
WASHINGTON, D.C. - 
Two legendary publishers - 
Charles Tisdale of the Jack-
son Advocate in Jackson, 
Miss., and M. Paul Redd Sr. 
of the Westchester County 
Press in New York - have 
been posthumously induct-
ed into National Newspa-
per Publishers Association 
Foundation’s Distinguished 
Black Publishers’ Enshrine-
ment.

They were honored in 
Washington, D.C. last week 
during Black Press Week’s 
annual observance. The cer-
emony is reserved for stal-
wart publishers who have 
significantly contributed 
to the legacy of the Black 
Press.

Benjamin Todd Jealous, 
former executive director of 
the NNPA Foundation and 
immediate past president of 
the NAACP, gave remarks 
about each honoree.

“We’re here to pay hom-
age to two great men. What 
connects them is that, in 
many ways, they helped to 
revive the Black Press at 
a time when many people 
questioned if we had a fu-
ture,” he said.

Charles Tisdale, who 
continually published the 
Jackson Advocate despite 
its offices being repeatedly 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - “Part-
nership for Progress” was the 
theme for the Black Press and the 
Black Pulpit Breakfast sponsored 
by the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) Friday, March 21, 2014, in 
Washington during Black Press 
Week. It was co-hosted by Jackie 
Hampton, publisher of The Mis-
sissippi Link and Karl Rodney, 
publisher of The Carib News, N.Y. 

A panel discussion, ‘3P: Pow-
er…Pulpit…Press, Confronting 
HIV/AIDS,’ was the focused 
discussion after Dr. Benjamin F. 
Chavis Jr., co-founder, president 
and CEO, of the Hip-Hop Sum-
mit Action Network gave keynote 
remarks. Chavis is also a regular 
columnist for the Black Press. 

He stated how important it is for 
politicians and elected officials to 
support the black press. He stated 
so often some politicians neglect 
the Black Press until they are run-
ning for office and don’t show up 
at churches until they are looking 
for votes. He said there is no bet-
ter investment for elected officials 
and politicians than investing 
in the black press and the black 
church.

Chavis recalled an old African 
proverb, ‘The foundation of what 
we build today will have to last 
for generations to come.’ He said, 
“It is therefore appropriate and 
necessary to note with generation-
al gratitude and affirmation the 
toil, the struggle, the passion, the 
investment and the sacrifice of all 
the forerunners that built the solid 
foundations of the black church 
and of the black press across this 
nation and upon whose shoulders 

we all stand today.”
Chavis addressed three points: 

1) Winning the battle against 
HIV/AIDS, 2) Powerlessness is 
the underestimation of one’s pow-
er, and 3) Improving our quality 
of life through the transformation 
of our social, political, economic, 
cultural and spiritual conditions.

His text was taken from Psalm 
3:1-4. “Lord, how they have in-
creased who trouble me! Many 
are they who rise up against 
me. Many are they who say of 
me, ‘There is no help for him in 
God.’”

Chavis said that both the black 
church and the black press are in 
the message business as he point-
ed out when HIV/AIDS epidem-
ic first started to spread across 
America, there were many who 
blamed first Africa and then black 
America as the “God-helpless” 
stigmatized guilty ones who were 
responsible for bringing this ‘fa-
tal’ curse on the human race.

Chavis said, “Brothers and sis-
ters, we need the black pulpit and 
the black newspapers to always 
stand to demystify and pull the 
sheets off any attempt to demean, 
distort and to destroy our dignity 
and God-given humanity.”

After his keynote remarks, 
Chavis was presented the pres-
tigious Torch Award in Religion 
by Hampton. The Torch Award 
is given annually by the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion during Black Press Week, to 
individuals that have made sig-
nificant contributions in their field 
nationally.

Rev. Walter Silva Thompson 
Jr., pastor, Morning Star M.B. 
Church in Jamaica, N.Y. moder-

ated the panel which consisted 
of various ministers: Rev. Dr. 
Kendrick E. Curry, pastor, Penn-
sylvania Avenue Baptist Church, 
Washington, D.C.; Rev. Dr. 
Lewis Brogdon, director, Black 
Church Studies Program, Louis-
ville Seminary; Yvonne Cooper, 
associate minister, Allen Cha-
pel AME Church, Washington; 
Pastor “Toni” Draper, Freedom 
Temple AME Zion Church, Bal-
timore, Md.

Thompson’s first question 
to the panel was “Are we do-
ing enough to bring awareness 
to HIV/AIDS?” Draper stated in 
Baltimore there is a coalition of 
churches working together. They 
call it The Open Table.

Brodgen said they have formed 
‘tables’ also in Louisville. He said 
people need to understand even 
though HIV/AIDS is very serious 
it does not rub off. People with the 
disease need to be shown love.

Brodgen said in their coalition, 
pastors have taken the lead in be-
ing tested for HIV/AIDS in order 
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Support for employees of Nis-
san in Canton, Miss., and their 
efforts to unionize came from be-
yond the state’s borders as a Hol-
lywood actor and a national re-
cording star came to town to rally 
for more awareness and solidarity 
with the workers.

Grammy award-winning singer 
and actor Common, known for es-
pousing social consciousness and 
awareness in his songs, performed 
at the Fight for Justice UAW con-
cert at Jackson State University 
Friday night.

He was accompanied by actor 
and activist Danny Glover, who 
has shown support for Canton Nis-
san workers’ right to unionize be-
fore, attending a rally at Tougaloo 
College last year. 

In the Canton, Nissan workers’ 
attempts to hold an election to see 
if the workers do in fact want to 
unionize, workers say their efforts 
have repeatedly been derailed in 
past years.

Workers adopted the slogan, 
“Tell Nissan: Labor Rights Are 
Civil Rights,” claiming their right 
to hold an union election as an 
extension of the civil rights move-
ment from half a century ago.

During his performance, Com-
mon said workers can rest assured 
that their desire for a better life is 
attainable. “I’m a real advocate 
for love and spreading love. When 
you operate out of love, there is 
no fear anymore,” said Common. 
“We’re ready to stand up for what 
we believe in and stand up for jus-
tice.”

Glover, who is involved in a 
several humanitarian causes, said 

the Nissan organizing campaign is 
of special importance to him. “Of 
all the worker struggles around the 
world, the Nissan workers of Mis-
sissippi stand out to me.

“For a place that’s one of the 
most important battle grounds of 
the civil rights movement to now 
be the center of the global workers’ 
rights movement is significant. I 
am committed to the campaign to 
win the right to organize for Nissan 
workers,” said Glover.

Friday’s concert was an oppor-
tunity to draw people and engage 
them in discussion of the workers’ 
issues, which in addition to union-
ization include shedding light on 
the use of temporary workers at 
the Canton facility.

Media mogul Sean “Diddy” 
Combs of New York added his 
support via a video message: 
“Worker’s rights are human rights, 
particularly in the U.S., particularly 
in the South where Mississippi has 

a history of people’s rights being 
disregarded. And history teaches 
us that the only way to achieve jus-
tice is to stand up for our rights,” 
said Combs.

Combs announced that a Nis-
san support rally is planned for 
this spring in his hometown with 
the date to be determined. “I’m 
proud to stand with Nissan’s work-
ers who have the right not to be 
intimated or threatened. We’ve got 
your back,” he said.

Also performing at the show 
were local artists Slimm Pusha, 
Larry Johnson, the Beasty Tunes. 
Outspoken Brad “Kamikaze” 
Franklin hosted the show. Student 
supporters from Mississippi Stu-
dent Justice Alliance (MSJA) and 
Concerned Students for a Better 
Nissan (CSBN), Mississippi Alli-
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Jackie Hampton presenting Torch Award to Dr. Ben Chavis as NNPA Foundation Chair Mary Denson and 
NNPA Chairman Cloves Campbell look on.                                                      .....    NNPA PHOTOS BY ROY LEWIS

DeAnna Tisdale (center) with Mary Denson, chair of NNPA Founda-
tion and Cloves Campbell, chair of NNPA. NNPA PHOTOS BY ROY LEWIS
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Foundation 

Black Press enshrines 
distinguished publishers

Recording artist Common performs during the Fight for Justice 
UAW concert at Jackson State University in support of Nissan Mis-
sissippi workers Friday, March 21, 2014.  PHOTOS BY MONICA MCINNIS 
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Jackson voters will get a 
chance to hear from the candi-
dates vying to be Jackson’s next 
mayor at the 16-WAPT, Clarion 
Ledger and Mississippi Col-
lege School of Law sponsored 
debate to be held April 4, 2014. 
Check local listing.

The person elected mayor in 
this special election will com-
plete the term of Mayor Chok-
we Lumumba who died Feb. 25 
after serving eight months of his 
term that started July 1, 2013.

Special Election for Mayor of Jackson
Vote Tuesday, April 8, 2014

• 13 Candidates for Mayor of Jackson Qualifying on March 19

• Voter Registration Before Special Election Closed March 8

• Absentee Voting Accommodations at City Clerk’s Office  
    Open

•   Saturday, March 29 - 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

•   Saturday, April 5 - 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

• Run-off Election (if no candidate gets 51% of vote) will be 
held Tuesday,  April 22

NO VOTER ID REQUIRED FOR THIS SPECIAL ELECTION

Special election tueSday, april 8  •  run-off election tueSday, april 22

WAPT, Clarion Ledger and Mississippi College 
School of Law schedule mayoral debate

 livestreamed.
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Black press Breakfast
Continued from page 1

to remove the stigmas associated 
with being tested. He said this has 
made members of their church 
more comfortable in being tested.

Thompson wanted to know 
how can we better address HIV/
AIDS as a nation.

Chavis said the press and pul-
pit can come together and initiate 
an awareness campaign.

Draper said the black press is 

always asked to do things with-
out funds but they are a business. 
She suggested they talk about it 
through an economic perspec-
tive, hoping they can seek fund-
ing to sustain an awareness cam-
paign.

Brodgen said there is a lot of 
silence in the seminary regard-
ing HIV/AIDS; there is a lot of 
sex going on and the church is 

not addressing such issues due 
to fear and ignorance. He said 
clergy needs to address sexuality 
and not remain silent.

He said, “There is a need for 
an multi-assault on this issue.” 
Brodgen  said mega conference 
expenses should be scaled down 
so that these funds can be used 
to deal with education, preven-
tion and stigma. This statement 

brought applause from the audi-
ence.

Brodgen went on to say that 
the black church needs to tackle 
the initiative and the black press 
needs to get the word out. The 
other ministers on the panel said 
“amen.” 

Dr. Curry said we need to start 
right here and now. He said, “We 
touch thousands of people and so 

should start a grass roots cam-
paign to raise funds to get the 
word out.”

After much discussion among 
panelists, Thompson took ques-
tions from newspaper publishers 
from across the nation.

After the prayer breakfast 
members of the press boarded 
a bus to the White House for 
briefing on the “My Brother’s 

Keeper” initiative and from there 
went to the National Press Club 
for a State of the Black Press 
Luncheon: “Access to Economic 
Opportunity.”

Chavis, who had attended 
many functions by the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion stated this Black Press Week 
was one of the best he had ever 
attended.

Lavaree Jones was born Decem-
ber 2, 1947 in Panther Burn, Miss. to 
Leroy and Lavaree Jones; the third of 
eight children. She accepted Christ as 
her personal Savior at an early age, 
later uniting with Farish Street Bap-
tist Church under the leadership of 
Rev. Hickman Johnson.

Affectionately known as “Johnet-
ta,” Lavaree grew up in Hollandale. 
She attended Simmons High School 
in Hollandale but later graduated 
from Calumet High School in Chi-
cago in 1966. She attended Jarvis 
Christian College in Hawkins, Texas; 
Pacific Oaks College in Pasadena, 
Calif., and Millsaps College in Jack-
son.

In 1973, Lavaree began her his-
torical journey into real estate, sub-
sequently becoming the first Afri-
can-American female Realtor and 
the first African-American female 
appraiser in the State of Missis-
sippi. As an appraiser, Lavaree was 
actively involved in the economic 
development of the City of Jackson. 
Lavaree’s strength and intelligence 
served her well as she opened doors 
for other African Americans in Jack-
son. Her services were utilized for 
the development of the Jackson State 
Metro Parkway (2001), the County 
Line Road widening and alignment 
(2005), the Jackson State Univer-
sity expansion, and the widening of 
Lakeland Drive. She served as an 
appraiser and expert witness in the 
highly publicized Nissan eminent 
domain case in Madison County 
(2002). She served the State of Mis-

sissippi on Governor Ray Mabus’ 
Task Force on Housing.

Lavaree cut a path as president of 
the Mississippi Association of Real 
Estate Brokers and held leadership 
positions in real estate organizations 
on local and national levels. She 
served as regional vice president 
of Region XII and a member of the 
National Board of Directors for the 
National Association of Real Estate 
Brokers (NAREB), Local board 
president of the MS Association of 
Real Estate Brokers (MAREB), and 
the national secretary for the Nation-
al Society of Real Estate Appraisers 
(NSREA). She served as board chair-
man for the Hinds County Private 
Industry Council. Lavaree practiced 
real estate for over 30 years until her 
health began to fail in 2012. 

Lavaree was a civic warrior, al-
ways fighting for justice and equality 
in the community. She showed fear-
less tenacity in her efforts to cham-
pion for a better environment while 
advocating for better opportunities 
for children, pride in home owner-
ship, and fair treatment of all citizens.

Early in her career, she worked 
for Friends of Children Head Start 
Program in Jackson and was an out 
spoken advocate in the Civil Right 
Movement. In 1978, she became 
one of the first charter members and 
the first vice president of Women for 
Progress, a community improvement 
organization with focus on politi-
cal action, education, and economic 
development for the community at 
large. Lavaree was also a driving 
force in working with Henry Kirksey 
to change the form of city govern-
ment.

Lavaree’s civic duty expanded to 
serving as secretary for Queen Ester 
Court 172- Heroines of Jericho, vice 
president of the Repertory Theatre of 
MS, Inc., and secretary and political 
action chair of the Valley North Im-
provement Association.

Lavaree carried her passion for 
community improvement into the 
political arena. She vigorously cam-
paigned for the seat on City Council 
in Ward 2 in 1989 and again in 1997.  

Although she did not win, she held 
steadfast to being a positive rein-
forcement on the political process. 
She expended considerable energy in 
supporting local and national demo-
cratic political candidates.  

Lavaree became a member of the 
Hinds County Democratic Execu-
tive Committee (2000), serving as 
chairperson of the Campaign Com-
mittee, Party Development chair for 
the Hinds County and State of Mis-
sissippi Democratic Party. She was a 
member of the Hinds County Demo-
cratic Federation of Women, Jackson 
Municipal Democratic Executive 
Committee, and the State Demo-
cratic Executive Committee. One of 
the highlights of her life was to attend 
the 2008 Democratic National Con-
vention as a delegate in support of 
then Presidential Candidate, Barack 
Obama.

Through the course of her years, 
Lavaree mentored numerous persons 
of various ethnicities in real estate, 
community activism and local, state, 
and national civics.

She was preceded in death by her 
loving mother, Lavaree Jones and 
her father Leroy Jones. She leaves to 
cherish her memories, her son; Brian 
(Winda) Jones of Salt Lake City, UT; 
daughter, Funmilayo Tilden (Kennith 
Jordan) of Jackson; two grandsons: 
Mylo Perry and Brandon Jones; three 
granddaughters: Eboni Revies, Am-
ber Jones and Chenzira Tilden; and 
one great grandson, Zayden Everett; 
four sisters: Geneva (John) Terry of 
Rockford, Ill., Aurelia Jones-Taylor 
and Mahalia Johnson-Jackson of 
Clarksdale, Miss., and Katherine 
(Kuante) Johnson-Yu of Moreno 
Valley, Calif.; three brothers: Leroy 
(Mary) Jones of Crestview, Fla.; 
Perry (Marilyn) Jones of Jackson, 
and Quinous Johnson of Jackson; 
an uncle, Oscar (Armo) Johnson of 
Chicago; two aunts: Naomi Elders 
of Chicago and Mary Vene Brown of 
Jackson; and a host of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and very close friends.

Funeral services will be held Fri-
day 11 a.m. at Word and Worship, 
6286 Hanging Moss Rd., Jackson.

Lavaree Jones 
December 2, 1947 - March 19, 2014

Jones
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ance for Fairness at Nissan mem-
bers and Nissan Workers attended 
the show.

Concert participants unveiled up-
coming stops on CSBN’s multi-city 
Nissan Truth Tour, which will share 
its concerns across the nation.

At Friday’s event, students an-
nounced a petition drive they’ve 
launched in support of Nissan work-
ers.

Glover also attended a leadership 
training workshop with members of 
the NAACP’s One Voice’s College 
Summit Black Leadership Class on 
Friday.

Mississippi NAACP State Presi-
dent Derrick Johnson said the work-
ers’ efforts to have a voice on the 
job are a civil and labor rights is-
sue. “The NAACP and labor unions 
have long histories of collabora-
tion,” said Johnson. 

“The NAACP fully supports this 
campaign and believes this cam-
paign is a strong example of that 
partnership,” said Johnson. He also 
pointed out that Nissan has union-
ized auto plants around the world 
but not in Mississippi.

MSJA and CSBN member Mon-
ica Atkins said young people are an 

expanding part of the Nissan orga-
nizing struggle because they don’t 
want to enter a workforce built on 
insecure temporary jobs and denial 
of workers’ labor and civil rights. 

“We want better for today’s 
Nissan workers and for ourselves 

tomorrow,” said Atkins. “College 
students around the country are a 
growing force behind these work-
ers. We are continuing the strong 
civil rights movement that students 
have historically participated in, 
particularly in Mississippi.”

Atkins added, “Young people are 
part of this state’s civil rights legacy 
and we will be a part of the civil 
rights future.”

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.com 
or (601) 260-4232.
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JSU Outspoken

Machelle Kyles and her son DJ enjoying the Common performance.

Actor/activist Danny Glover speaks to crowd during the Common’s 
show accompanied by his grandson.

Brad “Kamikazi” Franklin hosting the Fight 
for Justice UAW concert.

Fan April Love joins Common on stage.

Derrick Johnson and son Khairi with Danny Glover

Slimm Pusha
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Dear Friends, 

I hope you’re as excited as I am for what our grassroots movement can accomplish for the Citi-
zens of Jackson in the next three years. The People’s Platform is not just a catchy phrase or vi-
sion, it is a tangible plan that has already proven to bring positive change to our great city. Within 
the principles of The People’s Platform, we fundamentally believe that if we give the people the 
right information and an opportunity to make a decision, they will make the best decision. The 
91% passage rate of the local sales option referendum is a genuine reflection of this philosophy.

We all have the power to change Jackson if we work together to get it done -- and that belief is at 
the core of our campaign. For we are “One City. One Aim. One Destiny”.

But for the most part, the direction our work takes will be completely in your hands -- together, 
we can and will make Jackson rise and reach its potential as the capital city of Mississippi. We 
need your help to make that a reality. 

Please send me a message on Facebook at the “Elect Chokwe Lumumba” page, email me at 
chokweantarformayor@gmail.com, or call The People’s Campaign headquarters at 601.362.0029 
if you want to get involved. If you have a specific interest, such as door-to-door canvassing, or 
making calls -- let us know. Join the People’s Movement and volunteer today!

Being entrusted as a leader is a sacred responsibility.  Leading means understanding that when 
you hold office, you hold it to the best of your ability for the people, not for the promise of 4 more 
years. Jackson doesn’t need a politician. Jackson needs an Advocate.

Thanks,

Atty. Chokwe Antar Lumumba

USS Jackson LCS6, naval ship honoring Jackson, Miss.
The United States Navy’s new-

est Littoral Combat Ship (LCS), 
the USS Jackson, was christened 
Saturday, March 22, 2014. Hinds 
County officials attended the ship 
naming ceremonies for the USS 
Jackson LCS 6 at the Austal USA 
Shipyard in Mobile, Ala.

The ship was officially named 
by the Secretary of the Navy and 
former governor of Mississippi, 
Ray Mabus, March 24, 2011, hon-
oring the state capital and Missis-
sippi’s deep ties to the U.S. Navy 
and the shipbuilding industry. It is 
the 6th LCS and the 3rd of the In-
dependence variant. 

Mabus delivered the principal 
address. Dr. Katherine Holmes 
Cochran served as the ship’s spon-
sor and broke a bottle of sparkling 

wine over the ship’s bow, a time 
honored Navy tradition. Cochran is 
a native of Jackson and the daugh-
ter of Senator Thad Cochran (R-
Miss.).

Cochran’s initials were welded 
onto the keel plate of the USS Jack-
son on Oct.18, 2012 as the Keel 
Authenticator.  Sen. Cochran’s 
granddaughter, Elizabeth Kather-
ine Cochran of Madison, Miss., 
was the Maid of Honor at Satur-
day’s ceremony. 

“Every ship we christen is im-
portant, but LCS 6, the future USS 
Jackson, has a special place in 
my heart,” said Mabus. “As a na-
tive Mississippian, it is especially 
meaningful to me that, at this chris-
tening, we are able to celebrate the 
great state of Mississippi, the great 
city of Jackson, and above all the 

hard work and dedication of count-
less shipbuilders and others who 
have worked so diligently to con-
struct this great warship.”

The USS Jackson boasts a speed 
capability in excess of 40 knots and 
can operate in water less than 20 
feet deep. The ship will address a 
critical capabilities gap in the lit-
torals and conduct the Navy’s mis-
sion to enhance maritime security 
by deterring hostility, maintaining 
a forward presence, projecting 
power and maintaining sea control.  

USS Jackson launched Dec. 14, 
2013, following construction at the 
Austal USA shipyard. These ships 
are the first vessels procured under 
the block buy contract awarded in 
2010 and represent the true begin-
ning of “serial production” for the 
class.

A $225,000 infusion will help 
five organizations further their ef-
forts to make brighter the futures of 
young males of color in the Jackson 
metropolitan area.

The Foundation for the Mid 
South (FMS) announced Friday, 
March 21, 2014 that the grant that 
will bring together the groups that 
already work to aid the success of 
young black men readying for col-
lege and careers will allow for a 
more unified project.

The initiative “Males of Color: 
Cultivating Leaders for Today and 
Tomorrow,” announced at Founda-
tion for the Mid South headquar-
ters in downtown Jackson, that it 
will work with the organizations to 
identify challenges and address op-
portunities for males of color.

The organizations taking part 
are 100 Black Men of Jackson, 
Inc.; Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc., Jackson Alumnae Chapter; 
The Links Inc., Jackson Chapter; 
Springboard to Opportunities, Inc.; 
and Youth Leadership Jackson.

FMS is a regional foundation 
seeking to increase opportunity for 
residents and communities in Mis-
sissippi, Arkansas and Louisiana by 
supporting and strengthening the 
knowledge and skills of organiza-
tions and individuals. 

FMS teamed with the JSD Foun-
dation, chaired by Juanita Sims 
Doty, to announce the initiative and 
outline its parameters.

Ivye L. Allen, president, said 
among the Foundation for the Mid 
South’s initiatives is to focus on 
populations that are not only most 
vulnerable but also those that con-
tinue to impact stronger growth in 
key areas of community wellness 
such as education, healthy living 
job attainment and self-sufficient 
wages. 

Allen said one group that consis-
tently ranks lower by all quality of 
life measures is males of color. “As 
leaders, we must take proactive 
steps to undo the barriers that im-
pede males of color as they strive 
toward pathways to opportunity 
and success,” Allen said. 

“Our expected outcome is im-
proved academic performance and 

greater connectivity to college and 
career opportunities for metropoli-
tan Jackson males of color.”  

Meshelle Rawls, project man-
ager for Males of Color, said the 
grant will support the organiza-
tions’ efforts in tutoring, coaching 
and career development among 
10th- through 12th-graders to help 
improve academic performance, 
graduation rates, college prepared-
ness and career readiness the orga-
nizations.  

Rawls said progress will be 
tracked and monitored over the 
next three years by Jackson State 
University evaluators lead by Rod-
ney Washington. “We know that 
students must have more than a 
high school diploma to compete 
globally,” Rawls said. 

Rodney Washington said there are 
many good programs going on to 
aid males of color but few are docu-
mented, so they may be replicated. 
The goal of this project is “report 
lessons learned, challenges, barriers, 
so we can drive better programs and 
expand services,” he said.

On hand for the announcement 
was former Gov. William Win-
ter, Foundation for the Mid South 
emeritus trustee, and Dr. Cedrick 
Gray, Jackson Public Schools su-
perintendent.

Winter said the region faces 
many needs, perhaps one of the 
most important being its failure to 
develop fully as possible all of its 
human resources. 

“We have seen so many young 
men being left out for whatever 
reason - poverty being at the bot-
tom of it, lack of educational op-
portunities and frankly, lack of 
faith in the reward that come with 
human development,” Winter said. 

Winter also added, “The Founda-
tion for the Mid South is not creat-
ing a new organization but building 
on the strength of the organizations 
that have been working here so pro-
ductively for a long time and giving 
them further support and making 
real the promise of this community 
and state.”

“Many young people I talk to 
have a feeling that really ‘they don’t 
care about us.’ We have to demon-
strate that we care not for just some 
of our fellow citizens but for all 

of them, 
that there 
is worth 
in every 
single hu-
man being 
and we have 
to bring it 
out.”

S u p e r -
i n t e n d e n t 
Gray said this new endeavor will 
allow the Jackson Public School 
district to apply targeted assistance 
to young men and close what he re-
fers to as “the knowing and caring 
gap.”

“Children don’t care how much 
you know until they know how 
much you care,” Gray said. “So 
now our young men will begin to 
see not only the knowing but the 
caring. We know we need this help 
and we’re excited that we have 
people in our community that care 
enough to provide it.” 

Aisha Nyandoro, executive di-
rector of Springboard to Oppor-
tunities, which connects people 
living in affordable housing with 
resources and programs to help 
them advance in school, said the 
Foundation for the Mid South’s 
grant will help her group expose 
young men to new experiences and 
opportunities.  She said, “We un-
derstand that sometimes living in 
poverty you have specific barriers 
that limit your ability to dream be-
yond today.” 

With the foundation’s assistance, 
she said, young men “can realize 
that they are able to not only move 
out of affordable housing but that a 
career and higher education are op-
tions as well.”

Others representing their organi-
zations at the announcement were:  
Julia Crockett, Delta Sigma Theta, 
Inc., Jackson Alumnae Chapter; 
Yvonne Williams and Michael 
Caples, 100 Black Men of Jackson, 
Inc.; Mavis James and Dr. Geral-
dine Brookins, The Links Incor-
porated, Jackson Miss. Chapter; 
and Shirley Tucker, Greater Jack-
son Chamber of Commerce/Youth 
Leadership Jackson.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.com 
or (601) 260-4232.

Naval ship USS 
Jackson christened

“Males of Color: Cultivating 
Leaders for Today and Tomorrow” 
initiative receives huge grant

Hinds County officials attend naming ceremony
The Mississippi Link Newswire

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Grant recipients and Foundation for the Mid South partners: Meshelle Rawls, Rodney Washington, Dr. 
Geraldine Brookins, Julia Crockett, Shirley Tucker, Aisha Nyandoro, Ivye Allen, former Gov. William Winter, 
Yvonne Williams, Mavis James, Dr. Cedrick Gray, Michael Caples                       PHOTOS BY STePHANIe JONeS

Doty
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Dr. Jerry Young, vice presi-
dent at-large of the National 
Baptist Convention USA, Inc., 
Friday, March 21, announced 
his candidacy to lead the orga-
nization as its next president.  
The National Baptist Conven-
tion USA, Inc., founded in 
1886, is the nation’s oldest and 
largest African American reli-
gious convention.

The national rally for his can-
didacy was kicked off at New 

Hope Baptist Church, 5202 
Watkins Drive, Jackson, where 
he has served as pastor for 34 
years. In addition to his leader-
ship as vice president of the na-
tional organization, Young also 
serves on the National Baptist 
Convention USA, Inc. board of 
directors.

Young said that his decision 
to run for president of the orga-
nization was prompted by the 
urgent spiritual needs of the 
country.

“I am convinced that this 

country, as well as many 
churches and communities, is 
on a perilous course and stands 
in need of a corporate witness 
to the work and worth of our 
Christ and his gospel,” Young 
said. “That is why I offer my-
self to become the servant 
leader of our convention.”

Young said his campaign 
theme is “It’s time to envision 
the future exceptionally.”

And taking his campaign on 
the road, he is scheduling vis-
its throughout various regions, 

districts and associations 
across the United States.

The National Baptist Con-
vention, USA, Inc. (Conven-
tion) has an estimated mem-
bership of 7.5 million. The 
current national president, Rev. 
Dr. Julius R. Scruggs, has led 
the organization since 2009.

Based in Nashville, Tenn., 
the NBC USA, Inc. promotes 
teaching, preaching and heal-
ing through Jesus Christ. Its 
mission is to unite churches, 
district associations, and state 

conventions in Christian evan-
gelism.

The organization also pro-
motes home and foreign mis-
sion efforts, supports Christian 
education and produces litera-
ture, music and other materials 
used as part of Christian reli-
gious expression.

The NBC USA (parent body) 
is governed by a Board of Di-
rectors. The president is elect-
ed by the member churches ev-
ery five years during its Annual 
Session.
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Dr. Jerry Young declares candidacy for president 
of the National Baptist Convention USA, Inc.
By Ben Minnifield
Special to The Mississippi Link

Young

NNPA
Continued from page 1

firebombed, was remem-
bered for his courage. Jeal-
ous, who served as manag-
ing editor under Teasdale, 
recalled Tisdale’s standing 
monthly lunch date with a 
former Ku Klux Klan grand 
wizard.

“There I was, at [Tisdale’s] 
bedside, and in walks… this 
man, the former head of the 
Ku Klux Klan. This grand 
wizard sits down at his bed-
side and starts crying, ‘’This 
man understood me. This 
man listened to me,’” Jeal-
ous said. “The power of the 
Black Press we often refer 
to is voice. But [through Tis-
dale] I learned you cannot 
lead until you listen.”

Tisdale’s daughter, DeAn-
na Tisdale, accepted the com-
memorative plaque honoring 
her father, and told the story 
of her parents’ tenacity in 
publishing the paper.

“Throughout the trials and 
tribulations we faced, not a 
week went by that the paper 
didn’t go out. When we got 

firebombed - this last time - I 
was about 12. Our mom did 
the paper in the house. She 
didn’t leave the house almost 
an entire week,” she said. 
“It takes a strong person to 
be a publisher. My dad was 
an upfront, no-holds-barred, 
strong person.”

DeAnna, who is studying 
graduate-level vocal perfor-
mance at the Boston Con-
servatory, treated the gather-
ing to an aria titled, “Io Son 
L’umile Ancella” (“I Am the 
Humble Servant of the Cre-
ative Spirit,” from the opera, 
Adriana Lecouvreur).

“In this aria…she uses 
words as a vessel, as a means 
to get across the way that she 
feels,” DeAnna explained. 
“And as publishers and as 
journalists, you do that every 
day. Words are power. You 
use those words to change 
things…to impact lives, to 
impact the future, to solidify 
past. And I think that this 
[piece] is very appropriate.”

The other honoree, M. Paul 

Redd was as much an advo-
cate as he was a publisher. He 
was a Gold Life Member of 
the NAACP; board member 
of the Girl Scouts, the Urban 
League, the United Way, the 
American Red Cross; found-
er of the Black Democrats of 
Westchester; and president 
of the Westchester/Putnam 
Affirmative Action Program, 
which provided job training 
and placement for approxi-
mately 4,000 women and 
African Americans over a 
seven-year span.

Most notably, Redd and his 
wife, Orial Banks Redd, filed 
and won a housing discrimi-
nation case against New York 
State when they were denied 
an apartment in Rye, N.Y. 
This victory spurred a flurry 
of housing anti-discrimina-
tion legislation in New York, 
one of which became com-
monly known as the Redd 
Bill.

Redd was also revered for 
his column, “M. Paul Tells 
All,” which Jealous de-

scribed as “a love letter to 
our community,” encourag-
ing readers to take up their 
civic duty. His successor, 
Sandra Blackwell, accepted 
his commemorative plaque.

“He was always looking for 
young people to take things 
on, and people gravitated to-
ward him - he had a way of 
disarming people with his 
humor,” Blackwell said, re-
ferring to Redd. “He had his 
column for over 40 years, so 
I have a memorial for him on 
his page at all times. I can’t 
take him off the masthead.”

The Black Press gallery is 
housed at Howard Universi-
ty. The Black Press archives 
are stored at the Moorland-
Spingarn Research Center at 
Howard. After the ceremony, 
the publishers, NNPA Foun-
dation board members and 
executives, and their guests, 
walked across the campus 
main yard to view the gallery 
of enshrined publishers, dat-
ing all the way back to Free-
dom’s Journal, founded in 

1827.
Other famous 

enshrined black 
publishers include 
Frederick Doug-
lass, Howard B. 
Woods (of the St. 
Louis Sentinel), 
and Daisy Bates 
(of the Arkansas 
State Press).

A publisher can 
be nominated for 
enshrinement af-
ter he or she has 
been deceased 
five years. If the 
foundation re-
ceives more than 
one nomination in 
a year, a commit-
tee of publishers 
chooses the award-
ees.

“I’ve spent 53 years of 
my life devoted to the Black 
Press,” said Dorothy Leavell, 
publisher of both the Chicago 
Crusader and the Gary Cru-
sader and former chair of the 
NNPA Foundation. Her first 

husband is also enshrined at 
Howard.

She said, “It is a really 
great thing for us to have all 
of this here, and our press 
recognized as an important 
institution.”

Sandra Blackwell, succeeding publisher of the 
Westchester County Press, founded by inductee 
M. Paul Redd 
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Pre-Kindergarten screening 
for the 2014–2015 school year 
is taking place through April 30, 
2014, at the pre-K school sites 
listed below. Parents and guard-
ians may submit application(s) at 
only one school site in their at-
tendance zone.

For more details, please call 
601-960-4002.

• Baker
• Barr
• Brown
• Clausell
• Dawson
• French
• Galloway
• George
• Green
• John Hopkins
• Johnson
• Isable
• Key

• Lake
• Lee
• Marshall
• North Jackson
• Pecan Park
• Poindexter
• Raines
• Smith
• Timberlawn
• Walton
• Watkins
• Wilkins

By James Wright
Special from The Washington Informer 

JPS begins screening for pre-kindergartenJPS names 2014 Parent of the Year 

Jackson Public Schools an-
nounced Vera McFarlin John-
son as the 2014 JPS Parent 
of the Year. The surprise an-
nouncement was made dur-
ing the March 18, 2014, regu-
lar meeting of the JPS School 
Board. Johnson was one of 
three parent finalists who ex-
hibited outstanding leadership 
and involvement in Jackson 
Public Schools.

“Vera Johnson is an out-
standing parent and supporter 
of Jackson Public Schools,” 
said Dr. Gray. “She is truly a 
leader, whether she’s grilling 
hot dogs or making snow cones 
during field day activities, read-
ing to students, spearheading 
clothing drives, fundraising, 
or motivating and encouraging 
students. She is always willing 
and available to serve. I, along 
with the Board of Trustees, are 
very thankful for your self-
less dedication, loving spirit, 
and tireless commitment to the 
students and employees of our 
District.”

“Creativity, enthusiasm, and 
leadership are the hallmarks 
of her motivational work with 
Davis Magnet School and its 
families,” began her nomina-
tion letter from Davis Magnet 
Elementary School, said Davis 
Principal Dr. Jane Everly. “Her 

service and her school improve-
ment efforts are a tremendous 
asset to the school community.” 

Johnson’s leadership roles in 
Jackson Public Schools include 
the following:

Davis Magnet School PTA 
president

Bailey APAC Site Council
Facilitator and 2007 gradu-

ate, the Parent Leadership In-
stitute of Parents for Public 
Schools of Jackson

JPS Partners in Education 
Advisory Board

Alignment Jackson Elemen-
tary Committee

JPS Federal Program District 
Advisory Board

As a parent leader, she has 
spearheaded several successful 
programs at Davis Magnet Ele-
mentary School. Most notably, 
Johnson led the Davis Magnet 
PTA to begin taking part in a 
national PTA initiative called 
Take Your Family to School 
Week. Identifying and utilizing 
the talents of other parents at 
the school, Johnson helped the 
school secure a national grant 
to fund TYFTSW programs for 
two years.

Additionally, Johnson uses 
her parent engagement and fa-
cilitation skills to organize an-
nual Nacho Ordinary Novem-
ber PTA meetings at Davis. The 
meetings feature mini-sessions 

for parents, including targeted 
groups, like sessions for fathers 
about how they can be involved 
or for fifth grade parents about 
transitioning to middle school.

Under Johnson’s leadership, 
PTA membership at Davis has 
increased for two consecutive 
years, including faculty partici-
pation at 100 percent. Last year, 
the school received awards at 
the state PTA convention for 
membership growth and citi-
zenship for making a difference 
in the community through ser-
vice learning.   

Johnson has two children at-
tending JPS schools; a son at 
Davis and a daughter at Bailey 
APAC Middle School. She is 
married to Sherwin Johnson, 
JPS Public and Media Rela-
tions executive director.

The Parent of the Year run-
ners-up were Michael Cooley, 
the parent of two students at 
Marshall Elementary School, 
and Jennifer Smith who has two 
children at Brown Elementary.

Jackson Public Schools 
thanks its partners for sup-
plying gifts to honor the 2014 
Parent of the Year. Johnson’s 
gift package included a plaque, 
gift cards from Lemuria Book-
store, Mangia Bene Restaurant 
Group, and a tote filled with 
goodies from Mississippi Pub-
lic Broadcasting.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

   according to research that 
stretches over two decades, young 
caucasian men account for only 
40 percent of melanoma cases 
but also for 64 percent of the 
deaths associated with this most 
dangerous form of skin cancer.  
Generally speaking, the study points 
out that men were 55 percent more 
likely to die of melanoma that their 
female counterparts, after adjusting 
for other factors such as a tumor’s 
type, thickness, and location.  This 
finding suggests that there may 
be some biological factors at work 
that could account for the survival 
disparity.  it also may be that men 
wait longer to seek diagnosis and 
treatment.  Whatever the reason, 
men should both take care to avoid 
sun exposure and get regular skin 

screenings.
   The mississippi cancEr 
insTiTUTE features newer treatments 
such as Electronic Brachytherapy.  
This radiation treatment delivers 
high dose radiation directly to the 
site of the cancer through the use of 
a catheter and an electronic source 
that produces radiation similar to 
the method a linear accelerator 
does.  currently it can be used 
to treat some skin, breast, and 
gynecological cancers.  To schedule 
a consultation, please call (601) 249-
5510.  We are located at 1501 aston 
avenue.  The study mentioned above 
looked at men and women between 
the ages of 15 and 39, which means 
that age was not a factor.  The male 
melanoma survival disparity exists 
among older men as well.

mEn lEss likElY TO sUrViVE mElanOma

Vera Johnson is honored as the 2014 JPS Parent of the Year. She is joined by her husband Sherwin Johnson, 
her two children, William and Madison, and extended family members Felicia and Kylee Sandifer. JPS Super-
intendent Dr. Cedrick Gray made the announcement at the School Board meeting.
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EDUCATION

2014 Fannie Lou Hamer Humanitarian 
Awards Luncheon set for April 4

Jackson State University’s 
Fannie Lou Hamer Institue @ 
COFO will recognize six agents 
of change during the 2014 Fannie 
Lou Hamer Humanitarian Awards 
Luncheon Friday, April 4.

The honorees will receive the 
Fannie Lou Hamer Humanitarian 
Award during an 11:30 a.m. cer-
emony held in Ballrooms A & B 
of the JSU Student Union.

The following are the 2014 
honorees:

Jessie Harris worked on voter 
registration campaigns around 
Mississippi in the early 1960s, 
particularly in the Delta region. 
In 1964, he helped train Freedom 
Summer volunteers before they 
came to Mississippi, and managed 
the volunteers in and around the 
McComb area.

Dr. Beverly Hogan is the first 
woman president of historic Tou-
galoo College. An effective and 
committed leader, Hogan served 
as the commissioner for the Mis-
sissippi Workers’ Compensation 
Commission, the executive direc-
tor of the Governor’s Office of 
Federal State Programs and the 
executive director of the Men-
tal Health Association in Hinds 
County and the state of Missis-
sippi, respectively.

Attorney Derrick Johnson is 
president of the Mississippi State 
Conference NAACP. Johnson 
successfully managed the Jackson 
Public School District bond ref-
erendum campaign that brought 
$150 million in renovations and 
new schools to the Jackson area.

The Honorable Mayor of Jack-
son, Chokwe Lumumba will be 
recognized (posthumously). Lu-

mumba was a lifelong advocate 
for civil and human rights. He 
won the Jackson mayoral general 
election with 87 percent of the 
vote after a strong campaign on 
“The People Must Decide.” He 
was the lead attorney for a number 
of high profile clients, including 
the late Tupac Shakur. He also ne-
gotiated the release of Jamie and 
Gladys Scott in 2011, two sisters 
who served 16 years of double life 
sentences for an $11 robbery.

Jed Oppenheim was recently 
appointed to the Jackson Public 
School District (JPS) Board of 
Trustees, where he works to en-
sure all youth in the community 
have access to high quality K-12 
education. Formerly a senior ad-
vocate for Mississippi Initiatives 
with the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, Oppenheim assisted in 
organizing campaigns that ad-
dressed harsh discipline practices 
pushing children out of Missis-
sippi’s public schools. As an advo-
cate, he worked with students and 
parents throughout Mississippi to 
address their concerns and needs.

Albert Sykes, director of Ad-
vocacy and Policy for the Young 
People’s Project (YPP), is a 15-
year veteran of YPP/The Alge-
bra Project. Sykes advocates for 
policies, such as “Quality Educa-
tion is a Constitutional Right,” 
and works in conjunction with 
many organizations including the 
NAACP, where he is a member 
of the Statewide Education Com-
mittee, and the Wisdom Founda-
tion, where he serves as the board 
president.

For more information about 
the awards luncheon, contact the 
Hamer Institute at 601.979.1562 

or 601.979.4348, e-mail Hamer.
Institute@jsums.edu, or visit 

www.jsums.edu/HamerInstitute/
HumanitarianAward.

Jessie Harris 

Attorney Derrick Johnson 

Jed Oppenheim

Dr. Beverly Hogan 

Chokwe Lumumba

Albert Sykes
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Name: Dr. Juanita Sims 
Doty

Graduation Year: 1985

Major: Early Childhood 
(Ed.D.)

Current Residency: Jack-
son, MS

Current Employment 
Status: Senior advisor for 
Outreach; Eunice Ken-
nedy Shriver National 
Institute of Child Health 
and Human Develop-
ment/National Institutes 
of Health

Favorite quote: “I serve 
God by serving others.”

An academician and 
educator, civil and hu-
man rights advocate, en-
trepreneur and business 
person, a dedicated fam-
ily member committed to 
serving her community.

Dr. Doty has distin-
guished herself in many 
venues and disciplines. 
Her accomplishments 
span national and lo-
cal volunteerism as she 
serves on several Boards 
of Directors and donates 
her time and resources 

to community organiza-
tions.

She was co-host with 
the former first lady of 
Mississippi, the late Pat 
Fordice, of the highly 
successful statewide 
television show, “Wom-
an to Woman,” an issue 
related talk magazine 
format program; and, is 
frequently asked to key-
note conferences and 
symposiums.

Currently, she serves 
as the Mississippi pub-
lisher for Who’s Who in 
Black Mississippi. She 
is a member of Ander-
son United Methodist 
Church.

Juanita Sims Doty 

W o m e n ’ s  H i s t o r y  m o n t H  s a l u t e …

JSU alumnae highlights for 
Women’s History Month

Doty



Just a few 
years ago, I 
asked the ques-
tion that parents 
ask all of the 
time about their 
children and 

now I find myself asking it 
again - where does the time 
go?

My youngest child, my 
only son, has approached 
a milestone in his life - his 
18th birthday. My husband’s 
namesake, my gift from 
God, came to me on March 
28, 1996, and now here I am 
watching my miracle child 
become a man.

I’ve had the pleasure of 
sharing so many of the won-
derful events that have oc-
curred in his life; some of 
them include: his first ex-
perience of feeling the Holy 
Ghost; his perfect attendance 
successes throughout his ed-
ucational pursuit, his Student 
of the Month accomplish-
ments, his sporting accom-
plishments, and recognition 
from his high school for turn-
ing in a lost wallet with over 
$200 cash in it.

My baby boy is becoming a 
man and I’m so proud of him.

The bible tells us to, “Train 
up a child in the way he 
should go; when he is old 
he will not depart from it!” 
(Proverbs 22:6). We all know 
this scripture well and be-
cause of that I would like to 
shout - “Thank you, Lord, 
God is good,” and “Blessed 
are those who praise his 
name!”

I can’t lie and tell you that 
the entire 18 years have only 
had happy days because that 

is not true but I can exclaim 
with pride that my baby boy 
has brought me so much joy.

I have told you on many 
occasions that we take the re-
ligious and educational train-
ing of both of our children 
seriously. My husband and I 
have done all that we can to 
instill in them a knowledge 
that will take them far in life. 
We prayed with them, prayed 
for them and tried to expose 
them to a world of diversity. 
God has blessed us to offer 
them so much but yet, we 
believe that they need to ac-
complish things on their own 
and they have.

I’ve shared personal tes-
timonies of God’s goodness 
through the words and works 
of my children. This week is 
my son’s week - it’s his birth-
day- but just imagine God’s 
pride in us when we share the 
news of His only begotten 
son with others every day.

Well, one way to share and 
spread the word of the Lord 
is by informing others of the 
good news that takes place at 
your house of worship.

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve as 
your personal messenger to 
share your good news. As al-
ways, we ask that you let us 
help you communicate the 
good news of our Lord.

Remember the verse that 
I often share with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salva-
tion, who say to Zion, Your 
God reigns!”

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Black women who helped 
make America great

Throughout the month of 
March, various names of 
black women who helped to 
make America great have been 
given to you. These women 
of African descent were 1) 
Hattie McDaniel, 2) Fannie 
Lou Hamer, 3) Ida B. Wells, 
4) Sojourner Truth, 5) Viv-
ian Malone Jones, 6) Harriett 
Tubman 7) Elizabeth Eckford, 
8) Mary McLeod Bethune and 
9) Oprah Winfrey.

The names of these women 
and snippets of why they de-
serve the distinction of being 
at the top of the list for Wom-
en’s History Month have been 
shared with you because of 
the work that they have done. 
Their actions have caused 
them to be admired among 
generations. Their persever-
ance and God’s guiding hand 
helped them to achieve what 
many thought was the non-
accomplishable. They are 

black women who helped to 
advance our nation under the 
most challenging of circum-
stances.

Social activist Julian Bond 
said of women during the Civ-
il Rights Movement:

“There’s a Chinese say-
ing, ‘Women hold up half 
the world.’ In the case of the 
Civil Rights Movement, it’s 
probably three-quarters of the 
world.”

And he’s right. In an Msnbc.

com article, civil rights lead-
ers from that era admit that 
women were marginalized 
within the movement. For ex-
ample, when major speeches 
took place, you seldom heard 
a female voice. The names of 
women who should be memo-
rialized will likely never be 
known.

So to those women who 
went unrecognized for their 
laborious efforts to perfect 
America, we say thank you.

This week, 
as we share 
more about, 
“The need for 
bad things to 
happen to good 
people,” we 

will examine 2 Chronicles 
20:2, 14 -27. Here we shall 
deal with only one point. 
Sometimes God permits huge 
problems for His people so 
we can get used to Him do-
ing miracles. We are about to 
look at the life of a king who 
faced a huge problem and we 
will see how he dealt with it 
and what God did as a result 
of what the king did.

Who was King Je-
hoshaphat? When I tell you 
a few things about King Je-
hoshaphat you will under-
stand why Satan raised up 
not one, but three nations 
against him. He had a zeal for 
true religion, and had firm 
faith in God. He thoroughly 
cleansed the land of idolatry 
and restored true worship 
and provided religious in-
struction for the people and 
his government prospered at 
home and abroad.

What Jehoshaphat had 
done is a clear indication 
why Satan raised idol wor-
shipping nations against him. 
He knocked a big dent in the 
satanic system. No wonder 
Satan wanted to destroy him. 
If you are not doing anything 
in God’s kingdom you won’t 
have to ever worry about Sa-
tan causing you huge prob-
lems.

Satan didn’t raise one 
nation, but three nations 
against Judah. This was a 
huge problem. But God was 
setting the stage by permit-
ting this to happen.

Dave Early, a professor at 
Liberty University and Lib-
erty Theological Seminary 
said, “When God is going 
to do something wonderful 
He begins with difficulty, 
but when God is going to 
do something very wonder-
ful He begins with a huge 
mess.”

Abraham’s wife, Sarah 
endured 90 years of the hu-
miliation of not being able to 
bear children.

Daniel was thrown into a 
lion’s den which was a big 
mess until God worked a 
miracle and locked the lion’s 
jaws so they could not bite 
Daniel.

I believe the fact that three 
nations rose up against Ju-
dah just meant that Judah 
was three times more power-
ful than them because of the 

Lord, but God permitted it so 
His people could see that He 
is able to do anything.

The people in Je-
hoshaphat’s day had heard 
about the Red Sea miracles; 
they heard about water com-
ing from a rock; they had 
heard about manna from 
heaven; but it was not some-
thing they had experienced. 
So, God wanted to get them 
used to miracles in their own 
day and He permitted a huge 
problem so He could do so.

One writer said Je-
hoshaphat had a huge prob-
lem. What was he going to 
do? To surrender meant slav-
ery and if he tried to fight 
back, that meant suicide be-
cause he was out numbered, 
but Jehoshaphat did neither. 
He didn’t try to fight im-
mediately and he certainly 
didn’t surrender. Had he sur-
rendered because of how it 
looked he would have been 
made a slave. Some church 
folk walk by sight and not 
by faith and as a result they 
are in bondage one way or 
another. 

Jehoshaphat did three 
things since he didn’t’ react 
with physical warfare.

1) Jehoshaphat prayed 
and 2) Fasted (2 Chronicles 
20:3). Keep in mind he had 
a huge problem, so, prayer, 
alone, was not enough. It 
had to be accompanied by 
fasting. If you have a larger 
than normal size problem, 
you will need to include fast-
ing with your prayers or you 
may not get an answer.

3) Jehoshaphat gathered 
the people together for cor-
porate prayer (2 Chronicles 
20:4-13). He didn’t gather 
them for a physical war, but 
rather he gathered them to do 
spiritual warfare first. The 
battle for Christians always 
starts on their knees. Here 
again, when facing a huge 
problem out of the ordinary, 
simple prayer won’t do. You 
must incorporate fasting 
along with a group of prayer 
warriors for God to move in 
your circumstances.

As a result of the three 
things that Jehoshaphat did, 
God in turn did six things.

1) As the people’s prayed 
and fasted the Spirit moved. 
“And the Spirit of the LORD 
came upon Jahaziel…” (2 
Chronicles 20:14a). Once 
again, if you have a huge 
problem, prayer alone is not 
enough, you must fast and 
get others to gather and pray 
as well. The name Jahaziel 
means “seeing God.” The 
people were able to encoun-
ter God through prayer and 

fasting.
2) The Spirit of the Lord 

encouraged them: “And 
he said, “Listen…King Je-
hoshaphat: Thus says the 
LORD to you, ‘Fear not, 
and be not dismayed at this 
great multitude; for the bat-
tle is not yours but God’s.” 
Their hearts were sad but 
when they prayed and fasted 
corporately the Holy Spirit 
entered their circumstances 
and lifted up their hearts.

Notice how verse 16 starts: 
“Tomorrow go down against 
them…” Figuratively/spiri-
tually Judah was above the 
pagan armies, because the 
Lord had raised them above 
their enemies supernaturally.

3) They got a prophetic 
word: “You will not need to 
fight in this battle; take your 
position, stand still, and see 
the victory of the Lord on 
your behalf, O Judah and 
Jerusalem. Fear not, and be 
not dismayed; tomorrow, go 
out against them, and the 
LORD will be with you.” (2 
Chronicles 20:17) The Lord 
let them know in advance 
what the outcome would be. 
The people got a move of the 
Spirit and a prophetic word 
because of corporate prayer 
and fasting. If churches are 
dead it’s because too few 
people are praying and hard-
ly any fasting takes place.

4) Spontaneous and pas-
sionate praise: Notice also 
that after corporate prayer 
and fasting, not only did the 
Spirit move and a prophetic 
word came forth, but wor-
ship emerged as well. Af-
ter the prophetic word was 
given 2 Chronicles 20:18, 
19 said, “Then Jehoshaphat 
bowed his head with his face 
to the ground, and all Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem fell down before the 
Lord, worshiping the Lord 
and the Levites, of the Ko-
hathites and the Korahites, 
stood up to praise the Lord 
with a very loud voice.”

5) Faith affirmed: “And 
they rose early in the morn-
ing and went out into the 
wilderness of Tekoa; and as 
they went out, Jehoshaphat 
stood and said, “Hear me, 
Judah and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem! Believe in the 
LORD your God, and you 
will be established; believe 
his prophets, and you will 
succeed.” (2 Chronicles 
20:20). 

When Jehoshaphat first got 
the bad news about the com-
ing attack he probably felt 
vulnerable so he sought God 
for counsel and strength. 
After corporate prayer and 

fasting the Spirit moved and 
gave them confidence to face 
their enemies. Proof that they 
had gained confidence is that 
in verse 21, Jehoshaphat had 
the choir to go ahead of the 
army singing praises as they 
made their way toward the 
battle field. They didn’t raise 
their spears, they raised their 
praise.

6) Enemies defeated: 
“When they began to sing 
and praise God, the LORD 
set a surprise attack against 
the people of Ammon, Moab, 
and Mount Seir, who had 
come against Judah; and 
they were defeated.”

Their praise set supernatu-
ral power in motion. Their 
praise convinced God to go 
ahead of them and began to 
work things out for them. If 
we learn to praise God when 
facing difficult situations 
we will release supernatural 
powers into our future.

Notice also that verse 22 
says that the nations of Am-
mon, Moab, and Mount Seir 
had come against Judah. The 
name Judah means “Praise 
the Lord.” Look at verse 22 
again. The wicked nations 
came against Judah and were 
defeated. Their enemies 
came against praise (Judah) 
and they were defeated. 
Praise has supernatural pow-
er.

God could have stopped 
Judah’s enemies before they 
got started, but He didn’t. 
Why? Perhaps God wanted 
to permit a huge and im-
possible mess so He could 
perform a miracle for His 
people in the midst of it all 
so they would learn to trust 
Him more.

God wants His people to 
get used to the idea of Him 
working miracles and the 
best way to do this is to 
permit some impossible cir-
cumstances, but in order for 
God to show what He can 
do in impossible situations, 
we must become a people of 
corporate prayer and fasting.
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Just a few 
years ago, I 
asked the ques-
tion that parents 
ask all of the 
time about their 
children and 

now I find myself asking it 
again - where does the time 
go?

My youngest child, my 
only son, has approached 
a milestone in his life - his 
18th birthday. My husband’s 
namesake, my gift from 
God, came to me on March 
28, 1996, and now here I am 
watching my miracle child 
become a man.

I’ve had the pleasure of 
sharing so many of the won-
derful events that have oc-
curred in his life; some of 
them include: his first ex-
perience of feeling the Holy 
Ghost; his perfect attendance 
successes throughout his ed-
ucational pursuit, his Student 
of the Month accomplish-
ments, his sporting accom-
plishments, and recognition 
from his high school for turn-
ing in a lost wallet with over 
$200 cash in it.

My baby boy is becoming a 
man and I’m so proud of him.

The bible tells us to, “Train 
up a child in the way he 
should go; when he is old 
he will not depart from it!” 
(Proverbs 22:6). We all know 
this scripture well and be-
cause of that I would like to 
shout - “Thank you, Lord, 
God is good,” and “Blessed 
are those who praise his 
name!”

I can’t lie and tell you that 
the entire 18 years have only 
had happy days because that 

is not true but I can exclaim 
with pride that my baby boy 
has brought me so much joy.

I have told you on many 
occasions that we take the re-
ligious and educational train-
ing of both of our children 
seriously. My husband and I 
have done all that we can to 
instill in them a knowledge 
that will take them far in life. 
We prayed with them, prayed 
for them and tried to expose 
them to a world of diversity. 
God has blessed us to offer 
them so much but yet, we 
believe that they need to ac-
complish things on their own 
and they have.

I’ve shared personal tes-
timonies of God’s goodness 
through the words and works 
of my children. This week is 
my son’s week - it’s his birth-
day- but just imagine God’s 
pride in us when we share the 
news of His only begotten 
son with others every day.

Well, one way to share and 
spread the word of the Lord 
is by informing others of the 
good news that takes place at 
your house of worship.

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve as 
your personal messenger to 
share your good news. As al-
ways, we ask that you let us 
help you communicate the 
good news of our Lord.

Remember the verse that 
I often share with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salva-
tion, who say to Zion, Your 
God reigns!”

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Black women who helped 
make America great

Throughout the month of 
March, various names of 
black women who helped to 
make America great have been 
given to you. These women 
of African descent were 1) 
Hattie McDaniel, 2) Fannie 
Lou Hamer, 3) Ida B. Wells, 
4) Sojourner Truth, 5) Viv-
ian Malone Jones, 6) Harriett 
Tubman 7) Elizabeth Eckford, 
8) Mary McLeod Bethune and 
9) Oprah Winfrey.

The names of these women 
and snippets of why they de-
serve the distinction of being 
at the top of the list for Wom-
en’s History Month have been 
shared with you because of 
the work that they have done. 
Their actions have caused 
them to be admired among 
generations. Their persever-
ance and God’s guiding hand 
helped them to achieve what 
many thought was the non-
accomplishable. They are 

black women who helped to 
advance our nation under the 
most challenging of circum-
stances.

Social activist Julian Bond 
said of women during the Civ-
il Rights Movement:

“There’s a Chinese say-
ing, ‘Women hold up half 
the world.’ In the case of the 
Civil Rights Movement, it’s 
probably three-quarters of the 
world.”

And he’s right. In an Msnbc.

com article, civil rights lead-
ers from that era admit that 
women were marginalized 
within the movement. For ex-
ample, when major speeches 
took place, you seldom heard 
a female voice. The names of 
women who should be memo-
rialized will likely never be 
known.

So to those women who 
went unrecognized for their 
laborious efforts to perfect 
America, we say thank you.

This week, 
as we share 
more about, 
“The need for 
bad things to 
happen to good 
people,” we 

will examine 2 Chronicles 
20:2, 14 -27. Here we shall 
deal with only one point. 
Sometimes God permits huge 
problems for His people so 
we can get used to Him do-
ing miracles. We are about to 
look at the life of a king who 
faced a huge problem and we 
will see how he dealt with it 
and what God did as a result 
of what the king did.

Who was King Je-
hoshaphat? When I tell you 
a few things about King Je-
hoshaphat you will under-
stand why Satan raised up 
not one, but three nations 
against him. He had a zeal for 
true religion, and had firm 
faith in God. He thoroughly 
cleansed the land of idolatry 
and restored true worship 
and provided religious in-
struction for the people and 
his government prospered at 
home and abroad.

What Jehoshaphat had 
done is a clear indication 
why Satan raised idol wor-
shipping nations against him. 
He knocked a big dent in the 
satanic system. No wonder 
Satan wanted to destroy him. 
If you are not doing anything 
in God’s kingdom you won’t 
have to ever worry about Sa-
tan causing you huge prob-
lems.

Satan didn’t raise one 
nation, but three nations 
against Judah. This was a 
huge problem. But God was 
setting the stage by permit-
ting this to happen.

Dave Early, a professor at 
Liberty University and Lib-
erty Theological Seminary 
said, “When God is going 
to do something wonderful 
He begins with difficulty, 
but when God is going to 
do something very wonder-
ful He begins with a huge 
mess.”

Abraham’s wife, Sarah 
endured 90 years of the hu-
miliation of not being able to 
bear children.

Daniel was thrown into a 
lion’s den which was a big 
mess until God worked a 
miracle and locked the lion’s 
jaws so they could not bite 
Daniel.

I believe the fact that three 
nations rose up against Ju-
dah just meant that Judah 
was three times more power-
ful than them because of the 

Lord, but God permitted it so 
His people could see that He 
is able to do anything.

The people in Je-
hoshaphat’s day had heard 
about the Red Sea miracles; 
they heard about water com-
ing from a rock; they had 
heard about manna from 
heaven; but it was not some-
thing they had experienced. 
So, God wanted to get them 
used to miracles in their own 
day and He permitted a huge 
problem so He could do so.

One writer said Je-
hoshaphat had a huge prob-
lem. What was he going to 
do? To surrender meant slav-
ery and if he tried to fight 
back, that meant suicide be-
cause he was out numbered, 
but Jehoshaphat did neither. 
He didn’t try to fight im-
mediately and he certainly 
didn’t surrender. Had he sur-
rendered because of how it 
looked he would have been 
made a slave. Some church 
folk walk by sight and not 
by faith and as a result they 
are in bondage one way or 
another. 

Jehoshaphat did three 
things since he didn’t’ react 
with physical warfare.

1) Jehoshaphat prayed 
and 2) Fasted (2 Chronicles 
20:3). Keep in mind he had 
a huge problem, so, prayer, 
alone, was not enough. It 
had to be accompanied by 
fasting. If you have a larger 
than normal size problem, 
you will need to include fast-
ing with your prayers or you 
may not get an answer.

3) Jehoshaphat gathered 
the people together for cor-
porate prayer (2 Chronicles 
20:4-13). He didn’t gather 
them for a physical war, but 
rather he gathered them to do 
spiritual warfare first. The 
battle for Christians always 
starts on their knees. Here 
again, when facing a huge 
problem out of the ordinary, 
simple prayer won’t do. You 
must incorporate fasting 
along with a group of prayer 
warriors for God to move in 
your circumstances.

As a result of the three 
things that Jehoshaphat did, 
God in turn did six things.

1) As the people’s prayed 
and fasted the Spirit moved. 
“And the Spirit of the LORD 
came upon Jahaziel…” (2 
Chronicles 20:14a). Once 
again, if you have a huge 
problem, prayer alone is not 
enough, you must fast and 
get others to gather and pray 
as well. The name Jahaziel 
means “seeing God.” The 
people were able to encoun-
ter God through prayer and 

fasting.
2) The Spirit of the Lord 

encouraged them: “And 
he said, “Listen…King Je-
hoshaphat: Thus says the 
LORD to you, ‘Fear not, 
and be not dismayed at this 
great multitude; for the bat-
tle is not yours but God’s.” 
Their hearts were sad but 
when they prayed and fasted 
corporately the Holy Spirit 
entered their circumstances 
and lifted up their hearts.

Notice how verse 16 starts: 
“Tomorrow go down against 
them…” Figuratively/spiri-
tually Judah was above the 
pagan armies, because the 
Lord had raised them above 
their enemies supernaturally.

3) They got a prophetic 
word: “You will not need to 
fight in this battle; take your 
position, stand still, and see 
the victory of the Lord on 
your behalf, O Judah and 
Jerusalem. Fear not, and be 
not dismayed; tomorrow, go 
out against them, and the 
LORD will be with you.” (2 
Chronicles 20:17) The Lord 
let them know in advance 
what the outcome would be. 
The people got a move of the 
Spirit and a prophetic word 
because of corporate prayer 
and fasting. If churches are 
dead it’s because too few 
people are praying and hard-
ly any fasting takes place.

4) Spontaneous and pas-
sionate praise: Notice also 
that after corporate prayer 
and fasting, not only did the 
Spirit move and a prophetic 
word came forth, but wor-
ship emerged as well. Af-
ter the prophetic word was 
given 2 Chronicles 20:18, 
19 said, “Then Jehoshaphat 
bowed his head with his face 
to the ground, and all Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem fell down before the 
Lord, worshiping the Lord 
and the Levites, of the Ko-
hathites and the Korahites, 
stood up to praise the Lord 
with a very loud voice.”

5) Faith affirmed: “And 
they rose early in the morn-
ing and went out into the 
wilderness of Tekoa; and as 
they went out, Jehoshaphat 
stood and said, “Hear me, 
Judah and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem! Believe in the 
LORD your God, and you 
will be established; believe 
his prophets, and you will 
succeed.” (2 Chronicles 
20:20). 

When Jehoshaphat first got 
the bad news about the com-
ing attack he probably felt 
vulnerable so he sought God 
for counsel and strength. 
After corporate prayer and 

fasting the Spirit moved and 
gave them confidence to face 
their enemies. Proof that they 
had gained confidence is that 
in verse 21, Jehoshaphat had 
the choir to go ahead of the 
army singing praises as they 
made their way toward the 
battle field. They didn’t raise 
their spears, they raised their 
praise.

6) Enemies defeated: 
“When they began to sing 
and praise God, the LORD 
set a surprise attack against 
the people of Ammon, Moab, 
and Mount Seir, who had 
come against Judah; and 
they were defeated.”

Their praise set supernatu-
ral power in motion. Their 
praise convinced God to go 
ahead of them and began to 
work things out for them. If 
we learn to praise God when 
facing difficult situations 
we will release supernatural 
powers into our future.

Notice also that verse 22 
says that the nations of Am-
mon, Moab, and Mount Seir 
had come against Judah. The 
name Judah means “Praise 
the Lord.” Look at verse 22 
again. The wicked nations 
came against Judah and were 
defeated. Their enemies 
came against praise (Judah) 
and they were defeated. 
Praise has supernatural pow-
er.

God could have stopped 
Judah’s enemies before they 
got started, but He didn’t. 
Why? Perhaps God wanted 
to permit a huge and im-
possible mess so He could 
perform a miracle for His 
people in the midst of it all 
so they would learn to trust 
Him more.

God wants His people to 
get used to the idea of Him 
working miracles and the 
best way to do this is to 
permit some impossible cir-
cumstances, but in order for 
God to show what He can 
do in impossible situations, 
we must become a people of 
corporate prayer and fasting.
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March every year is Women’s 
History Month and according to a 
report, Women of Tomorrow, done 
by Nielsen, women across gen-
erations and from developed and 
emerging economies believe their 
roles are changing, and they are 
changing for the better.

Women control the majority of 
purchasing decisions in a house-
hold and their influence is grow-
ing. Women across the world are 
expanding beyond traditional roles 
to influence decisions in the home, 
in business and in politics. The bot-
tom line is women have become 
leaders in every sense of the word.

Leadership can be a very lonely 
place and a very lonely experience. 
Nevertheless, those who seek to 
make their mark in this world must 
become a leader at some point in 
their lives - that is if they hope to 
leave a meaningful legacy. Lead-
ers don’t wait for approval; leaders 
don’t wait for acceptance; leaders 
don’t wait for praise; leaders lead 
… period.

Sadly, when it comes to women 
and the leadership mantle they 
undertake, there is a stigma that is 
often placed on them that several 
women are seeking to dismantle, 
one woman at a time.

There is a new campaign that 
was launched by Facebook COO 
and “Lean In” author, Sheryl Sand-
berg. In conjunction with former 
Secretary of State, Condoleezza 
Rice and Girl Scouts USA CEO, 
Anna Maria Chávez, the “Ban 
Bossy” campaign was created to 
deal with the negative stigma at-
tributed to women that they are 
“bossy” when in fact they are just 
great leaders and are growing ex-
ponentially.

There is a website that provides 
tips for parents, kids, teachers and 
managers to build young female 
leaders. Celebrities like Beyonce, 
Jennifer Garner and Jane Lynch 
have come on board as well to do a 
Lifetime PSA to place a major em-
phasis on banning negative words 
like “bossy” that keep girls from 
becoming leaders.

Sandberg said, “When a little 
boy asserts himself, he’s called a 
‘leader.’ Yet when a little girl does 
the same, she risks being branded 
‘bossy.’ Words like bossy send a 
message: don’t raise your hand or 
speak up. By middle school, girls 
are less interested in leading than 
boys - a trend that continues into 
adulthood. Together we can en-
courage girls to lead.”

In the PSA, Beyonce noted that 

by middle school, “… Girls are less 
interested in leadership than boys,” 
because they are afraid of being la-
beled. Beyonce goes on to encour-
age all young girls by saying, “Be 
brave, be you. I’m not bossy, I’m 
the boss.”

Many times in leadership roles, 
women are often thrust into situ-
ations that require them to go be-
yond the typical stereotype that 
women get about being soft or un-
able to make tough decisions.

“We call girls bossy on the 
playground,” Sandberg told ABC 
News. “We call them too ag-
gressive or other B-words in the 
workplace. They’re bossy as little 
girls, and then they’re aggressive, 
political, shrill, too ambitious as 
women.”

There are so many powerful sto-
ries of African American women 
who have overcome challenges 
and have risen in the ranks to be-
come some of the most influential 
leaders of our time.

One such story is that of an Af-
rican American woman - Ursula 
Burns - raised by a single mother 
in a New York city housing project, 
who broke the glass ceiling to be-
come the chairwoman and CEO of 
Xerox in 2009.

Burns is the first African Ameri-
can woman CEO to head a Fortune 
500 company and in 2009, Forbes 
rated Burns the 14th most power-
ful woman in the world. There are 
so many other countless stories like 
hers that are told and some that are 
never told.

“If you look at the world, wom-
en do 66 percent of the work in the 
world,” said Sandberg. “Women 
produce 50 percent of the food. 
Women make 10 percent of the in-
come and women own one percent 
of the property. 

“We are 50 percent of the popu-
lation. We are five percent of the 
Fortune 500 CEOs. We are 17 
percent of the board seats. We are 
19 percent in Congress. That’s not 
enough for 50 percent of the popu-
lation. We live in a world that is 
overwhelmingly run and owned by 
men.”

The confidence gap starts early. 
Between elementary and high 
school, girls’ self-esteem drops 3.5 
times more than boys.’ Girls are 
twice as likely as boys to worry that 
leadership roles will make them 
seem “bossy.” Girls get less airtime 
in class. They are called on less and 
interrupted more.

Women make 77 cents for ev-
ery dollar a man makes; a pay gap 
exists even the first year out of 
college and continues through a 
woman’s life. The poverty rate for 

women is 14.5 percent, which is 
the highest amongst women in two 
decades. On top of that, the more 
educational success that a woman 
achieves, the higher the pay dispar-
ity compared to men. 

Women-owned businesses con-
tinue to lag behind men-women 
business, with the average revenue 
of women-owned businesses be-
ing only 27 percent of the average 
revenue of men-owned businesses. 
These are glaring inequities that 
need to be addressed. 

However, in the midst of this 
inequity, women continue to shine 
and make tremendous strides. 
Women, in many cases, are similar 
to superheroes. Even in their most 
challenging moments and lowest 
times, they are always able to over-
come, prevail and save the day.

Superheroes are so inspirational 
because they are almost always 
faced with seemingly insurmount-
able challenges and usually have to 
deal with villainous characters or 
an arch-enemy, who is seeking to 
destroy them and others.

Superheroes step up to the plate, 
regardless of whether they’re 
called upon or whether they see the 
danger on their own; they simply 
“lead.”

Even when they feel like walk-
ing away, quitting or giving up, 
superheroes continue to lead. Even 
when they are treated unfairly and 
vilified by the very people they are 
seeking to protect and save, super-
heroes continue to lead.

Whether they want to accept that 
role or not, the world would not 
function the same and others would 
suffer if they rejected their leader-
ship responsibility and obligation. 

There is not much difference be-
tween a superhero and many of the 
women of today, with the excep-
tion of them not having real super 
powers. Although many would ar-
gue that the women of today have 
to have super powers to be able to 
do the miraculous things they do.
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I must admit, 
being a single fa-
ther of two black 
boys isn’t easy, es-
pecially since my 
wife passed away 
12 years ago. From 

breaking up fights, to discussing col-
lege and career choices, I’ve learned 
that being a good father means more 
than just “being there.”

Decisions are made, things hap-
pen, but despite the inevitable bumps 
in the road of parenthood, I am al-
ways proud to see how my two sons 
have grown into bright young men.

Recently, you have heard lots 
about President Obama’s laudable 
effort to ensure bright futures for 
America’s young men of color. We 
agree it makes sense to use his bully 
pulpit to highlight the challenges 
faced by black and Latino males 
and to galvanize solution providers 
around a common work plan.

What makes a lot less sense to us 
is how - in the face of dwindling con-
tract awards to black-owned busi-
nesses - we are to remain hopeful 
that equitable opportunity is within 
the grasp of black businesses.

For sure, there is lots of happy talk 
in the president’s proposed budget 
about commitments to SBA loan 
guarantees, certified development 
companies (CDCs), small business 
investment companies (SBICs), mil-
lions to infrastructure rehab and sur-
face transportation projects, millions 
to the Minority Business Develop-
ment Agency for technical assistance 
and money for expansion of Promise 
Zones designed to focus federal re-
sources in targeted areas, both urban 
and rural.

Against the backdrop of these 
huge outlays across education, 
healthcare/social services, infrastruc-
ture and transportation, let’s suppose 

that the targeted young black and La-
tino males successfully scale all the 
hurdles facing them - that they grad-
uate from high school, matriculate to 
a community college, four-year insti-
tution or trade school and set out to 
pursue their career aspirations. What 
awaits them?

Shrinking federal contract awards 
to black and Hispanic-owned busi-
nesses seem to preclude any opportu-
nity at supplying their goods/services 
to government agencies. Kauffman 
Foundation researcher Alicia Robb, 
said in her study of SBA lending 
that minority borrowers are “turning 
to mainstream lenders less because 
they have a fear of denial, which is 
warranted.”

So it appears that even commit-
ments of loan guarantees won’t be 
enough to open access to capital. 
Tuition costs are skyrocketing while 
low-income students face cuts in 
the availability of tuition assistance. 
Therefore, repayment without im-
proved employment/entrepreneurial 
prospects will exacerbate the chal-
lenge.

To compound matters, within 
minutes of President Obama’s an-
nouncement, his political opponents 
cranked up their “anti-anything-
Obama” screed and pronounced 
“My Brother’s Keeper” not only so-
cialist, but racist, as well. While the 
program is decidedly neither, it may 
serve to distract from more immedi-
ate, short term fixes.

Growing businesses need employ-
ees. Black (and brown) businesses, 
given access to the tools that fuel 
expansion, are far more likely to 
extend job opportunities to young 
minority males. Hence, it makes at 
least as much sense to expend effort 
to ensure that federal, state and local 
contracts are awarded fairly. And, as 
always, we will contend that healthy, 
growing, vibrant black-owned busi-
nesses are the best cure for black un-

employment.
Among the more hopeful signs of 

support for “My Brother’s Keeper” 
is the announcement from ‘The Op-
portunity Finance Network (OFN)’. 
OFN, which represents more than 
225 community development fi-
nancial institutions, will pledge $1 
billion to expand financing for orga-
nizations and initiatives working to 
help young minority men.

While Opportunity Finance Net-
work CEO Mark Pinsky has yet to 
define how his organization will al-
locate dollars raised from network 
members, we will engage his orga-
nization to encourage more business 
lending rather than program develop-
ment.

There absolutely is room in the 
national marketplace for a program 
such as “My Brother’s Keeper.” The 
challenges faced by young, ethnic 
minority males are well documented. 
The futures of these young men - and 
the future well-being of the nation - 
deserve the kind of focused solution-
searching described in the blueprint 
for the effort.

In the meantime, black business 
owners - males and females - face 
the daunting task of building and 
sustaining enterprises without the 
safety net implicit in “My Brother’s 
Keeper.”

If we, as a nation, continue to fall 
short of fostering the healthy eco-
nomic environment that we know is 
essential to long-term prosperity for 
all Americans, then the work of “My 
Brother’s Keeper” shall be in vain.

Let’s put our actions - and dollars 
- where our economic futures are, for 
James 1:22 (KJV) says, “But be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own selves.”

Ron Busby Sr. is president and 
CEO of U.S. Black Chambers, Inc. 
For more information about the 
U.S. Black Chambers, go to www.
usblackchamber.org/

OPINION

“I’m not ‘bossy’…, 
I am the boss”

As we leave Women’s History Month, remember: 

By Jeffrey L. Boney 
Special from The Houston 
Forward Times

“We cannot 
seek achievement 
for ourselves and 
forget about prog-
ress and prosper-
ity for our com-
m u n i t y … O u r 

ambitions must be broad enough 
to include the aspirations and 
needs of others, for their sakes and 
for our own.”  ~ Cesar Chavez

While it is commonly thought 
that the Civil Rights Movement of 
the 1960s was by, of, and exclu-
sively for the benefit of African 
Americans, the life and legacy of 
Cesar Chavez remind us of how 
much it touched the lives of our 
Hispanic brothers and sisters and 
oppressed people everywhere.

A Mexican-American who was 
born March 31, 1927 on a farm 
near Yuma, Arizona, Chavez and 
his family moved to California in 

1938 to eke out a living like thou-
sands of other overworked and 
underpaid migrant farm workers 
in his community.

But rather than tolerate the dai-
ly injustices heaped upon them, 
which also included forced child 
labor, sexual harassment of wom-
en workers and the use of pesti-
cides harmful to both workers and 
consumers, Chavez devoted his 
life to organizing and improving 
the lives of migrant workers.

In 1962, he and Delores Huer-
ta co-founded the United Farm 
Workers Union. Inspired by the 
non-violent examples of Mahat-
ma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., Chavez embraced the 
philosophy of non-violent pro-
test and employed such tactics 
as marches, boycotts and hun-
ger strikes to garner mainstream 
support for the rights of migrant 
workers.

In 1968, he fasted for 25 days 

for better wages and working con-
ditions in the fields of California’s 
San Joaquin Valley.

Upon ending that strike by 
breaking bread with Senator Rob-
ert Kennedy, Chavez addressed 
his supporters, saying, “We are 
gathered here today, not so much 
to observe the end of the fast, but 
because we are a family bound 
together in a common struggle 
for justice. We are a union family 
celebrating our unity and the non-
violent nature of our movement.”

Chavez’s work and sacrifice in-
spired millions of people around 
the world, including Dr. King and 
National Urban League President 
Whitney M. Young, Jr. In 1969, 
towards the end of a five-year 
strike and boycott for the rights 
of Mexican and Filipino grape 
workers, Young met with Chavez 
and his supporters in Delano, Ca-
lif.

Young was moved to write a 

To Be Equal column in which he 
said, “I was inspired by their spirit 
and their faith in the face of the 
odds against them.” He added, 
“Labor, by organizing the poor 
and the friendless, can help end 
poverty by protecting low-wage 
workers, and it can give the lie to 
those who happily proclaim the 
selfishness and prejudice of some 
unions.”

Cesar Chavez died April 
23, 1993. Following Whitney 
Young’s example, subsequent 
National Urban League leaders, 
me included, have continued to 
work in solidarity with the goals 
of the United Farm Workers and 
numerous other Latino civil rights 
organizations.

I spoke at the National Coun-
cil of La Raza conference last 
summer and attended part of the 
League of United Latin American 
Citizens (LULAC) conference 
last month. We are all united in 

many of our struggles, especially 
the fight to end income inequality 
and poverty.

As an iconic labor leader 
and anti-poverty activist, Cesar 
Chavez would have likely also 
been an enthusiastic supporter of 
the National Urban League’s cur-
rent petition to raise the minimum 
wage and all of our work for jobs 
with living wages and fair ben-
efits.

President Obama has pro-
claimed Chavez’s birthday, 
March 31, as Cesar Chavez Day 
“to remember a man who made 
justice his life calling.” We be-
lieve that the best way to honor 
Chavez’s legacy is through ser-
vice and a renewed commitment 
to end income inequality and pov-
erty. Congress can do its part by 
raising the minimum wage now.

To sign the National Urban 
League’s Raise the Minimum 
Wage petition, visit nul.org - and 

do your part to help put millions 
of Americans on a path to a bet-
ter life.

Marc H. Morial, former may-
or of New Orleans, is president 
and CEO of the National Urban 
League.

Why ‘Cesar Chavez Day’ calls on us to unite 

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Jesus at CPAC
By Chuck Siler, Carrollton, TX, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com

W o m e n ’ s  H i s t o r y  m o n t H  s a l u t e …

By Ron Busby
NNPA Columnist

By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist

My sons’ keeper



CITY OF JACKSON AUCTION 
Lost, stolen, abandoned and misplaced motor vehicles and equipment

Saturday, April 5, 2014 at 9:00 AM • 4225 Michael Avalon St, Jackson, MS
Vehicles
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Equipment
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Gray baby car seat

BUICK RENDEZVOUZ
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Cosco Car seat
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Jackson convention complex

SMG,  manager  of  the Jackson Convention Complex,  has issued a 
Request for Quote (RFQ) for Way Finding Signage (Phase 2)

For more information and instructions on how to respond, please visit 
http://jacksonconventioncomplex.com/about/business/ .

03/20/2014, 03/27/2014 

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

DEparTmEnT OF FinancE anD aDminisTraTiOn
BUrEaU OF BUilDing, grOUnDs anD

rEal prOpErTY managEmEnT
JacksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, 
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 04/24/2014 , for:

 RE:   GS# 343-109 Coliseum Improvements 
           Fair Commission (Department of Agriculture and Commerce)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract docu-
ments may be obtained from:

 Professional: Wier Boerner Architecture, PLLC 
 Address:     2906 North State Street, Suite 106
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-321-9107

A deposit of $125.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of 
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to 
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and 
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

03/27/2014, 04/3/2014 

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

rE-aDVErTismEnT FOr BiDs
nOTicE TO cOnTracTOrs

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi until 3:30 
P.M., local time, April 29, 2014 at Jackson City Hall, for the South Street 
Bridge Replacement Project, City Project No. 9AA4500-905.

The entire projects must be completed within 120 calendar days. The contract 
will be subjected to liquidated damages in the amount of five hundred dollars 
($500.00) per calendar day for each consecutive calendar day in which the 
contract time is exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in pub-
lic contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an equal 
business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a precon-
dition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply 
with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from 
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jack-
son’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact Pam Confer in the 
office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1638. Copies of the ordinance, 
EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are available at 200 South 
President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifications, and Contract Documents may be 
procured from the IMS Engineers, P.A. (126 E Amite Street, Jackson, MS 
39201) upon payment of $100.00 dollars, which will not be refunded. Please 
contact Mr. Bernard LeBlanc, P.E., at (601) 968-9194 for directions or any 
additional information for procurement of plans and specifications. The Stan-
dard Specifications adopted by the City Council may be procured from the 
Department of Public Works, if desired upon payment of $5.00 dollars for 
each specification. A copy of the Mississippi Standard of Specifications for 
State Aid Road and Bridge Construction can be obtained from the State Aid 

website: http://www.msstateaidroads.us.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on April 8, 2014 at 3:00 P.M. local time, in 
the 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontractors, 
and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of 
responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establish-
ing its classification as to the value and type of construction on which it is 
authorized to bid. Each bidder must deposit with its proposal, a bid bond or 
certified check in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid for the 
work, payable to the City of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond 
each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount 
awarded. Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Per-
formance Bonds must file with each bond a certified and effective dated copy 
of their power of attorney.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City 
of Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each 
bidder shall write its certificate of responsibility number on the outside of the 
sealed envelope containing its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any and all informalities

Willie Bell Jr.            Kwame Kenyatta Terry Williamson
Interim Director,            Deputy CAO  Legal Counsel
Department of Public Works
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aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

nOTicE TO BiDDErs
city of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must 
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, April 22, 2014, at which time said bids will 
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City 
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

40515-042214 Twelve-month supply of Diesel Fuel and regular Unleaded gasoline
75078-042214 Twenty-Four month supply of clay gravel and Wash gravel
34056-042214 Twenty-Four month supply of Various size Hoses

BiDs arE nOW aVailaBlE aT WWW.JacksOnms.gOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, 
Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifica-
tions are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill 
No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City 
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible 
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the 
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordi-
nance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with 
the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or 
part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. 
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

03/27/2014, 04/3/2014 



AUCTION - 16 PICKWICK PROPER-
TIES. Cabins, Waterfront Lots, Golf
Course Lots, 124 Acre Farm. Plus 31’ Sea
Ray Boat! SOME SELLING ABSOLUTE!
4/5/13, Freddy T’s. 901-ROEBUCK. roe-
buckauctions.com

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. CALL
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 866-
367-2510.

UNLIMITED INCOME! Electronic
Payment Sales. Expanding Market With
Opportunity for Advancement. Earn a
Minimum of $1,500/week. Great
Benefits. Advance Commission. Free
Leads. Multiple Products. 1-800-960-
2550.

ACE  TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING With
A Difference! Job Placement Assistance.
Day, Night and Refresher Courses. Train
in MS. Call 888-430-4223.
BUSY SEASON FOR TRUCKING.
START YOUR DRIVING CAREER
NOW! CDL Truck Driving Classes Start
Biweekly. Jobs Available. Call SEC
Training Centers. 1-877-285-8621 c-
671.

DRIVER - CDL/A
LOOKING FOR A CAREER WITH

HIGHER EARNINGS POTENTIAL?
No out-of-pocket tuition cost!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days,
and start driving with KLLM!

• Top Notch Training Equipment
• Competitive Training Pay

Upon Graduation
• Career Advancement

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllm.com
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
EOE.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED
NOW AT STEVENS TRANSPORT. Earn
$800/week. Local CDL Training. NO
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Be Trained and
Based Locally. 1-800-336-7364.

LOOKING FOR TANNING BEDS,
Tanning Lamps, Tanning Lotions? Lowest
Prices GUARANTEED! Call Now 601-
317-1123 or 1-800-441-4708.
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months). Find Out
How To SAVE Up to 50% Today! Ask
About Same Day Installation! CALL 1-
800-319-2526.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 

NEW AND USED STAIR LIFT ELEVA-
TORS. New scooters starting at $799.
Warranty with service. Elrod Mobility. 25-
year old company, A+ rating with BBB.
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 0 6 5 8 .
www.myelrodmobility.com

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s

A u c t i o n s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of March 23, 2014

 - Driver pay .37 cpm for Van Division 
   and .40 cpm for Flatbed
 - Sign on BONUS  - Referral Pay
 - 1 day home for every 6 days out
 - Rider and Pet Policy

Apply ONLINE at 
www.woodfi eldinc.com

or CALL Recruiter: 800-501-6020 x13

Make 
OUR Home 

YOUR 
Home! 

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

THERE IS A
BETTER WAY!
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WOMEN:
Did you develop Diabetes

after taking LIPITOR?

As reported by
CBS News and USA Today:

Lipitor Linked to
Diabetes in Women

YOU MAY HAVE A CLAIM. CALL TODAY:

1-888-252-5084
info@langstonlott.com

Langston & Lott, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Paid for by Langston & Lott, P.A.
100 South Main Street
Booneville, MS 38829

Additional information about our firm may also be obtained by 
contacting the Mississippi Bar Association at (601) 948-0568.
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Paid for by Langston & Lott, P.A.
100 South Main Street
Booneville, MS 38829

Additional information about our firm may also be obtained by 
contacting the Mississippi Bar Association at (601) 948-0568.
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Satellite TV Difference

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper 

or iPad mini offer

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, 
features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is 
subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
$10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer 
value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

YOU Choose The Deal!

 NO Contracts.
 NO Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper 

or iPad mini offer

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, 
features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is 
subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
$10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer 
value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

YOU Choose The Deal!

 NO Contracts.
 NO Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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Book Review:
“The whiTe house foR kids: 
A hisToRy of A home, office, 
And nATionAl symBol”
BykATheRine l. house 
  c. 2014, chicAgo Review PRess   
   $16.95 / $18.95 cAnAdA  •  139 PAges

Your parents grumble a lot 
about politics. They don’t like 
who’s in charge of certain de-
partments. They’re upset about 
laws and regulations, and they 
worry about taxes and the econ-
omy. You want to be a good citi-
zen, too, so you remind them to 
vote.

If you lived in the White 
House, you’d change those 
things your parents grumble 
about. And in the new book, 
“The White House for Kids” by 
Katherine L. House, you’ll see 
what it’s like at 1600 Pennsyl-
vania Avenue.

Throughout the 238-year his-
tory of the U.S. presidency, a lot 
of people have called the White 
House home - and they usually 
brought their kids along, too.

Our second President, John 
Adams, was the first to live at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

when he and his wife Abi-
gail moved into the unfinished 
building.

Later, Thomas Jefferson add-
ed East and West wings; John 
Quincy Adams planted gardens; 
central heating was added in 
the Van Buren era; a telephone 
was installed during the Hayes 
administration; and in the late 
1940s, the entire White House 
was renovated down to the 
ground.

But what’s it like to be a kid 
in the White House? It’s inter-
esting, that’s for sure.

One day, when the Cleve-
lands’ nurse took their baby out 
for fresh air, people crowded 
around to “kiss and pet Ruth.” 
Ruth’s mom wasn’t happy, and 
closed the White House gates.

Susan Ford’s senior prom was 
held in the White House (with 
permission from dad, but not 
with taxpayer dollars). Malia 
and Sasha Obama have chores 

to do around the (White) House. 
And then there’s the fun. First 

Kid Quentin Roosevelt was a 
mischief-maker and once shot 
spitballs at a hallway portrait of 
Andrew Jackson. Quentin’s fa-
ther, President Theodore Roos-
evelt, got Quentin out of bed to 
clean things up.

Tad Lincoln had a “fort” on 
the roof of the White House. 
Alice Roosevelt had a pet snake 
named Emily Spinach.

Charlie Taft’s hand-me-down 
clothes went to the children of 
White House employees.

Amy Carter had a treehouse 
that her father designed.

And LBJ’s daughter, Lyn-
da Johnson, came up with a 
“unique solution to avoid atten-
tion”: she wore a disguise.

There’s a lot to like about 
“The White House for Kids.” 
But then, there’s much to grit 
your teeth over, too.

Kids who are interested in our 

President’s home will learn 
plenty here. Author Katherine 
L. House shares tales from 
many generations of First 
Kids, as well as the good and 
bad of White House life.

She offers photos, history 
of the building, and a broad 
overview of the important 
things that happened there.

On the flipside, I found er-
rors in this book, and lengthy 
sections on government that 
were too off-topic. I also 
thought that the “Activities” 
here were, to borrow a phrase 
from its target audience, lame.

And yet, I can’t get over the 
kid-friendliness of this book, 
or the plethora of photos, or 
the abundance of sidebars, 
and I think children will like 
it.

For curious 10-to-15-year-
olds, “The White House for 
Kids” is a book they’ll elect 
to read.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Spiked
2. Fruit
3. Holy cup
4. Opposed
5. Domain
6. American Cancer Society (abbr.)
7. Stir
8. Island
9. Soup
15. Twelve
19. Sign language
21. Coffee shop order
23. Fertile desert area
24. Hilarity
25. Get up
26. Organization concerned with 
civil liberties (abbr.)
27. Snack food
28. Fee
30. Coin
32. Roman three

ACROSS 
1. Fall behind
4. Barrier for defense
10. Spr.. month
11. Free (2 wds.)
12. Accountant
13. Disarrange
14. Medicinal drink
16. Stitch
17. Restaurant
18. Sodium (abbr.)
20. Ego’s partner
22. Bod
26. Feign
29. Custard filled pastry
31. Select
33. __ Lanka
34. Cat mystery writer Braun
35. __ A Small World...
36. Elevate
37. That girl

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Woody Allen

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

A complicated project will come to
fruition this week.

Uncertainty and shifting grounds may
mark the day's outcome.

Confidence may retreat in the face of a
challenge this week.

Confrontation is the wrong game to play
but pulling away entirely is equally
unsuitable today.

Take compromise seriously today and
your resulting situation may improve.

You are very ambitious for recognition
and advancement all this week.

New romantic interests are of primary
concern during this weekend.

Bear in mind that your ability to work hard
will be respected by your peers this week.

The end result of how you treat others this
week will have long-lasting benefits.

This week an influential person may be of
assistance to your success.

Seemingly small changes have a way of
turning into something big this week.

Romance, money, and health could
become the focus for this weekend.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
geT youR cuRRenT news online AT:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 18)
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Jets QB Michael Vick 
to give up #7 out of 
respect for Geno Smith

LA Lakers’ Nick Young’s 
home robbed while he 
played game against Orlando

NfL to start penalizing 
goal post dunks

Michael Vick said he will 
not lobby to keep No. 7 on 
his jersey with his new team 
the New York Jets - and said 
it’s all out of respect for their 
current quarterback Geno 
Smith, reported TMZ.

Vick has worn No. 7 from 
high school to Virginia Tech 
and on both NFL teams he’s 
played for - the Atlanta Fal-
cons and Philadelphia Ea-
gles. But the athlete said, “I 
want to pick a new number 
for the Jets, No. 7 is Geno’s 
number.”

Sources close to Vick said 
he has a lot of respect for 
the younger QB and doesn’t 
want any drama that could 

possibly divide the team. 
He believes giving up No. 7 
shows that he’s a mature and 
capable leader.

Vick said he hasn’t decided 
which number he’ll rock for 
Gang Green, but said, “I am 
open to suggestions.”

Poor Nick Young.
Burglars struck his place 

and robbed him while he was 
playing for the LA Lakers.

Young came back to a bro-
ken home … a broken INTO 
home, that is. And now law 
enforcement is investigating 
the crime.

“I walked in and saw draw-
ers open, clothes all over the 
floor. I know I didn’t leave my 
place like that,” Young said to 
the Los Angeles Times. “Then 
I looked at the window and 
it was broken. Glass all over 
the floor. That’s when I knew 
someone had gotten in there.”

He had $100,000 worth of 
goods stolen from his home.

If stolen jewelry, clothes, 
luggage and Nike Air Yeezy 
shoes, valued at several thou-
sand dollars a pair wasn’t irri-
tating enough -  although he’s 
a celebrity - he had hours be-
fore the police arrived.

“The police didn’t come un-
til, like 4 or 5 [a.m.] I called 
them at 2,” Young said.

Young, of course, feels vul-
nerable now. And he believes 
the crime was organized.

He had to stay in a hotel af-

ter the Sunday night crime.
“I think they knew that I 

had a game that day,” Young 
said. “I think they scoped 
it out a little bit. Obviously 
they knew nobody was in the 
house and they knew we had 
a game, so they came at the 
right time.”

Nevertheless, he can’t be-
lieve whoever it is came for 

him - while he was doing his 
job.

Young - nicknamed Swag-
ger P - has had a breakout sea-
son with the Lakers. He’s a fan 
favorite - averaging 17 points 
in 28.6 minutes per game, ac-
cording to USA Today.

“I was just shocked they 
tried to get ‘Swaggy,’” Young 
said.

NFL stars who celebrate 
touchdowns by dunking the ball 
over the goal post will be slapped 
with a penalty for excessive cel-
ebration beginning next season.

Dean Blandino, the league’s 
vice president of officiating, con-
firmed the rule change on “The 
Dan Patrick Show” Tuesday, 
saying dunking the ball over the 
crossbar will now be considered 
a foul along with other touch-
down celebrations that involve 
props.

Previously, dunks were grand-
fathered in as a legal celebration, 

along with the 
Lambeau Leap.

“We grand-
fathered in some, the Lambeau 
Leap and things like that, but 
dunking will come out,” Blandi-
no said, according to NFL.com. 
“Using the ball as a prop or any 
object as a prop, whether that’s 
the goalpost, the crossbar, that 
will come out and that will be a 
foul next season.”

New Orleans Saints tight end 
Jimmy Graham will likely have 
the toughest time adapting to the 
new rule, and likely inspired its 
creation. Twice in his career, his 

celebratory dunks have knocked 
the uprights off balance. Last 
season in Atlanta, a Thursday 
night game had to be delayed 
while workers re-leveled the 
crossbar.

Graham, who has caught more 
touchdown passes over the past 
three seasons (36) than anyone 
else in the league, is also a for-
mer basketball player at the Uni-
versity of Miami. The 6-foot-7 
Graham has made the goalpost 
dunk his trademark celebration.

Vick

Young

Dec. 2, 2012; Detroit, MI: Detroit Lions wide receiv-
er Calvin Johnson (81) dunks the football over the 
goalpost after catching a pass for a touchdown in 
the third quarter against the Indianapolis Colts at 
Ford Field.

Jimmy Graham
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Zippidy Doo Dah Parade welcomed Vietnam Veterans
Jackson, Miss. • Saturday, March 22, 2014

pHoTos by kEvin robinson



Anthony Mackie is in nego-
tiations to join Open Road’s cop 
drama “Triple Nine,” reported 
Variety.

“Triple Nine” revolves around 
a group of corrupt cops who 
plan a major heist. The term is a 
police code for when an officer 
needs immediate assistance.

Mackie would work opposite 
Casey Affleck, Chiwetel Ejiofor, 
Kate Winslet, Aaron Paul, Gal 
Gadot and Teresa Palmer.

John Hillcoat is directing from 
a script by Matt Cook.

On deck for Mackie is “Cap-
tain America: The Winter Sol-
dier,” which bows on April 4, 
and “Shelter,” opposite Jennifer 
Connelly.

ENTERTAINMENT

Aretha celebrates 72nd 
b’day with Denzel; working 
with Babyface, Andre 3000

Solange Knowles talks divorce, 
dating losers and parent’s efforts 
regarding music career pursuit

Anthony Mackie in talks to join 
Chiwetel Ejiofor in ‘Triple Nine’

Denzel Washington was 
among the guests helping Aretha 
Franklin celebrate her 72nd 
birthday in style March 22 in 
New York.

It was a small affair held at the 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel. According to 
the AP, Denzel entered the build-
ing “quietly, though the crowd 
got excited after realizing it was 
the Oscar winner under a base-
ball cap.”

The Queen of Soul thanked 
the actor for attending. Just 
hours earlier, she saw him on-
stage in the Broadway play, “A 
Raisin In the Sun.”

Her longtime musical collabo-
rator, Clive Davis, also attended.

The singer was all smiles at 

the event. She said in an inter-
view that she’s working on new 
music with rapper Andre 3000 
and singer-songwriter Babyface.

“Babyface is working on the 
tracks,” she said of the producer, 
currently guest starring with Toni 
Braxton in the Broadway musi-
cal “After Midnight,” which cel-
ebrates Duke Ellington’s years 
at the Cotton Club nightclub in 
Harlem. Their stints in the show 
run through March 30.

“So, I’m just waiting for him 
to finish that so he can finish my 
tracks please,” Franklin said.

“And I think Andre 2000 - is 
it two or three? 3000 is going to 
be doing some of the tracks with 
him.”

When asked what she wants 

for her birthday, Franklin said. 
“I’m looking for a record deal 
for my granddaughter Victorie, 
and my son Kecalf.” They both 
performed recently at the BET 
Honors special, which paid trib-
ute to Franklin.

“I would be happy with that,” 
she said.

Earlier this month, Franklin 
performed at the White House 
alongside Patti LaBelle, Jill 
Scott and other soul singers. 
That special, “Women of Soul: 
In Performance at the White 
House,” airs Monday, April 7, at 
9 p.m. on PBS.

“What a shoutin’ good time 
we had,” she exclaimed. “The 
White House is still rocking 
right now!”

Solange Knowles may be 
Beyoncé’s little sister, but the 
27-year-old single mom has 
more than a few life experi-
ences to draw from as she lives 
her life.

In a the latest issue of Harp-
ers Bazaar, Solange chats about 
her music career and personal 
life, including laughing off all 
the loser guys she’s dated.

“Luckily, I dated all of the 
losers ages ago. My love life 
has been stable for a while,” 
Solange told the magazine. 
“Without conflict it’s a lot 
harder to write interesting 
songs.”

Loser guys aren’t the only 
things Solange has moved 
past as she admitted that her 
divorce from her high school 
sweetheart Daniel Smith in 
2006 made her grow up fast.

“Just going through a mar-
riage and a divorce - which 
I essentially did by 21 - will 
give you an insane amount of 
perspective on life,” she said 
while noting how her experi-
ences have put her a bit ahead 
of the game at 27. “Everyone 
talks about how, in your 30s, 
all of these growing pains tran-
sition into wisdom and you 
feel more self-assured and con-

fident, but I think I had a bit of 
a jump-start on that at 27.

“For the first time in my 
life, I’m basing every decision 
around the idea of whether I 
want to do it or if I think it will 
be inspiring. And that’s paid 
off for me,” Solange contin-
ued.

Life after divorce hasn’t 
slowed Solange down. The en-
tertainer, who recently became 
art director with a creative con-
sultant role for Puma, released 
a compilation album through 
her own label, Saint Records, 
last year.

Despite the divorce, Sol-
ange’s relationship with Smith 
hasn’t suffered as the two con-

tinue to raise their son togeth-
er. “We co-parent really well. 
I’m able to say, ‘I need to fin-
ish this album, can you step up 
and take care of the boy?’” she 
said.

While most people assume 
that being Beyoncé’s sister is 
a plus, Solange admits that her 
parents tried to talk her out of 
following in her big sister’s 
footsteps after going through 
the process of making it in the 
music industry with Bey.

“My parents constantly tried 
to talk me out of being an art-
ist,” she said. “They had gone 
through the whole journey with 
my sister and just wanted me to 
have a normal teenage life.”

Eurweb.com

Eurweb.com

Eurweb.com
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From left, Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, Clive Davis, Aretha Franklin and Denzel Washington attend Aretha’s 
72nd birthday celebration Saturday, March 22, 2014 in New York.

Solange

Mackie
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March 26 - April 1, 2014

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SIRLOIN  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$479

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

SIRLOIN 
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$139

FRESH

FRYER
LEG  QUARTERS

10 - LB.  BAG

$599
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SHOULDER  ROAST

PER  LB.

$349

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SHOULDER  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$399

FROZEN

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$1599

FRESH

BONELESS  PORK
TENDERLOIN

PER  LB.

$349

FAMILY  PACK

FRYER
WINGS

PER  LB.

$179

FRESH  SMALL

FRYER
BREAST

FAMILY  PACK,  POUND

$179

SELECT  VARIETIES 

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
CEREALS

14 - 20.4  OZ.

2/$4

SAVE  ON

PEPSI  PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

4/$13
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

PAPER TOWELS
ROLL

79¢

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

OLD  FASHIONED
ICE  CREAM 

4  QT.

$399
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SPREAD 

MARGARINE
45  OZ. ..................................... 

$177

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BUTTER  ME  NOT

BISCUITS
10  CT.  ...................................69¢
CRYSTAL  FARMS  SHREDDED  OR  CHUNK

CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. ....................................

$199

ASSORTED  CHOBANI

YOGURT
5.3  OZ. .................................. 99¢
FLORIDA  GOLD  ORANGE

JUICE
64  OZ. ......................................

$199

SELECT  VARIETIES  PICTSWEET

VEGETABLES
26 - 28  OZ.  ................................ 

2/$5
PICTSWEET  FROZEN

COB  CORN
16  CT. ......................................

$399

TJ  FARMS

CRINKLE  CUT
POTATOES
5  LB. ......................................  

$299

piggly wiggly

WASHINGTON  GROWN  RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
PER  LB.

99¢

SWEET  FLORIDA

STRAWBERRIES
1  LB.

2/$3
NATURES

GREENS
MUSTARD,  TURNIP,  COLLARD  16  OZ.  BAG

2/$4
LARGE  RIPE

TOMATOES
POUND

99¢

FRESH  IDAHO

POTATOES
8 LB.  BAG

$199

1574 West Governement Rd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


