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Emmett Till Rally at State
Capitol demands justice

Scholarship banquet
at College Hill Church

Debra McGee, Paulette Walker, Rod Paige, Stephanie Paige, Denise Griffin
By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Kimberly Morgan-Myles at podium and supporters of the Till Rally for Justice at State Capitol Feb. 27. PHOTOS BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer
The family of Emmett Till
held a rally February 27 at the
State Capitol in Jackson and
called for justice to prevail regarding his brutal murder.
While visiting his relatives
in 1955, 14-year-old Till from
Chicago, was accused by Carolyn Bryant (now Donham) of
whistling and making advances

toward her. Bryant’s husband at
the time (Roy Bryant) and his
brother John Milam disfigured
the youth and cast his body in
the Tallahatchie River.
Bryant and Milam, now both
deceased, were acquitted by an
all-white male jury. Duke University scholar Timothy Tyson,
however, reports in his book
“Blood of Emmett Till” that
Carolyn confessed to him that

her charge against Till was a lie.
Till’s relatives and supporters spoke in a collective voice,
demanding that the Department
of Justice reopen the case and
bring Carolyn to justice. “So for
me, this whole situation has just
reopened a wound that has been
trying to close for 60 years,”
Aricka Gordon-Taylor, Till’s
cousin and administrator of his
estate, stated. “Every time the

wound tries to completely heal,
something else happens.”
According to Till’s relative
Priscilla Sterling, “Kenneth
Stokes was the one who gave me
the apology, not the state governor, not the attorney general.”
Some from the educational
arena spoke in support of the Till
family’s call for justice. “How
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“Honoring the Legacy: In Pursuit of Excellence” was the theme
of the Annual Heritage Samuel
L. Bailey Scholarship banquet
held at College Hill M.B. Church
Saturday night. This yearly event
honored the late Samuel L. Bailey, a civil rights advocate who
worked for racial equality in Mississippi. Jennifer Steele-Wilson
presided over the event.
The guest speaker for the occasion was Rod Paige, interim
president of Jackson State University. He was introduced by
Debra McGee.
Paige, speaking to a large

crowd in the family life center
said, “We all have a responsibility
to those who did the work for us
during slavery and segregation.”
“If I were to title my message it
would be “A Message of Hope.”
Paige took the audience back
400 years to the beginning of
slavery. He reminded us that our
ancestors had been in slavery longer than the country had been out
of slavery. He talked about how
our ancestors had been loaded
on crowded slave ships and taken against their will to America
from the African shores. He said,
“many did not survive that jour-
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New Hope Baptist Church holds Back
National president of Delta Sigma
Theta in Jackson for Founder’s Day in the Day-Black History grand finale
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
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The national president of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. pulled no punches when she addressed
her membership in Jackson Feb. 25. “Let’s keep it
real,” Paulette C. Walker told her sorority sisters
and others at their Founders Day luncheon held in
Downtown Jackson.
Walker challenged sorority members to “dare to
be bold and courageous” in their service to community, the cornerstone of the sorority’s mission.
The Founders Day luncheon was hosted by Jackson (MS) Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
and drew more than 500 Deltas and guests at the
Jackson Marriott Hotel.
The theme of the gathering was “A Sisterhood of
Leadership – Past, Present and Future.” The women
honored the 22 founders of the 104-year-old public
service organization.
“I’m going to challenge each Delta and non-Delta
to keep it real and focus on uncompromising service
to community; and the reason I say uncompromising is because we don’t apologize for what we do,”
Walker said.
Walker asked that Deltas be mindful of the purpose set forth by their founders. “Are you real; are
you unique; are you authentic?” she asked. “And
what do you have to offer in service to the community?”
Denise Griffin-Whittington, president of the
Jackson Alumni Chapter, said Founders Day is important to sorority members because “it is a time for
us to show our love and respect for our 22 illustri-

‘Unleashing the Shero
Within’ Conference
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Paulette C. Walker, National President of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc., speaking at Founders Day.
ous founders … and give thanks to God for sustaining our sisterhood for 104 years.”
“We were honored to have our national president
join us this year, and we enjoyed and appreciated her

Delta
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New Hope Baptist Church, pastored by Rev.
Jerry Young, held the grand finale of their 6th
Annual Back in the Day-Black History Celebration February 23. The church’s last of a fourpart series that reflected struggles, resistance,
pride, dignity, accomplishments, responsibility,
accountability and respect. “Celebrating Our
History & Culture Through Our Music” was
the series’ theme.
International recording artist Cynthia Goodloe-Palmer and the legendary Paul Porter
brought the house down during the spirit-filled,
melodious celebration.
Goodloe-Palmer said to the listeners in her
hypothetical illustration, “I can imagine what
the slaves went through and can imagine what
our foreparents went through when they were
picking cotton. They sang songs that spoke of
trading troubles for transitioning from earth to
paradise.” “This music,” she said, “is all about
not lifting up the name of Jesus to you, but
through you.” Referencing “the bitter heartaches of living in Mississippi,” Goodloe-Palmer belched the tunes “Prayer Changes Things,”
“A Better Day,” and “I’m Going to Heaven.”
Porter shared a near death experience. “Serving the Lord will pay off. I had an aneurism.
Physicians gave me up to die. I had three surgeries and I called God, the Father, the Son
and the Holy Ghost. I’m trying to keep the fire
under my shoes,” he said. In the midst of his

Book Review:
“Spy on History: Mary
Bowser and the Civil
War Spy Ring”
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Student performers at New Hope’s Black History
grand finale.

testimony, the artist gave a soul stirring rendition of “I Know That My Redeemer Lives, and
“Saints Hold On.”
Backed by musicians as Goodloe-Palmer
was, the songwriter called upon the crowd to
praise God with instruments as he cited Psalm
150. He then led New Hope Combined Choirs
in a fiery rendition of the song “Two Wings.”
Porter maintained that in heaven there would
be no black or white; no family problems, no
oppression, etc. “You have to keep pushing.
You have to keep going. Heaven is on the way.
You can’t give up,” he said. On that note, he
sang “You Can’t Give Up.”
Harvey Watkins, of the world renown Canton Spirituals sang “Oh Lord, You’ve Been

New Hope
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Cotton Blossom Singers bring home the trophies
The Mississippi Link Newswire
PINEY WOODS, MISS. –
Congratulations to The Piney
Woods School’s Cotton Blossom Singers Choir, Quartet
and Sextet for placing Superior – Excellent in the District
VI Choral Festival held Feb.
17 at Ridgeland High School.
The choir is under the direction
Lindy McLeod, a retired music
education teacher whose return
to Piney Woods is helping the
Cotton Blossom Singers make
a comeback as a superior rated
choir.
“Our choir students practiced and worked very hard to
receive these honors,” McLeod
said. “This is my third time at
Piney Woods, and I love teaching students how to read and
appreciate music. I am very
proud of their accomplishments.”

The Cotton Blossom Singers bask in the glory of their success at the District VI Choral Festival.

The Cotton Blossom Singers Sextet placed Superior at the District VI Choral Festival. Members include (l-r) Silas
Johnson, Angel Townes, K’Dreunna Martin, Anastasia Rainbow, Kimyia Youngblood and Kevana Funchess.

The Cotton Blossom Singers Quartet placed Superior at the District VI Choral Festival. Members include (l-r)
Dustin Campbell, Alexander Washington, David Etim and T.J. Alexis.
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ney which lasted 60–90
days while packed on
those ships like sardines.”
He told the audience our
ancestors were strong,
tough, courageous and
only the strong survived.
He said it is time for everyone to share the burden of
helping to move this nation
forward and the vehicle to
moving the nation forward
is education.
The highlight of the
evening was the awarding
of the College Hill Black
Achiever Award and the
awarding of the Samuel
L. Bailey Scholarship
awards.
Wanda Brown presented
the College Hill Black
Achiever Award to Vannette Montgomery. Montgomery is a school teacher
at Main Street Restart
Center in Bolton, Miss.,
where she teaches course
recovery to students who
are behind and need a restart. She is a devoted
church worker at College
Hill where she is superintendent of the early education department, Vacation Bible School director,
president of the adult choir,
and works in other areas in
the church and community.
Prior to the presentation
of the Samuel L. Bailey
Scholarship Awards, Justin Coleman gave a history
of the scholarship. He said
that Bailey, who served
many years as president
of the NAACP, was one
of three men who filed a
Federal suit to desegregate public transportation
and accommodations in
Mississippi. He also was
responsible for improving
voter registration by going
door to door encouraging
Mississippian’s to register.
Frank Yates of College
Hill presented the Samuel
L. Bailey Ordinary Man

(Standing) Jennifer Wilson, Wanda Brown, Pastor Williams, Rod Paige, Debra McGee, Justin Coleman, Vic Sexton (Seated) Malena Dow, Jeraldine Watts PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Lenora Reed, Shirley Johnson Bailey, Verna Bailey, Jeraldine Watts
Scholarship and four book
stipends to high school seniors. He stated that all the
students ranked very high
in their classes and had
written excellent essays,
which was the major criteria along with community
service and grade point average.
The winner of a $2000
scholarship was Jailyn
Myers, a senior at Murrah High School. Scholars
receiving book stipends
included Lauren Ousby,
Ryan Gooden, Tosh McGee and Jasmine Peoples.
Many attending the banquet commented on how
much they enjoyed all the
talent displayed. Brandon
Mitchell, music director at
College Hill sang a medley
of Negro Spirituals; Carter
Barnes gave an instrumental solo and Charence Higgins, 2015 Miss JSU gave
a Thank-You Heritage
Tribute, which tied into the
message of hope delivered

by Paige.
Another highlight of the
evening was a $10,000
check presented by Denise
Griffin to Paige for JSU on
behalf of 34 chapters of
Delta Sigma Theta from
across the state.
Paulette C. Walker,
president of Delta Sigma
Theta, attended the banquet. Walker, from Tampa,
Fla., was in Jackson for the
organization’s Founders
Day event.
Paige also received contributions for JSU from
College Hill members and
others attending the banquet.
Malena Dow made an
appeal to the College Hill
congregation prior to the
banquet and many responded. Paige stated he
was very appreciative of
all the contributions received.
Pastor Michael T. Williams acknowledged the
committee for the success

Vanette Montgomery
of the banquet and thanked
Paige for the speech he
made, which Williams described as “outstandingly
excellent.”
Shirley Bailey Johnson
the daughter of the late
Samuel L. Bailey came
from Miami, Fla. to attend
the banquet. Also in attendance was Verna Bailey of
Portland, Oregon, also the
daughter of the late Sam
Bailey. The sisters spoke
warmly regarding memories of their father and the
work he did in the area of
civil rights. They also presented a $3000 check to
the College Hill Scholar-

Till
Continued from page 1

can these people who lead the
state ignore an event that changed
the state? If the color of Till’s skin
had been different, we wouldn’t be
having this conversation. We have
to understand Till’s impact and
importance on American history,”
said Jim Hill High School freshman
Maisie Brown.
Tougaloo College NAACP president Marquise Hunt charged, “I
speak to the importance of continuing the fight for those who continue
to be oppressed. We experience injustice when the plight of our school
children takes a back seat. We must
be sure that justice is done.”
“Emmett Till reminds me that the
Civil Rights Movement is not over.
I hope a new generation of activists
will empower us to learn from our
past,” stated Robert Luckett, director of JSU’s Margaret Walker Alexander Research Center.
Motivational speaker Le Courtney Harness read an original poem
about Till’s ghost which she explained challenged the bigotry of
Mississippi, the murders of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr,
Malcolm X, Craig Thompson and
Vernon Damon. Harness’ overall
message she said was to liberate the
minds of the present generation and
to send a message to the system of
brutality.
“We are demanding justice and
an apology for the lie of Carolyn
Bryant. We have read legal opinions and opinions of many in the

Cheryl Turner, past southern regional director; Paulette C. Walker, national president of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.; Denise Griffin-Whittington, president of Jackson (MS) Alumnae
Chapter; and Carshena Bailey, Mississippi state coordinator PHOTOS BY DAREK ASHLEY
message of encouragement
and her challenge for us to
keep it real. Dr. Walker is
a visionary and dedicated
leader, and the service we
provide through Jackson
(MS) Alumnae Chapter is
designed to fulfill her challenge of ‘uncompromising
commitment to communities through service, leadership and empowerment.”
The Jackson (MS) Alumnae Chapter, chartered in
1941, is comprised of 300
members from the Jackson
metro area. Chapter members from Madison and
Rankin counties, Clinton,
Vicksburg and Natchez
were in attendance.
Walker, who is nearing
the end of her four years
as president, held the audience in total attention
during her speech. No one
moved the whole time as
they listened to their dynamic leader.
She peppered her speech
with down-home antidotes,
telling how when she
comes to Jackson she likes
to eat catfish and collard
greens, which she did on
her weekend visit.
Walker received a red
carpet welcome at the Jackson Medgar Wiley Evers
International Airport; she
was greeted by the airport’s

executive director Carl
Newman and a throng of
supporters seeking selfies
and a hand shake.
Although the sorority’s
actual Founders Day is
January 13, the Jackson
chapter held it this weekend in part so Walker could
attend. It will be one of her
last Founders Day events
before her term ends later
this year.
Walker, a Detroit native
and Floridian, for more
than two decades, was
re-elected for her second
term July 2015 at the conclusion of the Sorority’s
52nd National Convention
in Houston. Initiated into
the Sorority through the
Epsilon Epsilon Chapter of
Michigan State University
in October 1966, Walker
celebrated her 50th year as
a Delta in 2016.
“I am the only president
to sign her own 50-year
certificate and my line sisters’ certificates,” Walker
said.
The Jackson chapter announced during the luncheon two monetary donations of $10,000 each to
Jackson State University
and Tougaloo College. Accepting the gifts were Doris
Bridgeman, representing
Tougaloo, and Stephanie

Nellons-Paige,
interim
First Lady of Jackson State
University.
Nellons-Paige’s
announcement that Jackson
State has invited the Delta
Pi chapter back on campus
after a five-year suspension, drew a long, thunderous applause from the
audience.
The sorority’s national
initiatives include the Dr.
Jeanne L. Noble Delta
GEMS (Growing and Empowering Myself Successfully; the Dr. Betty Shabazz
Delta Academy; EMBODI
(Empowering Males to
Build Opportunities for
Developing Independence;
Delta Days at the Nation’s
Capital; and Delta Days at
the United Nations.
Since its founding, more
than 250,000 women have
been initiated into the organization. The sorority
currently has 1,000 collegiate and alumnae chapters located in the United
States, England, Japan
(Tokyo and Okinawa),
Germany, the Virgin Islands, Bermuda, the Bahamas, Jamaica and the
Republic of Korea.
Stephanie R. Jones can
be reached at srjones13@
gmail.com or (601) 4540372.

Hinds County School
District Weekly Update
Hinds County School District hosted antibullying event at Byram Middle School

Tougaloo College students at Till Rally (back row) Marquise Hunt, president, Tougaloo College NAACP, (front row) Keyonte Jackson, Javette
Quinn, TaLoria Webster
public that said no charges can happen. They also go on to say that the
statue of limitation has run out. Today, we ask where is justice for Emmett Till? We demand it. We want
it. But, we just don’t want a conviction, we want an apology. We must
demand that justice be served,” said
Dualier Malone, host of Growth
Talk Radio/TV Show and political
consultant.
Filmmaker Keith Beachamp noted, “I didn’t expect to come back to
Mississippi after all this time lobbying for the same thing that took
place ten years ago. It’s not a coincidence that Carolyn Bryant came
forth and made the admission that
she lied on the witness stand. It’s
my right to get this case back into

the conscious of America to bring
justice to the Bryant case.” “Moses
Wright, he argued, decided to give
up his life to testify against Bryant
and Milam that 61 years later nothing has been done.”
Till’s family called upon the
crowd to join them in their quest for
a new investigation of his murder.
Following the session Porter
James Varnell noted, “It was very
touching and it brought back memories. Back then blacks didn’t have
a voice. We only had access to the
newspapers. Few had televisions.
As a people, we used to be united.
Had we stayed that way, we’d be
farther down the road.”
Kimberly Morgan Myles, Miss
Mississippi 2007, presided.

committee coordinator Flonzie
Brown-Wright looked back at the
various ‘Back in the Day’ events
with satisfaction. She remarked,
“If your space is no better when
you leave it than when you found
it, you need to redefine your journey.”
New Hope Baptist Church’s
Black History Committee included Ava Lloyd, Beatrice Boykin,
Daphne
Chamberlain-Wilson,
Thea Faulkner, Brenda Patterson,
Ethel Gavin Brooks, Sandra G.
McCall, Elizabeth Myles, Avis

Lloyd, Robert Patterson, George
Brooks, Obadiah Myles, Timothy
Lloyd, Rev. Wendell Paris, and
Flonzie Brown-Wright.
New Hope Baptist Church’s
official bicentennial project was
made possible by a grant from the
Humanities Council, through the
support from the Mississippi Development Authority.
For inquiries, contact civil
rights activist/coordinator, Flonzie
Brown-Wright at flonziebrownwright@att.net or call 937-4700627.

On Wednesday, February 8, 2017 and Thursday, February 9, 2017 students at BMS had
an opportunity to participate in the district’s anti-bullying day. The event organizer,
John Neal, associate superintendent for the HCSD stated that the purpose of the event
was to help educate everyone about actions that constitute bullying/cyber-bullying;
help educate students about the legal actions involved with sexting and texting;
influence students to be in compliance with the statutes set forth on such issues; model
positive behavior; discuss how conflict resolution works; and offer additional support
to students, parents and educators about recognizing and reporting such issues. All
students filled out a pledge committing to join the fight against bullying.

Juan Cloy, Mississippi project director / Fight Crime: Invest in Kids and motivational speaker

New Hope
Continued from page 1

So Good to Me.” Watkins also
shared, “I lost my voice. I went to
five doctors and they all told me
I wouldn’t talk or sing again. I
went to Chicago and saw a doctor
who said I had a nerve disorder.
I went there every three months
to take shots. My granddaughter
rubbed the bottle of medicine that
the doctor prescribed on my head
and she said, ‘in the name of Jesus.’ It’s been three years and God
has been good to me,” marveled
Watkins.
Following the event, program

O’nae Chatman, author, nationally renowned speaker and founder of Chatman International LLC

Jay Houston, investigator / Mississippi
Attorney General’s Office – Cyber Crime

Sgt. Kenneth Bryant, Hinds County Sheriff’s
Department anti-bullying speaker
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‘Unleashing the Shero
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Downtown Jackson was vibrant with
women leaders and aspiring women leaders
who participated in the Unleashing the Shero
Within conference. This conference featured
women who daily unleash their inner sheroes
to accomplish great things for others and
themselves.
Hosted by Jackson State University and
themed Unleashing the Shero Within, the
Women in Higher Education Mississippi
Network (WHEMN) held its annual conference February 16-17, 2017, at the Jackson
Convention Complex in Jackson, Miss.
Approximately 250 women attended from
23 of the 31 community colleges and universities in the state, as well as representatives
from the Community College Board, Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL), and the Mississippi Department of Education.
JSU students also participated. The JSU
String Ensemble provided entertainment
during the breakfasts, the JSU ROTC Color
Guard posted the colors, and JSU student
Kyla Hutchins sang the National Anthem.
A remarkable line-up of speakers and
leaders representing higher education, philanthropy and corporate America shared key
strategies for ‘Unleashing the Shero Within,’
to support the overall mission of organizations and to help women in their continued
development.
Hosted for the past two years by JSU, the
conference is an annual event of WHEMN.
The mission of WHEMN is to identify, develop, advance and support women in higher
education in Mississippi. WHEMN is part of
the American Council on Education (ACE)
Women’s Network, which was established in
1977 as a state-based system of interlocking
networks supported by campus presidents
and designed to identify and support women’s leadership development in each state.
The conference kick-off featured an inspirational shero, in her own right, the First
Lady of the State of Mississippi, Shero Deborah Bryant. Bryant has dedicated her professional and personal life to caring for those
around her. She has worked tirelessly through
her H.O.M.E. platform, focusing on healthcare, outdoors, military, and education, to
improve the quality of life for all Mississippians. Seeing the mansion as belonging to all
people, Bryant extended an invitation to the
WHEMN participants to visit the governor’s
mansion to experience why renovating the
mansion was important for the entire state.
As more sheroes are needed in senior educational leadership, the regional coordinator of ACE, Shero Eveadean Myers, served
as a keynote speaker. Myers discussed the
initiative, “Moving the Needle: The Demo-

graphics of the Higher Education Leadership
Pipeline.” Moving the Needle is a collaborative, multi-association initiative, which seeks
to increase the number of women in senior
leadership positions in higher education
through programs, research, and resources.
The Moving the Needle initiative is advocating for all presidents in higher education
in Mississippi to sign the Moving the Needle
Pledge. The first president in the State of
Mississippi to sign the pledge is Jim Borsig, president of the Mississippi University
for Women. WHEMN, through the support
of IHL and the Community College Board,
will attempt to have 100 percent of the state’s
private and public colleges and universities
presidents sign this pledge to move the needle at their various institutions.
One key component of being an unleashed
shero is having a creed: a set of beliefs that
empowers her to do great sheroic works. Her
creed defines the meaning of her existence.
Demonstrating this principle was Shero Suzan Thames, chairman of the MIND Center
at UMMC. Through her efforts and those of
her boards, she has made a phenomenal impact on Mississippi through her early advocacy from equal health care to raising funds
for Blair E. Batson Children’s Hospital. Her
work is critical to the support of not only
higher education in the state, but to the support of Mississippi’s philanthropic efforts.
Thames credits Shero Gloria Kellum for encouraging her that “if you see it, fix it” when
it relates to narrowing the gap in children
healthcare. She has used this as her guiding
principle or creed.
A shero can find strength in shero narratives or life stories. Shero Alysia Burton
Steele, Pulitzer Prize winning novelist for
her book, Delta Jewels: In Search of My
Grandmother’s Wisdom, shared with the audience how she captured the narratives and
voices of women who lived through the Jim
Crow era in Mississippi, the Civil Rights
Movement and more. As Steele played clips
of these beautiful women sharing their rich
narratives, the audience laughed and cried
as these stories invoked emotions reminding
them of their own grandmothers and their
narratives.
While an unleashed shero is in superherolike flight, she must be prepared for her own
kryptonite. The luncheon keynote speech
was by Shero Angela Mae Kupenda, professor of Law at Mississippi College School
of Law. Her talk, “Recognizing and Overcoming Your Kryptonite: How to Become
a Stronger Shero Through Self Awareness,”
made comparisons to the effects of dreaded
kryptonite on superman/woman. Kupenda provided strategies for managing those

things that keep individuals (both women
and men) from being their most successful
self. She urged: “Know your home planet,
as the kryptonite is connected to past explosions from the home planet;” “be aware of
the presence of your troubling kryptonite,
but don’t grab the floating green specks;”
and “get you some lead, as lead or positive
effort shields from the effects of kryptonite.”
Participants began naming their own kryptonites and declaring that they will overcome
them.
Shero narratives at the high levels of administration were also shared. One of the
panels included two of three female presidents of colleges and universities in Mississippi. The female presidents form the President’s Advisory Council of WHEMN. Shero
Mary Graham, president of Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College, Shero Beverly Hogan, president of Tougaloo College,
were joined on the panel by Shero Andrea
Mayfield, executive director of the Mississippi Community College Board, and Shero
Onetta Whitley, deputy attorney general of
the State of Mississippi. These women freely
shared their personal and professional narratives in an effort to inspire aspiring female
leaders.
A shero must bravely confront and address
both professional and personal challenges.
Shero Christy Pickering, who is a board
member of IHL’s governing board, spoke to
the audience about the glass ceiling and how
to break through barriers in order to achieve
success. She also shared about women naming and overcoming domestic violence in
the home. Her remarkable initiative is titled,
“Girl You Deserve Better!” Pickering’s personal narrative is stirring because of its focus
on overcoming obstacles to achieve personal
and professional success.
This year’s WHEMN conference was coordinated by state coordinator, Shero Loretta
Moore, vice president for Research and Federal Relations at Jackson State University,
and her dedicated JSU team. Moore chaired
the panel which explored ways sheroes can
save the world, or at least further the world
of higher education in Mississippi. This distinguished panel included: Shero Patricia
Bennett, interim dean of Mississippi College
School of Law and president-elect of the Mississippi Bar Association (the first AfricanAmerican woman to serve in this position);
Shero Debra Mays Jackson, vice president
of Hinds Community College at UTICA and
Vicksburg; and former lieutenant governor
Shero Amy Tuck, vice president for Campus
Services at Mississippi State University.
The panel of sheroes urged that change
occurs when visionary leaders can motivate
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Within’ Conference

others to embrace the transformative power
of their institutions. They also discussed the
value their institutions bring to both students
and to the state as a whole.
Sheroes in higher education need the support of the highest levels of leadership. The
support of shero leadership is critical in addressing the disparities that exist in recruiting, hiring, retaining and advancing women.
This support was demonstrated by the presence of Jackson State University Interim
President Rod Paige, who served as the presidential sponsor of WHEMN 2017. Paige encouraged the attendees to continue supporting WHEMN because of the critical role it
plays in identifying, developing, advancing
and supporting women in higher education.
He invited the attendees to visit the campus
of JSU and see the great things happening on
the campus and with students.
Also, evidence that support for women
exists at the highest level, was the appearance of the Commissioner of Higher Education Glenn Boyce. Boyce was introduced by
Shero Stephanie Nellons-Paige, the first lady
of Jackson State University. Nellons-Paige is
highly accomplished in her own right. She
has had a successful career in transportation
management, has worked at the executive
level with several Fortune 500 companies,
currently serves as the vice president for National Engagement for USA Funds, serves
on many national boards, and was selected
as one of the City of Houston’s 2015 Top 30
Influential Women and as one of 10 Iconic
Women for her invaluable public service at
the local, state and national levels. Earlier in
the conference, Nellons-Paige also did an introduction of our luncheon keynote speaker.
Recognizing the importance of having
more sheroes in educational leadership,
Boyce commended the organizers of the conference and discussed equal pay, as the main
focus of his talk. He encouraged the women
leaders to continue fighting for equal pay.
Earlier in the conference all participants
were given a hot pink scarf to use as a shero
cape and to wave when in agreement with
points made. The women waved their shero
scarves in agreement to the Commissioner’s
statements. Following his address, Moore
and Nellons-Paige, as “a sign of solidarity
in moving the needle forward for women in
Mississippi,” draped Boyce and Paige with
pink shero capes.
Following their panel, sheroes were encouraged by additional narratives. As a graduate of Ole Miss who has successfully traversed the pathways to success at IBM and
now as a FedEx executive, the appearance
of Shero Rose Flenorl warmed the audience.
Flenorl, the first African-American president

of the Ole Miss Alumni Association, encouraged women to find the tools to enhance their
leadership abilities. She named top 10 things
that keep her focused and discussed daring
to try things that others say are impossible
to accomplish.
Sheroes also traced the history of
WHEMN back to its beginnings. In attendance at the conference were two individuals
who from the beginning helped to shape the
organization – Shero Gloria Kellum, who in
2003 was tasked by former Chancellor of the
University of Mississippi Robert C. Khayat,
with forming the organization, and Shero
Bonnie Brown, who served as the first coordinator for WHEMN. The dynamic duo gave
a historical perspective of WHEMN with a
look to the future.
Kellum and Brown left the organization
with a charge to move forward to address
continuing issues relating to budget challenges, gender salary gaps, child care support, internal advancement opportunities,
structured mentoring and networking programs, significant increase in non-tenure
track teaching positions, and more. Kellum
encouraged the organization to think about a
WHEMN march – one that can have a similar impact of the Women’s March that was
held in Washington, D.C. in January, 2017.
Recognizing and promoting women is
important. This year, to coincide with the
theme, two sheroes were specially recognized. Shero Carmen Walters, vice president of Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College and Shero Yolanda Jones, director
of student counseling at Mississippi Valley
State University, were specially recognized
as sheroes who have demonstrated sheroic
leadership at their individual campuses and
are well respected by their peers.
At the culminating luncheon on day two,
the 2017 WHEMN Leadership Award was
awarded to Shero Judith A. “Judy” Spencer,
chief human resources officer at Mississippi
State University. Each year, the award is presented to an actively employed woman who
has demonstrated her leadership and commitment to the advancement of women in
higher education.
The nominee should be a woman who is
synonymous with mentoring other women
and have demonstrated leadership skills and
established practices of enhancing campus
climate by finding ways and means to inspire
her colleagues and institutions to higher levels of achievement. Spencer was nominated
by Mark Keenum, president of Mississippi
State University, who wrote that Spencer “is
a leader in the university’s efforts to attract
more women to our faculty and staff, and
she is also deeply engaged in developing and

implementing innovative programs designed
to promote career success for all women on
our campus.”
Former award recipients in attendance,
Sheroes Gloria Kellum (2006), Amy Tuck
(2010), Loretta Moore (2013), Colleen Hartfield (2015), and Laura Damm (2016), joined
Shero Spencer on stage, as she became the
12th woman to receive the prestigious award.
The administrative home of WHEMN rotates every two years from a senior college/
university to a community college, thereby
insuring that every institution of higher education in Mississippi has a vested interest in
the mission and goals of WHEMN, involvement and investment in WHEMN, as well
as a succession plan to insure continuity in
the leadership. The administrative home for
WHEMN for 2018 and 2019 will be Hinds
Community College.
Shero Colleen Hartfield, the 2015
WHEMN Leadership Award recipient, accepted the charge to lead the organization for
the next two years and pledged to make the
conference even bigger.
An important part of moving the needle is
communicating the success of sheroes and
sharing strategies for success. The conference organizers utilized social media as a
major networking tool and to help attendees
learn more about each other, to find their
Batman-like-Robins and to declare their
creeds. Many were social media winners.
Members of the WHEMN 2017 Steering Committee included: Sheroes Loretta
A. Moore, statewide coordinator, Almesha
Campbell, site coordinator, Tracy Stapleton,
treasurer, Carol Woodson, décor/logistics,
Candis Pizzetta, sponsorship, Olivia Goodheart, public relations, and Jan Mangana,
door prizes.
Institutional representatives, appointed by
their colleges/universities’ president, were
instrumental in helping to increase membership in the organization.
The generous financial support of Bankplus, Mississippi Economic Council, Sanderson Farms, Regions Bank, JSU Advance,
and the Mississippi e-Center Foundation
helped to make the conference a huge success for all the participants in ‘Unleashing
the Shero Within.’
When asked about the overall impact of
the conference, Moore replied, “Based on
the many comments that I have received, the
conference exceeded everyone’s expectations and will serve as a catalyst for advancing women in higher education in Mississippi ”
Follow WHEMN on twitter (@whemn),
facebook (/whemnms), and instagram (/
whemn).
PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY
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Celebrated literacy leader named Jackson Public School
JPS administrator of the year board temporarily ends
Mississippi Link Newswire
Shauna Nicholson-Johnson is the 2017 Jackson Public Schools Administrator
of the Year. Jackson Public
Schools Chief Academic Officer of Elementary Schools,
William Merritt, made the
announcement during a
schoolwide assembly at Baker Elementary where Nicholson-Johnson is the principal.
“It’s especially gratifying when you have a school
where you demonstrate the
kind of growth these students have demonstrated,”
said JPS interim superintendent Freddrick Murray in
his congratulatory remarks.
“They are really blessed to
have this leader in this space
at this time.”
Nicholson-Johnson
led
Baker Elementary to an Arating in the 2015–2016
school year. Under her
leadership, the school also
achieved the highest growth
in reading statewide among
the lowest 25 percent of elementary students. Mississippi Department of Education
officials held a celebration at
the school to recognize this
success.
Leveraging strong Adopta-School partnerships, Baker
Elementary has successfully completed many special projects and activities,
including upgrading the
school’s playground equipment.
“Baker becoming an A
school took time, it took accountability from leadership,

Nicholson-Johnson
teachers, scholars, parents
and all community stakeholders,” said NicholsonJohnson. “We are a team and
this team made this happen.
We have to remember at the
end of the day, scholars are
our focus.”
The Tougaloo College
graduate earned a bachelor’s
degree in psychology and later pursued additional studies
at Jackson State University.
From JSU she has completed
a Master of Arts in Teacher,
a Specialist degree in Education Administration and
Supervision and a Doctor-

ate degree in Elementary and
Early Childhood Education.
Along the way, Nicholson-Johnson has also gained
extensive education and administrative experience. She
was an elementary school
teacher before becoming a
district-level
curriculum/
instructional specialist and
intervention specialist for
Jackson Public Schools.
Active in the community,
civic and professional organizations, Nicholson-Johnson has received awards for
outstanding
achievements
and contributions. Among

those include the inaugural class for Jackson Public
Schools Leadership Development Academy, Who’s
Who Among Colleges and
Universities, and Outstanding Young Women of America Award. She is a member
of the Association for Supervision and Curriculum
Development and National
Education Association.
Nicholson-Johnson
will
be considered with other
outstanding administrators
across the state for the Mississippi Administrator of the
Year.
Nicholson-Johnson
received a gift package valued
at more than $500 thanks to
donations from the friends of
Jackson Public Schools.
A special thanks goes to
the district’s generous and
supportive business community for the following donations to the 2017 JPS Administrator of the Year:
• An oversized umbrella,
TEC of Jackson
• A floral arrangement and
gift basket, Kroger, I-55 N
• A 30-ounce Ozarka Trail
Stainless Steel Tumbler, The
Trophy Shoppe
• $50 gift card to Surin of
Thailand Restaurant
• Two family passes to the
Smith Robertson Museum
and Cultural Center
• A complimentary weekend night stay, Courtyard by
Marriott
• Administrator of the
Year plaque donated by Baker, Donelson

superintendent search

Mississippi Link Newswire
The Board of Trustees of Jackson Public Schools suspended
its Request for Proposals from
qualified consultants to conduct
a national search for the next
JPS superintendent at its regularly scheduled Board meeting
February 21.
The Board also voted to keep
Interim Superintendent Freddrick Murray in that role through
the 2017-2018 school year.
During the interim period, the
board indicated it will remain
committed to listening to the
issues that are important to the
community in securing a perma- Murray
nent superintendent.
“We have absolute confidence
in Dr. Murray and the work that
he is doing and the improvements that we see happening
throughout the district,” said
Board President Beneta Burt.
“I am honored and grateful
to the Board of Trustees for extending my opportunity to serve
as interim superintendent,” said
Murray. “We will continue to
ensure the district moves from
probation to accredited status
and work to improve the district’s academic performance
rating.”
Murray has been serving as interim superintendent of Jackson Burt
Public Schools since November
17, 2016. Under his leadership, ing action to resolve the issues
the Mississippi Department of uncovered during MDE’s audits
Education (MDE) voted to ap- of the school district.
prove the Corrective Action Plan
Murray is also leading the disfor JPS. The CAP is designed to trictwide effort to ensure proghelp JPS improve schools with ress is systematic in all areas in
clearly defined timelines for tak- all schools.

Springhill Suites Hotel donates supplies to Power APAC arts program
Springhill Suites hotel manager Jimmy Stuart delivered art supplies to
Power Academic and Performing Arts Complex to be used by fourthand fifth-grade art students at the school. Power APAC Principal
Marlynn Martin and 3-D instructor Pam Kinsey participated in the presentation, thanking Stuart and Springhill Suites for the generous donation of supplies.
This is the third year that Springhill Suites in Ridgeland has supported
the Power APAC Visual Arts Department. Each fall, the Suites lobby
is transformed into an art gallery featuring art from Power APAC student artists in grades 4–12. Visitors and patrons of the hotel donate
funds towards the support of the school’s art department during this
event, called “Ask For More Arts.” Their donations buy much needed
and appreciated art supplies for use by all of the students throughout
the school year.
“Thank you, Springhill Suites. We appreciate all you do for us,” said
Kinsey. “Your support enriches our school to continue to ‘Strive for the
Mountaintops’”

Power APAC fourth and fifth grade art students will make great use of the supplies donated by Springhill Suites and delivered by the
Ridgeland location manager, Jimmy Stuart.
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Jackson State University’s clinical Psychology
doctoral program reaccredited by APA-CoA
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University
is proud to announce that the
Clinical Psychology Doctoral
Program has received accreditation for an additional five
years by the American Psychological Association’s (APA)
Commission on Accreditation
(CoA).
JSU initially received accreditation for its Clinical Psychology Doctoral Program in
2001. Since then, the program
has continuously received reaccreditation by APA-CoA,
which is a testament to the
faculty’s ability to enhance the
program curriculum and provide students with exemplary
clinical and research experiences.
As the only doctoral program
in JSU’s College of Liberal
Arts (CLA), this program provides additional national exposure to CLA and the university
because JSU is one of only two
Historically Black Colleges/
Universities to have an accredited doctoral program in clinical psychology. Dean of the

Dr. Pamela Banks, chair of the Clinical Psychology Department, Dr. Bryman Williams, director of clinical training
and Dr. Azevedo, dean of the College of Liberal Arts PHOTO BY KENTRICE RUSH/JSU
College of Liberal Arts, Mario J. Azevedo said, “The reaccreditation of our program is
great news for the Department
of Psychology, the College of
Liberal Arts and the University.”
As of January 2017, there are
31 students enrolled in the program at different stages of matriculation. Michael Ramsey,
who is a 2nd-year student from
North Carolina, has made the
most of his tenure in the pro-

gram. Some of his major accomplishments include being
a scholar at NIH’s Graduate
Summer Opportunity to Advance Research Program. He
stated, “The program has been
instrumental in helping me
achieve my dream to become a
clinical psychologist.”
Trisha Arnold, who is a 3rdyear student conducting her
practicum at the University of
Mississippi Medical Center’s
Harbor House stated, “the pro-

gram has provided me a unique
clinical experience serving
individuals from multiple cultural backgrounds and offering
a thorough clinical training experience.”
Since its inception, 75 students have graduated from the
program and have completed
internships and postdoctoral
fellowships at institutions such
as Brown, Yale and Harvard
University. Program graduates
are also practicing as licensed

“What’s education got to do
with it?” Everything.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
CLARKSDALE – In 1984, Tina Turner
made the world ponder with the release of
her hit single “What’s Love Got to Do with
It?”
In similar fashion, Dean of Career and
Technical Education Anne Clark questioned, “What’ s education got to do with
it?” during the keynote address for Coahoma Community College’s culminating
Black History Month program Tuesday
morning.
“My answer is simple,” said Clark to audience comprised of students, faculty, staff
and community members. “Everything.”
Themed, “The Crisis in Black Education,” the annual program was organized
by the Division of Academic Affair’s Black
History Month Committee and CCC’s Lyceum Committee to highlight a month of
activities and events designed to recognize, honor and acknowledge the roles African Americans have played in American
history.
Hosted in the Pinnacle, the student-led
program also included several musical performances by CCC’s Choir, CCC’s Concert
Band as well as a special Black History
inspired art exhibit by CCC’s Art Department.
Alluding to the event’s theme, Clark said
challenges in the education system are not
new.
“There once was a time when African
Americans had to creep in the dark to
write in the dirt,” said Clark. “…We have
experienced challenges before, but we
made it.”
After sharing several startling statistics

clinical psychologists throughout the United States at medical centers, veterans’ hospitals,
academic institutions, private
practices, federal bureau of
prisons, and state psychiatric
facilities as mental health administrators, psychology service division directors, academicians, staff psychologists
and private practitioners.
The following graduates are
employed locally: Dr. Monica
Sutton (associate professor) at
the University of Mississippi
Medical Center’s CAY Clinic,
Dr. Joseph Griebler (training
director) at the Mississippi
State Hospital, and Dr. Nanetta Payne (private practice) at
Payne Behavioral Health.
Clinical faculty utilizes their
experience, resources and contacts to assist in mentoring and
training graduate students.
Current projects include: 1) collaboration between the College
of Liberal Arts Department of
Psychology faculty and JSU’s
College of Science, Engineering and Technology (i.e., Computational and Data-Enabled

Mariah Batiest
receives HBCU
Title III Scholarship
The Mississippi Link Newswire

CCC Director of Choir Activites Kelvin Towers prepares to lead CCC’s nationally-acclaimed choir
during Tuesday’s culminating Black History Month program.
highlighting the troubles of America’s
educational system, Clark asserted that
every individual can play a role in creating positive change.
“We have to return to providing intensive education of basic skills – reading,
writing and reasoning,” said Clark. “We
must make a serious recommitment to the
education of all.”
Clark closed by encouraging everyone,
especially students, to take a good look at
the “man in the mirror.”
“I urge you to examine your place in
education,” Clarks said. “To eradicate the
challenges in education, you must empower yourselves through education – for
you are the future leaders.”

CCC’s Dean of Career and Technical Education Anne Clark, pictured, served as the keynote
speaker during CCC’s 2017 culminating Black
History Month program

A new scholarship is helping
Alcorn State University sophomore Moriah Batiest further
her education.
Batiest, a business administration major, was awarded
the $1,000 Historically Black
Colleges and Universities
(HBCU) Title III Scholarship.
After applying for many
scholarships in the past and not
hearing any responses, Batiest
didn’t expect to be awarded.
She said that the notification of
her award was a pleasant surprise.
“I was overwhelmed by receiving the scholarship because I never expected to be
awarded,” said Batiest. “Usually when I apply for scholarships, I don’t receive them. So
I am grateful for finally receiving a scholarship to help me
along my college journey.”
Having the proper information to apply is key to pursuing
and possibly earning scholarships. Batiest encourages
other students to have their
documents in order before submission.
“I suggest that students act
upon any scholarship opportunities that they hear about.
I also encourage my peers to

Psychology Society
celebrates National Heart
Month with charity event
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University’s
Psychology Society took up
donations in honor of those
who suffer from heart disease.
The organization hosted the
Heart Warriors event in the
Dr. Clinton Bristow Jr. Dining Facility lobby Feb. 13 to
collect donations for heart disease patients in honor of February being National Heart
Month.
The donations will be deliv-

Science and Engineering);
and 2) collaborating with the
American Medical Response to
do resiliency training that will
assist first responders with handling trauma.
The program faculty continues to advance innovations in
student training and curriculum development. One major
accomplishment anticipated in
the near future is the implementation of a terminal master’s degree program. Thus, applicants
interested in seeking a master’s
degree in psychology will have
JSU as a viable option. Jackson
State University remains on
the cutting-edge of grooming
a workforce to advance professionalism and innovations in
the mental health service and
research industry locally, nationally and internationally.
Moving forward, JSU’s CLA
and the psychology department
will celebrate this momentous
achievement so that it is acknowledged that the “College
of Culture” continues to sustain
high standards of achievement
for its’ graduate programs.

ered to St. Dominic Hospital
in Jackson, Miss.
Rayford Mullins, a founding member of the organization, felt obligated to participate in the community service
project because for him, heart
disease hits close to home.
“This event was very touching for me because my great
grandmother lost her life to
heart disease, and I knew that
I wouldn’t want anyone else
to have to deal with what she

went through,” said Rayford.
Senior and Psychology Society President Raven King
was happy to show a kind gesture to those who live with the
disease.
“This event was much
needed,” said King. “I believe
that it is important to show
those who live with heart disease that we care about them.
Showing them that we care is
a big part of our organization’s
mission.”

Alcorn State University’s Psychology Society

Batiest

make sure that their resume,
letters of recommendation and
personal statement are organized and free of any grammatical errors so they can
submit quality information. It
really helps when applying for
scholarships.”
Batiest feels that scholarships are valuable assets that
can play a significant role in
the lives of college students.
“All of us want to further
our education and accomplish
more than our parents did, and
I feel that scholarships provide the funds that would allow us to buy things that are
necessary to our educational
success. Scholarships also motivate us to continue the journey.”
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Women Preachers –
“The Conversation”
By Rev. CJ Rhodes
Special to The Mississippi Link
Recently, I
came across
an
article
that I found
to be very
fascinating
regarding female preachers. The longdisputed subject of women
in ministry is of great debate
within many religious communities. It is also one I find
appropriate for the launch of
Women’s History Month.
To bring some enlightenment to the conversation,
I would like to share the
contents of the article, “The
Conversation,” with you.
African-American women comprise more than 70
percent of the active membership of generally any
African-American congregation one might attend today. According to one Pew
study,
African-American
women are among the most
religiously committed of the
Protestant demographic – 8
in 10 say that religion is important to them.
Yet, America’s Christian
pulpits, especially AfricanAmerican pulpits, remain
male-dominated
spaces.
Still today, eyebrows raise,
churches split, pews empty
and recommendation letters
get lost at a woman’s mention that God has called her
to preach.
The deciding factor for
women desiring to pastor and be accorded respect
equal to their male counterparts generally whittles
down to one question: Can
she preach?
The fact is that AfricanAmerican women have
preached, formed congregations, and confronted many
racial injustices since the
slavery era.
The earliest black female
preacher was a Methodist
woman simply known as
Elizabeth. She held her first
prayer meeting in Baltimore
in 1808 and preached for
about 50 years before retiring to Philadelphia to live
among the Quakers.
An unbroken legacy of
African-American women

preachers persisted even
long after Elizabeth. Reverend Jarena Lee became
the first African-American
woman to preach at the African Methodist Episcopal
(AME) Church. She began
preaching even before the
church was officially formed
in the city of Philadelphia in
1816. But, she faced considerable opposition.
AME Bishop Richard Allen, who founded the AME
Church, had initially refused
Lee’s request to preach. It
was only upon hearing her
speak, presumably, from the
floor, during a worship service, that he permitted her to
give a sermon.
Lee reported that Bishop
Allen, “Rose up in the assembly, and related that
[she] had called upon him
eight years before, asking
to be permitted to preach,
and that he had put [her] off;
but that he now as much believed that [she] was called
to that work, as any of the
preachers present.
Lee was much like her Colonial-era contemporary, the
famed women’s rights activist Sojourner Truth. Truth
had escaped John Dumont’s
slave plantation in 1828 and
landed in New York City,
where she became an itinerant preacher active in the
abolition and woman’s suffrage movements.
For centuries now, the
Holy Bible has been used to
suppress women’s voices.
These early female black
preachers reinterpreted the
Bible to liberate women.
Truth, for example, is
most remembered for her
captivating topical sermon
“Ar’nt I A Woman?,” delivered at the Woman’s Rights
National Convention May
29, 1851 in Akron, Ohio.
In a skillful historical
interpretation of the scriptures, in her convention address, Truth used the Bible
to liberate and set the record straight about women’s
rights. She professed: “Then
that little man in black there,
he says women can’t have
as much rights as men, because Christ wasn’t a woman! Where did your Christ

come from? From God and a
woman! Man had nothing to
do with Him.”
Like Truth, Jarena Lee
spoke truth to power and
paved the way for other midto late 19th-century black
female preachers to achieve
validation as pulpit leaders,
although neither she nor
Truth received official clerical appointments.
The first woman to achieve
this validation was Julia A. J.
Foote. In 1884, she became
the first woman ordained
a deacon in the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion
(AMEZ) Church. Shortly after followed the ordinations
of AME evangelist Harriet A. Baker, who in 1889
was perhaps the first black
woman to receive a pastoral
appointment. Mary J. Small
became the first woman to
achieve “elder ordination”
status, which permitted her
to preach, teach and administer the sacraments and
Holy Communion.
Historian Bettye CollierThomas maintains that the
goal for most black women
seeking ordination in the late
19th and early 20th centuries was simply a matter of
gender inclusion, not necessarily pursuing the need
to transform the patriarchal
church.
An important voice was
that of Rev. Florence Spearing Randolph. In her role as
reformer, suffragist, evangelist and pastor, she daringly advanced the cause of
freedom and justice within
the churches she served and
even beyond during the period of the Great Migration
of 20th century.
In her sermons, she
brought criticism to the broken promises of American
democracy, the deceptive
ideology of black inferiority
and other chronic injustices.
Randolph’s sermon “If I
Were White,” preached on
Race Relations Sunday, Feb.
1, 1941, reminded her listeners of their self-worth. It
emphasized that America’s
whites who claim to be defending democracy in wartime have an obligation to
all American citizens.

Randolph spoke in concrete language. She argued
that the refusal of whites to
act justly toward blacks, domestically and abroad, embraced sin rather than Christ.
That, she said, revealed a realistic picture of America’s
race problem.
She also spoke about
gender discrimination. Randolph’s carefully crafted
sermon in 1909 “Antipathy
to Women Preachers,” for
example, highlights several
heroic women in the Bible.
From her interpretation of
their scriptural legacy, she
argued that gender discrimination in Christian pulpits
illustrated a misreading of
scripture.
Randolph used her position as preacher to effect
social change. She was a
member and organizer for
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU),
which led in the work to pass
the 18th Amendment, which
made prohibition of the production, sale and transport
of alcoholic beverages illegal in the United States. Her
affiliation with the WCTU
earned her the title “militant
herald of temperance and
righteousness.”
Today, several respected
African-American women
preachers and teachers of
preachers proudly stand on
Lee’s, Small’s and Randolph’s shoulders raising
their prophetic voices.
More
information
can be found at: https://
theconversation.com/
hidden-figures-howblack-women-preachersspoke-truth-to-power-73185
Next week, I will share
more information with you
regarding this age-old debate
regarding women preachers.
Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate of the University of MS
and Duke University, serves
as the director of Student
Religious Life at Alcorn
State University and is the
pastor of Mt. Helm Baptist
Church in Jackson. Rev.
Rhodes is married to Allison
Thomas-Rhodes and they
are the parents of twin boys:
Carroll Edward III and Cornelius Josiah.
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Message from
the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
Black
History
Month 2017 has taken its bow but the lessons taught, learned,
shared will be around
for as long as there
are people with voices and methods to continue the education of African Americans who
have helped to change communities,
nations and the world.
The successes of those of color
may seem to be dominated by the
male gender, but women have made
significant strides in the evolution of
this country, as well.
These facts were not dismissed by
the Youth Ministry of College Hill
M. B. Church, who recently celebrated Black History Month with
the creation of an African-American Museum. The youth dressed
as well-known African Americans
of the past and present, while displaying the achievements of their
seniors. With a quick glance, the
achievements of women of color
were everywhere.
As you walked through the museum, viewing the historical facts and
figures of those on display, you soon
found yourself in an area with African Americans who are the achievers of today. Those participants,
all members of College Hill M. B
Church, proudly sat next to their
displays as generations of viewers
passed by and engaged them in conversations about their accomplishments.
There were men on hand sharing
their accomplishments but because
we are now celebrating Women’s
History Month, I’d like to mention
at least one of the females whose
display caught the eyes of many –
Jackie Hampton, the publisher of
The Mississippi Link Newspaper.
The 20 somethings age group and
those younger know Hampton as
“the” girl scout troop leader, a position she would hold for approximately two decades before leaving
it. However, she is still active with
the local troop.
To see ‘Ms. Jackie,’ as she
is called, being displayed as an
African-American icon visibly

Hampton sits at her display.

broadened their awareness of the
contributions those who surround
them make every day.
Hampton sat surrounded by copies of The Mississippi Link, books
highlighting the accomplishments
of female publishers, a bio about
her, and a backdrop display of what
you can accomplish regardless of
your race and gender.
She sat as an example of who you
can become if you work hard, believe in yourself, and care enough to
see others learn, grow and succeed.
Hats off to Ms. Hampton, and
peers of great achievers (both female and male). You are an AfricanAmerican “shero” and one who
deserves recognition during both
Black History Month and Women’s
History Month. Please, continue to
share your knowledge and love for
years to come.
Remember the verse that I often
share with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV),
which reads: “How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,
Your God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger
for news in and around the state of
Mississippi, would like to serve as
your personal messenger to share
your news and the news of your
places of worship.
To share your news contact Daphne M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, fax (601) 896-0091
or mail 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

GMBSC of MS stands and
educates during March
Special to The Mississippi Link
The General Missionary
Baptist State Convention of
MS, Inc. will stand in support of local workers during an upcoming rally of the
workers of Mississippi, as
well as continue the month
educating others through
study and music.
Members of the GMBSC
of MS will participate in the
March on Mississippi Rally
to be held at the Canton
Multipurpose
Sportsplex,
501 Soldiers Colony Rd.,
Canton, with a pre-march
programs beginning at 12:30
p.m. The march will begin at
1 p.m.

Jackson
The march has been
planned to bring awareness
to Nissan of Canton employ-

ees’ requests for workforce
improvements.
Nissan workers, community members and national
leaders, including National
NAACP President Cornell
William Brooks, Sierra Club
President Aaron Nair, Congressman Bennie Thompson, Nina Turner and Keynote Speaker, U.S. Senator
Bernie Sanders, will speak.
The following week,
March 12 – 15, the GMBSC
of MS, Inc. will convene in
Natchez for its 2017 Spring
Session. The event will take
place at Pilgrim Baptist
Church, 117 Pilgrim Blvd.
Some of the events tak-

ing place will include: Monday’s session will begin with
the pastor/minister’s conference and a faith based workshop held simultaneously at
9 a.m. An extended housing
and economic development
session will take place that
afternoon at 3:15 p.m. That
evening at 6 p.m., a music
workshop will be held. Seminary night will take place
Tuesday, at 6 p.m. Meetings
and classes will take place
Tuesday and Wednesday.
Isiac Jackson Jr. is the
GMBSC of MS president.
For additional information visit www.gmbsc.org or
call 601-260-9705.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com
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Prayer can affect a whole
nation, including America

D

Hearts after
His Heart
P
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
Last week,
we discussed
the
importance of having a heart
that
seeks
after God’s
heart. We looked at what
seeking God’s heart was not.
We also looked at how seeking God’s heart was easier
if you had relationship with
him and could recognize his
voice. Spending time with
God through personal prayer
time puts you into a position
where you can trust his voice
and then seek his heart.
In the Old Testament, David was described as being a
man after God’s heart. I Samuel 13:14 explains how he
was described by the Prophet
Samuel. The New Testament
further explains that what
David’s seeking God’s heart
was in Acts 13:22: “… He
raised up for them David as
king, to whom also He gave
testimony and said, ‘I have
found David the son of Jesse,
a man after My own heart,
who will do all My will.’
I Samuel 13:14 also remind us how “The LORD
has sought for Himself a man
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after His own heart, and the
LORD has commanded him
to be commander over His
people, because you have not
kept what the LORD commanded you.” This man was
King David but he was far
from perfect. He made many
decisions that hurt others and
brought generations of negative consequences to his own
family. But even in the midst
of his failings, David continued to seek after God.
II Samuel gives a good
accounting of David following closely the Lord’s commands. It also shows the results of his disobeying God.
Chapter 7 shows David praying an earnest and humble
prayer thanking God for his
many blessings. Yet, just a
few chapters over in Chapter
11, David commits adultery
with Bathsheba and has her
husband murdered. How can
this be the actions of a man
that seeks after God’s heart?
When he realized the consequences were negative for
him and his loved ones, he
did not shift blame to God.
He took full responsibility
and repented sincerely seeking God’s forgiveness.
I found this intriguing definition of sincerity on www.

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 9

characterjournal.com.
It
stated that sincerity “comes
from two Latin words, sine
(without) and cere (wax).
The Romans tried to copy the
craftsmanship of Greek pottery and often used inferior
material, filling small cracks
with wax and painting over
them. The unsuspecting buyer discovered the wax when
he put the vessel under fire.
Quality pottery thus carried
the label ‘sin cere.’” In much
the same way, how we deal
with adversity (do we try to
cover it up?) often shows our
sincerity as Christians.
David shows that seeking
God’s heart will transform
lives when you are sincerely
repentant.
This resurrection season
as we reflect on the selfless sacrifice of Jesus on the
cross, we have a great opportunity to continue the often
difficult choice of seeking
God’s heart by being sincere
and not ashamed.
Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence best-seller “Love Hangover: Moving
from Pain to Purpose after
a Relationship Ends.” She
may be reached at lovehangover@juno.com.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
We must war
against that old
spirit that will try
to settle down on
us and cause us to
think, “What can
we do?” The answer is, we can pray. We have
the same privilege and right
that everyone else has ever had.
The same God who changed His
mind, saved nations, changed
circumstances, and saved lives,
will hear and answer prayer just
the same today if we get down to
business and pray.
If we study through the Bible,
we will see that people are pretty
much the same. It is sad to say,
but following every one of those
great eras of time when God performed such wonderful works, a
slackness in prayer among God’s
people always followed. It is a
pattern, and it is something of
which we need to beware and
battle against. If we get down to
business and pray, and God does
great things for us, then the next
danger is slackness in prayer.
Many times we do not hold
on as fervently as we did when
we prayed and saw the great
need filled; because of that, even
though we are praying to the
same God, we do not see Him
move as He once did. We can
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follow this pattern throughout
the Scriptures. In Judges, seven
times over, we can read where
this same thing happened with
Israel. They got down to business with God, and He blessed
them and drove out their enemies, and they reigned on high.
Next, they gave up, slackened on
prayer, and they went down.
All those things happened for
our learning and admonition.
What is the lesson? If we have
been able to get hold of God in a
great way, the enemy’s next tactic will be to try to cause us to
rejoice in the victory and slacken
on really praying. If we let down
on really praying, he will steal
away the victory and the glory
that we once enjoyed.
Israel had such a mighty hold
on God that so often He had
struck terror and awe in the hearts
of their enemies; but when they
lost their grip on God, they could
not call Him on the scene as they
once did. God dwelt in that little
box overlaid with gold called the
Ark. Whenever God saw fit for
them to go out and battle against
the enemy, they did not have to
fight when they carried the Ark.
Their enemies retreated because
they knew they could not fight
against God. Unfortunately, Israel failed God, and His presence
left them. They still had the Ark
of God, but they had lost the God

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of March 2
SONGS

		

ARTISTS				

1. You Deserve It			

J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise

2. God Provides			

Tamela Mann

3

of the Ark. After that, they battled with the Philistines and felt
that they did not have to worry;
however, when they carried the
Ark out, the Philistines took it
away from them.
My friends, we can talk about
the Church of God in a formal
way being the house of God
and having the presence of God.
However, if we are not careful,
we can lose His presence and
hold on to a form and yet be powerless.
We must meet God’s conditions for Him to stay in the midst.
If we fail to meet those conditions, we will be left powerless.
Look at the power the morning
time Church had: they raised the
dead, healed the sick, work miracles of every kind, opened prison
doors, and caused earthquakes
through their prayers. What happened? They let down and there
was a great falling away.
Next week – March 10, 2017 –
Prayer can affect a whole nation
including America!” Part IV
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. He is married to
Velma L. Green. He is a member
of the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God, Anderson, Ind. He serves as chairman of the Southeastern Association of The Church of God, Inc.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

ALBUM

SUNDAY

3. Joy					Vashawn Mitchell

Worship Services
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

4. Made A Way			

Travis Greene

5. Never Have To Be Alone		

CeCe Winans

6. I Need You				

Donnie McClurkin

7. You’re Bigger			

Jekalyn Carr

8. Hang On				

GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard

9. Victory Belongs To Jesus

Todd Dulaney

WEDNESDAY

10. Father Jesus Spirit		

Fred Hammon

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

To listen to snippets of these songs,
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song
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Place your
church ad here.
For details call
601-896-0084

www.nhcms.org

Michael T. Williams
Pastor
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The question for elected officials Waller to be
Does it help working families?

Mississippi Link Newswire
Sen. Bill Stone, chair of the
Mississippi Senate Democratic
Caucus
Rep. David Baria, chair of the
Mississippi House Democratic
Caucus
Rep. Sonya Williams-Barnes,
chair of the Mississippi Legislative Black Caucus
As members of the Mississippi Legislature, our first responsibility is to stand up for an
America and a Mississippi that
work for all of us, not just the
wealthy few. That’s what we’ll
be listening for in President
Trump’s address to Congress
February 28. And that’s what we
and our Democratic colleagues
have been fighting for at our
state Capitol.
So far, what we’ve seen and
heard from the Trump administration is not encouraging as to
how it relates to helping working Mississippians. Our caucus
supports raising the minimum
wage; the President opposes
raising the minimum wage, despite the fact that it would allow every person who works
40 hours per week to afford the
basics. As one of his first acts,
he moved to eliminate a rule
that requires financial advisors
to recommend what’s best for
their clients, not their own wallets. We believe working Missis-

COMMENTARY
sippians deserve better, just like
each and every American.
Although the President claims
he wants to extend health insurance to everyone and lower
deductibles, his administration issued a regulation that
will raise the cost of premiums,
hike deductibles, and take away
health insurance from millions
of Americans. In fact, every
replacement plan for the Affordable Care Act that Congressional Republicans have floated
would likewise take health care
away from working families,
tax health benefits at work, and
allow insurance companies to
deny coverage to people with
pre-existing health conditions.
We just don’t believe that the
President’s supporters in Mississippi expected this.
For those of us who wrestle
with the state budget, the worst
appears yet to come. President
Trump and Congressional leaders intend to slash $1 trillion
from state funding for Medicaid,
which provides critical health
coverage to Mississippi children, working families, seniors,
and citizens with disabilities.
This action will have a devastating impact on families and
on our state budget, because we
will be forced to either make up

the difference with our diminishing state revenues, or deny
our fellow Mississippians muchneeded health care.
Many of us represent impoverished communities in our
state, and it is heartbreaking to
consider what will happen if the
decision is made to take away
healthcare for these vulnerable
citizens.
Furthermore, serious cuts to
Medicaid will have devastating
impact on already cash-strapped
community hospitals. Again, we
just don’t think the Mississippians who supported the current
president had this personal devastation in mind.
You may recall that we presented a slate of actions that
we believed would benefit all
Mississippi families at the beginning of our 2017 Legislative
session. At this writing, none
of those ideas is still alive at
the Capitol. We believe that’s
because our agenda does not
match the agenda that is coming
out of Washington and influencing what happens in Jackson.
Nevertheless, we will persist.
The people of Mississippi deserve for their elected officials
to stand up for our families. As a
caucus, we will continue to stand
up for the causes and legislative
actions that will make life better
for all Mississippians. We cannot

and we will not be silent.
A healthy, educated workforce
is necessary if we are ever going
to bring Mississippi’s economy
out of the current doldrums it
is experiencing. While the rest
of the nation looks to us to lead
in all areas of the arts, from music to writing, to the stage, the
screen and the visual arts, and
expects us to be at the forefront
of technological and healthcare
innovation, right alongside our
world-wide reputation for patriotism, we cannot continue to
maintain this standing unless we
pay attention to what will create jobs, provide excellent educational opportunities, promote
a healthy citizenry, and cherish
our abundant natural resources.
The Mississippi Legislative
Democratic Caucuses believe
that the more families we include in our economy, with
more of us being able to contribute to our full potential, the more
we all benefit and the more our
communities thrive.
What is the test for effective
elected officials like us, our colleagues and even the President?
Helping working families, not
just the wealthiest one percent or
corporate CEOs. We will persist
in our fight for families at the
Mississippi State Capitol and in
our districts at home. Our fellow
Mississippians deserve no less.

Weekly Legislative Summary
By Debra Gibbs
District 72
The end of this
week
marked
the deadline for
House appropriations and revenue bills to be
introduced and

passed.
The House Appropriations
Committee finished passing
bills regarding budgets for
state entities last week, so most
legislation addressed this week
came from the House Ways
and Means Committee.
The Mississippi Development Authority Bond Bill,
House Bill 1731, details the
amount of bond money that
will be given to MDA programs. One section of the bill
provides money for the ACE
Fund, which provides grants
to local economic develop-

ment entities to help expand
businesses. Other sections of
the bill provide money that
could be distributed in grants
to counties and municipalities
to improve infrastructure, enhance local facilities and improve marketability of public
property for economic development.
House Bill 1732 proposes
that $50 million in bonds be
disbursed by the Office of
State Aid Road Construction to
repair bridges throughout the
state. Half of the money would
be allotted to municipalities
and the other half would be
given to counties to assist with
repair, rehabilitation or reconstruction of bridges overseen
by those groups.
Legislation proposing how
much bond money should be
given to state colleges, community colleges and state parks

– among other things – was
passed in the form of House
Bill 1734.
Each of these bond bills
passed when presented on
the House floor. The Senate
has been busy passing similar
legislation, and now the two
groups will come together
to begin deciding how much
money will be put into each
bill. This process typically lasts
until the end of session when a
final decision is reached.
The House also passed
House Bill 1598, which will
provide a state income tax
credit to venison processors in
the amount of 50 percent of the
production cost of processing
venison donated by hunters for
the Mississippi Hunter’s Harvest Program. The program,
which is part of the Mississippi Wildlife Federation, provides donated venison meat

to less fortunate Mississippi
families as a low-fat, dependable source of protein. Hunters
and processors can learn more
about how to be a part of the
program at mswildlife.org.
Committees have also begun to meet again, this time to
discuss Senate Bills. Over the
next couple of weeks, Senate
Bills will make their way out
of House committees and onto
the House floor for discussion,
while the Senate reviews bills
that passed through the House.
Students who are members
of Future Farmers of America
came from all over the state
to visit the Capitol this week.
Legislators also received visitors from the NAACP, the
Mississippi Wildlife Enforcement Officers’ Association, the
Epilepsy Foundation of Mississippi and the Mississippi
Academy of Physicians.

Mississippi Youth Council visits
State Capitol

interim CEO for
MEC as Wilson
prepares to retire

Waller

Wilson

Mississippi Link Newswire
Scott Waller has been named
interim president & CEO of the
Mississippi Economic Council
effective May 1, in preparation for the planned retirement
of 19-year CEO Blake Wilson,
June 16, after a 47-year career,
37 in association work.
A native of Shubuta and a
graduate of Mississippi State
University, Waller is in his 11th
year on staff at MEC, serving
most recently as executive vice
president and COO, focusing
specifically on driving MECs
legislative agenda, targeting
communications and generating
grassroots outreach on behalf of
the MEC membership.
He pioneered MECs popular
Legislative Scrambler program
and played pivotal roles in managing various Blueprint Mississippi research projects, most
recently MECs transportation
infrastructure initiative.
Prior to joining MEC, he was
business editor of The ClarionLedger and spent a 20-year career in journalism, serving in
staff positions in Greenville,
Columbus, Jackson and Hilton
Head, S.C. and as owner and
publisher of the Madison County Journal.
Waller is respected among
Chamber leaders in America,
serving as vice chair of the
Policy Center of the Council of
State Chambers. He is a graduate of the four-year U.S. Chamber Institute for Organization
Management, where he earned
the professional designation
IOM recognizing his development as a chamber leader, and
serves on the board of regents
of the U.S. Chamber Institute
in Athens, Ga., where he is a
lecturer. He is also a member of
the national board of regents of
the U.S. Chamber Institute program.
An Eagle Scout, Waller is a
member of the executive board
of the Andrew Jackson Council
of the Boy Scouts of America
and a former scout leader. He is
active in both the Rotary Club
of Jackson and St. Matthews
United Methodist Church in
Madison, where he lives with
his wife, Kim, a Rankin public school teacher. Their son,
Shane, also a Mississippi State
graduate and Eagle Scout, is in
post-graduate studies at George
Washington University.
“Waller has both the experience and background needed at
this time of transition to serve
as interim CEO of MEC, as the
board and leadership of the organization focus a multi-month
approach on determining the

strategic direction that will best
solidify the next 20 years for
this important organization,”
said Robin J. Robinson, 201617 chair of MEC and director of
organization development and
corporate relations at Sanderson
Farms.
“We are grateful for Blake
Wilson’s contributions over
these nearly two decades and
for his commitment to both
building a strong team and providing them the professional
staff development needed to be
well-positioned to serve both
our membership and the state in
the years to come.”
“Wilson came to Mississippi
from Florida and Delaware, but
truly embraced and celebrated
the spirit that makes Mississippi great,” said William G.
Yates, III, 2017-18 MEC chair
and president and CEO of Yates
Companies.
“We appreciate his innovative
programming and use of technology to grow our reach, but
also his commitment to MECs
legacy. It is with this legacy in
mind that, working with Waller
and the team, our board and
leaders will focus in the coming
months on our strategic direction for the future. MEC plays
a vital role in the public policy
fabric of Mississippi,” said Wilson.
“The organization’s accomplishments are directly attributable to the tremendous involvement and hard work of our
volunteers since our founding
in 1949 and the innovative and
unselfish contributions of my
predecessors, Bob Pittman, who
directed this organization for
33 years and MB Swayze, who
was the founding director. It
has been a privilege to be a part
of MECs legacy in making a
meaningful difference for Mississippi and to work with such
a great group of volunteers and
staff who are committed to assuring MECs positive contributions.”
“I am excited about the future
of MEC, and I am honored to
have an opportunity to play a
role in helping shape it,” said
Waller. MEC is a vibrant organization that is squarely focused on the future but mindful
of the vision established by our
founders: the voice of business,
rooted in research, focused on
policy rather than political endorsement and funded through
our membership. I am looking
forward to contributing to this
legacy and to working with the
thousands of volunteers who
contribute so much to the future
of our state.”
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Members of the Mississippi Youth Council visited with Senator Sollie B. Norwood (Left) at the Capitol February 22, 2017, during a meeting at the
Capitol. Standing with Sen. Norwood are: Nytaya Babbitt, Demetrice Anderson, Omarr Peter and Christopher Cox, coordinator for Mississippi First,
which oversees the council.
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Oscar winning ‘Moonlight’
shines on Miami’s Liberty City
By Jennifer Kay
Associated Press
MIAMI – Oscar winning film
“Moonlight” presents a view of
Miami that never shows up in a
tourism video. Far from the sun
and glamour of South Beach or
the artists and hipsters of Wynwood, it shows predominantly
black communities, truly known
by few outside the people who
live there.
And it’s recognizably their
Miami, made beautiful and suddenly more hopeful than it might
have seemed before.
“The best thing about this
movie is they actually went into
the projects and shot it, and they
let kids from around Liberty City
be in it,” said Kamal Ani-Bello,
a freshman at Miami Northwestern Senior High School who had
a role as an extra in the film.
“Usually people make ‘hoods
on movie sets, but this actually
shows the real thing – and that’s
why it won best picture.”
“Moonlight” won the Academy Award for best picture, best
supporting actor and best adapted screenplay. It was nominated
in five additional categories. It
follows the life of a young black
man as he grows up in a poverty-stricken neighborhood while
coming to terms with his own
homosexuality.
Director Barry Jenkins “came
from the same grounds I came
from, from the same city,” said
Larry Anderson, a Miami Northwestern junior who also had a
role as an extra. Jenkins graduated from the same high school
and had roots in a public housing project nicknamed “Pork &
Beans” familiar to many students.
“Knowing that he came from
the same – not just Miami,
but Liberty City, same Pork &
Beans, Miami Northwestern and

Larry Anderson, left, and Kamal Ani-Bello, both Miami Northwestern Senior High School students who acted in the
movie “Moonlight,” speak during an interview with The Associated Press, Feb. 27, 2017, in Miami.
the same programs that I’ve been
part of, it tells me I can achieve
in the same way as him,” Anderson said.
Jenkins’ wrote the screenplay
for “Moonlight” with Tarell Alvin McCraney, who wrote the
play on which the film is based.
McCraney grew up in the same
neighborhoods as Jenkins and attended the New World School of
the Arts.
“This goes out to all those
black and brown boys and girls
and
non-gender-conforming
who don’t see themselves,” McCraney said during the Oscar
ceremony.
Natalie Baldie, artistic director of the Performing and Visual
Arts Center at Miami Northwestern, said she hopes the movie and
its awards give students another
perspective about getting out of
Liberty City or going to college.
“It’s giving them hope to get
through and something to look

forward to,” Baldie said, sitting
with Ani-Bello, Anderson and
senior Amanda Ali, who also
was an extra in the film. “We’re
used to seeing something about
violence or rap music or athletes
going to the NFL and things of
that nature.”
The film’s theme of self-acceptance is one students and the
community overall particularly
need to hear,” she added.
Ali said she hadn’t been entirely aware of how “grown-up” the
movie would be, “but that’s good
because it shows the truth.”
The success of “Moonlight”
also resonated at Norland Middle
School in Miami Gardens, where
part of the film is set. Two young
actors featured prominently in
the film, Alex Hibbert and Jaden
Piner, are Norland students, and
about a dozen others were extras
in the film.
Parents called and emailed
Principal
Ronald
Redmon

throughout the day to express
pride in a program showing the
talent coming Miami, he said.
“Today everyone beamed with
pride. Parents were dropping off
their kids with their horns blowing,” Redmon said.
Graham Winick, the city of
Miami Beach’s film coordinator and a past president of Film
Florida, called the success of
“Moonlight” a cultural high-water mark for Miami and Florida,
comparable to hosting an international art fair like Art Basel
Miami Beach or preserving the
area’s signature Art Deco architecture. He pointed out that the
film was made for just a fraction
of the marketing budget for some
of the films it was up against.
“That movie was $1.5 million
in the can, and it looked amazing,” Winick said. “It didn’t
have movie stars, but it still hit
a nerve and got a release. People
believed in it.”

Mardi Gras: ‘One time of year
people can act like fools’

By Rebecca Santana and Janet Mcconnaughey
Associated Press
NEW ORLEANS – The streets of New Orleans are filled with costumed revelers, dazzling floats featuring kings and queens, and
people of all ages screaming for trinkets and
beads. Lots of beads.
Tuesday marks the culmination of the Carnival season, which started Jan. 6.
Mardi Gras is “the one time of year people
can act like fools and get away with it,” said
one reveler, Craig Channell.
Channell, his wife, Darlene, and friend
Dian Walsh were visiting from Tampa, Florida. Host Bill Tucker pulled a wagon holding a
big cooler and four roll-up chairs. The group
was among 30 or so people who took the 7
a.m. ferry Tuesday to Canal Street. The crowd
included people in tutus and a half-dozen pirates.
The biggest parades take place along the
St. Charles Avenue parade route, where the
Krewe of Zulu kicked off the morning’s parades and then was followed by the Krewe of
Rex.
Pete Fountain’s Half-Fast Walking Club
strutted from the famed Commander’s Palace restaurant to the French Quarter, tossing
beads and doubloons to recordings of his music. Fountain, a clarinetist, died in August of
last year, but the club members – decked out
from hat to shoes in nearly fluorescent spring
green – were carrying on the tradition.
The sidewalk along St. Charles Avenue near
Canal Street barely had room for pedestrians.
People were sitting two rows of chairs deep
while families had set up ladders with seats
on top for their children to sit on and catch
throws.
Elaine Thomson, 48, of Silver Spring,
Maryland, had been there since 7 a.m. with a
group of friends.
“This is my 23rd Mardi Gras. Every year

Float riders toss beads during the Krewe of Bacchus Mardi Gras parade in New Orleans, Feb. 26,
2017. AP PHOTO/GERALD HERBERT
they do it bigger and better,” Thomson said.
In another part of the city, people dressed in
elaborate costumes were taking part in the St.
Anne’s parade – an eclectic walking parade
that starts in the Bywater and Marigny neighborhoods and ends in the French Quarter.
Gabrielle Begue described her costume as
“shrubs, greens, topiary” although she conceded that the leaves festooned around her
body were a bit unruly to be called topiary.
Begue and her husband, Erik Winkowski,
were dressed as what could best be described
as large bushes put together with fake ivy
and: “...a whole lot of hot glue.”
Begue said with all of the year’s heated political commentary they wanted outfits that
were “full whimsical.”
For others, the year’s heated politics were
on full display.
Jim Segreto wore a costume inspired by
President Donald Trump’s promises to build
a wall between the U.S. and Mexico.
The costume consisted of blue sateen
pants, an Uncle Sam hat and a cardboard box
marked with black lines for cinderblocks. A
label read: “Trump’s $26 billion wall. Mexico
offers ‘nada.’ We’re stuck with the bill.”
“I had to have something that made a statement,” Segreto said.

In the Marigny, Kyle Straub and his friends
were dressed as various aspects of science
under attack. Straub was dressed as a glacier
emblazoned with the words “Make Glaciers
Great Again” in a pointed reference to those
who question whether climate change is real.
His two kids were dressed as polar bears
– what his wife Rebekah called “harbingers
of global climate change” although she said
the kids didn’t come up with the name themselves.
Members of various Mardi Gras Indian
tribes – they’re African American rather than
Native American – were also out on the streets
in hand-sewn, beaded and feathered outfits
that they have been working on for months.
In Alabama, the port city of Mobile is transforming itself into one big parade route for
Fat Tuesday.
Government offices and many businesses
are closed as parades roll almost continuously
through the city starting Tuesday morning.
The weather is supposed to be good, and tens
of thousands of people are expected to line
parade routes.
At the stroke of midnight, police on horseback in New Orleans do a ceremonial clearing of revelers on Bourbon Street to mark
the formal end of the Carnival season before
Lent begins Wednesday. The word “carnival”
comes from the Latin words meaning “farewell to flesh,” and was originally a time to
revel and to use up all the fat and meat in the
larder before the austerities of Lent.
This year’s Mardi Gras season was marred
by a suspected drunken-driving incident that
sent more than 20 people watching a parade
in New Orleans to the hospital Saturday night.
No one was killed.
Police say the suspect’s blood-alcohol level
was nearly three times the legal limit.
On Sunday, a man fell off a float and injured
himself near the end of another parade.
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Target pledges to
reinvest in business
after weak quarter

The Associated Press
NEW YORK – Target, stung by the migration of
its customers elsewhere, recently pledged to spruce
up its stores and make other investments in its business after delivering weak quarterly results and an
outlook far below what analysts were expecting.
The $7 billion investment comes as the retailer
said profit for the quarter that includes the holiday
season fell 43 percent, with strong online sales failing to offset weakening business at its stores. Target’s stock tumbled more than 12 percent and rattled
Wall Street, as shares in Wal-Mart, Macy’s and other retailers fell as well.
Target said it
will spend the
$7 billion over
the next three
years to remodel
more than 600 of
its 1,800 stores,
speed up its expansion of smallformat
stores,
and launch new
brands. The company
usually
spends about $2
billion a year on
such capital investments.
CEO Brian Cornell acknowledged that many of
Target’s store are “old and tired” and haven’t been
updated in years. The company also plans to use the
backrooms not just to store merchandise but to double as mini-distribution points as Target increases
the number of stores that ship directly to online
shoppers as it tries to match Amazon’s two-day free
deliveries for Prime customers.
Executives who laid out the plan said the spending was necessary in the long term for the company
to regain its foothold in a market where shoppers are
moving online more and more. Target said it expects
profits to start growing again in 2019 but wouldn’t
be more specific.
“Our industry is in the midst of a seismic shift,”
said Cornell, who also said Target would do better by giving shoppers compelling value as well as
great products and a good experience.
All traditional retailers have struggled as Amazon and other online retailers draw shoppers away.
Under Cornell, Target had been cutting costs, testing smaller formats, and expanding online services. But Cornell told investors those efforts weren’t
enough given the accelerating shift of shoppers to
online. Instead of seeing momentum in business,
Target has seen three straight quarters of declines
for a key revenue measure and declining customer
counts.
In contrast, Wal-Mart Stores Inc. posted another
quarter of higher customer traffic and same-store
sales as its efforts to merge its online services with
its vast number of stores have clicked. Its reemphasis on everyday low prices have also helped to attract shoppers.
Cornell said Target’s results reflect “rapidly
changing consumer behavior, which drove very
strong digital growth but unexpected softness in
our stores.”
As part of its investment boost, Target plans to
open more than 100 small-format stores in cities
near college campuses. It currently has 32 of these
stores, which are tailored to their specific communities. They have twice the sales productivity as the
larger stores.
Target also announced the launch of a dozen new
homegrown brands, hoping to add $10 billion in
sales in the next two years. The company noted that
its Cat & Jack children’s clothing brand is on track
to generate $1 billion in sales in its first year.
For 2017, Target Corp. is projecting an adjusted
profit of $3.80 to $4.20 per share. That wasn’t even
close to the per-share earnings of $5.32 that Wall
Street was projecting, according to FactSet. Neither
was Target’s first-quarter profit projection of 80
cents to $1 per share. Analysts expected $1.33 per
share.
Target earned $817 million, or $1.46 per share,
for the three months ended Jan. 28. Stripping out
certain items, earnings were $1.45 per share, or 5
cents less per share than industry analysts had projected, according to Zacks Investment Research. It
was also well below the $1.43 billion, or $2.31 per
share, that the company reported last year.
Sales dropped to $20.69 billion from $21.63 billion last year, which was also short of Wall Street
projections. Sales at stores open at least a year, a
key measure of a retailer’s health, fell 1.5 percent. It
was the third straight quarter of declines and, like
overall sales and profits, weaker than most had anticipated.
The pain has been spread across much of the retail
sector. J.C. Penney swung to a profit for the fourth
quarter, but total sales fell slightly. Kohl’s Corp. reported a lower fourth-quarter profit and total sales
declined. Earnings at Macy’s, the nation’s largest
department store chain, slid 13 percent.
Cornell said he hasn’t seen as many troubled retailers since the recession nearly a decade ago.
Shares of Target fell $8.26, or 12.3 percent, to
$58.65 in trading Tuesday.
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Congress must investigate
Trump’s potential Russian ties
By Rep. Bennie G. Thompson
D-Miss.
The
endurance of our nation’s
security,
sovereignty, and
democracy is not
a partisan issue.
This is a top concern for all Americans and should
be a top priority for the leaders that we send to Washington,
whether Democrat or Republican. As elected officials, my colleagues and I swore to support
and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic. We, therefore, have a responsibility to do
our due diligence in investigating
Russian interference, and potential influence, into our democratic
elections and the potential Russian ongoing connections within
this current presidential administration.
Despite all of the evidence
gathered thus far – evidence that
has led all 17 of the U.S. intelligence agencies to conclude with
confidence that the Russians had
indeed interfered in the past election – the current administration
seems unable or unwilling to put
its full weight behind a full and
proper investigation that seems
necessary to the American people. In the face of evidence that
campaign and administration officials seem to have had relationships with Russian officials, the
president cannot simply move on
from this issue. In fact, the resignation of National Security Advisor Michael Flynn this month
seems to provide us with more
questions than answers.

The potential conflicts between
the Trump Administration and its
apparent ties to Russia seem numerous. The president has refused
to release his tax returns – a move
not seen from any other modern
major party candidate – leaving
questions unanswered as to potential Russian business ties and
conflicts of interest that President
Trump was all too happy to gloat
about in years past. The president is unable to criticize Russia
and its dictator-like leader Vladimir Putin, but, instead, praises
him and prefers him to President Obama. When confronted
with the assertion that Putin has
had journalists and political opponents killed, President Trump
doubled down on his support of
Putin by shockingly asserting a
moral equivalence between Russia and the United States.
The president’s ties to Russia
don’t end with him, however,
they trickle down into his administration. As in the campaign,
President Trump continues to
surround himself with advisers
that have expansive and welldocumented financial entanglements to Russia. Recently, “The
New York Times” reported that
phone records show Trump associates communicated with senior Russian intelligence officials
throughout the campaign, including his former campaign chair
Paul Manafort, who is known to
have involvements in multimillion-dollar business deals with
Putin allies in Ukraine. Additionally, Michael Flynn was forced to
resign following information revealing that he had lied about privately discussing U.S sanctions

against Russia with the Russian
ambassador to the United States
before Trump took office, a potentially illegal act. It has since been
reported that White House officials were made aware of Flynn’s
actions and made no effort to correct the record. It was only after
leaks to the public that President
Trump’s hand was forced, raising concerns regarding the ability
of this White House to maintain
honest and open communication
with the American people.
This intricate web leaves us
with critical questions that must
be answered. What did the President know and when? Was the
White House ignoring or covering up the truth and spreading
misinformation? Did Flynn operate at the direction or the knowledge of the President and were
others involved? The American
people deserve to know the full
extent of Russia’s financial, personal and political strings attached to President Trump and
this administration.
Now more than ever, we need
an independent, bipartisan commission to fully investigate Russia’s interference in the election and any potential Trump
campaign ties to the Kremlin.
Unfortunately, Republican leaders in the House seem less than
enthusiastic about investigating their own President. In turn,
last month, Representatives Eric
Swalwell (D-Calif.), and Elijah
Cummings (D-Md.) reintroduced
legislation that would create a
12-member, bipartisan, independent commission empowered to
conduct an in-depth investigation
into attempts by the Russian gov-

ernment or others to use electronic means to influence, interfere
with, or undermine trust in last
year’s elections. This would be
similar to the highly-praised 9/11
Commission – which was led by
well-regarded national security
experts that were not elected officials. Such a commission is not
only necessary in order to ensure
our security, but to restore trust
in this administration and in the
democratic process. All Democratic members of the House of
Representatives, along with one
Republican, have co-sponsored
this critical bipartisan legislation.
The American people deserve
transparency and peace of mind
when it comes to their elected
leadership. The Trump Administration has insisted on remaining
friendly with Russia despite the
very clear threat that they have
presented to our national security.
In doing so, they have put our nation at risk while keeping American citizens in the dark. The
Trump Administration’s intent to
ignore these ongoing acts of aggression sends a message that this
type of meddling is acceptable.
The only democratic way forward
is to launch a complete investigation into not only the interference
into our democratic election, but
also into the ties and communication that this administration has
had with Russia.
U.S. Congressman Bennie G.
Thompson (D-Miss.) represents
Mississippi’s 2nd Congressional
District and is the ranking member on the House Committee on
Homeland Security. He is also
a member of the Congressional
Black Caucus.

Ensuring the new state education
plan works for all students
By Reverend Sam Casey
Founder and Executive Director, COPE
The
endurance of our nation’s
security,
sovereignty, and
democracy
is
not a partisan issue. This is a top
concern for all Americans and
should be a top priority for the
leaders that we send to Washington, whether Democrat or Republican. As elected officials, my
colleagues and I swore to support
and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic. We,
therefore, have a responsibility to
do our due diligence in investigating Russian interference, and
potential influence, into our democratic elections and the potential Russian ongoing connections
within this current presidential
administration.
Despite all of the evidence
gathered thus far – evidence that
has led all 17 of the U.S. intelligence agencies to conclude with
confidence that the Russians had
indeed interfered in the past election – the current administration
seems unable or unwilling to put
its full weight behind a full and
proper investigation that seems
necessary to the American people. In the face of evidence that
campaign and administration officials seem to have had relationships with Russian officials, the
president cannot simply move on
from this issue. In fact, the resignation of National Security Advisor Michael Flynn this month
seems to provide us with more
questions than answers.
The potential conflicts be-

tween the Trump Administration
and its apparent ties to Russia
seem numerous. The president
has refused to release his tax
returns – a move not seen from
any other modern major party
candidate – leaving questions
unanswered as to potential Russian business ties and conflicts
of interest that President Trump
was all too happy to gloat about
in years past. The president is
unable to criticize Russia and its
dictator-like leader Vladimir Putin, but, instead, praises him and
prefers him to President Obama.
When confronted with the assertion that Putin has had journalists
and political opponents killed,
President Trump doubled down
on his support of Putin by shockingly asserting a moral equivalence between Russia and the
United States.
The president’s ties to Russia
don’t end with him, however,
they trickle down into his administration. As in the campaign,
President Trump continues to
surround himself with advisers
that have expansive and welldocumented financial entanglements to Russia. Recently, “The
New York Times” reported that
phone records show Trump associates communicated with senior Russian intelligence officials
throughout the campaign, including his former campaign chair
Paul Manafort, who is known to
have involvements in multimillion-dollar business deals with
Putin allies in Ukraine. Additionally, Michael Flynn was forced to
resign following information revealing that he had lied about privately discussing U.S sanctions
against Russia with the Russian

ambassador to the United States
before Trump took office, a potentially illegal act. It has since
been reported that White House
officials were made aware of Flynn’s actions and made no effort
to correct the record. It was only
after leaks to the public that President Trump’s hand was forced,
raising concerns regarding the
ability of this White House to
maintain honest and open communication with the American
people.
This intricate web leaves us
with critical questions that must
be answered. What did the President know and when? Was the
White House ignoring or covering up the truth and spreading
misinformation? Did Flynn operate at the direction or the knowledge of the President and were
others involved? The American
people deserve to know the full
extent of Russia’s financial, personal and political strings attached to President Trump and
this administration.
Now more than ever, we need
an independent, bipartisan commission to fully investigate Russia’s interference in the election and any potential Trump
campaign ties to the Kremlin.
Unfortunately, Republican leaders in the House seem less than
enthusiastic about investigating their own President. In turn,
last month, Representatives Eric
Swalwell (D-Calif.), and Elijah
Cummings (D-Md.) reintroduced
legislation that would create a
12-member, bipartisan, independent commission empowered to
conduct an in-depth investigation
into attempts by the Russian government or others to use electron-

ic means to influence, interfere
with, or undermine trust in last
year’s elections. This would be
similar to the highly-praised 9/11
Commission – which was led by
well-regarded national security
experts that were not elected officials. Such a commission is not
only necessary in order to ensure
our security, but to restore trust
in this administration and in the
democratic process. All Democratic members of the House of
Representatives, along with one
Republican, have co-sponsored
this critical bipartisan legislation.
The American people deserve
transparency and peace of mind
when it comes to their elected
leadership. The Trump Administration has insisted on remaining
friendly with Russia despite the
very clear threat that they have
presented to our national security. In doing so, they have put
our nation at risk while keeping
American citizens in the dark.
The Trump Administration’s intent to ignore these ongoing acts
of aggression sends a message
that this type of meddling is acceptable. The only democratic
way forward is to launch a complete investigation into not only
the interference into our democratic election, but also into the
ties and communication that this
administration has had with Russia.
U.S. Congressman Bennie G.
Thompson (D-Miss.) represents
Mississippi’s 2nd Congressional
District and is the ranking member on the House Committee on
Homeland Security. He is also
a member of the Congressional
Black Caucus.
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Why is Trump’s
only senior black
staffer a democrat?
By Raynard Jackson
NNPA Newswire Columnist
Republicans
haven’t shown
any serious efforts of making Blacks an
integral part
of their party
since the Nixon Administration of the 60s and 70s.
As former Nixon speechwriter, Pat Buchanan stated in
one of his columns, “In 1956,
as vice president, Nixon went
to Harlem to declare, “America can’t afford the cost of segregation.” The following year,
Nixon got a personal letter
from Dr. King thanking him
for helping to persuade the
Senate to pass the Civil Rights
Act of 1957. Nixon supported
the Civil Rights Acts of 1964,
1965, and 1968.
During Nixon’s presidency,
the civil rights enforcement
budget rose 800 percent.
Record numbers of Blacks
were appointed to federal office. An Office of Minority
Business Enterprise was created. SBA loans to minorities
soared 1,000 percent. Aid to
Black colleges doubled.”
Nixon surrounded himself
with “credible” Blacks like
Bob Brown and baseball legend, Jackie Robinson. President Trump seems to be satisfied with surrounding himself
with Black Democrats like
Omarosa Manigault, who
have absolutely no standing
in the Black community, nor
any institutional knowledge
of Black Republicans or the
Republican Party.
President Trump, would
you hire a carpenter to do
electrical work on one of your
development projects? Would
you ask NBA legend Michael
Jordan to diagnose your sick
child’s medical condition?
Would you ask your chauffer
to pilot your plane?
The only obvious answer
to each of the above questions is, “Hell No!”
So, why then, Mr. President, do you think it is okay
to hire a liberal, Black Democrat to be the highest-ranking
Black staffer in your White
House?
President Trump, you and
your staffers have met with
more liberal Blacks than
Black Republicans who have
been working in the trenches
for the party.
We get it. Manigault is an
alumna of your hugely successful, reality show franchise. You have a personal relationship with her. You trust
her. I say, so what. I have a
personal relationship with
my physician, but I don’t go
to him for tax advice.
President Trump, you must
make a decision. If your goal
is to build the Republican
Party into a quasi-Independent Party, then having Manigault around makes sense,
but if your goal is to build the
Republican Party relative to
the Black community, then
your decision doesn’t make
any sense. You have told the
American people incessantly
that you like to hire “very
successful” people, but it
seems when it comes to the
Black community you have a
lower standard.
President Trump, how can
you have a Black History
event in the White House
with not one Black media
outlet being invited? Why
were a majority of the Black

attendees Democrats?
If you had one of your tax
lawyers or your personal
physician doing the masonry work or laying the rebar
on one of your construction
sites, you would be sued for
gross negligence.
But, yet you seem to be
okay with having a Black
Democrat in your White
House, who totally ignores
the very people who were part
of getting you elected. And I
am not referring to your socalled diversity council; they
were a joke.
You received less than 10
percent of the Black vote and
those votes came from Black
Republicans who thought you
would shake up the party establishment and finally pay
attention to those who have
been Black Republicans for
decades not fair-weather Republicans or recently converted Democrats.
You don’t understand how
offensive that is to Black Republicans all across the country, who have put their blood,
sweat, and tears into getting
more Blacks in the Republican Party. Manigault has no
idea who the real, credible
Black Republicans are.
When your Chief of Staff
attempted to rein Manigault
in last month, she pretty
much cursed him out and
when he came to you on this
matter, supposedly you said,
“leave her alone.”
Mr. President, there are
only four Blacks on the RNC:
Ada Fisher (North Carolina),
Glen McCall (South Carolina), Robin Armstrong(Texas),
and James Evans (Utah).
They have little to no contact
with you or your administration. How is that even possible when they are basically
members of the party’s board
of directors?
In 2014, Manigault tweeted, “I’m Ready for Hillary.
Are you? #Hillary2016.” On
April 12, 2015, she tweeted,
“So proud to know her and
support her! Run Hillary
Run! #HisStoryisNowHerStory!”
Two months later you make
your famous announcement
to run for president and all
of a sudden she switches over
to you. Charlatans have their
place in politics, but not if
you want to get a significant
level of Black support.
President Trump, you say
you are a man of results and
one who is loyal. So, then
can you please explain to me
why you and your staff are
bending over backwards to
meet with Blacks who have
called you a racist, incompetent, and stupid just to name
a few?
When will you show your
loyalty to “real” Black Republicans who have party
credentials, as well as know
what the hell they are doing
when it comes to politics?
Come on Mr. President,
what the hell do you have to
lose?
Raynard Jackson is founder and chairman of Black
Americans for a Better Future (BAFBF), a federally
registered 527 Super PAC established to get more Blacks
involved in the Republican
Party. BAFBF focuses on the
Black entrepreneur. For more
information about BAFBF,
visit www.baf bf.org. You can
follow Raynard on Twitter @
Raynard1223.
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pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR
TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2017 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS HONORARILY NAMING
CAUSEY DRIVE TO PRAMUKH SWAMI MAHARAJ DRIVE IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR
TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2017 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS HONORARILY NAMING MONUMENT STREET, FROM MILL STREET TO CAPITOL STREET, TO
DOROTHY MOORE DRIVE IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI HONORARILY NAMING CAUSEY DRIVE TO PRAMUKH SWAMI MAHARAJ DRIVE.

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI HONORARILY NAMING MONUMENT STREET, FROM MILL STREET TO CAPITOL
STREET, TO DOROTHY MOORE DRIVE.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR
TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2017 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS HONORARILY NAMING
WOODROW WILSON AVENUE FROM (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DRIVE
TO LIVINGSTON ROAD) AS REVEREND LENELL DAVIS, SR. DRIVE IN
CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

03/02/2017

03/02/2017

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI HONORARILY NAMING WOODROW WILSON AVENUE FROM (MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. DRIVE TO LIVINGSTON ROAD) AS REVEREND LENELL DAVIS,
SR. DRIVE
03/02/2017
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR
TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2017 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS NAMING BRIDGE
NEAR 1118 REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., DRIVE TO
REVEREND P.J. WILLIAMS BRIDGE IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

LEGAL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR
TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2017 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS RENAMING GROVE
PARK GOLF COURSE TO PETE BROWN GOLF COURSE IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI NAMING THE BRIDGE NEAR 1118 REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR., DRIVE TO REVEREND P. J. WILLIAMS BRIDGE.

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
RENAMING GROVE PARK GOLF COURSE TO PETE BROWN GOLF
COURSE.

03/02/2017

03/02/2017

03/02/2017

point of tangency of said curve; run thence North 39° 52’ 30” East for a
distance of 90.24 feet to a point; run thence North 77° 40’ 30” East for a
distance of 251.41 feet to a point; run thence North 88° 59’ 30” East for a
distance of 26.69 feet to the point of beginning.

TO AN IRON PIN FOUND; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 14 MINUTES
00 SECONDS WEST 172.31 FEET TO AN IRON PIN FOUND; THENCE
NORTH 00 DEGREES 46 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST 200.4 FEET
TO AN IRON PIN SET ON THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY OF
COUNTY LINE ROAD; THENCE ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF
WAY OF CONTY LINE ROAD IN A EASTERLY DIRECTION NORTH 89
DEGREES 14 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST 299.95 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING CONTAINING 1.17 ACRES.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR
TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2017 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF
CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
39201 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS RENAMING ST. PAUL PARK
TO EMMETT TILL PARK IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI RENAMING ST. PAUL PARK AS EMMETT TILL PARK

LEGAL
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3967
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or
in any way affected thereby, that Randall J. Fishman, E. Nicholas Belisomo, Bobby Webb & Randi Belisomo has filed with the Planning Board
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from SUD
Special Use District to C3 (General) Commercial District to allow for the
redevelopment of the property for commercial purposes on property located at 1001 W. County Line Rd. (Parcels 712-3-6 & 712-3-2), in the First
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly
described as:
Parcel 712-3-6
Commence at the intersection of the center line of Hanging Moss Road
as relocated and the center line of County Line Road as both streets exist
this date and run thence North 88° 59’ 30” East for a distance of 447.10
feet to a point; run thence South 01° 00’ 30” East for a distance of 40.0
feet to the point of beginning.
Run thence South 01° 00’ 30” East for a distance of200.0 feet to a point;
run thence North 88° 59’ 30” East for a distance of 172.17 feet to a point;
run thence South 40° 45’ 30” West for a distance of 205.13 feet to a point;
run thence South 82° 27’ 30” West for a distance of 158.74 feet to a point;
run thence North 85° 42’ 30” West for a distance of 161.56 feet to the point
of curvature of 9.53° curve, having a central angle of 23° 22’ 17”, continue
thence along said curve to the right for a distance of 245.23 feet to the

The above described land lying and being situated in Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NW ¼ of NE ¼) of Section 3, Township 6
North, Range 1 East, Hinds County, Mississippi, and containing 2.792
acres more or less.
Parcel 712-3-2
ALL OF THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN
THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH,
RANGE 1 EAST, AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT A CONCRETE RIGHT-OF-WAY MONUMENT FOUND
AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY OF
HANGING MOSS ROAD AND THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY
OF COUNTY LINE ROAD (ALSO KNOWN AS THE MADISON-HINDS
COUNTY ROAD); THENCE ALONG THE WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY
OF HANGING MOSS ROAD IN A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION SOUTH 01
DEGREES 07 MINUTES 07 SECONDS WEST 59.19 FEET TO A CONCRETE RIGHT-OF-WAY MONUMENTF FOUND AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE WESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY OF HANGING MOSS ROAD
AND THE NORTHWESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAYOF INTERSTE HIGHWAY 220; THENCE ALONG THE NORTHWESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY
OF INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 220 IN A SOUTHWESTERLY DIRECTION
SOUTH 40 DEGREES 58 MINUTES 18 SECONDS WEST 188.80 FEET

Office
Space
for Rent
Garrett Enterprises Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)
2659 Livingston Road
Jackson, MS 39213
2500 Square Feet
Call: 601-209-9199

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building,
200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 22, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a
record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made
in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on
said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need
for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 24th day of February 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
3/2/2017, 3/16/2017

CLASSIFIED
14 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

MARCH 2 - 8, 2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/30/2017, for:
RE:

www.mississippilink.com

GS# 203-055 Underground Utilities Project
East Central Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:
		
		
Phone:		
Email:

Schultz & Wynne, P.A.
Post Office Box 16074
4523 Office Park Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39236-6074
601-982-3313
contact@watkins-ogwynn.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.
Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management
2/23/2017, 3/2/2017

LEGAL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
NEW ENTERPRISE WEBSITE: DESIGN, DEVELOPMENT,
HOSTING, AND SUPPORT SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
PROJECT 016-17
FEBRUARY 22, 2017

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Proposal”) from web design professionals (“Consultant”) to provide website design, website application development/programming, training, technical support, hosting, and content migration services in support of publishing a new
enterprise website (“Services”) to replace the current JMAA.com website.
JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA,
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International
Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m.
Central Daylight-Saving Time on April 6, 2017 (the “Deadline”).
JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for
Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of
JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General
Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and
Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s
Procurement Specialist, as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 360-8610
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com

Based on the Proposals received, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3)
Respondents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services.
JMAA will initiate negotiations with the Respondent ranked first on the list. If
such negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the
first-ranked Respondent and follow the same process with the other Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters
into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.
JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 10:00 a.m. Central Standard
Time on March 9, 2017, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level,
at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the
Pre-Bid Conference is highly encouraged for all those interested in submitting Proposals as a Prime Consultant for the Services and persons seeking
opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant. The benefits of attendance include networking opportunities between Prime Consultant and SubConsultants, as well as the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be
published to interested parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Submission
Conference; and a detailed review of the scope of work. No additional conferences or meetings will be scheduled.
JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason,
any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA
to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregularities in the selection process.
JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 25% for the Services solicited by this RFP.
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
2/23/2017 3/2/2017

LEGAL

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 3966
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Akili Kelly has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson,
an application requesting a ten (10) ft. Variance from the required twenty–five
feet setback for the street side of corner lots in a R-4 (Limited Multi-Family)
Residential District, for property located at Isaiah Montgomery St. (Parcel 14761) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more
particularly described as:
Lot 41, less 50 feet S End Douglass Square.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S.
President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March
22, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning
property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 24th day of February 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
3/2/2017, 3/16/2017

LEGAL
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 3965
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Joel Fyke has filed with the Planning Board for the City of
Jackson, an application requesting a six (6) ft. Variance from the fifty (50) feet
setback requirement for accessory structures in the R-2 (Single-Family & TwoFamily) Residential District, for property located at 1335 Linden Place. in the
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly
described as:
All of Lot Nineteen (19), plus ten (10) feet off the south side of Lot Eighteen (18),
plus twenty (20) feet off the north side of Lot Twenty (20), in Pinehurst Place
Subdivision; according to the map or plat of said Pinehurst Place Subdivision on
file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson,
Mississippi, in Surveyor’s Record Book “B”, at page 105 thereof.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S.
President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March
22, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 24th day of February 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
3/2/2017, 3/16/2017

LEGAL
Advertisement for RFPs
RFP 2017-03 Four Year Contract for
Student Transportation Services
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above rfps will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time) March 23, 2017, at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid conference concerning the project will be
held at Enochs, 101 Dennis Holloway Drive, Jackson, MS 39203 at 10:00
A.M. on March 06, 2017. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is mandatory.
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-five
calendar days from the date rfps are opened. Proposal forms and detailed
specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.
k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the
above address or downloaded from our Jackson Public School District website at HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.
2/23/2017, 3/2/2017

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 3968
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that S & R Development has filed with the Planning Board for the City
of Jackson, an application requesting a 7’ Variance from the 5’ maximum setback requirement for front yards that are not located within a courtyard plaza
in the Urban Village Mixed Use Zoning District., for property located at 2801,
2815, & 2819 N. State St., 524 Lorenz Blvd., 511, 515, 519 & 523 Fondren
Pl., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more
particularly described as:
A parcel of land being part of Block “E” of Asylum Heights, a subdivision, the
map or plat of which is recorded in Plat Book 1 at Page 30 of the records in
the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, and
also being a part of Block “C” of Ridge Lawn, a subdivision, the map or plat of
which is recorded in Plat Book 1 at Page 77 of the said records, and being more
particularly described by metes and bounds as follows, to wit:
Commence at a 5/8” iron pin set at the northwest comer of Lot 2 of the
said Block “E” of Asylum Heights, said northwest comer being the POINT
OF BEGINNING for the parcel herein described; thence run North 89° 42’
56” West for a distance of 287.00 feet along the southern right of way line of
Fondren Place to a 1” iron pipe found; thence leave said southern right of way
line of Fondren Place and run South 00° 08’ 47” West for a distance of 120.00
feet to a 5/8” iron pin set at the southern line of the said Block “E” of Asylum
Heights; thence South 89° 22’ 00” East for a distance of 62.00 feet along the
said southern line of Block “E” to a 5/8” iron pin set; thence South 88° 16’ 24”
East for a distance of 103.89 feet along the said southern line of Block “E” to a
5/8” iron pin set; thence leave said southern line and run thence South 00°15’
24” West for a distance of 3. 81 feet to a 5/8” iron pin found at the northern line
of the said Block “C” of Ridge Lawn; thence continue South 00° 15’ 24” West
for a distance of 132.50 feet to a 112” iron pin found at the northern right of way
line of Lorenz Boulevard; thence South 88°56’ 21” East for a distance of 271.51
feet along the said northern right of way line to a hole in concrete at the west-

ern right of way line of North State Street; thence North 09° 00’ 50” West fora
distance of 134.56 feet along the said western right of way line to a 5/8” iron pin
set at the northern right of way line of the said Block “C” of Ridge Lawn; thence
continue North 9° 00’50” West for a distance of0.92 feet along the said western
right of way line of North State Street to a 5/8” iron pin set at the said southern
line of Block “E” of Asylum Heights; thence North 05°53’ 36” West for a distance
of 65.15 feet along the said western right of way line of North State Street to a
point of the line between Lots 1 and 2 of the said Block “E” of Asylum Heights
to a 112” iron pin found; thence North 03° 13’ 56” West for a distance of 64.62
feet along the said western right of way line of North State Street to a 5/8” iron
pin set at the said southern right of way line of Fondren Place; thence North 89°
42’ 56” West for- a distance of 117.83 feet along the said southern right of way
line of Fondren Place to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 1.9723 acres
(85,915 square feet), more or less.
The bearings for this description are geodetic north based on solar observation
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S.
President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March
22, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning
property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 24th day of February 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
3/2/2017, 3/16/2017
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Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®
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®

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-513-0368
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At The Following Locations:

J A C K S O N
UPTON TIRE
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
Countyline Road and State Street
3118 Livingston Road
MURPHY USA
CASH & CARRY
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Capitol Street and Monument Street
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
CITY HALL MediaBids - Life Alert
RITE AID
219 S President St
I Live Alone 380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
RITE AID
2659 Livingston Road
114 E. McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
6075 Old Canton Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
C A N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
A&I
PASS
4331 Highway 80W
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL 3.792 x 4
B&B
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BOUTIQUE STORE
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BULLY’S STORE
304 Briarwood Dr
Church Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
COMMUNITY MART
2855 McDowell Rd
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
FRYER LANE GROCERY
104 Terry Rd
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
JJ MOBIL
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
2325 Livingston Rd.
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET
K & K ONE STOP
Northside Drive
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
LACY’S INSURANCE
653 Duling Avenue
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
SOUL
SET BARBER SHOP
from a potential
catastrophe
Jackson Medical Mall
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
SHELL FOOD MART
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE
B Y R A M
Fortification and I-55
DOLLAR GENERAL
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

Mississippi Newspapers

Saving aAt
Life Top Of The Stack!
EVERY 10 MINUTES

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road
C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51
T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue
R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

AS SEEN ON

TV

Though there is lots of competition, newspapers stack up
as the number one form of advertising that Mississippi
residents have used in the past month to make a
purchasing decision. (Pulse Research, June 2016)

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-513-0368

AS SEEN ON

To Place Your Statewide
TV Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.
®
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DENTAL Insurance

HE REGION’S LARGEST RV SALES EVENT!

Services-Medical
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 866-508-2084
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

Advertising
Solutions
That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

RV SHOW

NewOrleansSpringRVshow.com

DENTAL Insurance

RV SHOW
NewOrleansSpringRVshow.com

For information about advertising in

The Mississippi Link

RV SHOW
please call: 601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

NewOrleansSpringRVshow.com

DENTAL Insurance

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!
To order, call your local
newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.
STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of February 26, 2017
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Alcorn State University Women’s
Tennis team honored for winning
the 2016 Athletic Conference
Alcornsports.com/news
The Alcorn State University
Women’s Tennis Team was
honored February 28, 2017, by
the state Senate with a presentation of Senate Concurrent
Resolution 622 for winning
the 2016 Athletic Conference
(SWAC Tennis Championship

by defeating the Jackson State
University Tigers 4-2 April
17, 2016, at City Park/Pepsi
Tennis Center in New Orleans.
The team is composed of
academic scholars, who cumulatively hold a 3.87 GPA and
have held to the tradition of
graduating in four years. The

victories came under the director of head coach Anthony
Dodgen and graduate assistant
coach Kersten Vanem.
Marlene Maier received the
tournament’s Most Valuable
Player Award and Dodgen
was named 2016 Coach of the
Year.

Senator Willie Simmons, (left), who presented SCR 622 to Alcorn State University First Lady Juandalynn
Rankins and head coach Anthony Dodgen, and Senator Briggs Hopson. Second row left to right are: Kate
Potapova, Daria Chemodanova, Klavdija Bukovec, Donzell Lee, Senator Albert Butler, Veronika Pytlikova and
Anastasia Vaganova. Third row: Natalia Parchowska, Bianca Birkenstock, Neddie Winters, Emanuel Barnes,
Derek Horne, Marlene Maier and Maddison Brackenreg.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION
PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR
JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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BOOK REVIEW:
“SPY ON HISTORY: MARY BOWSER
AND
THE
CIVIL
WAR
SPY
RING”
ENIGMA ALBERTI & TONY CLIFF
BY

C.2017, WORKMAN
$12.95 / $19.95 CANADA • 96 PAGES PLUS EXTRAS

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
You’ve seen a lot of things you
weren’t supposed to see.
Some might call you “snoopy.”
Others might say you’re “nosy,”
but you understand that keeping
your eyes open, finding information, and knowing what you’re not
supposed to know can be a good
thing. And in the new book “Spy
on History: Mary Bowser and the
Civil War Spy Ring” by Enigma
Alberti & Tony Cliff, sleuthing
and snooping can change history.
Bet Van Lew knew that what

she was about to ask of Mary
Bowser was huge.
It was one of many things
she’d asked of Mary through
the years; Mary had once been a
slave owned by Bet’s family. Bet,
a Quaker, had set those slaves
free, and because she really liked
Mary, they kept in touch.
But now Bet had a thorny problem: she was pulling together “a
network of spies” to try to help
the North in the Civil War. She
knew that, with Mary’s education and smarts, she would be the
right person to gather intelligence

inside the Confederate White
House, where President Jefferson Davis lived with her family.
Bet needed Mary. The entire city
of Richmond, Virginia, needed
Mary.
It would be dangerous. Mary
loved to read, but she had to pretend that she didn’t know how and
that she wasn’t very smart. Acting
like she couldn’t understand writing or maps, she memorized every scrap of information she saw,
then she and Bet devised a way
to sneak the information out of
the Davis household and into the

Interview

Ice Cube in a mellow mood!
The “Fist Fight” Interview

By Kam Williams
Columnist
Born O’Shea Jackson in Compton, California
on June 15, 1969, Renaissance man Ice Cube is
an actor, writer, producer, director, rapper, philanthropist and father. N.W.A., the rap group he cofounded with Dr. Dre, Eazy-E, MC Ren and DJ
Yella, was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame in 2016.
Cube made his feature film debut in 1991 in
Boyz n the Hood, and proceeded to parlay his
critically-acclaimed performance into an enviable
career. He has become one of the most bankable
names in Hollywood as a writer, star and producer.
His production company, Cube Vision, has been
making memorable films for over two decades.
And his movies have cumulatively grossed over
a billion dollars at the box office. Here, he talks
about his latest outing in Fist Fight, a comedy costarring Charlie Day.
Kam Williams: Hey Cube. How you been,
brother?
Ice Cube: I’m good, good. How about you,
Kam?
KW: Great, thanks. What interested you in Fist
Fight?
IC: I thought it was a great concept based on
a funny premise. And when they started filling in
the pieces with Charlie Day and Tracy Morgan, I
just knew we were going to have a great time and
hopefully shoot a funny movie.
KW: In this film you play a teacher who is sort
of like a bully. Did you ever have a teacher like
your character, Mr. Strickland? And were you either bullied or a bully when you were a kid?
IC: In my neighborhood, you were either one or
the other. Going back to my memory bank, there
were teachers who were no-nonsense and intimidating. Most of them were coaches or gym teachers. But a few were classroom teachers who just
didn’t take no mess. I just went over the top with
it, because we were having fun with the comedy.
KW: Growing up, was there a spot where kids
would settle their differences after school?
IC: There wasn’t just one spot. But it had to be
out of sight of teachers, like behind a building,
which is where most fights took place. There was
never one particular area where we always got
down.
KW: Who came up with the idea of flipping the
script by having the after school fight be between
two teachers instead of two students?
IC: Well, the script was brought to us by [director] Rich Keen and New Line Cinema. I don’t
know exactly who came up with the concept, but
that’s what made it funny to me. It’s unusual to
have two teachers going at it, instead of two students. That unique premise was one of the things
that hooked me.
KW: How did you and Charlie Day go about
generating the bully-nerd anti-chemistry that the
story called for? How did you know how mean to
be without going over the line and ending up looking cruel?
IC: It’s a dance. We had a mutual respect for
each other’s skills. And when you have that mutual
respect, you’re more giving actors. You’ll make
sure he shines where he’s supposed to shine, and
vice versa. The key is to not get in the way of the
character, and to be honest and true with it. Still,
real personalities creep in every now and then. It’s
all about knowing the script, and understanding
its ebbs and flows. So, we worked well together.
I think we’re going to end up doing a few more
movies together.
KW: Well, you already set up the sequel to Fist
Fight in the closing scene.
IC: Yeah, without a doubt. Without a doubt.

KW: You guys had a terrific supporting cast:
Dennis Haysbert, Dean Norris, Christina Hendricks, Kym Whitley, Jillian Bell and Tracy Morgan. Was this Tracy’s first film since the accident?
I don’t remember seeing him in anything.
IC: Yeah, this was his first movie back. It was
great to have him. I’d worked with him before in a
movie called First Sunday. It was cool to see him
again, to be able to hang, and to just have him here.
That accident he was in was horrible. It was great
to have him around again.
KW: I’ve interviewed him several times, and
he’s one of those rare people who’s just naturally
funny.
IC: Yeah, he doesn’t have to tell a joke. All he
has to do is talk. He’s just a funny dude. God blesses some people with a gift.
KW: Fist Fight was Richard Keen’s first fulllength feature film. It’s pretty impressive considering it was a directorial debut.
IC: Without a doubt. He did a great job. And he’s
the one who really sold me on the movie. He cut
together a trailer showing what the movie would
look like by cutting Charlie and me into pieces of
other movies. That sold me. I said, “Dude, if you
make this movie that you’re showing me, then I’m
in.” He definitely went above and beyond expectations.
KW: He certainly was able to keep it exciting by
setting the film in a high school on Senior Prank
Day. That way, all sorts of surprises could pop up
during lulls in the action.
IC: Yeah, it’s cool, because people think it’s just
a fight, but there are a thousand other things going
on. [Chuckles] It’s nice to have a lot of surprises in
a movie like this.
KW: What message do you think people will
take away from Fist Fight?
IC: I think it’s really talking about the school
system, and the underlying problems that society
is facing when it comes to educating kids. Do we
just coddle them or do we really try to hold them
accountable for what they learn?
KW: What do you think of the Academy Awards
nominating a half-dozen black actors after none
the previous two years?
IC: I don’t really know what they’re going
through, but I’m pretty sure the nominees deserved
it, and that’s all that matters, that our work is recognized. We don’t want any quotas. Just recognize
good work.
KW: Last year, it was unfortunate that your biopic, Straight Outta Compton, was only nominated
for Best Original Screenplay. And your scriptwriters were all white.
IC: It ain’t no thing. At least I don’t make movies for Oscars. I make movies for the people.
KW: Finally, what’s in your wallet?
IC: What’s in my wallet? [LOL] Not too much.
An I.D. card. That’s it. [Laughs some more]
KW: Thanks again for the time, Cube, and best
of luck with the film.
IC: Take it easy, Kam. Catch you later.
To see a trailer for Fist Fight, visit: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=9aIzXYo6VCE

hands of the people it would help.
But she had to be very careful:
getting caught could mean getting caught by the neck at the end
of a rope because the Confederacy was quick to punish spies by
death.
And so Mary pretended to be
a slave in the Davis household,
cleaning up messes as she copied
everything she could from Jefferson Davis’ desk. She watched
as Richmond’s citizens began to
struggle, and she passed on messages but there was one important
piece of information that Bet and

the Union soldiers needed to end
the war.
Could Mary find it before
someone caught her spying?
Loosely based on a real person
and a true story, “Spy on History:
Mary Bowser and the Civil War
Spy Ring” is a story that’s exciting as they come, even for an
adult.
Even though your child will
sense that all is well at the end
of this story, authors Enigma
Alberti (a “nom de plume”) and
Tony Cliff raise the roof on a
kid’s adrenaline with a plot that

both thrills and teaches. What
will further hold a young reader’s
imagination is the mystery woven
inside the story itself; there are
clues all over this book – even
inside the title page! – and a whodunit that’s just plain fun.
This is a great introduction for
Civil War buffs-in-the-making,
young biography lovers, or kids
who might enjoy something in
the thriller genre, so get “Spy on
History: Mary Bowser and the
Civil War Spy Ring.” It’s something your 7-to-11-year-old will
want to see.
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Reception for Pamela Junior leaving City of Jackson
becoming director of the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum
February 24 • Municipal Art Gallery • Jackson, Miss.

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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piggly wiggly
March 1 - 7, 2017

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

SIMMONS

USDA CHOICE BEEF

CATFISH
FILLETS

NEW YORK
STRIP STEAKS

20

$

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

6

PER LB.

99

$ 99

FAMILY PACK

FAMILY PACK FRESH

CHUCK
STEAKS

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

$ 99

$ 79

$ 99

FAMILY PACK FRESH

FRESH FRYER

SELECT VARIETIES BRYAN

3

1

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

FRYER
BREAST

PER LB.

LEG
QUARTERS

1

SLICED
BOLOGNA

4

PER LB.

/3

10 LB. BAG

$ 79

12 OZ.

$ 99

2 $

REGULAR OR THICK CUT

FRESH FIRM

BRYAN SLICED
BACON

GREEN
CABBAGE

12 OZ. PKG.

2 $

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH

¢

GRAPES

29

1

PER LB.

¢

$ 49

FRESH RUSSET POTATOES

1

4 LB. BAG

$ 29

CHUCK
ROAST

3

PER LB.

$ 79
DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS
PILLSBURY

/5

GRANDS.............................
BISCUITS 3 $
16.3 - 17.3 OZ.
KRAFT

SHREDDED
CHEESE

BUTTER FLAVOR,
7 - 8 OZ. ...................................

/5

2$

MINUTE MAID NFC 100% PURE

ORANGE
2$
JUICE
.....................................
59 OZ.

/5

SELECT VARIETIES

FRESH FROZEN
4$
VEGETABLES
..................................

/5
GORTON'S FISH $ 99
3
EGGO WAFFLES 3/$5
10 - 12 OZ.

IMPORTED WHITE SEEDLESS

GREEN CABBAGE
PER LB.

29
PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FRESH

PORK
STEAKS

/5

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

4 LB. BOX

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

SAVE ON

STICKS, FILLETS, TENDERS,
10.6 - 12 OZ. ...............................
SELECT FROZEN

9.8 - 12.3 OZ. ..............................
ASSORTED TOPPINGS

MR. P'S
4$
PIZZAS
.....................................
5.2 OZ.

/3

