they don’t end 
up perpetuating the problem 
and becoming violent them-
selves,” he said.

To seek help from the Crisis 
Center, its 24-hour call num-
ber is 601-982-7273 (RAPE).

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 260-4232.

Family and friends of a 
youth basketball coach called 
for swift justice Tuesday, 
May 6, 2014, against two 
Mississippi sheriff’s depu-
ties accused of assaulting 
their son after a recreational 
league game and causing in-
juries that led to his death.

Hinds County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Joshua Adams was 
charged with murder in Mon-
day’s death of 25-year-old 
Justin Griffin. Adams, 37, 
was refereeing a 7th-grade 
AAU state tournament game 
Griffin was coaching on Sun-
day. 

The two fought over play 
calls that started on the court 
and moved into the parking 
lot, police said. Griffin died 
from blunt-force trauma to 
the head from injuries in 
the fight, said Hinds County 
Coroner Sharon Grisham-
Stewart.

“We believe this was an 
unprovoked act of aggres-
sion as a result of our inves-
tigation,” Assistant Jackson 
Police Chief Lee Vance told 
The Associated Press in a 
telephone interview. “That’s 
why we charged him with the 
murder.”

Adams is jailed after being 
denied bond Tuesday. A sec-
ond unnamed deputy in uni-
form, working as a security 
guard at the gym - is being 
investigated. Vance said po-
lice are consulting prosecu-
tors about charges.

Both deputies were sus-
pended without pay pend-
ing an internal investigation 
by the sheriff’s office, said 
Othor Cain, spokesman for 
Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone 
Lewis. Lewis will ultimately 
decide whether either deputy 

is fired, though Cain said he 
couldn’t say when the inves-
tigations would be finished.

James Griffin, Justin Grif-
fin’s father, disputed ac-
counts by authorities that his 
son started the fight. Dozens 
of people gathered at Grif-
fin’s home Tuesday evening, 
saying they wanted to uphold 
Griffin’s reputation.

“He was assaulted and 
killed by the guys who were 
supposed to be protecting 
him,” the father told report-
ers Tuesday. “My boy was 
not a thug. We raised him and 
we raised him right.”

Hours after Griffin died, 
police arrested Adams, who 
did not make his initial ap-
pearance in open court. 
Court personnel said he was 
privately arraigned by Jack-
son municipal Judge William 
Walker in a hallway. It was 
unclear Tuesday whether Ad-
ams had an attorney.

Vance said that from re-
viewing “two or three” par-
tial videos of the scene, it’s 
clear the second deputy par-
ticipated in the assault. But 
he said it’s not clear whether 
murder is the right charge.

Julian Pickett, a fellow 
coach and longtime friend 
of Griffin, said the coach did 
complain vocally about Ad-
ams’ officiating during the 
game. He also said that Ad-
ams had officiated previous 
games in ways that Pickett 
and Griffin found unfair.

Pickett, though, said the 
team, the Kingdom War-
riors, came from behind to 
win Sunday’s game. Then he 
and Griffin watched another 
game that Adams officiated 
without saying anything.

Vance said surveillance 
video shows Griffin was 

walking out of the Mississip-
pi Basketball and Athletics 
facility when Adams came 
out behind them with the sec-
ond deputy.

Pickett said Adams 
grabbed Griffin and when 
he pulled free, the security 
guard reached for an elec-
tronic stun gun. Pickett said 
he tried to intervene, but Ad-
ams pursued Griffin.

“Justin swings; he swings; 
he hits him,” Pickett said of 
Adams. “Justin went down 
and he just stood there.”

Pickett said he took video 
of part of the assault on his 
mobile phone, one of the 
videos that police have re-
viewed.

Dwayne Pickett, Justin 
Pickett’s father, said family 
and friends had to pursue po-
lice Sunday and Monday to 
press charges.

Mississippi Basketball and 
Athletics facility in north 
Jackson is run by the non-
profit Mississippi Basketball 
and Athletics Foundation. 
The facility offers camps, 
clinics and training in basket-
ball, volleyball and physical 
fitness.

No one was present at the 
gym Tuesday morning, and a 
telephone call was answered 
by a recording that said the 
voice mailbox was full.

Basketball coach dies, Hinds 
County Sheriff deputy charged
The Associated Press

Rainbow Grocery Co-Op supporters at City Council Meeting, May 6

Rainbow 
Continued from page 1
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James Griffin with his son Justin 
Griffin.

Crisis center 
Continued from page 1
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UnitedHealthcare Com-
munity Plan of Mississippi 
and Alcorn State Univer-
sity’s USDA Extension Pro-
gram kicked off its Third 
Annual Farm to Fork Proj-
ect at the Jackson Medical 
Mall, Wednesday, May 7, at 
4 p.m. It will continue for 
each Wednesday in May and 
thereafter special dates in 
June and July.

The mission of the Farm to 
Fork Project is to encourage 
healthy eating habits in com-
munities that face harsher 
health disparities or are con-
sidered food deserts. The 
produce comes from the Al-
corn State University Exten-
sion Program’s Demonstra-
tion Farm located in Mound 
Bayou, Miss.

UnitedHealthcare Com-
munity Plan members in the 
Jackson area can bring their 
MSCAN or MSCHIP ID 
cards and receive one bag of 
fresh, locally grown produce 
for free.

All other residents can re-
ceive a bag of produce for a 
fee of $5. Farm to Fork pro-
duce bags will be available 

on a first come, first served 
basis. 

Distribution dates and lo-
cations include:

1st Wednesdays:
Jackson Medical Mall
350 Woodrow Wilson Ave.
Jackson, MS 39204
4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
2nd Wednesdays
Delta Foundation
815 Main Street
Greenville, MS 38704
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
3rd Wednesdays
Delta Health Center
702 Martin Luther King 

Dr.
Mound Bayou, MS 39762
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
4th Wednesdays
Family Health Care Clinic
1551 W Government Street
Brandon, MS 39042
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Last Monday June 30 and 

July 28: 
Link Centre
1800 W. Main Street
Tupelo, MS 38801
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Last Monday August 25 

and September 29
Costal Family Health Cen-

ter

15024 Martin Luther King 
Blvd

Gulfport, MS 39501
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
About UnitedHealthcare: 

UnitedHealthcare is dedicat-
ed to helping people nation-
wide live healthier lives by 
simplifying the health care 
experience, meeting con-
sumer health and wellness 
needs, and sustaining trusted 
relationships with care pro-
viders. 

The company offers the 
full spectrum of health ben-
efit programs for individuals, 
employers and Medicare and 
Medicaid beneficiaries. Unit-
edHealthcare serves more 
than 38 million people and 
is one of the businesses of 
UnitedHealth Group (NYSE: 
UNH), a diversified Fortune 
50 health and well-being 
company. 

In Mississippi, United-
Healthcare Community Plan 
serves more than 91,000 
people on the Mississippi 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) and the 
Mississippi Coordinated Ac-
cess Network Program (Mis-
sissippiCAN).

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Con-
gressman Bennie G. Thompson 
(MS-02) said he supports Trina 
George, Mississippi State Direc-
tor for USDA Rural Develop-
ment, as the 2014 Unsung Hero 
chosen by the agency. George 
will receive the award on May 8, 
2014 in Washington, D.C.

“I have known Trina for over 
20 years and hold her in very high 
esteem,” Thompson said.” She 
ran my Greenwood District office 
for 15 years from March 1994 to 
July 2009.

“As an extension of her out-
standing work and leadership in 
my office, I was proud to support 
her appointment by President 
Barack Obama as the first Afri-
can American woman to lead the 

United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture-
Rural Development 
as Mississippi State 
director.

“Mrs. George is 
having a tremendous 
impact in her leader-
ship role at USDA-Ru-
ral Development. Her 
combined business 
savvy and community 
awareness is allow-
ing her to access and 
leverage resources for 
the successful comple-
tion of needed projects 
in rural communities 
across the state. I am 
confident that Mrs. 
George is most worthy 
of this award.”

Unitedhealthcare and Alcorn 
State University extension 
program kick off  “Farm to Fork”

Congressman Bennie G. Thompson 
congratulates Trina George

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

George

Climate change 
Continued from page 1

petition 
Continued from page 1

threaten our very existence. Parallel 
to their 1964 counterparts, contem-
porary naysayers promulgate a re-
hearsed pre-scripted refrain: 

“The verdict is not yet clear, there 
is no scientific evidence that sup-
ports the notion of manmade climate 
change.”

Simultaneously and from many 
stations within the communities of 
people of color and poor people, we 
hear the preternatural chant: “The 
environment is not our issue, it’s 
theirs….” Or perhaps, “What do I 
care about polar bears?” 

As both the climate deniers and 
those who claim no responsibility 
for or awareness of the challenges 
of climate change continue down 
the same path: the possibly cataclys-
mic problems worsening faster than 
any of the previous scientific models 
predicted.  

Focusing solely on socio-eco-
nomic deficiencies that plague our 
communities and continuing to be-
lieve that solving the problems of 
climate change can take a back seat 
- or be left to others or to future gen-
erations - is a pathway to human and 
environmental disaster. 

The exigent socio-economic and 
dire environmental realities we face 
do not leave us with an “either or” 
option for action. When we look at 
the facts, “both and” appears to be 
our best choice.

On March 31, 2014, The United 
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) released a 
report compiled by over 3,000 top 
climate scientists and government 
officials from around the world.  

The findings were startling. Cli-
mate change is happening 60 years 
ahead of the schedule of even the 
most aggressive scientific mod-
els!  Sea level rise plus changes in 
rain and weather patterns are caus-
ing more frequent and more severe 
storms and floods. 

These factors combine to threaten 
the most vulnerable populations, 
who are disproportionately poor and 
people of color.  

The impacts include droughts, 
disrupted agricultural cycles, fam-
ine, and massive loss of human life, 
population dislocations, climate ref-
ugees and destruction of property at 
a heretofore unheard of scale.  

Though at times we may have a 
dispassionate and weak connection 
to scientific models around climate 
science, the evidence of the impacts 
on humans is constantly in the head-
lines.  

In 2005, as many as 3,500 people 
lost their lives as a result of Hurri-
cane Katrina. During 2013, super 
typhoon Haiyan caused more than 
8,000 deaths in Indonesia, while 
more than 10,000 died from mon-
soon floods in India.  

There is internecine warfare in 
the south Sudan caused largely by 
a massive drought that has created 
900,000 climate refugees.

As a result of severe drought in 
the American west, food prices have 
increased 6 percent in the U.S. and 
13 percent globally, while the ap-
proved 2014 U.S. Farm Bill reduced 
access to food stamps for 850,000 
American households via an $8.7 
billion cut to the program.  

According to the World Bank, 
both in the U.S. and globally the 

poor and the unemployed will be 
most impacted by the increased 
price of food. 

By some estimates, as many 
as 4,800 African Americans were 
lynched across the U.S between 
1882 and 1968, the epoch of the 
civil rights struggle.  In contrast, ac-
cording to German insurance com-
pany Munich Re, more than 20,000 
people worldwide died from climate 
disasters in 2013 alone. 

Massive super-cell E-5 tornados 
have destroyed large sections of 
African American  and other poor 
communities in Alabama, Mas-
sachusetts, Arkansas, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, Oklahoma and others 
which would be far too numerous 
to cite. 

Between 2012 and 2013, climate-
related property losses totaled over 
$400 billion. 2012’s Hurricane San-
dy and the drought in the American 
West combined accounted for $100 
billion in damage.

While we were paying with our 
lives, our food security and our 
homes, the primary producers of 
climate changing greenhouse gasses 
were filling the corporate coffers. 

In 2012, extractive energy com-
panies (oils, gas, coal) and fossil fuel 
intensive energy producing busi-
nesses, like electric utilities, made 
a combined profit of over $350 bil-
lion.

Today, if we believe the UN Re-
port on Climate Change and we 
believe what we see with our own 
eyes, the stakes are much higher.

During the early 1960s, the 
shadowy White Citizens Council 
structured the strategy and then for-
mulated the talking points for those 

whose rallying cry was “our negras 
are happy.”

Today, for those who deny cli-
mate change and its impacts, the 
talking points, misinformation, and 
strategy of obfuscation is funded by 
a much larger, more organized con-
glomerate of those who benefit by 
maintaining the status quo.

According to Greenpeace Inter-
national, oil industry billionaires 
David and Charles Koch (the same 
Koch brothers who have funded the 
Tea Party wing of the Republican 
Party) have quietly funneled more 
than $67 million to climate change 
denial front groups.

These groups include scientists, 
ministers, phony think tanks, and 
invented grass roots organizations 
with two simple objectives: deny 
manmade climate change and pro-
tect the Koch brothers’ profits.

As we listened with discernment 
to the message crafted by the White 
Citizens Councils of the 1960s, we 
were yet called to action. No amount 
of disinformation could dissuade us. 

We knew the cause was ours; the 
issue was ours and the endangered 
species was us. Today, our call to ac-
tion is just as clear and no less urgent. 

Carlton Brown, the author, is the 
COO of Full Spectrum of New York, 
a regenerative real estate develop-
ment company. He is a graduate of 
Princeton University School of Ar-
chitecture, Adjunct Faculty Member 
at Pratt Institutes Graduate Plan-
ning Program, a board member of 
Global Green USA and frequent 
public speaker on regenerative de-
velopment in disproportionately 
burdened and disinvested communi-
ties. 

recipes to remove chemicals 
or dyes that people find objec-
tionable.

While food companies stress 
that the ingredients meet regu-
latory requirements, their de-
cisions reflect how marketing 
a product as “natural” has be-
come priority and a competi-
tive advantage.

PepsiCo had said last year 
that it would remove bromi-
nated vegetable oil from Gato-
rade. The company said it has 
since been working to remove 
it from the rest of its products. 
PepsiCo also uses BVO in its 
Mountain Dew and Amp en-
ergy drinks.

The company, based in Pur-
chase, N.Y., didn’t provide a 
timeline for when it expects 
the removal to be complete.

Coca-Cola had also said that 
it’s removing the ingredient 
from all its drinks to be con-
sistent in the ingredients it uses 
around the world.

In addition to Powerade, 
Coca-Cola uses BVO in some 
flavors of Fanta, Fresca and 
several citrus-flavored foun-
tain drinks. The company said 
BVO should be phased out in 
the U.S. by the end of the year.

Coca-Cola said it would in-
stead use sucrose acetate iso-
butyrate, which it noted has 
been used in drinks for more 
than 14 years, and glycerol 
ester of rosin, which it said is 
commonly found in chewing 
gum and drinks.

A Coca-Cola spokesman, 
Josh Gold, noted that BVO 
isn’t used in many other coun-

tries, but said it would be 
phased out in Canada and Latin 
America as well.

The Center for Science in the 
Public Interest, a health advo-
cacy group, notes that the Food 
and Drug Administration per-
mitted the use of BVO on an 
interim basis in 1970 pending 
additional study. 

Decades later, the group 
notes that BVO is still on the 
interim list.

Kavanagh, the Mississippi 
17-year-old, had been planning 
on launching another petition 
on Change.org asking PepsiCo 
to remove BVO from all its 
drinks. 

She said, “It’s really good 
to know that companies, espe-
cially big companies, are lis-
tening to consumers.”

Drought in midwest

Flooding from Hurricane Sandy

Tsunami in Indonesia

PSA
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Attorney General Jim Hood joins the 
Mississippi Chiefs of Police in hosting 
the fourth annual “Mississippi Fallen Law 
Enforcement Officer’s Candlelight Vigil.” 
The event will be held Tuesday, May 13 
at 6 p. m. at the Statewide Fallen Officers 
Memorial between the Sillers and Gartin 
Justice buildings off High Street in down-
town Jackson. 

“Mississippi lost too many heroes in 
the line of duty last year,” said Attorney 
General Hood. “We will especially honor 
each one of their sacrifices, along with 
that of the other 221 officers on our me-
morial.”

Mississippi’s most recent fallen officers 
are:

Randy Junior Boykin 
03/19/2013 
Chief of Police 
Enterprise Police Department.

Eric Tyrone Smith Sr 
04/04/2013 
Detective 
Jackson Police Department

Bruce Daniel Jacob 
07/20/2013 
Police Officer 
Jackson Police Department

Keith Alan Crenshaw 
10/23/2013 
Corporal 
Eupora Police Department

Clinton Hugh Frazier 
12/18/2013 
Corporal 
Union County Sheriff s Office

Kevin Gale Staufferjr 
12/23/2013 

Sergeant 
Tupelo Police Department

“We are grateful that we have had no 
line of duty deaths in 2014,” said Ken 
Winter, executive director of the Mis-
sissippi Association of Chiefs of Police. 
“We hope we never have to engrave an-
other name on this memorial wall.”

The keynote speaker for the event is 
Governor Phil Bryant.

Members of the public, along with 
family and friends of any Mississippi law 
enforcement officer killed in the line of 
duty, are invited to join officers from the 
Mississippi Chiefs of Police Association, 
the Mississippi Sheriffs Association, the 
Mississippi Highway Patrol, the Missis-
sippi Wildlife and Fisheries Department, 
the Mississippi Bureau of Narcotics, and 
the Mississippi Attorney General’s Of-
fice at the event.

Attorney General Jim Hood reminds re-
cent storm victims of the dangers that come 
from crooked contractors following disas-
ters and storm damage like the State has 
recently seen.

Following the cycles of recent storms, 
the Mississippi Attorney General’s Office 
(MSAGO) and the Mississippi State Board 
of Contractors (MSBOC) are joining forces 
to send a message to crooked contractors 
that bad business will not be tolerated in the 
Magnolia State and violators will be pros-
ecuted.

“Our thoughts go out to our friends and 
neighbors around the state who have been 
impacted by the recent storms,” said Attor-
ney General Jim Hood. 

“As usual after such widespread damage 
occurs, crooks will be on the prowl look-
ing to take advantage of the misfortune of 
vulnerable homeowners. Before you hire 
someone to repair any damage to your 
property, be sure to educate yourself on 
how to best protect yourself.”

Stephanie Sills Lee, executive director 
for the MSBOC, said, “We caution storm 
victims to know who you are dealing with 
and do not hire the first contractor who 
comes along. Take your time and protect 
yourself against con artists who will take 
your money and run or from unskilled con-
tractors who will perform careless work.”

Most of the common “after-disaster” 
scams involve tree damage caused by the 
storm. Here are some tips to protect your-
self from fraudulent tree cutters:

Check out the company and make sure 
the company is insured. Contact our Con-
sumer Protection Division or the Better 
Business Bureau of Mississippi to see if 
they have complaints against the company. 

Ask for several local references that are 
recent of at least one year-old and make 
sure to follow through on checking them. 
Look online at reviews of their work. If a 
tree removal service claims to have insur-
ance, contact the insurer directly and ask 
them to send you a copy of the tree removal 
service’s certificate of insurance.

Take time to shop around and be suspi-
cious of any price that seems unusually 
high or low. Get written estimates from 
more than one company and check with 
friends or family who’ve had tree work 
done recently to see what they paid and 
who they would recommend.

Ask how the job will be done and if they 
will perform the work according to indus-
try standards. Pay attention to their “lingo” 
such as, “topping a tree,” “lion’s-tailing” or 
“using climbing spikes to prune a tree” If 
you hear these sayings, the company more 
than likely does not follow industry stan-
dards.

“Topping” is drastically cutting back the 
major limbs of a tree to reduce its size. “Li-
on’s tailing” is an extreme stripping out of 
most of the interior branches of a tree. Such 
practices can injure or kill your tree. 

Sometimes these techniques will be pre-
sented as a way to save money by removing 
more of the tree at one time. However a tree 
pruned by one of these methods usually re-
quires more expensive restoration work in 
the future in order to save it.

Ask about cleaning up and the debris re-
moval after the job is done. Before the job 
is started, ask if the company will remove 
the tree from your property as well as cut it 

down because if they don’t, it could lead to 
you having to also pay for debris removal.

“Since our honest builders are so busy af-
ter disaster strikes, many people are hesitant 
to demand all of the suggested information 
for fear of losing the builder,” said Attorney 
General Hood. 

“That’s why we are joining forces with 
the Board of Contractors to offer these 
guidelines and suggestions to help consum-
ers avoid possible misunderstandings about 
tree cutters and home repair contractors.”

Some tips recommended by both agen-
cies to protect yourself from crooked con-
tractors:

Hire only licensed and bonded contrac-
tors. Ask to see the license and verify the 
bond.

Use Mississippi contractors if you can. 
Verify the contractor’s license by check-

ing online at www.msboc.us
Be wary of supposed contractors who 

come to your home soliciting business. 
Most reputable contractors will be busy and 
won’t need to solicit business.

Always get more than one estimate. 
Three bids are recommended.

Request references and talk with those 
references.

Put all your terms in writing. A copy of 
a “model contract” can be found at www.
agjimhood.com

Hood reminds consumers that the most 
effective way to prosecute a fraudulent 
home repair contractor is by taking photo 
or video of them. 

“At the very least, record your conver-
sations when you discuss the terms of the 
contract and during all transactions,” Hood 
said. “Usually, a con artist will take off at 
the mere mention of a video recording, but 
either way, you will have better peace of 
mind to be able to identify them if they do 
turn out to be a fly-by-night operation.”

A conviction for Home Repair Fraud 
could result in up to ten years behind bars. 
The MSAGO and the MSBOC both intend 
to prosecute, to the fullest extent of the law, 
anyone caught committing home repair 
fraud.

In the aftermath of any storm or any oth-
er time, if you suspect home repair fraud or 
think you may have been conned by a scam 
artist, please contact the Office of the At-
torney General, Consumer Protection Divi-
sion at 601-359-4230 or 1-800-281-4418 to 
file a complaint. 

Consumers can check a contractor’s 
qualifications or file a complaint with the 
MSBOC by calling 1-800-880-6161 or by 
visiting www.msboc.us. A copy of the At-
torney General’s “Consumer Tips for Storm 
Victims” can also be downloaded at www.
agjimhood.com. 

More resources and tips can be found on 
both agencies’ websites. 

NOXAPATER, Mississippi - 
There’s nothing left of the poultry 
farm owned by Charlie and Cindy 
Wilkes save for splintered wood, 
twisted metal and scores of dead 
chickens pungently rotting on the 
land.

The large tornado tore through 
the east Mississippi community of 
Noxapater on Monday, April 28, 
2014, making a direct hit on Wilkes 
farm. In minutes, the howling winds 
blew away eight aluminum- and 
wood-framed poultry houses, each 
holding 28,500 broilers apiece.

Few of the roughly 220,000 birds 

survived the storm, which struck 
down other chicken farms around 
this region of pine and oak forests 
and lone country roads. 

The 15-day-old chickens that 
survived walked among dead birds 
Wednesday morning, April 30, 
picking at the ground as workers 
from Tyson Foods tried to corral 
them.

Cindy Wilkes said the tornado 
struck at the family livelihood, but 
she feels blessed she and her loved 
ones survived. She, her husband 
and their two daughters said prayers 
as the tornado rolled through their 
home, hidden in an underground 

storm shelter.
“We’ve lost our farm and we 

lost our home, but we’re alive,” she 
said. The storm badly damaged the 
home and nearly pulled their shelter 
from the ground. Pieces of alumi-
num, dangling in trees, were once 
the frames of the long, rectangular 
chicken houses.

Ray Ables, a production manager 
for Tyson, said he has never seen a 
farm as large as the Wilkes’ suffer 
so much damage. He said Tyson, 
which has about 1,500 chicken 
houses in Mississippi, will help with 
the cleanup and hopes to work with 
the Wilkes when they rebuild.

The Wilkes have a contract with 
Tyson, which supplies the chickens 
and collects live birds for process-
ing before it’s sold to Tyson’s cus-
tomers.

Area farm owners estimate that 
about 30 chicken houses were dam-
aged or destroyed, along with vehi-
cles, offices and the houses and mo-
bile homes of those who live there.

Cindy Wilkes got a call from a 
man in Columbus, about 50 miles 
away. He found a stub from one of 
the Wilkes’ business checks blown 
into his yard.

It could take months, but the Wil-
kes have insurance and plan to re-

build. Charlie Wilkes estimates his 
loss at about $1.5 million in chicken 
houses alone.

On Wednesday, Tyson work-
ers wore blue protective suits and 
clear, boot-like shoe coverings as 
they walked among the chicken car-
casses. The live birds would be put 
down humanely and buried along 
with the dead fowl and debris of the 

chicken houses, Cindy Wilkes said.
A couple of miles away from 

the Wilkes Farm, Terry Hartness 
described how the tornado came 
in from the west and decimated 12 
chicken houses there. Hartness sold 
the farm, which he had owned for 
about 14 years, on Friday, April 25. 
That was just three days before the 
tornado hit.

Thousands of chickens dead after 
twister tears through Mississippi farm
Large tornado made direct hit on Wilkes farm in Noxapater, 
leaving majority of 220,000 birds rotting on land

Mississippi’s fallen law enforcement 
officers honored during candlelight vigil

Attorney General and Board 
of Contractors warn storm 
victims of post-storm dangers

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Tyson Foods workers continue tornado cleanup at Wilkes Farm, an 8-chick-
en house operation that was leveled in Noxapater, Mississippi. PHoTograPH: 
rogelio V SoliS/aP
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Former Ward 6 City Council-
man Tony Yarber has served in 
his new capacity as Mayor of 
Jackson since being sworn in 
April 24, 2014. He won the run-
off election with 54 percent of 
the vote.

The Ward 6 council seat re-
mains open and will be filled with 
a special election that the council 
has put on 
the calendar 
for June 17, 
2014. If a 
runoff is re-
quired, it will 
take place 
July 1.

According 
to City Clerk 
Brenda Pree, 
the qualifying 
deadline will 
be May 28. 
And the last 
day for voter 
registration 
to participate 
in this special 
election is 
May 17.

The special 
election was 
approved by 
the Hinds 
C o u n t y 
Board of Su-
p e r v i s o r s , 
which will 
provide the 
county vot-
ing machines 
needed in the 
12 precincts 
involved.

Pree re-
ported to the 
City Council 
that $105,000 
was left from 

the $300,000 budgeted for the 
mayoral and runoff elections, and 
those funds would be enough to 
conduct the Ward 6 election and 
runoff for Ward 6.

Yarber served as city council-
man for Ward 6 for five years, the 
ward falling largely in southwest 
Jackson.

At press time, the names that 
have surfaced to run for the coun-
cil seat are: Sylvester McDon-

ald, who ran against Yarber last 
year for the Ward 6 seat; Robert 
Amos, who ran unsuccessfully 
for mayor last year; and Tyrone 
Hendrix, who last year managed 
the unsuccessful mayoral cam-
paign of Jonathan Lee.

The winner in this special elec-
tion will fill the remaining three 
years of Yarber’s council term. 

City council members are paid 
$25,000 a year.
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Ward 6 city councilman 
election set for June 17, 
candidates lining up
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

   Fresh air and sunshine are 
important for overall health.  
however, as the saying goes, 
everything in moderation.  Not 
only does sun over-exposure 
cause premature aging, the UV 
rays cause the most common 
form of cancer.  There are three 
major types of skin cancer:  
basal cell carcinoma, squamous 
cell carcinoma, and melanoma.  
The former two types are 
easily cured if caught early and 
account for about 95% of all 
skin cancers.  Melanoma, on the 
other hand, is deadly.  Untreated 
melanoma can spread to other 
organs and is hard to control.  
Severe sunburns, especially 

those occurring before age 18, 
can result in melanoma.  While 
everybody should limit their 
sun exposure, generally, lighter 
skinned people are at a higher 
risk.
   Please call The MiSSiSSiPPi 
CANCeR iNSTiTUTe at 601-
249-5510 if therapy is indicated 
in your treatment options.  
We off radiation therapy and 
chemotherapy treatment 
options to patients of most 
cancer types.  “Going Further 
So you Don’t have To,” we 
offer state-of the-art treatment 
options for all cancer types.  
Our practice is located at 1501 
Aston Avenue in McComb.

Why The SUN CAUSeS CANCeR
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NAIROBI, Kenya - Tug-
ging on his winter hat, the Is-
lamic militant leader declared 
with a sneer: “I will sell wom-
en.”

His name is Abubakar 
Shekau, commander of Nige-
ria’s most feared terror group, 
Boko Haram. His threat to 
sell nearly 300 teenage school 
girls abducted from a school 
in remote northeast Nigeria 
came in a grainy video re-
leased this week.

The warning has vaulted 
the wanted terror leader into 
global headlines.

Even before the April 15 
kidnapping, the U.S. govern-
ment was offering up to a $7 
million reward for informa-
tion leading to the arrest of 
Shekau, whom the U.S. has 
labeled a specially designated 
global terrorist.

“He’s isolated, he’s increas-
ingly extremist and he’s de-
lusional enough to think he 
could bring down the Nigeri-
an state,” said J. Peter Pham, 
the director of the Africa Cen-
ter at the Washington-based 
Atlantic Council, who wrote 
a 2012 report called “Boko 
Haram’s Evolving Threat.”

In lectures heard in scratchy 
recordings, Shekau said that 
holy war is the only way to 
bring change for Muslims in 
Nigeria as he urges his fol-
lowers to carry out assassi-
nations and bombings in the 
oil-rich nation of more than 
160 million. The country has 
a predominantly Christian 
south and a Muslim north.

Pham said the group has 
grown increasingly violent.

Boko Haram’s original 
leader, Mohammed Yusuf, 
tried to establish an Islamic 
state in northern Nigeria by 
non-violent means. After Yu-
suf’s 2009 death, Shekau took 
the opposite approach.

In his breakout jihadi vid-
eo, Shekau wore a headdress 
and was framed by an AK-47 

assault rifle and a stack of re-
ligious books. He proclaimed 
himself the head of Boko 
Haram and said: “Do not 
think jihad is over. Rather, ji-
had has just begun.”

Shekau surfaced in 2010, 
the same year al-Qaida in 
the Islamic Maghreb took 
in members of Boko Haram 
who had traveled to southern 
Somalia to train in militant 
camps run by the terror group 
al-Shabab. Violent jihad is 
seen as a legitimate expres-
sion of Islam in Shekau’s mil-
itant Salafist world view.

Since Shekau’s takeover 
of Boko Haram - the name 
means “Western education 
is sinful” - more than 4,000 
people have been killed, 
nearly 500,000 displaced and 
hundreds of schools and gov-
ernment buildings destroyed, 
according to International 
Crisis Group.

Boko Haram’s first lethal 
operation against Western in-
terests came in August 2011, 
when a car bomb targeted the 
U.N. headquarters in the Ni-
gerian capital, Abuja, killing 
some two dozen people.

Like many other terror-
ist leaders, Shekau issues a 
steady drumbeat of jihadi vid-
eos. He has threatened Presi-
dent Barack Obama in at least 
three of them, though analysts 
say the group poses no threat 

to U.S. interests.
In spring 2013, Nigerian 

President Goodluck Jona-
than declared an emergency 
in three Nigerian states and 
deployed additional troops 
that have driven Boko Haram 
from most larger cities and 
towns.

Shekau was not considered 
to be Yusuf’s natural succes-
sor, said E.J. Hogendoorn, a 
top Africa expert at the In-
ternational Crisis Group. He 
called Shekau Yusuf’s mus-
cle.

“But because he’s fairly ruth-
less he was able to take over 
command of the group and so 
he kind of has emerged from 
being a local leader to a region-
al threat,” Hogendoorn said.

Shekau’s threats against the 
school girls have earned him 
global headlines and brought 
in offers of assistance from 
Britain and the U.S., which the 
Nigerian government has ac-
cepted. Until now, Nigeria had 
been reluctant to accept for-
eign help in the fight against 
Boko Haram, Pham said.

That likely means that while 
the kidnappings have raised 
Shekau’s profile, he probably 
doesn’t have to worry about a 
drone strike targeting him in 
the near future, Pham said.

“He has a reputation for be-
ing very erratic, very fiery,” 
Hogendoorn said.

NATIONAL

JUNEAU, Alaska - Alaska 
lieutenant governor hope-
ful Dan Sullivan said May 7 
he apologizes if he offended 
anyone with his use of the 
term “slavery” in comments 
he made about the payment of 
union dues.

But in a statement late 
Wednesday afternoon, the Re-
publican and current mayor 
of Anchorage said he remains 
opposed to rules compelling 
mandatory union membership 
for certain work, which he 
referred to as a form of “eco-
nomic slavery.”

“To me, the term has no 
racial connotations except 
that people of all races may 
be prohibited from holding 
certain jobs unless they pay 
tribute to an organization they 
may not support,” he said in 
the statement, released by a 
city spokeswoman.

The Anchorage NAACP had 
demanded an apology for the 
comments Sullivan made at a 
candidate forum Monday. At 
the forum, which also featured 
GOP rival Lesil McGuire, and 
Democrats Hollis French and 
Bob Williams, Sullivan was 
asked about right-to-work 
legislation, in which employ-
ees are not required to join a 

union to get or keep a job. Ac-
cording to a video of the ex-
change, Sullivan said he sup-
ported such legislation.

“Nobody should ever have 
to basically pay a fee to some-
one else to get a job in this 
state. I mean, we got rid of 
slavery a long time ago,” he 
said. “You should never have 
to encumber yourself out of 
your wages in order to work 
in this state.”

He called it a “freedom is-
sue.”

Anchorage NAACP presi-
dent Wanda Laws said in a 
statement that to compare 
slavery to current political is-
sues “diminishes how horrible 
and tragic” slavery was.

Sullivan told The Associ-
ated Press on Wednesday 
morning that he didn’t think 
an apology was necessary. He 
said there are many forms of 
slavery, and he was talking 
about “economic slavery.”

“I think that maybe people 
just need to discuss and clari-
fy what it means to be forced 
to do something you don’t 
want to do to get a job. And 
by various definitions, that’s a 
form of economic slavery,” he 
said in the interview.

But in his late-day state-
ment, Sullivan said he under-
stood “the sensitivity that the 

term slavery connotes and 
I apologize if the use of the 
word offended anyone.”

Sullivan has had a rocky re-
lationship with labor unions.

As mayor of Alaska’s larg-
est city, he championed a 
measure to limit pay raises 
for municipal workers and 
their right to strike. On his 
campaign website, he said his 
administration took a lead on 
“reforming labor laws to re-
flect the economic reality of 
our community.” A referen-
dum on that measure is pend-
ing.

Laws said in an interview 
that she realized Sullivan was 
referring to “economic slav-
ery” but that’s not the first 
thing people usually think 
about when they hear the 
word “slavery.”

She said among the political 
realm of late, the word “has 
been used quite loosely, and 
it’s offensive to a lot of people 
because of the history that it 
has in our country.”

Two Dan Sullivans are 
scheduled to appear on Alas-
ka’s August primary ballot. 
The other Dan Sullivan is a 
former state attorney general 
and Natural Resources com-
missioner who is seeking the 
GOP nomination for U.S. 
Senate.

Lt. Gov. candidate apologizes 
over slavery comment

Abduction vaults 
Boko Haram leader 
into headlines HAVANA - Four Cuban exiles 

from Miami are being held for 
planning “terrorist actions” against 
military targets on the island, Ha-
vana authorities said May 7 in an-
nouncing the first such arrests in 
years.

The Interior Ministry said the 
men were detained April 26, but 
released few specific details. It was 
not clear why it took so long to 
make the arrests public.

“They intended to attack mili-
tary installations with the goal of 
perpetrating violent actions,” the 
ministry said in a statement pub-
lished by the Communist Party 
newspaper Granma. “To such 
ends, since mid-2013, three of 
them had made several trips to the 
island to study and carry out their 
plan.”

The arrests come amid increased 
exchanges between exiles and their 
homeland, including visits by sev-
eral prominent former hardliners 
who had vowed never to set foot 
in Cuba while brothers Fidel and 
Raul Castro were still in charge.

The statement identified the de-
tained men as Jose Ortega Ama-
dor, Obdulio Rodriguez Gonzalez, 
Raibel Pacheco Santos and Felix 
Monzon Alvarez.

None are well-known within the 
exile community in South Florida, 
but Cuba claimed they were acting 
on orders from others who do have 
a history of militancy. Pacheco 
had been part of a tiny exile group 
called Fuerza Cubana de Libera-
cion Inc., defunct since 2010.

The ministry said it was reach-
ing out to U.S. authorities to inves-

tigate.
“We have seen the statement by 

the Cuban Ministry of Interior,” 
U.S. State Department spokes-
woman Jen Psaki said. “We don’t 
have any further information at 
this time. The Cuban government 
has also not been in touch with us 
yet on these cases.”

The U.S. Interests Section in 
Havana and the FBI office in Mi-
ami had no immediate reaction.

In its statement, the Interior 
Ministry alleged the plot was 
masterminded by Santiago Alva-
rez Fernandez Magrina, Osvaldo 
Mitat and Manuel Alzugaray in 
Miami. It also linked them to per-
haps the best known militant Cu-
ban exile, Luis Posada Carriles, 
whom Cuba and Venezuela have 
sought to prosecute for a 1976 air-
liner bombing that killed 73 people 
aboard a flight bound for Cuba.

“We categorically deny that 
Luis has absolutely anything to do 
with this or has any knowledge of 
any of these individuals who were 
allegedly arrested in Cuba,” said 
Arturo Hernandez, Posada Car-
riles’ attorney.

Hernandez said that Posada has 
been ill with cancer for most of the 
past two years and that it was “ri-
diculous” to suggest he would lead 
any military incursion in Cuba.

Santiago Alvarez and Mitat 
pleaded guilty in 2006 in the Unit-
ed States to conspiracy after an in-
formant tipped the FBI that a large 
cache of weapons, including ma-
chine guns and a grenade launcher, 
was being moved from apartments 
Alvarez owned.

A subsequent search of a stor-
age area at the apartment revealed 
more weapons and thousands of 

bullets. Another arms cache was 
found in the Bahamas, includ-
ing C-4 plastic explosive, which 
prosecutors claimed was linked to 
Alvarez. He was sentenced to 30 
months in prison and Mitat got a 
two-year sentence.

Contacted Wednesday, Santiago 
Alvarez denied involvement in any 
plot and said he did not know the 
detained men. He said he rarely 
speaks to Posada Carriles and only 
sees Mitat occasionally. Posada 
Carriles declined to comment.

Alvarez accused Havana of try-
ing to drum up an excuse to crack 
down further on island dissidents. 
He said he still supports change on 
the Communist-run island, but no 
longer condones violence.

“Honestly, if I could, I would be 
doing it,” he said. “But the truth is, 
the thought of everybody of how to 
fight the dictatorship in Cuba has 
changed - the tactics at least.”

“This is nothing more than a 
plan to use my name to go against 
the opposition in Cuba,” he said.

It has been years since Cuban 
authorities have reported a specific 
terror threat such as the one alleged 
Wednesday.

In 2001, three Cuban-Ameri-
cans were detained on the island 
after coming onshore with guns 
and ammunition, according to Cu-
ban authorities. They were pros-
ecuted nine years later over an al-
leged plan to place a bomb in the 
famous Tropicana nightclub.

In 1997, a series of hotel bomb-
ings hit Havana, one of which 
killed an Italian man. Salvadoran 
and Guatemalan nationals were ar-
rested and pointed to Posada Car-
riles and other exiles as the intel-
lectual authors of the attacks.

Cuba arrests 4 exiles, 
alleges terror plot

FILE - In this file image made from video received by The Associated Press on 
Monday, May 5, 2014, Abubakar Shekau, the leader of Nigeria’s Islamic extrem-
ist group Boko Haram, speaks in a video in which his group claimed respon-
sibility for the April 15 mass abduction of nearly 300 teenage schoolgirls in 
northeast Nigeria. AP PHoTo/FILE
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Northwest Jackson Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) Mag-
net School has been named one 
of the 50 Best Middle Schools 
in the United States by thebest-
schools.org. The ranking focus-
es on grades 7th and 8th. Ac-
cording to thebestschools.org, 
Northwest Middle School has 
found a way to provide 7th and 
8th graders with a rich school 
experience that prepares them 
superbly well for high school, 
college, and life.

“I am extremely proud of 
the academic accomplishments 
that has taken place at North-
west Middle School,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Cedrick 
Gray. “This national recogni-
tion proves what we have said 
all along, that our students and 
teachers are some of the bright-
est in the entire country.” 

Northwest is an Interna-

tional Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Program school with 
students in grades 6-8. It is an 
“A” school based on Missis-
sippi Department of Education 
accountability results. Other 
recent accolades for the school 
include:

2013-2014 High Progress 
School

2013-2014 Title I Distin-
guished School

2013 PREPS Value Added 
School for MCT2 in math and 
language arts

Northwest Jackson IB Mag-
net School is located at 7020 
Highway 49 North. Chinelo 
Evans Turner is principal of 
Northwest Middle School.

On Wednesday, May 7, 
2014 at 10 a.m., Jackson 
Public Schools (JPS) and its 
partners will kick off One 
Jackson…Many Readers 
with a press conference at the 
Eudora Welty Library locat-
ed at 300 North State Street.

JPS Superintendent Dr. Ce-
drick Gray and United Way’s 
president/CEO Carol Burger 
will be among the speak-
ers who will encourage all 
Jackson area students and 
parents to engage in a culture 
of reading over the upcoming 
summer months.

Students from Key El-
ementary will be entertained 
with story time, the Jackson 
Zoo and Mississippi Public 
Broadcasting’s The Cat in the 
Hat character.

One Jackson…Many 
Readers is a summer reading 
movement that encourages 
and supports JPS students 
and their families with their 
summer reading assignments. 
The District requires all of 
their students to read three 
books over the summer, one 
assigned title and two of their 
choosing, and to complete a 
short writing assignment.

The Jackson-Hinds Library 
System has committed staff 

to help families find their 
summer reading books and to 
help with their assignments.

“Research shows that 
grade-level reading is one 
of the key indicators for a 
student’s ability to do well 
in school,” said JPS Super-
intendent Dr. Cedrick Gray. 
“We have incorporated sum-
mer reading into our cur-
riculum so our students will 
continue growing even when 
they’re not physically in a 
classroom.”

Jackson Hinds Library 
System offers families the 
opportunity to attend Sum-
mer Reading Book Clubs 
throughout the summer. Mis-
sissippi Public Broadcasting 
is partnering with United 
Way, Jackson Hinds Library 
System, Jackson Public 
Schools, the Jackson Zoo, 
and the Mississippi Chil-
dren’s Museum to provide 
Parent Orientations, Summer 
Camp Providers’ Training, 
and reading enrichment pro-
grams for children and fami-
lies throughout the summer. 
Parents for Public Schools 
of Jackson, Operation Shoe-
string, and the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Central Mississippi 
are also partners providing 
support.

The Children’s Museum 
will again host another ad-
mission-free JPS Summer 
Reading Celebration for el-
ementary students who read 
more than 40 books over the 
summer. Parents are ecstatic 
that their children will be re-
warded with a free afternoon 
at the Children’s Museum 
for increasing their academic 
skills. The Mississippi Chil-
dren’s Museum hosted last 
year’s JPS summer reading 
celebration for children who 
were motivated to read more 
than 40 books over the sum-
mer.

United Way and Jackson 
Public Schools invite the 
public to help students whose 
parents cannot afford to pur-
chase their summer reading 
books to donate to the 4th 
annual Pages of Promise 
summer reading book drive. 
Collection bins are located at 
United Way, JPS schools and 
district offices, Eudora Welty 
Library, and Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Central Mississippi. 
Lemuria is offering a 20 per-
cent discount on books pur-
chased for donation.

A reading list can be down-
loaded at www.jackson.k12.
ms.us or www.myunitedway.
com.

Four JPS students earned gold 
medals at the NAACP Jackson 
City Branch ACT-SO competi-
tion held in March 2014. Stu-
dents showcased their talents 
in a variety of fields including 
performing arts, visual arts, sci-
ences, humanities, and business. 
Jackson State University was 
the site of the day long competi-
tion for high school students.

“The competition was abso-
lutely astonishing,” said Zakiya 
Summers of NAACP in Jack-
son. “The ACT-SO students 
brought their ‘A’ game to the 
competition.”

Gold-medalists win an all-
expenses paid trip to compete 
in the national competition in 
Las Vegas, Nevada for a chance 
to win cash, scholarships, and 
other prizes. The national com-

petition will be held July 17-20, 
2014.

JPS congratulates all of its 
student winners.

JPS and United Way Unite to 
encourage summer reading
Parents and child care providers can help 
prevent summer learning loss over the break

Jackson Public School students 
earn gold in ACT-SO competition 
and advance to nationals

Murrah Gold winners (from left) Krystal Jackson, music vocal 
classical; Courtland Brown, medicine/health; and Taylor White, 
poetry

Northwest Middle School

Callaway sophomore Jordan Jefferson 
wins Gold for dance in the 2014 ACT-SO 
Competition.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson Public Schools 
(JPS) is going paperless for 
the first time with online reg-
istration. This initiative will 
make the process of getting a 
child registered in JPS easier 
on parents. Registration for 
new students began on April 
7, 2014 and will continue until 
May 30, 2014. A new student 
is any student entering a JPS 
school for the first time. This 
includes new pre-kindergar-

ten, kindergarten, or first time 
first grade students, as well as 
students coming from public 
and private schools within or 
outside of the state of Missis-
sippi.

Registration for returning 
JPS students will not begin un-
til July 14, 2014. Any student 
who attended a JPS school in 
2013-2014 is a returning stu-
dent.

Parents/guardians must 
make an initial visit to the 

school in their attendance zone 
to begin the online registration 
process. Parents can locate 
their child’s school attendance 
zone on the Online Registra-
tion page of the JPS website 
(www.jackson.k12.ms.us).

Completing online registra-
tion requires access to a com-
puter with a connection to the 
Internet. Computer labs are set 
up at each school for parents 
who do not have access to a 
computer.

Northwest Middle School named one 
of the fifty best schools in the nation JPS launches online 

registration programThe Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Medicine and Health
Melanie Groves, Silver, Senior, 
Murrah
Courtland Brown, Gold, Senior, 
Murrah

Poetry
Melanie Groves, Bronze, Senior, 
Murrah
Taylor White, Gold, Sophomore, 
Murrah

Dance
Jennifer Gray, Silver, Senior, 
Murrah
Jordan Jefferson, Gold, 
Sophomore, Callaway

Music Instrumental Classical
Kryshun Chaffin, Silver, 
Sophomore, Murrah

Music Vocal Classical
Krystal Jackson, Gold, Senior, 
Murrah

Painting
Krystal Jackson, Gold, Senior, 
Murrah

2014 ACT-SO Competition Winners



After a two year absence 
from the Jackson social scene, 
Tougaloo College recently an-
nounced the return of the Two 
Rivers Gala in a reinvented 
format.

As the name suggests, the 
Two Rivers Gala | Tougaloo 
Honors® now serves to honor 
individuals who have made a 
significant contribution to the 
acquisition of equal rights for 
all citizens. The event will be 
held May 31 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Jackson Convention Complex.

“The hallmarks of Tougaloo 
College are academic excel-
lence and social justice,” said 
Tougaloo College President, 
Dr. Beverly W. Hogan. “The 
reinvented gala will raise 
scholarship funds by honoring 
individuals who embrace the 

ideals that have made Touga-
loo College what it is today. 
Our dream is big,” continued 
Hogan, “we hope to raise one 
million dollars for scholar-
ships with this event.”

The honorary co-chairs of 
the event are General Colin 
and Alma Powell, The Honor-
able Vernon and Ann Jordan 
and James and Donna Barks-
dale.

The inaugural honorees of 
the Two Rivers Gala | Touga-
loo Honors® are local civic 
and social justice activists, Le-
Roy G. Walker Jr. and Attor-
ney Isaac K. Byrd, actors and 
entrepreneurs Tim and Daph-
ne Maxwell Reid, and the Rev. 
Charles Baldwin and Ruth M. 
Batson (both posthumously).

Grammy®-nominee, Ledisi, 
will provide the entertain-

ment.
For sponsorship opportu-

nities and ticket availability, 
call Tougaloo College, Office 

of Institutional Advancement 
at 601-977-7871 or visit the 
College website at www.tou-
galoo.edu.

After a successful internal search, 
Provost and Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs James C. Renick has an-
nounced a new appointment within the 
Division of Academic Affairs.

Dr. Evelyn J. Leggette, dean of un-
dergraduate studies and a professor of 
education, has been appointed associ-
ate vice president for academic affairs, 
pending approval by the Mississippi 
Board of Trustees for State Institutions 
of Higher Learning.

“Dr. Leggette’s extensive, and ef-
fective, track record as an academic 
leader at Jackson State University will 
be an asset to the Division of Academ-
ic Affairs,” Renick said. “We value 
her experience and vision, and look 

forward to working with her in this ex-
panded and important role.”

Leggette has served as dean of un-
dergraduate studies since 1990. She 
helped establish Undergraduate Stud-
ies, University College and the W.E.B. 
Du Bois Honors College, and over the 
years has filled numerous key leader-
ship roles throughout the university. 
She also is a full, tenured professor in 
the College of Education and Human 
Development.

Leggette will maintain the position 
of dean of undergraduate studies until 
a national search is conducted for her 
replacement.

“I am pleased to have the opportuni-
ty to work in the division of academic 
affairs as associate vice president for 

academic affairs as we continue to 
transform the teaching and learning 
environment,” Leggette said. “I look 
forward to supporting the academic 
units and the further development of 
our cutting-edge cyberlearning prac-
tices and new online degree programs, 

which are increasing access to higher 
education, enhancing learning out-
comes and increasing enrollment, re-
tention and graduation.”

Leggette will succeed Dr. Thomas 
C. Calhoun, who will retire on June 
30.

EDUCATION
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - A 
packed-ballroom audience 
burst into cheers and applause 
when former Secretary of 
State, senator and first lady 
Hillary Clinton said she was 
proud to be introduced as a 
“HIPPY mom and even more 
thrilled to be a HIPPY grand-
ma” [to be].

Clinton addressed the Home 
Instructions for Parents of Pre-
school Youngsters (HIPPY) 
USA 2014 National Confer-
ence 25th Avima D. Lombard 
Award Dinner, Monday night, 
April 28, at the Kellogg Con-
ference Hotel on the campus 
of Gallaudet University. Lom-
bard, a Chicago native, estab-
lished the program in 1969 
while serving as a researcher 
at The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem.

HIPPY, an evidenced-based 
program, works with families 
in the home to support parents 
in their critical role as their 
child’s first and most impor-
tant teacher,” (hippyusa.org). 
Clinton introduced HIPPY to 
the United States when she 
was the first lady of Arkansas.

The conference theme was 
“Telling Our Story,” and Clin-
ton did just that. “HIPPY has 
changed the lives of so many 
people,” she stressed. She also 

encouraged mothers to talk, 
sing and read to their babies. 
“While overall early childhood 
development programs like 
HIPPY have grown rapidly 
over the past decade, over pa-
rental engagement is actually 
on the decline,” said Clinton. 
She pointed out that in 1998 
about half of all parents in the 
U.S. were reading to their chil-
dren daily. “Now, that number 
is about a third, so we are go-
ing in the wrong direction,” 
she added.

“She gave a remarkable 
speech about the importance 
of early childhood education 
and the key role parents play 
in helping their children to 
be prepared for school,” said 
HIPPY USA Executive Direc-
tor Lia Lent in an interview 
following the speech. Lent in-
dicated the program has prov-
en results and experience that 
it works. 

Nationwide, HIPPY includes 
135 Sites in 21 States and the 
District of Columbia. Lent also 
expressed that she really want 
to see the Mississippi site to 
expand.

Clinton’s and Lent’s expan-
sion comments pleased Com-
munity Students Learning 
Center (CSLC) HIPPY Coor-
dinator Lula Friar. Based in 
Lexington, Miss., CSLC-HIP-

PY was originally established 
through center’s Mississippi 
Parent Information Resource 
Center (MS PIRC) and is the 
only site in the state. “Having 
our program expanded would 
be a great investment to the 
state,” Friar said. “It would 
be investing in our children’s 
future as well as involving our 
parents in their child’s educa-
tion which is so important to 
our state.”

Such an investment is pay-
ing off for D.C. mother Erica 
Black and her daughter Taylor, 
who were recognized at the 
dinner. Taylor, a fifth-grader, 

reads at the seventh-grade 
level, and volunteers to help 
others read at the HIPPY USA 
Summer Camp. Her mother 
said the program provides the 
fundamentals for learning and 
“gives the kids confidence.”

The children are not the only 
ones who build confidence. 
“When a parent sees how a 
child responds, that parent be-
gins to look for more educa-
tion opportunities; that parent 
really feels like she is making 
a contribution that counts,” 
said Clinton. She stressed that 
“early childhood education 
from the cradle to Kindergar-

ten works.”
According to research post-

ings from the HIPPYUSA.org 
website, “every dollar invested 
in our children through HIPPY 
yields $1.80 in benefits within 
two years of children graduat-
ing from the program.

Others reacting to Clin-
ton’s speech included Colleen 
Plair, MSW, HIPPY coordi-
nator from Dallas. “I was de-
lighted to hear Mrs. Clinton 
address the 30 million word 
gap, a study which indicated 
that children from low income 
families hear 30 million fewer 
words than children from high 

income families by the age of 
four (Hart & Risely, 2004),” 
said Plair. “I speak to my home 
instructors and HIPPY parents 
about this subject quite fre-
quently.”

Clinton said she and her 
family at the Clinton Founda-
tion are working hard to help 
close that gap and she urged 
the HIPPY audience to do the 
same.

For more information about 
the CSLC-HIPPY, contact Lula 
Friar at (662) 834-0905. For 
more information about the 
national program, visit HIP-
PYUSA.org. 

Hillary Clinton: proud ‘HIPPY mom,’ 
thrilled ‘HIPPY grandma’ to be 
Organization exec wants to see Mississippi program expanded
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Tougaloo College presents Two 
Rivers Gala| Tougaloo Honors

Leggette named JSU associate 
vice president for academic affairs

After two year hiatus event returns, reinvented

Dallas Texas HIPPY coordinators Yolanda Wilkerson (left) and Colleen Flair 
were among attendees at the 2014 National HIPPY Conference

Ledisi

Dr. Evelyn J. Leggette

Dr. Beverly W. Hogan, Tougaloo College president

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton addressing the 2014 HIPPYUSA Na-
tional Conference at the Kellogg Conference Hotel

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Well, it’s 
May and in the 
South, it is the 
start of a month 
of celebrations 
- especially in 
Mississippi. In-

stitutions across the state have 
begun hosting graduations for 
students who are ending their 
studies at various institutions 
of learning.

From the first weekend of 
the month until the close of 
the month, students on every 
level will be adorning caps and 
gowns and moving forward 
into a new phase in life.

My husband and I (along 
with our son) had the pleasure 
to witness our godson gradu-
ate Magna Cum Laude from 
Auburn University in Auburn, 
Ala. I guess you can tell that 
I’m very proud of this won-
derful fete’ accomplished by a 
young man who is now on his 
way to study pharmacology at 
the University of Tennessee at 
Memphis.

Yes, I am truly tickled pink 
that a young man who en-
tered our lives as an infant; a 
young man whose parents saw 
enough of God in us that they 
chose us to be a part of his spiri-
tual mentoring family; a young 
man, who because of God, has 
achieved so much and because 
of God, has so much more to 
do. He is a young man who 
believes in the power of prayer 
and because of this, God will 
continue to bless him.

Like so many of you who 
may also have young ones 
who moving on to another 
challenging but yet rewarding 
period in their lives, I am filled 
with so much joy. I can’t say it 
enough - God is so good.

Now, as I mentioned earlier, 
this month is filled with many 
celebrations so another one 
that I would like to mention is 
Mother’s Day.

As we were driving to Au-
burn, my husband and son 
asked me what I wanted to do 
on Mother’s Day to celebrate 
and I didn’t reply (immedi-
ately). I began to think about 
the love that these two men in 
my life offer me every day and 
how I could not imagine my 

life without either of them. I 
began to slip into a nostalgic 
moment of reminiscing about 
some of the things we’ve done 
together as a family and how 
during each occurrence God 
kept us close. My heart (and 
my eyes) began to fill up (as 
my mother used to say) and 
my entire body felt nothing but 
love.

My husband said, “Did you 
hear us,” and at that moment I 
let out a snicker and said, “You 
all decide; I’m sure that you’ll 
get it right.” Now, I know that 
is a very trusting answer but I 
really do trust them to make 
me happy because they have a 
knack for doing just that every 
day so why would Mother’s 
Day be any different.

My prayer: “Lord, again, I 
thank for all of the men in my 
life. Lord, I really thank you 
for everyone who is in my life. 
Because of Your love for me, 
You have surrounded me with 
folks who are praying people 
and are constantly getting it 
right.”

As we celebrate all of the 
wonderful days of May, no 
matter what the occasion, re-
member that prayer works. 
Regardless of the day or the 
hour, let us always look to the 
Father, the Son and Holy Spirit 
for a new beginning - because 
He is our all and all.

If you will, please recall the 
verse that I often share with 
you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which 
reads: “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring 
good tidings, who proclaim 
salvation, who say to Zion, 
Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to not only share your 
news but all who would like 
to tell others about the Lord’s 
goodness and about their plac-
es of worship and even those 
religious institutions that are 
visited.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or 
mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor
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The need for bad things to 
happen to God’s people

Our text to-
day comes from 
2 Corinthians 
12: 1 -1 10 with 
today’s focus 
being “From 
Self-Sufficien-

cy to Grace-Sufficiency.”
In this chapter, Paul de-

fended his apostleship against 
some who challenged him. 
While Paul faithfully served 
the Lord yet there were people 
who foolishly tried to vilify 
him, but any fool could see 
that the Spirit of the Lord was 
on Paul. He traveled to many 
cities and preached the word. 
He established churches, and 
led many to Christ Jesus.

On one occasion, a teen-
age boy fell out of a window 
that was three stories high 
(Acts 20:9-12). He had fallen 
asleep because Paul preached 
so long, but Paul went down 
where the dead boy laid and 
embraced him and prayed for 
him and the boy came back to 
life. Do you embrace people 
when they fall and help re-
store their lives or do you help 
keep them down with nega-
tive words? 

By the way, the boy’s name 
was Eutychus. His name 
means fortunate or happy. 

Indeed he was fortunate that 
Paul prayed for him. Other-
wise he would have remained 
a dead duck. Be that as it may, 
Paul had done many wonder-
ful things and yet some people 
still tried to belittle him and 
discredit him. Of course, this 
was an act of Satan using peo-
ple to stop the ministry God 
was using Paul to do. 

As a Christian, Satan will 
never cease to use people and 
circumstances to try to make 
you quit serving the Lord, 
to make you stop using your 
spiritual gifts, to make you 
feel like praying is a waste 
of time, to make you think 
you may as well live like all 
the other sinners in the world 
because it seems like they are 
getting over big time. The 
funny thing about this is that 
God permits this to teach us to 
truly trust in Him and to teach 
us to not trust in ourselves. 
God uses suffering to help us 
move from self-sufficiency to 
grace-sufficiency. 

Allow me to give you a 
brief overview of the verses 
for today. 

In 2 Corinthians 12:1-5, 
Paul mentioned some wonder-
ful revelations which he had 
received from the Lord, per-
haps others had not received. 

In verse 6, Paul said he 

refused to brag about those 
revelations because he didn’t 
want to make himself seem 
like he was more than who he 
really was. Be careful not to 
use your testimony as a brag-
ging showcase to make your-
self look good on the sly. Al-
ways keep the focus on Christ. 

In verses 7-9, Paul said a 
messenger of Satan was sent 
to buffet him so that he might 
not become arrogant, proud, 
self-absorbed and exalt him-
self…i.e. self-sufficient. His 
prayer for deliverance from 
his suffering was to no avail 
because God wanted to make 
sure Paul would not become 
self-sufficient. 

When God blesses us great-
ly its human nature to tend to 
want to feel like and act like a 
god…to feel like we are large 
and in charge. The Bible says 
knowledge puffs up. Like-
wise, blessings can puff us 
up as well. Some people are 
so rich to where they feel like 
they are larger than life. Ce-
lebrities get so much attention 
with cameras snapping pic-
tures of their every move and 
if they are not grounded they 
are destined to think that they 
are larger than life. 

Only God is larger than 
life because He has no begin-
ning and no end. He has all 

power and all knowledge and 
He exists in all places simul-
taneously. We have a begin-
ning; we are not larger than 
life. Celebrities have limita-
tions like the rest of us; they 
are not larger than life. Rich 
people live in bigger houses 
and you live in a small house, 
but both rich and poor live in 
houses, we all can get sick, 
catch colds, and we all are go-
ing to die a physical death. No 
one is larger than life except 
God and He is El Shaddai (All 
sufficient, All powerful; more 
than enough). 

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Cen-
ter, 464 Church Rd., Madison. 
Residents of Madison, he and 
wife, Minister Yolanda; are 
the proud parents of three 
daughters. He received de-
grees from Criswell College 
in Dallas; Southern Methodist 
University - Perkins School of 
Theology; and a Masters of 
Divinity from Memphis Theo-
logical Seminary. A pastor for 
23 years, Collier serves as a 
volunteer chaplain for vari-
ous law enforcement agen-
cies in the metro area and for 
the Mississippi Governor’s 
Mansion. He may be reached 
by calling 601.260.3016, 
601.855.7898 or e-mail kar-
ab5@live.com.

N E w s  f R o M  T h E  w o R d

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

A Tribute to Mothers
He maketh … [and to be] 

a joyful mother of children. 
Praise ye the LORD. Psalm 
113:9

WHO IS MOTHER?
Mother is half of the fa-

ther/mother team, the one 
who gave birth to you as a 
child. When she first held 
you in her arms, she fell 
madly in love with you. She 
is the one that changed your 
diaper, gave you your bot-
tle, bathed and dressed you. 
She is the one who tended 
to you when you were sick, 
wishes she could have 
bore your pain, but unable 
to even share it with you. 
There is none like a mother.

If you have children, then 
you know what it’s like to 
be a mother. Often, it’s a 
tough job, with unruly chil-
dren, and many heartaches 
before they are grown. 
Sometimes a mother is 
lucky that she has well-dis-
ciplined children, but only 
because she has done her 
best in order for them to be 
well-adjusted teenagers and 
later adults. Mostly, mother 
sits and worries that she 
hasn’t done her best with 
her children, especially if 
they don’t turn out as she 
thought they should, with 
all the training she had giv-
en them.

Mother is a human be-
ing, capable of making mis-
takes. She is not perfect, 
just as none of us are per-
fect. But she is the one that 
we picture as being perfect 
during our childhood. As 
we become older, we real-
ize that mothers are capable 
of right and wrong ways of 
doing things, missing the 
mark, just as much as the 
next person. But she is still 
mother. The thing that sets 
her apart is her everlasting 

love for her children and 
her intent that they lead 
normal, well-adjusted lives.

Not until we become 
adults, do we really begin to 
appreciate who mother real-
ly is. She has nurtured you 
through your childhood, put 
up with your sassy ways 
and times of being lazy dur-
ing your teenage years, and 
cried through your becom-
ing an adult. But mother 
was always there to encour-
age you when you made a 
mistake, although some-
times it’s hard not to show 
disappointmen.

As we grow older and 
have our own children, we 
realize that mother was a 
very strong person, and we 
begin to wonder can we 
ever fit into her shoes. No, 
we wear our ‘own shoes’... 

we can never do things the 
same as our mother, al-
though she has given us 
the pattern from which to 
build. If we have a Godly 
mother, then we can bring 
up our children in the ways 
of God, so that when they 
grow older we have the as-
surance that some day they 
will live for God. After all, 
Proverbs 22:6 says “Train 
up a child in the ways he 
should go, and when he is 
old, he will not depart from 
it.” 

Mothers are special. Is 
your mother living today? 
If so, try to make this Moth-
er’s Day the most wonder-
ful day of her life! Show her 
you care if only by telling 
her you love her. Take her 
out to eat, take her flowers, 
but show up on Mother’s 

Day, if possible. You will 
never know how much this 
helps mother to realize her 
family still cares. Some-
times we get busy doing the 
usual things in life, and lose 
sight of the most important 
aspects - loving our fam-
ily. And mother happens to 
be where that ‘family’ be-
gan. Without mother, there 
would never have been a 
family.

M - Messenger, relaying 
God’s Word 

O - Outpouring of genu-
ine Love 

T - Trusts in God 
H - Heart set on things 

above 
E - Earthly saint 
R - Rescuer of the Way-

ward 
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If you want to 
witness a miracle, 
plant a seed and 
watch it fight its 
way through every 
obstacle to blos-
som. God refers to 

this principle when He says, “And 
the fruit of righteousness is sown 
in peace of them that make peace.” 
(James 3:18)

While we don’t read about Jesus 
settling many disputes, we know 
that He built bridges by bringing 
peace and healing hurts. He did it 
through acts of love like: washing 
the feet of those who betrayed Him; 
eating with a despised tax collec-
tor; and giving hope to a woman 
whom society had discarded.

Words of peace are like seeds; 
they don’t produce fruit overnight. 
But slowly and silently, they work 
under the surface changing hearts, 
minds, attitudes and futures.

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, the 
noted physicist who master minded 
the first atomic bomb, was asked 
by a Congressional Committee if 
there was any defense against it. 
Addressing a hushed audience, Op-
penheimer replied, “Yes, peace!”

Now think, if peace can diffuse 
an atomic bomb, what can it do in 
the lives of the people with whom 
you come in contact? All around 
you are frightened, despairing, 
lonely people, desperately needing 
“a word of peace.”

When the world was dark and 
God needed a miracle, He planted 
His seed in the womb of a Jewish 

girl.  And it grew up like a tender 
green shoot, pushing up through 
dry sterile ground.  

Jesus spent His life pushing back 
the rocks that threatened to destroy 
people: rocks of religion that over-
burdened them; rocks of oppres-
sion that broke their spirit; and 
rocks of prejudice that shut them 
out. And just when it seemed like 
the final rock was insurmountable, 
He broke through, victorious over 
death itself!

If you want to experience your 
own miracle today, try planting 
a seed of encouragement in the 
heart of somebody who’s ready 
to throw in the towel. Speak 
a word of peace to that person 
whose life is in turmoil because 
of family problem, health issues, 
and financial hardship.

Anytime you “plant seeds of 
peace,” you schedule a harvest 
of hope, love and joy in the life 
of that person - and your own 
life too! So, why don’t you try 
sowing some seeds of peace to-
day?

“Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called the chil-
dren of God.” (Matthew 5:9)

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Rev. Green is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, An-
derson, Ind. He serves as chair-
man of the Southeastern Associ-
ation of The Church of God, Inc.
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The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of May 8

1.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
2.	 Beautiful	Day	 	 	 Jamie	Grace
3.	 I	Can	Only	Imagine	 	 Tamela	Mann
4.	 Help	 	 	 	 Erica	Campbell	featuring	Lecrae
5.	 Beautiful	 	 	 Mali	Music
6.	 It’s	Working	 	 	 William	Murphy
7.	 Amazing	 	 	 Ricky	Dillard	&	New	G
8.	 Live	Through	It	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA
9.	 We	Are	Victorious	 	 Donnie	McClurkin	Featuring	Tye	Tribbett
10.	 Our	God	 	 	 Micah	Stampley

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Seeds of Peace
“Girl, I can 

make that…and 
I can’t cook,” 
laughed one 
friend as I ex-
plained my dif-
ficulty making 

hot-water cornbread one day over 
lunch. What puzzled me was that 
I was able to make so many other 
things….with or without a recipe:  
turkey and dressing, red velvet 
cake, red beans and rice, etc. Ever 
since I was in 5th grade and learned 
how to make no bake cookies, 
cooking has always been relaxing 
for me. That was until I came up 
against hot-water cornbread. I even 
waited until after I was 30 years old 
to try making hot-water cornbread 
for the first time. It seemed like no 
matter how many times I tried, it 
never came out right. I finally ac-
cepted the fact that I would never 
be able to make it.

My first attempt fell apart while 
still in the skillet. Rookie mistake, I 
figured and tried again a few weeks 
later. This time, they not only fell 
apart, but they also turned pitch 
black in minutes. Not to be discour-
aged, I decided that the next time I 
visited my parents; I’d get the “se-
cret” to hot-water cornbread from 
my mama.

Once while visiting my par-
ent’s house, I noticed she was get-
ting ready to make some hot water 
cornbread. I told her my problem 
and she encouraged me to watch 
her. She very patiently explained 
in detail how to make it as I stood 
next to her. She even let me mix the 
next batch (flavored with jalapeno 
peppers)…under her supervision.  
She said the key is having the right 
amount of each ingredient. “Per-

fect,” she said as she took the first 
golden brown pieces out of the hot 
grease. I was happy because I’d 
conquered the mountain. Or so I 
thought.

Next time I tried to make it by 
myself, they didn’t break apart. But 
the first batch turned out so hard 
and flat that I threw the uncooked 
mixture away and vowed to never 
make hot-water cornbread again.

Six years later, I got the courage 
to try again. This time after consult-
ing with my mama another three 
times (including while the water 
was boiling), I made the hot water 
cornbread. This time, they came 
out wonderful: golden brown on 
the outside and moist on the inside.      

Successfully making hot water 
cornbread depends on whether the 
water is hot enough, the grease is 
fresh and the corn meal is mixed 
with the right amount of sugar, 
flour and salt. The key is learning 
how to balance each one.

When it comes to our spiritual 
growth, Romans 5:3-5 explains 
how “suffering produces persever-
ance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope.” Each is a new lev-
el of spiritual maturity that comes 
by learning to better balance the 
various areas of your life...and see-
ing things God’s way.  

This week’s column is dedicat-
ed to my mama Nealie Riley and 
all the mothers who have the  pa-
tience to teach others how to make 
hot-water cornbread among other 
things. Happy Mother’s Day!

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She can be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com, at www.
shewandariley.com or www.anoint-
edauthorsontour.com 

Hot-water 
cornbread faith
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OpiniOn

Why would a 
white racist have 
sex with a person 
of color? That’s the 
question that few 
people in the media 
want to raise, let 

alone address. But it is an age-old 
contradiction not limited to Donald 
Sterling, the hate spewing soon-to-
be former owner of the Los Angeles 
Clippers.

Beginning with slavery in the 
original colonies - even earlier in 
Africa with the arrival of European 
colonizers - white men have forced 
themselves on black women.

Under the cover of darkness, Cau-
casian men from Thomas Jefferson 
on the left to South Carolina Sena-
tor and longtime arch-segregationist 
Strom Thurmond on the right have 
projected one image in public while 
having sex - even children - with 
black women. They were talking 
‘white’ (superiority ) while sleeping 
‘black.’

 i don’t for a moment pretend 
to know how to explain this obvi-
ous contraction. But in the case of 
Thomas Jefferson, the chief author 
of the Declaration of independence, 
contradictions became a way of life 
long before he bedded and had chil-
dren with Sally Hemings, a black 
woman. 

Jefferson will forever be inextri-
cably linked to these words in the 
Declaration of independence: 

“We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain un-
alienable rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.”

At the time our Founding Fathers 
were proclaiming unalienable rights 
from God, most of them were en-
slaving God’s dark-skin creations. 
Jefferson enslaved nearly 200 Afri-
can Americans.

As Columbia University history 
professor Eric Foner wrote, “Slaves, 
of course, experienced the institu-
tion of politics and law quite differ-
ently from white Americans. Before 
the law, slaves were property who 
had virtually no legal rights. 

“They could be bought, sold, 
leased and seized to satisfy an own-
er’s debt, their family ties had no 
legal standing, and they could not 
leave the plantation or hold meet-
ings without permission from their 
owner.”

And white owners did not need 
anyone’s permission to violate black 
women. Jefferson began having 
sex with Sally Hemings, one of his 
domestic servants, when she was a 
teenager. 

The Thomas Jefferson Founda-
tion acknowledges that it “and most 
historians believe that, years after his 
wife’s death, Thomas Jefferson was 
the father of the six children of Sally 
Hemings mentioned in Jefferson’s 
records, including Beverly, Harriet, 
Madison and Eston Hemings.”

South Carolina, like Virginia, had 
laws prohibiting both interracial 
marriage and intercourse between 
blacks and whites. if a free black 
man had sex with a white woman in 
South Carolina during the Colonial 

period, he would automatically lose 
his freedom, according to Judge A. 
Leon Higginbothan Jr.’s book, ‘in 
the Matter of Color.’

Years later, Strom Thurmond’s in-
terracial dalliances would represent 
the height of hypocrisy.

Running for president in 1948, 
Thurmond on the Dixiecrat ticket, 
said: “i want to tell you, ladies 
and gentlemen, there’s not enough 
troops in the army to force the 
Southern people to break down seg-
regation and accept the negro into 
our theaters, into our swimming 
pools, into our homes and into our 
churches.”

Fifty years ago, Thurmond led 
the filibuster against the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act, still the longest debate in 
Senate history. 

Thurmond referred to negroes as 
‘nigras.’ But while publicly despis-
ing blacks, he had a different attitude 
in the bedroom, impregnating his 
parents’16-year-old maid. 

The daughter of that encounter, 
Essie Washington-Williams, wrote 
in her autobiography, “As much as i 
wanted to belong to him, i never felt 
like a daughter, only an accident.”

Armstrong Williams, a black con-
servative who began working for 
Thurmond in 1978, recalled the sen-
ator confirming he was Washington-
Williams’ biological father.

“The subject came up again while 
the senator and i were attending a 
South Carolina State football game 
in Orangeburg. He mentioned how 
he had arranged for Mrs. Williams 
to attend the college while he was 
governor…,” Williams wrote. 

“‘When a man brings a child in 

the world, he should take care of that 
child,’ he told me, and added, ‘she’ll 
never say anything and neither will 
you. not while i’m alive.’” And 
neither did - until after Thurmond’s 
death.

Considering the history of Thom-
as Jefferson and Strom Thurmond, 
no one should have been surprised 
when Donald Sterling told his mis-
tress, who described herself has part 
Mexican and part black:

“it bothers me a lot that you want 
to broadcast that you’re associat-
ing with black people. Do you have 
to? … You can sleep with [black 
people]. You can bring them in; you 
can do whatever you want. The little 
i ask you is not to promote it on 
that … and not to bring them to my 
games….

“i’m just saying, in your lousy 
f******* instagrams, you don’t 
have to have yourself with, walking 
with black people…. Don’t put him 
(Magic Johnson) on an instagram 
for the world to have to see, so they 
have to call me. And don’t bring him 
to my games.”

Sterling, far from being a rarity, 
simply added another link to the 
long, scandalous U.S. history of hy-
pocrisy.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
News Service (NNPA.) He is a key-
note speaker, moderator, and media 
coach and can be reached through 
his Web site, www.georgecurry.com. 
Follow him at www.twitter.com/cur-
rygeorge and the George E. Curry 
Fan Page on Facebook.

i was struck by 
how quickly Sec-
retary of State John 
Kerry backed down 
when he was chas-
tised by anti-pal-

estinian critics for suggesting 
that israel might be on the road 
to becoming an apartheid state.  

What was so unusual about 
such a statement? israeli media 
commentators, including some 
political officials, use that term 
to either describe the current 
situation or to warn of impend-
ing disaster.

Here in the U.S, however, 
we have to fret over using such 
a term because it, allegedly, 

might offend someone.
if i am critical of anything, 

it is precisely that Kerry did 
back down, added to the fact 
that israel is not on the road to 
becoming an apartheid state: it 
is already such a state.

‘Apartheid’ is a term that was 
both used by the white South 
Africans to describe their sys-
tem of racial separation and 
oppression from 1948-1994, as 
well as an officially recognized 
term by the United nations 
that describes the broader sys-
tem of racial suppression that 
can exist in any country and is 
not restricted to South Africa.  

As a result, the term “apart-
heid,” describing a system of 
racial categorization and sup-

pression, can and should be 
applied to what we have seen 
unfold in israel since its found-
ing, quite ironically, in 1948.

palestinian land has been 
seized, allegedly for security 
reasons, never to be returned. 
palestinian refugees have been 
refused the internationally 
right of return to the homes 
and land that they left in the 
midst of the 1948-49 war.

An educational system ex-
ists in israel in which there is 
a differential in the resources 
available for Jewish israelis 
vs. palestinian citizens of is-
rael.

And, the israelis continue an 
illegal occupation of palestin-
ian territory that commenced 

in 1967 whereby the palestin-
ians have only nominal control 
of a portion of their own land.

Secretary of State Kerry, out 
of apparent frustration with 
the antics of the israeli side in 
negotiations, correctly noted 
that if/when negotiations break 
down, the permanent occupa-
tion of the West Bank along 
with israel’s policies towards 
its own palestinian citizens, 
will shatter any idea that israel 
exists as an alleged democratic 
state.

Kerry was, more than likely, 
trying to appeal to the israeli 
establishment to awaken and 
smell the coffee. instead, op-
ponents of palestinian justice 
threw the coffee in Kerry’s 

One can be 
forgiven for 
thinking the con-
test for the most 
outrageous, pub-
l i c l y - e x p o s e d 
racist behavior 

of recent weeks was between 
Cliven Bundy, the chiseling 
nevada rancher, and Donald 
Sterling, the despicable bil-
lionaire owner of the Los An-
geles Clippers.

As New York Times colum-
nist Charles M. Blow wrote of 
Sterling’s now-famous taped 
rant, both men’s words offer 
“a rare and vivid exposition 
of the historical themes and 
loopy logic of the racist mind: 
possessed of derangement, 
detached from reason, bereft 
of morality.”Further, Blow’s 
column is a must-read for its 
sharp-eyed analysis that the 
race-driven pathology of both 
Sterling and his mistress, V. 
Stiviano, provides “a disturb-

ing peek at the intersection of 
racism, misogyny and privi-
lege.” in one sense, that tips 
the scale between the two to-
ward Sterling. He’s so deeply 
mired in the psychosexual 
muck of the slave-master 
mentality - of being attracted 
to a woman of African-Amer-
ican and Mexican-American 
parentage while deluding 
himself that he’s dominating 
Black men because he’s so 
personally powerful and at-
tractive.

However, the top prize in 
this particular pathetic con-
test belongs to the reportedly 
nearly 1,000 men and women 
who trekked to Bundy’s ranch 
to be his “militia” in the stand-
off he and they manufactured 
against agents of the federal 
Bureau of Land Management 
who had come to end Bundy’s 
cheating the federal govern-
ment out of the $1 million.

There were these self-de-
scribed American patriots, 
with rifles, pistols, revolvers 

and AK-47s in hand, declar-
ing themselves ready to “pro-
tect” a man who had repeat-
edly said he doesn’t recognize 
the authority of the federal 
government. There were these 
so-called patriots prepared to 
shoot to kill officers of the 
United States of America. 
There were these men and 
women, so wrapped up in 
their delusional, mashed-up 
Hollywood western, “Ram-
bo” and “Dirty Harry” fanta-
sies, clutching their weaponry 
as if they’d be naked without 
them, itching for their person-
al apocalypse.

Tim Egan, an op-ed colum-
nist for the new York Times, 
got it right when, before Bun-
dy’s racist rant, he called this 
motley crew, “the thugs in 
the desert.” He wrote, “This 
phony event brought out the 
worst of the gun-waving far 
right, and the national politi-
cians who are barely one de-
gree of separation from them. 
… if you changed that picture 

to Black panthers surrounding 
a lawful eviction in the inner 
city, do you think right-wing 
media would be there cheer-
ing the outlaws?”

Egan’s point underscores, 
as with so many of the forces 
roiling American society to-
day, how deeply racism mo-
tivates white conservatives’ 
criticism of president Obama 
and opposition to federal poli-
cies. it’s laced through and 
through the “angry White  
man” dynamic that pushes 
so much of the politics of the 
Tea party and the Republican 
party now - an “aggrieved 
entitlement” scholar Michael 
Kimmel calls it in his 2013 
book, Angry White Men: 
American Masculinity and the 
End of an Era.

The anger of these men 
and women at having lost 
their “place” in society has 
numerous causes and targets. 
But chief among them is the 
“threat” they feel from the ad-
vancement of people of col-

or, especially blacks. That’s 
clearly the source of the - what 
else can one say? - anguish 
strikingly evident in Donald 
Sterling’s taped comments at 
having to acknowledge that 
black men exist on their own 
without his permission.

But Egan’s accurate assess-
ment of the Bundy mob also 
recalls another moment a half-
century ago, when a similar 
band of “armed thugs” gath-
ered to mount an insurrection 
against the federal govern-
ment’s enforcing the law. That 
was the firefight more than 
2,000 violent white extrem-
ists staged the night of Sept. 
30, 1962 at Oxford, Miss. to 
try to kill James Meredith 
and the small force of federal 
marshals guarding him as he 
prepared to make good on his 
enrollment in the University 
of Mississippi.

The insurrection - the most 
violent action against the 
federal government since the 
Civil War - lasted all night. 

Two civilians were killed and 
160 federal marshals were 
wounded. Meredith and the 
federal officers were saved 
only when president Kennedy 
ordered a small unit of the 
Mississippi national Guard 
and paratroopers from the 
U.S. Army 101st Airborne Di-
vision to occupy the campus.

What would have happened 
at the Bundy ranch if federal 
officials had not kept their 
cool and let the armed thugs 
goad them into a gun battle? 
The Oxford insurrection - 
and the entire history of the 
South’s Jim Crow regime - il-
lustrates what happens when 
so-called respectable conser-
vatives let the “armed thugs” 
faction of  white America into 
their tent. When is today’s 
conservative movement going 
to accept that lesson?

Lee A. Daniels is a longtime 
journalist based in New York 
City. His latest book is Last 
Chance: The Political Threat 
to Black America.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Question no one’s asked Donald Sterling: ‘Why would 
a white racist have sex with a person of color?’

Yes, “apartheid” describes Israel

“Thugs in the desert” at the Bundy Ranch

?Ask Alma

Our girlfriend doesn’t get it
Dear Alma,
 Within my group of friends, i 

have a female friend who likes a 
male friend who is also within the 
group. The female recently joined 
the group, but the male has been 
around for some time. 

The female has tried her best 
game and, to much dismay, has 
not won over the male friend. The 
male friend, however, has given 
every cold shoulder possible. 

She, unfortunately, is slow to 
catch on. Others have tried to 
politely intervene, but the female 
keeps knocking. it has progressed 
to the point that the male friend 
has stopped coming around, and 
no one in the group is happy. 

The group now feels the need 
to address the issue, almost like 
an intervention. What do you sug-
gest?  

Leah
  
 Hi Leah. There are two ways 

to handle this situation: your way 
(the easy way) or my way (the 
harder way).

 We both know that this woman 
has been reading too many Cosmo 
and Essence articles describing the 
perfect relationship. You know the 
ones - “How to Make Him Love 
You in 30 Days.” (i wonder why 
we never see such articles in a 
men’s magazine. LOL). 

i remember back in the day 
when i would read and scan the 
information into my memory, 
hanging on every word. Thank 
goodness, i’m all grown up now 
and i know better.

 Here’s what i suggest: some-
body pick up a copy of the book 
by Greg Behrendt and Liz Tucillo, 
‘He’s Just not That into You.’ it’s 
based on an episode of “Sex and 
the City.” it gives straight up, no-
nonsense descriptions of when a 
man just really doesn’t like you.

 Some women can be extremely 

smart about everything in life, ex-
cept man. Some lose all sense of 
rational thoughts and acceptable 
behavior. 

We come up with the best of 
the best excuses for dealing with 
a dead-end and or non-existent re-
lationship. i know you know what 
i’m sayin’. This book offers the 
best guidance one can receive.

 Wrap that book in a pretty gift 
bag with beautiful tissue paper. i 
mean, go all out. not in front of 
everybody, but at the end of the 
evening, walk her to her car and 
give it to her. 

This should take place just be-
tween the two of you. Umhm, that 
would be nice.

Or you can go nene on her and 
say loud and strong, “Girl, stop 
bothering him. He don’t like you 
like that, and you’re embarrassing 
yourself. Leave him alone and act 
like you got some class!”

 Bam! Case closed, it’s ova 
(LMBO). Whew! i get carried 
away sometimes. Allow me to 
swerve back over to the path of 
politeness.

 Have a one-on-one with your 
girl and share the following: One 
of the better qualities about men is 
that they aren’t that complicated, 
and we love them for that. Almost 
always there are no mixed mes-
sages, no need to read between the 
lines. it is what it is, and he’ll tell 
you if you listen.

 Stop, rewind, push play and let 
me say that again: All you have to 
do is listen. So ladies, stop rear-
ranging his words in your mind to 
mean what you want him to say. 

if you push up on him and 
there’s no response, he’s just not 
into you. Remind her it’s not the 
end of the world. it’s just a pebble 
on her path of life. She needs to 
touch up her lip gloss and keep it 
moving.

 Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advise ColumnistBy George E. Curry

NNPA Columnist

face.
Bill Fletcher Jr. is a racial 

justice, labor and global jus-
tice writer and activist. This 
past January, he led an Af-
rican American fact-finding 
delegation to Israel and Pal-

estine. Subsequent to the trip, 
he wrote “Traveling Through 
Palestine While Black” at 
http://www.alternet.org/world/
traveling-through-palestine-
while-black-firsthand-look-
slow-moving-annexation.

By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist
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By Bill Fletcher, Jr. 
NNPA Columnist
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is soliciting bid proposals from 
qualified firms to perform a condition assessment of the West Bank 
Interceptor. Sealed bids will be received by the City Council at the 
office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South Presidem Street, P.O. 
Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, June 
10,2014, for supplying all labor and materials (as specified) neces-
sary for the WEST BANK INTERCEPTOR CONDITION ASSESS-
MENT, CITY PROJECT NUMBER 3B0500903.

 The scope of services shall include evaluation of the internal con-
dition of the West Bank Interceptor pipe using CCTV, sonar, and/
or laser, and inspection and evaluation of all West Bank Intercep-
tor manholes. The West Bank Interceptor con.sisis of approximately 
75,000 lineal feetof48-in to 96-in diameter pipe and contains ap-
proximately 180 manholes.

Condition assessment inspection work shall commence within twen-
ty-one (21) days and the Contract time shall be 180 consecutive cal-
endar days from the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. 
Inspection work on the West Bank Interceptor pipe and manholes 
shall proceed continuously until all inspections are completed and 
reporting is submitted. Because the City of Jackson faces stipulated 
penalties from U.S.E.P.A. if the condition assessment is not timely 
completed, liquidated damages will be assessed for each consecu-
tive calendar day the Work has not achieved Final Completion after 
the 180 day performance period. The amount of liquidated damages 
per day will be as follows:

 Period:   Penalty Per Day:
 1 - 30 days  $500
 31 -60 days   $1,000
61-180 days   $2,000
More than 180 days $5,000

plus any additional actual costs incurred by the Owner. These actual 
costs include, but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and 
other project related costs resulting from the Contractor’s failure to 
complete the work on schedule.

 The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimi-
nation in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to 
promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing 
business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each con-
tractor, bidder or offerer shall submit a completed and signed Equal 
Business Opportunity [EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in ac-
cordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s or-
dinance, shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offerer from being 
awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of 
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the 
Office of Economic Development at 601-960-1638. Copies of the 
ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are 
available at 218 South President Street, 2nd Floor. Jackson. Mis-
sissippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance 
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 
2000d to 2000d-4, that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity 
to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discrimi-
nated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, 
in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to 
cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through vari-
ous programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City en-
courages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business 
within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City 
on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the 
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for 
employment opportunities.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, 
sealed in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the 
envelope: “Bid for WEST BANK INTERCEPTOR CONDITION AS-
SESSMENT, CITY PROJECT NO. 3B0500903.”

 Bids and EBO plans shall be submitted in triplicate, stapled individ-
ually, sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, Cily Hall, Jackson, 
Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No 
bidder may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of 
the opening thereof.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid a separate attachment stating 
his qualifications- to perform the work. The Statement of Qualifica-
tions shall list past projects of similar size and nature, a list of refer-
ences with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel who 
will perform the work, and other information supporting the bidder’s 
qualifications as required by the project specifications.

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 21, 2014 at 
1:30 P.M., local time in the 5th Floor Conference Room of the De-
partment of Public Works at 200 South President Street, Jackson, 
Mississippi. Attendance by Contractors intending to bid on the proj-
ect is strongly encouraged. All potential Subcontractors and other 
interested parties are invited to attend.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check 
in an amount equal to five percent of his bid, payable to the City of 
Jackson as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current financial 
statement, if requested by the City of Jackson.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, Instructions to Bidders 
and Bidders Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection 
in the office of the (1) Water/Sewer Utilities, Department of Public 
Works, Jackson, Mississippi; and (2) City Clerk in Jackson, Missis-
sippi. Copies of the Instructions for Bidders and Bidder’s Proposal, 
Bid Bond, Contract Drawings and Contract Specifications may be 
procured at the office of the Engineer between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Local Time, Monday through Friday, upon pay-
ment of $25.00 for each set, which will not be refunded. Checks are 
to be made payable to the Engineer.

Additional information and assistance regarding this bid opportunity, 
the MS Procurement Technical Assistance Program, and local con-
tract procurement center may be found at:

www.mscpc.com

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that minority and 
women business enterprises are solicited to bid on this contract as 
prime contractors and are encouraged to make inquiries regarding 
potential subcontracting opportunities, equipment, material and/or 
supply needs.

The Engineer is WEI/AJA, LLC, 143-A LeFleurs Square, Jackson, 
MS 39211. Telephone (601) 355-9526, Fax No. (601) 352-3945. For 
technical questions please contact Clyde Burnett at (601) 352-6800.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and 
to waive any informalities or irregularities therein.

Charles Williams, Ph.D., P.E.
Interim Director of Public Works

05/8/2014, 05/15/2014
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 
P.M. Tuesday,  June 03, 2014, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City 
Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the 
following:
     
07051-060314 – 35,000 G.V.W. Single Axle Dump Truck

76090-060314 – Six-Month Term Compact Hydraulic Excavator Crawler Mounted 
            with Options

76583-060314 -   Six-Month Term Compact Hydraulic Excavator Crawler Mounted 
            With Buyback and Options
   
72523-060314 – Installation and Supply of Fiber Optic, Copper Cables, 
           Wired/Wireless Communication Devices

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
                                 
The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of 
the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available 
with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the low-
est total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior 
to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for 
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination 
during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025 

05/8/2014, 05/15/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid 
must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday,  June 03, 2014, at which time 
said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South Presi-
dent Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

55004-060314 – Twelve-Month Supply of Waterproof Reflective Glass  
             Beads

55054-060314 -   Twelve-Month Supply of Traffic Sign Post

55063-060314 -   Twelve-Month Supply of Aluminum Sign Blanks
  
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of 
bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accor-
dance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi 
Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  
As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit 
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Applica-
tion, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth 
by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply 
with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or of-
fer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the 
City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development 
at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application 
and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.  The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest 
net price in accordance with specifications.  The award could be according 
to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to 
accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when 
evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to adver-
tising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost 
for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be 
included on the proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the City 
will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025 

05/8/2014, 05/15/2014
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aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

RE-aDVERTismEnT FOR BiDs
nOTiCE TO COnTRaCTORs

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi until 3:30P.M., local 
time, May 27, 2014 at Jackson City Hall, for the Brookwood Drive Bridge Replacement, 
City Project No. 13B4500, 

The entire projects must be completed within 45 calendar days. The contract will be 
subjected to liquidated damages in the amount of five hundred dollars ($500.00) per 
calendar day for each consecutive calendar day in which the contract time is exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an equal business op-
portunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a precondition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Busi-
ness Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall 
disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For 
more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please 
contact Pam Confer in the office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1638. Copies 
of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are available at 
200 South President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifications, and Contract Documents may be procured 
from the Engineering Division upon payment of $50.00 dollars, which will not be re-
funded. Please contact Charles Williams Jr, P.E., at (601) 960-1656 for directions or 
any additional information for procurement of plans and specifications. The Standard 
Specifications adopted by the City Council may be procured from the Department of 
Public Works, if desired upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specification.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on May 13, 2014 at 2:00 P.M. local time, in the 5th 
floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jack-
son, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties 
are encouraged to attend.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of responsibil-
ity issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establishing its classification as 
to the value and type of construction on which it is authorized to bid. Each bidder must 
deposit with its proposal, a bid bond or certified check in an amount equal to five percent 
(5%) of the total bid for the work, payable to the City of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond each in the 
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount awarded. Attorneys-in-
fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Performance Bonds must file with each 
bond a certified and effective dated copy of their power of attorney.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City of Jack-
son’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each bidder shall write 
its certificate of responsibility number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing 
its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and 
all informalities
   
Synarus Green      
Chief Administrative Officer    

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel

05/1/2014, 05/8/2014

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

ORDinanCE OF THE CTTy COUnCil OF JaCksOn, mississippi 
REnaminG HiGHlanD DRiVE (FROm RiVERsiDE DRiVE TO 

lakElanD DRiVE) TO mUsEUm BOUlEVaRD.

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Children’s Museum desires to rename Highland Drive (from 
Riverside Drive to Lakcland Drive) to Museum Boulevard; and

WHEREAS, the renaming of Highland Drive to Museum Boulevard would result in the 
museum’s location being more identifiable to tourists and would address concerns re-
garding response times in the event of an emergency at the museum; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Council finds that it is proper and fitting that the name of 
Highland Drive (from Riverside Drive to Lakeland Drive) be changed to Museum Bou-
levard.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI THAT:

SECTION 1. The name of Highland Drive (from Riverside Drive to Lakeland Drive) be 
hereby changed to Museum Boulevard.

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall notify the United States Postal Service, the Mississippi 
Department of Transportation, the Public Safety Communication Division, all appropriate 
City, County and State entities, and all necessary parties of the renaming of said street

SECTION 3. The City Engineer is authorized and directed to make appropriate revisions 
to the official map of the City of Jackson, Mississippi to reflect the renaming of said 
public street and to take further appropriate actions as required by Ordinance to affect 
said street renaming.

SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after passage and proper 
publication.

Council Member Barrett- Simon moved adoption; Council Member Yarber seconded.

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Priester, Stamps, Tillman and Yarber. 
Nays- Whitwell. 
Absent- Cooper-Stokes.

ATTEST:

Brenda Pree, City Clerk

I, Brenda Pree, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of records 
Of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify that the foregoing 
is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City Council at a regular meeting 
on the 25th day of March, 2014, and recorded in Minute Book “6E”, page 531.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 29th day of April, 2014.

Brenda Pree, City Clerk

05/1/2014, 5/8/2014

lEGal

REsOlUTiOn DEClaRinG a nEED TO lEasE sCHOOl FaCiliTiEs

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees (the “Board”) of the Jackson Public 
School District, Jackson, Mississippi (herein referred to as the “District”), as fol-
lows:

1. A need exists in the District for the acquisition, renovation, improvement, con-
struction and equipping of up to one (1) school facility within the District. 

2. The District cannot provide the necessary funds to pay the cost or its propor-
tionate share of the cost of the renovations, acquisitions, improvements, construc-
tion and equipping of the school facilities required to meet the present needs of 
the District.

3. The District desires to sell, lease, lend, grant, or otherwise convey to a corpo-
ration, individual or partnership, with or without consideration, or to permit such 
corporation, individual or partnership to use, maintain or operate as part of public 
school facilities, pursuant to Sections 37-7-351 through 37-7-359 of the Missis-
sippi Code of 1972, as amended (the “Act”) up to one (1)  school facility together 
with other real or personal property which may be necessary, useful or convenient 
for the purposes of the District.  Any such sale, lease, loan, grant or conveyance 
shall be for a period of time not to exceed twenty (20) years, and title to any real 
property transferred by the District shall revert to the District at the expiration of 
such term.

4. The District desires to lease or lease-purchase up to one (1) school facility, 
which may include the school facilities sold, granted, or otherwise conveyed by 
the District pursuant to paragraph 3 above.

5. The District proposes to take final action upon the question of the sale, lease, 
loan, grant or other conveyance of such school facilities, and on the question 
of leasing or lease-purchasing such school facilities, at a regular meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of the District to be held at 5:30 p.m. on May 20, 2014, at the 
Board’s regular meeting place in the Board Meeting Room located at 621 South 
State Street, in the City of Jackson, Mississippi, which date is not less than thirty 
days after the date of first publication of this resolution, unless prior to such meet-
ing a petition signed by not less than twenty percent (20%) or fifteen hundred 
(1,500), whichever is less, of the qualified electors of the District shall be filed with 
the District requesting that an election be called on such question.  If such a peti-
tion is timely filed, the District shall, not later than its next regular meeting, adopt 
a resolution calling an election to be held within the District upon the questions of 
authorizing the Board to sell, lease, lend, grant or otherwise convey such facilities, 
and to lease or lease-purchase such facilities.  Such election shall be called and 
held, and the result determined, pursuant to and as provided by the Act.

6. The Board retains the firm of Young Law Group, PLLC to serve as bond counsel 
to provide legal assistance relating to the structuring, sale, issuance, and closing 
of the Lease and provide other legal services as are typically provided by bond 
counsel in similar transactions.  Bond counsel shall be paid a reasonable and 
customary fee for its services, such fees to be approved by the Board at a later 
meeting, and shall be reimbursed for reasonable out-of-pocket expenses in con-
nection with its services as bond counsel.

Having received a majority of the affirmative votes of the Board, the Resolution 
passed on April 1, 2014.
  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE JACKSON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT

04/17/2014, 04/24/2014, 05/1/2014, 05/8/2014  

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

public notice
Request for statement of Qualifications

The City of Jackson, Mississippi, is seeking Statements of Qualifications (SOQ’s) Tues-
day, June 17, 2014 from consulting firms desiring to provide consultant for the prepara-
tion of a program Evaluation of the City’s AmeriCorps Capital City Rebuilds Program.

Statements of Qualifications packets may be secured from the Department of Human 
and Cultural Services, Metrocenter Mall, 1000 Metrocenter Suite 101., Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39209, between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM, Monday - Friday, or call Gregory Riley 
and/ or Linda Caldwell, at telephone number (601) 960-0335.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principal of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, 
every contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signal Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Apppplication with the bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s 
ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer from being awarded an eligible 
contract.

For more information on the City of Jackson’s EBO Program, please contact the Office 
of Economic Development at 960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Ap-
plication, EBO Program, the MBE/FBE Directory and MBE/FBE Certification Affidavit 
are available at 200 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

Proposals should be submitted to the City Clerk’s office, no later than 3:30 PM, local 
time on Tuesday, June 17, 2014.

Adriane Dorsey-Kidd
Director of the Department of Human and Cultural Servic
City of Jackson, MS

05/8/2014, 05/15/2014

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

ORDinanCE OF THE CiTy OF JaCksOn, mississippi EsTaBlisHinG
THE REnaminG OF sOUTH pREsiDEnT sT. (800 anD 900 BlOCks) FROm 

silas BROWn TO THE RailROaD TRaCks TO iRBy DRiVE.

WHEREAS, on Monday, December 31, 1979, the City of Jackson lost a distinguished 
citizen and public servant with the passing of Stuart C. Irby, Sr.; and

 WHEREAS, the Stuart C. Irby Company was founded in 1924, has been at the cur-
rent location of 815 S President Street since 1936 and is one of the largest electrical 
distributors in the United States providing items for residential, utility, commercial, and 
industrial application; and

 WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper that South President Street (from the 800 and 900 
blocks to the railroad tracks) be renamed Irby Drive; and

 WHEREAS, the Jackson City Council adopted a procedure for renaming streets and 
public facilities where by any City Council, person, the Departments of Planning Devel-
opment or Public Works may petition for a renaming; and

 WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and citizens inter-
ested that a meeting of the council would be hdd at City Hall at 10:00 a.m. on August 
13, 2013, as developed by the petitioner; and

 NOW THEREFORE, IS IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
 JACKSON, MS THAT:

 Section 1. South President St. (800 and 900 blocks) from Silas Brown to the railroad 
tracks be renamed Irby Drive.

 Section 2. The City Clerk transmit a certified copy of this Ordinance to the Director of 
the Mississippi State Highway Department.

 Section 3. The City Engineer is authorized and directed to make appropriate revisions 
to the official map of the City of Jackson, Mississippi to reflect the renaming of said 
Public Street and to take further appropriate action as required by the Ordinance to 
affect said street name change.

 Section 4. The City Clerk shall notify the United States Postal Service, Department 
of Transportation, Public Safety Communication Division, all appropriate City Depart-
ments, and other necessary parties of the renaming of said street.

 Section 5. This Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after passage and pub-
lication. Council Member Stamps moved adoption; Council Member Barrett-Simon 
seconded.

 Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Priester, Stamps, Tillman and Yarber. 
Nays- Whitwell. Absent- Cooper-Stokes.

 ATTEST:

 Brenda Pree City Clerk

 I, Brenda Pi-ec, the duh appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of records 
of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify that the forego-
ing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City Council at a regular 
meeting on the 25th day of March, 2014, and recorded in Minute Book “6E”, pages 
530- 531. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 29th day of April, 2014.

 Brenda Pree, City Clerk

 05/1/2014, 5/8/2014



AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Housing and job placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

ACE  TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING With
A Difference! Job Placement Assistance.
Day, Night and Refresher Courses. Train
in MS. Call 888-430-4223.
AVERITT EXPRESS New Pay Increase
For Regional Drivers! 40 to 46 CPM +
Fuel Bonus! Also, Post-Training Pay
Increase for Students! (Depending on
Domicile) Get Home EVERY Week +
Excellent Benefits. CDL-A Required. 888-
362-8608.  Apply@AverittCareers.com
Equal Opportunity Employer - Females,
Minorities, Protected Veterans and
Individuals With Disabilities Are
Encouraged To Apply.

DRIVER - CDL/A
LOOKING FOR A CAREER WITH

HIGHER EARNINGS POTENTIAL?
No out-of-pocket tuition cost!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days,
and start driving with KLLM!

• Top Notch Training Equipment
• Competitive Training Pay

Upon Graduation
• Career Advancement

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllm.com
DRIVERS - $1,000 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
EOE.

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

WANTED 10 HOMES to advertise sid-
ing, windows or roofs for our upcoming
2014 brochure. Save Hundreds of
Dollars. Owner occupied homes only.
100% financing. 1-866-668-8681.

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS?
Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST. Seen on CNN. A+
rating with the BBB. Call 1-800-675-
1156.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months). Find Out
How To SAVE Up to 50% Today! Ask
About Same Day Installation! CALL 1-
800-319-2526.
KEEP YOUR PET Happy, Healthy, and
Protected.  Call 800-916-2134 now
and get a free Pet Insurance Quote for
your Dog or Cat. Choose Up to 90%
Reimbursement. Get Special Multiple Pet
Discounts.
REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
Now to see if you Qualify. 1-800-522-
9068.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 

NEW AND USED STAIR LIFT ELEVA-
TORS. New scooters starting at $799.
Warranty with service. Elrod Mobility. 25-
year old company, A+ rating with BBB.
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 0 6 5 8 .
www.myelrodmobility.com

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l
E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e  M i s c .

F o r  S a l e  M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of May 4, 2014

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

NEED EMPLOYEES?
HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?

Did you know that you can place your
classified ad in over

100 NEWSPAPERS
WITH JUST ONE PHONE CALL?
One Phone Call � One Order

One Check
Call  MS Press Services 

at 601-981-3060
For More Information!

May4_MCAN
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Maverick Transportation
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Satellite TV Difference

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper 

or iPad mini offer

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, 
features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is 
subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
$10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer 
value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

YOU Choose The Deal!

 NO Contracts.
 NO Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper 

or iPad mini offer

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, 
features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is 
subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
$10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer 
value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

YOU Choose The Deal!

 NO Contracts.
 NO Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

PASS
Dish Network

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Dish Network

2x6

PASS
Stop IRS Debt

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Stop IRS Debt

2x6

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Thunder star Kevin Durant wins first MVP Award

Heat solve Nets hex, win 107-86 in game 1

OKLAHOMA CITY - In ac-
cepting his first MVP award, 
Oklahoma City’s Kevin Du-
rant made a point of sharing 
the honor with those who 
made it possible.

In a soul-baring speech that 
lasted more than 25 minutes, 
Durant fought back tears sev-
eral times while thanking each 
of his teammates, the coaches, 
support staff and team ex-
ecutives, and finally his fam-
ily. The emotional outpouring 
culminated with a tribute to 
his mother, Wanda Pratt, and 
the sacrifices she made, the 
inspiration she provided while 
raising Durant and his brother 
in the suburbs of Washington, 
D.C.

“You made us believe,” Du-
rant said to Pratt, who was 
at the ceremony in Edmond, 
Okla. “Kept us off the street. 
Put clothes on our backs, food 
on the table. When you didn’t 
eat, you made sure we ate. 
You sacrificed for us. You’re 
the real MVP.”

Durant explained that Pratt 
was a single mother with two 
boys, and though times were 
tough while growing up, Pratt 
always thought something 
better was ahead. Durant said 
to appreciate moments like 
these, he often looks back to 
gain perspective.

“One of the best memories 
I had is when we moved into 

our first apartment,” he said 
as tears streamed down Pratt’s 
face. “No bed, no furniture, 
and we just all sat in the liv-
ing room and hugged each 
other, ‘cause that’s when we 
all thought we made it.”

He’s really made it now. The 
young man who said he was 
told he “wasn’t supposed to be 
here” won the NBA’s top indi-
vidual honor Tuesday, receiv-
ing 119 first-place votes. Mi-
ami’s LeBron James, who had 
won the last two MVP awards 
and four of the previous five, 
finished second with six first-
place votes, and Blake Griffin 
of the Los Angeles Clippers 
was third.

Durant, 25, called it “sur-
real” and at one point, as he 
thanked his teammates, he 
stopped and said, “I don’t 
know why I’m crying so 
much.”

“Everything in my life, I 
had to take it,” Durant said. 
“They’re not going to give 
it to you out of sympathy. I 
wouldn’t want it any other 
way. This was another case, 
if I wanted to win the MVP, I 
had to go take it. I felt that this 
was the year I did that.”

During a speech in which 
Durant revealed a humil-
ity and vulnerability rarely 
displayed by a professional 
athlete, he also drew some 
laughs.

“I could walk in and have 
a terrible day and I could see 

Hasheem (Thabeet) smiling 
at me, at 7-foot-3 with small 
pants on,” he said. “That 
would change my day.”

Durant mentioned qualities 
about each teammate, show-
ing respect for the veterans 
who challenge him and the 
rookies who inspire him to do 
things the right way because 
they look up to him.

“I go home and I think 
about that stuff, man,” he said. 
“When you’ve got people be-
hind you, you can do what-
ever.”

Durant won his fourth scor-
ing crown in five years by av-
eraging 32 points. The 6-foot-
9 forward helped the Thunder 

go 59-23, second-best in the 
league, despite playing much 
of the season without three-
time All-Star Russell West-
brook because of a nagging 
knee injury.

“He’s basically put himself 
in front of everybody else in 
the league and shown that he’s 
the best player in the world,” 
Westbrook said at the end of 
the regular season.

James agreed, saying Mon-
day: “Much respect to him 
and he deserves it. He had a 
big-time MVP season.”

Durant’s run of 41 consecu-
tive games this season with at 
least 25 points was the third-
longest streak in NBA history.

“It was a two-man race, and 
then toward the end, it was 
kind of a no-brainer,” Griffin 
said.

James averaged 27.1 points, 
6.9 rebounds and 6.3 assists 
while shooting nearly 57 per-
cent from the field.

Griffin averaged 24.1 points 
and 10.1 rebounds.

Durant scored at least 40 
points 14 times. He also av-
eraged 7.4 rebounds and a 
career-high 5.5 assists while 
shooting 50 percent from the 
field.

While Westbrook was out 
after his most recent knee 
surgery, Durant averaged 35 
points and 6.3 assists as the 
Thunder went 20-7 and re-
mained among the league’s 
elite.

Teammates and opponents 
say Durant became a more 
complete player this season. 
They praised him for improv-
ing his court vision, consis-
tently making the extra pass 
and moving more efficiently 
without the ball.

“I think we take it for grant-
ed,” teammate Nick Collison 
said. “To be able to stay on 
for long periods of time - have 
to cut hard, catch the ball in 
the right spot and defend on 
the other end - is tough to do. 
To be able to show that shows 
that he has an edge to him. He 
doesn’t take a night off.”

Though Durant’s consis-
tency stood out this season, 

he had several exceptional 
games. He scored 48 points 
on Jan. 4 at Minnesota, then 
scored 48 again two games 
later at Utah. He scored a ca-
reer-high 54 points in a home 
win against Golden State on 
Jan. 17 and two games later 
scored 46 at home in a victory 
against Portland.

Two games after that, he had 
a triple-double - 32 points, 14 
rebounds and 10 assists - in 
a win at Philadelphia, and he 
followed that with 41 points 
in a victory over Atlanta. He 
scored 51 points at Toronto on 
March 21 in a staggering 53 
minutes and hit the game-win-
ning 3-pointer with 1.7 sec-
onds left in double overtime.

He capped it off in the sea-
son finale by scoring 21 of his 
42 points in the fourth quar-
ter against Detroit and win-
ning the game with a dunk 
with 16.5 seconds left. The 
Thunder overcame a 10-point 
deficit in the quarter to clinch 
the No. 2 seed in the Western 
Conference playoffs.

“I put in so much work and 
so many people helped me,” 
he said. “I feel like we all 
won it. Our equipment guy 
gave me a hug today and said, 
‘This is my first MVP,’ and I 
thought about that. And I said, 
‘Yeah, this is our first MVP.’ I 
couldn’t have done it without 
the teammates, without the 
trainer. Everybody. We all just 
did this together.”

MIAMI - Once the Miami Heat 
finally figured out how to get roll-
ing against Brooklyn, they never 
ceded control.

And after a regular-season se-
ries against the Nets in which 
nothing went right, nothing 
seemed to go wrong for the Heat 
in this one.

The 0-4 record against the Nets 
in the regular season? That seems 

officially forgotten by Miami. As 
far as the Heat are concerned, 1-0 
is all that matters now, after LeB-
ron James scored 22 points, Ray 
Allen added 19 off the bench and 
Miami pulled away in the sec-
ond half to beat Brooklyn 107-86 
in Game 1 of the teams’ Eastern 
Conference semifinal series on 
Tuesday night.

The Heat hadn’t played in eight 
days, yet looked in perfect rhythm.

“You never know how ex-

actly it’s going to be for that first 
game,” Allen said. “We were beat-
ing up on each other for a whole 
week. We were ready for another 
opponent and we came out and 
played exactly the way we wanted 
to play.”

It was a three-point game early 
in the third quarter. By the time 
that period ended, the Heat were 
up by 13 and three Nets starters 
would be getting the rest of the 
night off, a decision that essen-

tially ended any 
comeback chanc-
es. A 24-9 run by 
the Heat during 
that quarter made 
all the difference, 
not just blowing 
the game open 
but putting an 
emphatic end to 
any notions that 
Miami couldn’t 
beat Brooklyn.

“I think the 
most important 
thing was the 
rhythm we were 
in,” James said. 
“It seemed like 
we didn’t take 
much time off at 
all.”

Chris Bosh 
scored 15 points 
and grabbed 
11 rebounds, 
Dwyane Wade 
finished with 14 points and Ma-
rio Chalmers had 12 for Mi-
ami, which recorded at least one 
regular-season win against every 
team except Brooklyn, losing four 
times by a total of 12 points.

This one went much differently.
“In the regular season, teams 

like Brooklyn and San Antonio, 
they’re going to exploit you just 
a little bit sometimes,” Bosh said. 
“That’s what I love about the play-
offs - you can sit and study your 
opponent, get your strategy to-
gether and figure a plan of attack.”

Game 2 is Thursday night in 
Miami.

Deron Williams and Joe John-
son scored 17 points each for the 
Nets, who got only eight from 
Paul Pierce and no points from 
Kevin Garnett in 16 minutes. 
Garnett leveled Allen, his former 
Boston teammate, with a solid 
screen in the first half, but Allen 
clearly got the better of his first 
postseason game against Garnett 
and Pierce.

“This is the defending champs,” 
Nets coach Jason Kidd said. “It’s 
always going to be at a high level 
and we’ve got to find a way to 

match it.”
Miami’s lead was 55-52 early in 

the third quarter after a 3-pointer 
by Williams, and every indication 
was that the Heat and Nets - who 
played three one-point games and 
a double-overtime affair in the 
regular season - were heading 
down to the wire again.

Not quite.
Bosh scored seven straight 

points and Miami was on its way. 
Allen’s 3-pointer pushed the lead 
to 14, James and Chris Andersen 
(who left in the fourth with a right 
knee contusion) added two free 
throws apiece and just like that 
Miami’s lead was up to 79-61.

“They have been waiting on 
us,” said Garnett, who went score-
less for the first time in his 139 
postseason games. “They have 
been resting. They have been 
hearing that we beat them this and 
all that. We need to be better, and 
we will be.”

Pregame lineup moves by both 
clubs lent more intrigue to Game 
1. Miami brought Shane Battier 
- who played 2 minutes, total, in 
the first round against Charlotte - 
back into the starting five, while 

Brooklyn reinserted Shaun Liv-
ingston into its lineup after using 
him off the bench late in the To-
ronto series.

Battier learned on Monday that 
he would play. He said the Heat 
knew exactly what they needed.

“Energy,” Battier said. “The 
four games we played in the regu-
lar season were very low-energy 
games. We tried to finesse those 
wins and that doesn’t get it done 
against these guys. They’re too 
savvy. You have to play a high-
motor, high-energy game.”

After never leading by more 
than seven points against Brook-
lyn in the regular season, the Heat 
led by 11 after a drive by James 
with 3:32 left in the first half. But 
the Nets closed on a 14-6 run, 
and Williams’ first beat-the-clock 
3-pointer of the game sent Brook-
lyn into halftime down 46-43.

Williams did it again in the 
third, but that one only got Brook-
lyn within 79-66.

“It came down to defense to-
night,” Williams said. “Our defen-
sive game plan was not executed 
at all.”

By Cliff Brunt 
AP Sports Writer

By Tim Reynolds 
AP Basketball Writer
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Oklahoma City Thunder forward Kevin Durant (35) pumps his fist as 
he heads back up the court following a three-pointer in the second 
quarter of Game 7 of an opening-round NBA basketball playoff se-
ries against the Memphis Grizzlies in Oklahoma City, Saturday, May 3, 
2014. AP PhOTO/Sue OGROCKi

Miami heat’s Chris Bosh, left, passes as Brooklyn Nets’ Kevin Garnett (2) defends in 
the first half of Game 1 in an eastern Conference semifinal basketball game, Tuesday, 
May 6, 2014, in Miami. The heat defeated the Nets 107-86. Bosh scored 15 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds. AP PhOTO/LyNNe SLADKy
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COMMUNITY

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Environmental Qual-
ity (MDEQ) is working with 
officials and residents across 
the state to assist with storm 
damage and to provide guid-
ance on the proper management 
of debris resulting from recent 
tornadoes.

There are currently two 
Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW) collection sites that will 
be provided for Lee County and 
Winston County residents be-
ginning May 7 and ending May 
10. Both sites will be open from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
“We are still assessing the 

amount and types of the debris 
and working to identify any 
other environmental issues re-
sulting from the tornadoes,” 
said Trudy Fisher, MDEQ ex-
ecutive director. 

“We deployed staff imme-
diately after the storms to the 
affected counties to help the 
local officials and the residents 
in any way we can. If residents 
or local officials have questions 
or concerns relating to debris 
clean up from storm damage or 
other resulting environmental 

issues, please contact our Solid 
Waste staff at 601-961-5171.” 

MDEQ is currently working 
with local officials to assess 
the damage to determine the 
best options for management 
of debris. Residents cleaning 
up debris from damaged struc-
tures may dispose of most of 
the structural wastes, furnish-
ings, and bulky debris at local 
rubbish sites.

MDEQ reminds residents 
that household debris should 
not be burned, should be segre-
gated by type of waste includ-
ing separating Household Haz-

ardous Waste, and disposed of 
properly at permitted disposal 
sites. 

Additionally, normal house-
hold garbage should not be 
mixed with storm debris but dis-
posed of in the normal means as 
before the storms. Information 
on emergency debris manage-
ment is available at: www.deq.
state.ms.us/solidwaste.

Collection sites:
Lee County Agri-center
5395 Highway 145
Verona, 38879
Contact: Torrey Mitchell – 

662/655-5600

Adjacent to City of Louis-
ville Street Department

503 Pontotoc Street
Louisville, 39339
Contact: Kenny Morris - 

662/803-4183
Household hazardous wastes 

include household chemical 
items, certain electronic wastes, 
and other materials in the home 
that may be harmful to pets or 
children.

Area residents can drop off 
the following types of house-
hold hazardous waste items at 
the sites including:

Household chemicals, 

bleach, and cleaners
Insecticides and herbicides
Household poisons
Pool chemicals
Used oil and gasoline
Paints, thinner, varnish and 

solvents
Thermostats, lighting bal-

lasts, capacitors and other simi-
lar items

Electronic wastes such as 
televisions, cell phones, and 
computers

Large, bulky household ap-
pliances - such as refrigerators, 
washers, dryers, stoves, dish-
washers, and hot water heaters.

Household hazardous waste collection 
to be held in Lee and Winston Counties
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Movie Review:
“Tanzania: a 
JouRney wiThin”
afRican and aMeRican TRavel To Tanzania in 
TRansfoRMaTional docuMenTaRy
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After finishing high school, 
Venance Ndibalema made the 
most of an opportunity to leave 
Tanzania to study physics and 
philosophy at the University of 
Miami. 

Now, he’s ready to visit his 
homeland for the first time in 
years, a trip likely to prove trau-
matic, given the changes both he 
and the country have undergone 
during the interim.

Accompanying him on the 
eventful return to Dar es Salaam 
is Kristen Kenney, a fellow Mi-
ami alumnus who’s never been 
to Africa. A child of privilege, 
she must brace herself for the 
culture shock involved in adjust-
ing to modest accommodations 
sans most of the modern conve-
niences she’s always taken for 
granted.

The subsequent sojourn is the 
subject of ‘Tanzania: A Journey 
Within,’ a documentary chroni-
cling Venance and Kristen’s 
emotional and physical chal-
lenges long the way. 

Directed by Sylvia Caminer, 
the picture is worth watch-
ing for the spectacular visuals 
and anthropological insights 
alone, given the off-road trek-
ker’s point-of-view it affords 
the audience of everything from 
Mount Kilimanjaro to the Seren-
geti Plains.

However, proving just as 
compelling is the badinage be-
tween Venance and Kristen, as 
well as their chats with everyone 
they encounter. He enjoys a re-
union with his BFF William, and 
searches for a sibling he hasn’t 
seen in over a decade.

Meanwhile, Kristen experi-
ences a sense of exhilaration at 

exploring new places and at be-
ing so close to nature, at least 
until she becomes deathly-ill 
during a bout with Malaria. 

Nevertheless, she has to admit 
that she’d grown up in the lap of 
luxury, so spoiled, in fact that 
she never even had to cook her 
own food. 

By contrast, Venance reflects 
upon the harshness of forma-
tive years spent fatherless in ab-
ject poverty exacerbated by his 
HIV+ mother’s being shunned 
by her neighbors until the day 
she finally lost her battle with 
AIDS. 

Lessons? “We learn through 
hardship,” Venance said. “If 
there were no fathers on the 
planet, I would never have 
known I needed a father to be a 
man.” 

As for Kristen, she finds it 
hard to leave Africa, “because 

you get so close to the people 
so fast.” She also came away 
appreciating that “they don’t 
care about status. They just 
care about you.” 

“I was soulless before this 
trip,” the grateful debutante 
conceded. “This is the real 
world I was searching for”: 
Africa from the perspectives 
of a ‘native son’ returning to 
his roots and of a blue-eyed 
sister transformed by an un-
expected catalyst for spiri-
tual growth.  

Rated Excellent (4 stars) 
Viewing Recommend: un-

rated 
Running time: 103 min-

utes
Distributor: Heretic Films
To see a trailer for Tanza-

nia: A Journey Within, visit  
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZRjlvCLFR_w

By Kam Williams
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Defunct football league
2. Formal “you”
3. Air (prefix)
4. That man
5. Spots
6. Coffee shop order
7. Having wings
8. Religious ceremony
10. Brand of crunchy stick candy
16. Revile
18. Ouch!
19. Education (abbr.)
20. Musical production
21. Mythological nymph
22. Compass point
24. Meager
25. Little Mermaid’s love
26. Seven days
28. Seed bread
30. Egg layer

ACROSS 
1. Mormon State
5. Jewish calendar month
9. Arab chief
11. Restaurant
12. Italian physicist
13. Leave now!
14. MGM’s Lion
15. Terabyte
17. Snacked
18. Painter Georgia ___
20. Forward
22. Hotel
23. Teacher’s assistant, for short
24. Kitten’s cry
27. Net strung across a stream
29. Not here
31. Hee-haw
32. Spooky
33. Walk through water
34. What a tie hangs on

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Richard Simmons

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

It's a day full of luck and charm and
possibly a surprise or two!

This week you are likely to be extravagant
with your money.

Material benefits are likely at this time, but
beware of being overly pampered.

Emotional well-being and contentment
characterize this weekend.

You may feel quite relaxed and carefree all
this week.

At this time, any effort to get ahead and
advance your interests are likely to be
met with resistance!

This week you may seem overly eager,
pushy or too biased for your own good.

This week be extra careful not to alienate
the people who could help you the most!

Try to do as much as you can on your
own today, without trying to force others
to agree with you.

Emotions and feelings are stirred, adding
new zest to your relationship.

Be careful not to draw too much attention
from your boss this week.

A general improvement of your financial
status is indicated this week.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
GeT youR cuRRenT news online aT:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

First Look: ‘The Haves and the 
Have Nots’ returns on May 27

Paramount sets release 
date for ‘Beverly Hills Cop 4’

Dr. Dre buys Tom 
Brady’s L.A. mansion

Tyra Banks mad over Victoria’s 
Secret fashion show snub?

Grey’s Anatomy’s Chandra 
Wilson, James Pickens Jr. 
set for 2 more years

OWN just released a first 
look at the new season of “The 
Haves and the Have Nots,” 
premiering Tuesday, May 27 
at 9 p.m. 

The Tyler Perry drama left 
off with the abduction of Jim 
Cryer’s (John Schneider) mis-
tress, Candace (Tika Sumpter), 
who is jeopardizing his cam-
paign for governor with her 
manipulative games.

Meanwhile, Jim’s son Wyatt 
(Aaron O’Connell) is finally 
arrested for a hit and run that 

caused the death of a young 
girl. Additionally, Benny (Ty-
ler Lepley), who remains in a 
coma, is secretly moved into 
a private hospital by Katheryn 
(Renee Lawless), who is also 
working to get his mother Han-
na (Crystal Fox) out of jail.

Lastly, the Cryers’ daugh-
ter Amanda (Jaclyn Betham) 
moves closer to insanity, after 
stalking and stabbing her abu-
sive professor.

The new season will dive 
deeper into the drama to ex-
plore Candace’s fate, if Wyatt 

will be convicted of his crimes 
and whether or not Benny will 
ever wake up from his coma. 

Additionally, the series will 
continue to follow Amanda’s 
mental downward spiral and 
Jim’s campaign for governor 
despite his family’s turmoil.

“The Haves and the Have 
Nots” hit network high ratings 
with its March 11 spring finale, 
garnering 3.6 million viewers. 

OWN has ordered 20 addi-
tional episodes for a total of 56 
through 2015.

Paramount has set a 
March 25, 2016, release 
date for the fourth install-
ment of “Beverly Hills 
Cop,” with Eddie Murphy 
set to reprise his role as 
detective Axel Foley.

Jerry Bruckheimer is 
back as producer, and 
Brett Ratner will be di-
recting the pic, which will 
see Foley returning to his 
Detroit roots. Josh Appel-
baum and Andre Nemec, 
the scribes behind “Teen-

age Mutant Ninja Turtles” 
and “Mission: Impossible 
- Ghost Protocol,” are 
writing that script, reports 
Deadline.com.

Early last year, CBS or-
dered a pilot from Shawn 
Ryan and Murphy that was 
to follow the adventures 
of Foley’s cop son, with 
Barry Sonnenfeld direct-
ing and Murphy set to ap-
pear in the pilot and possi-
bly recur. But the network 
passed on the project at 
the eleventh hour.

Dr. Dre is reportedly 
anxious to purchase Tom 
Brady’s mega-mansion 
in Los Angeles, and put 
an offer to buy the house 
almost immediately after 
it hit the market back in 
March, reports TMZ.

Tom and wifey Gisele 
Bundchen listed the 
18,700 sq. ft. Brentwood 
estate they custom built 
from the ground up for 
$50 million after barely 
spending any time living 
on the property, according 
to the website.

“Multiple interested 
parties ready to put offers 
on the house,” a source 
told TMZ, but Dre was 

first to submit a sol-
id offer, which Tom 
and Gisele accepted. 
Sources say the deal 
has not yet closed - 
but it’s close.

Tom and Gisele 
were offering the 
house fully furnished, 
including items col-
lected from vari-
ous trips around the 
world. But sources 
say Dre will fill the 
house with his own 
furniture.

Dre was recently 
listed in Forbes rich-
est hip hop stars with 
an approximate net 
worth of $550 mil-
lion.

Tyra Banks is report-
edly furious that she was 
rejected for the recent 
Victoria’s Secret TV fash-
ion special.

RadarOnline.com is re-
porting that the former 
supermodel, 40, “was 
dying to appear on the 
runways as a surprise in 
CBS’ most recent Victo-
ria Secret Fashion Show” 
last December, “but was 
rejected by the brand and 
the network, despite her 
long affiliation with the 
company. She’s outraged 
and is threatening to never 
to work with Victoria’s 

Secret again.”
Banks, who was one 

of the brand’s original 
“Angels,” was basically 
told that she was too old 
to make the cut, a source 
revealed: “Tyra’s feelings 
were hurt because the ex-
cuse she was given is that 
the audience likes to see 
the newest models, not the 
‘veterans,’ on the runway 
during the VS TV show.”

“Tyra doesn’t want to 
make a public spectacle 
out of the snub, because it 
would make all the parties 
involved look bad,” the 
source said. “But she isn’t 
happy.”

Sandra Oh will be the only 
“Grey’s Anatomy” original 
cast member with an expiring 
contract to leave at season’s 
end.

All others have now signed 
new deals to continue on the 
veteran medical drama, re-
ports Deadline.com. Sara 
Ramirez, James Pickens Jr., 
Chandra Wilson and Justin 
Chambers who have renewed 
their contracts with Grey’s 
producer ABC Studios for 
two more years, joining leads 
Patrick Dempsey and El-
len Pompeo who signed new 
pacts in January.

With everyone on board, an 
11th season renewal for the 
series from Shonda Rhimes is 
expected to follow.

Murphy

Dr. Dre

Candace in abduction scene

Banks

Wilson and Pickens

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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May 7 - 13, 2014

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$849

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$219

FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$119
FROZEN

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$1799

SAVE  ON

FRYER
DRUMMETTES

PER  LB.

$219

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS  
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$329

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK  PER  LB.

$369

FRESH

WESTERN  STYLE
PORK  RIBS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$279

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.

$329

PACKED  IN  OIL  OR  WATER

STAR  KIST
TUNA

5  OZ.

89¢

SAVE  ON

COKE PRODUCTS
6  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

5/$10
ROUND  TOP

SUNBEAM
BREAD

LOAF

2/$3

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CANNED

BISCUITS
4  PACK  10  CT. ............................. 

2/$3
SAVE  ON

JELLO
GELATIN / PUDDING  4  PACK ................

3/$5
ASSORTED  CROWLEY

YOGURT
6  OZ. ........................................ 

2/$1
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ORANGE

JUICE
64  OZ.  .................................... 

2/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
16  OZ. ...................................... 

4/$5
MRS.  SMITH'S  FRUIT

COBBLERS
32  OZ. ......................................

$299

COLE'S  GARLIC

BREAD,  
BREAD  STICKS,
TEXAS  TOAST,
CHEESESTICKS
10.5 - 16  OZ. .............................. 

2/$4
ASSORTED 

HOT  POCKETS
9  OZ. ....................................... 

2/$4
ASSORTED

TONY'S  PIZZAS 
14.14 - 15.76  OZ. .............................

3/$7

piggly wiggly

CHILEAN  SWEET  RED

GRAPES
PER  LB. 

$177

FRESH  EXPRESS  OLD  FASHIONED  OR  3  COLOR

COLE  SLAW
16  OZ.

89¢
LARGE  RIPE

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

99¢

SWEET

VIDALIA  ONIONS
PER  LB.

99¢

FRESH

RUSSET  POTATOES
8  LB.

$299

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


