
“Charity begins at home and 
spreads abroad” is a familiar ex-
pression. When you watch the 
2016 movie “Tinker,” written by 
Casey Dillard and directed by 
Glenn Payne, what you find is 
love. The story places Leonard in 
a dilemma to find financial secu-
rity in what he loves to do: invent. 
Leonard falls short of pursuing 
his goal of invention and wrestles 
with uneasiness. He is rejected in 
the midst of obstructing justice. 
He resents a Girl Scout’s cookie 
sales success. He languishes on 
thoughts of a deceased father who 
was blind sighted to his craft. He 
fails to visit his dying mother. 
Leonard strives to impress a sis-
ter and brother-in-law with the 
knowledge that he created good 
projects for sale.

The film’s storytelling, backed 
with excellent, moving sound ef-

fects and visual effects, captures 
the mind and moves it into the 
direction of responsibility and ac-
countability. This comes clearly 
through outward places such as 
parking lots, a shop for inventions, 

AARP Mississippi is opposing the American Health 
Care Act because it will increase costs and risks for old-
er Mississippians and adults across the country. The bill, 
which is currently being considered by Congress, would 
introduce an age rating that will increase health care costs 
by thousands of dollars a year for Americans ages 50 to 64.  

“This “age tax” threatens to cut people’s access to care 
at a time of life when it is essential for their living,” said 
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Mississippi College School of 
Law student seeks to serve COGIC origin misunderstood by some now further clarified

Tuesday March 14, 2017, 
was a great day for the lead-
ers, congregation and friends 
of the St. Paul Church of God 
In Christ of Lexington, Miss. 
Many traveled for at least an 
hour to the Mississippi State 
Capitol to be a part of a special 
recognition.

Led by Bishop Timothy Titus 
Scott and Superintendent Wil-
liam Dean Jr., pastor, the group 
was afforded the privilege, via 
Senator David Jordan of Green-
wood, to enter onto the Senate 
floor for the reading of Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 591. 

Sponsored by Jordan, the reso-
lution recognized “the dedica-
tion of the St. Paul Church of 
God In Christ historical marker 
and museum in Lexington Mis-
sissippi, and the spiritual lega-
cy of this structure.”

During the reading, Jordan 
verbally painted a picture of 
Lexington as a small hamlet 
when Bishop Charles H. Ma-
son came and established the 
church in 1897. “There was no 
public transportation, no train 
station, no bus station, not even 
a taxi stand,” he said. Jordan 
said the church began in Lex-
ington with 48 members but 
now has more than eight mil-

lion members with churches in 
every state of the U.S. and in 
more than 85 foreign countries. 
“I don’t know of anyone else 
who has done what Bishop Ma-
son did,” Jordan said in a prior 
press release.

When asked how Tuesday’s 
Senate resolution and the dedi-
cation service of the historical 
marker and museum on Janu-
ary 29, 2017, speak to any 
misunderstanding some people 
may have had about the birth-
place of the COGIC, Superin-
tendent William Dean Jr., pas-
tor, responded:

“Many people think the 
Church of God in Christ 

(COGIC) started in Memphis 
because that is our headquar-
ters. Many think it started in 
Jackson, Miss., because Rev-
erend Charles Harrison Ma-
son (who later became Bishop 
and founder of the Church of 
God in Christ) used to pastor 
Mount Helm Baptist Church 
in Jackson. So, this [Senate 
Resolution] lets people know 
that Lexington, Miss. is the 
birthplace of the COGIC. The 
COGIC was born out of the 
fact that other denominations 
did not understand and accept 
Mason’s message of sanctifica-

By Gail M. Brown
Contributing Writer 

SCR 591 recognizes St. Paul’s 
historic marker and museum

St. Paul Church of God in Christ, 17214 MS-Hwy 17, Lexington, Miss., the birthplace of the COGIC.
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LaDarion Ammons is a life-
long resident of Jackson and 
currently lives in the Battle-
field Park community. A grad-
uate of Jim Hill High School, 
Mississippi State University 
and soon to be graduate of 
Mississippi College School 
of Law, he was raised to value 
hard work and ingenuity. 

Watching his parents, 
Charles (Chuk) and Carolyn, 
two successful business own-
ers in Jackson, deal with the 
never-ending issues of being 
small business owners, Am-
mons developed a deep appre-
ciation for the devotion they 
[his parents] have for Jackson. 
This devotion would lead to 
him getting involved and in-
vesting in Jackson.

While at Mississippi State, 
Ammons was active in lead-
ership roles, serving as the 
vice president of the College 
Democrats and serving on the 
Honor Code Council. Here he 
developed his passion, earned 
a degree in political science 
and is now ready to take on 
public office.

“I think Ward Seven has 
seen continuous growth and 
development, which is great. 
This is in spite of the actions 
within city hall,” Ammons 
said at a press conference 
announcing his candidacy 
for city councilman Ward 7. 
“There are also parts of Ward 
7 that are underdeveloped and 
forgotten by current represen-
tation, this is unacceptable. 
We need representation within 
city hall that can work for all 

of Ward 7, leaving no area left 
behind.”

To some, the part of town 
[Battlefield Park] where Am-
mons calls home is seemingly 
a ‘left behind’ part of Ward 7. 
“My neighborhood, the Mid-
Town area and portions of 
South Jackson are areas where 
some residents feel under-
represented,” he said. “At the 
end of the day, I am just a guy 
from Jackson who loves this 
city and wants this city to be 
successful. I know that its suc-
cess depends on Ward Seven 
being able to fully engage in 
the problems plaguing all of 
the city. I want to work for all 
of Ward 7, and in turn all of 
Jackson.”

Ammons has listed as his 
top priorities:

 Economic development
• Encourage business devel-

opment on Terry Rd/Univer-
sity Blvd.

• Continue to support and 
encourage businesses in Bel-
haven and Fondren

• Develop Ward 7 Business 
Coalition to foster year round 
communication with the city

• Beautification of parks, 
parkways and neighborhoods

• Ensure Ward 7 is a priority 
in the 1 percent infrastructure 
projects

• Revitalize parks and create 
green spaces

• Adopt-a-Park (business 
and non-profits)

• Strengthen relationships 
and community involvement

• Engage Ward 7 in school 

Ammons
Continued on page 3

Business owner T. Dennis walks Farrish Street with LaDarion Ammons.

Ammons pledges 
to unify Ward 7

By Othor Cain
Editor
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Women 2017”
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Debra Mays-Jackson 
(Ph.D.), Hinds Communi-
ty College vice president 

for the Utica and Vicks-
burg-Warren campuses 
since July 2013, is headed 
to Phi Theta Kappa’s an-
nual convention in Nash-

ville which is slated for 
April 6-8. There she shall 
receive The Distinguished 

Debra Mays-Jackson named 
Distinguished College Administrator

Mays-Jackson
Continued on page 3

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

By Ronda Gooden
AARP

Age tax threatens access to health 
care for thousands of Mississippians
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With just six weeks left until the first round of 
votes are taken to decide the next mayor for the 
city of Jackson, The Mississippi Link is team-
ing up with AARP of Mississippi, Rho Lambda 
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc. and 
OCD Media to present the first ever Social Media 
Town Hall Forum.

This forum is designed to give all social media 
savvy voters an opportunity to interact and get 
up close and personal with the candidates seek-
ing the top office in the capital city. Although 15 
people are currently listed as candidates, we will 
present the top five candidates as revealed from 
our survey.

The top five candidates from our survey are 
(in alphabetical order): Ronnie Crudup Jr, Robert 
Graham, John Horhn, Chokwe Antar Lumumba 
and Tony Yarber. The other candidates have all 
been invited to be recognized and will be given 
an opportunity to interact with attendees during 
the social mixer.

The other Democratic candidates for mayor are 
Sidney Gladney, Monroe Jackson Sr., Jessie Jones 
and Brian Reynolds. The Republican candidates 
are Walter Slone Sr. and Jason Wells. The Inde-
pendent candidates are Gwen Chapman, Jaclyn 
Mask and Kenneth Swarts. Corinthian Sanders is 
running for mayor as a Libertarian candidate.

This forum is slated for March 28 at 6 p.m. and 
will be held at the Jackson Convention Complex. 
The social media platforms that we will engage 
on are Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. These 
platforms will air our conversation live through 
out the evening.

Doors for this event will open at 5:30 with a so-
cial mixer and the conversation begins promptly 
at 6:30.

To participate in the conversation have your 
cell phones, tablets, iPads and other devices fully 
charged, use the hashtag #votejackson to submit 
your questions via any one or all of these plat-
forms.

For additional information about the forum 
please call 601-940-3361.

By Othor Cain 
Editor

The Mississippi Link to participate 
in Social Media Town Hall Forum



board selection process
• Engage stakeholders to cor-

rect problems in JPS
• Create Ward 7 community 

watch network.
Ward 7 has more than 15, 000 

residents that also includes Fon-
dren, Belhaven and portions of 
downtown.

In 2014, Ammons became 
the co-founder and CEO of the 
non-profit mentoring program 
Brothers of Mississippi, Inc., 
whose vision is to “empower 
youth through education, ser-
vice and leadership.” Ammons 
believes in creating a better im-
age for youth and setting an ex-
ample for them to follow. 

His work in this arena also 
pushed him to run for public 
office. “If not me, who,” he 
asked? “We’ve got to give our 
youth something better to strive 
for me.”

Ammons believes the city of 
Jackson needs leaders who are 
invested in the vitality of the en-
tire city. “I have chosen to make 
a life in Jackson, working to 
ensure that our family business 
and the legacy my parents have 
worked hard to build isn’t lost,” 
he said. “My dream is the dream 
of every resident of Jackson. I 
want to fight for all of Ward 7, 
for every business and every 
resident.”
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College Administrator Award 
granted to college vice presi-
dents, deans or directors who 
have strongly supported Phi 
Theta Kappa during their ten-
ure. Only 24 college admin-
istrators nationwide are to be 
granted such an honor. Mays-
Jackson and Vice President 
Martha Smith of Pearl River 
Community College are the 
only Mississippi recipients.

Phi Theta Kappa is the in-
ternational honor society of 
two-year colleges and aca-
demic programs, particularly 
community colleges and ju-
nior colleges. Headquartered 
in Jackson, Miss., it has more 
than two million members 
in more than 1,250 chapters. 
Students who earn a cumula-
tive GPA of 3.5 on at least 
12 transferable credit hours 
at Hinds can join Phi Theta 
Kappa. They must maintain 
at least a 3.25 GPA to remain 
members in good standing.

“Phi Theta Kappa was 
once one of the major stu-
dent honor societies here. I 
knew it needed to be stronger 
for the students,” said Mays-
Jackson.

“When I first came to 
Hinds, I attended a conven-
tion and saw students who 
were highlighted. I wanted 
our students to be high-
lighted. So Every year we 
increased our induction 
number…and now the num-
ber has almost tripled,” said 
Mays-Jackson.

Mays-Jackson noted that 
students under her leadership 
have grown significantly in 
various leadership capacities:

“They have been helpful 

to me in my role to do some 
things around the campus 
that are student centered,” 
she said.

“They started out beauti-
fying the campus. We have 
a unique STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, 
mathematics) program of 50 
students who research and 
travel to JSU. Our students 
compete in various competi-
tions. They work in various 
community programs. They 
are keeping their GPAs up. 
I’m proud of how far they’ve 
come in a short period of 
time.”

Throughout her career 
Mays-Jackson has demon-
strated unwavering dedica-
tion to excellence. She makes 
no exception to her newly 
specified duties. She operates 
by her motto, “Whatever it is 
to make it better than I found 
it, and to leave it better than I 
found it.” Student enrollment 
has increased on both the Uti-
ca campus and the Vicksburg 
campus since Mays-Jackson 
has been aboard.

The visionary recognizes 
that making things better 
involves team effort. “I’ve 
never been intimidated by 
people and their knowledge. 
I want smart people around 
me. Success is knowing your 
limitations and surrounding 
yourself with a wealth of 
knowledge. I love my alma 
mater and I want to see it and 
Vicksburg get stronger,” she 
stated. She added that that 
strength lies within her team 
because they work with her 
for the good of the students.

Tracie Jefferson, admin-

istrative assistant, said Dr. 
Mays-Jackson is a great lead-
er. “She has innovative ideas. 
I feel like she’s committed to 
the mission, growth and lon-
gevity of Hinds Community 
College. She’s proven to be 
a change agent that causes a 
shift for the greater good for 
all stakeholders. She’s a for-
ward thinker that fosters new 
ways of thinking and work-
ing that are for the betterment 
of this institution.”

“I believe she is very de-
serving of the Phi Theta Kap-
pa award. She is passionate 
about the advancement and 
growth of the Utica campus. 
She’s a product. The changes 
she has made have been im-
peccable and the majority 
of the things have been ac-
complished. She’s compas-
sionate about students. Her 
main thing is to bring out the 
best in others and she pushes 
them to reach their poten-
tial,” said Kenisha Shelton, 
dean of Career and Technical 
Education.

Mays-Jackson received 
her doctorate in education 
administration and supervi-
sion from Mississippi State 
University. She received her 
specialist in educational ad-
ministration and supervision 
from Jackson State Univer-
sity.

She served as a principal 
and executive director of 
high schools where she lead 
high schools to success from 
low performing within one 
school year, sustained suc-
cess status for four years, and 
was School District Adminis-
trator of the Year.

tion, and they did not allow 
him to preach in any church. 
The historical marker and the 
Senate’s resolution reflect 
documentation, based on re-
search of historical facts, and 
validates where and when the 
COGIC had its beginnings. 
These events provide greater 
exposure of the history of 
this church to the world.”

Going forward, Dean 
wants to see this clarifica-
tion of knowledge pub-
lished in both secular and 
religious history books for 
generations to come. “Let 
it be like the stones were, 
when the children of Israel 
came across the Jordan Riv-
er; let them know what these 
markers mean,” said Dean, 
who made history himself as 
the state’s first black elected 
school district superinten-
dent. “I would hope that as 
the history of the COGIC is 
told, and if it is included in 
the Civil Rights museum, 
that there would be a place 
in the museum directing 
people to visit the birthplace 
of the COGIC, that they 
might know more about it in 
its infancy,” he added.

From a COGIC bishop’s 
perspective Scott believes 
the honor bestowed upon 
St. Paul by the Missis-

sippi Legislature “means 
the government recognizes 
our outstanding contribu-
tion to society. They respect 
us from the beginning of 
our church’s conception in 
Lexington, Miss., and they 
recognize our stand for ho-
liness.” He added, “It en-
courages the Church of 
God in Christ to continue 
our mission throughout the 
United States and in foreign 
countries around the world 
(i.e., to continue to promote 
Christ, to win those who are 
lost, and to help those in 
need).”

Church member Mission-
ary Louise Shavers was so 
humbled by the recognition. 
“As a member of the St. Paul 
Church of God in Christ, 
Lexington, Miss., I would 
like to thank Senator Jordan 
for all that he did to spear-
head the Senate’s recogni-
tion,” Shavers said. “Many 
trials and tribulations were 
endured in the early years 
of our church, but now 120 
years later, God has smiled 
on “The Mother Church” 
with special recognition 
at the State Capitol, with 
plaques, resolutions, mark-
ers and visitors. We are very 
happy to see these things 
happen during our lifetime.”

During their visit at the 
Capitol, the group was also 
greeted by and listened to 
remarks from Rep. Bry-
ant Clark (D) of Lexington. 
Clark also invited them to 
the House Gallery to be ac-
knowledged by the House of 
Representatives. They were 
also greeted by Sen. Barbara 
Blackmon, who represents a 
portion of Holmes County, 
and by Rep. Alyce Clarke of 
Jackson and Rep. Orlando 
Paden of Clarksdale.

Mother Mary P. Patterson, 
the widow of the former Pre-
siding Bishop J.O. Patterson, 
Sr. and executive director 
of The Pentecostal Heritage 
Connection, is credited with 
leading efforts to support and 
promote Lexington/Holmes 
County as the birthplace of 
the denomination.

For more information 
about St. Paul Church of 
God In Christ, call Super-
intendent Dean at 662-834-
1588 or (601) 942-4452. Or, 
view St. Paul’s website at 
http://www.stpaulthemother-
church.org/ or its Face-
book page at https://www.
facebook.com/cogicmother-
church/

For information about 
the COGIC, Inc., log on to 
http://www.cogic.org/ 

AARP Mississippi State Di-
rector Kimberly L. Campbell, 
Esq. “If the bill passes, big 
insurance companies would 
have free rein to charge older 
Americans more.”

Insurance companies are 
currently prohibited from 
charging older adults more 
than three times the amount 
other people are charged for 
health insurance premiums.  

Under the bill, insurance 
companies would be permit-
ted to charge older adults 
five times what other people 
have to pay or more. In fact, 
an increase of $8,400 more 

per year is estimated for older 
Americans.

Additionally, the American 
Health Care Act would im-
pose a double whammy on 
older consumers who are too 
young for Medicare. It not 
only would allow insurers to 
charge them five times what 
other people pay, it would 
also reduce tax credits that 
older Mississippians with 
low and moderate incomes 
utilize to pay for their current 
insurance.

The bill would also issue 
$200 billion in tax breaks to 
big drug and insurance com-

panies and other special in-
terests.

This places a financial bur-
den for health care on those 
who can least afford it.  

“AARP Mississippi is com-
mitted to protecting Medicare, 
lowering prescription drug 
prices, stopping insurance 
companies from overcharging 
older Mississippians, and en-
suring older Mississippians’ 
ability to live independently,” 
Campbell said.

If you would like to get 
involved in preventing this 
harmful legislation, email us 
at msaarp@aarp.org.”

and a home that welcomes loved 
ones. Additionally, lurking voic-
es and nonverbal expressions of 
a child’s behavior, an officer’s 
reminders of obstruction of 
justice, and a sister’s repeated 
appeals for relief regarding a 
mother’s need for care come 
into play. The producers skillful-
ly attempt to drive Leonard from 
dreadful thoughts of a deceased 
father’s inner voice of ridicule 
by pushing him to a mother who 
is in need and longs for his pres-
ence. 

After several visits from Kar-
en and her husband, Leonard’s 
conscience begins to speak to 
him. He shows up at some point 
at his mother’s home and finds 
her asleep in a chair. When he 
gently touches her, she awakes 
with a blush. Her demeanor, 
tone of voice, hugs, and encour-
aging words are essentials that 
Leonard needs for confirmation 
that his inventions are worthy 
of pursuit. The on-screen chem-
istry between son and mother is 
remarkable, thereby demonstrat-
ing instant gratification, self-re-
spect and care. The eyes of the 
camera and the soft music are 

the inviting links needed to send 
this message of empathy home.

Different intersections of 
our lives creep in from time to 
time and provide the ammuni-
tion we need to get fired up. 
Leonard’s consolation from the 
pat-on-the back session with his 
mother was what he was miss-
ing throughout his invention 
struggles. It was that one visit 
that caused him to have a change 
of heart that moved him into a 
different direction.

As the mother slept, he 
thought about the Girl Scout 
he repeatedly disrespected. He 
found a child’s sneaker he had 
made and returned to the cook-
ie table site with a new face. 
Rather than hostility, he showed 
kindness by placing the sneaker 
under the imbalanced cookie 
table.

As I watched the two of them, 
I thought about the cliché “You 
can kill a person with kindness.” 
Pulling the viewer into that most 
significant thought was a clear 
revelation of love that human 
beings have within. Dillard and 
Payne are to be commended for 
their skillful portrayal of this el-

ement.
Other visual effects were spe-

cial for this timely film. The im-
balanced table at the cookie site 
reflected our internal struggles 
and the missing elements needed 
for healing. The Girl Scout who 
followed the law and persisted 
in cookie sales demonstrated 
that adults can be shamed into 
doing what is right. The numer-
ous gadgets needing to be pur-
chased showed the need for an 
inventor to recognize he was 
equipped with a special gift to 
make unique products and to 
help others along the way. 

This film is a perfect match-
maker for human nature. In it 
rests intent to exercise freewill, 
forgiveness and compassion. It 
never wavers from one’s inner 
voice to do what is right. Tin-
ker invites us to come as we are, 
despite flaws and blemishes. It 
lives and breathes empathy, 
that element of identification 
that speaks to us all when we 
step out of our comfort zones 
and psychologically take on the 
mind of another. Therein lies the 
values of honesty, integrity and 
respect.
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Members of St. Paul COGIC of Lexington, Miss.
received Senate Concurrent Resolution 591

at State Capitol with other area COGIC churches
Tuesday • March 14, 2017 • Jackson, Miss.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ST. PAUL COGIC
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On Saturday, March 25, 2017, the HCSD will host its Annual Job Fair at Byram 
Middle School from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (You must check in by 12 p.m.).

Accepting applications for all locations:
• Bolton-Edwards Elementary/Middle (PreK-8)
• Byram Middle School (6-8)
• Carver Middle School/RFA (6-9)
• Gary Road Elementary (K-2)
• Gary Road Intermediate (3-5)
• HCSD Career Center (9-12)
• Main Street Restart Center (6-12)
• Raymond Elementary (K-5)
• Raymond High (10-12)
• Terry High (9-12)
• Utica Elementary/Middle (K-8)
• Child Nutrition (Staffing Solutions)
• Custodian (Service Master)
• Transportation (Durham Bus Services)

Complete your online application today at: www.hinds.k12.ms.us and/or email 
your reservation for attendance to (optional): shharris@hinds.k12.ms.us. 
Please bring copies of your resume’ and three professional references. For 
questions regarding this event, please contact Sharon Harris at 601-857-5222 
ext: 1073.

Hinds County School 
District Weekly Update

Hinds County School District Host Annual Job Fair!



EDUCATION

Hinds Community College’s Utica 
Campus will present the Vice President’s 
Scholarship Hall of Honors Gala March 
31 to honor eight individuals and a hus-
band and wife team who have contributed 
to the campus.

The gala begins with a reception at 6 
p.m. March 31 with a banquet to begin at 7 
p.m. at Old Capitol Inn in Jackson.

The honorees include Alonzo Bradley 
of Flower Mound, Texas, athletics; Wil-
lie Bradley of Edwards, alumni supporter; 
Afrachanna Butler of Clinton, STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and Math-
ematics; Rep. Greg Holloway of Hazlehu-
rst, government/politics; Tracy James of 
Reynoldsburg, Ohio, arts and humanities; 
Jesse J. Killingsworth Sr. of Utica, educa-
tion; Rev. Kenneth M. Thrasher of Hazle-
hurst, religion; George and Julia Walker 
of Utica, community supporters and Mary 
Shears Williams of Byram, business.

Alonzo Bradley, a native of Flower 
Mount, Texas, was a Utica Junior College 
standout from 1973-1975. He was induct-
ed into the 2016 National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) Men’s 
Basketball Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame. Bradley, who holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration and com-
puter science from Texas Southern, is also 
an inductee in the Utica Campus Sports 
Hall of Fame, Southwestern Athletic Con-
ference (SWAC) Hall of Fame and Texas 
Southern University Tiger Athletics Hall 
of Fame. He works as a sales consultant for 
AT&T Corporation. He supports the Utica 
Campus because Hinds gives students in 
Utica and surrounding area a chance to be 
successful.

Willie Bradley is a native of Edwards. 
He attended Hinds AHS from 1968 to 
1971 and Utica Junior College from 1977 
to 1978. He became a Friend of the Col-
lege in 1976. While at Hinds, Bradley 
participated in a number of sports and was 
inducted into the Sports Hall of Fame. He 
worked as a cement finisher for the BASF 
Corporation for 25 years before retiring. 
He is an active member of the Edwards 
Revival Center, serving as church trustee 
and participating on the church food ser-
vice committee, preparing food for the 
community. He supports the Utica Cam-
pus because he wants to give back to the 
college that gave him support.

Afrachanna D. Butler is a 1996 graduate 
of Hinds AHS and has been a Friend of the 
College since that year. Butler graduated 
from Jackson State University, receiving 
both her undergraduate and graduate de-
grees. In 2000 she received her B.S. in bi-
ology, in 2002 a master’s in biology, and 
in 2009 a Ph.D. in environmental science. 
She currently works as a research physi-
cal scientist for the U.S. Army Engineer 
Research and Development Center. She 
supports the Utica Campus because she 
appreciates the role the campus plays in 
helping deserving students get an educa-
tion.

Gregory Holloway is a graduate of 
Hazlehurst High School. He earned a 
B.A. degree in political science from Al-
corn State University, and a M.A. degree 
in Public Policy and Administration from 
Jackson State University. He is a Henry 
Toll Fellow for the class of 2004 at the 
University of Kentucky in Lexington. He 
was elected into the Mississippi House 
of Representatives in 2000. He serves as 
vice chairman of the Universities and Col-
leges Committee in the Mississippi House 
of Representatives and is a member of the 
Agriculture, Municipalities, Public Prop-
erty, Entergy and Rules committees. He 
supports the Utica Campus because he 
appreciates its great legacy and countless 
number of successful graduates.

Tracy A. James, an Ohio native, is best 
known for her angelic voice and her ability 
to reach the masses with her gift of song. 
James has worked as a voice music teacher 
and a peer assistant and review consulting 
teacher on special assignments. She is cur-
rently a vocal music teacher with Colum-
bus City Schools in Columbus, Ohio.

She holds an A.A. degree in music 
(voice) from Utica College, a B.A. degree 
in music (voice) from Tougaloo College 
and a M.A. degree in music education 
from the Ohio State University. She sup-
ports the Utica Campus because Hinds 
gave her an amazing start into her profes-
sional career.

Jesse J. Killingsworth Sr. of Utica re-
tired from Hinds Community College in 
2013 as dean of career-technical education 
after 35 years. He worked for Utica Junior 
College from 1972 to 1981 and Hinds 

from 1987 to 2013. 
He served as mayor 
of Utica from 2008 
to 2009. Killing-
sworth attended 
Mississippi Valley 
State University 
in Itta Bena from 
1965-1969, receiv-
ing his B.S. in industrial arts education. He 
later attended the University of Southern 
Mississippi in Hattiesburg, receiving both 
an M.S. degree in vocational education 
and ED. D in educational administration 
and supervision in higher education. He 
supports the Utica Campus because it has 
a rich legacy as a Historically Black Col-
lege (HBCU).

Kenneth M. Thrasher of Hazlehurst 
graduated from Hinds Community Col-
lege Utica in 1997 with an A.A. degree in 
music education. In 2013 he completed a 
B.S. degree in interdisciplinary studies/
religion and humanities from Liberty Uni-
versity, graduating Cum Laude. He is the 
founder and currently chief operations of-
ficer of Safe Place Daycare and Learning 
Center of Hazlehurst and senior pastor of 
Apostolic Worship Center Church of Jack-
son.He supports the Utica Campus be-
cause Hinds supported him when he was 
a student needing help.

George and Julia Walker of Utica have 
been Friends of the College since 1978. 
The Walkers share a passion for education 
and community service.

Julia Hegwood Walker taught school for 
many years. She worked as an elementary 
school teacher, a church school teacher, 
a bus driver and a minister of music for 
several Baptist churches. Julia served on 
Boards for Charleston Opera Company, 
Friends of Utica, Town of Utica Christmas 
Parade and the National Night Out Com-
mittee. Julia attended Charleston South-
ern University receiving a B.A. degree in 
1976.

George Walker is best known as alder-
man for the Town of Utica. He taught and 
coached at Terry High School from 1970 
to 1974. He worked as head football coach 
and vice principal and senior principal at 
Utica High School from 1989 to 1994. He 
also worked as vice principal at Raymond 
High School until his retirement. The 
Walkers support the Utica campus because 
of the vital role it plays in the community.

Mary Shears-Williams of Byram at-
tended Hinds AHS from 1979 to 1982 
and Hinds Community College’s Utica 
campus from 1982 to 1984. She graduated 
with an A.A. degree in applied science 
in 1984 and obtained a B. A. in business 
administration from Belhaven University 
in 2003. She is assistant vice president of 
sales management for Trustmark National 
Bank. She supports the Utica campus be-
cause of its ability to empower students 
and prepare them for their futures.

Tickets purchased after March 3 are 
$125. The proceeds go to support student 
scholarships at the Utica Campus, which 
is a HBCU.

The Mississippi Court of Appeals 
will convene on the campus of Mis-
sissippi Valley State University 
March 30 at 10 a.m. to hear oral ar-
guments, and will visit Alcorn State 
University at 10 a.m. April 6.

The Court of Appeals will con-
clude its spring campus visits with 
oral arguments scheduled for April 
18 at the University of Mississippi 
School of Law.

A three-judge panel will convene 
and hear oral arguments in appeals 
as part of its Court on the Road ed-
ucational program for students and 
the public. Throughout the year, the 
Jackson-based court hears a few 
cases on college campuses around 
the state.

Presiding Judge Tyree Irving 
said, “The Court on the Road pro-
gram helps educate students and the 
public about appellate court pro-
ceedings and gives appellate judges 
an opportunity to answer questions 
about how the court operates.”

Circuit Judge Lillie Blackmon 
Sanders of Natchez said, “We look 
forward to this event being held at 
Alcorn’s campus, and it is my hope 
that students and local citizens take 
advantage of this unique opportuni-
ty to observe the Mississippi Court 
of Appeals in action. We appreciate 
the efforts of Alcorn staff and ad-
ministration in bringing this edu-
cational program to Alcorn State 
University.”

Judges will talk with students 
after the oral arguments, although 
they won’t talk about the pending 
cases. Having an opportunity to see 
the court at work provides a valu-
able learning experience for stu-
dents who may have an interest in 
careers in law as well as those who 
simply want to better understand 
how each branch of government 
functions.

The court conducted an oral ar-
gument on the Mississippi Valley 
State campus Nov. 10. Students and 
faculty enjoyed the opportunity to 
observe the court at work and asked 
for the court to convene on campus 
again this semester, said Assis-
tant Court Administrator Camille 
Henick Evans.

The March 30 proceeding at Mis-
sissippi Valley State will be held in 
the auditorium in the W.A. Butts 
Social Science Building. The ad-
dress of the university is 14000 
Highway 82 West, Itta Bena.

The April 6 oral arguments at Al-
corn State will be held on the sec-
ond f loor of the Clinton Bristow Jr. 
Dining Hall. Alcorn State is located 
at 1000 ASU Drive in Lorman.

The case to be heard at Missis-
sippi Valley State March 30 is the 
criminal appeal of Marcus Shelby v. 
State of Mississippi, cause number 
2016-KA-0312-COA. The appellant 
is also known as Marcus Shelby De-
mond.

A Hinds County Circuit Court 
jury convicted Shelby in December 
2013 of depraved heart murder in 
the death of Duan Penn. Shelby was 
sentenced as a habitual offender to 
life without parole. Penn’s burning 
body was found April 11, 2012, in 
Jackson. He had been beaten and 
strangled.

Attorney Benjamin A. Suber of 
the Indigent Appeals Division of the 
Mississippi Office of State Public 
Defender represents Shelby. Special 
Assistant Attorney General Laura 
Hogan Tedder represents the state.

Cases to be heard at Alcorn 
State  April 6 are the appeals of 
Melvin Hare v. State of Mississip-
pi, cause number 2016-KA-0046-
COA, and Timothy Scott Beasley v. 
State of Mississippi, cause number 
2016-KA-0685-COA. The case of 
Hare v. State is scheduled for oral 
arguments at 10 a.m., and Beasley’s 
appeal is scheduled to be heard at 
11:45 a.m.

A Warren County Circuit Court 
jury convicted Hare in December 
2015 of depraved heart murder in 
the Aug. 26, 2013, stabbing of Roy 
Clark in Vicksburg. Hare was sen-
tenced to 30 years in prison with 
five years suspended and 25 years 
to serve.

Hare is represented by Attorney 
W. Daniel Hinchcliff of the Indigent 
Appeals Division of the Mississippi 
Office of State Public Defender. 
Tedder represents the state.

A Harrison County Circuit Court 
jury in April 2016 convicted Bea-
sley of one count of burglary of a 
dwelling, one count of aggravated 
stalking and one count of aggravat-
ed assault. Beasley was convicted 
of attacking his ex-girlfriend and 
her parents in their Gulfport home 
May 9, 2015. Beasley was sentenced 
as a habitual offender to 20 years 
for burglary, five years for aggra-
vated stalking and 15 years for ag-
gravated assault, with the sentences 
running concurrently and without 
the possibility of parole.

Beasley is represented by At-
torney Benjamin A. Suber of the 
Indigent Appeals Division of the 
Mississippi Office of State Public 
Defender. The state is represented 
by Special Assistant Attorneys 
General Joseph S. Hemleben and 
Jason L. Davis.

The April 18 oral arguments at 

the University of Mississippi will 
be heard at 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
in Moot Court 1, Room 2078, at 
the Robert C. Khayat Law Center, 
481 Coliseum Drive in Oxford. 
Cases to be heard are the civil ap-
peal of Edith Davis Elmore v. Dixie 
Pipeline Company, cause number 
2015-CA-1499-COA, scheduled for 
1:30 p.m., and the criminal appeal 
of Nicholas Demorst v. State of 
Mississippi, cause number 2015-
KA- 1900-COA, scheduled for 3 
p.m.

The case of Elmore v. Dixie Pipe-
line Company involves a lawsuit 
over a Nov. 1, 2007, liquid propane 
pipeline rupture and explosion near 
Carmichael in Clarke County. The 
trial court granted summary judg-
ment for Dixie Pipeline Company. 
Elmore appealed. Elmore is repre-
sented by Attorneys John Christo-
pher of Flowood and James W. No-
bles Jr. of Clinton. Dixie Pipeline 
Company is represented by Attor-
neys James G. House III and Laura 
D. Goodson of Jackson.

A Harrison County Circuit Court 
jury convicted Demorst in June 
2015 of capital murder in the Jan. 
14, 2014, robbery slaying of Hunter 
Miller in Gautier. Demorst is serv-
ing a sentence of life in prison. 
Law students from the university’s 
Criminal Appeals Clinic represent 
Demorst. The state is represented 
by Special Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Barbara Byrd.

People wishing to watch any of 
the oral arguments are asked to be 
in their seats 15 minutes before a 
proceeding is scheduled to begin.

The oral arguments will not be 
broadcast via the court’s Internet 
web site, since the Court of Appeals 
is convening special sessions away 
from its camera-equipped court-
room.

Any media organization which 
may wish to photograph or vid-
eotape the arguments must file a 
Camera Coverage Notice. Camera 
Coverage Notices should be direct-
ed to Clerk of the Court Muriel El-
lis, fax 601-359-2407, and to Assis-
tant Court Administrator Camille 
Henick Evans, fax 601-576-4708. 
The Camera Coverage Notice form 
is at https://courts.ms.gov/forms/
camnotice.pdf.

Photographers and videographers 
must be familiar with and follow 
the Rules for Electronic and Pho-
tographic Coverage of Judicial 
Proceedings. The camera coverage 
rules are available at http://courts.
ms.gov/rules/msrulesofcourt/rules_
electronicphotographic_coverage.
pdf.
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“Our deepest fear is not that we 
are inadequate; our deepest fear is 
that we are powerful beyond mea-
sure.” Those words of Marianne 
Williamson ring silently in the 
ears of Moss Point, Mississippi na-
tive Theresa Grace Kennedy every 
day as a constant reminder to stay 
humble, steadfast and committed to 
growth.

Kennedy is the newly appointed 
director for the Women Business 
Center of Mississippi (WBCM). 
WBCM was launched in April 2016 
and is managed by the Mississippi 
Minority Business Alliance, Inc. 
(MMBA), a non-profit organization 
that has focused on the growth of mi-
nority and women-owned business-
es for 19 years. The WBCM is the 
state’s only women’s business center 
partially funded by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA).

“We eagerly look forward to small 
businesses and entrepreneurs, partic-
ularly women-owned, getting the as-
sistance they need to develop, grow 
and succeed,” says Janita R. Stewart, 
district director for the SBA in Mis-
sissippi.

“One of the organizations created 

to do just that is SBA’s Women’s 
Business Centers. These nearly 100 
centers represent a national network 
throughout the United States and its 
territories, and their purpose is to 
seek to “level the playing field” for 
women entrepreneurs who still face 
unique obstacles in today’s business 
world,” says Stewart.

WBCM provides business training 
and education, one-on-one counsel-
ing, export assistance, resources to 
entrepreneurs, operations and finan-
cial management, access to capital 

and technical assistance to nascent 
and established women entrepre-
neurs who are primarily located in 
Mississippi.

Kennedy believes in women sup-
porting other women and advocates 
for the protection of women and chil-
dren’s rights. She is excited about 
this grand opportunity to impact the 
lives of women throughout the state.

“Although we are still in the early 
stages of growth as a center, we have 
a growing list of business clients and 
members that we serve on a daily ba-
sis,” said Kennedy.

She attributes her success to her 
parents, Willie and Barbara Kennedy. 
She is a proud alumna of Alcorn State 
University, from where she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in business ad-
ministration and a master’s degree 
in agricultural economics. Kennedy 
has worked in the area of agriculture, 
entrepreneurship, banking, political 
campaigns, small business consult-
ing, city government, community 
outreach and marketing.

WBCM’s office hours are 8:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday.

To learn more about the WBCM, 
visit “http://www.wbcmississippi.
org/” www.wbcmississippi.org.
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In 1978, not long after her 
husband began his presi-
dency of Hinds Commu-
nity College, the late Vashti 
Muse envisioned a student 
group to represent the col-
lege at special events or for 
guests on campus.

Much has changed on 
campus in nearly 40 years, 
but the overall purpose of the 
organization hasn’t changed. 
Commonly referred to on 
campus simply as “Con-
nection,” the group is the 
student-based arm of the 
college’s recruiting effort 
and represents the school as 
student hosts/hostesses, re-
cruiters and overall ambas-
sadors on and off campus.

As part of Centennial fes-
tivities this year at Hinds, 
former Hinds Connection 
students are invited to return 
to their alma mater Saturday, 
March 25, for an afternoon 
and evening of reminiscing, 
renewing friendships and 
seeing the many changes at 
the college.

The event starts with reg-
istration at 3 p.m. in Foun-
tain Hall on the Raymond 
campus put together by cur-
rent and past sponsors of 
Connection. Included is a 
dinner and program featur-
ing Hinds President Clyde 
Muse. Cost for the dinner is 
$15.

Past Connection members 
are asked to send their con-
tact information to Hinds 
Community College Foun-
dation Executive Director 
Jackie Granberry at jgran-
berry@hindscc.edu. Please 
include specific years in 
Hinds Connection and, if 
applicable, maiden names.

After serving at Muse’s 
investiture as president, the 
organization quickly transi-
tioned to include recruiting 
duties when Jackie Granber-
ry was hired as the school’s 
first recruiter in 1979.

“Working with Hinds 
Connection has always been 
my favorite part of my job, 
no matter my role,” Gran-
berry said. “When we first 
started, I was just their older 
sister. Now, I am old enough 

to be their grandmother. 
I very much treasure the 
friendships that I have made 
with Hinds Connection 
members. I am so excited 
about seeing many of them 
at the reunion.”

Lisa Bell Davis, who grew 

up in Raymond and whose 
father taught chemistry at 
the Raymond Campus, was 
among the group’s original 
members.

“I remember a friend’s 
mom talking to me and to 
some other friends about 

helping her with a new stu-
dent group Dr. Muse wanted 
to start at Hinds,” she said. 
“We started out going to 
various special functions 
where we served food on 
campus.

Long-lasting friendships 

and, in some cases, marriag-
es, have developed through 
participation in Hinds Con-
nection. For Davis, now a 
Hinds employee, at the Jack-
son Campus-Nursing/Allied 
Health Center, credits her 
Connection experience for 
her own such friendships.

“It was an amazing time in 
my life,” she said. “I gained 
friends. I was able to make 
contacts that I would later 
treasure and count on.”

Donald Lindsey, a 2000 
graduate of Hinds who now 
works as an academic coun-
selor at the Rankin Campus, 
said it’s a reunion of sorts 
each time he sees a fellow 
former member in his daily 
life.

“There is a bond with 
this group, former and pres-
ent, that is special and hard 
to describe,” Lindsey said. 
“When fellow Connection 
members see each other out 
in the community, it feels 
like reuniting with family.”

Group memorabilia will 
be on display and attend-
ees are welcome to bring or 
share anything from their 
time in Connection. Cur-
rent members will give tours 
of the campus and of Foun-
tain Hall, where most Con-
nection meetings and social 
events take place.

Hinds Community Col-
lege, celebrating its 100th 
year of Community Inspired 
Service in 2017, is a com-
prehensive institution with 
six convenient locations in 
the central Mississippi area. 
Hinds opened in September 
1917 first as an agricultural 
high school and admitted 
college students for the first 
time in 1922, with the first 
class graduating in 1927. 
Today, Hinds stands as the 
largest community college 
in Mississippi and offers 
quality, affordable educa-
tional opportunities with 
academic programs of study 
leading to seamless univer-
sity transfer and career and 
technical programs teaching 
job-ready skills.

To learn more, visit www.
hindscc.edu or call 1.800.
HindsCC.

STARKVILLE, Miss. – The first 
three audio podcasts highlighting major 
achievements in Mississippi’s K-12 pub-
lic education are available March 8.

“Mississippi ED Talk” will be a 
monthly production of the Research and 
Curriculum Unit at Mississippi State 
University. The podcasts are available 
on iTunes, Stitcher and SoundCloud, 
or by visiting www.rcu.msstate.edu/
MSEDTalk.

Since being established in 1965, the 
RCU has worked to enhance and im-
prove public education in Mississippi 
through development of curricula and 
teaching assessments, as well as direct 
training and learning opportunities.

Podcast co-hosts Anne Hierholzer 
Lang and Gabrielle Barrientos will be 
speaking with a range of K-12 admin-
istrators, teachers and others about new 
and promising instructional practices. 
Lang is RCU editor, while Barrientos is 
an RCU graduate research assistant pur-
suing a MSU master’s degree in public 
policy and administration.

The programs will “reveal the unique 
strategies that Magnolia State educa-
tors are using to ensure academic excel-
lence, equip students for the workforce 
and maximize educational opportunities 
for students,” said RCU Project Manager 
Kristen Dechert. 

“Mississippi’s educators have a lot to 
be proud of,” she emphasized.

While members of the public educa-
tion community make up the primary 
audience, local and state officials and 
economic development leaders also can 
benefit, Dechert said.

“Listeners will be exposed to a vari-
ety of topics, from the statewide push 
to bring computer science into Missis-
sippi’s schools to innovative strategies 
being adopted by individual school dis-
tricts,” she said. “The convenience of 
the podcast format allows listeners to 
expand their knowledge as they go about 
their daily lives.”

For complete information on the 
RCU’s mission, visit www.rcu.msstate.
edu.

MSU is Mississippi’s leading universi-
ty, available online at www.msstate.edu.

Months of hard work, concentration 
and intense memorization will pay off 
for one determined Mississippi student 
March 14, when the Mississippi Spelling 
Bee champion for 2017 is presented the 
trophy.

The annual Mississippi Spelling Bee 
is sponsored jointly by the Mississippi 
Association of Educators and Missis-
sippi Public Broadcasting. Winner of 
the Mississippi title will be announced 
during MPB’s live coverage of the event 
beginning at 10 a.m. Tuesday. The con-
test will also be streamed live on Twitter, 
follow #MSBEE.

“The Mississippi Spelling Bee cham-
pionship is the preliminary to the An-
nual Scripps National Spelling Bee,” 
said Teresa Robinson, MAE coordina-
tor for the event. “This year we have a 
field of 45 candidates who will be vy-
ing to be Mississippi’s best speller and 
take that trip to Washington, D.C. for 
the finale.”

“In today’s technologically infused 
world, correct spelling is absolutely nec-
essary,” MAE President Joyce Helmick 
said. “Although ‘spell check’ helps, it 
just doesn’t take the place of a person be-
ing able to accurately and quickly spell 
a word. We believe that by emphasizing 
spelling in a competitive program such 
as this, students can have fun while they 
learn.”

“Spelling bees have long been a sta-
ple in American classrooms,” Robinson 
said. “We are happy to continue the tra-
dition.”

EDUCATION

MSU-based 
education research 
center begins 
podcast to focus on 
K-12 innovations

State’s spelling 
champ to be 
determined March 14

Hinds Connection reunion at 
Hinds CC set for March 25 
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Davis Granberry Lindsey

OXFORD, Miss. – Delivering the 
third annual Women’s Empowerment 
keynote address for Women’s Month 
observances March 7 at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi, Susan L. Taylor 
discussed social challenges and urged 
women to action to help solve our na-
tion’s problems.

The former editor-in-chief of Es-
sence magazine and founder-CEO 
of the National CARES Mentoring 
Movement addressed more than 200 
students, faculty, staff and community 
members in Fulton Chapel.

“There’s real work to be done by 
women,” Taylor said. “We have to be 
organized, focused, disciplined and 
have a clear vision. We have to stand 
up for what’s right.”

After 27 years as chief editor of Es-
sence and the visionary credited with 
building the brand, Taylor left pub-
lishing to devote her life to building an 
organization that is devoted to break-
ing the cycle of intergenerational pov-
erty among African Americans. The 
National CARES Mentoring Move-
ment, which Taylor founded in 2005 
and serves as CEO, is a community 
transformation crusade dedicated to 
“changing the predictable futures de-

fined for our young who are struggling 
along the margins and living with the 
indignity of poverty,” she said.

The National CARES Mentor-
ing Movement is the nation’s fastest 
growing mentor-recruitment organi-
zation. In 58 U.S. cities, CARES af-
filiates recruit, train and deploy car-
ing adults to schools and a variety of 
youth-serving organizations that need 
black volunteers to serve as mentors, 
tutors, reading buddies and role mod-
els.

Shawnboda Mead, director of the 
UM Center for Inclusion and Cross 
Cultural Engagement, said she hopes 

that all members of the university 
community will respond to Taylor’s 
appeal.

“Ms Taylor’s message was motiva-
tional, encouraging and inspirational,” 
Mead said. “Having engaged with Ms 
Taylor and learned more about her 
life, including the trials and triumphs, 
we should all be more determined to 
fulfill our purpose.”

Students and others in attendance 
said they were moved by Taylor’s 
words.

“I’ve always admired Ms Taylor’s 
words and works,” said Leah Gibson, 
a senior broadcast journalism major 

from Starkville and reigning Miss 
University. “My admiration goes all 
the way back to my childhood when 
copies of Essence magazine were al-
ways coming into our house and being 
read.”

“She definitely motivated me 
to keep on working,” said Martha 
Thompson of Oxford. “I’m definitely 
inspired to continue teaching every-
thing we know to the people of the 
community in which I live.”

Five awards were also presented 
during the evening’s ceremonies. Re-
cipients and their awards were Brit-
tany Brown, a sophomore broadcast 
journalism major from Quitman, the 
Breakout Award; Dominique Scott, 
a senior sociology major from Dal-
las, Texas, the Phenomenal Woman 
Award; Alexis Pam, a sophomore biol-
ogy and journalism major from Sum-
rall, a Hidden Figures Award; Lynette 
Johnson, executive associate director 
in the Ole Miss Department of Inter-
collegiate Athletics, a Hidden Figures 
Award; and Toni Avant, director of the 
UM Career Center, Women’s Inspira-
tional Award.

For a full list of sponsors and UM 
Women’s Month calendar of events, 
visit http://sarahisomcenter.org/cal-
endar-of-events/.

Susan L. Taylor calls women to action at UM
Former editor of Essence magazine delivered Women’s Empowerment keynote Tuesday night
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When there 
is breaking 
news, news-
casts will 
interrupt the 
n e t w o r k ’ s 
r e g u l a r l y 

scheduled programming. 
Permit me this week to inter-
rupt my previously scheduled 
women in ministry series. I 
do this because, as you know, 
Jackson just came through a 
much-heralded water ‘crisis.’ 

Though the outage was not 
as expansive or as long as an-
ticipated, it is notable that so 
many churches, businesses, 
civic organizations, public 
officials, and individuals 
stepped up to help our neigh-
bors by providing bottled 
water and more. I especially 
want to celebrate the various 
churches that thought it not 
robbery to demonstrate the 
Gospel through real presence 
in our communities.

To be sure, we averted 
what was touted as a massive 
water outage that would last 
through Sunday afternoon. 
I thank Mayor Tony Yarber, 
interim director of Public 
Works Jerriot Smash, public 
works employees, Hemphill 
Construction, and countless 
others who efficiently made 
the repairs, truncating and 
minimizing the outage by 
several hours.

Because we were all in-
formed about how massive 
this potentially was, many 
churches made sure citizens 

would not be without clean 
water.

Matthew 25:35 says, 
“….for I was hungry and you 
gave Me food; I was thirsty 
and you gave Me drink; I was 
a stranger and you took Me 
in.” (NKJV) Last week, sev-
eral churches gave water out 
of the Gospel motivation we 
find in this text.

Pastor Roderick Richard-
son and the Word Center be-
gan the week with a spectac-
ular bottled water giveaway. 
The Jackson District Baptist 
Association and Congress of 
Christian Education, under 
the respective leadership of 
Moderator F. R. Lenior and 
President Marek Walker, pur-
chased seven water trucks. 
Pastor Lorenzo Neal and 
New Bethel AME Church 
provided water in their com-
munity. Pastor Jennifer Biard 
and the Jackson Revival Cen-
ter gave tons of water to the 
after five crowd who would 
have been working during 
distribution hours elsewhere. 
Pastor Jerry Young and 
New Hope Baptist Church-
Watkins Dr. delivered water 
Sunday morning. These are 
a sampling of the dozens of 
churches that did much to 
give water, share the Gospel, 
and love the community.

I am grateful that Mt. 
Helm Baptist Church led bot-
tled water distribution in the 
Farish Street District. And 
because we thought the water 
situation was to be more dire 
Sunday morning, we can-
celled service and decided 

to minister to the community 
instead. We went along with 
those plans, having partnered 
with Pastor Marcus Cheeks 
and True Light Missionary 
Baptist Church, and the Lord 
shined on us as we gave our-
selves away.

There were several times 
over the weekend when I 
was moved to tears as lives 
were touched by simple acts 
of kindness. One story par-
ticularly stands out. Sunday 
morning we held a brief 
prayer service at Mt Helm 
before heading over to True 
Light. There was a gentleman 
who worshipped and prayed 
with us who I later learned 
was a regular visitor at True 
Light. Later that morning, 
Pastor Cheeks shared with 
me that our guest grew up 
around Mt Helm and used 
to play around the church’s 
parking lot. Sunday was his 
first time in the sanctuary. I 
praise God that in what was 
an averted crisis we could 
share the love of our eternal 
Christ to someone for whom 
the church to that point was 
a playground, not a meeting 
place for the Holy.

There are other stories 
like this throughout the city. 
Pastor Reginald Buckley 
and Cade Chapel Mission-
ary Baptist Church walked 
the streets of Virden Addi-
tion Sunday and gave water. 
What is powerful about these 
experiences is that they really 
do more for us than we do for 
the people we serve. It shows 
us that when the church is 

the church, we do not simply 
invite people to our building, 
but as the people of God we 
go to where they are. Is not 
that what Jesus did for us? He 
came down through 42 gen-
erations, wrapped himself in 
flesh, and humbled himself 
as a servant. As much as Je-
sus taught and preached in 
synagogues, he moreover 
healed the sick, liberated the 
oppressed, fed the hungry, 
and cast out devils outside 
the four walls of the syna-
gogue. He met a woman at 
Jacob’s well and gave her to 
drink for Living Waters.

Not only in crisis, but in 
comfort also, may we show 
up wherever suffering or 
sadness or celebration are so 
that we, the mystical hands 
and feet of Jesus, may be 
among those so often ignored 
by our commuter congrega-
tions. May we continue to be 
the kind of churches that, if 
we died or moved, would be 
mourned by people who may 
never put their names on our 
church rolls.

Next week, I will resume 
my previously scheduled 
programming on women in 
ministry.

Rev. CJ Rhodes, a gradu-
ate of the University of MS 
and Duke University, serves 
as the director of Student Re-
ligious Life at Alcorn State 
University and is the pastor 
of Mt. Helm Baptist Church 
in Jackson. Rev. Rhodes is 
married to Allison Thomas-
Rhodes and they are the par-
ents of twin boys.
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By Rev. CJ Rhodes 
Special to The Mississippi Link

P A S T O R A L  P O I N T S

She is more pre-
cious than rubies: and 
all the things thou 
canst desire are not to 
be compared unto her. 
(Proverbs 3:15)

Her ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace. (Proverbs 3:17)

Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister:  
that it may be well with me for thy 
sake; and my soul shall live because 
of thee. (Genesis 12:13)

Love wisdom like a sister; make 
insight a beloved member of your 
family (Proverbs 7:4)

As we continue the celebration of 
Women’s History Month, I’d like to 
pause to pay homage to Sisterhood 
Month, a time of celebration encom-
passed in the Women’s History cel-
ebration for sisters – be they biologi-
cal, social, religiously affiliated or a 
network of some kind.

I am obviously keeping my mes-
sage to you “very” short this week 
but I’d like for you to do a couple of 
things to help you better relate to the 
information that I am sharing with 
you. First, I would like for you to take 
time to read the scriptures I’ve pro-
vided above and reflect on them and 
compare them to the sisters in your 

lives. Second, to all of my brothers 
and sisters, reach out to your sisters 
(on as many levels as you can) and 
share your love and well-wishes with 
them.

The Mississippi Link would like to 
thank sisters from every walk of life 
for love and presence in the lives of 
others. Thank you, sisters, for all that 
you do to help keep the love of God 
alive. All of your good deeds may not 
be shared with others but because you 
share your love with us, you are do-
ing as God has commanded and our 
lives are better because of you. Thank 
you Lord, for my sisters.

Remember the verse that I often 
share with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messen-
ger for news in and around the state 
of Mississippi, would like to serve 
as your personal messenger to share 
your news and the news of your plac-
es of worship.

To share your news contact Daph-
ne M. Higgins at religion@missis-
sippilink.com, fax (601) 896-0091 or 
mail 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, 
MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from 
the Religion EditorPermit me to interrupt

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cade Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 1000 West 
Ridgeway Street, Jackson, will celebrate Women’s Day, 
March 17–19. This commemorative weekend will start Fri-
day at 7 p.m. with a family fun night event; followed Satur-
day by a prayer breakfast and women’s conference from 
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The final celebration will be Sun-
day, with worship service at 11 a.m. Joy Redmond, News 
anchor at WLBT/WDBD, will serve as the Women’s Day 
Speaker. The theme is “Women of Unbreakable Faith” 
with the scripture reference from 2 Corinthians 4:7-12. For 
additional information, call 601-366-5463. Rev. Regional 
Buckley is the pastor.

Rev. Marcus Cheeks, pastor of True Light Missionary 
Baptist Church and Rev. CJ Rhodes, pastor of Mt. Helm 
Baptist Church Church members working distribution line

Members of Mt. Helm 
before water distribution 
began

Members of True Light 
before water distribution 
began

Mt. Helm and True Light partner during water crisis
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Nearly 10 
years ago, as 
I made that 
magical leap 
into my 40s, 
I treated my-
self to a birth-

day hair do. As my hairstylist 
curled the last lock of my hair, 
she said with great confidence, 
“Your 40s are fabulous.” After 
she said it a 2nd time, I mum-
bled, “That’s what they say.” 

I appreciated her encourag-
ing me. However, I was try-
ing to convince her and others 
that turning 40 to me was not 
simply another birthday but 
that it also signaled my having 
to adjust my focus on some 
unfulfilled hopes.

I had to accept that cer-
tain goals that I’d prayed and 
worked to accomplish by 40 
would go unachieved. I felt 
like I was behind in still try-

ing to get things accomplished 
from my 30s and trying to ac-
cept the fact that some things 
for me would remain undone.

Now as I enjoy my last 
months as a 40-something, 
I recently took another look  
at those words of encourage-
ment that were shared with me 
by friends and loved ones as I 
entered my 40s. I’m amazed at 
how much of their truths im-
pacted my life as I embraced 
new dreams. They remind me 
so much of the truth found in 
Proverbs 16:24 which states  
”Pleasant words are like a 
honeycomb, Sweetness to the 
soul and health to the bones.” 

“Change brings on the op-
portunity to do what you were 
too scared to attempt your-
self.” - Enzo D’Alimonte

This means that anyone who 
belongs to Christ has become 
a new person. The old life is 
gone; a new life has begun! – 
2 Cor 5:17.

“When I’m having trouble 
with someone, it’s a sure 
sign that person is exactly the 
gift I am needing in my life. 
Sometimes it takes me years 
to write the thank you note, 
though.” - Unknown

But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who 
curse you, do good to those 
who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you 
and persecute you, - Matthew 
5:44.

The thoughts we choose to 
think are the tools we use to 
paint the canvas of our lives.” 
- Louise Hay

Commit your works to the 
LORD, And your thoughts 
will be established. - Proverbs 
16:3.

“You can’t do anything 
about the length of your life, 
but you can do something 
about its width and depth.” - 
Evan Esar

You will show me the path 

of life; In Your presence is 
fullness of joy; At Your right 
hand are pleasures forever-
more. - Psalm 16:1.1

“Until you make peace with 
who you are, you’ll never be 
content with what you have.” 
- Doris Mortman

Not that I speak in regard 
to need, for I have learned 
in whatever state I am, to be 
content:…. I can do all things 
through Christ who strength-
ens me. – Philippians 4:11-13.

“The important thing is not 
being afraid to take a chance. 
Remember, the greatest fail-
ure is to not try.” - Debbi 
Fields

For God has not given us a 
spirit of fear, but of power and 
of love and of a sound mind. 
-  2 Timothy 1:7.

Shewanda Riley is a Dal-
las-based author who can be 
reached at lovehangover@
juno.com or on Twitter @she-
wanda.

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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Have we ever 
looked in the Word 
of God for a prom-
ise? Have we ever 
searched God’s 
Word for some 
promise that we 

could stand on? One Scripture that 
comes to mind is found in Mark 
9:22-24. The father of the son with 
the dumb spirit came to Christ 
saying, “If thou canst do anything, 
have compassion on us, and help 
us.” Jesus said to him, “If thou 
canst believe, all things are pos-
sible to him that believeth.” Verse 
24 says, “And straightway the fa-
ther of the child cried out, and said 
with tears, Lord, I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief.”

Another Scripture is found in 
John 14:13-14, where Jesus said: 
“And whatsoever ye shall ask in 
my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If ye shall ask any thing in 
my name, I will do it.” What great 
promises. 

My friends, we should not be 
discouraged. We sing a song en-
titled, “There is not a Friend like 
Jesus.” One verse says, “There is 
not a friend like Jesus, in the try-
ing scenes of life; He can hear 

the heart’s faint whisper, calm the 
tempest’s raging strife. Chorus: 
There is not a friend like Jesus, pa-
tient, tender, kind and true; there is 
not a friend like Jesus, He will be 
a friend to you.” With these great 
promises, we should never be dis-
couraged.

We find in Jeremiah 32:27, these 
words: “Behold, I am the LORD, 
the God of all flesh: is there any-
thing too hard for me?”  No! Noth-
ing is too hard for God.  

Read 1 John 5:14, which says, 
“And this is the confidence that 
we have in him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his will, he 
heareth us:” God’s Word cannot 
be broken. When we communi-
cate with God, we don’t demand 
what we want; rather we discuss 
with Him what He wants for us.

If we align our prayers to His 
Will, He will listen; and we can be 
certain that if He listens, He will 
give us a definite answer.  We must 
pray with confidence.

Next week – March 17 Part V
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor 

of Joynes Road Church of God, 31 
Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. 
He is a member of the National As-
sociation of Evangelism Church of 
God, Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern Asso-
ciation of The Church of God, Inc.

The Loving 
Father

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of March 16

1. You Deserve It   J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
2. Joy     Vashawn Mitchell
3. Made A Way   Travis Greene
4. God Provides    Tamela Mann
5. I Need You    Donnie McClurkin
6. Hang On    GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard
7. Never Have To Be Alone  CeCe Winans
8. You’re Bigger   Jekalyn Carr
9. Father Jesus Spirit   Fred Hammond
10. God’s Grace   Reverend Luther Barnes & The Restoration Worship Center Choir

To listen to snippets of these songs, 
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                               ARTISTS    ALBUM

P R E S E R V E D

Words to Live by: The Remix

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master
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Entergy leadership, along 
with industry and state officials, 
recently celebrated Grand Gulf 
Nuclear Station’s 20-year li-
cense extension. The extension, 
granted by the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission, comes after 
five years of intensive review. 

The review ensures that the 
plant’s safety, operational ca-
pability and environmental im-
pact will meet or exceed appli-
cable standards into the future. 

The license extension is the 
NRC’s approval for Grand Gulf 
to continue operations through 
the year 2044, two additional 
decades past the original li-
censing date.

Grand Gulf, the only nuclear 
plant to produce power in Mis-
sissippi, generates just under 
20 percent of the state’s elec-
tricity while emitting virtually 
no greenhouse gases. It is the 
state’s lowest-cost source of 
electrical energy. The nuclear 
plant employs more than 700 
highly skilled employees with 

an annual payroll of $73 mil-
lion. The facility pays more 
than $29.5 million in state and 
local taxes. Grand Gulf and its 
employees maintain a strong 
presence in the communities 
they serve by spending millions 
of dollars with local companies 
and charitable contributions 
that promote community de-
velopment, education and the 

environment.
Entergy Mississippi, Inc. 

provides electricity to approxi-
mately 445,000 customers in 
45 counties. Entergy Corpo-
ration is an integrated energy 
company engaged primarily in 
electric power production and 
retail distribution operations. 
Entergy owns and operates 
power plants with approxi-

mately 30,000 megawatts of 
electric generating capacity, 
including nearly 10,000 mega-
watts of nuclear power. Entergy 
delivers electricity to 2.9 mil-
lion utility customers in Arkan-
sas, Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Texas. Entergy has annual rev-
enues of approximately $10.8 
billion and more than 13,000 
employees.

University Wellness Center 
Downtown and University Well-
ness Center Northeast, both in 
Jackson, will close effective 
April 1, University of Mississippi 
Medical Center administrators an-
nounced today.

The action comes as Mississip-
pi’s only academic medical center 
copes with unanticipated cuts in 
patient care reimbursement and 
other budget reductions.

Medical Center leadership an-
nounced February 22 that depart-
ments and units across campus 
must identify ways to reduce ex-
penses and/or increase revenue by 
a net $24 million by June 30.

“We regret having to close these 
locations but our need to im-
prove our finances leaves us little 
choice,” said Kevin Cook, chief 
executive officer of UMMC’s 
health system. “We are attempt-
ing to minimize impacts on em-
ployees and members through this 
transition.”

For fiscal 2017, the two Jack-
son centers are projected to lose 
a combined $400,000. The north-
east Jackson center is owned by 
UMMC; the downtown facility is 
leased.

A combined 36 staff members 
at the two centers will remain on 
the job through March 31 and can 
apply for openings at the three re-
maining University Wellness Cen-
ters in Madison, Brandon and off 
Lakeland Drive in Flowood. The 
Flowood location is the largest 
of the three and used by the most 
members. Employees work for 
Power Wellness, the company that 
manages the centers for UMMC.

Membership in the centers 
won’t change. Those using the 
two Jackson locations, located at 
100 E. Capitol St. and 46 North-
town Drive, will continue to have 
full access to the other three cen-
ters.

Both the Northeast and Lake-
land Drive locations are in need of 
substantial capital improvements 

to bring them up to the standards 
UMMC requires for the centers’ 
mission of supporting the health-
care continuum, recognizing that 
adequate exercise and proper nu-
trition are cornerstones of good 
health and disease prevention.

Those improvements would cost 
between $6 million-$7 million 
per facility. Instead, funds gener-
ated from the eventual sale of the 
Northeast center will go toward 
a significant remodeling of the 
Lakeland Drive location. Short-
term improvements will include 
moving almost 50 pieces of new, 
state-of-the-art cardio equipment 
there from the downtown facility.

The Medical Center will contin-
ue to pursue its vision of Univer-
sity Wellness as a medically inte-
grated model offering orthopaedic 
rehabilitation, personalized fitness 
assessments and workouts, nutri-
tion instruction, water therapy, 
and programming for members 
who are transitioning from or 
managing a medical condition.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
U.S. Senator Thad Cochran 
(R-Miss.) recently announced 
personnel changes, including 
the naming of Linda Good as 
deputy chief of staff, and pro-
moting Mary Martha Henson 
and Ty Mabry to be legislative 
director and deputy legislative 
director, respectively.

The staff shifts are the result 
of Cochran’s current deputy 
chief of staff/legislative direc-
tor, Adam Telle, being named 
majority clerk of the Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Homeland Security. Telle 
replaces Kathy Kraninger, who 
accepted a position with the 
White House Office of Man-
agement and Budget.

“I have confidence in the ex-
perience and depth of knowl-
edge that Linda, Mary Martha 
and Ty bring to my office and 
to my work for the people of 
Mississippi and our nation,” 
Cochran said.

Good is currently Cochran’s 
administrative director and per-
sonal assistant. She served in a 
similar capacity for U.S. Sena-
tor James Lankford (R-Okla.) 
before joining Cochran’s staff 
in 2015. Prior to moving to 
the Senate, Good worked 20 
years in various senior posi-
tions on the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee and the 
House Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform Committee.  
From 2011-2015, Good was a 
senior staff member to Chair-
man Darrell Issa, working as 
chief clerk to the Oversight and 
Government Reform Commit-
tee.

Henson has served as a leg-
islative assistant to Cochran 
since August 2015, with a port-
folio that includes healthcare, 
transportation, infrastructure, 
interior, economic develop-
ment, and housing. Henson 
worked eight years for former 
Representative Chip Pickering 
(R-Miss.) as a field representa-
tive and later legislative direc-
tor. In Mississippi, she helped 
establish the Mississippi Bio-
technology Association and 
later served as executive direc-
tor and chief operating officer 
of the Mississippi Economic 
Development Council. A native 
of West Point, Miss., Henson 

earned a business administra-
tion degree from Mississippi 
State University and received 
an Economic and Community 
Developer certification from 
University of Oklahoma Eco-
nomic Development Institute.  
In 2014, Henson was named 
one of Mississippi’s 50 Lead-
ing Business Women, and list-
ed in Mississippi’s Top 40 un-
der 40 in 2012.

Mabry is currently Cochran’s 
senior policy advisor/military 
legislative assistant and will 
retain these duties as deputy 
legislative director. Prior to 
joining Cochran’s staff, Mabry 
served as deputy policy direc-
tor for Representative Gregg 
Harper (R-Miss.) from 2009 to 
2015, and as an aide to former 
Representative Pickering from 
2006-2000. A native of Liberty, 
Miss., Mabry earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in political 
science from Mississippi State 
University in 2006.

Telle, as the Homeland Secu-
rity clerk, will serve members 
of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, which Cochran 
chairs. U.S. Senator John 
Boozman (R-Ark.) is chair-
man of the subcommittee. Telle 
has worked for Cochran since 
2007. He was named legisla-
tive director in 2013 and dep-
uty chief of staff in 2015. Prior 
to working for Cochran, Telle 
served on the staff of Senator 
Richard Shelby (R-Ala.). Telle 
received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in computer science 
and a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in journalism from Mississippi 
State University in 2005. He 
is a former MSU student body 
president.

On March 24, 2017, eight Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, high school students will meet 
with members of Congress on Capitol 
Hill, at ChildFund International’s Advo-
cacy Day 2017: Mississippi Youth Speak 
Out for Children Worldwide.

The students are youth ambassadors 
who receive intensive leadership and civic 
engagement training through a pilot pro-
gram of Operation Shoestring, a Jackson, 
Mississippi-based community organiza-
tion, and ChildFund International in part-
nership with Jackson Public Schools. P&G 
is sponsoring the students’ participation in 
Advocacy Day.

Joining ChildFund staff from around the 
world, the young people will meet with 
members of Congress and their staff to ad-
vocate for the well-being of children and 
youth both locally and globally, calling on 
representatives to protect the U.S. Interna-
tional Affairs budget, to pass the biparti-
san Reinforcing Education Accountability 
in Development (READ) Act, and to end 
violence against children.

“We have a voice, too,” said Nadeia, 15, 
one of the youth ambassadors. “The way I 
look at it, just because we’re young doesn’t 
mean our voice doesn’t matter. We’re the 

future. Our voice should count.”
“The youth ambassadors have been 

researching and refining their case for 
weeks, and are looking forward to putting 
their advocacy training into practice for 
the benefit of Jackson, Miss., and young 
people around the globe,” said Robert 
Langford, executive director at Operation 
Shoestring. “We are delighted to see our 
students have the chance to exercise the 
power they have to make a difference in 
such a clear, compelling way – and on a 
global scale.”

“At ChildFund, we believe that young 
people have what it takes to change their 
world,” said Anne Lynam Goddard, presi-
dent and CEO of ChildFund International. 
“These students from Mississippi know 
their rights, and they are raising their voic-
es at the highest levels. I look forward to 
joining them on this important day.”

A reception from 3 to 4:30 p.m. in the 
Rayburn House Office Building on Capitol 
Hill will cap off the day. Speakers will in-
clude Youth Ambassador Latoya Washing-
ton, ChildFund’s Anne Goddard, president 
and CEO of the U.S. Global Leadership 
Coalition Liz Schrayer and Allison Tum-
mon Kamphuis, Children’s Safe Drinking 
Water Program Leader from P&G.

State and industry leaders join 
Entergy in celebrating Grand Gulf 

license extension

Cochran names new 
deputy chief of staff, 
legislative leaders

Jackson youth to speak 
out for children worldwide 
in Washington, D.C.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi’s lowest-cost electric energy source 
to continue operations through 2044

Cochran

UMMC to close two 
University Wellness Center 
locations in Jackson
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Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant (center) joins Entergy leadership to celebrate the relicensing of Grand Gulf Nuclear Station, located in Port Gib-
son, Miss. With Bryant are (from left) Rod West, Entergy Corporation; Leo Denault, chairman and CEO, Entergy Corporation; Chris Bakken, 
Entergy Nuclear, and Haley Fisackerly, Entergy Mississippi, Inc.

Congressman Bennie Thompson speaking at the Grand Gulf relicensing celebration.



In recent weeks, squads of 
officers from Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) have descended on 
communities from the sub-
urbs of Langley Park, Mary-
land and Austin, Texas to the 
city streets of Brooklyn and 
Queens, New York and Los 
Angeles.

Armed with new pow-
ers, ICE agents swept into 
the homes, living spaces and 
workplaces of undocumented 
immigrants, stopped them 
at roadblocks and check-
points and unceremoniously 
remanded men, women and 
young people to jail cells. 

The Trump Administration 
released two memos, recent-
ly, that strengthen ICE pow-
ers, igniting fears that the ad-
ministration would ratchet up 
efforts to detain and deport 
undocumented immigrants, 
even those who’ve committed 
no crimes.

Franklin Garcia, a Wash-
ington, D.C. shadow repre-
sentative, said that he’s never 
seen or experienced what’s 
playing out in the various lo-
cal immigrant communities 
he represents.

“The two new memos have 
everyone anxious. No one is 
secure,” said Garcia, a long-
time activist and former pres-
ident of the D.C. Latino Cau-
cus. “I came here in 1980 and 
I’ve never seen anything like 
this. People are saying they 
don’t know if they should go 
to work. Children are scared 
that they’ll come home from 
school and their parents will 
be gone.”

Garcia continued: “They 
have criminalized immi-
grants. I have heard horrific 
and horrible stories. If you 
commit a crime or if you’re 
just suspected of that, you 
can be deported. The ad-
ministration wants to reduce 
the number of immigrants in 
this country and we’re sim-
ply not going to stand for it. 
We’re not going to abandon 
this country. The solution is 
to fight.”

Immigrant communi-
ties are caught up in the 
maelstrom, reeling from 
the steady assault from the 
president and certain admin-
istration officials who have 
relentlessly disparaged all 
immigrants, documented and 
undocumented, and who have 
now put that animus into pub-
lic policy.

President Donald Trump 
described the crackdown on 
immigrants as a “military 
operation.” Two memos in 
the executive order broad-
ened the parameters of the 
Obama administration pro-
visions that allowed for the 
arrest and deportation of im-
migrants convicted of serious 
crimes, who had crossed the 
border into the U.S. recently 
and were considered threats 
to national security.

What is often forgotten, a 
New York University profes-
sor and longtime Harlem resi-
dent said, is that words writ-
ten on a piece of paper deeply 

affect human beings who 
have experienced dislocation 
and are often entangled in a 
lifelong struggle to belong.

“I live in Harlem on a street 
that has become known as 
‘Little Senegal,’” said the Ja-
maican professor, who spoke 
under condition of anonym-
ity in the interest of protect-
ing family members who are 
undocumented. “I came here 
as a grad student. There used 
to be burned out buildings. 
These Sub-Saharan residents 
shifted the community to one 
that is now very chichi’ with 
Starbucks, and all that stuff.”

The professor continued: 
“They are facing so much 
anxiety. I hear them in the 
hallways. They talk about 
it constantly. It’s fear like 
you’ve never seen before. 
People are afraid to go to 
the hospital, and when they 
do, sick sometimes close to 
death, they beg the nurses not 
to say anything.”

The professor, who is also 
an artist and author, said that 
ICE agents in New York City 
have also picked up Jamai-
cans and other Caribbean 
people, Sub Saharan Afri-
cans, Latinos and others, 
stopping the dollar cabs and 
checking the papers of black 
and brown people who hap-
pened to be caught up in the 
immigration spot checks. In 
the aftermath of the raids, the 
streets are noticeably absent 
of the usual throngs of people 
going to and fro.

“It hits home so much. It’s 
very sad,” the professor said 
softly. “These people on my 
block don’t really bother any-
body. Talk about hardworking. 
They transformed all these 
burnt out buildings, opened 
restaurants and textile stores; 
then the developers came in 
and rebuilt. These are the sort 
of people Donald Trump is go-
ing to run out of town.”

On Tuesday February 21, 
Retired Gen. John Kelly, the 
newly installed secretary 
of Homeland Security, an-
nounced that undocumented 
immigrants would be de-
ported if they have been con-
victed or just charged with 
a criminal offense. This in-
cludes having “abused any 
program related to receipt of 
public benefits,” or “(having) 
engaged in fraud or willful 
misrepresentation in connec-
tion with any official matter 
before a governmental agen-
cy.”

Kelly tried to reassure the 
public that there would be 
no mass deportations and 
that the military would not 
be used to round up undocu-
mented immigrants but that 
has done little to assuage the 
fears of those who would be 
most directly affected.

White House Press Secre-
tary Sean Spicer also insisted 
that the new memos would 
not trigger mass deporta-
tions, but said in a February 
23 press briefing that with 
these measures in place, 
ICE’s hands have been untied 
and the agency is now able to 
carry out its stated mission 
and enforce the law.

Pete Taney knew this day 
would come.

“I’ve been looking over my 
shoulders all of my life, so this 
is no surprise,” said Taney, the 
lead vocalist, banjo, fiddle and 
harmonica player for the popu-
lar Stroudsburg band, “The Jug-
gernaut String Band.”

Taney is talking about a pub-
lished report out of the nation’s 
capital that detailed recent 
meetings between his family 
members, descendants of one-
time slave owners, and descen-
dants of Dred Scott, a slave who 
in 1857 unsuccessfully filed a 
suit arguing that he and his fam-
ily should be given their free-
dom, because they had lived in 
Illinois and other places where 
slavery was considered illegal.

Charlie Taney, Pete’s brother, 
was outside the Maryland State 
House this week and read some 
of the words that his great-
great-grand uncle, Chief Jus-
tice Roger B. Taney, wrote in 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s Dred 
Scott decision 160 years ago:

“Black people cannot be U.S. 
citizens and have no rights ex-
cept the ones that white people 
give them. Whites are superior 
to blacks. Slavery is legal.”

Charlie Taney told the report-
ers that, “You can’t hide from 
the words that [Roger B.] Taney 
wrote,” as he stood a few feet 
from a statue of his ancestor. 
Roger B. Taney lived in Mary-
land and was the chief justice of 
the nation’s highest court from 
1836 until his death in 1864. 
“You can’t run, you can’t hide, 
you can’t look away,” Charlie 
Taney said. “You have to face 
them.”

For Pete Taney, his broth-
er’s words resonated – and it 

brought back so many memo-
ries.

“It wasn’t something that we 
didn’t talk about,” Pete Taney 
said Tuesday. “It was discussed 
at family dinners all of the time, 
our history. I’m just so proud of 
my brother and my niece to be 
able to stand up [publicly] and 
do this and take responsibility. 
I completely agree with them.”

During the event in Maryland 
earlier this week, Charlie Taney 
turned to Lynne M. Jackson, the 
great-great granddaughter of 
Scott, and apologized – on be-
half of his family, to the Scott 
family and to all African Ameri-
cans, for the “terrible injustice 
of the Dred Scott decision.”

Jackson accepted the apol-
ogy from her family and “all 
African Americans who have 
the love of God in their heart so 
that healing can begin.”

Taney asked for a hug, and 
the two embraced.

Pete Taney said he had been 
there when the groundwork was 
first set for such a meeting.

There was a workshop for a 
one-act play and a taping for a 
National Public Radio appear-
ance.

“I got to meet Dred Scott’s 

descendants and it was very 
emotional, but very wonder-
ful,” Pete Taney said.

Their appearance this week in 
Annapolis was part of an ongo-
ing reconciliation process, and a 
push by the descendants of both 
families to add a statue of Scott 
near the statue of the late Jus-
tice Taney, which activists have 
sought to remove for years.

While Charlie Taney said the 
meeting and the statue pres-
ents opportunities to learn and 
a chance to come together and 
chance to heal a nation – and 
not to bury the past, Pete Taney 
said he wholly supports a statue 
of Scott.

“I believe adding a statue of 
Dred Scott would create the 
kind of dialogue that needs to be 
discussed openly in this coun-
try,” Pete Taney said. “Much of 
the stain on my family’s history 
needs to be discussed.”

Jackson, a former law firm 
manager from Missouri and 
the founder of the Dred Scott 
Heritage Foundation, told re-
porters at the gathering that her 
family also believes that hav-
ing the statue of the pro-slavery 
chief justice, along with one of 
Scott and historical information 

about the court decision, would 
be a “learning experience and 
an educational opportunity.”

“Add to it, don’t take from 
it,” Jackson said.

Reportedly, a proposal in the 
Maryland legislature to remove 
the Taney statue died in com-
mittee last year, however. There 
is no similar bill this year, and 
some of the activists who in the 
past have called for the statue’s 
removal now appear to agree 
with the Taney and Scott de-
scendants that placing the stat-
ue in a more complete historical 
context would be preferable.

Charlie Taney, an advertising 
executive who lives in Con-
necticut, called his great-great-
grand-uncle a “complicated 
man,” but also readily acknowl-
edged that he was a “stone rac-
ist.”

It was Charles Taney’s daugh-
ter, Kate Billingsley, who wrote 
“A Man of His Time,” a one-
act fictional play about a Taney 
descendant meeting a Scott de-
scendant. The play, produced 
in New York last year, brought 
real descendants of each family 
together for the first time.

“A Taney bringing an apol-
ogy to a Scott is like ‘bring-
ing a band aid to an amputa-
tion,’” Charlie Taney quoted his 
daughter as saying Monday, un-
derscoring what the family says 
is need for additional dialogue 
and continued healing.

“An apology is not enough,” 
he said. “But it is necessary.”

Pete Taney agreed.
“We’ve got to do outreach. 

This country and its leaders are 
not doing it but we can,” Pete 
Taney said. “I’m so proud of 
my brother and my niece. Our 
family needs to keep having 
these important discussions.”

The descendants of Dred Scott and 
Chief Justice Roger B. Taney meet

Trump administration 
targets immigrants

COMMENTARY

Dred Scott, oil on canvas by Louis Schultze, 1888. DAVID SCHULTZ/MIS-
SOURI HISTORICAL SOCIETY/WIKIPEDIA COMMONS

Immigration and Custom Enforcement agents enjoy new powers 
in the field under the Trump Administration. This photo was taken 
during Operation Cross Check, an effort by ICE to arrest and de-
port undocumented immigrants with criminal records in Septem-
ber 2011. ICE/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Ever heard the term middle 
neighborhoods? If you haven’t, 
you have likely visited, lived in 
or driven through one more re-
cently than you think.

Middle neighborhoods are 
communities on the edge of 
growth and decline. When we 
discuss middle neighborhoods 
we are describing neighbor-
hoods that have four main char-
acteristics: neighborhoods where 
homeowners can purchase real 
estate for an affordable rate, 
neighborhoods where crime 
rates are low, neighborhoods 
where school performance is 
sufficient, and neighborhoods 
where employment rates are 
adequate. Essentially, homebuy-
ers in middle neighborhoods are 
willing to test the odds with the 
hopes that their neighborhood 
will improve rather than decline.

Middle neighborhoods are 
areas that are doing just well 
enough. We are not focusing as 
much resources or attention on 
these neighborhoods because 
we have yet to see an increased 
need to invest in these areas. 
However, if we aren’t careful 
these neighborhoods will teeter 
towards decline overnight.

In Philadelphia, over 40 per-
cent of the population lives in 
middle neighborhoods. When 
talking about middle neighbor-
hoods in Philadelphia’s Second 
Congressional District we are 

referring to: Mt. Airy, German-
town, West Oak Lane, Roxbor-
ough, and Wynnefield.

I know firsthand what is at 
stake for America’s middle 
neighborhoods. I grew up in 
North Philly and today I live in 
West Oak Lane just blocks away 
from Germantown High School, 
my alma mater.

Two main trends are contrib-
uting to decline in our middle 
neighborhoods. One, housing 
trends show that jobs are mov-
ing away from middle neighbor-
hoods and second, many suburbs 
compete with new homebuyers 
for residents.

This brings us to the ques-
tion: what are some ways we 
can counter these trends to help 
America’s middle neighbor-
hoods?

As a former chairman of the 
Pennsylvania House Appropria-
tions Committee, I fought hard 
to expand access to healthy, fresh 
foods for everyone in our city and 
across our state; and supported 
efforts to provide adequate fund-
ing for our public schools.

The first bill I introduced in 
the 115th Congress, the Rehabil-
itation of Historic Schools Act of 
2017, H.R. 922, would amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to allow public school buildings 
to qualify for the rehabilitation 
credit which in turn would give 
our public schools the necessary 
resources and funds to make im-
provements to school buildings 
across the country.

In my district, Roosevelt El-
ementary School in East Ger-
mantown has not been updated 
in decades. How can we expect 
our students to better themselves 
when their classrooms are fall-
ing apart around them?

We need a public school sys-
tem that supports the needs of 
our students, teachers and par-
ents. Our students already have a 
lot on their plates, and shouldn’t 
have to worry about going to 
school on an empty stomach.

Thus, when we think about the 
issue of food insecurity in our 
middle neighborhoods we need 
to look for ways to broaden ac-
cess to fresh, quality, affordable 
foods for people in our most un-
derserved areas.

During my time in the Penn-

sylvania State Legislature, I 
championed Pennsylvania’s 
Fresh Food Financing Initiative 
which links public and private 
funds to expand and build gro-
cery stores in food deserts across 
our state. Through the initiative 
we brought nearly 100 grocery 
stores to areas in Philadelphia 
and underserved areas across the 
commonwealth that previously 
had very limited access to fresh 
fruits and vegetables.

Our middle neighborhoods 
need a clear lane in both our 
public policy and investment 
conversations. We need to be 
cognizant and incredibly vigilant 
as this relates to housing trends 
that are impacting our city.

Middle neighborhoods are 
home to real people like you and 
me. Now is the time to refocus, 
redistribute and reinvest our at-
tention on building a policy 
agenda that puts America’s mid-
dle neighborhoods back on top.

Congressman Dwight Evans 
is a member of the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus and represents 
Northwest, West, North, parts of 
South and Center City Philadel-
phia, Narberth and the western 
suburb of Lower Merion Town-
ship. He serves on the House Ag-
riculture Committee and House 
Small Business Committee.

To learn more about Con-
gressman Evans’ work in Con-
gress please visit his Facebook, 
Twitter, and congressional web-
site.

America’s middle neighborhoods: 
Neighbors on the edge of growth 
and decline

Congressman Dwight Evans says 
that our middle neighborhoods 
need a clear lane in both our 
public policy and investment 
conversations. OFFICIAL PHOTO
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“In my mind I see a line, and over 
that line, I see green fields and lovely 
flowers and beautiful white women 
with their arms stretched out to me 
over that line, but I can’t seem to get 
there no how. I can’t seem to get over 
that line.” – Harriet Tubman, quoted 

by Viola Davis in her 2015 Emmy acceptance speech.
Acting’s triple crown – Oscar, Emmy and Tony – 

has been won by only 23 people in history. Now, the 
first African American has achieved that feat: Viola 
Davis.

It seems fitting that Davis’ history-making honor 
occurred directly at the crossroads of Black History 
Month and Women’s History Month, for she made 
history as a black woman in more than one way: she 
also is the most-nominated black actress in Oscar 
history, with three nominations.

In addition to her role in Fences, for which she 
won, she earned nominations for The Help in 2012 
and Doubt in 2009. She was nominated twice for 
an Emmy, winning in 2015 for her role in How To 
Get Away With Murder. She earned three Tony 
nominations, winning for King Hedley II in 2001 
and Fences in 2010. She’s the first black actress to 
win five Screen Actors Guild awards. She had also 
won three Drama Desk Awards, a BAFTA Award, 
a Golden Globe, and three Critics’ Choice Awards, 
among others.

When she was honored with a star on the Hol-
lywood Walk of Fame earlier this year, Davis mar-
veled, “I can’t believe my life.” Indeed, her own story 
is worthy of the Hollywood treatment.

She was raised in poverty by a mother who was 
a maid and factory worker. She told the New York 
Times she stole food from the grocery store and gar-
bage cans and wore the plastic clips from bread bags 
in her braids.

Davis credits a federal anti-poverty program, Up-
ward Bound, with saving her life. She told Essence 
magazine, “They kind of picked up where public 
school left off because I had such enormous needs as 
a child of abject poverty. Coming from a background 
where I was first generation going to school, I had 
enormous challenges that needed to be met that were 
much deeper than academia.”

Upward Bound, a summer program where high 
school students take college prep classes and earn 
work experience at a college campus for six weeks, 
opened doors that eventually led to the Juilliard 
School, one of the nation’s leading performing arts 
programs.

Her success has not shielded her from challenges 
that she has said result from being “a woman of color, 
of a certain age, and a certain hue.”

Her 2015 Emmy win established her as a role 
model when she used her acceptance speech to make 
a welcome statement about diversity in the enter-
tainment industry: “The only thing that separates 
women of color from anyone else is opportunity,” 
she said. “You cannot win an Emmy for roles that are 
simply not there.”

She was the first black woman to win the award for 
Best Lead Actress in a Drama. Only one other black 
actress has won an acting Emmy: Isabel Sanford, 
who won for Best Lead Actress in a Comedy in 1981.

Davis’ exemplarity extends beyond her stellar tal-
ent and bold outspokenness. She’s a benefactor for 
the Rhode Island city where she was raised, Central 
Falls. Her philanthropic projects include the city’s 
Adams Memorial Library, the Central Falls High 
School chess team and drama club, and the Segue 
Institute for Learning, a charter school. She’s also the 
spokeswoman for the Hunger Is campaign, to eradi-
cate childhood hunger.

We at the National Urban League consider Viola 
Davis a true woman of power; we congratulate her 
on her historic achievements and her epic journey 
and are grateful for her generous spirit and sense of 
community.

OPINION

The effort to re-
peal and replace 
health care is gen-
erating headlines, 
and the attempt to 
investigate President 
Trump’s Russia con-

nections is of high importance. The 
specious claim that former President 
Barack Obama wiretapped Trump 
Tower, too, has generated interest, 
largely because it is unprecedented 
for one president to accuse another 
of a felony, and because “45” has 
absolutely no proof that Obama has 
done any such thing.

While Obama, with a multi-mil-
lion dollar book deal tucked into 
his pocket, is living his life like its 
golden, “45” has indulged in sev-
eral public tantrums, with episodic 
moments of calm. Too many of us 
have been riveted to the drama, 
while there is a more quiet revolu-
tion happening in Congress, with 
the approval of the White House.

There has been an attack on edu-
cation, with legislation being intro-
duced as early as January 23, 2017. 
That legislation, HR 610, is titled 
the “Choices in Education Act.” It 
would repeal the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 
(ESEA), and limits the authority of 
the Department of Education so that 

it should only award block grants to 
states. It also sets up a voucher sys-
tem. If states do not comply with the 
rules of this legislation, they would 
be ineligible for block grants.

The legislation would also re-
peal nutritional standards for the 
national school breakfast and lunch 
programs, which were set by the No 
Hungry Kids Act of 2012. Schools 
would no longer be required, as 
former First Lady Michelle Obama 
advocated, to increase the availabil-
ity of fruits, vegetables, and other 
healthy foods at lunch. Are we go-
ing back to the days when officials 
with the Reagan Administration 
tried to classify ketchup as a veg-
etable? Seems like it.

The ESEA was passed as civil 
rights legislation, providing more 
opportunities to a broader range 
of children, including disabled 
children. It also requires reporting 
around issues like the achievement 
gap, bullying, and underperform-
ing schools. All of these provisions 
would be eliminated, if HR 610 
were passed.

Not to be bested by legislation 
that would limit the reach of the 
Department of Education, Rep. 
Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) has in-
troduced a sentence-long piece of 
legislation. HR 899 reads, in to-
tal, “The Department of Education 
shall terminate on December 31, 

2018.” Of course, Massie hasn’t put 
the thought into considering how 
things like Pell grants would be ad-
ministered, or would he eliminate 
those, too? HBCUs are part of the 
education budget.

What would that mean for us? 
The bill has been cosponsored by 
several of Massie’s colleagues. It 
speaks to a national antipathy to 
education, so that even as we hun-
ger for jobs, and elected “45” so 
that he could “create” them, we are 
prepared to limit pathways to job 
preparation. Efforts to eliminate 
the Department of Education are, at 
best, shortsighted.

Even though Trump nominated 
the extremely limited Betsy DeVos 
as Secretary of Education, his pre-
campaign policy book advocated 
for the elimination of the Depart-
ment of Education. Is the hidden 
agenda to run the department into 
the ground to the point that elimina-
tion is the only option? “One-note 
Betsy,” with her focus on school 
choice, must be gratified, especially 
by HR 610.

The Department of Education is 
one of the lowest-spending govern-
ment agencies. Eliminating it could 
save taxpayers more than $68 bil-
lion – enough, perhaps, to “build 
a wall. Of course “45” is finding 
lots of other funding sources for the 
wall, with proposed cuts from the 

Coast Guard to The State Depart-
ment.

The good news about this odious 
proposed legislation is that it has 
not passed. It has been referred to 
the House Education and the Work-
force Committee. After the commit-
tee vets it, the Senate must also ap-
prove the bill. But these bills need 
not even come out of committee, if 
opponents are vocal.

Check out www.edworkforce.
house.gov to find out who is on this 
committee. Call and write them and 
tell them that you support the 1965 
ESEA, as most recently amended, 
and that the Department of Educa-
tion should not be eliminated. This 
is an opportunity to unleash our 
voices and resist Trumpism.

The big headlines are riveting, but 
we need to look at the fine print. If 
you spent an hour reading the Con-
gressional Record and looking at 
the devilment these Republicans are 
up to daily, you would be repulsed. 
Let’s turn repulsion into resistance.

Julianne Malveaux is an econo-
mist, author, and founder of Eco-
nomic Education. Her podcast, 
“It’s Personal with Dr. J” is avail-
able on iTunes (https://tinyurl.com/
withDrJ). Her latest book “Are We 
Better Off: Race, Obama and pub-
lic policy is available via amazon.
com For more info visit www.juli-
annemalveaux.com.

For many of his 
supporters, Donald 
Trump’s casual re-
lationship with the 
truth was at first 
amusing, part of 
his brash, anti-es-

tablishment appeal. He says what 
he thinks, went the argument, and 
if it isn’t true, so be it. His voters, 
we were told, have learned to take 
him seriously but not literally.

Now, however, the lies are be-
ginning to hurt. The president’s 
use of what White House adviser 
Kellyanne Conway calls “alterna-
tive facts” – aka falsehoods – has 
been mimicked across his admin-
istration and by Republicans in 
Congress. Now House Speaker 
Paul Ryan, Office of Management 
and Budget Director Mick Mul-
vaney and Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Tom Price have 
joined the president and others in 
a fusillade of lies to sell the Re-
publican replacement for the Af-
fordable Care Act.

The president promised that the 
Republican plan would cover “ev-
erybody,” that it would offer better 
and cheaper care than that available 
under the ACA. Price pledged that 
“nobody will be worse off finan-
cially” under the Republican act. 
Mulvaney promised that “Medic-
aid is still there,” and the bill “ac-
tually helps a great many people.” 
Vice President Mike Pence told a 
crowd in Louisville that the ACA 
was a “nightmare” that had “failed 
the people of Kentucky,” a state 
in which the percentage of people 
without insurance was cut in more 
than half by the law. House Speak-
er Paul Ryan’s lies are too numer-
ous to detail.

The facts are inescapable. The 
Republican bill offers people less 
help to purchase health insurance, 
particularly older workers. Mil-
lions will lose coverage or pay 
more for less. The expansion of 
Medicaid to lower-wage workers 
covered 10 million people under 
the ACA. The Republican bill sav-
ages Medicaid – after two years so 
voters might not notice in 2018 – 
and millions of the working poor 

will lose coverage. It does this 
not to reduce complexity, or regu-
lation, or administrative night-
mares, but to pay for a repeal of 
the taxes on the rich built into 
the ACA. Congressional analyses 
show, as The New York Times’ Jes-
se Drucker reports, Trumpcare’s 
two biggest tax cuts will lard $144 
billion into the pockets of those 
with incomes over $1 million or 
more over the next decade. To pay 
for that, the working poor and old-
er workers take the hit.

And that isn’t all. Rural areas 
will be hit hard from the cuts in 
Medicaid and decline of subsidies 
for poorer workers. Older blue-
collar workers who don’t get in-
surance from their employers will 
be hurt the most. States will suffer 
a devastating budget cut that will 
force cuts in education, in roads, 
bridges and other services. Jobs 
cuts will follow in large numbers.

These are not facts that the ad-
ministration likes, so it lies and 
then attacks the messengers.

This weekend, administration 
spokespeople fanned out to dis-
credit the Congressional Budget 

Office’s official assessment before 
it was released. House Speaker 
Ryan forced passage of the act 
through two committees before 
CBO could complete its assess-
ment so the anticipated bad news 
would not influence legislators. 
OMB Director Mulvaney – who 
knows better – dismissed the CBO 
estimate as not “the best use of 
their time.” If CBO isn’t going to 
deliver good news, it shouldn’t say 
anything at all.

The president’s bizarre denial of 
reality – about the election results, 
about the size of his inaugural 
crowd, about getting wiretapped – 
initially were treated as the amus-
ing signature of an entertainer. 
But now the lies hurt.

If the Republican health care bill 
becomes law, millions will end up 
worse off.

Will a handful of Republican 
senators have more respect for the 
truth than the White House? That 
may be the only thing that will 
keep Republicans from depriv-
ing millions of health insurance 
and costing jobs, while ladling tax 
breaks to the very wealthy.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Republican lawmakers 
attack education, civil rights

Trump administration’s health 
care lies are starting to hurt

Viola Davis: A 
historic talent earns 
a historic distinction
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LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
SERVICES FOR A FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE CONSULTANT

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
PROJECT # 010-17

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals 
(“Proposal”) from government relations consultants (“Consultant”) with ex-
perience in the field of aviation, specifically airport operations, manage-
ment, and development to represent JMAA with federal governing enti-
ties, industry trade associations, and key members of the aviation industry 
(“Services”).

The successful Respondent must have thorough knowledge of the legisla-
tive and regulatory process as they support and impact the commercial, 
general and military aviation industries. The successful Respondent will 
have an established office in the Washington, District of Columbia met-
ropolitan area to ensure continued access to governmental and industry 
representatives. Respondents must be registered with the Secretary of the 
Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives.

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA, 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers Interna-
tional Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 
3:00 p.m. central time on April 17, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request 
for Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices 
of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, 
General Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respon-
dents and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of 
the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Robin Byrd, 
as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Robin Byrd, Procurement Manager
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 616
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: rbyrd@jmaa.com

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/

3/16/2017 3/23/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 3968

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that S & R Development has filed with the 
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a 7’ Vari-
ance from the 5’ maximum setback requirement for front yards that are not 
located within a courtyard plaza in the Urban Village Mixed Use Zoning Dis-
trict., for property located at 2801, 2815, & 2819 N. State St., 524 Lorenz 
Blvd., 511, 515, 519 & 523 Fondren Pl., in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A parcel of land being part of Block “E”  of Asylum Heights,  a subdivi-
sion, the map or plat of which is recorded in Plat Book 1 at Page 30 of the 
records in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County  at Jackson, 
Mississippi, and also being a part of Block “C” of Ridge Lawn, a subdivi-
sion,  the map or plat of which is recorded in Plat Book 1 at Page 77 of the 
said records, and being more particularly described by metes and bounds 
as follows, to wit:

Commence  at  a 5/8” iron  pin set at the  northwest  comer  of Lot  2 of 
the said Block “E”  of Asylum  Heights,  said  northwest  comer  being  the 
POINT OF BEGINNING for  the  parcel herein  described;  thence run North  
89°  42’ 56” West for a distance  of 287.00 feet along the southern  right of 
way line of Fondren Place to a 1” iron pipe found; thence leave said south-
ern right of way line of Fondren Place and run South 00° 08’ 47” West for a 
distance of 120.00 feet to a 5/8” iron pin set at the southern line of the said 
Block “E” of Asylum Heights; thence South  89° 22’ 00” East for a distance 
of 62.00 feet along the said southern line of Block “E” to a 5/8” iron pin set; 
thence South 88° 16’ 24” East for a distance of 103.89 feet along the said 
southern line of Block “E” to a 5/8” iron pin set; thence leave said southern 
line and run thence South 00°15’ 24” West for a distance of 3. 81 feet to a 
5/8” iron pin found at the northern line of the said Block “C” of Ridge Lawn; 
thence continue South 00° 15’ 24” West for a distance of 132.50 feet to a 
112” iron pin found at the northern right of way line of Lorenz Boulevard; 
thence South 88°56’ 21” East for a distance of 271.51 feet along the said 
northern right of way line to a hole in concrete at the western right of way 
line of North State Street; thence North 09° 00’ 50” West fora distance of 

134.56 feet along the said western right of way line to a 5/8” iron pin set at 
the northern right of way line of the said Block “C” of Ridge Lawn; thence 
continue North 9° 00’50” West for a distance of0.92 feet along the said 
western right of way line of North State Street to a 5/8” iron pin set at the 
said southern line of Block “E” of Asylum Heights; thence North 05°53’ 36” 
West for a distance of 65.15 feet along the said western right of way line 
of North State Street to a point of the line between Lots 1 and 2 of the said 
Block “E” of Asylum Heights to a 112” iron pin found; thence North 03° 13’ 
56” West for a distance of 64.62 feet along the said western right of way 
line of North State Street to a 5/8” iron pin set at the said southern right of 
way line of Fondren Place; thence North 89° 42’ 56” West for- a distance 
of 117.83 feet along the said southern right of way line of Fondren Place to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 1.9723 acres (85,915 square feet), 
more or less.

The bearings for this description are geodetic north based on solar obser-
vation

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Build-
ing, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, March 22, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or 
affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after 
which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any ob-
jection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the 
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Admin-
istrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is 
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning 
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to ac-
commodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of February 2017.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/2/2017, 3/16/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 3966

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
any way affected thereby, that Akili Kelly has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a ten (10) ft. Variance from 
the required twenty–five feet setback for the street side of corner lots in a 
R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District, for property located at Isaiah 
Montgomery St. (Parcel 147-61) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lot 41, less 50 feet S End Douglass Square.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
March 22, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of February 2017.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/2/2017, 3/16/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 3965

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
any way affected thereby, that Joel Fyke has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a six (6) ft. Variance from 
the fifty (50) feet setback requirement for accessory structures in the R-2 
(Single-Family & Two-Family) Residential District, for property located at 
1335 Linden Place. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, 
and being more particularly described as:

All of Lot Nineteen (19), plus ten (10) feet off the south side of Lot Eighteen 
(18), plus twenty (20) feet off the north side of Lot Twenty (20), in Pinehurst 
Place Subdivision; according to the map or plat of said Pinehurst Place 
Subdivision on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Surveyor’s Record Book “B”, at page 
105 thereof.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
March 22, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will 
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recom-
mendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be 
made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing 
thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a 
request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, 
the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 24th  day of February 2017.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/2/2017, 3/16/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 
ZONING CASE NO. 3967

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Randall J. Fishman, E. Nicholas Beli-
somo, Bobby Webb & Randi Belisomo has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from SUD 
Special Use District to C3 (General) Commercial District to allow for the 
redevelopment of the property for commercial purposes on property lo-
cated at 1001 W. County Line Rd. (Parcels 712-3-6 & 712-3-2), in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as:

Parcel 712-3-6

Commence at the intersection of the center line of Hanging Moss Road 
as relocated and the center line of County Line Road as both streets exist 
this date and run thence North 88° 59’ 30” East for a distance of 447.10 
feet to a point; run thence South 01° 00’ 30” East for a distance of 40.0 
feet to the point of beginning.

Run thence South 01° 00’ 30” East for a distance of200.0 feet to a point; 
run thence North 88° 59’ 30” East for a distance of 172.17 feet to a point; 
run thence South 40° 45’ 30” West for a distance of 205.13 feet to a point; 
run thence South 82° 27’ 30” West for a distance of 158.74 feet to a point; 
run thence North 85° 42’ 30” West for a distance of 161.56 feet to the point 
of curvature of  9.53° curve, having a central angle of 23° 22’ 17”, continue 
thence along said curve to the right for a distance of 245.23 feet to the 
point of tangency of said curve; run thence North 39° 52’ 30” East for a 
distance of 90.24 feet to a point; run thence North 77° 40’ 30” East for a 
distance of 251.41 feet to a point; run thence North 88° 59’ 30” East for a 
distance of 26.69 feet to the point of beginning.

The above described land lying and being situated in Northwest Quar-
ter of the Northeast Quarter (NW ¼ of NE ¼) of Section 3, Township 6 
North, Range 1 East, Hinds County, Mississippi, and containing 2.792 
acres more or less.

Parcel 712-3-2

ALL OF THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN 
THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH, 
RANGE 1 EAST, AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 

FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT A CONCRETE RIGHT-OF-WAY MONUMENT FOUND 
AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY OF 
HANGING MOSS ROAD AND THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY 
OF COUNTY LINE ROAD (ALSO KNOWN AS THE MADISON-HINDS 
COUNTY ROAD); THENCE ALONG THE WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY 
OF HANGING MOSS ROAD IN A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION SOUTH 01 
DEGREES 07 MINUTES 07 SECONDS WEST 59.19 FEET TO A CON-
CRETE RIGHT-OF-WAY MONUMENTF FOUND AT THE INTERSEC-
TION OF THE WESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY OF HANGING MOSS ROAD 
AND THE NORTHWESTERLY  RIGHT-OF-WAYOF  INTERSTE HIGH-
WAY 220; THENCE ALONG THE NORTHWESTERLY  RIGHT-OF-WAY 
OF INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 220 IN A SOUTHWESTERLY DIRECTION 
SOUTH 40 DEGREES 58 MINUTES 18 SECONDS WEST 188.80 FEET 
TO AN IRON PIN FOUND; THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 14 MINUTES 
00 SECONDS WEST 172.31 FEET TO AN IRON PIN FOUND; THENCE 
NORTH 00 DEGREES 46 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST 200.4 FEET 
TO AN IRON PIN SET ON THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY  OF 
COUNTY LINE ROAD; THENCE ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY OF CONTY LINE ROAD IN A EASTERLY DIRECTION NORTH 89 
DEGREES 14 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST 299.95 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING CONTAINING 1.17 ACRES.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 
200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednes-
day, March 22, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected 
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a 
record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make 
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made 
in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on 
said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need 
for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of February 2017.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/2/2017, 3/16/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESER-
VATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2017 AT 12:00 P.M. 
IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE 
WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACK-
SON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
     A.   OLD BUSINESS
         - NONE

     A.    NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2017-12, REQUEST BY: WALT WOFFORD, TO RE-
PLACE A DORMER WINDOW, REPLACE SIDING, ADD A TPO 
ROOF, AND REPURPOSE ORIGINAL WINDOW SASHES  AT 
1331 SAINT MARY STREET, LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN 
HISTORICAL DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2017-13, REQUEST BY: ED HARTMAN, TO ADD 
A 3’ PICKET FENCE IN FRONT OF HOUSE AND ADD A 12’ 
X 14’ ROOF OVER GRILLING AREA IN THE REAR OF THE 
HOUSE AT 1004 EUCLID AVE, LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN 
HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

3. CASE NO. 2017-15, REQUEST BY: RUFFIN LOWRY (AP-
PLICANT: TIM TAYLOR), TO RESIZE FOUR (4) FRONT WIN-
DOWS IN CENTER OF STRUCTURE TO ACCOMMODATE 
SHUTTERS (4” NARROWER) AT 1446 SAINT ANN STREET, 
LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORICAL DISTRICT.

4. CASE NO. 2017-16, REQUEST BY: LEO STEVENS (APPLI-
CANT: HOUSE WORKS), TO MAKE EXTERIOR ALTERA-
TIONS BY RESTORING FIRE DAMAGED PORTION TO PRE-
INCIDENT CONDITION. ADD SHED STYLE ROOF TO REAR 
OF HOME TO ALLOW FOR 2ND FLOOR BUILDOUT AT 1842 
LINDEN PLACE, LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORICAL 
DISTRICT.

5. CASE NO. 2017-17, REQUEST BY: REED B. HOGAN III, TO 
CONSTRUCT MAJOR ENTRY COLUMNS IN VARIOUS LO-
CATIONS AND TO CONSTRUCT SECONDARY ENTRY COL-
UMNS AT 4 SECONDARY ENTRANCES AT VARIOUS LOCA-
TIONS IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORICAL DISTRICT.

6. CASE NO. 2017-18, REQUEST BY: VARUNI KERN, TO RE-
MOVE FENCE ON EAST SIDE OF THE BACK YARD PROP-
ERTY LINE AND REPLACE WITH A NEW FENCE AT 112 
PINEHAVEN DRIVE, LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORI-
CAL DISTRICT.

7. CASE NO. 2017-19, REQUEST BY: MARY & ARNOLD SMITH 
(APPLICANT: JOHN WEAVER), TO REMOVE EXISTING 
DAMAGED CONCRETE STEPS AND REPLACE WITH NEW 
CONCRETE STEPS. PROPOSING TO ADD 2 PAIR OF BRICK 
PIERS AT THE BOTTOM OF CHEEK WALLS SIMILAR TO 
CHEEK WALLS AT EXISTING HOUSE STEPS AT 764 GIL-
LESPIE STREET, LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORICAL 
DISTRICT.

II. OTHER  ITEMS
III. ADJOURN

3/16/2017, 3/23/2017
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EMPLOYMENT

Office Assistant wanted - Full time position available for articulate individual 
with good clerical and computer skills. Fax resume to 601-981-0258.

3/16/2017
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REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS 
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

FOR UPPER TERMINAL ROADWAY REHABILITATION
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 011-17

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements of Qual-
ifications and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifications”) to 
provide engineering and related services (the “Services”) to JMAA in connec-
tion with an assessment of and any improvements to the structure (including 
subsurface and geotechnical conditions) of Upper Roadway (Vehicular Bridge) 
at Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport including design and con-
struction engineering and inspection services (the “Project”).

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifications to perform the Services at JMAA’s 
administrative offices, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wi-
ley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 
39208, until 3:00 p.m. central time on April 10, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifications received after the Dead-
line for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this 
Request for Statement of Qualifications (“RFQ”) is on file and open for public 
inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a 
copy of the RFQ, General Information for Respondents, Information Required 
from Respondents and Criteria for Selection. 

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from 
JMAA by contacting Mr. Chad G Parker, JMAA Procurement Specialist, as fol-
lows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 

Attention: Chad G Parker, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 516
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: cparker@jmaa.com

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on 
March 21, 2017, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the 
Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 
100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance at the Pre-Submis-
sion Conference is highly recommended for all those interested in submitting 
Statement of Qualifications as a Prime Consultants for the Work and persons 
seeking opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant. The benefits of at-
tendance include: networking opportunities between Prime Consultants and 
Sub-Consultants, as well as the opportunity to be included on a list of interested 
parties that will be published as part of the Minutes of the Pre-Submission Con-
ference; the opportunity to participate in a project review session, pose ques-
tions to be addressed in the Minutes of the meeting and participate in a site visit 
of the area covered in the scope of work.  No site visits will be scheduled other 
than the one provided during the Pre-Submission Conference.

Based on the Statement of Qualifications, JMAA will initiate negotiations with 
the Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an 
agreement, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable pe-
riod of time, then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Respondent.

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, 
in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an 
agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifications, for 
any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected 
by JMAA to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and 
irregularities in the selection process.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services solicited 
by this RFQ

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
3/9/2017 3/16/2017
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RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, TO EITHER ISSUE A SPE-
CIAL OBLIGATION BOND OF THE CITY FOR SALE TO THE MISSIS-
SIPPI DEVELOPMENT BANK OR ENTER INTO A LOAN WITH THE MIS-
SISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT BANK, EACH IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED NINETY MILLION DOLLARS ($90,000,000) 
TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE COSTS OF 
ROAD AND STREET REPAIR, RECONSTRUCTION AND RESURFAC-
ING PROJECTS AND TO PAY THE COSTS OF WATER, SEWER AND 
DRAINAGE PROJECTS; DIRECTING THE PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE 
OF SUCH INTENTION; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi (the “Gov-
erning Body”), acting for and on behalf of the City of Jackson, Mississippi 
(the “City”), is authorized by Sections 27-65-241 through 27-65-243, Mis-
sissippi Code of 1972, as amended and supplemented from time to time 
(the “One-Percent Act”), and Sections 31-25-1 et seq., Mississippi Code 
of 1972, as amended and supplemented from time to time (the “Bank Act” 
and together with the One-Percent Act, the “Act”), and other applicable laws 
of the State, to provide funding for the costs of road and street repair, re-
construction and resurfacing projects based on traffic patterns, need and 
usage, and paying the costs of water, sewer and drainage projects in accor-
dance with a master plan adopted by the commission established pursuant 
to subsection (7) of the One-Percent Act (the “Project”) either (a) through 
the issuance of a bond of the City (the “City Bond”) to be sold to the Mis-
sissippi Development Bank (the “Bank”), which City Bond may be secured 
by the proceeds of the special sales tax levied pursuant to the One-Percent 
Act (the “One-Percent Tax”) and any available revenues of the City, or (b) 
by entering into a loan with the Bank (the “Loan”), which Loan may be se-
cured by the proceeds of the One-Percent Tax and any available revenues 
of the City, each in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed Ninety 
Million Dollars ($90,000,000); and 

WHEREAS, the Project is in accordance with and in furtherance of the 
provisions of the Act; and

WHEREAS, as of February 1, 2017, the assessed value of all taxable prop-
erty within the City, according to the last completed assessment for taxa-
tion, is One Billion Two Hundred Twenty Two Million Two Hundred Ninety 
Six Thousand Nine Hundred Forty Seven Dollars ($1,222,296,947), and the 
City has outstanding bonded indebtedness as subject to the twenty percent 
(20%) debt limit prescribed by Section 2133303, Mississippi Code of 1972, 
as amended, in the amount of Three Hundred Forty Six Million Eight Hun-
dred Forty Two Thousand Six Hundred Eighteen Dollars ($346,842,618); 
and

WHEREAS, neither the City Bond nor the Loan, when added to the out-
standing bonded indebtedness of the City, including any indebtedness of 
the City issued subsequent to the adoption of this resolution but prior to the 
issuance of the City Bond or entering into the Loan, will result in indebted-
ness, both bonded and floating, exclusive of indebtedness not subject to 
the aforesaid twenty percent (20%) debt limit, of more than twenty percent 
(20%) of the assessed value of all taxable property within the City, and 
will not exceed any constitutional or statutory limitation upon indebtedness 
which may be incurred by the City; and

WHEREAS, there has been no increase in said bonded and floating indebt-
edness of the City since February 1, 2017; and

WHEREAS, it would be in the best interest of the City for the Governing 
Body to provide funding for the costs of the Project by borrowing money 
through the issuance of the City Bond or by entering into the Loan; and

WHEREAS, the City reasonably expects that it will incur expenditures in 
connection with the Project for which the City intends to reimburse itself 
with the proceeds of the City Bond or the Loan; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body is authorized and empowered by the Act 
to issue the City Bond or to enter into the Loan for the purposes herein 
set forth and there are no other available funds on hand or available from 
regular sources of income for such purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED AND ORDERED 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY, ACTING FOR AND ON BEHALF 
OF THE CITY, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. All of the matters and things recited in the premises sections of 

this resolution are found and determined to be true and accurate.
SECTION 2. This resolution is adopted pursuant to the Act, the Constitu-
tion, and other applicable laws of the State.

SECTION 3. The Governing Body, acting for and on behalf of the City, 
hereby declares its intention to either (a) issue and sell the City Bond to the 
Bank pursuant to the Act in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
Ninety Million Dollars ($90,000,000) or (b) enter into the Loan with the Bank 
pursuant to the Act to borrow money from the Bank in an aggregate princi-
pal amount not to exceed Ninety Million Dollars ($90,000,000). 

SECTION 4. The City Bond or the Loan will be issued for the purpose of 
financing the Project, as authorized by the Act.

SECTION 5. The City Bond may be issued in one or more series and, if 
issued, will not be a general obligation of the City but will be payable solely 
from and secured by the One-Percent Tax and any available revenues of 
the City. The Loan, if entered into, will not be a general obligation of the City 
and will be payable solely from and secured by the One-Percent Tax and 
available revenues of the City. Except for the One-Percent Tax, the taxing 
power of the City will not be pledged to the payment of the City Bond or the 
Loan. No special tax, other than the One-Percent Tax, will be levied by the 
City for the payment of the City Bond or the Loan.

SECTION 6. The Governing Body proposes to direct the issuance of all 
or any portion of the City Bond or to authorize the Loan in the amount and 
for the purposes and secured as aforesaid at a meeting of the Govern-
ing Body to be held at its usual meeting place located at City Hall in the 
City in Jackson, Mississippi, at the hour of 10:00 a.m. on April 4, 2017, or 
at some meeting or meetings subsequent thereto; provided, however, that 
if ten percent (10%) or Fifteen Hundred (1500), whichever is less, of the 
qualified electors of the City shall file a written protest with the City Clerk 
against the issuance of the City Bond or the authorization of the Loan on or 
before the aforesaid date and hour, then the City Bond shall not be issued 
nor shall the Loan be entered into unless approved at an election on the 
question thereof called and held as is provided by law; provided, further that 
if no protest is filed, then the City Bond may be issued and sold in one or 
more series or the City may enter into the Loan without an election on the 
question of the issuance thereof at any time within a period of two (2) years 
after April 4, 2017.

SECTION 7. In full compliance with the Act, the City Clerk is hereby di-
rected to publish a copy of this resolution once a week for at least three (3) 
consecutive weeks in The Mississippi Link and The Clarion Ledger, both 
newspapers published in and having a general circulation in the City and 
qualified under the provisions of Section 13 3 31, Mississippi Code of 1972, 
as amended, with the first publication being not less than twenty-one (21) 
days prior to the date set forth in Section 6 of this resolution, and the last 
publication being made not more than seven (7) days prior to such date.

SECTION 8. The City Clerk is hereby directed to procure from the publish-
ers of the aforesaid newspapers the customary proof of the publication of 
this resolution and the required notice and have the same before the Gov-
erning Body on the date and hour specified in Section 6 hereof.

SECTION 9. The City hereby declares its official intent to reimburse itself 
from the proceeds of the City Bond or the Loan for expenses incurred with 
respect to the Project subsequent to the date of this resolution and the 60-
day period immediately preceding the same. This resolution is intended as 
a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 1.150-2. The City 
Bond or the Loan will not exceed the aggregate principal amount of Ninety 
Million Dollars ($90,000,000).

SECTION 10. In the event any scrivener’s errors shall be discovered in 
this resolution after the adoption hereof but prior to the issuance of the 
City Bond or the entering into of the Loan, the City hereby authorizes and 
directs that each such scrivener’s error shall be corrected in all multiple 
counterparts of this resolution prior to the issuance of the City Bond or the 
entering into of the Loan.

SECTION 11. If any one or more of the provisions of this resolution shall for 
any reason be held to be illegal or invalid, such illegality or invalidity shall 
not affect any of the other provisions of this resolution, but this resolution 
shall be construed and enforced as if such illegal or invalid provision or 
provisions had not been contained herein.

3/9/2017 3/16/2017 3/23/2017 3/30/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS
 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 77-3-16 of the Mississippi Code of 
1972, as amended, requesting names to be added to a list of contractors and 
suppliers qualified to perform contracts within the scope of proposed utility proj-
ects concerning construction, extension, and/or repair of electric public utility 
facilities for or on behalf of Entergy Mississippi, Inc. Names of qualified contrac-
tors or suppliers desiring to be added to such list may be submitted to supplier-
qualification@entergy.com.

Please include contact information, type of contractor or supplier and a descrip-
tion of qualifications. Questions Call 1-844-387-9675.

3/9/2017 thru 12/28/2017

“ W h i s p e r s  i n  t h e  C e d a r s ”  
Candlelight 

Cemetery Tours
in Port Gibson, Mississippi

March 31st and April 1st
Performances begin every 30

minutes each night from 6-8:30

Call 601-437-5097  for information/tickets. 
Prices:$25 (adults), $12 (under 17).
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in Port Gibson, Mississippi

March 31st and April 1st
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minutes each night from 6-8:30

Call 601-437-5097  for information/tickets. 
Prices:$25 (adults), $12 (under 17).
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NOTICE

3/9/2017 3/16/2017

Help Wanted
Drivers: $4,000 Orientation Completion Bonus!

Unique Dedicated Fleet! 
Excellent Mid-$60’s Annual Pay, 
Full Benefits! 1yr Class-A CDL 

Call: 1-855-856-7985
2/9 2/16 2/23 3/2 3/9

LEGAL

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS
 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 77-3-16 of the Mississippi Code of 
1972, as amended, requesting names to be added to a list of contractors and 
suppliers qualified to perform contracts within the scope of proposed utility proj-
ects concerning construction, extension, and/or repair of electric public utility 
facilities for or on behalf of Entergy Mississippi, Inc. Names of qualified contrac-
tors or suppliers desiring to be added to such list may be submitted to supplier-
qualification@entergy.com.

Please include contact information, type of contractor or supplier and a descrip-
tion of qualifications. Questions Call 1-844-387-9675.

3/9/2017 thru 12/28/2017

EMPLOYMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: Mississippi Regional Housing Authority VI 
is seeking a qualified applicant to fill the position of Administrative Assistant. 
This position is primarily responsible for providing administrative support and 
the selected applicant will perform a variety of assigned administrative duties. 
Candidate must be computer literate, possess highly effective oral and written 
communication skills, well organized and able to manage multiple tasks and as-
signments. Candidate’s preferred education is a bachelor’s degree or suitable 
related experience. Applicants should submit a letter of interest along with a 
current resume to: Linda Durr, Human Resource Specialist, Mississippi Regional 
Housing Authority VI, P.O. Box 8746, Jackson, MS 39284-8746. Closing date for 
receipt of resumes is March 31, 2017. EOE 

3/16/2017, 3/23/2017

EMPLOYMENT

Occupancy Specialist: The Mississippi Regional Housing Authority No. VI is 
seeking qualified applicants to fill the position of Occupancy Specialist. This 
position is responsible for eligibility determination and certification of Section 8 
participants. Candidates should hold a bachelor’s degree or suitable combina-
tion of public housing and/or social service related experience. Candidate must 
have effective communication skills and be computer literate. Applicants should 
submit a letter of interest along with a current resume to: Linda Durr, Human Re-
source Specialist, Mississippi Regional Housing Authority No. VI, P.O. Box 8746, 
Jackson, MS 39284-8746. Closing Date is March 31, 2017. EOE. 

3/16/2017, 3/23/2017

EMPLOYMENT

MAIL CLERK: The Mississippi Regional Housing Authority No.VI is seeking 
qualified applicants to fill this position. This position is primarily responsible 
for managing all incoming and outgoing mail. Duties include daily mail pickup, 
sorting, logging and the timely distribution of incoming mail and the processing 
of all outgoing mail. Candidate must possess a valid driver’s license; have the 
physical capability to lift mail trays weighing at least ten pounds, and must be 
computer literate. Applicants should submit a letter of interest along with a cur-
rent resume to: Linda Durr, Human Resource Specialist, Mississippi Regional 
Housing Authority No. VI, P.O. Box 8746, Jackson, MS 39284-8746. Closing 
date for receipt of resumes is March 31, 2017. EOE 

3/16/2017, 3/23/2017

EMPLOYMENT

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC: Mississippi Regional Housing Authority VI 
is seeking a qualified applicant to fill the position of Maintenance Mechanic. 
This position is primarily responsible for repairing/ maintaining property and 
building systems. Experience in the building trades (i.e. carpentry, electrical, 
plumbing) is desirable. The selected candidate must be able to work indepen-
dently and exercise good judgment in resolving various issues regarding the 
job responsibilities. Candidate must possess a valid driver’s license and at 
least two (2) years practical work experience in building maintenance/repairs 
is preferred. An equivalent combination of education, training, and experience 
may be considered in the absence of preferred years of work experience. Ap-
plicants should submit a letter of interest along with a current resume to: Linda 
Durr, Human Resource Specialist, Mississippi Regional Housing Authority VI, 
P.O. Box 8746, Jackson, MS 39284-8746. Closing date for receipt of resumes 
is March 31, 2017. EOE. 

3/16/2017, 3/23/2017
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Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $4500 of each lot and then a 1% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, March 22nd &
Thur., March 23rd, 2017 • 9am

1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi

Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Farm Tractors, Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc. & More

Day 2: Selling Dozers, Excavators, Motor Graders, Off Road Trucks,
Rubber-tired Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction
Eq., Forklifts, Logging Eq., Service Trucks, Water Trucks & More
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AS SEEN ON

TV
      

®

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-513-0368

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®
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Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-513-0368

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

MediaBids - Life Alert
I Live Alone
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

OPPORTUNITY TO GET PAID DAILY.
Great Home Business. Please call 832-
225-5055 first. Ask about $100 cash
referral! Fred, 601-202-4477, fredcor-
n e l l @ l e g a l s h i e l d a s s o c i a t e . c o m .
LegalShield, Independent Associate.

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA certification to fix planes. Approved
for military benefits. Financial Aid if qual-
ified. Job placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 866-
367-2510

LOCAL DRIVERS WANTED! Be your
own boss.  Flexible hours.  Unlimited
earning potential. Must be 21 with valid
U.S. drivers license,   insurance and reli-
able vehicle.  Call 888-406-8989

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.

ATTENTION SMOKERS: Stop smoking
with TBX-FREE! Clinically proven & FDA
Approved!  More effective than patch or
gum! Fast acting – No Side Effects.  88%
success rate! Just $1.67 per day!  Call
844-359-8767

FUNERALS CAN BE VERY EXPENSIVE.
Can your loved ones afford it? Protect
them with Final Expense Insurance. Call
today to learn more: 800-614-1908

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details.
855-400-8263
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/month Internet
(where available). FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR.
CALL 1-800-319-2526
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From
$50/Month, includes FREE Genie
HD/DVR & 3 months HBO, SHOWTIME,
CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get a $50 Gift Card.
Call 855-743-4753
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year
Price Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T
Wireless. Over 145 Channels PLUS
Popular Movie Networks for Three
Months, No Cost! Call 1- 800-215-6713
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING at discounted rates. To place your ad
call Sue at 601-981-3060.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS:  You may qualify for Disability if you
have a health condition that prevents you
from working for a year or more.   Call
now! 844-488-4549
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 +
FREE Shipping!  100% guaranteed.  CALL
NOW:  844-821-3242

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offer-
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BAT-
TERIES for Life!  Call to start your free
trial!  855-701-0210
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 877-863-6359
OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  888-964-
0893
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 866-508-2084
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

H e a l t h  &  We l l n e s sA d o p t i o n

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e

E m p l o y m e n t - M e d i c a l

B u s i n e s s  O p p .

C l a s s e s  /  T r a i n i n g

F i n a n c i a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

Week of March 12, 2017

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

Statewide Needs
RN’s, LPN’s & CNA's

8 & 12-hr shifts 
PRN & Part-time

Sign-on Bonus with great pay.

Jackson-Metro Needs
CMA’s, MT’s & Receptionists

Call staffing @
601-933-0037.

southernhealthcare.com

CD OR IRA COMING DUE?
Earn 14% first year guaranteed.
Includes first year bonus. Call -

O’Mire Financial Services
601-957-3841.
Member BBB.

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

What’s the Smart �ing?

85% of adults with advanced degrees 
read newspapers!*

Newspapers deliver the strongest audience:  an audience that al-
ways includes the most powerful consumers, the most educated

citizens, and the most involved business and government leaders. 

�e smart thing is to advertise in newspapers!
*Pulse Research, June 2016

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org
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�e smart thing is to advertise in newspapers!
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Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 15MARCH 16 - 22, 2017

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-855-584-8517
www.dental50plus.com/mspress

*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact 
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)

6096C                                                                     MB16-NM001Gc

www.dental50plus.com/mspress

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact 
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Selling Mississippi Grown Horticulture Crops
Bedding Plants, Flowering Perennials, Vegetables, Foliage Plants & More

JACKSON - 20th Anniversary
March 17-19, 2017 Fri 9-5pm, Sat 9-5, 
Sun 11-4 • Adults $6 
MS Trade Mart on the State Fairgrounds

Plants! Plants! Plants!
Multiple vendors in one location offering 
everything you need to jumpstart Spring!

Featuring
Norman Winter
“The Garden Guy”
at the Jackson Show

Mississippi Nursery
& Landscape Association
601-919-8111 • www.msnla.org
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Selling Mississippi Grown Horticulture Crops
Bedding Plants, Flowering Perennials, Vegetables, Foliage Plants & More

JACKSON - 20th Anniversary
March 17-19, 2017 Fri 9-5pm, Sat 9-5, 
Sun 11-4 • Adults $6 
MS Trade Mart on the State Fairgrounds

Plants! Plants! Plants!
Multiple vendors in one location offering 
everything you need to jumpstart Spring!

Featuring
Norman Winter
“The Garden Guy”
at the Jackson Show

Mississippi Nursery
& Landscape Association
601-919-8111 • www.msnla.org
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Garden Extravaganza (2)

Jackson date only
Wk of March 12
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A few weeks ago, the AFRO 
Sports Desk debated if the Wash-
ington Wizards were built to be 
contenders for a deep playoff run. 
But after an impressive week that 
saw the Wizards start a five-game 
road trip out west by winning 
their first four games, it might be 
time to recalculate Washington’s 
chances at winning the whole 
thing.

The Wizards have been on fire 
lately and, at press time, are only 
two-and-a-half games away from 
first place in the Eastern Confer-
ence. The team is playing argu-
ably the best basketball in the 
league. So, can Washington win 
the title?

Perry Green and Stephen D. 
Riley, of the AFRO Sports Desk 
debate this exciting question.

Riley: Washington’s roster 
isn’t brimming with star power 
but from top to bottom it might 
be the most complete team in the 
NBA. Through advanced basket-
ball metrics, John Wall and Brad-
ley Beal have been rated as high 

as the second best backcourt in 
the league. Forwards Otto Porter 
Jr. and Markieff Morris are ath-
letic enough at their positions to 
be effective on most nights while 
still spreading the floor with their 
deep shooting touches. Centers 
Marcin Gortat and Ian Mahinmi 
provide defense, rebounding and 
inside scoring at all times over 
the course of the game. Washing-
ton could win it all.

Green: The team is solid, but 
they lack that star power that 
you need to win in today’s NBA. 
When superstar players like 
LeBron James, Kyrie Irving and 
Steph Curry get going, there’s not 
much you can do to stop them. 
We’re fresh off a NBA finals 
domination from James that was 
unreal. That’s what superstars do 
and I’m not sure if Washington 
can match that.

Riley: It hasn’t just been about 
the starters. Washington’s roster 
has finally been rounded out with 
key reserves like Bojan Bogda-
novic and Brandon Jennings. 
We’ve seen in prior seasons that 
the team playing the best basket-

ball at the end of the season is 
the one that wins no matter the 
strength of the opponent. A bal-
anced roster and strong coach-
ing are key ingredients and the 
Wizards have both. Coach Scott 
Brooks has been amazing and 
has the entire roster in sync. The 
way Washington is playing, they 
could match up with any team 
over a seven-game series.

Green: I’d be anxious to see 
them against James and Irving in 
a playoff series. We already saw 
how Cleveland’s two superstars 
piloted them in a 140-135 over-
time win Feb. 6. James recorded 
32 points, 17 assists and seven re-
bounds, dominating the Wizards 
at times. Washington deserves 
credit for how well it’s been play-
ing but there’s not a large enough 
sample size of game-play to de-
finitively declare Washington as 
the next NBA champs.

The AFRO is a member publi-
cation of the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association.

Learn more about becoming a 
member at www.nnpa.org.

Jermaine O’Neal believes that 
in order to get to the next level, 
both players and their parents 
need to understand that there are 
a number of factors that go into 
developing a young athlete. 

“My mission is to create the 
total player,” says O’Neal. “Not 
just from a performance training 
and skills development stand-
point, but also from an emotional 
wellness, leadership and charac-
ter standpoint as well. We want to 
develop kids for college. That’s 
the ultimate goal.”

O’Neal’s skills academy – and 
his 90,000 Sq. Ft. facility, slated 
to open in September, will em-
body his total player develop-
ment approach, providing pre-
mier services like on-site sports 
performance training and nutri-
tional coaching.

O’Neal, a resident of 
Southlake, is ever-focused on 
giving back to the community 
through sports. The vision for 
the Drive Nation Sports Com-
plex and the Drive Nation Skills 
Academy is to create well-round-
ed, dynamic players through ex-
cellent physical training, skills 
development, and elite-level 
coaching that is unmatched, not 
only in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area, but Texas itself.

“If you develop kids physical-

ly, mentally and emotionally, the 
right way, from a young age, you 
are preparing them for success 
not only on the court or playing 
field in the form of scholarships, 
but for the game of life itself,” 
says O’Neal of his player devel-
opment strategy.

The unique approach, which 
cultivates mental toughness, dis-
cipline and character has been 
paying off for those closest to 
Jermaine, including his daughter 
Asjia, a junior in high school and 
an outstanding volleyball player, 
and his 10-year old son Jermaine 
Jr. a talented young basketball 
player, determined to follow in 
his father’s footsteps.

Along with his other highly-
qualified coaches, O’Neal brings 
over two decades of professional 
experience to the Drive Nation 

Skills Academy which is now ac-
cepting registrations for boys and 
girls of all ages (grades 3-12) and 
skill levels. As a part of the Total 
Player Development Academy 
philosophy the goal is to treat 
each and every player with the 
same amount of respect, regard-
less of their skill level.

The Drive Nation Sports Facil-
ity, located on 16.2 acres at the 
DFW airport, will feature more 
than 90,000 square feet of indoor 
space, including basketball and 
volleyball courts, player lounges, 
a 10,000 Sq. Ft. weight room, 
performance training area and a 
50-yard all-purpose indoor turf 
area, among other amenities.  

The project will be managed 
by the industry-leading out-
sourced management firm, the 
Sports Facilities Management.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION 
PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR 
JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Can the Washington 
Wizards win the NBA title?

NBA All-Star Jermaine O’Neal drives new player 
development paradigm for young athletes

Perry Green and Stephen D. Riley
AFRO, NNPA member

drivenationsports.com

Perry Green of the Washington AFRO says that the Washington Wizards have a solid team, but they lack the 
star power that they need to win in today’s NBA. This photo of John Wall of the Washington Wizards was taken 
during a game against the Toronto Raptors at Verizon Center November 2, 2016 in Washington, D.C. KEITH AL-
LISON/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Six-time NBA All-Star, Jermaine O’Neal is dedicated to building a new 
player development paradigm that impacts the health, wellness, and 
education of local athletes. And, he isn’t waiting for the completion of 
his state-of-the-art $10.4 million-dollar sports facility to take action. 
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HEALTH

Delta Sigma Theta Jackson Alumni Chapter 
to sponsor blood drive at Tougaloo College
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National Women and Girls HIV/
AIDS Awareness Day (NWGHAAD) 
is observed annually March 10 to 
highlight the importance of women 
and girls taking action to protect 
themselves and their partners from 
HIV through prevention, testing and 
treatment.

Sponsored by the Office on Wom-
en’s Health of the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, this 
year’s NWGHAAD theme is “The 
Best Defense is a Good Offense.” As 
an organization concerned with the 
health and well being of black, LG-
BTQ and same gender loving com-
munities, we want to encourage all of 
our sisters – transgender, lesbian, bi-
sexual, queer, heterosexual and SGL – 
to get tested. Our power lies in know-
ing our status and taking measures to 
prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS in all 
community.

We know that black women 
are more likely than any other 
group of women to be infected 
with HIV. So it is imperative 
that we have conversations 
about prevention and reducing 
risk among women in our com-
munity. Recognizing that many 
women are unaware of meth-
ods to prevent HIV infection 
beyond practicing safer sex and 
avoiding high risk behaviors 
like intravenous drug use, we 
embarked on a public education 
campaign to promote the use 

of Pre-exposure Prophylaxis 
(PrEP) among black women. 
Since 2015, the National Black 
Justice Coalition (NBJC) has 
worked to educate black cis-
gender and transgender women 
about the benefits of PrEP and 
comprehensive HIV prevention 
strategies.

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, new HIV diagnoses among 
women declined by 40 percent 

between 2005 and 2014. We 
believe that they continue to be 
on the decline, but there is still 
more work to do to ensure that 
we reach a day when there are 
no new HIV infections in our 
community.

On this National Women and 
Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day, we ask that you join us 
in taking a stand against HIV/
AIDS by getting tested and talk-
ing to your sisters about PrEP!

The 16th annual Farmer Jim Neal Golf 
Classic is set for Friday, April 7, at Whis-
per Lake Country Club in Madison.

The format is a four-person scramble 
with a double shotgun start, the first at 8 
a.m., the second at 1 p.m. A special ladies 
flight is planned again this year for the 8 
a.m. slot. Proceeds from the tournament 
benefit Friends of Mississippi State Hos-
pital, Inc., a volunteer, non-profit organi-
zation that promotes awareness of mental 
health issues and raises funds for projects 
that enhance the quality of life for pa-
tients and residents at the hospital.

“The Farmer Jim Neal Golf Classic is 
one of our biggest fund-raising events, 
and we appreciate the show of support we 
have received from the community over 
the years,” said Sheila Shows, volunteer 
services director at MSH. “The golf is the 
main event, but it’s also a day of great 
food, fun and fellowship.”

Contribution levels begin at $125 for 
an individual golfer; $80 for ladies flight 
only; $650 for a par sponsorship; $470 for 
ladies flight par sponsorship. Breakfast, 
lunch and dinner are provided, and each 
participant receives a goody bag.

A total of $6,500 in prizes will be 
awarded for longest drive, double eagle, 
longest putt, closest-to-the-hole and holes 
in one. There will also be senior and la-
dies-only awards plus a chance to win a 
car.

The tournament is named in honor of 
the late “Farmer Jim” Neal, a Jackson ra-
dio personality and state legislator whose 
involvement with Mississippi State Hos-
pital traces back to the 1950s. On the air-
waves for decades, he was a strong ad-
vocate of community service, volunteer 
work and charity. That spirit of service 
carries on in this golf tournament, which 
is the largest fundraiser of the year for the 
Friends organization.

Sponsors for this year’s tournament in-
clude BankPlus and Valley.

MSH, a program of the Mississippi De-
partment of Mental Health, was founded 
in 1855 and helps the individuals it serves 
achieve mental wellness by encouraging 
hope, promoting safety and supporting re-
covery. The hospital is accredited by the 
Joint Commission.

For more information about regis-
tration or sponsorships, contact Sheila 
Shows at 601-351-8377.

The Delta Sigma Theta Jackson Alumni 
Chapter is sponsoring a blood drive with 
Mississippi Blood Services (MBS) at Touga-
loo College Saturday, March 25, from 8 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.

The MBS donor coach will be at Touga-
loo College. Donors will receive an MBS 
T-shirt. Donors can now check their total 
cholesterol on their MBSConnect Account.

Donating blood is safe, simple and it saves 

lives.
Donors must be at least 16 years old (16- 

and 17-year olds must have signed parental 
consent; visit our Web site for a copy of the 
form), weigh at least 110 pounds and have a 
valid ID.

Visit us at msblood.com or call us at (888) 
90-BLOOD (902-5663) for information. You 
can also visit our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/give2live and follow MS-
bloodservices on Twitter. #Give1Save3.

Playing slots, sponsorships available 
for Farmer Jim Neal Golf Classic April 7
Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

NBJC observes Women 
and Girls HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day



BOOK REVIEW:
“MY BROWN BABY”
BYDENENE MILLNER
  C.2017, BOLDEN 
  $16.00 / $22.95 CANADA  •  272 PAGES

Raising a child is quite a chal-
lenge.

When they’re small, you feel 
as though the entire world is dan-
gerous. As they grow, you waffle 
between encouragement and fear, 
wings for them and tears for you. 
Teenagers, well, they’re a whole 
separate category and in the new 
book “My Brown Baby” by De-
nene Millner, some parents have 
even more to worry about.

It’s not an overgeneralization 
to say that all moms want the 
same things for their kids: kind-

ness, honesty, trustworthiness, 
success, love, to mention a few. 
Every mom teaches those things 
but, says Millner, African-Amer-
ican mothers parent their kids 
differently than do other mothers.

It often starts when a brown 
baby is born.

When her first daughter en-
tered the world, Millner says that, 
though she was married, insured, 
and well-employed, the hospital 
treated her reprehensibly and she 
had to be vocal about it – some-
thing that she says other mothers 
of color have experienced. She 
was also criticized for wanting to 

breast-feed her child, and again 
for breast-feeding as long as she 
did.

Millner, mother of two young 
women, remembers the joys 
– oh, the joys! – and the aggra-
vations of having small daugh-
ters. Raising brown girls means 
teaching them to love their curly 
hair and their “bubble-butts.” 
It means making them under-
stand that they might never have 
straight blonde hair but that boys 
will still like them. It’s showing 
them how to love their bodies by 
loving yours.

Raising older children of color 

means being sure they under-
stand their history, so they know 
why certain rap songs are inap-
propriate. It’s giving them confi-
dence to explore, swim, bike (but 
not too far), and play to win. 

No matter how hard it is to find 
a bedspread with black ballerinas 
on it, it means you keep looking. 
You’ll particularly need to teach 
confidence.

You’ll learn to heed some ad-
vice, ignore others, and either 
reach for your own mother or 
miss her fiercely. And if, like 
Millner’s stepson, your child is 
a boy who’s almost a man, rais-

ing him means making sure he 
knows the warnings…

Much like morning sickness, 
weight gain, and pregnancy, ad-
vice arrives right along with the 
announcement of a new baby. 
Some of it’s crazy-talk, while 
some of it – like what’s inside 
“My Brown Baby” – is absolute-
ly useful.

While the shelves are full to 
bursting with pregnancy and 
childrearing books, author De-
nene Millner tackles the sub-
ject from a different angle, one 
that’s perhaps more rare and that 
speaks directly to parents without 

a lot of fuss. Millner uses humor, 
but it’s clear when she’s being se-
rious; she’s also common-sense 
and offers a nice mix of old-
school, modern ideas, and new 
viewpoints on things your mama 
never had to consider.

While Millner says this book 
is for parents of color – which 
is true – a white mother might 
find some useful advice in here; 
even though this book isn’t for 
her, there’s no denying that some 
things are universal. Still, “My 
Brown Baby” is for just what it 
says and your brown baby will 
appreciate it.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Aldis Hodge is perhaps best known for his role as 
Alec Hardison on the TNT series Leverage which 
nabbed a People’s Choice Award in 2013, in addition 
to his role as MC Ren in Straight Outta Compton. 
Furthermore, he starred in the Amazon pilot The Af-
ter and enjoyed a recurring role on the AMC Revolu-
tionary War drama Turn: Washington’s Spies.

Aldis appeared opposite Alexander Skarsgard and 
Ellen Page in the eco-terrorism thriller “The East.” 
And he appeared in A Good Day to Die Hard, the 
latest installment of the “Die Hard” franchise.

Aldis started his career at three as a model for print 
ads and commercials. He made the transition to the 
small screen when he and his brother Edwin were 
cast on Sesame Street. Later, they joined the Tony-
winning revival of Showboat on Broadway. 

During that period, he parlayed his success on 
stage into a movie career, debuting in Die Hard with 
a Vengeance, before making Bed of Roses, The Stone 
House, Edmond, The Ladykillers and Big Momma’s 
House. Aldis’ television roles include the critically-
acclaimed series Friday Night Lights, Supernatural, 
The Walking Dead, Girlfriends, American Dreams, 
City of Angels, Bones, CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion, ER, Cold Case, Charmed and Boston Public.

Born in Jacksonville, North Carolina, but raised 
in New York and New Jersey, Aldis is an avid script-
writer, designer and painter in addition to acting. 
Here, he talks about playing Levi Jackson in the 
Oscar-nominated Hidden Figures and about repris-
ing the role of Noah on the television series Under-
ground about the Underground Railroad which just 
started its second season on the WGN America net-
work.

Kam Williams: Hi Aldis, I’m honored to have 
this opportunity to speak with you.

Aldis Hodge: I appreciate your time as well, Kam.
KW: Congratulations on the second season of 

Underground. What first interested you in doing the 
series?

AH: I enjoyed the way the story was written. I 
was intrigued by the narrative showing people rising 
up and fighting for their freedom.

KW: What can we expect to see new this season.
AH: I’ll put it like this, brother. Everybody 

thought it couldn’t get crazier or more dangerous, 
but it does. Last year, everyone was focused on this 
idea of freedom and just getting off the plantation 
without contemplating the harsh reality of what that 
really meant. At the end of the season, we were pret-
ty much split up. Now, you get a pretty introspective 
view of each character. We’re all dealing with the 
consequences of what transpired last season in our 
own way. My character, Noah, was learning what it 
meant to try to be a leader. This season, he’s learn-
ing more about who he is as a man. Right now, the 
strength of his love for Rosalee [played by Jurnee 
Smollett-Bell] is more important to him than free-
dom, whereas last year was purely about survival.

KW: What’s it like acting opposite Jurnee?
AH: She’s awesome. That’s my road dog right 

there. Our characters go through so much together 
this season that we have to depend on each other 
emotionally as actors. We didn’t share a lot of scenes 
together because our story focuses on Noah and Ro-
salee’s trying to get back to each other. We see that 
their love transcends their situation. There’s still a 
very powerful connection between them, and we had 
to develop that. So, we had to take a different ap-
proach, and Jurnee was there 100 percent of the way. 
She is an absolute beast.

KW: What’s it been like working a real-life icon, 
Harriet Tubman, into the story?

AH: It’s great that we get to honor Tubman’s leg-

acy through a real-life representation, although we’d 
already paid tribute to her last season. It’s not really 
a different approach. The only thing that’s changed 
is that we have a fantastic actress in Aisha Hinds 
materializing Tubman. Aisha does a fantastic job of 
enabling us to explore who Harriet Tubman was.

KW: Congratulations on Hidden Figures’ win 
at the Screen Actors Guild awards. Were you sur-
prised?

AH: It was a huge surprise. We were all blown 
away. The girls [Taraji P. Hensen, Janelle Monae and 
Octavia Spencer] were all crying, and I think I might 
have dropped a tear or two, too. The film has gotten 
so much love. It was awesome because this award 
was coming directly from a pool of several hundred 
thousand actors. Our peers. So, we were very grate-
ful.

KW: Why do you think Hidden Figures has made 
the most money of all the movies nominated for the 
Best Picture Oscar?

AH: It’s absolutely because of the message. 
Granted, a big part is that people will go to the the-
ater and enjoy it. But I think the primary reason it’s 
been so effective is that it represents the antidote to 
some of the cultural issues we’re still dealing with 
as a nation. It illustrates what can be accomplished 
when you look beyond the prejudices and stereo-
types and allow equality to win out overall. These 
women accomplished what they did in spite of seg-
regated bathrooms, and not having equal pay or the 
right to vote. That made it an inspiring film for both 
little girls and boys. It’s exactly what America needs 
right now. 

KW: Your mom is from the South and your father 
is from Dominica. Did they ever talk to you when 
you were growing up about any racial discrimination 
they experienced?

AH: Yes,my mom experienced racism. She was 
harassed by the KKK several times. And I experi-
enced racism myself, growing up. In New Jersey, we 
had trash thrown on our lawn every day. And we had 
the lines to our Christmas lights cut three years in 
a row. We just stopped putting up Christmas lights 
after that. That’s probably why I still don’t put up 
any lights during the holidays. People talk about Jim 
Crow as if it’s dead. Jim Crow isn’t gone. It’s adjust-
ed. Look at the disproportionate sentences meted out 
to blacks caught up in the criminal justice system. 
There’s a problem when people profit from putting 
and keeping African Americans in prison. We need 
to do a better job as a nation understanding the real 
values the country’s built upon in terms of fairness, 
equality and equal opportunity. That’s why I like be-
ing a part of projects like Hidden Figures and Un-
derground. They illustrate mistakes of the past we 
need not repeat, as well as the beauty of the progress 
achieved when everybody cares about the under-
privileged.

KW: Keep up the good work, Aldis, and I look 
forward to speaking with you again soon.

AH: Likewise, Kam. Thank you.

Interview
Badinage with Brother Hodge!

The “Underground/Hidden Figures” interview
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By Kam Williams
Columnist
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Women for Progress
“Salute to Women 2017”

March 7, 2017 • Wasabi Restaurant • Jackson, Miss.
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

RIBEYE
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$899

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

RUMP
ROAST

PER  LB.

$279

FRESH

BONELESS
PORK LOIN

PER  LB.

$159

COUNTRY  CROCK

SPREAD
MARGARINE
15  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$4 

ASSORTED  VARIETIES

YOPLAIT  YOGURT
4 - 6  OZ.  CUP ........................... 

10/$5
BRIGHT  &  EARLY

BREAKFAST
DRINK
59  OZ.  ..................................... 

$100  

WHITE  OR  YELLOW

PICTSWEET
CHUB  CORN
16  OZ. ..................................... 

4/$5
SELECT  FROZEN

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
10  OZ. .....................................  

3/$5
MRS.  SMITH'S  FROZEN

FLAKY  CRUST
FRUIT  PIES
35 - 37  OZ.  ................................. 

$399 

SELECT  PEPPERRIDGE  FARMS

TEXAS  TOAST  &
GARLIC  BREAD
9.5 - 11.75  OZ. ............................. 

2/$5

piggly wiggly

RED  OR  WHITE  SEEDLESS

GRAPES
PER  LB.

$199
FLORIDA  HONEY

TANGERINES
3  LB.  BAG

$349

SELECT 

LIBBY'S
VEGETABLES

14.5 - 15  OZ.  CANS

59¢

FRESH  GREEN

CABBAGE
3  LBS.

$100
BAGGED  RUSSET

POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$249

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

BLUE  BELL
ICE  CREAM

HALF  GAL.  ROUND

$500

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

BEEF  BOTTOM

ROUND  
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$299
GWALTNEY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.  PKG.

$299

SAVINGS  ON

BONELESS
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$199
BRYAN  SLICED

BOLOGNA
REGULAR,  THICK,  GARLIC,  12  OZ.

2/$3

2  PACK

PORK
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$199
ORIGINAL,  BUN  LENGTH,  OR  TURKEY

BALL  PARK
FRANKS

15  OZ.

2/$4


