
Q: I hear there are no chairs 
or blankets at the Jackson 
Rhythm and Blues Festival 
this year’s. Do we need to plan 
on standing the whole time?

ALEX: No. There are four 
indoor venues with ample 
seating that will allow you the 
opportunity to not only rest 
your feet but also enjoy some 
cool air and some hot music!

You can also purchase VIP 
tickets for special main stage 
seating.

Q: What all comes with a 
VIP ticket?

ALEX: A VIP ticket in-
cludes  admission to the fes-
tival, entry through a reserved 
gate, the official 2015 festival 
t-shirt, two drink tickets (re-
deemable at a complimentary 

bar), a seat in the VIP tent, 
and special access to reserved 
standing space in front of the 
main stage.

Q: Can you purchase a VIP 
ticket at the gate?

ALEX: No. In order for us 
to provide seating and other 
amenities offered in the pack-
age, VIP tickets can only be 
purchased in advance and not 
the day of the event.

Q: Will there be a “Meet and 
Greet” for VIP ticketholders?

ALEX: No. VIP tickethold-
ers will not have a “Meet and 
Greet” with artists, but they 
will have front access to the 
“City with Soul” Main Stage.

Q: How much are VIP tick-
ets?

ALEX: Friday night tickets 
are $125, plus a processing 

fee.
Saturday tickets are $175, 

plus a processing fee.
Q: Is this event handicap ac-

cessible?
ALEX: Yes. Each venue has 

ramp access.
Q: Will you be allowed to 

exit and return to the festival?
ALEX: No re-entry will be 

permitted.
Q: Can you bring a cooler, 

beverage or food inside?
ALEX: No. There will be 

plenty of food options, as well 
as drinks available at the fes-
tival to satisfy your taste and 
quench your thirst.

Q: Will there be VIFF (Very 
Important Friends of the Festi-
val) Tents this year?

ALEX: No. In an effort to 
ensure adequate space for at-

tendees, we decided to elimi-
nate those tents this year.

Q: Can you park near the Ag 
Museum?

ALEX: Yes. Parking is 
available adjacent to the mu-
seum. The cost is $20.

Q: Can you use a debit/cred-
it card for parking?

ALEX: No. You must have 
cash for parking.

Q: Are there any other park-
ing options?

ALEX: Yes. You can park at 
Veterans Memorial Stadium, 
where shuttle services will be 
provided. The cost is $5.00 
round-trip. Also if you are 
staying at a participating festi-
val hotel, shuttle service is be-
ing provided for the same cost.

Q: How long will you have 
to wait for a shuttle?

ALEX: Shut-
tle service will 
run consistently 
on a 15-20 min-
ute schedule 
based upon traf-
fic.

Q: Can you 
purchase a 
weekend pass?

ALEX: No. 
A weekend pass 
is not being of-
fered. If you 
compare prices 
to most festivals 
in the region, 
the tickets are 
more than fair for the number 
and caliber of artists you will 
have the opportunity to enjoy.

Q: Can you bring a camera 
or recording device?

ALEX: No cameras or re-
cording devices are permitted.

Q: Will there be an ATM ma-
chine onsite?

ALEX: Yes. An ATM ma-
chine will be available.
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In 2001 Mississippi Gov. 
Ronnie Musgrove formed a 
flag committee which was 
headed by former Gov. Wil-
liam Winter. From this com-
mittee, the above proposed 
new Mississippi state flag 
design was presented for a 
referendum vote.

In the ‘canton corner,’ ac-
cording to Clay Moss, advi-
sor to the flag committee and 
to Gov. Winter, the white 
stars on a blue background, 
the emblem showed an outer 
circle of stars representing 
the 13 original colonies.

The six inner circle stars 
represent the six entities that 
have governed over Missis-
sippi - the Native American 
tribes, France, Great Britain, 
Spain, Republic of Missis-
sippi, Confederate States 
of America, and the United 
States.

The single larger star in 
the center represented Mis-
sissippi.

The red, white and blue 
colors were in sync with the 
United States flag and its 
values.

The flag referendum to 
be voted on that year by all 
citizens of Mississippi was 
to keep the Confederate em-
blem in the state flag or ac-
cept the completely new de-
sign above.

The referendum vote was 
required because the current 
flag, which has been in use 
since 1894, was not “recon-
firmed” when the state con-
stitution was rewritten in 
1906, making it “unofficial.”

While many point to the 
low voter turn out that elec-
tion, still the result was 65 
percent voted to keep the 
current state flag, and thusly 
it continues to fly.

The Confederate flag, also 
called the battle cry emblem 
of the Confederate in the 
civil war of 1861-65 fought 
between northern and south-
ern states, is held by many 
to be synonymous with the 
southern states’ desire to 
keep slave labor.

Again, in heated debate is 
this flag, in the aftermath of 
the murder of nine worship-
pers at the Mother Emanuel 
A.M.E. Church in Charles-
ton, S.C., because the mur-
derer Dylann Roof, 21, 
profiled his racist rants in 
several scenarios while hold-
ing the Confederate flag.

While the outcome of 
the civil war has long been 
decided - the Confeder-
ate states lost, slavery was 
ended, the North won - like 
holding on to ‘Old Glory’ 
the South managed to find 

Perhaps Father’s Day 2015 
will be remembered in U.S. 
history as one of the saddest 
ever in the wake of the fa-
thers and others slain in the 
recent Charleston, S.C. Eman-
uel AME Church massacre, 
June 17. All across the nation, 
prayer vigils were being held 
Father’s Day Weekend, includ-
ing in Jackson, Miss.

Sunday evening at 5 p.m., a 
crowd of more than 200 wor-
shippers and area citizens an-
swered a weekend call from 
the 100 Concerned Clergy for 
a Better Jackson to come to-
gether for the families of the 
nine victims killed in what is 
described as an horrific hate 
crime in their own church, one 

of whom was the pastor and 
prominent South Carolina state 
senator - Rev. Clementa C. 
Pinckney.

Rev. Hosea Hines, of Jack-
son and pastor of Christ Taber-
nacle Church and president of 
the 100 Concerned Clergy, said 
he and his fellow colleagues 
had to spring into action when 
they learned the news of such a 
horrific act.

“We had to come together in 
solidarity,” Hines said. In addi-
tion to that, he stated during the 
vigil, “We are trying to send a 
clear message out to the city 
of Jackson, especially the faith 
community that we can work 
together and make Jackson a 
better place.”

Police Chief Lee Vance and 
Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone 

Lewis also shared the podium 
set up on the outer steps of 
Black’s Chapel M.B. Church, 
3425 Robinson Rd., to offer 
encouraging comments in the 
fight against all crime.

The moving prayer vigil, 
dubbed “prayer service,” at-
tracted the attention of mo-
torists who slowed down to 
observe as they drove by. “Ev-
eryone driving by possibly 
made it their business to find 
out what was going on,” said 
Rev. John McNeal, Host Pas-
tor.

The crowd roared with ap-
plause and praise as Pastor C. 
J. Rhodes of Mt. Helm, Jack-
son’s oldest church, gave a 
mini-sermon on “Where Do 
We Go From Here?”

Concerned Clergy member 

and program guide Rev. Au-
drey L. Hall, pastor of West 
Jackson’s Holy Temple Baptist 
Church, said she was humbled 
to be a participant in “this event 
of unity and prayer.”

“The Body of Christ must 
unite to defeat hate in this 
world,” she added.

Reflecting on the vigil and 
what his ministerial group 
hoped to have accomplished 
by holding it in memory of the 
Charleston, S.C. nine, Hines 
told The Mississippi Link Tues-
day that it was a call to remind 
all of us of 2 Chronicles 7:14:

“If my people, who are 
called by my name, shall hum-
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draws 200 plus in prayer for 
Charleston victims on Father’s Day
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ways to keep their flag flying.
Others point out that the 

reemergence of the Confeder-
ate flag was around the 1960s 
when the South was forced 
to accept Civil Rights laws, 
again mostly imposed by the 
North.

However, Roof’s actions 
have unnerved even those 
whom till now would be con-
sidered “diehard” southerners. 
And they have not remained 
silent, many charging to the 
forefront in this renewed bat-
tle.

U.S. Senator Thad Cochran 
(R-Miss) recently won a hard 
run for reelection against Tea 
Party candidate State Sen. 
Chris McDaniel. McDaniel is-
sued a lengthy statement op-
posing any reconsideration of 
use of the Confederate flag.

And to the contrary, Sen. 
Cochran said in a statement, 
“As a proud citizen of Missis-
sippi, it is my personal hope 
that the state government will 
consider changing the state 
flag.

“The recent debate on the 
symbolism of our flag, which 
belongs to all of us, presents 
the people of our state an op-
portunity to consider a new 
banner that represents Missis-
sippi.

“I appreciate the views of 
my friend and colleague Rog-
er Wicker, and agree that we 
should look for unity and not 
divisiveness in the symbols of 
our state.”

Mississippi Gov. Phil Bry-
ant issued a statement that the 
referendum over the state flag 
has already been decided and 
should stand.

However, Lt. Gov. Tate 
Reeves issued a statement 
saying, “What happened in 

Charleston is simply pure ir-
rational evil. There is no other 
description for this monster’s 
actions.

“He is an individual that has 
allowed his mind and soul to 
be horribly twisted and dis-
figured by irrational hate. No 
symbol or flag or website or 
book or movie made him evil 
- he was evil on his own.

“Flags and emblems are 
chosen by a group of people as 
a symbol of all that unites and 
ties the group together. The 
good and bad in our shared 
history, and all that we have 
learned from it, is something 
that ties us together.

“The same discussion South 
Carolinians are having now is 
one that Mississippians had 
14 years ago when nearly 
two-thirds of our state voted 
to keep our current flag.

“If the citizens of our state 
want to revisit that decision, 
and I am sure at some point we 
may, it will best be decided by 
the people of Mississippi, not 
by outsiders or media elites or 
politicians in a back room.”

Speaker of the House Philip 
Gunn, Republican, called for 
the flag to be redesigned in 
this new round of debates.

Gunn said, “We must al-
ways remember our past, but 
that does not mean we must 
let it define us. As a Christian, 
I believe our state’s flag has 
become a point of offense that 
needs to be removed. We need 
to begin having conversations 
about hanging Mississippi’s 
flag.”

Many other elected officials 
of Mississippi have weighed 
in, echoing Gunn’s sentiment.  

State Sen. Kenny Wayne 
Jones of Canton, chairman of 
the state’s Legislative Black 

Caucus, told the Associated 
Press, the confederate em-
blem is a “Symbol of hatred” 
often associated with racial 
violence.

Jones said the flag represnts 
the “power structure’s resis-
tance to changes during the 
1960s and 70s.”

State Senator John Horhn 
issued the following state-
ment: 

“I’d like to applaud the po-
sition taken today 
by former state 
senator and cur-
rent U.S. Sen. 
Roger Wicker 
that the Confed-
erate battle flag 
depiction in the 
Mississippi state 
flag should be re-
moved.

“Sen. Wicker 
has rightly de-
clared that Mis-
sissippians need 
a more unifying 
symbol to rep-
resent our great 
state and give our-
selves and others 
a truer picture of 
who we really are 
and what our col-
lective heritage 
should be.

“Because this 
decision rests 
with the Missis-
sippi Legislature, 
I am especially 
pleased that the 
Speaker of the 
House of Repre-
sentatives, Rep. 
Philip Gunn, 
has come out so 
strongly in favor 
of the flag’s re-
moval.

“The time has come to con-
sign the Confederate flag to 
the Museum of Mississippi 
History. It might at some point 
have described who we were, 
but it does not reflect who we 
have become.”

Asked to respond to the re-
newed call to take down the 
Mississippi state flag with the 
Confederate emblem, Oleta 
Garrett Fitzgerald, director of 
the Children’s Defense Fund 

Southern Regional Office, 
said - after expressing her 
deep frustration over the state 
of the welfare of children due 
to the actions or inactions of 
lawmakers, said:

“Getting rid of the Con-
federate flag is one thing, but 
getting rid of lingering racist 
attitudes in government held 
dear by entrenched southern 
sympathizers is entirely dif-
ferent and more difficult.

“As we monitor decisions 
made that affect all our lives, 
we see more of these senti-
ments once again seeping into 
public policy stances.”

Since the murders in 
Charleston on June 17, the 
number of stores that have 
removed sales of the Confed-
erate flag have grown, now 
including Walmart, Sears/
Kmart, Amazon, and Ebay, 
while locals rush to stock up.
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The Mississippi flag with the Confederate emblem as it now flies above state buildings.

Another Family Gathering 
(AFG) is presenting its first 
annual Stilettos on the Pave-
ment “What IF” Women’s 
Empowerment Conference 
Saturday, August 1, 2015, 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m. at the MS e-
Center at JSU, 1230 Raymond 
Rd. 

This conference is a con-
tinuation of Another Fam-
ily Gathering’s successful net-
working experiences.

Keynote speaker is Oleta 
Garrett Fitzgerald, director 
of Children’s Defense Fund’s 
Southern Regional Office. An 
award recipient will be L. She-
rie Dean, CEO and founder of 
the L. Sherie Alert.

Additional speakers are: 
• Rosalind Yarber, First 

Lady of Jackson
• Dr. Cindy Ayers, CEO and 

founder of Foot Print Farms 
• Dr. Sharon Slater, execu-

tive vice president of Research 
and Development of Educa-
tional Services for HOPE

• State Representative Kim-
berly L. Campbell, Esq. MS 
House of Representatives Dis-
trict 72

• Pamela Confer, founder of 
Speak BIG! Concept.

Opportunities are available 
for vending, sponsorships and 

display ads in the program 
booklet. 

For any of these services, 
email Contact@anotherfami-
lygathering.com; put “What 
IF” in the subject line.

Respond to us on Twitter: 
#SOTPMS #WhatIF2015

A percentage of proceeds 
will be donated to Cure Sickle 
Cell Foundation.

Visit https://whatif2015wo-
mensempowermentconfer-
ence.eventbrite.com to pur-
chase tickets.

AFG presents Stilettos on the 
Pavement “What IF” Women’s 
Empowerment Conference
The Mississippi Link Newswire



The mission was multi-faceted 
for leaders of Mission Mississippi 
and a group of ministers and other 
community activists in Jackson on 
Wednesday, June 24:

Support and encouragement for 
the victims of the recent violent at-
tack on members of a Charleston, 
S.C. church, aiding in healing for 
others effected by the crime and a 
call to remove the Confederate em-
blem from the Mississippi state flag. 

Mission Mississippi has spent 
more than 20 years urging racial rec-
onciliation through faith in Christ.

They gathered at Pearl Street 
A.M.E. (African American Epis-
copal), the same denomination as 
Emanuel A.M.E. in Charleston, 
where 21-year-old Dylann Roof is  
charged with gunning down nine 
people during Bible Study at the 
church this month.

Dolphus Weary, founder and 

former president 
of Mission Missis-
sippi, said, “The 
church needs to 
spend time talking 
about the ‘why’ and 
spend time listen-
ing to both sides 
in incidences like 
this, where they re-
ally hear each other. 
Why so much racial 
division? We need 
to listen and act ac-
cordingly.”

Nettie Winters, president of Mis-
sion Mississippi, said the Wednes-
day news conference was in re-
sponse to the Charleston shooting 
with the goal of helping people re-
spond to what has happen and not 
just react.

He said compassion is needed 
for the families of the victims while 
forgiveness is required for “a per-
son who would commit an act like 

that”: “Our mission is to respond in 
a Godly way, with forgiveness and 
compassion not only for the fami-
lies of the victims but for the person 
who committed the act,” Winters 
said.

He encouraged anyone who has 
trouble with forgiveness to know 
these things: “Love God, love each 
other and love the enemy and pray 
for God’s mercy and grace upon 
them.”

Miss. State Sen. Sollie B. Nor-

wood said he believes in Mission 
Mississippi’s aims and the power of 
prayer. “But we also have to work,” 
Norwood said. “I don’t like what 
happened in Charleston or what 
happened with James Craig,” he 
said.

Norwood was referencing James 
Craig Anderson who was murdered 
in a hate crime by a group of young 
white people in 2011 in Jackson. 
Since convicted, several in the 
group who murdered Craig admit-

ted they targeted black people to 
assault.

Norwood said the symbolism of 
the Confederate flag is holding the 
state back. “We need to remove the 
symbolism of the flag from our poli-
cies, as we do the business of Mis-
sissippi,” he said.

Kathy Sykes, community activist, 
said she was at Wednesday’s meet-
ing because she is a member of the 
AME denomination and believes in 
the racial reconciliation agenda es-

poused by Weary and Winters. “We 
need to dig deeper on these kinds of 
issues,” Sykes said.

She added the message needs 
to be delivered to younger people 
who perhaps don’t understand the 
significance of what happened in 
Charleston.

On Saturday, June 27, 8 a.m. to 
noon, there will be a prayer service 
at Pearl Street A.M.E. Church, lo-
cated at Robinson Road and Ellis 
Avenue.

CHARLESTON
Charleston 
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ble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will 

I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and will heal 
their land.”

The 100 Concerned Clergy 
for a Better Jackson was estab-
lished in 1999. 

Marchers stop in front of the Daughters of the Confederacy building during a vigil in memory of the Emanuel AME 
Church shooting victims Saturday, June 20, 2015, in Charleston, South Carolina. Photo: AP

the local prayer vigil on Father’s Day closed with ‘We Shall overcome’ Photo BY AYEShA K. MUStAFAA

the Jackson vigil at Black’s Chapel M.B. Church on Father’s Day PhotoS BY GAIL BRoWN

Nine victims of the Charleston church shooting. top row: Cynthia hurd, Rev. Clementa Pinckney, Rev. Sharonda 
Coleman-Singleton Middle row: Daniel Simmons, Rev. Depayne Middleton Doctor, tywanza Sanders Bottom 
row: Myra thompson, Ethel Lee Lance, Susie Jackson 

Why you can’t kill the 
Spirit of Mother Emanuel

Mission Mississippi 
appeals for reconciliation

You can kill a man, but you 
can’t kill an idea. Similarly, 
you can massacre members of 
a congregation and assassinate 
the state senator who served as 
their pastor, but you cannot kill 
the mission and spirit of the 
church to which they belong. 

And the spirit of Emanuel 
African Methodist Church in 
Charleston, South Carolina is 
one worth preserving, and cel-
ebrating, in the wake of this 
Wednesday’s tragic act of do-
mestic terrorism that occurred 
there. 

Emanuel AME Church is 
the oldest African Methodist 
Church in the South, and it has 
long served as a bulwark for 
organized defiance to white su-
premacy and discrimination. 

Founded by freed black 
slaves, it was affectionately 
known as “Mother Emanuel,” 
and the institution’s history of 
challenge and resistance mir-
rors the movement toward ra-
cial progress that it fostered in 
the South. 

In 1816, Mother Emanuel 
church was investigated for 
its role in a planned slave re-
bellion organized by Denmark 
Vesey, one of its founders. 
Vesey was executed. 

Then, for 30 years beginning 
in 1834, its parishioners had to 
worship secretly because of a 
ban on black churches. Moth-
er Emanuel was burned down 
only to be rebuilt, and shut 
down by the state only to con-
tinue operating as a symbol of 
resilience and devotion. 

Throughout 
it all, the con-
gregation en-
dured, and the 
church hosted 
d i g n i t a r i e s 
from Booker 
T. Washington 
to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, 
Jr. in the de-
cades that fol-
lowed the Civil War. 

Mother Emanuel’s pastor, 
who was slain in the violence 
Wednesday, was a man that 
we have both had the honor of 
knowing. Reverend Clementa 
Pinckney truly represented 
the mission and movement of 
Mother Emanuel. 

Rev. Pinckney was a pastor 
at age 18, an elected official at 
age 23, and a South Carolina 
state senator at age 27. 

He was known for his kind-
ness, his commitment to com-
munity, and his strong and pas-
sionate voice. He fought for 
police accountability and gun 
control in a state where both 
fights were uphill battles, but in 
the spirit of his church he did 
not let that defeat him.

There were eight other 
victims that day: Sharonda 
Coleman-Singleton, Cythia 
Hurd, Tywanza Sanders, Myra 
Thompson, Ethel Lance, Rev. 
Daniel L. Simmons, Susie 
Jackson, DePayne Doctor. 

Three men and six women 
total, together they represent-
ed mothers, grandmothers, 
pastors, community leaders, 
coaches and college graduates. 

In short, they represented a 
devoted and beloved commu-

nity in the best black church 
tradition. Their moment of re-
flection - each praying alone 
and in unison at once - tragi-
cally cut short.

Wednesday’s attack, which 
was motivated by racial hatred, 
will not be the first time that 
the congregation of Mother 
Emanuel church faced an out-
side force that simply could not 
abide the thought of its contin-
ued existence.

Yet, the church still stands, 
and on Thursday afternoon its 
congregation and the commu-
nity joined hands for a pow-
erful rendition of “We Shall 
Overcome.”

 In Hebrew, Emanuel means 
“God is with us,” and there is 
no doubt that God will remain 
with the congregation that has 
seen so much pain, yet so much 
triumph. 

Mother Emanuel AME will 
overcome and her spirit will be 
stronger still.

Ben Jealous is Partner at 
Kapor Capital and former 
President and CEO of the 
NAACP. Jotaka Eaddy, a native 
South Carolinian and member 
of the A.M.E. church, is a po-
litical strategist and advocate 
and former Senior Advisor at 
the NAACP.

Jealous

Valerie Jenkins, founder of Family First 
Counseling Group, with Pastor James 
Shoulders of Rising Sun M.B. Church

Dr. Samuel h. Boyd Sr., pastor of Pearl Street A.M.E. 
Church, and Nettie Winters, president of Mission 
Mississippi

Sam Bruce, president of Sam & 
Sandie Bruce Ministries attends 
news conference 

Kathy Skyes and State Sen. Sollie B. 
Norwood    PhotoS BY StEPhANIE R. JoNES

Eaddy

By Ben Jealous 
and Jotaka Eaddy
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
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Mississippi is among 41 states 
that celebrate Juneteenth. This year 
Saturday, June 20, in deference to 
the celebration of African American 
heritage, citizens exercised goodwill 
and gathered at the city of Jackson’s 
sponsored event in Battlefield Park, 
953 Porter St.

William Sabree, president of the 
Juneteenth Celebration Steering 
Committee, explained why it is im-
portant to continue this celebration. 
“Just as we celebrate Independence 
Day, there were also enslaved Amer-
icans who made great contributions 
to the struggle and to the history of 
America. 

“Sometimes we forget George 
Washington Carver was a scientist. 
Frederick Douglass never went to 
school and taught himself to read 
and became assistant to the president 
and ambassador. The shackles are 
off our feet but not off our minds.”

On hand were local artists pro-
viding ancestral education through 
storytelling, poetry, dance, and the 
blues. Jerry Jenkins of Hasan Drums 
LL.C. described the Mandingo Af-
rican American culture. Mandingo 
warriors tried to stop slavery, he 
said. They were the first ones killed, 
and slave masters stopped Djeli (oral 
historians) from telling their stories.”

He said that the Africans’ music 
went from “happy” music to the 
blues, as they “were stripped of their 
music when [they were] enslaved 
from Africa,” although struggling to 
keep its essence.

Attenders were invigorated by 
the Hasan Drums’ soul stirring, 
rhythmical movements of swaying, 
stomping, and feet-patting. The en-

semble performed dances such as 
KuKu (dance of celebration) and 
Lamban (storyteller rhythm which is 
used for weddings).

Dance director Chiquila Pearson 
moved from the Community En-
semble in East St. Louis, Illinois, 
started independently in Jackson 
and has been dancing in Mississippi 
since 1997.

Spoken word artist JaMar Elliott 
(known as Tadnips) pleased the 
listeners with two original poems, 
“Boats” and “Gullible Public.” His 
vocal tones and dynamic moves left 
indelible impressions and instilled in 
youth a need for “positive growth” 
and “change.”

Community volunteers were 
pleased to be part of the significant 
occasion. Niquitta Wolfe of Jack-
son Black Pages expressed that the 
event “provides comfort to citi-
zens.” Christina Cooper stated, “The 
people in Jackson come together 
positively to celebrate Juneteenth, 
and there is more appreciation of our 
culture.”

Miss Black Metro Jackson Kristy 
Johnson quickly added, “We’re cel-
ebrating our history. It’s important 
to learn our history. We should in 
essence understand our heritage and 
no one can take our history. Every-
one has his or her story.”

Johnson referenced “herstory” 
ending her comment with: “As an 
African American woman, it is im-
portant to understand trials and trib-
ulations and to celebrate everything 
our ancestors have done.”

Then there was John Chambers, 
Jackson native, who said, “I’m hav-
ing a good time and it’s nice. I hope 
we’ll have many more [Juneteenth 
celebrations]. I’m enjoying my 

people and the great forum for can-
didates.”

Hinds County Board of Supervi-
sors District 5 candidate Henry D. 
Fuller explained that Juneteenth was 
a celebration he always “enjoys.” He 
asserted, “It’s great we can come to-
gether as a community and celebrate 
our freedom, especially in the light 
of the recent tragedy in South Caro-
lina.”

From Los Angeles were spouses 
Tarrance and Charity Maxie and 
their baby T. J. (Max). Born in 
Greenville, Charity stated, “I feel so 
proud today being a part and coming 
back to my homeland [Mississippi] 
to celebrate. It [Juneteenth] encour-
ages me to push forward. It’s such a 
sense of community and back to the 
center of where we are as a people.”

City Councilman Melvin Pries-
ter Jr. of Ward 2 said he loved Ju-
neteenth because “it’s an event that 
occurred in black history when the 
slaves finally learned they were free. 
And until we started making June-
teenth important, that was a bit of 
history that was lost to many of us 

and now it’s come 
back to light.”

He added, “I 
encourage people 
to use today to 
learn more about 
black history and 
American history; 
a lot of the things 
we experience 
today aren’t new. 
What happened 
in Charleston 
(Mother Emanuel 
AME Church 
murder of nine 
faithfuls) is the 
type of domestic 
terrorism against 
black people that goes back from the 
beginning of this country through 
the Civil War and events we cel-
ebrate with Juneteenth.”

Juneteenth has been celebrated for 
five years in Jackson. The Steering 
Committee includes William Sabree 
(president), Monique Matt, Thomas 
Hill, and Terrance Anderson.

What is Juneteenth? What is its 

origin? Why is it 
celebrated? Also known as Freedom 
Day, Juneteenth is a holiday that 
originated in the United States two 
and a half years after President Abra-
ham Lincoln signed the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation. 

On June 19, 1865 Major General 
Gordon Granger and his Union sol-
diers landed at Galveston, Texas and 
announced that the Civil War had 

ended and that the enslaved were 
“now free,” as he read a general or-
der which freed the 250,000 slaves 
living in Texas. 

So a day of long-awaited libera-
tion for the African slave in America 
came on June 19, 1865.

For further information on Ju-
neteenth, contact William Sabree at 
601-940-0456. Visit the website na-
tionaljuneteenth.com.

Historic ‘Juneteenth Independence Day’ 
commemorated in Jackson at Battlefield Park
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

Hasan Drums LL.C. member performs Dancing to African sounds

William Sabree, presi-
dent of the Juneteenth 
Steering Committee, 
gives Juneteenth history

Jerry Jenkins, Chiquila Pearson 
and daughter enjoy Juneteenth 
festivities in Battlefield Park

Juneteenth becomes a family outing for Tarrance, Charity 
and son T. J. (Max) Maxie PHoToS By JANiCe K. NeAL-ViNCeNT



The U.S. Conference of 
Mayors (USCM) this week 
recognized Charleston (SC) 
Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr. 
with its highest honor, The 
Distinguished Public Service 
Award, during its 83rd An-
nual meeting in San Francis-
co, California in recognition 
of his extraordinary political 
tenure and unwavering com-
mitment to the organization.

However, because of the 
tragic multiple shooting at 
Mother Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Charleston on Wednesday, 
June 17, Mayor Riley could 
not be in San Francisco to re-
ceive the award in person. 

Mayor Riley, who has cho-
sen not to seek re-election, 
was first elected in Decem-
ber 1975 and is now serving 
an unprecedented 10th term 
as mayor of Charleston. He 
served as president of the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors 
from 1986 to 1987.

In his 40 years as Charles-
ton’s mayor, he has trans-
formed the city into a national 
and international destination 
for tourism, arts, culture and 
design. He has led a city gov-
ernment with an impressive 
record of innovation in pub-
lic safety, housing, children’s 
issues, and economic revital-
ization and development.

Today, the City of Charles-
ton is recognized as one of the 
most livable and progressive 
cities in the United States.

At the national level, May-
or Riley has shared his vi-
sion and expertise with more 
than 1,000 mayors through 
the Mayors’ Institute on City 
Design, which he founded 
through a partnership be-
tween The U.S. 
Conference of 
Mayors and the 
National En-
dowment for 
the Arts.

“It’s no exag-
geration to say 
that Mayor Ri-
ley’s work has 
d r a m a t i c a l l y 
improved the 
physical, cul-
tural and social 
fabric of all cit-
ies across our 
nation,” said 
Kevin Johnson, 
Mayor of Sac-
ramento, Cali-
fornia and pres-
ident of The 
U.S. Confer-
ence of Mayors 
when the award 
was issued.

“He has been 
a guiding force 
within our or-
ganization and 
has provided 
i n v a l u a b l e 
counsel and 
encouragement 
to so many cur-
rent and former 
mayors. For 
this reason, he 
is widely ac-
knowledged as 
the ‘DEAN of 
America’s may-
ors.’”

“Mayor Joe 
Riley’s innate 
political as-
tuteness makes 
him one of the 
best politicians 
in our nation’s 
history. The 
years of his 
s t e w a r d s h i p , 
1975 to 2015 
for his beloved 
city of Charles-
ton were tumul-
tuous years for 

our mayors and our 
nation. He was our 
guiding star through 
the best and the worst 
times,” said Tom Co-
chran, USCM CEO 
and executive director.

“His idea to create 
Mayors Institute on 
City Design coupled 
with his active partici-
pation and support has 
transformed mayors to 
lead the way - imple-
menting MICD rec-
ommendations, which 
today protects the public 
realm and makes our cities 
more human for the millions 
of our people who live, work 
and play in our cities - large, 
medium and small. Joe Ri-
ley’s legacy is alive. We look 
forward to his continued sup-
port and guidance in the years 
ahead.”

Mayor Riley called into the 
Mayors’ meeting on Mon-
day as he was en route to the 
South Carolina state capital 
to urge officials to remove 
the Confederate flag from its 
premises.

“I am sorry I couldn’t be 
with all of you today, but as 
mayors, we understand that 
our jobs call on us to respond 
to our community challenges 
and make sure our communi-
ties are safe,” said Mayor Ri-
ley. “It is an honor to receive 
this award. USCM meetings 
are learning sessions and in-
formal conversations and I 
have always benefitted from 
them. I hope to attend the 
Winter Meeting this January 
to thank the Conference in 
person.”

Mayor Riley was born 
in Charleston in 1943. He 
graduated from the Citadel 

in 1964, and the University 
of South Carolina School of 
Law in 1967. Mayor Riley 
was elected to the South Car-
olina House of Representa-
tives in 1968 where he served 
for six years.

He currently serves on the 
USCM’s Executive Commit-
tee, and is well-known among 
his colleagues for his unique 
style of storytelling, his un-
wavering ability to strike the 
right note with a pithy quote, 
and his southern charm.

The U.S. Conference of 
Mayors is the official non-
partisan organization of cities 
with populations of 30,000 or 
more.

There are nearly 1,400 such 
cities in the country today, 
and each city is represented 
in the Conference by its chief 
elected official, the mayor.
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WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama’s long-pursued 
trade agenda took a giant step 
toward becoming law on Tues-
day, and opponents grudgingly 
conceded they now must fight 
on less-favorable terrain.

A key Senate vote greatly 
brightened Obama’s hopes for 
a 12-nation Pacific-rim trade 
agreement, a keystone of his 
effort to expand U.S. influence 
in Asia. The trade pact would 
be a high point in a foreign 
policy that has otherwise been 
consumed by crisis manage-
ment, and would give Obama 
a rare legislative achievement 
in the Republican-controlled 
Congress.

The Senate voted 60-37 to 
advance his bid for “fast track” 
negotiating authority. That was 
the minimum number of votes 
needed on the procedural ques-
tion. But final passage, expect-
ed no later than Wednesday, 
needs only a simple majority, 
which would let Obama sign 
fast track into law.

The president also wants to 
continue a retraining program 
for workers displaced by in-
ternational trade. House and 
Senate support appears ade-
quate, but even if that measure 
stumbles, the long-coveted fast 
track bill will be on Obama’s 
desk.

“This is a very important day 
for our country,” Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., said. In the strange-bed-
fellows politics of trade, he was 
among the Republican congres-
sional leaders vital in pushing 
the agenda forward, with only 
modest help from Democrats.

The big majority of Demo-
crats, especially in the House, 
oppose free-trade agreements, 
as do the labor unions that play 
important roles in Democratic 
primaries. They say free-trade 
agreements ship U.S. jobs 
overseas.

Obama, major corporate 
groups, GOP leaders and others 
say U.S. products must reach 
more global markets. They say 
anti-trade forces have exagger-
ated the harm done by the 1994 
North America Free Trade 
Agreement, or NAFTA.

Previous presidents have en-
joyed fast track authority. It lets 
them propose trade pacts that 
Congress can reject or ratify, 
but not change or filibuster.

Obama wants to complete 
negotiations for the 12-na-

tion Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, or TPP. 
Members include 
Japan, Mexico and 
Canada. He would 
ask Congress to 
ratify it, following 
weeks or months of 
public scrutiny that 
will give opponents 
another shot.

Several such orga-
nizations said they 
will regroup and 
fight on.

The liberal group 
MoveOn.org said fast track 
“puts the interests of massive, 
multinational corporations 
over those of American work-
ers, consumers, and voters.” 
When the Pacific-rim proposal 
becomes public, the group said, 
“MoveOn members and our al-
lies nationwide will hold our 
elected officials accountable 
and urge them to vote down 
any deal that’s bad for the 
American economy.”

Some anti-free-trade groups, 
however, essentially conceded 
defeat.

“Fast track makes it virtually 
certain that the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP), Trade in 
Services Agreement (TISA), 
and other secret trade deals will 
become law,” said the “Inter-
net-freedom” group Fight for 
the Future.

Tuesday’s Senate vote was 
as painful for the AFL-CIO 
and other unions as it was wel-
comed by the White House. 
Many corporate, agricultural 
and manufacturing groups 
cheered.

The Senate vote “is an im-
portant step towards revital-
izing our economy, creating 
more good American jobs, and 
reasserting our country’s glob-
al economic leadership,” said 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
President Thomas J. Donohue.

The Senate was poised to 
give final passage to fast track 
on Wednesday - or possibly 
late Tuesday - and then address 
three other trade-related bills.

The most important would 
extend trade adjustment as-
sistance, which provides aid 
and retraining to workers dis-
placed by international trade. 
The House also would have to 
endorse the program for it to 
become law.

The retraining program is 
usually a union and liberal pri-
ority. But House Democrats 
this month voted against it in 
hopes of scuttling fast track, 

which was part of the same 
measure. Obama’s trade allies 
rescued the agenda by decou-
pling the items and passing fast 
track, by itself, in the Senate 
on Tuesday.

Some House Democrats still 
talk of blocking the retraining 
program, because Obama has 
insisted on signing it along 
with fast track. Others, howev-
er, say they’ve lost their legis-
lative leverage and ending the 
program for displaced workers 
would be counterproductive.

Presidential politics threw a 
brief scare into pro-trade sena-
tors early Tuesday. Republican 
Sen. Ted Cruz, a presidential 
hopeful, flipped his vote from 
support in May to opposition, 
saying the issue had become 
“enmeshed in corporate back-
room deal-making.”

The only other senator to 
change positions was Ben Car-
din, D-Md. He voted in favor 
of fast track in May, but voted 
to block it Tuesday.

For all the bitter politics over 
trade, many economists say 
new trade agreements might 
affect the U.S. economy only 
modestly. Jobs lost to trade 
might be roughly offset by jobs 
created, they say.

Still, Obama and others say 
greater U.S. assertiveness 
on world trade will lessen 
China’s influence in Asia and 
elsewhere. Obama said China 
could eventually join the Pa-
cific-rim pact, but China would 
have to abide by its environ-
mental, economic and work-
place rules.

White House spokesman 
Josh Earnest told reporters, 
“our work on trade is not fin-
ished.”

“With bipartisan support 
from Congress,” he said, fast 
track “will help America write 
the rules of the road and ensure 
that our new global economy 
will be constructed to allow 
more hardworking Americans 
to compete and win.”

Senate vote moves Obama’s trade 
agenda to brink of enactment

Charleston (S.C.) Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr. 
receives top award For Distinguished Public 
Service from U.S. Conference of Mayors

Obama Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr.                   AP PHOTO

By Charles Babington and David Espo 
Associated Press From the USNewswire
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STATE

Greetings,
Calls for the removal of Con-

federate emblems from state 
grounds have intensified across 
the country in the aftermath of a 
horrifying tragedy rooted in hate 
and racism. In Mississippi, our 
legislative leaders have the power 
to rid this state of a vestige linked 
to one of our most shameful peri-
ods.

Why hold on to it? Removing 
the Confederate battle cross from 
our state flag is not tantamount 
to denying our history, as some 
contend. To the contrary, we’re 
currently building two edifices 
in Jackson - the Mississippi Civil 
Rights Museum and the Missis-
sippi History Museum - designed 
to educate our nation about our 
turbulent and triumphant past.

I applaud all the elected leaders 
who support the removal of the 
Confederate battle cross from the 
flag. The job of elected officials 
is to act on behalf of those who 

placed them in office.
Our legislative lead-

ers have the ability to 
bring this discussion to 
an end. Removing the 
Confederate emblem 
requires leadership, 
not votes. The flag is-
sue doesn’t need a bal-
lot. It needs leadership.

This topic has the 
potential to take our 
sights off more press-
ing issues that impact 
Mississippi citizens, 
such as education, eco-
nomic development 
and health disparities. 
We should be work-
ing together to lift this 
state and the quality of life for its 
citizens.

We have much to be proud of in 
Mississippi. Our economy is pow-
ered by automotive plants, ship-
yards, farming operations, medi-
cal facilities, manufacturing plants 
and some of the best colleges and 

universities in the country.
We are a tourist destination be-

cause of our culture, culinary de-
lights, and yes, our history. There 
is no need to display a Confeder-
ate emblem that is out of step with 
our present and our future.

 Regards,
 Tony T. Yarber

On Monday, July 6, 2015, at 
the regular meeting of the Hinds 
County Board of Supervisors, 
District One Supervisor Robert 
Graham will introduce a resolu-
tion requesting Governor Phil 
Bryant to take necessary actions 
for the removal of the Confeder-
ate emblem from the Mississippi 

state flag.
Supervisor Robert Graham 

said, “I hear what my constituents 
are saying. We owe it to all our 
citizens and future generations 
to break the chains of systemic 
injustices and leave a legacy of 
hope, not one of division shaded 
by symbols of hatred and inequal-
ity. This one action alone will not 

solve or eliminate racism, but it is 
one single step in the right direc-
tion towards healing our state.”

Supervisor Graham said that his 
intentions are not to dishonor or 
disrespect anyone’s heritage. He 
does recognize the Confederate 
flag to be a part of Mississippi’s 
dark history and feels that the flag 
could be acknowledged for its 

historical value and retired to its 
rightful place … in a museum.

“Yes, the Confederate flag is a 
part of Mississippi’s history, but 
it is also marred with the scars 
of slavery. How can our citizenry 
body as a whole look to this flag 
today with pride knowing that it 
served as a battle cry for oppres-
sion and suffering?”

Graham said the flag should be 
redesigned to show the new Mis-
sissippi, the Hospitality State, that 
we all know and love - a Mis-
sissippi where everyone is wel-
comed regardless of race, color, 
creed, sexual orientation, etc.

This press release is from the 
District One office of Supervi-
sor Robert Graham and is in no 

way intended to reflect the views, 
thoughts, or opinions of any other 
Hinds County board members, 
elected officials, or appointees.

For additional information 
about this press release, please 
contact Robert Graham, Hinds 
County Supervisor District 1, at 
601-968-6689 or email: rgra-
ham@co.hinds.ms.us.

Cong. Bennie Thompson 
applauds MS House Speaker’s 
position on Confederate flag

U.S. Representative Bennie G. 
Thompson (D-MS) released the 
following statement regarding 
the ongoing national debate on 
the confederate battle flag: 

I am pleased that South Caroli-
na elected officials including my 
good friend Jim Clyburn stood 
together against the hate and 
backwards thinking represented 
by the confederate battle flag and 
made the first step to remove this 
controversial relic of history from 
their state capitol.

It is time for Mississippi lead-
ers to do the same. I was heart-
ened by the words of Mississippi 
House Speaker Philip Gunn who 
stepped out against what had be-
come conventional wisdom in 
his party and recognized the of-
fensive nature of the confederate 
battle flag and urged that it be re-
moved. I support his efforts and 
urge other Mississippi legislators 
and elected officials to follow his 

lead.
Mississippi is the sole state 

with an actual depiction of the 
confederate battle flag in its state 
flag.

This flag is not just some piece 
of cloth that bears no importance; 
it is the physical manifestation 
of a time of hate, oppression and 
slavery that split this country at 
its seams.

It also serves as a barrier 
around the entire State of Missis-
sippi telling everyone else in this 
country that progress is not wel-
comed here.

I love the state where I have 
lived my entire life but I will 
not offend the constituents who 
come to my office by having this 
symbol of intolerance greet them 
at the door.

I look forward to the opportu-
nity to work with Speaker Gunn 
and other well-meaning Missis-
sippians to make sure that we all 
have a flag in Mississippi that is 

more in line with the state’s “hos-
pitality state” moniker and less 
grounded in the past.

Thompson also introduced 
Rule IX into the House of Repre-
sentative to remove all such Con-
federate flags from its chambers.

Calls for removal of Confederate 
emblems from state grounds

Hinds County Supervisor to request resolution be sent to Governor Phil Bryant
Supervisor Robert Graham urges removal of Confederate emblem from the state flag
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Kids Fire Academy is de-
signed to educate two consecu-
tive weekly sets of children 
ages 7-14 about fire safety and 
positive lifelong experiences. 
This year’s first weeklong fun-
filled educational activities 
held June 8-12, climaxed with 
graduation at Jackson Fire De-
partment Training Center.

Opera singer and recent Bos-
ton Conservatory Performance 
voice graduate DeAnna Tisdale 
was commencement speaker. In 
her eloquence, Tisdale engaged 
in a question/answer session as 
she appealed to the graduates to 
“keep the fire burning.”

Her acuity of vision spoke 
loudly when she commanded, 
“Find something that will keep 
your life going. Find something 
that will always be fun [be-
cause] school work allows you 
to become what you want to be 
to keep the fire burning.”

Tisdale made it known that 
time investment was essential 
for noteworthy achievements. 
“Practice every day,” she said 
as her eyes glittered. “I sing op-
era and I practice every day. So 
when I go out and I’m on stage, 
I can do the best I can do on 
stage.”

Apart from “practicing” 
homework and schoolwork, 
Tisdale cautioned the young-
sters to surround themselves 
“around people who will moti-
vate you and keep you going.”

She considered this a signifi-
cant venture that would allow 
graduates to gravitate more to-
ward their goals.

Along the way, youth would 
need mentors, Tisdale’s third 
point. Mentors, whether at 
home or away from home, 
claimed the speaker, “instill 
positive growth.” Such growth 
would encourage the graduates 
to progress, rather than retro-
gress.

The consummate speaker 
made her final charge: “Be 
consistent. Have faith and de-

termination. Trust yourself to 
achieve the things you want 
to achieve. Have faith that you 
can carry the heavy load and 
make it.”

Getting fired up and “keep-
ing the fire going,” noted the 
speaker, was the motivation for 
dream achievement and goal at-
tainment. Who better than Tis-
dale to speak such wisdom to 
the children?

Long before graduating from 
Boston Conservatory, she had 
dreams that moved her to ob-
tain degrees from Tougaloo 
College and from the Universi-
ty of Southern Mississippi. Her 
consistent pathway led her to 
obtain all her degrees in music.

The trailblazer rocks a steady 
course as she sets her eyes 
on doing opera in August in 
Canada. She is slated to star in 
the first lead role as Anna Ma-
nurrant from Street Scene by 
Kurtweill and lyrics by prolific 
writer Langston Hughes.

To keep the fire going, the 
slogan was “Failure is not an 
option” which is posted on the 
classroom wall of the Academy. 

Chief Malcolm Alexander, 
the Academy’s brainchild, is a 
staunch advocate of child suc-
cess. He uses the Academy to 
bridge the gap from home to 
the outside world. Accordingly, 
he stated that when children 
leave school, they return home 
and do “grown-up stuff” (wash-

ing, cooking, etc.).
The Academy comes into 

play by teaching the children 
precautionary safety measures. 
For example, they are taught 
how to cook under supervision 
and to never leave food unat-
tended on the stove. In case a 
fire breaks out, dialing 911 is 
a prime mode of expression. 
Children are taught to talk 
slowly, to speak precisely, to 
be patient, and to stay by the 
phone for directions from the 
dispatcher. If the fire is severe, 
they are taught to crawl on their 
knees to escape to safety. Also, 
they are taught cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation (CPR), a 
lifesaving technique for many 
emergencies, including heart 
attack or near drowning.

While classroom activities 
are vital for student intellect 
and socialization, they are ex-
posed to much more - opportu-
nities for further growth occur 
outside the Academy’s walls.

Throughout the week, the cu-
riosity seekers took field trips 
to The Waste Water Treatment 
Plant, The Planetarium, The 
Smith Robertson Museum, and 
area churches. 

What does Alexander desire 
for the Academy? “I want inner 
city and outer city kids of all 
races to come.” He said when 
children are exposed to all rac-
es, they become more learned 
about the world in which they 

live. Ultimately, they grow into 
knowledge and understanding 
of working with human nature.

Among students enrolled 
in the Academy, 10-year-old 
Berangton Wells stands out. 
Staff spoke highly of his coun-
tenance. They recalled that he 
was always on time and was 
always willing to assist them 
with various tasks. 

Wells’ goal is to establish a 
facility like Jackson Fire De-
partment Kids Academy. “I 
would like to get permission 
from the mayor and the presi-
dent to start up a program like 
this one when I become an 
adult,” he said. Claiming he 
had a “fun, happy week,” Wells 
noted, “I would absolutely, 
positively come back.”

Danylin Sanders’ great 
grandmother, Bessie Stewart, 
attended the graduation. She 
commented that she was sat-
isfied with life lessons taught 
by the volunteers, teachers, 
and staff. “I thought they 
were great for the children. 
They will help them along 
the way because they taught 
them skills they can carry 
with them,” she said.

The Academy for Kids is 
free and hosted annually. Ap-
plications are accepted via 
email, JPS, and media out-
lets. They may be picked up 
at 355 W. Woodrow Wilson 
(Fire Station 10).

The LeFleur’s Bluff Chapter 
of The Links, Inc., presented a 
donation to JPS Superintendent 
Dr. Cedrick Gray at the June 2, 
2015 board meeting in support 
of summer reading in Jackson 
Public Schools.

An amount just over $18,000 
was raised through the organi-
zation’s city-wide book drive 

and fundraising campaign, “Just 
Raring to Read.” The funds will 
go to the Middle Schools Divi-
sion for the purchase of sum-
mer reading books for middle 
school students.

In two years, “Just Raring 
to Read” has raised more than 
$50,000 in support of sum-
mer reading in Jackson Public 
Schools.

Co-sponsors with the Links 
and JPS to promote summer 
reading included radio stations 
99 Jamz, Kixie 107, and Gospel 
1300, along with WJTV News 
Channel 12, the City of Jack-
son, McDonald’s and BankPlus.

The campaign took place 
April 25 with collection points 
at all 11 McDonald’s locations 
in the city of Jackson.

LeFleur’s Bluff Chapter of the 
Links, Inc. adds to summer 
reading books total

Kids Fire Academy and 
opera singer DeAnna Tisdale bridge the gap to 
motivate 7– 10 year-olds at climax of 2015 graduation

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson Public School 

District’s Food Service Depart-
ment will be operating its free 
Summer Feeding Program for 
over 5,000 youths ages 18 and 
under from June 8 - July 17, 
2015. Serving time is from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. However, the 
program will be closed on Fri-
day, July 3, in observance of In-
dependence Day.

“We are encouraging all 
JPS children to participate in 
the program and for parents to 

bring or send their children for a 
healthy meal during the summer 
months,” said JPS Food Service 
Executive Director Mary Hill.

The following school sites are 
participating in the feeding pro-
gram:

Blackburn Middle Labora-
tory, 1311 West Pearl Street

Brown Elementary, 146 East 
Ash Street

Callaway High, 601 Beasley 
Road

Clausell Elementary, 3330 
Harley Street

Johnson Elementary, 1339 

Oakpark Drive
Lake Elementary, 472 Mt. 

Vernon Avenue
Lee Elementary, 330 Judy 

Drive
McWillie Elementary, 4851 

McWillie Circle
Peeples Middle, 2940 Belve-

dere Drive
Powell Middle, 3655 Liv-

ingston Road
Walton Elementary, 3200 

Bailey Avenue Ext.
Woodville Heights Elemen-

tary, 2930 McDowell Road

JPS to feed thousands of children 
during the summer months

The Mississippi Link Newswire

JPS will start its Summer Feeding Program June 8 for more than 5,000 youths in Jackson

Commencement speaker DeAnna Tisdale (L) and Kids Fire Academy graduates  PHOTOS BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

Jackson Fire Department Chief Malcolm Alexander provides CPR in-
structions.

Brian Baucom, EMS Coordinator of the Jackson Fire Department, teach-
es children how to check for a pulse.

Representatives of the LeFleur’s Bluff Chapter of the Links, Inc. presenting a check to Jackson Public Schools 
Superintendent Cedrick Gray for the summer reading program
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With an influx in enrollment 
and additional degree programs, 
the College of Science, Engineer-
ing and Technology (CSET) at 
Jackson State University hosted a 
groundbreaking ceremony Thurs-
day, June 18, for a new 24,000 
square-foot, two-story wing to its 
structure on the main campus.

JSU President Carolyn W. 
Meyers welcomed state and lo-
cal government officials and cor-
porate supporters to the event. 
Others joining the celebration in-
cluded faculty, staff, alumni and 
students.

The new building, slated to 
open in late 2016, will house 
classrooms, laboratories and fac-
ulty offices to accommodate the 

university’s growth in teaching 
and research activities in science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM).

Before an audience of more 
than 250 people, Meyers de-
scribed the occasion as a special 
moment. “This event enhances 
the realization about the future of 
tomorrow’s leaders, who will im-
pact the entire world.”

Meyers said the groundbreak-
ing “holds much promise for our 
students and Mississippi’s future. 
We must have a place for faculty 
and students to do their best work. 
This enables us to give every stu-
dent the best education possible.”

State Speaker of the House 
Philip Gunn, commended JSU 
for its remarkable successes. As 

well, the legislator acknowledged 
the extraordinary work of state 
Rep. Angela Cockerham, a JSU 
alum who helped secure funding 
for the proposed facility.

The existing engineering build-
ing houses the civil and environ-
mental engineering programs, 
along with computer and elec-
trical engineering and shared 
laboratories and classrooms. 
However, as the largest- and fast-
est-growing academy on campus, 
the facility has reached its maxi-
mum capacity.

The Phase II addition will ac-
commodate student areas of the 
Department of Computer Science 
and the newly renamed Industrial 
Systems and Technology Depart-
ment.

After Pharrell’s sen-
sational “Happy” song 
spawned a viral video last 
year by Jackson State Uni-
versity’s social media team 
and enchanted tens of thou-
sands of people throughout 
the globe, the social media 
team at JSU is raising the 
tempo with another com-
mercial success “JSU Up-
town Funk.”

With more than 100,000 
views in just a single day, 
the “JSU Uptown Funk,” 
video, which features a spe-
cial shout-out to “Jackson, 
Mississippi,” has already 
eclipsed the nearly 100,000 
views for JSU’s “Happy” 
video.”

Explaining the success 
of the “JSU Uptown Funk” 
video, JSU social media di-
rector Spencer McClenty 
said, “The song Uptown 
Funk was No. 1 on the Bill-
board charts for 14 weeks, 
which is the longest a song 
has held that position this 
century. Additionally, along 
with everyone else in the 
country, our students, alum-
ni and potential students ab-
solutely love the song.”

The popular “Uptown 

Funk” song by British pro-
ducer Mark Ronson fea-
tures vocals from Ameri-
can recording artist Bruno 
Mars.

As well, McClenty said, 
“We felt that we could use 
the song to create a social 
media-based marketing 
video that highlights our 
beautiful campus, our state-
of-the-art buidings and our 
energetic students and staff. 
So far, the results have been 
extraordinary. I have to 
give credit to the team who 
helped produced this video: 
Kentrice Rush, social me-
dia associate; Ashton Hall, 
social media associate;  and 
Kari Thomas, assistant pro-
ducer at JSUTV.”

While the Sonic Boom’s 
J5 drum majors factor 
prominently in the video, 
it also consists of the fancy 
foot moves of frolicking, 
gyrating faculty, staff and 
students - all in good taste, 
of course.

The video also features 
singer-actress Keke Palm-
er and actor Eric Hill Jr. 
The starring duo appear in 
lead roles in the recently 
released film “Brotherly 
Love.”

JSU’s social media team 
asked its followers to help 
the video reach 10,000 
shares on Facebook. With 
more than 8,000 shares, 
views now total more than 
100,000 on Facebook.

The killings that occurred 
in Charleston, South Caroli-
na, last week have re-ignited 
several conversations re-
garding race, the Confeder-
ate War flag, the church, gun 
control and so much more. 
These are conversations that 
should be held and each con-
tains its own sub-topics that 
should be given attention as 
well.

I would like to applaud the 
many organizations and in-
dividuals around the world 
who are not ashamed to hold 
these conversations - be they 
pro or con views. Vocal an-
tagonists help to create con-
versations that may experi-
ence unnecessary shelf life.

One conversation that the 
students of Jackson State 
University recently tackled is 
the exceptional performanc-
es of the African American 
race.  During a recent can-

dlelight vigil held in honor 
of the Charleston Nine who 
were slaughtered on the holi-
est of grounds - the church; 
students gathered to pray, 
sing hymns of love, and pay 
tribute to a group of God-
fearing people - those slain 
in a senseless act by one con-
fused young man who dis-
played hatred for those who 
do not look like him.

The JSU students joined 
other Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities across 
the country to raise their 
voices against this insanity 
while bringing attention to 
the good deeds and successes 
that African Americans con-
tinue to do in their church-
es, educational institutions, 
communities, and organiza-
tions.

After the service for the 
fallen, the event’s coordina-

tor, Miss Jackson State Uni-
versity, Charence Higgins; 
spoke of the many advances 
that have been and are being 
made by the faculty and stu-
dents of the JSU. She spoke 
of love and what positive 
changes can occur within this 
country and beyond through 
constructive developments 
that will help all mankind.

I’m not only sharing this 
because Miss Jackson State 
University is my daughter, 
I’m sharing this because of 
the number of students, fac-
ulty, staff and administrators 
who proudly displayed their 
sense of pride by being born 
of or associated with the Af-
rican American race.

Their presence at this event 
serves as a symbol to the 
world that we are all capable 
of exceptional things because 
we are all the children of one 
God and that pride is shown 
without hesitation at “Thee I 
Love” - One JSU!

Two students who were a 
part of one of Alcorn State Uni-
versity’s student organizations 
are making the best of their 
summer vacation by expanding 
their minds.

Sophomores and former 
members of Leadership Alcorn 
Joy Applewhite and Dara Rob-
ertson accepted internships this 
summer.

Applewhite is studying 
abroad in Taiwan at the Nation-
al Taiwan Normal University in 
Taipei where she will spend the 
next two months learning the 
Mandarin Chinese language. 

Robertson, who was the 
president of the organization, 
accepted The Wallace Carver 
Fellowship internship, which 
offers high school and college 
students the opportunity to col-
laborate with world-renowned 
scientists and policymakers 
through paid internships at 
leading United State Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
research centers and offices 

across the nation.
So far, Applewhite is enjoy-

ing the challenge of learning a 
new language and experienc-
ing a culture different from her 
own.

“My experience as a student 
in Taiwan has been wonder-
ful,” said Applewhite. “I had 
no prior experience in the Chi-
nese language, so it has been a 
completely new journey for me. 
Mandarin Chinese is an intense 
language, but once it is mas-
tered, it becomes a language of 
art. The food here is amazing.
The people are so friendly. And 
living in the world’s second 
most safe country is comfort-
ing.”

Robertson credits her posi-
tion with Leadership Alcorn 
for giving her the courage to 
pursue greatness. She too is 
pleased with her internship.

“It has been an amazing ex-
perience thus far and I am ex-
cited to see what all is in store,” 
said Robertson. “Serving as the 
president of Leadership Alcorn 

has prepared me to stand up and 
lead, pursue my dreams, and to 
leave a trailblazing mark wher-
ever I go. Greater is in store for 
me and I cannot wait to see the 
fruits of my labor.”

The Office of Student En-
gagement created Leadership 
Alcorn, which is an organiza-
tion geared towards offering 
freshmen leadership develop-
ment skills and opportunities. 
The organization’s main focus 
is to better prepare freshmen 
for leadership opportunities in 
capacities such as Student Gov-
ernment Association, Greek life 
and student ambassadors.

CSET’s growth shakes up earth during 
campus groundbreaking ceremony
The Mississippi Link Newswire

With over 100,000 views in single 
day, ‘JSU Uptown Funk’ video a 
viral social media success

Proud to be “One”

Leadership Alcorn students 
participate in summer internships

Rep. Angela Cockerham speaking at groundbreaking ceremony.

Jackson State University students at a gathering to pay tribute to the Charleston Nine while also displaying pride in the 
strides of the African American race.

The popular “Uptown Funk” song features vocals by artist Bruno Mars.

Applewhite

The Mississippi Link Newswire

One of Alcorn State Univer-
sity’s professors continues to 
represent the University on a 
high level.

Dr. Girish K. S. Panicker, 
associate professor and di-
rector of the Center for Con-
servation Research at Alcorn, 
was appointed as a member of 
the Science Advisory Board 
in Washington, D. C. The or-
ganization will be involved in 
advising policy makers, scien-
tists, and administrators.

Panicker will be represent-
ing most of the southeast re-
gion of the United States in 
organic research and produc-
tions.

Panicker humbly accepted 
the honor. He said the recogni-
tion that Alcorn is receiving is 

well deserved.
“This is a great honor for 

me and great recognition for 
Alcorn,” said Panicker. “It is 
great that Alcorn’s advanced 
research techniques that are 
applied to produce the high 
quality organic fruits and veg-
etables to maintain a healthy 
community is being recog-
nized.”

The Science Advisory Board 
is a community of science and 
medical experts. It connects a 
global network of research, de-
velopment and manufacturing 
professionals to collaborate 
on shaping the future of sci-
entific technology. Members 
share their knowledge and ex-
perience with the community, 
advise and consult leading life 
science companies, and earn 

rewards for 
their en-
gagement.

P a n -
icker’s re-
search has 
f o c u s e d 
extensively 
on under-
s t a n d i n g 
how crop-
ping and 
management practices affect 
erosion rates with a particular 
focus on cover-management 
factor (C-factor) calculation 
and residue management.

Much of his research takes 
place in organic and sustain-
able agriculture systems.

Panicker also serves as a 
bridge between the scientific 
and agricultural communities.

Alcorn professor appointed to 
Science Advisory Board

Panicker

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
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Racial tension 
in this country 
took an unex-
pected turn for the 
worse on Wednes-
day with the kill-
ing of nine African 

Americans in Charleston South 
Carolina.

The accused killer, Dylann Roof, 
21 years old, was apprehended in 
Shelby, North Carolina the very 
next day. It appears this will be 
tried as a hate crime. In my opinion 
it should be.

When you are brazen and bold 
enough to go into a Wednesday 
night prayer service and Bible 
study, sit through most of it and 
then open fire, hate is the word that 
should characterize your actions.

The city of Charleston has come 
together to condemn this act of vio-
lence. The descendants of slaves 
and slave owners joined hands as 
prayer vigils were held all day into 
the evening.

The mayor of Charleston and 
governor of South Carolina have 
asked for prayer and peace for the 
citizens of the city and the state.  
Governor Nikki Haley said, “The 
heart and soul of South Carolina 
was broken.”

President Obama offered his 
condolences to the families, in par-
ticular to Rev. Clementa Pinckney, 
who was the pastor of Emanuel 
AME Church where the shooting 
took place. Pinckney was one of 
the nine people killed.

I listened to the breaking news 
in shock and disbelief. Didn’t 
America learn anything from the 
Birmingham, Alabama church 
bombing that killed four little black 
girls 52 years ago during the Civil 
Rights era?

I have always thought of 
churches as safe places. Yet again, 
I always thought of schools as safe 
places. We know now from the 
school shootings in Colorado and 
Connecticut that they are not. As a 
result, in cities across America, we 
have school resource officers with 
guns who protect our children and 
teachers.

Now looming large on the 
American landscape will be an ef-
fort to have a police presence in and 
outside of our places of worship.  
America, what are we becoming?  
Slowly in the eyes of some, we are 
becoming a police state.

One day we might be carrying 
guns into the church house. It will 

be like the cowboy channel I watch 
on Saturday morning. It will be the 
Wild Wild West in 2015. Please 
know, God is not pleased with us!

Why does it take some ma-
jor tragedy to happen before we 
see the races coming together? It 
should not take mass murder for us 
to understand we are our brother’s 
and sister’s keeper.

Can’t we have community meet-
ings about the way we treat one an-
other. Maybe learning more about 
our neighbors would be a start. I 
knew everyone in my neighbor-
hood in Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina. Doors left open and win-
dows unlocked didn’t mean rob-
bery, it meant trust. Now, we triple 
bolt our doors, tell our children not 
to speak to anyone. And if we run 
out of sugar at night, too bad.

The bond for the weapons charge 
against Dylann Roof has been set at 
$1 million. How can you kill nine 
people in a church no less and have 
a bond set at $1 million? Is that the 
highest that it can be set? If not, that 
is a sad commentary on the state of 
South Carolina.

With South Carolina being one 
of the country’s leaders in having 
hate groups, he could possibly get 
the necessary bail money. Now if 
that happens, shame on the Pal-
metto State.

How about no bail and place 
him in an undisclosed location on 
suicide watch until he needs to ap-
pear in public. And how about not 
letting anyone see him until abso-
lutely necessary.

Unfortunately, there are more 
Dylann Roofs out here. They are 
simply waiting for the right op-
portunity to strike unsuspecting 
victims. Hate groups have as their 
primary objective to extinguish 
whatever is good about this great 
land.

Symbols in this land have a great 
influence on what happens in a par-
ticular region. South Carolina has 
the confederate flag flying aside the 
state capitol in Columbia, on a civil 
war monument.

This flag represents a time in his-
tory for black people that we would 
like to forget. Yet each day we see 
that flag brings back the memories 
of slavery, injustice and inequality.  
It is difficult for me to see how jus-
tice and equality can prevail when 
there is a symbol of injustice that 
serves as a constant reminder.

Maybe in the healing process, 
conversations will start about how 
to bring down that flag. Also how 
can citizens, both black and white, 

in Charleston take steps toward 
conversations on the lingering and 
festering racial problems?

Nine people were killed with a 
handgun; gun violence could stop 
in South Carolina. Just maybe it 
could be a signal for other states to 
act. Is this the time to mount the ef-
fort? I hope so.

Let us pray for the families of 
those affected by this senseless 
tragedy. Our country is the great-

est country in the world. Let’s act 
like it.

(Editorial note, the bail set was 
for the weapons charge; for the 
nine murder charges, legally no 
bail can be set.)

Dr. James B. Ewers Jr. is presi-
dent emeritus of the Teen Mentor-
ing Committee of Ohio. He is an 
author and motivational speaker. 
He can be reached at ewers.jr56@
yahoo.com

As we now 
know, Rev. 
Clementa Pinck-
ney and his fel-
low congregants 
of Charleston’s 
Emanuel African 

Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Charleston, S.C. gathered as usual 
in the historic edifice June 17 for 
their Wednesday evening prayer 
service.

They came, as always, to re-
fresh their religious faith, to testify 
and bear witness to the impor-
tance of living a life of righteous-
ness and to extend to all, including 
the stranger in their midst, their 
welcome and their trust.

How could they know that he 
represented a monstrous evil that 
would consume them? So, once 
again, American society has been 
wounded by the dangerous forces 
of hatred and violence that have 
always shadowed the gleaming 
idealism of the American Creed.

As usual, when the mask of 
American innocence slips, the 
crowd that loves to glibly boast of 
“American exceptionalism” ran 
for cover.

Fox News propagandists led 
the way in desperately fleeing 
from the clear evidence of Dylann 
Roof’s racism. Instead, they 
claimed he was striking against 
Christianity and “religious free-
dom.” Revealingly, the same pose 
was adopted by the Internet’s 
overtly white-supremacist web-
sites and the trolls of the right-
wing Twitter mob.

But Dylann Roof’s own words 
and Facebook posts leave no 
doubt of his motivation - and 
leave no room for the cowardice 
of not confronting them.

President Obama gave voice 
to “the heartache and the sadness 
and the anger” the massacre pro-
voked in decent people when he 
said, “we as a country will have to 
reckon with the fact that this type 
of mass violence does not hap-
pen in other advanced countries ... 
with this kind of frequency.

“And it is in our power to do 
something about it ...; the politics 
in [Washington] foreclose a lot 
of those avenues right now. But 
it would be wrong for us not to 
acknowledge it. At some point, 
it’s going to be important for the 
American people to come to grips 
with it, and for us to be able to 
shift how we think about the issue 
of gun violence collectively.”

In those words, the president 
spoke, substitute for “gun vio-
lence” the words “slavery” and/
or “racism” and you have why, 
for many black Americans, the 
terrorist attack at Emanuel AME 
scourged a profound historically-
rooted pain.

Yet, even in this moment of 
grief, we ought to recognize the 
several truths that offer “the buoy-
ancy of hope,” said the president, 
quoting Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

One truth lies in our learning 
something of the very people - a 
cross-section of the American 
people - who were gunned down. 
Their being lost to the whirlwind 
of evil shouldn’t be allowed to 
obscure their fundamental good-
ness and commitment to Chris-
tianity’s most cherished precepts 
- as shown in their families’ heart-
rending declarations of forgive-
ness toward Roof.

“We are the family that love 
built,” said Bethane Middleton-
Brown, sister of DePayne Mid-
dleton-Doctor, during the June 
19 court hearing on the charges 
against Roof. Middleton-Brown 
said her family has no room for 
hate in their hearts, before add-
ing, “I also thank God I won’t be 
around when your judgment day 
comes with him.”

The tragedy has also under-
scored the real and symbolic 
meaning to black Americans of 
the black church.

It was and remains our piece 
of the rock: a refuge against the 
storm of racism and malicious in-
difference that has swirled about 
us outside its walls; a vault that has 
held the treasures of fellowship 
and the space to practice commu-
nal leadership as well as religious 
faith; and an armory where black 
Americans forged and buffed to 
a luminous shine both their civic 
faith in the American Ideal and the 
weapon - nonviolent protest - they 
would use to demand the full mea-
sure of their American citizenship.  

Another insight is that Emanuel 
AME is “historic” not just because 
of its early 19th-century founding 
but because it met again and again 
the challenge of being a full-ser-
vice black communal institution.

In that regard, Mother Emanuel 
is, thankfully, far from unique. 
Innumerable black communities 
across the country have a “Mother 
Church” of this or that Protestant 
denomination whose roots go 
back to at least the late 1800s.

Another bright gleam the trag-
edy cannot extinguish was the 
immediate rush of people of all 
backgrounds to stand in solidarity 
with the congregants of Mother 
Emanuel. That was most dramati-
cally illustrated by the actions of 
Debbie Dills and Todd Frady, two 
white North Carolinians whose 
call to a local police officer in the 
morning of June 18 directly led to 
Dylann Roof’s capture.

Dills, who spotted Roof in his 
car while she was driving to her 
job at Frady’s florist shop, said, “I 
saw the news coverage last night. 
... Since it happened, I was pray-
ing for them and the church. I was 

Former U.S. 
Senator Bill Brad-
ley is fond of say-
ing, “Slavery was 
America’s original 
sin, and racism 
remains its unre-

solved dilemma.”
But the unwillingness to face 

up to the raw racism that led to the 
murder of nine African Americans 
attending Bible study at a church 
in Charleston, S.C. proves that the 
problem is more than just an unre-
solved dilemma.

Judging by public opinion polls, 
most whites live year-round in the 
51st state - the state of denial.

Recall the facts: Dylann Roof, 
a 21-year-old avowed white su-
premacist, entered Emanuel AME 
Church in Charleston and mur-

dered nine, unarmed African Amer-
icans, ranging from 26 to 87 years 
old. Each victim was shot multiple 
times.

We have the murderer’s own 
words, that his goal was to “start 
a race war,” according to law en-
forcement officials who took Roof 
into custody.

Within minutes after his name 
was made public, Dylann Roof’s 
white supremacy views became 
widely known. A photo on his 
Facebook page showed him wear-
ing patches with the flags of white 
minority-ruled South Africa during 
the apartheid era and Rhodesia, 
now Zimbabwe. Both flags are 
popular symbols associated with 
white supremacists in the U.S.

Another photo posted on Face-
book by one of Roof’s friends 
showed him leaning against an au-
tomobile sporting the license plate, 

“Confederate States of America.”
Several days after the rampage, 

Roof’s racist manifesto was discov-
ered. In it, he said: 

“Anyone who thinks that White 
and black people look as differ-
ent as we do on the outside, but 
are somehow magically the same 
on the inside, is delusional. How 
could our faces, skin, hair, and body 
structure all be different, but our 
brains be exactly the same? This is 
the nonsense we are led to believe.

“Negroes have lower IQs, lower 
impulse control, and higher testos-
terone levels in general. These three 
things alone are a recipe for violent 
behavior….”

Toward the end, he wrote:
“I chose Charleston because it 

is the most historic city in my state 
and at one time had the highest ra-
tio of blacks to whites in the coun-
try. We have no skinheads, no real 

KKK, no one doing anything but 
talking on the internet. Well, some-
one has to have the bravery to take 
it to the real world, and I guess that 
has to be me.”

Some conservatives tried to 
make the shootings a gun issue. 
After several Fox personalities 
suggested that ministers arm them-
selves, Steve Doocy chimed in, “If 
somebody was there, they would 
have had the opportunity to pull out 
their weapon and take [the shooter] 
out.” 

But it’s not that simple.
“Fox & Friends used a mass 

shooting at a South Carolina 
church to baselessly promote the 
carrying of guns as a solution to 
prevent such attacks - even though 
research indicates that civilians are 
more likely to harm themselves or 
someone else than stop a criminal 
when they have a gun, and there is 

‘no evidence that arming civilians 
stops mass shootings,” observed 
mediamatters.org

After conducting a five-month 
investigation, Mother Jones maga-
zine concluded: “In the wake of 
the massacres this year at a Colo-
rado movie theater, a Sikh temple 
in Wisconsin, and Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Connecticut, 
we set out to track mass shootings 
in the United States over the last 30 
years. 

“We identified and analyzed 62 
of them, and one striking pattern in 
the data is this: In not a single case 
was the killing stopped by a civil-
ian using a gun. And in other recent 
(but less lethal) rampages in which 
armed civilians attempted to inter-
vene, those civilians not only failed 
to stop the shooter but also were 
gravely wounded or killed.

“Moreover, we found that the rate 

of mass shootings has increased in 
recent years - at a time when Amer-
ica has been flooded with millions 
of additional firearms and a barrage 
of new laws has made it easier than 
ever to carry them in public places, 
including bars, parks, and schools.”

Clearly, the rampage in Charles-
ton, S.C. was not about attacking 
Christianity or the need for more 
guns. It was about racism - an issue 
this country has always been reluc-
tant to address.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion News Service (NNPA) and 
BlackPressUSA.com. He can be 
reached through his Web site, www.
georgecurry.com. Follow him at 
www.twitter.com/currygeorge and 
George E. Curry Fan Page on 
Facebook.

?Ask Alma

Deciding to move on
Dear Alma,
I have been with this person 

for six years, and we’ve had our 
up and downs, like any relation-
ship. We are living apart but he 
still wants us to keep our friend-
ship. I don’t, because he needs to 
get himself together financially 
and mentally.

Basically, I feel if someone 
truly loves you, they will do 
whatever it takes to be with the 
person. He’s just not moving fast 
enough for me. I do love him and 
want to be with him, but I can’t 
wait any longer. 

Now my problem is trying to 
move on and forget him. What’s 
the best way to handle this?

 
Dear Trying to Forget,
Six is the magic number. So 

you’ve been with him for six 
years. 

You guys don’t live together; 
you aren’t engaged, and he needs 
to get it together. He wants to 
continue a “friendship” but you 
want more. And since he hasn’t 
obliged, you’re ready to move on.

First, I applaud you for making 
the decision to break it off, rede-
fine, redirect and find your joy. 
Some people stay in an unful-
filled relationship for the sake of 
being in a relationship, and that’s 
never a healthy decision.

Truth be told, let’s give him 
credit: a friendship is all that he 
wants, and a friendship is all that 
he has to offer - to you. You, on 
the other hand, have decided 
that’s not enough, and that’s okay. 

You know ‘you’ better than 
anyone else. By making the 
decision to break it off and move 
on in your mind, all you need 
now is for your heart to catch on. 
That ol’ heart always takes a little 
more time with this sorta thing, 

doesn’t it?
While working through the 

heartache, keep in mind - after a 
break-up, we think...and ponder 
... and reminisce ... about how 
we wish it could have been. I call 
that the coulda, shoulda, woulda 
stage.

Since you will be thinking 
about it, for a little while anyway, 
put yourself on the path of think-
ing about the real deal of what’s 
been happening for the past six 
years. Write it down. That way, 
you can recall and reread what 
really happened and how it made 
you feel.

Now, the next step toward 
moving on - take the time to 
refuel. I’d suggest focusing on 
what brings you strength. If 
there’s a particular minister or 
motivational speaker you like, 
listen to them, every day. If you 
like to walk, run, dance, workout, 
swim, do that for yourself - every 
day - or as much as you can. 

Download your best pick-me-
up songs on your iPod, and listen 
to them. Hum along and take it 
all in.

Let’s imagine you’re prepar-
ing to take a long road trip. Close 
your eyes, see yourself at a gas 
station; you’re filling up your 
tank - a red sports car, I hope, 
LOL.

Do the same for your heart 
- refuel. Keep busy, find a new 
hobby. How about volunteering 
at church, with the elderly, a char-
ity, or with kids?

Take the focus off him and 
focus on you. Use this time to 
allow yourself to work on being 
the best person you can be who 
without a doubt is taking the time 
to live her life to the fullest. 

You can do it!
                                    Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advice Columnist

Emanuel AME and the 
buoyancy of hope 

Whites still live in ‘State of Denial’ on race

Killings in South 
Carolina a setback in 
American race relationsBy Lee A. Daniels

NNPA Columnist

By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

By Dr. James B. Ewers Jr.           
Special to The Mississippi Link

in the right place at the right time 
that the Lord puts you.”

That shining compassion, sense 
of kinship and determination to re-
deem a terrible wrong both illustrate 

and justify “the buoyancy of hope” 
that has always fueled black Ameri-
cans’ faith in America and in their 
march toward the future.

Lee A. Daniels is a longtime 

journalist based in New York City. 
His essay, “Martin Luther King Jr.: 
The Great Provocateur,” appears 
in Africa’s Peacemakers: Nobel 
Peace Laureates of African Descent 

(2014), published by Zed Books. His 
new collection of columns, Race 
Forward: Facing America’s Racial 
Divide in 2014, is available at www.
amazon.com



In the glow 
of the days fol-
lowing what my 
husband has ex-
pressed as one of 
the best Father’s 
Day he’s had 

comes another very important 
celebration in my household - my 
birthday.

In less than a week our kids 
(gladly) extended a little extra 
love to their dad and within days, 
it’s momma’s turn to get yet an-
other extra serving of the Hig-
gins’ family love.

Yes, my June 24 birthday is 
one that I highly anticipate but 
it is also something that I don’t 
really celebrate like I once did.  
Don’t get me wrong, when I say 
celebrate, I mean: remind almost 
everyone I know that the day is 
coming, plan a special event just 
for me, have a shopping spree on 
me, etc.; (you get the picture).

Now, I still feel that that day is 
all about me and want my family 
nearby, but surprisingly, it’s not 
about the gifts anymore; now, it’s 
about the love.

I can proudly say that I have ar-
rived to a spiritual and emotional 
point in my life where I firmly 
believe that there is nothing more 
important than love. As a believ-
er, I have often shared the bible 
verse: “Love bears all things, be-
lieves all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things” (1 Corinthians 
13:7). I truly know that there is 
nothing greater than love. Be-
cause we all know that “God so 
loved the world …” Because of 
the greatest love ever given, love 
will never die.

For every day, for every year 
that He gives us, He wants us to 
experience, exhibit and extend 
love. He wants us to live happy 
lives with purpose as we bring 
others close to Him.

I thank you Lord for the won-
derful years of love that I’ve been 
blessed with, the opportunity to 
learn and grow with each year 
and for your divine Son.

Lord, I offer this prayer unto 
you. “Thank you, God for prepar-
ing us all to embrace the good and 
bad that take place in our lives, 
for Your Holy Spirit that watch-
es over and walks with us at all 
times and for your Holy Word, a 
gift that you have given all of 
us to share with others. Because 
of these things, I shall always 
praise your holy name. Amen.”

As you celebrate your special 
days, please remember the verse 
that I often share with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

As a messenger for news in 
and around the state of Missis-
sippi, we want to serve as your 
personal messenger to share 
your good news and testimo-
nies. We want to hear about 
your personal celebrations as 
well as the good news that is a 
part of your places of worship.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or 
mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Black Men - Strong Fathers

MS pastors serve as 
leaders at NBC, USA

One of the 
overlooked fruits 
of the 1960s 
Civil Rights and 
Black Power 
movements was 
the explosive 

success of the black sitcom. The 
politics of media representation 
gave us classics that later gen-
erations will know only through 
reruns.

As a child of the 1980s, I grew 
up watching the Cosby Show, 
Good Times, the Fresh Prince 
of Bel-Air, and Family Matters. 
A common theme in all of these 
sitcoms was the role of strong, 
committed black fathers. Cliff 
Huxtable was thoroughly black 
middle class; he and his wife, 
Claire, were graduates of a fic-
tional HBCU and professionals 
living the good life as they reared 
well behaved children.

James Evans was the hard 
working, blue collar prince of the 
ghetto sticking with his wife and 
kids though everything around 
him looked hand-me-down. 

Judge/Uncle Phil Banks was 
the gentle giant who was some-
how always there for his chil-
dren and “adopted” nephew Will 
though he was a successful litiga-
tor in ritzy Bel-Air.

And Carl Winslow was a hard 
working police officer who was 
nevertheless present for his kids 
and even for his annoying neigh-
bor, Steve Urkel.

These images of committed 

black fathers made a point be-
tween the laughs. They were 
intentionally shifting the cul-
tural narrative away from the 
“deadbeat daddy” stereotype of 
black men. I’m not sure if they 
achieved this goal.

Much of popular television to-
day paints a very different picture. 
Sure, a few sitcoms still show 
great black dads (mostly from the 
late 1990s and early 2000s eras) 
but more and more sitcoms and 
reality TV display pathological 
relationships between men and 
women. Though this celebration 
of pathology is racially inclusive, 
one cannot help but be sensitive 
to the ways in which every day 
black men and women are bur-
dened by such images.

Maybe that’s why I’ve greatly 
appreciated Golden Gate War-
rior Stephen Curry and the ways 
his daughter Riley frustrates re-
porters during her postgame in-
terview interruptions. Curry, an 
unapologetic Christian and proud 
husband, displays before a skep-
tical world that black men can be 
great fathers too.

Recent data released by the 
Center for Disease Control con-
firms that black fathers are more 
likely to be involved in our chil-
dren’s lives when compared to 
other ethnic/racial demograph-
ics. But myths die slow deaths. It 
will be a while before the cultural 
narrative shifts from conjecture 
to truth. And it won’t be an easy 
transition as long as numerous 
black boys and girls grow up 
without their dads in the homes. I 

lament every time I meet a young 
person who tells me that they 
never knew their father, or the 
father they know wasn’t worth 
knowing. We have to do better. 
We can do that by celebrating 
those who are disciplined and 
vigilant enough to be in their 
children’s lives, no matter what 
the costs.

This Father’s Day was my first 
as a dad. Every day I’m thankful 
for the joy my twin sons bring to 
my life. With God’s help, I en-
deavor to love, protect, provide 
for, and discipline them in the 
admonition of the Lord. I want to 
be a Christ-like husband and fa-
ther before them, modeling what 
manhood baptized into Jesus 

Christ should look like.
No one gives us dads a manual 

on how to raise our kids. There’s 
a lot of trial and error, seasoned 
with a ton of grace and mercy. 
But there is a revolution in how 
we imagine black fatherhood. 
I’m certainly glad to be in that 
number.

Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate of 
the University of MS and Duke 
University, serves as the direc-
tor of Student Religious Life at 
Alcorn State University and is 
the pastor of Mt. Helm Baptist 
Church in Jackson. Rev. Rhodes 
is married to Allison Thomas-
Rhodes and they are the parents 
of twin boys: Carroll Edward III 
and Cornelius Josiah. 

Dr. Jerry Young, pas-
tor of New Hope Bap-
tist Church in Jackson, 
is hosting his first Con-
gress of Christian Educa-
tion Session as president 
of the National Baptist 
Convention, USA.

The 110th Annual Ses-
sion, held in Detroit, 
Michigan, ends on June 
26. This year’s sessions 
include information and 
updates on missions, ed-
ucation, evangelism and 
outreach, the prison min-
istry and more.

Renowned preachers 
lend their voices to the 
Christian discourse, set-
ting a standard for others 
to follow. Gifted instruc-
tors share Biblical truths, 
creative ideas and practi-
cal solutions to students 
attending classes. The 
Congress equips Chris-
tian education leaders 
with the necessary in-
formation and teaching 
techniques to fulfill their 
respective roles in their 
local ministries with ex-
cellence.

Baptist ministers, lead-
ers and believers from 
across the country have 
been actively involved 

in the execution of the 
sessions. Two local min-
isters spearheaded or 
are assigned to serve as 
moderators for this an-
nual event. Rev. Mat-
thew Canada, pastor of 
Pilgrim Rest Missionary 
Baptist Church of Madi-
son, serves as president 
of the Moderators Aux-
iliary; and Rev. Rob-
ert McCallum pastor of 
Priestly Chapel Mission-
ary Baptist Church of 
Canton, serves as a lec-
turer.

Some of the June 25-
26 activities include: The 
Congress of Christian 
Education President’s 
Address by Dr. George 
W. Waddles Sr., the 
Young Adult Explosion 
iRock, the Children’s 
Rally, the Youth Rally, 
and the Congress Board 
Meeting.

The National Baptist 
Congress of Christian 
Education Annual Ses-
sion is the education arm 
of the NBC, USA and 
is responsible for teach-
ing and training classes 
covering every aspect of 
Christian Education. The 
training session consists 
of both inspiration and 
instruction.

S U B S C R I B E  T O D A Y !

The Mississippi Link
For more information please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net

Rev. Rhodes with sons Duke and Jozy

P A S T O R A l  P O I N T S

R E I g N I N g  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Pearl Street A.M.E. Church and the Pearl Street Community Develop-
ment Corporation, Inc., located at 2519 Robinson St., Jackson; in con-
junction with the MS Department of Education and U.S.D.A., is hosting its 
fourth free summer feeding program. The meal times for children: breakfast, 
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. and lunch at 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. The summer feeding 
program is available, Monday through Friday through July 31. For additional 
information about the summer feeding program, contact the Pearl Street 
CDC at (601) 355-0001or email debgiles@comcast.net.
Rev. Samuel Boyd is the pastor.

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church, 852A Madison Ave., Madison, 
will host its Father and Daughter Day on Sunday, June 27 from 5 p.m. – 7 
p.m. at Fannin Lanes in Brandon. For more information call 601.856.5654 
or visit www.pilgrimrestmadison.org. Rev. Matthew Canada is the pastor. 

Zion Travelers Missionary Baptist Church, 925 W. Pearl St., Jackson, 
will hold its annual Vacation Bible School July 6 – 10 at 6:30 p.m. The theme 
is “Under the Sea.” For more information call 601.355.5545 or visit ziontrav-
elers@comcast.net

Triumph The Church and Kingdom of God in Christ, 5302 Queen Mary 
Lane, Jackson, will the location of the District Rescue and District Annual 
Conference through Saturday, June 28. The theme is “The Transformational 
Shift of the Mind”, Love–Faith-Hope (Romans 12:2). For more information 
call 601.922.8210 or visit www.triumphthechurchjacksonms.org  Elder Mar-
tha Gibson is the shepherd.

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 11JunE 25 - July 1, 2015

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
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Our first love for 
God begins at salva-
tion. It is impossible 
to really love God 
as a sinner. Like it 
or not, if a person 
rejects the first and 

great commandment, he doesn’t 
love God. He is a sinner.

There’s no way one can break the 
first and great commandment and be 
pleasing and acceptable in the sight 
of God. It is impossible.

When a person comes to God and 
repents, surrenders his life, his heart 
and all to God and is forgiven, he is 
made a new creature in Christ. Old 
things are passed away - old worries, 
old feelings, and old desires.

When all things become new, we 
have a love for God. We have that 
first love, that thrilling and exciting 
experience where it’s easy to love 
the Lord, and we want to please 
Him. We experience the joy of sal-
vation, the realization that we’re for-
given, and we’re no longer a rebel 
against God.

We’re no longer living out-
side and against His law. God has 
planned and intended that we be His 
children.  When a person is saved, 
he is just coming back into right 
relationship with His creator. He is 
becoming complete and fulfilling 
God’s plan.

I believe God’s love is something 
that the unsaved have a hard time 
realizing. They have a hard time 
understanding what happens when 

they’re saved and what their first 
love for God will be and should be.  
This brings peace and happiness in 
life that all in the world cannot com-
pare with.

God, of course, is not like just 
another person. We give our love to 
another person. It is possible that we 
could give that love to a person who 
won’t truly value it, but when we 
love God, there is no risk. There is 
no risk in loving God.

We don’t have to worry whether 
He’ll be faithful, we don’t have to 
worry whether we can always de-
pend upon Him to meet our needs, 
and we don’t have to worry whether 
He’ll always be what we expect Him 
to be. We can trust completely in that 
love and that makes for a great love.

I also believe that our capacity 
to love God should be greater than 
our capacity to love anything else 
because He has designed us to love 
and worship Him. He has designed 
us in His own image and there’s 
something in the heart of man that 
should love and desire to love God.

People feel that desire with many 
other things from time to time, but as 
God planned it, that area in our lives 
can only be properly met through 
loving Him.

Speaking about our first love, I 
think that all of us who are saved to-
day can remember something about 
what it is like to be saved, to feel the 
love of God and to love Him in re-
turn.

In Matthew 22:36-38, we find 
these scriptures, “Master, which is 
the great commandment in the law?  

Jesus said unto him, ‘Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind.’’

Finally, I believe He was trying to 
express the need for it to be a very 
complete love. We need to love God 
with our spiritual being.

The completeness of this com-
mandment and how we are to love 
God completely is a wonderful 
commandment because it involves 
so many areas of our lives. Unfor-
tunately, our first love for God can 

drift away from us. We can leave it.
We can let it slip, and if it happens, 

then we start having some problems.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor 

of Joynes Road Church of God, 31 
Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. 
He is married to Velma L. Green. He 
honorably served in the U.S. Army 
for 20 years. Rev. Green is a mem-
ber of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, Ander-
son, Ind. He serves as chairman of 
the Southeastern Association of The 
Church of God, Inc.

Father’s Day and Men’s Day: two 
wonderful events to acknowledge-
ment love for men who can help 
change and mold lives. At College 
Hill Missionary Baptist Church, 
1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, the 
two celebratory events were com-
bined into one outstanding program 
known as the annual College Hill 
Men’s Day Program.

Focusing on the theme: “Men 
Serving God Through Christian 
Leadership,” the celebration was 
held Wednesday through Sunday, 
June 17 - 21, with the Laymen’s 
Ministry hosting a special Wednes-
day night prayer service. On Friday 
night, a male summit was held.

The topic was “Issues That Mat-
ter:  A Roundtable Discussion on 
Crime, Education, Health and Re-
ligion.” The men gathered again on 
Saturday during the annual Men’s 
Day picnic. The final celebration 
took place on Sunday with a Men’s 
Day breakfast and combined Sun-
day School class which was re-
viewed by Rev. Calvin Peoples, an 
associate minister of the church, fol-
lowed by the Men’s Day program 
worship service.

Jeremiah Barnes presided over 
Sunday’s activities. As he intro-
duced program participants and an-

nounced the perfor-
mances of the Men’s 
Day Male Chorus, 
he exclaimed that 
his greatest joy was 
to introduce the Col-
lege Hill Man of the 
Year, Deacon Jacob 
McEwen. 

McEwen, imme-
diate past chair of 
the Deacons Shep-
herding Ministry, 
currently serves as 
a Sunday School 
teacher, is a mem-
ber of the Layman’s Ministry, the 
Couple’s Ministry and Evangelism 
Ministry. Professionally, McEwen is 
an administrator in the Rankin Cout-
ny School District. He is married to 
Sandra Viverette-McEwen and they 
are parents of sons Terrance and 
Shaun.

Following the Man of the Year 
presentation, the speaker of the day, 
Attorney E. Carlos Tanner, III came 
forth to deliver his message. Attor-
ney Tanner addressed the congre-
gation by thanking the laymen for 
selecting him as the speaker for the 
day. He also congratulated the Col-
lege Hill Man of the Year.

Tanner began his message re-
minding the congregation that there 
is no leadership quite like Chris-

tian leadership but then asked what 
makes Christina leadership so spe-
cial. He stated that we would do as 
good Southern preachers so often 
do, keep his message at three points. 
Which were:

• For Christian leaders, the foun-
dation is the bible. There are dozens 
of books of various leadership tech-
niques but, for Christian leadership, 
there is only one book you need - 
the Christian Leadership Book - the 
Bible

• Christian leadership requires a 
certain amount of suffering. Chris-
tian leaders know that suffering 
has a purpose. Tanner compared 
the murders in South Carolina to 
Christian leadership. He stated, 
“Within 24 hours, family members 
of the slain were telling the alleged 

shooter, ‘I forgive you.’ Now, that’s 
Christian leadership.”

• Christian leadership has a pur-
pose but that purpose is often not 
recognized.

Tanner ended his message by tell-
ing the congregation, “We know that 
Christ came to serve as the ultimate 
role model. We don’t need a good 
leadership book; all we need is the 
Good Book.”

Vernon Jasper, chair of the Men’s 
Day Committee, thanked Attorney 
Tanner for his insightful words, as 
well as the Men’s Day Committee 
for hosting a program that will not 
be forgotten soon.

Rev. Michael T. Williams, the 
church’s pastor, shared similar sen-
timents before offering the benedic-
tion for the program.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

Our First Love

Men’s Day celebration promotes 
christian leadership

Last week, 
the world was 
horrified by the 
racially moti-
vated shootings 
at Emmanuel 
AME South 

Carolina. For many, the fact 
that the 21 year old man who 
confessed to the killings com-
mitted them during the sacred 
time of weekly bible study that 
he participated in for nearly 
one hour made the crime even 
more deplorable. The nonstop 
news coverage of the crime and 
its aftermath emphasized how 
the community came together 
in solidarity against the hate-
ful racial hatred that inspired 
the murders of the nine African 
Americans.

After the shooter was caught, 
many wondered how the fam-
ily members of the slain would 
respond if they had a chance 
to address him. Many would 
understand if they shouted or 
cursed at him in anger. Howev-
er, a powerful lesson in Chris-
tian forgiveness was given 
during the killer’s first court 
appearance two days after the 
shooting. Instead of showing 
the raw emotions of the vic-
tim’s families, this hearing also 
showed the awesome power of 
God’s forgiveness which be-
came a point of media attention.   
Despite the deaths, God got the 
glory.

Rather than seeing the normal 
images of grief-stricken family 
members promising revenge 
for the killings or violent acts of 
retaliation, the world watched 
in amazement as the Christian 
idea of forgiveness was il-
lustrated. In news report after 
news report, audio clips of vari-
ous family members showed 
how they expressed forgiveness 
for the killer. Even more amaz-
ing was the exhortation by one 
victim’s family member that the 

killer would accept Jesus Christ 
as his Lord and Savior.

It was obvious that the vari-
ous reporters and journalists 
could not completely grasp the 
concept of forgiveness. Next 
to the horror of the crimes, this 
point was emphasized in many 
news reports. The victim’s fam-
ilies and community put into 
action the words of Colossians 
3:13: “Bear with each other and 
forgive whatever grievances 
you may have against one an-
other. Forgive as the Lord for-
gave you.”

I must admit that I was also 
amazed at the audio clips of 
the family members, even in 
the midst of their grief, stating 
adamantly that they had already 
forgiven the killer. As I watched 
these reports, I asked myself if 
I could forgive so easily if that 
happened to me. And instead 
of boldly proclaiming that yes 
I could, I had to admit that de-
spite all of my love for Jesus, 
that would be hard for me. I’d 
be able to do it eventually, but it 
would probably take many days 
of prayer and fasting.

As I thought about how I’d 
handle the situation, I also 
thought about how hard it had 
been for me to forgive trans-
gressions that weren’t as ex-
treme as murder. Think about 
how long it took you to forgive 
the person did you wrong.

The victim’s family members 
taught those who were willing-
ly to learn about their selfless 
and uncompromising devo-
tion to God’s word. Resting in 
God’s sovereign power was the 
only way they could show the 
power to forgive.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She can be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com, at 
www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

The power of 
forgiveness 
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ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiD

REsOluTiOn DEClARinG THE inTEnT OF THE CiTy OF JACksOn,
mississippi TO lEVy A TOuRisT AnD COnVEnTiOn TAX in THE 
AmOunT OF OnE pERCEnT (1%) On THE GROss pROCEEDs OF 

sAlEs OF REsTAuRAnTs, HOTEls AnD mOTEls FOR THE 
puRpOsE OF pROViDinG FunDs FOR THE JACksOn COnVEnTiOn 

AnD VisiTORs BuREAu, EFFECTiVE July 1, 2915.

WHEREAS, the 2015 Mississippi Legislature passed Senate Bill 2910 which 
provides for the creation of the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau and the 
levying of a tourist and convention tax; and

WHEREAS, said Bill was signed by the Governor on April 14, 2015, and became 
effective from and after said date; and

WHEREAS, this Resolution is being adopted pursuant to the procedure pre-
scribed in said Bill for the implementation of the tourist and convention tax for 
the purpose of providing funds for the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI;

SECTION 1. That a Tourist and Convention Tax in the amount of one percent 
(1%) is to be levied and collected on the gross proceeds of sales of restaurants, 
hotels and motels in the City of Jackson, Mississippi as defined in Senate Bill 
No. 2910 adopted in the 2015 regular session of The Mississippi Legislature, 
effective July 1, 2015.

SECTION 2. That said tax shall be collected by and paid to Mississippi Depart-
ment of Revenue on the form prescribed by the Mississippi Department of Rev-
enue and in the same manner that state sales taxes are computed, collected 
and paid.

SECTION 3. That this Resolution shall be published in a local newspaper for at 
least two (2) consecutive weeks prior to the effective date of the tax levy, the last 
publication being made no later than ten (10) days prior to July 1, 2015.

SECTION 4. That this Resolution shall be in force and effect from and after its 
passage.

Council Member Priester moved adoption; Council Member Hendrix seconded.

Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester and Stamps.
Nays- None. 
Absent- Barrett-Simon, Stokes and Tillman.

ATTEST:
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk

I, Krisri Moore, the duly appointed qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of 
records of the Council and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify that 
the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City Council at 
its Special City Council Meeting on June 8, 2015 and recorded In Minute Book 
“6-H”.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 15th day of June, 
2015.

Kristi Moore, City Clerk

6/18/2015 6/25/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpARTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn

BuREAu OF BuilDinG, GROunDs AnD
REAl pROpERTy mAnAGEmEnT

JACksOn, mississippi

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Missis-
sippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 07/16/2015, for:

RE:     GS# 207-049 Physical Plant Facility 
 Itawamba Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional:     Pryor & Morrow Architects and Engineers, P.A. - Colum-
bus
  (Columbus, Mississippi, through the Office listed herein)
Address:         Post Office Box 167
  Columbus, Mississippi 39703
Phone:         662-327-8990 
Email:         cmorrow@pryor-morrow.com

A deposit of $250.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kombrek, Director

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015

lEGAl

nOTiCE OF puBliC HEARinG

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR MON-
DAY, JULY 13, 2015 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY 
HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 
TO DISCUSS NAMING THE BASKETBALL COURTS AT TOUGALOO COM-
MUNITY CENTER AS JESSE PATE MEMORIAL BASKETBALL COURT IN 
CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi naming the basketball 
courts at Tougaloo Community Center in honor of Jesse Pate. 

6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

nOTiCE OF puBliC HEARinG

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR MON-
DAY, JULY 13, 2015 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY 
HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 
IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS HONORARILY RENAMING RITA 
COURT AS DERRICK TRIMBLE COURT IN HONOR OF DERRICK TRIM-
BLE IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Resolution of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi establishing the hon-
orary naming of Rita Court as Derrick Trimble Court in honor of the life and 
legacy of Mr. Derrick Trimble. 
 

6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

nOTiCE OF puBliC HEARinG

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR MONDAY, 
JULY 13, 2015 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 
219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 TO DIS-
CUSS HONORARILY RENAMING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DRIVE 
(FROM ANN BANKS STREET TO GRANDBERRY STREET) AS CELLIE B. 
LEWIS DRIVE IN HONOR OF CELLIE B. LEWIS IN CONSIDERATION OF 
THE FOLLOWING: 

Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi establishing the honor-
ary renaming of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive from Ann Banks Street to 
Grandberry Street in honor of Cellie B. Lewis.

6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3017- Two serving lines for Hardy middle school

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) July 13, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge 
by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or docu-
ments may be picked up at the above address. 

6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3016 - Band uniforms for Jim Hill High school

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) July 13, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge 
by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or docu-
ments may be picked up at the above address. 

6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpARTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn
BuREAu OF BuilDinG, GROunDs AnD

REAl pROpERTy mAnAGEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 07/23/2015 , for:

 RE: GS# 421-092 Building 67 Improvements
  Boswell Regional Center

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be 
obtained from:

 Professional: Carl Freiler Nobles Architect 
 Address:     1002 Nobles Lane
   Hazlehurst, Mississippi 39083
 Phone:  601-894-1584
 Email:                  cfnarch@aol.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director

6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpARTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn
BuREAu OF BuilDinG, GROunDs AnD

REAl pROpERTy mAnAGEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, 
until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 07/23/2015 , for:

 RE: GS# 382-003 Civil Rights & History Museums 
  (Tenant Improvement)
  The Mississippi Museums (Office of Capitol Facilities) 
  (Department of Finance and Administration)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be 
obtained from:

 Professional: ECD Architects & Engineers, a Joint Venture 
 Address:     3100 North State Street, Suite 200
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-366-3110
 Email:                  cmyers@cdfl.com

A deposit of $200.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instruc-
tions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and 
Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject 
any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use 
at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director

6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

nOTiCE OF puBliC HEARinG

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR MON-
DAY, JULY 13, 2015 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY 
HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 
IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS HONORARILY RENAMING OAK 
PARK STREET (FROM HOLLYWOOD AVENUE TO CENTER STREET) AS 
MOTHER ARZELIA GRIFFIN DRIVE IN HONOR OF MOTHER ARZELIA 
GRIFFIN IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi establishing the honor-
ary renaming of Oak Park Street from Hollywood Avenue to Center Street in 
honor of Mother Arzelia Griffin.

6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

Advertisement

REQuEsT FOR pROpOsAls (RFp)
sOliD WAsTE AnD RECyClinG COllECTiOn

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting propos-
als from qualified proposers for the purpose of selecting a Service Pro-
vider with which to negotiate a Contract for Solid Waste Collection and 
Recycling in the City of Jackson (as described in the RFP).

The proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

A. Service Provider’s innovative approach to encourage and maintain a 
sustainable solid waste system 
B. Service Provider’s experience, qualifications and references as dem-
onstrated in similar engagements
C. Expertise of key personnel to be assigned to the contract 
D. EBO Plan and commitment to exceeding MBE and FBE participation goals 
E. Cost proposal

The City of Jackson Is committed to the principle of non-discrimination 
in public contracting. It Is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full 
and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the 
City. As a pro-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offerer 
shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) 
Plan, with the bid submission, In accordance with the provision of the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. 
Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Executive Order shall disqualify a 
contractor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For 
more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity 
Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 601-
960-1055. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a 
copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 
223. Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cul-
tivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various 
programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages 
all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, 
as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various projects 
and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal 
by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that In compliance with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 
2000d-4 that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids In 
response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in consideration 
for an award. \

A MANDATORY Pre-Proposal Meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 
29, 2015 at 10:00 a.m., local time, and will be held in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, located on the 1st floor of the Warren Hood 
Building, 200 South President St., Jackson, MS.

Attendance by Proposers intending to submit on the project is required.  
All potential Subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to 
attend.

Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one 
signed original plus five copies included with the proposal) shall be sub-
mitted in a sealed package and plainly marked on the outside of the 
package: “Proposal for Professional Services for Solid Waste Collection 
and Recycling Services.

Proposals must be submitted to the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South 
President Street. Jackson, Mississippi 39201 by no later than 3:30 p.m., 
local time, on Tuesday, July 28,2015.

Interested firms may obtain a copy of the detailed Request for Propos-
als a no charge from the City’s Website at htlp://www.iacksonms.(.iov/
bids or from:

Wanda Tyier Knotts, Solid Waste Management 
City of Jackson 
Department of Public Works 
Warren Hood Building 
200 South President Street 
Jackson, MS 39201 
wknotts@jacksonms.gov

Kishia Powell, Director  Gus McCoy, 
Department of Public Works  Chief Administrative Officer

Terry Williamson 
Legal Counsel, Department of Public Works 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015

lEGAl

nOTiCE OF inViTATiOn TO BiD On CiTy-OWnED pROpERTy
CiTy OF JACksOn

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #80-11-1, located at 0 George Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $500. The City will retain all 
mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The 
outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “George Street Property” with the bid-
der’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened 
on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

nOTiCE OF inViTATiOn TO BiD On CiTy-OWnED pROpERTy
CiTy OF JACksOn

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City 
of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, for the purchase 
of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #423-71, located at 3246 Marion 
Dunbar Street in Jackson, Mississippi.  The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, 
together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For 
additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or 
vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The 
outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “Marion Dunbar Street Property” and 
parcel number with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the 
bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015
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AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids

dEpArTmEnT of finAnCE And AdminisTrATion
BurEAu of BuildinG, Grounds And

rEAl propErTy mAnAGEmEnT
JACkson, mississippi

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, 
until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 07/16/2015 , for:

 RE: GS# 618-040 Bridges & Infrastructure
  Percy Quin State Park

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be 
obtained from:

Professional: Dungan Engineering, P.A. 
Address:     Post Office Box 150
  Columbia, Mississippi 39429
Phone:  601-731-2600
Email:                  noemail@noemail

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015

lEGAl

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTy-oWnEd propErTy
CiTy of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 
2015, for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned C-2), par-
cel #135-13, located at 0 W. Capitol Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids 
for this property will start at $500. The City will retain all mineral rights it 
owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from 
said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von 
Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall 
at 219 S. President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly 
marked:  “Capitol Street Property” and parcel number with the bidder’s 
name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be 
opened on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers 
at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTy-oWnEd propErTy
CiTy of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 
7, 2015, for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), 
parcel #80-13, located at 0 George Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids 
for this property will start at $500. The City will retain all mineral rights it 
owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from 
said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von 
Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall 
at 219 S. President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly 
marked:  “George Street Property” and parcel number with the bidder’s 
name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be 
opened on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers 
at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTy-oWnEd propErTy
CiTy of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #80-11, located at 0 George Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi.  Bids for this property will start at $500.  The City will retain all 
mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The 
outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “George Street Property” and parcel 
number with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  
Bids will be opened on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTy-oWnEd propErTy
CiTy of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 
7, 2015, for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), 
parcel #80-12, located at 0 George Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids 
for this property will start at $500. The City will retain all mineral rights it 
owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from 
said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von 
Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall 
at 219 S. President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly 
marked:  “George Street Property” and parcel number with the bidder’s 
name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be 
opened on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers 
at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bid

ordinAnCE ApprovinG HiGGonBoTHAm AuTomoTivE llC A
rEZoninG from r-4 (limiTEd mulTi-fAmily) rEsidEnTiAl

disTriCT To C-3 (GEnErAl) CommErCiAl disTriCT for propErTy
loCATEd AT 5397 1-55 norTH, CAsE no. 3898.

WHEREAS, Tim Taylor has filed a petition to rezone property located at 5397 1-55 
North, in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, from 
R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District to C-3 (General) Commercial District, 
in order to be more compatible with the adjacent and surrounding C-3 (General) 
Commercial land uses; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required public 
hearing, has recommended approval to rezone the property from R-4 (Limited 
Multi-Family) Residential District to C-3 (General) Commercial District, in order to 
be more compatible with the adjacent and surrounding C-3 (General) Commercial 
land uses; and

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and interested 
citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at 2:30 p.m., 
Monday, May 18, 2015 to consider said change, based upon the record of the case 
as developed before the City Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice of said pe-
tition had been published in the Mississippi Link on April 1, 2015 and April 15, 2015 
that a hearing would be held by the Jackson City Planning Board on April 22, 2015, 
all as provided for by ordinances of the City of Jackson and the laws of the State of 
Mississippi, and that the Jackson City Planning Board had recommended approval 
of the petitioned rezoning of the above described property from R-4 (Limited Multi-
family) Residential District to C-3 (General) Commercial District to be more compat-
ible with the adjacent and surrounding C-3 (General) Commercial land uses; and

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opinion that 
such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and to the best 
interest of the City and that there has been a substantial change in the land use 
character of the surrounding area that justifies rezoning the property and there is a 
public need for additional property in that area zoned in accordance with the request 
in said application since any previous City Council action; and

‘NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI:

That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds Coun-
ty, Mississippi, more particular described as follows:

TRACT A OF DEED BOOK 6145 AT PAGE 224 BEING THE SAME PROPERTY 
AS SURVEYED AND DESCRIBED AS PARCEL 1 BELOW:

PARCEL 1
7.57 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, SITUATED IN SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 6 
NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST, CITY OF JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, MS AND BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY METES AND BOUNDS AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF BLOCK B OF NORTH MEAD-
OWS SUBDIVISION, PART 2 AND THENCE RUN NORTH 89°’49’00” EAST 
ALONG THE NORTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF CEDARS OF LEBANON DRIVE 
FOR 260.00 FEET TO THE WEST LINE OF TRACT B AS DESCRIBED IN DEED 
BOOK 6145 AT PAGE 238; THENCE RUN NORTH 00°11’00” WEST ALONG SAID 
WEST LINE FOR 549.40 FEET TO THE NORTH LINE OF SAID TRACT B AND 
ALSO TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE HEREIN DESCRIBED PARCEL:

FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING, THENCE RUN NORTH 89049’00’ EAST 
ALONG SAID NORTH LINE FOR 29.10 FEET; THENCE, CONTINUING ALONG 
SAID NORTH LINE, RUN NORTH 890’11’42”EAST FOR 221.53 FEET TO THE 
EAST LINE OF TRACT A AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 6145 AT PAGE 224; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 00’°33’18” WEST ALONG SAID EAST LINE FOR 342.17 
FEET TO THE SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF CULLEY DRIVE; THENCE 
RUN ON AND ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE AND ALONG THE 
ARC OF A CURVE TO THE RIGHT, SAID CURVE HAVING A RADIUS OF 448.04 
FEET, AN ARC LENGTH OF 30.28 FEET, A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 
42°’16’32” WEST, A CHORD LENGTH OF 30.27 FEET, AND A CENTRAL ANGLE 
OF 03°52’20”; THENCE, CONTINUING ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE, RUN NORTH 40°’20’22” WEST FOR 197.68 FEET; THENCE, CONTINU-
ING ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE, RUN ON AND ALONG THE 
ARC OF A CURVE TO THE LEFT, SAID CURVE HAVING A RADIUS OF 102.32 
FEET, AN ARC LENGTH OF 89.25 FEET, A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 
65°19’40” WEST, A CHORD LENGTH OF 86.45 FEET, AND A CENTRAL ANGLE 
OF 49°58’43”;THENCE, CONTINUING ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE, RUN SOUTH 89°’43’44” WEST FOR 133.92 FEET; THENCE, CONTINU-
ING ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE, RUN SOUTH 89°40’53” WEST 
FOR 318.21 FEET TO THE WEST LINE OF THE AFOREMENTIONED TRACT 
A; THENCE RUN SOUTH 31°25’59” EAST ALONG SAID WEST LINE FOR 
204.81 FEET; THENCE, CONTINUING ALONG SAID WEST LINE, RUN SOUTH 
89°46’35” WEST FOR 174.11 FEET; THENCE, CONTINUING ALONG SAID 
WEST LINE, RUN SOUTH 31°’29’52” EAST FOR 457.55 FEET TO THE SOUTH 
LINE OF THE AFOREMENTIONED TRACT A; THENCE RUN NORTH 00°11’00’ 
WEST ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE FOR 12.62 FEET; THENCE, CONTINUING 
ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE, RUN NORTH 89°49’00” EAST FOR 260.00 FEET 

BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

TRACT C (PARCELS 1-4) OF DEED BOOK 6145 AT PAGES 224 & 238 BEING 
THE SAME  PROPERTY AS SURVEYED AND DESCRIBED AS PARCEL 2 BE-
LOW;

 PARCEL 2
2.80 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, SITUATED IN SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 6 
NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST, CITY OF JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY, MS AND BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY METES AND BOUNDS AS FOLLOWS.

COMMENCE AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT lOF CEDAR PARK SUB-
DIVISION, PART 1 AND THENCE RUN NORTH 89°49’00’ EAST ALONG THE 
SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF CEDARS OF LEBANON DRIVE FOR 364,31 
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE HEREIN DESCRIBED PARCEL.

FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING, THENCE CONTINUE NORTH 89°49’00” 
EAST ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE FOR 676.75 FEET TO THE 
WEST RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF 1-55;  THENCE RUN SOUTH 40°27’35” EAST 
ALONG SAID WEST RIGHT OF WAY LINE FOR 19.59 FEET; THENCE. CON-
TINUING ALONG SAID WEST RIGHT OF WAY LINE, RUN SOUTH 09°15’50” 
WEST FOR 198.18 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL AS DE-
SCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 6145 AT PAGE 238; THENCE RUN SOUTH 89°55’45” 
WEST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL FOR 237.42 FEET TO 
THE WEST LINE THEREOF; THENCE RUN NORTH 00°’04’15” WEST ALONG 
THE WEST LINE OF TRACT C. PARCEL 1 FOR 45.11 FEET TO THE SOUTH 
LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL 2 AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 6145 AT 
PAGE 224; THENCE RUN SOUTH 89’54’04” WEST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE 
OF TRACT C, PARCEL 2 FOR 203.08 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF TRACT 
C, PARCEL 3 AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 6145 AT PAGE 224; THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 00°23’00” EAST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF TRACT C. PARCEL 
3 FOR 19.00 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL 3; THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 89°137’00’’ WEST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF TRACT C, PAR-
CEL 3 FOR 37.44 FEET; THENCE, CONTINUING ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF 
TRACT C, PARCEL 3, RUN NORTH 31’36’36” WEST FOR 34.27 FEET; THENCE, 
CONTINUING ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL 3, RUN SOUTH 
89’37’00” WEST FOR 65.42 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL 
4 AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 6145 AT PAGE 224; THENCE RUN SOUTH 
00’21’00” EAST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL 4 FOR 3.15 
FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL 4; THENCE RUN SOUTH 
89’33’03’ WEST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL 4 FOR 95.91 
FEET TO THE WEST LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL 4; THENCE RUN NORTH 
00°08’57” WEST ALONG THE WEST LINE OF TRACT C, PARCEL 4 FOR 158.27 
FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

is hereby rezoned and changed from R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District 
to C-3 (General) Commercial District, however that before a permit is issued for any 
structure to be erected or modified on the property located at 5397 1-55 North, or for 
any use thereof, the applicant must meet the requirements established through the 
Site Plan Review process. The Zoning Administrator is ordered to note such change 
on the Official Zoning Map of the City of Jackson, Mississippi.

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by the 
petitioner.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its passage 
and after publication of same by the petitioner.

Vice President Priester recognized Tim Taylor, Applicant, who addressed the Coun-
cil and argued in favor of the property located at 5397 1-55 North to approve a 
rezoning from R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District to C-3 (General) Com-
mercial District, in order to be more compatible with the adjacent and surrounding 
C-3 (General) Commercial land uses.

There was no opposition from the public.

Council Member Barrett-Simon moved adoption; Council Member Foote seconded.

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix and Priester.
Nays- None.
Absent- Stamps, Stokes and Tillman.

ATTEST:

Kristi Moore, City Clerk

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of re-
cords of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify that 
the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City Council 
at its regular zoning meeting on the 18th day of May, 2015, and recorded in Minute 
Book “6H”, pages 176-179. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 11th day of June, 2015.

Kristi Moore
City Clerk

 6/25/2015

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids

noTiCE To BiddErs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed RFP’s are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the proposal 
must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, July 14, 2015, at which time said 
proposal will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President 
Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

98846-071415 -Twelve-Month Landfill Services for Chipping, Grinding, Hauling 
and Disposal of Vegetative Debris

55034-071415 -Twelve-Month Supply of Preformed Thermoplastic Pavement 
Markings

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, 
Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifica-
tions are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill 
No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-

condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City 
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible 
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the 
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordi-
nance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with 
the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or 
part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

Clora N. Mitchell, Acting Purchasing Supervisor
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1647

6/25/2015, 7/2/2015



AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified.  Call Aviation
Institute  of Maintenance 866-367-
2510.

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment
Operator Career! We offer training and
certifications running bulldozers, back-
hoes and excavators. Lifetime Job
Placement. Veteran Benefits Eligible!
1-866-362-6497.

AVERITT EXPRESS Start Pay: 40 to
43.5 CPM + Fuel Bonus! Get Home
EVERY Week + Excellent Benefits. CDL-A
Required. Recent Tractor Trailer Grads
Welcome. Call:  888-602-7440 Or Apply
@ AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer - Females, Minorities, Protected
Veterans and Individuals With Disabilities
Are Encouraged To Apply.

DRIVER - CDL/A
Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days
and start driving with KLLM!

WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!
NEW PAY INCREASE!

CLASSES STARTING EVERY MONDAY!
No out of pocket tuition cost!
Refresher Course Available.

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335 EOE

www.kllmdrivingacademy.com

PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available
June 1. Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods
Office Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private
offices and large storage, work or confer-
ence room, separate baths, kitchenette,
small reception area. Partially furnished if
interested. Excellent neighbors. Great
space for small business or nonprofit
association or charity. Call Monica to
arrange a viewing. 601-981-3060, or e-
mail mgilmer@mspress.org.

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo.
FREE Installation. FREE 3 months of HBO
SHOWTIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday
Ticket Included (Select Packages) New
Customers Only. CALL 1-800-215-6713.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1-800-319-2526.
GOT KNEE PAIN? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165,  24/7.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

F o r  R e n t S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of June 21, 2015

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

LOW-COST
BURIAL INSURANCE

•Rates Start At Just $20 Mo.
•No Medical Exam Required
•Premiums May Never Go Up
•Most All Health Excepted
•We Shop (A) Rated Carriers
•Up to $25,000 in Coverage
Call Today to Receive Your FREE Quote!

888-352-1685

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient
one call/one bill service.

Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for
rates in other states.

June21_MCAN

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
The Mississippi Link

For more information please call: 601-896-0084 

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 15JunE 25 - July 1, 2015

Visit our one-of-a-kind website 
to find some of the most popular and

sought-after products.....offered to the
public at unbelievable, wholesale prices!
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Buy Directly from “Direct” Source!
Visit today! Use this special buyer’s discount code
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and receive special offers, coupons and promotions!

www.DirectSourceInt.net

FP01139
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Direct Source

ZOFRAN 
BIRTH DEFECTS

CONTACT THE LAW OFFICE OF

MARC BOUTWELL
Located in Lexington, MS and Oxford, MS

(662) 834-9029   (662) 638-3390
or TOLL-FREE 1-888-881-7755

From the 1990’s until present day, Zofran has been prescribed
to pregnant women to control nausea or “morning sickness”.
Troubling new evidence demonstrates that Zofran may be 
associated with increased risks of certain birth defects during
pregnancy.

When taken during the first trimester, Zofran may place the fetus
at risk for developing heart and kidney defects and other injuries.
The FDA has strongly cautioned against Zofran use during 
pregnancy.

IF YOU TOOK ZOFRAN DURING YOUR 
PREGNANCY, AND HAD A CHILD WITH BIRTH
DEFECTS, YOU MUST CALL IMMEDIATELY TO

PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS!

To protect your legal rights, it costs nothing to discuss your case.
“Free background information available upon request”

ZOFRAN 
BIRTH DEFECTS

CONTACT THE LAW OFFICE OF

MARC BOUTWELL
Located in Lexington, MS and Oxford, MS

(662) 834-9029   (662) 638-3390
or TOLL-FREE 1-888-881-7755

From the 1990’s until present day, Zofran has been prescribed
to pregnant women to control nausea or “morning sickness”.
Troubling new evidence demonstrates that Zofran may be 
associated with increased risks of certain birth defects during
pregnancy.

When taken during the first trimester, Zofran may place the fetus
at risk for developing heart and kidney defects and other injuries.
The FDA has strongly cautioned against Zofran use during 
pregnancy.

IF YOU TOOK ZOFRAN DURING YOUR 
PREGNANCY, AND HAD A CHILD WITH BIRTH
DEFECTS, YOU MUST CALL IMMEDIATELY TO

PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS!

To protect your legal rights, it costs nothing to discuss your case.
“Free background information available upon request”

ZOFRAN 
BIRTH DEFECTS

CONTACT THE LAW OFFICE OF

MARC BOUTWELL
Located in Lexington, MS and Oxford, MS

(662) 834-9029   (662) 638-3390
or TOLL-FREE 1-888-881-7755

From the 1990’s until present day, Zofran has been prescribed
to pregnant women to control nausea or “morning sickness”.
Troubling new evidence demonstrates that Zofran may be 
associated with increased risks of certain birth defects during
pregnancy.

When taken during the first trimester, Zofran may place the fetus
at risk for developing heart and kidney defects and other injuries.
The FDA has strongly cautioned against Zofran use during 
pregnancy.

IF YOU TOOK ZOFRAN DURING YOUR 
PREGNANCY, AND HAD A CHILD WITH BIRTH
DEFECTS, YOU MUST CALL IMMEDIATELY TO

PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS!

To protect your legal rights, it costs nothing to discuss your case.
“Free background information available upon request”

PASS

3.556x4     48 Web 3.33x4    46 Web

Marc Boutwell
Zofran Birth Defects

PASS

3.556x4     48 Web 3.33x4    46 Web

Satellite TV Difference

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB12015

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Save 50%

Make the Switch to DISH 
Today and Save 50%

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

FREE

FREE

Offer subject to change based on premium 
channel availability.

For 3 months.
PREMIUM CHANNELS

Promotional 
Prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper.

With qualifying 
packages and offers.

With qualifying packages and offers.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months. 
All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice.  PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT: Requires qualifying programming. Receive a discount for each of the first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top 
250; $30 per month with America’s Top 200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5 
per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You will forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR 
LIFE: Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are 
America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services 
during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices will apply unless you elect to downgrade. 6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price will 
apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days 
of account deactivation or you will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a 
monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper, $12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199 
Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a 
second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features must be enabled by customer and are 
subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX 
and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, 
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be 
transferred. ALL OTHER RECEIVER MODELS:  Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified 
former DISH residential customers in the continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. 
Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish 
antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after 
installation. 0 Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the 
terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective 
owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only 
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season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015. All Rights Reserved. 
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB12015

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Save 50%

Make the Switch to DISH 
Today and Save 50%

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

FREE

FREE

Offer subject to change based on premium 
channel availability.

For 3 months.
PREMIUM CHANNELS

Promotional 
Prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper.

With qualifying 
packages and offers.

With qualifying packages and offers.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months. 
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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In the 33rd round of the Major 
League Baseball Draft, the Toronto 
Blue Jays selected Mississippi Val-
ley State University’s outfielder 
Kalik May.

Kalik exclaimed, “It was an over-
whelming moment. The anticipa-
tion had me kind of down because 
it was a long process but when it 
finally happened, I was relieved. I 
finally know that I can continue to 
play the game I love at the highest 
level.”

May attended East Central Com-
munity College prior to his arrival 
at Mississippi Valley. During his 
two years in a Delta Devils’ uni-
form, Kalik made an instant impact.

During the 2014 season, Kalik 
played and started in all 42 games. 
In 149 at bats, he recorded 17 runs 
on 36 hits, six doubles, four triples, 
one homerun and 14 RBIs. His 
slugging rate for the season was 
.356 and a fielding of .941.

Kalik started and played in 43-43 
games this season. In 179 at bats, 
he recorded 37 runs on 60 hits, 11 
doubles, five triples, four homerun 
and 33 RBIs. His slugging rate this 
season is .520 and a .896 fielding 
rate.

Head Coach Aaron Stevens 

stated, “First I would like to say 
congratulations to Kalik May on 
being drafted. The Blue Jays got a 
steal today when they picked a fine 
student-athlete with no ceiling on 
his athletic ability. He was just be-
ginning to understand how he could 
take over games, he will do fine and 
then they (Blue Jays) will realize 
what a steal they received when 
they called his (Kalik’s) name. I 
would also like to thank him for his 
time and efforts he put forth for our 

program and university.”
In the history of the program at 

Mississippi Valley, with Kalik’s 
selection, there has only been 15 
athletes drafted from the baseball 
program.

“I am proud of and excited for 
Kalik and his family. He is an out-
standing athlete and student. This is 
another great moment in MVSU’s 
rich athletic history,” said Director 
of Athletics Dianthia Ford-Kee.

The senior outfielder 
was drafted in the 30th 
round by the Toronto 
Blue Jays. He stole 20 
bases while hitting .298 
with five home runs for 
the Braves. 

Burl, a recent business 
administration graduate 
and student athlete ad-
visory committee presi-
dent, was the first African 
American to be selected 
from the Southwestern 
conference in the 2015 
MLB draft.

“It’s all surreal. I was 

just chosen to the all 
SWAC tournament team, 
and now I will be leaving 
for camp Saturday. I am 
ready to work,” said Burl.

“We are extremely 
proud of Earl for accom-
plishing this great mile-
stone. We are also grate-
ful for the leadership and 
sportsmanship he mod-
eled while a student ath-
lete here at Alcorn State 
University. He has truly 
left a legacy for others to 
follow.” said Athletic Di-
rector Derek Horne.

Kalik May drafted by 
the Toronto Blue Jays

MLB Toronto Blue 
Jays draft Earl Burl

WRtm-Fm smOOth 100.5 Fm, is JACksOn’s uRBAn Rhythm AnD Blues 
stAtiOn plAyinG FAmiliAR FAVORites FROm the 70’s, 80’s AnD 90’s. tune 
in tO heAR Just the RiGht miX OF Blues AnD tODAy’s BiGGest hits. 
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90th Birthday Celebration for 
Trudy Spencer in grand style

Photos By Jay Johnson

www.mississippilink.com thE mississiPPi link • 17JunE 25 - July 1, 2015

Willie Mae “Trudy” Spencer 
was honored with a program of 
tributes and “Walk Through the 
Years” at her 90th Birthday Cele-
bration dinner, June 6, 2015, at the 
Marriott Hotel in Jackson.

Special Resolutions were sent in 
her honor from the Mayor’s Office 
of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and the 
Citizens Services Agency of Madi-
son County.

Trudy was born in Bovina, Mis-
sissippi June 21, 1925 to Eliza 
Amos Phelps and Beatrice “Bat” 
Phelps, the “knee” baby, the “baby 
girl,” and third of their four chil-
dren. Trudy is being honored today 
by family and friends in celebra-
tion of her 90th birthday.

Trudy attended Clear Creek 
School in the Bovina/Freetown 
community, in a one-room Warren 
County school house and received 
her high school diploma from St. 
Mary’s High School in Vicksburg.

She continued her education at 
Alcom Agricultural and Mechani-
cal College in Lorman, Mississippi 
and Southern Christian Institute 
which merged with Tougaloo Col-
lege in 1954.

After becoming well prepared 
educationally, she attained her 
Mississippi teacher’s license.

Always interested in “hairdos,” 
Trudy later received her Missis-
sippi cosmetology license after 
successfully completing Rosalie’s 
Beauty School in Vicksburg.

Trudy’s first and forever love and 
best friend was Louis Spencer Jr., 
from her young age of 22 and his 
of 26. As Vicksburgers, they were 
avid music and dance lovers, espe-
cially enjoying rhythm and blues 
with a very special connection to 
the Red Tops, where Trudy’s part-
ner was a founding member.

In 2009 they moved to Madison 
and in 2010 Louis passed, joining 
his Heavenly Father.

Their daughter, Gwendolyn 
married Wesley F. Prater, who be-
came Trudy’s “son” 45 years ago. 
Gwendolyn and Wesley led the 
birthday program in welcoming 
and prayer. Trudy’s two grandchil-
dren, Djenaba and Spencer, and her 
great-grandchildren are the greatest 
joy of her Trudy’s life - FAMILY.

As an employee, Trudy re-
mained active in the Vicksburg 
workforce as a cosmetologist for 
many years and was also among 
the first of three African-American 
women employees at the Westing-
house Plant in the Vicksburg area. 
She also was co-operator, along 
with her husband, of Glady’s Gro-

cery Store for a number of years, 
post-retirement.

Trudy is an active member of 
the American Legion Auxiliary of 
the Tyner-Ford Post Number 213 
in Vicksburg and of the Madison 
County Senior Citizens’ Group in 
Flora, Mississippi, where she was 
crowned “2013 Prom Queen.”

Trudy believes in treating peo-
ple the way you want to be treated 
and trusting in the Lord for all 
things. At age 11, she was baptized 
at Mt. Hebron Missionary Bap-
tist Church, a small rural church 
where her maternal grandfather, 
Ben Amos, was one of the found-
ers and builders.

She remained an active member 
of Mt. Hebron through December 
2014, where she was a member of 
the choir for decades, and a mother 
of her church from 2010-2014.

Upon the closing of Mt. Hebron, 
she became a member of the Mt. 
Heroden Baptist Church in Vicks-
burg.

On June 6, Mrs. Willie Mae 
“Trudy” Spencer was honored 
for being an exemplary woman of 
faith, a devoted spouse, and a com-
mitted and loving mother, mother-
in-law, grandmother, grandmother-
in-law, great-grandmother, sister, 
aunt, cousin, and friend.

The Mississippi Link Newswire



Book Review:
“i’ll Miss You Too”
BYMaRgo ewing woodacRe, Msw & sTeffanY Bane caReY
  c.2015, souRceBooks  
   $14.99 / $19.99 canada  •  202 pages

18 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJune 25 - July 1, 2015

Thirteen long, interesting years. 
Imagine: more than 115 months 

of your life spent with your hiney 
under a school desk. That’s a lot, 
but now you’ve graduated (or will 
soon be graduating) from high 
school, and (you can barely be-
lieve you’re saying this) you can’t 
wait to get to college. 

Leaving home won’t be easy, 
but you’ll be ready once you’ve 
read “I’ll Miss You Too” by Margo 
Ewing Woodacre & Steffany Bane 
Carey.

And your parents? Ah, that may 
be a different matter….

On one hand, you’re very excit-
ed about the idea of college: the in-
dependence, new friends, new ex-
periences, being an adult. It’s what 
you’ve been working towards for 
at least a year, maybe more.

On the other hand, you hate to 
think of leaving behind your room, 
your possessions, your siblings 
and everything familiar. College is 
going to be different, especially if 
you plan on moving more than a 
few hours from home. 

Will you fit in? What if there’s 
an emergency? Will your friends 
still be your friends? You’ll have 
fears, and you might have tears.

That’s all normal, say the au-
thors. Remember that “all of the 
freshmen [are] in the same boat.”

The first and perhaps most use-
ful thing to do is to attend fresh-
man orientation, which plunges 

you into campus life and helps 
diminish self-consciousness. It 
sounds silly, the authors admit, but 
it helps.

Try to meet up with your room-
mate, or at least talk on the phone 
or online before you have to live 
together. Remember that nobody’s 
going to remind you to study when 
you’re at college. Get to know 
your professors.

Use extra caution when posting 
on social media while you’re at 
college; party posts can haunt you 
for a good long time.

Finally, stay in touch with your 
parents. They’ll miss you, pos-
sibly more than you’ll miss them 

(and your Mom will probably cry).  
Call, Skype, or text them often 
- not just when there’s an emer-
gency. 

Talk to them when you’re in a 
bad spot, if you think you made 
a big mistake, or you just need a 
shoulder and you’re homesick. 
Remember that you’re an adult 
now but you’ll always be their kid.

If you’re a parent and you’ve 
read this far, fear not: “I’ll Miss 
You Too” has plenty for you as 
well. Half the book, in fact, is for 
parents of future college freshmen.

Starting with the fall semester of 
high school, mother-daughter au-
thors Margo Ewing Woodacre & 

Steffany Bane Carey walk readers 
through everything from choosing 
a college, studying for SATs, and 
packing for the big move, all the 
way through secondary education 
and for a year or two beyond.

They helpfully touch upon is-
sues both happy and thorny, and 
their words are soothing for par-
ents, teens, RAs, and advisors.

Previously published more than 
a decade ago, this book is fresh 
and updated and can surely help 
parents and future freshman with 
this transition. 

If the fat envelope has landed on 
your doorstep recently, “I’ll Miss 
You Too” is one book to get.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Fastener
2. Brand of sandwich cookie
3. Thailand
4. Royalty’s residence
5. Ermine
6. Excite
7. Huge
8. Louse
10. Number after nineteen
14. Buck
17. Despot
18. Having to do with the navy
19. Musical production
20. Famous composer
23. Whim
24. Tyrant
25. Ecological communities
27. Child

ACROSS 
1. Hospital (abbr.)
5. Soft cheese from Greece
9. Opera solo
10. Spring flower
11. Make tight
12. Ire
13. Perfumed hair ointment
15. Thai
16. Argue
18. Newness
21. Monkey
22. Words to a song
26. Vice __
28. Wood tool
29. Zeal
30. Not far
31. Set down
32. Weed in a wheat field

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Stevie Wonder

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 19JunE 25 - July 1, 2015



20 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJune 25 - July 1, 2015

  

June 24 - 30, 2015

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$369

FRESH 

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$249

FRESH

THIGHS  OR
DRUMSTICKS

FAMILY  PACK ... PER  LB.

99¢
FRESH

GROUND  BEEF
PATTIES

PER  LB.

$329

FROZEN  ST.  LOUIS  CUT

SMALL
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$379

FRESH

FRYER  
WINGS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$279

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

NEW  YORK
STRIP  STEAK

PER  LB.

$1099

FRESH  THIN

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$269

MARKET  STYLE

SLICED  BACON
PACKED  FRESH,  PER  LB.

$289
SWEET  BABY  RAY'S

BBQ  SAUCE
18  OZ.

2/$3
SAVE  ON

WESSON  OIL
GALLON

$699

SAVE  ON

HEINZ
KETCHUP

38  OZ.

2/$5

LAND  O  LAKES

MARGARINE
QUARTERS
1  LB. ....................................... 

2/$3
PILLSBURY 

GRANDS
BISCUITS
16.3 - 17.3  OZ. ..............................

$169

KRAFT  SHREDDED  &  CHUNK 

KRAFT  CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ.  ................................... 

2/$5
REG / LITE

DAISY  SOUR 
CREAM
16  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$4
ORIGINAL  OR  SMOOTH

SUNNY  D
DRINKS
64  OZ. ......................................

5/$5
SELECT

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
26 - 28  OZ. ..................................

2/$5
SELECT  VARIETIES

EDWARD'S
PIES
25.5 - 34  OZ. ............................... 

$499

SELECT 

COLES  BREADS
10.5 - 16  OZ. ............................... 

2/$4

piggly wiggly

SWEET
SOUTHERN

PEACHES
PER  LB. 

$129

SWEET
RED

PLUMS
POUND

$199
ON  THE  VINE

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

99¢

FRESH  EXPRESS

COLE  SLAW
14  OZ.  OLD  FASHIONED  OR  3  COLOR

99¢

RUSSET

POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG  

$249

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


