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Netanyahu assails One year commemoration of late
Iran-nuclear talks; Mayor features “Cooperation
Obama disagrees Jackson Lumumba Center”
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu waves as he speaks before
a joint meeting of Congress on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday,
March 3, 2015. In a speech that stirred political intrigue in two countries, Netanyahu told Congress that negotiations underway between
Iran and the U.S. would “all but guarantee” that Tehran will get nuclear
weapons, a step that the world must avoid at all costs. House Speaker
John Boehner of Ohio, left, and Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, are behind
the prime minister. AP Photo/Susan Walsh
By Aron Heller
and Deb Riechmann
Associated Press
WASHINGTON - Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
told Congress on Tuesday, March
3, that an emerging agreement between Iran and the United States
would all but guarantee that Tehran gets nuclear weapons and
would be a very bad deal, drawing an extraordinarily blunt rebuttal from President Barack Obama.
In an appearance that has
stirred political controversy in
two countries, Netanyahu said
“Iran has proven time and again

that it cannot be trusted,” no matter what it says about permitting
verification of the terms of any
accord designed to prevent it from
getting a nuclear bomb.
“The greatest danger facing our
world is the marriage of militant
Islam with nuclear weapons,” he
said in remarks before a packed
House chamber that drew loud
applause from Republicans and
a more restrained reaction from
Democrats.

Netanyahu
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First time Chinese
New Year parade held
in downtown Jackson

Cooperation Jackson celebrated the life and legacy of
late Jackson Mayor Chokwe
Lumumba on Friday and Saturday, February 27-28, 2015,
marking the one-year commemoration of his passing.
The commemoration also
served to announce the opening of its Lumumba Center
for Economic Democracy and
Development.
The events featured an open
house at the center at 939 W.
Capitol St., which will house
Nubia’s Place Café, named
after Lumumba’s late wife.
The commemoration was
hosted by Cooperation Jackson, New Afrikan People’s

Chokwe Antar Lumumba and Rukia Lumumba, son and daughter of
the late Mayor Chokwe Lumumba with grandson “Q” commemorate
the late mayor’s legacy with family, friends and supporters.
Organization, Malcolm DX
Grassroots Movement and
Jackson People’s Assembly.
Kali Akuno and Iya’Ifaloa

Omobola, co-directors of
Cooperation Jackson, spearheaded the weekend’s events.
It was a celebration of Lu-

mumba’s life and legacy and
an affirmation of the ongoing
work of the organizations and
institutions that continue to
advise the collective vision of
self-determination, social liberation and economic democracy that Lumumba dedicated
his life to, organizers said.
Lumumba was elected
mayor in June 2013 and died
suddenly in February 2014.
Speakers at the commemoration included Lumumba’s
son, Chokwe Antar Lumumba, who ran for his father’s
mayoral seat against Mayor
Tony Yarber, and the late
mayor’s daughter Rukia Lu-

Lumumba

Continued on page 2

Distinguished Murrah High School graduate
speaks at Tougaloo College Business Luncheon

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Murrah
High School’s
Basketball
Hall of Fame
graduate,
class of 1982,
was the keynote speaker for the Tougaloo
College business luncheon,
held Friday, February 27 at
the Hilton Jackson Hotel.
Anton V. Vincent, president of the General Mills
Snacks Division, was a member of the William B. Murrah
Mustang basketball team under coach Orsmond Jordon.
Jordon was among the many
individuals who attended the

luncheon.
Vincent challenged students to “do better, dream
bigger and aggressively go
after those dreams.” He told
students and educators that
there is a very real achievement gap among students of
color and that students in the
U.S. are less bi-lingual than
anywhere else across the
globe.
As one who oversees a portfolio of renowned household
brands such as Betty Crocker
and Gold Medal flour, Vincent encouraged students
to immerse themselves in a
more global education and
not to take the easiest courses.

He said the world is becoming more global and
more complicated and being
prepared is of upmost importance if one is to be successful.
After the keynote address,
Tougaloo College presented
three inductees into the Society of Philanthropists. The
Tougaloo College Society
of Corporate Philanthropists
was established in 1996 to
show appreciation to businesses and individuals who
have given gifts, time and expertise toward advancing the
college’s mission and educational goals.
Being inducted and receiving awards were: Dr. Aruby

Anton V. Vincent

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Tougaloo
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Nissan Canton Gospel Choir honored
at Black History Month celebration

Senator Hillman Frazier (center) rides the JSU-CSSA float joined by
Dr. Hongtao Yu (left), chair of Chemistry Department at JSU, and JSUCSSA advisor Dr. Nancy Ying Liu, JSU-CSSA President (right).
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Inside

While most Jacksonians celebrated the New Year two months
ago, another New Year was celebrated recently in the city. Mississippi’s Chinese community
heralded in their Chinese New
Year on Saturday, Feb. 28, with
a parade, food festival and gala

National
unemployment
rates and the
impact on
Mississippians
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in downtown Jackson.
City of Jackson officials welcomed and endorsed the celebration, the first of its kind in the
city. The event was organized by
the Mississippi Chinese Association (MSCA), which has held

New Year

Continued on page 16

Black girls carry
extra burdens to
stay in school
Page 12

By Lonnie Ross
Online Editor

Automotive
manufacturer
Nissan honored its gospel choir
during the Black History Month
celebration at its Canton location on February 26.
The crowd of Nissan plant
employees and management
was treated to artifacts, posters
and signage of historical figures and events. This is one of

Nissan

Continued on page 3

College Hill honors
scholars and
black achiever at
Heritage Banquet
Page 2

Fred Bell, Marshel Lewis, choir director Pam Confer, Larry Bennett, David Hall, Yuric Primer, Essie
Jones, Reggie Jones, Certisteen Scott, Jeffrey Webster and Stephanie Sutton. PHOTOS BY LONNIE ROSS
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College Hill honors scholars and
black achiever at Heritage Banquet

Lumumba
Continued from page 1

mumba.
Other speakers included
Bishop Jeffrey Stallworth of
Word and Worship Church,
where Lumumba was a member, former Detroit city councilman Kwame Kenyatta, Atty.
June Hardwick, Dr. Ivory Phillips, Judge Jaribu Hill, former
prisoner of war Sekou Odinga,
Shushanna Shakur and Brittany Grey, among others.
The commemorative weekend was also a benefit for
Cooperation Jackson and the
Lumumba Center. Cooperation Jackson is seeking to raise
$200,000 to help advance strategic aspects of its work.
A portion of the funds will
support improvements at the
Lumumba Center, including a
new roof, solar panel installation, and a kitchen for Nubia’s
Place Cafe. A portion will also
support the work of Cooperation Jackson to build a community land trust and a sustainable, live work community
in West Jackson that will create living wage jobs and permanently affordable housing.
Stephanie R. Jones can be
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 454-0372.
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Judge Jaribu Hill

PHOTOS COURTESY OF COOPERATION JACKSON

Kali Akuno, co-director of Cooperation Jackson, Chokwe Antar
Lumumba and Bishop Jeremy Tobin

Sacajawea Hall sports a
Cooperation Jackson logo shirt.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Family Life Center of College Hill Baptist Church was the
venue for the annual Heritage
Scholarship Banquet on Saturday, February 28. The theme was
“Honoring the Legacy: in Pursuit
of Excellence.” Barbara Ousby,
deaconess at College Hill presided
over the program.
The heritage banquet supports
the Sam Bailey Ordinary Man
Scholarship Award. Scholarship
awards were presented by Supriel
Hodges. Merdith Morris was the
recipient of the prestigious $2,000
award which honors the late Deacon Samuel L. Bailey, civil rights
activist and lead plaintiff in the
Bailey vs. Patterson civil rights action case.
Matthew Jenkins and Paige
Reeves each received $500 book
stipends.
A Black Achievers Award was
presented by Daryl Jenkins. He
said, “People who are achievers were once dreamers, but not
all dreamers eventually become
achievers. He said, “Before a person gets to become who he/she
was meant to become, he/she must
be responsible and take the necessary steps expected.”
Jenkins said that Jackie Hampton, publisher of The Mississippi
Link newspaper, has taken those
necessary steps and was chosen to
receive the Black Achievers Award
for 2015. A lifetime member of
College Hill, Hampton was commended for her work at church,
in the community, and nationally
with the Black Press of America.
She has taught Sunday school
for over 25 years, served as Girl
Scout coordinator for over 30
years and worked in many differ-

ent capacities in the
church and community.
Michael T. Williams, Pastor of College Hill said, “Sister Jackie Hampton
personifies the essence of commitment, character, and
a holy consciousness for Christ and
His Church. I pray
we continue to emulate servants like her Daryl Jenkins presents award to Jackie Hampton
who give freely of
their time, talent, and
treasure.”
The speaker for
the evening was John
M. Perkins, president
of the John and Vera
Mae Perkins Foundation of Jackson.
Perkins is an internationally
known
author, speaker and
teacher on issues of
racial reconciliation
Paige Reeves, Merdith Morris, Matthew Jenkins
and Christian community development.
This son of a sharecropper and author of
nine books dropped
out of school at third
grade. Perkins reminded his listeners
that God has given
them everything they
need to succeed. He
said no one should
have to put people Dr. John Perkins, Barbara Ousby, Pastor
down in order to Michael T. Williams
be successful. This
soul food dinner and a celebration
change, in itself, he
said should eliminate racism and of a rich heritage through a showcase of talent.
bigotry.
(See photos on page 5.)
The evening banquet included a
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numerous events and activities
provided throughout the year for
plant employees.
The program opened with the
viewing of a Nissan Black History video.
Charles Pepper, an engineer
for the New Model Engineering
for Nissan spoke to the audience
about the accomplishments of
blacks in the past that paved the
way for him “and provided opportunities for so many African
Americans.”
The Nissan Canton Gospel
Choir sang a jazzy rendition
of “Wade In The Water” after
Stephanie Sutton sang a stirring
solo, “Soon I Will Be Done with
the Troubles of the World.”
Choir director Pamela Confer
introduced the keynote speaker,
Pam Junior, manager of the
Smith Robertson Museum of
Jackson Mississippi.
Junior described some of the
horrors of the slaveship and
slavery experience of African Americans. She displayed
shackles that were used on African American slaves on the
ships and sang songs sung by
slaves during that period.
She encouraged the audience
to learn from this part of their
history, the negative and the
positive. She said that for her,
she was happy that “My folk
survived, they didn’t die during
slavery…and I am here today.”
The event was highlighted by
a special video presentation of

the beginnings
and development of the
gospel choir,
and a surprise
presentation
to honor each
member of the
choir at the end
of the program.
Each member
was presented
with a certificate and a large
gift bag.
Pam Junior and Charles Pepper
The Nissan
Canton
Gospel Choir was
formed in February of 2010
as part of Black
History
celebrations at the
Nissan Vehicle
Assembly Plant
in Canton.
The choir has
served as the
spiritual, energetic, and faith- Pam Confer, choir director, Heather Lloyd, choir
based
center founder, and Marshel Lewis, choir member.
for the Nissan
and civics programs and comCanton
Plant
for five years. The choir has munity events. Choir members
performed for vehicle launches represent many departments and
and special programs for plant functions within the plant and
executives, employees, auto in- serve as a collective voice of
dustry leaders, elected officials the 6,000 employees that work
throughout the plant.
and distinguished guests.
Original co-founder and origiThe choir has performed in
and around the Canton com- nal choir director Jeffrey Webmunity, including area church ster joined Confer in making the
presentations to the
choir.
Domita
Morgan,
president
of Nissan’s
M B S T,
gave
the
closing remarks.
By Peter C. Groff
1.
Far
too
often
our
children
enter
kinSpecial to The Mississippi Link
dergarten unprepared to learn; thus, they
For good reasons are more likely to fall even further behind
many African Ameri- in the critical first four years of kindergarcans have wonder- ten and elementary school. Responsively,
ful memories of their our community must demand high quality
time in public schools. preschool programs for every four and five
Among those recollec- year old child, especially our poorest kids,
tions are the family and and guarantee access to affordable, quality
community legacies, the and safe child care.
favorite teacher and the lifelong friends
2. Once our kids are properly prepared
that were made. Even for those, particu- for K-12 education we need to ensure
larly in the south in the 1950’s and 1960’s, their learning does not stagnate or falter.
who have mixed feelings about their public We must require that our legislators and
school experiences also remember the solid school districts give our parents high qualfoundation that public education provided ity choice within the public school system.
for college and a career.
Innovative options like charter and online
The system, even with its flaws, was schools, homeschooling and even high pergood enough for our parents and, in some forming traditional schools recognize the
cases, for us. However, that nostalgic era overwhelming body of research that shows
must come to an end and African Ameri- not all children learn the same and that a
cans need to remake public education for one size fits all system is destined to leave
our kids.
countless students behind. Policymakers
Too many of our kids have fallen through must deliver the K-12 choice, innovation
the cracks of the one size fits all public edu- and quality that numerous national polls
cation system that was created in the 19th show that parents are demanding, especialCentury. According to the U.S. Department ly African American parents.
of Education, an academic achievement
3. Finally, the President often reminds
gap exists has been created and is widen- us that “…three-quarters of the fastesting.
growing occupations require more than a
Nationally, on average, African Ameri- high school diploma,” but African American twelfth graders read at the same level can students are 45 percent more likely to
as white eighth graders, and barely more take remedial class if they attend college,
than half of African Americans graduate and then less than 40 percent graduate often
from high school. These numbers and other because of economic pressures. The comstatistics like them are stunning, but when munity must demand that school districts
you realize that the majority of people in- better prepare African American students
carcerated in the U.S. are people of color for college and that legislators increase
who have low educational attainment, and Pell grants, help families manage loan debt,
every person who drops out of school costs slow tuition costs, and undergird commusociety about $260,000 in earnings, taxes nity colleges. In addition, the community
and productivity, the numbers are frighten- should clamor for high quality vocational
ing.
training programs and meaningful apprenIf our kids are going to be competitive ticeship opportunities for those students
in the burgeoning global economy we who elect not to attend college.
must prepare them better. President Barack
The schools of today have a unique chalObama outlined the challenge in February lenge to prepare all students to compete on
of 2009 during his first address to Congress. the world stage where critical and cutting
“In a global economy where the most edge thinking and knowledge are a must.
valuable skill you can sell is your knowl- For our kids’ sake and for the nation’s fuedge, a good education is no longer just a ture we need to shake our nostalgic attachpathway to opportunity - it is a pre-requi- ment to the schools of our past and demand
site. Right now, three-quarters of the fast- something new. We must demand choice,
est-growing occupations require more than innovation and quality in all our schools
a high school diploma. And yet, just over and for all our students.
half of our citizens have that level of eduThe Hon. Peter C. Groff is the former
cation…and half of the students who begin president of the Colorado Senate and a
college never finish.”
senior education appointee of President
So how do we create a better way for- Obama. Groff is a noted policy and politiward for our kids? How do we create high cal strategist and the principal of MCG2
quality options and opportunities for all Consulting. Follow him on Twitter @pestudents?
tercgroff
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The way forward
for black students
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Dr. Wesley Prater, Jerry Nickens and President Beverly Hogan
Odom-White,
psychiatrist,
teacher, and philanthropist;
Dr. Maurice James, ophthalmologist, philanthropist, and
humanitarian; and Mavis
Parkman James, Tougaloo
College trustee, entrepreneur, and philanthropist. Each
have contributed more than
$100,000.
Also honored was Tougaloo College Board of Trustee
member Jerry Nickens, who
received the 2015 Chairman’s
Award. This award was established in 2008 to honor an individual who has exemplified
extraordinary leadership in a
project to advance the strategic goals of Tougaloo College.
Presiding over the program
was Wesley F. Prater, M.D.,
president of the Tougaloo
College Board of Trustees.
Opening greetings were given
by Diva Whalen, president of
the Tougaloo Student Government Association. Providing
music for the luncheon was
the Tougaloo College Instrumental Jazz Ensemble.

Coach Orsmond Jordon (seated), President Hogan, Marion Jordon,
Louis Gilbert and Anton Vincent

Maurice P. James (son accepting
award for Mavis and Maurice
James, M.D.,) and Pres. Hogan

Dr. Prater and Dr. Aruby OdomWhite
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OP-ED: “We’ll get it there; you
use it on those who need it”
By Cong. Bennie G. Thompson
The Mississippi Link Newswire
In 2013, Mississippi received
$7.8 billion from
the federal government, which comes
to approximately
42.9 percent of its
total revenue. Mississippi receives about $3 back in
federal funding for every $1 sent
to Washington for federal taxes. As
one of the poorest states in the country, we receive the highest percentage of federal dollars.
But in many instances, Mississippi refuses to allocate these federal dollars to those who need them
most. In some cases, Mississippi
has refused federal dollars altogether, cited most recently when Governor Phil Bryant refused to accept
billions of dollars that would have
been allocated to provide healthcare
coverage to millions of Mississippi-

ans as well as the state’s healthcare
system and providers.
Mississippi has a median household income of $39,031 and 24 percent of its citizens are at or below
the poverty level. Approximately 37
percent of Mississippi’s population
is black - the highest percentage of
any state in the country.
And although some would like to
blame the poverty numbers solely
on the black community, approximately 11 percent of Mississippi’s
white population is impoverished
(about 200,000 people). As these
numbers suggest, poverty may be
one of the few things in America
that is truly post-racial.
Many of those on the low end of
these statistics are helped greatly
by programs paid for by the federal
government. However, much more
can be done for these citizens if the
governor chose to focus more attention on the plight of poor people in
Mississippi and less on the Republi-

can Party’s talking points.
In the face of these troubling poverty statistics (and equally troubling
health/quality of life statistics),
one would think that the governor
would do everything he could to do
right by families in Mississippi. But
with each opportunity to provide
more assistance to these vulnerable
families, Bryant chooses to do just
the opposite.
With families going bankrupt to
meet healthcare needs, Gov. Bryant elected to turn away the federal
government’s help and deny Mississippians the many services that
would have come through Medicaid expansion.
Moreover, Bryant’s failure to
expand Medicaid not only cost the
state tens of billions of dollars to
cover poor and middle class families’ healthcare needs, but it also
had the disastrous effect of creating
a $100-plus million dollar budget
shortfall that the state must some-

how close.
Another example of how the
governor has failed poor families in
Mississippi is his treatment of the
TANF program. TANF provides
monthly assistance payments to
low-income families with children
and provides wide range of services
to address the program’s broad purposes, which include promotion of
job preparation to end dependence
on government benefits.
This is a program you would
think Republicans could get behind.
But Gov. Bryant is a particularly
brazen example of today’s extrastrength brand of Republican hypocrisy and chooses to make life
tougher for TANF recipients.
To benefit from TANF, recipients
must be in a work participation program. Mississippians on TANF participate at a high level and have the
3rd highest participation rate in the
country.
Despite the efforts of these hard-

working Mississippians and their
adherence to the program standards, Gov. Bryant insists on throwing more salt into the wound by
using the state’s discretion to give
only $170 to families of three with
no other income. Think about how
far $170 goes (or does not go) for a
family of three; this does not have
to be the case.
Only $11 million of the $84 million allocated to the state’s program
goes directly to families. The rest
is used for administrative costs, the
work participation program, and
other non-assistance costs.
Adding insult to injury, the governor went on a months-long campaign to reform TANF by attaching
a drug screening process that added
unnecessary time and cost to the
administration of the program. His
efforts resulted in a whopping two
people being flagged for drugs.
I’m not sure what has led to
Gov. Bryant’s lack of focus on the

citizens of Mississippi who need the
help of their elected officials, but I
have a few ideas. It seems that the
governor consistently takes his eye
off the ball when it comes to the
neediest in Mississippi and turns his
attention to his “Big Book of Republican Talking Points.”
Over the past 12 months, Gov.
Bryant has focused on tax cuts for
large businesses, immigration reform in a state with one of the lowest estimated percentages of illegal
immigrants, and making sure K-12
education is not fully funded.
I am going to keep working to do
my part in DC to help families in
Mississippi who need it the most. I
implore Gov. Bryant to stop squandering those efforts and do right by
the people in Mississippi.
Cong. Bennie Thompson (MS02) is a ranking member of the
House Committee on Homeland Security. His office can be reached at
202-225-5876.

National unemployment rates and the impact
on Mississippians

By Beunkka Davis
Special to The Mississippi Link
Since the Great
Recession of the
early 2000s, the
topic of unemployment
has
been of keen interest to working
class Americans. Recently, the unemployment rate has leveled out at
5.6 percent, which should ideally
signify a positive economic upturn
for working class Americans.
However, many rural communities say they have yet to feel any
significant effects or positive impact in relation to the improved statistics. In fact, some local residents
expressed profound disillusionment with the state of the American
labor market.
Melina Johnson, an undergraduate Agricultural major, said, “I
am from Mississippi, and I drive
around and see some places that are
reminiscent of third-world. When
I was a little kid, everyone I knew
was in the middle class.
“Even people without an education could rely on big business like
factories or Agriculture and Aquaculture to make a decent living.
Today the catfish ponds are gone,
the factories are gone, and it seems
like everyone is living paycheck to
paycheck.”
Melina’s scenario is one that is
playing out in families and communities across the state and the
region. As popular media outlets
continue to report on an improved
economy and reduced unemployment rates, local residents report
that they feel no significant change.
When questioning the phenomenon, one can attribute a part of the
dissonance to the ambiguous nature
of statistics in relation to real numbers.
The haziness of the official unemployment rate, as reported by
the U.S. Department of Labor, is
due in part to the fact that statistics
are only useful in the construction
of an approximate value, thereby,
they leave room for obscure populations to go uncounted.
For example, consider the case
of those who have remained unemployed for some time and have
subsequently given up on finding a
job. To be counted among the unemployment statistics one must be
“actively seeking employment”;
and because statistics are counted
monthly, if an individual is so hopelessly out of work that he’s stopped
looking over the past four weeks,
then the Department of Labor
doesn’t count him as unemployed.
Even without the uncounted
thousands who are not “actively

seeking employment”, when we
turn the magic figure 5.6 percent
into real number, right now as
many as 30 million Americans are
either out of work or severely underemployed.
When statistics become all too
real and comprehendible to the layman, the cheerleading for the low
unemployment statistics portrayed
in the media are cast aside for a
deeper analysis into the rose tinted
glasses placed over American eyes
by media, politics, and the struggle
to maintain a positive image as “the
land of opportunity” in the public sphere both for its citizens and
abroad.
To play devil’s advocate, the positive spin of the media on this issue
is not totally misleading. The U.S
Labor Department told ABC news
last Thursday that the numbers
of people seeking unemployment
benefits are on the rise, giving improved accuracy to the unemployment statistics. Additionally, the
overall number of applicants have
managed to remain at a historic low
for this decade, despite the recent
rise, which is a positive sign for job
growth.
But what does this all mean for
local citizens? On a minuscule
scale, do national statistics reflect
what every day Americans perceive
in their own communities about the
unemployment rates in our nation?
According to Casanda Anderson, a graduate student in the Alcorn State University School of
Business, “I look around and see
my peers, bright recent University
graduates, being employed at WalMart. They are not unemployed,
but they are still severely underemployed, a statistic that few take into
account.”
“The silver lining is that trends
show an improving labor market,
even though many are still unemployed, seeking government benefits or underemployed. On a positive note, it’s like, even though we
are not performing at optimal level,
people are still celebrating that we
are doing better than we have in the
last 5-7 years.”
Casanda’s analysis is reflected
by recent statistics. Nearly three
million new jobs were created in
2014, helping the unemployment
rate to drop from 6.7 percent to its
current level of 5.6 percent. But this
increase in demand for workers has
yet to boost incomes or improve
job quality or job satisfaction.
According to ABC News, “Average wages rose just 1.7 percent
in 2014, essentially in line with
inflation. Wage growth of 3.5 percent is consistent with a healthy
economy.”

Additionally, Casanda’s statement is in line with the analysis of
Jim Clifton, Chairman and CEO
of Gallup Group Inc., who told the
Wall Street Journal, “I hear all the
time that “unemployment is greatly
reduced, but the people aren’t feeling it.” When the media, talking
heads, the White House and Wall
Street start reporting the truth - the
percent of Americans in good jobs;
jobs that are full time and real - then
we will quit wondering why Americans are “seeing” something that
doesn’t remotely reflect the reality
in their lives. And we will also quit
wondering what hollowed out the
middle class.”
This statement hits directly home
in here in Mississippi. Known as
one of the most socioeconomically
underprivileged areas of the nation.
The overall unemployment rate for
the state hovers around 8.7, one of
the highest percentages in the nation. Factoring in race as a demographic, African American families
bear the brunt of this economic
pain.
Unemployment rates for African
Americans are ninth in nation here,
more than double the state’s white
rate. Additionally, 21.1 percent of
households in the state report issues
with poverty and food insecurity,
and 253,000 African-Americans
(47 percent) live in households that
are below the poverty threshold.
The reality is that today, one in
seven African Americans in the
state of Mississippi are unemployed, and despite the nation’s
marked recovery from the depths
of the Great Recession, progress
here has been slow.
Although recent years have
featured a significant reduction in
overall unemployment rates, more
than 30,000,000 people across the
nation are still without work. Many
have stopped looking for work,
falling out of the labor force altogether, which makes for a sluggish
recovery.
Nationwide, this episode has
taken a much greater toll on African Americans, especially in the
state of Mississippi. The devastating impacts taking place close
to home demand stronger federal
job-creation efforts, as highlighted
by Bryan Malone, senior criminal
justice major.
He said, “Instead of making it
appear that the economy and labor
force are improving, the government needs to focus on real jobs being created, which could improve
the lives of its most underprivileged
citizens.”
Beunkka Davis is an Alcorn State
University mass communications
major and the 2015 NNPA intern.
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College Hill Baptist Church Annual Heritage Scholarship Banquet
Family Life Center • 1600 Florence Ave. • Jackson, Miss.
Saturday • February 28, 2015
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Ex-CIA chief admits sharing military secrets with mistress
By Michael Biesecker
and Eric Tucker
Associated Press
RALEIGH, N.C. - Former CIA
Director David Petraeus, whose
once-bright political future was all
but destroyed over an affair with
his biographer, has agreed to plead
guilty to charges he shared classified material with her for her book.
The plea agreement - which carries a possible sentence of up to a
year in prison - represents another
blow to the reputation of the retired four-star Army general who
led American forces in Iraq and
Afghanistan and was perhaps the
most admired military leader of his
generation.
Petraeus, 62, agreed to plead
guilty to a misdemeanor count of
unauthorized removal and retention of classified material. The
agreement was filed in federal
court March 3 in Charlotte, where
Paula Broadwell, the general’s biographer and former mistress, lives
with her husband and children.
In court papers, prosecutors recommended two years of probation
and no prison time. But the judge

who hears the plea is not bound by
that. No immediate date was set for
a court hearing for Petraeus to enter
the plea.
Prosecutors said that while
Broadwell was writing her book in
2011, Petraeus gave her eight binders of classified material he had
improperly kept from his time as
the top military commander in Afghanistan. Days later, he took the
binders back to his house.
Among the secret information
contained in the “black books”
were the names of covert operatives, the coalition war strategy and
notes about Petraeus’ discussions
with President Barack Obama and
the National Security Council,
prosecutors said.
Those binders were later seized
by the FBI in a search of Petraeus’
Arlington, Virginia, home, where
he had kept them in the unlocked
drawer of a desk in a ground-floor
study.
Prosecutors said that after resigning from the CIA, Petraeus signed
a form falsely attesting he had no
classified material. He also lied to
FBI agents in denying he supplied

FILE - In this June 23, 2011, file photo, CIA Director nominee Gen.
David Petraeus testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, before the
Senate Intelligence Committee during a hearing on his nomination.
The Justice Department said Tuesday, March 3, 2015, that the former
top Army general has agreed to plead guilty to mishandling classified
materials. AP Photo/Cliff Owen, File
the information to Broadwell, according to court documents.
Petraeus’ lawyers, David Kendall and Robert Barnett in Washington, declined to comment. A telephone message left for Broadwell
was not immediately returned. Her
lawyer, Robert Muse of Washing-

ton, said he had no comment.
Petraeus admitted having an
affair with Broadwell when he
resigned as CIA director in November 2012. Both have publicly
apologized and said their romantic
relationship began only after he
had retired from the military.

Broadwell’s admiring biography
of him, “All In: The Education of
David Petraeus,” came out in 2012,
before the affair was exposed.
He held the CIA post less than
a year, not long enough to leave a
significant mark on the spy agency.
The core of his identity has been a
military man.
A Ph.D. with a reputation as a
thoughtful strategist, Petraeus was
brought in by President George W.
Bush to command multinational
forces in Iraq in 2007, a period
when the war began to turn in
favor of the U.S., though recent
events have proven how ephemeral that was.
Petraeus’ command coincided
with the “surge” of American forces in Iraq and a plan to pay Sunni
militias to fight al-Qaida in Iraq.
With American help, the Sunni
tribes were able to push out insurgents and enable U.S. troops
to withdraw in 2011. Those same
Sunni areas are now controlled
by the Islamic State group, which
evolved from the remnants of alQaida after Iraqi’s Shiite-led government proved weak.

Petraeus was promoted to commander of U.S. Central Command, which has authority over
the Middle East. When Gen. Stanley McCrystal was fired in 2010
by Obama as commander in Afghanistan after his staff made impolitic remarks to a Rolling Stone
reporter, Petraeus was brought in
to replace him.
He wrote the Army manual on
counterinsurgency, a doctrine he
embraced throughout his career
but which has fallen out of favor
in recent years amid the setbacks
in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Since his resignation, Patraeus
has slowly taken steps to re-enter
public life. After his impending
guilty plea was announced, Sen.
John McCain, a longtime Petraeus
booster, said it is time to consider
the matter closed.
“At a time of grave security
challenges around the world,
I hope that Gen. Petraeus will
continue to provide his outstanding service and leadership to our
nation, as he has throughout his
distinguished career,” the Arizona
Republican said.

Lawyer: Filing blaming boy for Officials: U.S. report finds
racial bias in Ferguson police
his own death was insulting
The Associated Press
CLEVELAND - The mother of
a 12-year-old who had a pellet gun
when he was fatally shot by Cleveland police said March 3 that the city
was disrespectful of her son by suggesting he died as a result of his own
actions.
Tamir Rice’s mother addressed
the city’s response to the family’s
lawsuit a day after Mayor Frank
Jackson apologized for wording in
a court document in which the city
said the boy died as a result of his
own actions.
Samaria Rice said she also wants
an apology for her son’s death. “I
have not yet received an apology
from the police department or the
city of Cleveland in regards to the
killing of my son. And it hurts,” she
said.
Benjamin Crump, one of the family’s attorneys, said the city law department’s wording was both shocking and disrespectful.
The mayor apologized Monday
for the wording in the document,
saying it was poorly worded and offensive.
The court documents filed late last
week by the city said Tamir’s injuries and the subsequent complaints
for damages stemmed from his actions and failure “to exercise due
care to avoid injury.” It similarly said

the “injuries, losses
and damages” cited
for his relatives in
the complaint “were
directly and proximately caused by
their own acts,” not
by the city.
The city plans to
alter the wording in
the documents, the
mayor said. “We are
sincerely apologetic
for our misuse and
Samaria Rice, the mother of Tamir Rice, a 12-yearmischaracterization
old boy fatally shot by a Cleveland police officer,
of our answer to that
speaks during a news conference Tuesday, March
complaint,” he said.
3, 2015, in Cleveland. Rice and her attorneys talkRice family attored about the city’s response to the lawsuit, a day
ney Walter Madison
after Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson apologized
said the city’s response
for wording in a court document in which the city
suggests that children
said the boy died as a result of his own actions. AP
should act like and
Photo/Tony Dejak
handle all situations
like an adult.
sive force, negligence, infliction of
Tamir was shot in the abdomen emotional distress on his sister and
by an officer responding to a call mother, violation of due process
about someone with a firearm near for the parents and failure by the
a recreation center on Nov. 22. The responding officers to immediately
officer fired within two seconds of provide first aid to the boy, who died
the police car stopping nearby, and the next day.
the confrontation was captured on
The Cuyahoga County sheriff’s
surveillance video. Tamir had been department is investigating the
carrying what turned out to be an air- shooting. A prosecutor has promsoft-type gun that shoots non-lethal ised that a grand jury will consider
plastic pellets.
whether the case merits criminal
The federal lawsuit alleges exces- charges.

By Eric Tucker
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON - A Justice
Department investigation will
allege sweeping patterns of
discrimination within the Ferguson, Missouri, police department and at the municipal jail
and court, law enforcement officials familiar with the report
said Tuesday, March 3.
The report, which could be
released as soon as Wednesday, will charge that police disproportionately use excessive
force against blacks and that
black drivers are stopped and
searched far more often than
white motorists, even though
they’re less likely to be carrying contraband.
The Justice Department also
found that blacks were 68 percent less likely than others to
have their cases dismissed by a
municipal court judge, and that
from April to September of last
year, 95 percent of people kept
at the city jail for more than
two days were black, according
to the officials. The officials
spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not
authorized to speak on the record before the report is made
public.
The Justice Department

FILE - In this Nov. 26, 2014, file photo, nembers of Missouri National
Guard stand outside of the Ferguson Police Department and the Municipal Court in Ferguson, Mo. A Justice Department investigation has found
patterns of racial bias in the Ferguson police department and at the municipal jail and court. AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File
began the civil rights investigation following the August
shooting of Michael Brown, an
unarmed black 18-year-old, by
a white police officer. That killing set off weeks of protests.
The officials say the report
will allege direct evidence of
racial bias among police officers and court workers and
detail a criminal justice system
that prioritizes generating revenue over public safety.
Among the findings of the report was a racially tinged 2008
message in a municipal email

account stating that President
Barack Obama would not be
president for very long because
“what black man holds a steady
job for four years.”
The department has conducted roughly 20 broad civil rights
investigations of police departments during the tenure of Attorney General Eric Holder,
including Cleveland, Newark,
New Jersey and Albuquerque.
Most of those investigations
end with the police department
agreeing to changes its practices.

Netanyahu
Continued from page 1

Obama saw it differently, and
said so from the White House. He
said that the Israeli leader offered no
“viable alternatives” to the nuclear
negotiations with Iran and that the
prospect of an agreement had already resulted in a freeze and rolling

back of Iran’s program.
Netanyahu spoke in English
shortly after Secretary of State John
Kerry met for more than two hours
in Switzerland with Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
in hopes of completing an interna-

tional framework agreement later
this month to curb Tehran’s nuclear
ambitions.
The Israeli leader’s appeal also
came two weeks before tight elections in which he is seeking a new
term - and after the invitation to address Congress
extended
by
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by his rhetoric.
House Democratic Leader Nancy
Pelosi of California conspicuously
refrained from applauding on several occasions, and when the Israeli
leader called for holding out for a
better deal with Iran, she held her
hands wide and shook her head in
disagreement. Later, she issued a
statement saying that she was “near
tears throughout the prime minister’s
speech - saddened by the insult to the
intelligence of the United States” as
part of the international coalition in
talks with Tehran.
The White House expressed its
displeasure with Netanyahu’s appearance by word and deed, dispatching Vice President Joe Biden
on an overseas trip that meant he did
not fill his customary seat behind the
House rostrum during the speech.
Nor did the Israeli leader meet at the
White House with Obama on his trip
to the United States.
The prime minister was greeted with a roaring welcome as he
walked down the same center aisle
of the House chamber that presidents
tread before their annual State of the
Union speeches.
He also sought to smooth over
any political unpleasantness, thanking Obama lavishly for the help he

has given Israel since he became
president. In a grace note, he took a
moment to mention Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid, who is
back at work after suffering an eye
injury in an accident at home.
At the same time, Netanyahu was
unrelenting in his condemnation of
the negotiations the administration is
conducting with Tehran.
He said that with the concessions
the United States was prepared to
make Iran would not only gain nuclear weapons, but also eventually
would become free of international
economic sanctions. As a result, he
said, it would be emboldened to finance even more terrorism around
the Middle East and the world.
The result for Iran, he said, would
be “aggression abroad and prosperity at home.”
Instead, he said that if Iran wants
to be “treated like a normal country, it ought to behave like a normal
country.”
“We’ve been told that no deal is
better than a bad deal. Well this is a
bad deal, a very bad deal,” he said.
He said that the world needs to
insist that no restrictions are lifted
on Iran’s nuclear program until the
country stops aggressive actions
against its neighbors in the Mideast,

stops supporting terrorism around
the world and stops threatening to
annihilate Israel.
Later, at the White House, Obama
took issue with Netanyahu’s comments as well as the invitation that
led to his speech.
“On the core issue, which is how
do we prevent Iran from obtaining a
nuclear weapon, which would make
it far more dangerous and would
give it scope for even greater action in the region, the prime minister
didn’t offer any viable alternatives,”
he said.
Asked before a meeting with Defense Secretary Ash Carter about Netanyahu speaking before Congress,
Obama said the U.S. has a system of
government where “foreign policy
runs through the executive branch
and the president, not through other
channels.”
At the Capitol, Netanyahu singled
out Holocaust Survivor Elie Wiesel,
a world-renowned author. “I wish I
could promise you, Elie, that the lessons of history have been learned,”
he said in a reference to the Nazis,
who killed six million Jews. A few
moments later, he added, applause
swelling, “The days when the Jewish people remained passive in the
face of genocidal enemies are over.”
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FDA warning: Men’s
Health officials perplexed
testosterone drugs overused by vaccination skeptics
By Matthew Perrone
AP Health Writer

WASHINGTON - The Food and
Drug Administration is warning doctors against over-prescribing testosterone-boosting drugs for men, saying the popular treatments have not
been established as safe or effective
for common age-related issues like
low libido and fatigue.
The agency said drugmakers must
clearly state in their labeling and promotions that the drugs, currently taken by millions of U.S. men, are only
approved to treat low testosterone
levels caused by disease or injury,
not normal aging.
Additionally, the FDA cautioned
that the drugs may increase the risk
of heart attack, stroke and other cardiovascular problems. Drugmakers
must add information about that potential risk to their prescribing labels
and conduct a long-term study to further examine the issue, the FDA said.
Health officials in Canada issued
a similar warning about testosterone
risks last July.
The FDA action follows years
of industry marketing for new gels,
patches and injections that promise relief from low testosterone or
“Low-T.” Promotions from AbbVie,
Eli Lilly & Co. and others link the
condition to a variety of common
ailments in aging men, including
sexual problems and low mood.
“There’s been a very successful
advertising campaign to make men
feel that whatever their problem is,
the answer is to buy more testosterone,” said Dr. Sidney Wolfe of Public Citizen. The consumer advocacy
group petitioned the FDA last February to add a boxed warning - the
most serious type - to testosterone
drugs about heart risks. But the FDA
rejected the petition in July, saying
there was “insufficient evidence” for

By Mike Stobbe
AP Medical Writer

FILE - This Sept. 11 2009 file photo shows a packet of AndroGel testosterone in Hygiene, Colo. The Food and Drug Administration is warning doctors against the overuse of testosterone-boosting drugs for men, saying
the popular treatments have never been established as safe or effective for
treating common signs of aging like low libido and fatigue. AP Photo/The

Daily Times Call, Richard M. Hackett

such a warning.
The advertising blitz for drugs like
AbbVie’s Androgel and Lilly’s Axiron has pushed sales of testosterone
drugs to over $2 billion. Roughly
2.3 million U.S. patients filled a prescription for testosterone in 2013, up
77 percent from 2010, according to
FDA figures.
The heading on Abbvie’s Androgel website reads: “You are a man.
You want the facts. You get down to
business. You might have low testosterone.”
North Chicago-based Abbvie said
in a statement that the company “is
committed to our patients and we
continue to work with the FDA.”
Testosterone injections were first
approved in the 1950s for men who
had been diagnosed with hypogonadism, a form of abnormally low
testosterone caused by disorders of
the testicles, brain and other hormone-related organs.
But current labeling on the drugs
is vague enough that companies
have been able to promote them to
millions of otherwise healthy men
who simply have lower-than-normal

levels of testosterone.
“The benefits and safety of this
use have not been established,” the
FDA said in a statement Tuesday.
While men’s testosterone levels
naturally decline after age 40, experts disagree on whether that drop
actually leads to the issues like decreased energy and lower bone density.
Additionally, testosterone levels
change by the hour and are affected
by a range of environmental factors,
such as stress and sexual arousal.
The FDA began reviewing the
safety of testosterone drugs in January 2014 after two federal studies associated them with increased rates of
heart attack, stroke and other serious
problems. But other studies associated testosterone replacement with
longevity.
Companies sell prescription testosterone in a variety of forms. The
market leader, Androgel, is a gel
applied to the shoulders and arms.
Lilly’s Axiron is a solution that rolls
on like deodorant. Endo Pharmaceuticals sells a long-acting injectable
testosterone as Aveed.

NEW YORK - Certain that they
are right, struggling to find ways
to get their message across, public
health officials are exasperated by
their inability to convince more
U.S. parents to vaccinate their
children.
“I think we’re all kind of frustrated,” said Stephen Morse, a
Columbia University infectious
disease expert. “As scientists,
we’re probably the least equipped
to know how to do this.”
They say they are contending
with a small minority of parents
who are misinformed - or merely
obstinate - about the risks of inoculations. The parents say they
have done their own research and
they believe the risks are greater
than health authorities acknowledge; they are merely making
their own medical choices, they
say.
Most parents do bring their
children for shots, and national
vaccination rates for kindergarteners remain comfortably above 90
percent. Experts aren’t even sure
the ranks of families who don’t
vaccinate are growing to any significant degree.
But in some states, the number
of parents seeking exemptions
from school attendance vaccination requirements has been inching up. In some communities,
large proportions of household
skip or delay shots. The rise has
come despite unsettling outbreaks
of some vaccine-preventable diseases that had nearly disappeared
from the United States.
“Part of the reason everyone is
so concerned about this is because
they don’t know whether things
will get worse,” said Dr. Walter

Orenstein of Emory University,
considered one of the nation’s
leading experts on vaccines.
Measles is a leading worry. A
little over 50 years ago, measles
caused nearly a half a million illnesses in the United States each
year, including about 450 deaths.
But decades of vaccination campaigns put an end to homegrown
measles transmission by 2000.
Annual reported illnesses dropped
as 34, in 2004. But in the last five
years or so, cases jumped back
into the hundreds as infected travelers sparked outbreaks in poorly
vaccinated communities.
Right now the number of cases remains relatively small. But
health officials fear that if the
number of unvaccinated families
keeps growing, sustained spread
of measles will be re-established
in the United States, and it will
become a native virus once again.
“That’s what we don’t want to
happen again,” Orenstein said.
Scientists have long assumed
the problem is that some parents
are simply misinformed, and providing them “corrective information” will clear things up.
But some studies have shown
that doesn’t seem to work. For
example, in the last 15 years, a
leading concern of many vaccine
opponents is that shots trigger autism in children. One recent study
found that some vaccine-opposed
parents could be presented with
medical evidence disproving that,
and seemed persuaded. But they
also said they still did not intend
to vaccinate their kids.
“People are really good at coming up with reasons to believe
what they already believe,” said
Jason Reifler, a political scientist
at the University of Exeter who

co-authored the study.
In fact, vaccines can have side
effects - very severe ones, in extremely rare cases that doctors
can’t always anticipate. “It may
be one in a million or one in two
million, but I can’t tell you that
it won’t happen to your child,”
Morse said.
Some parents say, “I’m not
willing to take that chance with
my child,” he added.
Parents have been nervous
about vaccines for as long as vaccines have been around - at times
with good reason. More than 100
years ago, vaccines were unregulated and could be as likely to
harm a child as protect them. Opposition seemed to plummet for
several decades, as vaccines got
better and succeeded in beating
back diseases that had long terrified families, including polio,
measles and whooping cough.
But parental concern has
seemed to be on an upswing in the
last 20 years.
Family decisions about vaccinations have always involved
a cost-benefit analysis, in which
parents weight the danger of the
disease against side effects or
other potential risks from the vaccine itself. As overall vaccination
rates hit high levels and diseases
became rare, some families have
decided the risks of vaccination
outweigh the benefits, observed
Massachusetts General Hospital’s
Dr. Stephen Calderwood, president of the Infectious Diseases
Society of America.
Meanwhile, the rise of the Internet meant people suspicious of
the government, doctors and pharmaceutical companies were given
an electronic megaphone to share
their beliefs.
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Power APAC student
Lake Elementary
Artist wins place in
principal named 2015 JPS
Picture Freedom exhibit Administrator of the Year

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Rahzizi Ishakarah, an 11th
grade visual arts student at
Power APAC, was the 2nd
place winner of the first ever
Picture Freedom Art contest
at the National Underground
Railroad Freedom Center in
Cincinnati, Ohio. He was one
of only 12 finalists selected out
of the many students who submitted entries from across the
country.
Ishakarah’s artwork will be
exhibited in Picture Freedom,
an exhibition at the National
Underground Railroad Freedom Center in March 2015.
Additionally, Ishakarah will
receive a $1,000 cash prize and
a three-day trip for two to the
Freedom Center for the exhibition’s opening.
This is not the first time
Ishakarah’s art has taken him
places. In the spring of 2014,
he won Mississippi’s 2nd Congressional District Art Competition and his work was featured
in the Cannon Tunnel of the
U.S. Capitol. He also received
round trip accommodations to
Washington, D.C. for the National Awards Ceremony.

Ishakarah’s graphite drawing ‘Free Will’ goes on display in the Picture
Freedom exhibit at the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnatti, Ohio, in March 2015.

Johnson Elementary teacher named
2015 JPS Teacher of the Year
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Johnson Elementary teacher Erica Conner was named
the 2015 Jackson Public
Schools Teacher of the Year.
Superintendent Dr. Cedrick
Gray and a group of JPS administrators were trailed by
local media as they made a
surprise visit to the school.
A presentation was made to
Conner in her classroom on
the morning of Monday, February 9, 2015.
“She exemplifies all the
work we would like all of our
teachers to have in growing
our children from when they
come to the classroom until
when they leave,” said Dr.
Gray.
“Ms. Conner goes beyond
the call of duty to complete
multiple tasks despite deadline pressure,” said Johnson
Elementary principal Faith
Strong. “She continues to
persevere in providing high
expectations for everyone
who comes in contact with
her.”
Conner has taught second
and third grade at the elementary level as well as high

Conner at a surprise announcement by JPS Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray
learns that she was named Jackson Public Schools’ 2015 Teacher of the
Year during
school subjects, including
English I and III, World History, and Mississippi Studies
during her 12-year tenure in
education.
She is a Belhaven graduate and has been awarded
many professional honors
and awards during her career.
She serves as the leader of
the Girl Scout Troop at Johnson, mentors first year teachers, and tutors children in her
family and neighborhood in
reading and English.
The 2015 JPS Teacher of

the Year received a plaque,
a $50 gift certificate that
she can use at Bravo, Broad
Street and Sal and Mookies restaurants and other
gifts provided by the school
adopters and PTA. She will
also be honored at an upcoming Board meeting where she
will receive additional gifts.
Conner will serve as JPS
Teacher of the Year in 20152016. She will also represent
the District in the Mississippi
Teacher of the Year recognition program.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Lake Elementary principal Althea Johnson has been
named the 2015 JPS Administrator of the Year. Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray
announced Johnson’s selection at Lake on Wednesday,
February 11, 2015, before
a crowd of media, other
JPS administrators, and the
school’s staff and students.
“Principal Althea Johnson
is an outstanding educator,”
said Dr. Gray. “Her love for
children and leadership exemplifies the qualities suitable for her selection as Administrator of the Year. I am
truly delighted that her peers
nominated and selected her
for such a distinguished
honor.”
Johnson has served as a
school administrator for
more than 20 years. Under
her leadership, Lake Elementary has received several
awards and recognitions, including:
Great American Clean
Up Awards, Keep Jackson
Beautiful, City of Jackson
2008-2014
Golden
Achievement
Awards, Sysco of Jackson,
2001-2014
PREPS
Added
Value
Award for Language Arts,
2007
John B. Rhodes Award,
Cornerstone Literacy Initiative, 2003
“Ms. Johnson has a clear
focus on leadership priorities and navigates conflict
and change with the balance
of being both a team member and a team leader,” said
Lake Elementary third grade
teacher Amanda Terrell in a
recommendation letter. “She
puts the needs of the students in our school as well
as the district first. Her depth
of commitment and positive
nature has proven her character one to be celebrated.”
According to her application, the school’s Positive
Behavioral Intervention and
Supports (PBIS) program
received three perfect scores
of 100 percent based on the
Schoolwide Evaluation Tool
conducted by external reviewers. Due to the success
of the school’s PBIS implementation, Johnson was invited to present at the Association for Positive Behavior
Support International Conference in 2013. She also
uses data-driven interventions and engages parents

2015 JPS Administrator of the Year honoree Althea Johnson and JPS
Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray

Lake students who participate in Johnson’s SMART Girls initiative
present a gift to her as the school celebrates her being named Administrator of the Year.
throughout the school improvement process at Lake.
“Parents and community
stakeholders are vital to the
decision making process at
Lake Elementary School,”
said Johnson.
As an administrative coach
and instructional leader,
Johnson emphasizes building collaboration and trust,
not only between teachers,
parents, and students, but
also with the community.
She has led the school in
ongoing partnerships with
the City of Jackson, Keep
Jackson Beautiful, Working
Together Southwest Jackson, and Rosemont Baptist
Church on neighborhood
improvement initiatives.
She has participated in
mentoring and other service programs as well as
established and maintained
a strong Adopt-A-School
relationship with Sysco
Foods for 20 years.
For her hard work and
dedication, Johnson received a gift package val-

ued at more than $500.
Gifts and gift cards were
provided by many generous donors and friends of
Jackson Public Schools, including Southern Farm Bureau, Mangia Bene, Raising Cane’s, Massage Envy,
Jackson Business Systems,
BankPlus, Kirklands, and
Sysco. Lake Elementary
students, parents, and staff
also showered her with
many cards, flowers, and
other gifts.
Jackson Public Schools
also congratulates principals Laketia MarshallThomas, Provine High
School, and Chinelo Evans,
Northwest Jackson IB Middle School, as JPS Administrator of the Year finalists.
Johnson will serve as Administrator of the Year in
2015-2016. She will represent JPS for Mississippi’s
2015 Administrator of the
Year program, in which one
principal out of the entire
state will be chosen to receive the honor.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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The Mississippi Link Newswire
Funeral arrangements have
been set for Jackson State
University’s longtime director
of Choral Activities, Willenham Cortez Castilla, who died
Feb. 28.
The funeral will take place
11 a.m. Friday, March 6, at
Christ Temple Church of
Christ Holiness, 845 N. Lamar
Street, Jackson.
Visitation will be held from
6:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday,
March 5, at Westhaven Memorial Funeral Home, Inc., 3580
Robinson Road, Jackson.
Condolences may be sent to
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Dr. Kathy Castilla and Family,
139 Inez Owens Dr., Jackson,
MS 39212.
Castilla was the brother of
Reginald Castilla, who worked
with the Upward Bound program at JSU, and Alveno Castilla, a member of the Jackson
State University Development
Foundation board of directors.
Other siblings include JSU
alums Dr. Abranese Castilla,
M.D., and Vonzell Castilla,
esq., who will deliver the eulogy.
Upon notification of Castilla’s death earlier this week,
President Carolyn W. Mey-

ers, said, “The Jackson State
University family was blessed
that he shared his talents here,
bringing honor and distinction
to our University and exceptional commitment and love to
his students.”
Department of Liberal Arts
Dean Mario Azevedo said,
“This is a terrible loss. He was
one of the best faculty members in the School of Liberal
Arts. We will feel his absence.
We extend our sympathy and
prayers to the family of Mr.
Castilla,” who worked at JSU
for more than 20 years.
According to Department of

JSU master of social
work student tapped for
federal LIFT program
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Eric Burden, a Jackson
State University master of
social work student, has
been selected to participate
in Project LIFT (Leadership
Initiatives for Tomorrow), a
Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) initiative.
SAMHSA prepares individuals to be health reform
ready and culturally competent to serve vulnerable populations and communities.
Burden said he’s excited
about the opportunity.
“When I began searching
for an avenue for furthering
my education and career, the
part-time MSW program offered by JSU was perfect for
my needs. In addition, I felt
that JSU would offer me a
diversity of experience that
would be difficult to find
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Burden
elsewhere,” Burden said.
Burden will travel to
Bethesda, Md., to meet the
other members of the program.
Project members participate in a monthly webinar
and work with teammates on

a group leadership project.
Burden is enrolled in the
part-time MSW program and
also works full time for the
Mississippi Department of
Human Services.
“As my current position
and career goals involve
training young leaders and
developing
organizational
efficiency, the experience of
this program will be incredibly helpful in achieving my
objectives,” he said.
He added that he hopes to
be able to take the lessons
and experiences garnered
from Project LIFT and use
them in his work with young
leaders in foster care.
For
more
information
about the School of Social
Work and the College of Public Service, see: http://www.
jsums.edu/socialwork/bachelor-of-social-work-2/.

Music Chair, Alfred Duckett,
Professor Castilla was stricken shortly after his conducting
an outstanding performance
of the JSU choir in concert in
Natchez. He was rushed to the
hospital where he passed surrounded by family, students,
parents and other close associates.
“It is with a sense of deep
sadness and great loss that we
note the passing of our friend
and colleague,” Duckett added.
Dowell Taylor, director
of Marching Bands, worked
with Castilla for more than a

decade. He said Castilla was
“an outstanding choral director and a true asset to the Department of Music. He will be
sorely missed.”
Also, Phyllis Hale, an instructor of music and director of opera/musical theater
workshop, reflected on Castilla’s contributions. She said
he was “very supportive of
my endeavors. He made sure
students were funded for various conferences nationally. He
was instrumental in continuing
the annual choral festival, including one for clinicians. He
assisted choirs in the commu-

Castilla

nity and high schools and was
a great recruiter. He gave students international exposure,
even taking many to Italy.”

Shani Collins, Shenika Poindexter
selected to participate in the Health
Disparities Research Training Program
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Two instructors from Alcorn State University will
represent the university with
their brilliance and forward
thinking attitude.
Dr. Shani K. Collins and
Dr. Shenika Poindexter have
been selected to represent
Alcorn as the 2015-2017 junior faculty health disparities training scholars. The
two will participate in the
Health Disparities Research
Training Program for faculty
investigators who work at
Historically Black Colleges/
Universities (HBCU’s) in
Mississippi. The program is
sponsored by Jackson State
University’s Center of Excellence in Minority Health and
Health Disparities and the
University of Alabama, Birmingham Minority Health
and Health Disparities Research Center.
Dr. Poindexter, who is a
native of Indianola, Miss.,
earned her bachelor’s degree
in biology in 2007 from Alcorn. Following her studies at Alcorn, Poindexter
transitioned into the cancer

Poindexter
biology doctorate program
at Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, Tenn. She successfully defended her dissertation in August of 2014.
Poindexter is thrilled about
her position that allows her
to research ways of combating deadly diseases such as
cancer.
“I am honored to have
been selected as Alcorn’s
junior faculty health disparities training scholar,” said
Poindexter. “Because of my
previous research and training, I am excited about the
opportunity to investigate
and advance cancer health

equity among minority populations.”
Dr. Collins, a visiting assistant professor in the Department of Social Work and
Greenwood, Miss. native,
earned a bachelor’s degree
in English from Tougaloo
College in Jackson, Miss.
She continued her education
at Clark Atlanta University
in Atlanta, Ga., where she
earned her master’s degree
in Africana women’s studies.
She later earned her doctorate
in social work from the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, Ala. So far, Collins is
pleased with her opportunity
to pass her knowledge on to
her students at Alcorn.
“I love working at Alcorn
State University,” said Collins. “Everyone has been
very welcoming. I am enjoying my new role. I love my
students. We really have a
good time learning in class.
Health disparities research is
very important to me. I want
to help reduce health disparities in the Mississippi Delta. I
am eager to share my knowledge with my students.”

Hinds CC Physical
Therapy Assisting
Greeks ‘cross over’
students visit Capitol with ‘The Great Reveal’

The Hinds group included, front from left, Brooklyn Mendez of Mandeville, La., Dylan Woolsey of Brandon, Jessalee
Shivers of New Hebron, Dawn Little of Florence and Pam Chapman of Flora, program director; second row, Kelsie Giles
of Clinton, Lauren Austin of Brandon, Kaylee Rochelle of Greenville, Mary Hartfield of Hattiesburg, Morgan Mason of
Brandon; third row, Kenneth Davis of Vicksburg, Elliott Pettus of Flowood, Joe Kellum of Jackson; fourth row, Harrison
Schuerman of Flowood, Charlie Carpenter of Louise, Steven Ladd of Vicksburg, Prasanth Prasannasaswathan of Pearl
and Justin Haskins of Flowood.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
RAYMOND - Hinds Community College first-year Physical
Therapy Assisting students from
the Jackson Campus-Nursing/
Allied Health Center attended
Mississippi Physical Therapy
Association Legislative Day at
the State Capitol on Feb. 26.
They joined the first- and second-year PT students from the
University of Mississippi Medical Center and many practicing
therapists from across the state.
Hinds students met many senators and representatives, toured

the Capitol and represented
Hinds and their new profession
well.
As Mississippi’s largest community college, Hinds Community College is a comprehensive
institution offering quality, affordable educational opportunities with more than 170 academic, career and technical
programs. With six locations
in central Mississippi, Hinds
enrolled nearly 12,000 credit
students in fall 2014. To learn
more, visit www.hindscc.edu or
call 1.800.HindsCC.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Every year, Jackson State
University’s Pan Hellenic
Council presents “The Great
Reveal,” a Greek probate
held on the university’s main
campus.
On March 1, students,
alumni and Greek members
joined together while dressed
in colors of black and gold,
purple and gold, red and
white and blue and white, to
name a few, in anticipation of
who would “cross over.”
All Pan Hellenic Council
organizations are established
on the belief of sisterhood/
brotherhood, service to others and scholarship in academic excellence.
Each organization is set
apart from the other in principle, foundation, colors, calls
and symbols.
JSU’s Greek members ex-

The Great Reveal at JSU, March 1, 2015. Photo by Lafayette Hicks, JSU
hibit leadership in education,
community service and cultural awareness.
The Greek organizations
that crossed over:
- Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity

- Iota Phi Theta Fraternity
- Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
- Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity,
- Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority
- Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
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The Biblical Role of a Woman
I n h o n o r o f W o men ’ s Hi s t o r y M o n t h
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Genesis 2:18
“Then the LORD God said, ‘It is
not good for the man to be alone; I
will make him a helper suitable for
him.’ “
Proverbs 14:1
“The wise woman builds her
house, But the foolish tears it down
with her own hands.”
Proverbs 31:10-31
“An excellent wife, who can
find? For her worth is far above
jewels. The heart of her husband
trusts in her, And he will have no
lack of gain. She does him good
and not evil All the days of her life.
She looks for wool and flax And
works with her hands in delight.
She is like merchant ships; She
brings her food from afar. She rises
also while it is still night And gives
food to her household And portions
to her maidens.
She considers a field and buys it;
From her earnings she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with strength
And makes her arms strong. She
senses that her gain is good; Her
lamp does not go out at night.
She stretches out her hands to
the distaff, And her hands grasp the

spindle. She extends her hand to
the poor, And she stretches out her
hands to the needy. She is not afraid
of the snow for her household, For
all her household are clothed with
scarlet. She makes coverings for
herself; Her clothing is fine linen
and purple.
Her husband is known in the
gates, When he sits among the elders of the land. She makes linen
garments and sells them, And
supplies belts to the tradesmen.
Strength and dignity are her clothing, And she smiles at the future.
She opens her mouth in wisdom,
And the teaching of kindness is on
her tongue. She looks well to the
ways of her household, And does
not eat the bread of idleness. Her
children rise up and bless her; Her
husband also, and he praises her,
saying: ‘Many daughters have done
nobly, But you excel them all.’
Charm is deceitful and beauty
is vain, But a woman who fears
the LORD, she shall be praised.
Give her the product of her hands,
And let her works praise her in the
gates.”
Ephesians 5:22
“Wives, be subject to your own

husbands, as to the Lord.”
1 Timothy 2:9
“Likewise, I want women to
adorn themselves with proper
clothing, modestly and discreetly,
not with braided hair and gold or
pearls or costly garments, but rather by means of good works, as is
proper for women making a claim
to godliness. A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire
submissiveness. But I do not allow
a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain
quiet. For it was Adam who was
first created, and then Eve. And it
was not Adam who was deceived,
but the woman being deceived,
fell into transgression. But women
will be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in
faith and love and sanctity with
self-restraint. “
1 Timothy 5:14
“Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children,
keep house, and give the enemy no
occasion for reproach”
Titus 2:3-5
“Older women likewise are to
be reverent in their behavior, not
malicious gossips nor enslaved to

much wine, teaching what is good,
so that they may encourage the
young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be
sensible, pure, workers at home,
kind, being subject to their own
husbands, so that the word of God
will not be dishonored.”
1 Peter 3:1
“Wives, in the same way be
submissive to your husbands so
that, if any of them do not believe
the word, they may be won over
without words by the behavior
of their wives, when they see the
purity and reverence of your lives.
Your beauty should not come from
outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold
jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it
should be that of your inner self,
the unfading beauty of a gentle and
quiet spirit, which is of great worth
in God’s sight. For this is the way
the holy women of the past who
put their hope in God used to make
themselves beautiful. They were
submissive to their own husbands,
like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham
and called him her master. You
are her daughters if you do what is
right and do not give way to fear.”

State baptists convene in Natchez
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The General Missionary Baptist State
Convention of MS, Inc. will host its Annual Spring Session March 8 - 11, 2015
in Natchez.
Baptist churches from across the state
will convene to learn, fellowship and
take care of convention business during
this time. The week will be filled with
trainings for ministers, church leaders
and members.
Late night services, seminars, auxiliary meetings and services will give congregations an opportunity to participate
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in various activities of the Convention.
Dr. Elliott Cuff, Dean of Christian
Education of the National Baptist Convention, USA will conduct a special
ministers conference. Dr. Frank Ray,
Sr., pastor of New Salem Baptist Church
in Memphis, Tenn., will be the keynote
speaker for seminary night.
The host church, Pilgrim Baptist
Church, 117 Pilgrim Blvd, Natchez, is
pastored by Rev. Melvin White.
For more information, please call
601-955-1132 or visit our website at
www.gmbsc.org.
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Proverbs, the Ultimate Life Coach
By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link
As we continue this series
of “Proverbs,
the
Ultimate
Life Coach” I
am positive that
the upcoming
series will challenge you and
make you think.
Our focus on this subject
will now deal with relationships.
As you know, life coaching has to do with evaluating
various aspects of a person’s
life and helping them to reflect upon those parts of their
lives in order to make adjustments which hopefully results
in a better and more satisfying
life. The Book of Proverbs
helps us to reflect upon our
lives and actions so we can do
some serious self-reflection
which results in not only a
more satisfying life, but a life
that is pleasing to God.
Proverbs 25 offers a laundry list of things for us to
self-reflect upon in our lives.
Today, we will look at a few
issues in Proverbs 25 that instructs us on how to deal with
others. By the way, chapters
25-29 are proverbs of Solomon copied by King Hezekiah’s appointees.
The proverbs collected were
political precepts on how to
conduct your house and your
kingdom which is obviously
why King Hezekiah was interested in Solomon’s Proverbs. He had them gather various sayings out of Solomon’s

proverbs for his own life. He
used Solomon’s Proverbs as a
life coach.
Perhaps Hezekiah remembered how wise God made
King Solomon and although
it had been 270 years since
Solomon’s death, Hezekiah
wanted to use the proverbs
of Solomon because he had
heard of the splendor and
greatness of Solomon’s Kingdom. Therefore, Hezekiah
wanted to learn from the best
in his field.
Our first point of interest in
reference to relationships is
found in Proverbs 25:4, 5.
1) Pray about whom to let
get close to you - Just because
a person is nice and kind to
you does not mean you should
let them into the inner circle
of your life. When a person
is going through something,
they are vulnerable and naturally seek comfort and emotional support and this is the
time when others have the opportunity to get close to them
and gain their respect.
The reason we have to be
slow about letting people into
the inner circle of our lives is
that they will have great influence on us, and the decisions
we make. If that person does
not have a good character
there will be negative consequences in your life and this
is what Proverbs 25:4, 5 is
saying.
Proverbs 25:4 says, “Take
away the dross from the silver, and the silversmith has
good material for a vessel.”
The Adam Clarke’s Commen-

tary said, “You cannot have
a pure silver vessel until you
have purified the silver; and
no nation can have a king to
be a public blessing until all
bad counsellors, those with
selfish motives, and brownnosers are banished from the
cabinet of the king.”
Notice it said, “Take away
the dross from the silver…”
The Hebrew word for dross
is ciyg (seeg) which is scoria.
The word scoria stems from
the Greek word for trash. We
throw away trash because it
is of no use. Therefore, Solomon is saying when you take
away the trash (evil advisors)
from the king’s cabinet then
the king will be a public blessing to the people.
Proverbs 25:5 makes it
plain: “Take away the wicked
from the presence of the king,
and his throne will be established in righteousness.” One
writer said, “It is not enough
that he is pure himself, but
that he MUST put away others who are corrupted.”
Another Bible scholar interpreted verse 5 as follows:
“by removing them who by
their wicked suggestions and
practices provoked God’s
displeasure against the king,
and blasted his reputation,
and alienated the hearts of
the people from the king.” If
you let wicked people hang
around you and they begin
to influence you, God will be
displeased and you are not going to prosper.
If you want to prosper, you
must take out the trash. Prov-

erbs 28:13, “He that covers
his sins shall not prosper…”
Likewise when we allow
wicked people to remain in
our lives it’s like covering up
sin and God will not allow us
to prosper.
The sad thing is that when
some people come into the
inner circle of our lives we
develop an emotional attachment to them and then it becomes hard for us to let them
go and we can’t see or don’t
want to see them for who they
really are. We cannot see them
like others see them because
of the emotional attachment.
Therefore, we hang on to them
not realizing that they are the
very reason things may not be
working out for us because
God is not pleased.
2) Don’t Abuse people’s
hospitality
Proverbs 25:17, TLB translation: “Don’t visit your
neighbor too often, or you
will wear out your welcome.”
The BBE reads: “Let not your
foot be frequently in your
neighbor’s house, or he may
get tired of you, and his feeling be turned to hate.”
The Matthew Henry Commentary said: “It is wisdom,
as well as good manners, not
to be wearisome to our friends
in our visiting them, do not
visit them too often, nor stay
too long when you visit, do
not arrange to come at dinner
time, nor make yourself busy
in the affairs of their families;
when you do this you become
a burden to your friend.”
Visiting your friends too of-
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
It is here! A
month that bares
the recognition
of a wonderful
creation of God
- Woman. Yes,
created as man’s
“helpmate,” women everywhere have been given a month
of celebration for not only the
help that they have provided the
gender that was created first, but
for their actions and support that
have helped to change a world.
March is Women’s History
Month, a time when national
observance is given to the contributions of women from all
spectrums are recognized for
their contributions to humanity.
So many people are not aware
that it is celebrated so they wait
until May to say thank you to
the special female in their lives
but, March is the month that has
been set aside to play honor to
all women and the achievements
they have to made to society.
I’d like to give you just a little
bit of history about this period
of recognition.
First celebrated in Europe in
1911, March 8 was designated
as International Women’s Day.
During that time, women’s
rights dominated political discussions.
The Woman’s Suffrage Movement officially began in the U.S.
in 1848 at a convention in New
York. Several individuals who
were involved in the antislavery
movement were also questioning the political and economic
suppression of women in a society that claimed to be a democracy. As the years progressed,
the opportunities for women did
not prosper but advocates continued to fight for what they believed was right. As the demand
for justice continued, women
were slowly gaining the right to
vote state by state.
Soon a campaign began to
grant women the right to vote
on a national level. A parade
was held in Washington D.C. in
1913, to demonstrate the support the movement had gained.
As supporters marched down
Pennsylvania Avenue, they
were met with opposition. The
peaceful demonstration soon
became a riot.
As years continued to progress, the movement gained more
support. On August 26, 1920,
women gained full voting rights
nationally, and it became the
Nineteenth Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution.
Women now had the right

ten can turn them into secret enemies. You think they like you,
but they despise you.
I would like to share with you
a few funny statements I found
when you know you have worn
out your welcome.
•The host shows you the pistol he is wearing under his dinner jacket and nods toward the
door
•They ask you if you would
rather leave by taxi or by ambulance
•They give you a glass of water, watch while you take a sip,
and then tell you they got it out
of the aquarium
To avoid being a burden to
other people we must not be
self-consumed. Others dislike
some selfish people, because
they pay too much attention to
themselves and pay to little attention to those around them.
They are blinded by narcissism
or self-love and as a result, they
become an inconvenience to
their friends.
About a year ago, I had a pastor friend who sent me texts
everyday and sometimes twice
a day. After a year, I finally
decided to block his text. One

to vote, but still faced many
obstacles. Over the next 50
years, women continued to
fight against gender injustices.
By the 1970s, a movement
began to include women in
historical data that was being taught in schools. During
that period, many colleges and
universities started including
courses in women’s history.
In 1978, Women’s History
Week began in California. The
response was so positive that
programs in honor of women
began to flourish. In 1981, the
U.S. Congress passed a resolution establishing National
History Month. In 1987, the
U.S. Congress increased the
week to a month.
Although, it began as a way
to pay tribute to the women
who were instrumental in the
political arena, church sisters
have played an important role
in shaping the past, present
and future.
Women serve the church
in so many capacities and as
time evolves their presence
in the church continues to do
the same. Positions in many
denominations that were once
held by men only are now
being held by sisters across
all denominations. Because
of the molding hand of the
Lord, spiritual life for many
sisters continues to evolve
and through God’s grace and
mercy, the sisters continue to
serve humbly in the manner
that He has bestowed upon everyone.
Thank you sisters, for all
that you do to help keep the
love of God alive.
As the month progresses,
I will share the accomplishments of our sisters.
Remember the verse that I
always share with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads:
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, Your
God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, would
like to serve as your personal
messenger to share your news
and the news of your place of
worship and places visited.
Contact Daphne M. Higgins
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or
mail your information to The
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS
39213.

writer said rather than being a
burden to your friends, try being a burden to God because
He is like no other friend and
He won’t get tired of you coming to Him. You can go to Him
morning, noon, and night and it
won’t bother Him. God yearns
for your company 24-7. Why
not pay Him more visits? However, people are human and they
will get tired of you so use common sense and don’t visit them
too often.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor of Makarios Worship Center,
464 Church Rd., Madison. Residents of Madison, he and wife,
Minister Yolanda; are the proud
parents of three daughters. He
received degrees from Criswell
College in Dallas; Southern
Methodist University - Perkins
School of Theology; and a Masters of Divinity from Memphis
Theological Seminary. A pastor
for 23 years, Collier serves as a
volunteer chaplain for various
law enforcement agencies in
the metro area and for the Mississippi Governor’s Mansion.
He may be reached by calling
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or
e-mail karab5@live.com.
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The Parable of the Great Feast - Part III
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
This parable
is a bittersweet
reminder of rejection, but also
of mercy. Those
who are not worthy to come to
the Host’s table - the poor,
lame, crippled and blind - are
now invited. That is you and
that is me.
We are unworthy to eat at
our Host’s table, but we have
been invited and cleansed.
How true it is: “Blessed is the
man who will eat at the feast in
the Kingdom of God.” (Luke
14:15) Read Luke 14:15-24.
The poor, lame, crippled
and blind are now sought out.
They are not just invited, but
they are sought out and urged,
compelled, to accept the invitation. The poor and oppressed
among the Jewish people are
in view, but also the Gentiles.
We are the servants and we
bring a marvelous message
of invitation, acceptance and
forgiveness. We must take our
role seriously and urge the invitation wherever we are positioned. This is not a take-itor-leave-it task, but a mission,
the mission of the Host and we
must fulfill it (evangelism).
Those who reject the invita-

tion for whatever reason will
not taste of the Host’s feast.
We bear Good News, but with
humility and sadness, realizing that contained within the
very message are the seeds of
judgment. However, it’s not
like we are damning people by
telling them the Good News.
Actually, the Good News is
their only hope because they
are already under God’s judgment for their sins. It’s only
that deliberately rejecting the
invitation invites greater judgment and that should sadden
us (Christians).
I am sorry to say that in the
lame excuses of the original
guests I hear some of my own
shallow excuses for not doing
God’s Will. We may be able to
convince ourselves that what
we are doing is noble, but I
am afraid that way too often
our excuses are an insult to
God. He is the Host and He is
the Master of the house. It is
God’s mercy that we are not
consumed.
The Host has prepared food
for a large number of guests
and He won’t be satisfied until His house is completely
full. “The Lord is not slow in
keeping His promise, as some
understand slowness. He is
patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but every-

one to come to repentance.”
(2 Peter 3:9)
I get the feeling - though
this is not inherent in the parable before us - that as soon
as the last place is taken at the
banquet, the door will be shut
and the feast will begin. The
Father is lingering, waiting
for each and every seat to be
taken and END will not come
until that has occurred.
We catch a hint of this in
Second Peter: “Since everything will be destroyed in
this way, what kind of people
ought you to be? You ought to
live holy and Godly lives as
you look forward to the Day
of God and speed its coming.
That day will bring about the
destruction of the Heavens by
fire, and the elements will melt
in the heat.” (2 Peter 3:11-12)
I believe we can speed the
coming of the Day of the
Lord by evangelism. “And
this Gospel of the Kingdom
will be preached in the whole
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the END will
come.” (Matthew 24:14)
Jesus said that before He
returns, the Gospel of the
Kingdom (the message of
salvation) would be preached
throughout the world. This
was the Disciples’ mission and
it is ours today. Jesus talked

about the end times and final
judgment to show His followers the urgency of spreading
the Good News of salvation to
everyone.
In Jesus’ story (parable),
many people turned down the
invitation to the feast because
the timing was inconvenient.
We too can resist or delay responding to God’s invitation
and our excuses may sound
reasonable - work duties, family responsibilities, financial
needs, or whatever; nevertheless, God’s invitation is the
most important event in our
lives, no matter how inconveniently it may be timed.
Are you making excuses
to avoid responding to God’s
Call?
Next week, March 12, 2015:
“Do you want to be made
Well?” John 5:1-9
Rev. Simeon R. Green III
is pastor of Joynes Road
Church of God, 31 Joynes
Road, Hampton VA 23669.
He is married to Velma L.
Green. He honorably served
in the U.S. Army for 20 years.
Rev. Green is a member of
the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind. He serves as
chairman of the Southeastern
Association of The Church of
God, Inc.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of March 5
ARTISTS					
ALBUM
College
Hill Missionary Baptist
Church

SONGS

			

1.

Fill Me Up

2.

For Your Glory

3.

Every Praise

4.

I Am

5.

Amazing

6.

I Will Trust

7.

No Greater Love

8.

War

9.

God My God

10.

Your Destiny
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Following after
righteousness
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
“Oh
Lord!
Please don’t let
this truck back
into me!” These
were the words
that I kept repeating as I watched
helplessly as the white Ford truck
in front of me struggled to gain
traction on the icy/snowy street.
The truck’s back wheels spun furiously and its cab shifted to the
right as it tried to make it up the
slight incline in the road. Although
I didn’t know who was driving the
truck, I prayed that it would make
it up the hill.
Even though it had taken me
about an hour and 30 minutes to
drive a distance that normally took
me 25 minutes, I was thankful that
I was finally just a few minutes
away from my house. After a few
minutes of spinning its wheels, the
truck was finally able to make it to
the top and through the stop light.
After witnessing his struggle, I
thought that I would have the same
trouble, but miraculously made it
up the hill and through the light
with no trouble.
Like many North Texans last
week, I was both pleased with
and fearful of the ice/snow that
blanketed the area. I was pleased
because it gave me a few days off
from work. Yet, I was also horrified when I was forced to drive
home from work in last Friday’s
snowstorm. The streets were very
slick with snow and ice; there
was no traction even for the largest vehicles like trucks and SUVs.
One thing that did help with the
icy road conditions was the continuous treatment of the roads with
sand/salt/brine that was designed

to improve traction.
The road treatment didn’t make
the roads completely clear; only a
gradual melting of the ice/snow as
a result of warmer temperatures
would do that. However, the use of
the salt/brine/sand mixture did improve the road conditions. I think
one of the reasons why so many
people did not get into accidents
during the wintry weather was that
they followed the paths created
in the slick streets by the sanding
trucks.
Even though we remain committed to living a Christian life,
sometimes we lose traction. We
may suffer a series of disappointments, go through a season of
discouragement or fall into sin.
We are still saved by the grace of
God but, just like that truck that
was slipping on the ice, we have
temporarily slipped in our walk as
Christians.
Psalms 85:13 says, “Righteousness goes before him and prepares
the way for his steps.” Walking
down the path of righteousness
doesn’t mean that our lives will
be trouble free. However, walking down the path of righteousness
means that if we slip, we’ll be able
to regain traction and get back on
track. The Bible also says that Jehovah Nissi will go before us and
prepare the way. As Christians,
we have to trust in God and have
faith in His righteousness leading
the way regardless of how the path
looks.
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship
Ends.” She can be reached at lovehangover@juno.com, at www.shewandariley.com or www.anointedauthorsontour.com
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Black girls carry extra
burdens to stay in school
By Lisa Gissendaner
NNPA Guest Columnist
Whitney Richards Callathes - a
young
person
navigating the
difficulties she
confronts as a
woman of color
and an undocumented immigrant completing her education
- has an added responsibility.
She is the primary caretaker for
her incarcerated uncle.
Whitney shared her story
about how this additional burden has affected her life at a
town hall meeting held last
October hosted by the African American Policy Forum
(AAPF) and Girls for Gender
Equity.
She explained: [This] adds
undue pressure in our own lives,
right? Potentially pushing us
out of school, forcing us to get
second, third jobs, and working
late into the night, while we are
still responsible for caretaking,
right?
“And often times, it isn’t considered or looked at as a burden
or gendered form of oppression
because we are expected to do
it, right? It’s women’s work. It’s
supposed to be a labor of love…
and even when we ask for help,
there is often little help to be
provided.
On top of experiencing racial inequities that parallel the
ones confronting men and boys,
women and girls of color face
unique challenges because of
their gender. Whitney’s story
illustrates how gender-specific
factors function to exacerbate
the effects of systemic forms of
racism.
Yet, traditional conceptions
of racial justice consistently ignore these sorts of concerns.
In response to the erasure
of these concerns, in February AAPF released Black Girls
Matter: Pushed Out, Overpoliced and Underprotected. This
report sheds light on the barriers
to success that black and other
girls of color encounter in the
New York and Boston public
schools.
Toward this end, it assesses
the impact of excessively punitive disciplinary policies on
girls of color. In so doing, it
demonstrates that the racialized
risks associated with unduly
harsh disciplinary measures and
the school-to-prison pipeline
are real and substantial obstacles for girls as well as boys.
The report pushes back
against the popular narrative
that only boys of color are seriously at risk in this arena. It
illuminates the gender-specific
obstacles such as pregnancy,
sexual harassment, and caretaking responsibilities that can
disastrously undermine the performance of girls in school.
These concerns, however, are
largely absent from the public discourse on the challenges
confronted by youth of color.
One of the greatest impediments facing girls trying to
stay in school is pregnancy.
Pregnancy and teen parenting
often disproportionately affect
the lives of teen mothers, and
can dramatically alter how their
teachers and fellow students
treat them.
One girl interviewed for the
AAPF report noted, “… you
can be the father of three in the
9th grade, and at the end of the
day no one really cares. But if
you’re a girl, you know, those
children are with you; they are
seen.”
The National Campaign to
Prevent Teen and Unplanned
Pregnancy found that because
of the additional responsibilities
of childcare, only half of teen
mothers finish high school by

the age of 22, compared to 89
percent of girls overall.
Moreover, the report reveals
that there is a lifelong income
gap for those without high
school diplomas that is greater
for women than for men.
Another major risk facing
girls of color in and outside of
school is sexual abuse. A 2011
study by Black Women’s Blueprint found that close to 60 percent of Black girls are victims
of sexual assault by the age of
18. But, schools often fail to
appropriately respond to or prevent this form of abuse.
Recently, two girls in sixthgrade in the Bronx alleged that
they were sodomized for two
hours; and no one had even
bothered to look for them during that time, though they had
missed two class periods.
Afterward, rather than consent to the girl’s request, the
school administrators decided
they would not suspend the
boys in question unless their accusers participated in a hearing
where the boys would be present, a situation that would only
further terrify them.
When even your teachers and
school officials treat you with
profound disrespect, black and
other girls of color may come to
see themselves as unworthy of
success. While white girls living in poverty may also experience some of the same societal
ills, they do not face the same
debilitating racial stereotypes.
Our challenge, then, is to assure that all girls are viewed
with respect and nurtured in
a way such that they come to
understand that they are worth
investing in.
To accomplish this objective,
we must lift up the voices of
these girls, listen to their stories,
and center their concerns at the
heart of our vision of racial justice - a vision that should be inextricably linked to innovative
large scale programmatic initiatives that target the concerns
of our girls as aggressively as
those developed to meet the
needs of our boys.
Lisa Gissendaner is the
Young Scholars Program coordinator for the Office of Diversity and Inclusion at Ohio
State University. She sits on the
Board of Education for Canton, Ohio. Throughout her career, Gissendaner has worked
to make education a positive,
empowering experience for all
young people.
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“Make me a woman”
By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist
One of my
sheroes is Sojourner Truth. A
brilliant but illiterate woman,
she was a great
orator and powerful presence who possessed
great courage and determination.
I often wear a pendant with
her image and words: “If
women want any rights more
than they’s got, why don’t
they just take them, and not
be talking about it.”
Sarye Huggins is a high
school senior who knows her
Black history and has also
been inspired by Sojourner
Truth. Read a few lines from
her spoken word poem “Make
Me a Woman”:
“Make me a woman in this
world of poverty and deceit.
They’ll know I’m a woman
by the sounds of determination coming from my feet….
Just make me a woman. Don’t
you think the time has come?
I can hear my ancestors summoning me by the sounds of
their drums. A woman, me?
Imagine that. Once you grant
me this wish, I’m never turning back.”
Sarye lives in Brooklyn’s
Bedford-Stuyvesant
neighborhood, a community disproportionately plagued by
poverty and violence. Her
teacher explains, “She’s survived ‘Bed-Stuy, do or die’ that’s the motto of our neighborhood.”
Sarye’s mother, a teacher,
died from a brain tumor when
Sarye was two. Her father was
frequently part of her early
life, and she was raised by a
beloved aunt.
As a smart, shy girl attending some of the poorest and
roughest schools in New York
City, Sarye didn’t always feel
she fit in. Although she won
awards in elementary school
for being an outstanding student she also endured a lot of
teasing and bullying from her
peers and harbored much of
the pain inside.
In middle school things
got worse when her father
stopped calling and visiting.
For the first time her grades
started slipping, causing her
to lose her confidence, and
she began trying desperately
to change herself to gain acceptance by her peers.

The odds were stacked
against Sarye as they are
against so many of our black
girls and boys today. Black
children are the poorest children in America; every other
black baby is poor and every
two minutes a black baby
is born into poverty in our
wealthy nation.
Black children are less
likely to live in two-parent
families, are more likely to be
abused or neglected or enter
foster care, and suffer worse
health outcomes than white
children.
Black students fall behind in school early and do
not catch up; more than 80
percent of fourth and eighth
grade black public school students cannot read or compute
at grade level, and a black
high school student drops out
every 33 seconds during the
school year.
Black children and youths
are at greatest risk of being
funneled into the prison pipeline and are at highest risk
of gun violence, the leading
cause of death among black
children and teens ages 1-19.
For many of the children in
Sarye’s neighborhood, these
odds have already proven too
much.
Sarye was blessed by her
aunt’s unfailing support and
by caring teachers during her
freshman year of high school
who began nurturing her potential. She said, “They just
saw something in me that I
didn’t even really see in myself at the moment, and I think
that’s what I really needed.”
After Sarye attended the
Summer Bridge Program at
Boys & Girls High School,
her English teacher recommended she apply for the
Smart Scholars Program,
which would allow her to take
classes at Long Island University beginning in 10th grade.
She surprised herself by
testing into college-level English during the entrance exam.
Though still in high school,
she’s maintained a 4.0 in her
college classes while excelling in her high school courses.
Sarye is one of five extraordinary high school students
the Children’s Defense FundNew York will honor in March
for beating the odds. A scholarship will help ease their way
on the path to college.
Unsurprisingly, English has

?
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Ask Alma

Alma Gill
NNPA Advice Columnist

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Mother moved in
but won’t move out
Dear Alma,
My mother and I have a decent relationship. She was on
drugs when I was growing up,
but she’s stopped and is doing
fine. She is healthy and able.
She lives with me and my
kids. She doesn’t pay rent or
help with the kids.
I’m 36 and she’s 55. When
she moved in, I thought it was
temporary and wanted to help
her get on her feet. Now she
says she should be able to stay
as long as she wants and not
have to pay any bills because
she’s my mother.
I love my mother and I want
the best for her, but I feel
guilty that I want her to leave.
What should I do?
Daughter in Need of Advice
Dear Daughter,
Unfortunately, there’s some
sweet and sour in your “mama
drama” soup.
The sweet is obvious - your
mom was able to quit her
habit and the two of you have
a good relationship. What a
blessing!
The sour is obvious, too your mama is taking advantage of you. She’s introduced
you to the “guilty club” as if
it’s a Girl Scouts meeting.
Mama’s gotta lotta nerve
and knows exactly what she’s
remained one of her strengths
- and she’s embraced writing
as a way of expressing some
of the feelings she struggled
to hide inside. From her poem
“I’m Free From It”
“I didn’t have to hide behind the bars of shame, hurt,
or declaration. I could build
on the things that were given
to me and renovate the parts
that were taken. My dreams
that were deferred had me
shaken up, but only to produce a better me in the making . . . I can look in the mirror
and smile, embracing all my
scars, marks, and imperfec-

doing. She’s playing on your
heartstrings, and it’s time to
stop the music.
Tell her, point blank:
“Mama, you gotta go. I’ll help
you find a place, but you need
to leave within the next 90
days.”
This is a tough conversation
to have, and I don’t envy you
at all. But you’ve got to do it.
Right now you’re enabling
her. Do you know what that
is? That’s when a well-meaning loved one helps to the
point that they strip the other
person of all responsibilities
and the person becomes completely reliant upon you.
That’s not what you intended, I know, but that’s how it
unfolds. Your mom is still a
healthy, young woman. She
can find her own place and
move out of your space.
Remind her that you’ll be
there when she’s well seasoned and aged, but for right
now she’s on her own. If you
feel the need to continue to
help her in some way, add her
to your cell phone plan and
pay the bill. There are many
ways to help besides having
her live with you.
Don’t feel guilty. You’re
doing the right thing - for you
and for your mama.
Alma

tions, perfectly imperfect, not
stressing to make the perfect
impression, not ashamed,
scared, nor confused because
I am who I am for a reason.”
Marian Wright Edelman
is president of the Children’s
Defense Fund whose Leave
No Child Behind® mission
is to ensure every child a
Healthy Start, a Head Start,
a Fair Start, a Safe Start and
a Moral Start in life and successful passage to adulthood
with the help of caring families and communities. For
more information go to www.
childrensdefense.org

Misguided U.S. foreign policy fueled terrorism
By Lekan Oguntoyinbo
NNPA Guest Columnist
They
were
young and largely
impoverished.
To find work,
they had migrated
from their native
Egypt to a mid-coastal city in Libya,
an unstable country that in recent
years has become extremely attractive to agents of the Islamic State
of Iraq and Syria, more commonly
known as ISIS or ISIL, a group of
murderers masquerading as Muslims.
Agents of the Libyan branch of
ISIS seized the 21 men and, according to a video released by the terrorist organization, they were beheaded
over the weekend February 20-21 one at a time.
The murdered men all had one
thing in common - they were Copts,
members of an ancient Egyptian
church that may be the world’s oldest Christian denomination.
The deaths of these men should
stir the souls of the architects of the
2003 invasion of Iraq, for the savage
murder of these young men is one of

the consequences of that war.
The invasion, coupled with the
dismantling of that nation’s military
and security force, created an unstable region that has increasingly
had reverberations around the world
(more on that later).
The death of these men is horrific
on so many levels. First, it is just
one of several body blows Egyptian
Copts have endured in recent years.
Copts are Egypt’s largest religious
minority and make up more than 10
percent of the population.
The Egyptian Coptic Orthodox
Church traces its origins to the First
Century, when St. Mark, one of
Jesus’ disciples, introduced Christianity to Alexandria. The church’s
worldwide members number about
12 million.
Like the Catholic Church, it has a
pope. The Coptic Church is credited
with introducing monasticism - a
religious practice in which devotees
fully commit their lives to spiritual
work - to Christianity. But Copts
also are marginalized, oppressed
and sometimes brutalized.
In the last half-century, clashes
between Copts and Muslims has re-

sulted in the deaths of many Copts.
In 2011, a car bomb went off outside
a Coptic church, killing dozens and
injuring dozens more.
In 2010, a Muslim mob attacked
a group of Copts celebrating the
birth of Christ. There also have
been reports of Coptic women being abducted by Muslims, forcibly
converted to Islam and married off
against their will to Muslim men.
Like many Christian groups in
several Middle Eastern countries,
such as Iraq and Syria, Copts have
become more vulnerable in recent
years. This has been particularly
so since the overthrow of Egyptian
strongman Hosni Mubarak.
Second, while the senseless killings of these men is just another
example in the long line of the psychopathic brutality by ISIS, it is also
a reminder what’s at stake in this
fight.
In the wake of the recent beheadings, Egypt commenced airstrikes
on parts of Libya believed to be
strongholds for this group. Egypt,
which has lost hundreds of soldiers
and police officers to Islamic militants in recent years, has a vested

interest in this fight. So does the rest
of the world.
Italy, which is just north of Libya,
worries that ISIS may extend its operations to Rome. Italian officials
believe they may not be militarily
prepared to confront this beast.
On the African continent, there is
increasing concern about the possibility of a strong alliance between
ISIS and Boko Haram, which has
been wreaking havoc in northern
Nigeria for the past six years, resulting in the deaths of more than
20,000 people and the displacement
of more than 1.5 million.
To date, the conflict with Boko
Haram has drawn in Cameron, Niger and Chad and looks certain to
bring in Benin. There are reports
that agents of Boko Haram have
been getting their weapons from
Libya, smuggling them through
neighboring Chad and then bringing
them south through Niger.
Of course, the danger to the United States, which is still reeling from
the September 11, 2001 attacks and
the 2013 Boston Marathon bombings, cannot be overstated.
Finally, the real tragedy is we

are all paying for the fall out of the
Bush’s administration’s ill-advised
decision to invade Iraq. As former
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
said at a conference in Munich recently, the United States helped create ISIS by its invasion of Iraq.
The U.S. further compounded the
problem, he said, by not having a
sensible post-invasion security plan
for Iraq and for the region.
Yes, Saddam Hussein was a despot who was responsible for the
deaths of perhaps 250,000 people.
But his presence kept Iraq – and the
region around it – stable for decades.
Besides, in Iraq alone, perhaps
one million people have died since
the invasion. The instability around
the world that was inadvertently
triggered by the invasion has led to
the deaths of countless more people
around the world.
The murder of these young Copts
is just one more example of what
this misguided foreign policy decision has wrought.
Lekan Oguntoyinbo is an independent journalist. Contact him at
oguntoyinbo@gmail.com. Follow
him on Twitter @oguntoyinbo.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

CLASSIFIED
www.mississippilink.com

March 5 - 11, 2015

THE mississippi link • 13

LEGAL
SECTION 1.0 NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals from qualified
companies for the offsite disposal of geotextile-stored biosolids, removed as part of
the Storm Cell Rehabilitation Project (City Project No. 11B0500902), at the Savanna
Street Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). Proposal will be received by the City of
Jackson at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson,
Mississippi 39205, until 3:30 P.M. local time, Tuesday, March 31, 2015, for supplying
all labor and materials (as specified) necessary for BIOSOLIDS SCREENING, LOADING, TRANSPORTATION AND DISPOSAL, CITY PROJECT NUMBER 15B0500901.
The scope of services is to remove approximately 305,000 WET TONS of dewatered
biosolids stored in geotextile tubes at the Savanna Street WWTP, and dispose of the
material off site in an environmentally compliant manner. Beneficial use of the majority
of the biosolids is required. The details of the work to be performed are described in
more detail within the Request for Proposals.
Biosolids disposal operations shall commence within 60 days from the effective date
of the Notice to Proceed. In consideration of available City of Jackson funding and a
mandated Consent Decree deadline for the project, biosolids disposal shall be accomplished over an approximate 30 month period with roughly one-third of the biosolids
disposed of in each of the years 2015, 2016, and 2017. Accelerated scheduling for
disposal will be favorably viewed during the proposal evaluation process. All biosolids
disposal must be completed by December 31, 2017. Site restoration and road repair
work associated with the project shall be completed by March 1, 2018. The full Consent
Decree document can be found on the City of Jackson Consent Decree website at
www.COJCD.org within the “Document Library.
The City of Jackson faces stipulated penalties from Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) if the biosolids disposal project is not completed on time; therefore, liquidated damages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day biosolids
disposal has not been completed after the December 31, 2017 required completion
date. Liquidated damages will be as follows: $1,000.00 per day for failure to complete
all biosolids disposal operations by December 31, 2017, and for failure to complete site
restoration and road repair within 60 days after completion of biosolids disposal operations, in accordance with these documents.
Furthermore, any additional actual costs incurred by the Owner beyond $1,000 per day
shall be added to the daily penalties. These actual costs include, but are not limited to,
engineering, roadway repairs, inspection, and other project related cost resulting from
the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each
Proposer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan
with the proposal submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s
Executive Order shall disqualify a Proposer from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program,
please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies
of the City ol Jackson’s Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of the
program are available at the following location: 200 South President Street, Room 223,
Jackson, Mississippi; or can be assessed from City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity webpage.
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Proposals will be assessed, rated, and the selection made based on the following criteria; 1) Price of Services; 2) Financial Strength of Proposer; 3) Project Description
and Approach, including Maximization of Beneficial Use Options; 4) Qualification and
Experience of Proposer; 5) Company Compliance History; and 6) Utilization Level of
Local Minority Business.
A MANDATORY Pre-Proposal Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 9, 2015 at 2:00
P.M., local time, in tlie Main Conference Room of the Administration Building, Savanna
Street Wastewater Treatment Plant, 3810 Interstate 55 South Frontage Road, Jackson
MS, 39212. Attendance by Proposers intending to submit on the project is required. All
potential Subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend. As part of the
Pre-Proposal meeting, an escorted tour of the biosolids storage area will be provided.
Following the Pre-Proposal Meeting, a Contractor/Subcontractor Networking Session
will be held in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, located on the 1st floor of the
Warren Hood Building, 200 South President St., Jackson, MS, from 6:00-7:30 P.M.
on March 9. All interested parties are encouraged to attend to network with sludge
disposal general contractors, local trucking companies, and other local subcontractors
and suppliers.
In addition to the site visit on the day of the Pre-Proposal Meeting, interested Contractors will have a second opportunity to visit and inspect the site as part of a Group Escorted Site Visit on March 16, 2015, at 2:00 P.M. local time, and ending at 5:00 P.M local
time. Contractors may participate in the escorted project site inspection which shall
be led by the Project’s Engineering Team. During these site visits, Contractors may
submit questions, collect samples of project’s solids, and conduct any additional site
reconnaissance as is reasonable. In order to participate in the second scheduled site
visit, Proposer shall be required to submit an email stating intent to attend to Matthew
Horton, P.E. at hortonmr(a).cdmsmith.com. All Proposers who intend to participate in
either of these site visits will be required to wear the necessary safety clothing including
hardhats, safety glasses, and steel toed boots.

The successful Proposer will he required to furnish Certificates of Insurance showing
coverage limits as outlined within the RFP. The selected Proposer shall procure, maintain, and keep this coverage in force at all times during the term of the Contract at tthe
Proposer’s sole expense. Proposer shall submit proof of ability to obtain such insurance
in the proposal.
Copies of the Request for Proposals are on file and open to public inspection in the office of the (I) Water/Sewer Utilities, Department of Public Works, Jackson, Mississippi;
and (2) City Clerk in Jackson, Mississippi.
AN OFFICIAL version of the RFP, as part of the proposal package, may be obtained
electronically by contacting:
CDM Smith
Matthew Horton, PE
Tel: (601) 966-0359 or Email: hortonmr@cdmsmith.com
A non-refundable $50.00 payment, in the form of a check payable to CDM Smith, is
required for registering and obtaining the proposal package. Only companies who purchase the RFP document and register with CDM Smith at this address will be considered as valid proposers and will receive Addenda (if issued). Failure to register and
obtain an official proposal from CDM Smith will result in disqualification.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of
life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance.
The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City of Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract with the City
of Jackson on various projects and/or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City
of Jackson in achieving its goal by strongly considering city of Jackson residents for
employment opportunities.

Additional information and assistance regarding this contracting opportunity may also
be obtained through the MS Procurement Technical Assistance Program, of the Mississippi Contract Procurement Center, which can be found at: www.mscpc.com.

Proposal (one original plus five copies) and EBO Plan (one original plus two copies)
shall be submitted, stapled individually, sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City
Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. Each
Proposer must describe in his proposal the company’s qualifications to perform the
work. The Statement of Qualifications shall list past projects of similar size and nature,
a list of references with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel who will
perform the work, and other information supporting the qualifications as required by the
project described herein. The proposal shall include a technical approach in sufficient
detail to demonstrate the proposer’s knowledge of the project and the technical strategies for execution of the work. Additional proposal submittal requirements are specified
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Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until
2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 04/02/2015 , for:
RE:
		

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Proposers that minority and women business
enterprises are solicited to propose on this contract as prime contractors and are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting and/or Joint Venture opportunities, equipment, material and/or supply needs.
The City has retained CDM Smith as the Engineer for the Biosolids Screening, Loading,
Transportation and Disposal project. The CDM Smith office is located at 210 East Capitol Street, Suite 1050, Jackson, MS, 39201. For technical questions, contact Matthew
Horton. P.E., by phone at (601) 966-0359 or by email at hortonmr@cdmsmith.com.
The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any
informalities or irregularities therein.
Kishia L. Powell, Director of Public Works
Terry Williamson, Legal Counsel
Gus McCoy, Chief Administrative Officers

2/26/2015, 3/5/2015

GS# 103-281 Alexander Ctr. Renov - PH II
Jackson State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained from:
Professional:
Address: 		
			
Phone:		
Email:

Foil Wyatt Architects & Planners PLLC
1510 North State Street, Suite 400
Jackson, Mississippi 39202
601-352-3071
nswales@foilwyatt.com

A deposit of $160.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions
to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all
bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

3/5/2015, 3/12/2015

LEGAL

All proposals must include a Proposal Bond in the amount of 5% of the total contract
amount and a Consent of Surety, agreeing that, in the event of the award of a Contract,
a Performance Bond and a Payment Bond will be furnished each in the amount equal
to 100 percent of the annual contract amount or one third of the total contact amount,
whichever is greater, as outlined in the Special Provisions Section.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all proposers that in compliance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all proposers
will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and
will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, in
consideration for an award.

Proposals shall be submitted using the forms provided as part of the Request for Proposals (RFP), sealed in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope:
“Proposal for BIOSOLIDS SCREENING, LOADING, TRANSPORTATION, DISPOSAL, CITY PROJECT NO. 15B0500901.”

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

in Section 2.0 of the RFP.

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
Professional Services for the Preparation of the City of Jackson’s
Five- Year Consolidated Plan and One-Year Action Plan

The City of Jackson is requesting proposals from experienced community development
consultant firms or individual consultants to undertake the development of the City of Jackson’s 5-Year Consolidated Plan and the One-Year Action Plan. The proposer must use the
HUD Econ Planning suite.

Proposals for this project will be rated according to the following criteria:
1. EXPERIENCE with similar U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Projects; proposal must identify the primary individual performing the administrative functions;
experience with HUD requirements; and provide three (3) public agency references.

2. QUALIFICATIONS, knowledge, and technical expertise with action plans and administration of HUD programs, specifically identifying qualifications of each individual performing
administrative functions;

3. CAPACITY FOR PERFORMANCE to perform required services in a timely manner according to the City’s deadlines.

All proposals will be rated on the following system to determine the best offer. Description
and maximum points: Qualifications - 40; Experience - 40; Capacity - 20; Total: 100 points.

Proposals are being requested in accordance with OMB Circular A-102, Attachment O,
Paragraph 11 C, and “Competitive Negotiations”. Contracts will be awarded to the qualified
proposer whose proposal is determined to be most advantageous to the City. The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any irregularities or informalities
in the proposal process and to modify this RFP at anytime. The City of Jackson is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

For details including Scope of Work and Proposal content requirements, please visit www.
jacksonms.gov for the full RFP.

Section 3 Requirements
Section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968 requires that the City and
contractors participating in the CDBG project give opportunities for job training and employment to lower income residents of the Section 3 area that is described below:
1. Section 3 also requires that to the maximum extent feasible; contracts for work in connection with Section 3 covered projects be awarded to business concerns that are located
in or owned in substantial part by persons residing in Section 3 area.
2. The Section 3 area is defined as follows: The city limits of Jackson, Mississippi

The original and six (6) copies of the proposals shall be submitted in a sealed envelope
labeled with Name of Firm or Individual: Five-Year Consolidated Plan and One-Year Action
Plan Proposal in the lower left hand corner. If a proposal is submitted by mail, the post office
address of the City Clerk is P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205. If proposal is hand-delivered,
the street address of the City Clerk is 219 South President, Jackson, MS 39201. Proposals must be submitted no later than March 20, 2015 at 4PM, after which time they will be
opened by the Selection Committee.
2/26/2015, 3/5/2015
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3887
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given
to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Colonial Jackson, LLC/ Michael
Lawrence has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting
a rezoning from SUD - Special Use District to CMU-1 – Community Mixed-Use District Pedestrian Oriented for the property located at 5635 Old Canton Rd. to allow for the redevelopment
of the property for mixed uses, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and
being more particularly described as:
THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING SITUATED WITHIN
THE INNER BOUNDS OF COLONIAL CIRCLE AND CLUB VIEW DRIVE AS SHOWN BY
THE MAPS AND PLATS OF CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, 2 AND 3, ON FILE AND
OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE HINDS COUNTY CHANCERY CLERK IN PLAT
BOOK 6 AT PAGES 15, 16, AND 17, RESPECTIVELY, AND IN THE NORTHEAST 1/4 AND
THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 7 AND THE NORTHWEST
1/4 OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH, RANGE 2 EAST, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI,
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS THE COLONIAL COUNTRY CLUB GOLF
COURSE, AND ALL OTHER LAND NOT CONSIDERED A PART OF SAID GOLF COURSE,
WHICH LIES WITHIN THE INNER BOUNDS OF THE AFORESAID STREETS AND CONSTITUTES ALL OF THE REMAINING LAND AND PROPERTY WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF
SAID STREETS IN ADDITION TO THE AFORESAID GOLF COURSE, TOGETHER WITH
ALL IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY
METES AND BOUNDS AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 2, BLOCK “F”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION PART 1, AND RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 52 MINUTES EAST AT A RIGHT ANGLE
TO THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 2 FOR A DISTANCE OF 60.0 FEET TO A POINT IN THE
EAST LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, WHICH POINT IS THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF
THE PROPERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED; RUN THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 08 MINUTES EAST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, 60 FEET EAST OF AND
PARALLEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF LOTS 2 AND 1 OF BLOCK “F” AND THE EAST LINE
OF BLOCK “E”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1 FOR A DISTANCE OF 960.8 FEET TO
THE BEGINNING OF A CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE TO THE RIGHT HAVING
A RADIUS OF 100.0 FEET, FOR A DISTANCE OF 156.6 FEET FOR A CHORD BEARING
OF NORTH 44 DEGREES 59 MINUTES EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 141.1 FEET TO THE
END THEREOF, WHICH IS THE SOUTH LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN THENCE
NORTH 89 DEGREES 50 MINUTES EAST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF COLONIAL
CIRCLE, 60 SOUTH OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE SOUTH LINE OF BLOCK “A”, CLUB
PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, FOR A DISTANCE OF 2021.1 FEET TO THE INTERSECTION OF THE LINE BETWEEN THE AFORESAID SECTIONS 7 AND 8 WITH THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 53 MINUTES
EAST AND CONTINUE ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE FOR A DISTANCE OF 648.02 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 23 DEGREE 38 MINUTE CURVE TO
THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAVING A RADIUS
OF 241.6 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 54 DEGREES 35 MINUTES
EAST A DISTANCE OF 278.78 FEET TO THE END THEREOF; RUN THENCE SOUTH 19

DEGREES 20 MINUTES EAST ALONG THE WESTERN LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE,
60 FEET WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF BLOCK “G”, CLUB PARK
SUBDIVISION, PART 2, FOR A DISTANCE OF 386.8 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 14
DEGREE 14 MINUTE 45 SECOND CURVE TO THE LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID
CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 386.3 FEET FOR A DISTANCE OF 278.1
FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 39 DEGREES 58 MINUTES EAST FOR
A DISTANCE OF 272.08 FEET TO A POINT OF A REVERSE CURVE BEARING TO THE
RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF 100.0 FEET; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE FOR
A DISTANCE OF 165.5 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 17 DEGREES
23 MINUTES EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 147.25 FEET TO THE END THEREOF AND
IN THE WEST LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE AS SHOWN ON THE PLAT OF CLUB PARK
SUBDIVISION, PART 2; RUN THENCE SOUTH 30 DEGREES 00 MINUTES WEST ALONG
THE WEST LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE
WEST LINE OF CLUB VIEW SUBDIVISION, PART 2 FOR A DISTANCE OF 168.0 FEET TO
THE BEGINNING OF A 1 DEGREE 00 MINUTE 27 SECOND CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN
THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF 5687.7 FEET,
FOR A DISTANCE OF 340.0 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 31 DEGREES
43 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 339.94 FEET TO THE END THEREOF; RUN
THENCE SOUTH 33 DEGREES 26 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE WEST LINE OF CLUB
VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF BLOCK “H”,
CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 2, FOR A DISTANCE OF 842.92 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 22 DEGREE 01 MINUTE 42 SECOND CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE
AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 260.1 FEET FOR A DISTANCE OF 275.4
FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 63 DEGREES 46 MINUTES WEST FOR
A DISTANCE OF 262.73 FEET TO THE END THEREOF; RUN THENCE NORTH 85 DEGREES 54 MINUTES WEST ON THE TANGENT OF THE LAST MENTIONED CURVE
AND ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 210.89
FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 6 DEGREE 06 MINUTE 11 SECOND CURVE TO THE
LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 938.8 FEET ALONG
THE NORTHERN LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH
THE NORTHERN LINE OF BLOCK “L”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 412.63 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 81 DEGREES 30 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 409.45 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 9 DEGREE
08 MINUTE 33 SECOND CURVE TO THE LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 626.7 FEET, AND ALONG THE NORTHWESTERN LINE OF CLUB
VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHWESTERN LINE OF
451.02 HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 48 DEGREES 17 MINUTES WEST FOR
A DISTANCE OF 441.51 FEET TO THE END OF SAID CURVE; RUN THENCE SOUTH 27
DEGREES 39 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE WESTERN LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE,
60 FEET WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF SAID BLOCK “M”, CLUB
PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 121.51 FEET TO THE BEGINNING
OF A CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS
OF 33.8 FEET, FOR A DISTANCE OF 67.5 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH
84 DEGREES 51 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 56.87 FEET TO A POINT IN THE
NORTHERN LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG
THE NORTHERN LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE AND AROUND A CURVE TO THE LEFT
HAVING A RADIUS OF 810.1 FEET, 60 FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHERN LINE OF BLOCK “P”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF
173.7 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 44 DEGREES 07 MINUTES WEST
FOR A DISTANCE OF 173.33 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 1 DEGREE 37 MINUTE

CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF
3546.0 FEET, 60 FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHERN LINE OF BLOCK
“P”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 589.5 FEET HAVING A
CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 45 DEGREES 29 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF
589.34 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 6 DEGREE 43 MINUTE 15 SECOND CURVE TO
THE LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 852.5 FEET,
60 FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTH LINE OF BLOCK “P”, CLUB PARK
SUBDIVIDION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 661.6 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING
OF NORTH 62 DEGREES 57 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 645.11 FEET TO
THE BEGINNING OF A CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE
TO THE RIGHT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 99.4 FEET, FOR A DISTANCE OF 114.8 FEET
HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 52 DEGREES 05 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 108.56 FEET TO A POINT IN THE EAST LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN
THENCE NORTH 18 DEGREES 55 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, 60 FEET EAST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF BLOCK “F”,
CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, FOR A DISTANCE OF 123.77 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 3 DEGREE 44 MINUTE CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID
CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 1534.8 FEET, 60 FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE
EAST LINE OF BLOCK “F”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, FOR A DISTANCE OF
511.2 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 09 DEGREES 25 MINUTES WEST
FOR A DISTANCE OF 508.71 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 145.7
ACRES.
AND ALSO

ALL OF BLOCK “L” OF CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, ACCORDING TO THE MAP
OR PLAT THEREOF WHICH IS ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE
CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN PLAT BOOK 6
AT PAGE 15 THEREOF, REFERENCE TO WHICH MAP OR PLAT IS HEREBY MADE IN
AID OF AND AS A PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION AND CONTAINING 7.72 ACRES, MORE
OR LESS.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at which time all parties interested in
or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 24th day of February 2015.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
3/5/2015 3/19/2015
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2015, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON
CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.
I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
A. OLD BUSINESS
1. CASE NO. 2014-17, REQUEST BY: ELIZABETH BATTON TO BUILD A CARPORT
ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1505 MYRTLE ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC
DISTRICT.
2. CASE NO. 2015-01, REQUEST BY: ALVIN & A.E. FAGAON TO DEMOLISH A MISSISSIPPI LANDMARK STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 846 N. PRESIDENT ST.
3. CASE NO. 2015-03, REQUEST BY: BONNIE SIDES (APPLICANT: JOHN WEAVER) TO ADD AN ADDITION AND OTHER EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR MODIFICATIONS TO PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1828 PIEDMONT ST. IN THE BELHAVEN
HISTORIC DISTRICT.
4. CASE NO. 2015-04, REQUEST BY: SIDNEY MACK TO CHANGE THE ROOF MATERIAL OF A GARAGE LOCATED AT 901 N. JEFFERSON ST. IN THE BELHAVEN
HISTORIC DISTRICT.

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi,
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30
P.M. T uesday, March 24, 2015, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for
the following:
37301-032415--- 6 Month Supply of Foods-Dairy Products-Group IV
37888-032415----6 Month Supply of Foods –Fresh Produce Group V(Fruits/Vegetables)
38601-032415----6 Month Supply of Foods-Frozen/Chilled-Group IA(Breads & Desserts)
38602-032415----6 Month Supply of Foods---Frozen/Chilled—Group IB(Fruits/Vegetables)
38603-032415----6 Month Supply of Foods---Frozen/Chilled—Group IC(Meats/Meats Products)
		
38701-032415----6 Month Supply of Foods---Canned/Dry-Group IIA(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)

II.

OTHER ITEMS

38702-032415—6 Month Supply of Foods---Group IIB(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)

III.

ADJOURN

38801-032415—6 Month Supply of Foods---Group III- (Condiments)
2/26/2015, 3/5/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until
2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/26/2015, for:
GS# 113-130 Wise Ctr. Necropsy Renovation 		
(Cooling Tower Replacement)
Mississippi State University - Division of Agriculture, 			
Forestry & Vet Medicine

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained from:
Pryor & Morrow Architects and Engineers, P.A. - Columbus
(Columbus, Mississippi, through the Office listed herein)
Post Office Box 167
Columbus, Mississippi 39703
662-327-8990
cmorrow@pryor-morrow.com

A deposit of $150.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions
to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all
bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained from:
Professional:		
Address: 		
			
Phone:			
Email:

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with
specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be
considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior
to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the
proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination
during the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533
2/26/2015, 3/5/2015
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NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR FEDERAL CAPITAL
ASSISTANCE TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
FOR ELDERLY AND DISABLED PERSONS

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING

All interested public and private transit and paratransit operators within the
City of Jackson, are hereby advised of the City of Jackson Department of
Human and Cultural Services’ intent to apply to the Mississippi Department
of Transportation, Jackson, Mississippi for a grant under Section 5310 of the
Federal Transit Act, as amended, for the provision of elderly and disabled
transportation services. Service is being provided within the City of Jackson. The City of Jackson Department of Human and Cultural Services Senior
Services Division’s Special Transportation Services provides transit mobility
to disabled persons and persons 60 years of age and older, that promotes
independence and self-sufficiency to obtain needed services in the City of
Jackson.

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof,
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that
Quarquerite Lowe has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to C-1A
(Restricted) Commercial District with a Use Permit , to operate a commercial child care
center on property located at 532 W. Northside Dr., in the First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

The purpose of this notice is to advise all interested parties, including transit
and paratransit operators, of the services being planned for providing transportation services for the elderly and disabled within the area as described
above, and to ensure that such a program would not represent a duplication
of current or of proposed services provided by existing transit or paratransit
operators in the area.
Comments either for or against this service will be received at any time within
15 days from the date of this notice. All comments should be addressed to:
City of Jackson
Department of Human and Cultural Services
Senior Services Division
P.O. Box 17
Jackson, MS 39205
Dr. Connie C. Taylor, Manager
Senior Services Division
601-960-0412
3/5/2015

Sudoku Solution

A deposit of $200.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Bureau Director

A lot having a depth of 180 feet off the South side of Lot Four (4) of Hickory Ridge
Subdivision, a subdivision in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County,
State of Mississippi, according to the map or plat thereof, of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, and recorded in Plat Book 7, at page 47 thereof,
and being more particularly described as:
Beginning at the Northeast corner of Lot Three (3) of Hickory Ridge Subdivision, run
thence in an Easterly direction along the Eastern Extension of the North line of said Lot
3 for a distance of 90 feet to the East Line of Lot 4 of Hickory Ridge Subdivision; thence
run in a Southerly direction along the East Line of said Lot 4 for a distance of 180 feet to
the Southeast corner of said Lot 4; then thence in a Westerly direction along the South
line of said Lot 4 to the Southwest corner of said lot; run thence in a northerly direction
along the West line said Lot 4 to the point of beginning; being the same land and property conveyed by Mrs. Hattie L. Ridgway, et al, to Kenney T. Casey by deed dated April
7,1948, and recorded in Book 532 at page 299 of the records of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at which time all
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question,
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made
by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed
with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration
thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens
need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

© Feature Exchange

Drivers, CDL-A:

WHEREAS, Greater New Jerusalem Church has filed a petition to rezone
property located on 4450 Raymond Rd., in the City of Jackson, First Judicial
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, from R-1 (Single-family) Residential District to SUD - Special Use District to operate an academy and/or educational
facility and a day care center; and
WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required
public hearing, has recommended approval to rezone the property from R-1
(Single-family) Residential District to SUD - Special Use District to operate an
academy and/or educational facility and a day care; and
WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and interested citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at
2:30 p.m., Monday, January 26, 2015 to consider said change, based upon
the record of the case as developed before the City Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice of
said petition had been published in the Mississippi Link on November 27,
2014 and December 11, 2014 that a hearing would be held by the Jackson
City Planning Board on December 17, 2014, all as provided for by ordinances
of the City of Jackson and the laws of the State of Mississippi, and that the
Jackson City Planning Board had recommended approval of the petitioned
rezoning of the above described property to SUD - Special Use District to
operate an academy and/or educational facility and a day care; and

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opinion
that such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and to
the best interest of the City and that there has been a substantial change
in the land use character of the surrounding area that justifies rezoning the
property and there is a public need for additional property in that area zoned
in accordance with the request in said application since any previous City
Council action; and

That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, more particular described as follows:

Begin at the Northeast corner of the Southwest ¼, of Section 22, Township
5 North, Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi, go south for 1993.7 feet
to westerly right of way Highway 18, 25 feet at right angle from centerline; go
South 44 degrees 00 minutes West along said right of way for 2842.5 feet
to Point of Beginning; from Point of Beginning turn right a deflective angle
of 90 degrees 00 minutes and go 483 feet; turn left a deflective angle of 88
degrees 09 minutes and go 450 feet; turn left a deflective angle of 91 degrees
51 minutes and go 483 feet to westerly right of way of Highway 18; turn left a
deflective angle of 87 degrees 30 minutes and go 328 feet; turn left a deflective angle of 02 degrees 30 minutes and go 122 feet to Point of beginning
containing 5 acres, more or less, in Northwest ¼ of Northwest ¼ , Section
27, Township 5 North, Range 1 West, First Judicial District of Hinds County,
Mississippi.
To the Chancery Clerk: The real property described herein is situated in NW
¼, Of NW ¼, S27, TSN, Rl W, First Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi.

is hereby rezoned and changed from R-1 (Single-family) Residential District
to SUD - Special Use District to operate an academy and/or educational facility and a day care center provided, however that before a permit is issued for
any structure to be erected or modified on the property located at 4450 Raymond Rd., or for any use thereof, the applicant must meet the requirements
established through the Site Plan Review process. The Zoning Administrator
is ordered to note such change on the Official Zoning Map to the City of Jackson, Mississippi.

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by
the petitioner.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its
passage and after publication of same by the petitioner.
_______________
There was no opposition from the public.
_______________
Council Member Priester moved adoption; Council Member Barrett-Simon
seconded.

3/5/2015, 3/19/2015

Cryptogram Solution

ORDINANCE APPROVING GREATER NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH A
REZONING FROM R-1 (SINGLE-FAMILY) RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO
SUD - SPECIAL USE DISTRICT TO OPERATE AN ACADEMY AND/OR
EDUCATIONAL FACILITY AND A DAY CARE CENTER FOR PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 4450 RAYMOND RD., CASE NO. 3889.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI:

ZONING CASE NO. 3896

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of February 2015.

© Feature Exchange

Robert Lewis/Architects
Post Office Box 1154
Clinton, Mississippi 39060-1154
601-925-8180
rlewis@rlarc.com

legal
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© Feature Exchange

GS# 422-155 Campus Roofing - PH I
Ellisville State School

2/26/2015, 3/5/2015

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection,
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program,
please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1638. Copies of the
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available
with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor,
Jackson, Mississippi.

2/26/2015, 3/5/2015

Crossword Solution

RE:

39331-032415—6 Month Supply of Foods---Baby Food

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of
the Mississippi Legislature.

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Professional:
		
Address: 		
		
Phone:		
Email: 		

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson,
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:0hursday, 03/26/2015 , for:

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

RE:

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Home EVERY Weekend!
ALL Loaded/Empty Miles Paid!
Dedicated Southeast!
Or Walk Away Lease
No Money Down.
1-855-747-6426

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- None.
ATTEST
Kristi Moore
City Clerk

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of
records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the
City Council at its regular zoning meeting on the 26th day of January, 2015,
and recorded in Minute Book, “6G”, pages 302-304.
WITNESSED my signature and official seal of office, the 27th day of February, 2015.
						
3/05/2015

www.mississippilink.com

March 5 - 11, 2015

THE mississippi link • 15
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MPS

One Order, One Payment,
Over 100 Newspapers Statewide.
Mississippi Press Services
601-981-3060

3-Day Auction • March 10 - 12
Trucks, Construction and Forestry

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3895

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice
is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Meena
Sabharwal has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to operate a liquor store within a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District
on property located at 1625 E. County Line Rd. – Suite 320 , in the First Judicial District of
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby
given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Shearer Properties, LLC
has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning
from R-2 (Single-Family & Two-Family) Residential District to C-3 (General) Commercial District, to allow for automotive repair on property located at College Hill Rd. (Parcel #808-42)., in
the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

INDEX: PART OF THE NW 1/4 OF S-5, T-6N, R-2E, HINDS COUNTY, MS
TRACT ONE:

LOT 40 OF WHITE ROCK PLACE, A SUBDIVISION ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT
THEREOF WHICH IS ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY
CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN PLAT BOOK/CABINET 5 AT
PAGE/SLIDE/SLOT 24 THEREOF, REFERENCE TO WHICH IS MADE IN AID OF AND AS
A PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.

A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION
5, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH, RANGE 2 EAST, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, AND
ALSO BEING A PART OF LOT 2, BLOCK 51, HIGHLAND COLONY, ACCORDING TO
THE MAP OR PLAT ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OFPASS
HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN PLAT BOOK A
AT PAGE 283; SAID PARCEL OF LAND CONTAINS 312,276.7 SQUARE FEET OR
7.1689 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AND IS MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF
PEAR ORCHARD ROAD WITH THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF COUNTY
LINE ROAD (AS BOTH ARE NOW LAID OUT AND IMPROVED, AUGUST, 1983); RUN
THENCE EASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF COUNTY LINE
ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 257.39 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE
PARCEL OF LAND HEREIN DESCRIBED; CONTINUE THENCE EASTERLY ALONG
SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF COUNTY LINE ROAD FOR A DISTANCE
OF 191.07 FEET; LEAVING SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF COUNTY LINE
ROAD, TURN THENCE RIGHT THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 90 DEGREES
00 MINUTES AND RUN SOUTHERLY FOR A DISTANCE OF 175.0 FEET; TURN
THENCE LEFT THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 90 DEGREES 00 MINUTES
AND RUN EASTERLY FOR A DISTANCE OF 161.45 FEET; TURN THENCE RIGHT
THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 94 DEGREES 25 MINUTES 41 SECONDS
PASS OF 455.56 FEET; TURN THENCE RIGHT
AND RUN SOUTHERLY FOR A DISTANCE
THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 86 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 30 SECONDS
AND RUN WESTERLY FOR A DISTANCE OF 622.63 FEET TO A POINT ON SAID
EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF PEAR ORCHARD ROAD; TURN THENCE RIGHT
THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 93 DEGREES 36 MINUTES 18 SECONDS
AND RUN NORTHERLY ALONG SAID EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF PEAR
ORCHARD ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 434.34 FEET; TURN THENCE RIGHT
THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 06 DEGREES 27 MINUTES 47 SECONDS
AND CONTINUE NORTHERLY ALONG SAID EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF PEAR
ORCHARD ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 52.27 FEET; LEAVING SAID EAST RIGHTOF-WAY LINE OF PEAR ORCHARD ROAD, TORN THENCE RIGHT THROUGH A
DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 128 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 44 SECONDS AND RUN
SOUTHERLY FOR A DISTANCE OF 110.39 FEET; TURN THENCE LEFT THROUGH
A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 49 DEGREES 29 MINUTES AND RUN EASTERLY FOR
A DISTANCE OF 157.89 FEET; TURN THENCE LEFT THROUGH A DEFLECTION
ANGLE OF 90 DEGREES 00 MINUTES AND RUN NORTHERLY FOR A DISTANCE
OF 217.90 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH RIGHT-OFWAY LINE OF SAID COUNTY LINE ROAD; TURN THENCE RIGHT THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 86
DEGREES 17 MINUTES 25 SECONDS
AND RUN EASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTH
3.556x2
RIGHT-OF WAY LINE OF COUNTY LINE ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 32.46 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 48 Web

J.M. Wood
Auction Co.

3475 Ashley Rd. • Montgomery, AL 36108

Online Bidding: visit us at: www.jmwood.com
Bryant Wood
AL LIC #1137

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 3894

(334) 264-3265

AND BEING THE SAME PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN WARRANTY DEED RECORDED IN
BOOK 3084 AT PAGE 671
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at which time all parties interested in
or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 26th day of February 2015.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Satellite TV Difference

3-Day
Auction
10 - 12
One
Order,
OneMarch
Payment,
Trucks, Construction and Forestry
3475 Newspapers
Ashley Rd. • Montgomery, AL
36108
Over 100
Statewide.
•

Mississippi Press Services
601-981-3060

Mississippi Press Services
601-981-3060

Online Bidding: visit us at: www.jmwood.com
Bryant Wood
AL LIC #1137

(334) 264-3265

3.556x4

48 Web

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at which time all
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question,
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its
3.33x4 46 Web
recommendation toPASS
the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 26th day of February 2015.

3-Day Auction • March 10 - 12

Health Insurance
Problems?
Trucks, Construction and Forestry

3475 Ashley Rd. • Montgomery, AL 36108

Bryant Wood
AL LIC #1137

One Order, One Payment,
Over 100 Newspapers Statewide.

Health Help
Mississippi
Online Bidding: visit us at: www.jmwood.com
is a local non-profit
(334)
264-3265
that
can help.

Call to get
FREE assistance
with your health
insurance options.

Health Help MS
(Family) NOTICE TO BIDDERS

3/5/2015 3/19/2015

3/5/2015, 3/19/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management. 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on
Thursday, 04/02/2015 , for:
RE:
		
		
		

GS# 356-044 MECHANICAL MODIFICATIONS (EMER)
(Historic Plaster Repair)
Governors Mansion (Office of Capitol Facilities)
(Department of Finance and Administration)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained
from:
Professional:
Address:
		
Phone:
		
Email:
		

Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management
501 N. West St. Ste 1401 B
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
(601) 359-3621
Glenn.Kombrek@dfa.ms.gov

A deposit of $0.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions to Bidders
bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones
and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kombrek, Bureau Director

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
67027-033115 18-Month Supply Corrugate Steel, Polyethylene Pipes &
Various Parts

3.33x2
City of Jackson
Jackson,
Mississippi
46 Web

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
MS, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson; the bid must be
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, March 31, 2015, at which time said bids
will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President St.
(City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:
Mar1_MCAN

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
St., Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, MS 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record In accordance with House
Bill No 999,1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

PASS

www.healthhelpms.org

1-877-314-3843
ABOUT
Make Health
the Switch to
DISH ASK
HIGH SPEED
Insurance
Save 50%
INTERNET
Today and
3.556x4
48 Web

Problems?
With qualifying packages and offers.

AS LOW AS ....

Health Helpmo.
Mississippi
is a local non-profit
that can
help.
PREMIUM CHANNELS

Promotional
Prices ...
ly
starting at on

where available

FREE
For 3 months.

Call to get
FREE assistance
with your health
insurance options.

mo.
s
for 12 month

h Hopper.
Not eligible wit

Call Now and Save 50%

Offer subject to change based on premium
channel availability.

FREE

With qualifying
packages and offers.

1-800-319-2526
Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB12015

SAME DAY
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS
Where available.

CALL TODAY INSTALLED
TODAY!
www.healthhelpms.org

1-877-314-3843

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months.
All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT: Requires qualifying programming. Receive a discount for each of the first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top
250; $30 per month with America’s Top 200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5
per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You will forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR
LIFE: Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are
America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services
during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices will apply unless you elect to downgrade. 6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price will
apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days
of account deactivation or you will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a
monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper, $12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199
Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a
second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features must be enabled by customer and are
subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX
and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected,
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be
transferred. ALL OTHER RECEIVER MODELS: Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified
former DISH residential customers in the continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation.
Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish
antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after
installation. 0 Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the
terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective
owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only
accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related
marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continue at
a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick are nonrefundable, nonproratable and nontransferable once the
season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015. All Rights Reserved.
NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. © 2015 NFL Enterprises LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS.
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified. Call Aviation
Institute
of Maintenance 866-3672510.
WELDING CAREERS - Hands on training for career opportunities in aviation,
automotive, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students. Job
placement assistance. CALL AIM 877206-4006.

NEW ORLEANS CHARTER
SCHOOL TEACHER FAIR
Saturday, March 14, 9am-1pm
Hynes Charter School
990 Harrison Ave, NOLA, 70124
Pre-register now:
www.eastbankcollaborative.com

STUMP

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment
Operator Career! Receive Hands-On
Training and National Certifications
Operating
Bulldozers,
Backhoes,
Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement.
Veteran Benefits Eligible! 1-866-926Promotional
3998.
Prices

GRINDING

For Sale, Misc.

Make the
Switch to DISH
Health
Insurance
Today46andWebSave 50%
3.33x4
Problems?

Employment- General

Visit our website

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
www.stumpsunlimited.com
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-3818004.
AS LOW AS ....
With qualifying packages and offers.

ASK ABOUT
HIGH SPEED
Craig Sterling
INTERNET
601-248-9399

Services

Health Help
Mississippi
is a local non-profit
that can help.
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FREE
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1-877-314-3843
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The City of Jackson is committed to
the principle of non-discrimination in
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of
the City of Jackson to promote full
and equal business opportunities
for all persons doing business with
the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer
shall submit a completed and signed
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO)
Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the
City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.
Failure to comply with the City’s
EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a
contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For
more information on the City’s EBO
Program, please contact the Office
of Economic Development at (601)
960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a
copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President
Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and
all informalities in respect to any bid
submitted. Bid awards will be made
to the lowest and best bidder quoting
the lowest net price in accordance
with specifications. The award could
be according to the lowest cost per
item; or to the lowest total cost for
all items; or to accept all or part of
any proposal. Delivery time may be
considered when evaluating the bid
proposal. In those cases where it is
known prior to advertising that the
City’s intention is to award according
to the lowest total cost for all items,
or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included
on the proposal form. Absence of
such statement means the City will
make that determination during the
bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA,
Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533 or (601) 960-1025
3/5/2015, 3/12/2015
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1st in Jackson, Chinese New Year Parade
February 28, 2015 • Jackson, Miss.
photos courtesy of mississippi chinese association

New Year
Continued from page 1

smaller scale gatherings for the past
three years. But new this year was
the parade and food festival.
Jackson residents came out to
take in the scenes and embraced the
event.
Mayor Tony Yarber participated
in the parade, laying hands on the
dragon, a symbolic gesture in Chinese culture to pass along fortune,
luck and prosperity to the people in
the coming year. The dragon was
followed in the parade by two lions.
The city and the Mississippi
Development Authority agreed to
match the MSCA’s fundraising of
$10,000 for the event.
The parade began and ended at
Thalia Mara Hall, the site of a gala
later Saturday with performances
of traditional Chinese music and
dance. About 1,500 people attended
the gala, said Ying “Nancy” Liu,
gala general director.
Lui and Dr. Yue F. Lu, president
of MSCA, said while the weather
posed a concern leading up to the
event, it was a success beyond expectations. “The weather cooperated,” on the day of the parade, Lu
said, and city officials and people
from across the state came out to
support event.
He said about 5,000 Chinese
Americans live in Mississippi.
Lu said one highlight of the pa-

rade, filled with the colors red and
yellow, is the passing out of red bags
to children for fortune and good
health. He said they prepared 600
bags for the occasion.
The expanded celebration gave
Jacksonians and others a boarder
glimpse into Chinese culture and
customs. Liu said the diversity of
the crowd at the parade and gala
was noticeable from previous years
where other than Chinese, mostly
whites, attended.
This year she said more African
Americans and other ethnic groups
in attendance. She said a constant
supporter has been Christ United
Methodist Church.
State Senators Hillman Frazier,
who sported a traditional Chinese
garment, and Will Longwitz were at
the parade and gala as was Greenville Mayor John Cox. Greenville’s
float in the parade was in the shape
of a riverboat.
The North Jackson Middle
School was among performers at
the parade as was a float proclaiming that the Chinese language can be
learned at Jackson State University.
Michael Raff, deputy director of
Thalia Mara and cultural services
director for the City of Jackson, said
the gala was a success and met the
standards of other performances at
the auditorium. It showcased very

good local talent, he said.
“The uniqueness of the celebration was something new to Jackson,” Raff said. “It was a very good
multicultural event. We are looking
forward to next year.”
Dr. Glenda Winfield, president of
the Faculty Senate at JSU and associate professor of special education,
encouraged some of her graduate
students to attend the events and
write about the experience.
“We talk about cultural diversity
and Jackson has become on par with
cities like New York and Chicago as
far as our Asian American population,” Winfield said.
Her great-nephew, a first-grader,
was enthralled by the performances.
“He may have seen a Chinese person on TV, but to be up-close and
exposed, and hear their language
and see their customs was new to
him,” Winfield said.
She said it is especially important
for African Americans in Jackson
and Mississippi to be exposed to different cultures. “We have to make
sure our children know that there is
more than just black and white and
become accustomed with other cultures,” she said.
Stephanie R. Jones can be
reached at srjones13@gmail.com
or (601) 454-0372.
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Jimmie Travis Civil Rights Legacy
Symposium Series kicks off 10th Anniversary

Daughters speak on “their fathers’
legacy with personal passion”
Remembering Owen Brooks, Lawrence
Guyot and Jimmie Travis and their journeys
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement, Inc. (VMCRM)
will kick off its 10th Anniversary Conference Wednesday evening, March
18, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. with the Jimmie
Travis Civil Rights Legacy Symposium Series.
The series panel topic is “A Conversation with their Daughters.” Moderator will be Reena Evers Everett, with
panelists daughters of Owen Brooks,
Lawrence Guyot, and Jimmie Travis.
Dr. Pamela Brooks, Dr. Julie GuyotDiangone, and Lailah Saafir-Eldridge
will each share a personal perspective
into their fathers’ passion for justice.
Special musical guest is Miss Mississippi Jasmine Murray.
“We invite the community to join us
as we open our conference with this
dynamic conversation that will give a
first-hand look into the lives of Civil
Rights leaders who helped to change
history,” said Cynthia Goodloe Palmer,

executive director of VMCRM.
Owen Brooks co-founded the Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights
Movement, Inc. in 2004 and served as
the executive director until 2012. In
1967, he became director of the Delta
Ministry, which created health-care
programs for African Americans living
in the state’s poorest parts.
Brooks also fought for school desegregation and promoted economic development through entrepreneurship
and farming.
Lawrence Guyot joined the Freedom Movement in Mississippi in 1961
as a student at Tougaloo College. He
later became director of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party and
helped lay the groundwork for the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
In addition, Guyot served as a board
member until his passing.
Jimmie Travis served as co-founder
and former chairman of the Veterans
of the Mississippi Civil Rights Move-

ment, Inc. This Freedom Rider was
nearly assassinated but did not let that
deter his fight for equality in Mississippi.
His triumph serves as an example
that fear should never stand in the way
of working towards justice.
Daughters of these iconic leaders
will discuss their fathers’ legacy, their
personal passions, and their Journeys.
This event is free and open to the
public and takes place at the Tougaloo
College Woodworth Chapel, 500 W.
County Line Rd., Jackson, MS. The
VMCRM 10th Anniversary Conference runs March 18-21, 2015.
This event is supported by Tougaloo
College and the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.
For additional information, to reserve your seat, or to register for
the conference, visit online at www.
mscivilrightsveterans.com or email
MississippiCivilRightsVeterans@
gmail.com

THE mississippi link • 17

PSA

18 • the mississippi link

March 5 - 11, 2015

www.mississippilink.com

Leal’s Zeal! Sharon
Leal and “Addicted”
By Kam Williams
Interviewer
Named one of 2007’s
‘Breakout Stars’ by Entertainment Weekly, Sharon Leal
has recently been seen on the
big screen starring in Women
Thou Art Loosed: On the 7th
Day as well as in Why Did I
Get Married Too?, reprising
her role of ‘Diane’ that she
originated in the highly successful original, Why Did I
Get Married?
Prior to that, she starred
opposite Samuel L. Jackson
and Bernie Mac in the comedy Soul Men as well as in
This Christmas, opposite Regina King and Mekhi Phifer.
Her performance in the latter
project won her an Asian Excellence Award for outstanding Film Actress.
Sharon received international attention in the blockbuster Dreamgirls, starring
opposite Beyoncé Knowles
and Jamie Foxx. She portrayed Michelle Morris, the
singer who replaced Effie
White (played by Academy
Award-winner Jennifer Hudson) in the female trio, ‘The
Dreams.’
In Dreamgirls, Sharon
showcased
her
remarkable vocal skills and was
heard on the popular movie
soundtrack.
Earlier in her career, Sharon
starred as a series regular on
the TV series “Boston Public” as well as on the series
“Hellcats.” Her other notable
television credits include recurring roles on “Grimm,”
“Person of Interest,” “Private
Practice” and “LAX.” Her
guest star roles include the
shows “Suits,” “Las Vegas,”
and “CSI: Miami.”
Born in Tucson, Arizona
and raised in Fresno, California, Leal began singing at
an early age and eventually
discovered her passion for
acting while attending a performing arts high school.
Her professional career
began on stage in regional
productions of Ain’t Misbehavin’, Into the Woods and
Little Shop of Horrors.
Soon thereafter, she moved
to New York and landed major roles on Broadway in
Miss Saigon, Rent and Bright
Lights Big City.
While in New York, she
staged cabarets and continued to hone her skills when
she workshopped the original
production of Stormy Weather at the Manhattan Theatre
Club, in which she played the
legendary Lena Horne.
Sharon continues to pursue
her passion, music, and is
currently working on a fulllength album. Here, she talks
about her starring role as Zoe
Reynard in the screen adaptation of Zane’s erotic thriller,
Addicted.
Kam
Williams:
Hey,
thanks so for the time, Sharon.
Sharon Leal: You’re welcome, Kam. How are you?
KW: I’m fine, thanks. And
you?
SL: Great!
KW: What interested you
in Addicted? Had you read
the book?
SL: No, I had never read the
book. I remember seeing the
script long before we made
the film. It’d been floating
around, and had scared every
actress. I think that whenever
something scares you, you
feel challenged, and that sort
of piques my interest. So, I
tried to see if I could hop in
there, attack the role, and try
to get it done. They had that
great cast of men with William Levy, Boris Kodjoe and
Tyson [Beckford].
When I spoke to [producer]
Paul Hall and [director] Billie Woodruff, we just dove

a very specific genre, but it
appeals to a population of
women that really loved, supported and enjoyed the film.
So, I’m happy I did it. It was
a good experience.
KW: When I went to see
the film, the audience was 90
percent female. Why do you
think that was the case?
SL: [Chuckles] It had way
too many gorgeous men for
that not to be the case.
KW: The last time I sat in
such a gender-lopsided audience was The Notebook.
SL: [Laughs] Yeah, same
kind of appeal, and a great
movie.
KW: How did you prepare
to play your character, Zoe
Reynard?
SL: Whenever you step
into a role, you want to get
the back story, the psychology behind your character.
Obviously, with Zoe, she was
a woman very much in denial
about things that had happened to her in the past as a
child.
I just researched addiction,
in general, and the actual
illness of sex addiction, in
particular. Turns out, it’s not
all that different from alcohol, drug or food addiction.
They’re all very similar.
KW: How did you go about
fleshing out your character
from there?
SL: You work from the inside, out. Addicted’s a very
titillating movie with tons of
sex scenes.
But my job was to focus on
what motivated all that behavior: what Zoe was running
away from and what dysfunction was triggering her, on a
psychological level. That’s
what I really spent my time
researching in order to be
able to emulate and give her
a base.
KW: How was it reuniting
with Tasha Smith again, one
of your co-stars from Why
Did I Get Married and Why
Did I Get Married Too?
SL: It was great! It’s always wonderful when you
get to work with one of your
friends you love in real-life. I
did meet Tasha on Why Did
I Get Married, but we remained very close ever since.
We shot all of our scenes together in the therapist’s office
first.
It was nice doing those
scenes with someone I was
comfortable with, since they
were so intimate. We have a
natural rapport that made it a
little bit easier.
KW: You just premiered
White Water, a made-for-TV
movie, set in the South in
1963, about color-coded water fountains during the days
of Jim Crow segregation.
How would you describe
your character Annie in that
picture?
SL: She’s a single-mom,
who’s estranged from her
husband, a free-spirited musician played by Larenz Tate.
While he runs off chasing
his dream, she gets stuck at
home raising their 7 year-old
son and his cousin. She’s trying to keep her son safe and
alive.
What’s unique about this
movie is that it has a whimsical quality due to its being
told directly from the perspective of a 7 year-old. So,
it has a Forest Gump, storybook quality about it, since
all the observations are being
made by a child’s brain. What
attracted me to the project
was how it approached a very
serious subject from a fresh
angle.
KW: The film reminded me
of my own childhood when
I was profoundly affected
by my mother’s telling me
I couldn’t go to this or that
place I really, really wanted

commercials, because: “They
don’t allow colored.”
SL: Yeah, that’s exactly it.
For instance, this innocent
child can’t understand why
he had to go to the back of the
bus. It really brings to light
the absurdity of the situation.
KW: The Ling-Ju Yen
question: What is your earliest childhood memory?
SL: Being in the Philippines, which is where my
mother’s from. My dad was
in the U.S. Air Force. My
most vivid childhood memory is running around barefoot
in the jungle. I can remember
the climate: the big trees, the
water, the heat, the tropical
fruits, and cutting down my
own sugar cane at about three
years of age, like a little jungle girl.
You can imagine how freeing and how much fun that
was for me as a child. It was
a great way to begin my time
on this planet. I was wild. I
don’t remember ever having clothes on. I just remember being free to run around
and explore this huge world.
Those are some of my fondest childhood memories.
KW: How is climate
change affecting the Philippines? It’s been ravaged by
monster typhoons two years
in a row.
SL: My family goes home
to visit several times a year.
Thankfully, they weren’t located where the last big storm
hit, but it’s always scary
and devastating. My mother
moved to the States at 19, but
we do send money to relatives and we also have property there.
So, obviously, we’re still
very connected to the country. But my mom really loves
America and misses it so
much she always comes right
back after a couple of weeks.
KW: What projects do you
have on the horizon?

SL: In early April, I’ll be
starting work on Recovery
Road, a TV series for ABC
Family Network. I’m happy
that the show will be shooting in Los Angeles so I won’t
have to move anywhere. I
feel like I hit the lottery. And
I’m also finishing up work on
my album.
KW: What is your favorite
food to cook?
SL: I have a 13 year-old
son [Kai] who loves Filipino food, so I often cook it
for him. It’s never as good as
Grandma’s, as he would say,
but I cook adobo, confit, and
we bake a lot of fish. We’re
big fish eaters. Fish and rice
are usually the staples. And
then once in a while I’ll cook
a good casserole, brisket or
something else. But we’re
kind of a fish and veggies
family.
KW: When you look in the
mirror, what do you see?
SL: Oh, I see a multi-racial
girl. When I was younger,
I had a bit of an identity
complex because of being
mixed. It was difficult for
me to pinpoint what I was.
I remember being called the
N-word plenty of times on
the playground. I was always
treated as if I was 100 percent black, which is wonderful when positive. But as I
grew older, I came to appreciate the Asian culture that I
was steeped in while being
raised.
That taught me early on not
to make assumptions about
people because nothing is
as it appears. I had always
felt a bit misunderstood and
a little misplaced, and even
insecure as a child, but as I
got older I came to realize
that my being mixed made
me special, and that being
different could be cool, and
I made peace with it.
It’s interesting that my son
is even more mixed, having

black, white and Filipino.
And we’re moving into an
age when many people are
mixed with all kinds of ethnicities which I think is great.
So, now, I just feel complicated. [Laughs heartily]
KW: The Viola Davis
question: What’s the biggest
difference between who you
are at home as opposed to the
person we see on the red carpet?
SL: Gosh! Well, I always
feel like I’m acting whenever I attend any Hollywood
event, just because I come
from a blue-collar family. I
don’t like a lot of hoopla or
sitting in a makeup chair for
too long. It’s just not natural
for me, although I suppose
that when people see me all
glammed up, they might naturally assume that that’s who
I am.
On the carpet we have to
maintain this illusion of being really glamorous, but I
couldn’t be further from that
image in real life. I’m most

comfortable keeping things
simple.
KW: The Harriet PakulaTeweles question: With so
many classic films being redone, is there a remake you’d
like to star in?
SL: I love Funny Girl.
That’s one of my favorite
movies. I think that would be
cool to redo. I’m a big Barbra
Streisand fan.

KW: Yeah, I think you’d be
great in that, and we’d get another chance to see you sing,
too. Finally, what’s in your
wallet?
SL: [LOL] My phone!
I have one of those phone
wallets. Besides that, I have
what’s in everybody’s wallet, including a few gift cards
from Christmas, spa cards I
need to use ASAP.
KW: Thanks again, Sharon, I really enjoyed it.
SL: Likewise, Kam. Thank
you.
To see a trailer for Addicted,
visit:
https://www.youtube.

Crossword Puzzle

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

ACROSS
1. Blow
5. Carbonated drink
9. Malaria
10. Confuse
11. Toboggan
12. Intend
13. Capital of Nationalist China
15. Bard’s before
16. Defend
18. Fast feline
21. European Nomad
22. Glue brand
26. Adapt clothing
28. Healing plant
29. Requests
30. Voluble
31. Order
32. Snaky fish

DOWN
1. Mr. Disney
2. Water (Sp.)
3. Apple type
4. Collapsible shelter
5. Find
6. Suggest
7. People who get things done
8. Go together
10. Nuptial
14. Goes in a door
17. Electric resistance
18. Cowboy leg wear
19. Hi
20. Enroll
23. Women’s magazine
24. Churn
25. Southeast by south
27. Consume

© Feature Exchange
© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by John Travolta

© Feature Exchange
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Idris Elba begins filming Anika Noni Rose nabs
two-part ‘Luther’ Special Ava DuVernay-Helmed
eurweb.com
Let the countdown begin.
Production has begun on a
two-part, fourth installment
of “Luther” for BBC America,
with Idris Elba back in his
award winning role of DCI
John Luther.
“Pitted against his most
chilling adversary yet, haunted by the ghosts of his past
and hell-bent on retribution,
he’s drawn into a terrifyingly
complex case that pushes him
closer to the edge than he’s
ever been,” reads a press release.
Executive producer Elizabeth Kilgarriff said: “It’s very
exciting to have Idris Elba
back as DCI John Luther and
to be in East London shooting
the show’s fourth installment.
Neil Cross has pulled out all
the stops to make this the biggest, scariest story yet and it’s
a privilege to welcome such a
glittering array of acting talent
to our already stellar cast.”

CBS pilot ‘For Justice’

Elba
The Luther special will also
star Rose Leslie (Game of
Thrones, Downton Abbey),
Laura Haddock (Guardians of
the Galaxy, The Inbetweeners
Movie), Darren Boyd (Fortitude, Spy), John Heffernan
(Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell, Ripper Street) and Patrick
Malahide (Indian Summers,

The Paradise), with Michael
Smiley and Dermot Crowley
returning as Benny Silver and
DSU Martin Schenk respectively.
As previously reported, Elba
is teaming with Fox to produce an American version of
“Luther.” No word yet on who
will replace him stateside.

‘Survivor’s Remorse’ star Jessie
Usher set for ‘Independence Day 2’

eurweb.com
Jessie Usher, the lead of Starz’s series “Survivor’s
Remorse,” has joined Fox’s sequel “Independence
Day 2,” according to the Hollywood Reporter.
It has been nearly 20 years since the Will Smithstarring sci-fi film was in theaters, grossing more
than $800 million worldwide at the box office.
Usher will play the son of Smith’s character.
“Independence Day 2” is set for release on June
24, 2016 - almost exactly 20 years from when the
first film hit theaters on July 3, 1996.
Liam Hemsworth has also been cast in a lead role
and Jeff Goldblum will reprise his role from the
original. Director Roland Emmerich will also return
to helm the film.
Usher stars in the Lebron James-produced Starz
series “Survivor’s Remorse” as Cam Calloway, a
basketball player who moves with his family to Atlanta after he signs a pro contract. The first season
premiered Oct. 4, 2014, and Starz quickly renewed
the show for a second season, which will air later
this year.
His film credits include TriStar football drama
“When the Game Stands Tall,” which hit theaters in
August. On the TV side, he previously starred in the
Cartoon Network series “Level Up.”

Actor Jessie Usher attends HBO’s Luxury Lounge featuring PANDORA Jewelry at Four Seasons Hotel Los Angeles at Beverly Hills on January 10, 2015 in Beverly Hills.

eurweb.com
Anika Noni Rose has been
cast as the lead in CBS’ civil
rights crime drama pilot “For
Justice,” written by “Law &
Order” veteran Rene Balcer and
directed by Selma Helmer Ava
DuVernay, reports Deadline.
com.
The project is based on James
Patterson’s debut crime novel,
The Thomas Berryman Number. It centers on Special Agent
Natalia “Nat” Chappel (Rose),
a cool, laser-focused, tough
as nails FBI agent who works
in the Criminal Section of the
Department of Civil Rights Division and finds herself caught
between the radical family she
was born into and the professional family she has chosen.
Rose joins Phylicia Rashad
who was previously cast in a
supporting role.
The Department of Justice
formed the Criminal Section
of the Civil Rights Division in
1957. Starting in the 60’s, the
lawyers from the department
teamed up with FBI agents.
These teams still exist today in
the department but with a nationwide focus - in 2012 alone,
6700 different hate crimes were
clocked by the FBI.
This marks a reunion with
CBS for Tony winner Rose who
had a recurring role on the network’s drama series “The Good
Wife.”

Singer Anika Noni Rose arrives at Alfre Woodard’s Oscar’s Sistahs Soiree by White Diamond Lustre, Elizabeth Taylor at the
Beverly Wilshire Hotel on February 18, 2015 in Beverly Hills,
California

20 • the mississippi link

March 5 - 11, 2015

www.mississippilink.com

piggly wiggly
March 4 - 10, 2015

110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
FAMILY PACK

FRESH CUT

GROUND
BEEF
$ 99

FRESH FRYER

BONELESS
PORK CHOPS
$ 99

2

DRUMSTICKS
OR THIGHS
¢

1

PER LB.

99

PER LB.

SAVE ON

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FRYER
DRUMMETTES

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

SAVE ON

2

RIBEYE
STEAKS

BABY BACK
PORK RIBS

$ 99

$ 99

FRESH

COURTNEY PLEASIN

8

PER LB.

PORK
NECKBONES

99

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

SIRLOIN TIP
STEAK

$ 99

$ 79

SAVE ON

BRYAN

4

PER LB.

PIGGLY WIGGLY HOT DOGS OR
PAPER TOWELS
BOLOGNA

STAR KIST
TUNA

79

79

ROLL

¢

1

12 OZ. PKG.

¢

$ 00

FRESH PRODUCE
CHILEAN SWEET WHITE

APPLES

1

89

PER LB.

PER LB.

$ 99
RIPE

AVOCADOS

89

¢

FRESH EXPRESS

SALAD MIX

99
12 OZ.

¢

PIGGLY WIGGLY HEARTY FLAKE

/3
2$
/5
¢
99
$ 49
3

4$
BISCUITS
......................................
12 OZ.

KRAFT SHREDDED OR CHUNK

CHEESE
....................................
7 - 8 OZ. .

ASSORTED CHOBANI

YOGURT
...................................
5.3 OZ.
SIMPLY

JUICES

APPLE, ORANGE, GRAPEFRUIT, 1.75 LTR.
SAVE ON

FARM RICH
$ 99
APPETIZERS
.................................
18 - 28 OZ.

4

SAVE ON

WASHINGTON GROWN GOLD OR RED DELICIOUS

GRAPES

EACH

USDA CHOICE BEEF

3

¢

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

PER LB.

14 OZ.

CHUNK LIGHT

5 OZ. CAN

2

PER LB.

$ 79

PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

MARY B'S
2$
BISCUITS
..................................
24 - 35 OZ.

¢

/5

MARY'S B'S

OPEN KETTLE
2$
DUMPLINGS
......................................

/5
POTATOES
EGGO WAFFLES2/$5
$ 49 HOT POCKETS 2 $
2
/4
FRESH RUSSET

24 OZ.

ASSORTED

8 LB. BAG

8.7 - 12.3 OZ. .............................
ASSORTED

2 CT. .......................................

