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Sgt. Marcus Wright speaks
Wright serving as Sgt. over
Internal Affairs with HCSD

Why The NAACP National
Board of Directors voted to
oppose codifying discrimination

By Othor Cain
Managing Editor

JPS given more time to right a wrong

District has until Nov 1 to make improvements
By Othor Cain
Managing Editor

Inside

Sargent

Gray

decided to give Mississippi’s
second largest district six more
months to fix its problems or
lose its accreditation status. If
the district doesn’t fully comply with federal special education regulations, by Nov. 1,
there won’t be another hearing;
the district’s accreditation will
be withdrawn.
Dr. Jayne Sargent, who
serves as the district’s interim
chief of schools, made a heartfelt plea before the commission. “I just don’t want you to
think that we aren’t working
towards resolving these issues,
because we are,” she said. “I’m
not here to make excuses or to

argue that we haven’t done all
of what we were suppose to do
because we haven’t but we are
making strides and our children have always been and will
always be our top priority.”
After learning that the commission had given the district
more time based on her selfimposed deadline Sargent was
elated. “We are absolutely
thrilled with the commission’s
response to our request,” she
said. “We could not be happier.
We will live up to their expectations in planning instruction

Curry on Romney

A biblical reason to vote
against Romney

State Board of
Education makes
change

Dr. Lynn House appointed as
interim State Superintendent
Page 7

maintain that I never touched
that house, I personally put my
hands on the mayor and told
him that we could not do this,”
Wright said. “The mayor said
watch me, and the raid proceeded.”
Wright acknowledged that
his statements are consistent
now to what they were then.
“I made this statement to the
federal investigators who were
handling this case, and it is also
in courts records that not only
did I advise the mayor that we
couldn’t do this, I actually tried
to stop him from doing it,”
Wright said.
Wright was sentenced in
2009 to one-year probation and
a $500 fine. He could not work
in any type of law enforcement capacity, nor could he
seek work in law enforcement
while he was on probation, but
court officials said during the
sentencing phase that he could
return to law enforcement after
then if it was his desire.
“Judge Linda Anderson advised the federal government
during the sentencing that she
was going to lift the ban and
not allow it to remain as a life
time strike against me and that I
could return to law enforcement
if I wanted to after my probation was up,” Wright said. “I
never went to jail, I did my probation period, I paid my fine,
and I operated according to the
sentence that I was given.”
After leaving JPD in 2008,
Wright began working full time
at Morgan and Morgan Law
Firm. In its Jackson branch,
Wright served as an investigator. Once his probation was

In an exclusive interview
with The Mississippi Link,
Marcus Wright confirmed that
he has been employed with the
Hinds County Sheriff’s Department since Feb. 24. Wright was
hired as an investigator in the
Internal Affairs (IA) division
and was promoted to sergeant
over IA effective May 1.
Wright has been working
in law enforcement since Jan
2001, when he began at the police academy with the Jackson
Police Department. From there
he did three years on the streets
as a rank and file officer.
In 2003, more than 40 officers applied for a spot in the
investigations unit and only six
were chosen. Wright was one of
them. “I was placed in the vice
and narcotics unit under then
the late Sgt. Gladney,” Wright
said. “I stayed there until 2005.”
In 2005, Wright was tapped
by the late Frank Melton, who
served as mayor for the city
of Jackson from 2005-2009,
to serve as one of his personal
bodyguards. It was a job that
would lead to Wright’s resignation in 2008. “When I left JPD
in 2008, which was a mandate
in my plea deal that I resign immediately, I was an acting sargent,” Wright said.
Wright’s plea deal was the
result of a 2006 warrantless
vigilante-style raid on a duplex
in Northwest Jackson. Wright
pleaded guilty in 2008 to misdemeanor conspiracy charges
in exchange for his testimony
against Melton and then former
bodyguard Michael Recio. “I

By Derrick Johnson
President, Mississippi State
Conference NAACP
The NAACP’s recent decision concerning marriage
equality is a continuation of our
mission and constitution, which
states our objective is to ensure
the “political, educational, social and economic equality” of
all people. We support marriage
equality consistent with the
equal protection clause of the
14th Amendment of the United
States Constitution.
Johnson
This support does not mean
the NAACP has adopted a posi- ily controlled enclaves. Those
tion on same-sex marriage from in power knew full well that a
a personal, moral, or religious poor white population separatperspective. We have no such ed from its poor black brethren
position on an individual’s sex- would never have the strength
ual orientation.
to challenge a system designed
We deeply respect our mem- to keep the majority impoverbers’ personal and moral be- ished and as a source of cheap
liefs and, as our
and free labor.
COMMENTARY
resolution
states,
Today, the battle
“we strongly affirm
to divide us continthe religious freedoms of all ues-only now we are capable of
people as protected by the First recognizing it.
Amendment.” The NAACP has
Segregation laws helped
always advocated strongly on maintain a rift between the
behalf of the equal protection races, weakening them. Today,
clause of the 14th Amendment, those looking to cut deeply into
and this is an extension of that the clout of a struggling middle
mission.
class now seek to emasculate
Indeed, the Mississippi State African-American
churches
Conference of the NAACP hon- and divert them from their ageors and defends religious insti- old battle for social equality
tutions from being discriminat- and reform by hammering the
ed against, just as we honor and divisive issues of morality such
defend individual rights.
as abortion and now same sex
For decades, this great nation marriage.
was divided by miscegenation
and segregation laws created
NAACP
specifically to pare us into easContinued on page 6

Monday, May 21, proved
to be a very busy day for officials within the Jackson Public
Schools District. Board members called a 9 a.m. special
meeting for the approval of the
new superintendent’s contract.
Dr. Cedrick Gray, superintendent for the Fayette County Tennessee school district,
signed a contract with JPS for
$200,000 annually with provisions that offer raises up to
$5,000 each year. Gray’s contract runs from July 1, 2012
until June 30, 2015. Gray was
chosen out of a pool of 71 applicants.
The next stop on this busy
day was a 10 a.m. hearing on
the district’s accreditation status. JPS, according to the Mississippi Department of Education, has had about 17 months
to clear up problems related to
special education that put the
district at risk of losing its accreditation.
After almost 15 hours of testimony that included only two
witnesses for JPS, the panel on
school accreditation in the end
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“

Lewis

Wright

completed, Wright took on a
second full-time job with the
Terry, Miss. police department.
“I’m amazed but not shocked
by all of this media attention.
I’ve been working back in law
enforcement for over a year
and a half and nothing has been
said until now,” Wright said.
“I won’t allow these distractions to stop me, I think that I
am uniquely qualified to do this
job and I’m thankful to Sheriff
Lewis for giving me this opportunity.”
Lewis, who at the time of this
interview had only been in office for 141 days, is proud of
his hire in Wright and proud
of the accomplishments he’s
made since taking office. “We
looked inside and outside for
the right person for this position and Marcus was the perfect
fit with his years of experience
and his qualifications,” Lewis
said. “When we inherited this
department we took on a lot of
problems and many of those
problems rested in our Internal
Affairs Division.”
Lewis maintains that his hiring of Wright wasn’t done in
a secretive nor under-handed
manner. “We are very transparent and always will be. We were
prepared for the controversy

but we stand on our record,”
Lewis said. “In that office when
we first got here, there was no
record keeping, no filing system, no tracking of complaints,
no computers…in a nutshell, it
was antiquated. We knew coming in the problems we had with
corruption.”
Lewis said his predecessor
did a 20-year reign and failed
to bring the department up to
speed to modern times. “At
some point, we have to let the
cat out of the bag and say that
we didn’t create these problems, they came along with the
job,” Lewis said. “We are working hard daily to fix so many of
them and hiring Marcus is only
one step in that direction.
Lewis isn’t the first elected
official that believes in redemption and giving people a second
chance. “I want to know why
is it wrong that I hired Marcus,
when my predecessor hired
Michael Recio?” Lewis asked.
“He and Marcus both served
their time.”
In addition to Lewis and former Sheriff McMillin, Melton
also took on the role of offering
second-chances.

Wright speaks

Continued on page 6

Donald Driver wins DWTS
Espn.com
LOS ANGELES - He already has a Super Bowl ring,
and now football star Donald
Driver can add the “Dancing
With the Stars” mirrorball
trophy to his awards collection.
The Green Bay Packers
receiver won the ABC dance
show May 22 after wowing
audiences and judges with
his kickin’ country-themed
freestyle routine. He and partner Peta Murgatroyd hoisted
the glittery prize above their
heads after being named the
new “Dancing” champs.
Streamers and confetti
rained down from the ceiling,
filling the ballroom as they
celebrated. Driver’s wife and
children joined him on the
dance floor.
The Packers and former
“Dancing With the Stars”
winner Emmitt Smith were
just two of many to congratulate Driver on Twitter, including Wisconsin Governor
Scott Walker.
“Congrats to Donald Driver
for bringing home #DWTS
Mirror Ball to Titletown!
#Packers.,” Walker wrote.

It’s almost embarrassing to
go back for more when you
haven’t spent the money you
got in the first place.

”

- U.S. Congressman Bennie Thompson
Page 3

Packers tight
end Jermichael
Finley
joined
in on the celebration, writing:
“Yesssir!
D.Driver Wins!”
With just one
point separating
the three finalists, it was up to
the viewers to
pick the winner.
He and his
fellow finalists,
Welsh
singer
Katherine Jenkins and Cuban actor William Levy, each
earned perfect
scores for their
last
performances. Jenkins
came into the final contest with
a perfect 60
points; Driver
and Levy each
had 59.
Judges’ scores Driver and Murgatroyd
combined with
viewer votes determined the
result.
Contestants
eliminated

DWTS

Continued on page 6
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Push on for saggy pants
ban in Hinds County

Hinds County Supervisor Kenneth Stokes may get his
wish after all - a ban on pants worn below the waist and
sagging to the ground.
In 2009, while a Jackson councilman, Stokes proposed
a law that would prohibit sagging pants in the state’s capital city. But the effort failed to garner much support on the
council.
Now as Hinds’ newest supervisor, Stokes said he is
looking at an ordinance that would ban the fashion statement across the county.
If approved, the ban could apply to all parts of Hinds, including the cities, said Crystal Wise Martin, attorney for the
county’s board of supervisors. “Generally, it could apply
countywide unless a municipality has a similar ordinance
already in place.”
Stokes’ proposal is still being drafted, but Martin said
there could be a community service requirement or a
nominal $10 fine.

4

Bryant signs bill that
will limit AG’s power in
dealing with lawsuits
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Compiled by Othor Cain
Managing Editor

Hattiesburg woman
arrested, charged with
husband’s murder

A University of Southern Mississippi employee is in the
custody of Forrest County authorities.
Linda Doreen Gwozdz was served with an arrest warrant in
Hattiesburg by U.S. Marshals Tuesday morning (May 22) for
the April 2007 murder of her husband Patrick Albert Duffey.
She was booked at the Forrest County Sheriff’s Department.
According to Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Lieutenant Matthew Burson, Gwozdz and her husband were living
in Los Angeles County at the time of her husband’s death.
Then, Gwozdz was known as Linda Doreen Duffey.
Burson added the investigation was ongoing until recently,
when the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department received
new information that led to Tuesday morning’s arrest.
Gwozdz has worked at USM since September of 2010. She
was the clinical secretary in the Department of Speech and
Hearing Sciences in the College of Health.

Thompson

Gwozdz

‘Will cost taxpayers millions,’ Hood says

Phil Bryant signed a law Tuesday, May 22, limiting the attorney
general’s control of the state’s legal business. The law, which takes
effect July 1, requires the attorney general to appoint outside lawyers
if he declines to represent an agency or elected official, or if there is a
“significant disagreement” with an agency head or official.
It also limits the share of a verdict going to private lawyers hired on
contingency, normally capping payments at $50 million.
House Bill 211 creates a commission of the governor, lieutenant
governor and secretary of state to referee disputes. All three of those
officials are currently Republicans, while Attorney General Jim Hood
is the lone Democrat elected statewide.
Hood said limiting the attorney general’s power is unconstitutional,
pointing in part to a decades-old court decision, and has threatened
to sue. He also said hiring outside lawyers will cost the state more
money.
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Millsaps gets $1M
endowment gift

5

Probe sought in
prison uprising
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Millsaps College has received an anonymous $1 million
endowment gift from the parents of a Class of 2012 graduate.
Dr. Robert W. Pearigen, Millsaps’ president, said the gift
was made in honor of the professors and mentors who
changed their child’s life. He said it’s also evidence that
they’re changing students’ lives each day.
The college said Tuesday that the endowment will
support its new strategic, five-year plan by providing resources for local, national and international internships for
students, funds for students to study abroad and support
for students pursuing honor projects and collaborative
research and teaching experiences with their professors.
Officials also hope it will inspire others to support initiatives associated with the new plan.

U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson is seeking a federal probe of the
Mississippi prison riot that left a guard dead and others injured.
The 2nd District congressman, the top Democrat on the House
Homeland Security Committee, said the riot at Adams County Correctional Facility is “troubling and brings into question the effectiveness of privately-owned-and-operated prison facilities.”
He has asked the FBI and Department of Homeland Security
to investigate. In a news release, Adams County Sheriff Chuck
Mayfield said the FBI began an investigation at the prison Monday,
May 21, is interviewing witnesses and gathering forensic evidence.
The FBI will decide whether the case should be handled at the
federal or state level based on the evidence collected, Mayfield
said in the news release
“We’re currently on standby,” he said. “If they need us, we will be
available.”
The federal government contracts with Nashville-based Corrections Corp. of America to run the Adams County facility, which
houses adult male illegal immigrants. Mississippi also has contracts
with private companies to operate four [other] prisons.
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Thompson speaks to nearly 100 at Chamber membership luncheon

Supports bringing back earmarks, funding an Alzheimer’s plan; opposes Miss. Voters ID
By Gail Brown
Editor

Congressman Bennie G.
Thompson (D-Miss.) was the
keynote speaker at the Greater
Jackson Chamber Partnership
(GJCP) Membership Luncheon, Monday, May 21. The
event was held at the Hilton
Jackson on County Line Road.
The luncheon is one of several held each year to keep
members informed of what
the congressional delegation is doing for the state and
metro area. “He [Congressman
Thompson] is so involved in
trying to make sure that he can
help his district,” said GJCP
President Duane O’Neill as
he introduced him. “There are
times when we disagree, but
most of the times we are in
lockstep on all the things that
are out there.” O’Neill said he
has a great deal of respect for

Thompson.
Thompson talked at length
about earmarks. Earmarks are
legislative provisions that direct how approved federal dollars are spent. Congress banned
earmarks in 2010. However,
there is some talk among commentators that they might be
“making a comeback.”
“I hope you understand the
climate now is a little different,” Thompson said. “The
new leadership in the House is
determined that earmarks are
no longer in mode. When the
number one, two, three or four
earmarks happen to be from
your state, that means you are
in serious trouble.”
Thompson stressed that he
is the only person in the House
that supports bringing earmarks back. He gave the work
being done on I-55 North leaving Jackson as an example of

an earmark.
He also said, “JacksonHinds Comprehensive Health
Center got $4 million in stimulus money. They, in turn, built
healthcare facilities in Hinds
and Copiah counties - a wonderful opportunity.”
Thompson said he is distrubed by how much federal
money Mississippi has to return it to Washington. “Mississippi has a lot of money coming into the state, but the state
has a bad habit of hoarding it
and not spending it,” he said.
“This makes my job harder,”
he continued. “It’s almost embarrassing to go back for more
when you haven’t even spent
the money you got in the first
place.”
While Thompson shared
various pieces of legislation
he has supported in Washington, he made no bones about

his opinion on the Mississippi
Voter ID legislation Gov. Phil
Bryant recently signed. “I
don’t believe in this state that
we need a Voter ID,” Thompson said. “We are trying to
play politics with some issues
that I think we should not. We
are a better country than that.”
During a question-and-answer segment, he was asked
his stance on the recently announced U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services’
Alzheimer’s Plan.
“I think it will be funded
because Alzheimer’s, as you
know, is becoming more and
more an issue all over the country,” he said. “When I grew up
as a child, there was very little
knowledge about [the] illness.
Now, I can’t imagine anybody
not being impacted by it. We
are going to have to figure out
what we can do. That plan,

hopefully, will
help us with
how we can address it. Some
people try by
caring [for the
individual] at
home;
some
people institutionalize individuals, but we
have to have a
plan. So, I support the effort to
fully fund it.”
With
more
than 40 years
of continuous
public service,
reports indicate
that Thompson
is the longestserving
Afri- Thompson
can-American
elected official in the state of
Mississippi.

(See highlights from luncheon on page 17).

Growing pains dictate a $5.1M move for Virginia College - Jackson
By Gail Brown
Editor

Virginia College in Jackson
announced Monday, May 21,
that as a result of continued
growth, the college will move
to a larger 65,000-square
foot facility, located at 5841
Ridgewood Road (formerly
the Brookshire’s Grocery
store).
The announcement was
made by Virginia College
President Milton Anderson
and Education Corporation of
America’s CEO Tom Moore
during a news conference at
the college’s current location,
4795 Interstate 55 North.
The current facility is a
50,200 square foot campus
“It’s a pleasure to announce
our new location in Jackson
today,” said Moore. The college has signed a 15-year
lease for the new facility
which Anderson said will be
first-class.
With Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr. and Hinds County
Sheriff Tyrone Lewis on
hand, Anderson and Moore
unveiled a rendering of the
new campus to the media and
the audience. “I’m excited
and I am very pleased that
they made the announcement;

Mayor well pleased with
its stay in the city
we are extremely happy that
they are here in the City of
Jackson,” said Johnson. “The
area that they are going into
[will] have great benefits: restaurants, convenience stores
and service stations. They
are training people for jobs,
and obviously, they are doing
well; they are expanding.”
Johnson said he appreciates Virginia College remaining in the city. “Too often we
hear about businesses moving
outside of the city. Your investment is good news. It will
mean more jobs for the people
of the city of Jackson.”
Virginia College in Jackson
is a private institution that
will be investing $5.1 million in construction, furniture, equipment and signage
costs. Renovations are scheduled to begin in July with the
new campus opening in April
2013. A groundbreaking ceremony is planned for later this
summer.
“The students, faculty and

staff are eager to move to our
new campus,” said Anderson.
“The transition to a larger and
better-equipped campus will
improve the programs offered
to our students and help us
better serve employers who
hire our graduates. We are
continuing our commitment
to be an outstanding corporate citizen here in the city of
Jackson.”
Like other Virginia College
campuses, the school chose to
renovate an existing building
to beautify the area and give
back to the local community.
Education Corporation of
America’s Facilities Design
team will complete the exterior and interior design of the
new campus.
Initially opened in 2000,
Virginia College in Jackson
offers programs including
administrative assistant, business administration (associate
degree), Cisco network associate, cosmetology, medical
assistant, medical billing and

Mary Church Terrell Literary Club gives 65
students a jump start on summer reading
By Gail Brown
Editor

Normally one is required to be
quiet in a library, but an exception was made for 65 students at
Pecan Park Elementary School,
Tuesday, May 22.
Sixty-five
second-graders,
who will be third-graders this
fall, uttered their thrill and excitement over receiving a free,
required summer reading book
from the Mary Church Terrell
Literary Club, Inc. of Jackson,

Miss.
The grateful students cheered
and applauded the ladies of the
club for their generosity.
The book is titled, “Sheila
Rae, The Brave” by Kevin Henkes. The book is about a brave
mouse, not afraid of anything.
She stands face to face with her
imaginary horrors.
The students were also introduced to club member Kisiah
Nolan, who served as former
principal at the school. Nolan,

a JPS School Board member, is
immediate-past president of the
board.
The students made special presentations to the ladies of the literary club to show their gratitude.
“I think it is really wonderful
that the ladies gave these books
to us,” said one budding thirdgrader.
(See highlights on page 17.
Internet surfers may view video
highlights at www.themississippilink.com)

From left, Education Corporation of America’s CEO Tom Moore, Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr., Virginia College President
Milton Anderson and Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone Lewis display rendering of the new campus. PHOTO GAIL M. BROWN

coding, medical office management, network engineering, office administration,
pharmacy technician and surgical technology.
The school also employs
a staff to manage a student-

operated salon, V’s Student
Cosmetology and Barbering
at Virginia College which is
open to the public.
For more information about
Virginia College in Jackson,
the campus or programs,

visit www.vc.edu/jackson or
contact the school directly at
(601) 977-0960. To reach Milton Anderson, please contact
Audrey Pannell at (205) 5035955 or Audrey@styleadvertising.com.
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Clarksdale teen shot in the face
while sitting on front porch
By Monica Land
Contributing Writer
CLARKSDALE - Police Chief
Greg Hoskins said they are still
looking for a suspect in the murder of an 18-year-old girl shot to
death while sitting on her front
porch last week.
Hoskins said family members
found Debra “Toodie” Pickens
still sitting in her chair on the
front porch of her residence in the
300 block of Florida Street shortly after 10 p.m. May 15.
She had been shot in the face.
“We don’t know,” Hoskins said.
“Her family don’t know anything.
All we have is that [Debra] had
talked to a friend earlier and the
friend said Pickens was upset because someone had been harassing
her but she never said who it was.”
Hoskins said Pickens was alone
on the porch around 10:12 p.m.,
when someone either drove up
or walked up and shot her in the

face.
“She was alone,“ Hoskins said,
“but somebody had to be out there
for her to get shot. But about an
hour and a half earlier, she was
out there with her younger sister
and some other folks, and they
were all getting along fine. The
younger sister said she knew the
people.”
Hoskins said those same people were questioned during the
investigation, but cleared of any
involvement in the shooting.
Pickens was still outside when
Hoskins said the sound of a gunshot and a truck alarm caused her
family to rush outside.
“They heard the noise,” he
said. “And the alarm on the truck
was so sensitive that when the
shot was fired, it caused the truck
alarm to go off. One of the younger sisters found [Debra] in the
chair and then the mother came
out and there was blood all over

Pickens
the porch. And by the time we arrived on the scene, she was taking
her last breath.”
Hoskins said a person was seen
running away from the area, but
police have yet to identify that individual.
Anyone with information
about this crime, may contact the
Clarksdale Police Department at
(662) 621-8156.

Youth minister arrested for
filming woman in dressing room
By Monica Land
Contributing Writer
COLUMBUS
Police
Chief Selvain McQueen said
a 35-year-old youth minister
was arrested Thursday, May
17, for allegedly using his cell
phone to film a woman changing clothes in a dressing room.
Jeremy Van Hester, 35, of
the 4000 block of Seely Road
in Hamilton, was arrested and
charged with photographing or
filming another person without
permission.
He was released on a $2,500
bond the same day.

McQueen said the incident
allegedly took place at the Old
Navy on Highway 45 in Columbus. The woman told police Hester had twice placed his
phone over the stall of a dressing room and was attempting
to film her as she undressed.
The woman, who was not
identified, attempted to get
Hester’s license plate number
as he fled the parking lot.
Hester later turned himself
in and was placed in a lineup
where he was positively identified.
Hester is the youth minister
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Same-Sex Marriage
Continued from page 7

This is a perfect example of religion vs. politics and why Thomas
Jefferson clearly understood the
need for distance in the relationship between organized religion
and the nation state. He believed
that religion was a very personal
matter, one which the government
had no business getting involved in
and called for a “wall of separation
between church and state”.
To those who want to equate
gay marriage with the prohibition
against interracial marriage, be
careful. Anti-miscegenation laws,
laws that enforced racial segregation at the level of marriage were
designed to maintain an intentionally oppressive social order based
upon artificial racial constructs in
order to maintain a social and economic benefit for whites in America. Opposition to gay marriage

is primarily based in the religious
context. It is also difficult to discuss
gay marriage in the civil rights context when many in the gay and lesbian community face racism from
within the community itself.
To those knee-jerk, reactionary
and intolerant so-called social conservatives and evangelical Christians, it’s important to remember
that to be a Christian is to be Christlike. Last I checked, the Christ of
faith was forgiving, understanding,
and tolerant of others. He spoke
of doing unto others as you would
have them do unto you. He took
in a prostitute and lashed out at
religious hypocrites....The Christ
of history was a true revolutionary
who challenged the status quo in
support of the oppressed and downtrodden.
In this current economic de-

pression, we should focus on
sustainable gainful employment,
affordable health care for every
American, eliminating poverty, and
providing quality education, not
divisive wedge issues and distractions. These are the issues that the
Christ of history championed in his
day. What are you focused on in
yours? Gay marriage? It’s a big issue with little relevance.
Wilmer Leon is the producer/
host of the nationally broadcast
call-in talk radio program “Inside
the Issues with Wilmer Leon,” and
a teaching associate in the Department of Political Science at Howard University. Go to his Prescription @ Face Book.com He can be
reached at www.wilmerleon.com
or by email: wjl3us@yahoo.com.
www.twitter.com/drwleon

Peoples Funeral Home

Just an honest, quality and affordable service.
In recognition of 86 years of service,
we are offering an affordable
complete funeral service for
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with
cemetery space and grave line.
Earl S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President
Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

You have our promise and
we ask for your trust.
Hester
at Center Hill Baptist Church
in Hamilton and a boy’s baseball coach.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202
601-969-3040

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.
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NAACP

Wright speaks

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

It is no coincidence that
we are seeing multiple states
dredge up marriage purity laws
at a time when the middle class
is becoming aware of growing
economic inequities between
the richest Americans and the
rest of the nation. Likewise, it
is no accident that the issue of
same-sex marriage arises at a
time when a host of southern
states seek to create laws restricting voting.
Many of the same people
who seek to remove citizens
from voter rolls or impose strict
new voting requirements also
demand we ban the rights and
privileges for Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT)
citizens. Simply put: those who
seek to confine our rights would
first divide our voice.
The black church is a force
of strength and organization in
our community, and we support
the belief that the church must
continue to take positions based
on issues of faith. However, issues of faith are not the domain
in which the NAACP operates.
The NAACP serves to protect
individuals and religions in the
realm of government treatment
under the United States Constitution.
For the NAACP, marriage
equality is not a question of
what is morally right, or allowed by religion. It is a question of whether individuals are
provided equal protection under the law.
While marriage is a religious
practice, it is also a phenom-

enon instituted by the government, which allots governmental rights and privileges, such
as Medicare, Social Security,
disability and veteran’s benefits
for a spouse.
The NAACP has always
fought for a government that
treats its citizens equally. If we
are to remain true to our objective of equal protection for all,
then we must come to terms
with marriage equality as a
right for every person. In short,
one can be religiously and culturally hetero-centric without
being legally and constitutionally homophobic.
The NAACP board has heard
the argument that marriage
equality undermines the institution of marriage, but we also
recognize that the highest rate
for domestic violence, unwed
parenthood and divorce sits
well within the nation’s Bible
belt, where there is greatest resistance to marriage equality.
Logic suggests that any genuine
effort to defend marriage on a
legal level must begin with an
attack upon the high divorce
rate, the scourge of domestic violence, and the crippling
impact of unwed parenthood.
However, we are not faced today with a flurry of laws seeking to restrict these events. The
question is why not?
We must conclude that the
LGBT community is instead
just one more social class targeted with discrimination. The
recent call for war against marriage equality amounts to a war

on yet another minority. It is a
war that seeks to isolate us from
one another, as it has attempted
to isolate us from our Latino
brethren, and from economically underprivileged Caucasians.
We have seen this tactic in the
past, and we must not again
fall victim to it. LGBT persons
are our sons, our daughters,
our family members, our coworkers and our fellow church
members.
The NAACP has and must
always speak out against attempts by the government to
codify discrimination against
any group, including efforts to
restrict marriage equality at the
state and federal level.
We followed strong NAACP
principles in our fight against
laws restricting inter-racial
marriage and other Jim Crow
laws, and NAACP principles
have proven sturdier than the
notions of the vocally intolerant, leading the way to a new,
more tolerant society.
Our mothers and fathers can
remember when it was considered culturally abhorrent for
blacks and whites to marry;
when such intermingling was
considered atrocious and harmful to the whole of society in the
eyes of the law. The NAACP
and its members were among
the few who heralded this social evolution.
Then and now, we must not
align ourselves with any effort
to codify discrimination but instead to speak out on advancing
equal treatment under the law.

der its new administration. “The
idea was to allow the district’s
new administration time to get
acclimated with the district and
to correct those problems,” said
commission member Susan
Burchfield.
With almost 30,000 students,
JPS is the second largest district
in the state, its problems of accreditation dates back to 2010

because of its special education
department.

JPS
Continued from page 1

for children, involving parents
in their children’s education
and in providing monthly reports to the commission and
any other documents that they
request. We thank the commission members individually and
collectively.”
The board of commissioners
wanted to allow time for the district to correct its problems un-

Editor’s note: Next week The
Mississippi Link will give an
depth report on the rezoning taking place within JPS. We have a
one-on-one with Eric Stringfellow, who was hired to serve as
the district’s spokesperson for
rezoning.

Melton hired former city
councilman Robert Williams in
2005. Williams, 35 at the time,
was indicted in 1999 after an
FBI shakedown of the city council on an allegations of extortion
and bribery in two separate cases, one involving a council vote
on then a Time Warner Cable
franchise, the other on a zoning
issue for a strip club. He was
convicted in November 1999 of
attempting to extort $150,000
from the cable company but
acquitted of charges in the strip
club issue. He resigned his council position and was sentenced
to 30 months in prison and fined

$2,000.
Melton also hired former city
councilman Louis Armstrong
who remains on the city’s payroll today under Mayor Harvey
Johnson Jr.
Armstrong served over a year
in federal prison, pleading guilty
to accepting part of a $25,000
bribe to influence a council vote,
on rezoning a strip club in 1999.
He was hired back with the city
in 2007 to work with a program
to end homelessness. Today, he
serves in the capacity of helping
ex-offenders reenter the work
force.
Former city councilman Ken-

neth Stokes said in 2005 that he
too believed in second chances.
He told media outlets then,
“I’ve always believed in second
chances. If you’ve paid your
debt to society, then the slate
should be wiped clean.”
That slate for Wright, like
so many others, is giving them
a new lease on life. “Why
shouldn’t we do this, why
wouldn’t we allow this to happen, why wouldn’t we give them
an opportunity to start over?”
Lewis asked. “I’ve been given
so many opportunities in my
life, it would be hypocritical of
me if I didn’t do the same.”

Menounos and Gladys Knight
all donned costumes Tuesday
for one last dance.
Knight did double performance duty, also singing
“The Way We Were.” Kelly
Clarkson also performed on

the show.
The next round of “Dancing
With the Stars” will feature
contestants from past seasons.
Information from The Associated Press contributed to
this report.

DWTS
Continued from page 1

throughout the show’s 10week season reunited for
the two-hour finale. Martina
Navratilova, Gavin DeGraw,
Jack Wagner, Jaleel White,
Sherri Shepherd, Melissa Gilbert, Roshon Fegan, Maria
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Same-sex marriage is a big A Biblical reason to vote against Mitt Romney
issue with little relevance
By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

By Wilmer J. Leon III
NNPA Columnist
According to President Obama,
Vice President Joe Biden got “a
little bit over his skis” when Biden
said he is “absolutely comfortable’
with gay marriage. That’s fine.
Biden is one of the few remaining politicians in this age of political correctness who says what he
means and usually means what he
says.
The day after Biden made his
statement, Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan said that he believes
that same-sex marriage should be
legal. As a result, President Obama
accelerated his decision and became the first American president
to support same-sex marriage by
stating, “I think same-sex couples
should be able to get married.”
After all of the dust settles,
most people should see that in
the broader context of national
priorities, same-sex marriage is a
big issue with little relevance. It’s
a wedge issue, a distraction. President Obama’s support will prove
to be more symbolic than substantive.
Too many people have blurred
the lines between civil issues and
religion. Rev. David Pinckney,
pastor of the evangelical River of
Grace Church in Concord, N.H.,
is only half correct in stating, “It’s
not a civil rights issue; it’s a religious issue…” It’s both. Each state
sets the requirements for marriage and issues licenses to those
residents who meet the criteria. If
a couple then wants to have their
union sanctioned by their respective religious institution and they

meet its requirements, they can be
married in that particular place of
worship.
As the president of a constitutional democracy that does not define marriage as a union between a
male and female, President Obama
is correct in stating, “I think samesex couples should be able to get
married.” The 14th Amendment to
the Constitution requires each state
to provide equal protection under
the law to all people within its
jurisdiction and to ensure that the
citizens of each state are entitled
to all privileges and immunities of
citizens in the several states. This
is a simple matter of civil law and
civil rights.
President Obama’s support of
gay marriage is more symbolic
than substantive, because the federal government does not issue
marriage licenses and does not set
the standards by which couples are
wed. If this issue reaches the Supreme Court, the Obama administration could be asked to weigh in
and would make a decision at that
time.
If a particular religious body
finds gay marriage to be in conflict
with its teachings, it should not
be compelled to sanction such a
union, and the law up to this point
is clear on this issue. In the larger
context of the national political
landscape, gay marriage is being
used as a wedge issue to distract
public attention away from the
issues that can be resolved at the
national level.

Same-Sex Marriage
Continued on page 4

After
President
Obama
expressed
his
personal support
for
same-sex
marriage, there
has been a robust discussion among AfricanAmericans about whether his
stance will make black voters
less likely to support him in November.
A poll conducted by The Pew
Research Center For the People
& The Press found that 68 percent of African-Americans said
Obama’s announcement did not
change their view of him. Of
those who did alter their perception of the president, 16 percent
said his decision caused them to
view him more favorably and 13
percent less favorably.
As the debate over gay marriage seemed to be receding from
the public stage, the NAACP
gave the issue new life Saturday,
May 19, when its board passed
a resolution in support of what
it artfully calls marriage equality. After adopting the resolution
over the weekend, Board Chair
Roslyn M. Brock, President
and CEO Benjamin Todd Jealous, and board member Donald
L. Cash held a press conference
Monday in Baltimore to announce what they had already
announced.
Even some supporters of
same-sex marriage question why
the NAACP is spending so much
capital on this issue, considering all of the problems plaguing the black community. The

NAACP’s latest announcement
comes less than two weeks after
the organization announced that
it has initiated a national voter
registration drive to help overcome recently-erected barriers
designed to dilute the black vote.
Of course, that’s not the only
problem facing African-Americans.
As the National Urban League
observed in its 2012 State of
Black America report: “Our
analysis of data from the U.S.
Census Bureau and the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics will
clearly establish that whether
one looks at education, income
or any other meaningful measure, almost all the economic
gains that blacks have made
in the last 30 years have been
lost in the Great Recession that
started in December 2007 and in
the anemic recovery that has followed since June, 2009.”
And there is also the issue of
HIV/AIDS. According to Centers for Disease Control data
analyzed by the Kaiser Family
Foundation, African-American
women accounted for 64 percent of all new AIDS diagnoses
among women in 2010 and 85
percent of the black women were
infected through heterosexual
activity.
There is a similar disparity among teens. Although black
teens represent only 17 percent
of those aged 13-19 in the United States, they accounted for 70
percent of new AIDS diagnoses
among teens in 2012.
Undoubtedly, the debate will
continue over how the NAACP
should spend its limited resourc-

es and whether President Obama
should have weighed in on what
is essentially a state matter.
However, some supporters of
same-sex marriage are making
the mistake of minimizing the
views of many who believe that
a marriage should be a union between a man and a woman.
This may be more of a religious issue than a racial one.
A poll conducted by the Pew
Forum on Religion & Public
Life found: “More than half of
African Americans (53 percent)
report attending religious services at least once a week, more
than three-in-four (76 percent)
say they pray on at least a daily
basis and nearly nine-in-10 (88
percent) indicate they are absolutely certain that God exists. On
each of these measures, AfricanAmericans stand out as the most
religiously committed racial or
ethnic group in the nation.”
Regardless of where one
comes down on the issue, it is
the height of political naiveté
to expect that we will ever find
any politician with whom we can
agree on every issue. And the nation’s first black president is no
exception.
Opponents of same-sex marriage are quick to quote Leviticus 18:22, which states: “Thou
shalt not lie with mankind, as
with womankind: it is an abomination (KJV).”
If we are going to apply a
single-issue test to President
Obama, Mitt Romney should not
be given a pass.
The Bible also teaches in
Deuteronomy 15:7, “If there be
among you a poor man of one

of thy bretheren within any of
thy gates in thy land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee, thou
shall not harden thine heart, nor
shut thine hand from thy poor
brother (KJV).”
And what does Romney say
about the poor?
“I’m in this race because I
care about Americans. I’m not
concerned about the very poor.
We have a safety net there. If it
needs repair, I’ll fix it,” he said
in an interview with CNN. “I’m
not concerned about the very
rich; they’re doing just fine. I’m
concerned about the very heart
of America, the 90 percent, 95
percent of Americans who right
now are struggling.”
Romney’s support of Republican proposals in Congress designed to gut the safety net is
further proof that he is not concerned about the very poor.
If some African-Americans,
albeit a small number, are seriously considering voting against
President Obama solely because
they do not agree with his views
on same-sex marriage, they
should apply a litmus test to
Mitt Romney and vote against
him because he’s not concerned
about the very poor.
George E. Curry, former editor-in-chief of Emerge magazine,
is editor-in-chief of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association News Service and editorial
director of Heart & Soul magazine. He is a keynote speaker,
moderator, and media coach.
Curry can be reached through
his Web site, www.georgecurry.
com You can also follow him at
www.twitter.com/currygeorge

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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2012 Mississippi PTA Awards JPS Summer Feeding Program 2012
The Parent Teacher Associations of 20 JPS schools were
recognized during the state PTA conference held last
month in Natchez, Miss. 2012 marked the 93rd year of the
awards banquet which honors the work of PTAs across
the state. Students participated in the association’s Reflections program which honors them for their talent in
the arts. The competiton’s categories included literature,
music, photography, visual arts and dance/choreography. Destiny Hughes, a 10th-grader at Murrah High and
a dance emphasis student at Power APAC, not only won
first place in dance at the state competition, but was also
a Merit winner at the national level.

• Lester Elementary PTA (15 members added)

2012 STATE PTA AWARDS

Senior Division:

Largest Units

• 1st Place - Keondra Ford, Callaway High

• Siwell Middle PTSA, Largest PTSA and Largest Middle
School PTSA (622 members)

• 2nd Place - Emily Gill, Power APAC

• Murrah High PTSA, Largest High School PTSA (509
members)

• Honorable Mention - Destiny Hughes, Murrah High

President Award - Silver Level
• Watkins Elementary PTA (159 members added)
• Boyd Elementary PTA (139 members added)
• Peeples Middle PTSA (130 members added)
President Award - Bronze Level
• Poindexter Elementary PTA (83 members added)
• Wilkins Elementary PTA (81 members added)
• Marshall Elementary PTA (73 members added)
• Siwell Middle PTA (54 members added)

• North Jackson Elementary PTA (9 members added)
• Forest Hill High PTSA (2 members added)
• Pecan Park Elementary PTA (1 member added)
• 2012 PTA REFLECTIONS AWARDS
Dance/Choreography
Senior Division:
• 1st Place - Destiny Hughes, Murrah High
Literature

• Johnson Elementary PTA (40 members added)
• Chastain Middle PTSA (37 members added)

• 1st Place - Charles Deaton, Power APAC
• 2nd Place - Maisic Brown, Power APAC
• 3rd Place - Shaddie Lee, Power APAC
Middle Division:
• 3rd Place - Tyler Merritt, Power APAC
Senior Division:
• 1st Place - Kenneth Paige, Power APAC

• Honorable Mention - Desmond Young, Power APAC
Middle Division:
• 1st Place - Nytaya Babbitt, Power APAC

• Kirksey Middle PTSA (34 members added)
• Van Winkle Elementary PTA (29 members added)
• Green Elementary PTA (18 members added)

• 2nd Place - Madison Gray, Power APAC
Senior Division:
• 3rd Place - Earnestine Kirkwood, Power APAC

Murrah High School, Largest High School PTA - (From left) Deloris Irving, Morris Armstrong and Phyllis
Parker of Jackson Council PTA accepting on behalf of Murrah, and Otha Thornton

Siwell Middle School, Largest PTA overall and Largest Middle School PTA - Deloris Irving, MS PTA president;
Charlotte Washington, Siwell PTSA board member; and Otha Thornton, National PTA president-elect

SCHOOLS GRADUATION TIMES
MAY 29, 2012 - MS COLISEUM
Bailey Magnet 2:00 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Wingfield High 3:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Callaway High 4:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.
Jim Hill High 6:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.

May 30, 2012 - MS COLISEUM

Forest Hill High 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Provine High 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Lanier High 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Murrah High 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

The dates for the program are June 4 – July 13, 2012, with the program closed on July 4. Serving time will be 11:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Participants must be 18 years old or younger.

Intermediate Division:

Intermediate Division:

• Powell Middle PTSA (46 members added)

Lake Elementary School
North Jackson Elementary School
Pecan Park Elementary School
Powell Middle School
Wilkins Elementary School
Woodville Heights Elementary School

Musical Composition

Visual Arts

• Wingfield High PTSA (doubled membership)

Blackburn Middle School
Boyd Elementary School
Brown Elementary School
Chastain Middle School
Clausell Elementary School
Johnson Elementary School
Key Elementary School

• 3rd Place - Dylan Pilskin, Power APAC

• 2nd Place - Angela Powell, Power APAC

Continuity Award

The Food Service Department of the Jackson Public School District will be offering its summer food service program for
the 21st consecutive year during summer 2012. The Food Service Program will be offered at the following school sites:

In addition to these listings, the JPS
Adult Education Department GED Graduation is scheduled
for 7 p.m., May 31, at Murrah High.

Crushed
Concrete
For Sale

MDOT Approved #6-10 Crushed Concrete Driveway Material
Pick Up Price Our Yard $ 20.00/ SQ.YD.
Delivered Price 20 Mile Radius $ 27.00/
SQ.YD. (12 YARD MIN.)
Material Delivered & Installed $ 31.50/
SQ.YD. (12 YARD MIN.)

Contact: Dennis McKinley @ 601.850.6519
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Dixon graduates from
State Board of Education selects Dr. Lynn House
basic supervisory course as interim state superintendent of education
The Mississippi Link Newswire
WHITFIELD - Mississippi
State Hospital recently recognized Sophia Dixon of Jackson
for completing the Mississippi
State Personnel Board’s Basic
Supervisory Course.
A native of Jackson, Dixon
is an administrative assistant in
the Fiscal Services Division of
Mississippi State Hospital. She
has been employed there for 16
years.
The
Basic
Supervisory
Course consists of training designed to provide information
and skill development to supervisors on the fundamentals of supervising people and programs in
government. It provides an orientation to managing in government
through a broad array of lecture,
group activities, and individual
and small-group interactions.
MSH, a facility of the Mississippi Department of Mental
Health, was founded in 1855 and
facilitates improvement in the

Dixon
quality of life for Mississippians
who are in need of mental health,
chemical dependency or nursing
home services, by rehabilitating
to the least restrictive environment, utilizing a range of psychiatric and medical services, which
reflect the accepted standard of
care and are in compliance with
statutory and regulatory guidelines. Mississippi State Hospital
is accredited by the Joint Commission.

SECNAV recognizes
Miss., Marine enlistees

Raymond High School’s Assistant Principal Walt Drane, accepts the
“Freedom Award,” given by Our Community Salutes, a nation-wide nonprofit organization of volunteers, during a ceremony held May 12, in Jackson. The “Freedom Award,” is the highest honored given by Our Community Salutes.
By Sgt. Ryan Turnage
6th Marine Corps District

Nathanial Daniels, and Andrew
Walker from Madison, Dangelo
Young people in high school to- Davis from Brandon, to include
day have a difficult time deciding Stephen Bruckner, Jared Demerwhat they want to do for the rest of itte, Willie Howard, Christian
their lives, following graduation.
Johnson, and Charnile Tatum from
Some continue on to college in Jackson, were all acknowledged
hopes to find their calling, some for their enlistments into the Mago straight into the workforce and rine Corps.
attempt to make their way to the
These enlistees, along with
top. There are, however, the few the enlistees from the Air Force,
that decide to dedicate their lives Navy, Army and National Guard,
to serving their country.  
all stood and took the “Oath of EnHigh school enlistees from all listment,” given by the honorable
branches of the Armed Services Ray Mabus.   
gathered with their families Sat“I loved it. I think this event
urday, May 12, at Jackson State was very thoughtful to recognize
University, to be recognized by the the enlistees and their families for
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, the commitment they have made
former governor of Mississippi.
at such a young age,” said Anita
The event was organized and Young, 40, of Jackson. “I’m very
hosted by Our Community Sa- proud of my daughter [Charnile
lutes, a nation-wide non-profit Tatum].”   
organization of volunteers whose
At the conclusion of the event,
main goal is to provide these high Our Community Salutes awarded
school seniors with the recognition the “Freedom Award,” the highest
they deserve for making the self- recognized award by the organizaless decision to serve their country.   tion, to Walt Drane, assistant prin“I get to do a lot of interest- cipal of Raymond High School.
ing things as the Secretary of the Drane showed tremendous supNavy, like name [US Naval] ships, port and dedication to understandbut the most fulfilling privilege I ing and educating himself on the
have is honoring and congratulat- benefits the military has to offer
ing young men and women like our youth.
yourselves,” said Mabus to the
In November 2011, Drane atpacked banquet room of enlistees. tended the United States Ma  Among those enlistees rec- rine Corps Educator’s Workshop
ognized were 17 Marine Corps aboard Marine Corps Recruit Depoolees from surrounding areas pot Parris Island, S.C. During this
of Jackson. From Terry, poolees workshop, Drane and his fellow
Jazous Anderson and Brian Davis educators, learned how the Marine
were recognized. Bradley Bai- Corps trains and educates their
ley and Daruus Thompson from service members to become better
Clinton, Michael Bochicchio from quality citizens, as well as set them
Ridgeland, Preston Crodwell, up for success in the future.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The State Board of Education announced recently its
Dr. Lynn House as interim
state superintendent of education. State Superintendent of
Education Dr. Tom Burnham
will retire June 30.
Currently, Dr. House serves
as deputy state superintendent in charge of Instructional
Enhancement and Internal
Operations at the Mississippi
Department of Education.
“It is very important to the
State Board that we continue
the progress that has been
made under Dr. Burnham’s
leadership. The best choice
for our public school students
is someone with a lifetime of
service to public education.
Dr. House will keep us moving forward,” said Charles
McClelland, chairman, Mississippi Board of Education.
House’s career began as a
classroom teacher; she served

as a school principal and as
Dean of the College of Education at Delta State University
before coming to work at the
Mississippi Department of
Education. She has earned a
Ph.D. degree from University
of Mississippi in administration and supervision, 1993;
M.A.E. - Furman University
in reading education, 1976;
and a B.A. degree - University of New Orleans, English
Education, 1974.
Her responsibilities as deputy state superintendent included:
Direct supervision of seven
offices within the Mississippi
Department of Education,
including curriculum and instruction, student assessment,
business services, career and
technical education, special
education, federal programs,
and healthy schools/child nutrition. She assisted the state
superintendent with national,

regional and state
collaborative
efforts across the P-20
landscape, as well
as with business and
community entities.
She managed budgets, personnel, and
numerous major initiatives within the
department including implementation
of Common Core
State Standards and
Assessments, leadership preparation redesign, high school
innovations, and the House
state-wide principal
evaluation process.
She also represented the
state superintendent in his absence and served as his liaison
with various constituencies
including the governing board
of the Partnership for Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) and CCSSO. House

lead policy development
across areas of responsibility
under the direction of the state
superintendent and the State
Board of Education.
House’s selection as interim state superintendent was
made official Friday, May
18..
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Alzheimer’s Association applauds the creation
of the first-ever National Alzheimer’s Plan
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Alzheimer’s Association commends the Obama
administration for developing
the country’s first-ever National Alzheimer’s Plan released
last week. The development of
the plan is a result of a mandate within the National Alzheimer’s Project Act that was
passed unanimously through
bipartisan congressional support and signed into law by the
president last year.

“This is a strong plan that
promises important progress
when implemented,” said Harry Johns, president and CEO
of the Alzheimer’s Association. “For all Americans - not
just the more than 5 million
living with Alzheimer’s and
their 15 million caregivers today - this plan is an historic
achievement.”
After the passage and enactment of the National Alzheimer’s Project Act, the Al-

zheimer’s Association and its
more than 460,000 advocates
have made impassioned demands for swift action on Alzheimer’s in Washington and
in communities nationwide.
The Alzheimer’s Association’s public input campaign
included more than 130 input
sessions in communities nationwide. Insights gathered
from these sessions informed
the creation of this plan.
More recently, nearly a quar-

ter million Americans signed
an Alzheimer’s Association
petition urging the development of a strong National Alzheimer’s Plan to change the
trajectory of this devastating
disease.
The Association will continue to support the implementation process and looks forward
to continued work with the
Department of Health and Human Services to meet the Administration’s important goal

to prevent and effectively treat
Alzheimer’s disease by 2025.
“The Association thanks our
tireless advocates, the administration and Congress and for
making today possible. We
look forward to building on
the momentum created by the
National Alzheimer’s Plan and
working without pause to ensure it is implemented effectively,” said Johns.
The Alzheimer’s Association
is the world’s leading volun-

tary health organization in
Alzheimer care, support and
research. Our mission is to
eliminate Alzheimer’s disease
through the advancement of
research; to provide and enhance care and support for all
affected; and to reduce the risk
of dementia through the promotion of brain health. Our
vision is a world without Alzheimer’s.
For more information, visit
www.alz.org.

New research tower to boost biomedical study at UMMC, private startups
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Construction of a new research
building, which will include space
for start-up biotechnology companies, could start in January 2013.
University of Mississippi Medical Center leaders plan to spend
$35 million initially on the eightstory shell of the Cancer and Biomedical Science Research Center
and plan to finish the ground-,
first- and second-floor interiors of
the 220,000-square-foot building.
That work should take about 18
months. Contractors would complete additional floors as funds become available.
“We have very limited amounts
of research space right now,” said
Dr. John Hall, UMMC associate
vice chancellor for research. “This
building will give us space to implement at least part of our strategic plans for research growth.
“It will help us recruit scientists, expand our research centers
and institutes, and develop the
Biotechnology Research Park at
UMMC.”

The new facility will sit just
northwest of the Arthur C. Guyton
Research Center, across University Drive and in the current Parking
Lot 3A.
While it’s too early to know the
new building’s design and layout,
several tenants already are set.
Biotech company incubator space
will occupy about 25,000 square
feet on one floor. That will mark
the first phase of a long-term plan
to construct the Mississippi Biotechnology Research Park. The
building will also house laboratory
animal facilities and UMMC Cancer Institute labs.
Hall said administrators will
survey space needs of departments
and research centers. “Some faculty members are in 1950s space,
original buildings that have had no
renovations. These facilities aren’t
adequate for modern research,” he
said, referring to the North Wing
of the original Medical Center
building that opened in 1955.
UMMC income for sponsored
projects - a majority of which were

federal research grants - more than
doubled in the past four years,
jumping from $35.7 million in FY
2008 to $85 million in FY 2011.
Faculty members who received
new grant awards, new hires
who transferred their projects to
UMMC and federal earmarks account for much of the increase.
While the number of researchers and projects ballooned, key
operations that support researchers and their departments received
no additional space. For example,
Laboratory Animal Facilities,
which cares for mainly mice and
rats that some researchers require,
needs more room.
The UMMC Cancer Institute
needs more labs, faculty and research grants to receive designation from the National Cancer Institute, a main goal set out by its
director, Dr. Lucio Miele.
Additionally, the Women’s
Health Research Center needs
more space, and the MIND Center,
which studies neurocognitive diseases including Alzheimer’s, has

no laboratory research space of its
own, Hall said.
The Arthur C. Guyton Research
Building - known as Guyton One
- opened in 1993, and represented
the Medical Center’s first modern
facility dedicated solely to research space. The seven-story Arthur C. Guyton Research Center
opened in 2008.
UMMC leaders recently selected Jackson-based Foil Wyatt Architects & Planners to design the
new building. The firm designed
the Norman C. Nelson Student
Union and the School of Health
Related Professions building. Flad
Architects, a national firm specializing in health care, higher education, science and technology facilities, will advise on the project.
The federally funded business
incubator space will allow private start-ups to lease laboratories
practically next door to resources
they’ll need. Enticements include
specialty services - like imaging,
surgical and biostatistics expertise
- sophisticated lab machinery and

a wealth of biomedical research
knowledge.
UMMC leaders put plans on
hold last year for a Mississippi
Biotechnology Research Park
project at the old farmers market
when Congress swore off federally
targeted funds, known as earmarks.
The project already had received
nearly $20 million in federal earmarks, and UMMC had taken
ownership of the farmer’s market
property, located at West Street and
Woodrow Wilson Avenue.
With little likelihood of further
federal support, administrators
opted to include biotech incubator space in the Cancer and Biomedical Science Research Center,
which allowed use of the $20 million for the on-campus building.
Target clients include healthcare based research companies
such as biotechnology, drug developers and medical-device makers.
They may be start-ups, new divisions of existing companies or spinoff businesses by faculty.
The $20 million earmarked

funding comes through the National Institute of Standards and
Technology. UMMC also will use
$7 million in bond-issued funds
and $8 million of its revenue for
the project’s initial $35 million.
The building will help attract
new researchers and grants as well
as grow new biotech businesses,
all of which could have hundreds
of millions of dollars in long-term
economic impact. Immediately,
however, the construction itself
will make a local impact.
Dr. David Powe, UMMC chief
administrative officer, said each
$1 million creates an average of
14 temporary construction jobs.
That means nearly 500 jobs for the
initial $35 million.
The Cancer and Biomedical
Science Research Center represents just one part of the Medical
Center’s long-term plan.
Utility work already under way,
a new entrance to campus on Lakeland Drive and a parking deck will
pave the way for new buildings in
the long-term plan.

New van expands services of Driving Rehabilitation
Program at Methodist Outpatient Rehabilitation
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The unassuming silver van
parked outside Methodist Outpatient Rehabilitation in Flowood could be mistaken for any
average soccer mom’s grocery
getter.
But make no mistake, it is in
fact packed with the latest advancements in assistive technology that allow disabled persons
to regain their independence.
The van is utilized by the
center’s Driving Rehabilitation
Program, which provides driving evaluations and training for
people with disabling conditions
such as brain injury, stroke, quadriplegia, paraplegia, spina bifada
and brain tumors. The program
also serves those with amputations and conditions related to
aging.
“Driving is one of the highest
level functions of daily living there’s a lot of physical and cognitive components to driving,”
said Ashlee Ricotta, an occupational therapist at Methodist Outpatient Rehab who administers
evaluations for the program.
The van has replaced the car
previously used for the program,
and it is a significant addition because its features now allow patients to drive from their wheelchairs.
“That was something we were
not able to do with just a car,”
Ricotta said. “Now we can evaluate people from their chairs, and
it allows us to serve a population
that we could not before, mainly
spinal cord injury patients.”
The van is a 2011 Toyota Sienna Rampvan XT by Braun
Ability, which includes a number of standard features to assist
disabled drivers and passengers.
It has a keychain remote control
that also operates the automatic

Ashlee Ricotta of Methodist Outpatient Rehabilitation in Flowood goes over the features of the
new Driving Rehabilitation Program van with Charles Tennyson of Raymond.
passenger sliding door and automatic foldout ramp. At the touch
of a button, the rear suspension
can be lowered to reduce ramp
angle and make it easier to enter
and exit the van. It also comes
with removable passenger and
driver’s seats, so that wheelchair
users can drive or ride without
exiting their wheelchairs.
Handicapable Vans of Jackson
further customized the vehicle by
installing hand control systems
for braking and acceleration, and
equipping the vehicle with various assistive steering devices that
are matched to each individual
driver’s needs. They also added a
six-way transfer seat for the driver, which slides back and swivels
to allow for easier transfers to and
from wheelchairs, and raises and
lowers to assist in transfers.Ricotta is pleased that she will now be
able to help even more patients
reconnect with something that
enhances their daily lives.
“If you see somebody that’s
just been told they can drive,
well, they’ve gained a feeling of

independence that is just immeasurable,” Ricotta said. “If they’ve
been cleared to drive - it puts a
whole new future out there for
them.”
Tommy Burrell agreed. An accounting student at Mississippi
College in Clinton, he recently
got his license thanks to the program.
“It feels great,” he said about
getting back in the driver’s seat
after his injury four years ago.
“Now I can use it for getting back
and forth to therapy and school,
and possibly getting a job.”
Ricotta said that while most of
her patients don’t mind using a
minivan for training, Burrell has
his eye on something a little more
his style.
“Right now I’m looking at getting a Dodge Magnum,” he said.
“I’m 26 years old and a van isn’t
something I really want to ride
around in.”
Charles Tennyson of Raymond,
who is currently working to get
his license with the program, intends to get his own van because

The Driving Rehabilitation Program van includes a number of features to assist disabled drivers
and passengers. The rear suspension can be lowered to reduce ramp angle and make it easier
to enter and exit the van. It also comes with removable passenger and driver’s seats, so that
wheelchair users can drive or ride without exiting their wheelchairs.

of the freedom it affords him.
“I hope to become more independent where I can go more
places and do more things,” said
Tennyson.
A lower leg amputee following
a 2010 accident, Tennyson works
at The Speed Shop, an auto racing

shop in Jackson, and he owns a
number of race-modified cars and
muscle cars.
Obviously a minivan isn’t exactly the kind of hot rod that usually catches his eye.But the van’s
features have won him over, particularly the ability to enter via

the ramp and then get behind the
wheel using the six-way transfer
seat. This will allow Tennyson
to travel alone, as he now needs
someone to help stow his wheelchair for him.
“I don’t want to have to depend
on someone,” Tennyson said.
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Do Bishop Jakes and the President agree?

EEW Magazine
Since news broke that President Barack Obama is for samesex marriage, many people
have been asking if Bishop T.D.
Jakes, the world’s most famous
black preacher and mega pastor, will issue a public statement
denouncing it. He has not done
this, yet, so what are Jakes’
views on homosexuality?
Jakes, who is one of Obama’s
spiritual advisors that received
a Christmas invitation to the
White House from the Obamas,
along with wife Serita, this past
December for their holiday celebration, has a firm position on
the issue.
Because of his close ties to
the president, some have made
the assumption that Jakes is not
at liberty to disclose his person-

al feelings. What is well-documented is a conversation held
last month during a conversation with Oprah Winfrey on
“Oprah’s Next Chapter,” Jakes
discussed his views on homosexuality with the media mogul.
“Would you say that everybody is embraced in your
church?” Winfrey asked him.
“Cause you know you have
been accused of saying that gay
people would not be welcome.”
When Oprah mentioned that
certain sects accused Jakes
of being anti-gay during their
televised chat, the pastor of the
30,000-member Potter’s House
church in Dallas unequivocally
condemned
homosexuality
based on scripture. At the same
time, Jakes made the point that
he does not want to be classified

as homophobic or
bigoted
against
gays.
“The perception in our society today is that
if you don’t say
you’re for samesex marriage or
if you say homosexuality is a sin
that you’re homo- Obama and Jakes
phobic and you’re against gay body. I love everybody.”
people. And that’s not true,”
From his very recent comargued Jakes, after which he mentary, which aired just weeks
goes on to state his views on ago before Obama made his ansame-sex couples.
nouncement, it is safe to con“I’m not called to give my clude that if Jakes chooses to
opinion. I’m called as a pastor weigh in on the same-sex marto give the scriptural position riage debate, he will strictly
on it,” he added. “Doesn’t mean adhere to his biblical stance on
that I have to agree with you to the issue as he has done in times
love you. I don’t dislike any- past.

P A S T O R A L P O I N T S ‘The Authority’
By Rev. Marcus Cheeks
Special to The Mississippi Link
Proverbs
29:2 is a text
that I would
like to reference this week
as we reflect
on the conversation that has ensued during recent weeks around the
issue of same sex marriage.
The conversation has captivated the headlines of national and local news organizations. The President of the
United States has publicly

stated his favor of Gay Marriage. In many respects, these
comments signal a view that
is already acceptable across
the country. The President’s
words carry a great deal of
authority. Just by virtue of
his office, what he says matters; it matters in the view of
public opinion.
The resounding question
for today’s believer is, “by
whose authority will you
live?” The president is an
authority as is the governor
and the mayor. The office,
in which they have been

elected, by the people, is
what gives them their authority. Proverbs 29:2 teaches,
“when righteousness is in authority, the people rejoice.”
Righteousness means to be
right with God. So, regardless of who says it, whatever
is said, must be “right with
God” in order for the people
of God to rejoice.
Pastors are not politicians
and politicians are not pastors. “Give the people what
they want,” may work well
for a politician; but is not
wise for a pastor. God’s

Word is clear that we must
love one another. It is in the
name of love the 15th Chapter of John says, “Ye are my
friends, if ye do whatsoever
I commanded you.” Has
God command us to love
those that live outside of
His Word? Yes. And at the
same time, Romans chapter
6 teaches, “For the wages of
sin is death; but the gift of
God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.”
So what authority is right?
The authority of the president, the governor and the
mayor may very well allow the people to have what
they want; but that does not
remove the penalty of sin.
As politicians represent the
people, pastors represent,
The Christ; His authority
comes of God. God is “The
authority.” What has He
(God) said about marriage?
To be continued…
About the Pastor
Rev. Marcus Cheeks is
the pastor of True Light M.
B. Church, 224 East Bell
St., Jackson. He is a native
of Jackson. Rev. Cheeks, his
wife, DeVonda, and their
three children, currently reside in Canton. He has an
extensive background as a
counselor and educational
guide to high-risk youth.
He received his Bachelor
of Arts degree in humanities with an emphasis in
philosophy and religion
from Tougaloo College and
a Master of Science from
Jackson State University
in Guidance and Counseling. Rev. Cheeks has served
as an officer in the Mississippi National Guard and
is currently employed with
the State of Mississippi as a
State Title I director.
Rev. Cheeks can be
reached by calling 601607-7011,
601-353-7364
or e-mail the church at infotlmbc@yahoo.com.
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
There are still
a few days to go,
but for the Jackson
metro area, these
days include celebrations for people
of all ages. Graduations are in full bloom; Memorial
Day observances are underway and
summer break is just around the corner. I truly understand why May is
deemed as the month of changes. It
is filled with new experiences for all
who are blessed to enjoy it.
May is filled with so much energy
as new life continues to spring forth.
It is the time when flowers blossom
and crops sprout. The miracles of
life, in all forms, continue to evolve.
As I continue to share this week’s
message with you, I would like first
like to congratulate all of the graduates of 2012. As you move on to a
new phase in your lives, move into
it remembering to always put God
first.
Nelson Mandela was once quoted saying, “Our deepest fear is not
that we are inadequate. Our deepest
fear is that we are powerful beyond
measure. It is our light, not our darkness; that frightens us most. We ask
ourselves, ‘Who am I to be brilliant,
gorgeous, talented, and famous?’
Actually, who are you not to be?
You are a child of God; your playing small does not serve the world.
We were born to make manifest the
glory of God that is within us. It’s
not just in some of us; it’s in all of
us. And when we let our own light
shine, we unconsciously give other
people permission to do the same. As
we are liberated from our own fear,
our presence automatically liberates
others.”
It is because of the goodness of
the Lord that this milestone, known
as graduation, is occurring in the
lives of so many and it is because of
His goodness that abundant blessings will always be your gift; if you
believe.
Congratulations graduates and
may you always know that no matter
what, God will always be with you.
As I shift from graduation to Memorial Day observances, let me first
say “God Bless you” to everyone
who have lost a loved one to a war.
I am sure that Memorial Day holds a
very special place in your heart. It is
a day that scores of people are beginning to take for granted because so
many of us find ourselves taking the
miracles of life for granted.
To all, regardless of your Memorial Day plans, stop; if just for a minute, to thank God for the men and
women who have made the ultimate
sacrifice for not only their families,
but for our country.
Thank God that we have been
blessed with the presence of someone who believed in freedom enough
that he/she would leave so much behind so that so many others would
have a better future.
Another passage that I can recall
reading many years ago, reminds us
that when Israel crossed the Jordan
River to enter the Promised Land
for the first time, God commanded
Joshua to pile up a heap of stones
at the place. Joshua 4:7 reads: “So
these stones shall become a memorial to the sons of Israel forever.”

The stones memorialized God’s
great grace.
God has a purpose for every man,
woman, boy and girl, but so many
of us do not see it. It may not be a
role in the military but the role of a
supporter of someone you truly love.
God speaks to each of us differently
and gives us the free will to choose
the path that we are to follow.
This Memorial Day take the time
to celebrate someone who has made
a sacrifice for our country and thank
God for his creation, the loved one
that you celebrate.
Unfortunately, Memorial Day has
become a day that scores of people
are beginning to take for granted because so many of us find ourselves
making the event all about a presummer vacation day and not the
day of honor for our military men
and women who gave the ultimate
sacrifice for their country - their
lives.
A little known fact is Columbus,
Mississippi, was one of the first
towns to pay tribute to those who
suffered a fatal fate during the Civil
War. On April 25, 1866, a group of
women visited a cemetery to decorate the graves of confederate soldiers only. Not pleased by the bare
graves of the Union soldiers that lay
nearby, these ladies decorated those
graves as well. The practice traveled
throughout the country. On May 5,
1868, Decoration Day (the original
name) was established as a time for
the nation to decorate the graves of
the war dead with flowers. It was
later decided that May 30, would be
the official Decoration Day because
flowers would be in full bloom all
across this country.
Soon after that, what we now
know to be the honorary traditions of
this observance began to take shape.
Parades were held with guests making speeches to all in attendance.
Over the next 100 years, the excitement of the commemoration grew.
However, it was not until after World
War I that this day of honor would
include those who died in all American wars. In 1971, Memorial Day
was declared a national holiday by
an act of Congress and the last Monday of May was chosen as the official day of observance.
Yes, it is a wonderful day of observance, so enjoy but this day is
also another one of God’s days so
remember to observe Him in all that
you do.
Because of God’s goodness, we
ask that you help us celebrate His
Holy Name by sharing His wonderful works throughout your life and
community and as always, we ask
that you let us help you to communicate the good news of our Lord.
Isaiah 52:7a reads, “What a beautiful
sight it is to see messengers coming
with good news!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger
for news in and around the state of
Mississippi, would like to not only
share your news but all who would
like to tell others about the Lord’s
goodness and about their places of
worship and even those religious institutions that are visited.
Contact Daphne M. Higgins at
religion@mississippilink.com. You
may fax to 601-896-0091 or mail
your information to The Mississippi
Link at 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

Biblical graduation quotes - Words of wisdom from The Book
The Mississippi Link Newswire
“For we are God’s workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” - (Ephesians 2:10)
“Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not to your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths
straight.” - (Proverbs 3:5-6)
“For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the LORD, ‘plans to
prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”
- (Jeremiah 29:11)
“Brothers, I do not consider myself
yet to have taken hold of it. But one
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind

and straining toward what is ahead,
I press on toward the goal to win the
prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.” - (Philippians 3:13-14)
“And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” - (Romans
8:28)
“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” - (1 Peter 5:7)
“But the plans of the Lord stand
firm forever, the purposes of his heart
through all generations.” - (Psalm
33:11)
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and

petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.” - (Philippians 4:6-7)
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise
wisdom and discipline.” (Proverbs
1:7)
“Commit to the LORD whatever
you do, and your plans will succeed.”
- (Proverbs 16:3)
“Don’t let anyone look down on
you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in
life, in love, in faith and in purity.” - (1
Timothy 4:12)
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Word of the Day: Living, loving, letting go
By Myesha Chaney
www.eurweb.com
When we begin this journey
in life, we are
fortune enough
to enjoy the
benefits of loving and nurturing relationships.
As we grow older, our relational muscles are strengthened and those budding feelings become more concrete.
Within the confines of family,
friends, and confidants, exists this unbreakable bond of
love and trust. What happens
when the circumstances of life
invade these emotional safety

zones and confront us with the
reality of loss? It is easy to get
into a relationship. The hard
part is letting go. Whether it is
the sudden passing of a child,
the loss of a parent following
a long battle with cancer, or
the unfortunate divorce from a
spouse after 20 years of marriage, we must love and find
the courage to let go.
When times are great with
our love ones, we make beautiful memories that give us emotional satisfaction and enhance
our overall sense of well-being. When times become challenging, and the threat of loss
is pending or even realized,
those are the memories we

must fight to remember.
Recently, I experienced loss
in a profound way. Darren S.
Rockett, my son’s godfather,
was a great man. He was a father, son, community leader,
firefighter, deacon, and friend.
In the prime of his life, midforties, we enjoyed spending
time together. Our families
traveled the world together,
we did ministry together, and
occasionally, endured hardship together. We spent some
of our best moments planning
for the future and reflecting on
the road ahead. He was a joy
to be around and had an impact
on those his life touched. After
spending the day with my hus-

band, friends and his family,
he retreated to his bedroom to
rest. He had a cardiac arrest in
his sleep and eventually died.
This vibrant, healthy father
of four, who had spent his life
saving others, had now lost
his.
It was absolutely devastating. It was the first time I had
to explain to my five-year
son that he wouldn’t make
his trip to fire station, ride
bikes through the neighborhood, or play catch with his
beloved God-daddy. So many
memories, so much potential,
so much love and time spent
building this relationship that
was suddenly snatched away.

Even though it has been challenging, we are making it. We
allow the thoughts to pass,
tears to fall and life to continue. I am certain that one of the
hardest things in life will be to
live, love and to let go.
This process is one with
which I have become intimately acquainted. We can
never escape the reality that
the people we love and have
become accustomed to having around, will one day leave
us. Sometimes we get time to
prepare, other times we do not.
The journey through grief and
loss is difficult but with courage, the help of God, and the
willingness to keep on going,

you can live, love, and let go.
Myesha Chaney is a recording artist signed to Kingdomanity Entertainment. Her
debut CD, Take Him to The
World, will be in stores and online outlets July 3, 2012. She
is a wife, mother and the first
lady of Antioch Church of Long
Beach, Calif., where her husband, Wayne Chaney, is senior
pastor. She and her husband
co-hosts a weekly radio show,
“Real Life with Pastor Wayne
and Myesha Chaney,” on Los
Angeles’ KJLH. Please visit
her at www.myeshachaney.
com. You can email her at
me@myeshachaney.com.

Preserved by Purpose: The Heart of Christianity
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
“At a certain
point, I’ve just
concluded that
for me personally, it is important for me to go
ahead and affirm
that I think same-sex couples
should be able to get married.”
This one brief sentence by President Barack Obama a few weeks
ago sparked a media firestorm
regarding the growing national
debate over gay marriage.
For Christians, we have to
consider this as a chance to educate both sides (for and against

gay marriage) about the heart of
Christianity and not just the law
of Christianity. Mark 12:29-31
states it clearly that as Christians,
our greatest commandments are
to “Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and
with all your strength.” The second is this: “Love your neighbor
as yourself.”
I wanted to share some
thoughts of my pastor, Rev. Dr.
Jerome McNeil Jr., that offer insight on how Christians should
consider responding to the President’s statement.
“I have always been concerned about the aggressive en-

ergy we put into opposing issues.
We Christians are good at being
against something more than for
something. Our witness would
be better if we showed that we
believe in marriage, the word of
God, love for our neighbor and
tried to be Christ like. Our divorce rate among Christians is
the same as secular marriages
which is no surprise since the
tradition of marriage seems
to hold no special place in the
Christian community. We have
let our standards be set by others
instead of us setting and honoring Godly standards. Leviticus
was God’s guide to His people as
they demonstrated a lack of con-

trol in all areas. Unfortunately,
as we respond to what others believe, our reactions often become
unchristlike.
“I may disagree with you but
it does not mean I have to dislike you. I can disagree with the
President but I am not against
him. Many folk have disagreed
with me through the years but I
have not disliked them. I do believe the Bible means what it says
and says what it means. I am a
pastor not a politician. I’m running for nothing but Jesus. I do
know that we, of all people, who
have experienced segregation
and discrimination should understand how easy it can become

to operate under bitterness over
personal beliefs and conflicts. Do
not let your disagreements lead
to personal anger at the individual. Who are we to judge? I can
be disappointed in your choices
which I cannot control. But I can
control how I react and choose to
remain in the will of the Lord.
“Maybe the decision of the
President can inspire us to really understand and grasp what
we believe in as opposed to what
we are against. If you know what
you know then you won’t have

to hate folk who don’t know who
you know. What this should do
is move us to a place where our
convictions are aligned with the
word and the way of the Lord.
Once we have something we
believe in we are not so easily
swayed when differences challenge us.”
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose After a Relationship
Ends.” She can be reached at
lovehangover@juno.com.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of May 24
SONGS

			

ARTISTS				

ALBUM

1. Let The Church Say Amen		

Andrea Crouch featuring Marvin Winans

2. My Testimony			

Marvin Sapp					

Peace Together

3. I Feel Good				

Fred Hammond 					

God, Love and Romance

4. One More Time			

Zafcardi Cortez featuring John P. Kee

5. After This				

Youthful Praise Featuring JJ Hairston

6. I Won’t Go Back			

William McDowell

7. Go Get It				

Mary Mary 					

8. Awesome 				

Pastor Charles and Fellowship Chicago

9. Shifting The Atmosphere		

Jason Nelson					

10. Still Able				

James Fortune and FIYA

Go Get It
Shifting The Atmosphere

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Sunday
Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.
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legal

legal

LEGAL

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bids
City of Jackson, Mississippi
Notice to Contractors
Manhattan Road Bridge Replacement
City Project No. 11B4500

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201,
until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 06/19/2012 , for:

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management, 501 North
West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 06/21/2012 , for:
RE:
GS# 104-179 Campus Roofing - PH I ()
		
Mississippi University for Women

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi,
until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, on June 26, 2012, for supplying labor and equipment
as required to perform all related items of work for construction of the Manhattan
Road Bridge Replacement, City Project No. 11B4500.

RE:
		

GS# 203-044 CROSS HALL RENOVATION
East Central Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be
obtained from:
Professional:
			
Address:
			
Phone:		

JH&H ArchitectsPlannersInteriors,
a Professional Association
3760 I-55 North - Suite 200
Jackson, Mississippi 39211-6323
601-948- 4601

A deposit of $150.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and
Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject
any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use
at the bid site.

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained from:
Professional:		
JBHM Architects, P.A. - Columbus
			
(Tupelo, Mississippi, through the Office listed herein)
Address: 		
Post Office Box 9127
			
104 Third Street South
			
Columbus, Mississippi 39705
Phone:		
662-329-4883
A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions to Bidders
bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management
reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks
will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13, 2012, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW
JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.
I.

APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A.

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

1.
CASE NO. 2012-20, REQUEST BY: GEORGE EWING (OWNER: CITY
OF JACKSON) TO REMOVE/DEMOLISH THE OLD COTTAGE HOME LOCATED
AT 4750 CLINTON BLVD. THE STRUCTION IS LOCATED ON A LANDMARK
SITE (MYNELLE GARDENS).
2.
CASE NO. 2012-21, REQUEST BY STRAIGHT EDGE, INC. (OWNER:
ANTHONY & MELISSA DIFATTA) TO REMOVE EXISTING PORCH THAT DOES
NOT FIT THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE HOME AND REPLACE PORCH WITH A
MASTER BATHROOM AND CLOSET THAT MORE APPROPRIATELY FITS THE
ARCHITECTURE OF THE HOME. THE PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 761 GILLESPIE ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.
II.

OTHER ITEMS

III.

ADJOURN

Advertisement for Bids
Bid - 2230 Site Care Services for Jackson Public Schools
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board of Trustees of
the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson,
Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) June 7, 2012, at which time and place they will
be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project will be held at
Enochs Library, 101 Near Street, Jackson, MS 39201, on May 29, 2012, at 10:00 A.M. You may
contact Mr. Fred Davis Office with questions at (601-960-8784). Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications
may be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799,
or documents may be picked up at the above address.
5/17/12, 5/24/12

legal

1.
CASE NO. 2012-12, REQUEST BY: SAMUEL STOCKETT TO RETAIN
THE ILLEGALLY IMPROVEMENT MADE TO THE PROPERTY INCLUDING REPLACING THE EXISTING SIDING WITH HARDI-PLANK SIDING, REPLACING
ALL THE WINDOWS WITH NEW WOOD WINDOWS AND ALUMINUM SLIDING
GLASS WINDOWS, ADDING TWO WOODEN WINDOWS IN BATHROOMS,
REPLACING DOORS WITH ALUMINUM DOORS, AND TO BUILD A WOOD
FENCE ON THE SIDE YARD TO SEPARATE THE FRONT YARD FROM THE
BACK YARD, TO ADD A WOOD DECK TO THE BACK OF THE HOUSE WITH
STAIRS RECESSED INTO DECK FOR ACCESS FROM DRIVEWAY, TO ADD A
SET OF STAIRS LEADING TO THE BACK YARD, TO ADD A CONCRETE WALK
FORM THE FRONT OF THE HOUSE TO THE SIDE APARTMENT, TO ADD A
METAL SPIRAL STAIRCASE FOR EGRESS ON THE BACK OF THE HOUSE,
AND TO REMOVE THE CRACKED AND BROKEN BRICK RETAINING WALL IN
THE FRONT YARD OF THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1221 ST. ANN ST. IN THE
BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.
B.

5/24/12 5/31/12

DATES OF PUBLICATION MAY 17 & MAY 24, 2012.
PLEASE SEND PROOF OF PUBLICATION TO:
BIQI ZHAO (P.O. BOX 17, 200 S PRESIDENT ST. JACKSON, MS 39205-0017)
ZONING DIVISION (601) 960-2006 BZHAO@CITY.JACKSON.MS.US
5/17/12, 5/24/12

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30
P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 12,
2012, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President
Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:
76577- 061212 – Three-Wheel Mechanical Street Sweeper
		
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be obtained
from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson,
Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Purchasing. It is the
policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing
business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.
Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact
the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan
Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Development
at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right to waive any
and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best
bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award could be according
to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where
it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost
for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will beincluded on the proposal
form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.
Janet D. Allison, CPPB, Supervisor
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1025 or 960-1022

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that it will affirmatively insure that
in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority and female
business enterprises will be afforded the full opportunity to submit bids in response
to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
or national origin in consideration for an award. The bidders attention is further
directed to Special Notice to Bidders, included in the contract documents for this
project. (Special Notice to Bidders relates to the utilization of small business concerns (MBE’s/FBE’s) on this project.)
A pre-bid conference will be held on Tuesday, June 5, 2012 at 2:00 P.M. in the 5th
floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President Street,
Jackson, MS. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principal of non-discrimination in public
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to
selection, every contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a
contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 960-1638. Copies of
the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application, EBO Program, the MBE/FBE Directory
and the MBE/FBE Certification Affidavit are available in the Warren Hood Building
– 2nd Floor, located at 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment,
initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract
with the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment
opportunities.
Specifications and Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in
the Department of Public Works located in the Warren Hood Building – 4th Floor,
Room 424, located at 200 South President St., Jackson, Mississippi 39205. The
Standard Specifications adopted by the City Council may be procured from the
Department of Public Works, if desired, upon payment of $5.00 for each volume.
One copy of the Contract Documents may be procured at CiViLTech, Inc, P.O. Box
12852, Jackson, Mississippi 39236-2852 upon payment of $100.00, which will not
be refunded. The Engineer, Elmore Moody., P.E., can be contacted at (601) 7131713 for questions or directions concerning the Manhattan Road Bridge Replacement.
Proposals shall be submitted in Original triplicate, sealed and deposited with the
City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated. Bidders must be qualified under
Mississippi Law and show Certificate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi
State Board of Public Contractors. Each Bidder shall write his Certificate of Responsibility number and Mississippi License Number on the outside of the sealed
envelope containing his proposal. Each Bidder must also deposit with his proposal, a Bid Bond or Certified Check in the amount equal to five percent (5%) of
his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid security.
The successful bidder shall furnish a payment bond and performance bond each in
the amount of 100% of the bid. Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if requested by the City.
The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
Dan Gaillet, P.E.
Director of Public Works
Sean Perkins
Chief of Staff/Senior Assistant CAO

5/24/12, 5/31/12

5/24/12, 5/31/12
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
PROPOSED REDISTRICTING PLAN

The RFP listed below, advertised on May 17, 2012, was scheduled to open on June 26,
2012 is hereby canceled it will be re-advertised at a later date.
The Pre-Bid Meeting reference below is also canceled.
Sealed, signed RFPs are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi,
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the RFP must be stamped in by 3:30
P.M. Tuesday, June 26, 2012, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City
Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:
A Pre-Bid Meeting will take place on June 4, 2012 @ 2:00 P.M.-3:30 P.M., in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room.

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT THE FOLLOWING
PUBLIC HEARINGS TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT ON THE REDISTRICTING OF THE CITY’S WARD LINES:

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 2231 - Video Learning Project
Bid 2232 – Special Education Documentation Management System
Bid 2233 – Behavioral management Software

RFP#96156-062612--- Design, Development & Deployment of City of Jackson’s Website

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of RFP specifications are filed with the City
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of
the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunities
for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set
forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the
City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded
an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1851. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO
Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs. The City also reserves the right
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any RFP submitted. RFP awards will be
made to the lowest and best company submitting the lowest net price in accordance
with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the
lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may
be considered when evaluating the RFP proposal. In those cases where it is known
prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost
for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the
proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination
during the RFP review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB-Purchasing Manager
hgreer@city.jackson.ms.us

Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533 or (601) 960-1025

June 11 - Councilwoman Stokes (Ward 3)
Cornerstone M.B. Church,
1118 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
June 12 - Councilman Tillman (Ward 5)
Blacks Chapel Church
3425 Robinson Rd.
June 13 - Councilman Lumumba (Ward 2)
Aldersgate United Methodist Church
655 Beasley Rd.
June 18 - Councilwoman Barrett Simon (Ward 7)
City Hall Council Chambers
219 South President St.

5/24/12, 5/31/12

June 19 - Councilman Whitwell (Ward 1)
Beth Israel Congregation
5315 Old Canton Rd.

legal
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

June 20 - Councilman Bluntson (Ward 4)
City Hall Council Chambers
219 South President St.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

June 21 - Councilman Yarber (Ward 6)
Greater New Jerusalem M.B. Church
4450 Raymond Rd.
ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BEGIN AT 6 P.M. FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT CITY CLERK BRENDA PREE AT (601) 9601035.
5/24/12, 5/31/12

DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140

5/24/12

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi,
39201until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) June 12, 2012, at which
time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A prebid walkthrough will be held at 10:00 A.M. on May 29, 2012 at Capital
City Alternative School, 2221 Boling Street, Jackson, MS 39213 for Bid
2231 Video Learning Project only. This isn’t mandatory but strongly
suggest attending. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance
of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are
opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained
free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601)
960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address. For
questions and concerns regarding bids, please contact Mr. Phillip Hairston at (601-960-8831 or phairston@jackson.k12.ms.us.

Call M-F 8am-5pm

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until
2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 06/19/2012 , for:
RE:
		

GS# 102-238 Campus Roofing - PH I
Delta State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be
obtained from:
Professional:
Shafer & Associates, PLLC
Address: 		
510 University Drive
			
Starkville, Mississippi 39759
Phone:		
662-323-1628
A deposit of $150.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and
Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any
or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the
bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

5/17/12, 5/24/12
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Pick Up

The Mississippi Link
At The Following Locations:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s Restaurant
3118 Livingston Road
cash & carry
Capitol Street and Monument Street
City Hall
219 S President St
Garrett Office Complex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ Mobil
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
JSU Student union
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
Liberty Bank and Trust
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins bbq
182 Raymond Road
McDade’s Market
Northside Drive
McDade’s Market #2
653 Duling Avenue
Picadilly Cafeteria
Jackson Medical Mall
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
Piggly Wiggly
2875 McDowell Road
Shell Food Mart
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortification and I-55
Two Sisters Kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
Upton tire
Countyline Road and State Street
Murphy USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Dollar General
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
Dollar General
2030 N Siwell Rd

Dollar General
4331 Highway 80W
Dollar General
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
Dollar General
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell Ace Hardware
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Dollar General
304 Briarwood Dr
Dollar General
2855 McDowell Rd
Dollar General
104 Terry Rd
Rite Aid
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite Aid
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite Aid
6075 Old Canton Rd
CAN T ON
A&I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
Boutique Store
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s Store
Church Street - Canton, MS
Community Mart
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
Fryer Lane Grocery
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
Hamlin Floral Design
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Joe’s Sandwich & Grocery
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K One Stop
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS

Lacy’s Insurance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Soul Set Barber Shop
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Trailer Park Grocery
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
Dollar General
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VowelL’s Market Place
5777 Terry Road
C L I N T ON
Dollar General
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L AN D
Rite Aid
398 Hwy 51
T erry
Mardi Gras Café
106 West Cunningham Avenue
R a ym o n d
Hinds Community College
Welcome Center
505 E. Main Street
U ti c a
Hubbard’s truck stop
Mississippi Hwy 27
Pitt Stop
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B o lt o n
Mack’s Café
103 West Madison Street
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First Mississippi Heat Hardwood Classic was a hit
By Tim Ward
Sports Writer

AAU basketball is in full effect now. AAU basketball has
evolved into such a monster
that it now has an affect on the
professional basketball leagues.
These young stars become so
accustomed to playing with
teammates on their level and
beyond, that often they have
trouble adapting to teammates
that aren’t on their level.
A couple of years ago, Lebron James’ “decision” to leave
Cleveland to join DeWayne
Wade was met with ridicule
by many. Also joining him was
Chris Bosh, formerly of the Toronto Raptors. James and Bosh
tried for over five years with
their former teams of being
“the man.” They realized that
they needed help or were just
accustomed to having it. When
you trace the background of the
players, you’ll see the teams
they played on as they were
growing up.
Girls AAU basketball is
something that is needed more
in the magnolia state. There are
really only a handful of girls
teams around. Contrast that
to the seemingly hundreds of
boys teams and you’ll see the
demand.
One of the largest tournaments for girls so far this season in Mississippi, was the First
Mississippi Heat Hardwood
Classic held at the Walter Payton Center on the campus of
Jackson State University. Girls
teams from as far as South

Carolina played
from ages 12 to
17. The event
was held by
the Mississippi
Heat, one of
the newest girls
AAU programs
in Mississippi.
The Heat is
one of few traveling girls AAU
teams, playing
across the south
almost weekly.
However, this
past
weekend
was the first and
only weekend
that they will
play in Mississippi.
The coach and
founder, Robert
Williams,
doesn’t believe
in limited exposure. His belief
is for coaches
across the nation to be able to
see his girls play
and to open their
eyes to how
talented
their Mississippi Fire player dribbling
competition is
mally practice once or twice a
outside of Mississippi. “These girls know who week in preparation for weekcan play in Mississippi, but end games. Several known girls
once they started seeing talent- teams participated.
The Mississippi Fire and
ed girls in other states, it opened
Lady Hawks just to name a
their eyes,” stated Williams.
Like many, Williams’ teams few played and either received
are comprised of players championship trophies or made
throughout the state who nor- it to the championship game.

Lady Hawk guard going up for a shot

9th grade MS Heat in a timeout with coach

GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS ONLINE AT:

www.mississippilink.com
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Greater Jackson Chamber Partnership Membership Luncheon
Hilton Hotel • May 21 • Jackson, Miss.
photos by Gail Brown

Mary Church Terrell Literary Club, Inc.
Pecan Park Summer Reading Book Presentation
May 22 • Jackson, Miss.
photos by Gail Brown
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‘Unsung’: Gerald Levert, Angela Bofill, six more for ‘Summer 2012’
eurweb.com
The story of psychedelic soul band
Sly and the Family Stone kicks off a
new eight-episode season of TV One’s
“Unsung,” the NAACP Image Awardwinning series celebrating the lives
and careers of successful artists or
groups who, despite great talent, have
not received the level of recognition
they deserve or whose stories have
never been told.

Also set for this summer are episodes on R&B songstress Angela Bofill, rap collective Arrested Development, the late Gerald Levert and 70s
band Con Funk Shun.
TV One Executive Vice President of
Original Programming and Production
Toni Judkins stated: “While we have
now produced several dozen episodes
of “Unsung,” it is remarkable that we
have no shortage of incredibly talented

candidates for new episodes - and our
audience continues to want more. The
winter 2012 season of Unsung was our
highest-rated, most-watched season
ever, and we look forward to celebrating with our viewers more amazing
stories of great talent this summer and
helping to paint that richer portrait of
black music in America.”
Rounding out “Unsung’s” summer
slate are rapper Kool Moe Dee, soul

Wendy Williams keeps it real
about her fake body parts
eurweb.com
TV talker Wendy Williams does
not shy away from talking openly
about her altered body parts and fake
additions.
In a recent interview, Williams
talked about plastic surgery and
black women, saying that people,
“(and black women who criticize her
fake assets), are just jealous and wish
they could do the same.
“They are jealous. Because if I
said to that person, ‘I got the doctor
and I’m going to pay for it. Choose
three things you want to do,’ believe
me, they would get it done. They are
very jealous and scared. Scared of
what their other friends would say, or
to break out of the box and be different. And being black? Ugh, please.
My people will not go for any kind
of surgery. We are supposed to be

natural. Ugh, whatever.”
She also justified
her wig wearing by
expressing that everyone who wears one
wants to take it off
and show the world
what they’re hiding
underneath. She also
pointed to Tyra Banks
who shocked her audience with the move
years ago. But Wendy
said the ex-model
was running out of
show ideas.
Regardless, Wendy’s going to be Wendy and there’s nothing any haters can do
about that.
Williams

icon Lou Rawls and Motown group
The Marvelettes.
View the schedule below:
Sly & the Family Stone (June 25)
Angela Bofill (July 2)
Con Funk Shun (July 9)
Kool Moe Dee (July 16)
The Marvelettes (July 23)
Gerald Levert (July 30)
Arrested Development (Aug. 13)
Lou Rawls (Aug. 20)

Subscribe TODAY

Sly and Family Stone

2659 Livingston Road • Jackson MS, 39213
601-896-0084 • dominique@mississippilink.com
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Book Review:
“Twice
as
Good”
Richard Michelson,
by

illustrated by Eric Velasquez
c.2012, Sleeping Bear Press
$16.95 / $18.95 Canada • 32 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
What do you do when someone tells you that you can’t do
something you want to do?
Maybe you beg by saying,
“Pleeeeeeeeease?” Or maybe
you ask again and again and
again until your parents get
mad. Or you might pout a little
and wait to see if the answer is
different later on.
But when young Willie Powell was told that he
couldn’t do something he
wanted to do, it just made him
work harder to reach his goal.
In the new book “Twice as
Good” by Richard Michelson,
illustrated by Eric Velasquez,
you’ll see how Willie made
his dream come true.
Even though he was just in
third-grade, Willie Powell was
a very fast runner.
He had to be fast. The Edgewater Golf Course was seven
miles away, and it was one of
the most beautiful places Willie had ever seen. Each day
after school, he ran to Edgewater, then he ran back home
by nightfall.
Willie wanted to learn to
play golf on the smooth lawns
at Edgewater, but the golfers
told him that “his kind” wasn’t
welcome there. He was used
to that, though. He was often
the only Negro boy wherever
he went and that didn’t stop
Willie. He went to Edgewater
anyhow, every chance he got.
Eventually, one of the golfers let Willie be a caddy,
which meant carrying a heavy
bag filled with golf clubs.
That didn’t stop Willie, either;
in fact, he worked twice as
hard because being “good” at
his job wasn’t good enough.
Soon, he was earning money
at being a caddy.
Then one day, someone
asked Willie to play a round
of golf and Willie loved it!
From then on, every chance
he got, he practiced. By time
he entered high school, he was
one of the best golfers around.
He even entered competitions.
Still, lots of white golfers
didn’t want Willie playing on
their course. They wouldn’t
let him join the club or share
their clubhouse. But Willie
had dreams, not only for himself but for his baby daughter,
too.
He knew that someday,
there’d be a place where she
could learn to play golf, too,
and nobody would turn her
away. Willie was sure there’d
be a course like that, even if
he had to build it himself…
Got a kid who wants to be
the next Tiger on the links?
Show him (or her) that someone helped groom the course
by reading “Twice as Good.”
Author Richard Michelson
took the true story of a boy
who refuses to take “no” for
an answer to his dreams, and
makes it into a kid-friendly
story of perseverance in the
face of racism. I liked that Michelson gives his young hero
a graceful determination with
no room for discouragement
(which is very inspirational),
and Eric Velasquez’s illustrations fit Michelson’s story to
a tee.
I think that if your 3-to-6year-old loves a good readaloud, this is one to put on
the roster. For you, “Twice as
Good” is a book that’s hard to
say “no” to.
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piggly wiggly
110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

1574 West Governement Rd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices
3 LBS. OR MORE FRESH

FRESH

GROUND
BEEF
$ 39

2

USDA BEEF

FRESH

FRYER
LEGS QUARTER
$ 99

PORK
SPARE RIBS
$ 29

6

POUND

2

10 LB. BAG

USDA BEEF BONELESS

POUND

FRESH

BONELESS
RIBEYE STEAK

EYE OF ROUND
ROAST

BOSTON BUTT
PORK ROAST

$ 99

$ 29

$ 49

FRESH

FROZEN

FRESH SPLIT FAMILY PACK FRYER

8

POUND

WESTERN STYLE
PORK RIBS

1

POUND

$ 89

3

POUND

PORK
RIBLETS

11

$

10 LB. BOX

99

SAVINGS ON

1

1

24 OZ. BTL.

$ 00

BREAST

FRESH RIPE

1

$ 69

SWEET
LARGE SEEDED
STRAWBERRIES WATERMELONS

/4
1 LB. CTN.

2 $

FRESH FANCY YELLOW SQUASH OR

ZUCCHINI

1

POUND

$ 00

4

EACH

$ 99
FRESH SWEET

CORN

/1
EARS

3 $

ICE CREAM

3

4 QT. PAIL

$ 99
BLUE BONNET MARGARINE

QUARTERS
..............................
1 LB. PKG.

ASSORTED KRAFT SHREDDED & CHUNK

LARGE SEEDED

EACH

$ 99

CHEESE

REGULAR OR LIGHT DAISY SOUR

CREAM
................................
16 OZ. CUP

ONION
DIP
.................................
12 - 16 OZ.

FRESH EXPRESS

COLE SLAW

89

OLD FASHIONED / 3 COLOR COLE SLAW, 16 OZ. PKG.

¢

FRESH IDAHO RUSSET

POTATOES

2

8 LB. BAG

89
2$
/5
$ 99
1
$ 39
1
$ 00
1
¢

8 OZ. PKG. & 12 OZ.
CHEESE SINGLES 2/$5 .....................

DEAN'S FRENCH

FRESH PRODUCE
FRESH

ASSORTED OLD FASHIONED

POUND

/ 11 4

3 $

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

POUND

HUNT'S SQUEEZE COKE PRODUCTS WATERMELONS
KETCHUP
12 PACK 12 OZ. CANS

the price
you see is
the price
you pay at
the register.

$ 99

BRIGHT & EARLY

DRINK

GRAPE, ORGANGE, APPLE, 59 OZ. ........
FRESH FROZEN

CORN ON
$ 59
THE..................................
COB
2 LB. BAG

SELECT PICTSWEET

2
$ 29
1

VEGETABLES
.................................
10 - 12 OZ.

ORE IDA SELECT

FROZEN
2$
POTATOES
..........................
20 - 32 OZ. PKG.

/5

