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President Barack Obama be-
came the first sitting president to 
openly support same-sex mar-
riage Wednesday, May 8.

In an interview with Robin 
Roberts of ABC News, Obama 
cleared up any ambiguity about 
his stance on the issue when he 
stated clearly that he believes that 
same-sex couples should be al-
lowed to marry:

“I have to tell you that over 
the course of several years as I 
have talked to friends and family 
and neighbors when I think about 
members of my own staff who are 
in incredibly committed monoga-
mous relationships, same-sex re-
lationships, who are raising kids 
together, when I think about those 
soldiers or airmen or marines or 
sailors who are out there fighting 
on my behalf and yet feel con-
strained, even now that Don’t Ask 
Don’t Tell is gone, because they 
are not able to commit themselves 
in a marriage, at a certain point 
I’ve just concluded that for me 
personally it is important for me 
to go ahead and affirm that I think 
same sex couples should be able 
to get married.”

If anything could predictably 
induce torrents of Internet reac-
tion, it would be a U.S. president 
making the surprise disclosure 
that he supports same-sex mar-
riage. 

The response to the president 
naturally cut across the ideologi-
cal spectrum. It also ranged from 
the serious to the ridiculous.

The Mississippi Link sought 
reaction from its FaceBook sub-
scribers and Twitter followers. 
The following questions were 
asked: What are your thoughts 
about President Obama’s support 
of same sex marriage? Will it im-
pact your vote? How do you feel 
about what some black clergymen 
are saying?

The responses:
“I believe there are many more 

pressing issues than the Presi-
dent’s stance on this issue. Much 
ado about nothing. As for clergy, 
the opinions they espouse vary. 
I’ve learned that most clergy shy 
away from a sermonic message 
on gays, not because of the do 
not judge criteria, but because 
most, like us, have one in the fam-
ily. Let’s put this energy to better 
use.” ~ Berlena McCallum

“Honestly it won’t impact my 
vote. Its basically separation of 
church and state. I don’t agree 
with same sex marriage and all 
that homosexual stuff but people 
should have equal rights.” ~ Shae 
Johnson

“I too am for total equility...
love and marry who you want...
to all that says its a sin...look at 
yourself...its also a sin to live 
with someone who is not your 
spouse, have children out of 
wedlock, gamble, lie, cheat, sex 
before marriage, and sex with 
someone else’s spouse...step out-
side of your comfort zone for a 
moment. At least they are trying 
to live as married couples and 
not shacking. How many of you 
are shacking? They want to raise 
a family with two parents...how 
many of you are single parents? 
If it was that easy to sway your 
vote, you were never for our PO-
TUS in the first place.” ~Monica 
MsCup Scott

“No, it will not impact my vote. 
His statement was his personal 
feeling; nothing more. Every 
American has the right to express 
personal feelings. Nothing he said 
will change one law or the legal 
approach to the subject. All the 
media hype has nothing to do with 
what happens any more than this 
post changes things in the USA.” 
~Susan Lunardini

“I feel that he was forced to 
make a decision. It may not be 
how he truly feels - but a politi-
cal move. It will not influence my 

vote. I have to look at “the forest” 
not the “tree” if you know what I 
mean. My feeling about the mat-
ter is based on scripture. Howev-
er, everyone one is entitled to civil 
rights.” ~Brenda Cox

“The statement President 
Obama made concerning same 
sex marriage will not cause me 
to change my vote. I believe he 
made that decision based on the 
constitution. He is my president 
and not my pastor. I think it is so 
hypocritical of some ministers to 
say the negative things that they 
are saying about the President. 
If the truth be told, you have all 
kinds of sin in the church from 
whoremongering to adultery and 
that seems to be ok. I am so dis-
appointed at some of our clergy.” 
~Alisa Patrick McDonald

Pastor Danny Ray Hollins of  
Greater Fairview M.B. Church 
took to his facebook page as did 
black clergy around the coun-
try. Many had opposing views, 
however, Hollins took a different 
twist.

The question is “What was 
Barack Obama elected to do?” He 
was elected to be president of all 
the people of this country...black, 
white, Muslim, Jews, gentiles, 
rich, poor, heterosexual, homo-
sexual, metrosexual, or no sexual. 
He expressed his views as a po-
litically elected leader concern-
ing the rights of a certain group, 
which is what he should do if he 
believes it. He is not a God or-
dained preacher/pastor. It is the 

job of clergy and religious leaders 
to uphold the moral code of the 
bible. That’s not his job.” 

Because of the possible fallout 
from the black clergy, Obama re-
leased an emailed statement to his 
supporters reaffirming his earlier 
statements:

“I’ve always believed that gay 
and lesbian Americans should be 
treated fairly and equally. I was 
reluctant to use the term mar-
riage because of the very pow-
erful traditions it evokes. And I 
thought civil union laws that con-
ferred legal rights upon gay and 
lesbian couples were a solution. 
[…] What I’ve come to realize is 
that for loving, same-sex couples, 
the denial of marriage equality 
means that, in their eyes and the 
eyes of their children, they are still 
considered less than full citizens. 
[…] 

So I decided it was time to af-
firm my personal belief that same-
sex couples should be allowed to 
marry.

I respect the beliefs of others, 
and the right of religious institu-
tions to act in accordance with 
their own doctrines. But I be-
lieve that in the eyes of the law, 
all Americans should be treated 
equally. And where states enact 
same-sex marriage, no federal act 
should invalidate them.”

The president’s statement will 
have little political impact, as 
the decision to legalize same-sex 
marriage will still be in the hands 
of the states. 

The president’s public support 
of same-sex marriage could ei-
ther be a boon or a curse for his 
re-election campaign; it’s too 
soon to tell, despite the fact that 
he’s just received a million dol-
lars in campaign contributions. 
But one thing is certain; the 
president’s public stance in fa-
vor of homosexual marriage has 
drawn a dividing line among vot-
ers. Will it have an affect among 
African-American voters? Some 
members of the black clergy 
think it will.

“I think it will to some extent,” 
said Bishop Ernest C. Morris Sr., 
Jurisdictional Prelate for Koino-
nia Jurisdiction. “A large percent-
age of black Christians believe 
that marriage should be between 
one man and one woman. What 
he may be banking on is the 
African-American community’s 
love for the first black president 
but he should consider that large 
numbers of black churches won’t 
agree with this. 

There are too many passages 
in Scripture that denounce homo-
sexuality, and I can’t see how to 
fully justify it from the Word of 
God. Don’t misunderstand me; 
this is not about hatred of homo-
sexuals, because we are all sin-
ners in need of a savior and God 
is so gracious. It is the continuous 
practice of this that the Bible is 
against. I also think that as the 
nation’s first black president, 
he’s seen not just as the political 
leader of our country but as more 
than that. Many people see him 
as a moral and spiritual leader as 
well.”

On May 9, President Barack 
Obama took what some political 
experts are saying was a risky 
move - especially during an elec-
tion year - and voiced his support 
of same-sex marriage. Like the 
issue of legalized abortion, same 
sex marriage is one of those hot 
button issues that draw a clear 
division between those who sup-
port it and those who oppose it. 
Republican presidential front 
runner Mitt Romney said he op-

poses same sex marriages.
“Well when these issues were 

raised in my state of Massachu-
setts, I indicated my view, which 
is I do not favor marriage be-
tween people of the same gender, 
and I do not favor civil unions if 
they are identical to marriage oth-
er than by name,” Romney said in 
a published report.

A bill that would have allowed 
civil unions for same-sex couples 
in Colorado died in the legislature 
this week. The president’s public 
endorsement of homosexual mar-
riage followed a vote in North 
Carolina where constituents 
came out in favor of a ban against 
same-sex marriage. North Caro-
lina is now America’s 31st state 
to enact legislation against it.

In a prepared statement, the 
president said he was asked a 
direct question and gave a direct 
answer regarding same sex mar-
riage.

“I believe that same-sex 
couples should be allowed to 
marry,” the president said. “I’ve 
always believed that gay and 
lesbian Americans should be 
treated fairly and equally. I was 
reluctant to use the term marriage 
because of the very powerful tra-
ditions it evokes. And I thought 
civil union laws that conferred 
legal rights upon gay and lesbian 
couples were a solution. But over 
the course of several years I’ve 
talked to friends and family about 
this. I’ve thought about members 
of my staff in long-term, commit-
ted, same-sex relationships that 
are raising kids together. What 
I’ve come to realize is that for 
loving, same-sex couples, and 
the denial of marriage equal-
ity means that, in their eyes and 
the eyes of their children, they 
are still considered less than full 
citizens. So I decided it was time 
to affirm my personal belief that 
same-sex couples should be al-
lowed to marry.”

The president also said that he 
respected the beliefs of others and 
the right of religious institutions 

According to the Center of 
Disease Control, practically ev-
eryone needs more fruits and 
vegetables in their diet.

United Healthcare and Alcorn 
State University Extension Pro-
gram agree. That is why their 
partnership to provide more 
vegetables to Mississippi ar-
eas identified as food deserts is 
gaining momentum. The project 
is called “Farm to Fork.” 

“The project is going well,” 
said Tangela Parker, United 

Healthcare manager of business 
development.  

United Healthcare purchases 
some of the produce from Al-
corn’s Extension program and 
distribute the vegetables at the 
Jackson Medical Mall every 
Wednesday and in other food 
desert areas across the state, in-
cluding the Mississippi Delta. 
(See the Distribution Graphic 
on page 6 for other locations).

Individuals who are United 
Healthcare card members and 
CHIP members may get the veg-
etables for free, and everyone 

else may purchase them for $5 
per bag. Most of the distribu-
tions have been fresh greens, but 
the vegetables can vary, Parker 
told The Mississippi Link during 
Wednesday’s (May 16) distribu-
tion at the Medical Mall.

“We want to promote a health-
ier lifestyle for individuals,” 
said Parker in an earlier report. 
“The weekly distributions will 
continue each week through 
September.” 

Parker noted that at the Medi-
cal Mall the Wednesday distri-
bution time will change to 4-6 

President Barack Obama became the first U.S. President to announce his support for gay marriage in 
an interview with Robin Roberts of ABC’s Good Morning America. (AP)

United Healthcare and Alcorn’s 
‘Farm to Fork’ foster healthier eating

Reaction to Obama’s 
support for gay marriage

Will gay marriage 
divide black electorate?

Gay Marriage
‘Continued on page 6
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Health Department 
determined to lower 
pre-term birth rate
2014 Magnolia state should 
see a difference

We raised a lot of 
money because people 
love George; they like me, 
they love George.

- Barack Obama 
President of The United States
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Aaron Harris is all smiles after receiving his bag of greens at Wednes-
day’s Medical Mall vegetable distribution. He is joined by Tangela 
Parker of United Healthcare



2 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.commay 17 - 23, 2012

Brown

PittmanJackson

1

4

2

5

3Larry L. Brown wins 
Democratic runoff for 
Natchez mayor

Police memorial luncheon 
honors fallen officers

3 charged in 
connection to burning 
body found in April

Thieves steal air 
conditioning unit 
from church

Man pardoned by Gov. 
Barbour indicted in 
deadly DUI

Former Mississippi Department of Transportation Executive Director 
Larry L. “Butch” Brown won the Democratic primary for Natchez mayor, 
defeating Phillip West by 541 votes in the runoff.

Brown received 56 percent of the vote, or 2,696 votes in Tuesday’s 
runoff election. West had 44 percent of the vote, or 2,155 votes. While 
with the Mississippi Department of Transportation, Brown was regularly 
at the center of heated battles over policy and projects with Central 
District Transportation Commissioner Dick Hall, at the time the only 
Republican on the three-member board.

In February 2011, Northern District Commissioner Mike Tagert, a Re-
publican, won a special election to fill the seat left vacant following the 
death of Bill Minor, he and Hall voted to force Brown out. Both Brown 
and West are former Natchez mayors. West is also a former member 
of the House of Representatives. Brown now faces Independent Bill 
Furlow and Republican Bob Buie in the June 5 general election.

Brown and West defeated incumbent Mayor Jake Middleton in the 
May 1 primary.

A police memorial luncheon was held at the Trade Mart building 
on the fairgrounds in Jackson, Tuesday, May 15. It followed a 
service honoring fallen officers at Jackson police headquarters. 

Officers killed in the line of duty were remembered as their fami-
lies placed roses at the foot of the memorial.  Among them, the 
widow of Officer Thomas Catchings who was killed by a fleeing 
carjacker in 2005.

Catching’s widow said, “They really put their lives on the line for 
us and we don’t even realize.”

There was a standing ovation for fallen Pearl police officer Mike 
Walter at the 7th Annual Mississippi Center for Police and Sheriff’s 
Memorial and appreciation luncheon.

Officer Walter’s widow was in attendance at the event where 
the top cop award was given to the best men and women in blue 
from city, county, state and federal jurisdictions.

Sergeant Martin Mann from Brandon said, “It’s a great honor 
considering all the guys we have at the police department. Most of 
those guys could be worthy of the same award. I work for a great 
department.”

Three people have been charged in connection to the 
death of a man found burning in Jackson April 11.

On Tuesday, April 15, officers arrested Marcus Shel-
by and charged him with capital murder and arson in 
the death of Duan Penn, according to Jackson police.

Penn’s body was discovered bound and on fire in a 
grassy area off Forest Avenue Extension near Method-
ist Home Road in Jackson.

Friday, investigators arrested Janice Pittman and 
charged her with capital murder.

Another man, Raymond Jackson, has been charged 
with arson.

Police say additional arrests are pending.

Cathedral of Faith pastor outraged
The pastor of a Jackson church is outraged after thieves 

stole an air conditioning unit from his church.
The Rev. Barry Sullivan Taylor said the unit was stolen 

Monday night from Cathedral of Faith Church on Siwell 
Road. The thieves cut through the bars used to secure the 
A/C unit to steal it.

Taylor said he’s amazed by the lack of respect the culprits 
showed for the church, and he offered a warning.

“I want to say to them, ‘Be very, very careful, because if 
there is a repeat visit to the site, you may not come out as 
well as you did going in,’” Taylor said.

Taylor said there was about $5,000 in damage. He said the 
church will be able to hold regular services.

An Oxford man pardoned by Gov. Haley Barbour earlier 
this year has been indicted on three counts related to the 
2011 highway death of 18-year-old Charity Smith.

55-year-old Harry Russ Bostick turned himself in to Pon-
totoc authorities Friday (May 11) and is free on $50,000 
bond.

He’ll be arraigned May 24 when formal charges will be 
read against him.

Bostick has been charged with driving under the influ-
ence, leaving the scene of an accident and DUI-death.

The indictment alleges that Oct. 7, 2011, Bostick was in-
toxicated when his vehicle hit one driven by Smith on U.S. 
Highway 278. Smith was killed and her sister seriously 
injured in the accident.

Bostick

Luncheon
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Congressman Bennie G. Thomp-
son will speak at the Greater Jack-
son Chamber Partnership’s next 
membership luncheon. The lun-
cheon will take place at Noon Mon-
day, May 21, at the Hilton Jackson 
on County Line Road.

Thompson is currently serving 
his ninth term as the Democratic 
Congressman for Mississippi’s Sec-
ond District and third term on the 
Homeland Security Committee. 

The Second District stretches 
from Tunica in the north to Jef-
ferson County, including a large 
portion of the Metro Jackson area, 
creating a rare blend of agricultural 
economies and the hustle and bustle 
of city life.

With more than 40 years of con-

tinuous public service, he is the 
longest-serving African-American 
elected official in the state of Mis-
sissippi. He served as alderman and 
mayor in his hometown for years, 
after which he served as Hinds 
County supervisor for 13 years be-
fore being elected to Congress in 
1993. 

With six district offices - Bolton, 
Greenville, Greenwood, Jackson, 
Marks, and Mound Bayou - Con-
gressman Thompson is committed 
to empowering those who gave him 
an opportunity to represent the Sec-
ond District of Mississippi. 

His reputation as a no-nonsense 
problem solver has earned him the 
trust of his constituents and the re-
spect of his colleagues in Washing-
ton.

The cost of the luncheon will be 
$35 for chamber members and $40 
for non-members. Seating is limited 
to 100 people - reservations are re-
quired.

Please RSVP to Debi Green, 601-
948-7575 or e-mail your request for 
a reservation to dgreen@greater-
jacksonpartnership.com.
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Thompson to speak at GJCP’s 
membership luncheon May 21
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HATTIESBURG - As Missis-
sippi school districts prepare to 
implement new federal school 
lunch rules next year, most also 
will increase lunch prices.

The Forrest County School 
District will probably up the 
price of a lunch from $2.25 to 
$2.50.

That doesn’t sit well with 
parent Sheila Thomas, who has 
three sons who pay for lunch at 
North Forrest High School.

“I would be okay with it if the 
quality of the food would be bet-
ter, but I don’t anticipate it will 
be,’’ she said.

Thomas would like the district 
to offer more fresh options to her 
children, something director of 
child nutrition Kay Lawler said 
is happening to comply with the 
new federal meal rules.

“We’re already serving fresh 
fruits and vegetables every day,’’ 
she said. “We also serve dark 
green or orange vegetables three 
or more times a week.’’

Thomas isn’t satisfied.
“I think a salad bar wouldn’t 

be that hard to do,’’ she said. “At 
the high school I went to - and 
this was 20 years ago - we had a 
salad bar. I think just having op-
tions.’’

The new federal rules call for 
doubling fruits and vegetables at 
lunch and require a reduction in 
sodium and fat.

In addition, they specify that 
all grains served must be whole 
grains and all milk must be low 
fat.

The new rules are the first 
changes in 15 years to the school 
lunch program.

The other new law, also from 
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, has to do with school lunch 
prices.

Federal reimbursements for 
full price school lunches don’t 
cover the cost of food in many 
school districts.

The USDA Child Nutrition 
Authorization Act now requires 
public schools to charge an 
amount that is equal to the differ-
ence between the reimbursement 
the agency pays for students who 
receive free meals and what the 
agency reimburses for students 
who pay the full price for meals.

Schools have several years to 
make up that difference.

On average, school districts in 
the U.S. are reimbursed 26 cents 
for every paid meal served and 
$2.77 for every free meal served.

In the Petal School District, 
it costs $3 to produce a school 
lunch, said director of child nu-
trition Danny Dillistone. The 
district charges $2.25 for a paid 
meal.

Federal officials want to make 
sure the reimbursement money 
for free meals is not subsidizing 
students who pay the full price 
for lunch, Dillistone said.

“USDA doesn’t want free 
children carrying the whole pro-
gram,’’ he said.

Hattiesburg Public School 
District’s director of child nutri-
tion Stephanie Hoze has already 
told her school board prices are 
increasing.

“We can no long allow our pro-
gram to operate and be funded by 
our free and reduced student,’’ 
she said. “I don’t know what the 
increase will be next year, prob-
ably 10 cents or 25 cents.’’

The district currently charges 
$2 for a full-price lunch.

Hoze said the district is already 
offering more fresh choices on its 
menus. A survey by the nutrition 
office shows district staff believe 
the district’s fresh fruit and veg-

etable program is on track.
Fifty-seven percent of staff 

highly approved of the variety of 
produce served, while 48 percent 
gave a high approval rating to the 
quality of produce served.

Forrest County Agricultural 
High School’s director of child 
nutrition Tom Chambliss said 
lunch prices will be going up at 
the school, but he’s not sure yet 
what the increase will be.

“They will go up. We’re trying 
to keep ours at a minimum,’’ he 
said.

The current price of a lunch is 
$2.25.

The price of a lunch has al-
ready gone up in Lamar County 
School District. The district 
raised prices by 25 cents this year 
to $2.50.

The district began offering 
more fresh choices to make up 
for the increase, said co-director 
of child nutrition Julie Hamilton.

The district used to offer a 
canned fruit and a fresh fruit at 
lunch. Now it offers four fresh 
fruit choices and a hot and a fresh 
vegetable choice.

It requires students to pick up 
at least one serving of a fruit or 
a vegetable. And students don’t 

have to stop at one.
“Now you can have all four 

(fruits),’’ said Hamilton.
Hamilton said the price in-

crease went into effect with no 
complaints from parents and no 
reduction in the number of pay-
ing customers.

Dillistone hopes the same will 
happen in the Petal School Dis-
trict.

“Usually when you go up in 
price, you lose some participa-
tion,’’ he said. Lawler is also 
worried about losing some of her 
customers.

“That’s always a concern,’’ she 
said. “That’s why we try not to 
raise prices any more than we 
have to.’’

Chambliss, too, said participa-
tion will likely decrease.

And Hoze expects to see her 
numbers go down.

“Anytime we increase our 
meal costs, participation does 
decrease,’’ she said. “It is really 
a major concern for me to have 
to increase meal costs next year.

“It does become a challenge 
when (a family has) a number of 
children in school. Families may 
find it more economical to pre-
pare a lunch at home.”

School lunch prises will increase across the state next year which 
many fear will decrease participation in the program. 

School lunch prices to increase
The Associated Press

Man found guilty in killing of George County sheriff
Sheriff runover laying down spike strips

A Lucedale man has been found guilty of capital murder in the 2010 
death of George County Sheriff Garry Welford.

The verdict in the trial of 26-year-old Christopher Lee Baxter was re-
turned Friday afternoon (May 11), according to The Sun Herald and WLOX.

Welford was run over by Baxter’s truck while he was putting spikes on 
a road in an attempt to end a chase. Baxter was wanted for missing his 
sentencing on a drug charge, according to officials.

The trial was moved to a Natchez in Adams County because of pre-trial 
publicity.

Baxter was sentenced to life in prison without parole.
Brandy Nicole Williams, 20, also is charged in the case and awaits trial.

Man found at car wash died of natural causes
The Hinds County Coroner said a Jackson man found lying on the 

ground at a local car wash died of natural causes.
Coroner Sharon Grisham Stewart told The Clarion Ledger the man, who 

was about 50 years old, died of blunt trauma to the head area after col-
lapsing.

Stewart said the man probably overexerted himself, and had multiple 
health problems. She said he had walked six to eight blocks Tuesday, May 
8, before collapsing.

At the time, Jackson Police Department spokeswoman Colendula Green 
said she didn’t have the man’s identity.

News Briefs
From Across The State

by Monica Land, 

Contributing Writer

Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 

complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earl S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

Gov. Phil Bryant has named 
Brent Christensen as executive di-
rector of the Mississippi Develop-
ment Authority.

Christensen will replace interim 
director Jim Barksdale, the former 
Netscape CEO, who has served as 
the state’s chief economic devel-
oper since January.

Christensen began his career in 
Mississippi at the Area Develop-
ment Partnership in Hattiesburg. 
For the past 10 years, he has 
served as president and CEO of 
the Gainesville Area Chamber of 
Commerce in Gainesville, Fla.

Bryant made the announcement 
Tuesday (May 15) at a conference 
in Jackson.

Bryant names Brent Christensen 
as new Mississippi Development 
Authority leader
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Christensen
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The Mississippi Link
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“Oh that you would bless me and enlarge 
my territory. Let your hand be with me and keep 
me from harm so that I will be free from pain.” 
- I Chronicles 4:10

On Monday, April 23, 2012, 
Yvonne Lateena Rayford Brown 
went home to be with the Lord after 
her battle with colon cancer. Yvonne 
was born to Bennie and Hilda Debro 
Rayford on September 8, 1952 in 
Chicago, Ill. She was raised in Tole-
do, Ohio and graduated from Robert 
S. Rogers High school in 1970. 

She later earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in political science from Jackson 
State University in 2007. After her 
first marriage to Russell Barnett, she 

married Rev. Robert C. Brown in To-
ledo, Ohio.

Maumee Bible Church in Maumee, 
Ohio was her church home undl 1991, 
when her husband decided to attend 
Dallas Theological Seminary. In 
1995, they moved to Holmes County 
in Mississippi to plant a church. 

Grace Community Church began 
in Tchula, Miss., where she helped 
it to become the platform for a food 
pantry, GED/computer classes, after-
school tutoring and mission team 
projects for the Delta. Community 
service and outreach in Tchula led 
her to become involved in local grass 
roots politics. 

In 2001, she was elected the first 
black female, to hold the office of 
Mayor, as a Republican, in the state 
of Mississippi.

This allowed her to bring focus to 
Tchula and the Delta. With the help of 
Sen. Thad Cochran and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Rural De-
velopment, the Robert G. dark Mu-
nicipal Complex was built in Tchula. 

She became a delegate in the Re-
publican National Convention in 
2004 and held an audience with for-
mer President George W. Bush.

After a defeat for a Congressio-
nal seat against Democratic Rep. 
Bennie Thompson in 2006, she did 
not seek re-election as mayor, but 
instead chose to accept a position as 
the human service county director 
for Lowndes County DHS in Colum-
bus. She was a member of Evangel 
Church in Columbus, Miss.

Yvonne felt that she was blessed 
and that the Lord had “enlarged her 
borders.” Her life intersected with 
many others and continues to have a 
ripple effect throughout the commu-
nity. She was a giving and compas-
sionate person who had a heart for 
others. 

Yvonne is survived by her two 
daughters, Nichole and Aliya Bamett. 
She also leaves behind her mother, 
Hilda D. Rayford; sisters: La Vonne 
Rayford Chestang and Gail Rayford 
Ambeau (Drexter Ambeau); grand-
daughters: Kennedy and Kiersten 
Barnett; and a host of aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

Her funeral was held Saturday, 
May 5, at New Jerusalem Church - 
North, Jackson, Miss. with interment 
is in Rosebank Cemetary, Lexington, 
Miss.

Born August 8, 1931 in 
Hollandale, Miss., Harry A. 
Cooley passed away April 
6, 2012. Given his humble 
upbringing in a rural com-
munity and on a farm, he 
could rightly be called a 
renaissance man. Graduat-
ing from Tougaloo College 
in 1952, where he lettered 
in football and basketball, 
Harry commenced his ca-
reer as an Air Force avia-

tion cadet, earning ratings 
as a navigator, radar opera-
tor, bombardier and later 
pilot. During his colorful 
career, he served as aircraft 
commander primarily in 
B-47 and C-130 aircraft, 
in command and staff po-
sitions, and as professor of 
Air Science at the Univer-
sity of Akron.

During his stint in the 
Air Force, Harry earned the 
Masters degree, and upon 
his retirement entered and 
earned the doctorate degree 
from Washington State Uni-
versity. Armed with the ter-
minal degree, he served in 
administrative and profes-
sonial positions at several 
institutions of higher learn-
ing, namely: Washington 
State University, Coppin 
State College, University 
of Maryland - College Park 
and Jackson State Universi-
ty. He capped his academic 
career by serving as an ad-
ministrator for the U.S. De-
partment of Education. 

While he was dedicated 
to each position he held, his 
lifelong passion was tennis.

Harry was preceded in 
death by his parents Wil-
liam and Leona Cooley and 
his brother Quintus Cooley 
(USS Bonefish WWII). He 
is survived by his sister and 
brother, Thelma (Roscoe) 
Robinson and William M. 
(Lillian) Cooley; Cousin 
Dorothy Smith; nieces She-
lia (Wayne) Fleshman and 
Toni D. Cooley; nephew 
Roscoe (Beatrice) Robin-
son; grand niece Crystal 
Robinson; and dear friend 
Audrey Smith.

A memorial service was 
held May 3, 2012 at Wood-
worth Chapel, Tougaloo 
College. The family re-
ceived friends following the 
services at the Penguin Res-
taurant in Jackson, Miss. 

They extend many thanks 
to Major and Jessica Brown. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Tou-
galoo College.

Yvonne L. Rayford Brown Harry A. Cooley
September 8, 1952 - April 23, 2012 August 8, 1931 - April 6, 2012
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Farm to Fork
Continued from page 1

p.m. instead of noon beginning 
next Wednesday, May 23. The 
distribution is held in a room ad-
jacent to the mall’s Center Stage.

Those taking advantage of the 
project applaud United Health-

care and Alcorn for their efforts. 
“I think it is a blessing, truly a 
blessing,” said Aaron Harris, who 
was picking up a bag of vegeta-
bles at Wednesday’s distribution.

United Healthcare members 

and none-members are encour-
aged to continue to take advan-
tage of “Farm to Fork.”

For more information, con-
tact Alisha Cummins at (601) 
718-6601.

Gay Marriage
Continued from page 1

to act in accordance with their 
own doctrines but he said that 
he believed that in the eyes of 
the law all Americans should be 
treated equally and no federal law 
should invalidate same sex mar-
riages in a state that enacted it.

Rev. Clarence James, a black 
minister based in Chicago said he 
definitely believes the president’s 
move is going to hurt him among 
African-American voters, many 
of whom oppose same sex mar-
riage.

“Many of us oppose this in ev-
ery form and may decide to vote 
against the president because of 
this,” James said. “From a medi-
cal and psychological point of 
view, homosexuality is a mental 
illness; for male homosexuals 

anal sex is medically dangerous. 
The president is coming at this 
as a civil rights issue but there is 
no correlation even though the 
homosexual community is trying 
to make it one. The Civil Rights 
Movement was about freedom 
and equal rights, this is a moral 
issue. For the president and other 
elected officials, it’s easier to go 
along with popular opinion rather 
than to do what’s right.”

But some members of the 
African-American clergy have 
a different point of view regard-
ing this issue. They believe the 
African-American community 
should find ways to address same 
sex relationships, and that there 
can be reconciliation between sex 
and spirituality.

“If every gay person in our 
church just left or those who 
have an orientation or preference 
or an inclination, or a fantasy, if 
everyone left, we wouldn’t have  
a church,” said Bishop Carlton 
Pearson who heads Chicago’s 
New Dimensions Ministries in a 
published report. “Homophobia 
is hardly unique to the African-
American community. It’s a so-
cial malady that’s due largely 
to the influence of fear based-
theologies, particularly funda-
mentalist Christianity, Islam and 
Judaism, all of which grow out 
of the Abrahamic tradition. The 
African-American church has 
traditionally used a kind of ‘don’t 
ask don’t tell’ approach toward 
homosexuality.”
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Here’s a news 
flash: consumers 
prefer doing busi-
ness with compa-
nies that make a 
positive difference 
in the world. Are 

you surprised to hear this? Are you 
that kind of a consumer? Hopefully 
so. 

Nielsen recently surveyed more 
than 28,000 online participants from 
56 countries including North Amer-
ica, Asia Pacific, Europe, Middle 
East/Africa, and Latin America, and 
released the Who is the Global, So-
cially-Conscious Consumer. Nielsen 
defines the “socially-conscious con-
sumer” as those who say they would 
be willing to pay extra for products 
and services from companies that 
give back to society. There are a lot 
of statistics here, but it’s interesting - 
and important - so stay with me.

Around the world, two-thirds of 
consumers (66 percent) say they 
prefer buying products and services 
from companies with programs that 
give back to society.

Sixty-two percent of respondents 
say they prefer to work for these so-
cially conscious companies.

Fifty-nine percent invest in these 
companies.

Nearly half (46 percent) of all 
consumers surveyed say they would 
pay extra for products and services 
from these companies.

Eighteen causes were presented to 
the participants in this wide-reaching 
survey. Among the top 10 causes, 
environmental sustainability ranked 
as the number one, with 66 percent 
of consumers caring about it across 
the board. Improvements to science, 
technology and math education 
came in second at 56 percent; eradi-
cating extreme hunger and poverty 

came in third at 53 percent.
The other top 10 causes, depend-

ing largely on the region of the world, 
that round out what consumers care 
about are: achieve universal primary 
education, provide relief following 
natural disasters, support small busi-
ness and entrepreneurship, promote 
racial, ethnic and cultural inclusive-
ness, increase access to clean water, 
undertake development projects that 
benefit the communities around their 
offices or manufacturing units and 
protect animals.

Nielsen conducts this research 
so that our global clients better un-
derstand the socially-conscious 
consumer and our communities so 
that both benefit. But guess what? 
Nielsen’s commitment to social 
responsibility goes beyond simply 
measuring what consumers feel 
about it. You can find us at commu-
nity events around the country.

We partner with the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) to bring this column to 
you. Last fall, we collaborated with 
NNPA on the first in a series of in-
depth reports that will be released 
over the next three years titled, The 
State of African-American Con-
sumer, which as you know by now 
is a first-of-its-kind comprehensive 
study that told our story as powerful 
consumers in this country. Nielsen 
also proudly sponsors large and 
small organizations around the na-
tion such as the NAACP and Na-
tional Urban League, as well as the 
annual Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation Legislative Conference.

In addition to dollars, Nielsen 
offers workshops and brain trusts 
addressing issues critical to blacks. 
And let’s face it, research can 
sometimes be daunting. That’s why 
Nielsen’s Public Affairs team works 
to keep it fun and engaging for con-
sumers from all walks of life. From 

online and mobile media consump-
tion to consumer packaged goods 
purchases, Nielsen keeps a pulse on 
the opinions and everyday activities 
of our African-American, Asian-
American and Hispanic consumers 
in order to better understand their 
shopping and media consumption 
patterns.

Nielsen’s “You Matter” campaign 
takes an engaging approach to dem-
onstrate and reinforce the impor-
tance of consumers’ participation in 
Nielsen’s panel studies and surveys. 
That’s why you can find us engaging 
with you at events such as the Steve 
Harvey Hoodie Awards in Las Ve-
gas, the Tom Joyner Family Reunion 
in Orlando and Taste of Soul in Los 
Angeles. If you find yourself at one 
of our booths, prepare yourself to be 
informed and engaged. We promise 
interactive on-site booth participa-
tion. On-air radio personalities like 
DJ Thump from 92.3 The Beat in 
Las Vegas and Wes Hall, from Hot 
92.3 in Los Angeles, help us get 
crowds excited about Nielsen’s in-
sights with trivia games and on-site 
music.

The underlying message through-
out all of our consumer outreach 
events is simple, and you hear me 
talk about it routinely in this space: 
If you’re ever asked to participate 
in a Nielsen study or survey, please 
say “yes,” because You Matter. So 
now that you know where consum-
ers around the globe stand on social 
responsibility, and where Nielsen 
stands on giving back as a company, 
the question is: how socially con-
scious are you? How are you using 
your power? Hopefully, you’re us-
ing it for good.

Cheryl Pearson-McNeil is senior 
vice president of public affairs and 
government relations for Nielsen.

For more information and studies 
go to www.nielsenwire.com.
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B U S I N E S S  E X C H A N G E

Black restaurant CEO 
has a lot on his plate

A petition 
is circulating 
asking that the 
country’s largest 
restaurant com-
pany treat and 
pay its African-

American employees “equally.” 
The petition is a result of the suit 
Restaurant Opportunities Center 
United (ROC) has filed against 
Darden Restaurants claiming the 
company systemically favors 
white workers over minorities.

The suit alleges that minority 
workers at The Capital Grille job 
sites in New York, Chicago and 
Washington, D.C. “are shunted 
away from front-of-house jobs 
like waiters and hosts towards 
lower-paying kitchen jobs” 
and that Darden discriminates 
against blacks “by not offering 
a clear path” from their low fare 
restaurants (Red Lobster and Ol-
ive Garden) to their high-brow 
The Capital Grille.

A Darden representative de-
scribed the allegations as “base-
less.” The irony of the situation 
is that the chief cook and bottle 
washer at Darden is an African-
American, Clarence Otis Jr., the 
chairman of the Board and chief 
executive officer. The Darden 
family of restaurants features 
recognizable and successful full-
service brands such as: Red Lob-
ster, Olive Garden, LongHorn 
Steakhouse, The Capital Grille, 
Bahama Breeze, Seasons 52 and 
Eddie V’s. 

Darden owns and/or oper-
ates more than 1,900 restaurants 
that employ 180,000 people and 

serve more than 400 million 
meals a year.

The ROC union campaign is 
asking the public to “join us in 
calling on Darden to … institute 
a promotions policy that that al-
lows black workers to compete 
for jobs as servers, bartenders 
and chefs at the company’s fine-
dining facilities.” The nation-
wide campaign asks that “Black 
workers be able to advance to 
livable wages” at Darden’s Cap-
ital Grille sites and not be rel-
egated to the lowest-wage work.

The critics say, “Black work-
ers in the restaurant industry are 
routinely relegated to fast food 
outlets” while white more read-
ily climbs the ranks to earn up-
wards of $50,000 a year. They 
say that The Capital Grille is 
“the only place within the com-
pany where workers can earn a 
living wage.” They want Darden 
to provide clear pipelines … 
to higher-paid work at Capital 
Grille restaurants.

Darden acquired The Capital 
Grill chain from Rare Hospitality 
in 2007. The Capital Grille oper-
ates upscale steakhouse loca-
tions in 20 states and the District 
of Columbia and is considered 
“the big leagues” across Darden 
properties and in the industry. 
The union wants blacks to be put 
on the path that would lead more 
of them to Capital Grille loca-
tions, strategic moves that would 
make their career paths and pay 
equitable with Whites.

“Darden Restaurants is very 
proud of the work environment 
that it creates for employees,” 
said spokesperson Rich Jef-
fers. The company is an indus-

try leader. Fortune magazine 
ranks Darden among its “Top 
100 Places to Work.” Darden 
has a well-established history 
of promoting minority workers 
to managerial positions, getting 
high marks for a diverse work-
force.

Clarence Otis Jr. is a black 
trailblazer. How he handles this 
situation may make him an icon. 
He has been with Darden for 17 
years. In his capacity as CEO, in 
the last seven years, he’s guided 
the company to a $400 million 
annual net income. Otis came to 
Darden during its spin-off from 
General Mills. His only previous 
restaurant experience had been 
in college when he waited tables 
during summer breaks. Now, the 
56-year-old executive and his 
wife have one of the largest col-
lections of African art in the U.S.

Beyond Darden, restaurants 
account for one of every 12 pri-
vate sector jobs and are the na-
tion’s second-largest private sec-
tor employer. The industry has a 
workforce of nearly 13 million 
and is one of the country’s stron-
gest job creators. 

National Restaurant Asso-
ciation President Dawn Sweeny 
said, “The industry provides mil-
lions with rewarding career and 
employment opportunities…
and whether in the kitchen or the 
corporate office, restaurants of-
fer a variety of career paths.” 

The Darden discrimination 
case bears further watching.

William Reed is head of the 
Business Exchange Network and 
available for speaking/semi-
nar projects through the Bailey 
Group.org.

Are you a socially 
conscious consumer?
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By Cheryl Pearson-McNeil
NNPA Columnist

By William Reed
NNPA Columnist



Brown Elementary students 
and staff said thank you to 
their school adopters during a 
special appreciation program 

recently.
Their message - “As caring 

adopters/partners, you always 
do your part to share your 
time with a generous heart. 

Because you make a differ-
ence in so many valuable 
ways, we’re grateful we can 
count on you!”

Their adopter/partners are:

•	 Galloway United Meth-
odist Church 

•	 Millsaps One Campus 
One Community 

•	 Central United Methodist 

Church
The program included a 

choral presentation titled 
“We Believe We Can Fly” 
by the entire student body 

and a demonstration of the 
Playworks program which 
provides structured play and 
recess to promote social and 
emotional learning.

In preparation for its MCT2 
tests last week, Johnson El-
ementary School participated 
in an Academic Motivational 
Day.

The activities began with 
the academic celebration of 
rewarding those students who 
scored	 advanced	 and	 profi-
cient on the MCT2 last year 
with trophies and medallions. 
The support staff and princi-
pal greeted each grade level 
by chanting motivational 
cheers and songs.

Each grade level PreK-5th 
had an opportunity to answer 
questions at reading, language 
arts and mathematics learn-
ing stations. Each student 
had to answer six questions 
from each station in exchange 
for stickers. After receiving 
the stickers, the students re-
deemed the completed score 
sheets at the MCT2 Mardi 
Gras station, for a Mardi Gras 
cup	filled	with	a	pencil,	beads,	
gum and candy.

Academic Motivational 
Day ended on a great note 
with a Mardi Gras parade. 
The students strolled the audi-
torium to the sounds of Mardi 
Gras music. 

The McWillie Elementary 
School First Powerful G.I.R.L. 
Tea was held Friday, May 11, 
in the school cafetorium. The 
girls of McWillie and their in-
vited adult guests gathered to 
celebrate the unique talents 
that all girls possess. Excite-
ment	filled	the	air	as	daughters	
and mothers, dressed in their 
Sunday	 best	 with	 hats,	 filled	
the yellow and pink decorated 
room.  

Special guests Maggie 
Wade, news anchor for WLBT; 
Lannie Spann McBride, musi-
cian and recording artist; and 
PTA President Regina Carter-
Price inspired the “girls” to 
recognize that they are Gift-
ed, Intelligent, Responsible, 
Leaders. 

The talented students shared 
their gifts through spoken 
word, poem and dance. Spann-
McBride shared “A Lesson in 
Song” which taught the girls 
about their limitless potential 
and self-love. Mothers and 
daughters enjoyed participat-
ing in her interactive presenta-
tion. 

The keynote speaker Wade 
shared an inspirational mes-
sage about the role of women 
and mothers, the importance 
of	having	a	purpose-filled	life,	
and the power of love in the 
lives of all.  

Mothers and daughters 
were encouraged to cultivate 
positive relationships as the 
daughters develop the talents 
they will give the world.
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Brown Elementary celebrates their adopters

Johnson Elementary gets jazzed up for the MCT2

A Power G.I.R.L. Tea at McWillie 

Pictured with Principal Serenity Luckett from Galloway Baptist Church are 
Pat Taylor and Judy Taylor.

Pictured with Principal Serenity Luckett from Millsaps College are (left 
to right) Andrew Paxman, Phoebe Pearigen, Darby Ray, Laura Cost, 
and Amy Patterson 

Serenity Luckett; principal pictured with Virginia Wilson, Anne John-
son, Katherine Bryant and Bobbie McDonald 

Interventionist Felicia Thomas observes fifth-grader, Kes-
hawn Boone as he figures out the meanings of UNRAAVEL.

Johnson Elementary Principal Faith Strong welcomes every-
one in the auditorium. First-graders showing their Mardi Gras spirit.

(Left to right) Lannie Spann-McBride, Dr. Margrit Wallace, Regina Carter-Price, Board President Monica Gilmore-Love, WLBT-TV3 News Anchor Maggie 
Wade and Assistant Superintendent Elementary Schools Dr. Michelle King.

Academic Tutor Linda Williamson assisting a 2nd grader with 
the 12 Powerful Words

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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ITTA BENA, MISS. - Mis-
sissippi Valley State University 
President Donna Oliver has been 
unsuccessful in her quest for the 
president’s job at West Virginia 
State University.

The Greenwood Commonwealth 
reports West Virginia State’s Board 
of Governors announced Wednes-
day (May 9) that it unanimously 
selected Brian Hemphill to become 
the school’s 10th president.

Hemphill is currently a vice 
president at Northern Illinois Uni-
versity.

Oliver had been one of three fi-
nalists for the job.

By Gail M. Brown
Editor

EDUCATION
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The Community Students Learn-
ing Center (CSLC) of Lexington, 
Miss. recently received notice that 
its Home Instruction for Parents of 
Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY) pro-
gram has earned accreditation from 
HIPPY USA.

CSLC received the good news 
from Jacqueline Richardson, HIPPY 
USA National Trainer. According to 
Richardson, the accreditation means 
that the CSLC HIPPY program met 
all of the accreditation standards that 
are set for forth for all of itsprograms 
throughout the country. 

“They are doing a good job with 

the limited funds they have,” Rich-
ardson told The Mississippi Link. 
Richardson said CSLC has the only 
HIPPY program in the state of Mis-
sissippi.

“We are so excited about the news 
and about this great program which 
helps build the foundation for our 
children of tomorrow,” said Friar. 

According to its national website 
<www.hippyusa.org>, “HIPPY is 
a parent involvement, school readi-
ness program that helps parents pre-
pare their three-, four- and five-year-
old children for success in school 
and beyond. The parent is provided 
with a set of carefully developed 
curriculum, books and materials de-

signed to strengthen their children’s 
cognitive skills, early literacy skills, 
social/emotional and physical devel-
opment.”

At the CSLC, the participating 
children are affectionately referred to 
as “the little HIPPY kids.” Accord-
ing to Friar, the program currently 
serves 38 children and 36 families 
for the (2011-2012) term. She said 

that parents often rave about the pro-
gram and how it is helping them.

The following are some of the 
comments from participating par-
ents: 

Shaneka Motley - “I’ve been 
completely satisfied with the pro-
gram. I would gladly recommend 
this program to all parents. This pro-
gram teaches children the simplest 

things that they will not be taught in 
school. I’m 10,000 percent satisfied 
with HIPPY.”

Ann Levy - “Katelyn enjoys the 
material from the HIPPY Program 
- cutting material with scissors, col-
oring and the other activities. She 
enjoys reading some of the words 
that she has already learned from 
previous stories. She enjoys it be-
cause between her homework and 
the HIPPY Program assignments it 
keeps her busy.”

Tomika Hardy - “This program 
has really made a positive impact on 
my son’s life. He is ranked in the top 
percentile of his class. He looks for-
ward to completing his assignments.  

He also knows how to apply what 
he learned from the program to his 
school work.”

Cassie Bates-Huntley - “My 
daughter is always excited about ed-
ucation on just learning something 
new. This program offers different 
things, that daycare doesn’t teach.  
She looks forward to seeing what the 
next lesson will bring.”

“The HIPPY program’s motto 
is, ‘The love of learning begins at 
home,’ with that said, we are look-
ing forward to serving more families 
next school term,” said Friar.

For more information about the 
program, call Friar at (662) 834-
0905.

Interest rates on new subsi-
dized Stafford student loans for 
undergraduates are scheduled to 
double July 1, from 3.4 percent 
to 6.8 percent. Unless Congress 
acts to stop the increase, more 
than 7 million students around 
the country-approximately 1.5 
million African-American stu-
dents-would see their student 
loan debt increase. If the inter-
est rate doubles, the estimated 
average increase in student 
loan debt for African-American 
students would be more than 
$1,000 over the life of the loan.

“At a time when going to col-
lege has never been more im-
portant, it has also, unfortunate-

ly, never been more expensive,” 
Education Secretary Arne Dun-
can said. “Families and students 
are struggling to meet these 
costs, and there’s no reason why 
we should add to their burden.”

“While some African-Amer-
ican students are fortunate 
enough to come out of college 
debt-free, many are not,” John 
Wilson, executive director of 
the White House Initiative on 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs), said. 
“Increasing the student loan rate 
at a time when America needs 
a workforce that can compete 
in this global economy is not 
smart business. It’s simply un-
fair. Going to college shouldn’t 

be a luxury for few, but a realis-
tic goal for all students regard-
less of their economic back-
grounds.”

In addition to efforts to keep 
student loan interest rates from 
doubling, the Obama Admin-
istration has taken significant 
steps to make college more af-
fordable for all students. The 
Administration is providing 
billions of dollars a year in aid 
to needy students through Pell 
grants and helping students to 
better manage their debt after 
graduation with programs like 
income-based repayment and 
public service loan forgiveness. 

The President is also propos-
ing a number of new initiatives 

to keep college costs from ris-
ing, including doubling the 
number of work-study jobs 
within five years; making the 
American Opportunity Tax 
Credit permanent; and provid-
ing new incentives for states 
and institutions to keep college 
costs from escalating. The U.S. 
Department of Education and 
Administration officials are 
traveling the country holding 
events to raise awareness about 
increased student loan interest 
rates unless Congress takes ac-
tion soon. 

Students and their families 
can join the conversation via 
twitter hastag “#DontDouble-
MyRate.” 

Unprecedented growth. More 
than 500 major building and reno-
vation projects. More than 100 new 
program offerings. These are a few 
of the accomplishments of the uni-
versity system during the past 12 
years. The Board of Trustees of 
Mississippi Institutions of Higher 
Learning (IHL) has played an in-
tegral role in creating and directing 
the growth of the university system.  

Four trustees, including Dr. 
Stacy Davidson of Cleveland, Dr. 
Bettye Neely of Grenada, Scott 
Ross of West Point and Amy Whit-
ten of Oxford, recently completed 
their 12-year terms of service on 
the Board. Their contributions have 
had an immeasurable impact on the 
students, the system and the state. 

“These four trustees have been 
exceptional members of the Board,” 
said Ed Blakeslee of Gulfport, 
president of the Board of Trust-
ees of State Institutions of Higher 
Learning. “They have served with 
a steadfast dedication and put great 
thought and careful deliberation 
into each decision made.” 

Enrollment at Mississippi’s eight 

public universities has increased 
dramatically during their time on 
the Board. Twelve years ago, there 
were slightly more than 76,000 
students enrolled in the university 
system. Today, there are more than 
94,000 students enrolled, an in-
crease of more than 20 percent.  

“It has been a great honor to serve 
on the Board of Trustees,” said Dr. 
Stacy Davidson. “I am very proud 
of our enrollment increase. This is 
a great indication of the reputation 
that our educational system has 
both inside the state and beyond.” 

Dr. Davidson holds a bachelor’s 
degree in biology from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi and earned a 
doctor of medicine degree from the 
University of Mississippi School of 
Medicine. An ophthalmologist, Dr. 
Davidson has practiced medicine 
since 1960. He is married to the for-
mer Fay Spruill, and they have two 
sons and four grandchildren. 

Managing such growth presents 
its own set of challenges. The Board 
has worked alongside the universi-
ties to address these challenges, 
which include building and main-
taining facilities to meet the needs 

of students and faculty. The Board 
has approved more than 500 major 
building and renovation projects 
during the past 12 years, represent-
ing an investment of $2.4 billion. 
The quality of the facilities attracts 
students and faculty to campus and 
plays an important role in research 
and economic development. 

“It has been the highest honor 
of my life to have served on the 
Board,” said Trustee Scott Ross. 
“I am particularly proud of the 
improvements we’ve made in the 
facilities on each of the campuses, 
and the process we’ve put in place 
to ensure that all buildings enhance 
the aesthetics both now and in the 
future.” 

Trustee Ross received a bach-
elor’s degree in political science 
from Mississippi State University 
and a law degree from the Univer-
sity of Mississippi. A practicing at-
torney, Ross serves as the mayor of 
West Point. He and his wife, Don-
na, have two children. 

Program offerings have also ex-
panded to meet the needs of stu-
dents as well as business and indus-
try in Mississippi. During the past 

12 years, the Board has approved 
more than 100 new undergraduate 
and graduate programs. Ranging 
from music industry studies on the 
undergraduate level to earth and at-
mospheric sciences on the graduate 
level, these programs have offered 
students new opportunities to fulfill 
their dreams and have offered em-
ployers the opportunity to build and 
expand successful businesses in our 
state. 

“It has been an honor to serve on 
the Board,” said Dr. Bettye Neely. 
“One of the accomplishments that I 
am most proud of is the settlement 
of the Ayers Case in 2001. All insti-
tutions benefitted as a result of the 
settlement. Alcorn State University, 
Jackson State University and Mis-
sissippi Valley State University all 
received resources necessary to 
build new facilities and an endow-
ment was created for all three in-
stitutions. Summer developmental 
programs were developed at all 
universities for the students that 
needed that assistance. All of us 
working together made this pos-
sible.” 

Dr. Bettye Neely holds a bach-

elor’s degree from Mississippi Val-
ley State University, a master’s de-
gree from Jackson State University, 
a specialist degree from Delta State 
University, and a doctorate from 
Mississippi State University. She 
serves as the assistant superinten-
dent of District Testing and Federal 
Programs in the Grenada School 
District. She and her husband, Cal-
vin, have one daughter, who is also 
an educator. 

The universities have awarded 
more than 168,000 undergraduate 
and graduate degrees during the 
past 12 years. This translates to an 
improved quality of life for the in-
dividuals attaining the degrees as 
well as for Mississippi as a whole.  

Universities cannot achieve 
these results without exceptional 
leaders at the helm. The Board of 
Trustees is charged with identify-
ing the leaders best suited to lead 
each university. During the past 
12 years, trustees have appointed 
14 outstanding men and women as 
the institutional executive officers 
of the universities and have also 
appointed three commissioners of 
higher education. Together, they 

have advanced the university sys-
tem and the state. 

“Nothing is more important that 
the selection of the people to whom 
to entrust the fate of 70,000 stu-
dents,” said Trustee Amy Whitten. 
“We selected dynamic, revolution-
ary, face-changing kind of leader-
ship, both at the commissioner and 
university leader level. My mother 
had a favorite saying, ‘We make a 
living by what we get, but we make 
a life by what we give.’ The past 12 
years have given me a very mean-
ingful opportunity to make a life.” 

Trustee Amy Whitten received a 
bachelor’s degree and a law degree 
from the University of Mississippi. 
Currently, a practicing attorney, she 
is also the founder of The Whitten 
Group, a consulting and develop-
ment firm that targets organization-
al excellence in both the public and 
private sectors. The Whitten Group 
maintains offices in Jackson and 
Oxford. 

All appointed to the Board of 
Trustees by Gov. Ronnie Mus-
grove, Dr. Davidson, Dr. Neely, 
Ross and Whitten completed their 
term of service May 7.  

CSLC’s HIPPY program receives accreditation
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Mississippi State Department of 
Health (MSDH) leaders are pledg-
ing their support to give more ba-
bies a healthy start in life by accept-
ing a challenge to lower the state’s 
pre-term birth rate eight percent by 
2014.

The challenge was issued by the 
Association of State and Territorial 
Health Officers (ASTHO) President 
Dr. David Lakey, and is endorsed by 
the March of Dimes. The goal is to 
lower Mississippi’s pre-term birth 
rate to 16.6 percent. In 2009, the 

baseline year, 18 percent of babies 
in Mississippi were born pre-term. 
Mississippi leads the nation in pre-
term births.

MSDH and the March of Dimes 
are working with the Mississippi 
Chapters of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, the American Con-
gress of Obstetricians and Gynecol-
ogists, the Mississippi Hospital As-
sociation, the Division of Medicaid, 
and the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center to increase healthy 
births in Mississippi. 

“We proudly join our partners 

in accepting the challenge to lower 
our pre-term birth rate,” said State 
Health Officer Dr. Mary Currier. 
“Mississippi is number one in pre-
term births and in infant mortality. 
Working together, we can signifi-
cantly improve the health of our 
babies. By improving the health of 
women before they are pregnant, 
improving maternal access to health 
care, lowering maternal smoking 
rates, and ending early elective de-
liveries, we can contribute signifi-
cantly to a decline in pre-term birth 
rates.”

Pre-term birth is defined as birth 
before 37 weeks of pregnancy. It is 
the leading cause of newborn death, 
and one million babies worldwide 
die each year as a result of their ear-
ly birth. Babies who survive an early 
birth often face the risk of lifelong 
health challenges, such as breathing 
problems, cerebral palsy, learning 
disabilities and others. In 2010, in 
Mississippi, 6,802 babies were born 
too early.

“There is no single answer to the 
issue of pre-term birth, but we ap-
plaud State Health Officer Dr. Mary 

Currier for accepting this huge com-
mitment to address the problem,” 
said Dina Ray, state director of the 
Mississippi Chapter of the March 
of Dimes. “By reducing the overall 
rate of pre-term births in the state 
by 2014, we should be able to bring 
about a healthier population of ba-
bies and provide financial savings to 
our state.”

In Mississippi, health officials are 
tackling pre-term birth and infant 
mortality by:

• Lowering smoking rates among 
pregnant women;

• Ending elective C-section de-
liveries, and inductions before 39 
weeks;

• Making 17-hydroxyproges-
terone (17P) available to pregnant 
women at high risk for pre-term de-
liveries;

• Improving preconception care;
• Regionalizing perinatal care 

around the state; and
• Encouraging safe sleep environ-

ments.
Follow MSDH by e-mail and so-

cial media at HealthyMS.com/con-
nect.

HEALTH

Health Department accepts challenge to lower the state’s pre-term birth rate

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - In 
the fight to curb the collective ap-
petite that drives childhood obesity, 
Nomvuyo Qubeka is incredulous 
that there is a disconnect between 
what’s served in school cafeterias 
and the national goal of curbing the 
epidemic.

“Is anybody looking at what the 
children eat in cafeterias? The part-
nership with cafeterias, is it happen-
ing?” asked Qubeka, who works in 
school health services in Montgom-
ery County, Md. “The hardest thing 
is when you are in these schools and 
you really see nothing changed in 
their diets. Yes people are talking, 
but it really hasn’t trickled down to 
the school cafeterias.”

At last week’s annual National 
Minority Quality Forum in Wash-
ington, she asked: “What is the 
nutritional value and logic of serv-
ing pink strawberry milk laced 
with high fructose corn syrup and 
bleached-white pancakes?”

Some health officials are unhap-
py with what’s being served in the 
school cafeterias and the vending 

machines.
“There are a lot of grassroots 

movements around the country 
to get vending machines out of 
schools, or at least change what’s of-
fered in them,” said Cynthia Ogden, 
a researcher for the federal Centers 
for Disease Control. 

And some of that work is be-
ing taken on by first lady Michelle 
Obama.

Millions have seen the first lady 
- with her well-toned arms - doing 
the Dougie to the theme song of her 
“Let’s Move” movement, hastening 
women of all ages to set up appoint-
ments with personal trainers. A fire 
has been lit under the United States’ 
collective conscious to burn mil-
lions of calories. The ultimate goal? 
Melt down the 16.9 percent obesity 
rate in children and adolescents.

Dr. Kenneth Moritsugu, chair-
man of the Johnson & Johnson Dia-
betes Institute, highlighted data that 
shows black children rank among 
the heaviest.

According to the National Health 
and Nutrition Examination Survey, 
approximately 17 percent, or 12.5 
million children and adolescents 

aged 2 to 19 years old are obese. The 
obesity prevalence among them has 
almost tripled since 1980.

Obesity in non-Hispanic black 
boys nearly doubled from 10.7 per-
cent to 19.8 percent in the period 
of 1988-1994 to 2007-2008. They 
edged out non-Hispanic white boys, 
who expanded from 11.6 percent to 
16.7 percent over that same period. 
Mexican-American boys saw their 
rate rise from 14.1 percent to 26.8 
percent in the period studied.

The sharpest jump in obesity was 
among non-Hispanic black girls. 
Their rates ballooned from 16.3 
percent to 29.2 percent. Mexican-
American girls rose slightly from 
13.4 percent to 17.4 percent. Non-
Hispanic white girls increased 
from 8.9 percent to 14.5 percent.

To reverse these trends, Dr. 
Moritsugu detailed his insti-
tute’s plan to get children active 
in schools. Launched in January, 
it targeted four cities - Atlanta, 
Houston, Newark and Philadel-
phia - and has already seen prog-
ress in the first eight weeks.

“We’ve seen 100,000 hours of 
exercise logged, which translates 

into more than 20 million calories 
burned,” he said. “In a February 
survey, teachers have noticed sig-
nificant improvements in academic 
performance. [Children] pay more 
attention to instruction after each 
session, they behave better in the 
classroom and are more attentive. 
These are all halo effects.”

Experts said in order to be suc-
cessful, they must get an increas-
ing number of students to trade in 
their video time for exercise. But a 
major problem to getting children 
out of the home has been their par-
ents.

“How do you engage the par-
ents, because that’s been one of our 
struggles with the children in our 

after school programs,” said Daph-
ne Pajeaud Ferdinand, president 
and executive director of the New 
Orleans-based Healthy Heart Com-
munity Prevention Project.

Some have not given up on more 
parental involvement.

“Children are often our change 
agents,” said Dr. Moritsugu of the 
Johnson & Johnson Diabetes Insti-
tute. “Our approach is to start with 
the children, penetrate the homes, 
and move to the communities. Our 
strategy is to try to have a bottom up 
approach, while other areas are try-
ing to engage in top down.”

Whether one starts at the top or 
the bottom, everyone agrees that the 
sooner people are engaged, the bet-

ter the chance for success.
“If we can prevent obesity in chil-

dren, then hopefully the prevalence 
in adults won’t be so high,” Ogden 
explained. “All the data suggests 
that if you start off active you will 
be active your whole life.”

But it’s difficult to get off to a 
healthy start without a commitment 
from school administrators.

“Those of us who have been in-
volved with schools on the local 
level, know that school districts are 
very protective of control over their 
schools,” said Moritsugu, the father 
of a 9-year-old daughter. “Each of 
us has to engage on the local level, 
because that’s where you’ll have the 
most impact.”

As it marks its two-year anniversary 
this month, the congenital heart surgery 
team at Batson Children’s Hospital has 
reason to celebrate.

Not only is the program thriving with 
more than 550 operations completed, 
but the outcomes of those procedures 
are better than the national average in 
patients expected to do worse.

In the first of two separate analyses of 
outcomes from the Society of Thoracic 
Surgeons Congenital Heart Surgery 
Database (STS-CHSD), Dr. Daniel Di-
Bardino, assistant professor of surgery 
and congenital heart surgeon, found that 
outcomes for seven benchmark proce-
dures performed between April 2010 
and November 2011 were better than the 
national average for hospital discharge 
mortality and within the expected norms 
for lengths of stay.

“When we look at the data over the 
18 months, we’ve excelled in every 
major category in the STS database,” 
DiBardino said. Those major categories 
include some of the most complex oper-
ations to repair congenital heart defects. 
Before the recruitment of Dr. Jorge Sala-
zar, associate professor of surgery and 
chief of congenital heart surgery, and 
DiBardino, patients needing a repair for 
a complex congenital heart defect were 
sent out of state for these procedures.

With the establishment of the mul-
tidisciplinary team of specialists, the 
program has achieved great strides in its 
first two years, including the first Nor-
wood procedure ever done in the state 
and the first heart transplant at Batson 
in eight years. The team expects to com-
plete more than 400 operations in 2012. 
DiBardino said the most exciting and 
dramatic outcomes were those for Nor-
wood procedures, a series of operations 

most often used to repair 
hypoplastic left heart 
syndrome on babies born 
with only half of a heart. 
“These are the sickest 
children in the hospital,” 
DiBardino said. “For 
the 19 babies evaluated 
in the last 22 months, 
we’ve had to do 63 pro-
cedures with a discharge 
mortality rate of seven 
percent. The national av-
erage for this operation 
is between 17 and 19 
percent.” In a second separate analysis 
of outcome data, DiBardino looked at 
outcomes for more than 20,000 patients 
in the STS-CHSD and found that Afri-
can-American patients had significantly 
higher mortality rates, complications and 
a longer length of stay than other races. 
The analysis also found that females had 
a significantly shorter hospital stay than 
males.

Considering males make up the larg-
est percentage of patients that have un-
dergone congenital heart surgery at Bat-
son and that many of their patients are 
African-American, the team knows the 
odds are already stacked against them. 
“As a program, we know that the major-
ity of our patient population, based on 
STS data, can be expected to have high-
er mortality and complication rates and 
longer hospital stays,” DiBardino said.

“Despite the fact that the national 
statistics show that these things affect 
outcomes, we are demonstrating that the 
very best outcomes can be achieved in-
dependent of race and gender,” Salazar 
said.

“We are overcoming these challenges 
and achieving outcomes that are equal 
to or better than the very best programs 

in the country,” he said. “It’s something 
Mississippi can be proud of.” DiBardino 
presented the findings of his second anal-
ysis at the Society of Thoracic Surgeons’ 
annual meeting, where it was chosen as 
a 2011 Richard E. Clark Paper, an honor 
given to papers representing high quality 
research using the STS-CHSD. He ac-
knowledges that the numbers are good, 
but says they represent a national stan-
dard. “The bar is set so high for a new 
program or a new surgeon that if you’re 
not achieving these results, people are 
going to start wondering why.”

DiBardino is also quick to point out 
that the importance of the STS-CHSD is 
to provide realistic expectations of what 
can be achieved. “No other specialty has 
this type of data so readily available. All 
of us, like it or not, are benchmarked 
against that database.”

The STS-CHSD was established in 
1989 to advance quality improvement 
and patient safety in cardiothoracic sur-
geries. Ninety-eight congenital heart 
surgery programs currently report out-
comes to the database, representing ap-
proximately 80 percent of all programs 
in the U.S. The data is maintained by the 
Duke Clinical Research Institute.

Schools have a heavy influence on obesity efforts

UMCC’s congenital heart 
surgery team bests national 
averages in two years
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What a won-
derful week. 
I know that I 
probably say this 
every May, but 
each year gets 
better and better. 

I want to thank my husband 
and children for a wonderful 
Mother’s Day. They lavished 
me with love and as always, it 
was wonderful.

I also want to thank all of my 
friends and acquaintances who 
reached out to me to offer a 
kind word. Many felt that I was 
in mourning over my mother 
(because it is my first Mother’s 
Day without her), all reached 
out to let me know that if I 
needed them, they were there. 
This was expressed through a 
shared hug, text, or call. I truly 
felt the love from all around.

Several people asked me 
what I wanted to do for Moth-
er’s Day, and I was happy to 
share that I had already re-
ceived my most cherished gifts 
on the Thursday and Friday 
before Mother’s Day. Yes, the 
annual end of school year cel-
ebration - better known as High 
School Awards Day.

Once again, my husband and 
I attended two of these events: 
one for our son and the other 
for our daughter. 

As we took our place in the 
school’s gymnasium on Thurs-
day, May 10, I searched for my 
youngest child, our son. When 
I spotted him, I remembered 
the three year-old-image of my 
now 16-year-old child. This 
year, just as last year, my son 
received a perfect attendance 
award, and was chosen by his 
biology teacher as the class’s 
STAR Student and Most Out-
going.

The next day my husband 
and I returned to the same 
gymnasium but, this time to see 
our 17-year-old daughter. You 
have read many of the com-
ments that I’ve made about my 
children: the two very unique 
blessings that God has given to 
us. One child is a very creative 
thinker, humorous and a natural 
athletic; the other child thinks 
very strategically and constant-
ly wants to be challenged. The 
one thing that I can truly say 
they have in common is that 
they both love to socialize. 

 Now, back to my daughter’s 
Awards Day - she received 
several awards during the pro-
gram. She received acknowl-
edgements in coursework and 
extra-curricular activities. But 
I think the award that made me 
jump to my feet the fastest was 
her recognition for never miss-
ing one day of school from kin-
dergarten to her senior year in 
high school.

When this announcement 
was made, her classmates rose 
to give her a standing ovation. 
She later told me that she was 
not prepared for that but felt it 
to be an honor to receive such 
a tribute from her friends/class-
mates.

I won’t go on and on about 
them (this time), but I do have 

to tell you that as I am in con-
stant praise of the Lord for giv-
ing me the gift of a mother’s 
love; both received and given. 
I thank God for the love of the 
first person I every loved, the 
person who I continue to love 
and the person whose love I 
will always cherish. I thank 
God for the two most precious 
joys in the world - my babies 
- my children. Two people who 
have brought me so much hap-
piness and sometimes even a 
little turmoil; but two people 
who I would gladly sacrifice 
my life for. How can I not shout 
God’s name and thank Him for 
the joys of motherhood. 

How awesome it is to be 
loved unconditionally. How 
can you not tell the world about 
the love you’ve been given, as 
well as the love received. How 
can you not thank Jesus for the 
ultimate show of love? 

All of my life, I’ve been 
taught that my Father in Heav-
en is my father, my mother, 
my provider. He is the One. 
He gives us love uncondition-
ally. Oh what a Mighty God we 
serve.

I pray that each of you had 
a week filled with joy and that 
that joy continues to embrace 
you. I pray that whether your 
mother walks the earth physi-
cally or is walking through her 
eternal home with God, you 
still have joy.

Someone told me Sunday that 
she was really surprised that I 
attended service on Mother’s 
Day. I tried not to look shocked 
but I did hear myself say, 
“Where else should I be?” My 
mother was always in church 
on Mother’s Day; my mother 
raised all of us in the church; 
my mother taught us to be with 
God at all times. On Mother’s 
Day, I was not only where my 
mother wanted me to be but I 
was where God wanted me to 
be to receive another one of the 
beautiful gifts that He has for 
me - joy and as always, I am 
sharing that joy with you.

If you will, please recall 
the verse that I often find my-
self sharing with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

As Christians, we should 
never hesitate to share God’s 
love. We should all proudly 
exclaim the goodness that He 
bestows upon us.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to not only share your 
news but all who would like 
to tell others about the Lord’s 
goodness and about their places 
of worship and even those re-
ligious institutions that are vis-
ited.

You may reach Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@missis-
sippilink.com. You may fax 
601-896-0091 or mail your 
information to The Mississippi 
Link at 2659 Livingston Road, 
Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorIf there ever was a time to pray, that time is now

News from the Word

There is no 
doubt about 
it, but we are 
indeed living 
in troubling 
times. Just this 
past week, our 

president publicly stated that 
he supports homosexual mar-
riage. This month, we have 
college students graduating 
and they don’t even know 
whether or not they will be 
able to find work. 

Many people are still strug-
gling financially. The finan-
cial system of Europe is on 
the verge of collapse. We 
think we have it bad in Amer-
ica with an 8.1 percent unem-
ployment rate, but in Spain 
the unemployment rate is 24 
percent.

Perhaps, you have heard 
people make these statements: 
“Because of the economic 
downturn, I lost my job. I 
don’t know what I’ll do for 
income.”

“I’ve lost my investments 
in the stock market, so now I 
don’t have any savings for the 
future.”

“We don’t have money to 
continue our mortgage pay-
ments, so we had to foreclose 
on our house.”

“Our hearts are grieving be-
cause of the loss of a loved one.”

“I had surgery to remove 
a cancerous tumor. Now the 
cancer has returned.”

We live in difficult days. 
These and other problems 
abound; hitting us on all 
sides. You may be facing the 
most devastating time of your 
life and you don’t know what 
to do. But there is something 
you can do. You can take 
your problem to God through 
prayer. God always hears our 

prayers and answers accord-
ing to His will even though 
they may not be answered the 
way we anticipated.

Many people in the Bible 
faced terrible problems, too. 
When they prayed, God an-
swered and resolved their 
dilemmas. For example, He-
zekiah, king of Judah, was 
deathly ill, and when he 
prayed God healed him and 
extended his life. Others in 
dire circumstances  - such as 
Peter in prison, David being 
pursued by enemies, and Paul 
being persecuted - prayed and 
God answered.

You may be asking, well, 
what is prayer?

Prayer is simply talking 
with God. It is a way of get-
ting help from God, no matter 
what our problems may be. 
But it is more than asking God 
for what we want. Prayer is an 
all-encompassing activity that 
can be described in four parts 
in the acronym ACTS.

A is for Adoration. God 
created this beautiful universe 
and everything in it. He de-
serves our praise, and it pleas-
es Him when we acknowledge 
Him for all that He has done 
for us. 

C is for Confession. When 
we tell God our wrong doings 
against Him and others, He 
forgives us.

T is for Thanksgiving. We 
should always thank God for 
loving us. Regardless of our 
situations in life, we should 
always express our thankful-
ness to God, because He loves 
us. No matter what situation 
you are in, you can find some-
thing to be thankful for.

S is for Supplication. We 
can share our concerns, 
needs, hurts and desires with 
God. He longs to hear from 
us. Ephesians 6:18 commands 

us to pray with “all supplica-
tion.” 

You may be wondering, 
what should I pray for:

In the Bible, there are a 
number of things we can pray 
for:

The first thing we can pray 
for is God’s will to be done. 
Matthew 6:10 states this verse 
from the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heav-
en.”

The second thing we can 
pray for is our daily food. 
Matthew 6:11 continues the 
Lord’s Prayer by saying, 
“Give us this day our daily 
bread.”

The third thing we can pray 
for is protection from evil. 
Matthew 6:13 reads, “And 
lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.”

The fourth thing we can 
pray for is forgiveness of sins. 
Luke 11:4 reads, “And forgive 
us our sins; for we also for-
give every one that is indebted 
to us.” 

We can also  pray for: our 
nation - that God will protect 
us and turn our hearts toward 
Him; our military troops - that 
God will keep them safe; our 
government leaders - that God 
will help them make wise 
decisions; our families, our 
health, our material needs, 
wisdom, and people we know 
who are hurting.

What conditions must we 
meet?

Sometimes our prayers 
are not answered because of 
doubt, wrong motives, dis-
obedience, pride, and lack of 
forgiveness.

We must pray in faith. Mat-
thew 21:22 tells us, “And all 
things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive.” 

We must pray according 
to God’s will, that is what 
He would want. 1 John 5:14 
states, “And this is the con-
fidence that we have in him, 
that, if we ask any thing ac-
cording to his will, he heareth 
us.”  

God does answer prayer. 
And His answers bring joy 
and peace. As Jesus said in 
John 16:24, “Hitherto have 
ye asked nothing in my name: 
ask, and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may be full.”  

Philippians 4:6 [teaches], 
“Be careful for nothing; but 
in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiv-
ing let your requests be made 
known unto God.” 

Dear friend, the most im-
portant prayer you can pray 
is to ask God for forgive-
ness of your sins. The Bible 
[teaches] everyone is a sinner. 
Romans 3:23 [reads], “For all 
have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God.” And no 
one can get to heaven without 
trusting in Jesus Christ. God 
sent Jesus His Son, to die on 
the cross to pay the penalty 
for your sins. He was raised 
from the dead so that you can 
have the gift of everlasting 
life. To receive His salvation, 
trust Him now as your Savior.

If you are willing to trust 
Christ as your Saviour, please 
pray with me the following 
prayer: Heavenly Father, I 
realize that I am a sinner. For 
Jesus Christ’s sake, please 
forgive me of my sins. I now 
believe with all of my heart 
that Jesus Christ died, was 
buried, and rose again. Lord 
Jesus, please come into my 
heart and save my soul and 
change my life. Amen.

Remember, friend, believe 
by faith. Share the faith. and 
Keep the faith!

To the gradu-
ates across this 
area and others, 
let me begin by 
saying - congrat-
ulations to each 
of you. This is 

truly another one of God’s bless-
ings taking place in your life, so 
rejoice. Rejoice but don’t regress. 
Continue to show your faith and 
continue to move forward in the 
name of the Lord.

As you and your loved ones 
celebrate this milestone in your 
lives, reflect on God’s word - 
“Add to your Faith” (taken from 
II Peter 1:1 -9).

Faith is one of the most impor-
tant ingredients in our walk with 
God. Many verses of the Bible 
teach us about faith.

Hebrews 11:6 - reads “But 
without faith it is impossible to 
please Him; for he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him.”

You may lose everything but 
don’t lose your Faith.

Hebrews 11:1 - reads “Now 
faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.”

Matthew 17:20 - reads “If ye 
have faith as a grain of a mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this moun-
tain, Remove hence to yonder 
place; and it shall remove; and 
nothing shall be impossible unto 
you.”

Luke 18:42 - reads “And Jesus 
said unto him, Receive thy sight: 
thy faith hath saved thee.”

Ephesians 2:8 - reads “For 
by grace are ye saved through 
faith,” and Romans 10:17 - reads 
“So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God”.

Peter writes this epistle to 
strengthen the brethren. He is be-
ing true to the request made by 
the Lord Jesus, himself.

Luke 22:31-34 reads - “And 
the Lord said, “Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan hath desired to 
have you, the he may sift you as 
wheat: But I have prayed for thee, 
that thou faith fail not: and when 
thou art converted, strengthen 
thou brethren. And he said unto 
him, Lord, I am ready to go 
with thee, both into prison, and 
to death. And he said, I tell thee, 
Peter, the cock shall not crow this 
day before that thou shalt thrice 
deny that thou knowest me.”

You cannot add to anything that 
you don’t have. In order to have 
this faith which Peter is talking 
about, (Saving Faith), we must 
take Paul’s advice in Romans 
10:9 which reads - “That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.”

II Peter 1:1 - 5 reads - “Simon 
Peter, a servant and an apostle 
of Jesus Christ, to them that have 
obtained like precious faith with 
us through the righteousness of 
God and our Savior Jesus Christ: 
Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you through the knowledge 
of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 
According as his divine power 
hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him 
that hath called us to glory and 
virtue. Whereby are given unto 
us exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption 
that is in the world through lust. 
And beside this, giving all dili-

gence, add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge.”

Why should we add to our 
faith? So we can obtain the 
knowledge of God and to grow 
stronger in the Lord.

Matthew 11:29-39 reads – 
“Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me for I am meek and 
lowly in heart; and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light”

I Corinthians 13:11 reads - 
“When I was a child, I spake as 
a child, I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: but when I 
became a man, I put away child-
ish things.”

What are we to add to our faith? 
Peter lists several attributes that 
we are to add for our Christian 
growth: 1) Virtues that include 
courage, moral and excellence 
2) Knowledge - to know God in 
His Salvation. The Word of God. 
You need courage to declare the 
Word of God. 3) Temperance and 
Self-control. 4) Patience includes 
being able to endure when tri-
als come. 5) Godliness means 
to be like God, God-like. This 
speaks of dependence upon God 
and a life that is devoted to Him. 
6) Brotherly Kindness includes 
showing love to all brethren. I 
John 3:14 reads - “We know that 
we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love the breth-
ren. He that loveth not his brother 
abideth in death.” 7) Charity in-
cludes love for outsiders or non-
believers.

Consider the result of adding 
to your faith and the result of not 
adding to our faith.

II Peter 1:8-10 reads - “For 
if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye 
shall neither be barren nor un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. But he that 
lacketh these things is blind, and 
cannot see afar off, and hath for-
gotten that he was purged from 
his old sins.”

As I conclude, remember, if 
we are to have faith (a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ) our faith 
should be growing. We should be 
getting stronger and stronger in 
the Lord. If we obtain the knowl-
edge and add the above attributes 
to our daily life, Peter said that we 
will never fall.

II Peter 1:10 reads - “Where-
fore the rather, brethren, give dili-
gence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall.”

God has promised the believer 
that He will never leave us nor 
forsake us.

Hebrews 13:5 reads - “Let 
your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content 
with such things as ye have: for 
he hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.”

About the pastor
Rev. Otis L. Davis is the pas-

tor of Pleasant Green Missionary 
Baptist Church in Canton, Miss. 

He is a native of Port Gibson, 
Miss. and is the third child born 
to the late Alfred and Flora Da-
vis.

He is a graduate of Alcorn 
State University and attended the 
Mississippi Baptist Bible College 
and Seminary in Jackson.

Davis has received numerous 
honors and involved in several 
community and fraternal organi-
zations.

Davis is the parent of two 
daughters: Angela and Jas-
mine, and the grandfather of two 
granddaughters:Kaylin and Ka-
leigh.

By Daniel Whyte 
Special to The Mississippi Link
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By Otis L. Davis

R E I g N I N g 
A N N o u N c E M E N t s

Evangelist Temple House of Refuge of all Nations C.O.G.I.C., 
704 University Blvd., Jackson, Evangelist Temple Mississippi Ju-
risdiction will continue hosting an Evangelistic Crusade Thursday 
through Friday, May 17-18, at 7:30 each evening. The event will 
feature Elder Anthony Friday, Bishop D. C. Mays, Evangelist Wil-
lie Pinkston, Evangelist Tonia Rounds, and Elder Tyrone Hanks, 
Sr.  For more information, call 601.355.1021.  .

Mt. Zion M. B. Church, 233 Cottonwood Drive, Jackson, will host 
Tiffany Williams in concert Sunday, May 20, at 6 p.m. Williams 
placed at the Regional Classical Singer’s Magazine Competition 
at Ole Miss. She will compete on the national level at Westin 
O’Hare Hotel in Chicago on May 25 -27.  For more information, 
call 601.906.8023 or 601.981.6027.



The Rev. T.D. 
Jakes has launched 
a campaign to help 
relieve his fellow 
brethren from the 
financial burden of 
prescription drugs.

He disclosed in a public letter that 
he’s concerned about the health of 

everyone and desires to make taking 
care of self much more affordable.

“I am offering a free pharmacy 
discount card to you and your fam-
ily. This is an opportunity you do not 
want to miss,” he stated.

The RxRelief Card is a free pre-
activated card that can help consum-
ers save up to 75 percent on their 
prescription drugs immediately.

“With discounts on virtually every 
medication sold at over 50,000 phar-
macies nationwide, the RxRelief 
Card can save you and your family 
an average of $400.”

The card is free and acquires no 
fees or charges.

Participating pharmacies include 
CVS, Rite Aid, Albertsons, Brooks, 
Medicine Shoppe, Super D, Costco, 

Publix, Duane Reade, Winn-Dixie, 
Sam’s Club, ShopKo, Walgreens, 
Safeway, Publix, Kroger, Wegmans, 
Pathmark and thousands more.

There are no claim forms, no 
deductibles, no limitations or maxi-
mums, no pre-existing condition ex-
clusions or other carve-outs.

Sign up here: http://connection-
srx.com/

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of May 17

1.  Let The Church Say Amen  Andrea Crouch featuring Marvin Winans 

2.  My Testimony   Marvin Sapp     Peace Together 

3.  I Feel Good    Fred Hammond      God, Love  and Romance 

4.  I Won’t Go Back   William McDowell 

5.  One More Time   Zafcardi Cortez featuring John P. Kee 

6.  After This    Youthful Praise Featuring JJ Hairston 

7.  Awesome     Pastor Charles and Fellowship Chicago 

8.  Still Able    James Fortune and FIYA 

9.  Put It On The Altar   Jessica Reedy 

10. Go Get It    Mary Mary      Go Get It

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Paul

A few years ago, 
while I was putting 
on makeup getting 
ready for work, I 
noticed a quarter-
sized strange dark 
spot on my left 

temple. I immediately made a doc-
tor’s appointment. When the doctor 
explained that it was a fungus, all I 
could mutter was “I have a what on 
my where?” I asked my doctor as she 
reexplained hoping she’d say some-
thing different the second time. 

After she gave me the prescription 
and explained how she wanted me 
to use it, I asked her a question that 
I knew the answer to, but still had 
to ask.  “Can I wear makeup?” She 

looked at me with a mixture of sur-
prise and amusement, “Eye makeup 
and lipstick only” was her quick re-
sponse. Funny thing is she couldn’t 
tell me where the fungus came from. 
She just said sometimes as women 
age, our bodies do strange things…
tell me about it, I thought.  

Even though I was glad that I fi-
nally knew what this mysterious 
“thing” was on my face, I was not 
looking forward to walking around 
in the public with no makeup for 
two weeks. To convince myself that 
I wasn’t a makeup-less menace to so-
ciety, I said for the first few days of 
the treatment was that I was getting 
my face “back in shape.” But oh how 
scary looking I must have looked to 
my students and everyone else with 
no makeup. My friends even told me 

all the right things, “You don’t need 
makeup.” However, the best thing 
about not wearing makeup is that 
I saved at least 15 minutes off my 
time in getting ready for work in the 
mornings.    

 In the end, the cream that the doc-
tor prescribed worked within a few 
days. There were days when I want-
ed to cover the spot with makeup 
where others couldn’t see it but I’d 
still know that it was there.   It’s like I 
was put in a position where I had no 
choice but to be transparent. The doc-
tors warned me that if I tried to cover 
up my face while it was trying to 
heal, it would hinder the healing pro-
cess and might even make it worse.        

In the end, I felt like God taught 
me how to be transparent, embrace 
and not hide my flaws…and how it 

can lead to healing. I didn’t die like 
I thought I would if I didn’t wear 
makeup. In order to be completely 
healed, I had to risk being transpar-
ent. 

In much the same way, when we 
choose to be  transparent and are 
honest about our flaws (no matter 
how many), we also choose to take 
the first step to embracing God’s 
promises of emotion and spiritual 
healing as it says in Jeremiah 33:6, “I 
will heal them and reveal to them the 
abundance of peace and truth.”

Shewanda Riley is the author of 
the Essence best-seller “Love Hang-
over: Moving From Pain to Purpose 
after a Relationship Ends.” She can 
be reached at lovehangover@juno.
com, at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.com 

Preserved by Purpose:  Face-to-Face Healing
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

T.D. Jakes begins free discount prescription drug campaign

As Jermaine Paul broke 
down and hugged family and 
friends after winning “The 
Voice,” the 33-year-old got 
a congratulatory phone call 
from one other important 
person in the evolution of 
his career: Alicia Keys.

According to the New 
York Daily News, Paul was 
still standing on the NBC 
stage Tuesday night, confet-
ti falling around him, when 
his friend passed him his 
cellphone.

“She was screaming with 
excitement,” recounted 
Paul, who lives in Harriman, 
N. Y. and was a longtime 
back-up singer for Keys. 
“She told me she’s been 
watching me and supporting 
me the whole time. She was 
saying how proud of me she 
was.”

Paul was awarded the 
singing competition show’s 
top prize of $100,000 and a 
record deal with Universal 
after singing R. Kelly’s “I 
Believe I Can Fly” for his 
final solo performance Mon-
day.

The next 24 hours were 

a whirlwind of red carpets, 
TV interviews and talk show 
appearances with the likes 
of Ellen Degeneres and Jay 
Leno.

“I’m going on maybe an 
hour of sleep,” Paul, 33, a 
married father of four, said.

“It’s been a non-stop situ-
ation, but I’m loving every 
bit of it. I’m in no way com-
plaining.”

“This is a dream come 
true,” Paul added. “I’ve been 
dreaming about a moment 
like this my whole life.”

The former basketball star 
at Monroe-Woodbury High 
School, Paul was serving 
as choir director and youth 
pastor before embarking on 
a singing career.

Over the past decade, he’s 
struggled to break from the 
background into the spot-
light.

But late Wednesday night, 
Paul was awaiting a flight 
back to New York and pon-
dering a future suddenly 
bursting with opportunities.

“I’m so excited about the 
future and getting in the 
studio and creating this al-
bum,” Paul said.

Alicia Keys calls ‘The 
Voice’ winner during 
on-stage celebration

Eurweb.com

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir
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DePaRTMeNT OF FINaNCe aND aDMINISTRaTION
BUReaU OF BUIlDINg, gROUNDS aND

Real PROPeRTY MaNageMeNT
JaCKSON, MISSISSIPPI

aDVeRTISeMeNT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Manage-
ment, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, 06/19/2012 , for:

 RE: GS# 203-044 CROSS HALL RENOVATION 
  East Central Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be obtained from:

 Professional: JH&H ArchitectsPlannersInteriors, 
   a Professional Association 
 Address:           3760 I-55 North - Suite 200
   Jackson, Mississippi 39211-6323
 Phone:  601-948- 4601

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions to Bid-
ders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Manage-
ment reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones 
and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

 5/17/12, 5/24/12

legal

NOTICe TO BIDDeRS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed RFPs are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the RFP must be stamped in by 3:30 
P.M. Tuesday, June 26, 2012, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City 
Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the 
following:

A Pre-Bid Meeting will take place on June 4, 2012 @ 2:00 P.M.-3:30 P.M., in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room.

RFP#96156-062612--- Design, Development & Deployment of City of Jackson’s Web-
site 

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms can 
be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of RFP specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the 
Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Purchas-
ing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunities 
for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, each contrac-
tor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) 
Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by 
authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO 
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible 
contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of 
Economic Development at (601)960-1851.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan 
Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs.   The City also reserves the right to 
waive any and all informalities in respect to any RFP submitted.  RFP awards will be made 
to the lowest and best company submitting the lowest net price in accordance with speci-
fications.  The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total 
cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered 
when evaluating the RFP proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to advertising 
that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence 
of such statement means the City will make that determination during the RFP review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB-Purchasing Manager 
hgreer@city.jackson.ms.us

Purchasing Division  
(601) 960-1533 or (601) 960-1025

 5/17/12 legal

NOTICe OF PUBlIC HeaRINg OF THe
JaCKSON HISTORIC PReSeRVaTION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
(JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 
13, 2012, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE 
WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A. OLD BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2012-12, REQUEST BY: SAMUEL STOCKETT TO RETAIN THE ILLE-
GALLY IMPROVEMENT MADE TO THE PROPERTY INCLUDING REPLACING THE EXISTING 
SIDING WITH HARDI-PLANK SIDING, REPLACING ALL THE WINDOWS WITH NEW WOOD 
WINDOWS AND ALUMINUM SLIDING GLASS WINDOWS, ADDING TWO WOODEN WINDOWS 
IN BATHROOMS, REPLACING DOORS WITH ALUMINUM DOORS, AND TO BUILD A WOOD 
FENCE ON THE SIDE YARD TO SEPARATE THE FRONT YARD FROM THE BACK YARD, TO 
ADD A WOOD DECK TO THE BACK OF THE HOUSE WITH STAIRS RECESSED INTO DECK 
FOR ACCESS FROM DRIVEWAY, TO ADD A SET OF STAIRS LEADING TO THE BACK YARD, 
TO ADD A CONCRETE WALK FORM THE FRONT OF THE HOUSE TO THE SIDE APARTMENT, 
TO ADD A METAL SPIRAL STAIRCASE FOR EGRESS ON THE BACK OF THE HOUSE, AND TO 
REMOVE THE CRACKED AND BROKEN BRICK RETAINING WALL IN THE FRONT YARD OF 
THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1221 ST. ANN ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

B. NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2012-20, REQUEST BY: GEORGE EWING (OWNER: CITY OF JACK-
SON) TO REMOVE/DEMOLISH THE OLD COTTAGE HOME LOCATED AT 4750 CLINTON 
BLVD. THE STRUCTION IS LOCATED ON A LANDMARK SITE (MYNELLE GARDENS).

2. CASE NO. 2012-21, REQUEST BY STRAIGHT EDGE, INC. (OWNER: ANTHONY 
& MELISSA DIFATTA) TO REMOVE EXISTING PORCH THAT DOES NOT FIT THE ARCHITEC-
TURE OF THE HOME AND REPLACE PORCH WITH A MASTER BATHROOM AND CLOSET 
THAT MORE APPROPRIATELY FITS THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE HOME. THE PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED AT 761 GILLESPIE ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

II. OTHER ITEMS

III. ADJOURN

DATES OF PUBLICATION MAY 17 & MAY 24, 2012.
PLEASE SEND PROOF OF PUBLICATION TO:
BIQI ZHAO (P.O. BOX 17, 200 S PRESIDENT ST. JACKSON, MS 39205-0017)
ZONING DIVISION   (601) 960-2006   BZHAO@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US

 5/17/12, 5/24/12

HelP WaNTeD

PROFeSSIONal See SPeCIal INSTRUCTIONS  

Executive Producer • Mississippi Public Broadcasting, a statewide television and 
radio network, is seeking a. seasoned, highly creative television Executive Producer. 
Successful candidate will have demonstrated ability to produce documentary style 
and series television productions from conception to broadcast- EP will be required 
to create budgets and maintain budgetary control of assigned projects. EP will men-
tor Associate Producers and other production staff. Editing and Director of Pho-
tography experience a plus. Entry salary: $40,428.98/yr. Complete description and 
application process at www.mpbonline.org. SUBMIT: State of Mississippi application 
and sample of work to Personnel, Mississippi Public Broadcasting, 3825 Ridgewood 
Road/Jackson, MS 39211 received by May 28. 2Q12. Resumes not accepted in lieu 
of applications. EOE   

Cindy Neal,
Human Resources Director

5/17/12

legal NOTICe

State and Community Highway Safety grant Program
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)  

The Department of Public Safety, Division of Public Safety Planning, Office of 
Highway Safety (MOHS) is requesting applications from law enforcement jurisdic-
tions, State agencies, Judicial Colleges/Universities, City/County Courts, Emer-
gency Medical Services, Non-profit Organizations, and Community Organizations 
for federal funds to develop and operate highway safety programs for the FY13 
grant period, October 1, 2012 to September 30, 2013. The grant application and all 
other documents are available at the Department website at http://www.dps.state.
ms.us. A link to the application packet will be located in the “News and Announce-
ment” section on the homepage.  For additional information, contact the MOHS at 
601.977.3700 for questions.

5/17/12
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legal

NOTICe OF aPPlICaTION FOR a ReZONINg 
ZONiNG CASE NO. 3808

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in anyway af-
fected thereby, that TANISHA SMITH-CARR has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from 
R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to C-1A (Restricted) Commercial Dis-
trict to establish a newly renovated salon and spa, property located at 4572 
Hanging Moss Rd., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, 
and being more particularly described as:

LOT 5, BLOCK D, ELMWOOD PARK SUBDIVISION.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board=s Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. 
President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 23, 
2012, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard 
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established 
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person own-
ing property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City 
Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration 
thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the 
Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizen=s need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of April 2012.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

 5/3/12, 5/17/12

legal

NOTICe OF aPPlICaTION FOR a ReZONINg 
ZONiNG CASE NO. 3806

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of 
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all 
persons interested in or in anyway affected thereby, that ALPHA PRINTING, INC. has filed with the 
Planning Board  for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from C-2 (Limited) 
Commercial District to C-3 (General) Commercial District and a Use Permit to allow the operation 
of a liquor store, property located at 3165 Terry Rd.., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A part of Lots 14 and 15, block “E”, Alameda First Addition, a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, 
Mississippi, in Plat Book 7 Page 42, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this 
description and being more particularly described as follows; Commence at the Northwest corner of 
Lot 16, Block “E” of said Alameda First Addition and run thence South along the West line of Lots 14, 
15, and 16 of said Block “E”, Alameda First Addition a distance of 93.93 feet to the point of beginning; 
continue thence South along said West line of Lots 14, 15, and 16 at a distance of 133.69 feet to 
a point; thence East parallel to the South line of Lot 14 a distance of 154.43 feet to the West line of 
Terry Road; thence North 18 degrees 16 minutes East along said West line of Terry Road 63.88 feet; 
thence North 71 degrees 17 minutes W 16.8 feet; thence North 13 degrees 32 minutes East 10.8 
feet; thence N 70 degrees 26 minutes W 170.09 feet to the point of beginning

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board=s Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Confer-
ence Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 
1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 23, 2012, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection 
thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizen=s need for interpreters or auxiliary 
aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of April 2012.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

 5/3/12, 5/17/12

legal

NOTICe OF aPPlICaTION FOR a ReZONINg 
ZONiNG CASE NO. 3803

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in anyway affected thereby, that 
DR. ELIJAH ARRINGTON III has filed with the Planning Board  for the City of Jack-
son, an application requesting a Special Exception to allow a cosmetic and sedation 
dental facility, property located at 1309 E. Northside Dr., in the First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lot 5, Kimwood Subdivision, Part I, a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof 
which is on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at 
Jackson, Mississippi in Plat book 15 at Page 1 thereof, reference to which map or plat 
is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board=s Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 23, 2012, at which 
time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on 
said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning 
Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection 
thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in 
writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing 
thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request 
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take 
steps to accommodate citizen=s need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of April 2012.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

 5/3/12, 5/17/12

legal

NOTICe OF aPPlICaTION FOR a ReZONINg 
ZONiNG CASE NO. 3805

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of 
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to 
all persons interested in or in anyway affected thereby, that CITY OF FAITH PRISON MINISTRIES, 
INC. has filed with the Planning Board  for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Variance 
from the (1,000) One thousand foot requirement for the operation of a correctional facility, property 
located at 789 Harris St., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as:

A parcel of land containing 0.2420 acres (10,540 square feet) more or less, lying and being situated 
in the Northwest ¼ of Section 2, Township 5 North, Range 1 East, City of Jackson, First Judicial 
District, of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described by metes and bounds 
as follows:
Commence at the intersection of the West right of way line of Monroe Street with the South right of 
way line of Vine Street extended Westerly; run thence N 8 degrees 26 minutes 13 seconds East 
for a distance of 433.21 feet along the said West right of way line of Monroe Street; thence North 
44 degrees 27 minutes 56 seconds East; for a distance of 844.265 feet along the Westerly right of 
way line of Harris Street (aka Railroad Street) to an iron pin; thence continue North 44 degrees 27 
minutes 56 seconds East for a distance of 100.0 feet along said Westerly right of way line to an 
iron pin which marks the Point of Beginning for the parcel herein described; thence leave distance 
of 105.405 feet thence North 44 degrees 27 minutes 56 seconds East for a distance of 100.0 feet 
along a line which is 10 feet Southeast of and parallel to the center line of the most Easterly of three 
railroad tracks; thence of Harris Street; thence South 4 degrees 27 minutes 56 seconds West for a 
distance of 100.0 feet along the said Westerly right of way line to the Point of Beginning.

A parcel of land being part of Lots 1, 3 and 5, Block 78, and part of Lots 4,6,8 and 10, of Block 79, 
Belhaven Heights, a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof on file and of record in the 
Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat, Book 4 at Page 34, 
reference to which is herby made, and being a part of Greymont Street (Closed) and being situated 
in the Northwest ¼ of Section 2, Township 5 North, Range 1 east, City of Jackson, Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the intersection of the West right of way line of Monroe Street, with the South line of 
Vine Street extended Westerly and run thence N 8 degrees 26 minutes 13 seconds East 433.2 feet 
along the aid West right Westerly right of way line of Harris Street (aka Railroad Street) to an iron pin 
and the Point of Beginning’ thence continue North 44 degrees 29 minutes 56 seconds East 195.00 
feet along the said Westerly right of way line of Harris Street; thence North 44 degrees 54 minutes 
22 seconds West 105.41 feet to an iron pin; run thence South 44 degrees 27 minutes 56 seconds 
West 195.01 feet along a line which is 10 feet Southeast of and parallel to the centerline of the most 
Easterly of three railroad tracks; thence South 44 degrees 54 minutes 34 minutes East 105.41 feet 
to an iron pin and the Point of Beginning.
This parcel contains 0.4718 acres, more or less.

A parcel of land, lying and being situated in the Northwest ¼ of Section 2, Township 5 North, Range 
1 East, City of Jackson, First Judicial district of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particu-
larly described by metes and bounds as follows:

Commence at the intersection of the West right of way line of Monroe Street with the South line of 
Vine Street extended westerly and run thence North 8 degrees 26 minutes 13 seconds East for 
a distance of 433.21 feet along the said West right of way line of Monroe Street; thence North 44 
degrees 27 minutes 56 seconds East for a distance of 844.265 feet along the westerly right of way 
line of Harris Street (also known as Railroad Street) to an iron pin; thence continue North 44 degrees 
27 minutes 56 seconds East for a distance of 200.00 feet along the said Westerly right of way line to 
an iron pin which marks the POINT OF BEGINNING for the parcel herein described; thence leave 
said Westerly right of way line of Harris Street and run North 44 degrees 54 minutes 22 seconds 
West for a distance of 105.405 feet, thence North 44 degrees 27 minutes 56 seconds East for a 
distance of 100.0 feet along a line which is 10 feet Southeast of and parallel to the centerline of the 
most Easterly of three railroad tracks; thence South 44 degrees 54 minutes 22 seconds East for 
a distance of 105.405 feet to the said Westerly right of way line of Harris Street; thence South 44 
degrees 27 minutes 56 seconds West for a distance of 100.0 feet along the said Westerly right of 
way line of the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing .24197 acres (10,540 square feet) more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board=s Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Confer-
ence Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 
1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 23, 2012, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection 
thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizen=s need for interpreters or auxiliary 
aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of April 2012.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth, Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

 5/3/12, 5/17/12

NOTICe OF aPPlICaTION FOR a ReZONINg 
ZONiNG CASE NO. 3807

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of 
Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given 
to all persons interested in or in anyway affected thereby, that MAMADOU S. SALL has filed 
with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from 
R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to C-2 (Limited) Commercial District, property lo-
cated at 310 and 312 Briarwood Dr., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, 
and being more particularly described as:

Parcel A (Description of 0.73 Acres)
A parcel of land lying and situated in Lot 26 of Block B of Fernwood Subdivision, according to 
a map or plat thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County 
at Jackson, Mississippi and the Northwest Quarter of Section 12, Township 6 North, Range 
1 East, City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi and being more particularly described as 
follows:
Commence at an iron pin representing the southwest corner of Oak Park Planned Office 
Development according to the map or plat which is of record and on file in the office of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, located in Jackson, Mississippi and run thence S 90 degrees 
00 minutes 00 seconds W along the north right of way of Briarwood Drive per deed book 3108 
at page 350 for a distance 399.15 feet for an iron pin on the east line of Lot 26 of Block B of 
Fernwood, and the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel herein described ; Run thence S 

90 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds W along the north right of way of Briarwood Drive for a 
distance 99.79 feet to an iron pin on the west line of sad Lot 26 of Block B of Fernwood Sub-
division; Run thence S 88 degrees 44 minutes 00 seconds East for a distance of 99.82 feet to 
an iron pin on the ease line of said Lot 26 of Block B of Fernwood Subdivision; Run thence S 
0 degrees 01 minutes 56 seconds E along the east line of said Lot 26 of Block B of Fernwood 
Subdivision for a distance of 316.13 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, and contains 0.73 
acres, more or less

Parcel B (Description of 0.28 Acres)
A parcel of land lying and situated in Lot 26 of Block B of Fernwood Subdivision, according to 
a map or plat thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County 
at Jackson, Mississippi and the Northwest Quarter of Seciton 12, Township 6 North, Range 
1 East, City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as 
follows”
Commence at an iron pin representing the southwest corner of Oak Park Planned Office 
Development according to the map or plat which is of record and on file in the office of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, located in Jackson, Mississippi and run thence S 90 degrees 
00 minutes 00 seconds W along the north right of way of Briarwood Drive per deed book 3108 
at page 350 for a distance 399.15 feet to an iron pin on the east line of Lot 26 of Block B of 
Fernwood Subdivision; continue thence S 90 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds W along the 
north right of way of Briarwood Drive for a distance 99.79 feet to an iron pin on the west line of 
said Lot 26 of Block 318.34 feet to an iron pin said iron pin being the POINT OF BEGINNING 
of the parcel herein an iron pin; run thence S 88 degrees 44 minutes 00 seconds East for a 

distance of 99.82 feet to an iron pin on the east line of said Lot 26 of Block B of Fernwood 
Subdivision for a distance of 125.00feet to an iron pin; run thence N 88 degrees 44 minutes 
00 seconds W for a distance of 99.82 feet to an iron pin on the east line of said Lot 26; and the 
POINT OF BEGINNING, and contains 0.28, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board=s Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, 
Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 23, 2012, at which time all parties interested 
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record 
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the 
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. 
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizen=s need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of April 2012.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

 5/3/12, 5/17/12

legal
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lEgal

DEpaRTmEnT OF FinanCE anD aDminisTRaTiOn
BUREaU OF BUilDing, gROUnDs anD

REal pROpERTy managEmEnT
JaCksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, 
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 06/12/2012 , for:

	 RE:	 GS#	201-065	Campus	Roofing	-	PH	I	
  Coahoma Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract docu-
ments may be obtained from:

 Professional: Dean and Dean/Associates Architects, P.A. 
	 Address:					 Post	Office	Box	4685
	 	 	 440	Old	Canton	Road,	Suite	200	Highland		
   Bluff
   Jackson, Mississippi 39296
 Phone:  601-939-7717

A deposit of $200.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with	Instructions	to	Bidders	bound	in	the	project	manual.		The	Bureau	of	
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to 
waive	irregularities	and	to	reject	any	or	all	bids.		NOTE:		Telephones	and	
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

 5/10/12, 5/17/12

lEgal

DEpaRTmEnT OF FinanCE anD aDminisTRaTiOn
BUREaU OF BUilDing, gROUnDs anD

REal pROpERTy managEmEnT
JaCksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 06/12/2012 , for:

	 RE:	 GS#	551-002	FFA	Center	Improvements	
  Department of Education

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

 Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
 Address:      500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-969-7543

A	deposit	of	$100.00	is	required.		Bid	preparation	will	be	in	accordance	with	Instructions	
to	Bidders	bound	in	the	project	manual.		The	Bureau	of	Building,	Grounds	and	Real	
Property	Management	reserves	the	right	to	waive	irregularities	and	to	reject	any	or	all	
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

 5/10/12, 5/17/12

lEgal

DEpaRTmEnT OF FinanCE anD aDminisTRaTiOn
BUREaU OF BUilDing, gROUnDs anD

REal pROpERTy managEmEnT
JaCksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, 
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 06/12/2012 , for:

	 RE:	 GS#	206-069	Campus	Roofing	–	PH	I
	 	 Holmes	Community	College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract docu-
ments may be obtained from:

	 Professional:	 JH&H	ArchitectsPlannersInteriors,	a		 	
   Professional Association 
	 Address:					 3760	I-55	North-Suite	200
   Jackson, Mississippi 39211
	 Phone:	 	 601-948-4601

A deposit of $25.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with	Instructions	to	Bidders	bound	in	the	project	manual.		The	Bureau	of	
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to 
waive	irregularities	and	to	reject	any	or	all	bids.		NOTE:		Telephones	and	
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

 5/10/12, 5/17/12

lEgal

JaCksOn mUniCipal aiRpORT aUTHORiTy
FOR

COnsTRUCTiOn anD RElaTED sERViCEs
in COnnECTiOn WiTH THE

EasT COnCOURsE RE-ROOF 
aT JaCksOn – mEDgaR WilEy EVERs inTERnaTiOnal aiR-

pORT
(Jmaa pROJECT nO. 013-11)

may 3, 2012

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed 
bids	at	the	Jackson	–	Medgar	Wiley	Evers	International	Airport	(“JAN”),	
Main Terminal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin Coun-
ty,	Mississippi,	until	3:00	p.m.	on	June	8,	2012	(the	“Bid	Deadline”),	for	
construction and related services in connection with the East Concourse 
Re-Roof at JAN (the “Work”).  The Work consists generally of replace-
ment	of	the	roof	of	the	East	Concourse	and	Air	Traffic	Control	Tower	Cab	
at JAN and related work.

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 3:05 p.m. on June 
8,	2012	(the	“Bid	Opening”)	in	the	Staff	Conference	Room,	Third	Floor	
of	 the	Main	Terminal	Building	at	JAN.		The	outside	or	exterior	of	each	
bid envelope or container of the bid must be marked with the bidder’s 
Mississippi	Certificate	of	Responsibility	Number	(or	a	statement	that	the	
bid	does	not	exceed	$50,000)	and	with	the	wording:		“Bid	for	East	Con-
course	Re-Roof	–	JMAA	Project	No.	013-11.”	 	Bid	proposals,	amend-
ments to bids or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after 
the Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatsoever.  Bid-
ders and their authorized representatives are invited to be present at the 
Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined 
by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Bid Documents.  
The Bid Documents contain, among other things, a copy of this Adver-
tisement	for	Bids,	Instructions	to	Bidders,	the	form	of	Agreement	to	be	
executed	by	JMAA	and	the	lowest	and	best	bidder	and	Plans	and	Speci-
fications	for	the	work.
The	Bid	Documents	are	on	file	and	open	for	public	inspection	at	JAN	at	
the following address:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100	International	Drive,	Suite	300
Jackson,	Mississippi		39208
Telephone:  (601) 664-3566
Facsimile:   (601) 664-3545
Attention:   Mr. Gary Montgomery
   JMAA Maintenance Manager

A	copy	of	the	Bid	Documents	(including	Plans	and	Specifications	for	the	
work) may be obtained upon payment of a $50 refundable fee per set at 
the following address:
Dale Partners Architects, P.A.
One Jackson Place, Suite 250
188	East	Capitol	Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
Telephone:  (601) 352-5411
Facsimile:  (601) 353-5362
Attention:		Mr.	Ron	Hartley

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. on May 24, 2012 in 
the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at 
JAN.  Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is mandatory for all those 
submitting bids for the Work.

JMAA	reserves	the	right	to	amend	the	plans	and	specifications	for	the	
Work by Addendum issued to each person requesting a copy of Bid 
Documents;	 to	reject	any	and	all	bids	for	any	reason	at	any	time	prior	
to	execution	of	the	Agreement;	to	waive	any	and	all	informalities	in	the	
bidding	process;	and	to	hold	all	bids	for	examination	for	a	period	not	to	
exceed	ninety	(90)	days.

JACKSON	MUNICIPAL	AIRPORT	AUTHORITY

DATE: May 3, 2012 /s/ Dirk B. Vanderleest   
	 	 	 Dirk	B.	Vanderleest,	Chief	Executive	Officer

 5/10/12, 5/17/12
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CiTy OF JaCksOn, mississippi
aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs
nOTiCE TO COnTRaCTORs

mCC-FB-2 Feed Replacement, O.B. Curtis Water Treatment plant

Sealed Bids for MCC-FB-2 Feed Replacement, O.B. Curtis Water Treatment 
Plant		will	be	received	by	the	City	of	Jackson,	Mississippi,	at	City	Hall	of	said	
city	and	state	until	3:30	PM,	local	time,	June	12,	2012,	and	then	at	said	office	
publicly opened and read aloud.

Proposals shall be submitted on form furnished, sealed and deposited with the 
City Clerk prior to the hour and date above designated.

The work generally consists of Replacement of feed conductors within two con-
duits for Motor Control Center MCC-FB-2 within the Filter Building at the O.B. 
Curtis Water Treatment Plant.

The	Instructions	to	Bidders,	form	of	Bid,	form	of	Contract,	Plans,	Specifications,	
form	of	Bonds	and	other	Contract	Documents	may	be	examined	at	the	City	of	
Jackson, Department of Public Works, Water / Sewer Utilities Division, 200 
South President Street, Room 405, Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0017, between 
the	hours	of	8:00	AM	and	5:00	PM	Monday	through	Friday.

Copies may be obtained from the City of Jackson, Department of Public Works, 
Water	/	Sewer	Utilities	Division,	P.O.	Box	17,	Jackson,	Mississippi	39205-0017	
upon payment of $50.00, which will not be refunded.

The	Standard	Specifications	adopted	by	the	City	of	Jackson,	as	referred	to	in	
the Contract Documents, may be purchased from the Department of Public 
Works.

Each	Bidder	must	deposit	with	his	Proposal	a	Bid	Bond	or	Certified	Check	in	
an	amount	equal	to	five	percent	(5%)	of	his	Bid,	payable	to	the	City	of	Jackson,	
Mississippi,	as	bid	security.		Bidders	shall	also	submit	a	current	financial	state-
ment, if requested by the Owner. 

The successful Bidder must provide both a Performance bond and a Payment 
Bond,	each	in	the	amount	of	one	hundred	percent	(100%)	of	the	Contract,	upon	
execution	of	the	Contract.

The	Contract	Time	is	forty-five	(45)	calendar	days	with	liquidated	damages	of	
Five	Hundred	Dollars	($500.00)	per	calendar	day	thereafter.

A Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled for May 23, 2012 at 11:00 AM in the Mem-
brane Building Meeting Room at the O.B. Curtis Water Treatment Plant.  Atten-
dance by all potential contractors, subcontractors and other interested parties 
is strongly encouraged.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting.	It	is	the	policy	of	the	City	of	Jackson	to	promote	full	and	equal	busi-
ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and 
signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in 
accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Oppor-
tunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall dis-
qualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. 
For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Pro-
gram,	please	contact	the	Office	of	Economic	Development	at	601-960-1055.	
Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are 
available	at	200	South	President	Street,	Room	223,	Hood	Building,	Jackson,	
Mississippi.

The	City	of	Jackson	hereby	notifies	all	bidders	that	in	compliance	with	Title	VI	
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in  response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national	origin,	or	sex	in	consideration	
for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City 
of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life 
of its citizens, through various pro-
grams, employment, initiatives, and 
assistance. The City encourages all 
persons, corporations, and/or entities 
doing business within the City, as well 
as those who seek to contract with the 
City	 on	 various	 projects	 and	 or	 con-
duct business in the City, to assist the 
City in achieving its goal by strongly 
considering City residents for employ-
ment opportunities.

The City of Jackson reserves the right 
to	waive	any	informalities	and	to	reject	
any and all bids.

DAN	GAILLET
DIRECTOR	OF	PUBLIC	WORKS

SEAN	PERKINS
CHIEF	OF	STAFF

 5/10/12, 5/17/12

lEgal

nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until	3:30	P.M.	in	the	City	Clerk’s	Office	of	Jackson,	the	bid	must	be	stamped	in	by	3:30	
P.M. Tuesday, June 5, 2012, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City 
Hall	located	at	219	South	President	Street	(City	Council	Chambers)	in	City	Hall	for	the	
following:

06509-060512-A	-	COMPACT	HYDRAULIC	–	CRAWLER	MOUNTED

06509-060512-B	-	COMPACT	HYDRAULIC	–	CRAWLER	MOUNTED	

07051-060512	 -	 40	 FT	 HEIGHT	AERIAL	 TELESCOPIC/ARTICULATING	 BUCKET	
TRUCK
 
75535-060512	-	RUBBER	TIRE	ASPHALT	PAVER	–	EIGHT	FOOT	SCREED	CLASS
  
The	above	must	comply	with	the	City’s	specifications.			Copies	of	proposal	forms	can	be	
obtained	from	the	Purchasing	Division,	200	South	President	Street,	Room	604,	Hood	
Building,	Jackson,	Mississippi	39201.		Copies	of	bid	specifications	are	filed	with	the	City	
Clerk	for	public	record	in	accordance	with	House	Bill	No	999,	1986	Regular	Session	of	
the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing.		It	is	the	policy	of	the	City	of	Jackson	to	promote	full	and	equal	business	op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, 
please	contact	the	Office	of	Economic	Development	at	(601)960-1638.			Copies	of	the	
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available 
with	the	Office	of	Economic	Development	at	218	South	President	Street,	Second	Floor,	
Jackson, Mississippi.

The	City	reserves	the	right	to	reject	any	and	all	bids.			The	City	also	reserves	the	right	
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifications.		The	award	could	be	according	to	the	lowest	cost	per	item;	or	to	the	low-
est total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be 
considered	when	evaluating	the	bid	proposal.			In	those	cases	where	it	is	known	prior	
to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for 
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination 
during the bid review.

Janet D. Allison, CPPB, Supervisor
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025 or 960-1022

 5/10/12, 5/17/12

lEgal

DEpaRTmEnT OF FinanCE anD aDminisTRaTiOn
BUREaU OF BUilDing, gROUnDs anD

REal pROpERTy managEmEnT
JaCksOn, mississippi

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 06/19/2012 , for:

	 RE:	 GS#	102-238	Campus	Roofing	-	PH	I	
  Delta State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

	 Professional:	 Shafer	&	Associates,	PLLC	
 Address:      510 University Drive
   Starkville, Mississippi 39759
	 Phone:	 	 662-323-1628

A	deposit	of	$150.00	is	required.		Bid	preparation	will	be	in	accordance	with	Instructions	
to	Bidders	bound	in	the	project	manual.		The	Bureau	of	Building,	Grounds	and	Real	
Property	Management	reserves	the	right	to	waive	irregularities	and	to	reject	any	or	all	
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

 5/17/12, 5/24/12

DRIVERS NEEDED!!

1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm

lEgal

Bid 2228- student Handbooks and planners for  pre-kindergarten thru grade 12

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board 
of	Trustees	of	the	Jackson	Public	School	District,	in	the	Business	Office,	662	South	
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 
29, 2012, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The 
Board	of	Trustees	reserves	the	right	to	reject	any	and	all	bids,	to	waive	informali-
ties,	and	to	withhold	the	acceptance	of	any	bid	if	approved	for	forty-five	calendar	
days	from	the	date	bids	are	opened.		Proposal	forms	and	detailed	specifications	
may	be	obtained	free	of	charge	by	emailing	acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us,	calling	
(601)	960-8799,	or	documents	may	be	picked	up	at	the	above	address.	

 5/10/12, 5/17/12

lEgal

advertisement for Bids
Bid - 2230 site Care services for Jackson public schools

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board	of	Trustees	of	the	Jackson	Public	School	District,	in	the	Business	Office,	
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time) June 7, 2012, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and 
read	aloud.		A	Pre-Bid	Conference	concerning	the	project	will	be	held	at	Enochs	
Library, 101 Near Street, Jackson, MS  39201, on May 29, 2012, at 10:00 A.M.  
You	may	contact	Mr.	Fred	Davis	Office	with	questions	at	(601-960-8784).		Atten-
dance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The 
Board	of	Trustees	reserves	the	right	to	reject	any	and	all	bids,	to	waive	informali-
ties,	and	to	withhold	the	acceptance	of	any	bid	if	approved	for	forty-five	calendar	
days	from	the	date	bids	are	opened.		Proposal	forms	and	detailed	specifications	
may	be	obtained	free	of	charge	by	emailing	acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us,	call-
ing	(601)	960-8799,	or	documents	may	be	picked	up	at	the	above	address.	

 5/17/12, 5/24/12



www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 15may 17 - 23, 2012

LEGAL

City of Jackson, mississippi
Notice to Contractors

MACON STREET DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
City project no. 9aa5001

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 
3:30 P.M. Local Time, on June 12, 2012, for supplying labor and equipment as required 
to perform all related items of work for construction of the Macon Street Drainage Im-
provements, City Project No. 9AA5001.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that it will affirmatively insure that in any 
contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority and female business en-
terprises will be afforded the full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award.  The bidders attention is further directed to Special Notice to 
Bidders, included in the contract documents for this project.  (Special Notice to Bidders 
relates to the utilization of small business concerns (MBE’s/FBE’s) on this project.)

A pre-bid conference will be held on Tuesday, May 22, 2012 at 2:00 P.M. in the 5th floor 
conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, 
MS.  All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties are encour-
aged to attend.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principal of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunity for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, 
every contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application with the bid submission, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to 
comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being 
awarded an eligible contract.

For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development at 960-1638.  Copies of the EBO 
Ordinance, EBO Plan Application, EBO Program, the MBE/FBE Directory and the MBE/
FBE Certification Affidavit are available in the Warren Hood Building – 2nd Floor, located 
at 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensur-
ing the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, 
and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing 
business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various 
projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

Specifications and Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in the Depart-
ment of Public Works located in the Warren Hood Building – 4th Floor, Room 424, locat-
ed at 200 South President St., Jackson, Mississippi 39205.  The Standard Specifications 
adopted by the City Council may be procured from the Department of Public Works, if 
desired, upon payment of $5.00 for each volume. One copy of the Contract Documents 
may be procured on the 4th Floor on the Hood Building, Engineering Division, Suite 424, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 upon payment of $100.00, which will not be refunded. The 
Engineer, Charles Williams Jr., P.E., can be contacted at (601) 960-1651 for questions or 
directions concerning the Macon Street Drainage Improvements Project.  

Proposals shall be submitted in Original triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City 
Clerk prior to the hour and date designated.  Bidders must be qualified under Missis-
sippi Law and show Certificate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board 
of Public Contractors. Each Bidder shall write his Certificate of Responsibility number 
and Mississippi License Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing his 
proposal.  Each Bidder must also deposit with his proposal, a Bid Bond or Certified 
Check in the amount equal to five percent (5%) of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson 
as bid security. 

The successful bidder shall furnish a payment bond and performance bond each in the 
amount of 100% of the bid.  Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if 
requested by the City.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

 5/10/12, 5/17/12
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 
ZOninG CasE nO. 3804

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of Jackson, 
Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons 
interested in or in anyway affected thereby, that CELLULAR SOUTH REAL ESTATE, INC. has filed with 
the Planning Board  for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow the con-
struction of a 150’ tall telecommunications tower (monopole), property located at 6893 Medgar Evers 
Blvd., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A parcel of land containing 17.19 acres (748,984 square feet), more or less, and all being located in 
the Southwest ¼ of Section 12, Township 6 North, Range 1 West, Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, 
described as:
Commencing at the Northeast corner of Lot 3, Presidential Hills, Part I, a subdivision on record in the 
office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, recorded in Plat Book 23 at Page 27, run thence North 
89 degrees 45 West from 467.13 feet along the North line of Presidential Hills, Part I, to the Northwest 
corner of Lot 12 of said subdivision, said point also being the POINT OF BEGINNING; from said Point 
of Beginning run thence North 89 degrees 45 minutes West for 890.52 feet along the North line of 
Presidential Hills, Part I, to a point; run thence North 43 degrees 44 minutes West for 407.20 feet along 
the North line of Presidential Hills, Part I to a point in the center line of a ditch, run thence North 53 
degrees 39 minutes 36 seconds East for 855.84 feet to a point (witness pin bearing South 42 degrees 
19 minutes 44 seconds East at a distance of 39.93 feet); run thence North 47 degrees 19 minutes 00 
seconds East for 150.00 feet to a point on the westerly right of way line of U.S. Highway No. 49; run 
thence South 42 degrees 41 minutes East for 937.00 feet along said right of way to a point; run thence 
South 66 degrees 25 minutes 37 seconds West for 293.48 feet to a point; run thence South 00 degrees 
15 minutes 00 seconds West for 100.00 feet to the Point of Beginning

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board=s Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference 
Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 
p.m., on Wednesday, May 23, 2012, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be 
heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with 
the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, 
the City will take steps to accommodate citizen=s need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of April 2012.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

 5/3/12, 5/17/12

LEGAL

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREaU OF BUilDinG, GROUnDs anD

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JaCksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management, 
501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Wednes-
day, 05/30/2012 , for:
 RE: GS# 104-149 POINDEXTER HALL RENOVATION 
  Procurement of Pianos with Benches
  Mississippi University for Women

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be obtained from:
 Professional:  Pryor Morrow Architects and Engineers
 Address:  P.O. Box 167 
   Columbus, Mississippi 39705-0167     
 Phone:  662-327-8990 

A deposit of $0.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions to Bidders 
bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management 
reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks 
will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

 5/10/12, 5/17/12



MIAMI - LeBron James and 
Dwyane Wade did almost every-
thing for Miami - until the final 
minute. And that has the Heat fac-
ing their first big problem of the 
postseason.

David West scored 16 points 
and grabbed 10 rebounds, and the 
Indiana Pacers took home-court 
advantage away from Miami by 
beating the Heat 78-75 in Game 2 
of the teams’ Eastern Conference 
semifinal series Tuesday night - 
after James and Wade both came 
up short on key opportunities 
down the stretch.

‘’We never felt like we were 
the underdogs,’’ Indiana’s Danny 
Granger said.

The series is tied at a game 
apiece, with Game 3 in Indianapo-
lis on Thursday night.

With Chris Bosh out indefinite-
ly because of a strained abdominal 
muscle, James scored 28 points 
for Miami and Wade finished with 
24, making them the only two 

Heat players to score more than 
five - the first time that happened 
in franchise history, according to 
STATS LLC. James missed two 
free throws with 54.3 seconds left 
and Miami down one, and Wade 
was short on a layup that would 
have tied the game with 16 sec-
onds remaining.

Moments later, a few of the 
Pacers were leaping at midcourt 
of Miami’s floor, something that 
Wade said was noticed afterward, 
though the Indiana side disputed 
that it was a celebration. Either 
way, the Heat has bigger issues to 
address.

“Chris was missed, no doubt 
about it,’’ Wade said. ‘’But that’s 
not the reason we lost this ball 
game.’’

The Pacers kept giving Miami 
chances. Plenty of them.

Indiana missed 24 of 29 shots in 
one stretch, on the road. The Pac-
ers wasted an 11-point, second-
half lead. They were outscored 
by Wade and James in the fourth 
quarter, 21-17.

Somehow, it worked.
“Defense and rebounding,’’ 

Indiana coach Frank Vogel said. 
“We built this team, we started 
talking about smash-mouth bas-
ketball, about winning the war 
in the trenches, and that’s with 
defense and rebounding. That’s 
what I grew up watching Eastern 
Conference basketball being like. 
We understand offense is going 
to come and go, especially like a 
great defensive team like these 
guys ... but we’re pretty good, 
too.’’

Miami shot 35 percent and 
got outrebounded 50-40, yet still 
could easily be up 2-0.

“The game is not lost or won 
with two free throws,’’ James said. 
“But I definitely want to come 
through for my teammates. So I’ll 
get an opportunity again. I know 
I’ll be at the line again in that situ-
ation. Just go up and make ‘em.’’

After Wade missed the layup 
that would have tied the game, he 
remained on the court for a few 
extra seconds, looking exhaust-

ed until James - who said Wade 
would make that shot ‘’10 out of 
10 times’’ - pulled him up.

“Welcome to the playoffs, for 
us,’’ Heat coach Erik Spoelstra 
said. ‘’That’s how we’re viewing 
it. This series has started. They 
won on our home court. Now we 
have to collect ourselves, gather 
ourselves and get ready for Game 
3. That’s all that matters right 
now.’’

The Heat were outscored 28-
14 in the third quarter, shooting 3 
for 17 in that period. They didn’t 
score in the final 2:41 of the game, 
and when Mario Chalmers missed 
a 3-pointer that would have tied it 
on the last play, Miami dropped to 
1 for 16 from 3-point range on the 
night, 1 for 22 in the series.

George Hill had 15 points, 
Granger scored 11 and Paul 
George added 10 for Indiana, 
which made only 38 percent of its 
shots. The Pacers had been 2-9 this 
season when shooting that poorly, 
yet got a split in Miami anyway.

“I feel like we should be 2-0,’’ 
George said.

James had a chance to give Mi-
ami the lead with 1:22 left, but his 
shot was blocked from behind by 
George, who was fouled two sec-
onds later. He missed both free 
throws, keeping the Indiana lead 
at 76-75. And after Wade missed 
a jumper, James was fouled by 
Granger - his sixth - battling for 
the rebound with 54.3 seconds re-
maining.

James missed both shots, and 
Indiana held on from there.

‘’Their third-leading scorer had 

five points and that’s what you 
want to do,’’ Granger said. “If 
LeBron James gets 11 assists they 
are probably going to win. They 
scored a lot, but we stopped ev-
eryone else.’’

Emotions picked up consider-
ably in the fourth.

Wade was steaming when he 
missed a shot after trying to cre-
ate contact with Indiana’s Dahn-
tay Jones with 9:53 left. As Wade 
argued, Jones went the other way 
and set Leandro Barbosa up for a 
score that put the Pacers up 63-56.

Chalmers turned the ball over 
on the next possession, and as the 
Pacers took off for what set up as 
a 2-on-none break, Wade caught 
Darren Collison from behind and 
knocked him over. A flagrant-1 
was called, Collison hit both free 
throws, the Indiana lead was nine 
and tensions were suddenly high.

It all seemed to spark Miami.
The Heat scored the next six 

points. James - who got hit in the 
head by Granger with 7:25 left, 
sparking a bit of shoving that led 

to double-technicals given to both 
players - added a putback off an 
offensive rebound and Wade did 
the same about a minute later, get-
ting Miami within 69-66 with 5:57 
left.

“Playoffs,’’ George said, “are 
about grinding it out.’’

James missed a free throw that 
would have tied it with 4:30 re-
maining, but after George got the 
rebound, James dove in to create 
a jump ball situation. The MVP 
easily won the tap, sending it to 
Wade, whose bank shot over West 
put Miami back on top 72-71.

Barbosa scored on the next Indi-
ana possession. The Pacers weren’t 
rattled, and never trailed again.

NOTES: James’ six steals were 
a Heat playoff record. ... Trying 
to exploit the size advantage with 
Bosh out, the Pacers got 7-foot-2 
C Roy Hibbert three shots in the 
first 1:11 of the game. He got three 
the rest of the game. ... Wade is 
now 39-11 in home playoff games. 
... James will play his 100th play-
off game Thursday, May 17.

Murrah Lady Mustangs repeat as track champions
Once again, the Lady Mus-

tangs of Murrah are the 6-A State 
Champions of track and field. 

Led by Ole Miss signee, Asia 
Cooper, the Lady Mustangs out-
scored second place Clinton High.

Cooper has been dealing with a 
nagging hamstring injury all sea-
son, but just like the warrior she 
is, she put it aside to help anchor 
two of the Lady Mustangs relay 
teams. Those teams finished in 
first place.

Murrah track coach Lampkin 
was very proud of his girls. “We 
were very deep this year. We had 
13 people compete in 8 events.” 
“It was definitely a team effort,” 
he added. If that wasn’t enough 
for Murrah’s competition, factor 
in the fact that they are only los-
ing four seniors from this champi-
onship team. Two ran track events 
and two did field events. Murrah’s 

lady track team 
has about 40 
members. Most 
schools might 
have 25.  

Cooper ran 
her final race as 
a Murrah Mus-
tang. She will 
be moving on to 
the University 
of Mississippi 
in the fall. She 
leaves Murrah 
as one of the best 
track runners in 
school history, 
male or female. 
Asia said, “I just 
stay humble and 
work hard. It’s 
a honor to be 
named as one of the best in school 
history.”  

The Lady Mustangs set five-
school records this season. Kyla 

Lewis broke the 400-meter record 
(58.04). Tatyana Lofton broke the 
shot put record (37 ft. 9.5 inches) 
and discus (125 ft). Arielle Wal-
lace broke the long jump record 

(18 ft, 1.5 inches). Kierra Ring-
gold, Kyla Lewis, Tamia Cavett, 
and Aisa Cooper broke the 4 x 
200 meter relay record, (1:41.76 
seconds).

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

Shanise Odems leaves Murrah as a two-time state champion

Asia Cooper is an Ole Miss signee and one of the best track runners to ever go through JPS

Wade and James

Indiana holds off Miami in Game 2, 78-75
By Tim Reynolds
Associated Press
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Saturday, May 12 • Duling Hall • Jackson, Miss. 

OCD Media & Communications Mother’s Day Brunch
A Benefit for Matt’s House

photos by Gail brown
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Obama raises record $15M 
at Clooney’s fundraiser

With the tailwinds of a fresh 
same-sex marriage endorse-
ment at his back, President 
Barack Obama flew into Los 
Angeles Thursday, May 10, to 
attend a star-studded fundrais-
er hosted by George Clooney.

Chef Wolfgang Puck fed the 
roughly 150 guests, includ-
ing Barbara Streisand and her 
husband James Brolin, Billy 
Crystal, Selma Hayak and 
Robert Downey Jr. The event, 
held under a stretched trans-
parent tent outside Clooney’s 
sprawling tudor-styled can-
yon home, raised nearly $15 
million, a record for a single 
fundraiser.

The guests paid $40,000 to 
attend, accounting for about 
$6 million of the evening’s 
financial haul for Obama’s 
campaign and the Democratic 
Party. The remainder came 
from a raffle for small dollar 
donors. Two winners - both 
women - got to take part in the 
dinner and, even though Cloo-

ney was the host, they brought 
their husbands.

According to the AP, Obama 
didn’t even need to mention 
gay marriage to get a vigorous 
applause. “Obviously,” the 
president said obliquely, “yes-
terday we made some news.”

After a round of applause, 
Obama continued: “But the 
truth is it was a logical exten-
sion of what America is sup-
posed to be. It grew directly 
out of this difference in vi-
sions.

Are we a country that in-
cludes everybody and gives 
everybody a shot and treats 
everybody fairly and is that 
going to make us stronger. Are 
we welcoming to immigrants? 
Are we welcoming to people 
who aren’t like us, does that 
make us stronger? I believe 
it does. So that’s what’s at 
stake.”

He also told the crowd 
that his iconic Hope poster 
from the 2008 campaign was 
derived from a photograph 

of him sitting next to Cloo-
ney when Obama was a U.S. 
senator. Clooney had been in 
Washington advocating on be-
half of Darfur.

“This is the first time that 
George Clooney has ever 
been photo-shopped out of a 
picture,” Obama said. “Never 
happened before, never hap-
pen again.”

In fact, the artist who creat-
ed the poster, Shepard Fairey, 
used another photograph of 
Obama but said he relied on 
the Obama-Clooney picture 
to avoid a copyright infringe-
ment case with The Associat-
ed Press. He pleaded guilty in 
February to criminal contempt 
for fabricating and destroying 
evidence.

“We raised a lot of money 
because people love George,” 
Obama said. “They like me; 
they love George.”

Then seriously, he added: 
“He seems to occupy a con-
stant state of grace, and uses 
his extraordinary talents on 

behalf of something truly im-
portant.”

Puck’s dinner menu includ-
ed an artichoke salad followed 
by roasted duckling “Peking 
style” with tiny buns, a duo 
of lamb and beef cheek with 
potatoes and brussels sprouts, 
and sweet corn tortelloni.

Also attending the dinner 
were actors Jack Black and 
Tobey Maguire, who shared a 
table with Clooney and Cloo-
ney’s girlfriend Stacey Kie-
bler.

Heading to Clooney’s house, 
along the exclusive canyon 
roads, families gathered at 
dinner time to gawk, wave 
and cheer the presidential mo-
torcade. Children manned a 
lemonade stand with a sign: 
“Presidents drink free.”

Around the corner, a boy 
held up another hand-drawn 
piece of cardboard: “Will trade 
Lakers for Bulls if you stop.”

And yet one more: “Our gay 
family said thanks Mr. Presi-
dent.”

President Barack Obama steps off Air Force One May 10 upon arrival 
at Los Angeles International Airport in Los Angeles.

eurweb.com

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS ONLINE AT:



Book Review:
“BiRthday Suit”
Byolive SenioR, 
  paintingS By eugenie FeRnandeS  
  c.2012, annick pReSS 
   $8.95 US & Canada  •  32 pageS

The swimsuit that Mama 
got you for this summer is the 
best one ever.

It’s your favorite color, first 
of all. It fits just right, not too 
tight on your tummy and not 
too saggy in the bottom. It’s 
perfect for making sandcastles 
on the beach and sprinkler 
runs in the yard. Yep, you 
have a new swimsuit and you 
love to wear it.

If you can remember back, 
though, there was one swim-
suit you were born with and it 
was great - but not everyone 
wanted to see it. In the new 
book “Birthday Suit” by Olive 
Senior, illustrations by Eug-
enie Fernandes, a little boy 
enjoys showing off his own 
tan-colored suit.

More than anything in the 
world, three-year-old Johnny 
liked to run around without 
any clothes on. He liked it be-
cause the weather was warm, 
and he liked to wake up every 
morning and run down to the 
beach to poke his toes into the 
ocean and say “Hello” to the 
sea. He’d known the ocean 
since he was a little baby. 
They were old friends, and the 
fish didn’t mind what he wore 
(or didn’t wear).

But Johnny’s mother said 
that Johnny was getting to be 
way too old to run around with 
no clothes. Being naked was 
okay for babies, but Johnny 
was a big boy. She bought him 
some fancy red swim trunks, 
and they were just right for a 
kid like him.

But the second Mama 
wasn’t watching, off came 
the fancy red swim trunks and 
Johnny was back in the ocean, 
wearing nothing but sand and 
water.

Johnny’s mother said that 
that wouldn’t do. 

She tried everything - bows 
and buttons, strips and zips 
and rrrrrrrrripping stuff, 
strings and things that tie - but 
Johnny could wiggle out of 
any kind of clothes she put on 
him. And that’s what he did, 
until Mama brought home a 
pair of overalls. They snapped 
on tight and they made Johnny 
cry. Even the fish hated those 
overalls. Even the ocean hated 
them, so Johnny figured out a 
way to escape.

But then Johnny’s dad had 
an idea. It was a big idea, a 
reaching-for-the-mangoes 
idea, a going-to-school idea 
that made overalls and red 
fancy swim trunks feel abso-
lutely perfect to a growing-up 
boy…

Got a kid who likes to get his 
undies in a bundle, as long as 
he doesn’t have to wear them? 
Then this really cute book is a 
must-have in your house.

Every toddler who’s ever 
peeled off his clothes and 
raced through the room will 
love this story because author 
Olive Senior’s mischievous 
main character also knows the 
freedom of frolicking in the 
foam without his pants. I was 
charmed by this little book 
and its gentle lesson, and I 
loved the colorful illustrations 
by artist Eugenie Fernandes, 
which help to underscore it. 

Yes, this book is tasteful, 
it’s cute, and though it’s meant 
for 3-to-5-year-old streakers, I 
think it’ll make adults smile, 
too. If you child needs to just 
hold his britches, “Birthday 
Suit” will suit him just fine.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer 
Book Reviewer
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1574 West Governement Rd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

May 16 - 22, 2012

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FRESH  ALL  NATURAL

WHOLE
FRYERS

POUND

$100

FRESH  SMALL

FRYER 
LEGS  &  THIGHS

FAMILY  PACK,  POUND

$119

SAVE  ON  SLICED

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

FAMILY  PACK,  POUND

$179
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SIRLOIN  TIP
ROAST

POUND

$329

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONLESS

SIRLOIN  TIP
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  POUND

$339

FRESH

CENTER  CUT 
PORK  CHOPS

POUND

$279

FRESH  LEAN  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST 
PORK  CHOPS

POUND

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SLICED 
BACON

12  OZ.  PKG.

$219

BRYAN  REG  OR

THICK  SLICED 
BOLOGNA

12  OZ.  PKG

$179

SAVINGS  ON

LAYS  POTATO   
CHIPS  &  DORITOS

10 - 11.5  OZ.  BAG

2/$5
PEPSI  PRODUCTS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

4/$12
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  DELUXE

MAC  &  CHEESE  &   
SHELLS  &  CHEDDAR

12 - 14  OZ.  BOX

3/$4

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  MARGARINE

SPREAD
45  OZ.  TUB ................................ 

$199

PILLSBURY  GRANDS

BISCUITS
16.3 - 17.3  OZ.  CAN ........................

$169

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  AMERICAN  CHEESE

SINGLES
12  OZ.  PKG. ................................

$179

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

SHREDDED
CHEESE
8  OZ.  PKG. .................................

$159

PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

SOUR  CREAM
16  0Z.  CUP .................................

$149

FLORIDA  GOLD

ORANGE  JUICE
64  OZ. ......................................

2/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

PANCAKES &
WAFFLES
10 - 12  CT. ..................................

$199

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

CHICKEN
NUGGETS,  BREAST  TENDERS,  
PATTIES  &  POPCORN, 25 - 29  OZ. .......  

$459

piggly wiggly
110 East Academy

CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.

CANTON, MS
STORE HOURS:

Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price 
you see is 
the price 

you pay at 
the register.

FRESH  CALIFORNIA

RED  GRAPEFRUIT
EACH

79¢

FRESH  

SWEET  
WATERMELONS

EACH

$399

SUPER  SELECT FRESH  CRISP

CUCUMBERS
EACH

2/89¢

FRESH  EXTRA  LARGE  GREEN

BELL  PEPPERS
EACH

2/89¢

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$299

CALIFORNIA  CRISP

HEAD  LETTUCE
EACH

$100

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  PREMIUM

ICE  CREAM 
48  OZ.  TUB

$299


