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Females only - third and fifth 
graders, students of color, from 
Jackson Public Schools and sur-
rounding area have a friend in the 
National Society of Black Engi-
neers (NSBE).

While the NSBE acknowledges 
that a significant disparity persists 
in the STEM - Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Mathematics 
- participation rates among African 
Americans,  it has not taken this 
bleak assessment lying down.

One of its signature programs, 
Summer Engineering Experience 
for Kids (SEEK), has been in opera-
tion since 2007 in many inner cities 
across the country. There are SEEK 
programs operating this summer in 
Brooklyn, Denver, Detroit, Hous-
ton, New Orleans, Philadelphia, 
Oakland, San Diego and Washing-
ton, D.C., where it started.

This year, SEEK comes home to 
Mississippi. Funding has been pro-
vided by Northrop Grumman Foun-
dation, which supports innovative 
education experiences in the STEM 
courses. The NSBE lead in Jackson 
is by persons with ties to the state. 

Dr. Carl B. Mack, executive di-
rector of NSBE and a native  Mis-
sissippian, announced the SEEK 
program Wednesday, March 20, at 
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 

Watkins Dr., in Jackson. “The new 
Middle Class of America must be 
technologically trained,” he said.

Mack lamented over the great 
media attention that captures every 
negative act in the black neighbor-
hood, when so few showed up to 
witness the efforts to change the 
lives of particularly black girls in 
Mississippi - one little girl at a time.

The free first-come first serve 
three-week summer program (no 
testing required) is open to females 
only. It is a hands-on engineering 

design curriculum developed by the 
Society of Automotive Engineers 
International.

One of the projects for the sum-
mer, Mack announced, will be for 
the girls to build an automobile run 
completely on solar energy. The 
second summer project for each girl 
to formulate their own perfume was 
introduced by Sade Ruffin from 
Boston, Mass., who is working on 
her Ph.D. in chemical engineer-
ing, the only female enrolled in the 
study at that level.

Ruffin will come to Jackson dur-
ing the summer interchanging time 
spent here with 49 other female 
NSBE engineers who will come to 
teach and mentor the girls.

In her Ph.D. studies, Ruffin is 
working on new technology for 
DNA sequencing where drugs can 
be specifically tailored to meet a 
body’s unique structuring and reac-
tions to the drug.

Brazilian trade unionists 
were welcomed at a reception 
hosted by Congressman Ben-
nie Thompson at Rosemont 
Missionary Baptist Church 
in support of the Mississippi 
Alliance for Fairness at Nis-
san (MAFFAN), held Sunday 
night, March 17, 2013. Pastor 
Jimmie L. Edwards opened the 
meeting with a warm welcome. 

Attending with Thompson 
were United Auto Workers 
(UAW) senior advisor Rich-
ard Bensinger, Rafael Mes-
sias Guerra, UAW members, 

State Representative Jim Ev-
ans, Pastor Jimmie Edwards, 
Bishop Ronnie Crudup, Nissan 

employees, Dr. Isiac Jackson, 
chairman of MAFFAN, and its 
members. 

LEXINGTON - “I am not for Char-
ter Schools!” Sen. David Jordan (D) of 
Greenwood told a Lexington audience, 
Saturday night, March 16. “I am a prod-
uct of public schools. It did me good.” 
Jordan also served as a public educator 
for 33 years. His statements sparked ap-
plause.

Jordan was the keynote speaker for 

the Community Students Learning Cen-
ter’s (CSLC) Third Annual Scholarship 
Awards Banquet in which area students 
compete in an essay contest for first-, 
second- and third-place mini-scholar-
ships. CSLC presents the scholarships 
through the fundraiser.

With a history of 186 years, the 
Black Press continues to carry the 
torch to “Plead the Cause” of Black 
America. Members of The National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) also known as “The Black 
Press of America” celebrated its an-
nual Black Press Week in the Na-
tion’s Capital. 

Publishers, journalists and friends 
of the Black Press came together 
from across the nation and observed 
Black Press Week at the Washing-
ton Marriott Hotel at Metro Center 
in Washington DC from March 13 – 
March 15.  The NNPA Foundation 
planned this event which attendees 
said was a great success. 

Foundation Chair Karl Rod-
ney, publisher of the New York 
Carib News, said he was extremely 
pleased with this year’s event. 

“I appreciate all the hard work 
and dedication which the members 
of the foundation contributed to 
make certain this year’s Black Press 
week was a success,” said Rodney

Activities during the week in-
cluded a Black Press and Pulpit 
breakfast sponsored by the Center 
of Disease Control and Prevention, 
a visit to the White House to meet 
with key government officials and 
the state of the Black Press Lun-
cheon held at the National Press 
Club. Each of these events included 
panel participants addressing cru-
cial topics. 

The Black Press and the Black 
Pulpit participants pledged to form 

an initiative to tackle the growing 
problems in the black community 
such as disparities in education, 
health, employment and violence 
toward youth and children. 

Kevin Lewis, director of Af-
rican-American Media for the 
White House welcomed the pub-
lishers of NNPA to the White 
House where Arne Duncan, U.S. 
Secretary of Education gave key-
note remarks. A panel discussion 
on White House policy briefing 
included Marie Johns, SBA deputy 
administrator, Danielle Gray, as-
sistant to the President and Cabi-
net Secretary, James Kvaal, deputy 
director of Domestic Policy, Portia 
Wu, special assistant to the Presi-
dent for Labor and Workforce Is-
sues, and Jay Williams, deputy for 
Intergovernmental Affairs. Clos-
ing remarks were made by Valerie 
Jarrett, senior advisor to the Presi-
dent. 

“The Black Press - Truth to Pow-
er - The Path” was the theme for the 
State of the Black Press Luncheon. 
Jineea Butler, founder of the Social 
Services of Hip Hop and the Hip 
Hop Union said that Hip Hop could 
use the support of The Black Press 
and that their young group needed 
to be taken seriously and not looked 
upon in a negative way.

A Torch Awards Dinner was held 
at the Marriott where Jarrett was 
honored as Newsmaker of the Year.  
Other recipients received special 
awards throughout the week. 

(See photos on page 17)

Mayoral candidates for Jackson 
turned out for the second campaign 
forum to convince voters why they 
should be given charge over the city 
in the upcoming election. The forum, 
sponsored by the Jackson Branch of 
the Mississippi State Conference 
NAACP, was held at the Masonic 
Temple on Lynch Street. The pri-
mary is May 7.

About 150 people attended the 
three-hour event Thursday, March 
14, to hear the candidates’ pitches. 
The city’s infrastructure - roads, 
water, sewers - and ways to bring 
revenue into Jackson rose as key 
issues of discussion among the 10 
candidates in a field of 14 who par-
ticipated. 

Attending were Gwendlyn Chap-
man, Cornelius Griggs, Jonathan 
Lee, Robert Amos, Atty. Regina 
Quinn, Robert C. Williams Jr., Fran-

cis Smith, John A. Jones Jr., Wil-
liam E. Bright, and Atty. Chokwe 
Lumumba. Roosevelt Daniels rep-
resented Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr., 
who did not attend. Other candidates 
also absent were City Councilman 
Frank Bluntston, Charles Taylor Sr. 
and Charlotte Reeves.

“We need to work to get some 
(federal) infrastructure money to 
Jackson. We need to start an infra-
structure department. We need to 
hire people, our own people who live 
here in Jackson,” Lumumba said.

“What we are doing ultimately is 
improving conditions of our taxpay-
ers to actually support Jackson. We 
have to have a stimulant effect by 
hiring our own people to improve 
infrastructure,” he added.

As for revenue streams, Lu-
mumba said, “We need to explore 

Jackie Hampton, Mississippi Link publisher and Mistress of Ceremonies for 
Press & Pulpit breakfast introduced Rev. William Barber - Torch Award recipient

The delegation from Brazil came to Mississippi to support workers at Nissan plant in Canton to gain 
right to unionize.

300 Mississippi girls to enter 
SEEK - a free Summer 
Engineering Experience for Kids
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Fairness at Nissan welcomes 
Brazilian trade unionists 
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Jordan speaks out against Charter schools, advocates 
‘good character’ at CSLC scholarship banquet

New Hope Baptist Church students were present for the announcement that the SEEK program for girls only will be 
held at their school this summer. They are joined by New Hope Business Manager Melvin Miller, City Councilman 
Charles Tillman, NSBE member Sade Ruffin, NSBE Executive Director Carl B. Mack, Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr. and 
NSBE SEEK Director Frank O. Moore. 

CSLC Executive Director Beulah Greer presenting 
appreciation statue to Sen. Jordan

“Pleading the cause for black America”



MAFFAN members spoke of 
how Nissan consistently ignores 
or violates international human 
rights standards on freedom to 
organize a union and the freedom 
of assembly.

According to record, the Bra-
zilian delegation represents an 8 
million member union that repre-
sents retail workers and employ-
ees who work at the Nissan deal-
erships in Brazil, led by Ricardo 
Patah, the national president of 
the UGT (Union of General 
Workers). 

Accompanying Patah were six 
other members of his union, in-
cluding Roberto Lucera, who is 
also a member of the Brazilian 
Parliament. Two other members 
of the delegation were from the 
Metal Workers Union (CNTM/
Forca Sindical) representing the 
workers in the Renault/Nissan 
factory in Brazil and will repre-
sent the Nissan workers at the 
new Nissan plant near Rio de Ja-
neiro.

According to the delegation, 
“Brazilian unions are very con-
cerned about corporations that 
violate international human rights 
standards anywhere in the world, 
and that’s why they are so con-
cerned about Nissan’s activities 
in Mississippi.

“They are especially concerned 
about Nissan because Brazil is 
one of the world’s fastest grow-
ing auto markets. And Nissan 
has been the fastest-growing 
automaker in Brazil for the past 
three years; it is constructing a 
new plant in Resende, Rio de Ja-
neiro. Nissan is also a sponsor of 
the 2014 World Cup and the 2016 
Rio de Janeiro Olympics. The 
global CEO of Nissan, Carlos 
Ghosn, is Brazilian.”

Mark Haasis shared the history 
of Brazil’s strong union move-
ment. “Many people have been 
brought out of poverty in Brazil. 
We actually have nine colleagues 
who are union leaders.”

“The U.S. is a country that has 
taught us very much,” said Pa-
tah. “I look back when Chicago 
faced some challenges in the 19th 

century. It is also 
the country that 
gave us interna-
tional women’s 
day because of 
the struggle of 
women workers 
in this country. 

“The U.S. is a 
country that has 
always inspired 
us. Thus we are 
more strength-
ened and able 
to make a con-
tribution to help 
American work-
ers in any way we 
can - especially Nissan workers 
in Mississippi, to organize, to be 
able to win for themselves and 
get a contract.”

Bob King, president of the 
UAW, communicated his excite-
ment of the Brazilian’s visit, call-
ing it a unique experience and 
an historical break-through in 
America. 

“I am inspired by the Brazil-
ians. They have come all the way 
here to organize, to establish col-
lective bargaining and to support 
the human rights of these work-
ers. I believe a good employee 
deserves good wages. There has 
not been a campaign that I am 
aware of anywhere in the United 
States that is led by the work-
ers like the campaign in Canton, 

Miss.,” said King.
“Just like Congressman 

Thompson said, there is an or-
chestration to divide, intimi-
date, disrespect, berate and scare 
people. It is outrageous, unjust 
and all outright blatant lies. It 
sounds extreme, but it is what 
these workers have to put up 
with. They are making so much 
profit off the backs of workers 
here in Mississippi. They pay less 
and discipline harshly and there 
are no bonuses. It is a plantation 
mentality.

“This campaign to me is what 
I believe Mississippi is about 
and that is the heart of the civil 
rights movement. Congressman 
Thompson is a leader in this 
country. We are going to win 

this because we are not going the 
traditional route to over throw 
Nissan’s abuse of workers here. 
Derek Johnson, MS-NAACP 
President has been in this from 
day one as well and speaks so elo-
quently about why it is important 
to have unions in America.”

“Pay the workers what they 
deserve.” Thompson said, “It 
is clear that Nissan is about the 
business of trying to divide the 
community. The workers must 
organize themselves. I am here to 
support the workers, step by step, 
and it’s not going to be easy.

“A month ago, Nissan came 
by my office in Washington for 

the first time in 10 years and they 
brought black people with them. 
They were bringing people there to 
tell me how good Nissan has been 
to them - just like on the plantation. 
They are trying to counter every-
thing you are saying by saying, 
‘See how good we are! See how 
good we treat our slaves!’

“I said that’s fine, but where 
is the Mayor of Canton? Where 
is the state representative that 
represents Canton? Where is the 
county supervisor that represents 
where the plant is in Madison 
County?

“All I can say is we have elec-
tions going on in May. We need to 

make sure that the pro-union peo-
ple get elected. They are going to 
run some people by you. So don’t 
be fooled by those running for re-
election. Vote in May. Let’s not be 
fooled. If it walks like a duck and 
quacks like a duck, then it must be 
a duck. Continue to organize and 
don’t let Nissan divide you.”

This delegation follows a visit 
by two leaders of the largest Bra-
zilian labor federation CUT, who 
came to Jackson to stand with 
Nissan workers and MAFFAN 
in late January of this year, at-
tending a rally held at Tougaloo 
College with Danny Glover in at-
tendance.
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Part of the delegation from Brazil hosted by Congressman Thompson           PHOTOS BY ARTAYMIS MA’AT

Brazilian Delegates
Continued from page 1

Richard Pitah with his interpreter Congressman Bennie ThompsonBishop Ronnie Crudup with Rep. Jim Evans 

Pastor Jimmie Edwards of Rosemont M.B. Church
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Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

Locally, Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority¸ Rho Lambda Omega chapter 
has actively participated in the fund 
development efforts of the Ameri-
can Lung Association (ALA) and 
its members recently participated 
in the Fight For Air Climb held at 
Trustmark Park-Home of the Mis-
sissippi Braves.

In addition to making a dona-
tion to ALA, Rho Lambda Omega 
chapter members competed in the 
“vertical road race.” Not your typi-
cal 5K, sorority members joined 
200 participants who “huffed and 
puffed” their way to the finish line.  
Competitors ran or walked two 
miles and climbed all the stairs in 
the sports arena. 

“Of course, it is always wonder-
ful to be able to provide monetary 
support to an organization dedi-
cated to eliminating health dispari-
ties, such as ALA,” said LaKeysha 
Greer Isaac, Rho Lambda Omega 
chapter president. 

“However, Rho Lambda Omega 
believes in sweat equity. We ‘work’ 
on behalf of the causes supported 
by Alpha Kappa Alpha.” Nearly 20 
chapter members hit the pavement 
and the steps to raise awareness 
regarding asthma in the minority 
community. “I am very proud of the 
work we are doing,” added Isaac.

In addition to supporting the 
Fight For Air Climb for the past 
two years, the chapter has donated 

asthma kits to students at Brinkley 
Middle School, held asthma work-
shops for Brinkley students, held 
asthma training for sorority mem-
bers, and participated in Asthma 
Super Saturday.

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, asthma disproportion-
ately afflicts low-income, minority 
children. This population is most 
vulnerable to the ravages of the 
disease but has few outlets where 

parents can be informed about the 
disease or how to manage it. 

Reaching this population is the 
core mission of the Asthma Preven-
tion and Management Initiative im-
plemented by Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated. For the past 
two years, the AKAs have raised 
awareness about the treatment of 
childhood asthma through health 
fairs, screenings and fundraising 
activities.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
– Rho Lambda Omega Chapter 
continues work in community
The Mississippi Link Newswire

(L-R) Jennie Hall, AKA Rho Lambda Omega chapter health committee 
co-chair; Eugenia King of the American Lung Association - Asthma 
Awareness volunteer; and Marilyn Reed, AKA Rho Lambda Omega 
chapter health committee co-chair.

(L-R) Jennie Hall, AKA Rho Lambda Omega chapter health committee 
co-chair; Eugenia King of the American Lung Association - Asthma 
Awareness volunteer; and Marilyn Reed, AKA Rho Lambda Omega 
chapter health committee co-chair.

Mayor Harvey Johnson 

JSU NSBE Chapter President Dominick Sanders (right)

Melvin Miller, New Hope Baptist Church business 
manager, represented Pastor Jerry Young

Frank O. Moore, SEEK director

SEEK programs target girls of color like these New Hope Baptist Church students   PHOTOS by A.K. MUSTAFAA

Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr. 
welcomed Mack, Ruffin and 
the SEEK staff to Jackson 
and commended New Hope 
Baptist Church for hosting the 
summer program. New Hope, 
under the leadership of Pastor 
Jerry Young, has operated an 
onsite school for 30 years.

“Jackson’s infrastructure 
will need civil engineers at 
work and will require $1 bil-
lion in spending over the next 
10 years. With the education 
possibilities for these young 
people, Mississippi will not 
have to import talent; it will be 
home grown,” Johnson said.

Mack said his motivation is 
to “come back and give back” 
to the Mississippi he grew up 
in. He greeted his former prin-

cipal Charles Tillman, who is 
now city councilman for Ward 
5. Tillman is entering his third 
campaign for the council seat.

While the girls will enter 
the SEEK program free of 
charge, NSBE has commit-
ted $100,000 for instructors’ 
stipends in Mississippi alone. 
The program will run June 24 - 
July 12, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
daily. The only requirement: 
mandatory attendance of par-
ent at orientation.

Attending the announcement 
along with the New Hope Bap-
tist Church staff was Domi-
nick Sanders, a senior and JSU 
president of the NSBE. 

“Mississippi is not known 
for these type programs; it’s 
more known for a lack of 

education in math and sci-
ence. This is definitely a great 
start. The JSU NSBE also has 
a junior chapter that mentors 
grades 5 though 12 and works 
with students in ACT tests 
preparations,” Sanders said.

Sanders welcomed interest-
ed students - male and female 
through 12th grade - to contact 
him at jsu.nsbepres@yahoo.
com

NSBE’s mission is “to in-
crease the number of cultur-
ally responsible black engi-
neers who excel academically, 
succeed professional and posi-
tively impact the community.” 

For SEEK’s 300 girls regis-
tration forms and information, 
go to https://nsbe.org/seek.
aspx

sEEk
Continued from page 1

The hailstorm that battered 
the Jackson metro area Monday, 
March 18, hit particularly hard 
in the Presidential Hills neigh-
borhood. Many residents spent 
Tuesday and Wednesday cleaning 
up pine and magnolia tree limbs 
and leaves from their yards and 
streets.

Tennis ball-sized hail blan-
keted the neighborhood about 4 
p.m. Monday breaking windows 
in homes, damaging rooftops and 
vehicles. The hail stayed in yards 
for hours after the storm. 

Numerous vehicles have plas-
tic covering broken windshields 
or windows damaged by the 
storm as auto body repair shops 
are swamped.

Joe and Annie Galloway had 
damage to two vehicles, one of 
which Mrs. Galloway was driv-
ing in another part of the city as 
the storm hit. The other was in 
her driveway in the subdivision.  
“Where I was, I couldn’t pull over 
or I would have been in a ditch,” 
she said. “I just prayed.”

Residents said they had never 
seen hail the size of what fell 
Monday. Lawn care profession-

als were on most every street 
cleaning up. Trash collection 
trucks made a second round 
of the neighborhood Tuesday. 
Even teenagers were walking the 
neighborhood with rakes to help 
with the clean-up. 

In other parts of the city and 
metro area, the scene was the 
same. At the Hudspeth Center in 
Rankin County many vehicles, 
damaged too severely to be driv-
en, were towed. But in the Wood-
haven community in north Jack-
son, only marble-sized hail was 
reported and vehicle and property 
damage were minimal.

The hailstorm

Hail size was seventh largest in country’s historyCar damage in Presidential Hills

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

(L - R) City Councilman Charles Tillman, NSBE member Sade Ruffin, and NSBE Executive Director Carl B. Mack
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The Mary Church Ter-
rell Literary Club, Inc. will 
celebrate its Eleventh An-
nual Literary Luncheon, 
Saturday, April 13, 2013, at 
the Regency Hotel and Con-
ference Center at 12 noon.  
Seating begins at 11:30.

Founded in 1912, Mary 
Church Terrell Literary 
Club, Inc. holds the distinc-
tion of being the oldest ac-
tive club in the Mississippi 
State Federation of Colored 
Women’s Clubs, Inc., and 
Youth Affiliates.

It is also an affiliate of 
the National Association of 

Colored Women’s Clubs, 
Inc., and Youth Affiliates, 
America’s oldest national 
Black women’s organization 
founded in 1896.

Since its inception, the 
luncheon has featured lo-
cal and national authors. 
This year’s event features 
local and new author Rosie 
Camper Weary, who will au-
tograph her novel, Stepping 
Out from the Shadows, fol-
lowing her presentation at 
the luncheon.

In conjunction with Na-
tional Library Week (April 
14-20, 2013), the luncheon 
uses the national theme, 

“Communities Matter @ 
Your Library: Discovering 
Opportunities for Greater 
Service.” 

The purpose of Mary 
Church Terrell Literary 
Club, Inc. is to promote the 
intellectual, social and civic 
interests of members and the 
entire Jackson community.

Proceeds from the lun-
cheon will be used to sup-
port scholarships to deserv-
ing high school graduates, 
public service programs, and 
charitable donations to non-
profit organizations.

For details, contact Rosia 
Crisler at 601.982.9987.

Literary club celebrates 
“Eleventh Literary Luncheon”

Ayers-Elliott

The Mississippi Link Newswire

“The administrations for Charter 
Schools are not as efficient as the ad-
ministration for the public schools. 
In the public schools all teachers 
must be certified in their area [of 
teaching],” related Jordan. “This is 
not so for the Charter schools.” 

Jordan said that public schools or 
the MAEP must be fully funded. But 
now he explained, “It has about a 
$1.2 billion deficit.” 

During his speech, Jordan im-
pressed upon the young people the 
importance of having good charac-
ter. “Young men, pull your pants up; 
wear a belt like it is supposed to be 
worn. And young ladies, let those 
hems down,” he said in a parental 
voice. 

Jordan authored a character edu-
cation bill which passed and is being 
taught in practically all of the public 
school districts. He gave the students 
and audience a list of 19 character 
traits or attributes to aspire to:

Wisdom
Knowledge
Hope
Longsuffering

Compassion
Kindness
Morality
Truthfulness
Trustworthy
Self-Respect
Self-Control 
Honesty
Humbleness
Loyalty
Generosity
Diligence
Perseverance
Accountability
Punctuality
The recipients of this year’s 

CSLC scholarship awards were 
first-place ($500) Jarvis Patton of J. 
J. McClain High School, Lexington; 
second-place ($200) Faith Denasia 
Mitchell of Durant High School, 
Durant; and third-place ($100) Ke-
nya Arlene Hodges of J. J. McClain 
High School.

The banquet was held at McClain 
High School, where the banquet’s 
celebrity emcee Benjamin P. Hart, 
news director for 16 WAPT, gradu-
ated from in 1997. Hart told the au-

dience that he was proud to learn of 
the work that CSLC is doing in the 
community to help children and their 
families. 

Impressed with the performance 
of the children, Hart gave the young-
er ones handshakes. Before the ban-
quet began, Hart came early to walk 
the halls of his high school alma 
mater.

Other highlights included a per-
formance by students and staff of an 
excerpt from The Color Purple Mu-
sical, “Miss Ceilie’s Pan,” the CSLC 
Creed by the Home Instruction for 
Preschool Youngers (HIPPY) stu-
dents, a selection - “I believe I Can 
Fly” - by the CSLC after schoolers 
and more.

“We are extremely pleased 
to have had two such dedicated 
gentlemen to speak on the im-
portance of education and head-
line our banquet this year,” said 
CSLC Executive Director Beulah 
Greer. 

“We are grateful to everyone for 
their attendance and support of such 
a worthy cause.”

CslC banquet
Continued from page 1

HIPPY students recite CSLC creed
Scholarship recipients Jarvis Patton, Faith 
Denasia Mitchell and Kenya Arlene Hodges

Students and CSLC staff perform “Miss Ceilie’s Pants.” PHOTOS COURTESY OF CSLC 
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Unclaimed refunds totaling just 
over $917 million may be waiting 
for an estimated 984,400 taxpayers 
who did not file a federal income 
tax return for 2009. In Mississippi, 
just over $7 million in unclaimed 
refunds awaits 8,700 individuals. 

However, to collect the money, a 
return for 2009 must be filed with 
the IRS no later than Monday, 
April 15, 2013. The IRS estimates 
that the median unclaimed refund 
for tax-year 2009 in Mississippi is 
$529.

“Time is running out if you 
want to get your refund,” said IRS 
Spokesman Mark Green. “Taxpay-
ers should review their 2009 state-
ments for refundable credits and 
withholdings. We want all taxpay-
ers to get the refund they’re due.” 

Some people may not have filed 
because they had too little income 
to require filing a tax return even 
though they had taxes withheld 
from their wages or made quarterly 
estimated payments.

“In cases where a return was not 
filed, the law provides most taxpay-
ers with a three-year window of 
opportunity for claiming a refund,” 

said Green. “If no return is filed to 
claim the refund within three years, 
the money becomes property of the 
U.S. Treasury.”

With emphasis, for 2009 returns, 
the window closes April 15, 2013. 
The law requires that the return be 
properly addressed, mailed and 
postmarked by that date. There is 
no penalty for filing a late return 
qualifying for a refund.

The IRS reminds taxpayers seek-
ing a 2009 refund that their checks 
may be held if they have not filed 
tax returns for 2010 and 2011. In 
addition, the refund will be applied 
to any amounts still owed to the 
IRS or their state tax agency, and 
may be used to offset unpaid child 
support or past due federal debts 
such as student loans.

By failing to file a return, peo-
ple stand to lose more than refund 
of taxes withheld or paid during 
2009. In addition, many low-and-
moderate income workers may not 
have claimed the Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC). For 2009, the 
credit is worth as much as $5,657. 
The EITC helps individuals and 
families whose incomes are below 
certain thresholds. 

The thresholds for 2009 were:
· $43,279 ($48,279 if married fil-

ing jointly) for those with three or 
more qualifying children,

· $40,295 ($45,295 if married 
filing jointly) for people with two 
qualifying children,

· $35,463 ($40,463 if married fil-
ing jointly) for those with one quali-
fying child, and

· $13,440 ($18,440 if married 
filing jointly) for people without 
qualifying children.

Current and prior year tax forms 
and instructions are available on 
the Forms and Publications page 
of IRS.gov or by calling toll-free 
800-TAX-FORM (800-829-3676). 
Taxpayers who are missing Forms 
W-2, 1098, 1099 or 5498 for 2009, 
2010 or 2011 should request copies 
from their employer, bank or other 
payer. 

If these efforts are unsuccessful, 
taxpayers can get a free transcript 
showing information from these 
year-end documents by filing with 
the IRS Form 4506-T - Request for 
Transcript of Tax Return, or by call-
ing 800-829-1040.

For more information, visit the 
EITC Home Page on IRS.gov.

Attorney General Jim 
Hood announced Tuesday, 
March 12, that Mississippi 
will receive $114,995 from a 
settlement with Internet gi-
ant Google over its collec-
tion of data from unsecured 
wireless networks nationwide 
while taking photographs for 
its “Street View” service be-
tween 2008 and March 2010.

The total amount of the set-
tlement among the 38 states 
in the lawsuit as well as the 
District of Columbia is $7 
million. 

“The privacy rights of our 
citizens is of utmost impor-
tance,” said Hood. “This set-
tlement is the result of nearly 
two years of negotiation and 
recognizes the rights of in-
dividuals whose information 
was collected without their 
permission.”

Google’s Street View cars 
were equipped with antennae 
and open-source software that 
the company acknowledged 
collected network identifica-
tion information for use in 
future geo-location services. 
At the same time, Google col-
lected and stored data frames 

and other “payload data” be-
ing transmitted over those un-
secured business and personal 
wireless networks. 

While Google represented 
it was unaware the payload 
data was being collected, the 
agreement of voluntary com-
pliance it has now signed with 
the states acknowledged the 
information may have includ-
ed URLS of requested Web 
pages, partial or complete 
email communications, and 
any confidential or private in-
formation being transmitted 
to or from the network user 
while the Street View cars 
were driving by.

Google has since disabled 
or removed the equipment 
and software used to col-
lect the payload data from 
its Street View vehicles and 
agreed not to collect any ad-
ditional information without 
notice and consent.

The information collected 
was segregated and secured, 
and under terms of the agree-
ment, will be destroyed as 
soon as legally practicable. 
Further, Google agreed that 
the payload data was not 
used, and will not be used, in 

any product or service, and 
that the information collected 
in the United States was not 
disclosed to a third party.

Other key elements of the 
agreement require Google 
to run an employee training 
program about privacy and 
confidentiality of user data 
and continue the program 
for at least 10 years. It must 
also conduct a public service 
advertising campaign to help 
educate consumers about 
steps they may take to better 
secure their personal infor-
mation while using wireless 
networks.

Other states participating 
in the settlement were: Con-
necticut, Arizona, Florida, 
Illinois, Kentucky, Massa-
chusetts, Missouri, Texas, 
Alaska, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Delaware, Hawaii, 
Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Michigan, 
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, 
New York, North Carolina, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Okla-
homa, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Vermont, Virginia and Wash-
ington.

IRS has $7 million for 
Mississippians who have 
not filed a 2009 tax return
Deadline approaching to claim 2009 refunds

Mississippi one of 
38 states to receive 
settlement from Google
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lease purchase arrangements where 
we can get large deposits of money 
from various companies to come in 
and lay out a water system and vari-
ous other things, then pay them back 
over a period of time.”

Robert Amos said, “Our infra-
structure is in shambles. Right now, 
the cost of our infrastructure needed 
repair is $400 million for sewer, 
$500 million for water and millions 
more for streets.”

He suggested that private compa-
nies invest in infrastructure improve-
ments as has been done in a Chicago 
pilot program supported by Presi-
dent Barack Obama. That city, he 
said, has made use of available fund-
ing and an innovative approach to 
solving water and sewer problems.

“Increases in water and sewer fees 
in the past 10 years have been a bur-
den on Jacksonians,” Amos said. 

Gwendolyn Chapman said citi-
zens should not rely on government 
to fix everything and should step up 
to fix potholes in streets and fix up 
abandoned houses artistically.

William Bright, a retired police 

officer and Marine veteran, said, “If 
it comes down to citizens having to 
put money out, maybe y’all should 
be a part of the solution.”

James A. Jones Jr. said he is not in 
favor of raising taxes for infrastruc-
ture repairs and for added revenue 
streams. He thinks Jackson State 
University students should contrib-
ute more to maintaining the city by 
way of purchasing vehicle inspec-
tion stickers and license plates. 

“We have more tax exempt 
churches and organizations than 
any other city in the state, and yet 
we want to raise taxes on those who 
choose to live in the city,” Jones said.

Jones champions giving incen-
tives such as tax rebates to people to 
move into the city and invest money 
here. “I think the city should use 
some of our Urban Renewal mon-
ey to fund these type things,” said 
Jones.

“We should charge people who 
are tearing up our streets because 
they are coming from all these 
neighboring communities adjacent 
to Jackson,” he said. Jones did not 

specify what type of fee.
Atty. Regina Quinn suggested 

an economic development and 
revenue generating model in 
which the city enters partnerships 
with Jackson State University and 
University of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center and any other medical 
facility. 

“This is a medical city,” Quinn 
said, “and biomedical technology 
is the way of the future. Working 
with any facility that can help in 
that regard will help the city create 
economic stimulus. We’ve got to be 
creative.”

Jonathan Lee spoke of his expe-
rience running his family business. 
“I run a little business on the cor-
ner of Valley Street and Raymond 
Road, and I’ve learned how to think 
smart,” said Lee, president of Mis-
sissippi Products, Inc.

Robert C. Williams Jr. said, “In-
dustry goes where it is welcomed.” 
He believes the city should take land 
as needed to make way for indus-
try. He said fear of crime is keeping 
business away from Jackson and the 

city needs to get a hold on that.
Daniels, representing May-

or Johnson, touted the accom-
plishments of the incumbent 
Mayor‘s tenure. “We were 
able to pull the city out of the 
brink of bankruptcy and in do-
ing so there were no cuts to 
city services, no layoffs of city 
employees, no furloughs and 
even city employees received 
raises.

“Over the next 15 years, we 
have to repair our infrastruc-
ture. We need somebody that’s 
steady at the wheel who is able 
to bring in those who are able 
to help implement the plan,” 
Daniels added.

The forum was moderated 
by Kathy Sykes, chair of the 
NAACP Political Action Com-
mittee and Rowena Burke also 
of the Political Action Com-
mittee.

Wayne McDaniels, presi-
dent of the Jackson Branch 
NAACP, said, “The forum 
went really well. I think people 
were informed. I just hope 
the candidates live up to their 
promises.”
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OpiniOn

As i write, 
Chaka Khan’s 
e m p o w e r i n g 
“i’m Every 
Woman” loops 
in my head - like 
a soundtrack. By 

the way, have you seen her 
lately? All slim, trim and more 
fabulous than ever.

it’s Women’s History Month 
and the lyrics to that iconic 
anthem should be resonating 
with all women, and those 
who love us, as we celebrate 
ourselves and the countless 
contributions we make every-
day - both large and small - 
that keep the world turning.

no matter how small or far-
reaching the radius of your 
world is, every choice you 
make is important. nielsen 
shines the light on women’s 
choices and our dynamic im-
pact as consumers with two 
new global reports: Does Gen-
der Matter and 10 Things to 
Know About Today’s Female 
Consumer.

i’ve said it before, and i’ll 
say it again - “Vive la dif-
férence.” Yes, we know that 
girls are just as smart as boys 
and women can do pretty much 
everything a man can. But like 
it or not, our brains are wired 
differently. And, that’s ok.

Women are master multi-
taskers, and there’s a scientific 
reason for that. nielsen’s neu-
roFocus research shows that 
“ability” is driven by what 
happens to developing brains 
in the womb.

Traits like big-picture think-
ing and multitasking are hard-
wired in women’s brains, 
along with “gut” reasoning, 
social and verbal skills and the 
worry/empathy tendency.

We balance work (either 
outside or in the home), take 
care of our families - nurture, 
budget, shop, schedule, run 

hither and yon - and keep it 
tight with ourselves as best we 
can.

Men’s brains, on the other 
hand, are pre-conditioned for 
concrete thinking, goal-ori-
ented tasks, logical solutions 
and competition/defense. My 
translation: give them one 
thing to do at a time, if you 
really want something to get 
done.

How we think and respond 
influences the way companies 
and advertisers design their 
messages to us to achieve 
their economic bottom line. 
See how much power we 
have? These types of insights 
tell them that women respond 
to concepts that are authen-
tic. Touch our hearts and you 
might earn our dollars.

Even those of us who may 
be tomboys at heart, messages 
that focus on conflict simply 
aren’t going to resonate.

And you know how we love 
a bargain and will hunt high 
and low to find the best price? 
That’s something American 
women have in common with 
our sisters around the world.

A nielsen survey of more 
than 29,000 people with in-
ternet access in 58 countries 
shows that we women are 
browsers, no matter where we 
live - going for the best deal 
(in the store or online), while 
men are more likely to pay a 
higher price.

That’s because men are typi-
cally on a mission to just win 
(uh, get the item no matter 
what).

Here and across the globe, 
women are responsible for 
$12 trillion of the $18 trillion 
of global buying power. So, if 
marketers want our business, 
they need to offer products 
and services that reflect our 
needs.  

Consider these facts:
• Women worldwide are op-

timistic about their roles, with 

90 percent reporting they be-
lieve their role is changing for 
the better.

• Worldwide, 70 percent 
of women surveyed have cut 
household spending over the 
past year in clothes, gas, elec-
tricity and entertainment out-
side the home.

• Women in the U.S. spend 
significantly more time on 
social media sites than men. 
We’re online users of social 
media 44 percent more than 
men; and visit social media 
sites on our mobile devices 39 
percent more than men.

• African-American women 
between 18-35 are 72 percent 
more likely to publish a blog 
or express our preferences on-
line via links or “likes” than 
the average adult in this coun-
try.

• in the United States, Af-
rican-American households 
are 127 percent more likely to 
include a single parent - usu-
ally a woman. (These are my 
people as i am one of them and 
i live by the mantra, ‘if Mama 
ain’t happy, ain’t nobody hap-
py’).

• Women in the U.S. talk 
28 percent more and text 14 
percent more than men every 
month.

• Globally, women are 25 
percent more likely than men 
to rely on friends or family for 
personal finance advice.

There’s so much more won-
derful information on www.
nielsenwire.com that affirms 
women’s power and influence 
as consumers.Take time to vis-
it the site during March, and 
feel free to belt out a couple of 
lines along with Chaka, “i’m 
every woman; it’s all in me. . 
. .”

Cheryl Pearson-McNeil is 
senior vice president of public 
affairs and government rela-
tions for Nielsen. For more 
information and studies, go to 
www.nielsenwire.com.
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The other day, i 
found myself en-
gaged in a casual 
discussion with 
someone next to me 
on an airplane. in 

the course of the conversation, 
i mentioned that i had written 
two books on labor unions.

The man responded that he 
thought that unions could be 
both good and not so good. i 
am used to hearing such argu-
ments, but he then added that 
he thought “… sometimes, 
unions are too strong….”

There is something almost 
other-worldly when i hear 
someone suggest that unions 
are too strong. First, labor 
unions represent approximate-
ly 11 to 12 percent of the non-
agricultural workforce. That 
means that about one out of 10 
workers are in unions. That is 
not what one could describe as 
overwhelming strength.

Yet what i found most im-
portant about the comment 
was something that went be-
yond the facts. This gentleman 
had, in his mind, disconnected 
the matter of economic justice 
from the matter of institutions 
called labor unions.

in other words, rather than 
seeing unions as organizations 
fighting for economic justice 
for workers - irrespective of 
whether they happen to be in 
unions - he saw unions as iso-

lated institutions that look out 
for their members but no one 
else.

in fact, the gentleman on the 
plane was offering a criticism 
of labor unions that those of us 
who are active in unions (and/
or support them) should take 
very seriously.

it would be very difficult to 
believe that anyone who was 
not an outright apologist for 
corporations would have any 
issue with organizations fight-
ing for economic justice. After 
all, can there be too much eco-
nomic justice?

On the other hand, if you look 
at labor unions as the equivalent 
of a lobby, such as the national 
Association of Home Builders, 
for example, then one could 
conceivably conclude that the 
institution could, under certain 
circumstances, be too strong. 
please do not get me wrong, i 
am not saying that labor unions 
are or have been too strong. 
What i am suggesting is that if 
they are not viewed broadly as 
instruments for economic jus-
tice, they can be viewed as just 
another lobby or special inter-
est group.

What this gentleman on the 
plane was suggesting actually 
represents the central challenge 
for those who believe in labor 
unions and economic justice.  
The union, as i have raised in 
my most recent book, “They’re 
Bankrupting Us - And Twenty 
Other Myths about Unions,” 

is an organization of workers 
fighting to improve the condi-
tions and living standards of 
workers.

To the extent to which it de-
fines that fight narrowly, the 
union may be viewed with jeal-
ousy, envy or resentment. To 
the extent to which it defines 
that fight in terms of the inter-
ests of workers generally, it has 
a better chance to succeed and 
win broad support.

The Chicago teachers’ strike 
is a case in point. The teachers’ 
union worked overtime to in-
teract, learn from and hold dis-
cussion with parents and other 
community members such that 
when the strike unfolded; it ac-
tually became a popular strike 
for the children.

The issues raised by the 
union were perceived not as 
special interests but as interests 
in favor of the parents and stu-
dents. 

As a matter of fact, i raised 
the issue of the Chicago teach-
ers’ strike with the gentleman 
on the plane. He looked at 
me cautiously and nodded his 
head.  point taken and regis-
tered.

Bill Fletcher Jr. is a senior 
scholar with the Institute for 
Policy Studies, the immediate 
past president of TransAfrica 
Forum and author of “They’re 
Bankrupting Us - And Twenty 
Other Myths about Unions.” 
Follow him at www.billfletch-
erjr.com

N.C. Governor Beverly 
Perdue: southern governor 
breaks with the past

There are some 
painful things 
from my child-
hood in segre-
gated Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., that i will 
never forget. At 

the top of the list is Gov. George 
C. Wallace’s June 11, 1963 “Stand 
in the School House Door” at the 
University of Alabama.

i had just completed my sopho-
more year at Druid High School 
when Wallace came to my home-
town to prevent two African Amer-
icans - Vivian Malone and James 
Hood - from registering for classes 
at Foster Auditorium.

in his inaugural address as gov-
ernor, Wallace had promised, “seg-
regation now, segregation tomor-
row and segregation forever.”

in an attempt to maintain seg-
regation, Wallace showboated at 
the university with a state’s rights 
speech in which he had the gall to 
mention that the federal govern-
ment was formed on the premise 
that “individuals are endowed with 
the rights of life, liberty and proper-
ty….”  Of course, he was referring 
to white individuals, not people 
who looked like me.

Deputy U.S. Attorney General 
nicholas Katzenbach asked Wal-
lace to step aside and allow Malone 
and Hood to register. After Wallace 
refused, Katzenbach left and placed 
a call to president John F. Kennedy. 

The president federalized the Al-
abama national Guard and Katzen-
bach returned later in the day with 
Gen. Henry Graham, who was now 
under federal command.

Graham told Wallace, “Sir, it is 
my sad duty to ask you to step aside 
under the orders of the president 
of the United States.” After a few 
more comments, Wallace stepped 
aside and Vivian Malone and 
James Hood registered as students.

That was a joyous day on the 

west side of town, where most 
blacks lived.

A year earlier, riots erupted in 
the state immediately west of us 
when James Meredith desegre-
gated the University of Mississippi 
at Oxford. Another segregationist 
governor, Ross Barnett, led the op-
position to Meredith’s enrollment.

U.S. Marshals and Army mili-
tary police were called in to restore 
order. Two people were killed dur-
ing the riots - a French journalist on 
assignment and a jukebox repair-
man. 

Meredith graduated with a politi-
cal science degree Aug. 18, 1963, 
about two months after Wallace’s 
“Stand in the School House Door” 
in neighboring Alabama.

in 1966, Meredith returned to 
Mississippi to embark on what he 
called the “March Against Fear,” 
an effort to encourage blacks in 
Mississippi to vote. Thirty miles 
into his 220-mile march from 
Memphis to Jackson, he was shot 
several times by a white sniper. 
Meredith survived.

On the east side of Alabama, 
Lester Maddox was elected gov-
ernor of Georgia in 1966, largely 
on his reputation as a staunch seg-
regationist. When blacks tried to 
integrate his restaurant in 1964, 
Maddox confronted them with an 
ax handle. He sold his restaurant 
rather than comply with the 1964 
Civil Rights Act.

now we come to north Carolina 
Gov. Beverly perdue who broke 
with that racist past, when she 
made the bold decision to pardon 
the Wilmington Ten just before 
completing her term.

Upon issuing the pardons - the 
only ones she signed while in of-
fice - perdue said, “i believe the 
Wilmington Ten were victims of 
the times, and victims of a deep-
seeded prejudice and racism that 
circumvented any kind of likeli-
hood that their trial was fair.”

A federal appeals court reached 

the same conclusion in 1980 when 
it overturned their conviction on ar-
son and conspiracy charges in con-
nection with the firebombing of a 
white-owned grocery store.

Although an earlier governor 
had commuted the sentences of 
the Wilmington Ten, only perdue 
would issue pardons of innocence, 
which had the same effect of their 
never having been convicted of a 
crime.

At a luncheon in early March, 
sponsored by the national news-
paper publishers Association 
Foundation, perdue was honored 
for her courage.

For all the talk of a new South, 
nothing symbolized a changed re-
gion more than perdue sharing a 
stage with Ben Chavis, the leader 
of the Wilmington Ten, and Mary 
Alice Thatch, whose activist father 
preceded her as publisher of the 
Wilmington Journal.

Thatch said, “i don’t know if you 
remember Michelle Obama saying, 
‘For once in my life, i’m proud of 
my country.’ i want to say to Gov. 
perdue, for once in my life, i am 
proud of north Carolina. Thank 
you so much.”

perdue said she was only doing 
what was right. As we have seen, 
doing the right thing has not always 
been the hallmark of white gover-
nors in the South.

The sight of perdue standing be-
side Chavis and Thatch was another 
memory i will always cherish. i’ll 
never forget George Wallace, Ross 
Barnett or Lester Maddox. But nor 
will i ever forget Beverly perdue, 
a southern governor who had the 
strength and courage to make sure 
justice was finally served.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
News Service (NNPA.) He can be 
reached through his website, www.
georgecurry.com. Follow him at 
www.twitter.com/currygeorge.

Women rule: Chaka’s 
“I’m Every Woman” 

Are labor unions too strong?
At the 10th an-

niversary of the 
start of the iraq 
War and as one 
of the longest and 
most costly wars 
in U.S. history, 

the true costs in dollars, lives, en-
vironmental contamination and op-
portunity costs may never be fully 
appreciated.

This “preventive war” waged 
on our behalf has forever tainted 
the world view and standing of the 
U.S. Disregarding international and 
domestic public opinion and inter-
national law before the war, this 
illegal war was destined to happen 
regardless of that opinion.

perhaps the most significant 
outcome of the war is clarification 
of what doesn’t work in resolving 
international conflict. namely, war 
itself.

Dollar estimates of the combined 
war costs range from $1.4 trillion to 
$4 trillion spent and obligated or a 
bill of between $4,500 and $12,742 
for every man, woman and child in 
the U.S.

The human costs and death toll 
are immense. it is estimated that 
between 225,000 to more than 
1,000,000 have been killed when 
taking into account all the lives lost 
in iraq, Afghanistan and pakistan.

To this tragedy are added the tens 
of thousands injured who have re-
turned home with similar numbers 

in war zone countries. Significant 
brain and spinal injuries to coali-
tion forces approach 20 percent 
and pTSD 30 percent. The costs of 
treating these problems will con-
tinue for decades to come.

in a part of the world where pov-
erty and oppression are the norm, 
identifying and addressing the root 
cause of conflict is far better than 
bombs at preventing terrorism and 
is far less costly.

The respected international me-
diator John paul Lederach sug-
gested that going to war to defeat 
terrorism is like hitting a mature 
dandelion with a golf club - it only 
creates another generation of terror-
ists.

That graphic image is very tell-
ing in a part of the world where the 
mean age ranges from 17.9 in Af-
ghanistan to 21.1 in iraq. How will 
these future generations, who lack 
the meeting of basic human needs, 
respond to our war?

The continuation of suicide 
bombings in iraq and Afghanistan 
are the desperate response of an oc-
cupied people. in his book, Dying 
to Win, professor Robert pape of 
the University of Chicago exam-
ines in depth the phenomenon of 
suicide bombing.

His research reveals that though 
religious conviction or revenge 
may play a role, the vast majority 
(greater than 95 percent) of suicide 
bombings always include the pri-
mary motivation of trying to push 
out foreign occupiers.

in a way to somehow sanitize or 
numb ourselves to the horrific ef-
fects of this war, we have seen an 
entirely new lexicon added to our 
language; from drones (remote spy-
ing/assassination unmanned aerial 
vehicles) to pTSD (post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder) to TBi (Traumatic 
Brain injury - the signature injury 
to U.S. forces) to collateral dam-
age (killing innocent civilians) to 
enhanced interrogation (torture) 
to rendition (torturing prisoners in 
outsourced countries like Egypt on 
behalf of the US) to Suicide Bomb-
ers.

We are now even marketing 
drones as a jobs program at home. 
We have written whole gymnastic 
legal treatises to sooth ourselves 
and to justify our use of terrorism 
and assassination of even our own 
citizens.

These are some of the realities 
10 years after launching an entirely 
preventable war. During this same 
period, we have fallen into financial 
disarray at home with a significant 
contribution from these wars.

These are the facts after 10 years 
of “preventative war.” How we 
address the facts at hand will de-
termine our future and that of the 
world. indeed, conflict is inevitable. 
But war is optional - and a poor one. 

Robert F. Dodge, M.D., serves 
on the boards of Nuclear Age Peace 
Foundation, Beyond War, Physi-
cians for Social Responsibility Los 
Angeles, Citizens for Peaceful Res-
olutions and writes for PeaceVoice.

10 years worth of lessons 
learned from war in Iraq
By Robert F. Dodge
Special to The Mississippi Link

By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

By Cheryl Pearson-McNeil
NNPA Columnist

By Bill Fletcher, Jr. 
NNPA Columnist



The Josephine Kelly Chap-
ter of the National Junior 
Honor Society (NJHS) at 
Cardozo Middle School in-
ducted twenty-two students 
March 8. 

The new inductees demon-
strated excellence in the five 
tenants of the NJHS, schol-
arship, leadership, service, 
character, and citizenship. 

School Board vice presi-
dent Linda Rush served as 

motivational speaker at the 
event and challenged the in-
ductees to not rest on their 
success today, but to continue 
to strive towards even loftier 
goals.

The National Junior Honor 

Society was established in 
1929 to honor exceptional 
middle-level students. Mem-
bership in NJHS remains 
one of the highest honors a 
middle school student can re-
ceive.

Lanier High 
School teacher 
Melzenia Taylor 
was honored at the 
school February 28 
as the Watson Qual-
ity Ford Teacher of 
the Week. Lanier 
Principal Dr. Sh-
emeka McClung 
joined representa-
tives from Watson 
Quality Ford as 
they presented Tay-
lor with a check for 
$100, a Teacher of 
the Week trophy, a 
$25 gift card, and 
other gifts. 

According to 
her Teacher of the 
Week profile, Tay-
lor was nominated 
for demonstrating 
compassion for her students. She 
teaches them how to handle bul-
lying, peer pressure, and how to 
cope with other issues they might 
experience.

Taylor has been an exceptional 
education teacher at Lanier for 
nine years. She teaches employ-
ment English and learning strate-
gies to students in grades 9-12. 
With over 25 years of teaching 
experience, Taylor has developed 
a passion for her students and 
teaching. 

“She wants to make sure each 
child has a bright, successful fu-
ture,” said Dr. McClung. “Not 
only does she teach academics, 
she also teaches social skills, so 
that her students can become well-

rounded individuals.”
Taylor earned a bachelor’s de-

gree in special education and a 
master’s degree in elementary 
school administration from Jack-
son State University. She also 
holds a grief counseling certificate 
from the Wellington Institute. 

Each week, Watson Quality 
Ford honors a teacher in central 
Mississippi who has made a dif-
ference in the lives of his or her 
students. 

Watson Quality Ford and WAPT 
encourage students, parents, and 
schools to nominate teachers for 
the Watson Quality Ford Home 
Team Teacher of the Week honor. 

To nominate a teacher, visit 
WAPT.com.

Cardozo Middle National 
Honor Society induction

Lanier educator named 
Watson Quality Ford 
Teacher of the Week

The public is invited to 
learn more about job oppor-
tunities in Jackson Public 
Schools by attending the dis-
trict’s annual Job Fair from 
9 a.m. until noon Saturday, 
April 13, at Cardozo Middle 
School located at 3180 Mc-
Dowell Road Extension. 

The district is seeking 
highly qualified employ-
ees for 2013-2014, includ-
ing teachers, teacher substi-
tutes, librarians, counselors, 
and non-certified employees 
such as bus drivers, cafeteria, 
maintenance employees and 
custodians.

“Jackson Public Schools 
has a wide range of educa-
tional programs for students 
and unique teaching oppor-
tunities, including Interna-
tional Baccalaureate, Mon-
tessori,  the Academic and 
Performing Arts Complex, 
and Pre-K to name a few,” 
said Cerissa Neal, director of 
teacher recruitment.

“We especially would like 
to encourage new teacher 
graduates, recently certified 
teachers, or individuals in-
terested in teaching in Jack-
son to find out more about 
the certified openings in our 
schools,” she added. “We 
also have employment oppor-
tunities in other areas such 
as food service, transporta-
tion and maintenance, and 
department leaders will be 
available to interview poten-
tial employees as well as an-
swer any questions regarding 
the benefits of working with 

Jackson Public Schools.”
Each school and depart-

ments will have a table at 
the fair. Candidates will have 
the opportunity to be inter-
viewed by principals and 
department supervisors who 
make recommendations for 
hiring. The intent is to fill 
as many positions as pos-
sible with quality candidates 
on this date so that Jackson 
Public Schools can be fully 
staffed when school opens in 
August.

All potential employees 

are encouraged to complete a 
JPS employment application 
using the online application 
at www.jackson.k12.ms.us 
prior to the event.

“The interview process 
will be much more effective 
and less time consuming by 
completing the application in 
advance,” Neal noted.

For more information, 
contact the Office of Teach-
er Recruitment at 601-960-
8744 or visit Jackson Pub-
lic Schools’ website at www.
jackson.k12.ms.us 

JPS to host job fair 
to fill vacancies
The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi 
Link Newswire
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(Seated center left to right) Board vice president Linda Rush, Board member Kisiah Nolan, and Cardozo principal Dr. Josephine Kelly pictured with 
members of the National Junior Honor Society.
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Lockheed Martin is hosting the 
fifth annual Information Technol-
ogy (IT) Day Friday, March 22, 
at the Jackson Convention Com-
plex to increase IT education and 
awareness, as well as encourage 
networking and collaboration in 
industry, academia and the com-
munity. The day-long event is free 
of charge and open to the public. 
Lockheed Martin will also be on-
site recruiting for jobs in the Mis-
sissippi area.

This IT event has been hosted 
in Jackson for the past four years. 
Attendees are invited to participate 
in an array of educational sessions 
that target both students and pro-
fessionals.  The agenda highlights 
include a panel discussion of cyber 
security experts, as well as two 
distinctive track sessions to offer 
attendees the opportunity to hone 
their skills and information tech-
nology knowledge during break-
out educational sessions.

The IT Day luncheon will fea-
ture a keynote address by Carla 
Harris, managing director and 
senior client advisor at Morgan 
Stanley, where she is responsible 
for increasing client connectivity 
and penetration to enhance rev-
enue generation across the firm’s 
securities and wealth management 
businesses. 

Harris, recently was named to 

Fortune Magazine’s list of “The 
50 Most Powerful Black Execu-
tives in Corporate America. She 
is an award-winning author, a 
community activist and an accom-
plished singer. 

More than 500 high school and 
college students will participate in 
the day’s hands-on activities. The 
students will also have the oppor-
tunity to compete in the annual Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) Bowl Challenge. 

These events are designed to 
increase the students’ knowledge 
and skill sets in STEM subjects 
for future employment, as well as 
provide them with an upfront look 
at current trends in the IT industry.  

A vendor expo will be open 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., showcasing tech-
nology and services from more 
than 50 local and national IT ven-

dors. The expo provides a unique 
opportunity to network and ex-
change information in a more re-
laxed setting, interacting with a 
number of Lockheed Martin’s in-
novations such as its Human Im-
mersive Laboratory and a variety 
of touch-screen interactives.

Lockheed Martin has a signifi-
cant presence throughout Mississip-
pi, with locations in Clinton, Biloxi, 
Stennis, Vicksburg, Meridian and 
Pascagoula that employ nearly 850 
people. Among the event exhibitors 
will be its Clinton Mission Support 
Services Center, Army Corps of 
Engineers Information Technology 
Program headquartered in Vicks-
burg, and High Performance Com-
puting Modernization Program 
located at Stennis Space Center and  
in Vicksburg. 

Headquartered in Bethesda, 
Md., Lockheed Martin is a global 
security and aerospace company 
that employs about 120,000 people 
worldwide and is principally en-
gaged in the research, design, de-
velopment, manufacture, integra-
tion and sustainment of advanced 
technology systems, products and 
services. The corporation’s net 
sales for 2012 were $47.2 billion.

For more information on IT 
Day, visit: http://www.itdaymissis-
sippi.org Lockheed Martin is listed 
on the New York Stock Exchange 
as “NYSE:LMT.”
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U.S. Education Secretary 
Arne Duncan has announced 
the appointment of David J. 
Johns as executive director of 
the White House Initiative on 
Educational Excellence for Af-
rican Americans.

“David’s expertise will be 
critical in helping to address 
the academic challenges that 
many African American stu-
dents face, and I am delighted 
to have him on our team,” 
Duncan said. “His wealth of 
knowledge and passion will 

help the Department move for-
ward in its quest to ensure that 
all children are college and ca-
reer ready.”

As executive director Johns 
will be asked to identify evi-
dence-based best practices to 
improve African American stu-
dent achievement from cradle 
to career. The goal of the ini-
tiative is to work with federal, 
state, and local agencies as 
well as community groups to 
produce a more effective con-
tinuum of education programs 
for African American students.

Prior to joining the Depart-
ment, Johns was a senior edu-
cation policy advisor to the 
Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions 
(HELP) under the leadership 
of Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa. 
Before working for the Senate 
HELP committee, Johns served 
under the leadership of the late 
Sen. Ted Kennedy, D-Mass. 
Johns also was a Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation Fel-
low in the office of Congress-
man Charles Rangel, D-N.Y.

Johns has worked on is-

sues affecting low-income and 
minority students, neglected 
youth and early childhood 
education, and Historically 
Black Colleges and Universi-
ties (HBCUs). His research as 
an Andrew W. Mellon Fellow 
served as a catalyst to identify, 
disrupt and supplant negative 
perceptions of black males, 
both within academia and so-
ciety. 

Johns is committed to volun-
teer services and maintains an 
active commitment to improve 
literacy among adolescent mi-

nority males.
He obtained a 

master’s degree in 
sociology and ed-
ucation policy at 
Teachers College, 
Columbia Uni-
versity, where he 
graduated summa 
cum laude while 
s imul taneously 
teaching elemen-
tary school in 
New York City. He graduated 
with honors from Columbia 
University in 2004 with a tri-

ple major in English, creative 
writing and African American 
studies.

Susan L. Taylor, editor emer-
ita of Essence magazine and 
founder of the National Cares 
Mentoring Movement, will 
headline events at Jackson State 
University Friday, March 22 
and Saturday, March 23.

“A Night With Susan L. Tay-
lor,” will culminate Women’s 
Emphasis Week, which is held 
in recognition of Women’s His-
tory Month. Taylor will discuss 
leadership and other topics on 
Friday, March 22, from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at the Student Center 
- Ballroom A. The event is free 
and open to the public.

On Saturday, March 23, Tay-
lor will give the keynote ad-

dress during the 2013 Emerging 
Leaders Leadership Summit. 
The luncheon will be held at 
12:15 p.m. in the Student Cen-
ter. Taylor’s address is entitled: 
“Bold, Visionary Leadership: 
From the Inside Out.”

The one-day conference of-
fers presentations, interactive 
workshops and networking op-
portunities for students across 
the state. The summit attracts 
student leaders who are inter-
ested in learning new skills and 
getting involved with their local 
and global communities.

Lori Jackson, associate direc-
tor for Campus Life, said Wom-
en’s Emphasis Week is spon-
sored by the Division of Student 

Life and 
the Cen-
ter for 
S tuden t 
Engage-
ment and 
I n c l u -
sion/Student Government As-
sociation.

Jackson said organizers were 
excited about the opportunity to 
have Taylor’s discussion be the 
culmination of the week.

“She’s an iconic female fig-
ure, not only in the journalism 
world, but to women period. 
She brings a wealth of inspira-
tion, knowledge and encourage-
ment for all women,” Jackson 
said.

T a y l o r 
worked at Es-
sence, a maga-
zine for Afri-
can-American 
women, for 37 
years, includ-
ing serving as 
its editor-in-
chief. The Na-
tional CARES 
M e n t o r i n g 
M o v e m e n t 
was founded in 
2005. The orga-
nization works 
to connect men-
tors with local 
youth-serving 
and mentoring 
organizations.

Hundreds of small and 
limited-resource farmers 
and women in business 
from all over the state of 
Mississippi and surround-
ing states have a chance to 
attend the 22nd annual Al-
corn State University Ex-
tension Program (ASUEP) 
Small Farmers Conference 
to be held March 25 - 27, 
2013, at Harlow’s Confer-
ence Center and Resort in 
Greenville. The conference 
is co-sponsored by ASUEP 
and the Mississippi As-
sociation of Cooperatives 
(MAC).

“This year, ASUEP 
chose renowned agricul-
turalists Dr. K.D. Kokate, 
and Dr. Ivory W. Lyles to 
be the keynote speakers 
at the conference,” shared 
Anthony Reed, ASUEP 
interim assistant extension 
administrator and confer-
ence co-chair. “With these 
two esteemed gentlemen, 
the conference partici-
pants will gain a wealth of 
knowledge and insight that 

they can apply in their en-
deavors.” 

Kokate is a world re-
nowned scientist in the 
field of agriculture with 
over 360 published works. 
As deputy director of Ag-
riculture Extension for In-
dian Council for Agricul-
tural Research (ICAR), he 
has been instrumental in 
extension policy planning, 
management, reforms and 
other duties in his native 
India. 

Kokate has also estab-
lished global partnerships 
with Iowa State University 
and Alcorn State Univer-
sity in establishing Agri-
culture Science Centers 
for the India Africa Fo-
rum. He also served on 
75 global committees on 
five-year plans, extension 
policy and academic re-
search and development. 
For his contribution to the 
agriculture extension field, 
Orissa University of Agri-
culture and Technology in 
Orissa, India, awarded him 
doctor of science honorary 

degree.
Dr. Ivory W. Lyles is a 

former associate vice pres-
ident of Agriculture and 
director of Cooperative 
Extension Service, Univer-
sity of Arkansas. He retired 
after 30 years of service in 
the area of agriculture. 

Lyles graduated from 
Alcorn in 1980 with bache-
lor’s degrees in agriculture 
economics and education. 

He received his master’s 
degree from Mississippi 
State University and his 
doctorate from Ohio State 
University. Lyles has made 

an impact on the universi-
ties he has served. He es-
tablished the Leadership 
Academy and the South-
ern Extension Leadership 
Workshop at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, and 
raised over $25 million in 
Extension funding at the 
five land-grant universities 
he served.  

To register for the con-
ference, visit www.small-
farmersconference.org or 
contact Anthony Reed at 
601-877-2305, the ASUEP 
at 601-877-6128, or call 
toll-free 877-427-9536.

President Obama appoints new 
African American education czar
The Associated Press
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Susan L. Taylor, edi-
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JSU’s Emerging Leaders 
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Alcorn announces speakers for its 
2013 Small Farmers Conference  
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Vitamin D supplements 
significantly reduced blood 
pressure in the first large 
controlled study of African-
Americans, researchers re-
port in the American Heart 
Association journal Hyper-
tension.

Study highlights:
• Vitamin D supplements 

may help African-Americans 
lower their blood pressure.

• After three months, sys-
tolic blood pressure de-
creased for every 1000 units 
of vitamin D taken daily.

• Additional studies in 
larger groups of African-
Americans are necessary to 
confirm the findings.

In the prospective trial, 
a three-month regimen of 
daily vitamin D increased 
circulating blood levels of 
vitamin D and resulted in a 
decrease in systolic blood 
pressure ranging from .7 to 
four mmHg (depending upon 

the dose given), 
compared with 
no change in par-
ticipants who re-
ceived a placebo.

Systolic blood 
pressure, the top 
and highest num-
ber in a reading, 
is pressure in the 
arteries when 
the heart beats. 
Diastolic blood 
pressure, the 
bottom and lower number, 
is pressure in the arteries be-
tween heart beats.

 “Although this needs to 
be studied further, the great-
er prevalence of vitamin D 
deficiency among African-
Americans may explain in 
part some of the racial dis-
parity in blood pressure,” 
said John P. Forman, M.D., 
M.Sc., lead author of the 
study and assistant professor 
of medicine in the renal divi-
sion and Kidney Clinical Re-

search Institute at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital in 
Boston, Mass.

African-Americans have 
higher rates of hypertension 
and lower levels of circulat-
ing 25-hydroxyvitamin D 
(vitamin D3 or cholecalcif-
erol) than the rest of the U.S. 
population. 

Few studies have included 
enough African-Americans 
to determine whether vita-
min D supplements might re-
duce the racial disparity.

James Fortune knows what it 
means to survive.

Having lived through a situation 
of despair, Fortune has overcome 
the impossible and is a true testimo-
ny of faith and perseverance. This is 
the message he wants to share with 
the rest of the world.

Having been a supporter since 
2010, the award-winning gospel star 
has visited St. Jude Children’s Hos-
pital several times. He performed a 
benefit concert to give support and 
love to the children there who suffer 
from all types and stages of cancer 
and other life threatening diseases. 

He is intimately invested in the 
work of the hospital and is rallying 
for others to do the same.

On February 8, while headlining 

the United As One Tour, Fortune 
visited St. Jude’s Children’s Re-
search Hospital in Memphis with 
fellow artist and brother in Christ, 
VaShawn Mitchell. 

The visit was a much welcomed 
surprise - especially for a special 
4-year old boy, diagnosed with 
pineoblastoma (childhood brain 
tumor). Visits like these are what 
Fortune encourages his family and 
celebrity friends to do to continue 
to raise awareness and the funds to 
keep St. Jude’s operating on a regu-
lar basis. St. Jude treats the world’s 
sickest children at no cost or addi-
tional stress to their families.

“When St. Jude’s was estab-
lished, there was only a 4 percent 
survival rate for kids with cancer. 
Now it’s up over 90 percent. That 

shows how important St. Jude’s 
work is for our children. My prayer 
is that everyone would become a 
partner in hope, said Fortune.”

Visit www.StJude.org for more 
information.”

Monifa Bandele, campaign direc-
tor for MomsRising.org, a multicul-
tural civil rights organization, wants 
everyone to know that the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) is poised to soon make 
some of the most major changes 
to public school lunch room food 
choices in more than three decades.

In 2010 Congress passed the 
Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act. 
The legislation gives the USDA, as 
their press release stated, the - “op-
portunity to make real reforms to the 
school lunch and breakfast programs 
by improving the critical nutrition 
and hunger safety net for millions of 
children.”

As part of that reform the USDA 
has zeroed in on snack foods in the 

lunch room and is looking for input 
from the community on its web-
site - usda.gov. The USDA wants 
public comment by April 9 about 
the “Smart Snacks in School” rule 
involving the raging debate over 
vending machines offering too much 
so called junk food and not more 
healthy choices in the lunch room.

“The guidelines around what can 
be sold in school vending machines 
and concession stands and a la carte 
lines haven’t been updated since the 
‘70’s. So, it’s really out of date. We 
see all kinds of things happening in 
schools. We know about 40 percent 
of all kids actually buy snacks from 
the vending machines instead of eat-
ing the school lunch a lot of times. 
We want to make sure that it’s nutri-
tious. We’re mobilizing parents to 

say we want strong rules in place. 
We really don’t want junk food be-
ing sold to kids inside schools any-
where.” Bandele said.

HEALTH

Fortune helps raise 
awareness about cancer

Moms’ organization alerts public 
about USDA school lunch changes

10 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.commARCh 21 - 27, 2013

Vitamin D supplements may help 
blacks lower blood pressureeurweb.com

eurweb.com

healthcanal.com

PSA

Fortune

Bandele



First lady Michelle Obama 
will appear on the cover of 
the fashion glossy when the 
April issue arrives on news-
stands in less than two weeks. 
But with this sophomore turn 
on the Vogue cover, the sight 
of her smiling visage and 
freshly cut locks in the pag-
es of the fashion industry’s 
guardian of establishment 
aesthetics is less of a surprise 
and more of an expectation.

Obama seems to have 
settled comfortably into 
her pop-culture status as a 
fashion icon, having boldly 
indulged in such who-the-
heck-are-they designers as 
Thom Browne and Bibhu 
Mohapatra. With the aid of 
celebrity photographer An-
nie Leibovitz and a village of 
stylists led by Vogue fashion 
editor Tonne Goodman, there 
was a near guarantee of a flat-
tering image for the histori-
cal record. Vogue magazine 
boasts a circulation of some 
1.2 million readers. It is not 
the political press.

And Anna Wintour, the 
magazine’s influential editor, 
was one of President Obama’s 
most tireless fundraisers dur-
ing the last campaign.

The White House said Mi-
chelle Obama was merely 
following in the footsteps of 
other first ladies who inter-
viewed with the magazine 
and continuing her own tradi-
tion of speaking to media out-
lets, whether it’s the AARP 
magazine or “Late Night 

With Jimmy Fal-
lon.”

Vogue “is such 
a fascinating in-
stitution,” said 
Jonathan Van Me-
ter, who wrote the 
a c c o m p a n y i n g 
story, for which 
he interviewed 
both the first lady 
and the presi-
dent. “It’s always 
had this strain 
of politics in it. 
But Vogue likes 
to like people. 
And I like to like 
people when I 
write about them. 
There’s a certain comfort lev-
el with the environment. And 
there’s something very cer-
emonious about Vogue and a 
Vogue shoot.”

Van Meter, who said he be-
gan angling for the interview 
more than three years ago, sat 
down with the First Couple 
for 40 minutes in January, 
during which they discussed 
parenting, staying grounded, 
constituent impatience, po-
litical urgency and, of course, 
style: his lack of it, the atten-
tion paid to hers.

“If you’re comfortable in 
your clothes it’s easy to con-
nect with people and make 
them feel comfortable as 
well,” the First Lady told Van 
Meter.

Michelle Obama’s debut 
appearance on the Vogue 
cover in March 2009 was 
indeed an East Wing rite of 
passage going back at least 

to Mamie Eisenhower. Being 
photographed for the maga-
zine is one of the few remain-
ing bipartisan gestures. For 
that portrait, she sat curled 
on a sofa with her long, toned 
arms lightly wrapped one 
over the other in a protective 
gesture.

The April 2013 cover 
shows her in a more open, 
more assertive stance. She 
leans against a table and 
looks directly into the cam-
era’s lens with her bare arms 
- still lean, perhaps a bit more 
toned - resting at her side. 
She’s wardrobed from her 
own closet in a Reed Krakoff 
sheath in cerulean blue with a 
flourish of purple at the neck-
line. She wears the same look 
in the photograph inside with 
the president, who’s dressed 
in a pinstriped shirt and a 
blue - but not matchy-matchy 
- tie.
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Upcoming conservative star 
Ben Carson didn’t rule out 
the possibility recently that he 
could run for president after he 
retires from his work as a pedi-
atric surgeon, and strongly re-
buked the man currently in the 
White House.

Carson, who works at Johns 
Hopkins Medicine, boosted 
his profile during the National 
Prayer Breakfast last month 
when he criticized Obam-
acare and taxes with President 
Barack Obama sitting only a 
few feet away.

He ramped up that criticism 
at CPAC to a very receptive 
crowd.

“Let’s say somebody were 
[in the White House] and they 
wanted to destroy this nation,” 
Carson said. “I would create 
division among the people, 
encourage a culture of ridicule 
for basic morality and the prin-
ciples that made and sustained 
the country, undermine the fi-
nancial stability of the nation, 
and weaken and destroy the 
military. It appears coinciden-
tally that those are the very 
things that are happening right 
now.”

He said the Af-
fordable Care Act 
should either be 
defunded or drasti-
cally changed. He 
also challenged 
the philosophy of 
social welfare in 
government, say-
ing the rich have 
always been phil-
anthropic and that 
people are not go-
ing hungry on the 
streets - they’re 
always taken care of, he said.

Carson, who is black, 
mocked those who criticized 
him after the National Prayer 
Breakfast remarks for attack-
ing the president, and said the 
assumption that black voters 
should be Democrats was in-
sulting.

“When did we reach a point 
where you have to have a cer-
tain philosophy because of the 
color of your skin?” he asked.

Carson, 61, received a stand-
ing ovation when he said he 
plans to retire because “there 
are so many more things that 
could be done.”

One of those, potentially, 
could be a run for president, he 
hinted.

“Let’s say you magically put 
me in the White House,” he 
said, to another standing ova-
tion.

Carson has previously dis-
cussed whether he would run 
for president, and similarly has 
decided not to give a firm “no.”

“That’s not my intention,” 
he told ABC’s Jonathan Karl 
in February after his National 
Prayer Breakfast speech. “But 
I always say, ‘I’ll leave that up 
to God.”

Still, he talked up his po-
tential credentials during his 
CPAC speech, notably his un-
derstanding of issues such as 
economics.

“It’s not brain surgery,” the 
neurosurgeon said.

Ben Carson CPAC 
speech leaves door 
open to presidential run

Michelle Obama’s second 
Vogue cover revealed

INGLEWOOD, Calif. - 
Evan Davidson lived with his 
wife for 51 years. But when 
he told morticians that the 
woman in the open casket 
wasn’t Darlene Davidson, 
they politely told him he was 
mistaken.

“I looked at her and said, 
`Well this don’t look like my 
wife at all,’” Davidson, 73, 
told KABC-TV. “They kept 
telling me it was, but it’s just 
because she had been em-
balmed and she was sick.”

They were wrong.
Simpson Family Mortuary 

of Inglewood acknowledged 
that the woman it buried on 
March 1 was not Davidson’s 
82-year-old wife.

Three days after the funer-
al, an employee called and 
asked Davidson to come and 
identify a body. The worker 
said a woman was “jumping 

up and down” 
and claiming 
that a body on 
view wasn’t her 
departed moth-
er’s, Davidson 
said.

He went to 
the mortuary.

“I saw my 
wife, and the 
shock just 
knocked me 
down,” he said.

The mortu-
ary has offered 
to exhume the 
body and to pay the costs of 
burying both women. David-
son’s wife has been sched-
uled to be reburied.

“Our main concern is for 
these people to receive the 
dignity and respect they de-
serve, and put the individual 
to rest. We are not sweeping 
it under the rug,” mortuary 

spokesman Reginald Black 
said in a statement. “We 
made an error and we want to 
rectify our error and do what-
ever we can do to make them 
feel better.”

Davidson has obtained an 
attorney to ask the state Cem-
etery and Funeral Bureau to 
investigate.

Amidst an illegal-gambling 
scandal, Florida Lt. Gov. Jen-
nifer Carroll announced her 
resignation, giving no expla-
nation.

Officials have arrested 
57 people in connection to 
the scheme. According to a 
spokesperson for governor 
Rick Scott, she was questioned 
by the state’s law enforcement, 
regarding her work with Allied 
Veterans of the World, a non-
profit charity that aids veter-
ans.

“Lt. Gov. Jennifer Carroll 
consulted for Allied Veterans 
while serving as a member of 
the Florida House of Repre-
sentatives in 2009 and 2010. 
She was interviewed by Flor-

ida Department 
of Law Enforce-
ment officers re-
garding her work 
with the com-
pany,” he said. 
“Lt. Gov. Carroll 
resigned in an ef-
fort to keep her 
former affiliation 
with the com-
pany from dis-
tracting from the 
administration’s 
important work 
on behalf of 
Florida families. 
She made the right decision 
for the state and her family.”

On March 13, local Florida 
officials charged 57 people in 
connection to a $300 million 

conspiracy tied to Allied Vet-
erans.

Carroll was the first African 
American elected to Florida’s 
statewide office.

Two former star high 
school football players broke 
down and openly wept on 
Sunday morning, March 17, 
in court after being found 
guilty of raping a 16-year-
old girl during a night of par-
tying last August.

Ma’Lik Richmond, 16, 
and Trent Mays, 17, had 
been charged with digitally 
penetrating the intoxicated 
girl twice on the night of Au-
gust 11, 2012. Richmond and 
Mays were found delinquent, 
which is the juvenile equiva-
lent of being found guilty. 

Mays was also convicted 
of a second felony charge of 
using a minor in nudity ori-
ented materials and for tak-
ing and distributing photo-
graphs of the victim in states 
of undress.

When the verdict was read 
both defendants began sob-
bing.

“I’m aware this is the first 
time they have been in trou-
ble with the law, but these 
are serious offenses,” said 
Judge Thomas Lipps, who 
decided the case without 
a jury. “If they were con-
victed in an adult court of 
these charges they would be 
spending many years in an 
adult prison.”

Judge Lipps sentenced 
Richmond to a minimum of 

one year incarceration in a 
juvenile facility. Mays was 
sentenced to a minimum of 
one year incarceration in a 
juvenile facility for the rape, 
and one year for the second 
felony, to be served consecu-
tively. Lipps called Mays’ 
crimes “more egregious” 
than Richmond’s. Both teens 
were facing a maximum sen-
tence of incarceration until 
age 21.

Funeral home ignores widow, 
buries the wrong body

Florida Lt. Gov. Jennifer 
Carroll abruptly resigns

Stubenville, OH teens 
found guilty of rape

The Associated Press

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

By Robin Givhan
washingtonpost.com
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Evan Davidson

Carroll

Ma’Lik Richmond (left) and Trent Mays (right)

Michelle on Vogue cover April 2013

By Elise Fole
The Huffington Post
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During my 
celebration of 
Women’s History 
Month with you, 
our readers, I’ve 
noticed that it has 
been become a tra-

dition for me to celebrate seasoned 
mothers.

When I say seasoned, I don’t 
mean just elderly, but truly sea-
soned because of the type of moth-
ering that they do and yes this in-
cludes the sacrifices they make for 
their families without giving it a 
second thought.  “Seasoned moth-
ers” are truly jewels in our society. 

I know that many of you know 
the type of mother I am referring 
to. The seasoned mother walks into 
the room and her children show her 
respect (not fear) immediately. The 
seasoned mom is usually the first 
one up every morning and the last 
to go to bed at night. She takes care 
of not only her children, but the 
children from the neighborhood. 
She may not always be gram-
matically correct, but everyone 
knows that when she speaks, her 
words are filled with wisdom. The 
seasoned mother is not afraid to 
punish her children and when she 
does, it is with so much love that 
when the child becomes an adult, 
the adult thanks God continuously 
for his/her rearing by the seasoned 
mother.

I love sharing my upbringing 
with others and was doing just that 
a few days ago. My girlfriend and 
I were walking down memory lane 
reliving the wonderful days of our 
childhood.  We grew up in differ-
ent cities but it appeared that our 
mothers had similar styles in rear-
ing children. 

We both agreed that there were 
times in our young years when we 
thought our mothers were “mean.” 
We were not allowed to hang out 
with our friends when we wanted 
to, to go where we wanted to, or 
to stay out as late as we wanted 
to. Often times, we were in church 
while our friends were home 
watching television or just hanging 
out. Yep, in our minds, our mothers 
were old-fashioned and just mean.

Yes, our seasoned mothers did 
let us, the children, share our opin-
ions but after all was said and done, 

she would usually end the conver-
sation with “because I said so” and 
that was the end of the discussion.  
And truth be known, we agreed 
that once we reflected on the 
situation(s), our seasoned mothers’ 
stance on the situation(s) was actu-
ally the wisest point of view.

Long before each of us had chil-
dren, we realized that our moth-
ers were keeping us safe, making 
us responsible, and even though 
we didn’t know it at the time, our 
mothers were showering us with 
love.

One point that I cannot leave out 
about the seasoned mother is she 
is a God-fearing woman who rears 
her children to be the same.  

I can truly tell you that my 
mother made sure that every time 
the church doors opened, we were 
present and working for the Lord. 
Her presence in our lives helped to 
mold all of my siblings and I into 
individuals who contribute posi-
tively to society and not afraid of 
failure. We all know that if we fall, 
God is there to catch us.

I know many seasoned moth-
ers who have crossed my path as a 
child and many I have had the plea-
sure to meet during my adult years. 
Through my associations with 
these strong women, I know that 
the seasoned mother will not hesi-
tate to let you know that without 
God, nothing is possible. I know 
that the seasoned mother loves to 
share His goodness with everyone 
she meets.

Remember the verse that I often 
find myself sharing with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How 
beautiful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring 
good tidings, who proclaim salva-
tion, who say to Zion, Your God 
reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messen-
ger for news in and around the state 
of Mississippi, would like to help 
you tell others about the blessings 
that God has bestowed upon you, 
as well as share the news of your 
place of worship and even those 
that you visit.

You may contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@mississip-
pilink.com. Fax 601-896-0091 
or mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Ida B. Wells-Barnett: An Afro-American prophet

As we cel-
ebrate Women’s 
History Month, I 
would like to pay 
special tribute to 
one of the lead-
ing voices in the 

African American pulpit, Rev. 
Dr. Gina M. Stewart, a leader 
who has been serving as senior 
pastor of Christ Missionary Bap-
tist Church for 18 years.  

Dr. Stewart is the second pas-
tor in the church’s history and the 
first woman elected as pastor in a 
predominately African American 
Baptist congregation in Memphis 
and Shelby County, Tenn. Of this 
Dr. Stewart said, “Even though 
the members were convinced this 
was the Will of God, there were 
people who were saying that 
God didn’t call women…to pas-
tor.” People also said the church 
would split or be full of women 
and no men. “Time and God have 
proven all of that wrong,” said 
Dr. Stewart.

In her 18 years of leadership, 
she has welcomed more than 
4,000 members into her congre-
gation and launched several in-
novative ministries including a 
second campus in a Memphis 
suburb.

Although still barred from 
membership in the male-only 
Memphis Baptist Ministerial 
Association, Dr. Stewart is wel-
comed and highly regarded in 
many places across the United 

States. She has received numer-
ous honors and awards celebrat-
ing her pastorate and her preach-
ing. Among them are Memphis 
Theological Seminary’s Out-
standing African-American 
Alumnus Award (1998), pastor 
of the Year Award (medium-size 
church) from the Memphis Gos-
pel Bridge Awards (2004), and 
The World’s Most Loved Pas-
tor Award from Gospel Today 
Magazine (November/December 
2005). Among her highest honors 
are her invitations to preach in 
the historic Hampton University 
Minister’s Conference. 

When asked to respond to pub-
lic opinions about her role as a 
female pastor, Dr. Stewart said, 
“Leadership is not gender-spe-
cific. Brains make decisions, not 
gender.” 

She earned a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration (BBA) in 
marketing in 1982 from the Uni-
versity of Memphis. In 1989, she 
received a Master of Education 
in administration and supervision 
from Trevecca Nazarene College 
in Nashville. She received the 
Master of Divinity degree from 
Memphis Theological Seminary 
in May 1996 and in 2000, Dr. 
Stewart attended the Harvard 
Divinity School Summer Leader-
ship Institute for Church Based 
Community and Economic De-
velopment. Dr. Stewart received 
the Doctor of Ministry degree 
from the ITC-Interdenomination-
al Theological Center - Atlanta in 
2007.

Dr. Stewart’s educational de-
grees only tell part of her intellec-
tual story. The other is told in her 
sermon content and theological 
integration. Inside a forty minute 
sermon, Dr. Stewart masterfully 
integrates theology, literature, 
history, and current events. Intel-
ligence, power, inspiration, en-
lightenment, and empowerment 
are just a few of the things one 
experiences in a message by Dr. 
Stewart. While her cadence trans-
ports the listener on a spiritual 
journey, one can’t help but pause 
to ponder the everyday ethical 
and social implications of her 
message. It is impossible to leave 
her sermons without an aware-
ness of each individual’s respon-
sibility to remedy inequalities 
and injustices in our society. This 
responsibility is ours not only by 
religious affiliation, but also as 
members of the human race. It 
is evident that Dr. Stewart views 
the elimination of oppression and 
injustice as a theological matter. 
When discussing whether God 
would send members of a female 
pastored church to hell, Dr. Stew-
art responded, “God is not that 
small that God would pin your 
eternal destiny on somebody’s 
gender.”

The unique impact of Dr. 
Stewart’s collective abilities mo-
tivates women and men to per-
sist in unchartered territory. Her 
life story is already remarkable 
with more chapters to be written. 
What more she will accomplish 
and barriers she’ll dismantle only 

heaven knows!
Rev. R. Janae Pitts-Murdock, 

a native of Detroit, relocated 
to Memphis in 2008 to serve at 
Mississippi Boulevard Christian 
Church where she recently served 
as lead pastor. She is a member 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. and serves as chaplain of the 
Southern Region.

Rev. Janae is a graduate of 
the University of Michigan - Ann 
Arbor with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in communication stud-
ies, Carnegie Mellon University 
with a Master of Science degree 
in public policy & management, 
and United Theological Semi-
nary with a Master of Divinity 
degree. Rev. Janae is married to 
Jeffrey Allen Murdock Jr., direc-
tor of choral programs at Mil-
lington Central High School. 
They have a toddler son, Jeffrey 
Allen Murdock, III.

The 1892 lynching of a dear 
friend, Thomas Moss (of Memphis, 
Tenn.), launched Mississippi na-
tive, Ida B. Wells-Barnett into inter-
national prominence as leader in the 
anti-lynching crusade. 

Her contribution was crucial: 
she spoke out at a time when few 
voices challenged the horror and 
injustice of the lynch law, and her 
research, writing and public speak-
ing informed people of the facts. 
She was convinced that the public’s 
awareness of the atrocity of lynch-
ing would lead to its demise.

Wells organized Illinois’s first 
black woman’s club at the end of 
the World’s Columbian Exposi-
tion in Chicago in 1893. One of the 
club’s early projects was to raise 
money to prosecute a police officer 
for killing an innocent black man 
on Chicago’s west side. The club 
helped establish the first black or-
chestra in Chicago, opened the first 
kindergarten for black children, and 
was a charter member of the Cook 
County Women’s Clubs - crossing 
the color line in clubs.

Following the 1908 riot in 
Springfield, Ill., Wells organized 
the young men of her Bible class 
at Grace Presbyterian Church in 
Chicago into what would eventu-
ally become the Negro Fellowship 
League, which existed until 1920. 
The league established a reading 
room and social center for men and 
boys. 

In 1919, Wells led the fight 
against the reinstatement of Frank 
Davis as sheriff in Alexander 
County, Ill., because he did not pre-
vent the lynching of a black man 
in Cairo, Ill. Wells investigated the 
facts of the case and presented them 
to Governor Charles Deneen, who 
ultimately refused to reinstate Davis 
despite political pressure to do so.

Wells attacked vice, housing 
conditions and discrimination 
wherever she found them. Ex-
pressing herself with strength and 
willfulness, she used the lecture po-
dium and newspaper articles to re-
veal in an uncompromising manner 
the injustices and outrage of racial 

bigotry.
In one of her works, “Tasks of a 

Prophetic Church” (Detroit II Con-
ference Papers, Orbis, 1982), es-
sayist Jacquelyn Grant, delineates 
several key threads in the prophetic 
voice of the church. The first ele-
ment if the prophetic voice is the 
ability to discern the will of God, 
to see how God is on the side of 
oppressed peoples. Wells certainly 
evidenced this capacity and com-
mitment.

Second, in discerning the will of 
God, the prophetic voice also ex-
poses the oppressive nature of soci-
ety. The committed Christian must 
stand for justice and transformation. 
Again, Wells is an excellent exam-
ple of this concern. Wells believed 
the only recourse for the black folk 
of Memphis, after the lynching of 
Thomas Moss, was a boycott and an 
exodus. 

Moss’s crime was opening a suc-
cessful grocery story that took busi-
ness away from a white grocer across 
the street. No attempt was made to 
punish the murderers, whose iden-
tities were known. Wells urged the 
blacks of Memphis to leave. Entire 
churches left the city. Over 2,000 
blacks left in two months’ time. 
Businesses that depended on black 
patronage began to fail. 

The superintendent of the rail-
way company called on Wells at her 
newspaper, the Free Speech, to urge 
readers to ride the streetcars again. 
White homemakers complained 
about the shortage of domestic 
workers. .

Wells saw lynching as whites’ 
tool for repressing emancipated 
blacks. Whites resented Afro-
Americans who could compete 
with them economically and move 
ahead in the social structure. She 
knew blacks could be enormously 
influential in electoral politics. This 
fact did not elude white southerners 
who knew Afro-Americans had the 
potential to upset their longstanding 
political and economic power base.

Wells studied the lynching of 
728 black men, women and chil-
dren in the 10 year period preced-
ing the Moss lynching. Most died 

for crimes like incendiarism, race 
prejudice, quarreling with whites 
and making threats. Wells’ inves-
tigations also uncovered a large 
number of interracial liaisons, and 
she asserted that white women had 
taken the initiative in some of these 
liaisons.

Another point of Grant’s regard-
ing Wells is that the prophetic voice 
must confront evil, and clearly 
Wells did not shrink from confron-
tation. Finally, according to Grant 
the prophetic voice seeks to create 
a community of faith, partnership, 
justice and unity. This was Wells’ 
goal and dream. 

To her credit, she held fast to her 
view of the power of economics in 
shaping and changing social opin-
ion in the United States. She gave 
new vision and provided new pos-
sibilities for black interactions with 
a racist culture. 

But she risked falling into the 
trap of believing that she was the 
only one able to discern God’s will 
for the liberation of the oppressed.

She often took unilateral ac-
tions which destroyed opportuni-
ties for coalition and dialogue. In 
her description of these events in 
her autobiography, her inability to 
grasp how her actions could hurt or 
anger others is evident. She reacted 
to other activists’ resistance to her 
ideas with puzzlement and even 
indignation. 

As she tried to work in the vari-
ous women’s groups in Chicago, 
she was sometimes cut off from 
decision-making, to which she re-
sponded with bitterness rather than 
self-examination. She did not un-
derstand why her experience with 
groups followed this pattern.

While Wells was excellent at ad-
dressing unjust structures, she did 
not always remember that people 
are the ones who create, maintain 
and even tear down those struc-
tures. In being confrontational, the 
prophet must always keep in mind 
that a root meaning of confrontation 
is “to face together.”

In short, Wells lacked the abil-
ity to combine the prophetic with 
the pastoral. Her passion for social 

change was deep and abiding, but 
her impatience with those who 
might cooperate with her prevented 
her from using her passion most ef-

By Rev. R. Janae Pitts-Murdock
Special to The Mississippi Link
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R E I g n I n g  A n n o u n c E M E n t s

Greater New Jericho Missionary Baptist Church, 2294 Attala Rd. 4225, Sallis, 
Miss., will host its Annual Men’s Day program Saturday, March 30, at 6 p.m. For more 
information call 601.214-1211.

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park Road, Flora, 
continues to host its Magnificent March Services. On Sunday, March 31, at 11 a.m., 
a resurrection message, along with wonderful singing will be delivered to all pres-
ent. For more visit information visit www.holycityempowermentministries.com or call 
(601) 879-3999.

New Jerusalem Church will host its Easter Celebration, “Take Me to the King” Sun-
day, March 31, at 10 a.m. This free, city-wide event will be held at the Jackson Con-
vention Center, 105 E. Pascagoula St., Jackson. For more information visit www.njc.
ms.org or call 601-371-6772 or 601-206-5844.

True Light Missionary Baptist Church, 224 East Bell Street, Jackson, will host 
their annual Easter Sunday service Sunday, March 31, at 8:30 a.m.  For more infor-
mation call 601-353-7364 or send an e-mail to infotlmbc@yahoo.com.

St. Mark Church, 1638 Clinton-Raymond Road, Clinton, with Rev. Willis Washing-
ton Jr., pastor-teacher, will have its Easter Sunday program March 31, at 10:15 a.m. 
The guest speaker will be Rev. Herman Daniels of Memphis. For more information, 
call (601) 488-4513 or (601) 214-8283.

St. Mark Church, 1638 Clinton-Raymond Road, Clinton, will celebrate Rev. Willis 
Washington Jr.’s 14th Year Anniversary at St. Mark Sunday, April 7 at 10:15 a.m. The 
guest speaker will be Rev. Melvin Pace. Please join us in thanking Pastor Washing-
ton for 14 years of faithful service. For more information, call (601) 488-4513 or (601) 
214-8283.
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Words from a servant
Successful female mega pastor defies myths

Wells-Barnett

Stewart

fectively. Wells did not understand that 
the personal side of transformation, 
in which individuals are changed and 
renewed, requires its own set of criti-

cal and analytical skills. Yet she was a 
powerful agitator, who motivated oth-
ers with prophetic and pastoral skills to 
mobilize black folk for social change. 



Exodus 20:1-
6 - “And God 
spake all these 
words, saying, I 
Am the Lord thy 
God, which have 
brought thee out 

of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. Thou shalt 
have no other gods before Me. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any like-
ness of anything that is in Heaven 
above, or that is in the earth be-
neath, or that is in the water un-
der the earth;  Thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to them, nor serve 
them; for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth genera-
tion of them that hate Me; and 
showing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love Me, and keep My 
commandments.”

Time is running out. Things 
are happening across the country 
today in the lives of people and 
in nations that should awaken ev-
ery person to the fact that we are 
in the very last times of the last 
days.  We need to understand that 
for us to substitute anyone or any-
thing for God or to put something 
in God’s place is fatal. No one 
can do for us what God has done. 
Our loyalty to Him should be ab-
solute, unmixed and unshared.

To ignore this is to choose to be 
lost. First place belongs to God.  
Everywhere we look in these 
days, voices are calling for us to 
come. They say, “come on over 
to my side.” God was making 
an ultimate demand, and He was 

revealing the most fundamental 
truth of the universe; all false 
gods will disappoint, because 
God brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, or sin. He brought you 
from the house of bondage. No 
other god can do that for you. To 
choose other gods to put before 
Him can only end in disaster.

The Israelites had just come 
from Egypt, a land of many idols 
and many gods. Because each 
god represented a different aspect 
of life, it was common to wor-
ship many gods in order to get the 
maximum number of blessings.  
When God told His people to 
worship and believe in Him that 
weren’t so hard for them, He was 
just one more god to add to the 
list.

But when He said, “You shall 
have no other gods before Me,” 
that was difficult for the people 
to accept. But if they didn’t learn 
that the God who led them out of 
Egypt was the only true God, they 
could not be His people, no mat-
ter how faithfully they kept the 
other commandments.

Today, we can allow many 
things to become gods to us.  
Money, fame, work, or pleasure 
can become gods when we con-
centrate too much on them for 
personal identity, meaning, and 
security. No one sets out with the 
intention of worshipping these 
things. But by the amount of time 
we devote to them, they can grow 
into gods that ultimately control 
our thoughts and energies. Let-
ting God hold the central place in 
our lives keeps these things from 
turning into gods. 

Permitting any false god to 
have first place in your experi-

ence will prove disappointing at 
the end of life’s day. In order for 
life to be really worthwhile, you 
must live according to the in-
struction of your Creator. There is 
no other way for life to be worth-
while.

When you look in the commer-
cial field, what do you see? Every 
convenience turned out by major 
corporations comes with its own 
manual. God has given us His 
manual, the Bible, which teaches 
us how to get the best out of our 
lives. Going against the Word of 
God will prove destructive.

When God said He would visit 
the iniquity, He was speaking of 
judgment, not only on us but also 
on our children, even to the third 
generation, showing how serious-
ly He regards this crime.  

Many are ignorant of this and 
refuse to regard this, only to let 
their children suffer the conse-
quences. Look at what we have 
on our hands today as far as 
young people are concerned, the 
rebellion, the revolting, the dis-
regard, and the disrespect. When 
God said “no other gods,” He 
meant that. What am I talking 
about?  That includes the god of 
self-esteem, the god of popular-
ity, and the god of indulgence in 
sinful pleasure.

Man was created to be a wor-
shipping creature, so when man 
dethrones the true God from his 
life, then he has to turn around 
and make a god of something 
else. As a worshipping creature, 
man is prone to give first place to 
his whims, to his wants, and to his 
desires. As a result, lust replaces 
love and greed supplants gener-
osity in one’s life. Time becomes 

all important, and eternity holds 
no significance at all.

Jesus made it plain in John 
8:34 when he said, “Whosoever 
committed sin is the servant (or 
slave) of sin.” You cannot commit 
sin without sin reigning in your 
mortal body. You cannot indulge 
in sin without sin having domin-
ion over you. Paul wrote in Ro-
mans 6:1-2, “What shall we say 
then? Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound? God for-
bid. How shall we, that are dead 
to sin, live any longer therein?”

In verse 14, Paul stated, “For 
sin shall not have dominion over 
you.” This is not a new age when 
it comes to the things of God. Sin 
and God cannot coexist in one’s 
life. Therefore, God is warning 
us.  He is telling us in the lan-
guage of His Scripture, “Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to 
them (gods), nor serve them.”

I want to emphasize that first 
place belongs to God in our lives, 
and He will have it no other way.  
He will not be satisfied with any 
substitution. It is time for a spiri-
tual examination. John said if you 
confess your sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive you. Will you 
make an effort to turn to the Lord 
if you are outside the fold of God?

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church of 
God in Farmhaven (Canton), 
Miss., and is married to Velma L. 
Green. He honorably served in 
the U.S. Army for 20 years. Pres-
ently, Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association of Evan-
gelism Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind. He serves as vice-chairman 
at the Southeastern Association 
of The Church of God, Inc. College Hill Missionary Baptist Church

Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of March 21

1.	 Take	Me	To	The	King	 	 Tamela	Mann
2.	 It’s	Not	Over	 	 	 Israel	&	New	Breed	Featuring	James	Fortune	&	Jason	Nelson
3.	 Hold	On	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA	Featuring	Monica	&	Fred	Hammond
4.	 Turning	Around	For	Me	 	 VaShawn	Mitchell
5.	 Life	&	Favor	(You	Don’t	Know)	 John	P.	Kee	And	New	Life
6.	 Testimony	 	 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy
7.	 Greater	Is	Coming	 	 Jekalyn	Carr
8.	 Your	Best	Days	Yet	 	 Bishop	Paul	S.	Morton
9.	 Clean	This	House	 	 Issac	Carree
10.	 Awesome	 	 	 Pastor	Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Christian Discipline
“First place belongs to God”

As a child, 
I used to get 
teased for talk-
ing too much. 
As a former ra-
dio broadcaster, 
I’ve had to break 

myself out of the habit of think-
ing that dead air (silence) is a bad 
thing. As a college educator, I 
have to stop thinking that silence 
in my classes is a bad thing. I 
know that the class is working 
hard on class assignments when 
a thoughtful silence engulfs the 
room. I’m constantly rethink-
ing the idea that silence is a bad 
thing. Lamentations 3:28 encour-
ages that “When life is heavy and 
hard to take, go off by yourself. 
Enter the silence. Bow in prayer. 
Don’t ask questions: Wait for 
hope to appear…”

Is it possible to reach a point 
in a relationship when the best 
communication is silence? For 
example, when some people get 
stressed, they get silent and re-
treat…others talk out their stress. 
According to author John Gray, 
in relationships men “go into 
their caves” so they can work 
through those issues that most 
concern them. However, women 
don’t see the silence that results 
as good, but panic because it 
seems like silence is a sign of 
something wrong. In actuality, 
it’s really a sign that he’s reached 
a satisfying level of intimacy and 
connection and is now ready to 
reestablish his independence. 

It seems like Dr. Phil-ish psy-
cho babble but in these cases si-
lence can be a time for refreshing 
and regrouping. Even Ecclesias-
tes 3:7 reminds us that there is “a 
time to keep silence, And a time 

to speak…”
Job is a biblical example of 

someone who struggled with 
silence. Silence was a sign that 
God was getting ready to move 
on his behalf. In frustration, Job 
lamented in Job 21:4, “It’s not 
you I’m complaining to - it’s 
God. Is it any wonder I’m get-
ting fed up with his silence?” 
God eventually answered all of 
his questions…and restored his 
fortunes.

In times of silence what do 
you do? Do you embrace silence 
or fight the intimacy that it prom-
ises? When you fight silence, 
you fight sometimes against the 
thing that can best help you. For 
some of us, silence is where we 
do our best work. It’s in the quiet 
moments early in the morning or 
late at night that we feel the most 
creative. Silence isn’t about dis-
connecting; it’s about reconnect-
ing to the true source of healing 
and wisdom. For many of us, we 
resist silence in our relationships 
with others and even with God. 
Silence can be scary because of 
what it may reveal about us and 
others. 

Recently, I’ve had an experi-
ence where I fought silence be-
cause it made me panicky. Even-
tually, I embraced it…and used 
it to draw closer to God. It was 
a lot of work but that experience 
taught me that silence can be a 
good thing….once we stop fight-
ing it…and embrace it. 

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

Embracing 
Silence

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E D

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 13mARCH 21 - 27, 2013



CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
04/18/2013 , for:

RE: GS# 359-015 Window Repair Project 
 Old Capitol Building (Office of Capitol Facilities)
 (Department of Finance and Administration)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
Address:     500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
  Jackson, Mississippi 39216
Phone:  601-969-7543

A deposit of $50.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau 
of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the 
right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Tele-
phones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

3/21/2013, 3/28/2013

14 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comMARCH 21 - 27, 2013

Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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ATTENTION:
If you are disabled and have been denied your

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

For a free consultation, please call:
Charles Edwards, Esq.    Marc Boutwell, Esq.
THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL, PLLC

Lexington, MS 39095  Toll Free: 1-888-881-7755
Free background information available upon request. Additional information regarding The Law Office
of Marc Boutwell, PLLC can be obtained by contacting the MS Bar at 601-948-4471.

PLEASE CONTACT US TO PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS!
It is important that you act immediately!
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HPP
Heritage Property
Management Services, LLC

WE DO IT ALL!
•Roofing •Landscaping •Deck & Pier Work

•Custom Painting •Custom Lighting & Electric
•Pressure Washing

314 Swallow Drive
Brandon, MS 39047

601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!

HPP
Heritage Property
Management Services, LLC

WE DO IT ALL!
•Roofing •Landscaping •Deck & Pier Work

•Custom Painting •Custom Lighting & Electric
•Pressure Washing

314 Swallow Drive
Brandon, MS 39047

601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!

HPP
Heritage Property
Management Services, LLC

WE DO IT ALL!
•Roofing •Landscaping •Deck & Pier Work

•Custom Painting •Custom Lighting & Electric
•Pressure Washing

314 Swallow Drive
Brandon, MS 39047

601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!

PASS
Heritage Properties

2x2

3.556x2
48 Web

Heritage Properties
2x2

3.33x2
46 Web

Heritage Properties
2x2

2013 Tours
Phone 662-324-0474

For Brochure!
Southwest Tour: Apr. 23-May 2

Carlsbad-Grand Canyon

Northwest Tour: May 25-June 10
Yellowstone-Redwoods

Capital Tour: June 25-July 1
Washington, DC 

Nova Scotia Tour: July 13-27
Anne of Green Gables

Alaska Tour: Aug. 15-Sept. 7
Juneau-Anchorage-Valdez

DC-NYC Tour: Sept. 24-Oct. 4
New England Foliage

Niagara Falls Tour: Oct.21-28
Toronto-Detroit-Foliage

Branson Tour: Nov. 12-15

Williamsburg Tour: Dec. 17-21
Jamestown-Yorktown

STARKVILLE TOURS
Call 662-324-0474
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Amos and Andy  
   TV Show DVD Set 
Watch the 1950’s classic TV show “Amos 
and Andy” on DVD! You will get all 71 
Episodes! The Amos and Andy TV Show 
DVD Set cost only $79.00! To Order By 
Phone,Call: 1-800-323-9741.  
To Order By Mail, Send $79.00 To:  
Amos and Andy DVD Set, PO Box 8344,  
Dept 77, Gurnee, IL 60031  
Please include your telephone number. 
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AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com
MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES NEEDED!
Train for a career in Healthcare
Management! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
Advance College gets you job ready! HS
diploma/GED & PC/Internet needed. 1-
888-512-7117.

SIGN ON BONUS UP TO $15,000.
Immediate openings: Elite Training •Navy
Seal and Navy Diver •Air Rescue
•Explosive Ordanance. CALL (800) 852-
7621.

EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents
Needed; Leads, No Cold Calls;
Commissions Paid Daily; Lifetime
Renewals; Complete Training; Health &
Dental Insurance; Life License Required.
Call 1-888-713-6020.

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.
DRIVER - DAILY OR WEELY PAY.
$0.01 INCREASE PER MILE after 6 and
12 months. $.03/mile Enhanced
Quarterly Bonus. Requires 3 months OTR
experience. 800-414-9569. www.dri-
veknight.com
Drivers - CDL-A $5,000 SIGN-ON
BONUS for experienced solo OTR drivers
and O/O’s. Tuition reimbursement also
available! New student pay & lease pro-
gram. USA TRUCK. 877-521-5775.
www.GoUSATruck.com
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.

NEED CLASS A CDL TRAINING?
Start a CAREER in trucking today!

Swift Academies offer PTDI certified
courses and offer

“Best-In-Class” training.
• New Academy Classes Weekly

• No Money Down or Credit Check
• Certified Mentors Ready and Available

• Paid (While Training With Mentor)
• Regional and Dedicated Opportunities

• Great Career Path
• Excellent Benefits Package

Please Call: (866) 206-3862
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL

and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:

45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.

PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

AMERICA’S BEST BUY! 20 Acres-Only
$99/month. $0 Down, No Credit Checks,
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Owner
Financing. West Texas. Beautiful Mountain
Views! Free Color Brochure. 1-800-755-
8953. www.sunsetranches.com

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT      chil-
dren $125.                      Includes name
change and property settlement agree-
ment. SAVE hundreds.  Fast and easy.
Call 1-888-733-7165               24/7. 
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-888-471-
1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n gA u c t i o n s

E m p l o y m e n t - S a l e s

R e a l  E s t a t e

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of March 17, 2013

Huge Contractors’ Const. Equip. & Truck Auction
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27TH &
THURSDAY, MAR. 28TH • 9AM

Highway 19 S • Philadelphia, Mississippi
10% Administrative Fee on the first $2500 of each lot and a
1% Administrative Fee on the remaining balance of each lot.

Deanco Auction
Toll Free: 877.898.5905

Phone: 601.656.9768   Fax: 601.656.0192
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, MS 39350

Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean MSAL 733, MSGL 835F

Check our website for an daily-updated listing.
www.deancoauction.com

Full Payment Due Day of Sale

2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Day 1: Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors,
Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Farm Tractors, 1-
ton Trucks, Vehicles, Motor Homes, Related
Attachments, Misc. Items

Day 2: Construction Equip., Forklifts,
Service Trucks, Water Trucks, Fuel/Lube
Trucks, Support Equip., Logging Equip.,
Aircraft, Related Attachments, Misc. Items

NOW HIRING! 

 

INTERCON CARRIERS
19810 MINES ROAD LAREDO, TX.

1-888-604-3233
safety@interconcarriers.com

OTR DRIVERS
CDL,  2 Yrs Experience

Home  Every Other Day! (Biloxi) 
• 50% more drop and hooks 

• Pay next day of delivery 

Mar17_MCAN

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 15mARCH 21 - 27, 2013

CARUTHERS MARINE, LLC
ANNUAL IN-HOUSE 

BOAT SHOW!
Thur & Fri, March 21-22 9-6; Sat, Mar 23 9-3

Come Get Your Best-Of-The-Year Prices On
TRITON, WAR EAGLE, BENTLEY PONTOONS

and MERCURY OUTBOARDS!

FACTORY REPSON HAND!

• Financing Available!   • Free Hot Dogs and Drinks Saturday!

Hummingbird and MinnKota
Seminars:

11am and 4pm Thurs, Friday
11am Saturday

3315 Washington St. Vicksburg, MS 601-636-6993
www.caruthersmarine.com   sales@caruthersmarine.com
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DIALYSIS
MEDICAL ALERT
If you or a loved one has undergone 

Dialysis treatment at a
Fresenius Dialysis Center

and experienced a STROKE, CARDIAC ARREST
(HEART ATTACK), HEART FAILURE, OR DEATH

OR
underwent dialysis at any center using

NATURAL LYTE OR GRANUFLO
YOU MAY HAVE A CLAIM FOR DAMAGES!

Call Dean Andrews
Attorney, Vicksburg, MS

601-636-4488 or 1-800-844-4488
More information available upon request.

Free consultation and no fee unless we collect for you!
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Warning!
STRYKER HIP RECALL
Did you receive a Stryker Hip Device between

2009-2012?
Have you received notice of the recall from your 

surgeon?
Rejuvenate and ABG II Models RECALLED.
If so you may be entitled to substantial 

compensation.
Contact:

MARS, MARS & MARS, P.A.
Attorneys at Law

507-A Center Avenue
Philadelphia, MS 39350

(Toll Free) 1-800-650-2152 
OR DIRECT: 601-656-2152

Free Background information available upon request
to a Mississippi attorney. The listing of these areas of practice does

not indicate any certification of expertise therein.
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113
1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

For 3 months. 

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

where available

ASK ABOUT  
HIGH SPEED  
INTERNET 

AS LOW AS .... 

mo. 

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to Dish Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional Packages starting at only ...

mo.for 12 months  

Prices valid for 12 months. 
Requires 24-month agreement

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly 
$10/mo).  After 3 months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie 
rentals at participating Blockbuster stores (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying 
DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium movie offer value is $135. After 
each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned 
equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison 
based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to 
change without notice. Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. 
Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., 
a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Jackson State men’s team is looking for a coach
For the first time in 10 years, 

the men’s basketball team at 
Jackson State University (JSU) 
is looking for a head coach. 
Tevester Anderson announced 
his retirement March 18. An-
derson was 149 & 170 during 
his tenure at JSU. This season 
the Tigers finished 11 & 18. 

“We sincerely thank Coach 
Anderson for his contributions 
to Jackson State University,” 
said Vivian Fuller, JSU athletic 
director. “He is truly a profes-
sional in collegiate athletics.” 
In 2006, Anderson led the Ti-
gers to the NCAA tournament. 
They lost in the first round to 
the eventual champion Florida 
Gators. The Tigers posted a 21 
& 14 record that season.

Another highlight during the 
tenure of Anderson was the 17 
& 1 SWAC record the team 
posted in 2009. That team got 
invited to play in the NIT tour-
nament.

Anderson came to Jack-
son State from Murray State, 
where he guided the Racers to 
a record of 103 & 52 with two 
Ohio Valley conference titles 
and two NCAA appearances.  

“It has been a pleasure guid-
ing the Jackson State men’s 
basketball program,” Ander-
son said. “I think Jackson State 
is one of the premiere athletic 
programs in the nation. I am 
grateful for having been able 
to come back to my home state 
and lead the Tigers. But there 
comes a time when you have 
to walk away. This is the best 
time for me. I considered it 
last year. My wife and I talked 
about it. I thought it was a good 

time to enjoy life and things I 
haven’t had a chance to do like 
travel, play golf and spend 
time with the grand kids.”

With Anderson retiring, that 
means the job is open. JSU 
shouldn’t have a hard time 
finding a qualified candidate to 
replace him.

Anderson did weigh in 
when asked about his replace-
ment. “I would love to see Eric 
Strothers have an opportuni-
ty,” Anderson said. “I hope the 
athletic director and adminis-
tration give him a look. He’s 
been with the program 20-plus 
years.” 

Jackson State could be look-
ing to make a splash like Al-
corn did a couple of years ago 
when they hired local high 
school coach Luther Riley 
from Provine to lead the team. 
Riley had an immediate impact 
in taking metro players to Lor-
man. 

Many feel that’s what JSU 
should do. If they follow that 
scenario, then arguably the 
best two candidates are Thom-
as Billups from Lanier and 
Wayne Brent from Callaway. A 
third possibility could be Tim 
Speech from Murrah.

Billups has 8 state champi-
onships to his credit. Brent has 
5 and Speech just secured his 
first one. 

The rumor floating around 
is that Brent would be the best 
hire for JSU because he would 
bring the local talent to JSU 
because so many players al-
ways want to play for him. If 
that’s the case, the AAC would 
actually sell out because he 
does bring that appeal to JSU. 
He was an assistant coach at 

Ole Miss, so he is familiar with 
the collegiate game.

Brent hasn’t publicly com-
mented on the job yet, but 
those close to him think he 
would love the opportunity,  
especially, with the current 
metro players who now attend 
JSU or those who would attend 
in the future. Brent has won 4 
titles in the last 5 years at Cal-
laway.

Billups would also help pack 
the AAC. His Bulldog nation 

fans travel to see his teams 
play. And over the past several 
years, he’s proven his coach-
ing ability is no joke. Billups 
hasn’t had a dandy dozen play-
er in some years, but a couple 
of years ago he played for the 
state title. He knows how to 
get the most out of his players. 

No other names have sur-
faced yet so it will be interest-
ing to see what JSU does. It’s 
a big decision. This next head 
coach could have the oppor-
tunity to take JSU to another 
level. 

Even Anderson agreed with 
that logic. “I think whoever 
comes in can add a few more 
players and this can be an ex-
citing team next year,” Ander-
son said. 

“The program is in good 
shape with the core coming 
back. I thought it was time 
to move on and let someone 
else come in and reap the ben-
efits.”

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

Retiring JSU Coach Anderson

XXXX
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Lanier Coach Billups has amassed over 600 wins and 8 state titles.

Callaway Coach Brent is possible frontrunner to replace Anderson.



March 13 - 15, 2013 • Washington Marriott at Metro Center, Washington, D.C.
Black Press Week - “A Mission of Community Empowerment”
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Foundation and Association Board of Directors/publishers and panelist participants at State of the 
Black Press Luncheon: (L-R) George Curry, panel moderator; Jackie Hampton, Mississippi Link; Yvonne 
Coleman, Louiville Defender; Jayme Cain, Times Weekly; Prof. Charles Ogletree, panelist; Karl Rodney, 
Foundation chairman; Jineea Butler, panelist/Hip Hop Union; Natalie Cole, Our Weekly; Cloves Camp-
bell, Association chairman; Benjamin Chavis, Wilmington 10 survivor; Peggy Hunt, Tri-Country Sentry; 
Kevin Lewis, director of African American Media for White House communications

Torch Award recipients with MC and chairmen (L-R) Willie Jolley, Master of Ceremonies; Karl Rodney, 
NNPAF chairman; Valerrie Jarrett, President Obama’s senior advisor, Newsmaker of the Year; Maulana 
Karenga, chair of Africana Studies, Calif. State Univ., Lifetime Achievement Award; Susan Taylor, Es-
sence Editor in Chief Emeritus, Community Empowerment Award; Charles Ogletree, professor Harvard 
Law School, Legal and Civil Rights Award; Cloves Campbell, NNPA chairman



Book Review:
“The SupRemeS aT eaRl’S 
all-You-Can-eaT”
BYedwaRd kelSeY mooRe  
  C.2013, alfRed a. knopf
   $24.95 / $28.95 Canada   •  313 pageS

All for one, and one for all. 
That could’ve been the motto 
for you and your two best 
friends. Growing up, you were 
the Three Musketeers, sharing 
gossip, secrets, crushes, fami-
lies, and truths. Everybody 
knew that you three were close 
as paint on a wall and where 
there was one, the other two 
weren’t far away.

You were lucky to have 
those friends when you were 
young and if you’re lucky now, 
you’ve still got them around. 
As you’ll see in the new nov-
el “The Supremes at Earl’s 
All-You-Can-Eat” by Edward 
Kelsey Moore, those longtime 
friends may be life’s best sou-
venir.

If it was Sunday after church, 
then everybody in Leaning 
Tree knew where they’d find 
Odette, Clarice, and Barbara 
Jean: at Earl’s All-You-Can-
Eat. They’d been gathering 
for forty-odd years but food 
wasn’t all they got.

The diner’s owner, Big Earl, 
had been like a father to just 
about everybody in town. He 
practically raised Odette’s hus-
band, James, and he’d taken in 
Barbara Jean when her mother 
died. Big Earl was generous 
with advice and compliments 
and everybody loved him.

But now he was dead. Odette 
learned it from her mother, 
who came visiting in the mid-
dle of the night, along with a 
well-dressed white woman 
who seemed a little tipsy. 
Odette wasn’t surprised to see 
her mama at that time of day. 
Ever since they’d buried mama 
six years before, she’d been 
visiting Odette real often.

Odette didn’t talk about that. 
No sense in worrying James, 
the love of her life for more 
than thirty years. No reason 
to make Clarice fret, since she 
had enough problems with a 
philandering husband. And 
since Barbara Jean carried 
loss heavy in her chest, there 
was no sense in stirring up bad 
memories.

Yes, Big Earl was dead but 
life went on in Leaning Tree, 
Indiana. Life went on, Clarice 
kept turning a blind eye on 
her husband’s affairs; Little 
Earl kept the All-You-Can-Eat 
running; Barbara Jean drank 
herself stupid every day, like 
she had for years; and Odette 
passed the time with those 
who’d passed on.

Until one day, mama had 
something to say that Odette 
didn’t want to hear… 

Have you ever read a book 
that made you feel so at home 
that you never wanted it to 
end? 

Yep, that’s what reading 
“The Supremes at Earl’s All-
You-Can-Eat” is like: comfort-
able from the first page, de-
lightful to the last.

Author Edward Kelsey 
Moore made me laugh out loud 
in parts of this book with char-
acters that are snide and sarcas-
tic, strong yet delicate. Then 
he turned around and made me 
feel bad for what was coming. 
I loved his turns of phrase and 
his sense of humor, and I loved 
the fact that he made me for-
get that his characters weren’t 
flesh-and-blood. Overall, I just 
plain loved this book.

If you’ve ever had a friend 
(or two) that you knew better 
than you know yourself, then 
you need to share this book. 
“The Supremes at Earl’s All-
You-Can-Eat” is great for one, 
but better for all.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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EUR perspective: the 
brilliance of ‘Scandal’

Motherhood won’t dictate 
Halle’s film choices

Finch first finalist eliminated from ‘American Idol’

This last network television sea-
son has been a downer, just about all 
around. You want to know how bad 
it’s become?

One NBC affiliate replaced the 
network’s Thursday night lineup 
with episodes of Matlock. A night 
once reserved for Friends and Sein-
feld, now proudly airs a decades-old 
Andy Griffith legal drama that’s bet-
ter known for jokes on The Simp-
sons.

With the plummeting fortunes 
of most of the broadcast networks 
(though CBS parade of mediocrity 
somehow seems to be rewarded with 
ratings), it’s hard to find any high-
lights. Yet, there is one show that has 
been a true surprise. ABC’s Scandal 
is a rarity - a primetime network show 
that has gained plenty of traction and 
ratings in the midst of the network 
TV implosion. It’s a delicious mix 
of political and personal intrigue, 
West Wing by the way of Melrose 
Place - starring the on-the-rise Kerry 
Washington as Olivia Pope, a D.C. 
political “fixer” who is intimately 
involved with the president (Tony 

Goldwyn).
The show has 

gained a solid foot-
hold at 10 p.m. on 
Thursdays (ironical-
ly, another time once 
dominated by NBC) 
and, even more tell-
ing, has earned a 
ton of social media 
clout. That same 
time period on Twit-
ter is dominated 
by the #Scandal 
hashtag and posts 
about the adventures 
and problems Olivia 
faces on a weekly 
basis.

Scandal is rare for 
another reason - it’s 
main star is an Af-
rican-American woman, and it was 
created by another African-Ameri-
can woman (Shonda Rhimes). That’s 
something to be cheered. It’s televi-
sion pilot season, and - while the 
numbers are slowly improving over-
all - there are still far too many shows 
out there without African-American 

leads and without African-American 
creators, developers and writers. 

These smartly-written, well-acted 
and intelligently-plotted programs 
can succeed, television networks. 
Give them a shot. They provide a 
much better option than a Matlock 
rerun.

Halle Berry is back in 
theaters with “The Call,” a 
thriller that has the Oscar 
winner as a 911 operator 
who helps save the life of a 
girl who’s been abducted.

“Far too many times we 
hear about women, girls, kids 
being abducted and they dis-
appear, or we find the body 
somewhere,” the actress told 
us during interviews for the 
film in Los Angeles. “This 
movie gives us a chance to 
look into what might really 
happen if that were to hap-
pen. And while it’s frighten-
ing, what it also does is help 
heighten our awareness to 
how we can better protect 
ourselves.

“At the same time, I know 
I walked away from it feel-
ing scared, but also think-
ing, ‘Okay, now I know a 
few things I could do to help 
myself if I’m in this situa-
tion. Now I know what to 
do so that maybe I’m not in 
this situation.’ So while it’s 
scary, I think people will 

walk away with some real 
information that could ul-
timately help them at some 
point.”

As the mom of a young 
daughter, who turns five 

March 16, Berry said it’s im-
portant for Nahla to have a 
positive maternal role mod-
el…but, it doesn’t mean she 
should only play movie char-
acters that are squeaky clean.

America has sent home gospel-
flavored “American Idol” contes-
tant Curtis Finch Jr.

Despite his huge voice, the St. 
Louis native just couldn’t connect 
with the voting audience enough 
to stick around. His sing-for-your-
life performance of “I Believe 
I Can Fly” didn’t even earn a 
unanimous vote from the judges 
to save him - a safety net that can 

be used only once a season.
Although a contingent of fans 

have criticized Finch as appearing 
to be arrogant and “over-singing” 
his songs, his elimination came 
as a surprise to some, including 
Nicki Minaj, who all but threat-
ened to leave if Finch was sent 
packing. “If you go home, I go 
home,” she told him after he was 
announced in the bottom two with 
Devin Velez, and nearly made 

good on her statement, getting up 
from the judges table at one point. 

For the first time, “Idol” re-
vealed some of the voting results 
in order of amount of votes re-
ceived. Though the exact order 
was not revealed, the top three 
was a combination of Candice 
Glover, Angie Miller and Kree 
Harrison.

From fourth to 10th, the or-
der was revealed. Lazaro Arbos 

was the highest-finishing guy in 
fourth, with Amber Holcomb fifth 
and Janelle Arthur, Burnell Tay-
lor, Paul Jolley, Velez and Finch 
rounding out the top 10.

The show also revealed some 
statistics breaking down the vote 
in different states. For instance, 
Arthur won 30 percent of the 
vote in her native Tennessee, 
while Glover earned 42 percent in 
South Carolina.

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

Washington

Berry drops off daughter Nahla Aubry at school in Los Angeles

Finch
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$299

FRESH  SLICED

SIRLOIN
PORK  LOIN

FAMILY  PACK ... PER  LB.

$119

GRADE  A

FRYER
WINGS

FAMILY  PACK ... PER  LB.

$199
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SIRLOIN
STEAK

PER  LB.

$499

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$299

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS  BEEF

SHOULDER 
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$349

GROUND  FRESH  DAILY

GROUND
BEEF

3  LBS.  OR  MORE ... PER  LB.

$239

FRESH  SLICED

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

FAMILY  PACK ... PER  LB.

$119

FRESH  FROZEN  PORK

SPARERIBS
POUND

$199
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  FROZEN  
SELECTED  VARIETIES

VEGETABLES
DOES  NOT  INCLUDE  BABY  LIMA  BEANS  

16  OZ.  PKGS.

5/$5

ALL  PRODUCTS  OF

PEPSI  COLA
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$11
SQUEEZE

HEINZ  KETCHUP
38  0Z.

$199

ASSORTED  FLAVORS
PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

ICE  CREAM 
56  OZ.  CTN.

3/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  JUMBO  SELECTED 

BISCUITS
16  OZ.  CANS ............................... 

3/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SHREDDED

CHEESE
8  OZ.  PKG.  .................................

$179

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SOUR

CREAM
8  OZ.  CUPS ............................... 89¢

ASSORTED  FLAVORS  YOPLAIT

YOGURT
4 - 6  OZ.  CUPS .............................. 

2/$1
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  PREMIUM  ORANGE

JUICE 
64  OZ.  CTN.  . .............................. 

$279

MC  KENZIE  CHUB  CREAM

CORN
16 - 20  OZ.  ROLL  ...........................

$100

PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

CRESCENT
ROLLS
8  OZ. ........................................

3/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ASSORTED

FRENCH  FRIES
2 - LB.  BAG ................................  

$159

piggly wiggly

FRESH  FLORIDA

ORANGES
4  LB.  BAG

$199

DOLE  GOLD

PINEAPPLE
EACH

$279
FRESH  EXPRESS

SALAD
MIX

12  OZ.  PKG.

$100

FRESH  CRISP  BROCCOLI

CROWNS
POUND

$129

FRESH  YELLOW

ONIONS
3 - LB.  BAG

$179

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


