
During his recent book talk 
at the Mississippi Department 
of Archives and History, Texas 
State University professor Oren 
Renick lifted a veil of silence 
that hid a history, long docu-
mented, yet little known in the 
present era of the civil rights 
work of the late Rev. Dr. Wil-
liam P. Davis. 

Renick’s book, titled “Smoke 
Over Mississippi,” is a biogra-
phy of Davis’ 1960s interracial 
work on behalf of the Missis-
sippi Baptist Convention.

Davis was a friend and men-
tor to Renick, who was a gradu-
ate student at Baptist-affiliated 
Mississippi College in the late 
1960s, and began researching 
the Baptist mission leader’s 
work in those days.

Besides Davis’ key role in 
helping build two statewide, 
black Baptist institutions, he or-
chestrated a national, interracial 
and interdenominational move-

ment, called the Committee of 
Concern, to aid black churches 
burned due to Ku Klux Klan 

Hinds County District At-
torney Robert Shuler Smith 
was arrested June 22, follow-
ing a joint investigation by 
the Attorney General’s Office 
and the FBI into allegations 
that Smith illegally advised or 
defended individuals charged 
with crimes, Attorney General 
Jim Hood announced.

Smith, 45, of Jackson, was 
arrested at his office by in-
vestigators with the Attorney 
General’s Office and the Hinds 
County Sheriff’s Office. He 
was charged with six counts 
of violating Mississippi Code 
Section 97-11-3, a misdemean-
or. That law states that the at-
torney general or district attor-
ney shall not “consult, advise, 
counsel or defend” a person 
charged with a crime or misde-
meanor.

The joint investigation be-
tween the Attorney General’s 

Office and FBI 
revealed that 
Smith violated 
Mississippi law 
related to his 
i n v o l v e m e n t 
with two differ-

ent criminal defendants while 
serving as district attorney.

Smith was booked into the 
Hinds County Jail. If convict-
ed, Smith could be removed as 
district attorney and prohibited 
from holding any other elected 
office or government position. 
Additionally, he faces a $500 
fine.

“It is particularly sad to have 
to prosecute and seek removal 
from office a fellow prosecu-
tor,” said Hood. “We greatly 
appreciate the hard work of the 
FBI on this case, and we hope 
to resolve this as soon as pos-
sible.”

During a press conference 
Wednesday evening, Attorney 

Chokwe Lumumba Jr., who 
has announced his candidacy 
for Jackson mayor, spoke in 
support of Smith.

“These charges do not meet 
the smell test,” Lumumba said. 
“They are politically motivat-
ed. These charges come from 
the same AG’s office, which 
mounted an attack to campaign 
against Robert and take the 
seat from him, so what they 
could not achieve by popular 
vote … they decided to design 
a scheme in order to attack him 
in a legal capacity.”

As with all cases, a charge is 
merely an accusation, and a de-
fendant is presumed innocent 
unless and until proven guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt in a 
court of law.

The FBI requests that any-
one with information on other 
corruption matters contact the 
FBI Jackson office at (601) 
948-5000.

On June 5, 1966, James Mer-
edith began a 220-mile solo walk 
from Memphis, Tenn., to Jackson 
in protest of a system of white 
supremacy in Mississippi and to 
encourage African Americans to 
register to vote.

On the second day of his self 
described Walk Against Fear 
while in Hernando, Meredith was 
shot by a sniper who was bent on 
ending the walk and Meredith’s 
life.

When word spread across the 
nation of the ordeal, national civil 
rights leaders including Martin 
Luther King Jr., Stokely Carmi-
chael and several others came 
together to continue Meredith’s 
efforts and the March Against 
Fear was born. As a result of 
the march, about 4,000 African 
Americans registered to vote.

Events taking place this week 
in Canton and in Jackson at Tou-
galoo College, the Smith Robert-
son Museum and Cultural Center 
as well as the state Capitol will 
commemorate the March Against 
Fear 50 years later.

The locations of the events are 
particularly significant since the 

1966 march went through Can-
ton, stopped at Tougaloo and then 
ended at the state Capitol on June 
26. 

John Brown, 66, of Canton was 
a teenager and participant in the 
1966 march. At age 15, he was a 
member of the NAACP’s youth 
chapter and eager to get involved 
especially after watching count-
less national news reports of the 
march.

“I was like all the other teenag-

ers at that time. I just wanted to be 
a part of the march and hear from 
Dr. King. That was a big day for 
us,” Brown said. “We knew we 
were bringing about change, but 
we didn’t know how much dan-
ger we were in. We were saying to 
white supremacists that your way 
of life was coming to an end.”

Flonzie Brown Wright, 73, of 
Canton was the branch manager 
of Canton’s NAACP at the time. 
King called her before coming to 

Canton seeking her assistance in 
ensuring marchers would be fed 
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EVENTS
• June 23. Events will take place 

from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. A march 
is set for 9 a.m. at Southern 
Hill Baptist Church. At noon 
a Mississippi Freedom Trail 
Marker will be unveiled at the 
Canton Courthouse. Civil Rights 
tours are planned from 1-5 p.m. 
At 6 p.m. James Meredith will 
speak at a program at Mt. Zion 
M. B. Church, 305 N. West St.

• June 25. Events will take 
place from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Tougaloo College. At 10 
a.m. a ceremony to honor 
1966 marchers is planned at 
Woodworth Chapel. At 12:30 
p.m. a luncheon is planned. An 
author’s roundtable is set for 
2:30 p.m. and a presentation at 
4:15 p.m.

• June 26. Events begin from 2-4 
p.m. at the Smith Robertson 
Museum and Cultural Center. At 
4 p.m. attendees will walk to the 
state Capitol where Meredith will 
speak.

Jackson Police Chief LeeVance gave the keynote address 
for College Hill M.B. Church’s Men’s Day Program June 19.

Former Mississippi First Lady Elise Winter joins her husband, former 
Gov. William Winter (center), as they visit with author Oren Renick, 
following a June 16, talk on his book about Rev. William Penn Davis. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE

Martin Luther King Jr. and James Meredith (top photo) walk side-by-side 
during the 1966 March Against Fear in Jackson. The photo is included 
in the “James Meredith: Am I Or Am I Not a Citizen” exhibition at the 
Smith Robertson Museum and Cultural Center. The photo is from Bob 
Fitch Photography Archives and Stanford University Libraries. COURTESY 
USE FROM SMITH ROBERTSON MUSEUM
Another iconic photo (above) from 1966 also on display at the museum 
is one taken by Jack Thornell of Meredith after he was shot in Hernando 
June 6, 1966 during his solo Walk Against Fear.  MISSISSIPPI LINK FILE PHOTO
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Scripture shares that service is the task with which God 
charged all Christians.

The police chief for the city of Jackson, Lee Vance, ex-
pressed that service has been ingrained in him and this act 
is what he expects his department to offer to all of the resi-
dents of Jackson.

Vance took the podium at College Hill Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, as the guest 
speaker during the church’s recent annual Men’s Day Pro-
gram.

Vance, no stranger to working with and for others, ac-
knowledged that he developed his work ethic as a young 
man while working at United Parcel Service in Jackson.  
“UPS doesn’t build a tangible product. What they provide 
is service. Like UPS, our job at the Jackson Police Depart-
ment is to provide service.”

Vance, a member of Anderson United Methodist Church, 
was appointed as the chief of the Jackson Police Depart-
ment Sept. 8, 2014. The Jackson resident declared that he 
loves the city and wants nothing but the best for it and once 
named the chief cop, he would work diligently to fulfill a 
promise that he’d made to himself – help to make Jackson 
the best that it can be.

“It came to me that we need to lay a solid foundation; we 
need to build from the bottom up. We have great chaplains 
in JPD and at my request, we were all called together to 
pray. In order to build, if you want talent and you want 
power, why not ask the greatest builder in the universe for 
help,” Vance said. “You know that it’s controversial to pray 
in public. Former news anchor, (the late) Bert Case asked 
me if I was going to get in trouble. I told him, I didn’t’ 
know and I didn’t care. We moved on with the prayer ser-
vice and what followed was awesome. Crime has been go-
ing down every since.

Chief Vance 
gives speech 
on Men’s Day
By Daphne M. Higgins
Religion Editor

By Natalie Bell
Special to The Mississippi Link

Meredith’s 1966 strides
Events slated to commemorate

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Smith



The 2016 Winter-Reed Part-
nership Award will be presented 
to Oleta Fitzgerald, director of 
the Children’s Defense Fund’s 
Southern Regional Office, dur-
ing a tribute luncheon Aug. 23 at 
the Clyde Muse Center in Pearl. 
Throughout her extensive career 
in public advocacy, Fitzgerald 
has emphasized the role of edu-
cation in strengthening Missis-
sippi’s communities and con-
tinues to lead efforts to expand 
access to early childhood educa-
tion for the region’s most vulner-
able populations.

“Oleta Fitzgerald has devoted 
her life to helping people who 
all too often do not have a voice 
in our society,” said Suzanne 
Bean, MAPE president. “For 
decades she has worked tire-
lessly to break down barriers to 
opportunity while ensuring that 
more Mississippians have access 
to quality education, healthcare 

and other fundamental resources 
that are critical to the future of 
our schools, our families and our 
future.”

MAPE launched the Winter-
Reed Partnership Award in 2007 
to honor former Gov. William 
Winter and the late Tupelo busi-
nessman Jack Reed Sr. for their 
lifelong contributions to public 
education and to provide ongo-
ing recognition for Mississippi’s 

outstanding education leaders. 
“Gov. Winter and Jack Reed 

were leaders who truly repre-
sented people – they weren’t rep-
resenting themselves,” Fitzger-
ald said. “Their service was 
about how we can work together 
to build up people in Mississippi, 
and education is the answer.”

A native of the Farmhaven 
community in Madison County, 
Fitzgerald attended Luther Bran-
son Elementary School in Can-
ton and graduated from the Piney 
Woods Country Life School. Her 
mother, Zenova D. Garrett, was 
a school teacher and one of the 
first African- American members 
of the Mississippi Association of 
Educators. Her father, business-
man W.E. Garrett, was active in 
the NAACP and voting rights 
and worked to pass numerous 
bond issues to improve local 
schools.

“Education was always front 
and center at our house,” said 

Fitzgerald, who holds a bach-
elor’s degree in sociology from 
Tougaloo College, her mother’s 
alma mater, and a master’s in 
community development from 
Antioch University Midwest. 
She also received an honorary 
membership to Pi Alpha Alpha, 
the global honor society for pub-
lic affairs and administration, 
from Mississippi State Univer-
sity.

Through her involvement with 
the Children’s Defense Fund, 
Fitzgerald serves as regional ad-
ministrator for the Southern Ru-
ral Black Women’s Initiative for 
Economic and Social Justice and 
principal for the Supporting Part-
nerships to Assure Ready Kids 
initiative, which has operated in 
more than 12 Mississippi school 
districts.

In 1993, she became President 
Bill Clinton’s appointee as White 
House liaison and executive as-
sistant to Secretary of Agricul-

ture Mike Espy. Later, she was 
named the department’s direc-
tor of intergovernmental affairs 
where, among other things, she 
worked on tribal governmental 
issues and coordinated the ad-
ministration’s long-term recov-
ery of Midwestern states affected 
by The Great Flood of 1993.

Earlier in her career, she was 
a project director for the South-
ern Regional Council, where 
she worked to increase minority 
representation on rural electric 
cooperative boards. She also 
was employed by the Southeast-
ern Public Education Program 
and served as southern director 
for the Children’s Foundation, 
which educated citizens and 
members of Congress about the 
need for expanded access to fed-
eral food programs.

Fitzgerald serves on the boards 
of the Mississippi Head Start As-
sociation, the Mississippi Chil-
dren’s Museum and the advisory 

committee for the Stennis Insti-
tute of Government at Missis-
sippi State. She is a member of 
the State Children’s Welfare Co-
alition and the Global Women’s 
Action Network for Children.

In 2014, Fitzgerald was named 
a “Champion of Justice” by the 
Mississippi Center for Justice for 
being one of the South’s leading 
advocates for women and chil-
dren.

“The work I do is because of 
a commitment to children and 
struggling families,” she said. 
“It’s my ministry. Somebody has 
to stay in the fight.”

Individual tickets for the 
awards banquet are $75 and may 
be purchased online at www.
mapie.org or from MAPE, P.O. 
Box 2803, Madison, MS 39130.

Sponsorship opportunities for 
the Winter-Reed Partnership 
Award are available by contact-
ing MAPE at (601) 573-0896 or 
visiting www.mapie.org.

MAPE to honor Fitzgerald at Winter-Reed 
Partnership Award Tribute Luncheon
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Congressman Thompson joins 
sit-in on House floor protesting 
GOP inaction on gun violence
WASHINGTON, D.C. – On June 22, Congressman Bennie G. Thompson (D-
MS) joined the sit-in on the floor of the House of Representatives. Democratic 
members planned to sit in the well of the House of Representatives until there 
is a vote on measures that will keep Americans safe from the dangers of gun 
violence. In the wake of the horrible recent attack in Orlando and as our nation 
sadly commemorates the one year anniversary of the Charleston shootings, 
Democrats recognize that enough is enough and common sense gun control 
measures must be taken, according to a statement from Thompson’s office.

Fitzgerald

Mississippi Link Newswire



and housed during their stay in 
the town. She introduced King 
on courthouse steps in Canton 
before he addressed the march-
ers. 

“We did not realize 50 years 
ago we were really making the 
kind of history that is being cel-
ebrated now,” said Wright, who 
will stand on the same court-
house steps June 23, in com-
memoration of the 1966 events.

Brown recalls marching in 
Canton and attempting to help 
set up tents on the campus of 
McNeal Elementary School so 
that marchers could sleep and 
rest. According to Wright, the 
marchers had a permit to as-
semble at the school but not to 
set up tents. She said Carmi-
chael, who was encouraging 
Black Power during the march, 
jumped off the back of a truck 
and suddenly began unrolling 
tents so the marchers could rest. 
When others joined in attempt-
ing to set up the tents, Highway 
Patrol officers who encircled the 
marchers and were standing on 
top of the school, began tear-
gassing the marchers.

Some with minor injuries 
were treated at Madison Gen-
eral Hospital, but the majority 
of marchers, even those with 
serious injuries, were treated 
at Tougaloo College the next 
day, Wright said. Besides being 
treated, the thousands of march-
ers who went to Tougaloo Col-
lege were fed, took showers, 
and slept in the gymnasium of 
Brownlee Hall. Tougaloo of-
fered a place of rest after leav-
ing the violent evening in Can-
ton.

Brown remembers seeing 
performances at Tougaloo by 
national entertainers such as 
James Brown, Dick Gregory, 
Sammy Davis Jr. and Burt Lan-
caster – all of whom had come 
to support the marchers’ efforts.

When the march ended at the 
state Capitol, John Brown was 
there, too. He also heard Mer-
edith’s remarks to the thousands 
who marched to the Capitol. 
Despite Meredith’s injuries, af-
ter a brief hospital stay he was 
able to to rejoin the march. 

“It’s hard to believe it’s been 
50 years. When I look at all the 
changes that have taken place 
… it was worth it,” Brown said.

All the events for the week 
are free and open to the public.

Activities in Canton will take 
place from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. June 
23. A Mississippi Freedom Trail 
Marker will be unveiled at noon 
at the Canton Courthouse. At 6 
p.m. Meredith is scheduled to 
speak at a program at Mt. Zion 

M.B. Church, 305 N. West St.
Activities at Tougaloo are set 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 25. 
At 10 a.m. a ceremony to hon-
or all 1966 marchers will take 
place at Woodworth Chapel.

While many marchers from 
1966 are slated to attend, orga-
nizers are still encouraging oth-
ers to join in the celebration. 

At 12:30 p.m. a luncheon at 
Holmes Hall with musical en-
tertainment and a special video 
presentation showing photos 
from the 1966 Tougaloo events 
are planned. Registration is re-
quired for the luncheon. An au-
thor’s roundtable is set for 2:30 
p.m. and an intergenerational 
cultural presentation is set for 
4:15 p.m. Books and T-shirts 
will be available for purchase 
throughout the day and a voter 
registration drive is planned.

From 2-4 p.m. June 26 the 
viewing of the “James Mer-
edith: Am I Or Am I Not a 
Citizen” will be available at the 
Smith Robertson Museum, 528 
Bloom St. in Jackson. The ex-
hibit covers the life and legacy 
of Meredith. 

At 4 p.m. the Walk for Good 
and Right will take place as at-
tendees leave the museum and 
walk to the state Capitol to hear 
from Meredith.

Several sponsors have come 
together to commemorate the 

1966 march including Free-
dom House Canton Inc., Canton 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
and Film Office, Canton Branch 
NAACP, Mississippi Depart-
ment of Archives and History, 
Vicky McNeil, Mississippi Hu-
manities Council, Rep Edward 
Blackmon Jr., Fannie Lou Ham-
er Institute at COFO at Jackson 
State University, Veterans of the 
Mississippi Civil Rights Move-
ment, Smith Robertson Museum 
and Cultural Center, Women for 
Progress, the James Meredith 
Institute for Citizenship and 
Responsible Action, Tougaloo 
College and City of Jackson. 
Nissan is the corporate sponsor. 

Pamela Junior, who works for 
the city of Jackson, is helping to 
coordinate the June 26 events at 
the museum and Capitol.

She said the events will serve 
as a reminder of the past to 
some and educate others of the 
history.

“Some of our children have 
no idea (about the march) and 
some adults,” she said. “We 
have to honor our own because 
these people are still fighting. 
We are still going through some 
of the same things. This is his-
tory. We aren’t protesting at all. 
We are honoring.”

Shanderia K. Posey can be 
reached at sposey@mississip-
pilink.com.

violence in the 1960s. 
During the unforgettable 

summer of 1964, Renick de-
scribed Davis’ work fight-
ing for justice, while at the 
same time another Mississippi 
preacher was fighting dark-
ness, referring to Edgar Ray 
Killen, who was later con-
victed of planning and direct-
ing the murders of three civil 
rights workers.

“It was a paradigm-shifting 
moment for Mississippi,” Re-
nick said. 

Renick was featured author 
June 15, at “History is Lunch,” 
the brown bag lunch series at 
MDAH. His presentation drew 
a diverse audience of Baptists, 
historians and archivists, writ-
ers and others.

In response to a question 
about how Davis was received 
by his contemporaries at the 
Mississippi Baptist Conven-
tion, Renick revealed that 
reaction to Davis’ work was 
“somewhat mixed.” At the 
time, a number of people criti-
cized Davis, said Renick.

The white Baptist preacher 
had made a commitment that 
was rare during the time and 

place that he lived to live a life 
of “integrity without compro-
mise” as a humanitarian, as his 
“‘brother’s brother,’” as he put 
it.

“In some ways Bill Davis is 
more appreciated by those out-
side the state Baptist Conven-
tion,” said Renick.

Winter personally intro-
duced Davis’ biographer and 
acknowledged that, long be-
fore he got involved in state 
government, it was Davis who 
changed his thinking on the 
race issue.

“In those black days of the 
1950s and 1960s,” said Winter, 
recalling Davis’ fight to rebuild 
Negro churches, “in that rela-
tionship, I came to know Bill 
Davis, and he made me feel 
ashamed.” At the time, Win-
ter said he was “not remotely 
partial to the idea of advancing 
interracial relations.”

Audience members at the 
book talk included Charles 
Holmes, a former chair and 
professor of the Political Sci-
ence Department at Jackson 
State University – who cur-
rently teaches at Tougaloo 
College. Holmes remem-

bered meeting Davis in the 
late 1960s, through the Rev. 
Thomas B. Brown, then pastor 
of Mt. Helm Baptist Church, 
where Holmes became a mem-
ber in 1966.

“He was different in the way 
he talked and related to black 
people,” said Holmes of Da-
vis.

The two discussed classes 
and other activities at the Mis-
sissippi Baptist Seminary, 
which is located now, as it was 
then, not far from Mt. Helm in 
the historic Farish Street Dis-
trict.

Hewing to traditional narra-
tives when teaching the Civil 
Rights Movement can inadver-
tently exclude the work of peo-
ple like Davis, said Holmes. 

“There were quite a few 
whites that played a part. He 
(Davis) didn’t receive the rec-
ognition he deserved.”

“Smoke Over Mississippi’’ 
will be used in some of the 
Christian Studies classes of 
Professor John Meadors at 
Mississippi College. Renick 
will also sign copies of his 
book during a fall visit to the 
Clinton campus.

“I know that’s hard to be-
lieve but mathematics is the 
most concise science we have, 
and the facts are there. Unfor-
tunately, there are people who 
don’t want to see Jackson do 
well. We’re gonna’ move on, 
build on and do well.”

Louise Marshall, a long-
time member of College Hill, 
responded with an “Amen” to 
Vance’s comments and whis-
pered, “He’s preaching from 
John now.” (John 13:15 – Je-
sus said, “I have given you an 
example that ye should do as I 
have done to you.”)

Vance continued to share his 
goals for the Jackson Police 
Department and emphasized 
that “safety is service.” He 
ended his presentation by say-
ing, “I’m confident that we’ve 
got a plan moving forward. Our 
expectations are high and our 
goals are achievable. Thank 
you, College Hill, for support-
ing us and with God’s help, we 
are going to reach all of our 
goals.”

Vance’s message brought an 
end to the weekend of activi-
ties shared among the men of 
College Hill which was kicked 
off with a Men’s Day picnic on 
the church grounds on Father’s 
Day June 18. The morning of 

June 19, began with a breakfast 
and Sunday School. The Sun-
day School review was given 
by the Rev. Calvin Peoples, 
one of the associate pastors of 
the church. The morning wor-
ship service began immediately 
after Sunday School.

Before Vance delivered his 
message during the Men’s Day 
program, the College Hill Man 
of the Year, Robert Green Jr., 
was presented to the congrega-
tion.

Green, an active Christian 
man, serves as chair of the Dea-
cons Shepherding Ministry, 
member of the Sunday School, 
Male Chorus, the Laymen Min-
istry and chair of the Outreach 

Ministry. Along with his wife, 
he chairs the Couples Ministry.  
He is also the Deacon Liaison 
for the Music Ministry and the 
Beautification Ministry.

Now a retired educator, 
Green believes that God never 
says “forward” to his people 
without leading the way.

At the close of the program, 
the committee chair, Dar-
ryl Jenkins, thanked all of the 
participants for being com-
mitted Christian men. These 
sentiments were echoed by the 
Rev. Michael T. Williams, the 
church’s pastor, who ended the 
program thanking God for a 
wonderful message and a glori-
ous day of celebration.
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Calvin Michael, College Hill Man of the Year Robert Green and wife, 
Audrey Green   PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

James Meredith is seen on the steps of the state Capitol in 1966 at 
the conclusion of the March Against Fear. COURTESY USE FROM SMITH 
ROBERTSON MUSEUM 
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James Earl Chaney, Andrew 
Goodman and Michael Schwer-
ner disappeared the night of June 
21, 1964. Their bodies were dis-
covered 44 days later.

On June 20, Mississippi Attor-
ney General Jim Hood announced 
an end to the active federal and 
state investigation into the 1964 
murders of the three civil rights 
volunteers in Neshoba County 
who were working to register Af-
rican Americans to vote as well as 
build a library for African-Ameri-
can children.

“The FBI, my office and other 
law enforcement agencies have 
spent decades chasing leads, 
searching for evidence and fight-
ing for justice for the three young 

men who were senselessly mur-
dered on June 21, 1964,” Hood 
said. “It has been a thorough 
and complete investigation. I am 

convinced that during the last 52 
years, investigators have done 
everything possible under the law 
to find those responsible and hold 
them accountable; however, we 
have determined that there is no 
likelihood of any additional con-
victions. Absent any new infor-
mation presented to the FBI or my 
office, this case will be closed.”

In 1967, one man pleaded 
guilty and seven others were tried 
and convicted of federal civil 
rights violations related to the 
murders. In 2005, the Attorney 
General’s Office and Neshoba 
County District Attorney’s Office 
secured a manslaughter convic-
tion for Edgar Ray Killen, who is 
currently serving a 60-year prison 
sentence.

The U.S. Department of Justice 
recently presented its findings to 
Hood, who determined based on 
those findings that there were no 
other viable prosecutions in the 
“Mississippi Burning” case or re-
lated cases.

Hood said the most recent de-
velopment in the case was ap-
proximately 18 months ago, when 
a witness backed out at the last 
minute after pledging to sign a 
sworn statement that would have 
implicated a suspect.

Hood has informed relatives 
of the victims about the decision 
to close the case. Those family 
members recognize the work of 
law enforcement over the years to 
solve the crimes, he said.

“We sincerely appreciate the 

blood, sweat and tears of the FBI 
agents, Department of Justice of-
ficials, Navy Seabees, the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office, and local court 
offices that assisted in this case,” 
Hood said.

“The FBI agents who came 
into Mississippi faced threats and 
harassment in addition to the op-
pressive heat of a Mississippi 
summer. Despite a hostile envi-
ronment, these law enforcement 
officers remained solely focused 
on locating the missing and solv-
ing this heinous crime.”

Hood specifically thanked Bar-
ry Kowalski and William Nolan 
of the Department of Justice, as 
well as, FBI Special Agent Je-
romy Turner.

At the news conference, Hood 

said closing the case also closes 
a significant chapter in Missis-
sippi’s history.

“The state of Mississippi was 
committed to seeing this investi-
gation through to fruition and to 
moving forward,” he said. “We 
should all acknowledge that our 
diversity is this state’s greatest 
asset. That remarkable diversity 
manifests itself in the unique cul-
ture we share with the world.

“Our state and our entire na-
tion are a much better place be-
cause of the work of those three 
young men and others in 1964 
who only wanted to ensure that 
the rights and freedoms promised 
in our Constitution were afforded 
to every single one of us in Mis-
sissippi.”

‘Mississippi Burning’ case is closed 
52 years later, Hood announces

Hood
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College Hill hosts Men’s Day Program
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

By Charles “Buddy” Daughdrill 
Special to The Mississippi Link 
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From ensuring safe food, safe 
milk and safe water to preventing 
the spread of infectious diseases, 
from providing emergency pre-
paredness readiness, to promot-
ing healthier, safer communi-
ties ... these are all a part of the 
healthcare system in Mississippi 
that is called public health. This 
system is in place as a first line 
of defense in protecting you and 
your community. It protects and 
benefits everyone.

That very system is in jeopardy 

in Mississippi because our Legis-
lature failed to recognize the need 
for a basic public health infra-
structure designed to protect us 
all from spread of disease, to sup-
port us through natural and man-
made disasters and to promote a 
healthier and thus wealthier Mis-
sissippi.

Our astute Legislature has cut 
another $4 million from an al-
ready underfunded and under-
valued component of our health 
care system; a system that has 

already closed health department 
clinics and made others part time, 
reduced service delivery capacity 
and sent home dedicated public 
health professionals across the 
state and left 90 positions vacant 
and unfunded in an attempt to 
manage with reduced funds.

Some legislators may not have 
been aware of the budget ma-
neuvering details and last min-
ute mistakes prior to their vote 
to further diminish the backbone 
of our fragile public health sys-
tem by cutting the Department 
of Health’s budget by another 11 

percent. Others knew and failed 
to act. Whether intentional or not, 
the results of this budget process 
on public health funding will 
have negative consequences on 
all of our citizens. Shameful.

To gain some perspective of 
public health funding in Missis-
sippi, the non-partisan Trust for 
America’s Health produces a re-
port that analyzes state funding 
support for public health. Their 
latest data for FY 2013-14 ranks 
Mississippi 47th in support. Our 
state funding for that year was 
$36,739,194 or $12.28 per per-

son. The average of our neigh-
boring states (Ala., Ark., La., and 
Tenn.) was $30.65 per person. For 
comparison, Louisiana received 
over $71 million in state funding 
or twice that of Mississippi.

Also by comparison, the De-
partment of Corrections receives 
over $326 million in state funds 
($112 per person) or nine times 
the amount of the Mississippi 
State Department of Health. Yet, 
we need to cut the Department 
of Health’s budget by another $4 
million or 11 percent while oth-
ers are cut 3 percent or less. Go 

figure.
Every member of our medi-

cal community and every citizen 
should be outraged. Please join 
our public health professionals all 
across Mississippi by contacting 
your elected state representatives, 
the lieutenant governor and the 
governor to express your desire 
for immediate resolution to this 
public health funding crisis to 
protect all Mississippians.

Charles “Buddy” Daughdrill 
is the executive director of the 
Mississippi Public Health Asso-
ciation.

Funding crisis puts state’s healthcare system at risk

College Hill Baptist Church, 1600 Flor-
ence Ave. in Jackson, hosted its Annual Men’s 
Day program at 10 a.m. June 19. The theme 
was Christian Men of Standard in Challenging 
Times. Rev. Michael T. Williams is pastor.
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Nationally recognized STEM 
program coming to Natural 
Science Museum

Camp Invention, the nation’s premier summer en-
richment day camp program, supported by the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office and a product 
of the National Inventors Hall of Fame, is coming to 
Jackson’s Mississippi Natural Science Museum the 
week of July 25.

For students entering grades one through six, 
Camp Invention is a weeklong adventure that will turn 
the summer from ordinary to extraordinary through 
hands-on problem solving, using science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics.

Camp Invention provides an opportunity for inven-
tive young minds to exercise their creativity and use 
their imagination in ways they don’t normally get to 
in the classroom. Program participants do not realize 
they are learning and developing new skills as they 
build prototypes, take things apart, explore different 
types of technology and so much more.

Alice Opperman, director of curriculum for Em-
erson Public Schools in Emerson, N.J., shared the 
following thoughts on Camp Invention. “The hands-
on curriculum helps to further insert curiosity into 
a child’s everyday lifestyle. As the need for skilled 
STEM professionals increases, we believe we are 
setting our students up for success by offering pro-
grams like Camp Invention.”

This year’s Camp Invention curriculum is called 
Epic™, inspired by some of the nation’s most brilliant 
minds including experienced educators, Inductees of 
the National Inventors Hall of Fame and developed in 
partnership with the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office.
Local programs are facilitated and taught by 

educators who reside and teach in the community. 
Camp Invention serves more than 94,000 students 
every year through nearly 1,400 camps across 
the nation. For additional information or to find 
the nearest location for registration, visit www.
campinvention.org. 

City plans fireworks 
extravaganza for July 1

 
The city of Jackson Department of Parks and Rec-

reation will host the Third Annual Red, White and 
Jackson Fireworks Extravaganza July 1, at Smith 
Wills Stadium,1200 Lakeland Dr. Gates will open at 3 
p.m., and the show begins at 6:30 p.m. The event is 
free and open to the public.

The extravaganza will feature guest performances 
by Vick Allen and Urban Mystic. The first 500 Kids 
ages 12 and younger will receive a complimentary 
kid’s meal gift certificate from Raising Cane’s. The 
first 100 adults will have the chance to win a barbecue 
package that includes a portable grill, canopy tent, 
portable chairs and a cooler.

Food vendors will be on site. No glass containers 
or outside food allowed.

Cruising program is 
underway in Jackson

The city of Jackson’s Summer Cruising Program 
has begun.

The program gives the city’s youth a safe and fun 
option on the weekend. On Sundays from 6-9 p.m., 
youth can gather at Veterans Memorial Stadium. A 
disc jockey is provided and vendors are on site.

Activities include basketball and other games. Ad-
mission is free. The program ends July 31. Call (601) 
960-0716 for more information.

N E W S  B R I E F SThe University of Southern 
Mississippi’s Institute for Dis-
ability Studies, in collabora-
tion with MACE (Metro Area 
Community Empowerment) 
Foundation, has teamed up to 
present this year’s 40th Annual 
Wheelchair Softball World Se-
ries.

The event, hosted by the 
Deep South Hurricanes, will 
take place Aug.11-13 at the 
Gulf Coast Coliseum in Biloxi. 
Registration begins Aug. 10

“We are honored to be host-
ing the World Series for the 
second year in a row,” says 
event organizer, Antonio 

Wright. “This year is so special 
because it’s the 40th annual 
event. Teams came down last 
year to compete and had such a 
great time that they decided to 
have it here again on the Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast.”

Mississippi’s First Lady 
Deborah Bryant was among 
a host of others to attend last 
year’s event.

“Last year was my first time 
to attend a wheelchair softball 
game, and I was in awe of how 
hard these guys play,” says 
Bryant. “Their determination 
is a great inspiration to watch 
as they dive for plays and race 
around the bases. I hope ev-

eryone on the Coast will take 
this opportunity to support the 
teams from around the country 
and the world who are visiting 
our state and show them the 
true meaning of southern hos-
pitality.”

The event is sponsored by 
the Mississippi Department of 
Rehabilitation Services, the 
Craig H. Nelson Foundation, 
Beau Rivage Resort and Ca-
sino,  Mississippi Paralysis As-
sociation, the City of Gulfport 
and Walmart.

For more information con-
tact Antonio Wright at (601) 
918-5830 or Chris Etherage at 
(601) 832-2620.

On June 16, the Mississippi 
Department of Education re-
leased the graduation rates for 
the 2015-2016 school year, 
showing students earning stan-
dard diplomas in the state are at 
an all-time high.

Districts showed a four-year 
graduation rate of 80.8 percent, 
up from 78.4 for the 2014-2015 
school year. The nation’s high 
school graduation rate hit 82 
percent in 2013-14. At this rate 
of growth, Mississippi could 
surpass the national rate by 
next year, according to Dr. J.P. 
Beaudoin, director of research 
and development at MDE.

The graduation rate for stu-
dents with disabilities also in-
creased significantly, to 33.6 
percent from 27.5 percent the 
previous school year.

Carey Wright, state super-

intendent of education, said 
parents, teachers and adminis-
trators should be proud of the 
state’s gains.

“The credit is due to the 
hard work of our teachers and 
principals who continue to set 
high expectations for children, 
and our children continue to 
meet and exceed those expecta-
tions,” she said. “I’m particu-
larly pleased to see the progress 
of our students with disabilities. 
We are not where we should be 
as a state, but we are increasing 
the opportunities for students 
with disabilities to participate 
in general education classes. 
Through the state’s graduation 
options, we also opened mul-
tiple pathways for students to 
earn a diploma.”

The drop-out rate dipped for 
the second consecutive year 
to 11.8 percent from 12.8 per-

cent as school districts work to 
encourage students to stay in 
school.

Dr. John Kelly, chairman of 
the Mississippi State Board 
of Education, said the board’s 
five-year strategic plan includes 
a focus on graduation and col-
lege and career preparedness.

“The MDE has strategically 
focused its efforts on profes-
sional development around 
higher standards of learning 
and literacy to build the capac-
ity of our teachers. This sup-
ports the board’s strategic plan 
goal of all students graduating 
high school ready for college 
and career,” he said.

Additional information about 
district-level performances can 
be found in the 2016 Gradua-
tion Rates at http://reports.mde.
k12.ms.us/report/report2015.
aspx .

The Jackson Public School 
District has announced that 
Siwell Middle School was re-
cently selected to receive a 
$47,919.42 educational grant 
to implement a program that 
will help the school promote 
various types of character-
building skills.

“It’s not enough anymore to 
teach kids how to share, be re-
sponsible and raise their hands 
before speaking in class,” said 
Chinelo Evans, chief academ-
ic officer of middle schools. 

“Students need to learn how 
to take initiative, plan ahead 
and mediate conflicts if they 
want to make it far in the real 
world.”

“The Leader in Me” is a 
school-wide program devel-
oped by Franklin Covey, a 
Utah-based company that sells 
various educational and self-
improvement materials. 

The program’s mission is 
to empower students by hav-
ing schools adopt a common 
language and culture that pro-
motes seven familiar habits: be 

proactive, set goals, prioritize, 
listen before speaking, work 
with others, resolve conflicts 
and live a balanced life.

Siwell will become one of 
nearly 2,500 schools across the 
world to implement “Leader in 
Me” and the first in the Jack-
son Public School District to 
do it on a school-wide level.

The program won’t affect 
curriculum; rather the school 
will develop a culture that 
encourages students to better 
themselves both inside and 
outside the classroom.

40th Annual Wheelchair Softball 
World Series set for Biloxi

Mississippi graduation 
rates reach historic heights

Siwell Middle School receives grant 
for character-building program
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Jon DuBard, owner of Olympian, cites research, 
guidance and motivation as having led him to own 
a successful comprehensive lawn management 
business in Jackson at the young age of 27.

DuBard, who is from Jackson, attended Murrah 
High School where he was an APAC student and 
involved in many extracurricular activities con-
cerning music. However, music was not his only 
passion. His passion was in helping others – most 
specifically his family.

DuBard was given his first opportunity at 15 to 
help make money to alleviate some of the financial 
burdens placed on his mother. His mentor, Lanier 
Price, allowed DuBard to borrow his mower and 
cut his yard as well as his in-laws’ yard for $25.

This experience was the beginning of DuBard 
capitalizing on a venture that would greatly pay 
off. With research, hard work and dedication, 
DuBard worked until he was able to buy his own 
mower for $100 and started going door to door 
looking for future business.

“With a key mentor in place, I was able to de-
velop structure and he also showed me the im-
portance of finances,” said DuBard. He followed 
methods instilled by Price throughout his business 
career, throughout high school and into college.

Now with a smooth operation under his belt, the 
proper equipment for any specific job that lawn 
maintenance entails and three employees trained, 
DuBard aspires to build his company into a brand 

where he is able to step out of the scene at times 
with the business being able to still executively 
function off a system and not a person. With his 
continuous dedication, DuBard expects to reach 
this goal. His life’s mantra can be summed up as, 
“the sun’s rays only burn when focused.”

“The more opportunities you open up for others, 
the more blessings God will bequeath upon you,” 
says DuBard as he reflects on his success and his 
desire for other young people to do the same. His 
advice to any young person looking to start a busi-
ness is, “Find someone who is doing what you 
want to do and copy them, but make it your own. 
It will save you a thousand headaches.”

He is always looking for ways to uplift and be of 
help to his city, especially the youth.

DuBard may be reached at (769) 798-4406.

Hard work pays off for DuBard, 
successful lawn business owner

DuBard
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Three Meridian men have 
been arrested following their 
indictments for insurance 
fraud in Lauderdale County, 
Attorney General Jim Hood 
June 17.

Toreno L. Griffin, 35, Kyle 
Johnson, 29, both residents of 
Meridian, were recently ar-
rested by investigators with 
the Attorney General’s Insur-
ance Fraud Unit following 
their indictments by a Lauder-
dale County Grand Jury. Each 
was charged with one count of 
insurance fraud and one count 
of conspiracy to commit in-
surance fraud.

Griffin and Johnson are 
accused of intending to gain 
a benefit for themselves to 
which they were not due by 
allegedly scheming to defraud 
GEICO Insurance Company 
by filing false claims for dam-

ages received in an automo-
bile collision.

Griffin and Johnson were 
booked into the Lauderdale 
County Jail. If convicted each 
defendant faces up to eight 
years in jail, five years for 
conspiracy and three years for 
insurance fraud and a total of 
$10,000 in fines.

Johnson faces additional 
charges in a separate indict-
ment with the third defendant, 
Vanoy Adams, 22, of Merid-
ian. Each is charged with one 
count of insurance fraud and 
one count of conspiracy to 
commit insurance fraud.

The indictment alleges that 
Johnson and Adams worked 
together to appropriate a bene-
fit to themselves to which they 
were not entitled by executing 
a scheme to defraud GEICO 
Insurance Company in that 
false insurance claims were 

filed for damages received in 
an automobile collision.

If convicted, Adams faces 
up to five years in jail for con-
spiracy and three years for 
insurance fraud and a total 
of $10,000 in fines. Johnson 
faces up to an additional eight 
years (five for conspiracy 
three for insurance fraud) and 
$10,000 in fines for a total of 
16 years behind bars and a to-
tal of $20,000 in fines.

As with all cases, a charge is 
merely an accusation, and the 
defendants are presumed in-
nocent unless and until proven 
guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt in a court of law.

These cases are being inves-
tigated by Kenneth West and 
will be prosecuted by Special 
Assistant Attorney General 
Larry Baker of the Attorney 
General’s Insurance Fraud 
Unit.

While the end of summer 
seems a long time away, the 
Mississippi State Department of 
Health reminds parents that state 
law requires kids to be immu-
nized against childhood diseases 
to enter public or private school, 
Head Start or daycare.

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
approximately 95 percent of par-

ents nationwide choose to vac-
cinate their children, protecting 
them against potentially deadly 
diseases.

“Childhood vaccinations pro-
tect your child and those around 
them,” said MSDH State Epi-
demiologist Dr. Thomas Dobbs. 
“The back-to-school rush is our 
busiest immunization effort each 
year. It’s great to see children 
receiving required vaccinations, 

and we remind parents that the 
best protection is having their 
children immunized on time.”

Required vaccinations for 
children entering school in Mis-
sissippi for the first time include: 
diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis 
(DTaP); polio (IPV); hepatitis 
B; measles, mumps and rubella 
(MMR); and varicella (chicken-
pox). There is also a requirement 
for children entering seventh 

grade to receive the Tdap (teta-
nus, diphtheria and pertussis) 
vaccination.

In addition, human papilloma-
virus vaccine (HPV) and a me-
ningococcal vaccine (MCV4) are 
recommended for adolescents 11 
to 15 years of age, and a menin-
gococcal vaccine (MCV4) is rec-
ommended at age 16 to 18 years.

Parents must provide the 
school with a Certificate of Im-

munization Compliance (Form 
121) from their local health de-
partment or physician prior to 
school entry.

You may check with your phy-
sician or county health depart-
ment if you have questions about 
which immunizations your child 
will need.

Those 18 and under who are 
eligible for the Vaccines for Chil-
dren program can receive vacci-

nations for $10 each.
The MSDH accepts Medicaid, 

Medicare, CHIP and the State 
and School Employees’ Health 
Insurance Plan as well as most 
private insurance plans that cov-
er childhood vaccines.

For more information on im-
munization requirements or med-
ical exemptions for school entry, 
visit www.HealthyMS.com/im-
munizations. 

STATE

Three Meridian residents 
indicted for insurance fraud

Dept. of Health: It’s time for back-to-school immunizations
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Mississippi State Hospital 
employees honored for service

Mississippi State Hospital recently honored employees with June anniversaries for their years of service to the 
hospital. Service awards are given to MSH employees in the month of their date of hire, beginning with one year 
and followed by every fifth anniversary year. Employees receive a Certificate of Appreciation and a Service Award 
Pin. The program is sponsored by Friends of Mississippi State Hospital Inc. Mississippi State Hospital June service 
award recipients include as pictured: (first row, from left) Tenetra A. Walton of Clinton, one year; Sharon Antoinette 
Ingram of Jackson, one year; Forrest “Pete” Chase of Brandon, 35 years; Gayle A. Entrekin of Jackson, 25 years; 
(second row, from left) Shea D. Wroten of Jackson, one year; Rhonda K. Wallace of Brandon, one year; Jill S. 
Breland of Brandon, five years; Kimberly Eubanks of Jackson, 20 years; (third row, from left) Jimmy K. Stephens 
of Brandon, one year; Rodgerick O. Bridges of Mendenhall, 10 years; Shaniqua K. Jenkins of Jackson, five years; 
and Denice Jamison of Jackson, 10 years.
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Nine students from across Missis-
sippi received awards in this year’s 
Mississippi Letters About Litera-
ture writing contest. Approximately 
50,000 young readers across the 
country participated in this year’s 
Letters About Literature competition, 
a reading promotion program of the 
Center for the Book in the Library of 
Congress. The Friends of Mississippi 
Libraries were a partner on the state 
level.

To enter, young readers write per-
sonal letters to authors, explaining 
how their work changed their view of 
the world or themselves. Readers can 
select authors from any genre – fic-
tion or nonfiction, contemporary or 
classic.

The contest theme encourages a 
young reader to explore his or her 
personal response to a book, then 
express that response in a creative, 
original way. In Mississippi, approxi-
mately 500 students competed across 
all three competition levels; only 50 
letters advanced to state semifinals. 
From those, 30 were selected to ad-
vance as state finalists for judging.

The Mississippi Library Com-
mission hosted an awards ceremony 
and reception recently to honor state 
semifinalists, finalists and winners.

After a welcome and remarks by 
Mississippi Center for the Book coor-
dinator Tracy Carr, the nine state win-
ners were invited to read their letters 
aloud and then received their awards.

The first place state finalist for 
competition Level I (grades 4-6) was 

Isyss Jones of Newton for her letter 
to Rachel Renee Russel. The first 
place state finalist for Level II (grades 
7-8) was Kyran Williams-Roberts of 

Starkville, who wrote a letter to J.K. 
Rowling. Victoria Kinsey of Pon-
totoc was the first place state final-
ist for competition Level III (grades 
9-12) for her letter to J.R.R. Tolkien. 
Mississippi first-place finalists each 
receive a $100 cash prize and their 
letters move on to the national com-
petition.

State winner Victoria Kinsey’s 
letter also moved on to the national 
semifinals.

Other state winners include: Pey-
ton Burton of Pass Christian, sec-
ond place, Level I; Catherine Li 
of Starkville, second place, Level 
II; Denis Martinez of Ecru, second 
place, Level III; Darron Griffin II of 
Clarksdale, third place, Level I; So-
phie Lanier of Pass Christian, third 
place, Level II; and Skyler Turner of 
Ecru third place, Level III.

Second-place winners receive a 
$75 cash prize and third-place win-
ners receive a $50 cash prize. All state 
winners receive a medal inscribed 
with their name and ranking; all state 
semifinalists receive a certificate of 
achievement.

Megan Bryant, a teacher at Pass 
Christian Middle School, won the 
Educator of the Year award for en-
couraging the most students to submit 
letters.

The Mississippi Center for the 
Book is one of 50 state affiliates of 
the Center for the Book at the Library 
of Congress. The Center’s mission is 
to promote books, reading, libraries 
and literacy in society. 

For more information, contact 
Mississippi Center for the Book Co-
ordinator Tracy Carr at tcarr@mlc.
lib.ms.us or visit www.read.gov/let-
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Nine Mississippi students win state writing award

Tougaloo College summer 
students visit Vicksburg district
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“The School of Agriculture, Re-
search, Extension and Applied Sci-
ences welcomed Michael C. Trus-
clair as the newly-appointed United 
States Department of Agriculture/
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 1890 liaison,” said Ivory 
W. Lyles, dean and director of land-
grant programs.

“We are pleased to have Michael 
C. Trusclair on board in the school,” 
said Lyles. “One of his primary re-
sponsibilities will be to strengthen 
student placement with both federal 
agencies and in the field of agribusi-
ness.”

Trusclair will serve as a member 
of the leadership team and play a vi-
tal role in Alcorn’s federal relations 
program, Lyles added.

Trusclair, a na-
tive of Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana 
received his bach-
elor of science de-
gree in agricultural 
education from 
Southern Univer-

sity in 1996.
“I am honored to have been ap-

pointed to serve the School of Ag-
riculture, Research, Extension and 
Applied Sciences and its students,” 
said Trusclair. “My goal is to serve 
as a resource to the leadership in 
helping to guide our students to ca-
reers within the field of agriculture.”

Trusclair, 20-year NRCS em-
ployee, has previously worked as an 
instructional specialist at the USDA/
NRCS National Employee Develop-

ment Center in Fort Worth, Texas. 
For many years, Trusclair’s previous 
positions included serving as a dis-
trict conservationist and soil conser-
vationist for NRCS in various field 
offices throughout Louisiana. While 
in college, Trusclair held several in-
ternship positions with NRCS.

In 2008, Trusclair was selected to 
serve on NRCS National Cadre of 
Instructors where he taught numer-
ous courses including orientation for 
new employees, NRCS conservation 
boot camp, managing and supervi-
sion, and civil rights compliance.

As former president of the Louisi-
ana Chapter of the National Organi-
zation for Professional Black NRCS 
Employees, 1999-2012, an active 
member of the Soil and Water Con-
servation Society, and previously 

served on the Louisiana Civil Rights 
Committee, 1999-2008. Trusclair 
received the Louisiana State Con-
servationist Award for his outstand-
ing achievements with the agency 
(2006 and 2008). He also received 
the Bronze and Silver NRCS Loui-
siana Circle of Excellence Award in 
2010 and 2011.

Trusclair’s commitments to 
the community are demonstrated 
through his involvement in orga-
nizations such as Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters of Southwest Louisiana and 
the Rho Chi Chapter of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity Inc., in Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, where he presided as 
keeper of finance.

He was honored by the chapter as 
Omega Psi Phi Man of the Year in 
2003.

Jackson State Uni-
versity President 
Carolyn W. Meyers 
received an honor-
ary degree from the 
distinguished Pardee 
RAND Graduate 
School in Santa Mon-
ica, Calif., June 18.

Pardee RAND 
Graduate School, 
founded in 1970, is 
revered as the premier 
think tank in the U.S. 
and “hegemony of the Western world.” It is the 
only graduate school with a Ph.D. program spe-
cializing in public policy analysis. Additionally, 
it is also the only program established at a re-
search institute of public policy – RAND Cor-
poration.

Pardee RAND expressed why Meyers was 
chosen as a recipient, saying, “We are recogniz-
ing Dr. Meyers because of the transformational 
change she has brought to this historically black 
university, change that we learned about through 
her connection with RAND’s Gulf States office 
and has been highlighted in the book The Revo-
lution in Higher Education by Richard DeMillo.”

Meyers participated in a policy dialogue 
June 17, moderated by Pardee RAND Graduate 
School dean Susan L. Marquis. Joining in the 
discussion was Dr. Arthur Brooks, president of 
American Enterprise Institute and Warren Olney, 
host of KCRW’s To The Point.

Other degree recipients include Joseph New-
house, a John D. MacArthur professor of Health 
Policy and Management at Harvard University 
and former director for the RAND Health Insur-
ance Experiment.

Congressman and civil rights leader John 
Lewis will also be honored and will serve as the 
commencement keynote speaker.

With her summer 
internship at Merrill 
Lynch in Dallas, Tex-
as, Alcorn State Uni-
versity senior Myquis 
Levels-Morgan is get-
ting a head start on her 
career in finance.

Levels-Morgan is 
gaining valuable in-
formation about the 
finance industry as the 
company’s financial 
advisor intern. The 
business administration major’s internship started 
June 6 and will continue until Aug. 12.

The Sacramento, Calif., native is proud of being 
one of a select few to earn the internship through 
the Thurgood Marshall College Fund, of which 
she is the program’s ambassador at the University.

“It feels really great to be an intern at Merrill 
Lynch because I found out that I am one of only 
6 percent of applicants who were chosen for the 
financial advisor internship,” said Levels-Morgan. 
“Merrill Lynch is one of Forbes’ Top 25 compa-
nies. Now that I have this opportunity, I’m going 
to make the most of my time here. It feels great to 
represent TMCF because I’m fully invested in the 
program. My being chosen for the internship as 
a result of being involved with TMCF will show 
people who are interested in joining the program 
its benefits.”

So far, Levels-Morgan enjoys the hands-on 
work environment that Merrill Lynch provides.

“I like how they don’t feel the need to oversee 
everything. We’re given the chance to show our 
abilities without constant oversight.”

Trusclair appointed USDA 1890 liaison

JSU president 
receives honorary 
doctorate

Levels-Morgan 
gets taste of 
business world
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers Vicksburg District was host 
to approximately 40 students en-
rolled in the Summer Science and 
Engineering Program at Tougaloo 
College. This program is sponsored 
through an engineering agreement 
among Tougaloo, Mississippi State 
University, the National Science 
Foundation and the Robert Hearin 
Foundation.

The students, high school seniors 
and entering college freshmen, hail 
from across the United States.

“The visit to the district is to 
enhance the knowledge of the stu-
dents in the STEM fields,” stated 
Richard McGinnis, dean of Natural 
Sciences and Chemistry professor 
at Tougaloo.

District team speaking to the 
students were Shirley Smith of the 
Public Affairs Office and a Touga-
loo graduate, who welcomed the 
students and introduced the pre-
senters; Greg Raimondo, chief of 
the Public Affairs Office, who gave 
an overall review of the mission of 
the Corps; Justin Giles, who spoke 

on hydraulic engineering; Julie 
Vicars, who spoke on geographic 
information systems; Jim Cole, 
who spoke on environmental engi-
neering; and Brain Jordan spoke on 
civil engineering. Henry Dulaney, 
chief of Engineering and Construc-
tion Division at the District, spoke 

briefly on the varied fields of engi-
neering.

Following the presentations, the 
students toured several sections/of-
fices within Engineering and Con-
struction Division, which included 
brief synopses of the role of each 
office. The sections included Ar-

chitectural, Civil, Mechanical and 
Electrical, Structural, River Stabili-
zation and Levee and Drainage.

The students also had the op-
portunity to see some historical 
photos depicting the history of the 
Vicksburg District. Photos high-
lighted were from the early years 
of the Mat Sinking Unit, a one-of-
a-kind operation within the Corps; 
the Flood of 1927; before and after 
photos of Hurricane Katrina; and 
the Historic Flood of 2011.

As one of the community’s 
leading technical organizations, 
the Vicksburg District tradition-
ally supports local and surround-
ing educational institutions through 
the varied expertise of our diverse 
workforce. The district’s involve-
ment in local and surrounding 
schools is critical to the success 
of our educational systems and 
our success in building our future 
workforce.

The Corps’ involvement with stu-
dents helps to build the necessary 
skills of our future leaders, and in-
troduces many students and educa-
tors to the Corps for the first time.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Students attending Tougaloo College’s Summer Science and Engineering Pro-
gram recently visited the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Vicksburg District.
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The first, second and third place win-
ners of the Mississippi Letters About 
Literature competition, a reading pro-
motion program of the Center for the 
Book in the Library of Congress. The 
Friends of Mississippi Libraries were 
a partner on the state level.  Pictured 
are (back, from left) Sophie Lanier, 
Third Place Level III; Victoria Kinsey, 
First Place Level III; Kyran Williams-
Roberts, First Place Level II; Catherine 
Li, Second Place Level II; (front, from 
left) Darron Griffin II, Third Place Level 
I; Peyton Burton, Second Place Level 
I. Not pictured are Isyss Jones, First 
Place Level I; Denis Martinez, Second 
Place Level II and Skyler Turner, Third 
Place Level III.

Megan Bryant, a teacher at Pass 
Christian Middle School, won the 
Educator of the Year award at the 
Mississippi Letters About Literature 
competition. Pictured are Bryant (left) 
and Tracy Carr.



Coming off of the heels of a very spe-
cial day for men around the country, the 
celebration of fathers in America con-
tinues in many households. However, in 
mine, another celebration is being added 
to that – my birthday. On June 24, Clar-
ence and Lenora Monix presented their 

fourth child, their second daughter, to the world and oh, 
what a present I was in 1961.

I was born in the pre-ultrasound era so my gender 
was a guess but my parents were assured by the masses 
that I would be a boy. Everyone was so sure that I’d ac-
tually been given a boy’s name and my older brothers’ 
hand me downs were packed and waiting on my arrival 
to our home.

Needless to say, I was told on numerous occasions 
how my proposed name had to be changed quickly 
after my birth.  I was told that my birthing nurse had 
just finished reading a book in which the main charac-
ter’s name was Daphne. She suggested the name to my 
mother who agreed. My mother then took what would 
have been my first name – Clarence, if I’d been born a 
boy, and changed a letter to creatively give me a unique 
middle name.

My middle name, Charence, which I later passed on 
to my daughter, is something that gives me great pride. 
My name has appeared as “Clarence” more times than 
I count.  While having a recent discussion about my 
middle name, I was asked if I got mad whenever I was 
called Clarence in my youth and to be honest, the an-
swer is no. My name was a derivative of my father, the 
first man I ever loved – so, again- no. And now, during 
this Father’s Day season, I am even prouder as another 
year is added to my life, to bear his name and to always 
feel his love.

As I celebrate my birthday and honor my father, I find 
myself drawn to Psalms 7l: 17-18 “Oh God, thou hast 
taught me from my youth: and hitherto have I declared 
thy wondrous works. Now also when I am old and gray-
headed, O God, forsake me not; until I have showed thy 
strength unto this generation, and thy power to every 
one that is to come”

As I age, I not only thank God for the generations 
that have come after me but for the generations that are 
before me. I thank Him for my parents who supported 
me in all that I did.

Lord, as I extend my hand, I thank You for not only 
the generations before and after me or the birthdays 
past and present but for the love of you and your Son. 
Lord, I thank you for the celebrations of the past and 
the future. I thank you for life and the ability to share 
it with others.

As we continue to celebrate our earthly fathers, let 
us not forget to always honor our supreme Father.  Let 
us always share the good news of our Heavenly Father 
who existed before the beginning of recorded time. 

As I always do, I now ask that you remember Isaiah 
52:7 which reads – “How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim sal-
vation, who say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and 
around the state of Mississippi, would like to not only 
share your news but all who would like to tell others 
about the Lord’s goodness and about their places of 
worship and even those religious institutions that are 
visited.

To share your news, contact Daphne M. Higgins at 
religion@mississippilink.com, fax (601) 896-0091 or 
mail your information to The Mississippi Link, 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the 
Religion EditorA powerful story for 

active fathers

Annual meeting of Baptist training 
and teaching held in Tampa
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New Horizon Church International, 1770 El-
lis Ave., Jackson, will host its Bishop’s Ball from 
7-11 p.m. June 24. For more information, call 
(601) 371-8282 or e-mail info@nhcms.org. Bish-
op Ronnie C. Crudup Sr. is the pastor.

Cherry Grove Missionary Baptist Church, 
1296 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr., Jackson, will 
host its Senior Citizens Day June 26. For more 
information call (601) 354-1256. Rev. Marek D. 
Walker is the pastor.

Mission Mississippi, 840 E. River Place, Ste. 
506, Jackson, will host its monthly Prayer Break-
fasts from 6:45-7:45 a.m. June 28 and 30, at 
the respective churches:  June 28, Southside 
Baptist Church, 800 Raymond Road, Jackson, 

Rev. Jeff Parker, pastor and June 30, First Baptist 
Church of Jackson, 431 N. State St., Jackson. 
Neddie Winters is the president of Mission Mis-
sissippi.

New Travelers Rest Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1440 Peach Place, Jackson, will cel-
ebrate its 66th year anniversary at 3 p.m. June 
26.  The guest speaker will be Pastor Lorenzo 
Carter of Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church, 
Raymond.  For more information call (601) 201-
7218.

Greater Fairview M. B. Church, 2545 Newport 
St., Jackson, will host movie night featuring “God’s 
Not Dead” June 29, at various times throughout 
the day.  For additional information visit https://

greaterfairview.org/events-calendar/ or call (601) 
362-6447. Charles Spann is the pulpit facilitator.

Holy Temple Baptist Church, 5077 Cabaniss 
Circle, Jackson, will celebrate the 10th year an-
niversary of its pastor, Rev. Audrey Lynne Hall, 
July 16 – 17.  The celebration will begin with an 
Anniversary Banquet at 6 p.m. July 16, at the 
Jackson Revival Center Multi-purpose Complex, 
4655 Terry Road, Jackson.  The banquet speak-
er is senior pastor Jennifer Biard of the Jackson 
Revival Center.  The Anniversary Service will be 
held at 2 p.m. July 17, at Holy Temple Missionary 
Baptist Church.  The sermon will be delivered by 
Overseer Ava Sanchez Harvey Sr., senior pastor 
of Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church, Bran-
don. For more information call (601) 922-6588.

In his powerful 
editorial published 
in the June 16-22, 
edition of The Mis-
sissippi Link, Des-
mond Andrews 
helped dispel some 

prevalent myths about black fathers. 
One of those myths is that black fa-
thers are not deeply involved in the 
lives of their children. Too often, 
the caricature of black fathers is that 
we are aloof, emotionally unavail-
able to our wives and children and 
inadequate for the task of parenting. 
To be sure, there are a lot of black 
dads who failed their children by 
not being there for them, but this is 
not the whole of the story and recent 
data suggest otherwise.

Andrews reports, “The National 
Center for Health Statistics says that 
70 percent of African-American fa-
thers who live with their children 
are more involved in their daily 
lives compared (to) 60 percent of 
white fathers.”  These fathers “were 
most likely to have bathed, dressed, 
diapered or helped their children 
use the toilet every day.” Hope-
fully, the findings of this 3-year-old 

study will help us reimagine black 
fatherhood. We must, as a commu-
nity, celebrate those fathers who are 
present and doing the best they can 
to nurture, discipline, protect and 
provide for their sons and daugh-
ters.

Since becoming a father, I have 
thought much about what this 
means not only for me but also for 
all dads. We seldom see positive 
images of black dads in our con-
temporary media. We all remember 
James Evans, Ernest Frye, Heath-
cliff Huxtable, Uncle Phil and Carl 
Winslow. But for what seems like a 
decade, we didn’t have iconic fig-
ures in film. Thankfully, President 
Barack Obama, Steph Curry and 
Dre Johnson are notable present day 
father figures.

Beyond film and celebrity, 
though, there are many great dads 
in our neighborhoods, churches 
and community gatherings; they 
plat their daughter’s hair, take their 
sons to the barbershop, teach their 
offspring life lessons and motivate 
them to achieve more.

And yet, all too often, these im-
ages of the present dad are not what 
immediately come to mind. We tend 
to think first of the deadbeat dads 

and absentee father and “sperm do-
nors.” Nevertheless, black father-
hood is more complex than this.

Sunday was my second Father’s 
Day. My sons, who my wife and 
I affectionately call Duke and 
Jozy, are now a little more than 20 
months old. It has been a journey 
with ups and downs and one that I 
would never regret.

Although I was part of the study 
Andrews cites, I consider myself 
among the 70 percent. I talked to, 
sang for and prayed over my twins 
as they were being formed in Alli-
son’s womb. I was in the operating 
room when they emerged from their 
prenatal home and welcomed them 
into this world. I got up all times of 
night to feed and change them as 
Allison healed from delivery. I’ve 
changed countless diapers, wiped 
away countless tears and cleaned 
up my share of vomit.

All the while, I have wondered, 
from time to time, if I am doing a 
good job. Let’s be honest, most of 
us don’t really know what we are 
doing. It’s a mix of divine grace 
and human intuition, along with a 
measure of tenacity and a pinch of 
observation that keep us from blow-
ing things up. And yet every time 

Duke and Jozy enunciate “Daddy!” 
as they jump with delirious glee, I 
know that, by God’s grace, I’m do-
ing something right.

So, this is a word of encourage-
ment for every father actively en-
gaged in your son and/or daughter’s 
life: you are the man! Keep your 
head up! You got this because our 
Father has got you!

As James 1:16-17 says, “Do not 
be deceived, my beloved brothers. 
Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights with whom 
there is no variation or shadow due 
to change.” God, who is the same 
yesterday, today and forevermore, 
is faithful to give us everything we 
need in order to be the kind of men 
and fathers who bring glory to his 
name and are of benefit to the chil-
dren we are blessed to train up.

Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate of the 
University of Mississippi and Duke 
University, serves as the director 
of Student Religious Life at Alcorn 
State University and is the pastor of 
Mt. Helm Baptist Church in Jack-
son. Rhodes is married to Allison 
Thomas-Rhodes and they are the 
parents of twin boys, Carroll Ed-
ward III and Cornelius Josiah.

The National Baptist Congress 
of Christian Education 111th An-
nual Session is underway and 
members of various churches 
from across the country are con-
vening in Tampa, Fla. to take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to learn 
and become stronger in their own 
faith while working to be a vessel 
in helping others to grow spiritu-
ally in their walk with the Lord.

The annual June meeting, which 
will end June 24, is held in vari-
ous cities across the country as a 
teaching and training event that is 
usually the home to 30,000 del-
egates, while in session. The 2016 
theme for the 111th Congress of 
Christian Education is “Envision-
ing the Future, Exceptionally – 
through Growing Disciples.”

Under the helm of the Na-
tional Baptist Convention, USA, 
Inc., which is led by the national 
president, Rev. Jerry Young, pas-
tor of New Hope Baptist Church 
in Jackson, the National Baptist 
Congress of Christian Education 
is headed by Congress president 
Rev. James H. Cokley, of Con-
way, S.C. Serving with Cokley is 
the dean of the National Baptist 
Congress of Christian Education, 
Elliott Cuff of Woodlawn, Ohio.

While greeting the 
delegates,Young said, “No greater 
role of our convention is there 
than to fulfill the Great Commis-
sion of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, when He commissioned 
us to go, teach, baptize and make 
disciples (see Matthew 28:19-
20). As the teaching arm of the 
NBC, USA, Inc., the Congress of 

Christian Education has the re-
sponsibility to provide our mem-
bers with powerful yet practical 
methods, strategies and informa-
tion that will equip us to be profi-
cient in sharing the good news of 
the gospel – good news that can 
lead to eternal life with our heav-
enly father. Packed with promise, 
possibilities, and practicality, our 
111th session has the potential 
to be a catalyst for adding to the 
church and increasing the number 
of Christians who actually share 
the gospel with others.”

More than 300 classes are of-
fered to prepare Christian edu-
cation leaders with the essential 
tools needed to provide training 
to their local ministries.

Some the classes taught or led 
by Mississippians include:

• How the Bible Came to Be – 

instructor Charlie Barnes
• Church History in Acts – in-

structor Marvin Myles
• Developing a Multi-Media 

Production through Puppetry – in-
structor Gwendolyn Battle

• Using Social Media to En-
hance Your Ministry – instructor 
Keith McMillian

• Bible Study Methods for Mas-
ter Teachers – instructor Jacque-
line Mack

• Seminar for Christian Educa-
tion Presidents – instructor Robert 
Cain

• It’s OK to Be a Christian – in-
structor Linda Robinson

• Hip Hop Culture and Chris-
tianity – instructor Rev. Moshiu 
Knox

• Moderators’ Division Director 
– Rev. Matthew Canada

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link



“Frank Jr.” 
was what I was 
called as a child 
because between 
me and my three 
sisters, I was the 
one most like 

my father. From how I walked 
(I can thank the strong Riley 
family genes for being pigeon-
toed) to my love of cooking, I 
was a carbon copy of my father. 
I thought I might outgrow it but 
the resemblance is even stronger 
now when I hear myself saying 
the same things my father says, 
“You don’t have to believe me. 
Just keep on livin’… you’ll see,” 
minus the North Carolinian ac-
cent.  

Even as I have tried to change 
how I walk and talk, I can’t be-

cause it is in my DNA. 
In honor of Father’s Day, I’d 

like to share a fascinating story 
of daughters who knew the 
power of both their natural and 
spiritual DNA (destiny, needs 
and authority). The daughters of 
Zelophehad knew their destiny, 
let God meet their needs and ex-
ercised the right authority. Zelo-
phehad was a descendant of the 
Old Testament’s Joseph who did 
not make it to the promised land.

Numbers 27:1-7 explains 
how they petitioned Moses for 
the right to inherit land. Since 
their father died without leav-
ing a male heir, they were con-
cerned.  Inheritance laws at the 
time made it nearly impossible 
for women to own land. Verse 
two shows how the five sisters, 
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah 
and Tirzah, chose to deal with 

their situation in bold unity.
Using an attitude of assur-

ance, not fear or arrogance, verse 
four shows how they appealed 
to the right authority at the right 
time and with the right attitude. 
In addition, they knew what the 
current laws were but they also 
knew what they were entitled to.

When Moses took their case to 
God, he was told by God to give 
the women their land because 
what they were asking for was 
right. The scripture doesn’t say 
whether the daughters prayed 
before they went to Moses. 
However, God’s response shows 
that he was waiting to meet their 
needs; all they needed to do was 
to faithfully ask him.

Like these daughters, we have 
to learn how to follow our desti-
ny, allow God to meet our needs 
and obey the authority that he 

places in our lives. Much like 
our natural DNA, our spiritual 
DNA can reproduce others that 
love God, seek after God and 
trust God.

We should ask God to show 
us how learning more about our 
spiritual DNA will make clearer 
the destiny God has for our lives, 
give us the confidence to know 
that our needs will be met and al-
low us to recognize and obey the 
authority that will influence our 
life. Above all else, we must be-
lieve that God will increase our 
ability to trust Him, our desire to 
seek God and, most importantly, 
our capacity to love Him.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
ends.”  She can be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of June 23

1. Wanna Be Happy?    Kirk Franklin
2. Put A Praise On It    Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard
3. 123 Victory     Kirk Franklin
4. Made A Way     Travis Greene
5. You’re Bigger     Jekalyn Carr
6. The Anthem     Todd Dulaney
7. Better     Hezekiah Walker
8. Spirit Break Out    William McDowell Featuring Trinity Anderson
9. I’m Yours      Casey J
10. Be Like Jesus    Deitrick Haddon

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                 ARTISTS     ALBUM

Daddy’s girls:  
DNA goes a long way

We find these 
words in the gos-
pel according to 
Matthew 25:31-
34, “When the 
Son of Man shall 
come in His Glo-

ry, and all the Holy Angels with 
Him, then shall He sit upon the 
throne of His Glory: And before 
Him shall be gathered all na-
tions: and He shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the 
goats: And He shall set the sheep 
on His right hand, but the goats 
on the left. Then shall the King 
say unto them on His right hand, 
come, ye blessed of My Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of 
the world.”

Life’s cycle is very busy, and 
if we are not careful, it will cause 
us to procrastinate in our daily 
responsibilities.

We all have suspenses and 
deadlines to meet in our lives. 
When they are very important 
deadlines, we must lay aside 
everything else to complete the 
project by the suspense time.

First Timothy 2:5 says, “For 
there is one God, and one me-
diator between God and men, 
the Man Christ Jesus.” As we 
are aware, a mediator is some-
one who is a go-between; such 
as a lawyer who represents and 
speaks for his clients. Jesus 
Christ is our mediator who is an 
intercessor between God and us.

It is important for us to real-
ize that a time is coming when 
Christ will change from being 
our mediator to being our judge. 
Matthew 25:32 states, “And be-
fore Him shall be gathered all 
nations: And He shall separate 
them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from 
the goats.” I am glad Christ is our 
mediator. We read in Romans 
3:23, “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the Glory of God.” 
We have a mediator and friend 
in Christ Jesus, and He is our 
intercessor between God and us. 
What a friend we have in Jesus.

Everyone has the choice of 
serving God. In the day and time 
in which we live, people are too 
busy and will make excuses for 
not serving Him. No excuses 
will be heard on Judgment Day.  
We can’t make up our rules on 
how we will enter the Kingdom 
of God.

We read in the New Testa-
ment, John 10:1, these words, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
he that entereth not by the door 
into the sheepfold, but climbeth 
up some other way, the same is a 
thief and a robber.”  

Jesus continues to speak in 
John 10:9, these words, “I am 
the door: by Me if any man enter 
in, he shall be saved, and shall go 
in and out, and find pasture.” Je-
sus makes it very clear and plain 
that only by Him can we be born 
again.

Taking communion and being 
baptized do not assure us of go-
ing to heaven. Many people base 
their lives on false worship and 
believe they are going to heaven. 
In order to have eternal life, peo-
ple must  be born again.  

We live in a very fast-paced 
society. We are constantly on the 
go. I wonder sometimes, do we 
forget God in all our daily activi-
ties. Do we have a relationship 
with God which involves daily 
communication and examina-
tion to see if we truly love Him? 
Today, people make little time to 
even thank God for all He has 
bestowed upon them.

My heart and prayers go out 
to the recent attack of terrorism 
in Orlando, Fla. I wonder if any 
of the survivors and those which 
were killed read the Bible.

God is so good. I am thankful 
that His love reached down and 
delivered me from sin. All I can 
say is, “Thank you, Lord.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, An-
derson, Ind. He is also chairman 
of the Southeastern Association 
of the Church of God.

A warning about 
readiness

Part I

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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1750

www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • A9JUNE 23 - 29, 2016

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist



“It’s hard 
to be humble 
when you’re 
as great as I 
am.” – Mu-
hammad Ali, 
Champion-

ship Boxer, American Ac-
tivist, International Icon, 
1942-2016

How would you approach 
the colossal task of describ-
ing a man who once boasted 
that he, “wrestled with alli-
gators, tussled with a whale, 
done handcuffed lightning 
and throw thunder in jail. 
Only last week murdered a 
rock, injured a stone, hospi-
talized a brick, so mean he 
made medicine sick”?

I think that’s a man you 
allow to define himself – in 
his own colorful words –
which is what Muhammad 
Ali did his entire life and 
throughout his legendary 
boxing career.

Cassius Marcellus Clay 
Jr. was born where he was 
buried: Louisville, Ky. His 
mother was a cook and 
house cleaner and his fa-
ther was a frustrated painter 
with big dreams, dreams he 
would pass on to both his 
sons along with this con-
stant refrain – “I am the 
greatest.”

Ali’s legendary boxing 
career began with a be-
loved, stolen bicycle. The 
$60 red Schwinn was a 
Christmas gift from his fa-
ther, and it would set the 
wheels in motion for an 
angry 12-year-old kid who 
claimed he would “whup” 
the person who stole his 
bike, to step into a ring, 
pick up boxing gloves and 

fight for justice. It was a de-
fining moment and a trope 
that would shape his profes-
sional and personal life.

Ali was a great fighter, but 
his fights were never lim-
ited to the inside of a boxing 
ring. Ali’s career was teem-
ing with personal success, 
but every win in and out of 
the ring was a win for every 
man or woman who ever felt 
attacked, or had to bob-and-
weave past the ferocious 
jabs of social injustice. Ali 
was a professional athlete, 
but he used that platform to 
make an impact that tran-
scended pugilism. Famous 
people often take up causes, 
but Ali is the greatest be-
cause he stood up for his 
principles and made conse-
quential sacrifices on behalf 
of those causes.

After winning a gold 
medal in the Rome Olym-
pics and beating Sonny 
Liston for the heavyweight 
championship, the newly 
crowned 22-year-old champ 
renounced his given name, 
Cassius Clay, as a “slave 
name” and revealed that he 
was a member of the Nation 
of Islam. His new faith and 
his new name drew intense 
controversy and lost him 
many fans, but he perse-
vered and successfully de-
fended his title every time 
he stepped in the ring.

In 1967, Ali was drafted 
to serve in the Army during 
the height of our nation’s 
war in Vietnam. He refused 
to serve, saying, “I ain’t got 
no quarrel with them Viet 
Cong,” and requested con-
scientious-objector status 
from fighting against peo-
ple he said never lynched 
him or put dogs on him. No 
slight of hand in the ring, 

head fake or lightening 
quick shuffle was as bold 
as Ali’s refusal to fight in a 
war he did not believe in.

The reaction was swifter 
and harder than the punches 
of any opponent Ali had 
ever faced. Many called 
him a traitor. Ali was con-
victed of draft evasion, 
stripped of his heavyweight 
title and banned from box-
ing. While he wasn’t locked 
up for sticking to his con-
viction, he was locked out 
of the sport the brought him 
to fame. He sacrificed three 
years of his career and un-
told millions rather than re-
nounce his anti-war stance.

Ali would return to the 
ring in 1970 and would go 
on to thrill boxing fans, 
supporters, and critics, 
with his skill in the ring. 
Loud and unapologetic, Ali 
would continue to speak out 
against social injustice and 
preach the gospel of black 
pride. Never forgetting 
those who were still “catch-
ing hell” while he had it 
made, Ali understood that 
“service to others is the rent 
you pay for your room here 
on earth.”

The 12-year-old boy who 
lost his bike at the hands of 
an unknown thief may have 
changed his name, but never 
wavered from his purpose: 
to seek justice. His fight for 
justice was never his alone; 
it was for everyone.

It was during this period 
of his career that I, a star-
struck 13-year-old, was 
thrilled to meet Ali at an Al-
pha Phi Alpha convention 
in Milwaukee. I was awed 
by him and have considered 
him a hero all my life. One 
of my prized possessions is 
an autographed Ali boxing 

glove, a cherished wedding 
gift from my wife. Later, I 
was honored to serve as an 
Ali Center board member 
for several years.

Ali laid his gloves down 
for the last time in 1980. 
After retiring, he was di-
agnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease. As the progressive 
condition robbed him of his 
poetry, stinging provoca-
tions and physical dexterity, 
he became a more cherished 
figure, here and abroad, and 
the accolades poured in for 
breadth of Ali’s career as a 
boxer and activist.

He was the first boxer on 
a box of Wheaties. He lit 
the Olympic flame during 
the Atlanta Olympics. Pres-
ident Bush presented Ali 
with the Medal of Freedom, 
and the National Urban 
League honored Ali with 
the highest commendation 
presented by the organiza-
tion by giving him an Equal 
Opportunity Day Award.

He was my idol and his 
courage has been a beacon 
for so many in my genera-
tion.

Ali fought his last battle 
against his most vicious foe 
in the public eye for more 
than 30 years.

While we mourn the time 
of his departure, we are re-
minded of what made him 
“the greatest of all time.” 
We should all draw comfort 
from knowing that he com-
peted well. We take pride in 
the fact that he finished the 
race. And we recognize that 
we are all better because 
he kept the faith. Rest in 
peace, champ.

Marc H. Morial, former 
mayor of New Orleans, is 
president and CEO of the 
National Urban League.

OPINION

Hillary Clinton’s 
wrap-up recently of 
the Democratic Party 
nomination for the 
presidency – the first 
woman in American 
history to head the tick-

et of a major political party – quickly 
set in place the Democratic “tag-team” 
ready to aid in taking on what is still 
the “Donald Trump Republican Party 
reality show.”

On June 9, President Barack Obama 
met with Clinton’s primary opponent, 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, at the 
White House in the morning, and then 
quickly posted on social media his of-
ficial endorsement of her. That was 
soon followed by endorsements from 
Vice President Joe Biden and Massa-
chusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren.

The speed and smoothness of the 
effort, which will eventually be aug-
mented by Sanders fulfilling the 
pledge he made to Obama to work to 
defeat Trump, presented a sharp con-
trast to the disarray still roiling both 
the Trump campaign and the broad-
er Republican organization. And it 
showed how eager the Democrats are 
to get to the general-election stage of 
campaigning.

But right now it’s also important to 
make the point that Clinton’s gaining 
the nomination is not only a great per-
sonal achievement but also a signifi-
cant moment in the history of America. 

For one thing, it does re-affirm, as 
did Obama’s 2008 breakthrough elec-
tion, that at least for one of America’s 
major political parties and its constitu-
ents, competing to be leader of the 
United States, and of the Free World, 
isn’t “reserved” just for white men. 

Clinton’s primary victory under-
scores what has always been true – that 
the talent-pool of American society is 
not stacked in any sort of pecking or-
der of those characteristics that were 
once used to keep certain Americans 
from rising as far as their abilities 
could take them.

It was important for Obama, via his 
election, to make that point first: The 
primary reason is that he was the best 
person at that moment for the enor-
mous task of saving the U.S. from eco-
nomic ruin and tackling the mess the 
Bush administration had made of for-
eign and domestic affairs. Secondly, 
the racist reaction to his being Amer-
ica’s president exposed how virulent 
anti-black racism and other kinds of 
bigotry remain in American society. 

That assertion’s truth is now embod-
ied in the Republican Party’s nominee 

for president, Donald Trump.
In other words, what Trump repre-

sents is a major reason why Clinton is 
the right woman to now take posses-
sion of the presidency.

Of course, she’s earned it on her 
own, too, by her long service to the 
American people. For her name, sub-
stitute that of Eleanor Roosevelt or 
Michelle Obama to truly understand 
the true meaning of the fierce criti-
cism she’s always endured from some 
women as well as men as being cal-
culating, or tough, or brassy or bossy. 
This is a strong woman who does not 
respect those barriers that really ex-
ist only to confine women to second-
class status. That’s why her achieve-
ments include (beyond having been a 
first lady) having been a twice-elected 
United States senator, having mounted 
a hard-fought campaign eight years 
ago for the Democratic nomination, 
and then having served as Secretary of 
State for six years.

Some now want to hold her length 
of public service and her longstand-
ing ambition to be president against 
her. Of course, that’s never been put 
forward as a criticism of the men – 
Abraham Lincoln, the Roosevelts, 
John F. Kennedy, Lyndon Baines 
Johnson, Richard Nixon, Ronald Rea-
gan or Barack Obama, to name a few 
– who’ve gained the presidency.

No man has gotten to the White 
House without an extraordinarily deep 
reservoir of self-confidence, unshak-
able ambition and first-class skill at be-
ing a politician. And, for most of those 
on the list, a desire to move American 
society forward.

That’s what Clinton has.
The contrast between Clinton and 

Trump could not be sharper in terms of 
the attitude and skill-set it takes to lead 
the government of the United States, 
to be the president. Nor could the con-
trast be greater in terms of personal 
discipline, moral character, compas-
sion and a commitment to advancing 
equal opportunity in American society. 

That’s why Clinton is the right 
woman at the right time for the presi-
dency. She is what American society 
and the world community need now 
more than ever.

Lee A. Daniels, a former reporter 
for The Washington Post and the New 
York Times, is also a former editor 
of The National Urban League’s The 
State of Black America. He is a key-
note speaker and author whose books 
include Last Chance: The Political 
Threat to Black America. He is writ-
ing a book on the Obama years and 
the 2016 election. He can be reached 
at leedanielsjournalist@gmail.com.

The right woman 
for the right time 

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO 
National Urban League 

T h e i r 
names will 
– or should 
– become 
h o u s e h o l d 
words: Brian 
Banks and 

Brock Turner. Both are ath-
letes. One, Banks, is black, 
and Turner is white.

Both were accused and 
convicted of rape. Banks 
was 16 and still in high 
school in 2003 when he was 
accused and convicted. He 
spent a year in juvenile de-
tention before his case came 
up and faced a sentence of 
41 years to life but a judge 
eventually gave him six 
years.

The clincher: he did not 
commit the rape. He served 
five years and two months 
of his sentence before he 
was released. His accuser 
recanted her story in 2012, 
but by then, the life of this 
once promising football 
player had been forever al-
tered. He missed graduat-
ing from high school and, 
of course, could not go to 
college, though he had com-
mitted to play at the Univer-
sity of Southern California.

Turner is 20, a student at 
Stanford University, and a 

champion swimmer. He was 
found in the act of raping an 
unconscious woman behind 
a dumpster, and yes, he was 
convicted on three felony 
counts of rape for a crime 
that happened in 2015. But 
he received a sentence of 
only six months, though he 
faced the possibility of 14 
years. Santa Clara County 
Judge Aason Persky thought 
that prison time would be 
damaging to the young man. 
His exact words, “A prison 
sentence would have a se-
vere impact on him.”

Do tell.
Not only has Turner re-

ceived a six-month sen-
tence, but it is six months 
with the possibility of pa-
role. And ...his father has 
pleaded with the court for 
even more leniency.

Neither athlete had a 
criminal history. Both were 
good students. Both were 
star athletes. But one was 
black and one was white.

The Turner sentence has 
sparked outrage; literally 
thousands of people have 
signed petitions protesting 
the sentence and demand-
ing that Judge Persky be 
removed from the bench, 
but it is not likely that the 
outrage will have any effect. 
People are saying that the 

six-month sentence is un-
fortunate, but that the “sys-
tem worked.”

The same system, one 
must suppose, that worked 
for Ethan Couch, the young 
white youth who pleaded 
guilty to four counts of in-
toxication manslaughter. 
Prosecutors sought a 20-
year prison sentence, but 
Couch received no jail time. 
His attorney argued that he 
was sick; that his affluence 
had affected his ability to 
make good decisions – like 
not driving drunk.

When Banks was accused 
and convicted of rape and 
sentenced to six years in 
prison, there was no out-
rage. And it actually took 
some time between the re-
cantation of Banks’ accuser 
and his release from jail. 
There was no hurry, no con-
cern about how prison and 
indeed this entire experi-
ence had affected, or would 
affect, this young man.

Not only has Turned got-
ten, in effect, a free pass, 
but the woman whom he 
raped has been ignored. She 
pleaded for justice. Her long 
letter was read to the judge, 
to the court, and now, to the 
public, but it has been for 
naught.

The rich, white kid has 

virtually gotten away with 
rape.

Banks now works for the 
National Football League, 
not as a player, but in the 
NFL offices. He still re-
members the all-white jury 
pronouncing him guilty and 
the people in the courtroom 
that day regarding him with 
disdain. Nobody, it seems, 
cried at Banks’ conviction 
and nobody cared that his 
life was ruined.

It is the lay of the land in 
these United States: justice 
for some, not justice for all, 
especially if you are an Af-
rican-American male.

Someone said that Turn-
er’s life is forever ruined. 
He has been ordered to reg-
ister as a sex offender. He 
will not be able to compete 
as a swimmer anymore, and 
he probably will not be able 
to go to college.

Or maybe he will.
Rev. Susan K Smith is an 

ordained minister who lives 
in Columbus, Ohio. She is 
the author of several books, 
including “Crazy Faith: 
Ordinary People; Extraor-
dinary Lives” and “The 
Book of Jeremiah: The Life 
and Ministry of Jeremiah 
A. Wright Jr. She may be 
reached by emailing revsue-
kim@sbcglobal.net

‘Justice’ in black and white
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Muhammad Ali: A fighter 
in and out of the ring
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES

IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE FIFTH FLOOR ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION

& RENOVATIONS AT 
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

(JMAA PROJECT NO. 003-15)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids 
at the Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Ter-
minal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Missis-
sippi, until 2:00 p.m. central time August 10, 2016 (the “Bid Deadline”), for 
construction and related services in connection with the Fifth Floor Environ-
mental Remediation and Renovations Project at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport (the “Work”).

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. central time 
August 10, 2016 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Community Room, Third Floor 
of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be 
marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number 
and with the wording: “Fifth Floor Environmental Remediation and Renova-
tions Project at JAN, JMAA Project No. 003-15.” Bid proposals, amend-
ments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after 
the Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatsoever. JMAA 
invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be present at the 
Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by 
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. 
The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this 
Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement to be ex-
ecuted by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder. Any Addenda issued clari-
fying and/or changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/or changing 
instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in 
relation to the Instruction to Bidders, including plans and specifications, 
shall become part of the Information for Bidders.  Plans and specifications 
related to the Work are considered a part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders, including plans and specifications, is on file 
and open for public inspection at JAN at the following address:

  Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
  Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
  100 International Drive
  Jackson, Mississippi 39208
  Telephone: (601) 939-5631 ext. 462
  Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
  Attention:  Joyce Tillman, Facility Engineer

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the 
Work) may be obtained upon payment of a $100.00 refundable fee per set.  
Bid documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition for pur-
chase cost to be refunded. The Architect for this Project reserves the right 
to determine quality of plans upon return. Payment for the bid documents 
is to be in the form of a company or cashier’s check made payable to Sir 
Speedy Printing. The check may be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Doc-
uments at the following address or may be mailed to the following address:

  Sir Speedy Printing
  2701 North State Street
  Jackson, MS  39216
  Telephone: (601) 981-3045
  Facsimile: (601) 362-2909
  Email: speedy3401@aol.com 

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the 
request.  Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until pay-
ment is received.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on July 
13, 2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main 
Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 
100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is mandatory for all those submitting bids as a Prime Contrac-
tor for the Work.  Identified Sub-Contractors and or persons seeking oppor-
tunities to provide work as a Sub-Contractor are encouraged to attend the 
pre-bid conference, though attendance is not mandatory.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work 
by Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to 
waive informalities in the bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for 
up to ninety (90) days before awarding the Contract.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or 
to provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more 
Addenda by posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/RFQrfb-center/).   
JMAA will also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons 
on record with JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via 
email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 22% for the Work solic-
ited by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

DATE: July 22, 2016 /s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.    
   Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., 
   Chief Executive Officer

6/23/2016   6/30/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES

IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE REHABILITATION OF RUNWAY 16R/34L, TAXIWAY ALPHA

AND CROSS CONNECTOR TAXIWAYS AT 
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

(JMAA PROJECT NO. 005-11; AIP PROJECT NO. NOT ASSIGNED)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at 
the Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal 
Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 
10:00 a.m. central time on July 21, 2016 (the “Bid Deadline”), for construction 
and related services in connection with the Rehabilitation of Runway 16R/34L, 
Taxiway Alpha and Cross Connector Taxiways at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport (the “Work”).

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 10:05 a.m. central time on 
July 21, 2016 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Community Room, Third Floor of the 
Main Terminal Building at JAN.

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must 
be marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number 
and with the wording: “Rehabilitation of Runway 16R/34L, Taxiway Alpha and 
Cross Connector Taxiways Project at JAN, JMAA Project No. 005-11.” Bid 
proposals, amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received 
by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatso-
ever. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be present 
at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by 
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. 
The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Ad-
vertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement to be execut-
ed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder.  Any Addenda issued clarifying 
and/or changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/or changing instruc-
tions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to 
the Instruction to Bidders, including plans and specifications, shall become 
part of the Information for Bidders. Plans and specifications related to the 
Work are considered a part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders, including plans and specifications, is on file and 
open for public inspection at JAN at the following address:

  Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
  Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
  100 International Drive
  Jackson, Mississippi 39208
  Telephone: (601) 939-5631 ext. 462
  Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
  Attention:  Meenakshi Nieto, A.A.E.
  Director of Capital Programming

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work) 
may be obtained upon payment of a $100.00 refundable fee per set.  Bid 
documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition for purchase 
cost to be refunded.  The Engineer for this Project reserves the right to deter-
mine quality of plans upon return.  Payment for the bid documents is to be in 
the form of a company or cashier’s check made payable to IMS Engineers, 
PA.  The check may be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents at the 
following address or may be mailed to the following address:

  IMS Engineers, PA
  126 East Amite Street
  Jackson, MS  39206
  Telephone: (601) 968-9194
  Facsimile: (601) 968-9192
  Email: tjavant@imsengineers.com

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the re-
quest.  Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment 
is received.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on July 7, 
2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main Termi-
nal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 In-
ternational Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference 
is mandatory for all those submitting bids as a Prime Contractor for the Work.  
Identified Sub-Contractors and or persons seeking opportunities to provide 
work as a Sub-Contractor are encouraged to attend the pre-bid conference, 
though attendance is not mandatory.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work 
by Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids; to 
waive informalities in the bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for 
up to ninety (90) days before awarding the Contract.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or 
to provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more 
Addenda by posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/RFQrfb-center/).   
JMAA will also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons 
on record with JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via 
email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 22% for the Work solicited 
by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

DATE: June 22, 2016 /s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.    
   Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., 
   Chief Executive Officer

6/23/2016  6/30/2016  

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped 
in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, July 12, 2016, at which time said bids will be publicly 
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following:

55034-071216 – Twenty-four-Month Supply of Performed Thermoplastic
Pavement Markings

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT  HYPERLINK “http://WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV” 
WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.  Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 
604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are 
filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 
1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, 
in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s 
EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more 
information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Ap-
plication and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the 
right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards 
will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accor-
dance with specifications.  The award could be according to the lowest cost per 
item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  
Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those 
cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award 
according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, state-
ments to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such state-
ment means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601)960-1025 or 1533
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 20, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW 
JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILD-
ING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
       A. OLD BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2016-11, REQUEST BY: CHRIST TEMPLE CHURCH 
OF HOLINESS (APPLICANT: VERNON ARCHER) TO DEMOLISH 
A HOUSE LOCATED AT 835 N. LAMAR STREET IN THE FARISH 
STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2016-12, REQUEST BY: TANDEM INVESTMENTS, 
LLC (APPLICANT: JENNIFER WELCH) TO DEMOLISH A HOUSE 
LOCATED AT 758 LORRAINE STREET, IN THE BELHAVEN HIS-
TORIC DISTRICT. 

3. CASE NO. 2016-13, REQUEST BY CHRIS SEWARD TO CON-
STRUCT A GATE, PERGOLA, AND CIRCULAR DRIVE WAY FOR 
THE HOME LOCATED AT 132 PINEHAVEN DRIVE IN THE BELHAV-
EN HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

       B. NEW BUSINESS 
1. CASE NO. 2016-15, REQUEST BY: RUFFIN LOWRY (APPLI-
CANT: TIM TAYLOR) TO DEMOLISH EXISTING CARPORT AND 
REPLACE WITH MODIFIED GARAGE AND OTHER SITE MODIFI-
CATIONS LOCATED AT 1446 ST. ANN STREET IN THE BELHAVEN 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

2. CASE NO. 2016-16, REQUEST BY: WALT WOFFORD (OWNER) 
TO CONSTRUCT A CARPORT, LIMESTONE PARKING AREA, AND 
SCREENED PORCH WITH OTHER SITE MODIFICATIONS TO THE 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1331 SAINT MARY STREET IN THE BEL-
HAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

3. CASE NO. 2016-17, REQUEST BY: HISTORIC PRESSERVATION 
COMMSSION FOR THE DEVELOPERS OF MOUNT HELM TO AP-
PEAR BEOFRE THE COMMISSION REGUARDING VIOLATIONS IN 
THE FARISH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 

II. OTHER  ITEMS
III. ADJOURN

6/23/2016, 6/30/2016 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR 
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES 

IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE ROADWAY SIGNAGE AND IMPROVEMENTS AT THE 

JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 001-15) 

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at 
the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Termi-
nal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, 
until 2:00 p.m. central time on August 12, 2016 (the “Bid Deadline”), for con-
struction and related services in connection with the Roadway Signage and 
Improvements at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (the 
“Work”). 

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. central time on 
August 12, 2016 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Community Room, Third Floor of 
the Main Terminal Building at JAN. 

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must 
be marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number 
and with the wording: “Roadway Signage and Improvements Project at JAN, 
JMAA Project No. 001-15.” Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests 
for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be con-
sidered for any cause whatsoever. JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized 
representatives to be present at the Bid Opening. 

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by 
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. 
The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Ad-
vertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement to be execut-
ed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder. Any Addenda issued clarifying 
and/or changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/or changing instruc-
tions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to 
the Instruction to Bidders, including plans and specifications, shall become 
part of the Information for Bidders. Plans and specifications related to the 
Work are considered a part of the Agreement. 

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN at 
the following address: 

  Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
  Suite 300, Main Terminal Building 
  100 International Drive Jackson, Mississippi 39208 
  Telephone: (601) 939-5631 ext. 536 
  Facsimile: (601) 939-3713 
  Attention: Meenakshi Nieto, A.A.E. 
  Director of Capital Programming 

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work) 
may be obtained upon payment of a $100.00 refundable fee per set. Bid doc-
uments must be returned to the printer in useable condition for purchase cost 
to be refunded. The Architect for this Project reserves the right to determine 
quality of plans upon return. Payment for the bid documents is to be in the 
form of a company or cashier’s check made payable to Sir Speedy Printing. 
The check may be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents at the fol-
lowing address or may be mailed to the following address: 

  Sir Speedy Printing 
  2701 North State Street 
  Jackson, MS 39216 
  Telephone: (601) 981-3045 
  Facsimile: (601) 362-2909 
  Email: speedif3401@aol.com 

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the re-
quest. Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment 
is received. 

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on July 
14,2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main 
Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 
100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-Bid Con-
ference is mandatory for all those submitting bids as a Prime Contractor for 

the Work. Identified Sub-Contractors and or persons seeking opportunities 
to provide work as a Sub-Contractor are encouraged to attend the pre-bid 
conference, though attendance is not mandatory. 

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work 
by Addendum issued before the Bid; to waive informalities in the bidding pro-
cess; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before awarding 
the Contract. 

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to 
provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Ad-
denda by posting on JMAA’s website (littp://jinaa.com/RFQrtb-center/). JMAA 
will also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on 
record with JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email. 

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 14% for the Work solicited 
by this RFB. 

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

DATE: July 22, 2016  /s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.  
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Officer 
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MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Train at home for a career working
with Medical Billing and Insurance
Claims. Online training can get you
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

CITY OF GRENADA VACANCY
ANNOUNCEMENT - CITY MANAGER.
City of Grenada, Mississippi, population
approximately 13,092. Salary commen-
surate with experience. Projected salary
range $70,000 - $90,000, plus use of
city automobile. Seven member Council-
Manager form of government, with
approximately 190 employees. Applicant
must have a degree in Public
Administration or related field and five (5)
years demonstrated experience in City or
County Government. Submit a cover letter
and three references to: City of Grenada
- P.O. Box 310 - Grenada, MS 38902.
Attention: “City Manager Applications.”
CLOSE OUT: September 1, 2016. The
City of Grenada is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW. Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.
L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team driv-
ers needed to run from S.E. to West
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 1-800-647-5494.
OWNER OPERATORS ONLY! 80%
Gross on Flatbed Freight! Home
Weekends. Permits Provided. File/Pay Fuel
Taxes. Owner Operators Lease Today!
CDL-A, 25 years, 2 years OTR experi-
ence. 870-336-9051

MOBILE HOMES WITH ACREAGE.
Ready to move in.  Seller Financing (sub-
ject to credit approval). Lots of room for
the price. 3 bedroom, 2 bath. No renters.
601-718-0295

AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
learn more.
DISH TV 190 CHANNELS plus
Highspeed Internet Only
$49.95/mo! Ask about a 3 year price
guarantee & get Netflix included for 1
year!  Call Today 1-800-319-2526
ULTIMATE BUNDLE from DIRECTV
and AT&T. 2 Year Price Guarantee. Just
$89.99 / month (TV / fast internet /
phone). FREE Whole-Home Genie HD-
DVR Upgrade. New customers only. Call
today. 1-800-215-6713

CREDIT CARD DEBT CRUSHING
YOU? Call DEBT ACTION GROUP. For
limited time, retain our services for FREE.
Slash or Eliminate your balances! Call for
details: 1-800-507-1839

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165,  24/7. 
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

C o m p u t e r s

M o b i l e  H o m e s

F o r  R e n t

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l
E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

Week of June 19, 2016

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

Now Hiring
Correctional

Officers
The Mississippi Department of Cor-
rections is looking to hire new correc-
tional officers statewide at our three
state prisons-- Central Mississippi
Correctional Facility (CMCF) in
Pearl on Tuesday, June 21, 2016,
the Mississippi State Penitentiary
(MSP) at Parchman on Wednesday,
June 22, 2016 and South Missis-
sippi Correctional Institution
(SMCI) in Leakesville on Tuesday,
June 21, 2016.  Interviews and
screening will be conducted at all
3 state prisons at 8:30 a.m. 
Correctional officers are responsible
for the supervision, care, custody,
and control of inmates. Starting pay
is $24,903.31 yearly.  Applicants who
accept the correctional officer job
must attend a paid 8-week training
academy and work a 12-hour shift.
Job requirements include an appli-
cant must be at least 21 years of age,
provide proof of a high school
diploma or G.E.D., possess a valid
driver's license and Social Security
card, and have no felony or domestic
violence conviction.  Males between
the ages of 21-25 must show proof of
Selective Service registration.   Po-
tential applicants must also pass a
math quiz, a written report, a physical
agility exercise, a drug test (at no
cost), a background investigation and
a polygraph test.  The Interview and
Screening process can last up to four
(4) hours.
Individuals may apply online at the
MDOC website,
www.mdoc.state.ms.us or the Mis-
sissippi State Personnel Board
website, www.mspb.ms.gov. Or,
contact MDOC Personnel Services
at (601) 359-5696 or the Personnel
Departments at the facilities: MSP
(601) 745-6611 ext. 2366, CMCF
(601) 932-2880 ext. 6701, and SMCI
(601) 394-5600 ext. 1217
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

A Signature MS Event
Thursday, June 30th • 3-9 p.m.

Advance Tickets: $20 • Day of Event Tickets: $25
Tickets available at all participating merchants

Includes: Meal voucher that can be used at participating 
restaurants Thurs. - Sat., A coupon book with promotions 
and discounts from participating stores, A signature event 

t-shirt, and a canvas logo bag.
Door prizes drawn throughout the evening at each store.

B*Dazzled Boutique • Beyond The Rainbow  •  Broma’s Deli 
• Brookhaven ENT Allergy & Facial Surgery • Bumper’s Drive-In • Castles
 • Detour 51 • Engravables • Erin & Co. • Expectations • Expectations Too! 
• Fashion Jewelry • Georgia Blue • Hobie’s Sports & Outdoors • Inside Out 

• J. Allan’s • Judy’s II • Melinda’s Fabrics/Interiors • Pappas Pizza Pi 
• Persimmons • Poppa’s Fish House • Roxy Magnolia • Sassy but Sweet 

• Southern Style • Southern Treasures • The Well-Dressed Man • Touch of Sass 
• Vendor’s Emporium • We Frame It Home & Bridal • Zeal • 1905
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Tickets available at all participating merchants
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restaurants Thurs. - Sat., A coupon book with promotions 
and discounts from participating stores, A signature event 

t-shirt, and a canvas logo bag.
Door prizes drawn throughout the evening at each store.
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• Brookhaven ENT Allergy & Facial Surgery • Bumper’s Drive-In • Castles
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3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

An Advertiser’s Best Friend?
NEWSPAPERS!

7 out of 10 read ‘em!
Shouldn’t your business ad be 
where everybody is looking?

60% of Mississippians cite newspapers 

as the advertising source they rely on most, making the paper 

Mississippi’s #1 local advertising source!

Regional Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900
2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350

3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100
Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Rates Available.

One Contact  - One Order - One Payment 

Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060
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CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Attendants for shoe shine concession located @ the Jackson 
Municipal Airport. No experience needed. Full time and part time. Must be 
a people person and a reliable person. All are welcome to apply, except  
those with criminal backgrounds. Email cnelson@slmnc.com or call 919 
796 2587

6/9 6/16 6/23 6/30 7/4 7/14 7/21 7/28 



COLUMBUS, Ohio – Presumptive 
Democratic presidential nominee Hill-
ary Clinton plans to portray Republi-
can Donald Trump as an erratic and 
unfit steward of the nation’s economy, 
returning to Ohio to press the case that 
workers would bear the brunt of the 
business mogul’s policies.

Clinton’s Tuesday address in Ohio, 
one of the nation’s most prominent 
swing states, will aim to place a marker 
on the economy in a similar manner in 
which she did on foreign policy earlier 
this month with a searing takedown of 
Trump in San Diego.

“If we put Donald Trump behind the 
steering wheel of the economy, he is 
very likely to drive us off the cliff,” said 
Clinton campaign senior policy adviser 
Jake Sullivan, previewing her remarks.

The former secretary of state’s ad-
dress at an alternative high school in 
Columbus will question Trump’s tem-
perament to guide the economy and 
point to his business record as evidence 
of how he would treat small business-
es and working families if he won the 
White House.

Bolstered by more than $40 million 
in television advertising, Clinton and 
her Democratic allies are trying to use 

this period before the summer Demo-
cratic National Convention to disquali-
fy Trump on the economy and prevent 
him from successfully wooing work-
ing-class voters in battleground states 
like Ohio, Wisconsin and Michigan.

Laying the groundwork, Clinton’s 
campaign seized on a report Monday 
by Moody’s Analytics which found 
Trump’s plans would lead to a “lengthy 
recession,” costing nearly 3.5 mil-
lion American jobs. The analysis by 
Moody’s Mark Zandi, a former eco-
nomic adviser to Republican Sen. John 
McCain’s 2008 campaign, predicted 
Trump’s approach would swell the fed-
eral debt as the nation’s economy be-
comes more isolated by less trade and 
cross-border immigration.

Clinton campaign manager Robby 
Mook, in an interview with Ari Rabin-
Havt on SiriusXM’s The Agenda, said 
Trump would start “trade wars” over-
seas that would hurt the nation’s manu-
facturing sector.

In advance of the speech, the cam-
paign’s Hillary for America organiza-
tion launched a website, artofthesteal.
biz, and released a video that attack 
Trump’s record as a businessman. 

Trump has argued that his business acu-
men makes him the right candidate to 
improve the U.S. economy and negoti-
ate with other nations.

Trump, the presumptive GOP presi-
dential nominee, has pointed to trade as 
a major difference with Clinton, saying 
last week that her support of past trade 
deals such as the North American Free 
Trade Agreement had cost the country 
“millions of jobs.” He also has assailed 
her promotion of the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership trade deal as Obama’s secretary 
of state as a sell-out of U.S. workers. 
Clinton announced her opposition to 
the so-called TPP last October, saying 
it failed to meet her test of providing 
good jobs, raising wages and protecting 
national security.

Clinton also planned to make a more 
proactive case on the economy on 
Wednesday in Raleigh, North Caro-
lina. Sullivan said she would lay out 
the “progressive economic agenda” she 
would embrace to help workers who 
have not yet benefited from the eco-
nomic recovery.

While the twin speeches on the econ-
omy will set a framework for the general 
election, Clinton’s pitch will also attempt 

to connect with Democratic primary vot-
ers who supported Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, who has not yet endorsed Clin-
ton or conceded the nomination to her.

The campaigns of Clinton and Sand-
ers are discussing ways of addressing 
key economic issues in the Democratic 
platform which will be approved at the 
Philadelphia convention, including the 
TPP pact, providing free college tuition 
and cutting student debt and expanding 
Medicare and Social Security.

“Some of these issues are going to 
get worked out,” said Larry Cohen, a 
former president of the Communica-
tions Workers of America and a Sand-
ers adviser. “Some of them may go to 
the convention floor but ultimately the 
things that a president controls rather 
than a Congress get extra weight.”

Clinton said in a recent interview 
with USA Today that if Congress failed 
to act she would pledge to use her ex-
ecutive authority as president to close 
the so-called “carried interest loophole” 
that allows hedge fund managers to pay 
lower tax rates than other taxpayers by 
referring to their income as investment 
income. Clinton was expected to dis-
cuss those proposed changes this week.

NATIONAL

By Ken Thomas
Associated Press

NEW YORK – New York City’s Rikers Island 
jail has entrenched problems dealing with sexual 
abuse, including emergency hotlines that don’t 
work, confidential complaints read by fellow in-
mates and investigations that don’t interview al-
leged attackers, according to an internal review 
obtained by The Associated Press.

The report, conducted last year by an outside 
consultant, also revealed that guards dangerously 
underestimated the problem, felt helpless to do 
anything about it and showed “poor professional 
boundaries” themselves by inappropriately hug-
ging and kissing one another and hanging racy 
postings in common areas.

The findings come as overseers of the city’s 
10,000-inmate jail system moved last week to 
write new city rules spelling out a zero-tolerance 
sexual assault policy in line with the 2003 federal 
Prison Rape Elimination Act.

At the time of the report, its authors noted, few 
staff or inmates had heard of the federal law, and 
education addressing its requirements “did not ap-
pear to be occurring.” City Correction Department 
spokeswoman Eve Kessler said the report was a 
“wake-up call, and we heard it loud and clear.”

In response, jail officials say they have appointed 
a department-wide coordinator, published a 43-
page directive of up-to-date standards on sexual 
assault and trained hundreds of guards and internal 
investigators.

The federally-funded report, conducted by the 
Washington, D.C.-based The Moss Group, detailed 
longstanding problems at Rikers that may be tough 
to fix. That view was punctuated last week when a 
member of the jail oversight board, Gerard Bryant, 
said at a hearing: “As long as we are going to have 
prisons we are going to have sexual abuse in pris-
ons. That’s the reality. That’s what happens.”

Inmates who did disclose harassment or abuse 
allegations via a formal grievance system had 
trouble doing so confidentially, because the slips of 
paper they wrote their claims on were sometimes 
typed up by other inmates who could read their 
contents, according to the report.

Last August, jail officials partnered with a na-
tional nonprofit, Safe Horizons, to report allega-
tions and provide counseling. A spokesman for the 
group wouldn’t provide any figures on how many 
calls its hotline had received in the past year from 
city jails.

The report also reviewed the 46 sexual abuse 
or harassment cases closed by jail investigators 
in 2014, finding fundamental problems with the 
thoroughness of the inquiries. Most investigations 
didn’t include interviews with all possible witness-
es, some didn’t include video evidence and others 
didn’t include interviews with accused guards.

“In one case an investigation included five para-
graphs describing the reasons why the victim was 
lying, despite video and testimonial evidence that 
suggested something clearly had taken place,” the 
report found, noting there was no mention in the 
case files of an attempt to collect physical and DNA 
evidence.

Brenda Smith, an American University law pro-
fessor who served on the National Prison Rape 
Elimination Commission and reviewed the Moss 
report, said the problems at Rikers appeared fixable 
only by wholesale culture change. “There really has 
to be some enforcement, some consequences,” she 
said. “Something needs to happen to somebody.”

Clinton seeking to disqualify Trump on economy

Report assails NYC 
jail’s sex abuse 
response

In this photo taken June 15, 2016, Demo-
cratic Presidential candidate Hillary Clin-
ton speaks in Hampton, Va. Clinton plans 
to portray Republican Donald Trump as 
an erratic and unfit steward of the nation’s 
economy, returning to Ohio to press the 
case that workers would bear the brunt of 
the business mogul’s policies. AP PHOTO/
STEVE HELBER

By Jake Pearson
Associated Press
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McDonald’s Inspiration Cel-
ebration Gospel Tour made its 
triumphant 10th year return to 
Jackson last week when gospel 
artists performed June 16 at the 
Jackson Convention Complex.

The tour is the longest-running 
brand owned gospel tour. 

The line-up for this year’s 
diamond anniversary featured 
the return of music director and 
songwriter Donald Lawrence, 
legendary gospel singer Bish-
op Marvin Sapp, songwriter 
and vocal powerhouse Karen 
Clark-Sheard, award-winning 
Pastor Charles Jenkins, Chris-
tian rapping sensation Canton 
Jones, gospel crooner Jonathan 
McReynolds and famed Wil-
liams Brothers member Doug 
Williams.

Back by popular demand, 
award-winning gospel art-
ist Lonnie Hunter once again 
resumed hosting duties while 

Christian comedienne Small 
Fire kept the crowd roaring with 
laughter.

The tour continues in cities 
across the nation until Oct. 25.

As with past years, McDon-
ald’s Inspiration Celebration 
Gospel Tour highlights the im-
portance of giving back to the 
community by supporting Ron-
ald McDonald House Charities. 
During each tour stop, attendees 
learn more about the charity and 
the vital role it plays in helping 
families stay close to their ill or 
injured children. The concert is 
free, but donations are collected 
during the event.

There is a Ronald McDon-
ald House in Jackson. One lo-
cal family whose son was born 
prematurely shared their grate-
fulness to the audience for be-
ing able to use Jackson facility.  
Families who stay at the Ronald 
McDonald House are able to 
spend more time with their sick 

child and participate in critical 
medical care decisions for their 
treatment and recovery.

Over the years, the tour has 
helped raise more than $351,000 
for local RMHC Chapters which 
helped to provide over 4,300 
free nights for families to stay at 
Ronald McDonald Houses.

“McDonald’s Inspiration Cel-
ebration Gospel Tour has al-
lowed so many families to stay 
close to their sick children. The 
generous donations raised at 
each tour stop help alleviate 
some of the stress that comes 
with finding accommodations 
near a local children’s hospital,” 
said Jennifer Smith, chief mar-
keting officer, RMHC Global.

Visit www.365Black.com to 
learn more about the 10th an-
nual tour and McDonald’s 
365Black initiative. Follow 
@365Black on Twitter for tour 
updates and join the conversa-
tion using #365BlackGospel.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Mississippi Link Newswire

Marvin Sapp (top, from left), Karen Clark Sherd and Donald Lawerence performed during the concert last 
week. Below (right) a local family shared their story of staying at the Ronald McDonald House in Jackson
during their son’s illness. Below (right), concert goers stayed on their feet during the performances lifting 
their hands in praise. PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Gospel artists inspire during tour
Proceeds benefit Ronald McDonald 

Houses in Jackson, other cities

ENTERTAINMENT
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MOVIE REVIEW:
“CENTRAL 
INTELLIGENCE”
SUAVE CIA AGENT ENLISTS ASSISTANCE OF 
NERDY ACCOUNTANT IN ODD COUPLE COMEDY 

Two heads are better than one.
Another body can make work lighter, both in 

mood and in task. A partner can support you, en-
courage you, inspire you and sympathize with you. 
You solve easier with another mind on the problem. 
Yes, two heads are better than one, and in the new 
book “Running with the Champ” by Tim Shanahan 
(with Chuck Crisafulli), so are four feet.

People who knew Muhammad Ali probably 
wouldn’t be surprised that he met Tim Shanahan in 
1970 because of a charity event.

Shanahan was working with a Chicago organiza-
tion, and needed big-name sports heroes to “deliver 
a motivational speech to the students.” His con-
nections led to Ali, who invited Shanahan into his 
home and his life. They were friends almost instant-
ly; days later, they became regular running partners.

It was a rather informal situation, says Shanahan: 
they ran when they could, near a park in Chicago. 
This was after Ali’s three-year boxing suspension, 
and both knew that the Champ needed encourage-
ment; Shanahan, the better runner, gave it to him.

The unlikely friendship began to deepen: the 
black Muslim athlete who came from the wrong 
side of the Louisville tracks and the Catholic white 
guy born in Wisconsin would lay in the grass af-
ter their run, discussing their childhoods, favorite 
things, dreams and life in general.

Being Ali’s friend was a wild ride through the 
years.

The Champ was often abrupt with his demands, 
both to Shanahan and to others; he didn’t suffer 
fools gladly, and expected his wishes to be quickly 
granted. He was generous, monetarily and time-
wise, with nearly everyone he saw, giving away a 
good portion of his income (and, supposedly, some 
of Shanahan’s, too).

Ali loved meeting celebrities, hated unsolicited 
advice, could be stubborn (especially in his career), 
and had a surprising jealous streak, but he was 
funny and larger-than-life. Then, around the time 
Ali retired, things changed: he started uncharacter-
istically losing his patience with many in his inner 
circle – including Shanahan.

In 1984, a diagnosis of “parkinsonism” explained 
everything.

In many such memoirs based on celebrity, you’ll 

often find a distracting amount of name-dropping 
and braggadocio. You might even expect that in a 
memoir about Muhammad Ali, but the surprise is 
that author Tim Shanahan (with Chuck Crisafulli) 
doesn’t focus on that alone. Instead, “Running with 
the Champ” is a loving tribute to a friendship.

And yet – as in so many relationships between 
famous and not-famous, there were the not-so-
good-times, and Shanahan includes those among 
his stories.

Here, we see a big-hearted athlete in action, and 
sometimes struggling. We also get a heartbreaking 
glimpse of Ali and his determination to hang on to 
the shreds of a career that was done.

For fans who’ve read everything they can on 
Ali’s fights, this is a look from a different angle 
at the man himself, from a fan-turned-friend who 
may’ve never really known Ali at all.

If you need a book about The Greatest, then, 
“Running with The Champ” may be one of the bet-
ter ones.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be reached at book-
wormsez@yahoo.com.

Back in high school, Calvin 
(Kevin Hart) was voted Most 
Likely to Succeed while his 
chubby pal Bob (Dwayne John-
son) was being bullied by class-
mates because of his weight, but 
that was a couple of decades ago, 
and a lot has changed since then. 

Today, we find Calvin won-
dering whether he might have 
peaked during his glory days at 
Central High when he and his 
childhood sweetheart Maggie 
(Danielle Nicolet) were voted 

homecoming king and queen. 
Yes, the two did marry, but the 
relationship’s been so rocky 
she’s currently insisting they 
enter therapy. Things are even 
worse for Calvin at his account-
ing firm, where he’s just been 
passed over for a promotion to 
partner.

By comparison, Bob’s for-
tunes have improved immea-
surably over the intervening 
years. He’s not only shed all that 
unwanted baby fat, but he’s re-
sculpted himself into a veritable 
Adonis by pumping iron a half-

dozen hours a day. Furthermore, 
he’s flourishing in an enviable 
career as a crack CIA agent well-
versed in the tools of internation-
al espionage.

The pair’s paths cross for the 
first time in years at their 20th 
high school reunion where Cal-
vin is impressed by both Bob’s 
new physique and his daring line 
of work. So, it’s no surprise that 
the suave spy is able to enlist the 
jaded pencil pusher’s technical 
assistance on his latest assign-
ment. He also could use a little 
help apprehending the assassin 

who murdered his partner (Aar-
on Paul).

That’s the point of departure 
of Central Intelligence, an un-
likely-buddies comedy directed 
by Rawson Marshall Thurber 
(We’re the Millers).

Hart has proven himself quite 
the master of the genre, given the 
success of such box-office hits as 

The Wedding Ringer, Get Hard 
and Ride Along 1 and 2, to name 
a few. Unfortunately, Kevin and 
co-star Dwayne Johnson fail to 
generate any chemistry, despite 
sharing the screen in scene after 
scene of silly slapstick.

The bulk of the picture’s pa-
thetic attempts at humor revolve 
around contrasting buff Bob’s 

bravery with weak-kneed Cal-
vin’s cowardice. But sadly, the 
laughs are few and far between 
during this decidedly-under-
whelming action-adventure.

Too bad whoever directed the 
promising trailer probably didn’t 
direct the movie.

Kam Williams can be reached 
at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Michael Jordan

© Feature Exchange

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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Book Review
Running with the Champ

By Tim Shanahan (with Chuck Crisafulli) 
c.2016, Simon & Schuster • $27.00 / $36.00 Canada • 307 pages
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June 22 - 28, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

GROUND  FRESH  SEVERAL  TIMES  DAILY!

GROUND 
BEEF

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$219

PREVIOUSLY  FROZEN  ST.  LOUIS  STYLE

PORK
RIBS

PER  LB.

$300

FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

65¢

FRYER  

BONELESS
BREAST

PER  LB.

$275

WRIGHT'S  STACK  PACK

SLICED
BACON

1.5  LB.  PKG.

$699

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

SHOULDER
STEAK

PER  LB.

$325

CHICKEN  OF  THE  SEA

CHUNK  LIGHT
TUNA

IN  WATER,  5  OZ.  CAN

65¢

SAVE  ON

HELLMANN'S
MAYONNAISE

30  OZ.

$300

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

VEGETABLE
OIL

GALLON  JUG

$500

BLUE  BONNET

MARGARINE
QUARTERS 
1  LB.  PKG. .......................................... 79¢

SAVE  ON

KRAFT
PARTY  DIPS
12  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$3
CHUNK  OR  SHREDDED

KRAFT  CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. .................................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SOUR  CREAM
16  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

ORANGE  JUICE
64  OZ. ...................................... 

$219

PICTSWEET

COB  CORN 
16  CT.  ...................................... 

$500

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

FROZEN
POTATOES
2  LB.  BAG  ................................. 

3/$5
MARIE  CALLENDER'S

SELECT  PIES
DUTCH  APPLE,  LEMON  MERINGUE,  
KEY  LIME  PIE,  36-42  OZ. ................. 

$599

piggly wiggly

SWEET  NORTHWEST

CHERRIES
PER  LB.

$300

FRESH  SWEET

CANTALOUPES
EACH

$250
FRESH

WHOLE  MUSHROOMS
8  OZ.

$149

ON  THE  VINE

RIPE  TOMATOES
PER  LB.

$100

FRESH

BAKING  POTATOES
PER  LB.

2/$1

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF 

BONELESS
SHOULDER  ROAST

PER  LB.

$275

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SIRLOIN  STEAK

PER  LB.

$575

FRESH  BONELESS

PORK
TENDERLOIN

PER  LB.

$379


