
Hinds County Sheriff Victor 
Mason held a press conference 
Tuesday afternoon to warn resi-
dents about a phone scam main-
ly targeting elderly citizens.

At least five residents have re-
ceived phone calls from a Geor-
gia number. The caller claims to 

be a represen-
tative with the 
Hinds County 
Sheriff’s Office 
and/or a deputy. 
The caller tells 
residents that 

due to a failure to appear in court 
or answer to jury duty, the resi-
dent owes money to the sheriff’s 

office and needs to wire money.
“That is absolutely false. We 

are not asking for money,” Ma-
son said. “We are trying to track 
these guys down.” The Circuit 
Clerk handles matters of jury 
duty.

During the scam calls, resi-
dents have been instructed to 
load money onto a Greendot 

debit card in order to expedite 
the transfer of funds. As of now, 
Mason is not aware that anyone 
has actually sent money, but he 
did say, based on the calls of 
concerns to his office, people are 
frightened because during these 
scam calls people are being told 
they will be arrested for not 
complying with the demands.

Subpoenaed records show 
some of the calls are coming 
from Georgia. The investigation 
so far indicates the calls may be 
coming from a detention facil-
ity – actually cell phones used in 
jails – in Georgia.

The sheriff’s office started 
receiving calls from concerned 
residents last Thursday. Several 

calls of concerns were made 
to the office Tuesday, which 
prompted the press conference.

The scammers could face 
charges of false pretense and 
impersonating an officer.

If a resident receives a call, re-
port it to the Hinds County Sher-

On Wednesday, Carlos Moore, the attorney for 
Joshua Blunt, who was charged with second-de-
gree murder in the hot car death of his 8 month-
old daughter, released a statement saying that the 
charges against his client had been dropped.

However in an interview with WLBT-TV, 
Grenada County District Attorney Doug Evans 
said that the charges had not been dropped.
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Since 2010, Tougaloo College has 
hosted the Two Rivers Gala/Honors. 
The Native American word “Touga-
loo” means “two rivers.” The college 
description notes Tougaloo as the place 
where two streams run parallel – educa-
tion and activism.

The Two Rivers Gala is the college’s 
premier annual event that affords the 
opportunity to “honor visionaries, pro-
gressives and courageous individuals 

who have made significant, extraordi-
nary contributions to society,” accord-
ing to the program announcement.

This year’s gala held May 21, at the 
Jackson Convention Complex also 
featured the college’s historic role as 
a leader of change and reaffirmed its 
commitment to “educate for democra-
cy.” It also served as a precursor for the 
2017 opening of the Mississippi Civil 
Rights Museum.

Honorees celebrated at the gala were 
chosen by Tougaloo because of their 

contributions as Mississippi icons in 
the areas of education, social activism, 
entrepreneurship, creative genius, jour-
nalism and sports.

Describing the 2016 honorees, the 
program noted: “… these individu-
als have shone a bright light on our 
state and generated national acclaim 
and positive press. In today’s world 
of growing divisiveness along racial, 

Tougaloo’s Two Rivers Gala honors Mississippi icons

Gala
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The city of Jackson’s mayoral race has offi-
cially begun now that Attorney Chokwe Antar 
Lumumba and Hinds County Supervisor Robert 
Graham– District 1 have officially confirmed 
their candidacies

Along with about 100 supporters, Lumumba 
stood in front of city hall the afternoon of May 19 
and announced he was running to become mayor 
of the capital city on a theme of “Restoring the 
Vision: One City, One Aim, One Destiny.”

Ebony Lumumba, wife of the mayoral candi-

Lumumba, 
Graham seek 
mayoral post

D.A. disputes 
dropped charges 
in hot car death
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Sheriff Mason warns residents about phone scam

Scam
Continued on page 3

Decent, affordable housing in the 
heart of Jackson is what East Village 
Estates is all about.

The new subdivision, located 
near the Jackson Medical Mall, is 
the result of years of hard work by 
the Jackson Medical Mall Founda-
tion along with partners – the state 
of Mississippi, Mississippi Home 
Corporation, The Richman Group 
Affordable Housing Corporation, 
Columbus Bank and Trust/Synovus 
Bank, city of Jackson and the subdi-
vision development team, including 
Charter Consulting.

A grand opening held May 19 
brought together local and state lead-
ers and new residents.

East Village Estates consists of 44 
two-story, 1,520 square foot town-
houses each with three bedrooms 
and two-and-a-half baths. Amenities 
include 9-foot ceilings, two-car ga-
rages, energy efficient windows, full 
brick siding, architectural shingles, 
landscaping with 15 years of lawn 
service, a 2,500 square foot commu-
nity center with a business center in 
it and a community playground. 

Plans for phase II of East Village 
Estates, which will include 50 town-
houses and a soccer field, are under-

way.
Clarence Chapman of Charter 

Consulting explained how the lease-
purchase program works.

East Village residents pay $668 
monthly to lease a unit. After 15 
years, they will be able to purchase 
the townhouse for $50,000, no mon-
ey down at 8 percent interest with 
a guaranty that their mortgage pay-
ments will be less than the rent pay-
ments. All 44 units are occupied and 
there’s a waiting list for those inter-
ested to become residents.

Residents went through a thorough 
screening process including verifica-
tion of income, credit and criminal 

background check and counseling. 
To qualify, residents could earn no 
more than 60 percent of the area me-
dian income, which is $36,330 annu-
ally, but residents can increase their 
income and remain tenants. 

“After they move in, they can 
make $1 million a year, and still have 
the same rent and access and rights 
to all the benefits of the program,” 
Chapman said.

The program is designed to en-
courage residents to promote them-
selves and not penalize them if they 
do. “Our lease purchase benefits are 

Primus Wheeler, executive director of the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation, cuts the ribbon for the grand opening of East Village Estates. Several city and state 
leaders, along with development partners, were present for the event. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
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East Village Estates 
represents revitalization

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

Attorney Chokwe Antar Lumumba speaks to sup-
ports and the media while announcing his candida-
cy for mayor of Jackson. His wife, Ebony Lumumba 
is at left. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY

Tougaloo Two Rivers Gala 2016 honorees and presenters were (from left) Leroy Walker, 
Tougaloo trustee; Benjamin E. Wright, James Barksdale, Reena Evers-Everette, who 
accepted the award on behalf of her mother Myrlie Evers Williams; Aunjanue Ellis, Rod-
erick “Rod” Paige, Clarence Weatherspoon and Tougaloo President Beverly W. Hogan. 
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON



Lester Elementary School in 
Jackson held its Fifth-grade Aca-
demic, Behavior and Course Per-
formance Awards Program at 9 
a.m. May 23, at New Jerusalem 
Church, 168 Colonial Dr. in south 
Jackson. The motto of the class 
was “Make A Change.”

The Mississippi Link Publish-
er Jackie Hampton was the guest 
speaker for the event.

Some 32 students made up 
Lester’s fifth-grade class. Three 
of those students were recog-
nized for having A/B honors. 
They were Olivia Johnson, Ken-
nia Braggs and J’Qyvion Jones. 

On the program students J’niya 
Jones and J’Qyvion Jones served 
as narrators. David Evans led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Ol-
ivia Johnson offered a welcome 
to parents, teachers and guests. 
Coreyun Patterson offered reflec-
tions. Kennia Braggs recited a 
poem.

During her address to the stu-
dents, Hampton spoke on the top-
ic, “Choose Carefully Where You 
Want to Go.” She also reminded 
the students of how proud their 
family members were of their ac-
complishments. She jokingly told 
the students the day was an op-
portune time to ask for a special 
present from their parents.

Hampton offered five main tips 
for the students to think about do-
ing once they left Lester Elemen-
tary.

Those tips were to decide what 
kind of student you want to be 

upon entering middle school, be-
lieve in yourself, develop your 
talents, choose your friends wise-
ly and learn from your mistakes.

“My advice to you is to strive 
to be an A or B student,” said 
Hampton. “Because if you strive 
to be a C student – just average 
– guess what happens when you 
fall short … you’ll risk failing.”

Hampton advised the students 
to make reading a part of their 
summer pasttime by visiting a 
local library and checking out 
books.

For her second tip, Hampton 
told the students that it’s great for 

parents and friends to believe in 
their ability to achieve, but it’s 
even more important for students 
to believe in themselves.

“No matter how difficult things 
may seem at times, you must al-
ways, always, always believe in 
yourself,” Hampton said.

As for her third tip, Hampton 
told the fifth graders, “You are 
all very special individuals with 
natural abilities to do something 
well. In other words, you each 
have God-given talents.” She 
reminded them to explore those 
talents in middle school.

As for choosing friends wise-

ly, Hampton explained to the 
students the phrase “birds of a 
feather flock together.” She told 
them that hanging around friends 
who always get into trouble will 
make others think “you are just 
like them, so it’s important to as-
sociate with people who want to 
do the right thing. Choose those 
people as your friends.”

Hampton also reminded stu-
dents that everyone makes mis-
takes every now and then. When 
that happens she said, “Learn 
from that experience and do your 
very best not to make that mis-
take again.”

Lester Elementary holds awards 
program for fifth-grade class
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Lester Elementary School fifth-graders recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Mississippi Link Publisher Jackie Hamp-
ton delivers the keynote speech to students.

Several Lester students received trophies and other awards for their ac-
complishments. PHOTOS BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor



ethnic, cultural, religious and 
economic lines, … these indi-
viduals will give rise to hope 
and stir our own humanity … 
to build a better world.”

Tougaloo President Beverly 
W. Hogan and Tougaloo Trust-
ee LeRoy G. Walker Jr. pre-
sented the awards to this year’s 
honorees: 

• Roderick “Rod” Paige, for-
mer U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion for education

• James L. Barksdale, busi-
ness executive and former 
CEO of Netscape for entrepre-
neurship 

• Myrlie Evers Williams, 
Civil Rights activist and jour-
nalist for social activism 
(award accepted by her daugh-
ter Reena Evers-Everette)

• Aunjanue Ellis, American 
film, stage and TV actress for 
creative genius

• Benjamin F. Wright, re-
nowned composer and arranger 
for creative genius 

• Clarence Weatherspoon for 
sports

While most of the honor-
ees stayed with the program 
request to limit remarks, one 
stood out in connecting her 
aspirations and inspirations to 
Tougaloo and to Mississippi.

Actress Aunjanue Ellis, who 
is an actress but also recog-
nized as a social activist, upon 
accepting her award said, “My 
life as I know it today began at 
Tougaloo College. I would not 
be at this illustrious occasion if 
I had not had the Tougaloo ex-
perience. 

“Thank you Tougaloo Col-
lege, on whose shoulders I 
stand. Though I did not gradu-
ate from Tougaloo, I consider 
myself a partner for life in its 
goals. Think of me in that way.”

Although she was born in 
San Francisco, Ellis claims Al-
corn, Miss., as her hometown 
where she was raised by her 
grandmother. She first found 
herself on stage as a student at 
Tougaloo College. She trans-

ferred to Brown University, 
a sister college to Tougaloo, 
where she received her bach-
elor’s degree in acting and 
American studies. She studied 
acting at the Graduate Acting 

Program at New York Univer-
sity’s Tisch School of the Arts.

After a brief intermission, 
the dinner guests were treated 
to a concert by Grammy Award 
winning artist Jeffrey Osborne.

date, introduced her husband at 
the press conference.

She described her husband 
using a scripture reference in 
Isaiah 1:17 saying, “He does 
right. He seeks justice. He de-
fends the oppressed, and he 
takes up the cause for those 
who are unable to fight on their 
own.”

Chokwe A. Lumumba told 
supporters that since losing 
his last campaign for mayor 
two years ago, people have ap-
proached him about running 
again. Lumumba ran in a spe-
cial election in 2014 follow-
ing the Feb. 25, 2014 sudden 
death of his father – Chokwe 
Lumumba, who was Jackson’s 
mayor.  

Chokwe A. Lumumba con-
sistently told people he would 
only run again if it was neces-
sary.

“It appears to be necessary,” 
Lumumba said.

He went on to mention 
“crumbling infrastructure, fur-
loughed city employees, the 
potential of the regionalization 
of our water system, the illegal 
takeover of our city’s airports 
and a city budget that is com-
pletely out of whack” as major 
concerns of his campaign. 

“I offer the people of Jackson 

not just a Lumumba adminis-
tration but a people’s adminis-
tration,” he said. To emphasize 
his plan for a transformative 
administration, he said, “ When 
I become mayor, you become 
mayor.”

He also mentioned a holistic 
approach to solving crime in 
the city. As a criminal defense 
attorney, Lumumba says he’s 
witnessed the limited approach 
to attacking the problem. “We 
are going to provide programs 
that we intend to place people 
in and give them the alternative 
to be a part of the development 
… as opposed to being some-
thing antagonistic to our devel-
opment,” he said.

Rep. Kathy Sykes, District 
70 of Hinds County attended 
the press conference to support 
Lumumba.

“I’m supporting Antar be-
cause I know that he’s ready 
to lead. I just believe he will 
bring fresh ideas to the office 
of mayor,” Sykes said. “Right 
now, it’s like the city is in a de-
pressed state with our finances 
and with what’s going on at the 
Capitol. Antar will bring fresh 
vision, a new voice. I believe 
he will get the job done.”

Sykes also emphasized that 
Lumumba’s background as a 

community organizer and at-
torney would play a pivotal 
role in advocating for the city 
at the Legislature.

Graham cited his knowledge, 
experience and maturity to lead 
Jackson. He’s worked for five 
Jackson mayors and 23 police 
chiefs.

“A lot of the 
city govern-
ment needs to 
be fixed,” Gra-
ham said, citing 
problems with 
infrastructure, 

water, crime and budget in 
Jackson. 

Graham isn’t surprised the 
mayoral race has begun so ear-
ly. The election will take place 
in 2017.

“It allows people to know 
they have an alternative,” he 
said.

Graham hasn’t officially an-
nounced his candidacy but has 
confirmed his plans to the me-
dia.

“I want to make sure I can de-
velop a specific plan,” before an 
official announcement, he said.

This is Graham’s first time 
running for mayor of Jackson.

Shanderia K. Posey can be 
reached at sposey@mississip-
pilink.com.
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iff’s Office by calling (601) 
857-2600.

Drug bust
Also on Tuesday, the Narcot-

ics Division of the sheriff’s of-
fice, made an undercover drug 
bust which led to the arrest of 
David Morehouse, 67, a white 
male, at his residence, 167 Fer-
guson Dr. in south Jackson.

The bust netted four firearms, 

2 pounds of marijuana, more 
than 120 Xanax pills and half a 
kilo of cocaine. The drugs have 
a street value of $13,000.

Morehouse, who is a con-
victed felon, faces charges of 
possession of marijuana with 
intent to distribute, possession 
of a firearm by a convicted fel-
on, possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to distrib-

ute and possession of cocaine 
with intent to distribute. 

Memorial Day
As Memorial Day approach-

es, Mason said his office is 
planning lots of checkpoints 
and will be on the lookout for 
drunk drivers this weekend.

“If you have to booze, stay 
at home and snooze,” Mason 
said.

Blunt was released from jail 
without bail Tuesday, with the 
possibility that the second-de-
gree murder charge against him 
could be reduced.

Grenada Municipal Judge 
Rusty Harlow ordered the re-
lease of  Blunt on his own re-
cognizance after city prosecutor 
Jennifer Adams requested the 
move and a friend and a police 
detective testified he wasn’t a 
flight risk.

Adams told Harlow that Gre-
nada officials wanted to reduce 
the charges against Blunt from 
second degree murder, punish-
able by up to life in prison, to 
culpable negligence, a felony 
punishable by up to a year in 

prison.
However, Harlow said he 

wanted to hear from Evans, who 
prosecutes felonies in the coun-
ty, before making that decision.

Moore had said he would fight 
that lower-grade felony charge.

Shania Caradine, Blunt’s 
daughter, died May 19, after she 
was left in her father’s car out-
side the 333 Restaurant in Gre-
nada.

Blunt’s lawyer says she was 
there for about four hours. 
Moore said Blunt and a co-
worker found the infant in the 
car, took Shania inside the res-
taurant and put cool towels on 
her to await an ambulance that 
took her to the University of 

Mississippi Medical Center Gre-
nada. Grenada County Deputy 
Coroner Jo Morman said physi-
cians at the hospital tried unsuc-
cessfully for hours to revive the 
baby.

She was the second Mississip-
pi child to die from heatstroke in 
a vehicle within two weeks. 

Caroline Bryant, 2, died in 
the backseat of her mother’s car 
May 11.

The mother arrived at the 
Little Footprint Learning Cen-
ter daycare in Gluckstadt in the 
afternoon to pick up her daugh-
ter only to learn she had never 
dropped the child off.

So far no charges have been 
filed.

Scam
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a tremendous tool for our resi-
dents. When our residents sign 
a lease, they in essence get a 
$120,000 tax free gift.”

Community enrichment semi-
nars will also be provided to help 
residents improve skills in areas 
of finances, safety, health, con-
tinuing their education and rec-
ognizing emergencies.

Charter Consulting, which has 
been developing the subdivision 
for almost two years, picked up 
where the Jackson Medical Mall 
Foundation left off in its efforts 
to build homes.

Primus Wheeler, executive 
director of the Jackson Medical 
Mall Foundation, said the foun-
dation’s efforts to redevelop the 
once blighted area resulted in 
four homes built in seven years. 
With the pace of work unsatis-
factory, Wheeler sought assis-
tance from Charter Consulting.

“We came to the neighborhood 
in 2001. It looked like they had 
dropped a bomb in here. Many of 
the homes were an eyesore,” said 
Wheeler. The foundation went to 
work by cleaning up the neigh-
borhood and making a strong ef-
fort to not displace anyone.

Wheeler acknowledged that 
Dr. Aaron Shirley, founder of the 
Jackson Medical Mall, was the 
visionary behind improving the 
community as well as serving the 
medically underserved. “Let’s 
change our zip code not change 
zip codes,” was the sentiment of 
Shirley’s vision, Wheeler said.

Former Gov. William Winter 
applauded the development say-
ing it was a day of celebration. 
Winter reminisced on moving to 
Jackson exactly 60 years ago.

“We have seen Jackson change 
in many ways, but there are those 
who say, well we’re changing 
the wrong way. Let me tell you 
something, I remember what 
Jackson looked like in 1956 … 
I remember when half the people 
in Jackson were not recognized 
as first-class citizens … Now 
we’ve come a long way … and 
Jackson is a much better place 
to live than it was when I moved 
here years ago and don’t let any-
body tell you different. I tell you 
I feel better about Jackson now 
than I ever have.”

Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber 
commented on the housing.

“This says that we are vibrant. 
This says that people still find 

a reason to invest in the great 
city of Jackson despite all of the 
challenges we have seen over the 
years,” said Jackson Mayor Tony 
Yarber.

Mother and daughter, Debra 
Tarvin and Shervondria Mack, 
23, moved into East Village Es-
tates in late February. They al-
lowed those attending the grand 
opening to tour their townhome, 
which featured hardwood floors, 
beautiful kitchen cabinetry and 
more.

“I lived in the Washington Ad-
dition (before moving to East 

Village Estates). I’m glad they 
are bringing back the neighbor-
hood ‘cause I know how it was,” 
said Tarvin. “When I moved in, 
I couldn’t believe the beauty it 
had to be in a neighborhood like 
this.”

Phase II of East Village Es-
tates is in the final financing 
phase. Those interested in be-
coming residents should contact 
the Jackson Medical Mall Foun-
dation at (601) 982-8467. 

Shanderia K. Posey can be 
reached at sposey@mississippi-
link.com.
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East Village Estates consists of 44 townhouses that are all occupied.

Reena Evers-Everette and Tougaloo President Beverly W. Hogan 

Gov. William Winter called the grand opening of East Village Estates a 
day of celebration.

The kitchen in the East Village townhouse of Debra Tarvin and Shervondria 
Mack features beautiful cabinetry. PHOTOS BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY

Grammy Award winning artist Jeffrey Osborne performed during 
the gala.
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Many of us have seen and 
heard the commentary regard-
ing House Bill 1523, the Pro-
tecting Freedom of Conscience 
from Government Discrimina-
tion Act. Some of us have noted 
that the bill is discrimination 
codified. Others have pointed 
out that the intended adverse 
impact on the LGBT commu-
nity is hurtful. Not all of us 
realize that the negative effects 
of HB1523 extend beyond the 
intentional harm to our LGBT 
brethren. HB1523 hits home in 
communities of color, impover-
ished communities and already 
vulnerable communities with 
consequences that create addi-
tional risks.

As many others have already 
said, the same prose that our 
state leadership is using to de-
scribe this bill has also been 
used to justify slavery, women’s 
suffrage and Jim Crow. 

Don’t be fooled by the rheto-
ric. HB 1523 is not narrowly 
tailored, does not protect one’s 
religious freedom and will not 
protect you from a lawsuit. It 
is state-sponsored discrimina-
tion – plain and simple. House 
Bill 1523 puts everyone at risk, 
including the black community. 

House Bill 1523 is not just an 
attack on the LGBT community, 
but it is anti-human. Not only 
has Mississippi gone out of its 
way to authorize discrimination 
against LGBT people, but also 
against other vulnerable people 
including our community.

Proponents argue that there is 
a clear difference between so-
called sexual behavior and skin 
color. They say that race is an 
immutable characteristic that 
is readily discernible without 
any exchange, and that no one 
could possibly know about your 
sexual conduct unless you ver-
balize it. That is simply rhetoric 
intended to avoid the factual 
realities that these issues are in-
tersected.

Our children, single mothers 
and fathers may suffer harm 
because they can be denied 
necessary health care, fired 
from their jobs or, otherwise, 

treated unfairly, and stripped 
of any redress on a state level. 
That means that we cannot seek 
damages due to these situations 
in the courts of our own state.

According to the National 
Center for Children in Pov-
erty’s 2014 Mississippi De-
mographic Profiles, more than 
300,000 children live with a 
single parent. Seventy-five per-
cent of those children are poor. 
Black children represent nearly 
half of children who live in 
poor families. HB1523 allows 
pharmacies to turn away un-
married women seeking to fill 
birth control prescriptions. HB 
1523 also allows health care 
workers to refuse counseling or 
fertility care to any woman (or 
man) simply because they may 
have had sex or children outside 
of marriage.

In Mississippi, just over 
24,000 families used housing 
vouchers in 2015 (Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities). 
HB 1523 allows single moth-
ers/fathers to be turned away by 
a government-funded religious-
ly-affiliated homeless shelter or 
refused rental of an apartment 
building by religiously-affiliat-
ed organizations.

In Mississippi, 8.4 percent 
of people 12 years of age and 
older reported illicit drug use 
in 2014 (Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Admin-
istration). HB 1523 says reli-
giously-affiliated organizations 
providing important social ser-
vices like drug treatment pro-
grams – with taxpayer dollars – 
can refuse anyone who has sex 
outside of marriage.

Our community cannot turn 
a blind eye to HB1523 and 
pretend “it’s about them.” 
Our community has long been 
anchored in the church. The 
church has been the sanctuary, 
the sacred place of peace for 
most African Americans for 
hundreds of years. We fill the 
pews and the rows of chairs at 
least once week, whether for 
Sunday service or Wednesday 
Bible study. In church, we have 
been taught to marry and to take 
care of our elderly. This act runs 

contrary to those fundamental 
principles.

HB1523 says that businesses 
that are open to the public may 
deny services relating to wed-
dings or even anniversaries. 
Allow me to give this example: 
A single mother or father takes 
his or her out-of-wedlock child 
to the baker when ordering a 
wedding cake. HB1523 clearly 
states in Section 2b, “The sin-
cerely held religious beliefs or 
moral convictions protected by 
this act are the belief or con-
viction that sexual relations 
are properly reserved to such a 
marriage” as a union between 
one man and one woman. The 
baker, as allowed by House Bill 
1523, could deny that woman 
or man service because of a 
sincerely-held religious belief 
that sex outside of marriage is 
wrong.

Our elders can also be im-
pacted. HB 1523 says religious-
ly-affiliated nursing homes can 
turn away an unmarried couple.

The U.S. Constitution makes 
it clear that government should 
not discriminate based on race, 
sexual orientation or gender 
identity. Mississippi has de-
cided to up the ante by taking 
a step backwards in authorizing 
discrimination against us, our 
children, our relatives and our 
friends.

While your freedom of reli-
gion, perspective and philoso-
phy are all your own, people 
are people. We are all human. 
This brutal legislative session 
disrespected and devalued all 
Mississippians. Massive bud-
get cuts and money mistakes, 
education underfunding, hostile 
takeovers and total neglect for 
equality cut us deep. HB1523 
added salt to the wounds. Let’s 
do what we have been taught to 
do in church and on the front 
porch, sitting on Mudear’s knee 
– let’s join hands, determined 
that we shall not be deceived, 
and decree “we shall over-
come” this assault on our rights 
and on our community. 

Jennifer Riley-Collins is ex-
ecutive director and Zakiya 
Summers is director of Commu-
nications for the ACLU of Mis-
sissippi. 

New Stage Theatre presents 
the Mississippi bluegrass mu-
sical The Robber Bridegroom 
May 24 through June 5.

Curtain times and dates for 
performances are Tuesdays 
through Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. on Sundays. Ticket 
prices are $28 with discounts 
available for students, senior 
citizens and groups.

Tickets can be purchased at 
the box office, located inside the 
Jane Reid Petty Theatre Center, 
charged by phone by calling 
the theatre at (601) 948-3531 
or ordered online at www.new-
stagetheatre.com. The event is 
sponsored by The Eudora Welty 
Foundation and the Selby and 

Richard McRae Foundation.
Double-mistaken identity 

sends this Mississippi bluegrass 
musical into a tailspin. Adapted 
from the novella by Eudora 
Welty, a rascally robber of the 
woods woos the only daugh-
ter of the richest planter in the 
country. Her evil stepmother, a 
pea-brained henchman, and a 
hostile talking head-in-a-trunk 
rile up the country-side to bring 
The Robber Bridegroom full 
circle.

New Stage Theatre’s Artis-
tic Director Francine Thomas 
Reynolds said: “It is fitting to 
be closing our 50th Anniver-
sary with The Robber Bride-
groom, based on the novella by 
Eudora Welty. Miss Welty is an 

important figure in the theatre’s 
50 year history. From serving 
on the Board of Directors’ to 
volunteering for fundraising 
activities, she was a very ac-
tive participant and integral to 
New Stage Theatre’s early suc-
cess. Also, I am thrilled that the 
theatre is partnering with the 
Welty Foundation on The Rob-
ber Bridegroom. Their sponsor-
ship provides for exciting an-
cillary events, including a visit 
and seminar with the show’s 
author and lyricist Alfred Uhry, 
which enhances and enriches 
The Robber Bridegroom experi-
ence for our audiences. Uhry is 
a member of the Eudora Welty 
Foundation National Advisory 
Board.”

ACLU: HB1523 hits home

New Stage Theatre closes 50th season 
with The Robber Bridegroom

“The Board of Commission-
ers of the Jackson Municipal 
Airport Authority is proud to 
announce our chief executive 
officer, Carl D. Newman’s elec-
tion to chair of the American 
Association of Airport Execu-
tives for 2016-2017. The Board 
of Commissioners and staff 
have every confidence that Mr. 
Newman will provide exempla-
ry leadership for AAAE, just as 
he has provided to JMAA. We 
are proud our CEO will serve 
as the highest ranking elected 
officer of a premiere aviation 
organization,” stated Rosie L.T. 
Pridgen, Ph.D., chairman of the 
JMAA Board of Commission-
ers.

Founded in 1928, AAAE is 
the world’s largest professional 
organization representing the 
men and women who work 
at public-use commercial and 
general aviation airports. New-
man, A.A.E., has been an active 
member of AAAE since 1981.

Newman was elected by the 
AAAE membership during the 
88th Annual Conference, which 
was held May 15-18 and hosted 
by the Houston Airport System. 
Newman succeeds Jeff Mulder, 
A.A.E., director of airports at 
the Tulsa Airports Improvement 
Trust, who becomes first past 
chair. Second past chair is Ran-
dall D. Berg, A.A.E., airport 
director at King County Inter-
national Airport. A total of six 

executive committee members 
were elected at the conference.

“AAAE has a long and rich 
history of dedicated service 
from outstanding volunteer 
leaders, and we are incredibly 
fortunate to have Carl New-
man join another talented group 
of airport executives to devote 
his time, energy and intellect to 
help guide the association in the 
busy year ahead,” AAAE Presi-
dent and CEO Todd Hauptli 
said. “On behalf of the AAAE 
team, I congratulate Carl on the 
recognition he has earned from 
his peers and extend our sincere 
appreciation for his continued 
commitment to our organiza-
tion and to the airport profes-
sion.”

CEO of JMAA to chair the American 
Association of Airport Executives 

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jeff Mulder (center), director of Airports at the Tulsa Airports Improvement Trust passes the gavel to JMAA’s 
CEO Carl D. Newman, (right) at the 88th Annual AAAE Annual Conference in Houston, Texas. At left is Jeanette 
Newman, wife of Carl Newman. 

By Jennifer Riley-Collins 
and Zakiya Summers
ACLU of Mississippi 
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The Beautillion 2016, spon-
sored by the Links, Inc., Jack-
son (MS) Chapter, was held at 
the Marriott Hotel in downtown 
Jackson April 9. The theme was 
“Young African American Men 
Preparing to Meet Leadership 
Challenges of the 21st Century.”

The Links Cultivating Lead-
ers Program and Beautillion 
chairs were Curtina Moreland-
Young and Gwendolyn Spen-
cer Prater. The  co-chairs were  
Pamela Banks and Juanita 
Sims-Doty. The president of the 
Links, Inc., Jackson (MS) Chap-
ter is Ivye Allen.

The Beautillion mistress of 
ceremonies was  Maggie Wade 
Dixon of WLBT and master of 
ceremonies was Byron Brown 
of WJTV.

Mr. Esquire 2014, Justis 
Gibbs, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ert Gibbs, gave the grand salute 

to the 2016 beaux and Prater 
announced the first-place win-
ner who was Mr. Esquire 2016, 
Tosh McGee, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Vincent McGee.

Other beaux who placed in 
the competition were Mr. Debo-
nair, Chauncey Taylor, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Khary Taylor; and 
third-place winner, Mr. Image, 
was Jamil Johnson, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Derrick Johnson. Mr. 
Personality, Kennedy Lacey Jr., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy 
Lacey Sr., was selected by fel-
low beaux.

Community supporters for 
Beautillion included: The 
Foundation for the Mid-South, 
Banks, Finley and White, Inc., 
Entergy, BankPlus and Regions 
Bank. The Beautillion has been 
sponsored every two years, by 
the Jackson Chapter, since 1986.

All Beaux are winners and 
received framed certificates of 

participation, top hat and cane.
The Jackson Chapter of Links 

developed its signature pro-
gram, Links Cultivating Lead-
ers for young and emerging 
African-American male leaders 
from the Jackson metropolitan 
area over the past two years 
(2014-2016).

The program focused on lead-
ership development for young 
African-American men, who 
were high school sophomores 
and juniors. The interactive ses-
sions on leadership  skills and 
relationship-building with each 
other, African-American lead-
ers and the broader community 
were principally led and facili-
tated by successful young pro-
fessional black men from the 
Jackson community and from 
other parts of the country. 

Sessions incorporated inter-
cultural understanding and ap-
preciation of different cultures. 

to learn how to “think globally 
and act locally.”

With this learning opportunity 
in mind, the young men visited 
the African Art Exhibit at Tou-
galoo College, the International 
Museum of Muslim Cultures 
in downtown Jackson and ex-
perienced China up close and 
personal looking at language, 
culture and economics.

The LCL participants also 
discussed career opportunities 
with practicing professionals 
in disciplines the young men 
expressed an interest in. In ad-
dition, they engaged in an ACT 
workshop and later explored the 
literature and home and commu-
nity life of Dr. Margaret Walker 
(Alexander).

The learning experiences, 
over the program period, were 
created in concert with the orga-
nization’s facets (committees):  
for example, the Arts, the Inter-

national Trends and the Nation-
al Trends Facets (committees) 
joined with the LCL Committee 
for the Margaret Walker Alex-
ander Workshop; International 
Trends for the China Experi-
ence Session, and National 
Trends in a workshop to assist 
our young men in dealing with 
law enforcement and by-passing 
negative contact with the justice 
system. Additionally, the young 
men enjoyed the arts experience 
at New Stage Theater where 
they say saw and reflected on 
the play, “Ain’t Nothin’ but the 
Blues.” They also made time for 
their service project, practicing 
giving back, by volunteering at 
the Sickle Cell Anemia 5K Walk 
in Downtown Jackson. 

Later in the program, they 
were active participants in the 
Financial Literacy Workshop 
where they learned the impor-
tance of money management 

and saving early in their lives, 
“pay yourself first,” and the 
“importance of giving back” 
to your community. For further 
emphasis, leadership lessons 
were role-played and experienc-
es were shared among more sea-
soned leaders, facilitators, and 
the young apprentice leaders.

There also was a planned 
program with former beau re-
flections and speech, followed 
by informal sharing among fa-
thers, sons and grandfathers at 
the Father-Son Dinner – a true 
African-American male bond-
ing evening.

Finally, while also under-
standing the importance of spiri-
tual nurturance, the Sunday pre-
ceding Beautillion, the young 
leaders, their families and The 
Links attended church services 
at Cade’s Chapel, where the 
Rev. Reginald Buckley, offici-
ated, himself a former Beau. 
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The Links sponsors leadership program 
for Black young males, presents Beautillion
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The Links Beautillion winners for 2016

Mr. Esquire 2016, Tosh McGee, is 
shown with his parents. Mr. and Mrs. 
Vincent McGee. 

Beautillion winners with chairpersons Curtina Moreland-Young and Gwendolyn Spencer 
Prater
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NAACP meeting set for 
May 28 in Hattiesburg

The next Mississippi State Conference NAACP 
State Meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. May 28 at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 900 E 8th North St. in 
Hattiesburg. For more information call the state of-
fice at (601) 353-8462. 

‘We Are Jackson’ 
events set for weekend

A comedy show, outdoor events and a Prince 
Tribute highlight the upcoming “We Are Jackson” 
weekend celebration is scheduled for May 27-30. 

The “We Are Jackson” Comedy Show – a Chill 
Will Production – is set for 7 p.m. May 27 at Thalia 
Mara Hall. The event features the host from VH1’s 
Black Ink Crew, Teddy Ruks. The comedians are 
Terry Grossman, Roz Washington, Lil Darrell, Ca-
dillac and Jackson’s own, Mike Townsend. Tickets 
are on sale at all Ticketmaster outlets. 

The “Purple Planet” Prince movie marathon 
is set for 6 p.m. May 28, at the Russell C. Davis 
Planetarium, 201 E. Pascagoula St. The event fea-
tures showings of “Purple Rain,” “Under the Cherry 
Moon” and “Graffiti Bridge.” Prince music will be 
played in between film showings. There’s also a 
competition for the best Prince costume. Top prize 
has a value of $300.

“Sunday Funday,” featuring House, Soul and 
Oldies music from DJ Scrap & DJ NastySho is from 
2-7 p.m. May 29, at 112 President St. It’s a free 
outdoor event. Food vendors will be on site.

The Second Annual Family Day on the Green 
is set for noon to 5 p.m. May 30 at the Mississippi 
Museum of Art, 380 S. Lamar St. The free event 
features space jumps, a video game truck, live mu-
sic, food vendors and shows at the Planetarium. 
For more information, contact Brad Franklin at 
bfranklin@jacksonms.gov or call (601) 960-1537.

Party With A Purpose 
to benefit three local 
nonprofits

Local businessmen Steven James and Gerold 
“Girbeau” Smith have partnered to present what 
will be one of the biggest fundraising parties in 
Jackson this summer. On May 28, at the Railroad 
District (formerly known as Mardi Gras) is the Old 
School Party With A Purpose. 

James, owner of Steven James Allstate, and 
Smith, owner and radio personality for BDAY 99.1 
FM, are partnering to bring awareness and raise 
funds for three local non-profit: Stewpot, Autism 
Mississippi and the Mississippi Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence. 

The old school theme was a match made in Hip 
Hop heaven for BDAY, whose format is classic Hip 
Hop and back in the day jams. The party will fea-
ture music from the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s. Partygoers 
are encouraged to wear their favorite clothes from 

those eras.
“This is going to be epic and it’s all for a good 

cause,” Smith said. “We are going to have some-
thing for everyone. We have three DJs and some 
really cool things lined up.” 

Doors open at 8 p.m. Old school attire is en-
couraged, but not required. General admissions is 
$20 and $40 for VIP. Tickets can be purchased at 
oldschoolpartywithapurpose.eventbrite.com. 

City of  Jackson to sign 
sister city agreement 
with M’Bour, Senegal 

Jackson Mayor Tony T. Yarber, along with com-
munity, state and international partners, will host a 
delegation from M’Bour, Senegal, West Africa, for 
a sister city signing at 4 p.m. May 31, at the Missis-
sippi Museum of Art, 380 S. Lamar St.

The city’s partners include the Department of 
Commerce, International Trade Office; the Missis-
sippi Development Authority, the Mississippi World 
Trade Center, Caravan for the Promotion of Cul-
tures of Africa, the International Museum of Muslim 
Cultures, Tougaloo College and Merit Health. The 
organizations are working to frame the economic 
mission between Jackson and M’Bour.

The M’Bour delegation will include Mayor El 
Hadji Falou Sylla and Senior Counselor at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs Fode’ Seck.

Tuskegee alumni 
planning picnic for 
future students

The Jackson-Tuskegee Alumni local club will 
host its annual picnic for high school graduates 
who plan to attend Tuskegee University. The picnic 
is set for 11 a.m. June 4, at Mays Lake. For more 
information, contact Lisa Wilson at (601) 707-7271.

Author to discuss 
book set in Mississippi 
Delta

The public is invited to hear British-born author Rich-
ard Grant discuss his Mississippi No. 1 best seller, Dis-
patches from Pluto – Lost and Found in the Mississippi 
Delta, at  St. James Episcopal Church at noon June 2.  

Grant’s popular book describes the exciting Delta ad-
ventures and zany characters he encountered when he 
left Manhattan to buy a Delta plantation home at Pluto, 
some 20 miles north of Yazoo City.

Grant’s talk is part of a monthly series of lectures by 
Mississippi authors hosted by St. James’ Church for its 
members and Fondren neighbors. Those interested 
in attending the event are asked to RSVP to the St. 
James’ office (601) 982-4880 so lunch and seating can 
be planned.

Lunch will be served at noon for an $8 fee in the 
Fowler Hall of St. James’ campus, 3921 Oak Ridge Dr., 
with Grant’s talk to follow.

N E W S  B R I E F S

Local Alcorn alumni present 
scholarship to Terry student

The Metro Jackson Chapter of Alcorn State University Alumni awarded 
Stephen Holt a 2016 graduate of Terry High a $2,000 scholarship. Holt plans 
to major in biology/pre-med and eventually become a pediatric cardiologist. 
He is the son of Stephanie Holt and William Charles Holt Jr., who are gradu-
ates of Alcorn. Pictured are (from left)  DeKendric Stamps, president of the 
Jackson chapter; Stephen Holt, Frank Branch and Shirley Christian, Educa-
tion Committee members. 

In a move to grow the International Museum of 
Muslim Cultures, located at 201 East Pascagoula 
St. in Jackson, to the next level of its planned de-
velopment, a strategic re-alignment took place 
recently.

IMMC’s co-founder, Okolo Rashid, will lead 
the newly formed Islamic Thought Institute  as 
director and shift from her role as executive di-
rector of IMMC to chair the Board of Directors 
of IMMC. Emad Al-Turk, the other co-founder, 
and former chair, will take the helm as president/
CEO of IMMC.

IMMC established ITI as a thin tank for the 
study of Islamic thought and culture, with a core 
focus on human dignity/human rights and democ-
racy, and its application to solving contemporary 
problems facing the world. The goal of ITI is to 
support and further IMMC’s mission. In this role, 
ITI seeks to provide scholarly research that evalu-
ates the influence of Islamic thought and culture 
in the promotion of human dignity/human rights 
and democracy: past, present and future-and its 
effectiveness in working toward the common 
good, and of peace and justice.

ITI serves as a national and international venue 
for engaging scholars, educators, artists, faith, 
business and community leaders, in partnership 
with communities, for social change relationships 
through a participatory action research model. 
Additionally, ITI seeks to engage students and 
next-generation leaders in scholarly and intellec-
tual pursuit, combined with community service 
learning for social change relationships.

ITI’s study will focus on how best to develop 
young leadership and effectively address contem-
porary and anticipated problems facing the world 
community today and in the future, and how to 
position young leaders to become world leaders 
that positively impact the progress of humankind. 

Muslim Cultures 
museum makes 
plans for change

Gov. Phil Bryant signed HB 904 
into law last week, approving the 
lease of University of Mississippi 
Medical Center land to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society for the site of a 
Hope Lodge community.

This step moves the campaign for 
an American Cancer Society Hope 
Lodge community in Mississippi 
one step closer to completion. The 
Mississippi Hope Lodge commu-
nity will be able to provide nearly 
12,000 nights of free lodging each 
year to patients traveling to the 
Jackson area to receive outpatient 
cancer treatment, saving patients an 
estimated $1.34 million per year.

Other free services, such as trans-
portation to and from treatment fa-
cilities, will be provided to Hope 
Lodge guests. There are currently 
33 Hope Lodge communities across 
the nation.

Upon completion, the American 

Cancer Society Gertrude C. Ford 
Hope Lodge community will in-
clude 32 private guest rooms, each 
with two double beds and a private 

bathroom. The facility also pro-
vides a communal kitchen, laundry 
room, dining area and recreation 
area, as well as a private counsel-

ing office.
The land for the facility is located 

adjacent to the University of Mis-
sissippi Medical Center campus 
and is readily accessible to all can-
cer treatment centers in the metro-
politan Jackson area including Bap-
tist Health Systems, Merit Health 
Central, St. Dominic’s hospital and 
the UMMC Cancer Institute.

“We are so grateful for the lease 
of this land to the American Can-
cer Society,” said Amanda Ras-
berry Crawford, campaign director, 
American Cancer Society. “We are 
hopeful that we can break ground 
on this facility during 2017 and 
bring the Hope Lodge to reality for 
cancer patients being treated in the 
area.” The campaign is still accept-
ing donations toward the effort.

For more information about the 
Hope Lodge or to make a donation 
visit cancer.org/hopelodgejack-
sonms.

Bryant signs HB 904, helps American 
Cancer Society Hope Lodge campaign 
Mississippi Link Newswire

Gov. Phil Bryant signs the bill allowing UMMC to lease land needed to build 
an American Cancer Society Hope Lodge community in Jackson surrounded 
by bill sponsor Rep. Tom Weathersby, Amanda Rasberry Crawford, Dr. James 
Keeton, Allison Tyler and Kimberly Hughes. 
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The foundation to a career in 
healthcare was laid recently for 
21 Coahoma Community Col-
lege Tigers during the Spring 
2016 Health Sciences Short-Term 
Graduation ceremony.

Family and friends packed the 
Georgia Lewis Theater to show 
support for their graduates who 
successfully completed CCC’s 
Phlebotomy and Emergency 
Medical Technician programs. 
During the ceremony, instruc-
tors from each of the programs 
encouraged the graduates to con-
tinue their educational journey.

Willie Lockett, CCC Respi-
ratory Care Clinical director, 
echoed this sentiment during his 
keynote address.

“We have simply set the foun-
dation for a future that you must 
independently navigate,” said 
Lockett. “You’re already on you 
way to somewhere … being here 
shows that you’ve already be-
gun.”

Referring to the honorees as the 
“future of healthcare,” Lockett 
encouraged the graduates to out-
line their goals and stay focused 
until they’re achieved.

Alluding to his own start at 
CCC, he then used his personal 
testimony to show graduates that 
they are able to accomplish what-
ever they desire.

“Life is a journey that you de-
termine by the choices you make 
each and every day,” said Lock-
ett. “Celebrate the days of suc-
cess and always prepare for chal-
lenges.”

The group of graduates fea-
tured two high school seniors, 
Tyla Rash and Javonta Lucas, 
who were able to complete pro-
gram as dual enrollment students 
thanks to the Tri-County Work-
force Alliance Program, under the 
direction of Josephine Rhymes.

Receiving the Johnny Bris-
ter Awards for exemplary per-
formance in EMT school were 

Miracle Lynn for the highest aca-
demic average and Avis Williams 
for displaying excellence in both 
class and clinical/field rotations.

EMT graduates honored were: 
Sharonee Griffin of Greenville, 
Brittni Lucas of Cleveland, Mir-
acle Lynn of Clarksdale, Rhonda 
Richardson of Sumner, Imani 

Scott of Tutwiler, Justin Taylor 
of Coldwater, Avis Williams of 
Mound Bayou and John Winters 
of Drew.

Phlebotomy graduates hon-
ored were: LaCandrice Burks 
of Cleveland, Ashley Morris of 
Batesville, Cadedra Shelton of 
Renova, Ashley Magsby of Frairs 

Point, Tyla Rash of Cleveland, 
Jalissa Thomas of Clarksdale, 
Datoya Canada of Clarksdale, 
Jamal Sampson of Cleveland, 
Bobby Lewis of Cleveland, Ja-
vonta Lucas of Clarksdale, Tonya 
McNeal of Clarksdale, Kemeshia 
Tribbett of Webb and Angelina 
Jones of Clarksdale.

Leaders of African American 
Studies programs at 11 South-
eastern Conference institutions of 
higher learning convened earlier 
this month at Mississippi State 
for a special workshop.

The event marked the historic 
first meeting of directors and 
chairs of African American Stud-
ies departments and programs in 
the SEC, said MSU history pro-
fessor Stephen Middleton.

“Our goal is to explore best 
practices and operations for our 
programs,” the university’s Af-
rican American Studies program 
director continued. “We want to 
consider ways we could collabo-
rate in terms of seeking grants 
and other awards, as well as how 

we could share prominent speak-
ers who we may bring to our 
campuses.”

Middleton said the group of 
accomplished scholars and lead-
ers has agreed to meet on an an-
nual basis. Their campuses will 
take turns serving as host for the 
event.

“Our African American Stud-
ies program here at Mississippi’s 
premier land-grant university has 
led the movement and provided 
leadership in making this hap-
pen,” Middleton said.

“We are an institution com-
mitted to service and inclusion, 
and I’m pleased that our African 
American Studies programs in 
the SEC are working together to 
better serve students at our re-

spective institutions and in our 
communities.”

In 2017, MSU’s African Amer-
ican Studies program will cel-
ebrate its 10th anniversary. This 
accomplishment, Middleton said, 
represents “10 years of service 
and pride.”

“We believe that being proac-
tive is better than being reactive, 
and our African American Stud-
ies program at Mississippi State 
is providing programs that move 
us forward,” Middleton said.

Part of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, MSU’s African Ameri-
can Studies program offers cours-
es leading to a minor in African 
American Studies.

For more information, visit 
www.aas.msstate.edu.

A Mississippi State associate profes-
sor of history has released a new book 
chronicling events in a small Mississippi 
town that is home to a tragic monument to 
racial struggle.

Written by Jason Morgan Ward and 
published by Oxford University Press, 
“Hanging Bridge: Racial Violence and 

America’s Civil Rights Century” examines decades of ra-
cial tension in the Clarke County town of Shubuta, where 
a bridge that crosses the Chickasawhay River served as the 
site for lynchings. Morgan will sign copies of his book at 
5-7 p.m. May 26, in the Phil Hardin Foundation Library on 
MSU-Meridian’s College Park Campus.

Ward, who joined MSU’s faculty in 2008, said the book 
focuses on three major events in Shubuta, two of which 
involved the steel-framed bridge. In 1918, a mob lynched 
four young blacks, including two men and two pregnant 
women. Twenty-four years later, in 1942, two black teenag-
ers were lynched there.

The book also recounts the height of Shubuta’s civil 
rights movement in 1966 and highlights the efforts of local 
civil rights activists.

“This story is told over such a long period of time, so 
you see different characters, events and themes elevated,” 
Ward said. “There are lots of communities in Mississippi 
that have their own stories like this that haven’t been told. 
I would like for this to be a model for seeking out these 
stories and thinking about new structures for telling them.”

Both Shubuta bridge lynchings occurred in an era of 
world war, when Ward said bubbling social conflicts and 
anxieties reached new heights. Membership to the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People grew 
during both world wars, he said, and pressure on the gov-
ernment to make social changes increased on many fronts.

Also, economic shifts brought by the wars allowed 
blacks opportunities for higher paying jobs, which Ward 
said challenged the prevailing class structure and helped 
people leave a system of debt and credit that had kept them 
in a cycle of poverty.

Challenges to economic and class themes re-emerged in 
Shubuta in the late 1960s, Ward added, especially when the 
Head Start anti-poverty program offered jobs to African- 
American women that paid three times more than common 
subservient labor.

Time Magazine has published an excerpt from the book’s 
introduction, and Ward has talked about it in interviews for 
National Public Radio and Vice Magazine. He said what 
he thinks makes the story so unique is having the bridge, 
which is still standing, as a physical device tying it together.

“Every town is famous for something,” he said. “You just 
don’t necessarily get to choose what that thing is.”

This is Morgan’s second published book. His first, “De-
fending White Democracy: The Making of a Segregationist 
Movement and the Remaking of Racial Politics, 1936-65,” 
was released in 2011.
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CCC graduates 21 from short-
term health sciences programs
The Mississippi Link Newswire

MSU African American Studies 
program hosts historic SEC workshop

MSU professor pens 
book on Shubuta 
Bridge lynchings

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Pictured (front row, from left) Brittni Lucas, Sharonee Griffin, Kyle Taylor, Avis Williams; (second row) CCC 
President Valmadge Towner, Miracle Lynn, Imani Scott, Rhonda Richardson, John Winters, EMT Instructor Bert 
Stallings, and Clinical Coordinator Chris Whitfield.

Pictured (front row, from left) LaCandrice Burks, Ashley Morris, Cadedra Shelton, Ashley Magsby, Tyla Rash; 
(second row) CCC President Dr. Valmadge Towner, Phlebotomy Instructor Zaqua Ervin, Jalissa Thomas, Datoya 
Canada, Jamal Sampson, Bobby Lewis, Javonta Lucas, Tonya McNeal, Phlebotomy Instructor Bobbie Thomas 
and Kemeshia Tribbett. 

Leaders of African American Studies programs include (seated, from left) Violet M. Showers Johnson, 
Texas A&M University; Stephen Middleton, Mississippi State University; Anastasia Curwood, University 
of Kentucky; and Stephanie Shonekan, University of Missouri; (standing, l-r) Sharon Austin, University 
of Florida; Dawn Duke, University of Tennessee; Pearl K. Dowe, University of Arkansas; Charles Ross, 
University of Mississippi; Hilary Green, University of Alabama; Valerie Babb, University of Georgia; and 
Valinda Littlefield, University of South Carolina. PHOTO BY MEGAN BEAN

Ward



Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber was 
a guest speaker for one of Whit-
ten Middle School’s Men on the 
M.O.V.E. (Motivating Organizing 
Volunteering and Engaging) stu-
dent forums. The stop was spon-
sored by the city of Jackson’s De-
partment of Public Works and “I 
Need You to Make It” Youth Initia-
tive.

“Remember where you come 
from and who you are,” said Yar-
ber. “Even if you’re not measur-
ing up, there’s still time for you to 
make it. I came to challenge you to-
day. The only way you will become 
great is by overcoming those great 
challenges.”

Kisha Powell, director of the city 
of Jackson Department of Public 
Works, talked to students about the 
hard work and joys of a career in 
engineering.

“There are a lot of cool things in 
this world that engineers are do-
ing,” said Powell. “I encourage you 
to think of careers in science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathemat-
ics as you continue your studies.”

Other employees from the De-
partment of Public Works, Depart-
ment of Youth Initiative and local 
partners also visited Poindexter 
Elementary to increase awareness 
of the engineering profession and 
to showcase the accomplishments 

and contributions engineers make 
in society.

The city of Jackson’s visit was 
held as part of National Engineers 
Week, which is dedicated to ensur-

ing a diverse and well-educated fu-
ture engineering workforce by in-
creasing the understanding of and 
interest in engineering and technol-
ogy careers.

8 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comMAY 26 - JUNE 1, 2016

Stokes honors Gray

Jackson City Councilman Kenneth Stokes presented Jackson Public Schools Superintendent Cedrick Gray with the Dr. John 
A. Peoples Award during the Council meeting May 17. The award was part of the Martin Luther King Jr. program hosted by 
Councilman Stokes in January 2016. Dr. John A. Peoples was president of Jackson State University from 1967 to 1984.

Greater Jackson Chamber 
Partnership’s Teacher Rec-
ognition committee hon-
ored three Jackson Public 
Schools with a spot on its 
distinguished Metro Teach-
er Recognition program.

Delane Lesh of Spann El-
ementary, Claire Marron of 
Pecan Park Elementary and 
Kacy Hellings of Davis IB 
Elementary were surprised 
at their schools with the 
announcement of their se-
lection and were presented 
awards during an annual re-
ception where all 12 metro 
teachers were praised for 
teaching excellence.

The recognition program 
is a way for the chamber to 

honor individuals who are 
representatives of the excel-
lent teachers we have in the 
metro area.

Each year the Greater 
Jackson Chamber Part-
nership proudly honors 
teachers throughout Hinds, 
Rankin and Madison coun-
ties for their outstanding 
achievements in the class-
room.

The program, now in its 
21st year, is designed to 
elevate the teaching pro-
fession by recognizing and 
awarding teachers in the 
metro area for quality and 
excellence in education, 
thus demonstrating the busi-
ness community’s apprecia-
tion for the contribution that 
teachers bring to the work-
force.

JPS teachers honored as 
Metro Teachers of the Year

Callaway High School’s Academy 
of Health Related Professions and St. 
Dominic Health Services, Inc.’s Care-
A-Van sponsored a health fair on the 
campus in April where more than 250 
of the academy’s scholars received 
free health screenings and a chance to 
learn about health and safety careers.

The students toured the Jackson-
Hinds Comprehensive Health Cen-
ter mobile unit and had their vision, 
hearing and blood pressure checked 
while they learned good habits to 
adopt and bad habits to avoid in order 
to maintain good health.

The Jackson Fire Department con-
ducted a smoke house demonstration 
and gave the teens fire safety tips.

The Academy of Health Related 
Professions provides academic and 
practical experiences along with 

quality professional exposure that 
prepares students for a career in 
health-related professions while up-

holding a high standard of academic 
rigor, personal accountability and 
citizenship.

Callaway High School encourages 
wellness, safety with health fair

Callaway High School’s Academy of Health Related Professions program host-
ed a health fair this spring that gave students an opportunity to learn about the 
growing health care field.

Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber greets Whitten students during a Men on the 
M.O.V.E. event at the school.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mayor Yarber, city officials 
share message at Whitten
Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

Hellings Lesh Marron
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For the first time, students 
taking college-credit courses 
will have access to Federal Pell 
Grants as early as high school. 
Jackson State University is the 
only public four-year HBCU to 
receive this award and one of 
only 44 postsecondary institu-
tions nationwide to participate in 
this dual enrollment experiment 
launched by the U.S. Department 
of Education in support of the 
Obama Administration’s work 
to expand college opportunity. 
Jackson Public Schools is JSU’s 
partnering school district.

Dual enrollment, in which 
students enroll in postsecondary 
coursework while also enrolled 
in high school, is viewed as a 
promising approach to improve 
academic outcomes for students, 
particularly those from low-in-
come backgrounds.

“This grant gets to the heart of 
the longstanding discussion of 
opportunity and affordability in 
higher education, both of which 
have been major impediments to 
access to a collegiate education 
for many students,” said Carolyn 
W. Meyers, president of Jackson 
State University.

Cedrick Gray, superintendent 
of JPS, said, “We are excited 
about this opportunity for our 
scholars. It will better prepare 
them for their academic lives and 
societal roles.”

Speaking about the potential 

long-term outcome of this ex-
periment, Evelyn Leggette, pro-
vost and senior vice president for 
Academic and Student Affairs at 
Jackson State said, “We know 
that earning a college degree can 
be a life-altering achievement. It 
is critical that we make the op-
portunity to earn a college edu-
cation a reality for more of our 
qualified young people – regard-

less of income status. A better ed-
ucated populace benefits us all.”

Nicole Evans, vice president 
for Enrollment Management 
and Institutional Research at 
JSU, estimates this award will 
be about $1 million a year for 
four years. Evans said, “Jackson 
Public School students and par-
ents know and understand that 
increased student achievement 

does not occur in isolation. It 
takes partnerships, such as this 
one, to ensure student success. 
The ultimate goal is to extend the 
pipeline from P-12 to P-16.”

“Innovation is an important 
underpinning in our efforts to ex-
pand college access and increase 
college completion for our na-
tion’s students, said U.S. Un-
der Secretary of Education Ted 

Mitchell.
“We’re thrilled these institu-

tions have joined us in answering 
the President’s call to reimagine 
the high school experience and 
create stronger linkages to col-
lege coursework. These sites will 
help us learn how the availability 
of Pell Grants impacts participa-
tion and success in dual enroll-
ment programs.”

JSU’s director of undergradu-
ate admissions, Janieth Wilson-
Adams, said, “Jackson State 
University is elated to have been 
selected as a participant in the 
Dual Enrollment Experiment. 
I am particularly excited about 
what this means for the students. 
Our partnership with JPS will 
help ensure student access, as 
well as student success in their 
pursuit of a postsecondary de-
gree.”

This grant is a promising ap-
proach to improving college 
access rates, as well as college 
completion rates for students 
from low-income backgrounds. 
A majority of the schoolchildren 
attending the nation’s public 
schools come from low income 
families and unfortunately, Mis-
sissippi leads the nation, with 71 
percent of students coming from 
low-income backgrounds. The 
cost of postsecondary continues 
to rise, and has created a barrier 
to access for many students.

The number of students in 
JPS who come from low-income 

backgrounds is nearly 90 per-
cent.

In the 2010-2011 school year, 
more than 1.4 million high 
school students took courses of-
fered by a college or university 
for credit through dual enroll-
ment. A growing body of re-
search suggests that participation 
in dual enrollment can lead to 
improved academic outcomes, 
especially for first-generation 
college students.

Earning a college degree is an 
increasingly important step to-
wards entering the middle class. 
Yet less than 10 percent of chil-
dren born in the bottom quartile 
of household incomes attain a 
bachelor’s degree by age 25, 
compared to over 50 percent in 
the top quartile.

As part of this experiment, an 
estimated 10,000 high school 
students will have the opportu-
nity to access approximately $20 
million in Federal Pell Grants 
to take dual enrollment courses 
provided by colleges and high 
schools throughout the nation. 
Nearly 80 percent of the selected 
sites are community colleges.

Research suggests that par-
ticipation in dual enrollment 
can lead to better grades in high 
school, increased enrollment in 
college following high school, 
higher rates of persistence in col-
lege, greater credit accumulation, 
and increased rates of credential 
attainment.

Alcorn State University stu-
dents, faculty, staff, legislators 
and community leaders gath-
ered to help the School of Edu-
cation and Psychology celebrate 
their momentous achievement.

The School celebrated be-
coming the first historically 
black college or university in 
the country and the first insti-
tution of higher learning in the 
state of Mississippi to receive 
the Council for the Accredita-
tion of Educator Preparation ac-
creditation. The celebration was 
held April 27 in the Dr. Clinton 
Bristow Jr. Dining Facility Gold 
Room.

The School received initial 
accreditation for seven years 
from CAEP during the fall 2015 
semester. CAEP is the national 
accrediting body for schools, 
colleges and departments of ed-
ucation authorized by the U.S. 
Department of Education.

CAEP determines which 
schools, colleges and depart-

ments of education meet rigor-
ous national standards in pre-
paring new and experienced 
teachers and other school spe-
cialists for the classroom and/or 
other P-12 service.

Dean of the School of Educa-
tion and Psychology, Robert Z. 
Carr Jr., expressed his pride in 
the department’s accomplish-
ment while pointing at a table of 
skilled teachers who are recent 
graduates of the program.

“You’re the reason we are 
here this evening celebrating 
this achievement,” Carr said. 
“We produce the best teach-
ers. We are so proud of each of 
you. Remember these words by 
Tony Wagner, ‘The world does 
not care what you know, it only 

cares about what you can do 
with what you know.’ Now, go 
make a difference in the lives of 
your students.”

Alcorn President, Alfred 
Rankins Jr., said that the historic 
accreditation is a testament to 
Carr’s bold commitment to ex-
cellence.

“Thank you Dean Carr for 
your leadership,” Rankins 
said while acknowledging his 
(Carr’s) vision and the enor-
mous effort of the entire school. 
“Thank you for being bold 
enough to be first. It takes cour-
age and confidence to be first. 
It’s always harder on those who 
are first. We thank you for your 
commitment to academic excel-
lence.”

Alcorn State University’s Pres-
ident Alfred Rankins Jr., is join-
ing the advisory board to con-
tribute to the progress of Entergy 
Mississippi, Inc.

In the company’s news release, 
Entergy Mississippi President 
and CEO, Haley Fisackerly, ex-
pressed how excited he is to add 
Rankins to the Entergy team.

“We are pleased to have some-
one of Dr. Rankins’ caliber join 
our advisory board and look for-

ward to him be-
ing a part of the 
Entergy Missis-
sippi family,” 
said Fisackerly.

Entergy Mis-
sissippi, Inc. 
provides elec-

tricity to approximately 445,000 
customers in 45 counties. It is a 
subsidiary of Entergy Corpora-
tion. Entergy Corporation is an 
integrated energy company en-
gaged primarily in electric power 

production and retail distribution 
operations.

Entergy owns and operates 
power plants with approximately 
30,000 megawatts or electric gen-
erating capacity, including nearly 
10,000 megawatts of nuclear 
power. Entergy delivers electric-
ity to 2.8 million utility custom-
ers in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi and Texas. Entergy has 
annual revenues of more than $ 
11.5 billion and more than 13,000 
employees.

Jackson State partners with JPS in 
dual enrollment Pell Grant experiment
U.S. Department of Education experiment seeks to expand college access

ASU School of Education 
and Psychology recognized 
for CAEP accreditation

Rankins named to Entergy 
Mississippi’s advisory board

Jackson State University and Jackson Public School District leaders were all smiles as they acknowledged 
a Dual-Enrollment Grant announcement from the U.S. Department of Education. Seated from left: Cedrick 
Gray, superintendent of JPS; Carolyn W. Meyers, president of JSU; and Evelyn Leggette, provost and 
senior vice president for Academic and Student Affairs at JSU. Standing from left: Frederick Murray, chief 
academic officer for JPS; Shemeka McClung, director of academic assessment at JSU; Juanita Morris, 
director of undergraduate recruitment for JSU; Nicole Evans, vice president for Enrollment Management 
and Institutional Research at JSU; and Janieth Wilson-Adams, director of undergraduate admissions at 
JSU. PHOTO/CHARLES A. SMITH, JSU

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Rankins



Memorial Day 2016 
is here and along with it 
comes a weekend filled 
with picnics, barbecues, 
shopping excursions/
sales, and a day of rest. 
But most importantly, it 

is a day of recognition for the deceased 
who served in the military.

The history of Memorial Day is easily 
accessible in various locations because 
of the electronic age, but one site that 
may be of the most interest to Missis-
sippians is http://www.theatlantic.com/
national/archive/2014/05/a-real-story-
of-memorial-day/371497/. It notes that a 
year after the war’s end, in April, 1866, 
four women of Columbus, Miss. gath-
ered together to decorate the graves of 
the Confederate soldiers. They also felt 
moved to honor the Union soldiers bur-
ied there, and to note the grief of their 
families, by decorating their graves as 
well. The story of their gesture of hu-
manity and reconciliation is now told 
and retold in Mississippi as being the oc-
casion of the original Memorial Day.

Although many do not feel that this 
is a religious holiday, I beg to differ 
because prayers for those who fight for 
freedom are as old as prayer itself. So, 
don’t get too excited about the distrac-
tions of the food, shopping and other 
events. Be engaged and be prayerful and 
thankful for those who have made, and 
continue to make, the ultimate sacrifice 
– the willingness to fight for our country.  
Their stories should be shared not only 
on Memorial Day, but all year long.

As I always do, I now ask that you re-
member Isaiah 52:7 which reads – “How 
beautiful on the mountains are the feet 
of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring good tid-
ings, who proclaim salvation, who say to 
Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messenger 
for news in and around the state of Mis-
sissippi, would like to not only share 
your news but all who would like to tell 
others about the Lord’s goodness and 
about their places of worship and even 
those religious institutions you may have 
visited.

To share your news, contact Daphne 
M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.
com, fax (601) 896-0091 or mail your in-
formation to The Mississippi Link, 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the 
Religion EditorChurches honor graduates during 

baccalaureate services
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R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Wat-
kins Dr., Jackson, continues it month of 
prayer themed: “May: 31 Days of Prayer.” 
The event, for girls sixth – 12th grades, 
will include entertainment, a fashion 
show, life lessons and gifts. Activities for 
the weekend will close with the Baccalau-
reate worship service for the 2016 gradu-
ates. For more information, visit http://
newhope-baptist.org/ or call (601) 366-
7002. Dr. Jerry Young is the pastor.

St. Paul A. M. E. Church, 816 Madison 
Ave., Madison, Outreach Ministry will col-
lect personal care items for the men and 
women of Stewpot Ministries during the 
month of May. For more information, call 
(601) 898-9610 or visit http://stpaulame-
madison.org/. Rev. Byram D. McKinzie is 

the pastor.

Green Pastures Baptist Church, 2239 
Flag Chapel Road, Jackson, will host its 
Spring Give-A-Way from 7-9 a.m. May 28.  
All items available are free. For more in-
formation call (601) 922-9050. Rev. Carl 
Hunt is the pastor.

St. Mark Church, 1638 Clinton-Raymond 
Road, Clinton, will have its ordination ser-
vice for Min. Dexter H. Shelby and Bro. 
Jerry D. Washington to become a deacon 
at 3 p.m. May 29. For more information 
call (601) 813-8704.

Divine Ministries, 1417 West Capitol 
St., Jackson, is the location where HOPE 
Ministry will present the “I Am” Women’s 

Empowerment Conference 2016 at 7 p.m.  
June 2-3, and at 10 a.m. June 4. The 
guest speakers will include  Pastor De-
loris Randall, Resia Thompson, Prophet-
ess LaShawn Traylor and Pastor Rudeco 
Roberts. For more information call (601) 
831-1916 or e-mail lbjackson@gmail.
com.  Minister LaTasha Burks-Jackson is 
the founder.

Mt. Olive M. B. Church, 6449 West 
Northside Dr., Bolton, will hold its 13th 
year anniversary program for their pas-
tor, Rev. Wayne C. Moore Jr. and First 
Lady Ann Moore, at 2 p.m. June 5. The 
speaker will be the Rev. Regional Harris, 
pastor of Morning Star Church in Vicks-
burg. For more information call (601) 
866-7870.

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

Baccalaureate ceremonies are 
bountiful across the Jackson 
metro area during the 2016 grad-
uation season. For those who 
are familiar with its meaning, 
an article titled “What’s a Bac-
calaureate Ceremony?” on www.
youngadults.about.com explains 
baccalaureate as “a centuries-old 
religious graduation tradition 
that started in England, but in 
the United States, the term gen-
erally refers to a non-denomina-
tional ceremony held a few days 
before high school or college 
graduation. Unlike the massive 
commencement exercises held 
in stadiums or arenas, baccalau-
reate ceremonies offer a quieter, 
more intimate opportunity to 
pause and reflect on this rite of 
passage.”

Many of us know that in the 
African-American community, 
the ceremony usually includes 
a sermon by a church’s pastor.  
Family and friends are just as 
prevalent at this ceremony as 
they are at the graduates’ com-
mencement services.

As many churches in the area 
honor its graduates, a few of 
them are being shared with you 
today.

College Hill M.B. Church college graduates

Pictured are the 2016 graduates and scholarship committee members of New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jackson. All gradu-
ates were honored during the church’s recent Baccalaureate service. Dr. Jerry Young is the pastor.

College Hill M.B. Church high school graduates

The 2016 graduates of Crossgates M.B. Church, 325 McDowell Road in Jack-
son, who were honored during the church’s recent Baccalaureate Service. The 
Rev. Stanley Smith (center) is the pastor.

A congratulatory fellowship ended the celebration 
at True Light M.B. Church, 224 E. Bell St., Jackson, 
that honored the church’s 2016 graduates dur-
ing its Baccalaureate Service. The Rev. Marcus E. 
Cheeks is the pastor.

Charence Higgins, a mem-
ber of College Hill M.B. 
Church, is a 2016 graduate 
of Jackson State University. 
Higgins was unable to at-
tend the church’s ceremony.

Special to The Mississippi Link



“It was an 
answer to my 
prayers but not 
what I prayed 
for.” A male 
friend of mine 
made a state-

ment similar to this when he was 
describing how he felt about his 
new girlfriend a few years ago.  
Being a little confused on what 
he meant, I asked him how that 
was possible. He explained that 
he’d prayed to God for the kind 
of woman he wanted in a rela-
tionship. One of his prayers was 
that she be a “strong Christian.”

When he met his current girl-
friend a few months later, he 
was ecstatic because she was a 
“strong” Christian. However, 
when she told him that she was 

practicing celibacy, he thought 
for a moment that he didn’t want 
her to be THAT strong. He ad-
mitted that God had answered his 
prayer but that it was not exactly 
what he’d expected.

I could understand his point of 
view. I thought about the times 
when I’d prayed for something 
and gotten it and then felt a 
strange mixture of relief and con-
fusion. I’d gotten what I wanted 
but once I got it, there is a part of 
me that didn’t want it anymore.  
I felt guilty for being ungrateful.  

For many of us, going to God 
in prayer is an easy thing to do.  
We’ve been taught to go to God 
with our requests. We even know 
the scriptures that will give us 
the biggest bang for our spiritu-
al buck. But what do you when 
those answered prayers are dis-
appointing or overwhelming?

Job from the Old Testament 
may be one of the best exam-
ples of one who sought answers 
from God but who seemed un-
sure and even overwhelmed on 
how to respond to the answered 
prayer. After Job and his friends 
spent chapter after chapter ques-
tioning God’s sovereignty, Job 
38:1-3 says,”Then the Lord an-
swered Job out of the storm. He 
said: “Who is this that darkens 
my counsel with words without 
knowledge? Brace yourself like a 
man; I will question you and you 
shall answer me.”

Job got a chance to respond 
four chapters later in 42:5: “My 
ears had heard of you but now 
my eyes have seen you.” Job fi-
nally had a true long lasting rev-
elation of who God was and it 
was overwhelming. When we get 
our prayers answered, we also 

get that same experience of being 
astounded by the intensity and 
purity of God’s presence.

This happens especially if 
what you’ve prayed for comes 
in the form of an answer that you 
need and know that it’s God but 
it’s not necessarily what you ex-
pected.

Wouldn’t it be exactly what 
you wanted if it were an an-
swered prayer from God? Not 
necessarily. God doesn’t always 
give us what we want but he al-
ways gives us what we need. The 
point of the answered prayer isn’t 
to give us “stuff” but to give an 
authentic experience with God.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
ends.” She can be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of May 26

1. Wanna Be Happy?    Kirk Franklin
2. Put A Praise On It    Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard
3. Worth     Anthony Brown & group therAPy
4. The Anthem     Todd Dulaney
5. 123 Victory     Kirk Franklin
6. I’m Yours      Casey J
7. Made A Way     Travis Greene
8. Be Like Jesus    Deitrick Haddon
9. You’re Mighty     J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
10. Better     Hezekiah Walker

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                 ARTISTS     ALBUM

Your prayers been 
answered … now what? The church is 

a spiritual body, 
the body of Je-
sus Christ. It is 
a gathering of 
people called to 
advance God’s 

kingdom and actively participate 
in and support the mission work 
of feeding the flock and sharing 
the good news. However, before 
we can participate in and support 
the mission work, we must culti-
vate a sweet spirit of peace while 
striving for holiness.

Holiness is a major theme 
leading to preparation for God’s 
kingdom and salvation. Peace is 
one of its fruits. We must show 
love for the brethren and contin-
ue to strive to do good for them 
when the opportunity presents 
itself, especially to those who are 
of the household of faith. (Read 
Galatians 6:10).

We read in Proverbs 13:10 
these words written by Solomon, 
“Only by pride cometh conten-
tion, but with the well-advised 
is wisdom. (21st century King 
James- KJ21).”

My friends, contention, strife 
and disunity divide. This was the 
subject of Romans 14. Church 
members were becoming irri-
tated and bent out of shape over 
things that had little or nothing 
to do with salvation. They were 
about creating crisis and disrup-
tion in the congregation.

The Apostle Paul tells these 
people to change their focus and 
attitude and to renew their think-
ing. He shares these words in 
Romans 14:19, “Therefore let us 
pursue the things which make for 
peace and the things by which 
one may edify another. (NKJV).”

As he warned them then, he 
also warns us today to lay aside 
the causes of contention, bick-
ering, hatred and hostility so all 
can live in harmony and peace. 
There are times we don’t un-
derstand the competitiveness of 
human nature, but it can lead to 
pride. Pride feels it has to be No. 
1, and if possible, steps over oth-
ers.

Such behaviors and attitudes 
do not make peace. Instead of 
seeking the things that cause 
contention, Paul says seek and 
pursue the things that cause 
peace. It is our Christian respon-
sibility and service.

If we will agree to cooperate 
on these major things rather than 
on private ends and prejudices; 
then, peace and unity will tend 

to emerge rather than strife and 
disunity.

Paul states in 2 Corinthians 
5:18-21 these words, “Now all 
things are of God, who has rec-
onciled us to Himself through 
Jesus Christ, and has given us 
the ministry of reconciliation, 
that is, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, 
not imputing their trespasses 
to them, and has committed to 
us the word of reconciliation.  
Now then, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God were 
pleading through us: we im-
plore you on Christ’s behalf, be 
reconciled to God. For He made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin 
for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 
(NKJV).”

This process of reconcilia-
tion is the first step in becoming 
a peacemaker. We have to have 
peace with God first. When we 
cease to be an enemy of God 
and others, we get the benefit of 
becoming a peacemaker. Then, 
as a peacemaker, we spend time 
studying His word in order to 
know Him and what He requires 
of us. This pursuit is humbling 
and respectable. It allows us an 
opportunity to place less impor-
tant matters into proper perspec-
tive.

The solution to wars, divi-
sion, racial strife, drugs, alcohol 
and conflicts is the gospel. So as 
peacemakers, we must dedicate 
our lives to bringing peace to 
this dying world by evangeliz-
ing, which means sharing the 
good news, the love of God and 
the forgiveness of sin through the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

We also find in Romans 10:15, 
the Apostle Paul quoting from 
Isaiah’s writing these words, 
“And how shall they preach un-
less they are sent? As it is writ-
ten: ‘How beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the Gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things (KJ21).’”

Finally, my friends, the gospel 
to which God converts and trans-
forms us contains great news of 
peace and the feet of the bearers 
of this message are beautiful. So 
are you a peacemaker?

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, An-
derson, Ind. He serves as chair-
man of the Southeastern Associ-
ation of The Church of God, Inc.
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OPINION

Ted Cruz is 
gone and good 
riddance. The 
Texas senator 
fully deserved 
his humiliating 
defeat by Don-

ald Trump in the May 3 Indiana 
GOP primary. He was undoubt-
edly the nastiest politician to 
prowl the halls of the U.S. Sen-
ate since the Red-baiter Joseph 
McCarthy back in the 1950s.

Unfortunately, the social and 
political poison that made a 
Cruz candidacy viable for so 
long isn’t gone. That’s obvi-
ous from the next-day headline 
the Huffington Post used to 
describe the new titular head 
of the Republican Party: Liar. 
Xenophobe. Misogynist. Dem-
agogue. Presidential Nominee.

Trump’s success completes 
for the moment the most aston-
ishing act of self-destruction in 
the history of American poli-
tics. I’m referring, of course, 
to that of the Republican Party 
itself. Some GOP officeholders 
and operatives are now crying 
in their teacups about Trump – 
with a few even publicly pledg-
ing not to vote for him. But the 
GOP’s leadership has only it-
self to blame.

Consider this: The Republi-
can Party is about to nominate 
a man of dubious political be-
liefs who has never before held 
any political office and whose 
personal life has, according 
to his many boasts over the 
years, violated several tenets 
of supposedly sacred conserva-
tive “values.” Yet, he has van-
quished a Republican primary 

field that included four current 
governors, four current sena-
tors, and the son and brother of 
the party’s last two presidents.

And Trump conquered the 
field not by reasoned discourse 
and a coherent policy platform, 
but via a reality-show-like 
campaign that appealed to the 
worst instincts and attitudes of 
a large segment of Republican 
voters.

That “winning” approach 
was fully on display in the 
weeks leading up to the Indi-
ana primary. By then, the once-
smarmy public “friendship” of 
Cruz and Trump had degener-
ated into a venomous display 
of cesspool politics. Trump’s 
scurrilous references to Cruz’s 
wife and father provoked Cruz 
to describe Trump as “a patho-
logical liar,” “utterly amoral,” 
“a narcissist at a level I don’t 
think this country has ever 
seen,” “a serial philanderer ... 
(who) boasts about it ...”

In addition to what it says 
about the character of both 
men, we ought to see this deep 
dive into cesspool politics in its 
broader dimension: as a blow-
back of the immoral, win-at-
all-costs attitude Republicans 
had been cultivating within the 
party for years. It should have 
been clear to them years ago 
that the profound intolerance 
and irrationality they stoked 
among GOP voters to try to 
wreck the Obama administra-
tion would sooner or later come 
home to roost. 

In fact, as soon as Obama 
took office, the GOP’s “Obama 
Derangement Syndrome” be-
gan to wreak havoc among Re-
publicans as a bloc of GOP vot-

ers applied a no-holds-barred 
intolerance to Republican of-
ficeholders who were deemed 
insufficiently extreme. Their 
fury would in time produce 
the startling defeats of several 
prominent Congressional Re-
publicans, including Indiana 
Senator Richard Lugar and 
Virginia Representative Eric 
Cantor, then the third-ranking 
House Republican.

That descent into extrem-
ism also led to Cruz’s 2012 
U.S. Senate victory, and, he 
thought, gave him the ammu-
nition to begin running for the 
White House – by denigrating 
the GOP’s congressional lead-
ership – from the moment he 
arrived in Washington.

A year earlier, Trump’s grab 
for attention in 2011 on a “plat-
form” mimicking the GOP 
“Birthers” – who claimed that 
Obama wasn’t born in the U.S. 
and therefore wasn’t eligible to 
be president – had revealed just 
how irrational and uninterested 
in logic and facts a large seg-
ment of the GOP electorate was 
willing to be.

Obama’s re-election and the 
major achievements he contin-
ued to score despite Republican 
control of Congress intensified 
the erosion of political sense 
and common decency within 
the party.

Cruz will now be overshad-
owed by the focus on Trump. 
But it shouldn’t be forgotten 
that (albeit Ohio Gov. John Ka-
sich, who ended his campaign 
less than a day after Cruz did) 
they were the last men stand-
ing in the GOP primary. For 
they’re two sides of the same 
coin: Cruz tried to capture the 

presidency by running against 
his own party from the inside, 
while Trump, armed with his 
own financial war chest, was 
raiding it from outside.

Now that both parties’ nomi-
nees are set, expect more cess-
pool politics from Trump and 
the horde of overtly racist and 
sexist individuals and groups 
that comprise part of his win-
ning coalition. That is what 
he – who opened his campaign 
with the most naked appeal 
to bigotry of any presidential 
campaign since the segrega-
tionist Dixiecrat Party of 1948 
– used to defeat the Republican 
Party. That is what thrills the 
40 percent or so of Republican 
voters who comprise his base.

Indeed, the scurrilous and 
sexist T-shirts and other mer-
chandise that are the artifacts 
of conservatives’ “Hillary De-
rangement Syndrome” are al-
ready being hawked at Trump’s 
rallies. Albeit his half-hearted 
promises to be “presidential,” 
cesspool politics is the only 
kind of politics Donald Trump 
knows how to play.

Lee A. Daniels, a former 
reporter for The Washington 
Post and the New York Times, 
is also a former editor of The 
National Urban League’s The 
State of Black America. He 
is a keynote speaker and au-
thor whose books include Last 
Chance: The Political Threat 
to Black America. He is writing 
a book on the Obama years and 
the 2016 election. He can be 
reached at leedanielsjournal-
ist@gmail.comsidential,” cess-
pool politics is the only kind of 
politics Donald Trump knows 
how to play.

“Eschewing 
political banali-
ties, sloganeer-
ing and appeals 
to fears and sus-
picions, the can-
didates should 

seize the opportunity to chal-
lenge the nation to regain her 
sense of purpose by facing her 
imperfections, not apologeti-
cally, but with the firm resolve 
that this nation can and should 
do better.” – National Urban 
League Executive Director 
Vernon Jordan, the State of 
Black America, 1976.

As we observe the 40th an-
niversary of the State of Black 
America, the similarities of the 
United States of 1976 and the 
United States of 2016 are pro-
foundly striking. The nation 
was recovering from the worst 
economic downturn since the 
Great Depression. According 
to the report, “Blacks suffered 
disproportionately because of 
their low position on the eco-
nomic ladder as unemployment 
climbed to depression levels in 
many of their communities ...” 
These words could just as eas-

ily apply to today.
The 2016 edition of the State 

of Black America “Locked 
Out: Education, Jobs and Jus-
tice,” was released May 17, 
during a live broadcast from 
the Newseum. 

The report National Urban 
League’s annual analysis of 
Black and Latino equality in 
America, and, for the second 
year it will be available in an 
all-digital format available 
at www.stateofblackamerica.
org. Visitors will find the e-
book, Web Series, select data, 
videos, articles and other fre-
quently updated features.

This year’s report again in-
cludes the Equality Index, in 
its 11th year for the Black-
White Index and its sixth year 
for the Hispanic-White Index 
– measuring how well blacks 
and Latinos are doing in com-
parison to their white peers 
in five categories: economics, 
education, health, social jus-
tice and civic engagement.

The report includes a retro-
spective detailing America’s 
40-year progress in economic 
and social equality and oppor-
tunity. As this year’s report fo-
cuses on “Education, Jobs and 

Justice,” it’s valuable to look-
ing back to the state of black 
education, jobs and justice in 
1976. On education, Jordan 
wrote, “Not only were black 
children not being educated 
by the schools, a fact attested 
to by declining test scores, but 
they were also being thrown 
out of the institutions in dis-
proportionate numbers for al-
leged infractions.”

On jobs: “Despite claims 
that the recession has bot-
tomed out and the worst is be-
hind us, unemployment is still 
rampant in the nation and even 
the most optimistic forecast 
projects a continuing official 
unemployment rate of over 7 
percent. For blacks, this au-
tomatically means an official 
unemployment rate of 14 per-
cent.” Jordan added, “To as-
sume that the nation can live 
with so many people unable to 
find jobs and forming a perma-
nent cadre of the helpless and 
hapless, is dangerous.

And on justice: “While 
blacks are over-represented 
as crime victims, they are un-
derrepresented in the criminal 
justice system.  The city of 
Chicago is an example with 

a population that is 32.7 per-
cent black, it has a police force 
that is only 16 percent black. A 
survey by the Race Relations 
Information Center revealed 
that in 42 states out of a total 
of 41,984 state police person-
nel, only 616 or 1.5 percent are 
black.”

At the launch of the State 
of Black America® 2016, 
“Locked Out: Education, Jobs 
and Justice,” we heard from 
Vernon Jordan himself. Some 
of the nation’s leading thought-
leaders, analysts and activists 
are featured in our Web Series 
such as David Johns, Jona-
than Capehart, Mo Ivory and 
Sam White. The report itself 
includes essays from notables 
such as journalist and author 
Joy-Ann Reid, Congress-
woman Robin L. Kelly, U.S. 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand and 
Sundial Brands founder and 
CEO Richelieu Dennis.

Please stay in touch on 
www.stateofblackamerca.org 
for our ongoing conversation.

Marc H. Morial, former 
mayor of New Orleans, is 
president and CEO of the Na-
tional Urban League.

Leave it to 
Pat Buchanan, a 
former Richard 
Nixon speech-
writer, to sum-
marize why 
whites fear an 

increasingly diverse United 
States.

As MediaMatters docu-
mented, he appeared May 5 on 
NPR’s Morning Edition to rant 
about America no longer looks 
like the America of his child-
hood. NPR Host Rachel Martin 
pressed him on his views.

MARTIN: A decade ago, 
you wrote in your book, State 
of Emergency, on the issue of 
immigration, speaking of the 
world changing and America 
changing, you wrote that “if we 
do not get control of our bor-
ders, by 2050, Americans of 
European descent will be a mi-
nority in the nation their ances-
tors created and built.” Do you 
still stand by that statement? 
And do you think ideas like that 
resonate?

BUCHANAN: I would 
amend it. That period will be 
reached in 2042, now, or 2041. 
So we’re about 25 years away 
from the fact where Americans 
of European descent will be a 
minority in the United States.

MARTIN: Why do you see 
that as a problem?

BUCHANAN: Well, be-
cause I look at Europe and I 
look all over the world, and I 
see peoples everywhere at each 
others’ throats over issues of 
ethnicity and identity. Again, 
the United States of America 
– we had an enormous suc-
cess, we had high immigration 
from 1890 to 1920. Then we 
had a timeout where all those 
folks from eastern and southern 
Europe were assimilated and 
Americanized. They learned 
English. I went to school with 
the sons and daughters of these 
folks, and we created a really 
united country where 97 per-
cent of us spoke English in 
1960. Now, in half the homes 
in California, people speak a 
language other than English in 
their own homes. Anybody that 
believes that a country can be 
maintained that has no ethnic 
core to it or no linguistic core 
to it, I believe is naive in the 
extreme.

Martin did not let Buchanan 
off the hook.

MARTIN: Explain to me 
what having a diverse cultural 
identity and a diversity of lan-
guages, how that undermines 
the American identity. I think 
it’s important to try to under-
stand why you think that this is 
such a threat.

BUCHANAN: Well first, it 
seems that the American peo-
ple tend to agree with us, does 
it not?

MARTIN: But, what you are 
laying out is an America that 
is white, or if not exclusively 
white.

BUCHANAN: It’s an Amer-
ica like the country I grew up 
in, which was a pretty good 
country.

MARTIN: So how do you 
make that case in 2016?

BUCHANAN: Well, first 
off, the voters, apparently, in 
the Republican Party, have vot-
ed pretty conclusively for Don-
ald Trump. And we’re going to 
find out in the fall whether he 
has won it with the nation. Be-
cause, I think Hillary Clinton 
will raise the issue that she dis-
agrees with him sharply on this.

MediaMatters notes: “Bu-
chanan was fired from MSNBC 
in 2012 for his racist and big-
oted 2011 book Suicide of a 
Superpower, which followed 
his long history of racist re-
marks. During his book tour, 
Buchanan appeared on a white 
nationalist radio program – the 
same radio program the Trump 
campaign gave press creden-
tials to during the GOP primary 
election.

Trump has received enthu-
siastic support from white na-
tionalist media and current and 
former Ku Klux Klan leaders 
during his presidential candida-
cy, and has declined to disavow 
that support.”

Buchanan’s noxious views 
are thoroughly documented in 
the Anti-Defamation League’s 
report, “Patrick Buchanan: Un-
repentant Bigot.” Among other 
things, the ADL report ob-
serves, “In addition to his anti-
Semitism and anti-immigrant 
views, Buchanan has also made 
a number of racist statements 
and stereotyped characteriza-
tions of minority communi-
ties.”

Buchanan mirrors presump-
tive Republican presidential 
nominee Donald Trump’s 
promise to take back America.

The obvious question is: Take 
back the country from whom?

There have been some hu-
morous claims that England 
plans to take back America. 
One website satirically noted, 
“The Queen of England has is-
sued a promise to her subjects 
that she will invade the United 
States of America if Donald J. 
Trump is elected president in 
November of this year.

“’Should Mr. Trump be elect-
ed we will take back America 
by force and place it once again 
under colonial rule,’” her maj-
esty said in a statement this 
morning.

“The announcement has re-
ceived mostly a positive re-
sponse, but many critics have 
seen the Queen as merely tak-
ing advantage of the swell of 
anti-Trump feeling in the coun-
try after a petition calling for 
the banning of the real estate 
mogul from entering the UK 
received over 500,000 signato-
ries.

“In the meantime the Queen 
has ordered the armed forces to 
start preparations for an inva-
sion this November.”

The last time I checked, there 
is nothing for white Americans 
to take back. You can’t take 
back what you already have. 
Whites are almost exclusively 
the top 1 percent of wealthy 
Americans and are in control of 
most Fortune 500 corporations 
and the majority of U.S. insti-
tutions.

In truth, the only people who 
can legitimately “take back 
America” are Native Ameri-
cans, who predated Christopher 
Columbus and the European 
colonization of the Americas.

George E. Curry is presi-
dent and CEO of George Curry 
Media, LLC. He is the former 
editor-in-chief of Emerge mag-
azine and the National News-
paper Publishers Association 
News Service. He is a keynote 
speaker, moderator and media 
coach. Curry can be reached 
through his website, george-
curry.com. You can also follow 
him at twitter.com/currygeorge, 
George E. Curry Fan Page on 
Facebook, and Periscope. See 
previous columns at http://
www.georgecurry.com/col-
umns.

Warning: More deep 
cesspool politics ahead
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE

JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE 
ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN 
HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSIS-
SIPPI.

 I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
       A. OLD BUSINESS

1. CASE 2016-10, REQUEST BY: JENNIFER WELCH (APPLICANT) 
TO REPAIR/REPLACE WINDOWS WITH LIKE MATERIALS AT THE 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1032 SPENGLER AVENUE IN THE BEL-
HAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

      B. NEW BUSINESS 
1. CASE NO. 2016-11, REQUEST BY: CHRIST TEMPLE CHURCH 
OF HOLINESS (APPLICANT: VERNON ARCHER) TO DEMOLISH 
A HOUSE LOCATED AT 835 N. LAMAR STREET IN THE FARISH 
STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2016-12, REQUEST BY: TANDEM INVESTMENTS, 
LLC (APPLICANT: JENNIFER WELCH) TO DEMOLISH A HOUSE 
LOCATED AT 758 LORRAINE STREET, IN THE BELHAVEN HIS-
TORIC DISTRICT. 

3. CASE NO. 2016-13, REQUEST BY CHRIS SEWARD TO CON-
STRUCT A GATE , PERGOLA, AND CIRCULAR DRIVE WAY FOR 
THE HOME LOCATED AT 132 PINEHAVEN DRIVE IN THE BELHAV-
EN HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

4. CASE NO. 2016-14, REQUEST BY: HISTORIC PRESSERVATION 
COMMSSION FOR THE OWNERS OF 753 OAWOOD STREET, TO 
APPEAR BEOFRE THE COMMISSION REGUARDING A TREE RE-
MOVAL VIOLATION IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

 II.   OTHER  ITEMS
 III. ADJOURN                                                              

5/19/2016, 5/26/2016 

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2016-08 - Property and Casualty Insurance

for Jackson Public School District

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) June 
09, 2016, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The 
Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, 
and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-five calendar days 
from the date rfps are opened.

“Request for Competitive Sealed Proposals” may be obtained from the JPS Web-
site: www.jackson.k12.ms.us or by contacting Mrs. Charlotte Crisler at  ccrisler@
jackson.k12.ms.us or by phone at (601) 973-8578.

5/19/2016, 5/26/2016 

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City Council acting for and on behalf of the City of Jackson, Mississippi 
(the “Governing Entity”), the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi 
(the “Governing Body”), took up for consideration the matter of authorizing 
and approving a loan on behalf of the Government Entity from the Mississippi 
Development Authority (“MDA”) for the purpose of purchasing and installing 
energy conversion measures to promote energy efficiency and economic 
growth.

There upon Council Member Stokes offered and moved the adoption of the
following resolution:

RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENTION OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, TO AUTHORIZE AND APPROVE A LOAN ON BEHALF OF 
THE CITY FROM THE MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY IN A 
MAXIMUM PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED EIGHT HUNDRED FIF-
TY-THREE THOUSAND, NINE HUNDRED SIXTEEN DOLLARS ($853,916) 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PURCHASING AND INSTALLING ENERGY CON-
VERSION MEASURES TO PROMOTE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND ECO-
NOMIC GROWTH.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi (the “Gov-
erning Body”), does hereby find, determine, adjudicate and declare as fol-
lows:

 1. The Energy Development Fund, constituting Section 57-39-39, Missis-
sippi Code of 1972, as amended, was enacted for the purpose of providing 
financial assistance to entities interested in making energy efficiency capital 
improvements or in designing and installing new processes to improve energy 
efficiency and productivity in the state of Mississippi (the “State”).

 2. Pursuant to Section 57-39-39, MDA is authorized to make interest-bearing 
loans to public schools and/or local government entities, for the purpose of 
purchasing and installing energy conversion measures to promote energy ef-
ficiency and economic growth.

 3. The City will agree to make energy efficiency capital improvements or de-
sign and install new processes to improve energy efficiency and productivity 
and will request MDA to finance such costs associated with the development 
of these improvements (the “Project”).

 4. Pursuant to the Section 57-39-39 and guidelines adopted by MDA, the City 
will file an application with MDA for a loan to be used for the development of 
the Project in the amount of $853,916 (the “Loan”).

 5. The City and MDA will enter into a Loan Agreement (the “Agreement”) 
wherein the City agrees to borrow the proceeds of the Loan subject to and 
upon the terms and conditions of the Agreement.

 6. In order to secure the Loan, the City will execute and deliver to MDA a 
Promissory Note (the “Note”) and will enter into any and all other documents 
necessary to secure the Loan. Failure of the City to meet its repayment obli-
gations shall result in the forfeiture of:

Sales taxes from the Mississippi Department of Revenue in an amount suf-
ficient to repay obligations due pursuant to Section 57-39-39.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF JACKSON, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  The Council of the City does hereby declare its intention to au-
thorize and approve a Loan from MDA in the principal amount not to exceed 

$853,916 for the purpose of purchasing and installing energy conversion 
measures to promote energy efficiency and economic growth.

Section 2.  The Loan will be secured by a Note and all other documents nec-
essary to secure the loan executed and delivered by the City to MDA.  Pursu-
ant to Section 57-39-39, failure of the City to meet its repayment obligations 
shall result in the forfeiture of:

Sales taxes from the Mississippi Department of Revenue in an amount suf-
ficient to repay obligations due pursuant to Section 57-39-39 of the Act.

Section 3.  The Council proposes to authorize and approve the loan from 
MDA in the amount and for the aforesaid purposes at a meeting of the Gov-
erning Body to be held at its regular meeting place at City Hall in Jackson, 
Mississippi at 6 p.m. on the day June 14, 2016 or at some meeting held sub-
sequent thereto.  If fifteen hundred (1,500) of the qualified electors in the City 
shall file a written protest with the Clerk of the City against the authorization 
and approval for the Loan on or before the aforesaid date and hour, then the 
Loan shall not be entered into unless authorized at an election on the ques-
tion or authorizing and approving the Loan.  Such election shall be called and 
held as provided by law.

If no protest is filed, then the Loan may be entered into without an election on 
the question of authorizing and approving the Loan at any time within a period 
of two (2) years after the date above specified.

Section 4.  This Resolution shall be published once a week for at least four (4) 
consecutive weeks in the Mississippi Link, a newspaper published in Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and having a general circulation in the County and quali-
fied under the provisions of Section 13-3-31, Mississippi Code of 1972, as 
amended.  The first publication of this Resolution shall be made not less than 
twenty one (21) days prior to June 14, 2016, and the last publication shall be 
made not more than seven (7) days prior to such date, said Resolution to be 
published on May 19 and 26, and June 2 and 9, 2016.

Section 5.  The Clerk of the City shall be and is hereby directed to procure 
from the publisher of the aforesaid newspaper the customary proof of said 
publication of this Resolution and have the same before the Council on the 
date and hour specified in Section 3 hereof.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Barrett-Simon 
seconded.

Yeas – Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps, Stokes and Tillman.
Nays – None.
Absent – None.

**************
The motion having received the foregoing vote of the Governing Body, the 
Council President declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted, 
on this the 3rd day of May, 2016.

Title: ______________________________

Jackson, Mississippi

Kishia L. Powell                                           Gus McCoy 
Director, Department of Public Works    Chief Administrative Officer 

Terry Williamson 
Legal Counsel 

5/19/2016, 5/26/2016, 6/2/2016, 6/9/2016 
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi until 3:30 P.M., local time, June 21, 2016 at Jack-
son City Hall, for the Asphalt and Concrete Installation 
and Repair of Major Streets. The Project will include: mill-
ing and overlay; adjustment of concrete sidewalk for ADA 
compliance; signal loop replacement; base and shoulder 
repair; manhole rim adjustment and all items incidental to 
construction.

Contractors interested in bidding shall submit proposal 
inclusive of all streets listed in the bid package. The en-
tire projects must be completed within nine (9) months. 
The contract will be subjected to liquidated damages in 
the amount of five hundred dollars ($500.00) per calendar 
day for each consecutive calendar day in which the con-
tract time is exceeded. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-
discrimination in public contracting. It is the policy of the 
City of Jackson to promote full an equal business opportu-
nity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror 
shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Op-
portunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with 
the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, 
bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. 
For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Busi-
ness Opportunity Program, please contact the Division of 
Equal Business Opportunity at (601) 960-1856. Copies of 
the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of 
the Program are available at 200 South President Street, 
Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Missis-
sippi. 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through 
various programs, employment, initiatives, and assis-
tance. The City of Jackson encourages all persons, cor-
porations, and/or entities doing business within the City of 
Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract with the 
City of Jackson on various projects and/or conduct busi-
ness in Jackson to assist the City of Jackson in achieving 
its goal by strongly considering city of Jackson residents 
for employment opportunities particularly participants in 
the Jackson 500 Program. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in 
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d - 4, that all bidders 
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response 
to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, in con-
sideration for an award. 

Specifications and Proposal forms are on file and open 
to public inspection on the 5th floor (Infrastructure Man-
agement Division) of the Warren Hood Building located 
at 200 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201 and 
the Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 S. President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. One (1) copy of the Speci-
fications and Contract Documents may be procured from 
the Infrastructure Management Division, upon payment 
of $100.00, which will not be refunded. Please contact 
Leroy Lee (Infrastructure Manager) at (601) 960-1168 for 
directions or any additional information for procurement 
of the contract documents & specifications. The Standard 
Specifications adopted by the City Council may be pro-
cured from the Department of Public Works, if desired, 
upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specification.

A Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on June 9, 2016 at 3:00 
P.M local time, in the 5th floor conference room of the 
Warren Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jack-
son, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontractors, 
and other interested parties are encouraged to attend. 

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and pos-
sess a certificate of responsibility issued by the Missis-
sippi State Board of Contractors establishing its classifi-
cation as to the value and type of construction on which 
it is authorized to bid. Each bidder must deposit with its 
proposal, a bid bond or certified check in an amount equal 
to five percent (5%) of the total bid for the work, payable 
to the City of Jackson, as the bid security. 

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond 
and Payment Bond each in the amount of one hundred 
percent (100%) of the contract amount awarded. Attor-
neys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and 
Performance Bonds must file with each bond a certified 
and effective dated copy of their power of attorney. 

Bids shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited 
with the City of Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and 
date designated above. Each bidder shall write its certifi-
cate of responsibility number on the outside of the sealed 
envelope containing its proposal.  

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids and to waive any and all informalities. 

Kishia L. Powell    Gus McCoy 
Director, Department of Public Works  Chief Adminis-
trative Officer 

Terry Williamson 
Legal Counsel 

5/19/2016 , 5/26/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR                          
TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MIS-
SISSIPPI 39201 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS NAMING THE 
BUILDING THAT HOUSES THE JATRAN MAINTENANCE FACILITY AS 
THE ELPORT CHESS BUILDING IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOL-
LOWING: 

Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi Naming the Building 
that Houses the JATRAN Maintenance Facility the Elport Chess Building.  

5/26/2016, 6/2/2016  

For information about advertising in 

The 
Mississippi 

Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com



CLASSIFIED

LEGAL

The  Jackson-Tuskegee Alumni local club will host  the annual picnic for 
those young high school graduates in Mississippi, who plan to attend 
Tuskegee University. The picnic will began at 11:00 A.M. at Mays Lake  {off 
of Lakeland Dr.} June 4, 2016.   

Call Ms Lisa Wilson with your contact  information at telephone 
# 601-707-7271

5/26/2016  

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped 
in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 14, 2016, at which time said bids will be publicly 
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following: 

74567-061416 Asphalt Pavement Milling of Streets in Jackson-18 Month 

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CITY OF JACKSON’S WEBSITE, WWW.
JACKSONMS.GOV 

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 
604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are 
filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 
1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, 
in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s 
EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more 
information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Appli-
cation and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi. 

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the 
right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards 
will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in ac-
cordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost 
per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any 
proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In 
those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to 
award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such 
statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review. 
 
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA
Manager Purchasing Division
(601)960-1025 or 1533 

5/19/2016, 5/26/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped 
in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 14, 2016, at which time said bids will be publicly 
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following:

55004-061416 Twelve Month Supply of Waterproof Reflective Glass Beads

55054-061416   Eighteen-Month Supply of Traffic Sign Post
   
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT  HYPERLINK “http://WWW.JACKSONMS.
GOV” WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
 
The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 
604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are 
filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 
1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, 
in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s 
EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more 
information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Ap-
plication and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications.  The award could be according to the lowest 
cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any 
proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   
In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to 
award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such 
statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533 or 1025

5/26/2016, 6/2/2016 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bid

Bid 3043 - Key Elementary School Parking Lot Resurfacing
and Peeples Middle School Athletic Field Upgrades 

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Busi-
ness Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 
A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) June 20, 2016, at which time and place they 
will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Conference concerning 
the project will be held at Key Elementary School, 699 W. McDowell Road, 
Jackson, MS 39204, on May 31, 2016 at 9:00 A.M.  Attendance at the 
pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of 
Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, 
and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar 
days from the date bids are opened.  A $125.00 non-refundable deposit 
shall be required on each set of plans and specifications.  Hardcopies of 
proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from SOL En-
gineering Services, LLC, 106 S. President Street, Suite 400, Jackson MS 
39201, Phone: 601-961-1415, Fax: 601-960-0420.  Electronic copies may 
be obtained from ABC Plan Room.  

5/19/2016, 5/26/2016  

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI AMENDING 

PROCEDURES FOR THE ERECTION OF 
PUBLIC ACCESS GATES TO NEIGHBORHOODS. 

WHEREAS, Mississippi Code Ann. Section 21-37-3 of the Mississippi Code 
empowers the governing authorities of a municipality with the power to exer-
cise full jurisdiction in the matter of streets; and 

WHEREAS, Section 21-19-15 of the Mississippi Code also provides in perti-
nent part that the governing authorities of a municipality shall have the power 
to make all needful police regulations necessary for the preservation of good 
order and peace of the municipality, to prevent injury to, destruction of, or 
interference with public or private property; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authorities of the City of Jackson find that the 
installation of public access gates should be allowed under circumstances in 
which homeowners or residential neighborhoods seek to reduce traffic, deter 
crime, enhance their sense of community and/or improve their quality of life. 
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES OF 
THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI THAT: 

SECTION 1. APPLICABILITY. 
This Ordinance shall apply to any residential street within the City of Jackson 
in which the homeowners organization or other approved applicant agrees to 
install and maintain the gate(s) at applicant’s sole expense. 

SECTION 2. ACCESSIBILITY. 
A. Gates controlling entry to residential streets must provide full and equal 
access to the residential neighborhood insofar as to keep at least one of the 
neighborhood entrances open to all members of the general public twenty-
four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week. In neighborhoods where mul-
tiple entrances exist, exit-only gates are permitted so long as one entrance 
remains open to the general public at all times. B. All public access gates 
should be marked with signage indicating that it is open to the public. 

SECTION 3. PRIOR APPROVAL REQUIRED. 
All permit applications for gate installations must receive prior approval from 
the Department of Planning and Development. All permit applications shall 
contain the following information: 

A. Scaled sketch plans or photographs showing proposed gate dimensions 
and details of surrounding streetscape elements, including property lines, 
sidewalks, curb lines, lighting, trees indicating size, tree grates, planters, 
street signs, bus stops and fire hydrants if relevant. 

B. A petition reflecting that 60% of the homeowners in the platted subdivision 
agree to make said request. In alternative to a petition, a ballot may be sent 
by mail to all homeowners in the platted subdivision. If 60% of the homeown-
ers respond in the affirmative to said request, a sworn letter confirming the 
vote occurred as described and the vote results may be submitted instead of 
the petition. If there is no platted subdivision/neighborhood, a petition signed 
by 60% of the property owners whose property faces the public street on 
which the gate is to be installed or a mailed ballot in which 60% of the prop-
erty owners whose property faces the public street on which the gate is to be 
installed vote in the affirmative may be submitted. 

C. Any other additional information required by law, rule, or ordinance, or that 
any department of the City or City Council, or the permit applicant reason-
ably deems appropriate to assist the City in determining whether the per-
mit should be granted. The applicant shall be provided reasonable time to 
supplement the application and shall either be approved or denied within 60 
days of submission. 

SECTION 4. DESIGN STANDARDS. 
A. All gate installations must conform to the following provisions: 

1. Gates shall be designed in such way as to avoid damage to existing public 
infrastructure including road surface, base, and curbing. 2. A turn around 
space shall be constructed at the expense of the applicant or homeowners 
association in an area at a distance in front of the public access gate to allow 
an average size passenger vehicle to turn around and leave without access-
ing the gate. 

3. A sign shall be installed at the public access gate control mechanism which 
states “Push Button for Access.” The absence of signage or use of signage 
which in any manner discourages entrance by the public shall not be allowed.
 
4. The gate shall have a Fire box and SOS system which allows access by 
emergency vehicles, including fire and police department vehicles. Approach 

and departure areas on both side of a gated entrance must provide adequate 
set backs and proper alignment to allow free and unimpeded passage of 
emergency vehicles through the entrance area. 

5. The area containing and adjacent to the public access gate shall be suf-
ficiently lighted so that the public access gate may be easily seen at night. 

6. All components of the gate system must be maintained in an approved op-
erating condition, with all components serviced and maintained on a regular 
basis as needed to insure proper gate operation. A proper power supply shall 
be maintained to all electrical and electronic components at all times. In the 
event of a loss of power, a default open function shall be installed to keep the 
gate open until such time as power has been restored. 

B. The homeowners association or applicant shall assume all costs and re-
sponsibility for planning, installation, and maintenance of the public access 
gate, including repair or replacement if the public access gate malfunctions, 
become inoperable, or is damaged. 

C. The City shall maintain all authority over public access gates installed 
pursuant to this Ordinance. All gates, signage, and equipment are subject to 
periodic inspection by the City of Jackson and must be immediately repaired 
by the applicant or homeowners association if found to be in a condition of dis-
repair. The City shall have the right to enter the subdivision and disable, open, 
or remove any gate, device, or other feature that impedes or controls vehicle 
access at the sole expense of the homeowners association or applicant. 

D. To protect the interests of the City, the homeowners association or ap-
plicant shall obtain a policy of liability insurance in an amount of not less 
than one million dollars ($1 million), which policy will include the City as an 
additional insured interest and which will protect against costs, expenses, 
damages or judgments associated with claims arising out of the approval, 
installation and maintenance of the public access gate. Further, the home-
owners association or applicant shall indemnify the City and hold the City 
harmless for any costs, expenses, damages or judgments associated with 
claims arising out of the approval, installation and maintenance of the public 
access gate.  

E. Prior to the installation of the public access gate and at all times while the 
gate is in place, the applicant shall keep on file with the City the name tele-
phone number, and email address of an individual who will be responsible for 
repairing the gate or communicating with the city regarding any issues with 
the gate. In the event that the City cannot contact this individual in a timely 
manner when issues pertaining to the public access gate arise, the City may, 
after a hearing and vote of the Planning Board, rescind the permit to have a 
public access gate and order the responsible party to remove the gate. Such 
an order may be appealed to the City Council.  

SECTION 5. APPEALS PROCESS. 
An appeal from a decision of the Department of Planning and Development 
may be made to the City Council within ten (10) days of a letter of denial. 
Such appeal shall be in writing and shall state the nature of the grievance, 
and upon a hearing, the Council may immediately act to approve or deny an 
applicant’s request to install a public access gate.

SECTION 6. SEVERABILITY. 
Should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase, or section of 
this Ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, 
the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole, or any part 
or provision thereof other than the part so decided to be invalid, illegal, or 
unconstitutional, and shall not affect the validity of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi, as a whole. 

SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This article shall be effective thirty days (30) days after its adoption by the 
City of Jackson. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Tillman. 
Nays- None. Absent- Stokes. 

ATTEST: Kristi Moore City Clerk 
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, 
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed 
by the City Council at its regular meeting on the 3rd day of May, 2016, and 
recorded in Minute Book “6J”, pages 109-112. WITNESS my signature and 
official seal of office, this 19th day of May, 2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore City Clerk                                                                5/26/2016 

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
INCREASING TRANSPARENCY WITH SUBCONTRACTORS. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi is working to increase 
public trust, establish a system of transparency, public participation, and col-
laboration; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi believes that transparen-
cy promotes accountability and provides information for citizens about what 
their government is doing; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi is requiring the submis-
sion of a sworn affidavit listing all persons with an ownership interest in a 
contract and all persons natural or artificially retained by the contractor as a 
subcontractor in connection with the contract; providing that the listing shall 
be a public record; to provide for suspension of payments of invoices for 
contracts not in compliance with this section and to otherwise provide with 
respect thereto; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi hosted public meetings 
on February 16, 2016, February 24, 2016, and March 2, 2016 that resulted 
in subcontractors asking for the enforcement of the Equal Business Oppor-
tunity’s Executive Order and Ordinance, a written agreement between prime 
and subcontractors regarding the percentage of work and pay as well as all 
contractors who will perform on the contract, the implementation of a “quick 
payment” plan, increased outreach, and probable cause regarding the modi-
fication of subcontractors; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi concludes there must 
be a level of transparency to ensure compliance, oversee spending, promote 
efficiency, eliminate conflict of interest, and increase accountability. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED the following shall take effect upon passage: 

SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS 
a. “Contract” means any agreement to which the government is a party or any 
agreement on behalf of the government which involves that payment of public 
funds. b. “Material Financial Interest” means a personal and pecuniary inter-
est, direct or indirect, accruing to a public servant or spouse, either individu-
ally or in combination with each other. c. “Ownership Interest” means it shall 
not be deemed to include ownership of stock in a publicly traded corporation 
or ownership of an interest in a mutual fund or trust that holds an interest in 
a publicly traded company. d. “Person” means any individual, firm, business, 
corporation, association, partnership, union or other legal entity, and where 
appropriates a governmental entity. e. “Subcontractor” means a business or 
person that carries out work for a company as part of a larger project, contract 
and initiative. 

SECTION 2: REQUESTED DOCUMENTATION 
a. Stipulation to include as standard in language listed in contracts and due at 
the time of proposal submission:
1. Every contract in the amount of fifty thousand (50,000) dollars or more, to 
which the city is a party, shall contain as stipulation the requirements that the 
prime contractor shall provide the following: 

i. In addition to the Equal Business Opportunity Plan, a sworn affidavit illus-
trating the following: 

1. All persons, natural or artificial, with an ownership interest and material 
interest in the contractor; 2. No other person holds an ownership interest in 

the contractor; 3. There is no conflict of interest between contractors, public 
officials and fiduciaries as defined by the Mississippi Ethics Commission lo-
cated in Article 3: Conflicts of Interest, Improper Use of Office; 4. All persons, 
natural or artificial, who are retained by the contractor at the time of the con-
tract’s execution, who are expected to perform work, amount of work sub-
contracted, amount that will be paid to the subcontractor, and pay schedule 
of subcontractors in connection with the contractor’s work for the City; and 5. 
All subcontractors with subcontractors, who are expected to perform work, 
amount of work subcontracted, amount that will be paid to the subcontractor, 
and pay schedule of subcontractors in connection with the contractor’s work 
for the City. 

2. Monthly reports demonstrating the scope of work, services performed and 
payments to each subcontractor should be submitted to both the Equal Busi-
ness Opportunities (EBO) Manager and Office of the City Clerk. 

3. Before modification of any subcontractor performing work, the prime con-
tractor must submit a letter to the Equal Business Opportunities (EBO) Man-
ger illustrating probable cause and await approval or rejection in five (5) busi-
ness days. 

4. Once the prime contractor receives payment from the City, the prime con-
tractor has five (5) business days to pay all subcontractors. 

SECTION 3: EFFECTIVE DATE
a. The provisions of Section 2. of this ordinance shall become effective thirty 
(30) days after the effective date of this ordinance.

Council Member Priester moved adoption; Council Member Foote seconded. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix and Priester. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- Stamps, Stokes and Tillman. 

Note: Council Members Stokes and Tillman left the room during the vote. 

ATTEST: 
Kristi Moore City Clerk 
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, 
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by 
the City Council at its regular meeting on the 19th day of April, 2016, and re-
corded in Minute Book “6J”, pages 84-86. WITNESS my signature and official 
seal of office, this 19th day of May, 2016. 
(SEAL) Kristi Moore City Clerk                                                        5/26/2016 
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AUCTION: SATURDAY., MAY 28, 8:00
A.M. 20035 Hwy. 12 East, Kosciusko,
MS. MDOT, Forestry Commission,
Farm and Construction. Thomas
Auction. 662-289-7800.
www.thomasauctions.com. Lic. 1256

MEDICAL BILLING SPECIALISTS
NEEDED! Train at home for a career
working with Medical Billing and
Insurance Claims. Online training can get
you ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

$1000 WEEKLY POSSIBLE!! Mailing
brochures from home. Helping home
workers since 2001. Genuine opportunity.
No experience required. Start immediate-
ly. www.CentralMailing.Net

BIGGER PAYCHECKS! NO LAY-OFFS!
Become a new driver for WERNER
ENTERPRISES. Local Fee-Paid CDL
Training. No experience needed. Now hir-
ing! 1-888-540-7364
L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team driv-
ers needed to run from S.E. to West
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 1-800-647-5494.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com

MOBILE HOMES WITH ACREAGE.
Ready to move in.  Lots of room, 3
Bedroom,  2 Bath.  Quick and easy owner
financing (subject to credit approval). No
renters. 601-718-0295

AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
learn more.
DISH TV 190 CHANNELS plus
Highspeed Internet Only
$49.95/mo! Ask about a 3 year price
guarantee & get Netflix included for 1
year!  Call Today 1-800-319-2526
FAST INTERNET! HughesNet
Satellite Internet. High-Speed.
Available anywhere. Speeds to 15 mbps.
Starting at $59.99 month. Call for Limited
Time Price? 1-800-473-5281
SAVE ON INTERNET AND TV BUN-
DLES! Order the best exclusive cable and
satellite deals in your area! If eligible, get
up to $300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL
NOW! 1-800-375-1482
ULTIMATE BUNDLE from DIRECTV
and AT&T. 2 Year Price Guarantee. Just
$89.99 / month (TV / fast internet /
phone). FREE Whole-Home Genie HD-
DVR Upgrade. New customers only. Call
today. 1-800-215-6713

LUNG CANCER? And 60 Years Old?  If
So, You And Your Family May Be Entitled
To A Significant Cash Award.  Call  800-
290-7193 To Learn More.  No Risk.  No
Money Out Of Pocket.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

F o r  S a l e

C o m p u t e r s

M o b i l e  H o m e s

F o r  R e n tA u c t i o n s

E m p l o y m e n t - A t  H o m e

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

Week of May 22, 2016

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

M1 Mechanic Needed
Sanderson Farms is seeking an
individual that can perform major
repairs on gas and diesel engines,
trailers and associated equipment
on all mechanical, electrical and
hydraulic systems. 
Contact Buddy Oas at 601-
892-1145 or 601-497-7705 
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Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 95 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement Available

To Place Your Ad Order Call: 

MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

May22_MCAN

OH,
BABY!

Shouldn’t you 

advertise where 

people look?

60% of Mississippians cite newspapers 
as the advertising source they rely on most, making the paper 

Mississippi’s #1 local advertising source!

Regional Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900
2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350

3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100
Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Rates Available.

Mississippi Press Services

To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org
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advertise where 

people look?

60% of Mississippians cite newspapers 
as the advertising source they rely on most, making the paper 

Mississippi’s #1 local advertising source!

Regional Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900
2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350

3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100
Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Rates Available.

Mississippi Press Services

To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org
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LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
RENAMING ST. LOUIS STREET (FROM PEARL STREET TO

DR. ROBERT SMITH, SR. PARKWAY) TO JOSIE WELLS DRIVE. 

WHEREAS, Deputy U.S. Marshal Josie Wells departed this life recently and 
he lost his life in the line of duty, he and his family being citizens of Jackson, 
Mississippi; and 

WHEREAS, Deputy U.S. Marshal Josie Wells was a graduate of Jackson 
State University; and 

WHEREAS, Deputy U.S. Marshal Josie Wells was a husband and father and 
his memory will be preserved in the City of Jackson by this the street designa-
tion in his honor; and 

WHEREAS, the designation will enhance the historic nature of the area sur-
rounding Jackson State University and the City of Jackson. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City of Jackson, Mississippi here-
by renames St. Louis Street (from Pearl Street to the Dr. Robert Smith, Sr. 
Parkway) to Josie Wells Drive. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the city engineer is hereby authorized and 
directed to make appropriate revisions to the official map of the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi to reflect the renaming of said Public Street and to take ap-
propriate action as required to affect said name change. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi is authorized and directed to transmit a certified copy of the Ordi-
nance to the Director of the Mississippi Highway Department and to notify the 
Department of Transportation; Public Safety Communication Division; Hinds 
County Tax Assessor, the United States Postal Service, appropriate City De-
partments, utility providers, and all other necessary parties affected by the 
renaming of said street. 

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Hendrix second-
ed. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Hendrix, Priester and Stokes. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- Foote, Stamps and Tillman. 

ATTEST: 
Kristi Moore City Clerk 
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, 
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed 
by the City Council at its regular meeting on the 19th day of April, 2016, and 
recorded in Minute Book “6J”, page 80. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 19th day of May, 2016.

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore City Clerk 

5/26/2016 

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
RENAMING POINDEXTER STREET

(FROM J. R. LYNCH STREET TO UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD) 
TO COACH JAMES CARSON DRIVE.

 
WHEREAS, Coach James “Big Daddy” Carson was a citizen of the City 
of Jackson, and contributed to the legacy of the City of Jackson; and 

WHEREAS, Coach James “Big Daddy” Carson was a husband and 
father; and 

WHEREAS, Coach James “Big Daddy” Carson was a winning coach 
for Jackson State University football and his life made a great impact 
on the students and fans; and 

WHEREAS, the designation will enhance the historic nature of the area 
surrounding Jackson State University and the City of Jackson. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi hereby renames Poindexter Street (from J.R. Lynch Street to 
University Boulevard) to Coach James Carson Drive. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the city engineer is hereby autho-
rized and directed to make appropriate revisions to the official map of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi to reflect the renaming of said Public 
Street and to take appropriate action as required to affect said name 
change. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi is authorized and directed to transmit a certified copy of the 
Ordinance to the Director of the Mississippi Highway Department and 
to notify the Department of Transportation; Public Safety Communi-
cation Division; Hinds County Tax Assessor, the United States Postal 
Service, appropriate City Departments, utility providers, and all other 
necessary parties affected by the renaming of said street. 

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Barrett-
Simon seconded. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Hendrix, Priester and Stokes. Nays- None. 
Absent- Foote, Stamps and Tillman. 

ATTEST: Kristi Moore City Clerk 
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal 
of said City, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an 
Ordinance passed by the City Council at its regular meeting on the 
19th day of April, 2016, and recorded in Minute Book “6J”, pages 80-
81. WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this  19th day of 
May, 2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore City Clerk 

5/26/2016 
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Russell Simmons is just 
starting to regain a little nor-
malcy in his life.

He’s back at yoga and the 
hip-hop and business mogul 
is even able to run some er-
rands without worrying about 
whether a disgruntled Rush-
Card holder might verbally at-
tack him or worse.

Simmons never hung his 
head despite mounting – if 
unfair – criticism that rocked 
the music impresario when 
his innovative pre-paid Rush-
Card experienced a computer 
glitch last fall that prevented 
hundreds of thousands of card 
holders from accessing their 
money.

“I took full responsibility. 
It’s my card and I made sure 
to reach out to card holders 
personally and I reached into 
my own pocket to help people 
with their rent, their medicine 
or whatever emergency that 
may have come up,” Simmons 
said.

“All I knew how to do was 
to make good on it and try 
to make the people that were 
damaged whole again,” he 
said.

Simmons has done even 
more and he continues his 
push to have the underbanked 
and the underserved benefit.

“My mission is to eventu-
ally see that when someone 
pays their rent on time, pays 
their light bill on time, that 
these things go on their credit 
reports,” Simmons said. “It 
should be and if I can’t get 
regulators and the credit bu-
reaus to do it, then I will have 
to start my own credit bu-
reau.”

If that sounds like a bit of a 
stretch, Simmons points to his 
starting the RushCard as proof 
that real change can happen. 
“I was first, no one else did 
this until I came out with my 
card,” he said, noting that he’s 
not only the face of RushCard, 
but along with his American 
Express and other items in his 
wallet is his own RushCard 
that he regularly uses.

“Look, we were the ones 
who invented this and what I 
don’t like is when people refer 
to us as a celebrity company,” 
Simmons said. “All of what 

American Express is doing, 
all of what Chase Manhattan 
did, we did first. We’re a vir-
tual bank. The other thing is 
that we didn’t build this com-
pany to make money when 
we started and, really, I didn’t 
think it would become a busi-
ness but it did and I go to work 
every day to try and improve 
the service we provide.”

Simmons said his fight for 
credit building is an uphill 
battle, but it’s a battle that can 
be won.

It’s as much part of his life 
as yoga, he said.

“You pay rent every month 
for eight years on a RushCard, 
why can’t you get a mortgage? 
I think that’s a travesty. I think 
a lot of the big companies like 
MasterCard, the Visas, the 
others that do the processing 
and infrastructure work; a lot 
of us could come together and 
force them to accept this in-
formation on credit reports of 
the world,” Simmons said.

As Simmons pushes for 
changes in policies in the 
credit industry, he’s leaving 
the door open for starting his 
own credit reporting agency.

In the aftermath of the 
much-publicized computer 
glitch – which Simmons still 
refers to as a “tsunami” – the 
business leader provided free 
service to card holders for five 
months, sacrificing all of his 
company’s profits to do so. 
He also reached a more than 
$20 million settlement from 
a class action lawsuit filed 
against RushCard, because of 
the glitch.

“I’m glad to do it. I had put 

aside $25 million,” Simmons 
said, noting that the card isn’t 
just for communities that have 
been forgotten and under-
served by banks. “There’s no 
reason why small businesses 
can’t use a Rush Business 
Card. We just added a feature, 
just now where if you lose 
your card, you can turn your 
card off instantly through an 
app. Then you can turn it back 
on.”

Simmons continued: “This 
card should be for affluent 
people as well as underserved 
community members and it 
should be the wave of the fu-
ture for millennials. This is 
the bank for millennials and 
the growth rate for our com-
pany is 70 percent millenni-
als, when it used to be single 
mothers. Millennials who 
don’t like banks are coming in 
our direction and we haven’t 
even begun the branding exer-
cise to speak to them.”

Simmons said that he didn’t 
mind paying the $20 million 
settlement.

“I don’t mind paying the 
$20 million. I don’t mind that 
that was our cost. I am going 
to spend a lot more money 
than that in the community, in 
my peacekeeping programs, 
in RUSH and art education,” 
he said. 

Simmons said so much 
more will soon be announced 
and he’s confident that Rush-
Card holders and others will 
be pleased.

“We are going to be in the 
community in a way that 
we’ve never been,” Simmons 
said.

Simmons repays Rush
Card holders, pushes 
for credit reforms

COLUMBIA, S.C. – Several fam-
ily members of the nine people gunned 
down at a historic black church in 
Charleston say they support decisions 
by state and federal prosecutors to seek 
the death penalty for the man charged in 
the slayings.

Steve Hurd, whose wife, Cynthia, 
was among those killed June 17 during 
Bible study at Emanuel African Meth-
odist Episcopal, said he won’t be at 
peace until Dylann Roof is put to death.

“What would give me full closure 
would be if I were the one who pushed 
the plunger on the lethal injection, or if 
I were the one to pull the switch on the 
electric chair or if I was the one to open 
the valve on the gas chamber,” he told 
The Associated Press on Wednesday. 
When “Roof’s body is cold, sleeping in 
the ground – that’s closure.”

Roof, 22, faces nine counts of murder 
in state court and hate crimes and other 
charges in federal court. The killings re-
ignited discussions about race relations 

and led to the removal of a Confeder-
ate battle flag from the South Carolina 
Statehouse. Roof, who is white, had 
previously posed for photos with a rebel 
flag.

This week, U.S. Attorney General Lo-
retta Lynch announced that federal pros-
ecutors would seek the death penalty. 
South Carolina Solicitor Scarlett Wilson 
announced her decision in September. 
Roof’s state trial is scheduled for next 
year. No date has been set for his federal 
trial.

When Roof faced a judge last sum-
mer, family members of the victims told 
him they forgave him for his alleged 
crimes. Their expressions of grace and 
sympathy, in the face of their own mon-
umental pain, moved many.

“As we said in Bible Study, we en-
joyed you,” said Felicia Sanders, whose 
son Tywanza was killed. “But may God 
have mercy on your soul.”

In a statement released through Roof’s 
lawyer at the time, his family said they 
had been “touched by the moving words 
... offering God’s forgiveness and love 

in the face of such horrible suffering.”
Both state and federal prosecutors 

have spent time consulting with rela-
tives of the shooting victims over the 
pursuit of the death penalty, and Roof’s 
federal attorneys have said their client 
would be willing to plead guilty if the 
maximum punishment weren’t on the 
table.

Due in part to problems in obtaining 
lethal injection drugs, no one has been 
executed in South Carolina since 2011. 
The federal government hasn’t put any-
one to death since 2003.

“There is no room in our society 
for hatred and racism,” Hurd’s brother 
Malcolm Graham said. “I support the 
attorney general’s decision to seek the 
death penalty. I believe he should be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the 
law.”

On Wednesday, a portrait was set to 
be unveiled in the South Carolina Sen-
ate to remember Sen. Clementa Pinck-
ney, the pastor at Emanuel who was 
killed in the attack. Pinckney had been 
a state senator since 2001.

AUSTIN, Texas – Texas and 10 other 
states are suing the Obama administra-
tion over its directive to U.S. public 
schools to let transgender students use 
the bathrooms and locker rooms that 
match their gender identity.

The lawsuit announced Wednesday in-
cludes Oklahoma, Alabama, Wisconsin, 
West Virginia, Tennessee, Maine, Ari-
zona, Louisiana, Utah and Georgia. The 
challenge, which asks a judge to declare 
the directive unlawful, follows a federal 
directive to U.S. schools this month to let 
transgender students use the bathrooms 
and locker rooms that match their gender 
identity.

The Obama administration has “con-
spired to turn workplace and educational 
settings across the country into labora-
tories for a massive social experiment, 
flouting the democratic process, and 
running roughshod over commonsense 
policies protecting children and basic 
privacy rights,” the lawsuit reads.

Some conservative states have vowed 
defiance, calling the guidance a threat to 
safety while being accused of discrimina-

tion by supporters of transgender rights. 
U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch has 
said “there is no room in our schools for 
discrimination.”

Texas’ lieutenant governor has previ-
ously said the state is willing to forfeit 
$10 billion in federal education dollars 
rather than comply.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott confirmed the 
lawsuit at a book signing hours before 
the state’s Republican attorney general 
was scheduled to formally announce the 
challenge at a Wednesday news confer-
ence.

“His lawsuit is challenging the way 
that the Obama administration is tram-
pling the United States Constitution,” 
Abbott told reporters.

The directive from the U.S. Justice 
and Education Departments represents 
an escalation in the fast-moving dispute 
over what is becoming the civil rights is-
sue of the day. The guidance was issued 
after the Justice Department and North 
Carolina sued each other over a state law 
that requires transgender people to use 
the public bathroom that corresponds to 
the sex on their birth certificate. The law 
applies to schools and many other places.

S.C. church slaying families 
accept pursuit of death penalty

11 States sue over Obama’s 
school transgender directive

By Meg Kinnard
Associated Press

By Paul J. Weber
Associated Press

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA News Wire Contributing Writer

Simmons said that he’s going to spend a lot more money in the 
black community, in peacekeeping programs, and on art education, 
following the settlement his company reached over the class action 
lawsuit over the well-publicized computer glitch that affected thou-
sands of RushCard users. PHOTO BY VALERIE GOODLOE/NNPA NEWS WIRE

May is Lupus Awareness 
Month and on May 20 specifi-
cally, health advocates and those 
directly or indirectly impacted by 
the disease called lupus Put On 
Purple to raise awareness and to 
support the millions of people 
who are affected by the disease. 
For far too long, many Americans 
have remained unaware that more 
than 1.5 million people, mostly 
women, are affected by lupus, 
and that it is the leading cause of 
kidney disease, stroke and heart 
disease.

How many people know that 
women of color are two to three 
times more likely to develop lu-
pus than Caucasian women? 
Sadly, many in the communities 
most affected, and even those 
within the medical community, 
are far less educated about the 
signs and symptoms of lupus than 
other equally and less threatening 
medical conditions.

Lupus has been called “a mys-
tery disease” by researchers and 
physicians. It is a chronic, auto-
immune disease with no cure that 
can damage any part of the body, 
including skin, joints and organs. 
It can even lead to death. It can 
take up to six years to diagnose 
if the medical provider is not fa-
miliar with its symptoms. There 
is no cure for lupus but there is 
hope. With early detection, man-
aged care, reducing stress and 
following a healthy diet and exer-
cise plan, individuals with lupus, 
especially women, can strive for 
optimal health.

The Directors of Health Pro-
motion and Education (DHPE), 
along with other national and 
community-based organizations, 
is leading a campaign to increase 
awareness of the signs and symp-
toms of lupus, to improve rates 
of early detection and early treat-
ment so that patients with this 
condition have a better chance of 
living long, healthier lives. 

The campaign targets women 
of color who are at an increased 
risk for lupus and focuses on edu-
cating public health professionals 
and primary care providers of the 
signs and symptoms of lupus as 
well. Individuals experiencing the 
following symptoms should dis-
cuss the possibility of lupus with 
their health care provider:

• Achy, painful or swollen 
joints

• Extreme fatigue or weakness;
• Sudden, unexplained hair 

loss;
• Photosensitivity or sensitivity 

to sunlight;
• Chest pains

• Anemia
This May, DHPE and other part-

ner organizations want to be sure 
that lupus doesn’t take the back 
seat but rather gets just as much 
attention as other chronic medical 
conditions that disproportionately 
affect women and minority popu-
lations. In the same way that we 
support awareness and the fund-
ing of research for other diseases 
that devastate families, we need 
many more community leaders, 
health care institutions, health ed-
ucators and medical professionals 
to rally around this effort to raise 
funds and support lupus aware-
ness activities. Secondly, there is 
a need for increased participation 
in clinical trials from within the 
African-American, Hispanic/La-
tina, Asian and Native American 
communities so that we can better 
understand this disease and more 
effectively diagnose and develop 
treatment plans.

Especially in minority commu-
nities, it is well known that wom-
en are usually the backbone and 
the glue that keep their families 

together. So, there is even more 
at stake if we don’t bring lupus to 
the forefront of community health 
advocacy. We must all play our 
part to increase funding and edu-
cation about lupus, early diagno-
sis and treatment, and participa-
tion in lupus research in support 
of the people we love.

Join DHPE and the lupus com-
munity and learn the signs and 
symptoms of lupus today!

DHPE, a national public health 
association, was recently funded 
by the Office of Minority Health, 
US Department of Health and 
Human Services, to implement 
a national lupus health education 
program.

To learn more about lupus, visit 
www.lupus.org. For more infor-
mation on the DHPE LEAP Pro-
gram, visit www.bit.ly/dhpelupus 
or email LEAP program manager 
Thometta Cozart, MS, MPH at 
info@dhpe.org.

Steven Owens, MD, MPH, MA 
is director of Health Equity, Di-
rectors of Health Promotion & 
Education

Lupus’ disproportionate impact 
on women and minorities



BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – The Southwest-
ern Athletic Conference will be well repre-
sented during the NCAA Division I Cham-
pionships East and West Preliminary meets 
on May 26-28.

Texas Southern’s Tevin Kimble (triple 
jump), Drayton Rolle (long jump) and Travis 
Sanders (high jump) are heading to Kansas 
University in Lawrence, Kan. for the West 
Preliminaries, and Arkansas-Pine Bluff’s 
Justin Cooper (400m hurdles) will also join 
them.

On the women’s side, Prairie View’s De-
onca Bookman (400m hurdles; No. 47 at 
59.57 seconds) and Arkansas-Pine Bluff’s 
Sireta Roach (No. 28 in shot put at 16.05m) 
will also compete at KU for a spot at nation-
als.

In the East Preliminaries, Alabama State’s 
Terrance Adams (110m hurdles), Jackson 
State’s Bentrell McGee (100m dash, 200m 
dash) and Mississippi Valley State’s Shane 
Martin (110m hurdles) will compete on the 
campus of the University of North Florida in 
Jacksonville, Fla. Grambling’s Jamael Mc-
Tear (200m, 400m) and David Parker (high 
jump) will also vie for national qualifying 
spots.

On the women’s side, Alabama State will 
send four athletes to UNF: Alexis Ferebee 
(100m dash, 200m dash), Monica Howard 
(100m hurdles), Santina Williams (200m 

dash, 400m dash), Tatiana Etienne (800m 
run). In addition, Alabama State’s women’s 
4x100 and 4x400 relay teams will participate 
in the meet.

Grambling’s Chellane Jones is set to com-
pete in three events: the 100m dash, 200m 
dash and 4x100m relay. Alongside Jones in 
the relay event are Takyra Beverly, Creshon-
da Carter and Ja’lyn Simon.

The top 48 times and results in each re-
spective event – as divided by location – 
compete in the preliminary meets, with the 
top 12 finishers advancing to the NCAA Di-
vision I National Championship in Eugene, 
Ore. on June 8-11.

Ferebee has the 19th-best time in the East 

region for the 100m dash at 11.44 seconds 
and her 23.46-second time in the 200m 
dash puts her No. 28. Williams ranks No. 
23 (23.34) in the 200m dash and 400m dash 
(53.17), and Howard’s 13.53-second mark in 
the 100m hurdles ranks her No. 40. Etienne’s 
2:06.25 time in the 800m run places her No. 
24.

Sanders’ 2.14m mark in the high jump 
ranks him in the top 30 regionally in the 
event, as does Rolle’s 7.53m distance. Kim-
ble’s 15.09m places him No. 42 in the west. 
McGee’s 10.19-second result in the 100m 
dash places him No. 5 regionally – and No. 
12 nationally. His 20.57-second time in the 
200m dash puts him No. 24 nationally.

Coach Herman Sanders, ath-
letic director and boys basket-
ball coach at Wingfield High 
School, will be inducted into 
the Mississippi Coaches Hall 
of Fame June 24, at the Hilton 
Hotel in Jackson.

For the past 35 years, Sand-
ers has focused his attention 
on coaching track, football, 
baseball and basketball in the 
Jackson, Grenada and Leflore 
County public high school sys-
tems. His combined winnings 
in all sports include 24 Districts 
Championships, nine North/
South State Championships, 
and four State Championships.  
During his 18-year career of 
coaching basketball Sanders 
compiled a record of 378 wins 
and 193 losses.

Sanders has received numer-
ous accolades for his esteemed 
career. He was inducted into the 
MVSU Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 1998 and into the SWAC 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2012. 
Sanders was head coach of the 
2012 Mississippi/Alabama All-
Star game. He has served terms 
as president and vice presi-

dent of the Mississippi Asso-
ciation of Coaches.

Sanders has a bachelor of 
science degree in health and 
physical education from Mis-
sissippi Valley State Univer-
sity, a master’s degree in driv-
ers’ education from Delta State 
University and an educational 
specialist degree in administra-
tion and supervision from Jack-
son State University.

Sanders is retiring at the end 
of this school year after 36 
years of dedicated service to 
public education. He has served 
as a teacher, coach and mentor.

Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity Head Football coach 
Rick Comegy and the football 
staff have announced their 
Summer 2016 Camp schedule.

The June 9 camp is open to 
children ages 5-12 for $30. 
The registration fee covers the 
camp T-shirt, snack of choice 
and refreshments. Onsite reg-
istration is open from 8-8:45 
a.m. The camp will run from 
8:45 a.m  to 4 p.m.

On June 16, MVSU’s foot-
ball program is a hosting a one-
day camp for teens ranging 
from 13-16 years of age. The 

camp is $30, which covers the 
camp T-shirt, snack of choice 
and refreshments. Onsite reg-
istration is open the morning 
of from 8-8:45 a.m. The camp 
will run from 8:45 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

The camps will take place at 
Rice-Totten Stadium.

The following payments 
methods will be accepted: 
cash, money order, debit or 
credit cards. Personal checks 
cannot be accepted.

Each participant has to pro-
vide a registration form, medi-
cal clearance, medical waiver 
and insurance policy number.

The SWAC NCAA Division I Championships for the East and West will take place May 26-28. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSISSIPPI STATE ATHLETICS

John Akakeya, Joshua Beausil and Damone Jackson will play for Valley’s track team this fall. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSISSIPPI VALLEY ATHLETICS

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Sanders

A trio of Curtis High School track and field 
standouts have decided to attend college and 
compete together at Mississippi Valley State 
of the Southwestern Athletic Conference.

John Akakeya, Joshua Beausil and Damone 
Jackson all signed national letters of intent to 
join the Delta Devils in the fall. They gathered 
in the school’s conference room the afternoon 
of May 20, to announce their mutual deci-
sions.

“Mississippi Valley State is getting three 
of our very best,” said Curtis track and field 
coach Donald Pierce. “We’re very proud of 
them. It’s exciting to have three Division 1 
student-athletes going away, but to have them 
all going to the same school is outstanding.”

Akakeya won the PSAL city cross-country 
individual title last fall, and caught the atten-
tion of Mississippi Valley State cross country/
track and field coach Fermon Tate Jr. at the 
PSAL indoor track and field championships.

Beausil is a premier sprinter and Jackson, 
a linebacker on the football team, has soared 

to top city and state levels in his first season 
throwing the javelin.

“They’re getting one of the best distance 
runners, sprinters and throwers in New York,” 
said Pierce.

Pierce was the recruiting link between Mis-
sissippi Valley State and the three Warriors. He 

was joined by Curtis athletic-academic advisor 
Joe Baratta and assistant track and field coach 
Renee Henriquez at Friday’s announcement.

“There was a lot of teamwork and a lot of 
research going into these decisions,” said 
Pierce. “We’re confident all three are just start-
ing what will be very successful futures.”

Mississippi Valley State lands three 
Curtis track and field standouts
Mississippi Link Newswire

Twenty-plus SWAC athletes 
heading to NCAA prelims

Wingfield’s Sanders to be 
inducted into Mississippi 
Coaches Hall of Fame

Valley announces 
summer camps

SWAC.org Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire
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BOOK REVIEW:
“TROMBONE SHORTY”
BYTROY “TROMBONE SHORTY” ANDREWS
  ILLUSTRATED BY BRYAN COLLIER 
  C.2015, ABRAMS BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS  
  $17.95 / $21.95 CANADA • 40 PAGES

“Just wait til you’re older!”
Oh, how you hate hearing that! 

Wait til you’re grown. You need 
to get bigger. You can’t do that 
now, you’re too little. But why 
not? Why can’t you start dream-
ing of someday right now, while 
you’re still a kid? As you’ll see 
in the new book “Trombone 
Shorty” by Troy “Trombone 
Shorty” Andrews, illustrated by 
Bryan Collier, dreams can come 
true at any age.

In the New Orleans neighbor-
hood called Tremé, “you could 
hear the music floating in the 
air” day and night. The house 
where Troy Andrews grew up 
was filled with music, too, and 
Troy loved the trombone. He 
hoped to be a musician some 

day.
Each year, when Mardi Gras 

rolled through Tremé, Troy 
and his neighbors would dance 
along with the bands in the pa-
rades. Man, that was fun! There 
were balloons, beads and music, 
which “made everyone forget 
about their troubles for a little 
while.”

That also made Troy want 
to become a musician even 
more, so he and his friends cre-
ated instruments from odds and 
ends they found around Tremé; 
Troy was happy to find a beat-
up trombone, and he fixed it up 
good. That’s the best part of be-
ing a musician: you can make 
music from almost anything.

So he was ready. At the next 
parade, he grabbed his trom-
bone, jumped right in, and 

started marching with the band. 
Because he was a little guy and 
the trombone is a big instru-
ment, Troy ’s brother gave Troy 
the nickname of “Trombone 
Shorty,” which is what every-
body called him from then on.

“I took that trombone every-
where,” Troy says, “and never 
stopped playing.”

He even took it to the New 
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Fes-
tival, and he played along with 
the musicians. He was so loud 
and so good that Bo Diddley 
called Trombone Shorty onstage 
and asked him to jam.

Trombone Shorty knew then 
that he could have his own 
band, so he did. Every day after 
school, his band practiced their 
music until they were able to 
perform “all around New Or-

leans ” – and they still perform 
today.

Lately, you’ve played air gui-
tar to a Prince song, and were a 
drummer on your kitchen table. 
If your kids caught your love 
of music, they might likewise 
dream the dreams found inside 
the award-winning “Trombone 
Shorty.”

With the same laissez les bon 
temps vibe you get from merely 

standing on a New Orleans side-
walk, author Troy Andrews tells 
of coming up poor and finding 
riches in his city’s songs. It’s a 
story that’ll make your children 
want to dance with music they 
can almost hear from the pages 
of this book; those silent songs 
are underscored by illustrations 
from Bryan Collier, himself an 
award-winner.

Be sure to check out the au-

thor’s notes. Show your kids the 
pictures.

While you could surely read 
this tale aloud to a 2-year-old, I 
think kids ages 4-to-7 will like it 
better. If they love music, espe-
cially, “Trombone Shorty” will 
be a book they won’t be able to 
wait for.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Robert Redford

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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The rules are very simple: don’t, don’t, and don’t.
Don’t swing the bat too late. Don’t hug the ball 

while running down the court. Don’t get tackled. 
And whatever you do, don’t let the other guy win.

Rules are rules and in sports, you have to fol-
low them. But why are games played like that, with 
different balls and a field of certain size? “On the 
Origins of Sports” by Gary Belsky & Neil Fine, ex-
plains those head-scratchers.

Get three sports fans together, and you’re all go-
ing to argue. Who’s the greatest dunker? Why are 
softballs bigger than baseballs? Are football helmets 
good enough? Wars, as Belsky and Fine point out, 
have been fought over lesser questions so they took 
a look at the origins of our most popular games and 
sports.

Mythology says that Abner Doubleday created 
baseball, for instance, but the authors say that “forms 
of baseball were played on farms in New England 
long before Doubleday’s day. Original baseball 
rules said that the first team to score 21 “aces” was 
the winner and, until 1952, only one or two umps 
were mandatory for regular season play.

Basketball was “pretty much created in a couple 
of weeks” by one man who was looking for an in-
door game. James Naismith couldn’t find what he 
wanted so he made something up, including a rule 
that said a soccer ball was good enough for play. 
And did you ever wonder why basketball shorts are 
long?

There are many games called “football” but the 
American one, say the authors, is “unquestionably 
the most violent.” Maybe that’s why papier-mâché 
helmets were once banned. Also once banned: more 
than five people walking on the sidelines.

Hockey was created in Canada by British soldiers 
inspired by a Gaelic game. Golf and bowling were 
both outlawed by kings. Soccer resembles a game 
played by the Chinese in 4 BC.

No one’s ever bowled a perfect score in candlepin. 
Killing your opponent was once an acceptable way 
to win a wrestling match. And you’ll be surprised at 
which game is more popular than basketball.

Since even before you could walk, you’ve known 
that there were rules to live by. You’ve also come to 

understand that rules can change.
Confirmation is inside “On the Origins of Sports.”
Imagine baseball without gloves, football with 

thin leather helmets, and monks playing tennis. 
Authors Gary Belsky and Neil Fine don’t have to 
imagine: they’ve pulled together the original rules 
for 21 specific sports and facts about dozens of oth-
ers, in order to show how our favorite pastimes have 
become the games we know.

But pro sports aren’t all you’ll find here: Belsky 
and Fine also include rock-paper-scissors, Poker, 
kickball, wiffleball and more. We see where the 
games likely started, how other countries play “our” 
games and how equipment differs between sports.

That’s almost as fun as playing the sports them-
selves, making this the perfect book for game-play-
ers and trivia fans ages 15-to-adult.

“On the Origins of Sports” knocks it outta the 
park. Don’t miss it.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be reached at book-
wormsez@yahoo.com.

Book Review
On the Origins of Sports

By Gary Belsky & Neil Fine • c.2016, Artisan 
$19.95 / $29.95 Canada • 256 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist



Grammy award-winning sing-
er, songwriter, guitarist and con-
temporary blues artist, Keb’ Mo’, 
who released Keb’ Mo’ LIVE – 
That Hot Pink Blues Album April 
15, is set to perform at Duling 
Hall in Jackson May 27. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. for the 8 p.m. show. 
Tickets range from $35-$40.

Released on Kind of Blue Mu-
sic/RED Distribution, the album 
is now available for pre-sale 
through iTunes, Amazon and 
KebMo.com with “Life Is Beauti-
ful” being offered as an immedi-
ate download.

In his newest release, Keb’ Mo’ 
LIVE – That Hot Pink Blues Al-
bum, Keb’ Mo’ delivers some 
of his best material in the most 
authentic form, through live re-
cordings. Recorded throughout 
the past year while on tour, and 
produced by Keb’s band mate and 
Grammy nominated producer, 
Casey Wasner, the double-disc 
album features 16 live recorded 
songs from Keb’ Mo’s extensive 
catalog.

Captured in nine different cit-
ies, Keb’ is backed by keyboard-
ist Michael B. Hicks, bassist Stan 
Sargeant (Leonard Cohen, Barry 
Manilow, Al Jarreau) and drum-
mer Casey Wasner.  

Working closely in the studio to 
choose just the right tracks, Keb’, 
Wasner and sound engineer/mix-
er, Aaron Hedden, forged a very 
special bond. Together, they lov-

ingly chose a collection of songs 
that pays homage to an illustrious 
21-year career in the music busi-
ness, and it gleans stellar live cuts 
from many albums in Keb’s cata-
log.

Several of the tracks are off his 
most recent album, BLUESA-
mericana, which garnered Keb’ 
Mo’ a 2015 Blues Music Award 
from the Blues Foundation for 
Best Contemporary Blues Album, 
three 2015 Grammy award nomi-
nations including Best Ameri-
cana Album and multiple other 
achievements. 

Keb’ Mo’s combination of 
masterful, anecdotal writing 
skills, distinctive guitar versatility 
and rich, resonant, blues-soaked 
vocals are a testament to his re-
spect in the music industry. Every 

song tells a story, and every sto-
ry reminds listeners of why Keb’ 
Mo’ is one of the most multi-
talented and engaging musical 
raconteurs on today’s roots rock 
and blues scene. 

A portion of the proceeds 
from the album will be donated 
to Playing For Change, an or-
ganization that seeks to inspire, 
connect, and bring peace to the 
world through music by build-
ing music schools worldwide.  

Playing For Change has al-
ready supported the develop-
ment of twelve schools, includ-
ing in Mali, Thailand, Nepal, 
Brazil, South Africa and more. 
Keb’ has been involved with the 
organization since its inception. 

He has been featured in many 
related videos and events to help 
attend to the children’s human 
and artistic necessities and unite 
them through inspiration rather 
than devastation.

Keb’ was featured on the Play-
ing For Change album: Playing 
for Change 3: Songs Around 
the World, which was released 
in 2014 and features over 180 
musicians from 31 countries, 
including Keith Richards, Sara 
Bareilles, David Hidalgo, Cesar 
Rosas, Taj Mahal and many oth-
ers.

For more information on Keb’ 
Mo’, visit his official website 
at KebMo.com. Follow him on 
Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram. 

ENTERTAINMENT

Madonna, Wonder pay homage 
to Prince at Billboard Award

For information about advertising in 
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Blues artist Keb’ Mo’ to 
perform in Jackson May 27

Madonna paid homage to 
Prince by wearing his signa-
ture color and bringing an-
other icon – Stevie Wonder 
– onstage to sing the classic 
“Purple Rain” at the Billboard 
Music Awards May 22.

Sitting atop a purple throne, 
Madonna kicked off the trib-
ute with a version of “Nothing 
Compares 2 U,” which Prince 
wrote and Sinead O’Connor 
recorded. She as teary-eyed as 
she sang the song, videos and 
photos of Prince projected be-
hind her.

Wonder, in a purple scarf, 
later joined her for “Purple 
Rain” as the audience at the 
T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas 
sang along.

“Most of all, thank you 
Prince Rogers Nelson for all 
that you’ve given us,” Madon-
na said after the performance.

Prince died on April 21 at 
age 57. The icons collaborated 
on “Love Song” in 1989 and 
Madonna was met with criti-
cism online when Billboard 
announced she would be the 
one to pay homage to The 
Purple One. Some felt she 
should not do the tribute alone, 
and others said a black artist 
should be involved.

“All of us live in the land of 
music and his departure was an 
earthquake,” Roots drummer 
Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson 
said before the performance. 
“I just want to take a moment 
to remember the great Prince 
Rogers Nelson.”

The Weeknd, the night’s 
big winner with eight, dedi-
cated an award to Prince and 
told the audience, “I love him 
so much. I didn’t know him, 
but he was so close to me. He 
will always be an inspiration.” 
However, The Weeknd lost the 
night’s big award – top artist – 
to Adele, who didn’t attend the 
show because she’s on tour.

Celine Dion and Kesha, 

both in the midst of drama in 
their personal lives, gave emo-
tional performances during the 
three-hour show.

Dion sang Queen’s “The 
Show Must Go On” in strong 
form, sporting a shiny dress 
and backed by a powerful or-
chestra. Dion lost her husband 
and brother in the same week 
in January, and her son pre-
sented her with the Billboard 
icon award after her perfor-
mance.

“I’m so sorry. I’m sorry for 
crying. I want to be so strong 
for my family and kids ... I 
don’t want to cry in front of 
you,” a teary Dion said to 
Rene-Charles Angelil.

Dion said her late husband 
Rene Angelil will “continue 
to watch over me from up 
above.”

Kesha sang a heart-wrench-
ing cover of Bob Dylan’s “It 
Ain’t Me Babe.” She stood 
still in a cream suit and was 
backed by a pianist and violin-
ist, hitting all the right notes 
and growing teary-eyed near 
the end.

She earned a standing ova-
tion from the audience – a 
welcome response after the 
performance was initially 
nixed by her former men-

tor, Dr. Luke. The hit-making 
producer and his record label 
gave Kesha the OK to perform 
after she said she would not 
use the stage to discuss their 
ongoing lawsuit. They have 
been at odds since she accused 
of him of drugging, sexually 
abusing and emotionally tor-
menting her.

Other performances were 
not as strong: Justin Bieber 
sang his hits “Company” and 
“Sorry” with the help of a 
backing track as bright laser 
lights beamed throughout the 
performance. He walked from 
side to side, performing a few 
dance moves but didn’t match 
the energy of his backup danc-
ers. Britney Spears – clearly 
lip syncing – kicked off the 
show in a shimmery red num-
ber with a performance that 
featured several of her hits, 
from “I’m a Slave 4 U” and 
“Toxic.”

Demi Lovato’s performance 
of “Cool for the Summer” was 
among the night’s best. She 
made a statement by wearing 
a shirt featuring an inclusive 
bathroom symbol, taking a 
stance against North Caro-
lina’s recent law addressing 
LGBT rights and bathroom 
use by transgender people. 

Lovato, who is on tour with 
Nick Jonas, recently canceled 
shows in North Carolina in 
protest of the state’s law.

Pink also impressed with 
her performance – featur-
ing her signature high-flying 
moves – while she sang her 
new song, “Just Like Fire.” 
Ariana Grande and Rihan-
na – who won the fan-voted 
Billboard chart achievement 
award – were also highlights 
with strong vocals.

Bieber was a double winner, 
including a win for top male 
artist, beating The Weeknd, 
Drake, Ed Sheeran and Fetty 
Wap.

“I’m not really a talker, but 
I’ll say thank you to my fam-
ily. I want to thank God. I 
want to thank everyone that 
believed in me and believes in 
me,” Bieber said.

Adele’s best-seller “25” 
bested albums from Taylor 
Swift, Bieber, the Weeknd and 
Sheeran for top Billboard 200 
album. At the show, she pre-
miered her music video for 
the single, “Send My Love (To 
Your New Lover).”

Gospel artist Kirk Franklin, 
rapper Wiz Khalifa, pop singer 
Charlie Puth and the bands 
twenty one pilots, Walk the 
Moon and Hillsong UNITED 
also won multiple awards.

In a surprise win, Meek 
Mill’s “Dreams Worth More 
Than Money” won top rap 
album, beating Kendrick La-
mar’s “To Pimp a Butterfly,” 
Dr. Dre’s “Compton,” Drake’s 
“If You’re Reading This It’s 
Too Late” and Drake and Fu-
ture’s collaborative album, 
“What a Time to Be Alive.”

Ciara and Ludacris host-
ed the show. In the open-
ing monologue, the rapper 
poked at this year’s Academy 
Awards, which featured all-
white acting nominees.

“Unlike the Oscars, we ac-
tually have black nominees,” 
Ludacris said to laughs.

By Mesfin Fekadu
AP Music Writer

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Recording artists Stevie Wonder and Madonna perform a tribute to 
Prince onstage during the 2016 Billboard Music Awards at T-Mobile 
Arena May in Las Vegas.  PHOTO BY KEVIN WINTER/GETTY IMAGES

Keb’ Mo’ 
PHOTO BY KIND OF BLUE MUSIC

Daniels: Carey is ‘too 
fragile’ for a reality show

Lee Daniels is expressing seri-
ous concern for his close friend 
Mariah Carey, particularly after 
her decision to shoot a reality 
series.

The “Empire” director, who 
worked with Mimi on his films 
“Precious,” “Tennessee” and 
“The Butler,” says Carey tricked 
him into appearing on her up-
coming E! docu-series “Mari-
ah’s World” by inviting him to 
dinner in New York without tell-
ing him that the outing would be 
filmed.

“That b -  - ch,” Lee said dur-
ing an appearance on SiriusXM’s 
Bevelations show. “She says, 
‘Come over…!’ I show up to 
this room at a Kosher steakhouse 
somewhere on Wall Street, and 
the cameras are in my face and 
recording our conversation. And 
she says, ‘Dahling, dahling, dah-
ling, sign (the release form), sign 
it, sign it, we’re doing a little 
documentary.’”

Lee said he found out the fol-
lowing day that the “little docu-
mentary” was actually her up-

coming reality series.
“The next day, I’m reading … 

that she has a (expletive) reality 
show, and I’m terrified about it,” 
he said.

Lee has his doubts about how 
Carey will handle potential hat-
eration once the show airs.

“I don’t know if it’s a wise 
idea for her,” he said. “I was at 
the gym, I saw it, and I was like, 
‘Oh, Lord. What is she doing?’ 
I think it’s bigger than her. I 
think it’s not a good idea. I think 
that the true geniuses have to be 
saved from themselves some-
times.”

The 56-year-old continued, 
“She is very fragile, and she has 
been through a lot. She has been 
used, she has been abused… 
She masks it with this coquett-
ish thing that is hiding her ner-
vousness and her pain and her 
own family’s abuse to her. She 
is misunderstood, because she 
is really, really ride or die. She 
really, really, really will do any-
thing for you.”

The docu-series is set to pre-
miere later this year.

Lee Daniels and Mariah Carey have worked together on at least three 
films.

Eurweb.com
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May 25 - 31, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  FRESH  GROUND

HAMBURGER  
MEAT

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$250

PREVIOUSLY  FROZEN

SMALL  PORK
SPARE  RIBS

(SOLD  IN  2  PACK)  PER  LB.

$199

SAVE  ON

FRYER
LEG  QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$500

COUNTRY  PLEASIN

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

14  OZ.

$395

GREAT  ON THE  GRILL!

BRYAN
WIENERS

12  OZ.

2/$3

FAMILY  PACK 

FRESH
PORK  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$200

PURE  CANE

DOMINO
SUGAR

4  LB.  BAG

$185

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

VEGETABLE
OIL

GALLON  JUG

$500

SAVE  ON

LAY'S
POTATO  CHIPS

9.8 - 10.3  OZ.

$200

RED  DIAMOND

SWEET  TEA
GALLON  JUG ................................ 

$275

PARKAY

QUARTERS
MARGARINE  
1  LB. PKG. ............................................. 

2/$3
SELECT  VARIETIES

KRAFT  DIPS
12  OZ.  CUP ................................. 

2/$3
KRAFT  AMERICAN

CHEESE  SINGLES
16  OZ.  PKG. ................................ 

$300

KRAFT  

SHREDDED
CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. .................................... 

2/$5
DAISY

SOUR  CREAM
14.72 - 16  OZ.  CUP ........................ 

2/$4
SUNNY  D

CITRUS  PUNCH
64  OZ. ...................................... 

4/$5
DESSERT  TOPPING

COOL  WHIP
8  OZ.  CUP  ................................. 

4/$5
SELECT  VARIETIES

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
24  OZ.  ..................................... 

$300

piggly wiggly

SWEET  

GEORGIA  PEACHES
PER  LB.

$100

FRESH  SWEET  RED

SEEDLESS  GRAPES
PER  LB.

$175
LARGE  SWEET

WATERMELONS
EACH

$699

FRESH  SWEET  IN   HUSK

CORN
WHITE / YELLOW / BI-COLOR  EACH

40¢

RED,  YELLOW,  ORANGE

BELL PEPPERS
EACH

$100

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RIBEYE  STEAK

PER  LB.

$999

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$150

SAVE  ON

FRYER
DRUMMETTES

PER  LB.

$275


