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Tougaloo College held its 
commencement ceremony May 
1 and the institution’s motto – 
“Where History Meets the Fu-
ture” – rang true throughout the 
day.

“The best way to predict the 
future is to create it … Eleanor 
Roosevelt once said the future 
belongs to those who believe in 
the beauty of 
their dreams. 
Our past has 
h a p p e n e d , 
learn from 
it,” said Way-
nesha E. Blaylock, 2016 class 
valedictorian, as she addressed 
her fellow graduates. The key-
note commencement speaker 
was Andrew Lack, chairman of 
NBC News and MSNBC.

Tougaloo, established in 1869 
by the American Missionary 
Association of New York, was 
commissioned to educate freed-
men and their children who were 
recently freed slaves.

In 1871, the Mississippi Leg-
islature granted the institution a 

formal charter under the name 
Tougaloo University. It remained 
predominantly a teacher training 

school until 1892. Then in 1916, 
the name changed officially to 
Tougaloo College.

A campus entrenched in his-
tory has reminders in every di-
rection that quietly speak to the 

Tougaloo College 2016 Class Valedictorian, Waynesha E. Blaylock, addresses her fellow graduates. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Commencement speaker Andrew Lack, chairman of NBC 
News and MSNBC, receives honorary doctorate

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Contributing Writer
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INDIANAPOLIS – His rivals 
out of the way, Donald Trump 
has become the Republican 
Party’s presumptive presidential 
nominee.

Ohio Gov. John Kasich will 
announce the end of his un-
derdog White House bid on 
Wednesday, according to three 
campaign officials who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity be-
cause they were not authorized 
to discuss the candidate’s plans. 
The decision comes a day after 
Trump’s only other rival, Ted 
Cruz, left the 2016 contest.

With no GOP opponents left, 
Trump has an open path to rep-
resent the party in the November 
general election – presumably 
against Democratic front-runner 
Hillary Clinton.

Clinton, in her first remarks 
since Trump’s new status was 
crystalized, said she was more 
than prepared to handle the kind 
of deeply personal attacks that 
helped defeat Trump’s Republi-
can rivals.

“To me, this is the classic case 
of a blustering, bullying guy,” 

When you say 
you’re a single 
mother, you’ve 
said a mouthful.

Raising kids 
alone was never 

God’s plan, yet many – about 
10 million women in the United 
States — are doing just that.

I am one of them.

As Mother’s Day approaches, 
I dare not use this space to have 
a pity party. Instead, I must 
share the triumphs, blessings, 
fulfillment, accomplishments 
and contentment I have experi-
enced in spite of being the head 
of my household.

For example, this Friday will 
mark a huge milestone in my 

life. I will receive my master’s 
degree in mass communications 
from Mississippi College. Trust 
me when I say, they don’t just 
give those degrees away.

My brain has been stretched. 
I have logged many hours re-
searching, writing papers, doing 
assignments, etc. With my near-
est family more than two hours 

Hundreds of supporters of 
lesbian, gay bisexual and trans-
gender rights protested Sunday 
against a new Mississippi law 
they call discriminatory, saying 
they’re not giving up their fight.

The law, which takes effect 
July 1, is to allow religious 
groups and some private busi-
nesses to deny services to same-

sex couples and 
t r a n s g e n d e r 
people.

More than 
300 people 
marched from 

the state Capitol 
to the governor’s mansion in 
Jackson, the capital city, bid-
ding to keep up pressure on 
Gov. Phil Bryant and other Mis-
sissippi leaders who support the 

law.
“We need to show him loud 

and clear we’re not going 
away,” Chad Griffin, president 
of the Human Rights Campaign, 
told the crowd gathered outside 
the white columned-mansion.

The only signs of activity in-
side the mansion’s wrought iron 
fence were a few State Capitol 
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District of Columbia Con-
gresswoman Eleanor Holmes 
Norton recently fired off a let-
ter to the Comptroller General 
of the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office demand-
ing a new report detailing fed-
eral advertising contracts and 

subcontracts with minority-
owned newspapers and media 
companies.

The Democrat’s missive to 
the GAO comes a little more 
than a month after she held a 
press conference on Capitol 
Hill with leaders from the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers 
Association, an organization 

made up of more than 200 
black-owned newspapers, and 
the National Association of 
Hispanic Publications, a trade 
group that represents the larg-
est Spanish language publica-
tions in the country.

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA News Wire Contributor

Congresswoman calls for probe of government advertising

Receiving master’s degree just 
in time for Mother’s Day

LGBT rights advocates protest 
at Capitol about new state law
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At a press conference on Capitol Hill earlier 
this year Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes 
Norton called on the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office to update its 2007 report 
on government spending with minority me-
dia publications. She was joined by leaders 
of the National Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation and National Association of Hispanic 
Publications. FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA
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Mothers play an essential role in protecting their chil-
dren from the impact of tobacco. Tobacco use and sec-
ondhand smoke exposure are a leading cause of death 
among women. According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, more than 86,000 kids have al-
ready lost their mom to smoking. If you are a mom who 
uses tobacco and wants to stop, this Mother’s Day can 
be a great opportunity to start your journey to quitting 
tobacco.

“Tobacco use among women is a serious problem. 
According to the CDC, more than 200,000 women 
will die every year from a smoking-related disease. In 
Mississippi, approximately 5,400 Mississippi deaths a 
year are related to smoking,” said Amy Winter, director 
of the Office of Tobacco Control with the Mississippi 
State Department of Health.

Mothers who smoke can celebrate Mother’s Day by 
quitting, and all moms, whether or not they smoke, can 
celebrate by helping to protect their kids from the dan-
gers of smoking and secondhand smoke.

For children, the health risks from secondhand smoke 
are even greater than for adults. Children breathe faster 
for their size, so they are twice as likely to be affected 

by exposure to secondhand smoke. Mothers who pro-
tect their children from secondhand smoke reduce their 
risk of ear infections, respiratory infections, severe 
asthma attacks and other health problems.

“The facts are clear: smoking kills,” said C. Rochelle 
Culp, project director of the Mississippi Tobacco-Free 
Coalition of Madison, Yazoo and Holmes counties. 
“But there are opportunities for Mississippi’s tobacco 
users to win the war against their addictions. People 
who get help are twice as likely to quit for good. With 
all of the resources available today to help, there has 
never been a better time to quit smoking,” said Culp. 
“Make this Mother’s Day the day you quit.”

For more information and free help, visit the Mis-
sissippi Tobacco Quitline at www.quitlinems.com or 
call 1-800-QUITNOW or 1-800-784-8669. Also follow 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/QuitlineMS  or 
Twitter at www.twitter.com/QuitlineMS.

Be Mom enough to quit smoking
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Shirley Harrington has an-
nounced her candidacy for 
the position of Mississippi 
Democratic National Com-
mittee National Committee-
woman.

Harrington said, “My re-
turn to Jackson since retiring 
last year means I have the 
time and resources to help 
our Mississippi Democratic 
Party. I ask the Mississippi 
Democratic Party delegates 
to elect Shirley Harrington 
as your next National Com-
mitteewoman. I am ready to 
work with each Congressio-
nal District, attend scheduled 
meetings, and consistently 
report back to Mississippi 
Democrats on issues and 
plans of the DNC.”

Harrington is a resident of 
Jackson and a Hillary Clinton 
pledged delegate to the Mis-
sissippi Democratic Party 
Convention, scheduled for 
May 21. She has DNC in-
volvement that spans four 
decades.

In the 1980s she served 
on the Hinds County Demo-
cratic Executive Commit-
tee to winning Democratic 
Party Primary for Jackson 
City Commissioner; In the 
1990s, she was elected as 
one of the seven Presiden-
tial Electors for Mississippi 
and selected to serve on the 
National Democratic Rules 
Committee and as a Clinton 
appointee, she volunteered 
regularly at the DNC includ-
ing surrogate speaker to vari-
ous National events.

In the 2000s, Harrington 

worked on the presidential 
campaign of Al Gore doing 
GOTV in Florida and sup-
ported the Obama Adminis-
tration.

For the past six years, Har-
rington has worked in a man-
agement position at USDA 
that has allowed her to devel-
op relationships in many di-
verse advocacy organizations 
across this nation. She has 
a history of inclusion work 
based on her commitment to 
human rights equity and is 
involved in social justice for 
the least, left out, and those 
in need based on our respon-
sibilities to level the playing 
field for all. 

Harrington, as your DNC 
National Committeewoman, 
will be committed to help 
strengthen the Mississippi 
Democratic Party and is pre-
pared to speak on critical is-
sues facing the citizens of our 
state. She has extensive work 
experience with more than 
30 years in the Executive 
Branch of the U. S. Govern-
ment, which include: Confer-
ence Coordination Manager 
in USDA Secretary’s Office 

of Communication (2009-
2015); Outreach Specialist 
in the Office of Civil Rights 
(2005-2008); Director of the 
African American Advisory 
Council to the Secretary of 
USDA (2001-2004); and a 
Clinton administration ap-
pointee for both terms (1993-
2000), while serving at De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
with a special assignment on 
Vice President Gore’s Rein-
venting Government Task-
force. Harrington is a past 
union president of American 
Federation of Government 
Employees (AFGE) Local 
3599 (covering eight states), 
and an AFGE National Coun-
cil past National Secretary-
Treasurer #216 responsible 
for financial accountability 
of all locals nationwide. 

“I want to personally thank 
those who have encouraged 
me to seek the position of 
Mississippi DNC National 
Committeewoman. Special 
thanks to Congressional 
District 1 for their endorse-
ment, the great support in our 
District 2 convention with 
pledged votes and the warm 
reception I received while 
attending the District 3 Con-
vention.

“I look forward to getting 
to know our fellow Demo-
crats in District 4, as I travel 
our state. Be assured, you will 
see and hear from Shirley 
Harrington. I look forward to 
seeing you at the JJ Dinner 
on May 20, and remember 
vote for Shirley Harrington 
on May 21, at our Democrat-
ic State Convention.” 

Harrington seeks DNC post
Special to The Mississippi Link

Mississippi Link Newswire

New Stage Theatre presented an 
in-school performance of Andro-
cles and the Lion at Utica Elemen-
tary School in Utica April 29, as 
part of the New Stage Theatre Arts-
in-Education statewide touring pro-
gram. Androcles and the Lion was 
presented for 162 K to 2nd grades at 
8:30 a.m. This tour was sponsored 
by Entergy.

Androcles and the Lion, adapted 
by Kathryn Walat from Aesop’s 
fable, features an unlikely trio of 
friends of a singing mouse, an es-
caped slave, and a hungry lion 
whose bond is put to the test in 
this enchanting and heartwarming 

50-minute play. Androcles, an es-
caped slave from the city, makes his 
way into the jungle where he finds 
the Lion with a thorn in his paw. 
Risking capture, Androcles decides 
to help the Lion and the two be-
come fast friends. But when the evil 
Emperor imprisons the two com-
panions, it’s the tiny Mouse who 
reminds them all that friendships 
aren’t easily broken.

The performance was followed 
by an open discussion between the 
acting company and the students.  
The discussion explored the litera-
ture, the themes of the play, and the 
experience of acting.

Directed by Chris Roebuck, Edu-

cation Director at New Stage, An-
drocles and the Lion was performed 
by New Stage’s Professional Acting 
Company members Chris Ambrose, 
Matthew Denton, Allison Heinz, 
and Briana Thomas.

New Stage Theatre is a profes-
sional not-for-profit theatre.  New 
Stage Theatre’s Arts-in-Education 
tours are supported, in part, by En-
tergy, the Chisholm Foundation, 
and the Mississippi Arts Commis-
sion.

For further information call Edu-
cation Director Chris Roebuck at 
(601) 948-3533 ext. 232 or Educa-
tion Consultant Betty Wong at (601) 
278-4669.

New Stage Theatre presented 
performance at Utica Elementary
Mississippi Link Newswire
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away, it was my older daughters 
who held down their youngest 
sister when I couldn’t be inter-
rupted while responding to es-
say questions or writing a paper. 
They were the ones who offered 
encouragement along the way of 
“Mama, you got this!”

And yes, they were even the 
ones who used my own words 
against me at times. Once, 
my eldest daughter who is 17, 
walked into the living room as 
I sat on the couch watching TV 
with my laptop, notes and text-
book at my side. She said, “Do 
I need to turn that TV off?” I 
don’t know how many times I 
have directed those same words 
to her.

One of the beauties of being 
a mother is that your kids serve 
as your inspiration to do better 
and be a better person. While 
seeking an advanced degree will 
open more doors for me pro-
fessionally, my real reason for 
seeking this masters was so I 
could provide more for my girls.

This concept has repeated it-
self in my family. I was in the 

fifth grade when my own moth-
er went back to school – Mis-
sissippi State’s College of Vet-
erinary Medicine – to become a 
veterinarian. The things she en-
dured are almost indescribable. 
Talk about doing what you don’t 
want to do now, so that you can 
live the life you want later – she 
lived that daily.

For the most part, my siblings 
and I only saw her on week-
ends while she was in medical 
school. And those surprise vis-
its from her were priceless. She 
wanted to give up at times, but 
she loved to tell us how she kept 
our baby photos on her coffee 
table while studying. She would 
remind herself that her kids 
thought she could do anything 
in the world. I was 15 when she 
graduated and was probably the 
proudest teen in the building.

Today, my daughters are 
equally excited about my gradu-
ation. They want to throw me a 
huge party with all of our fam-
ily in attendance and cook me a 
lemon pound cake – per my re-
quest. We’ll see how all of that 

pans out. 
Truth is I don’t need a party. I 

just need my daughters to know 
that I love them and that they are 
worth every late night I stayed 
up studying, every research pa-
per I wrote, every video assign-
ment I submitted and every pen-
ny I paid to achieve this degree.

When they face challenges in 
life in the years to come, I trust 
they’ll recall how I didn’t give 
up, how I pressed forward dur-
ing some dark times and stayed 
prayed up. 

Psalm 21:13-14 pretty much 
sums up this journey in my 
life. The scripture states, “I had 
fainted, unless I had believed to 
see the goodness of the Lord in 
the land of the living. Wait on 
the Lord: be of good courage, 
and he shall strengthen thine 
heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.”

To every woman entrusted 
with the care of a child whether 
you gave birth to that child or 
not, Happy Mother’s Day.

Shanderia K. Posey can be 
reached at sposey@mississip-
pilink.com.

past. The oldest structure, The 
Manison, was constructed in 
1860 and was home of John W. 
Boddie, a wealthy cotton plant-
er. Woodworth Chapel was built 
by students in 1901, and the col-
lege holds The Civil Rights Li-
brary and Archives as well as the 
Medgar Wiley Evers Museum, 
which is the former home of the 
Evers family. 

During the ceremony, Tou-
galoo President Beverly Hogan 
announced that 50 percent of 
Tougaloo’s graduates were hon-
ors students; 120 have been ac-
cepted to graduate schools, and 
students logged 10,000 hours of 
community service.

Two meritorious leadership 
awards were presented during 
the ceremony to two alumni 
of Tougaloo. Mavis Parkman 
James, a 1971 economics and 
math major, who furthered her 
studies at Fordham University 
in New York, was honored.

Also honored was Marion 
McNeal Tresvant, of the class 
of 1978 and a biology major, 
who furthered her studies at the 
University of Houston. She is 
the chief executive director of 
Perry Lee Home Health Care 
Services, Inc. 

Showing her support for her 
alma mater, Hogan announced 
that Tresvant made a $1 million 
donation to the college.

Tresvant expressed her appre-
ciation while giving a shout out 
to her son who was graduating 
from Tougaloo, Jamal Marcus 
Tresvant, a business administra-
tion and accounting major.

Lack, who received an hon-
orary doctorate from Tougaloo,  
congratulated the class of 2016 
along with all of their “long suf-
fering relatives who supported 
them.”

Lack used Tougaloo’s theme 
as he iterated the weekly layout 
of where students go to on cam-
pus to be entertained as well as 
where they give their service, 
recently sending 120,000 bottles 
of water to Flint, Mich., to help 
those residents and its mayor, 
Karen Weaver, who is also a 
Tougaloo graduate.

“I feel Mississippi in my 

bones, swayed by the music 
that is honest and sexy, where 
the nights are pitch black. As I 
understand the history of Mis-
sissippi, I’ve become more in-
vested in its future,” Lack said. 
“What you do as you leave here 
really matters. You now repre-
sent Tougaloo and what you do 
in the world will reflect on this 
fine institution and on the state.”

He said when he tells people 
he’s gone down to Mississippi, 
they reflect on the “few bad ar-
ticles, but that’s not the whole 
story.” He noted that Mississippi 
has 176 physicians for every 
100,000, the lowest in the coun-
try but the state also produces 40 
percent of the African-American 
doctors nationwide.

“Hope is found with you at 
Tougaloo,” Lack continued. 
“You entered college in the last 
term of the first African-Amer-
ican president of the United 
States. Times have changed, but 
what hasn’t changed is the anger 
in American brought on by in-
justice. Now in the 21st century, 
your charge is to make the world 
and Mississippi a stronger and 
healthier place.”

Lack described his first as-
signment as a war correspondent 
cameraman with 60 Minutes 
during the Vietnam War. He said 
he wished he had come to Mis-
sissippi earlier, during Freedom 
Summer.

He concluded, “Always push 
the world respectfully and re-
lentlessly and the world can 
become yours. Opportunity is 
what you make it. Think of the 
Tougaloo Nine and how they 
kept pushing. Think of your 
parents, grandparents and great 
grandparents – how they perse-
vered and did that for you.

“As a student at a private col-
lege circled by trees with old 
Spanish moss, you found refuge 
here at Tougaloo. There is just 
as much hope out there and just 
as much need for you. May God 
continue to smile on Tougaloo.”

An honorary doctorate was 
also bestowed on Norman C. 
Francis, named one of the 100 
most effective college and uni-
versity leaders and longest-sit-

ting university president in the 
U.S. since 1968 at Xavier Uni-
versity of Louisiana.

Francis said he first came to 
Tougaloo during the year Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy was assas-
sinated with the goal to recruit 
more minorities into service in 
the federal government. 

“To the graduates, if there 
ever were a time that we needed 
you, it is now. You are joining a 
very select number of graduates 
from iconic Tougaloo College. I 
offer my humblest advice to you 
as the future of this country … 
that you adhere to its constitu-
tion,” Francis said.

Also presented with an honor-
ary doctorate was Robert Con-
rad Khayat, a graduate of the 
University of Mississippi and 
Yale University, who served as 
chancellor of the University of 
Mississippi School of Law from 
1995 – 2009, increasing its en-
rollment by 43 percent.

Recognition also was given to 
Tougaloo’s class of 1966, which 
marked its 50th reunion, and the 
class of 1991, which marked its 
25th reunion. Alumni from both 
classes were present.

A day after Tougaloo’s gradu-
ation, Lack headlined a launch-
ing party for Mississippi Today. 
He described the new venture 
as “focusing on state and lo-
cal government, education and 
poverty, with an appeal to mil-
lennials who prefer using digital 
devices.”

He said Mississippi was cho-
sen for this new venture because 
of its “innovative approach to 
news coverage.” The group 
launching Mississippi Today in-
cludes Donna and Jim Barksdale.

Just as he said in his address 
at Tougaloo, Lack said he loves 
Mississippi.

“I’m a grandson of Missis-
sippi. Mississippi gave me all 
the opportunities I had in jour-
nalism that my grandfather, who 
was born and raised here gave 
to my mom, who was his only 
child and passed on to me.

Access to the new digital site 
is free. It is nonpartisan, non-
profit and will work with jour-
nalism students in the state.”

Law
Continued from page 1
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Clinton told CNN.
Trump even went after Ka-

sich’s eating style as “disgust-
ing” in recent weeks among 
other pointed attacks against the 
second-term governor. Kasich, 
largely an afterthought for much 

of the campaign though armed 
with an extensive political re-
sume, struggled to connect with 
Republican primary voters in a 
year dominated by anti-estab-
lishment frustration.

Early Wednesday, Trump sig-

naled a new phase of his outsider 
campaign that includes a search 
for a running mate with experi-
ence governing and outreach to 
one-time competitors in an ef-
fort to heal the fractured Repub-
lican Party.

police officers walking around.
Bryant and other supporters 

have said the law reinforces the 
First Amendment guarantee of 
freedom of religion. They also 
said Mississippi needed to take 
action after the Supreme Court 
legalized gay marriage.

The law would allow a church 
group to decline services includ-
ing housing or adoption to gay 
couples. Private businesses could 
refuse marriage-related services 

such as room rentals, cakes, pho-
tography or flowers. Any em-
ployer or school could refuse to 
allow a transgender person to use 
the bathroom of their choice.

Speakers at Sunday’s rally in-
cluded the leader of the Missis-
sippi chapter of the NAACP, an 
executive with the state chapter 
of the American Civil Liberties 
Union, and an Episcopal priest 
who was a plaintiff in a success-
ful lawsuit to abolish Missis-

sippi’s ban on same-sex couples 
adopting children.

Many of the speakers likened 
the struggle against the law to the 
fight against 1960s era segrega-
tion of African Americans.

“I don’t like the repeat of this 
movie, when a Mississippi gover-
nor decides they want to make a 
name for themselves by attacking 
the dignity of an entire group of 
people,” said Ben Jealous, former 
national president of the NAACP.

Trump
Continued from page 1

At the press conference, Nor-
ton called on the GAO to perform 
a new study and update a 2007 
report that revealed government 
agencies spent $4.3 billion in 
advertising, but just a pittance of 
that amount was spent with mi-
nority media publications.

She reiterated that call April 28.
“The federal government is the 

largest advertiser in the United 
States, and it is important that 
news outlets and media com-
panies owned or published by 
people of color with a primary 
mission to serve communities of 
color have the same opportuni-
ties as other media outlets – espe-
cially as African Americans and 
Hispanic Americans continue to 
grow in number in our country,” 
Norton said.

The congresswoman also se-
cured the support of a number of 
others in the House of Represen-
tatives.

Congressional Black Caucus 
Chairman G.K. Butterfield, Cali-
fornia Rep. Karen Bass, New 
York Rep. Yvette Clarke, Ohio 
Rep. Marcia Fudge, Michigan 
Rep. John Conyers, Georgia Rep. 
John Lewis, and California Rep. 
Maxine Waters – all Democrats 
– were among those who signed 
Norton’s letter.

“We believe that this request 
is particularly timely because 
GAO will be conducting an audit 
of spending by federal agencies 
on public relations and advertis-
ing,” Norton said. “We ask (the 

GAO) to take this opportunity 
to look into how much is spent 
with newspapers and other me-
dia companies that are owned by 
people of color and whose audi-
ences are largely African-Ameri-
can or Hispanic.”

In 2007, GAO looked into 
spending on advertising contracts 
with minority-owned businesses 
by five agencies – the Depart-
ment of Defense, Department of 
the Treasury, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, the 
Department of the Interior, and 
the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration and found 
that just 5 percent of the $4.3 
billion available for advertising 
campaigns went to minority-
owned businesses. 

Norton wants an update from 
the GAO and more accountabil-
ity. Her actions were met with 
enthusiasm by those in the black 
and Hispanic press.

“Having a constructive rela-
tionship with members of Con-
gress is critically important and 
the NNPA’s relationship with 
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes 
Norton and Congressional Black 
Caucus Chair G.K. Butterfield 
has produced a significant step 
forward in getting federal agen-
cies to do more advertising with 
African-American-owned and 
Hispanic-owned newspapers and 
media companies,” said Ben-
jamin Chavis, a longtime civil 
rights activist and president and 
CEO of the NNPA.

“This is not about charity, it’s 
about equity, in particular what 
federal agencies spend is at 
stake,” Chavis said. “Hopefully, 
in the remaining months of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s administra-
tion, there will be an expedited 
effort to correct what appears to 
be a gross inequity.”

NAHP Vice President Martha 
Montoya has said that black and 
Hispanic newspapers should stay 
on top of the issue, demanding 
both accountability and constant 
feedback.

“Then-Sen. John Kerry had a 
meeting in 2006 and requested a 
report. We should have demanded 
the report every year. It should be 
standard compliance because it’s 
data everybody needs,” Montoya 
said.

The NNPA and NAHP have 
a combined reach of 43 million 
readers each week across the 
United States.

“With close to 97 million Afri-
can Americans and Hispanics in 
the U.S. today – representing 33 
percent of the total population – 
this consumer segment demands 
attention,” Montoya said. “The 
buying power of the African-
American and Hispanic commu-
nities, currently at more than $2.3 
trillion combined, continues to 
outpace the national average.”

GAO Spokesman Charles 
Young said the office remains 
in contact with Norton and will 
work with her and others going 
forward.
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Tougaloo College President Beverly Hogan and Asoka Srinivasan, 
interim provost and vice president for Academic Affairs, listen 
during services. PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Andrew Lack, chairman of NBC 
News and MSNBC, gave the 
commencement address. 
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You don’t need superpowers to be a 
hero when it comes to stroke, you just 
need to pay attention to the risk factors 
and know the warning signs. 

“Stroke is largely preventable and 
treatable,” said Wendy Barrilleaux, 
director of Stroke Services, St. Domi-
nic Comprehensive Stroke Center and 
American Heart Association/American 
Stroke Association spokesperson. “The 
best way to beat a stroke is to never 
have one – about 80 percent of strokes 
are preventable. The second best way to 
beat a stroke is to identify one immedi-
ately when it occurs and call 911.”

For American Stroke Month this 
May, the American Stroke Associa-
tion’s Together to End Stroke initiative, 
nationally sponsored by Medtronic, of-
fers five things everyone should know 
to be a Stroke Hero.

• Anyone Can Have a Stroke (even 
superheroes)

Some stroke patients don’t “look the 
part” and they may not have a tradi-
tional stroke risk factor like high blood 
pressure. Stroke is more common in 
older people, but young adults, teens, 
children and even babies can be victims.

• High Blood Pressure is Public En-
emy No. 1 for Stroke

About 80 million Americans have 
high blood pressure, yet about half with 
the condition do not have it under con-
trol. Three out of four people who have 
a first stroke report blood pressure high-
er than 140/90 mm Hg, making blood 
pressure the most important control-
lable risk factor for stroke.

• Stroke Targets by Color
While stroke is a leading cause of 

death for all Americans, African Ameri-
cans are at an increased risk. Blacks are 
nearly twice as likely to have a stroke 
compared to whites, and more likely to 
have it at a younger age. 

• Stroke is Largely Treatable
Clot-busting drugs and medical de-

vices like stent retrievers have made 
stroke largely treatable, but most pa-
tients need to get to an appropriate hos-
pital to be evaluated and treated within 
three to four-and-a-half hours of the 
first symptom. With nearly 2 million 
brain cells dying every minute during a 
stroke, there’s no time to phone a friend 
or take a nap. Calling 911 is the best call 
for stroke.

• Friends Usually Save Friends from 

Stroke
You’ve heard the saying “fast 

friends.” If you’re having a stroke, that’s 
exactly who you need nearby. Two out 
of three times, it’s a bystander making 
the decision to call 911 or seek treat-
ment on behalf of someone suffering a 
stroke. To remember the most common 
stroke warning signs and what action to 
take, learn the acronym F.A.S.T. If you 
see F-Face drooping, A-Arm weakness 
or S-Speech difficulty, it’s T-Time to 
call 911.

The American Stroke Association, a 
division of the American Heart Associ-
ation, launched Together to End Stroke 
with inaugural sponsor Covidien, now 
Medtronic, in 2013 to elevate the mes-
sage that stroke is largely preventable, 
treatable and beatable. 

“Like the American Heart Associa-
tion and American Stroke Association, 
Medtronic is committed to improv-
ing the lives of stroke patients,” said 
Brett Wall, president, Brain Therapies, 
Medtronic. 

For more information about stroke 
and to learn how to be a Stroke Hero for 
American Stroke Month, visit StrokeAs-
sociation.org. 

For children in foster care, transition 
is a constant thing. To help children 
transfer and transition from one location 
to another, the Jackson (MS) Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc. and the Mississippi Children’s 
Museum, are partnering to provide suit-
cases for foster care children.

The public is invited to bring their 
new or gently used suitcases to the Mis-
sissippi Children’s Museum from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. May 7. The Mississippi 
Children’s Museum is located at 2145 
Museum Blvd. in Jackson.

With the idea of children helping chil-
dren, the first 100 youngsters who do-
nate a suitcase, tote bag or carrying case 
will receive free admission to the Chil-
dren’s Museum that day. The goal of 
the project is to help maintain the self-
esteem and self-worth of the children by 
providing them with a personal space in 
which to store their items.

“The Caring Cases Suitcase Drive is a 
heartfelt initiative for the Jackson (MS) 

Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. Our goal is to serve the 
community by providing suitcases to 
children who have been displaced by be-
ing removed from their biological fami-
lies. Most of these children move more 
than once and usually they don’t have 
suitcases for their belongings, but trash 
bags,” said Yolanda Walker, the chap-
ter’s Social Action Committee chair.

“Moving away from what is known 
to be home can be a very traumatic and 
confusing event for children. We can’t 
reverse family circumstances but we 
can provide something that will bring 
a sense of pride and belonging by giv-
ing children something that will go with 
them wherever they go,” she added.

The suitcases will benefit children 
who reside at the Mississippi Fami-
lies for Kids and Methodist  Children’s 
Home.

For more information, call Yolanda 
Walker at (601) 720-1841, Robin Silas 
at (601) 942-0049 or Kira Johnson at 
(601) 201-3703.

Five fast things you 
should know about stroke

Delta Sigma Theta chapter 
to sponsor ‘Caring Cases’ 
to assist kids in foster care

May is American Stroke Month

Highway Patrol Colonel 
Berry honored
Retired Mississippi Highway Patrol Colonel Donnell Berry of 
Bentonia, recently received Senate Concurrent Resolution 550, 
commending his contributions to public safety over a 36-year 
career from Sen. John Horhn at the Capitol. Standing with Berry 
is his wife, Winnie; son, Noah; and Public Safety Commissioner 
Albert Santa Cruz.

Members of Jackson (MS) Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority seek donations 
of new or gently used suitcases to aid children in foster care.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire



Nissan volunteers are adding hard 
hats and tool belts to their work at-
tire as they continue a partnership 
with Habitat for Humanity Missis-
sippi Capital Area that began nearly 
a decade ago. Nissan is focusing its 
efforts on Greenview Drive – the de-
teriorated south Jackson street that is 
being revitalized thanks to HFHM-
CA and its supporters.

Starting Monday, hundreds of 
employee volunteers from Nissan 
will take part in the eight-day Nis-
san Build at 2913 Greenview Dr. 
during April and May. The home is 
being constructed for local Jackson 
resident Kena Span and her four 
children.

“We share Habitat’s commitment 
to building sustainable communi-
ties,” said Steve Marsh, Nissan – 
Canton, vice president of manufac-
turing. “Building this house makes a 
positive, lasting contribution in the 
revitalization of Greenview Drive 
and we are honored to work with 
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi 
Capital Area again on a new home.”

Nissan’s national partnership with 
Habitat began in response to hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita in 2005. Nis-
san donated $1 million, provided fif-
ty Nissan Titan trucks for Habitat’s 
response efforts in the Gulf Coast 
and mobilized employees to assist in 
home building. Since 2006, Nissan 
employees have helped build more 
than 60 homes across the United 
States, logging more than 70,000 
volunteer hours.

“Nissan is a leader not only in the 
automotive industry but also in com-
munity citizenship,” said Cindy Grif-
fin, executive director of HFHMCA. 
“Nissan – Canton’s sponsorship this 
year of a house on Greenview Drive 
is the latest in a long and generous 

history of their partnership with us. 
Nissan employees demonstrate the 
highest ideals of volunteerism, put-
ting their hearts into action as they 
work alongside partner families, 
helping them build their new homes. 
We are proud to be their partner.”

Span is looking forward to work-
ing with Nissan employee volun-
teers on her house. “I can’t wait to 
get to know them and to thank them 
for all that they are doing for me and 
my family,” she said. “It is truly a 
blessing for Nissan to sponsor my 

house. I thank God for this blessing 
and I thank Habitat for giving me 
this opportunity.”

To learn more about becoming 
a HFHMCA donor, volunteer or 
homeowner, please call (601) 353-
6060 or visit www.habitatmca.org.
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 One Voice offers
social justice, civil 
rights internship 

One Voice has launched its new leadership initia-
tive, the Hollis Watkins Muhammad Leadership De-
velopment Program.

The program is a nine-week internship aimed at 
providing critical leadership tools to college students 
that help them to become world leaders in the field of 
social justice.

It is named in honor of Hollis Watkins Muhammad, 
a veteran of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement 
and the first student to join the Mississippi chapter 
of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee. 
Muhammad worked side by side with other civil rights 
leaders such as Fannie Lou Hamer, Medgar Evers 
and Bob Moses. 

HWM interns will be placed within One Voice de-
partments that match their career interests, while 
learning about current social justice work and civil 
rights history.

The deadline to apply for the Hollis Watkins Mu-
hammad Leadership Development Program is May 

13. The internship will begin on May 23 and end on 
Aug. 12. Visit http://uniteonevoice.org/job-posting-56/ 
to apply.

Spring event showcases 
creative excellence

The Craftsmen’s Guild of Mississippi and the Mis-
sissippi Symphony Orchestra have joined forces to 
present the Guild Spring Showcase on from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. May 7  at the Mississippi Craft Center located 
at 950 Rice Road in Ridgeland.

The event features 30 exhibiting members of the 
Guild who will showcase and sell their one-of-a-kind, 
works of art in wood, glass, metal, fiber, mixed media, 
clay and more. The MSO will present a Craft Beer and 
Bloody Mary Garden with live music, bratwurst bites 
and beverages from noon to 5 p.m. Admission to the 
festival is free. Tickets for the MSO festivities are $20 
in advance and $25 at the event. Go to msorchestra.
com to purchase tickets.

The showcase will also feature craft demonstra-
tions in pottery, wood turning, blacksmithing and jew-
elry making. Heavenly Hog Barbecue, Pepsi products 
and desserts will be available. Beverage and dessert 
sales will raise funds to enable the Guild to provide 
a week-long creative camp session for disadvan-

taged youth. Additional information at www.crafts-
mensguildofms.org, on the Guild’s Facebook page: 
Craftsmen’s Guild of MS and the MSO website.

Arts Commission 
accepting minigrant 
applications

Applications are now being accepted for the Mis-
sissippi Arts Commission’s minigrant program which 
began May 2.

The application deadline is at 5 p.m. June 1. MAC 
offers two minigrant deadlines each year – June 1 and 
Nov. 1, to assist with smaller arts projects around the 
state.

Minigrants for organizations are designed to meet 
a wide variety of needs in Mississippi communities, 
schools and arts organizations and to stimulate arts 
projects in rural and underserved communities. 
Non-profit organizations or local government enti-
ties may apply for up to $1,000 to support a pre-
sentation by members of the MAC’s Artist Roster. 
Arts organizations can use the minigrant to hire a 
consultant, or to support professional development 
efforts. An organization may receive one minigrant 
per fiscal year.

Professional-level artists may apply through the 
artist minigrant program for up to $500 to support 
promotion and marketing efforts, to attend a profes-
sional development workshop, or to purchase art 
supplies.

Complete grant guidelines and application forms 
are available on MAC’s website at www.arts.ms.gov or 
by calling (601) 359-6030. First time applicants are 
strongly encouraged to call and speak with a MAC 
staff member about their project before submitting an 
application.

Informational meeting 
on utility services
set for May 10

The Central District of the Mississippi Public Ser-
vice Commission will host a one-on-one meeting with 
Commissioner Cecil Brown from 6-7:30 p.m. May 10, 
at Candlestick Entertainment Center at Candlestick 
Park in south Jackson.

The informational meeting will review utility servic-
es and how the Commission can help residents with 
problems and challenges. A question-and-answer pe-
riod will be held and representatives from local utilities 
will be present.

N E W S  B R I E F S

Uninsured Jackson children without access to a 
dentist will be able to receive needed dental care at 
no cost during the Kool Smiles “Sharing Smiles” 
free care day May 15.

“While Kool Smiles is proud to provide quality, 
affordable dental care to families with various forms 
of insurance, including Medicaid, we also recognize 
there are many children in our community who have 
no insurance and whose families cannot afford regu-
lar trips to the dentist,” said Dr. Brad Bryan, manag-
ing dental director at Kool Smiles.

Kool Smiles dentists will provide free dental care 
to area children up to 18 years of age, from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on May 15 at Kool Smiles Jackson, 4463 
N. State St. The office phone number is (601) 714-
2908.

Available treatments will include dental exams, 
limited emergency care, extractions, fillings, baby 
tooth root canals and crowns. Treatments will be 
provided on a first-come, first-served basis, and treat-
ment offerings will be determined by the dentist.

If left untreated, dental decay can lead to pain, dif-
ficulty eating and chewing, and more serious infec-
tions – some of which can be life threatening. At the 
very least, untreated dental decay can cause children 
to settle for less than bright smiles.

“Children who do not have regular access to a den-
tist often have advanced dental decay and their treat-
ment needs are significant,” continued Dr. Bryan. 
“We want to put a smile back on the faces of these 
children by getting them the dental care they need, 
but which their families cannot afford.”

Sharing Smiles Day is an annual event hosted 
by Kool Smiles Dentistry for Kids. During Sharing 
Smiles Day 2015, Kool Smiles dentists provided free 
dental care to more than 400 children in need. The 
volunteer dentists and staff hope to double that num-
ber this year.

In an effort to serve Jackson children who are in 
the greatest need, eligibility will be limited to chil-
dren who have no form of dental insurance. The 
Kool Smiles website provides more information on 
the Sharing Smiles free care day, including where 
children in need of dental care can find a nearby par-
ticipating office.

Those interested can visit the Sharing Smiles web-
site at mykoolsmiles.com/

Nissan supports revitalization of Greenview 
Drive in south Jackson by building Habitat house

Jackson dentists offer 
free services to local 
uninsured children

Mississippi Link Newswire

Nissan employees volunteering on the fourth day of the build included (front, from left) Anna Powell, Ryne Boufannie, 
Terry Porter, Angie Miggins, Amanda Curd, Robian Rose; (back, from left) Kula Bwamba, Doris Mayfield, Benny Nash, 
Dominic Wilkerson, Anthony Mules and Joseph Flowers. 

Steven Marsh (from left), Nissan-Canton vice president of 
manufacturing; Nissan employee Domonic Wilkerson and 
Habitat for Humanity staff member Jesse Smith put up siding 
on the Nissan Build Habitat home on Greenview Drive.

Nissan employee Robian Rose of Madison lifts siding for the 
Habitat Nissan home.

Mississippi Link Newswire



Five Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities in the 
Delta region will empower as-
piring student entrepreneurs to 
develop their ideas for business 
success through the inaugural 
HBCU Entrepreneurial Ecosys-
tem Initiative, leaders with the 
Delta Regional Authority, Al-
len Entrepreneurial Institute and 
Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity announced April 27.

The initiative will help HB-
CUs and their student popula-
tions expand their local entrepre-
neurial ecosystem by engaging 
HBCU leaders, community lead-
ers and student entrepreneurs in 
a series of activities that support 
the growth of minority-owned 
businesses on college campuses 
in the Delta region.

“Entrepreneurship presents an 
important opportunity for youth 
to channel their creativity into 
business success and economic 
activity for their local commu-
nity,” DRA federal co-chairman 
Chris Masingill said. “HBCU 
campuses present a great space 
to cultivate student entrepre-
neurs and build a more inclu-
sive and supportive ecosystem 

for minority entrepreneurship 
to grow and help transform the 
Delta.”

Campuses participating in the 

inaugural round of the initiative 
will be selected through a com-
petitive application that is open 
now through May 30. The se-

lected schools will receive fund-
ing and support to host a two-day 
technical assistance and rapid 
acceleration workshop to teach 

aspiring and advanced student 
entrepreneurs about the skills 
and resources needed to launch 
and scale their businesses.

Upon completion of the two-
day session, student entrepre-
neurs will pitch their ideas for a 
chance to be selected to represent 
their schools and the region at 
Founders Weekend on the AEI 
campus in Lithonia, Ga. Winning 
entrepreneurs on each campus 
will receive pitch practice, men-
torship with successful minor-
ity entrepreneurs, business model 
development, and other techni-
cal assistance leading up to the 
Founders Weekend activities.

“AEI is committed to expand-
ing the entrepreneurial mindset 
of HBCUs and their students 
within the Delta region,” said 
Bill Allen, founder and president 
of the AEI. “Through our joint 
efforts, we will work to expand 
the number and size of minority 
and women owned businesses in 
the U.S. by partnering with and 
preparing our HBCU students 
to become tomorrow’s business 
owners.

“MVSU is excited to be a part 
of such a profound initiative 
that will help continue to spur 

the economic growth opportu-
nities for the Mississippi Delta 
region,” said MVSU President 
William Bynum. “This is a great 
opportunity for students to gain 
valuable tools and resources as 
they venture into entrepreneur-
ship.”

The HBCU Entrepreneurial 
Ecosystem Initiative is part of 
the DRA’s Delta Entrepreneur-
ship Network that is identify-
ing, connecting, and growing 
entrepreneurs into talented, in-
novative drivers of the Delta’s 
local and regional economies. 
DEN recently hosted a HBCU 
roundtable conversation with 
presidents and business college 
deans of the region’s HBCUs to 
discuss opportunities to increase 
entrepreneurship among minor-
ity populations and the role that 
HBCUs can and should play in 
supporting youth entrepreneur-
ship.

Interested schools can re-
view the initiative’s application 
guidelines at dra.gov/initiatives/
growing-small-businesses-entre-
preneurs/hbcu-minority-entre-
preneurial-ecosystem-initiative 
and must submit an application 
by May 30.
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Mississippi State officials welcomed 
colleagues from the University of Mis-
sissippi Medical Center to campus April 
18, for the launch of a new initiative 
tackling many of the state’s most critical 
health care challenges.

“Spring is in the air and partnerships 
are in the air,” said David Shaw, the vice 
president for research and economic de-
velopment at MSU.

The new partnership among Missis-
sippi State, the medical center and the 
Myrlie Evers-Williams Institute for 
the Elimination of Health Disparities 
at UMMC will expand significantly a 
number of ongoing collaborative proj-
ects and seek new opportunities, accord-
ing to officials.

“We are committed to following in 
Myrlie Evers-Williams footsteps and 
her lifelong commitment to improve 
the lives of Mississippians,” said Dr. 
Bettina Beech, UMMC’s associate vice 
chancellor for population health and the 
executive director of the Myrlie Evers-
Williams Institute for the Elimination of 
Health Disparities.

The institute addresses the social 
determinants of health through the fol-
lowing areas of focus: child health dis-
parities, HIV/AIDS disparities, minority 
male health disparities and cancer health 
disparities. In 2014, Myrlie Evers-Wil-
liams, widow of slain civil rights leader 
Medgar Evers, lent her name to the in-
stitute. Dr. Tonya Moore represented the 
Evers family at today’s ceremony.

In the Hunter Henry Center’s Parker 
Ballroom, Mississippi State President 
Mark E. Keenum and Dr. LouAnn 
Woodward, vice chancellor for health 
affairs and dean of the School of Medi-
cine at UMMC, signed a memorandum 

of understanding formalizing the part-
nership in front of a standing-room only 
audience.

Keenum noted that Woodward – who 
graduated from MSU with a bachelor of 
science degree in microbiology – is the 
first Bulldog to lead UMMC.

“I am especially pleased to see our 
two organizations coming together in 
this partnership,” Woodward said.

The new initiative will build on long-
standing relationships between UMMC 
and MSU researchers, “and opens the 
door to expand in such a major way – 
allowing us to build a model that will 

hopefully be a national model,” she said.
The state of Mississippi faces a num-

ber of well-documented health-related 
issues: obesity, diabetes and access and 
care disparities, among them.

“We know that there is power in part-
nerships, and we look forward to meld-
ing the efforts of our two institutions to 
achieve more on behalf of Mississippi’s 
most disadvantaged citizens than we 
could hope to achieve separately,” Kee-
num said.

Examples of existing MSU-UMMC 
collaboration include:

• For nearly two decades, the MSU 

Extension Service and UMMC have 
and continue to prepare aspiring physi-
cians for primary care service in rural 
communities through the Rural Medical 
Scholars Program for rising high school 
seniors.

• The collaboration between 
UMMC’s Department of Pediatrics and 
MSU’s Social Science Research Cen-
ter (SSRC), particularly the Family & 
Children Research Unit (FCRU), has re-
sulted in multiple collaborations target-
ing health, education and mental health 
issues among Mississippi’s young chil-
dren.

• MSU’s Department of Sociology 
is leading an asset mapping project 
examining childhood obesity and hu-
man capital throughout Mississippi’s 82 
counties.

• Currently, the SSRC has a major 
grant proposal to a private foundation 
through which both the SSRC and pedi-
atric researchers will collaborate to track 
the education and health determinants of 
children’s well-being, with a particular 
focus upon developmental screenings 
and referrals, in building upon earlier 
research.

• MSU Extension and UMMC are 
partners in the delivery of the Com-
munity Health Advocate curriculum 
through the 4-H Junior Master Wellness 
Volunteer Program. Extension special-
ists and agents work with allied health 
teachers to integrate CHA training into 
their curriculum and assist with commu-
nity outreach and provide opportunities 
for students to participate in competi-
tions using the skills they learn.

• In October, the SSRC and UMMC 
are co-hosting a visit by the president 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
who will visit both campuses.

Dr. Rick deShazo, UMMC’s Billy 
S. Guyton Distinguished Professor and 
professor of medicine and pediatrics, 
and a host for “Southern Remedy” on 
Mississippi Public Broadcasting, deliv-
ered the keynote address in which he 
discussed the history of health dispari-
ties in Mississippi.

“While today’s celebration is about 
where we are going, we must under-
stand where we have been,” Shaw said 
in thanking deShazo, who also led an 
afternoon roundtable discussion with 
students enrolled in Mississippi State’s 
pre-med program.

UMMC, Mississippi State partner 
to address critical health needs

Deadline to apply is May 30

Mississippi State President Mark E. Keenum (right) and University of Mississippi Medical Center Vice Chancellor for Health Af-
fairs Dr. LouAnn Woodward (left) signed a memorandum of understanding April 18, to formalize a partnership addressing many 
of the state’s most critical health care challenges. Looking on is Dr. Bettina Beech, UMMC’s associate vice chancellor for popula-
tion health and executive director of the Myrlie Evers-Williams Institute for the Elimination of Health Disparities, which is working 
to expand existing collaborations and pursuing new opportunities between these higher education institutions.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Partnership with HBCUs seeks to boost 
minority entrepreneurship in the Delta
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Delta Regional Authority Federal Co-Chairman Chris Masingill recently signed the memorandum of un-
derstanding establishing the HBCU Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Initiative, joined by leadership of DRA’s 
partner organizations. Pictured are (from left) Allen Entrepreneurial Institute Founder and President Bill 
Allen, Masingill, Mississippi Valley State University Acting Chair of Business Division Dr. Curressia Brown 
and MVSU President William Bynum. 

U.S. Marshal White honored
for law enforcement career

Southern District of Mississippi U.S. Marshal George White, (third from right), re-
cently addressed the state Senate when they honored his successes in law enforce-
ment. He was presented Senate Concurrent Resolution 667 that saluted his meteoric 
rise from the ranks of the Highway Patrol to being nominated by President Barack 
Obama to the post on Dec. 23, 2009 and being sworn in as United States Marshal 
on May 20, 2010. He served with the Highway Patrol from 1980 until 2010. White is a 
33rd Degree Mason and a Shriner.

Standing with him are (from left), retired Highway Patrol Colonel Donnell Berry, 
Public Safety Commissioner Albert Santa Cruz, Winnie Berry, Sen. John Horhn, Sen. 
Sollie B. Norwood and Sen. Albert Butler.
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Hinds Community College will have 
four spring 2016 graduation ceremonies, 
May 12-13 at the Muse Center on the 
Rankin Campus and May 15 at the Utica 
Campus. More than 1,100 students are 
expected to graduate over the three days.

Retired Allied Health and Nursing 
Dean Mary Ann Sones will speak to grad-
uates at 10 a.m. May 12. Darrel McQuirt-
er, president of the Hinds County Board 
of Supervisors, speaks to academic and 
technical graduates at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
on May 13. Carolyn Meyers, president of 
Jackson State University, is the speaker 
for the Utica Campus ceremony at 2 p.m. 
May 15.

The grand marshal for the two Rankin 
Campus ceremonies is retiring Raymond 
Campus instructor Steve Miller.

Sones, a Kosciusko native and 47-year 
resident of the Jackson area, retired from 
Hinds Community College in 2004 after 
34 years in various teaching and adminis-
trative posts at the college. Sones served 
as chair of the dental assisting program, 
assistant dean of Allied Health and dean 
of the Jackson Campus-Nursing/Allied 
Health Center. She received emeritus 
dean status in January 2009.

Upon being hired in 1970, she returned 
to school to pursue an associate of applied 
science degree while working. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Southern Mississippi and her master’s 
in teaching with an emphasis in commu-
nity college administration from Missis-
sippi State University. Previously, Sones 
held certification and licensure in the ar-

eas of dental assisting, dental hygiene, as 
well as teaching and administrative licen-
sure from the Mississippi Department of 
Education, Division of Career and Tech-
nical Education.

McQuirter, a Clinton native, graduated 
from Clinton High School in 1980. He 
received an associate degree in manage-
ment from Hinds Junior College in 1983 
before earning a bachelor of science de-
gree in business administration from Mis-
sissippi College in 1985.

He worked for the Clinton Fire Depart-
ment for 27 years until he retired in Janu-
ary 2005. During his time as a firefighter, 
he served as the department’s chief start-
ing in January 2000, making him the first 
African American to hold the position.

In December 2009, McQuirter became 
director of Permits and Zoning for Hinds 
County, a position that also involved be-
ing the county’s floodplain manager. He 
held the position until resigning in June 
2013 to seek public office on the Hinds 
County Board of Supervisors. He was 
elected supervisor later that year to repre-
sent District 2 of Hinds County.

Carolyn W. Meyers is the 10th presi-
dent of Jackson State University and a 
professor of civil and environmental en-
gineering.

Since Meyers became president in 
2011, Jackson State University expanded 
its impact with three new campus loca-
tions, increased course offerings for eve-
ning, weekend and online studies and 
implemented the nation’s largest fresh-
man iPad initiative, which provides all 
first-year students with iPads to aid with 
their coursework.

Meyers’ vision for growth continues 
with plans to construct an on-campus 
domed arena and increase enrollment to 
15,000 students. Meyers brought to JSU 
more than 30 years of academic and ad-
ministrative leadership experience in 
higher education, serving most recently 
as president of Norfolk State University 
in Norfolk, Va.

She served as provost and vice chancel-
lor for Academic Affairs for North Caro-
lina Agricultural and Technical State Uni-
versity, where she was a tenured professor 
of mechanical engineering and dean of the 
College of Engineering. Meyers also was 
a tenured faculty member at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology and was the first 
associate dean for Research in its College 
of Engineering.

Meyers earned a bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering from Howard 
University, a master’s degree in me-
chanical engineering and a doctorate in 
chemical engineering from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology and completed 
post-doctoral work at Harvard Univer-
sity. She is a fellow in the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers and a 
board member of the American Council 
on Education.

Hinds CC announces speakers
for spring graduation ceremonies
Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson Public Schools recently 
announced new initiatives in three of 
its middle schools – Hardy Academy 
of Career Exploration, Rowan Acad-
emy of Achievement and Powell 
Academy of Military Science.

The purpose of the 
Hardy Academy of 
Career Exploration 
is to create an area of 
focus for the middle 
school following the 
academy model as 
a transition to high 
school and in order 
to create a sense of 

identity. Parents and students will 
have a larger scope of opportunities 
afforded them in this middle school 
environment.

The Hardy Academy of Career 
Exploration features a partnership 
with the Career Development Cen-
ter, EJES Engineering and school 
adopters. Scholars at Hardy Acad-
emy will become exposed to career 
curriculum topics such as engineer-
ing, digital media, animation, video 
gaming simulation and coding. 
Teachers will also participate in ex-
ternships at companies to shadow 
industry professionals for the pur-
pose of developing lesson plans and 
projects to tie state standards direct-
ly to business applications.

This academy keeps Jackson Pub-
lic Schools on the cutting edge of 
innovation. Instructional units at 
Hardy Academy would consistently 
promote career exploration. Bench-
mark events would occur at each 
grade level as culminating activities 
for the units of study.

The Rowan Acad-
emy of Achieve-
ment is a program 
designed to help 
middle school age 

scholars catch up and graduate on 
time with their peers. With this 
model, students over aged for their 
grade level would receive core in-
struction and be eligible to complete 
grades six through nine in two cal-
endar years with promotion to 10th 
grade upon successful completion. 
Scholars will receive the maximum 
level of intervention with smaller 
class sizes in order to receive a 
solid foundation for high school 
success. This academy will require 
and encourage determined methods 

of parental engagement in order to 
maximize opportunities for scholar 
success.

The transition to this academy 
will take place over the next two 
school years. In the first year, rising 
sixth graders who would tradition-
ally attend Rowan, will attend Brin-
kley Middle School for the 2016-17 
school year. The sixth-grade teach-
ers would follow the sixth-grade 
scholars to teach at Brinkley Middle 
School. Rowan will continue to 
serve as a traditional middle school 
for the remaining seventh and 
eighth-grade scholars. During the 
2017-18 school year, current sixth 
graders would complete middle 
school at Rowan. The tentative full-
scale launch of the Rowan Academy 
of Achievement is scheduled for the 
2017-2018 school year.

Through the 
National Middle 
School Cadet Corps, 
Powell Academy 
of Military Science 
parents and students 

will have access to a program with a 
100-year history in JPS, the Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps.

Jackson Public School District 
data reveals that JROTC students 
have the highest graduation rate as 
a subgroup compared to their non-
JROTC counterparts. Scholarship 
opportunities for college are also 
awarded to qualifying students via 
colleges throughout the nation for 
continuing in ROTC programs. 
Research also indicates decreased 
disciplinary infractions for JROTC 
students. Thus, this program would 
allow students to compete in leader-
ship roles with other Middle School 
Cadet Corps around the nation.

“It is our belief that this program 
will support a positive learning en-
vironment and develop a cadre of 
student leaders who will promote 
positive change in the learning en-
vironment,” said Middle Schools 
Chief Academic Officer Chinelo 
Evans.

The long-term goals of each acad-
emy are to increase average daily 
attendance, attract and retain high-
quality staff, and to improve student 
achievement, ultimately leading to 
an increased graduation rates. This 
initiative is expected to be repli-
cated for in other schools within the 
district.

Dr. Gary McGaha will give 
Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity’s 64th commencement ad-
dress May 7.

McGaha currently serves as 
the president of Atlanta Metro-
politan State College in Atlanta, 
Ga. He is a native of Rienzi, 
Miss., a small community in the 
Northeastern tip of the state.

During this year’s commence-
ment ceremony, MVSU will 
present honorary degrees to 
Blues legends Otis Clay (posthu-
mously) and Bobby Rush.

MVSU’s seventh president, 
Dr. William B. Bynum, will hand 
diplomas to more than 400 under-
graduate and graduate students 
during the ceremonies, which 
begin at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. at the 
Leflore County Civic Center in 
Greenwood, Miss.

During the 8 a.m. ceremony, 
degrees will be conferred to 
Golden Graduates, all master’s 
students regardless of major, and 
undergraduates in the Depart-
ments of English and foreign 
languages, fine arts, general stud-
ies, mathematics, computer and 
information sciences, natural sci-
ences and environmental health 
and social sciences.

At the 11 a.m. ceremony, en-
gineering technology, business 
administration, criminal justice, 

mass communications, social 
work, education and health, phys-
ical education and recreation stu-
dents will receive their diplomas.

“Given Dr. McGaha’s out-
standing career and achievements 
in the field of higher education, 
our graduates will welcome his 
charge as they venture out to 
make an impact on the world,” 
said Bynum.

He entered Mississippi Valley 
State University on a band schol-
arship and graduated magna cum 
laude in 1972. McGaha received 
a Master of Arts degree from 
Bowling Green State University 
and the Doctor of Philosophy de-
gree from the University of Mis-
sissippi. He was the first African 
American to teach political sci-
ence courses and receive a Ph.D. 
in political science from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi.

A career administrator, he has 
held positions at Kentucky State 
University, Morehouse School of 
Medicine and Georgia Perimeter 
College.

Under his leadership at AMSC, 
the enrollment has increased by 
86 percent since fall 2006. The 
college was granted baccalaure-
ate degree status by the Univer-
sity System of Georgia Board of 
Regents in 2011 and the name 
was changed to Atlanta Metro-
politan State College in 2012.

JPS announces new 
initiatives for middle school 

AMSC President Gary 
McGaha to give MVSU 
commencement address

Sixth-grade young men of color from 
Blackburn, Powell and Hardy middle 
schools in JPS were honored during 
the A-TEAAM Awards Ceremony and 
Book Unveiling held April 24, at the 
Jackson State University Student Cen-
ter Ballroom. The A-TEAAM National 
Mentoring Initiative has mentored more 
than 250 young males for the past four 
years.

During the program, the book I!CAN 
Imagine: Voices of A-TEAAM Young 
Authors was unveiled. The work is 
written for young males of color by the 
young males of color in the A-TEAAM 
mentoring program.

“The writings and lessons-learned in 
this publication, I!CAN Imagine, are 
ones we hope will help to inspire oth-
er young males of color,” said Juanita 
Sims Doty.

Each year, A-TEAAM ambassadors 
vote on an Ambassador of the Year, a 
member of their cadre who has exem-
plified the A-TEAAM traits of leader-
ship and a positive attitude, and who has 
faithfully participated in all A-TEAAM 
sessions. The 2016 JPS Ambassadors of 
the Year are Ephraim Hill, Blackburn 
Middle School; Zion Walls, Hardy Mid-
dle School; and JaQuarius Scott, Powell 
Middle School.

“Working weekly with the A-
TEAAM ambassadors at Hardy has 
been a game-changer for me,” said local 
media professional Othor Cain. “These 
young men are simply desirous of im-
pactful and long lasting relationships. 
What matters most is the relationships 
we are building with these young men. 
Our boys can’t become men if they nev-
er see what a positive one looks like.”

Ambassadors from Nichols and Por-
ter middle schools in the Canton Public 
School District were also recognized 
during this program.

Special guests on the program in-
cluded Myrlie Evers, the widow of Mis-
sissippi civil rights icon Medgar Evers; 
Jackson Public Schools Superintendent 
Cedrick Gray; Canton Public School 
District Superintendent Cassandra Wil-
liams and Drema Woldman, national 
president of the Top Ladies of Distinc-
tion.

Canton Mayor Arnel Bolden, Jack-
son Mayor Tony Yarber and Meridian 
Mayor Percy Bland participated in the 
unveiling of the student-authored book.

The Ambassadors of the Evers Acad-

emy for African-American Males is a 
national mentoring program that aims 
to inspire young males of color as they 
honor the life and live the legacy of 
Medgar Evers while interacting with a 
“village” of role models and mentors.

The Community Engagement and 
Empowerment Network, comprised of 
21 community-based organizations, 
provides mentors for A-TEAAM groups 
locally.

In 2014, the Top Ladies of Distinction 
National Women’s service organization 
collaborated with the Juanita Sims Doty 
Foundation to establish A-TEAAM-
TLOD sites in Inglewood, Calif., Hous-
ton, Texas, Cincinnati, Ohio, East St. 
Louis, Ill., and Washington, D.C.

Additionally, Bland and First Lady 

Deidre Bland of Meridian are imple-
menting A-TEAAM-Meridian at the 
Magnolia Middle School. Bridging the 
Gap Learning Academy will start A-
TEAAM-Louisville, Kentucky in the 
fall of 2016.

A-TEAAM supporting partners in-
clude The Juanita Sims Doty Foun-
dation, The Foundation for the Mid 
South, The W. K. Kellogg Foundation, 
the Medgar and Myrlie Evers Institute, 
the Seventh District Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc., the International Com-
munity Ambassadors Network, AT&T, 
the Kirkland Group, The Tri-K Group, 
Regions Bank, Entergy and Sodexo-
MAGIC.

Bolden and Yarber serve as honorary 
chairmen of the A-TEAAM.

Pictured are Candie Simmons (from left) of Regions Bank; Ephraim Hill, Blackburn 
Middle School Ambassador of the Year; Karla McCullough, co-project director of 
A-TEAAM and Juanita Sims Doty. 

Pictured are Candie Simmons (from left) of Regions Bank; Zion Walls, Hardy Middle 
School Ambassador of the Year; Karla McCullough, co-project director of A-TEAAM 
and Juanita Sims Doty.

Pictured are Candie Simmons (from left) of Regions Bank; JaQuarius Scott, Powell 
Middle School Ambassador of the Year; Karla McCullough, co-project director of 
A-TEAAM and Juanita Sims Doty.

A-TEAAM celebrates scholars 
from Blackburn, Powell, Hardy
Mississippi Link Newswire
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There are plenty of successful Al-
corn State University alumni across 
the world who are reaping the ben-
efits of their dedication to their fields 
of scholarship. Tylertown, Missis-
sippi native, Dr. Corey Montgomery, 
is a part of that group of alumni who 
continue to shine after studying at the 
University.

Montgomery, along with his colleague, Dr. Richard W. 
Nicholas, became the inaugural recipients of the Richard 
W. Nicholas and Corey O. Montgomery Chair in Ortho-
paedic Oncology at the University of Arkansas for Medi-
cal Sciences. Patients, their families, residents and alumni 
established the chair. It honors both Nicholas and Mont-
gomery, who are the only two orthopaedic oncologists in 
Arkansas.

An endowed chair is the highest academic honor a uni-
versity can bestow on its faculty. A chair can honor the 
memory of a loved one or honor a person’s accomplish-
ments. An endowed chair is supported with donations of 
$1 million or more, with the chair holder using the inter-
est proceeds for research, teaching or service activities.

Montgomery is an orthopedic surgeon who specializes 
in the treatment of cancers that involve the soft tissues 
and bones in children and adults at the University of Ar-
kansas for Medical Sciences and the Arkansas Children 
Hospital in Little Rock, Arkansas.

The naming of the chair has a deeper meaning for 
Montgomery because he is the first African American in 
the school’s history to have a chair named in his honor. 
He credits a strong support system and spirituality for his 
achievements.

“I’m extremely honored and excited to be the first,” 
said Montgomery. “However, I realized my achieve-
ments were not made alone. My wonderful wife, Brook, 
children, parents and siblings contributed to my success. 
Most importantly, my faith is the cornerstone of all my 
success.”

Montgomery also thanked Nicholas for being willing 
to share the milestone with him.

“Also, I’m immensely thankful to Dr. Nicholas for al-
lowing me to share in the naming of the endowed chair. 
He has worked for many years to raise money for this 
endowment. I’m in many ways just reaping the benefits 
of his hard work.”

When asked how the award motivates him, Montgom-
ery humbly stated that he cares more about how his suc-
cess will motivate students. He advised students to be 
persistent in following their dreams.

“I think it’s more about how it motivates others. Hope-
fully, it’ll motivate students to research their interests to 
make sure they are on the correct path. Take personal re-
sponsibility for your future and do not depend on others 
to make you successful. Always give your best effort and 
pray.”

In his first two years of teaching, 
Alcorn State University alumnus and 
Columbia, Mississippi native Thom-
as Echols is reaping the benefits of 
being a committed mathematics edu-
cator.

Echols’ hard work in the class-
room caught the eyes of his co-work-
ers and students, which led to them 
naming him East Marion High School’s 2016 Teacher 
of the Year.

“It is an honor and a blessing,” said Echols, who earned 
a bachelor’s degree in mathematics education in 2014. 
“To be nominated by former teachers, co-workers and 
students just showed me that someone sees the work that 
I put in and appreciates it. For this to happen to me at such 
a young age and early in my career is a blessing.”

Along with his new title of Teacher of the Year, Echols 
was also selected as one of Marion County’s Top 12 Un-
der 40. On the third Sunday of each month, the Hatties-
burg American will feature one of the young profession-
als for their career success and community service. With 
all of the accolades coming his way, Echols said that his 
focus remains on helping his students achieve success.

“To be honest, the recognition has not changed what 
I do at all. I didn’t come into this profession seeking 
awards, but to help students. So I am still motivated to 
make a difference in at least one student’s life.”

Echols’ urge to teach started while doing a senior 
project on peer tutoring during his senior year in high 
school. After being under the tutelage of his mathemat-
ics teacher and noticing the absence of positive African-
American influences in his community, he knew that 
positioning himself to mentor was important.

“I noticed that there weren’t many positive black male 
role models in the community. I wanted to change that. 
Being a teacher has allowed me reach out to young black 
males. I enjoy the relationships that I have built with my 
students because I am able to motivate and steer them 
into the right direction.”
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ASU alum honored 
with endowed chair at 
University of Arkansas

ASU graduate Echols 
named Marion H.S. 
Teacher of the Year
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A 35-year-old student at the 
Vicksburg-Warren Campus has 
become the first Hinds Commu-
nity College MI-BEST student to 
receive his GED while climbing 
to the halfway mark in his plight 
to receive a college career cer-
tificate.

Allen Warner quit high school 
in Saginaw, Mich. nearly two de-
cades ago.

“There just wasn’t anything in 
high school that interested me, so 
I just didn’t do what I needed to 
do,” Warner said. “By the time I 
realized there was a program that 
might help me, a technical skills 
program, it was too late. I had 
messed up, so I just quit.”

That quitter attitude cannot be 
found today in the father of two 
girls, ages 7 and 8, and he says it 
will not come back, even after he 
finally gets “the piece of paper” 
that shows he’s qualified to seek 
and hold his dream career.

“Oh, I spent time as a dish-
washer, a cook’s helper, roofer, 
I did some water-well drilling, I 
did some landscaping and some 
carpentry,” he said.

“I was the jack of all trades and 
the master of none. I could tell 
you I had done all those things, 
but I had no proof – no certifi-
cate,” he said. “Soon I’ll have 
that certificate.”

Warner said the turning point 
in his choices came when he was 
turned down for a job because he 
did not have his GED, or General 
Education Development high 
school equivalency certificate, 
and he did not want his little girls 
to graduate before he did.

He enrolled in the Hinds GED 
program during the spring se-
mester, passing the qualifica-
tions for and fitting the criteria 
to have his tuition and fees paid 

through a grant from the Central 
Mississippi Planning and Devel-
opment District (CMPDD). The 
grant was extended to MI-BEST, 
which stands for Mississippi In-
tegrated-Basic Education Skills 
Training, last year for the current 
fiscal year.

Lauren Powers, Vicksburg 
Hinds’ navigator for the MI-
BEST program and Adult Ba-
sic Education, said Warner is a 
prime example of what the MI-
BEST and the CMPDD grant can 
do for other students.

A career fair for the 25 stu-
dents currently enrolled in MI-
BEST will be held May 10 on the 
Vicksburg campus.

“They will be given the chance 
to speak with representatives of 
local industries and possibly be 
interviewed for current or up-
coming job openings,” Powers 
said.

“We’re hoping the students 
will have the opportunity to meet 
these people and focus on seek-
ing specific careers and maybe 
even have a chance to be offered 
jobs,” she said.

The MI-BEST program gives 
high school dropouts the oppor-

tunity to complete their GED 
coursework while pursuing their 
initial career certificates, which 
require 30 hours of college cred-
its.

At the end of the current se-
mester, next month, Warner will 
be halfway through his college 
course load to receive his career 
certificate in welding.

“And he has done it with a 
4.0,” Powers is quick to point 
out.

Warner’s goal is to find a weld-
ing job that allows him a career in 
which he can earn a sustainable 
wage. He said he has not decided 
if he will seek the additional 15 
hours of college credit to receive 
his technical certificate or the 15 
more for his associate’s degree. 
“It all depends on jobs and op-
portunities,” he said.

Warren County Supervisor 
Charles Selmon is the workforce 
development chairman on the 
CMPDD Board and invited War-
ner to address a meeting of the 
South Central Workforce Devel-
opment Group at Hinds Vicks-
burg at the board’s next meeting.

Selmon said the program is 
allowing students such as War-

ner to not only get a GED, but 
also be trained in a specific trade 
that makes them marketable and 
ready when a new industry de-
cides to come to Mississippi.

“I’m so excited about this 
young man,” Selmon said. “He is 
the model story, a person with a 
great attitude who is able to com-
municate with people and, best 
of all, he’s so humble.”

“He just got tired of being 
sick and tired and decided to 
do something about it,” Selmon 
said. “He is an inspiration to me. 
He motivates me.”

Selmon explained that work-
force development programs in 
the state are funded through a $5 
million federal fund that is facili-
tated by the state.

“We’re trying to increase the 
ready workforce in the state,” 
the supervisor said. “Hinds is do-
ing a great job of helping these 
people get their GEDs and then 
training them to go to work. That 
helps the state attract more busi-
nesses.”

For more information on MI-
BEST, contact Powers at (601) 
629-6873 or lauren.powers@
hindscc.edu.

Celebrating her fifth year at 
Jackson State University, Presi-
dent Carolyn W. Meyers ad-
dressed Speaker Philip Gunn 
and the Mississippi House at the 
Capitol recently after she was 
formally recognized for her “out-
standing leadership, dedication, 
commitment and meritorious and 
prolific service” to Mississippi 
and beyond.

In response to lawmakers who 
presented her with a resolution, 
Meyers, flanked by her cabinet, 
saluted the House for “all you do 
to enable the realization of our 
dreams and aiding the reality of 
our promise to give students the 
best education.”

In addition, Meyers said, 
“We’re preparing leaders for the 
rest of the 21st century.” She ac-
knowledged that the accomplish-
ments also are a result of her 
leadership team, faculty and staff. 
“This business of education ben-
efits all of Mississippi and takes 
all of us to make an impact,” she 
said.

In part, House Resolution No. 
22 cited her “invaluable service 
to the state of Mississippi,” not-
ing several of her initiatives, in-
cluding:

• Expanding the number of 
campuses

• Increasing course offerings 
for evening, weekend and online 
studies

• Initiating the implementation 
of the nation’s largest freshman 
iPad distribution

• Rebranding the university
• Opening a Veterans Center, 

Office of Community Affairs and 
Welcome Center

Overall, Meyers said the rec-
ognition was not just a special 
tribute for her but to all involved 

in “giving our students what they 
deserve.” She said success oc-
curs only when you enlist people 

who are willing and courageous 
enough to follow visionary lead-
ership because everyone benefits.

Vicksburg MI-BEST student shows 
the way to success with GED

Meyers addresses Mississippi House 
after resolution saluting her leadership

Allen Warner (center) at the Vicksburg-Warren Campus has become the first Hinds Community College MI-BEST 
student to receive his GED.

Mississippi Rep. Gregory Holloway Sr., District 76, helps showcase a resolution honoring Jackson State Univer-
sity President Carolyn W. Meyers. She is pictured with her cabinet and staff. PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU

Meyers proudly displays the House resolution presented in her honor. She’s joined by Dr. Mohammad Shahbazi, 
(left) interim dean of the School of Public Health (Initiative); Dr. Loretta Moore, vice president for Research and 
Federal Relations; Public Safety chief Thomas Albright; state Rep. Chris Bell, District 65; and state Rep. Earle 
Banks, District 67.

Montgomery

Echols
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The members of Pil-
grim Rest M. B. Church, 
852A Madison Ave., 
Madison, recently cele-
brated the 22nd anniver-
sary of Pastor Matthew 
and First Lady Edna 
Canada. The couple’s 
son, the Rev. Matthew 
K. Canada of Greater 
Rose Hill M. B. Church, 
in Union, Miss., deliv-
ered the anniversary 
message.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mother’s Day 
is Sunday. As a 
woman, a daugh-
ter, a sister, and 
yes, a mother, I’d 
like to salute all 
of the women of 

the world who are caregivers, 
mentors and protectors of one 
of God’s most precious gifts to 
the world – our children.

The Bible tells us in Gen-
esis 3:20 “And Adam called 
his wife’s name Eve, because 
she was the mother of all liv-
ing.” Webster defines a mother 
as a female parent, a woman in 
authority, the superior of a reli-
gious community of women, an 
old or elderly woman and some-
one with maternal tenderness or 
affection.

I gathered from these defini-
tions that a mother is a woman 
of love and wisdom who contin-
uously performs selfless love. 
In essence, the mother is the 
bond that keeps us all together.

Since the creation of time, 
mothers have bore the responsi-
bilities of being so many things 
to so many. We all know that 
there are many great women 
in the Bible, and we also know 
that God entrusted His most 
precious gift to the world, His 
only begotten son, to Jesus’ 
mother, Mary.

Even though the role of a 
mother has always been one of 
the most important positions on 
earth, the birth of Christ elevat-

ed it to another level of respect. 
As you may know, mothers 
across the world are recognized 
in some manner with a special 
time of acknowledgement. In 
the United States, the day of 
celebration is held on the sec-
ond Sunday of the month of 
May, and here we are, May 8, 
2016!

I won’t give you a breakdown 
on how pleased I am to be a 
mother. I’m given the opportu-
nity to share that on a weekly 
basis with our readers of The 
Mississippi Link.

What I do want to do at this 
time is “thank” and acknowl-
edge all mothers. Your contri-
butions to a life are immeasur-
able, and your love for a life is 
eternal. Thanks to all mothers 
for being and sharing yourself.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
Mississippi, would like to not 
only share your news of praise 
and good works but that of your 
places of worship. Remember, 
the verse that I often share with 
you. Isaiah 52:7 (NIV) reads: 
“How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

To share your news, contact 
Daphne M. Higgins at reli-
gion@mississippilink.com, fax 
(601) 896-0091 or mail your 
information to The Mississippi 
Link, 2659 Livingston Road, 
Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorPilgrim Rest M.B. Church 
honors pastor, first lady
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Following tributes to the pastor, who is a former member of the Jackson State University Sonic Boom of 
the South, the Pilgrim Rest Combined Choir, salutes Rev. Canada in JSU-style by waving their pom-poms.

Members of Greater Rose Hill M. B. Church provides the ministry of music before their pastor speaks. 

Pastor Matthew and First Lady Edna Canada

Rev. Matthew K. Canada, pastor of Greater Rose Hill M.B. Church in 
Union, Miss., and son of the celebrated couple, delivers a powerful 
tribute at the anniversary celebration.

The Pilgrim Rest congregation in prayer.

Andrew Garner and Mimi Bishop represent the Children’s and Youth 
Ministry as they do a tribute to their pastor and first lady.

Members Jermaine and Stephanie Wilson serve as the master and 
mistress of ceremonies.

The Pilgrim Rest Combined Choir delivers songs of praise.



Ever since I 
heard the tragic  
news that trans-
formative musi-
cal artist Prince 
died on April 21, 
I’ve struggled to 

write about how his music im-
pacted my life.

Unlike friends who have seen 
him in concert and kept the tick-
et stub, I was never fortunate 
enough to see him live in concert. 
Nor do I have  any quirky stories 
about interviewing  him when 
I was a full time journalist like 
others have shared. I do remem-
ber me and my sisters having the 
“Michael Jackson v. Prince” argu-
ment of who was better. Jackson 
was the boy you could take home 
to mama but Prince was the one 
you would sneak out of your ma-

ma’s house to see.
I even considered writing about 

how growing up in the mid 1980s 
meant wearing lace,  paisley or 
a combination of both thanks to 
Prince.

Thinking about it for the last 
few days, I have to admit that I ad-
mired how his music challenged 
and then changed the boundaries 
of R & B, rock, funk and dance 
music. However, the thing I have 
the greatest respect for him is how 
he treasured and zealously guard-
ed his gift of creativity.

From the time he first received 
acclaim for his first album to his  
untimely death, Prince fascinated 
fans around the world with his 
creativity and musical abilities. 
For people in my generation, his 
death is the sad bookend to the 
untimely death of another 1980’s 
music icon – Michael Jackson  – 
that signals the end of an amazing 

era of music.
Even though Prince was known 

for his commitment to his Jeho-
vah’s Witness faith, he was not 
known for writing Christian lyr-
ics. Yet, his ability to skillfully 
play nearly 30 musical instru-
ments could only be labeled as 
divine.

When Prince  walked away 
from his recording contracts, 
changed his name and publically 
called himself a slave, some  criti-
cized it as a publicity stunt.  How-
ever, as years progressed and he 
persisted in his fight to maintain 
control over his music, publishing 
rights and brand, it became clear 
that his fight was not just about 
money.

In a 1996 Rolling Stone inter-
view Prince declared, “When you 
stop a man from dreaming, he be-
comes a slave ... If you don’t own 
your master, your master owns 

you.” These words show that  
the  fight was really bout Prince’s 
desire to control and protect the 
products of his creativity.

Perhaps unknowingly Prince 
lived the words of 2 Timothy 1:14 
to “Guard the good deposit that 
was entrusted to you.” For some, 
the good deposit is the God-given 
talent to play, sing or create mu-
sic. Some of us may not be able to 
play, write, produce or dance like 
Prince but we each have a God-
given talent.

Maybe the biggest lesson we 
can learn from Prince’s life is  the 
importance of realizing  how spe-
cial our gifts are and once we do 
that, doing a better job of guard-
ing them.

Rest in peace, Prince!
Shewanda Riley is a Dallas 

Fort Worth-based author who can 
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of May 5

1. Wanna Be Happy?    Kirk Franklin
2. Worth     Anthony Brown & group therAPy
3. Intentional     Travis Greene
4. The Anthem     Todd Dulaney
5. 123 Victory     Kirk Franklin
6. Put A Praise On It    Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard
7. I’m Yours      Casey J
8. I’m Good     Tim Bowman Jr.
9. You’re Mighty     J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
10. Better     Hezekiah Walker

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                 ARTISTS     ALBUM

Prince and Purpose
In our scrip-

ture text, San-
ballat and others 
were trying to 
get Nehemiah 
to stop build-
ing and come 

down to have a conversation 
(Nehemiah 6:1-9). My friends, 
always remember the devil tries 
to stop Christians from doing 
God’s work.

It is important that we exam-
ine ourselves to see where we 
stand before God and to see if 
any area of our lives need repair 
because God has a mission for 
us to complete.  We must be 
busy about our Father’s busi-
ness of seeing souls delivered 
from sin and being saved.

The devil wants nothing 
more than to stop the progress 
and work of God. He wants to 
stop the growth of the church 
and to stop us from carrying a 
burden for lost souls heading to 
hell. He will attempt to get us so 
involved in our own lives that 
we will forget about the dying 
and lost world that needs salva-
tion and deliverance from sin.

We must look past everything 
the enemy is throwing at us. 
Sanballat tried to pull Nehemi-
ah away from the job in many 
ways. In this Christian walk, we 
have to be busy working for the 
Lord and standing against the 
enemies, letting them know that 
we will not quit, for it is a great 
work to build up the kingdom 
of God.

No matter what the enemy’s 
attempts were to stop Nehe-
miah, the walls of Jerusalem 
were built. Nehemiah was de-
termined and committed to 
complete the work that he was 
sent to do. We must never stop 
working for God. We must be 
determined to press the battle 
on.

In the church of God, we 

sing the hymn, “Press the Battle 
On.” Charles W. Naylor penned 
the following verses: “Forward, 
forward is the battle cry, on-
ward, onward to our home on 
high; we will conquer for the 
Lord or die. The foe’s retreat-
ing, press the battle on. For-
ward, forward, put the foe to 
flight, we are battling for the 
truth and right; we shall tri-
umph in Jehovah’s might, then 
do not falter, press the battle on. 
Chorus – Strengthened by the 
mighty pow’r of heaven, we 
shall conquer, we shall conquer; 
till the raging foe afar is driven, 
press the battle on.”

Are we willing to press the 
battle on? Are we doing all we 
can to reach our neighborhoods, 
communities and the lost and 
dying world?

God has great purpose and 
mission for our lives. We find it 
in Matthew 28:18-20, “And Je-
sus came and spake unto them, 
saying, ‘all power is given unto 
Me in heaven and in Earth. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have com-
manded you: And lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.’ Amen.” (KJV)

We must continue to be the 
pillar and ground of the truth.  
We will uphold, defend and 
proclaim the truth that souls 
might be rescued, healed and 
saved. We cannot come down, 
for we are doing a great work.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He is a mem-
ber of the National Association 
of Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.

Having a burden for 
lost souls - Part III

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

www.nhcms.org
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR WHATABURGER

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE SIGN VARIANCES FOR WHATABURGER TO RECEIVE CITIZEN 
INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2016 AT 10:00 A.M. IN 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESI-
DENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE EN-
COURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & LICENSE 
DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

4/28/2016, 5/5/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR RESIDENCE INN

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE SIGN VARIANCES FOR RESIDENCE INN TO RECEIVE CITIZEN 
INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2016 AT 10:00 A.M. IN 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESI-
DENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE EN-
COURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & LICENSE 
DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

4/28/2016, 5/5/2016 

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS 
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR CONCESSIONS CONSULTING

AND FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 017-15

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements of 
Qualifications and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifica-
tions”) to provide professional services for concessions consulting and facility 
improvements to design and expand food, beverage and gift option locations 
at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“Services”).

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifications to perform the Services at 
JMAA’s administrative offices, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-
Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. central time on June 1, 2016 (the “Dead-
line”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifications received after the 
Deadline for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to 
this Request for Statement of Qualifications (“RFQ”) is on file and open for 
public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents 
contains a copy of the RFQ, General Information for Respondents, Informa-
tion Required from Respondents and Criteria for Selection. 

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from 
JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, as 
follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com 

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on 
May 18, 2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the 
Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International 
Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-
Submission Conference is mandatory for all those submitting Statement of 
Qualifications as a Prime Consultant for the Services.

Based on the Statement of Qualifications, JMAA will initiate negotiations with 
the Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an 
agreement, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable 
period of time, then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Respondent. 

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, 
in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an 
agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifications, 
for any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent se-
lected by JMAA to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities 
and irregularities in the selection process.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services solic-
ited by this RFQ.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

4/28/2016, 5/5/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED TEXT
AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF JACKSON ZONING ORDINANCE

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in anywise affect-
ed thereby, that the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, will be conducting 
a public hearing on proposed text amendments to the City of Jackson Official 
Zoning Ordinance as adopted on May 29, 1974 and subsequently amended. 

Amendments to the text of the Zoning ordinance are intended to provide for a 
more efficient Zoning Ordinance and establish more effective zoning regula-
tions for each of the zoning districts. Copies of the proposed text amendments 
are available for review at the Office of City Panning 200 S President Street, 
Suite 204, Jackson, MS 39201. For additional information please submit an 
email to eainsworth@city.jackson.ms.us.

The said proposed text amendments will be heard at the City Planning Board 
Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood 
Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected 
thereby will be heard after which a record will be established upon which the 
City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within 
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator 
before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by 
counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this the 27th  day of  April, 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

5/5/2016 , 5/19/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Timber Falls Tax Increment Financing Plan of 2009, 

as amended 2016
City of Jackson, Mississippi

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held on Tuesday, May 17, 
2016, at 10:00 A.M. in the Council Chambers at the City Hall of the City of 
Jackson, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205, to consider 
an amendment on the Tax Increment Financing Plan entitled Timber Falls, Tax 
Increment Financing Plan of 2009, City of Jackson, Mississippi (the “Original 
TIF Plan”), for consideration by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi (the “City”). The City proposes to use the Original TIF Plan, as amended 
(the “TIF Plan”) in compliance with the Tax Increment Financing Redevelop-
ment Plan, City of Jackson, Mississippi, 1998.

The purpose of the proposed amendment is to: (i) amend the definition of 
the Improvements to be constructed under the Redevelopment Project (as 
defined in the TIF Plan); (ii) increase the estimated total cost of the Redevelop-
ment Project from $2,100,000.00 to $3,000,000.00 in Section 4(b); (iii) adjust 
the projected tax increases in Section 4(b) and Section 7 to the actual tax in-
creases realized between 2009 and 2015; (iv) increase the maximum amount 
of Bonds that may be issued from $2,100,000 to $3,000,000 in Section 7; and 
(v) update the estimates of tax increment revenue resulting from the construc-
tion of the Redevelopment Project. 

The general scope of the TIF Plan is for the City to issue tax increment fi-
nancing revenue bonds in an amount not to exceed Three Million Dollars 
($3,000,000) in order to provide funds for certain, public improvements to sup-
port the Timber Falls Development within the area described in the TIF Plan 
(the “TIF District”).

The Bonds shall be secured solely by a pledge of the City’s incremental in-
crease in ad valorem real and personal property taxes in the TTF District, 
as described in the TIF Plan, and will not be a general obligation of the City 
secured by the full faith, credit, and taxing power of the City or create any other 
pecuniary liability on the part of the City other than the pledge of the incremen-
tal increase in the ad valorem taxes within the TIF District.

Payment of the tax increment financing revenue bonds issued to construct 
such public improvements will be paid as hereinabove set forth and will not 
require an increase in any kind or type of taxes within the City.

Copies of the TIF Plan and Redevelopment Plan are available for examination 
in the office of the City Clerk in Jackson, Mississippi.

This hearing is being called and conducted, and the TIF Plan has been pre-
pared as authorized and required by Sections 21-45-1, et seq., Mississippi 
Code of 1972, as amended.

5/5/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bid

Bid 3041 - Forest Hill High School Mechanical Room Upgrades Project

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Busi-
ness Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 
A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 26, 2016, at which time and place they 
will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Conference concerning 
the project will be held at Forest Hill High School, 3607 Raymond Road, 
Jackson, MS 39212, on May 17, 2016, at 10:00 A.M.  Attendance at the 
pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of 
Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, 
and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar 
days from the date bids are opened.  A $100.00 deposit shall be required 
on each set of plans and specifications, to be refunded upon return of all 
documents in good condition, returned within two weeks of bid opening.  
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Engineer-
ing Resource Group, 350 Edgewood Terrace Drive, Jackson, MS  39206, 
Phone:  601-362-3552,  Fax:  601-366-6418

4/28/2016, 5/5/2016 

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS 
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

FOR CAPITAL PROJECT MANAGEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 004-16

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements of 
Qualifications and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifica-
tions”) to provide professional project management services, in support of 
JMAA’s Capital Development program as a supplement to the incumbent staff.

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifications to perform the Services at 
JMAA’s administrative offices, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-
Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. central time on May 25, 2016 (the “Dead-
line”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifications received after the 
Deadline for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to 
this Request for Statement of Qualifications (“RFQ”) is on file and open for 
public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents 
contains a copy of the RFQ, General Information for Respondents, Informa-
tion Required from Respondents and Criteria for Selection. 

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from 
JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, as 
follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com 

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 10:00 am on May 11, 2016, in 
the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main Terminal Build-
ing at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International 
Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance at the Pre-Submission Conference 
is mandatory for all those submitting Statement of Qualifications as a Prime 
Consultant for the Services.

Based on the Statement of Qualifications, JMAA will initiate negotiations with 
the Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an 
agreement, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable 
period of time, then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Respondent. 

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, 
in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an 
agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifications, 
for any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent se-
lected by JMAA to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities 
and irregularities in the selection process.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services solic-
ited by this RFQ.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
4/28/2016, 5/5/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUES-
DAY, MAY 31, 2016 AT 10:00 A.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF 
CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
39201 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS NAMING THE BUILDING 
THAT HOUSES THE JATRAN MAINTENANCE FACILITY AS THE EL-
PORT CHESS BUILDING IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi Naming the Building 
that Houses the JATRAN Maintenance Facility the Elport Chess Building.  

5/5/2016 5/12/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 3940

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at 
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any 
way affected thereby, that Christ Tabernacle Church has filed with the Plan-
ning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit 
to allow for a daycare/afterschool within a R-1 (Single-Family) Residential 
District on property located at 1201 Cooper Rd., in the First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A certain parcel of land situated in the East ½ of the Northeast ¼ Section 
26, Township 5 North, R 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi, containing 4.73 
acres, more or less, and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at the intersection of the East right-of-way line of Forest Hill Road 
and the South right-of-way of Cooper Road (as now laid out and improved, 
August,1983); run thence North 69 degrees 07 minutes 41 seconds East 
along said South right-of-way line of Cooper Road, for a distance of 428.85 
feet to an iron pin; leaving said South right-of-way line of Cooper Road, run 
South 00 degrees 16 minutes East for a distance of 593.7 feet to an iron pin, 
run thence North 89 degrees 26 minutes 25 seconds West for a distance of 
400.0 feet to an iron pin on said East right-of-way line of  Forest Hill Road; 
run thence North 00 degrees 16 minutes East alone said East right-of-way 
line of Forest Hill Road for a distance of 437.0 feet to the POINT OF BEGIN-
NING.

A certain parcel of land situated in the East ½ of the Northeast ¼ Section 26, 
Township 5 North, Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi, containing 8.20 
acres, more of less and being more particularly described as follows: 

Commence at the intersection of the East right-of-way line of Forest Hill 
Road with the South right-of-way line of Cooper Road (as now laid out and 
improved, August, 1983); run thence North 69 degrees 07 minutes 41 sec-
onds East along said South right-of-way line of Cooper Road for a distance 
of914.72 feet to an iron pin and the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of 
land herein described; continue thence North 69 degrees 07 minutes 41 sec-
onds East along said South right-of-way line of Cooper Road for a distance 
of 443.93 feet to an iron pin; leaving and said South right-of-way line of Coo-
per Road, run South 00 degrees 14 minutes 08 seconds East for a distance 
of 933.52 feet to an iron pin; run thence North 89 degrees 26 minutes 25 
seconds West for a distance of 422.42 feet to an iron pin; run thence North 
00 degrees 16 minutes West for a distance of 771.24 feet to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING.

A certain parcel of land situated in the East ½ of the Northeast ¼ Section 
26, Township 5, North, Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi, containing 
7.10 acres, more or less, and being more particularly described as follows: 

Commence at the intersection of the East right-of-way line of Forest Hill 
Road with the South right-of-way line of Cooper Road {as now laid out and 
improved, August, 1983); run thence North 69 degrees 07 minutes 41sec-
onds East along said South right-of-way line of Cooper Road for a distance 
of 428.85 feet to an iron pin and the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of 
land herein described; continue thence North 69 degrees 07 minutes 41 sec-
onds East along said South right-of-way line of Cooper Road for a distance 
of 485.87 feet to an iron pin, leaving said South right-of-way line of Cooper 
Road; run thence South 00 degrees 16 minutes East for a distance of 771.24 
feet to an iron pin; run thence North 89 degrees 26 minutes 25 seconds West 
for a distance of 453.18 feet to an iron pin; run thence North 00 degrees 16 
minutes West for a distance of 593.7 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
May 25, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will 
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of April 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

5/5/2016 , 5/19/2016 
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Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Franklin 50 Blowout Sale
Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.
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Franklin 50
•Up to 64 Guns Capacity
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•Mechanical Lock
•Door Accessory Panel

$2399
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Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 
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Discount Gun Safe
Franklin 50

For a limited time, choose two free perks for a savings 
of up to $2150 when you join us on almost any cruise*.
CHOOSE YOURS AND GO!  Availability is limited - act fast!

Call to Book Today!  800-806-6687

OUR BEST OFFER EVER JUST GOT BETTER!

40% OFF
UP TO

SELECT SAILINGS
2 FREE

CHOOSE

PERKS

Classic Beverage Package
Prepaid Gratuities

Unlimited Internet
Up to $150 Onboard Credit

ALASKA
 CARIBBEAN

EUROPE

*Offer and prices are subject to availability and change without notice, capacity controlled, and not applicable 
to charters or contracted groups. Refer to celebritycruises.com for additional terms and conditions.
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 3938

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Billy Pollard DBA R. V. Repair & Sales 
Inc. has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an applica-
tion requesting a Rezoning from C80-C3 (General) Commercial District 
to C-3 (General) Commercial District with a Use Permit, for the sale of 
used travel trailers on property located at 4749 Hwy 80 W., in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as:

From the Northwest corner of  Lot 1, Block  C of  Westhaven Heights Sub-
division as recorded in Plat Book 6 at Page 26 in the Chancery Clerk’s 
Office of Hinds County in Jackson, Mississippi, run thence Southeasterly 
along the Southerly right of way line of U.S. Highway 80, a distance of 
250.6 feet to the point of beginning of the following described parcel of 
land; from said point of  beginning continue Southeasterly along said right 
of way line, a distance of 214.6 feet; thence turn an angle of 60 degrees 
36 minutes and run Southerly, a distance of 224.5 feet; thence tum an 
angle right of 107 degrees 14 minutes and run Northwesterly, a distance 
of 181.75 feet; thence tum an angle right 32 minutes 57 seconds and 
run Northwesterly, a distance of 104.14 feet; thence turn an angle right 
73 degrees 37 minutes 52 seconds and run Northeasterly, a distance of 
228.31 feet to the point of beginning, containing 1.29 acres more or less, 
and being part of Section 2, Township 5 North, Range 1 West, City of 
Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 
200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednes-
day, May 25, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected 
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a 
record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make 
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made 
in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on 
said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need 
for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of April 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

5/5/2016 , 5/19/2016 
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 3939

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 
3G at page 115 thereof, notice is Chey Johnson DBA J & J Wholesale, 
Inc. has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an applica-
tion requesting a Rezoning from C80-C3 (General) Commercial District 
to C-3 (General) Commercial District with a Use Permit, to operate a 
Used Car Dealership on property located at 3246 Hwy 80 W., in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as:

A parcel of land situated in the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 7, Town-
ship 5 North, Range 1 East, City of Jackson, 1st Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi and also being part of lots 10 and 14 of Jackson 
College Community Farms, (plat book B, page 95) and being more par-
ticularly described as follows:

Commence at the intersection of the north right-of-way line of U.S. High-
way 80 and the south right-of-way line of Lynch Street (as now they are 
both laid out and improved);

Run thence S60°30’00”E along said north right-of-way line of U.S. High-
way 80 for a distance of 416.13 feet to a set ½” iron pin and the Point of 
Beginning;

Run thence S61°30’22”E along said north right-of-way line for a distance 
of 150.00 feet to a chiseled “X” in concrete;

Run thence N00°27’28”E departing said north right-of-way line for a dis-
tance of 264.70 feet to a set ½” iron pin;

Run thence S89°35’06”W for a distance of 131.36 feet to a found ½” iron 
pin; 
Run thence S00°46’18”W for a distance of 192.20 feet to the Point of 
Beginning, 
Containing 0.69 Acres, more or less,
The above described parcel being the same parcel as described in Deed 
Book 6378, Page 781.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 
200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednes-
day, May 25, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected 
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a 
record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make 
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made 
in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on 
said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need 
for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 27th day of April 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

5/5/2016 , 5/19/2016 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
East Village Estates Tax Increment Financing Plan of 2016

City of Jackson, Mississippi

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
May 17, 2016, at 10:00 A.M. in the Council Chambers at the City Hall of 
the City of Jackson, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 
39205, to consider the Tax Increment Financing Plan entitled East Village 
Estates, Tax Increment Financing Plan of 2016, City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi (the “TIF Plan”), for consideration by the City Council of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi (the “City”). The City proposes to use the TIF Plan in 
compliance with the Tax Increment Financing Redevelopment Plan, City 
of Jackson, Mississippi, 1998.

The general scope of the TIF Plan is for the City to issue tax increment 
financing revenue bonds in an amount not to exceed Seven Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($700,000) in order to provide funds for certain, public 
improvements as set forth in the TIF plan to support the East Village 
Estates Development generally located inside of the following street grid: 
west and south of existing railroad, east of Bailey Avenue and north of 
Woodrow Wilson Blvd., as more specifically set forth in the TIF Plan (the 
“TIF District”).

The Bonds shall be secured solely by a pledge of the City’s incremental 
increase in ad valorem real and personal property taxes in the TTF Dis-
trict, as described in the TIF Plan, and will not be a general obligation of 
the City secured by the full faith, credit, and taxing power of the City or 
create any other pecuniary liability on the part of the City other than the 
pledge of the incremental increase in the ad valorem taxes within the TIF 
District.

Payment of the tax increment financing revenue bonds issued to con-
struct such public improvements will be paid as hereinabove set forth and 
will not require an increase in any kind or type of taxes within the City.

Copies of the TIF Plan and Redevelopment Plan are available for exami-
nation in the office of the City Clerk in Jackson, Mississippi.

This hearing is being called and conducted, and the TIF Plan has been 
prepared as authorized and required by Sections 21-45-1, et seq., Mis-
sissippi Code of 1972, as amended.

5/5/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Helm Place Tax Increment Financing Plan of 2016

City of Jackson, Mississippi

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held on Tuesday, May 
17, 2016, at 10:00 A.M. in the Council Chambers at the City Hall of the 
City of Jackson, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205, 
to consider the Tax Increment Financing Plan entitled Helm Place, Tax 
Increment Financing Plan of 2016, City of Jackson, Mississippi (the “TIF 
Plan”), for consideration by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi (the “City”). The City proposes to use the TIF Plan in compliance 
with the Tax Increment Financing Redevelopment Plan, City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, 1998.

The general scope of the TIF Plan is for the City to issue tax increment 
financing revenue bonds in an amount not to exceed One Million Two 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,200,000) in order to provide funds for 
certain, public improvements as set forth in the TIF Plan, to support the 
Helm Place Development generally located inside the following street 
grid: west of N. Lamar Street, south of Fortification St., east of Mill St. 
and north of High St. as more particularly described in the TIF Plan (the 
“TIF District”).

The Bonds shall be secured solely by a pledge of the City’s incremental 
increase in ad valorem real and personal property taxes in the TTF Dis-
trict, as described in the TIF Plan, and will not be a general obligation of 
the City secured by the full faith, credit, and taxing power of the City or 
create any other pecuniary liability on the part of the City other than the 
pledge of the incremental increase in the ad valorem taxes within the TIF 
District.

Payment of the tax increment financing revenue bonds issued to con-
struct such public improvements will be paid as hereinabove set forth and 
will not require an increase in any kind or type of taxes within the City.

Copies of the TIF Plan and Redevelopment Plan are available for exami-
nation in the office of the City Clerk in Jackson, Mississippi.

This hearing is being called and conducted, and the TIF Plan has been 
prepared as authorized and required by Sections 21-45-1, et seq., Mis-
sissippi Code of 1972, as amended.

5/5/2016
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR SECURITY GUARD SERVICES

Requirments:

All companies submitting a proposal on the RFP must have the proper license 
to operate such a business and be registered to do business in the State of 
Mississippi. The security guards to be utilized under this contract must possess 
the training and skills needed to ensure safety and protect the various assets of 
the City of Jackson.  Properly trained and skilled security guards are needed to 
ensure safety and protect assets.

 A. The proposed hourly rate shall include security guard services as scheduled 
by various departments within the City. The department/division shall provide 
specific information regarding the premises being guarded as well as access to 
the specific areas being protected.

 B. During the term of the agreed upon contract, should the Federal minimum 
wage requirements be adjusted, the vendor shall have the right to adjust their 
hourly rate to reflect the increase at the same rate as prescribed in the Federal 
Minimum Wage Law.

 C. All vendors must have four (4) or more years of experience in providing se-
curity services to businesses.  The successful proposal vendor must provide a 
minimum of four (4) client references for which services have been provided for 
a minimum of two (2) years; No relatives.  The list must be included with the RFP 
along with a contact person and telephone number.

THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SECURITY GUARDS BEING 
USED

 • The applicant used must be at least 18 years of age for use as an unarmed 
security guard.
 • The applicant used for armed security guards must be at least 21 years of age 
and have received firearm training and be able to recertify at the firearm training 
academy.
 • The applicant must have a High School Diploma or G.E.D.
 • The applicant must be legally and mentally competent and he of good moral 
character (No diagnosed mental illness).
 • The applicant must not have a disability which would prevent performance of 
duties.
 • The applicant must not have any felony conviction and be free of convictions 
including probation for five (5) years for serious crimes or crimes involving fire-
arms, shoplifting or violence.
 • The applicant must pass a drug screening test.
 • The applicant must be a citizen of the United States or registered resident alien.
 • A list of all security guards to be used under this contract must be provided with 
this proposal.
 • Retired Police Officers or current Police Officers may be used for security 
guards provided they also have not been convicted of a felony and be free of 
convictions including probation for five (5) years for a serious crime or those 
involving firearms, shop-lifting or violence.
 • All guards shall meet the standards in appearance.  Employees’ appearance 
will be neat; well groomed, and present a professional image. No visible tattoos 
(gang affiliated), racial, ethnic, or religious discrimination brands.
 
 D. The City may require documentation to verify such personnel training have 
been accomplished.  All personnel must possess and maintain a current State 
of Mississippi Driver’s License; and other license or permits required to perform 
security duties as they are related to the agreement.  In addition, all guards must 
provide proof that within the past twelve (12) months they have qualified with the 
firearm being used on duty and later qualify under the agreement.
 
E. The vendor shall be responsible for the screening of all potential security per-
sonnel who may be used in providing security services during the terms of the 
agreement. However, information concerning background checks, drug testing 
and employment references must be provided to the City for each candidate 
prior to their access to City properties.  The City shall have the opportunity to 
interview, accept or reject any candidate provided by the Vendor.

MATERIAL AND SUPPLIES

 A. The vendor shall provide all personnel with appropriate uniforms, firearms, 
ammunition or any supplies required to perform security duties.  All security per-
sonnel working for the City under the agreement shall be in uniform at all times 
while on duty for the City.
 
Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 1:00 
p.m. Central Standard time on  May 12, 2016, at City Hall, located at 219 South 
President 39201.  Please provide a proposal for armed guards and unarmed 
guards.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting.  Therefore, the City of Jackson requests that prospective vendors 
and contractors carefully examine their method of selecting  subcontractors  and  
suppliers,  to  ensure  that  they  are  not  either  actively, or passively, dis-
criminating against Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs) and Female Business 
Enterprises (FBEs). As a bidder seeking to do business with the City of Jack-
son, you are expected to adhere to a policy of non-discrimination, and to make 
the maximum practicable effort to ensure that historically underutilized firms are 
given an opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts financed in 
whole, or in part, with City funds.  For further details about complying with this 
ordinance, please contact the Office of Economic Development, phone number 
601-960-1638.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan applications and copies of 
the program are available at 200 South President Street, 2nd floor, Jackson, 
Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all 
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invita-
tion and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, National 
origin or sex in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating 
and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, em-
ployment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corpora-
tions, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek 
to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, 
to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for 
employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any 
informalities or irregularities therein. 

Lee D. Vance  Gus McCoy
Chief of Police  Chief Administrative Officer

5/5/2016  5/12/2016

LEGAL

Jackson Convention Complex
 
SMG, manager of the Jackson Convention Complex, has issued a Re-
quest for Proposal (RFP) for full-coverage HVAC service and mainte-
nance.
 
For more information and instructions on how to respond, please vis-
it http://jacksonconventioncomplex.com/about/business/ to download the 
RFQ document.

4/28/2016  5/5/2016 
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Long-Term Regular Use Of Body/Talcum Powder Has
Been Linked To The Development Of Ovarian Cancer.

If you or a loved one developed ovarian cancer after 
long-term regular use of Body/Talcum Powder,

You May Be Entitled
To Compensation!

Call Attorney Thomas W. Brock
McComb, MS  800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Attorney’s Fee unless you make recovery.
Cases may be referred to other attorneys for principal responsibility.

Free background information available upon request.
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Thomas Brock
Ovarian Cancer

Do not run in McComb and Magnolia.

7 Out of 10...

Read A Newspaper Weekly!
Shouldn’t your business ad be in newspapers?

Discounted advertising network rates available 
for those who need to run ads in multiple markets.

Mississippi Press Services
Call or E-Mail Sue Hicks at -

601-981-3060 or shicks@mspress.org
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MS Press Services
7 Out of 10

CALL US! WE CAN HELP

800-400-9630

Confused about your
Medicare Options?
Paying too much for your current 
Supplemental Medicare plan?

Save up to 65% by 
comparing TOP carriers 
in your area! Call Now! Get a FREE no obligation 

review of your 
Medicare options. 

Compare every plan in your area 
with the lowest rates!

Compare top carriers costs and 

Compare your plan to current 
market rates!

Friendly service, hassle free & no 
obligation to sign up!

MedicareFAQ (Elite Insurance 
Partners) helps individuals 
understand all Medicare options, 
including original Medicare 
Parts A or B or any of the other 
Supplemental Medicare plans like; 
Medicare Supplements (Medigap), 
Medicare Advantage (Part C) or 
Prescription Drugs (Part D).

LEARN about the plans, COMPARE the different types of plans, and SAVE 
on the plan of your choice! Speak with a licensed adviser today!

This is a solicitation for insurance. Not a branch of 
Medicare or any other government agency.

CALL US! WE CAN HELP
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Medicare FAQ
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Tupelo CVB
May/June Events
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Reeds Metals
Mobile Home Roofing

MEDICAL BILLING SPECIALISTS
NEEDED! Train at home for a career
working with Medical Billing and
Insurance Claims. Online training can get
you ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

$1000 WEEKLY POSSIBLE!! Mailing
brochures from home. Helping home
workers since 2001. Genuine opportunity.
No experience required. Start immediate-
ly. www.CentralMailing.Net

CDL-A TRAINING. $500 - $1,000
Incentive Bonus. No Out of Pocket
Tuition Cost! Get your CDL in 22 days.
Paid training after graduation.
Accommodations provided if you live
50+ miles from Jackson. 6 day refresher
courses available. Minimum 21 years of
age. 844-689-3747. EOE. www.kllm-
drivingacademy.com
DRIVER TRAINEES NOW BEING
TRAINED AND HIRED for McElroy Truck
Lines. No OTR! Guaranteed Home
Every Weekend! Local CDL Training.
Earn $55k - $60k. Call Today. 1-888-
540-7364

L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team driv-
ers needed to run from S.E. to West
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 1-800-647-5494.
OWNER OPERATORS ONLY! 80%
Gross on Flatbed Freight! Home
Weekends. Permits Provided. File / Pay /
Fuel Taxes. Owner Operators Lease
Today! CDL-A, 25 years, 2 years OTR
experience. 870-336-9051.

TIRES: 4 - Pro-Comp. All terrain with 6
hole rims. 33X12.50R15LT. $350. 601-
253-6535

MOTORCYCLE: 2007 DL650 Suzuki.
4,826 miles. $3,080. 601-253-6536

AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
learn more.
DISH TV 190 CHANNELS plus
Highspeed Internet Only
$49.95/mo! Ask about a 3 year price
guarantee & get Netflix included for 1
year!  Call Today 1-800-319-2526
FAST INTERNET! HughesNet
Satellite Internet. High-Speed.
Available anywhere. Speeds to 15 mbps.
Starting at $59.99 month. Call for Limited
Time Price? 1-800-473-5281

SAVE ON INTERNET AND TV BUN-
DLES! Order the best exclusive cable and
satellite deals in your area! If eligible, get
up to $300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL
NOW! 1-800-375-1482
SWITCH to DIRECTV and get a $300
Gift Card. FREE Whole-Home Genie
HD/DVR upgrade. Starting at
$19.99/mo.  New Customers Only.  Don't
settle for cable.
Call Now 1-800-215-6713

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165,  24/7. 
LUNG CANCER? And 60 Years Old?  If
So, You And Your Family May Be Entitled
To A Significant Cash Award.  Call  800-
290-7193 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No
Money Out Of Pocket.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a lF o r  R e n t

C o m p u t e r s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - A t  H o m e

F o r  S a l e

M o t o r c y c l e s

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

Week of May 01, 2016

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

Driver Trainees
Now

Being Trained & Hired for
McElroy Truck Lines

NO OTR! GUARANTEED
HOME EVERY WEEKEND!

*Local CDL Training*
Earn $55k - $60k

Call Today
1-888-540-7364

1,300 Sq. Ft.
Office Space
For Lease

North Jackson
601-981-3060

PURRRRR-Fect...
Advertising

Solution! 

Statewide
Classifieds!

97 newspapers for one low rate!

To order your advertising, call:

Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

May01_MCAN

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Family members of L.C. Greenwood celebrated his NFL accomplishments and life April 22 at Canton High School.

Family members of four-time 
Super Bowl winner L.C. Green-
wood presented his “Gold Ball” 
from the NFL to his alma mater 
Canton High School April 22.

As it celebrates the 50th An-
niversary of the Super Bowl, 
the NFL is giving this honor to 
every player or head coach who 
graduated from their school and 
was on an active Super Bowl 
roster.

The Canton Public School 
District is proud of Green-
wood’s accomplishments and 
is honored to accept his “Gold 
Ball” that will inspire genera-
tions to come.

L.C. Henderson Greenwood 
was born on Sept. 8, 1946 to 
Moses and Eliza Greenwood.  
He was the first of nine children 
born in Canton. Greenwood 
attended Cameron Street El-
ementary School and graduated 
from Rogers High School, (now 
Canton High School), in 1965, 

where his football career began.  
His Jersey No. 71 was retired by 
Canton High School in 2006.

Greenwood was awarded a 
four-year college scholarship to 
Arkansas AM&N College, (now 
University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff) in 1965, where he played 
college football as a starter and 
graduated with a bachelor’s de-
gree in industrial education in 
1969.

Family members say to ev-
eryone’s amazement, including 
Greenwood’s, he was drafted by 
the Pittsburgh Steelers as a 10th 
Round Draft Choice in 1969.  
He spent his 13-year NFL career 
with the Steelers.

Greenwood worked his way 
from the cotton fields to the 
board room.

He had several accomplish-
ments and professional affilia-
tions.

He was selected as Ebony All 
American Lineman in the SWAC 
Conference while at Arkansas 

AM&N College in 1968. He be-
came a starter for the Steelers in 
1971 after leading the team with 
8.5 quarterback sacks. As a left 
defensive end, Greenwood went 
on to become a member of the 
infamous “Steel Curtain,” of 
the Pittsburgh Steelers, where 
he earned the nickname, “Hol-
lywood Bags.”

In his 13-year career with the 
Steelers, Greenwood racked up 
73.5 quarterback sacks, the sec-
ond Steeler ever to accomplish 
this feat. He will always be re-
membered for his quarterback 
letter, stating, “Dear Quarter-
back: I am sorry for the way I 
treated you!”

Greenwood played in five Su-
per Bowls, winning four Super 
Bowl rings. He also played in 
six Pro-Bowls. He was a mem-
ber of the “1970 Team of the 
Decade” and a member of the 
75th Silver Anniversary Super 
Bowl Team.

He was inducted into the Can-

ton High School Hall of Fame 
in 2006. He was a six-time 
nominee of the NFL Pro-Foot-
ball Hall of Fame and inducted 
into the Black College Football 
Hall of Fame in February 2015. 
He will be inducted into the 
MEAC/SWAC Legends Hall of 
Fame Sept. 6.

His family was awarded a 
proclamation of recognition for 
his outstanding citizenship from 
Canton Mayor Arnel Bolden.

He was inducted into the Mis-
sissippi Hall of Fame in 1996 
and the Arkansas Hall of Fame. 

March 3, 1975 was officially 
named the “L.C. Greenwood 
Day” in Canton, where he was 
honored with a luncheon with 
former Gov. William Winter. He 
was given a key to the city by 

then Mayor Harry Baldwin and 
also received special awards 
from the Canton Chapter of the 
NAACP and the Madison Coun-
ty Union for Progress 

Greenwood served in the U. S. 
Army as a National Guard Re-
serve. He was a member of the 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity and a 
lifetime member of the NAACP. 
He was also a member of the 
American Federation of Theater 
and Radio, the American Screen 
Actors Guild and a member of 
the American Federation of TV.

He owned several business 
ventures and served on numer-
ous Boards in the greater Pitts-
burgh area.

He was also a motivational 
speaker.

His  charitable affiliations in-

cluded the American Disability 
Association and the Sickle Cell 
Foundation.

After retiring from profes-
sional football, Greenwood’s 
passion was gold, where he trav-
eled around the world partici-
pating and sponsoring benefit 
Gold Tournaments.

He died from sepsis while in 
the hospital in Pittsburgh Sept. 
29, 2014, three weeks after his 
67th birthday. His survivors in-
clude his son, Fernando Green-
wood; daughter, Lason Chelsea 
Greenwood; and eight siblings.

Family members say Green-
wood’s  greatest legacy is that 
he was a man of God and al-
ways gave back because “to 
whom much is given, much is 
required.”

NFL honors L.C. Greenwood
Canton native, Steelers star 

Annie Greenwood presents the “Gold Ball” to Canton Public School District representatives.

L.C. Greenwood  AP FILE PHOTO Gold Ball

Special to The Mississippi Link



OPINION

Last Satur-
day, President 
Obama attend-
ed his eighth 
and final White 
House Corre-
spondents Din-

ner as president. Below are my 
favorite Obama zingers from 
the night:

I do apologize – I know I 
was a little late tonight. I was 
running on C.P.T. – which 
stands for “jokes that white 
people should not make.” 

My eighth and final appear-
ance at this unique event. And 
I am excited. If this material 
works well, I’m going to use 
it at Goldman Sachs next year. 
Earn me some serious Tub-
mans.

Next year at this time, some-
one else will be standing here 
in this very spot, and it’s any-
one’s guess who she will be.

But the prospect of leaving 
the White House is a mixed 
bag. You might have heard that 
someone jumped the White 
House fence last week, but I 
have to give Secret Service 
credit – they found Michelle, 
brought her back, she’s safe 
back at home now.

I love Joe Biden, I really do. 
And I want to thank him for his 
friendship, for his counsel, for 
always giving it to me straight, 
for not shooting anybody in 
the face.

We’ve got the bright new 
face of the Democratic Par-
ty here tonight – Mr. Bernie 
Sanders! There he is – Bernie! 
Bernie, you look like a million 

bucks.  Or to put it in terms 
you’ll understand, you look 
like 37,000 donations of 27 
dollars each.

And then there’s Ted Cruz. 
Ted had a tough week. He went 
to Indiana – Hoosier country 
–stood on a basketball court, 
and called the hoop a “bas-
ketball ring.” What else is in 
his lexicon? Baseball sticks? 
Football hats? But sure, I’m 
the foreign one.

The Republican establish-
ment is incredulous that he is 
their most likely nominee – in-
credulous, shocking. They say 
Donald lacks the foreign poli-
cy experience to be president. 
But, in fairness, he has spent 
years meeting with leaders 
from around the world: Miss 
Sweden, Miss Argentina, Miss 
Azerbaijan.

Comedian Larry Wilmore 
gave a mixed performance at 
the White House Correspon-
dents Dinner and was justifi-
ably criticized for closing his 
stand-up routine with, “So, Mr. 
President, if I’m going to keep 
it 100: Yo, Barry, you did it, 
my n---ger. You did it.”

The n-word is one of the 
most obnoxious words in the 
English language and should 
never be used – period. And it 
definitely should not be used 
when addressing the nation’s 
first black president in public 
or in private.

Many of Wilmore’s jokes 
simply were not funny. But he 
did manage to land quite a few 
on target:

Well, welcome to “Negro 
Night” here at the Washington 
Hilton, or as Fox News will 

report, “Two thugs disrupt el-
egant dinner in D.C.”

And not to throw any shade, 
but Fox News is the highest-
rated cable news channel 
among viewers who have no 
idea what “shade” means.

I think Fox News secretly 
likes Beyoncé, though. They 
just renamed “The Kelly File,” 
“Becky with the good hair.”

MSNBC - MSNBC here 
tonight? No? Which actually 
now stands for “Missing a Sig-
nificant Number of Black Cor-
respondents.” Am I wrong? 
They like fired Melissa Harris-
Perry, they canceled Joy Reid, 
they booted Touré. I heard they 
put Chris Hayes on probation 
because they thought he was 
related to Isaac Hayes. That’s 
wrong.

You know, I should say some 
of America’s finest black jour-
nalists are here tonight. Don 
Lemon’s here, too.

But to say a little bit about 
me, so, I am a black man who 
replaced a white man who pre-
tended to be a TV newscaster. 
So, yeah, in that way Lester 
Holt and I have a lot in com-
mon.

President’s hair is so white it 
keeps saying “all lives matter.”

All I’m saying is that in less 
than eight years, Mr. President, 
you’ve busted two time-hon-
ored stereotypes. Black does 
crack, and apparently once 
you go black, it looks like we 
are going back. Thanks, Ben 
Carson.

Lots of big news this year, 
the Treasury promised to put 
Harriet Tubman’s face on the 
$10 bill, but now we have to 

wait until 2030 for the $20 bill. 
Yeah. Man, women haven’t 
been this deceived by a bill 
since Cosby.

Donald Trump said that if 
Hillary Clinton were a man, 
he didn’t think she’d get 5 per-
cent of the vote. Okay, alright, 
alright. First of all, if Hillary 
Clinton were suddenly a man, 
her biggest problem would be 
finding a bathroom she’d be 
allowed to use in North Caro-
lina.

And I can’t understand why 
everyone treats Donald Trump 
with kid gloves. And then I re-
alized they’re the only gloves 
that’ll fit his stupid, little baby 
hands.

And this is your last year 
in office, right, so now your 
legacy begins. So I wanna 
talk about what you’re leav-
ing behind, and I don’t mean 
the black Jesus in the Lincoln 
bedroom...No, I’m just saying, 
make sure you take all of your 
culturally specific items with 
you so you can get your securi-
ty deposit back, Mr. President.

George E. Curry is president 
and CEO of George Curry 
Media, LLC. He is the for-
mer editor-in-chief of Emerge 
magazine and the National 
Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation News Service. He is a 
keynote speaker, moderator 
and media coach. Curry can 
be reached through his Web 
site, georgecurry.com. You can 
also follow him at twitter.com/
currygeorge, George E. Curry 
Fan Page on Facebook, and 
Periscope. See previous col-
umns at http://www.george-
curry.com/columns.

Every day 
I wear a pair 
of medallions 
around my neck 
with portraits of 
two of my role 
models: Harriet 

Tubman and Sojourner Truth. 
As a child, I read books about 
Harriet Tubman and the Un-
derground Railroad. She and 
indomitable and eloquent slave 
woman Sojourner Truth rep-
resent countless thousands of 
anonymous slave women whose 
bodies and minds were abused 
and whose voices were muted 
by slavery, Jim Crow, segrega-
tion and confining gender roles 
throughout our nation’s history.

Although Harriet Tubman 
could not read books, she could 
read the stars to find her way 
north to freedom. And she freed 
not only herself from slavery, but 
returned to slave country again 
and again through forests and 
streams and across mountains to 
lead other slaves to freedom at 
great personal danger. She was 
tough. She was determined. She 
was fearless. She was shrewd 
and she trusted God completely 
to deliver her, and other fleeing 
slaves, from pursuing captors 
who had placed a bounty on her 
life.

“’Twa’nt me. ‘Twas the Lord. 
I always told Him, I trust You. I 
don’t know where to go or what 
to do, but I expect You to lead 
me. And He always did...On my 
underground railroad, I never 
ran my train off the track and I 

never lost a passenger,” she was 
quoted as saying. No train, bus 
or airline company can match 
this former slave woman’s safe-
ty record. And few of us could 
match her faithful partnership 
with God, determination to be 
free and willingness to help oth-
ers to be free without thought 
about self-sacrifice.

Now the entire nation will pay 
public homage to Harriet Tub-
man’s devotion to freedom, and 
also honor Sojourner Truth and 
other great women and Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. who never 
stopped demanding and working 
to assure that America lives up 
to its declared creed of freedom, 
life, liberty, pursuit of happiness 
and equality for all.

Kudos to the Treasury De-
partment which has announced 
that Harriet Tubman’s face will 
grace the front of the redesigned 
$20 bill, making her the first 
woman in more than a century 
and first African American ever 
to be represented on the face of 
an American paper note.

And it’s wonderful that she 
will not be alone. Sojourner 
Truth and women suffragette 
activists and leaders will be fea-
tured on the back of the $10 bill. 
Great contralto and opera singer 
Marian Anderson, for whom I 
was named and about whom 
great conductor Arturo Tosca-
nini said, “yours is a voice such 
as one hears once in a hundred 
years,” will be featured on the 
back of the $5 bill.

First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt 
arranged for Anderson to per-
form at the Lincoln Memorial 

before 75,000 in 1939 after the 
Daughters of the American Rev-
olution refused to let her sing at 
Constitution Hall because she 
was not white. Roosevelt and 
Dr. King will grace the back 
of the $5 bill rounding out the 
inspiring group of determined 
moral warriors who expanded 
the civil and human rights of 
women, people of color and all 
of us.

Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew 
said he had an ‘a ha’ moment 
after recognizing the ground-
swell of public response to his 
announcement that the Treasury 
Department was considering 
changing the design of the $10 
bill. To so many people these 
new treasury bills will be much 
more than pieces of paper.

For too long, and for too many, 
money has been the most power-
ful symbol of what we value as a 
nation. The faces of Harriet Tub-
man, Sojourner Truth, Marian 
Anderson, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Alice 
Paul, Susan B. Anthony, Lucre-
tia Mott and Martin Luther King 
Jr. on American currency will 
send powerful messages about 
who  we are as Americans and 
what we strive to become.

The new bills also will power-
fully remind all Americans and 
teach our children and grand-
children that black history and 
women’s history are American 
history. They will take us a gi-
ant step forward towards healing 
our nation’s profoundly crip-
pling birth defects of slavery, 
Native American genocide, and 
exclusion of all women and non-

propertied men of all races from 
our electoral process and ensur-
ing full participation in our na-
tion’s life.

It is so important to make sure 
all of our children can see their 
ancestors pictured on something 
as basic as the money used ev-
ery day by countless millions 
and this will deepen the mean-
ing of how we define success in 
America.

And to black children who re-
main the poorest group in Amer-
ica, I hope Harriet Tubman and 
Sojourner Truth become anchor 
reminders of their great heritage 
of strength, courage, faith and 
belief in the equality of women 
and people of every color. 

None of us must ever give up 
fighting for freedom and equal-
ity and human dignity however 
tough the road. I hope all of our 
children and all of us will be 
inspired anew by our diverse 
and rich heritages and cultures 
as Americans and renew our 
determination to build a level 
playing field in our nation for 
every child and help our nation 
shine a brighter beacon of hope 
in a world hungering for moral 
example.

Marian Wright Edelman is 
president of the Children’s De-
fense Fund whose Leave No 
Child Behind® mission is to en-
sure every child a Healthy Start, 
a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe 
Start and a Moral Start in life 
and successful passage to adult-
hood with the help of caring 
families and communities.

For more information go to  
www.childrensdefense.org

Another base-
ball season has 
opened, and with 
it, Major League 
Baseball’s an-
nual homage to 
Jack Roosevelt 

Robinson, more popularly 
known as Jackie Robinson, 
whose breaking baseball’s 
color barrier with the Brooklyn 
Dodgers was one of the late 
1940s’ harbingers of the Civil 
Rights Movement of the 1950s 
and 1960s.

This year, the tribute to Rob-
inson was complemented by 
documentarian Ken Burns’ su-
perb exploration on the Public 
Broadcasting System of Robin-
son’s life and the American so-
ciety of the mid-20th century.

As Burns shows, Robinson’s 
importance to all of America’s 
20th century history can’t be 
overstated. Branch Rickey, the 
Dodgers owner who consid-
ered integrating baseball his 
mission, “needed a soldier” 
in the fight for racial equality, 
as Rachel Robinson, Jackie’s 
widow, says in the documen-
tary: someone whose inner 
strength and unshakable al-
legiance to black Americans’ 
struggle would enable him to 
stoically withstand the venom-
ous racism within baseball’s 
ranks, and among many of its 
fans and other whites through-
out the country. (One can get 
a sense of what Robinson en-
dured from the misogynistic 
abuse hurled now at many 
female sports reporters and 
sportswriters via social media.)

But Robinson’s cloaked 
anger likely intensified his 
naturally fierce competitive in-
stincts on the diamond. Smart 
at bat and swift and daring on 
the base paths, he won the Na-
tional League’s Rookie of the 
Year Award and two years later 
captured the League’s Most 
Valuable Player honor.

Two decades before the Yan-
kees star Reggie Jackson said 
of himself that he was “the 
straw that stirs the drink,” Jack 
Roosevelt Robinson was that 
not just for the Dodgers; he 
was that for black America, 
too.

This isn’t to slight all the 
work civil rights activists were 
engaged in in the late 1940s. 
Rather, it’s to underscore that 
then, unlike the crowded pro-
fessional sports world of to-
day, baseball reigned supreme, 
literally worshipped as the 
uniquely “American” game. 
Its mythic designation, which 
took shape in the 19th century, 
undoubtedly contributed to the 
Major League teams’ de facto 
agreement to bar black play-
ers in 1897 – one year after the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s legal-
ized racism in the infamous 
Plessy decision.

So, Robinson’s breaking 
baseball’s color barrier had 
meaning far beyond the game 
itself.

He “represented,” as well as 
any one individual could, black 
Americans’ confidence in their 
fitness as American citizens 
and their unceasing determi-
nation to claim their rightful 
place in American society.

Much of the telling of the 
Jackie Robinson story has fo-
cused on that broader history 
of the cost of racism to blacks 
generally and to him specifi-
cally.

The latter truth is especially 

poignant when one consid-
ers that because of the Major 
League’s racist rule, Robinson, 
who was a multi-sport star in 
high school in the late 1930s, 
effectively lost a full decade of 
a career in the Major Leagues.

But there’s another facet to 
the Jackie Robinson story that’s 
too little discussed, or even no-
ticed. That is what racism – the 
banning of black players from 
the Major Leagues – cost Ma-
jor League baseball itself.

We can see one dramatic 
example of that by consider-
ing Robinson’s pre-Brooklyn 
Dodgers experience with an-
other Major League team: the 
Boston Red Sox.

It’s well known that in 1945 
Robinson endured a “sham try-
out” with the Red Sox, whose 
owner was fully committed 
to preserving baseball’s color 
barrier.

The Dodgers and Robinson 
himself reaped the benefit. In 
his rookie year and for five 
more times during his 10-
year career, Robinson and the 
Dodgers played in the World 
Series. Each time they played 
their hated crosstown rivals, 
the New York Yankees, win-
ning only once.

Meanwhile, after making it 
to the World Series in 1946, 
the Red Sox began a 20-year 
exile from World Series play. 
In 1951, however, they did 
have the opportunity to atone 
for their mistake in not taking 
Robinson by drafting a “can’t 
miss” black teenage phenom 
from Alabama. But once again 
they kept to their no-blacks 
rule.

That teenage phenom was 
Willie Mays. He was drafted 
instead by the New York (base-
ball) Giants and by 1954 was 
playing in the World Series. 
The Red Sox didn’t sign a 
black player until 1959 – the 
last Major League team to do 
so. They didn’t get back to the 
World Series until 1967.

Consider this fact: In the 
20 years from 1945 to 1965, 
the New York Yankees were 
“Baseball’s Team.”

With a lineup that included 
some of the greatest players 
in the game’s history, they ap-
peared in an astounding 15 
World Series and won 10 of 
them.

Now, imagine a post-1945 to 
early-1960s Boston Red Sox 
team with a lineup that includ-
ed Jackie Robinson, and Wil-
lie Mays, a dazzling outfielder 
and power hitter, and Ted Wil-
liams, arguably the game’s 
greatest pure hitter, and ponder 
this question: How many times 
during those decades would it 
have been the Boston Red Sox, 
not the New York Yankees, in 
the World Series?

Just in baseball terms, that 
could be a magnificent debate. 
In terms of the larger American 
society, it’s stark evidence that 
racism has always had a cost 
that’s borne on both sides of 
the Color Line.

Lee A. Daniels, a former 
reporter for The Washington 
Post and the New York Times, 
is also a former editor of The 
National Urban League’s The 
State of Black America. He 
is a keynote speaker and au-
thor whose books include Last 
Chance: The Political Threat 
to Black America. He is writ-
ing a book on the Obama years 
and the 2016 election. He can 
be reached at leedanielsjour-
nalist@gmail.com

Correspondents Dinner sounded 
a lot like ‘Saturday Night Live’

Recognizing all of America’s heroes, sheroes

Jackie Robinson and 
the cost of racism

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

By George E. Curry
George Curry Media Columnist 

By Lee A. Daniels
George Curry Media Columnist 

By Marian Wright Edelman
George Curry Media Columnist 
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THE “REPLAY” INTERVIEW 
TYLER WILLIAMS TALKS ABOUT HIS NEW SCI-FI SERIES

Born in Westchester County, 
New York on October 9, 1992, 
Tyler James Williams can be 
seen this spring co-starring as 
computer whiz Monty in CBS’ 
Criminal Minds: Beyond Bor-
ders, a new spinoff series. Early 
last year, he guest-starred as 
Noah in AMC’s The Walking 
Dead.

In 2014, he impersonated 
Steve Urkel on Key & Peele. 
The skit received rave reviews 
and was named the #1 sketch of 
the year by New York Magazine.

On the big screen, Tyler 
starred as Lionel Higgins in the 

breakout film Dear White Peo-
ple, a satire about being a black 
face in a very white place. The 
picture was well-received, in-
cluding winning the Special Jury 
Prize at the 2014 Sundance Film 
Festival. The year before, he ap-
peared in Peeples opposite Kerry 
Washington and Craig Robinson.

Tyler might be best known for 
his work on the Emmy Award-
winning series Everybody Hates 
Chris for which he won a 2007 
NAACP Image Award for Best 
Actor in a Comedy Series. In 
2012, he was nominated for 
another Image Award for his 
performance as a gifted rapper 
plagued by self-doubt in the Dis-

ney Channel Original Movie, Let 
It Shine.

Tyler began acting at the age 
of 4 on Sesame Street and he 
subsequently co-starred in the 
animated series Little Bill. His 
other television credits include 
Law & Order: SVU, as well as 
numerous appearances in sketch-
es on Saturday Night Live.

An accomplished musician, 
Tyler recently released a mixtape 
with his brother Tyrel titled Me, 
My Brother & a Mic. 

Here, he talks about starring 
in RePlay, a scripted time-loop 
series from New Form Digital 
which debuted on April 20.

Kam Williams: Hi Tyler, 

thanks for the interview.
Tyler James Williams: Thank 

you, Kam.
KW: What interested you in 

RePlay?
TJW: I just really liked the 

story and I loved the movie 
Groundhog’s Day.

KW: How would you describe 
the series in 140 characters or 
less?

TJW: It’s DJ Allison Lee’s 
(Lyndsy Fonseca) 25th birthday 
party and she just HAS to im-
press promoters. She fails and 
wishes for another try. She gets 
25 chances to get it right.

KW: The premise does sound 
a little like Groundhog’s Day.

TJW: Yes, I would describe 
it as a modern day Groundhog’s 
Day. I really liked RePlay be-
cause it wasn’t just Allison’s 
character that experienced a re-
play, but eventually her friends 
realize they are also reliving the 
same day. And it is interesting 
to see how humans would act if 
they knew there were never any 
consequences for their actions 
because the next day they could 
wake up and just redo it.

KW: If you had an opportu-
nity to repeat the most important 
day of your life until you got it 
right, would you?

TJW: Oh man, I think I 
would. I would probably take a 
really bad date from when I was 
younger where just everything 
went wrong.

KW: How would you describe 
your character?

TJW: I play Nate who is Alli-
son’s best friend, but he is secret-
ly in love with her. He is in the 
“friends zone,” but really tries to 
get out of it. Each day, he gets a 

bit more desperate.
KW: What is your favorite 

dish to cook?
TJW: I love breakfast food 

any time of the day.
KW: Ling-Ju Yen asks: What 

is your earliest childhood mem-
ory?

TJW: Well I remember ev-
erything from my days shooting 
Sesame Street. It was such an 
incredible experience. My mom 
also convinced me to steal one of 
Big Bird’s feathers, which I still 
have.

KW: Sherry Gillam would 
like to know what is the most 
important life lesson you’ve 
learned so far?

TJW: Patience, always be pa-
tient. I also believe everything 
happens for a reason.

KW: What’s the craziest thing 
you’ve ever done?

TJW: Hmm... How about 
shooting the RePlay party scene 
over and over again and doing 
the wake up scene 25 times on 
the same day in a row. That was 
pretty crazy. [Laughs]

KW: What is your guiltiest 
pleasure?

TJW: When I am in New 
York, I love going to a Chinese 
restaurant and ordering chicken 
wings and fries.

KW: “Realtor to the Stars” 
Jimmy Bayan asks: What’s your 
dream locale in Los Angeles to 
live?

TJW: I really like where I live 
in L.A. right now. I live in the 
Valley and I feel I picked a spot 
that has some New York aspects. 
There are diners and a corner 
store.

KW: Finally, what’s in your 
wallet?

TJW: Money and a hair tie for 
my personal trainer Jimmy. You 
never know when he needs to put 
it up in a man bun. [Laughs] I am 
really into fitness right now and 
trying to bulk up.

KW: Thanks again for the 
time, Tyler, and best of luck with 
all your endeavors.

TJW: My pleasure, Kam.
Kam Williams can be reached 

at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Prince

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark. – Paul McCart-
ney says he met with two of the women who in-
tegrated Little Rock’s Central High School, say-
ing the 1957 crisis inspired the Beatles’ hit song 
“Blackbird.”

McCartney performed Saturday to a sold-out 
crowd in North Little Rock. Afterward, McCart-
ney’s Instagram and Facebook accounts posted a 
photo of him with Elizabeth Eckford and Thelma 
Mothershed Wair, two members of the Little Rock 
Nine.

The photo described the women as “pioneers 
of the civil rights movement and inspiration for 
‘Blackbird.’” McCartney told concertgoers Satur-
day that he followed the desegregation struggles 
from England and that he wanted to write a song 
in support.

The nine black students integrated Central High 
School in September 1957 after President Dwight 

Eisenhower sent in federal troops to escort them 
into the school.

”Real Husbands of Hollywood” star Duane 
Martin and his wife, Tisha Campbell-Martin got 
the short of end of the stick in their legal battle 
with a bankruptcy trustee as a judge ordered them 
to hand over money Tisha made from her work on 
ABC’s “Dr. Ken.”

According to theJasmineBrand, the ruling stems 
from a Chapter 7 bankruptcy the couple filed in 
January. In their filing the Martin’s claimed they 
only had $313,000 in assets, despite being deep in 
more than $15 million in debt owed to creditors.

Assets from the pair include $65,000 in real 
estate, $200 in cash on hand, several luxury ve-
hicles and less than $200 in their bank accounts. 
The Martin’s debt includes $3 million to Broad-
way Federal Bank, $9.5 million to the City of Los 
Angeles, over $100,000 in back taxes and various 
other million dollar debts and amounts owed to 
creditors.

Although, the Martins listed their monthly com-
bined income as $7,655, they spend more than 
$16,000 for their monthly expenses.

On April 1, the bankruptcy trustee went to court 
to hit the Martins with a federal lawsuit demand-
ing damages. In addition, the trustee filed an in-
junction against the couple for allegedly diverting 
money they made away from the bankruptcy.

In the suit, the trustee stated Duane Martin is a 
television actor and movie star and Tisha Camp-
bell-Martin is a television actress and singer.

The bankruptcy petition mentions that the Mar-
tins own 100 percent interest in a production com-
pany named XE Visions. In addition to producing 
music, music videos and ‘behind-the-scenes’ vid-
eos based on Tisha’s performances, XE Visions 
contracts with studios regarding her performances 
and receives payments for the shows.

From there, XE and Sony affiliate Woodridge 
Productions entered into a contract. Woodbridge 
is noted for producing “Dr. Ken,” which Tisha re-
ceives $45,000 per episode.

Two days after the Martins filed for Chapter 7, 
the bankruptcy trustee stated that Tisha created 
another company named Won Hundred. The com-
pany, the trustee said, was created as a vehicle for 
rendering Tisha’s acting services, despite her al-
ready running XE Visions, which does exactly the 
same thing.

As a result, the trustee accused the Martins of 

creating Won Hundred for the sole purpose of di-
verting post-petition payments Tisha was receiv-
ing for her work on “Dr. Ken.” The trustee claims 
Tisha was paid $47,500 gross and $39,500 after 
she paid her agency. In addition, the trustee said 
that Woodridge issues 4-5 more payments to Tisha 
totaling $185,000 that are being held by her talent 
agency for some reason.

The trustee goes on to accuse the Martins of re-
fusing to hand over the money since he says the 
payments should have been made to XE Visions 
not Won Hundred, since the contract Tisha has with 
“Dr. Ken” states she is to be paid via XE Visions.

As a result of this, the trustee demanded the 
judge grant an injunction enjoining the Martins 
from spending, using, transferring or otherwise 
dissipating the payments to Won Hundred and any 
other property or assets of XE until the case has 
been fully decided.

On April 25, the federal court judge sided with 
the bankruptcy trustee by granting a preliminary 
injunction against Martins, according to theJas-
mineBrand. He ordered that the couple are prohib-
ited from spending, transferring or using any of 
the money in either XE or Won Hundred’s pos-
session.

Adding to this is an additional ruling from the 
judge, ordering the Martins to turn over all assets 
and cash Won Hundred recently made, includ-
ing the “Dr. Ken” paychecks Tisha received. The 
judge states once the bankruptcy closes, the com-
pany will be turned back over.

ENTERTAINMENT

Archives of African photographers 
recall groundbreaking work

McCartney: 1957 desegregation 
crisis inspired hit song ‘Blackbird’
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Martins ordered to hand 
over money from “Dr. Ken”

The vast archives of two remarkable photog-
raphers from West Africa who died this year will 
ensure that authentic images of African life will be 
their legacy to future generations. The images radi-
cally depart from the clichés of colonialism.

Malick Sidibé, whose pictures of Mali’s youth 
conveyed the high-spirited feeling of a country that 
has just gained its independence, passed away at 
80 years of age. His black-and-white pictures in-
fluenced many of his contemporaries in Africa and 
beyond. Sidibé died of complications of diabetes, 
according to Associated Press reports.

Mali’s culture minister N’Diaye Ramatoulaye 
Diallo, expressed the nation’s grief. “It’s a great 
loss for Mali. He was part of our cultural heritage,” 
he told The Guardian. “The whole of Mali is in 
mourning.”

Known as “the Eye of Bamako,” Sidibé cycled 
to nightclubs in the evenings, photographing party-
goers with his first camera, a Brownie Flash. His 
documentary-style photography offered a rare 
glimpse into African youth culture entering a new 
era.

“People wanted to dance,” Sidibé once said. 
“Music freed us. Suddenly, young men could get 
close to young women, hold them in their hands. 
Before, it was not allowed. And everyone wanted 
to be photographed dancing up close.”

He leaves behind three wives and 17 children 
and will be buried in his birthplace, Soloba.

Also this year, the great Senegalese photogra-
pher Oumar Ly passed on Feb. 29, at the age of 73. 

He had produced an archive of more than 5,000 
pictures – an anthropological treasure of daily life 
in Senegal – presenting an unaltered look at the 
women, men and children who, over 50 years, vis-
ited his little studio in Podor, the country’s north-
ernmost city.

“Oumar Ly is the person who documented daily 
life in this part of Senegal in the second half of 
the last century,” said renowned musician Baaba 
Maal. “When he took those early pictures of me 
he gave me a lot of confidence. I love the simple 
forms in which he works: they say everything 
about the truth of life in the Sahel.”

By Qwest7
Eurweb.com

Special to the Trice Edney News Wire 

Tisha Campbell-Martin and Duane Campbell

The Associated Press

Malick Sidibé’s pictures of Mali’s youth conveyed 
the high-spirited feeling of a country that has just 
gained its independence.  PHOTO BY M. SIDIBE

Paul McCartney recently met with Thelma Mother-
shed Wair and Elizabeth Eckford, who were both 
from “The Little Rock Nine.” PHOTO VERIZON ARENA 
VIA FACEBOOK
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May 4 - 10, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE 

BONELESS
RIBEYE  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$995

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$125

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

FRYER
WINGS

PER  LB.

$250
FROZEN  ST. LOUIS  STYLE

SMALL  
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$300

SUGARTREE

SPIRAL  
SLICED  HAM

PER  LB.

$200

COUNTRY  PLEASIN

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

14  OZ.

$375

SAVE  ON  ALL MEAT  BRYAN  

JUICY  JUMBOS,  BUN  
SIZE  HOT  DOGS,  HOT  

DINNER  FRANKS
15  OZ.  PKG.

$165

FRESH 

GROUND
BEEF  PATTIES

PER  LB.

$250

USDA  CHOICE  BONLESS

SIRLOIN  TIP  
ROAST

PER  LB.

$315
VEGETABLE / CANOLA 

WESSON
OIL

128  OZ.  JUG

$595

FAMILY  SIZE

CHIPS  AHOY
COOKIES

18.2  OZ.  BAG

2/$5

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

BLUE  BELL
ICE  CREAM

HALF  GAL.  ROUND

$495

RED  DIAMOND

SWEET  TEA
GALLON  JUG ................................ 

$279

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

MARGARINE  
QUARTERS
1  LB.  PKG. ....................................... 75¢
KRAFT  CHUNK  OR

SHREDDED 
CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ.  PKG. .............................. 

2/$5
SELECT 

SIMPLY  JUICES
1.75  LTR.  BTL.  ............................ 

$350

SELECT  FRESH  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
ZIPPER  PEAS,  BUTTER  PEAS, 
BABY  LIMA  BEANS,  24  OZ. ............... 

$300

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  GRADE  A  CRINKLE  CUT

POTATOES
5  LB.  BAG .................................. 

$350

SELECT  FROZEN

EDWARDS  PIES
25.5 - 36  OZ. ............................... 

$600

SISTER  SHUBERT'S

DINNER ROLLS
11 - 15.8  OZ. ............................... 

$285

piggly wiggly

FRESH  GOLDEN  RIPE

BANANAS
2  LBS.

$100

CALIFORNIA  NAVEL

ORANGES
4  LB. BAG

$300
FRESH  SWEET  

CANTALOUPES
EACH

$200

FRESH  SWEET  WHITE,  YELLOW,  BI-COLOR

CORN
EACH

40¢

NEW  CROP  VIDALIA

ONIONS
PER  LB.

65¢

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com


