
VATICAN CITY - Argentine 
Jorge Bergoglio was elected 
pope Wednesday, March 13, 
2013. He is the first ever from 
the Americas and the first from 
outside Europe in more than a 
millennium. He chose the name 
Pope Francis.

After announcing “Habemus 
Papum” - “We have a pope!” - a 
cardinal standing on the balcony 
of St. Peter’s Basilica revealed 
the identity of the new pontiff, 
using his Latin name. 

Bergoglio reportedly finished 
second in the 2005 conclave that 
produced Benedict XVI - who in 
February 2013 became the first 
pope to resign in 600 years.

The 76-year-old Bergoglio, 
the current archbishop of Buenos 
Aires, has spent nearly his entire 

career at home in Argentina, 
overseeing churches and “shoe-
leather” priests.

www.mississippilink.com
Vol. 19, No. 21 50¢MArch 14 - 20, 2013

Alcorn State 
University to 
host Summit on 
Diversity and 
Inclusion

JPS basketball 
dominance 
continues

Share this issue with a friend
by mailing it to:

Page 5 Page 9 Page 16

Wells Fargo 
commits to 
lending $55 
billion to women-
owned businesses

In
sid

e

The theme for celebration of 
the 105th Founders’ Day of the 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority In-
corporated Chapters was “Em-
bracing Our Legacy: Reflections 
of Sisterhood Through Timeless 
Service.”

The women who make up the 
chapters celebrated the rich lega-
cy of Alpha Kappa Alpha and its 
continued dedication to service 
in the community, also serving 
as a reflection of why “Women’s 
History Month” is observed.

Guest speaker, Dr. Beverly 
Wade Hogan, president of Tou-
galoo College and an AKA mem-
ber, gave an inspiring and chal-
lenging address that encouraged 
those in attendance to “overcome 
the common stereotypes associ-
ated with women and to exude 
confidence in all actions.”

Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Incorporated was founded 
Jan. 15, 1908, on the campus of 
Howard University in Washing-
ton, D.C. It is the oldest Greek-
lettered organization established 
by African-American college-
educated women and today is 
international.  

It is comprised of over 260,000 
members in graduate and under-
graduate chapters in the United 
States, the U. S. Virgin Islands, 
the Caribbean, Canada, Japan, 
Germany, Korea, and various Af-
rican countries.  

The Beta Delta Omega Chap-
ter was chartered in 1934, and 
Gamma Omicron and Gamma 
Rho chapters were chartered in 
1949. All three of these chapters 

have maintained vital roles in 
community service in the Jack-
son and Tougaloo areas.

Beta Delta Omega President 
Dr. Armerita Tell and Vice Presi-
dent Andrea Miles agreed that 
the Founders Day event exempli-
fied and highlighted the history 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha and the 
three host chapters.

Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr., 
Hinds County Administrator 

Carmen Davis, and Representa-
tive Kimberly Campbell Buck 
attended and brought greetings. 

Maintaining the ideal of serv-
ing others, the guests donated 
canned goods to the pantry at 
Anderson United Methodist 
Church, where the celebration 
was held. 

On Sunday, March 
10, The Crossroads 
Church of God celebrat-
ed the anniversary of 
80 years of ministry for 
Rev. Ozie G. Wattleton, 
who began preaching at 
the age of 17 in Farm-
haven, Miss., where she 
has retired.

“I grew up in and 
under the Word of God 
and never veered from 
it,” said Wattleton. And 
at the age of 97, she de-
livered what she called her last 
sermon titled “Tell Them….” 
Sunday, March 10.

When pressed about calling this 
her last sermon, Wattleton said, 
“It is my last sermon topic. It will 
take quite some time for it to be 
fully delivered.” She said God 
was urging on her to “tell them 
the things they must do in these 
last days.”

During the anniversary cel-
ebration, the program commit-
tee selected some of her favorite 
old Church of God songs for the 
morning service. Reflections were 
delivered by Sis. Annie Dotson, 

Rev. Jerri Bomgardner and her 
nieces Minnie Garrett, Oleta 
Fitzgerald and Ayesha K. Musta-
faa.

Crossroads’ Pastor Simeon 
Green III read congratulatory let-
ters from her daughter Faye Wat-
tleton; Dr. James Earl Massey, 
dean emeritus and distinguished 
professor-at-large, Anderson Uni-
versity School of Theology; Dr. 
Edward Foggs, general secretary 
emeritus, Church of God Minis-
tries, Anderson, Ind.; Rev. David 
Hall, state minister, Mississippi 

The People’s Assembly 
Task Force did not hesitate 
to jump start the first pub-
lic forum for who’s the best 
person to serve the people as 
mayor of Jackson. The forum 
took place Saturday, March 9, 
2013, at Word and Worship 
Church, 6286 Hanging Moss 

Rd. 
Eight mayoral candidates 

- six Democrats and two In-
dependents - seized the op-
portunity to showcase their 
credentials. 

Incumbent Mayor Harvey 
Johnson Jr.’s campaign man-
ager attended on his behalf. 
Frank Bluntson, Audrey Nich-
ols, Robert Amos and Charles 

Taylor Sr. were not in atten-
dance. Also qualifying as a 
candidate is Victoria Jacobs. 
There are now 14 candidates.

The attending candidates 
expressed their chief goals and 
inspirations and are presented 
here in alphabetical order: 

(L-R) Dr. Beverly Hogan, president of Tougaloo College, with program participants Oriana Odell, Andrea 
Miles, Courtney Ramsey and Margaret Bowen Jones.

Wattleton preaching “Tell Them...” Mar. 10

Jump starting the 
Jackson mayoral race

The new Pope first from the 
Americas: Argentine Jorge Bergoglio 
will be known as Pope Francis

“Embracing Our Legacy: Reflections of 
Sisterhood through Timeless Service”

Rev. Ozie Wattleton 
celebrating 80 years 
in Ministry

A Women’s History Salute Salute to outstanding women who stand out – Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority Incorporated Chapters’ 105th  Founders’ Day
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As many students march 
off to relax during spring 
break, other high school and 
college students joined Vol-
unteerMississippi as it host-
ed AmeriCorp alumni and 
current members at the State 
Capitol, Tuesday, March 12, 
to share their stories of ser-
vice to others. 

VolunteerMississippi ex-
ecutive director W. David 
Mallery was joined by Sen. 
Hillman Frazier (D) to dis-
cuss the valuable on-the-
job experience AmeriCorps 
Works members receive, 
as they “fill unmet needs in 
Mississippi communities,” 

explained Mallery.
According to Volunteer-

Mississippi data, its pro-
grams and volunteer center 
network “engaged 77,555 
volunteers serving 231,625 
hours, an estimated value of 
$5,047,108.75.”

Sharron Jackson has been 
with AmeriCorp for two 
years and both years served 
as a team leader and was 
honored as last year’s Mem-
ber of the Year for Ameri-
Corp.

As she learned about 
the benefits in educational 
awards and stipends that 
members receive from Amer-
iCorp, Jackson said she was 
ready to sign up. “I wanted 

to go back to school and pay 
off student loans. But after 
seeing the benefit to the chil-
dren I tutored, I stayed on for 
them,” Jackson said. 

Jackson explained that this 
was her last year in Ameri-
Corp. “I will have 1,700 
hours completed in May al-
though I will serve until July 
of this year,” she said. “I am 
currently enrolled at Jack-
son State University as an 
elementary education major 
and I’ve been offered a job 
already at the school where 
I serve.”

VolunteerMississippi rally 
showcases AmeriCorp members 
and alumni at State Capitol

AmeriCorp
Continued on page 3

At podium, Senator Hillman Frazier (D) speaks on the value of volunteerism as part of the Volunteer-
Mississippi/AmeriCorps Day at the Capitol. 
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Medicaid is 
one of the most 
important but 
least understood 
programs in the 
state of Missis-
sippi. Currently, 

Medicaid provides services 
to the most vulnerable - chil-
dren, the elderly and disabled. 
Of these groups, Mississippi 
spends the most on the elderly 
to ensure they are cared for 
in many of the state’s nursing 
homes. 

Despite the need, Medicaid 
comes at a bargain to Missis-
sippi. For every dollar the state 
spends on Medicaid it receives 
$3 back from the federal gov-
ernment. This investment re-
sults in thousands of health 
care jobs and sustains the com-
munity hospitals, clinics and 
nursing homes. Many hospitals 
and provider jobs would sim-
ply not exist without Medicaid. 

But for all that Medicaid cur-
rently does, there still remains 
a huge gap in health insurance 
coverage. Many working Mis-
sissippians are one accident or 
illness away from bankruptcy, 
because they are not offered 
health insurance through their 
employer. 

Construction workers, hair 
stylists, truck drivers and thou-
sands of other working Missis-
sippians are not offered afford-
able health insurance by their 
employer. 

Under the Affordable Care 
Act, Mississippi can expand 
its Medicaid program to offer 
coverage to working adults 

who are not offered health 
insurance by their employer. 
This means a working fam-
ily of four that earns $30,000 
would be eligible for Medicaid 
and not be forced to seek ex-
pensive emergency room care. 

For the first three years, 
the federal government will 
pay 100 percent of the medi-
cal costs for expansion and no 
lower than 90 percent of these 
costs afterwards. Across the 
country, governors of both par-
ties are supporting Medicaid 
expansion as a good deal for 
their states that will lead to job 
growth and healthcare for their 
citizens. 

To reject Medicaid expan-
sion, while other states are say-
ing yes, will place Mississippi 
at a greater economic disad-
vantage for years to come. 

If Mississippi fails to ex-
pand, it means millions of 
dollars in cuts to hospitals. It 
means layoffs of nurses, reduc-
tion or elimination of services, 
and in some cases closure of 
hospitals. 

According to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation, every $1 
Mississippi invests in Medic-
aid expansion will result in the 
state seeing $15 in return from 
the federal government. 

With thousands of working 
Mississippians gaining insur-
ance, there will be a greater 
demand for health services 
that will create over 9,000 new 
jobs. Not just new doctors and 
nurses, but lab techs, medical 
billers and other positions that 
pay good wages. 

Medicaid is a complicated 
issue that many in Missis-

sippi struggle to understand. 
Yet, Mississippians know how 
lacking health insurance can 
affect one’s daily life. 

Whether it’s going with-
out treatment or seeking care 
at an emergency room, being 
uninsured is costly to the per-
son and the state. It influences 
many of the poor health out-
comes that have long plagued 
Mississippi. 

Medicaid expansion is an 
opportunity for Mississippi to 
address many of these issues. 
The thousands of working fam-
ilies in our state need access to 
health insurance now. 

For years, Mississippi’s 
Medicaid program has been 
successful in providing the 
life-saving access to care 
for seniors living in nursing 
homes, children and people 
with disabilities. 

By expanding Medicaid in 
2014, Mississippi will be able 
to build on these successes 
and make coverage available 
for working adults while at the 
same time creating new jobs in 
the state.

Mississippi’s Road to Re-
form is a project of the Mis-
sissippi Health Advocacy 
Program (MHAP). MHAP 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
public interest advocacy or-
ganization that strives to be 
a strong, effective voice for 
improved health care for all 
throughout the state of Mis-
sissippi - especially those 
whose health is threatened by 
poverty, racism, malnutrition 
and violence. 

Jarvis Dortch is communica-
tions coordinator at MHAP.

Medicaid expansion a good deal, 
leading to job growth and health care
By Jarvis Dortch
MHAP
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Michelle Guy and 
Tonya Parker were 
the Founders’ Day co-
chairs. The members 
of Beta Delta Omega, 
Gamma Omicron (Tou-
galoo College), and 
Gamma Rho (Jackson 
State University) Chap-
ters of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority shared in 
the celebration, as these 
institutions also share in 
the history of the great women who have 
served and continue to serve within our 
communities. Among them are: 

Honorary member Coretta Scott 
King: Mrs. King was an American au-
thor, activist, and civil rights leader. The 
widow of Martin Luther King Jr., she 
helped to lead the African-American Civil 
Rights Movement in the 1960 and played 
a vital role in the years after her husband’s 
1968 assassination when she took on the 
leadership of the struggle for racial equal-
ity herself and became active in the Wom-
en’s Movement.

She took part in the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott of 1955 and had an active role 
in advocating for civil rights legislation. 
Most prominently, she worked hard to 
pass the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Mrs. King broadened her focus to in-
clude women’s rights, LGBT rights, eco-
nomic issues and world peace. As early as 
December 1968, during a Solidarity Day 
speech, she called for women to “unite 
and form a solid block of women power 
to fight the three great evils of racism, 
poverty and war.”

Mrs. King founded the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social 
Change in Atlanta. The Center is the 
official memorial dedicated to the ad-
vancement of the legacy and ideas of 
Dr. King. She served as the Center’s 
president and CEO from its inception 
until she passed the reins to her son 
Dexter Scott King. She was also an 
honorary member of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Incorporated. 

Beverly Wade Hogan: A native Mis-
sissippian, Hogan has served as president 
of Tougaloo College since May 2002. 
She is the first woman and 13th president 
to lead the historic institution. She is de-
scribed as a visionary, an “outside of the 
box” thinker, disciplined, compassionate, 
firm, fair, analytical and spiritual leader. 

Under her leadership, new degree pro-
grams in mass communications, hotel and 
hospitality management, and religious 
studies have been added at Tougaloo. A 
new Honors Program and three centers 
have been established - the Center for 
Undergraduate Research, the Center for 
Continuing Education and Professional 
Studies, and the Center for Civic Engage-

ment and Social Responsibility, 
as well as an Office of Interna-
tional Affairs. 

The College also has been 
designated as a Center of Ex-
cellence in Transportation Se-
curity by the U. S. Department 
of Homeland Security. Sig-
nificant technological improve-
ments have been made, includ-
ing campus wide connectivity, 
smart classrooms and wireless 
networks and the construction 
of the Bennie G. Thompson Academic 
and Civil Rights Research Center. 

Hogan serves on various boards, includ-
ing Bancorp South, Sanderson Farms, the 
Greater Jackson Chamber Partnership, 
Jackson Medical Mall Foundation, Na-
tional Issues Forum Institute, National 
Institute of Health/National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Advisory Council, William 
Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation 
and RAND’s Gulf States Policy Initiative. 

She is a member of the national board 
of directors for the United Negro College 
Fund, the National Association for Equal 
Opportunity in Higher Education, Coun-
cil of Independent Colleges, the National 
Association for Independent Colleges 
and the Leadership Alliance and serves 
as Chair of the Council for Higher Educa-
tion of the United Church of Christ.  

Hogan was appointed by President 
Barack Obama to serve on the President’s 
Board of Advisors on HBCUs. Recently, 
she was selected by the Department of 
Defense to serve on the National Com-
mittee for HBCU/MI Programs. 

She also is a founding member and for-
mer president of the Central Mississippi 
Chapter, National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women, and a member of the Links, Inc. 
and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Dr. Glenda Baskin Glover: Prior to 
being named president of Tennessee State 
University in November 2012, Glover 
served as dean of the College of Business 
at Jackson State University. She held this 
position from 1994 until accepting the 
presidency at Tennessee State University. 
There she led the development of reten-
tion strategies and played an important 
role in fundraising for the college, obtain-
ing the university’s first endowed chair.

She spearheaded the implementation 

of online learning 
programs, developed 
internal fiscal account-
ability measures and 
served as a key liaison 
to local and national 
elected officials. 

Glover began her 
full time academic 
career as chairperson 
of the accounting de-
partment at Howard 
University, in Wash-
ington, D.C., from 
1990 to 1994. Prior 
to 1990, she served as 
chief financial officer 
and senior vice presi-
dent of Metter Indus-
tries, was manager of 
investor relations for 
the Potomac Electric Power Company 
and as an accountant at Arthur Andersen 
in Memphis.

She has served on the boards of First 
Guaranty Bancshares, Student Loan 
Corp., The Lenox Group, Regions Bank 
of Mississippi, Jackson Municipal Airport 
Authority and Economic Analysis.

A licensed attorney and certified public 
accountant, she earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in mathematics from Tennessee State 
University, an MBA from Clark Atlanta 
University, her J.D. from Georgetown 
University Law Center and her Ph.D. 
in business economics and policy from 
George Washington University.

She also served as the past president of 
the Beta Delta Omega Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. in Jackson. 

Atty. Carolyn House Stewart: Stewart 
of Tampa, Fla., is the International Presi-
dent of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incor-
porated. Installed in St. Louis in July 2010, 

she is the first president to serve a full term 
in the Sorority’s second century and the 
first lawyer to head the organization.

Stewart’s program theme is “Global 
Leadership through Timeless Service.” 
Thusly, driven by this thematic call to ac-
tion, the Sorority is continuing its 105-year 
legacy of providing service to all mankind. 

Under her leadership, members of the 
Sorority have logged hundreds of thou-
sands of volunteer hours serving in 964 
communities all over the globe where it 
has chapters. This includes chapters in 
the United States, in Bermuda, Germany, 
Nassau, Japan, South Korea and on the 
continent of Africa.  

The signature program initiative under 
Stewart’s administration is the Emerging 
Young Leaders program, targeting middle 
school girls. Its goal is to mirror the Soror-
ity’s mission to cultivate leadership skills 
in young women so they can better meet 
the challenges of tomorrow. At the core 

of her initiatives are health care and the 
eradication of global poverty.  

Her professional achievements have 
earned her numerous awards including the 
2006 Florida Commission on the Status of 
Women “Achievement Award,” The Na-
tional Bar Association Presidential Award 
and the Francisco Rodriguez Award from 
the George Edgecomb Bar Association. 

The City of Tampa City Council issued 
commendations to Stewart in December 
2010. She is listed in the 2011 Strath-
more’s Who’s Who Worldwide Edition 
and was honored by the National Associa-
tion of Outstanding Business and Profes-
sional Women. 

The National Newspaper Publishers 
Association also recognized her for her 
leadership in November 2011. 

In addition to her law degree, she holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in history and social 
science education from the University of 
South Florida. 
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Dr. Armerita Tell, president, Beta Delta Omega

Church of God and Rev. 
Duane Parker, chairper-
son, Mississippi Minis-
tries Board of Elders. He 
acknowledged many more 
cards, letters and poems 
too numerous to read. Pas-
tor Green then surprised 
her with a rendition of ‘Oh 
How I Love Jesus’ on his 
harmonica.

Some of Wattleton’s pas-
torships have included the 
Farmhaven Church of God 
(Crossroads) in Mississip-
pi; the Oak Grove Church 
of God in Oak Grove, La.; 
First Church of God in Co-
lumbus, Neb.; Washing-
ton Courthouse Church of 
God in Cleveland, Ohio; 
and East Atlanta Church of 
God in Decatur, Ga.

Add to that the number 
of congregations, camp 
meetings and revivals she 
has evangelized during her 
80 years in the ministry 
and you will begin to see 
how broad her influence 
has been in the Church of 
God Reformation move-
ment. 

Wattleton
Continued from page 1

Americorp
Continued from page 1

AkA salutes
Continued from page 1

When asked what AmeriCorp did 
for her personally, Jackson said, “It 
gave me a sense of pride in myself, 
motivation to make a change in my life 
and also to be a change in the lives of 
someone else.”

The hands on experience has reaf-
firmed for her the desire to teach. “Tu-
toring every day, I get to see what is 
really going on in our educational sys-
tem and what children actually need,” 
said Jackson. 

“I try to keep the students motivated 

about learning. It is so easy for them to 
get distracted by all the little things that 
are going on in the world.”

She advises her students, “I want 
them to know that they are not going to 
be a child forever. And one day, as an 
adult, they will be the person making 
the changes. So they have to start now; 
start how you are going to finish.”

Joining her at the State Capitol were 
AmeriCorp high school student mem-
bers Kimberly Gilmore and Morgan 
Alexander, both seniors at Jim Hill 

High School; Taylor 
Brown, a senior at Taylor 
High School; and Sierra 
Mosley, a senior at Mur-
rah High School.

For more information 
about VolunteerMissis-
sippi, visit www.Volun-
teerMississippi.org. For 
more information about 
AmeriCorps programs, 
visit www.NationalSer-
vice.gov.

Stewart King

(R-L) Dr. Glenda Glover, Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr., First Lady Kathy Johnson, Rep. Kimberly Campbell 
Buck and Hinds County Adm. Carmen Davis

(L-R) Sharron Jackson, a student at Jackson State University, and AmeriCorp team leader, is joined by high school 
students Kimberly Gilmore, Morgan Alexander, Sierra Mosley and Taylor Brown.  PHOTOS BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

Courtney Ramsey, Jackson State University

Oleta Fitzgerald, Minnie Garrett and Ayesha Mustafaa making family tribute Sis. Wattleton offering praise with Pastor and Sis. Green Ann Dotson ended her tribute with a song

Pastor Green playing “Oh How I Love Jesus.” Program guide Rev. Jerri Bomgardner Rev. and Sis. David Jackson sing special request of Sis. Wattleton, “Saving Me Holy by Grace.”

Oriana Odell, Tougaloo College

XXXXXX
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Mississippi’s 3rd Annual 
HIV/AIDS Day began on the 
Rotunda steps of the Capitol 
building, March 7, featuring 
state health officials, state leg-
islators, persons living with 
HIV and the authors of two 
nationally significant reports.

The two reports were 
“Rights at Risk: State Re-
sponse to HIV in Mississippi” 
by Human Rights Watch and 
“The Mississippi SHARP Re-
port” by Harvard Law School’s 
Health Law and Policy Clinic. 
The SHARP Report, or State 
Healthcare Access Research 
Project, examined the barriers 
to care for Mississippians with 
HIV/AIDS.

Areas identified in which to 
do more work were access-
ing healthcare, using mobile 
health units, creating an anti-
stigma campaign, engaging 

faith communities, and em-
powering people living with 
HIV/AIDS.

The host organization, Mis-
sissippi in Action (MIA), also 
works to promote holistic sex-
ual and reproductive health by 
incorporating advocacy, edu-
cation and housing assistance 
to Mississippians living with 
HIV/AIDS. MIA assisted in 
over a hundred people from 
across the state attending the 
Capitol gathering.

MIA advocates expect to 
reduce the staggering statistic 
where more than 50 percent 
of those known to have HIV 
in Mississippi, one of the na-
tion’s poorest states, have not 
had access to healthcare in the 
last 12 months.

According to Valencia Rob-
inson, MIA executive direc-
tor, “We can no longer afford 
to remain complacent about 
HIV/AIDS, comprehensive 

sex education or any health 
disparities. Today, we ask our 
legislators to relieve the stig-
ma that has held Mississip-
pians back when confronting 
these issues.”

To support MIA’s efforts, 
Robert Childs of the North 
Carolina Harm Reduction 
Coalition (NCHRC) attended 
the rally and presented new 
information on the crisis law 
enforcement personnel face 
who have to search persons 
who may have on them used 
syringes, razors or other cut-
ting type devices.

NCHRC reports, “Law en-
forcement officers are particu-
larly at risk for HIV and viral 
hepatitis transmission. In one 
study, one in three officers 
reported being stuck by a sy-
ringe during their career and 
28 percent reported receiv-
ing more than one stick, most 
commonly during pat-downs 

and searches.”
Hence the attention given 

to persons living with HIV/

AIDS goes far beyond their 
health. It impacts the health 
and well-being of public ser-

vants expected to serve and 
protect all persons from all 
backgrounds.

Claudis Ray James was the 
youngest of 11 children born 
to Paul and Dora James, Nov. 
7, 1943, in Columbia, Miss. 
He died Monday, Feb. 25, 
2013.

At an early age, he ac-
cepted Christ as his Lord and 
personal savior and for many 
years was a faithful member 
at John The Baptist Church in 
Columbia.

He later moved his mem-
bership to Tabernacle of 
Praise Baptist church in 
Jackson, where he was a de-
voted member until his health 
failed.

James attended Lampton 
Vocational High School and 
Marion Central High School, 
where he graduated with high-
est honors. He then attended 
Prentiss Institute Junior Col-
lege in Prentiss, Miss., where 
he played quarterback for 
their football team.

He went on to Jackson 
State University where he 
was drafted from their foot-
ball program into the Green 

Bay Packers and wore a 1968 
Superbowl ring earned with 
the team.

After leaving professional 
football, James devoted his 
time working with former 
college and professional 
players to organize a semi-
professional team, including 
player Edward Payton who 
was drafted to play profes-
sional football.

James organized the first 
Dixie Youth Baseball league 
in Columbia, where a park 
was named in his honor. He 
organized the youth baseball 
league for boys and girls at 
Tabernacle of Praise Church.

He was employed with the 
Mississippi School Supply 
Company for many years as 
a salesman of sporting equip-
ment to the school districts 
across the state, a job he cher-
ished until his health began to 
decline.

James leaves to cherish his 
memories a loving wife of 
44 years Emma Marie Wells 
of Cheraw; three children - 
Claudis Jr. and Elton of Jack-

son and Alita James-Nelson 
(William III) of Madison; 
two grandchildren - Alailah 
James and William Nelson 
IV; four sisters - Hilda Boykin 
and Marie Cole (Ezekial) 
of Calif., Edna Braden of 
Cleveland, OH, and Vernell 
Armstrong of Columbia; one 
brother - Clyde James of Ca-
lif. 

Funeral services were of-
ficiated by Pastor Timothy 
Curry at New Galilean Bap-
tist Church in Jackson, Satur-
day, March 2.

State HIV/AIDS Conference 
“Barriers to Care”

Claudis Ray James

Robert Childs of NCHRC presenting information on crisis law enforcement personnel face when searching per-
sons who have used syringes on them.  PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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BUSINESS

Now is the time to get all 
the help possible to get the 
best return on your taxes for 
2012 and looking ahead for 
2013. The tax experts at Lib-
erty Tax Service ®, with two 
locations in North Jackson, 
have several decades of tax 
experience from which they 
give accurate help, identify 
all deductions and credits that 
will benefit their clients.

Continuing from last week, 
here are more tax credits and 
deductions you don’t want to 
overlook for 2012, as there 
may be something here you 
just may need to consider.

• WORK and BUSINESS 
OWNERSHIP DEDUCT-
IBLE MILEAGE RATES

Carefully documenting all 
possible deductible mileage 
can pay off at tax time. Mileage 
for some business, medical, 
charitable, moving and educa-
tional purposes may be deduct-
ible. Here are the mileage rates 
that are in effect for 2011:

• Business mileage: 55.5 
cents per mile. If you are 
taking classes that are work-
related, your mileage to and 
from class is deductible at the 
business rate.

• Medical or moving mile-
age: 23 cents per mile.

• Charitable mileage: stays 
at 14 cents per mile for 2012.

• Be sure that you document 
your mileage by keeping a log 
or other written record.

• OTHER CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTIONS

The IRS will not allow a 
tax deduction for clothing 
and household items unless 
the donated property is in 
“good used condition or bet-
ter.” The rule does not apply 
to any contribution of a single 
item for which a deduction of 
more than $500 is claimed if 
the taxpayer includes a quali-
fied appraisal with the return. 

Monetary charitable con-
tribution deductions will be 
disallowed unless the donor 
maintains a record of the con-
tribution and has receipts and 
documentation from the orga-
nization.

• HEALTH/MEDICAL 
AND DENTAL EXPENSES

Are you overlooking medi-
cal deductions for which 
you qualify? Taxpayers who 
itemize can deduct non-re-
imbursed medical expenses 
that they paid during the year 
if these exceed 7.5 percent of 

their adjusted gross income. 
Hearing aids, eyeglasses, 

contact lenses, hospital fees 
for nursing, most dental ex-
penses, physical therapy, lab 
tests and x-rays are all de-
ductible. 

Even some capital improve-
ments with medical purposes 
can be claimed as medical ex-
penses, such as constructing 
an entrance ramp. Americans 
who claim mileage expenses 
for medical mileage will be 
able to claim 23 cents per 
mile. You may also deduct 
parking fees and tolls and 
mileage driven to fill pre-
scriptions.

• CASUALTY AND 
THEFT LOSSES FOR PER-
SONAL PROPERTY

Casualty and theft losses on 
personal-use property can be 
claimed on your tax return if 
you have damage from unex-
pected events such as wild-
fires, hurricanes, tornadoes, 
or from a burglary or theft. 

If the property is not com-
pletely destroyed, you need to 
calculate the loss to see if it 
is deductible. Figure the de-
crease in value by taking the 
lower of fair market value 
before the casualty or the ad-
justed basis and comparing it 
to the fair market value after 
the casualty. 

This loss, minus any insur-
ance reimbursements, is your 
actual loss. Each personal 
loss is limited to the excess of 
the loss over $100. The total 
of all casualty and theft losses 
must be further reduced by 10 
percent of the taxpayer’s ad-
justed gross income to arrive 
at the deduction which will be 
reported on Schedule A, Item-
ized Deductions.

• TAX BREAK FOR ELI-
GIBLE EDUCATORS

Eligible educators who 
spend their own money on 
classroom supplies may again 
qualify for a tax break in 2011. 
An eligible educator is a kin-
dergarten through grade 12 
teacher, instructor, counselor, 
principal or aide who works 
at least 900 hours in either a 
public or private school. 

The adjustment for these 
expenses, of no more than 
$250, can be claimed whether 
or not the taxpayer can item-
ize.

• FILING TIPS AMEND-
ING A PAST YEAR RE-
TURN

You can amend your tax re-
turn if you’ve filed, and later 

realize that you’ve omitted 
income, made a mistake, or 
overlooked some deductions. 
You can amend your return 
by filing Form 1040X within 
three years after the date you 
filed your original return. 

You cannot change your fil-
ing status from married filing 
jointly to married filing sepa-
rately after the due date of the 
original return.

• INSTALLMENT PAY-
MENT PLAN

You can pay the taxes you 
owe in installments if you 
can’t pay the total to the IRS 
by the tax deadline. If you are 
not currently paying by an in-
stallment plan, complete Form 
9465, Installment Agreement 
Request, and attach it to the 
front of the return. 

You should send as much of 
the payment as possible with 
the return in order to limit 
penalty and interest charges, 
which will continue accumu-
lating until the total amount 
due is paid off. 

Taxpayers who have al-
ready mailed or electronically 
filed their returns can mail 
Form 9465 to the appropriate 
IRS Service Center. An IRS 
representative will contact 
you to discuss the situation 
and arrange the payments.

• ITEMIZED DEDUC-
TIONS

Taxpayers who itemize 
their deductions can deduct 
the full amount of their item-
ized deductions regardless of 
their adjusted gross income 
through 2012. Taxpayers can 
also deduct the full amount 
for exemptions, with no in-
come restrictions or phase-
outs through 2012. 

Taxpayers who can itemize 
deductions can choose to do 
so rather than take the stan-
dard deduction. They general-
ly come out ahead with a low-
er tax bill by deducting items 
such as home mortgage, other 
taxes paid, charitable deduc-
tions, and possibly costs of 
medical and dental care, and 
miscellaneous expenses paid 
in the tax year.

Office Managers Contessa 
Thames, at 204 Triangle Dr., 
and Tiffany Tyler, at the cor-
ner of I-55 North and Beas-
ley Rd., take it as a personal 
mandate to discuss and bring 
every possible benefit to the 
client’s attention. Contact ei-
ther at 866-871-1040, visit 
http://LibertyTax.com/Liber-
tyTax.com 

Wells Fargo and Company, 
America’s No. 1 small business 
lender, based on the Commu-
nity Reinvestment Act (CRA) 
government data (2002-2011) 
and a leading lender to women 
and diverse-owned businesses, 
Monday, March 11, 2013, an-
nounced a commitment to lend 
a cumulative total of $55 billion 
to women-owned businesses in 
the U.S. by the year 2020, up-
dating its lending commitment 
first established in 1995. 

The announcement was made 
by Lisa Stevens, Wells Fargo 
lead executive for Small Busi-
ness and West Coast Regional 
Banking president, at the His-
panas Organized for Political 
Equality (HOPE) 22nd Annual 
Latina History Day conference 
in Los Angeles.

March is National Women’s 
History Month, and Wells Fargo 
wants to demonstrate its rich 
history of working with women 
business owners and providing 
them access to capital and finan-
cial services. 

Since introducing the wom-
en’s lending commitment 18 
years ago, Wells Fargo has pro-
vided more than $38 billion in 
capital to women business own-
ers, a group that grew in size by 
more than 20 percent from 2002 
to 2007, according to the latest 
Census data. Today, approxi-
mately 30 percent of businesses 
in the U.S. are owned by wom-
en, according to the National 
Women’s Business Council.

“Women-owned businesses 
are among America’s fastest 
growing segments, and we are 
honored to support their role in 
shaping the future of small busi-
ness,” said Stevens. “As a lead-
er in lending to women, Wells 
Fargo is dedicated to helping 
women succeed financially - in 
business and personally.” 

Wells Fargo’s first lending 
commitment in 1995 estab-
lished a goal to lend $1 billion 
to women business owners over 
three years. Fueled by the con-
tinued growth of women busi-
ness owners, the goal was in-
creased, most recently in 2003. 

In addition to the cumula-
tive lending goal, Wells Fargo 
supports numerous outreach 
efforts to build relationships 
with women business owners 
and help them to succeed finan-
cially. Wells Fargo is a proud 
supporter of the National As-
sociation of Women Business 
Owners (NAWBO) and the 
Women Presidents’ Organiza-
tion, as well as several other 
organizations focused on the 
education, growth and advance-

ment of women business own-
ers. 

Wells Fargo provides the full 
array of financial products and 
services to satisfy all financial 
needs of women-owned busi-
nesses, such as banking, busi-
ness loans and lines of credit, 
credit cards, payroll, merchant 
services, insurance, retirement 
planning, and online resources.

About Wells Fargo: Wells 
Fargo and Company (NYSE: 
WFC) is a nationwide, diversi-
fied, community-based financial 
services company with $1.4 
trillion in assets. Founded in 
1852 and headquartered in San 
Francisco, Wells Fargo provides 
banking, insurance, invest-
ments, mortgage and consumer 
and commercial finance through 
more than 9,000 stores, 12,000 
ATMs, the Internet (wellsfargo.
com), and has offices in more 
than 35 countries to support the 
bank’s customers who conduct 
business in the global economy. 

Wells Fargo has loaned more 
money to small businesses in 
the United States than any other 
bank for 10 years running (based 
on 2002-2011 Community Re-
investment Act government 
data). Through the Wells Fargo 
Business Insight Resource Cen-
ter, business owners can access 
an informative selection of vid-
eos and articles featuring expert 
advice and best practices. 

For more information, visit 
wellsfargo.com/biz or call the 
National Business Banking 
Center at 800-CALL-WELLS.

Part II - Tax Tips for 
filing 2012 returns and 
getting ahead in 2013 

Wells Fargo commits to lending 
$55 billion to women-owned 
businesses by year 2020 

Celebrating National Women’s History Month: 
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Mayoral race
Continued from page 1

W i l l i a m 
Bright’s (D) 
motto is “Vi-
sion, Integ-
rity, Strength, 
Accountabil-
ity.” “Let’s 
reduce crime, 

reduce taxes, promote youth 
programs, put some theaters 
in Jackson, increase smaller 
business and senior citizen 
programs for starters,” Bright 
said. “In the thirteen years 
I spent working for Jackson 
as a police officer, I had the 
unique opportunity to view 
the city from many different 
angles. After being hands on 
with crime, poverty, education 
and witnessing the economic 
downturn of our great city, I 
understand what our city and 
our people need.”

Gwendolyn 
Ward Os-
borne Chap-
man (D) said, 
“I am very 
much family 
oriented and 

use the Kwanzaa Principles 
as a guide for unity and get-
ting along as a whole. If you 
love something, you want 
to please it. I love Jackson; 
it needs a woman’s touch. I 
am someone who is down 
to earth, humble and knows 
that it is going to take a vil-
lage to restore order in the 
city.” 

Corne l ius 
Griggs (I) 
said, “It’s not 
about what 
the mayor 
wants but 
what the peo-
ple want. It’s 

what the city needs. I have 
worked in the public school 
system for countless years. 
I walked the talk. I am will-
ing to go above and beyond, 
because that is what it will 
take for our youth to be lit-
erate and educated properly. 
Let’s take care of the simple 
things that need to be done. 
Let’s put the horse before 
the cart again.”

John H. 
Jones Jr. (D) 
said, “Jackson 
is the state cap-
ital and should 
be that light set 
upon the hill. 
I want to work 

on reducing taxes so people 
can spend their money here in 
the city. I am adamant about 
neighborhood development. 
We must build our neighbor-
hoods up so that people will 
want to live here.  

“We need to develop eco-
nomic incentives. That’s a 
high priority. We need movie 
theaters. We should not have 
to go to Madison to see a 
movie. These may seem like 
small things, but it’s the little 
details that count the most.” 

J o n a t h a n 
Lee, president 
of Mississippi 
Products and 
chair of the 
Jackson Cham-
ber of Com-
merce, states, 

“We’ve heard it said, there is 
rhetoric and there is a record. 
The record is we’ve lost 22 
percent of our sales tax rev-
enue. The streets are crum-
bling. The youth are left to 
fend for themselves. We need 
a mayor who understands the 
people and can execute effec-
tive solutions. I’m looking 
for solutions from everyone - 
man, woman and child. I want 
to earn your vote.”

Atty. Chok-
we Lumumba 
(D) has the 
motto: “Edu-
cate, Moti-
vate, Orga-
nize” How 
will we make 

Jackson rise? The PEOPLE  
must decide!” He said, “As 
Mayor of Jackson, it will be 
my duty to listen as you speak 
and be your voice, chief ser-
vant and leader in developing 

and implementing policy and 
programs necessary to make 
our city great and help our 
city grow…. My campaign 
platform is designed to help 
bring economic growth, jobs, 
fair pay for public workers, 
green industry, youth pro-
grams, a city wide education 
campaign, better public safety 
and health care.” He is present 
city councilman for Ward 2. 

R e g i n a 
Quinn’s (D) 
motto is “It’s 
Time! The 
Best Choice 
for Jackson.” 
She said, “I 
want to get 

rid of the litter, implement a 
plan for drainage, water and 
the sewer system, fix potholes, 
remove dilapidated houses, re-
move abandoned cars, encour-
age neighborhood watch pro-
grams, recruit new businesses 

and overall be on track with 
the citizens of Jackson. I am 
committed and passionate….”

F r a n c i s 
Smith Jr. (I) 
said, ”It’s real 
simple. Al-
ways put God 
first. Make 
sure you are 
God-fearing. 

If you put God first, God 
will put you first.”

The NAACP Jackson 
Branch will host a mayoral 
forum Thursday, March 14, 
6 p.m to 9 p.m., at the Ma-
sonic Temple Annex, 1072 
W. Lynch St. And the Hinds 
County Democratic Executive 
Committee will host a mayor-
al forum Monday, March 25, 
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., at Greater 
Mount Bethel Church, 4125 
Robinson Rd., across from 
Metro Center Mall.

Photos by Artaymis Ma’at
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OpiniOn

in today’s 
s t r u g g l i n g 
economy, many 
consumers find 
t h e m s e l v e s 
short on cash. 
When consum-

ers seek a credit remedy, one 
particular lender is likely to 
bring more problems than so-
lutions: companies that make 
car title loans.

According to new joint 
research report by the Con-
sumer Federation of America 
(CFA) and the Center for Re-
sponsible Lending (CRL), the 
average car-title loan of $951 
winds up costing the typical 
borrower $2,142 in interest. 

nationwide, 7,730 car-title 
lenders in 21 states reap $3.6 
billion in interest on loans 
valued at only $1.6 billion. 
The car-title loan uses a bor-
rower’s personal vehicle as 
collateral and additionally 
charges triple-digit interest 
rates, like those of payday 
loans. 

Similar to payday loans, the 
typical car-title loan requires 
full repayment in just one 
month. When borrowers can-
not afford to pay in full, they 
are forced to renew their loan 
by paying additional interest 
and fees. The report found 
that a typical customer renews 
their loan eight times.

The report also found an-
ecdotal instances in which 
car-title lender marketing 
practices have lured consum-

ers by advertising 25 percent 
interest per month for a two-
week loan. The actual rate of 
interest, however, equates to 
300 percent annual percent-
age rate (ApR). 

And it’s not as though 300 
percent ApR is an offsetting 
risk to the lender: car-title 
loans are usually made for 
only a fraction of the vehicle’s 
market value - approximately 
26 percent.

When borrowers can no 
longer keep up with inter-
est payments, cars are repos-
sessed and yet another fee is 
added to the borrower’s debt. 

On average, these reposses-
sion fees run in the range of 
$350 - $400 or about half of 
the borrower’s remaining loan 
balance. The report found 
that one in six consumers was 
charged expensive reposses-
sion fees.

it’s easy to sum up the cen-
tral problems with car-title 
loans. As the authors write in 
the report, these loans “carry 
inherently unsuitable terms 
that cause already vulnerable 
borrowers to pay more in fees 
than they receive in credit 
while putting one of their 
most important assets at risk.”

if you’re thinking that there 
ought to be a law against this 
obviously predatory product, 
be sure to tell your state leg-
islators. Most states with car-
title loan laws either have no 
interest rate caps, or authorize 
triple digit interest.

Tracking how these loans 
affect consumers is one thing; 

financial reforms are quite an-
other. in this regard, the CFA-
CRL report calls for public 
policy actions at the state and 
federal levels.

For example, the federal 
Consumer Financial protec-
tion Bureau could enact pro-
tections addressing loan terms 
and underwriting. States, on 
the other hand, could adopt 
rate caps of 36 percent on 
these loans.

Other policy recommenda-
tions include:

• Changing loan terms to 
equal monthly payments that 
would enable borrowers to 
gradually pay down their debt;

• Require written notice pri-
or to borrowers and the right 
to redeem the vehicle before 
lenders repossess or sell the 
car; and

• in the event of a vehicle 
sale, return to the borrower 
any surplus between a new 
sales price and the remaining 
amount of money owed.

in 2006, similar consumer 
protections were enacted to 
protect the military and their 
families. 

if president George W. 
Bush and Congress could 
agree to cap small loans at 36 
percent annually for this con-
sumer sector, it seems reason-
able that the rest of us should 
be given the same protections.

Charlene Crowell is a com-
munications manager with the 
Center for Responsible Lend-
ing. She can be reached at 
Charlene.crowell@responsi-
blelending.org. 

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

if you’re like many Americans, 
you have concerns about funding 
your retirement. According to a 
recent survey conducted by Ally 
Bank, retirement planning tops 
Americans’ financial anxieties.

Rather than take a head-in-the-
sand approach to your future, be 
proactive. Wise investments can 
offer advantages like tax-free, 
aggressive growth. And experts 
say the best time to get started is 
now.

“The first few months of 2013 
will be ideal for opening iRAs, as 
contributions made in this time-
frame may be counted on 2012 
tax returns,” advises Diane Mo-
rais, Ally Bank product & inno-
vation executive. 

“Existing savers looking to 
grow their retirement nest egg 
securely may want to consider a 
rollover of their existing iRAs or 
qualified retirement plans, and it 
is important to shop around for 
the most competitive interest rate 
to ensure the best return on their 
investments.”

And the iRS announced in 
October 2012 that the limit on 
contributions to Traditional and 
Roth iRAs would rise for the first 
time since 2008, from $5,000 to 
$5,500.

“The increased contribution 
limit for 2013 makes now a 
prime opportunity for people of 
all ages to contribute meaning-
fully to their retirement savings,” 
Morais emphasizes.

Looking to boost your retire-
ment readiness securely? Here 
are some important things to 
consider:

• The most common iRA plans 
are Traditional, Roth and Sim-
plified Employee pension iRAs. 
Depending on age and taxable in-
come, you could have more than 
one iRA plan to choose from to 

help you meet your goals.
• Once you choose an iRA 

plan, you can typically select 
from a variety of products, from 
lower risk savings accounts and 
certificates of deposit (CD) to 
higher risk stocks, bonds and 
mutual funds.

• For secure growth, consider 
CDs and online savings ac-
counts. Such products are less 
risky than stocks. Or roll over 
existing iRAs, 401(k) or 403(b)
s into one iRA with great, stable 
rates.

• Look beyond branch banks. 
For example, a bank with no 
physical locations, such as Ally 
Bank, can offer competitive 
rates, low fees, and round-the-
clock, live customer support.

• Be advised, there are restric-
tions as to how you can add 
money to iRAs based on age 
and when you can use the money 
you’ve saved. Your tax profes-
sional can help you determine the 
best plan for your needs. Above 

all, look for straightforward re-
tirement products that will help 
you get closer to your retirement 
savings goals.

• Don’t be afraid to move 
around your retirement money to 
make the most of it. A direct roll 
over is fairly easy and avoids the 
tax withholding and associated 
reporting requirements of a per-
sonal withdrawal transaction.

• You can convert your Tradi-
tional iRA to a Roth iRA. Be-
ginning in 2010, eligibility re-
quirements based on income and 
marital status have been elimi-
nated.

Every day you wait is anoth-
er day your retirement money 
isn’t actively growing. Whether 
you’re just getting started or 
building on your current savings, 
there’s no time like the present to 
make a contribution to your re-
tirement account.

More information about retire-
ment savings plans can be found 
at http://www.ally.com/bank/ira/

Will you be able to afford  
a comfortable retirement?

B l a c k o n o m i c s

The one trillion dollar lie
“if you tell a 

lie big enough 
and keep repeat-
ing it, people 
will eventually 
come to believe 
it. The lie can 

be maintained only for such 
time as the State can shield the 
people from the political, eco-
nomic and/or military conse-
quences of the lie.

“it thus becomes vitally im-
portant for the State to use all 
of its powers to repress dissent, 
for the truth is the mortal en-
emy of the lie, and thus by ex-
tension, the truth is the greatest 
enemy of the State.” ~ Joseph 
Goebbels

Watching the TV special 
that reviewed information con-
tained in the book, Hubris: The 
inside Story of Spin, Scandal, 
and the Selling of the iraq War, 
by Michael isikoff and David 
Corn, brought back memories 
of articles and radio shows i 
had done during the run-up to 
the “shock and awe” war cam-
paign in March 2003.  

it reminded me of how cal-
lous and shameless those high 
level politicians were and how 
low they would go to get this 
country into an unnecessary 
war. 

Yet, it gave me pause as i 
thought of the nearly 5,000 
American lives that were lost, 
the tens of thousands of sol-
diers who came home incapaci-
tated, minus arms and legs, and 
the 100,000 iraqi men, women, 
and children killed in a war 
that was supposed to “liberate” 
them.

This war was made even 
more tragic in that it cost more 
American lives than were lost 

in the World Trade Center on 
9/11.

The authors of Hubris, as 
well as interviews of key in-
dividuals involved in the Big 
Lie, point out the sheer and ut-
ter disregard for truth, integrity 
and human life. From the neo-
con gang, i.e. Feith, Wolfow-
itz, perle, to Rumsfeld, Rice, 
Cheney and president George 
W. Bush, one thing was crystal 
clear: they were going to war 
with iraq regardless.

They used the threat of 
weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD) to scare everyone else 
into believing the biggest cha-
rade in history. i could hardly 
believe it when high level of-
ficials admitted on television, 
before the American public, 
that they were shocked at the 
lies that were being told by the 
Bush Administration.

When Bush, Cheney, Rice, 
and Rumsfeld are asked today 
if they now believe they made 
a grave error by going into iraq, 
they all say, “no, i think it was 
the right thing to do.” What hu-
bris! it seems they have no con-
sciences and no fear of the fact 
that they will someday have to 
account to a higher court for 
their actions, irrespective of 
what they “think.”

Even now, after all the lies 
have come out and after most 
reasonable people know the 
iraq war was not based on the 
premise put forth by then Sec-
retary of State Colin powell at 
the United nations, they still 
say they did the right thing.  

Of course, at the bottom of 
the iraq mess was economic 
enrichment: no-bid contracts, 
the construction and maintain-
ing of the largest embassy in 
the world, $9 billion in cash 
still unaccounted for, Ahmed 

Chalabi getting his payoff, Hal-
liburton, KBR, and all the oth-
ers who made millions off the 
war in iraq.

The hypocrisy that reigns 
now, especially among some of 
our politicians who earn a min-
imum of $174,000 compared to 
a soldier who makes less than 
$45,000, is embarrassing, in-
sulting and, if you ask me, even 
sinful.

To see the symbolic rever-
ence and respect portrayed 
by politicians when they visit 
graves and hospitals, juxta-
posed against their mistreat-
ment, neglect and ignoring the 
needs of veterans is unbear-
able. it’s as though veterans’ 
lives and sacrifices are only 
good for photo-ops.

The lie cost $1 trillion and 
many lives, and it was recited 
and recanted, in spite of the 
fact that many insiders knew 
it was a lie. But the public, the 
electorate, the “people” be-
lieved the lie and were scared 
into thinking our soldiers were 
headed to iraq to protect our 
shores and cities from a nuclear 
weapon Saddam did not have 
that would be fired at a place it 
could not reach.

“it is hard to imagine a more 
stupid or more dangerous 
way of making decisions than 
by putting those decisions in 
the hands of people who pay 
no price for being wrong.” ~ 
Thomas Sowell

Jim Clingman, founder of 
the Greater Cincinnati African 
American Chamber of Com-
merce, is one of the most pro-
lific writers on economic em-
powerment for black people. 
He is an adjunct professor at 
the University of Cincinnati 
and can be reached through his 
website, blackonomics.com.

Truth about car-title loans: $3.6 billion 
in interest paid on $1.6 billion in loans

High school graduation 
rates in the United States 
are at their highest since 
1974, according to a recent 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion report. However, black 
students still graduated at 
a rate below other ethnic 
groups.

Of the 4 million pub-
lic school students who 
entered 9th grade in the 
2006-2007 school year, 
78.2 percent, or 3.1 mil-
lion, received high school 
diplomas in the 2009-2010 
school year, an increase of 
more than two percentage 
points.

The report also detailed 
the achievement rates by 
states. Among U.S. juris-
dictions, nevada and the 
District of Columbia were 
the lowest, with rates of 
57.8 percent and 59.9 per-
cent, respectively. At the 
high end, Wisconsin and 
Vermont had graduation 
rates of 91.1 percent and 
91.4 percent, respectively.

“The new nCES report is 
good news after three de-
cades of stagnation,” Sec-
retary of Education Arne 
Duncan said in a statement. 
“it’s encouraging that the 

on-time graduation rate 
is up substantially from 
four years earlier. And it’s 
promising that high school 
graduation rates are up for 
all ethnic groups in 2010 
- especially for Hispanics, 
whose graduation rate has 
jumped almost 10 points 
since 2006.”

Among racial/ethnic 
groups, Asian/pacific is-
lander students had the 
highest graduation rate at 
93.5 percent. The rates for 
other groups were 83.0 
percent for white students, 
71.4 percent for Hispanic 
students, 69.1 percent for 
American indian/Alaska 
native students, and 66.1 
percent for black students.

“Our high school drop-
out rate is still unsustain-
ably high for a knowledge-

based economy and still 
unacceptably high in our 
African-American, Latino, 
and native-American com-
munities,” Duncan said.

Across the United States, 
more than 500,000 students 
who were supposed to 
graduate in the 2009-2010 
academic year dropped out, 
a rate of 3.4 percent. That 
figure represents a decline 
from 4.1 percent in the 
2008-2009 period.

Asian/pacific islander 
and white students had the 
lowest dropout rates, at 1.9 
percent and 2.3 percent, 
respectively. in increasing 
order, the dropout rate for 
Hispanic students was 5.0 
percent; for black students, 
5.5 percent; and for Ameri-
can indian/Alaska native 
students, 6.7 percent.

Report: black high school 
graduation rates lowest in country
Predominantly black Washington, 
D.C., ranks among worst
By Zenitha Prince
Special to the NNPA from 
the Afro-American Newspaper

By Charlene Crowell
NNPA Columnist By James Clingman

NNPA Columnist

The Mississippi Link Newswire



Central Mississippi Medi-
cal Center (CMMC) Chef 
Kristin Gazaway conducted 
a cooking class for students 
taking part in the 21st Centu-
ry program at Peeples Mid-
dle School, February 21. On 
this day, the students helped 
prepare an Italian menu of 
bruschetta with fresh basil 
and mozzarella, angel hair 
pasta with homemade pesto, 
and grilled seafood skewers 
with herb lemon sauce. 

Over the course of the six-
week program, students also 
learned how to make south-
ern dishes, healthy snacks, 
soups, and sauces. 

Information Computing 
Technology teacher Daron 
Pritchard, who works with 
the students in the 21st Cen-
tury after-school program, 

also participated 
in the cooking les-
sons.

Peeples Middle 
collaborated with 
CMMC through the 
Partners in Educa-
tion program to 
bring the cooking 
classes to the after-
school students. 
CMMC has been 
an adopter of the 
school for more than 
30 years. The class-
es taught students, 
not only cooking 
techniques, but also 
other valuable life skills. 
The classes help boost self-
esteem, promote teamwork, 
and improve students’ math-
ematics and literacy skills in 
support of the goals of the 
21st Century program. 

The 21st Century pro-
gram promotes the creation 
of community learning cen-
ters that provide academic 
enrichment opportunities 
during non-school hours 
for children. It helps stu-

dents meet state and local 
standards in core academic 
subjects and offers students 
a broad array of enrichment 
activities that complement 
their regular academic pro-
grams. Jayda Washington, a soc-

cer player for Murrah High 
School, signed a two year 
scholarship with Co-Lin Ju-
nior College, March 6, 2013, 
at Murrah High School. 

Washington is a scholar ath-
lete and member of the Lady 
of Perfection Dance Team. 
The creative and talented 
student athlete plans to ma-
jor in computer science at 
Co-Lin.

The Murrah High School 
JROTC Leadership Team 
consisting of four cadets, 
along with their instructor 
LTC Veronica Baker, will 
join one other Army JROTC 
team from the State of Mis-
sissippi (Florence High 
School) to participate in the 
prestigious Army Leadership 
Symposium.

 The Army will pay all ex-
penses for the cadets and the 
instructor to attend the four-
day symposium in the Wash-
ington, D.C. area.

Selection criteria to partici-
pate in this symposium was 
extremely challenging, as 
the Army made it mandatory 
for all 1731 Junior ROTC 
units across the nation and 
in several overseas locations 
to participate in the compe-
tition. The competition was 

administered by the College 
Options Foundation and con-
sisted of two levels of stan-
dardized tests conducted on-
line. The tests consisted of 
high school level math and 
science questions as well as 
questions from the JROTC 
curriculum, and cadets had 
to apply their overall knowl-
edge in solving practical ex-
ercises based on real-world 
scenarios.

Teams scoring in the top 
50 percent from level one 
competition advanced to 
compete at level two. Four 
JPS JROTC units (Callaway, 
Jim Hill, Lanier and Mur-
rah), along with 558 other 
JROTC units across the na-
tion advanced to compete at 
level two. The highest scor-
ing 40 teams from level two 
competition were selected to 
participate in the symposium.

CMMC teaches cooking and 
life skills to Peeples students

Murrah student 
receives soccer 
scholarship

Murrah JROTC leadership 
team earns trip to 
Washington, D.C. for Army 
Leadership Symposium

CMMC Chef Kristen Gazaway teaches cooking class to Peeples Middle School students. 

Washington

Left to Right: C/CSM Agodtis McClendon, C/PFC Maria Thompson, C/
CPT Alexandria Jones, C/SFC Makara Bumper, LTC Veronica Baker

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Educational assessments should 
be revamped to help educators 
improve teaching and learning in-
stead of being narrowly used - and 
in some cases misused - for pur-
poses of accountability.

That is one of the key ideas that 
an independent commission prof-
fered recently as the commission 
released a new report on what its 
members envision as a radically 
transformed “assessment enter-
prise.”

“We certainly recognize and en-
dorse the use of some type of as-
sessment for accountability,” said 
Dr. Edmund Gordon, a psychology 
professor at Yale and Teachers Col-
lege at Columbia University who 
serves as chairman of the Gordon 
Commission on the Future of As-
sessment in Education.

“But on our commission,” Gor-
don said of the commission that is 
named in his honor, “we most of-
ten talked about the possibility that 
another purpose may be superior, 
and this is informing and improv-
ing teaching and learning, both the 
processes by which we learn and 
teach and the outcomes.”

Gordon made his remarks at The 
George Washington University for 
the public release of the commis-
sion’s technical and public policy 
reports.

The reports are accompanied by 
a series of papers that deal with a 
variety of subjects, from “changing 
targets” in educational assessments 
to “the challenges of diversity, eq-
uity and excellence.”

The commission is funded and 
gets administrative support from 
Educational Testing Service, but 
Gordon said the commission oper-
ates independently of ETS.

The recommendations outlined 
in the commission’s new reports 
drew mixed reviews from within 
the higher education community.

Some, such as Elena Silva, 
senior associate at the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement 

of Teaching, 
praised the re-
ports, saying they 
collectively bring 
more “scope 
and depth” to 
the national con-
versation about 
the usefulness of 
educational as-
sessments.

But others sug-
gested the reports 
lack the speci-
ficity needed to 
transform the 
way assessments 
are designed and 
used.

“This report 

is kind of a vision statement. It 
doesn’t get mired in details,” said 
Robert M. Hauser, a sociology 
professor at the University of Wis-
consin - Madison and a member of 
the National Research Council and 
National Academy of Sciences.

“And it doesn’t provide a real 
map of exactly the areas where you 
carry out serious scientific design 
of assessment,” Hauser said. “It’s 
difficult to talk about going into the 
future of assessment without going 
into some of those details.”

The report comes at a time when 
all but five states have adopted the 
Common Core State Standards - a 
new set of standards meant to bring 
greater uniformity to what students 
throughout the nation are expected 
to learn at various grade levels.

The commission’s public policy 
report notes that, while the stan-
dards emphasize problem-solving, 
creativity and critical thinking over 
the “memorization of isolated facts 
and decontextualized skills,” the 
assessments meant to reinforce the 
standards will not be given until 
2015.

States will be “deeply engaged” 
in implementing the new standards 
and preparing for the new assess-
ments over the next few years, the 
commission notes in its report, 
which it says comes at a “propi-
tious” time for a “fundamental re-
conceptualization of the purposes 
of educational assessments.”

Among other things, the Gordon 
Commission is calling on states 
to create a permanent Council on 
Educational Assessments modeled 
on the Education Commission of 
the States.

The envisaged council would 
evaluate the strengths and weak-
nesses of the assessment systems 
being developed by Smarter Bal-
anced and Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for College and 
Careers - two consortia of states 
charged with developing assess-
ments under the Common Core 
State Standards - as well as the 
effect of assessments on teaching 
and learning.

“There will be some who will 
argue that, with the work of the 
PARCC and Smarter Balanced 
state consortia to create new as-
sessment systems not yet com-
plete, it would be better to wait 
before pursuing major policy 
changes,” the public policy report 
states. “The Commission disagrees 
and believes that because that work 
is unfinished, now is the time to 
move toward more fundamental 
changes.”

The council envisaged by the 
commission would also create a 
study group to examine the “chal-
lenges of equitable assessment” in 
order to “explore issues related to 
diversity, equity and excellence.”

EDUCATION
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On April 28-29, 2013, Al-
corn State University will be 
the site for the first-ever Diver-
sity and Inclusion Summit on 
HBCUs. This historic event, 
co-sponsored by the Alcorn 
State University Office of Ed-
ucational Equity and Inclusion 
and the National Association 
of Diversity Officers in Higher 
Education, will bring together 
chief diversity officers, admin-
istrators, faculty, staff, students 
and researchers to build com-
munity, explore best practices, 
and chart the direction for di-
versity and inclusion work at 
these historic institutions.

The Summit will kick off 
at 3 p.m., Sunday, April 28, 

with an opening address by the 
18th President of Alcorn State 
University, Dr. M. Christopher 
Brown II. An expert on HB-
CUs and educational equity, 
Dr. Brown’s talk will focus on 
the centrality of diversity and 
inclusion to the mission of his-
torically black schools.

Over the two days, partici-
pants will enjoy a series of dy-
namic panels and presentations 
on topics ranging from multi-
cultural recruitment and pro-
gramming to framing the di-
versity narrative to black male 
achievement. A highlight event 
on Monday, April 29, will be 
a panel of HBCU presidents 
sharing their expertise and vi-
sion for the future of diversity 

and inclusion efforts.
Myrlie Evers, a civil rights 

legend and Distinguished 
Scholar-in-Residence at Al-

corn, who delivered the invo-
cation at the recent Presiden-
tial Inauguration, will provide 
the closing keynote address.

“We are so excited to con-
tinue breaking new ground in 
diversity work at HBCUs and 
look forward to convening the 
nation’s top thought and ac-
tion leaders to develop ideas 
which can enhance the spirit 
of inclusion and equity across 
all campuses,” said Dr. Derek 
Greenfield, Summit chair and 
director of Educational Equity 
and Inclusion at Alcorn.

Benjamin D. Reese Jr., 
president of the National Asso-
ciation of Diversity Officers in 
Higher Education (NADOHE), 
and vice president and chief 
diversity officer at Duke Uni-
versity, stated, “This Summit 
is an important opportunity for 
NADOHE to assist HBCUs in 

exploring appropriate campus 
models for professionals who 
lead campus diversity.”

Registration for the Sum-
mit is $75 and includes three 
meals, with a $10 discount 
provided to individuals regis-
tering prior to March 15. The 
host hotel is the Holiday Inn in 
Vicksburg, Miss., with a spe-
cial rate of $79 plus tax avail-
able for attendees.

For more information, 
please visit hbcudiversity.al-
corn.edu/dish. To register for 
the Summit, please visit hbcu-
diversity.eventbrite.com. All 
additional questions can be 
directed to Dr. Greenfield at 
601.443.7167 or dgreenfield@
alcorn.edu 

Dozens of Mississippi com-
munity college students flood-
ed the Capitol in Jackson Feb-
ruary 28, to ask their legislators 
to continue their financial sup-
port of the 15 colleges.

At a morning news confer-
ence, State Sen. Terry Burton 
of Newton told community 
college supporters that law-
makers appreciate the job the 
colleges do.

“It’s important for us to know 
as legislators that the best val-
ue in education in Mississippi 
and, I believe, in the world is 

the Mississippi community and 
junior college system. Our con-
tinued economic success de-
mands that we provide for you 
the best funding source that we 
can from the state. It doesn’t go 
unnoticed - the accountability, 
the efficiency and the numbers 
of people you serve with those 
funds,” Burton said. “We’re 
going to do the very best that 
we can in funding you.”

With 68 percent of all fresh-
men as their students, Missis-
sippi’s 15 community colleges 
play a key role in the state’s 
higher education system that 

leads to a more 
educated populace 
and a trained work-
force.

In 2007 legisla-
tors promised to 
fund the colleges 
at the Mid-Level 
point - per-student 
funding halfway 
between K-12 
education and the 
regional public 
universities - but 
the community 
colleges are only 
getting 52 percent 
of the promised 
funds.  The colleg-
es are seeking to 
regain the ground 
they lost since the legislation 
was passed and funding was 
only 28 percent below the Mid-
Level target. It will take $73.5 
million to make it to that point.

Mid-Level Funding man-
dates per-student funding for 
community colleges that is 
midway between per-student 
funding for K-12 students 
and regional public univer-
sity students. Using data from 
FY 2011, the regional public 
universities were funded at 
$5,803 per student and public 
schools were funded at $4,560 
per student. Accordingly, com-
munity colleges should have 
been funded at $5,182 per stu-
dent, but instead received only 
$2,686 per student.

Dr. Eric Clark, executive di-
rector of the Mississippi Com-
munity College Board, said the 
colleges are life-changers.

“I am absolutely certain that 
the primary institution at this 
point in our history which is 
helping folks get off welfare, 
get out of minimum wage jobs 
and stay out of jail is our Mis-
sissippi community colleges,” 
he said.

Among the speakers at the 
news conference was Brian 
Carriere, vice president of the 
900-member Mississippi Fac-

ulty Association for Communi-
ty and Junior Colleges, which 
hosts the annual Capitol Day 
event.

“We know the legislators see 
the community colleges as im-
portant, that they are the linch-
pin of the higher education in 
the state of Mississippi,” said 
Carriere, a history instructor at 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Com-
munity College. “We are the 
greatest bargain in the state 
of Mississippi. We ask you to 
reach a little bit deeper in those 
pockets and help us to help you 
in the state of Mississippi.”

Hinds Community College 
student Brenda Tyler shared 
her story of returning to col-
lege at age 45 after the plant 
where she worked closed. She 
will graduate in May with a 
degree in business office tech-
nology. She has already been 
offered a job.

“I intend to be in the work-
force for another 20 years, and 
Hinds has equipped me with 
skills needed for a new career,” 
Tyler, now 47.

The community colleges 
enroll more than 80,000 stu-
dents, including 56 percent of 
all undergraduates and half of 
all students, including graduate 
students, taking a credit course.

Alcorn State University to host historic 
Summit on Diversity and Inclusion
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Sen. Terry Burton

Community college students, 
faculty meet with local legislators

Group calls for 
radical changes to 
standardized tests

hindscc.edu

LIBERTY TAX 
SERVICE ®

North Jackson Locations:

204 Triangle Drive
Triangle Mart 

(Northside Dr @ N. State St.)
601-982-1706

5735 I-55 North
 I-55 N @ Beasley Rd 
(across from Carmax)

769-251-0265

WE ARE 
EXPERIENCED AND 

WILL WORK TO 
PREPARE THE MOST 

FAVORABLE TAX 
RETURN FOR YOU

We offer courtesy pick 
up and drop off services

This conference is designed to build relationships between 
Mississippi businesses and federal, state 

& local government and corporate buyers. This 
year’s procurement conference will also promote 

partnerships and strategic alliances to aid Mississippi 
businesses with competing in the global marketplace.

May 8
 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM

Optional Tour of Vicksburg

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Welcoming Reception at the Courtyard Marriott

May 9 
7:30 AM - 3:30 PM

Workshop & Trade Fair

To register, go to http://mississippi.cvent.com/2013Opportunities.  
For more information, please call 601-359-2904, 

email jlenoir@mississippi.org or visit www.mscpc.com.

2013 
GOVERNMENT 
PROCUREMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
CONFERENCE

MISSISSIPPI PROCUREMENT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

May 8-9, 2013
Vicksburg Convention Center and Auditorium

1600 MULBERRY STREET | VICKSBURG, MS 39180

Federal, State, Local, and other agencies 
will be on site for this event. 

By Jamaal Abdul-AlimNNPA 
diverseeducation.com



The son of actors Taye Diggs 
and Idina Menzel made his mod-
eling debut this week in a new 
‘Got Milk?’ breakfast campaign 
with Kellogg’s.

Three-year-old Walker Diggs 
joined his pops to help spread the 
word about child hunger within 
the United States and the impor-
tance of kids eating a healthy 
breakfast to start off their day.

“Being able to shoot the Got 
Milk? ad with my son was one 
of the better times in life just 
because, obviously, the ad is go-
ing to last forever,” Diggs tells 
People.com.

The father-son duo are fea-
tured sharing a bowl of cereal 
and flashing bright white smiles 
with milk moustaches, but the 
42-year-old admits he had a 
tough time getting Walker to fo-
cus during the shoot.

“We had to constantly make up 
games and excuses just to keep 
him occupied,” said Diggs. “So 
when it seems like he’s smiling, 
he’s actually roaring because he 
wanted to be a tiger.”

In honor of National Break-
fast Week, Diggs’ “Got Milk?” 
ad shares billing with Kellogg’s 
Share Breakfast hunger initiative 
which aims to provide more than 
one million breakfasts to kids in 
need.

“We’re dealing with childhood 
hunger and anything involving 
children means a lot to me be-
cause I have a kid,” Diggs told 
Parenting magazine. “We didn’t 
have a lot of money when I was 

growing up. There were days 
when I would go to school with-
out having as much for breakfast 
as I would have liked, so I know 
the importance of kids getting off 
to a good start.”

HEALTH
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Taye Diggs in ‘Got Milk?’ 
ad with 3-year-old son
UPI.com

Black History Month has 
ended, but we don’t adhere to 
the 28 day limit on recognition 
of African American excel-
lence.

Dr. Jane Cooke Wright was 
a pioneer in cancer treatment. 
She spearheaded the treatment 
of chemotherapy as a standard 
treatment for cancer patients. 
She died at home in Gutten-
berg, N.J. at the age of 93 on 
February 19.

Medicine was in Wright’s 
blood. Her father, Dr. Louis 
Tompkins Wright, was also a 
well-respected physician who 
was the first African Ameri-
can doctor to be appointed to 
a staff position at a New York 
municipal hospital. He also be-
came the first African Ameri-
can police surgeon, according 
to the Afro’s report from the 
National Institutes of Health.

Dr. Jane Cooke Wright start-

ed experimenting 
with anti-cancer 
agents on leukemia 
in mice with her 
dad while he was 
the director of the 
Cancer Research 
Foundation at Har-
lem Hospital. After 
his death in 1952, 
she succeeded him 
as director. 

President Lyn-
don B. Johnson ap-
pointed her to the 
President’s Com-
mission on Heart 
Disease, Cancer 
and Stroke and in 
the same year, Dr. 
Wright founded 
the American Soci-
ety of Clinical On-
cologists (ASCO).

Her career is filled with ac-
complishments in medicine in-
cluding 75 published research 

papers on chemotherapy dur-
ing her illustrious 40-year ca-
reer. 

Chemotherapy pioneer Jane 
Cooke Wright dies at 93
eurweb.com

Dr. Jane Cooke Wright was a trailblazer in can-
cer treatment making chemotherapy a standard 
treatment for cancer patients.

Tobacco kills about 443,000 
people in the U.S. each year which 
is about 1,200 a day and the num-
bers are rising. 

The Community Students Learn-
ing Center (CSLC), county and 
school officials, and others will join 
forces to help decrease that number 
by a “Kick Butts” Day Awareness 
Rally, Wednesday, March 20, at 10 
a.m. on the grounds of the center, at 
333 Yazoo St., in Lexington, Miss.

According to the Campaign 
for Tobacco-Free Kids, which is 
sponsored by the United Health 
Foundation, “Kick Butts Day is a 
national day of activism that em-
powers youth to stand out, speak 
up and seize control against big 
tobacco.” The first Kick Butts Day 
was held in 1996. 

“Smoking can have harmful ef-
fects on your body. And not only 
does it affect you but it affects ev-
eryone around you,” said CSLC 
Executive Director Beulah Greer. 
“We are so grateful to have re-
ceived one of the mini-grants from 
The Campaign.”

The rally will feature motiva-
tional speaker and physical fitness 

advocate C. Rochelle Culp, project 
director for Mississippi Tobacco-
Free Coalition of Madison, Yazoo 
and Holmes Counties. 

Culp will also be the keynote 
speaker at a Kick Butts general as-
sembly at William-Sullivan High 
School in Durant, Miss. later that 
afternoon, March 20.

The Holmes County Board of 
Supervisors will present a county-
wide Kick Butts Proclamation and 
youth will have the opportunity to 
sign no-smoking pledges. A fea-
tured activity will be “a memorial 
wall” in memory of victims who 
have fallen due to the use of to-
bacco. 

“We want our youth, their fami-
lies and the community to come out 
and place a picture or some type 
of memorial tribute to their loved 
ones who were victims of harm-
ful tobacco,” said Gail M. Brown, 
CSLC project director.

Organizers say the memorial 
wall raises awareness about the 
dangers of smoking and promote 
healthy lifestyles. “Cigarette use by 
our teens is extremely dangerous 
to their health,” said James Young, 
president of the Holmes County 

Board of Supervisors. 
Young, who is a health care pro-

fessional with years of experience, 
has seen what tobacco use will do 
to a body. “Users are at a higher 
risk of developing heart disease 
and other problems. Our athletes 
are not able to function at full ca-
pacity. Therefore, it is important 
for us to teach our teens about the 
harms of tobacco,” he said. 

The event is open to the com-
munity.

For more information, contact 
Executive Director Beulah Greer 
at (662) 834-0905 or (601) 927-
1495. 

CSLC, Holmes County “Kick Butts” 
to fight harmful tobacco use
Mini-grant helps rally support for awareness efforts 
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Culp



DETROIT - Former Detroit 
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick was 
convicted March 11 of corrup-
tion charges, ensuring a re-
turn to prison for a man once 
among the nation’s youngest 
big-city leaders.

Jurors convicted Kilpatrick 
of a raft of crimes, includ-
ing a racketeering conspiracy 
charge. He was portrayed dur-
ing a five-month trial as an 
unscrupulous politician who 
took bribes, rigged contracts 
and lived far beyond his means 
while in office until fall 2008.

Prosecutors said Kilpatrick 
ran a “private profit machine” 
out of Detroit’s City Hall. The 
government presented evi-
dence to show he got a share 
of the spoils after ensuring 
that Bobby Ferguson’s exca-
vating company was awarded 
millions in work from the wa-
ter department.

Business owners said they 
were forced to hire Ferguson 
as a subcontractor or risk los-
ing city contracts. 

Separately, fundraiser 
Emma Bell said she gave Kil-
patrick more than $200,000 
as his personal cut of political 
donations, pulling cash from 
her bra during private meet-
ings. 

A high-ranking aide, Der-
rick Miller, told jurors that he 

often was the middle 
man, passing bribes 
from others.

Internal Revenue 
Service agents said 
Kilpatrick spent 
$840,000 beyond 
his mayoral salary.

Ferguson, Kil-
patrick’s pal, was 
also convicted of a 
racketeering con-
spiracy charge. 
The jury could not 
reach a verdict on 
the same charge for 
Kilpatrick’s father, 
Bernard Kilpatrick, 
but convicted him 
of submitting a false 
tax return.

Kwame Kilpatrick, who 
now lives near Dallas, de-
clined to testify. He has long 
denied any wrongdoing, and 
defense attorney James Thom-
as told jurors that his client 
often was showered with cash 
gifts from city workers and 
political supporters during 
holidays and birthdays.

The government said Kil-
patrick abused the Civic Fund, 
a nonprofit fund he created to 
help distressed Detroit resi-
dents. There was evidence that 
it was used for yoga lessons, 
camps for his kids, golf clubs 
and travel.

Kilpatrick, 42, was elected 

in 2001 at age 31. He resigned 
in 2008 and pleaded guilty to 
obstruction of justice in a dif-
ferent scandal involving sexu-
ally explicit text messages and 
an extramarital affair with his 
chief of staff.

The Democrat spent 14 
months in prison for violating 
probation in that case after a 
judge said he failed to report 
assets that could be put toward 
his $1 million restitution to 
Detroit.

Voters booted his mother, 
Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick, 
from Congress in 2010, partly 
because of a negative percep-
tion of her due to her son’s 
troubles.

NATIONAL

CLARKSDALE, MS - 
There are more details in the 
murder of Mississippi mayor-
al candidate, Marco McMil-
lian. ABC 24 News tracked 
down the family who re-
ceived a panicked phone call 
from the accused killer, Law-
rence Reed. The family says 
Reed also stopped by their 
house only minutes after the 
murder. 

The home sits on Highway 
49 in Coahoma County, Miss., 
just outside of Clarksdale. It’s 
less than a mile from where 
McMillian’s truck was found 
crashed the morning of Febru-
ary 26. The sisters who live in 
the home said Reed stopped 
by their house just before he 
crashed McMillian’s truck, 
and ended up in the hospital. 
“He was supposed to have 
taken him to a party in Marks, 
but you know, they didn’t ever 
make it,” one sister said. 

Clarksdale is a small town 
with a lot of talk. The sisters 
asked to not be identified be-
cause of what they call, “small 
town politics.” 

In Clarskdale, everyone’s 
taking a side. Reed’s room-
mate, Kamillia Evans, told 
abc24.com just days after the 
murder, “If he did do it he was 
defending himself.” 

Lamar Kearney is a Clarks-
dale resident who doesn’t be-
lieve the claim, “That don’t 
sound like self defense to me.”

However, the sisters say 
Reed told them everything. 
Just after midnight on Febru-
ary 26, their youngest sister 
received a panicked call from 
Reed. One sister says, “He 
called at 12:11 a.m. and he 
told her that the dude (McMil-

lian) was trying to rape him. 
He was exposing himself to 
him, playing with himself, 
telling him to do things and 
then he’ll take him home.” 

He told the girl he was on 
a back road and couldn’t get 
away. A few minutes later a 
bruised, bloody and broken 
Reed showed up at their back 
porch. “He just looked like 
he had been through war...” 
one sister described, “He was 
standing in the back, back 
here, telling God to forgive 
him. He didn’t mean to do it, 
and he was saying that he just 
wanted to die.”

She said when Reed couldn’t 
get away from McMillian, he 
used the chain on his wallet 
to choke the 200 pound poli-
tician. “He was shaking real 
hard, he was crying real hard, 
he was circling, begging for 
somebody to talk to him.” 

The sisters said Reed was 
inconsolable and, they be-
lieve, suicidal. “When he left 
out, he just drove out, sped up 
and hit a white truck head on.”

McMillian’s family re-
leased a statement saying the 
politician was dragged, beaten 

and burned. A source close to 
the investigation told abc24.
com the family’s description 
of the death was inaccurate. 
His face was swollen. He had 
a black eye, he was dragged 
by hand a few feet and there 
were burn marks on small ar-
eas of his skin. 

Still, Mississippi Congress-
man Bennie Thompson wants 
every avenue pursued. He 
asked the FBI to investigate 
whether this was a hate crime, 
based on the fact that McMil-
lian was openly gay. 

Thompson said, “There are 
a lot of people who are hurt 
in this situation and if we can 
provide any additional infor-
mation as to what went into 
the unfortunate and untimely 
death of Mr. McMillian then 
hopefully this additional re-
view by the FBI will give us 
that information.”

The FBI released the fol-
lowing statement: “The FBI 
is aware of the case, has been 
monitoring the State’s inves-
tigation, and will assess evi-
dence to determine whether 
federal prosecution is appro-
priate.”

Accused killer’s 
actions moments after 
McMillian’s murder

Disgraced former Detroit 
Mayor Kilpatrick convicted 
of corruption charges

The black unemployment 
rate remained near 14 percent, 
according to a recent report by 
the U.S. Department of Labor.

The February rate appears 
locked at 13.8 percent, ac-
cording to the department. The 
January rate was also at 13.8 
percent, which is close to a 14 
percent high in December.

The black unemployment 
rate is about double the white 
rate of 6.8 percent.

The overall rate was down 
from to 7.8 percent to 7.7 per-
cent. 

A Mississippi television 
anchorman can keep docu-
ments and other materials 
tied to the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr., that the civil rights 
leader’s estate sued to obtain, 
a federal appeals court panel 
ruled March 8.

King’s estate sued WLBT-
TV’s Howard Ballou in Sep-
tember 2011 in U.S. District 
Court in Jackson. The estate 
wanted possession of docu-
ments, photographs and oth-
er items that Ballou’s mother 
got while working for King.

Maude Ballou worked as 
King’s secretary from 1955 
to 1960 and kept documents 
during the time King led the 
Montgomery Improvement 
Association and the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence, the lawsuit said.

Maude Ballou said King 
gave her the material.

U.S. District Judge Tom 
Lee dismissed the estate’s 
lawsuit March 23, saying 
there was nothing to contra-
dict Maude Ballou’s testi-
mony that King gave her the 
material and that the statute 
of limitations had passed.

A three-judge panel from 
the 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in New Orleans 
upheld the decision based on 
the statute of limitations rul-
ing.

The panel said the clock 
started when Maude Ballou 
left King’s employment in 
1960, not when the estate 
asked Howard Ballou for the 
material in 2010. The estate 
said it didn’t know about the 
material until a newspaper 

wrote about it that year.
“Thank God justice pre-

vailed,” Howard Ballou said 
in a telephone interview. “I’m 
just happy for my mother.”

King’s estate, a Georgia 
corporation operated as a 
private company by his chil-
dren, is known to fight for 
control of the King brand 
and has sued media compa-
nies that used his “I Have a 
Dream” speech.

One of the estate’s attor-
neys did not immediately 
respond to a request for com-
ment. It wasn’t immediately 
clear if the estate planned to 
ask for a rehearing or appeal 
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

The documents described 
in court records include a 
sermon; a statement King 
made the day after a land-
mark Supreme Court ruling 
on segregation; and a hand-
written letter to Ballou’s 
mother from civil rights icon 
Rosa Parks.

After working for King, 
Ballou’s parents went to 
work at what is now Eliza-
beth City State University 
in North Carolina, where 

Leonard Ballou was as an 
archivist. Leonard Ballou ap-
parently stored the material 
in the university’s basement, 
unbeknownst to anyone, un-
til it was discovered by the 
university in 2007 and re-
turned to the Ballou family.

The court record said the 
university contacted Howard 
Ballou about taking posses-
sion of the material because 
his father was deceased. His 
mother is alive.

Ballou’s lawyer, Robert 
Gibbs, said Ballou’s parents 
were personal friends of 
King and the letters, photo-
graphs and other items were 
gifts that rightfully belong to 
Ballou’s family.

Gibbs said that the 5th Cir-
cuit ruling clears up any is-
sue of ownership, but he’s 
prepared to fight if the King 
estate appeals the ruling.

The 5th Circuit panel “de-
cided the statute of limita-
tions issue, which does clear 
up the ownership issue, be-
cause the ownership claims 
they were making should 
have been made a long time 
ago,” Gibbs said.

Black unemployment 
remains near 14 percent

TV anchor can 
keep MLK papers
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Former Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick 
leaves federal court in Detroit earlier this year.

Howard Ballou (left photo). Maude Ballou with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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PSA Poetryfest 
Poems Wanted

Poetryfest is sponsoring a poetry contest free to 
everyone. There are 100 prizes in all, and the $1,000 
grand prize goes to the last poet standing.

Poems of 21 lines or less on any subject and in any 
style will be judged by the Contest Director Betty 
Cummins Starr-Joyal. “We are a nonprofit group 
of friendly poets who love awarding cash prizes 
to deserving poets,” she says. “We love to read and 
discuss new poems and trust this contest will produce 
exciting discoveries!”

Send one poem to: Free Poetry Contest, PO Box 3336, Central Point, OR 97502.
Or enter at www.friendlypoets.com. Deadline for entering is March 31,2013.

Include your name and address on the same page as your poem. All entrants will
be sent a winner’s list.

For more information you may contact
Betty Cummins Starr-Joyal, Contest Director

Email: bettystarrjoyal@yahoo.com



Recently a 
friend and I 
were having a 
discussion about 
my focus for the 
month of March.  
I told her that 

I was totally committed to 
Women’s History Month and 
wanted all of my guest writers 
to be females for the next few 
weeks. I then shared with her 
that it is a little more difficult 
to get information from my 
female writers then my male 
participants and we began our 
discussion on why?

Male readers of The Missis-
sippi Link, you know where 
I’m going with this but keep 
reading anyway.

It is no secret that wom-
en are the glue of any fam-
ily. Even though women are 
considered the weaker of the 
sexes, a female’s role in day 
to day activities is a prevalent 
one.

I’ll be honest with you, I 
don’t think any conversations 
about the roles of women have 
stayed with me more than the 
discussion I had with my hus-
band’s uncle more than 30 
years ago. At that time, I was 
a resident of Memphis, Tenn., 
and would visit Jackson, 
Miss., quite frequently. To my 
joy, during one of those visits, 
the uncle from Chicago was in 
town. We talked about every-
thing that was going on in my 
life at that time and then some. 
This wise old man responded 
with what I thought was the 
most profound description of 
a woman’s life that I had ever 
heard. His statement was, “It 
doesn’t matter what the age, 
‘A man’s work is from sun to 
sun, but a woman’s work is 
never done.’”

During that period in life, 
my father was very ill so I 
would constantly run to my 
parents’ home in Clarksdale, 
Miss., (approximately a one 
hour drive from Memphis). 
While there, I would do ba-
sically everything I could to 
help my mom with my dad and 
her ailing mother. My days 
would often begin at 5:30 a.m. 
and end at 1 a.m. Of course, 
I still had me to take care of 
and was actively involved in 
a relationship with my then 
boyfriend, now-husband.

That’s just a brief descrip-

tion of what was going on at 
that time, and now that I’ve 
added a spouse and children, 
I’m just as busy as ever and 
I’m not alone.

Women everywhere are 
usually the first to rise from 
bed in the morning, help to 
prepare loved ones for what-
ever the day has in store, take 
on challenges/joys of the day, 
assist loved ones in winding 
down for the evening, and 
then are the last ones to go to 
bed at night.

So, even though people of-
ten add multiple “any and ev-
ery thing” to a woman’s agen-
da, females may not get that 
extra something done imme-
diately, but it does get done.

No, my brothers, I’m not 
taking anything from you. A 
man’s day is filled with a lot 
of responsibilities as well, but 
at the end of the day - leisure 
time is more in a man’s favor.   

My sisters around the world 
are being honored this month 
for so many contributions to 
the world; contributions that 
go beyond sun to sun. After 
all, a woman’s work is never 
done and during the month of 
March, her impact is shared 
more than ever.

To sisters everywhere who 
profess God’s love, thank you 
for all that you do to keep God 
alive and more importantly, 
for being a personal messen-
ger for the Lord. 

Remember the verse that 
I often find myself sharing 
with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beauti-
ful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to 
Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to not only share the news 
of sisters but all who would 
like to tell others their news 
and about their places of wor-
ship and even those that you 
visit.

You may contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@missis-
sippilink.com. Fax 601-896-
0091 or mail your information 
to The Mississippi Link, 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorGod’s women fight for freedom

Jarena Lee: preaching trailblazer

First Lady enjoys gospel group with the ladies

 During this month of salut-
ing the accomplishments of 
Women, God-fearing women, 
females have forged a path of 
accomplishments that are often 
overlooked. Before and during 
Harriett Tubman’s lifetime, the 
fight for freedom was prevalent 
and prayers to overcome en-
trapment were rampant.

March 10, 
2013 marked 
the centen-
nial of Harri-
ett Tubman’s 
death. Tub-
man, a run-
away slave 
born in 1822, 
became the 

most famous “conductor” on 
the Underground Railroad, the 
secret network of safe houses 
used by runaway slaves to es-
cape to freedom. To mark the 
anniversary of the Tubman’s 
death and to celebrate Women’s 
History Month, several women 
abolitionists who may not be as 

well-known as Tubman, are be-
ing recognized for their work in 
the anti-slavery moment.

Mary Ellen 
Pleasant was 
an abolition-
ist and entre-
preneur who 
was known as 
the “mother 
of the civil 
rights” for her 
attempts to 
desegregate 

San Francisco streetcars in the 
1860s. At one point she was 
considered the richest black 
woman in America, and she 
used her considerable wealth to 
support efforts to end slavery.

S a r a h 
Parker Re-
mond, a 
black Sa-
lem, Mass., 
native, was 

a well-
k n o w n 
anti-slav-

ery lecturer who spoke so 
eloquently about the hor-
rors of slavery that she was 
sent to England in 1859 by 
the American Anti-Slavery 
Society. When the Civil 
War began in 1861, and 
with England considering 
siding with the Confedera-
cy because of its need for 
cotton, Remond was there 
to remind the British that 
ending slavery was more 
important than their eco-
nomic interest.

M a r i a 
W. Stewart 
was a lec-
turer and 
author who 
first came 
to promi-
nence writ-
ing for Wil-
liam Lloyd 
Garrison’s 
newspaper, 

The Liberator. She would 
become one of the first 
American women to speak 

to a mixed crowd of men 
and women, which was 
considered sacrilegious at 
the time.  She would also 
become the first African-
American woman to give 
public speeches about 
abolitionism and women’s 
rights, especially black 
women’s rights.

F r a n c e s 
Ellen Wat-
kins Harper 
was a writer 
and poet 
who used her 
literary gifts 
to speak 
out against 
slavery, rac-

ism and classism. Her poem 
“Bury Me in a Free Land” 
become one of her most 
famous works. At 67 years 
old, she became one of 
the first African-American 
women to publish a novel, 
“Iola Leroy.”

Captions by Genetta M. 
Adams

The historic Howard The-
atre, in Washington D.C., 
hasn’t even been open a year 
since its $29 million renova-
tion, but the venue can already 
boast two visits from the Capi-
tol’s most popular cultural pa-
tron, Michelle Obama. 

The First Lady stopped by 
the theater recently for the 
second time in 2013 to take in 
a show by Grammy-winning 
gospel group Sweet Honey in 
the Rock.

The all-female, a cappella 
troupe, was described as “one 
of my favorite groups in the 
whole wide world,” by Obama 
during the group’s performance 
at the White House in February 
2009, praising them for their 
commitment to “the African-
American tradition of using 
music and song to advance 
freedom and social justice.”

Mrs. Obama was accom-
panied to the concert by her 
mother, Marian Robinson; spe-
cial advisor to the president, 

Valerie Jarrett; and Dr. Sharon 
Malone, the wife of Attorney 

General Eric Holder, as well as 
six others.

One of my 
greatest inspi-
rations is Jare-
na Lee. Born in 
1783, Lee was 
one of the first 
known African 

American women in minis-
try. Lee lived during a time of 
significant racial and gender 
bias. Not only was it a time 
of significant oppression for 
African-Americans, it was 
a time of clearly prescribed 
boundaries for women.

Lee was both African-
American and a woman, 
which meant oppression 
upon suppression. In reli-
gious communities, this gen-
der bias was compounded. As 
Bishop Richard Allen, found-
er of the African Methodist 
Episcopal (AME) Church, 
recalled in the early 1800s, 
there was no known record of 
any woman preaching. How-
ever, Lee knew that she was 
called by God to preach and 
determined that the absence 
of women preachers by no 
means meant her disqualifi-
cation.

While most people are 
familiar with Jarena Lee’s 
younger preaching contem-

porary, Sojourner Truth, few 
know that Lee was also a 
trailblazer. Not only did she 
lay a great path for women 
to preach, her effectiveness 
made room for future gen-
erations of women to be or-
dained in the AME church, 
even though she was not or-
dained.  

Lee challenged the social 
and religious norms of her 
day, and even ours, by posing 
a controversial theological 
argument:

“For as unseemly as it may 
appear nowadays for a wom-
an to preach, it should be re-
membered that nothing is im-
possible with God. And why 
should it be thought impos-
sible, heterodox, or improper 
for a woman to preach, see-
ing the Savior died for the 
woman as well as the man? If 
the man may preach, because 
the Savior died for him, why 
not the woman, seeing he did 
for her also? Is he not a whole 
Savior, instead of a half one, 
as those who hold it wrong 
for a woman to preach, would 
seem to make it appear?” - 
from Jarena Lee’s “Receiv-
ing the Call to Preach,” 1833.

If Lee were alive today, 
I wonder how astonished 
she’d be to know that women 

are still combating the same 
pulpit injustice as she did 180 
years ago. I find her words of 
1833 so relevant in 2013 as 
thousands of Christian pas-
tors in this free country of 
ours continue to refuse ordi-
nation and equal preaching 
platforms to women based 
on a biblical principle incon-
sistent in other parts of the 
Bible. 

How much has really 
changed in these 180 years 
for preaching women in the 
Christian Church? For the 
fortunate women who par-
ticipate in religious commu-
nities that affirm and develop 
their gifts for ministry, a lot 
has changed. For the other 
preaching women who must 
call their preaching some-
thing other than preaching 
to accommodate the sexism 
of their religious context, 
past generations of preaching 
women like Jarena Lee push 
you forward.

I am proud to be a benefac-
tor of Jarena Lee’s courage, 
determination, and preaching 
witness. If it were not for her 
untiring commitment to the 
indescribable, unquenchable 
fire that propelled her for-
ward despite the challenging 
norms of her day, the annals 

of history would be missing a 
shining star. 

Rev. R. Janae Pitts-Mur-
dock, a native of Detroit, 
Michigan, relocated to Mem-
phis in 2008 to serve at Mis-
sissippi Boulevard Christian 
Church where she recently 
served as lead pastor. She has 
been featured in The African 
American Pulpit, a quarterly 
journal that served as a re-
pository for the very best of 
African American preach-
ing and provides practical 
and creative resources for 
persons in ministry. She is a 
member of Delta Sigma The-
ta Sorority, Inc. and serves 
as chaplain of the Southern 
Region.

She is a graduate of the 
University of Michigan - Ann 
Arbor with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Communica-
tion Studies; Carnegie Mel-
lon University with a Master 
of Science degree in Public 
Policy & Management; and 
United Theological Seminary 
with a Master of Divinity de-
gree. She is married to Jeffrey 
Allen Murdock Jr., director 
of choral programs at Mill-
ington Central High School. 
They have a toddler son, Jef-
frey Allen Murdock III.

W o R d s  F R o M  a  s E R v a n t
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R E i G n i n G 
a n n o u n c E M E n t s

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 
251 Kearney Park Road, Flora, continues to host its 
Magnificent March Services. On Sunday, March 31, 
at 11 a.m., a resurrection message, along with won-
derful singing will be delivered. For more visit infor-
mation visit www.holycityempowermentministries.
com or call (601) 879-3999.

Greater New Jericho Missionary Baptist Church, 
2294 Attala Rd. 4225, Sallis, Miss., will host its An-
nual Men’s Day program Saturday, March 30, at 6 
p.m. For more information call 601.214-1211.

New Jerusalem Church will host its Easter Cele-
bration, “Take Me to the King,” Sunday, March 31, at 
10 a.m. This free, city-wide event will be held at the 
Jackson Convention Center, 105 E. Pascagoula St., 
Jackson. For more information visit www.njc.ms.org 
or call 601-371-6772 or 601-206-5844.

True Light Missionary Baptist Church, 224 East 
Bell Street, Jackson, will host their annual Easter 
Sunday service, Sunday, March 31, at 8:30 a.m.  
For more information call 601-353-7364 or send an 
e-mail to infotlmbc@yahoo.com.

By Rev. R. Janae Pitts-Murdock
Guest Writer
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Humility mini-
mizes arrogance 
and removes 
pride. It is the 
understanding of 
our fallen nature 
and weaknesses 

that causes us to think we are 
better than we are and that 
causes us to strive to lift our-
selves above others and God. 
It is admitting that others, and 
most importantly God, are 
responsible for our achieve-
ments.  

Humility is not self-hatred 
or having a “poor me” attitude. 
It enables us to be a teachable 
person, one who is willing to 
have a good attitude of sub-
mission and servant-hood, a 
person who confesses sin and 
remembers how Christ served 
us. 

The Apostle Paul clearly 
reminds us in Romans 12:3, 
“For I say, through the grace 
given to me, to everyone who 
is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think 
soberly, as God has dealt to 
each one a measure of faith.” 
Healthy self-esteem is impor-
tant because some of us think 
too little of ourselves; howev-
er, on the other hand, some of 
us overestimate ourselves.

The key to an honest and ac-
curate evaluation is to know 
the basis of our self-worth and 
our identity in Christ. Apart 
from Him, we aren’t capable 
of very much by eternal stan-
dards; however, in Him, we 

are valuable and capable of 
worthy service. Evaluating 
yourself by the worldly stan-
dards of success and achieve-
ment can cause you to think 
too much about your worth 
in the eyes of others and thus 
miss your true value in God’s 
eyes.

David recorded in Psalm 
25:8-11, “Good and upright is 
the Lord; therefore, He teaches 
sinners in the way. The humble 
He guides in justice, and the 
humble He teaches His way. 
All the paths of the Lord are 
mercy and truth, unto such as 
keep His covenant and His 
testimonies. For your Name’s 
sake, O Lord, Pardon my iniq-
uity, for it is great.” 

We are bombarded today 
with relentless appeals to go 
in various directions. Televi-
sion advertising alone places 
hundreds of options before us, 
in addition to appeals made by 
political parties, cults, false 
religions, and dozens of other 
groups. Numerous organiza-
tions, including Christian or-
ganizations, seek to motivate 
us to support a cause. Add to 
that the dozens of decisions we 
must make concerning our job, 
our family, our money, our so-
ciety, and we become desper-
ate for someone to show us the 
right way. If you find yourself 
pulled in several directions, re-
member that God teaches the 
humble His way.

In the Gospel according 
to Luke 18: 9-14, Jesus tells 
the parable of two men who 
prayed. It states, “Also He 
spoke this parable to some 

who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and de-
spised others: two men went 
up to the temple to pray, one 
a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector.

“The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, 
‘God, I thank you that I am not 
like other men - extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this tax collector. I fast twice 
a week; I give tithes of all that 
I possess.’ And the tax collec-
tor, standing afar off, would 
not so much as raise his eyes 
to Heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be merciful to 
me a sinner!’ I tell you, this 
man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other; 
for everyone who exalts him-
self will be humbled and he 
who humbles himself will be 
exalted.”   

The Pharisee did not go to 
the temple to pray to God but to 
announce to all within earshot 
how good he was. The tax col-
lector went recognizing his sin 
and begging for mercy. Self-
righteousness is dangerous. It 
leads to pride, causes a person 
to despise others, and prevents 
him or her from learning any-
thing from God. The tax col-
lector’s prayer should be our 
prayer because we all need 
God’s mercy every day. Don’t 
let pride in your achievement 
cut you off from God.

The Lord calls for us to 
purposely humble ourselves 
before God. If we humble our-
selves, then we will go through 
less difficult circumstances in 
shaping our lives. John, the 

Baptist, records in John 3:30, 
“He must increase, but I must 
decrease.” John’s willingness 
to decrease in importance 
shows unusual humility. 

Pastors, ministers, Chris-
tian leaders, and believers can 
be tempted to focus more on 
the success of their ministries 
than on Christ; however, we 
must be aware of those who 
put more emphasis on their 
achievements than on God’s 
Kingdom.

Humility is the path of 
growth; it is the beginning of 
life. If we know the secret of 
humility, we will be able to 
joyfully grow. In Matthew 
18:2-5, it is the little child that 
Jesus told us to imitate, not 
the adult. Jesus used a child 
to help His self-centered dis-
ciples get the point. We are not 
to be childish but rather child-
like, with humble and sincere 
hearts.

If we say we follow Christ, 
we must also say we want to 
live as He lived. We should de-
velop His attitude of humility 
as we serve even when we are 
not likely to get recognition 
for our efforts.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church 
of God in Farmhaven (Can-
ton), Miss., and is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Presently, Rev. Green 
is a member of the National 
Association of Evangelism 
Church of God, Anderson, Ind. 
He serves as vice-chairman at 
the Southeastern Association 
of The Church of God, Inc. 

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of March 14

1.	 Take	Me	To	The	King	 	 Tamela	Mann
2.	 It’s	Not	Over	 	 	 Israel	&	New	Breed	Featuring	James	Fortune	&	Jason	Nelson
3.	 Hold	On	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA	Featuring	Monica	&	Fred	Hammond
4.	 Awesome	 	 	 Pastor	Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago
5.	 Life	&	Favor	(You	Don’t	Know)	 John	P.	Kee	And	New	Life
6.	 Turning	Around	For	Me	 	 VaShawn	Mitchell
7.	 Testimony	 	 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy
8.	 Your	Best	Days	Yet	 	 Bishop	Paul	S.	Morton
9.	 Clean	This	House	 	 Issac	Carree
10.	 I’ve	Seen	Him	Do	It	 	 Kurt	Carr	&	The	Kurt	Carr	Singers

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Christian Discipline: 
“Humility” - Part III

“ A u n t i e 
Wanda, are you 
okay?” I peeked 
through my fin-
gers which cov-
ered both of my 
eyes and nodded 

my head at my teenage niece and 
nephew who were asking this 
question about my response to the 
movie. Relieved that I was okay, 
they went back to commenting on 
how the shooting was so precise:   
“Great kill shot!” were words 
that I overheard both say at least 
twice while watching the movie.   
What was the movie? Django 
Unchained which my sister, their 
mother, agreed would be okay for 
them to see. In fact, after at least 
10 years of enjoying many chil-
dren’s movies and cartoons as part 
of a family movie going ritual, it 
was the first “adult” movie that 
we (meaning my niece, nephew 
and I) had seen together. 

When it was all over, they 
seemed completely unaffected 
by the violence and couldn’t wait 
to play Fruit Ninja in the movie 
theater arcade. However, I was 
troubled by the violence of the 
movie but at the same time in awe 
of what I thought was one aspect 
of the movie that was not talked 
about much by its critics. The 
movie was not just a revenge sto-
ry or one that trivialized slavery, it 
could also be seen as a story of the 
powerful sacrificial love that one 
man has for his wife. Even more 
so, despite using the n-word near-
ly 200 times and having graphic 
instances of horrific violence, the 
movie actually had what could be 
called a Christian message.

The Christian message I saw 
was the faith-fueled determination 
of Django to find his wife Broom-
hilda, no matter what. When he 
does find her, there is one pivotal 
scene where he shields her from 
a potential gun’s bullets. The way 
the camera is angled, she com-
pletely disappears and all that is 
seen is Django standing protec-
tively in front of her. All I could 
say when I saw that was “Wow,   
now that’s a man ...willing to give 
his life for his wife!”

I John 15-16 encourages that 
“By this we know love, because 
He laid down His life for us. And 
we also ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren.” Regard-
less of how difficult it looked, 
Django stayed focused on finding 
his wife and took necessary risks.   
I wouldn’t call Django a “Chris-
tian” movie but it does illustrate 
key Christian concepts of un-
shakeable faith and unconditional 
and sacrificial love.  

What would our lives as Chris-
tians be like if we used this same 
type of determination (not killing 
people to get what we wanted) 
but remaining so faithful and fo-
cused on what we believe God 
has called us to do? Like Django, 
we might have to endure what 
appear to be deceptively insur-
mountable obstacles as we exer-
cise our faith, but in the end, if 
we do not waver, we will obtain 
God’s blessings.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, at 
www.shewandariley.com or www.
anointedauthorsontour.com 

Your faith…
unchained

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E D

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link By	Shewanda	Riley

Columnist

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 13mArcH 14 - 20, 2013



CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING BY JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
AUTHORITY AT JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Notice is hereby given that the Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) 
will hold a public meeting (the “Meeting”) at 2:00 p.m. on March 26, 2013 in 
the Community Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at Jackson-
Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”). The purposes of the Meet-
ing are to: (1) discuss issues relating to Ground Transportation at JAN; and (2) 
discuss proposed changes to the Ground Transportation Rules and Regula-
tions for JAN (the “Rules”). All interested persons are invited to attend. A copy 
of the Rules with the proposed changes may be obtained by contacting Delsie 
Harris-Perry, Airport Security Division Administrative Assistant for JMAA at 
(601) 664-3596 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/downloads.cfm.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

DATE: March 5, 2013 
/s/Dirk B. Vanderleest 
Dirk B. Vanderleest, Chief Executive Officer

3/14/13

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

SAK Construction, LLC is seeking MBE and WBE businesses for the City 
of Jackson, Mississippi, West Bank Interceptor Sewer Rehabilitation, 
Phase III. The bids at 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19, 2013. Subcontrac-
tor opportunities are in the following areas: Sewer Cleaning and CCTV, 
Bypass Pumping, Excavation/Point Repairs, Manhole Construction/Re-
habilitation, Concrete, Site Restoration.  Plans and specifications may be 
procured at the office of the Engineer; Southern Consultants, Inc., 5740 
County Cork Road, Jackson, MS 39203, (601) 957-0999.

3/14/13
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Man-
agement, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 
39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 04/04/2013 , for:
 RE: GS# 113-135 Campus Roofing - PH I (Clay Lyle)
  Mississippi State University - Division of Agriculture, 
  Forestry & Vet Medicine

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:
 Professional: Pryor & Morrow Architects and 
   Engineers, P.A. - Columbus 
   (Columbus, Mississippi, through 
   the Office listed herein) 
 Address:      Post Office Box 167
   Columbus, Mississippi 39703
 Phone:  662-327-8990

A deposit of $50.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

3/7/13, 3/14/13



AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

KITCHEN CREWS NEEDED OFF-
SHORE in the Oil and Gas Industry. Entry
level positions start at $710-$810 per
week. Sign up now for training today.
CALL 850-424-2601.

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.
AVERITT OFFERS CDL-A DRIVERS a
Strong, Stable, Profitable Career.
Experienced Drivers and Recent Grads -
Excellent Benefits, Weekly Hometime. Paid
Training. 888-362-8608.
AverittCareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer.
DRIVER - QUALIFY FOR ANY POR-
TION OF $0.03/MILE QUARTERLY
BONUS: $.01 Safety, $.01 Production,
$.01 MPG. Two raises in first year. 3
months recent experience. 800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com
Drivers - CDL-A: TEAM WITH TOTAL!
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams. Solo Drivers
Also Needed. 1 year experience required.
800-942-2104 ext. 7308 or 7307.
www.TotalMS.com
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

WE ARE CURRENTLY HIRING
REGIONAL DRIVERS.

• Great Pay-Earn up to $50,000 Year
•  Great Equipment (2013 Kenworths)
• Paid Vacation  • Good Home Time

• Family Rider Policy
• Bonus (Safety, DOT Inspection,

Driver Referral)
• Family Owned & Operated

Call Dancor Transit M-F 8am to 5pm
@ 866-677-4333 or visit us

www.dancortransit.com
DANCOR TRANSIT

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT
children $125.

Includes name change and property set-
tlement agreement. SAVE hundreds.  Fast

and easy.
Call 1-888-733-7165

24/7. 
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-888-471-
1216.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of March 10, 2013

STUMPS?
50% Discount

Limited Time Only!
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment

or call 
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399
Place Your Classified

Ad
STATEWIDE

In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

Mar10_MCAN
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Warning!
STRYKER HIP RECALL
Did you receive a Stryker Hip Device between

2009-2012?
Have you received notice of the recall from your 

surgeon?
Rejuvenate and ABG II Models RECALLED.
If so you may be entitled to substantial 

compensation.
Contact:

MARS, MARS & MARS, P.A.
Attorneys at Law

507-A Center Avenue
Philadelphia, MS 39350

(Toll Free) 1-800-650-2152 
OR DIRECT: 601-656-2152

Free Background information available upon request
to a Mississippi attorney. The listing of these areas of practice does

not indicate any certification of expertise therein.
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113
1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

For 3 months. 

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

where available

ASK ABOUT  
HIGH SPEED  
INTERNET 

AS LOW AS .... 

mo. 

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to Dish Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional Packages starting at only ...

mo.for 12 months  

Prices valid for 12 months. 
Requires 24-month agreement

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly 
$10/mo).  After 3 months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie 
rentals at participating Blockbuster stores (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying 
DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium movie offer value is $135. After 
each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned 
equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison 
based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to 
change without notice. Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. 
Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., 
a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113
1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
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**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to Dish Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional Packages starting at only ...

mo.for 12 months  

Prices valid for 12 months. 
Requires 24-month agreement

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly 
$10/mo).  After 3 months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie 
rentals at participating Blockbuster stores (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying 
DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium movie offer value is $135. After 
each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned 
equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison 
based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to 
change without notice. Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. 
Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., 
a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318

Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318

Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318

PASS
Medical

Guardian
2x2

3.556x2
48 Web
Medical

Guardian
2x2

3.33x2
46 Web
Medical

Guardian
2x2

 O CTENDTAAT
FROM

 NE ONLIGELLEO
 HM OME

  

turCen.www
Call 888-899-6914

FROM
 

omaOnline.ctur
Call 888-899-6914

 HM OME
 

 O CTENDTAAT
FROM

 NE ONLIGELLEO
 HM OME

  

turCen.www
Call 888-899-6914

FROM
 

omaOnline.ctur
Call 888-899-6914

 HM OME
 

 O CTENDTAAT
FROM

 NE ONLIGELLEO
 HM OME

  

turCen.www
Call 888-899-6914

FROM
 

omaOnline.ctur
Call 888-899-6914

 HM OME
 

PASS
Centura College

2x2

3.556x2
48 Web

Centura College
2x2

3.33x2
46 Web

Centura College
2x2

HPP
Heritage Property
Management Services, LLC

WE DO IT ALL!
•Roofing •Landscaping •Deck & Pier Work

•Custom Painting •Custom Lighting & Electric
•Pressure Washing

314 Swallow Drive
Brandon, MS 39047

601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!
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Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



JPS basketball 
dominance continues

Since 2001 at 
least one Jackson 
Public Schools bas-
ketball team has 
won a state title 
in basketball. Last 
year three schools 
captured the gold 
ball. This year three 
schools captured the 
gold ball. Two of 
the those schools,  
Forest Hill and Cal-
laway defended 
their titles from last 
season by repeating 
as champions.  

The new school 
this year was Mur-
rah. Murrah took 
Jim Hill’s place 
from last year. Inter-
esting twist to that 
is, Jim Hill’s coach 
Stanford Speech 
and Murrah’s coach 
Tim Speech are cousins. So 
while the schools didn’t repeat, 
the FAMILY did.  

Kicking off the day at 2:30 
was the Callaway Chargers 
and Provine Rams. This was 
the sixth time these two teams 
faced off this season. And un-
fortunately this one had drama 
on the court. A fight broke out 
between the teams. Players 
were ejected and order was 
restored. You can almost say 
it was bound to happen. It’s 
natural to get tired of seeing the 
same opponent and having to 

up your game.  
Although Callaway built a 

lead, Provine kept battling.  
Players fouled, didn’t matter, 
next man up. Callaway kept 
applying pressure and once 
the dust cleared, they were 
once again champions. Back to 
back champions. Coach Wayne 
Brent adds another gold ball to 
his collection. 

Coach Gaines and the Rams 
fell short, but still had an out-
standing season.

Forest Hill kicked off at 7 and 
ended around 9ish. They had an 
epic battle with Southaven. The 

game had everything that you 
could want: suspense, dramatic 
buzzer beater shot, and a bevy 
of emotions. It ranged from the 
thrill of victory to the agony 
of defeat. This game went to 
QUADRUPLE OVERTIME! 
2.2 seconds left in the game, 
Southaven shoots a three point-
er for the win, and they miss. 

Forest Hill erupts. Players 
run around hugging and cry-
ing. Southaven players fell to 
the floor in disbelief. With so 
many big moments in the game, 
the biggest one was Anissa 
Jackson of Forest Hill nailing 

a jumper at the 
buzzer of the third 
overtime, liter-
ally snatching the 
game from South-
aven. Southaven 
fans and coaches 
said it was not 
good, but the refs 
met and said the 
shot was good.

Forest Hill 
found a way to 
outscore South-
aven in the fourth 
overtime even 
with two of their 
best players foul-
ing out.

Murrah and Madison Central 
ran onto the floor following the 
four overtime thriller of Forest 
Hill and these guys were anx-
ious to play. This would mark 
the 5th time they played this 
season. Murrah was looking to 
reestablish itself as a basketball 
powerhouse under the direction 
of Head Coach Tim Speech.

Murrah Mustangs wasted no 
time jumping the Madison Cen-

tral Jaguars. The basket must 
have looked like the ocean to 
the Mustangs. They just could 
not miss. Their defense was te-
nacious. They sprinted out to a 
double digit lead within seconds 
and never looked back. Mus-
tang Josh Carroll reminded the 
several thousand in attendance 
of why he was selected as a 
dandy dozen basketball player. 
Carroll scored from every con-

ceivable way possible. But he 
wasn’t alone. Malik Hines and 
Marcus Love provided much 
needed punch to the lineup.

Madison Central couldn’t 
grasp a hold of the game. They 
got the game down to single 
digits a few times, but Mur-
rah would rally and push the 
lead back up. As the final horn 
sounded, Murrah came out vic-
torious, capturing the 6A title.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  
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Murrah Mustang Josh Carroll getting to the goal Callaway Coach Wayne Brent
Forest Hilll Lady Patriots 6A Girls Basketbll champs

Forest Hill Lady Patriots celebrating

Murrah Mustangs 6A Boys Basketball champs
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Book Review:
“This is The Day The 
MaRch on washingTon”
PhoTos By LeonaRD FReeD, FoRewoRD By JuLian BonD, essay By 
MichaeL eRic Dyson, aFTeRwoRD By PauL FaRBeR
J. PauL geTTy MuseuM PuBLicaTions 
haRDcoveR, $29.95   •  120 Pages

“There have been many marches 
since, and several before, but no oth-
er march to the nation’s capital cap-
tured our collective imagination like 
the March on Washington of August 
28, 1963….

“The momentous pilgrimage 
showcased an inspired … Martin 
Luther King Jr., the celebrated leader 
of black America who hadn’t yet de-
livered an entire speech that the na-
tion had listened to….

“Gospel legend Mahalia Jackson 
… encouraged her friend to depart 
from his paper …. ‘Tell ‘em about 
the dream, Martin,’ she bellowed 
from the background. And respond to 
her call, King did…. King cast aside 
his prepared speech … to weave the 
dream metaphor into the tapestry of 
the nation’s self-image, and in the 
process he grafted black folk to the 
heart of American democracy.”

Excerpted from the Essay by 
Michael Eric Dyson (pgs. 1-5)

“Leonard Freed’s photographs 
of the March on Washington depict 
both the march and the marchers…. 
For the participants, this was both 
a serious and a happy occasion, a 
chance to exercise their rights and 
to petition their government for a re-
dress of ancient grievances. 

“The marchers are at once sober, 
somber, and gleeful - proud to be pres-
ent as they sense history is being made.”

Excerpted from the Foreword 
by Julian Bond (page ix)

When you think of the March on 
Washington for jobs and freedom, 
what automatically comes to mind 
for most people is Martin Luther 
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech. 
And while Dr. King’s remarks cer-
tainly deserve every bit of recogni-
tion they have garnered over the 
years, it is also important to remem-
ber that hundreds of thousands of or-
dinary American citizens committed 
to civil rights had descended on the 
National Mall to attend the event. 

I was only a child at the time, but 
I can still readily recall the palpable 
concern in the air about the folks 
from the neighborhood boarding 
buses for D.C. After all, the press had 
been speculating about the prospect 
of rioting and arrests if the crowd 
were unruly, so those participating 
were doing so with the prospect of 
considerable personal risk in mind.

Fortunately, the glorious gathering 
went off without a hitch and came 
to represent a watershed moment in 
U.S. History. Now, a half-century lat-
er, we are lucky to have an opus like 
“This Is the Day” available to remind 
us of that high point in the nation’s 
non-violence movement.

The book is essentially a photo-
graphic essay chronicled by Leonard 
Freed (1929-2006) before, during 
and after the March. His beautiful 
black & white images are rarely of 
the leaders (only one of Dr. King), 
but rather are evocative portraits of 
the movement’s hopeful foot sol-
diers who’d trudged from all over the 
country to petition the government 
for equal rights. 

A few of the photos captured are 
wide-angle panoramas which give a 
sense of the mammoth scale of the 
demonstration. But most are intimate 
snapshots which afford you an op-
portunity to read each of the earnest 
subject’s faces.

Besides the timeless stills, the 
tome is devoted to the reflections of 
civil rights leader Julian Bond, who 
was at the March, as well as to a very 
colorful essay recounting the day by 
Michael Eric Dyson, written with a 
profusion of the popular professor’s 
trademark rhetorical flourishes. It 
also features a postscript by Paul 
Farber analyzing the gifted Freed’s 
approach to his craft. 

Overall, this timely tome is a per-
fect way to commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of one of the most im-
portant landmarks in African-Amer-
ican history.

By Kam Williams
Book Reviewer
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How Chi McBride changed the 
direction of CBS’ ‘Golden Boy’

‘Braxton Family Values’ new 
season premieres Thursday

B.I.G.’s kids to 
star in ‘House of 
Wallace’ cartoon

Three episodes 
into the new CBS 
drama “Golden 
Boy” and it’s al-
ready apparent 
that the show’s 
main storyline - 
a young NYPD 
officer’s road to 
becoming the 
city’s youngest 
police commis-
sioner - are at 
times upstaged 
by the relation-
ship between 
the cop (Theo 
James) and his 
partner, played 
by Chi McBride.

Their partnership was 
never supposed to be a major 
part of the series, according 
to CBS Entertainment Presi-
dent Nina Tassler. In fact, 
McBride was not even sup-
posed to share top billing.

“When we bought the 
show last year, it was really 
designed and developed as 
a single-star vehicle, telling 
the story of a young man’s 
meteoric rise from a beat cop 
to the police commissioner 
of New York,” Tassler ex-

plained to journalists 
in January. “When we 
watched the pilot shoot, 

there was a palpable chem-
istry between Theo James 
and Chi McBride. So it was 
during shooting of the pilot, 
watching the shooting of the 
first episode, that you could 
see that this show was evolv-
ing into a different kind of 

show. A mentor/mentee rela-
tionship.

“You’ll see, it’s turned into 
a two-hander between these 
two actors. It’s extraordi-
nary.”

Created by Nick Wootton 
and “NYPD Blue” vet Greg 
Berlanti, “Golden Boy” aver-
aged nearly 10 million view-
ers in its first three airings. 
The original plan was to run 
the first two shows on Tues-
days at 10 (sharing a night 
with CBS’ ratings monster 
“NCIS”) then move it to 
Fridays. But after the two 
Tuesday episodes managed 
to win their respective times-
lots - no doubt assisted by the 
weak return of ABC’s “Body 
of Proof” and NBC’s sinking 
ship “Smash” - CBS decided 
to keep “Golden Boy” on 
Tuesdays, where it will air 
its fourth episode this week.

James, known to “Down-

ton Abbey” fans as the dude 
who died in Lady Mary 
Crawley’s bed, said the inter-
action between his character, 
Det. Walter Clark, and Mc-
Bride’s Det. Don Owen is “a 
little bit of art imitating life.”

“I’m a young English punk 
coming over, and Chi has 
been doing it for a long time. 
He’s a veteran. So there was 
a lot that we could learn from 
each other, and we had a 
good natural chemistry,” said 
James. But also Chi’s charac-
ter, Owen, he’s not flawless 
either. And you see through 
the series that he can make 
mistakes as well.

“Chi’s character is this old 
guy who’s kind of given up, 
and I’m bringing out the best 
in him. And then with me, 
he’s tempering my central 
morality between whether I 
choose the darker nature that 
Clark leans towards.”

This Thursday, the singing divas 
are back in action for season three 
of WEtv’s hit reality series, “Brax-
ton Family Values.”

It’s going to be more drama, 
more tears, more laughs and more 
music.

The season opens with Toni, Tri-
na, Traci and Towanda vacationing 
in Italy and experiencing the coun-
try’s glorious culture and flavors.

In the meantime, Tamar’s been 
busy doing her own thing on 
“Tamar & Vince” and making new 
music. Her new hit single, “Love 
& War” is another step toward 
Tamar’s newly revived singing 
career, though a few of her sisters 
complained that she’s become 
quite distant since marching to her 
own drum.

But Toni has also taken a new 
direction in her career, scoring her 
first lead role in a movie.

During the season fans will wit-
ness first hand as Trina and Gabe 
attempt to put their past in the past 

and move forward to a more health 
and productive future.

The new season of “Braxton 
Family Values” premieres this 
Thursday, March 14, at 9 p.m. E/P 
on WEtv.

Notorious B.I.G.’s teen chil-
dren, C.J., 16, and T’yanna, 19, 
will provide voices for their char-
acters in the cartoon show, entitled 
“House Of Wallace.”

The rapper, born Christopher 
Wallace, will appear in “spirit” 
and guide his children through ad-
versity while trying to keep their 
Brooklyn studio open.

“It’s been 16 years since our 
Dad was murdered and we miss 
him dearly,” the teens said in a 
statement. “It is such an honor 

for us to be able to 
carry on his legacy, 
not only through 
his music but also 
by channeling him 
through our own 
creativity.

“This project, 
‘House Of Wal-
lace,’ is a great opportunity for 
us to bridge the gap between our 
parents who loved his music and 
the kids and young adults our ages, 
that were not around to really ap-
preciate it.”

The show has yet to be picked 
up by a network but a rep for Os-
sian Media, the video production 
company behind the series, insists 
“a few serious networks are in dis-
cussion,” according to the Associ-
ated Press.

The Braxton family

C.J. and T’yanna

Theo James and Chi McBride star in Golden Boy

McBride

eurweb.com eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BOnElESS
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  lB.

$349

FRESH

BOSTOn  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  lB.

$139

FAMIlY  PACK  FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

PER  lB.

$119
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BOnElESS
CHUCK  STEAK

FAMIlY  PACK,  PER  lB.

$379

FRESH  lEAn  BEEF

BOnElESS
STEW  MEAT

PER  lB.

$369

FAMIlY  PACK

FRESH  
PORK  STEAKS

PER  lB.

$179

FROZEn

PORK
RIBlETS

10  lB.  BOX

$1299

PIGGlY  WIGGlY  SlICED

BACOn
12  OZ.

$219

FRESH  FROZEn  FAMIlY  PACK

TURKEY
nECKS

PER  lB.

99¢

VEGETABlE OR CAnOlA

WESSOn
OIl

48  OZ.  BTl.

$299

SAVE ON

COKE PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CAnS

3/$13
ORIGInAl

DAWn  DISH
lIQUID

48  OZ.  BTl

$199

BlUE  BOnnET  QUARTER

MARGARInE
1  lB.  PKG. ................................ 89¢

PIllSBURY

BISCUITS
GOlDEn  HOMESTYlE  BUTTERMIlK,
GRAnD  JR.,  10.2 - 12  OZ.,  4  PACK .......

4/$5
PIllSBURY  CRESCEnT  OR  CInnAMOn

ROllS
4 - 5  CT. ..................................... 

4/$5
PIllSBURY  FREnCH  
BREAD,  BREAD  STICKS  
&  PIZZA  CRUST
11 -13.8  OZ.  ............................... 

4/$5
JEllO

PUDDInG  &
GElATIn
4  PACK ......................................

$179

BORDEn  CHUnK  OR  SHREDDED

CHEESE
8  OZ. ........................................

2/$5
MInUTE  MAID

ORAnGE  JUICE
59  OZ. ......................................

2/$6
BIRDSEYE  SMAll  EAR

COB  CORn
12  CT. ......................................  

$299

PIGGlY  WIGGlY  BABY  lIMA

BEAnS
16  OZ.  ...................................  

2/$3
ASSORTED  SISTER  SCHUBERT'S

ROllS
10.25 - 15.8  OZ. ...........................  

$299

piggly wiggly

SWEET  FlORIDA

STRAWBERRIES
1  lB.

2/$3
WASHInGTOn  GROWn

RED  DElICIOUS  
APPlES

5  lB.

$399
FRESH

RUSSET
POTATOES

8  lB.

$199

FRESH  CRISP

CABBAGE
POUnDS

3/$1
RIPE  HASS

AVOCADO
EACH

79¢

FRESH  &  TAnGY

KIWI
EACH

4/$1

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


