
The Jackson 
Rhythm and Blues 
Festival is only two 
months away. The 
festival was intro-
duced to the city 
three years ago after 
identifying that Jack-
son did not have a 
dedicated celebration 
for its contribution 
to the foundation of 
Rhythm and Blues.

The festival is held 
annually, the third 
weekend in August 
and will be on the 
14th and 15th for this 
year.

Headliners for the 
festival are: The leg-
endary Isley Broth-
ers featuring Ronald 
Isley and Ernest Isley 
and the “Queen of 
Funk” Chaka Khan.

The first year, the 
event was embraced 
and received great 
reviews about the art-
ist lineup, the atmo-
sphere and organiza-
tion of the festival as 
a whole.

Attendance dou-
bled the second year, 
signifying the event 
as a viable contender 
in the southeast festi-
val world.

This was music to 
the ears of the festi-

val organizers. It’s a 
planner’s dream for 
an event to double in 
size from one year to 
the next.

Everything was 
perfect! An awesome 
setting on the rustic 
grounds of the Ag 
Museum, great enter-
tainment, a wonder-
ful aroma of southern 
cuisine in the air and 
people as far as you 
could see.

Then one cool fall 
evening, there was 
a fire at the home of 
the festival grounds 
and organizers were 
faced with, “Chairs 
or no chairs?” That is 
the question!

If you attended the 
festival last year, you 
would certainly un-
derstand the “What 
if” questions bounc-
ing around in their 
heads as the fire mar-
shall presented the 
list of requirements 
that must be adhered 
to.

A decision was 
made to be proactive 
in ensuring the safety 
of attendees, staff and 
artists alike; no chairs 
or blankets could be 
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Marking 75 years of continu-
ous service to the black com-
munity, the National News-
paper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) held its annual con-
ference in Detroit, Michigan, 
beginning Tuesday, June 16 

billed as the “African Ameri-
can Youth Day: Preparing a 
New Generation of Innovators 
and Leaders.”

The first day of the conven-

The 100 Black Men of Jackson, 
Inc., the local chapter of the inter-
nationally acclaimed organization, 
presented to the national office their 
nominee for “Mentor of the Year” 
- local businessman LeRoy Walker 
Jr. 

As part of the nomination pro-
cess, local Jackson businessper-
sons, organization leaders and 
religious leaders also sent their en-
dorsements. And to the credit of this 
collective effort, Walker was thusly 
honored “Mentor of the Year” at the 
29th Annual Conference of the 100 
Black Men international gathering 
held in Houston, Texas, June 3-7, 
2015.

Other awardees were: Dr. Larry 
Earvin - Leadership in Education; 
Dr. Curtis A. Pettaway - Leader-
ship in Health and Wellness; and 

three awardees for Leadership in 
Economic Empowerment and En-

trepreneurship - Gregory Calhoun, 
Gerald Smith and Leon Daggs.

Courage. That was the 
word of the evening at the 
2015 Medgar Wiley Evers 
Annual Scholarship Ban-
quet on Friday, June 12, 
2015 in Jackson.

As has happened in the 
years since Medgar Wiley 
Evers was assassinated on 
June 12, 1963, his brother 
Charles Evers has carried 
on his legacy of fighting 
for civil rights and social 
justice. Charles Evers uses 
the annual commemora-
tion to recognize people 
whose lives have exem-
plified what Medgar stood for - the 
right for equality for all people.

Medgar Evers’ sister Elizabeth 
Evers Jordan, during her welcome 
address, said Medgar was “mama’s 
special child.” She added that her 
deceased brother believed all chil-
dren are special, whether “brown, 
yellow, black or white.” And she 
said he paid the ultimate price for 
his beliefs.

Reena Evers-Everette, daughter 
of Medgar Evers, said her father 
lived the life of a “soldier, sojourner, 
husband, brother, uncle and friend’: 
“You either give up, give in or give 
it all you’ve got,” she said, a quote 
from her father. 

Her father did the latter, she 

said, “And we have been reaping 
the fruits of his labor ever since.” 
Her mother Myrlie Evers Williams 
joined her on the dais. 

“We still have many miles to 
travel, said Myrlie Evers-Williams. 
She thanked her brother-in-law 
Charles and her daughter for keep-
ing Medgar’s memory alive. She 
said her daughter told her, “I will do 
everything to keep his legacy going 
for the next generation.”

Charles Evers was presented a 
portrait of Charles and his friend 
and blues icon B.B. King made 
from a 2013 photo by Jay Johnson; 
King died last month. Evers emo-

LeRoy Walker Jr. shares knowledge with mentees at Powell Middle School.
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tion also featured “Build-
ing Your Brand” with 
Sheila Coates, sponsored 
by Macy’s, and “Print, 
Digital and Social Me-
dia” workshops. The 
day closed with a youth 
concert and dinner and 
the reception for Cloves 
Campbell, NNPA chair-
man, sponsored by the 
Coca Cola Company and 
the Motor City Casino.

Featured on Wednes-
day was the unveil-
ing of a 96-page book 
titled “Getting the Word 
Out: African American 
Women Publishers.” The 
project was published by 
Tennessee Tribune pub-
lisher Rosetta Miller Per-
ry. There are 63 female 
publisher members in the 
NNPA; 

The book’s cover fea-
tures publisher Dorothy 
Lovell of the Chicago Crusader 
and Gary Crusader newspa-
pers. It was unveiled by NNPA 
president Benjamin Chavis at 
the reception in his honor held 
at the Charles H. Wright Mu-
seum of African American His-
tory at Wayne State University. 

Chavis purchased copies for 
all the female publishers which 

were autographed by the ones 
in attendance.

Also honored posthumously 
were female publishers Frances 
L. Murphy II of the Afro Amer-
ican of Washington, D.C., Le-
nora Carter of Forward Times 
of Houston, and Constance D. 
Harper of the Cleveland Call 
and Post.

Thursday morning will kick 

off with a panel discussion on 
school choice sponsored by 
the American Federation for 
Children. Moderator is Kevin 
P. Chavous, founding board 
member and executive counsel. 

Also at the Thursday lun-
cheon, speaker will be Dr. Hen-
ry Louis Gates.

The convention continues 
through Friday night.

brought into the festival!
While making this change 

was a risk to those who have 
grown accustomed to bring-
ing their lawn chairs, it was 
not worth the risk of emergen-
cy personnel not being able 
to access the grounds should 
someone fall ill.

This does not mean that 
chairs will not be on the 
grounds, just not personal 
ones.

There are four indoor, air-
conditioned venues that will 
have ample seating. Tables 
will not be set up, as they 
were last year, in order to in-

crease seating.
The main stage area will 

have bleachers. And VIP seat-
ing will be available with 
the purchase of a VIP ticket, 
along with other 
amenities, in-
cluding access to 
the front of the 
Main Stage.

Most festi-
vals in the re-
gion practice 
this principle. 
While it may 
be difficult for 
Jackson Rhythm 
and Blues repeat 

festival goers to accept this 
change, it is in their best in-
terest.

The first responsibility for 
organizers is safety! 
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The keynote speaker at the awards 
luncheon, held Friday, June 5, was 
Ambassador Andrew Young, who 
was introduced by Lori George Bill-
ingsley of the Coca-Cola Company.

The Jackson delegation took with 
them 30 boys, or mentees, all from 
Mississippi.  Walker said in an inter-
view held at The Mississippi Link of-
fice that he has been doing this type 
of community service since 1992.

When asked why he does it, he 
replied, “If we don’t, who will? The 
kids need a positive example. We try 
to give them that, exposing them to 
different venues and values. It is im-
portant. It is critical.”

The interview follows: 
MSLink: Mr. Walker, how do 

you feel about being selected as the 
Mentor of the Year for the national 
organization of 100 Black Men, 
Inc.?

Walker: There were 125 chapters 
to draw from - places like Montana, 
Vermont, from Miami, from San 
Francisco, Charlotte, New York. It is 
a testament to me but it is also a tes-
tament for Mississippi. And we still 
have a long way to go. 

We have about 160 boys whom 
we are working with, and there is 
a need for 560 more that we need 
to work with. We have a swim-
ming pool at the 100 Black Men of 
Jackson facility, and we are teach-
ing them how to swim now free of 
charge. That’s really good.

We take them fishing; we take 
them bowling and to the movies. We 
took them to see Selma and talked 
to them afterwards at Tougaloo Col-
lege about what they had seen and 
the value of it.

We have trips that we take them 
on; we go to colleges. We have an 
ACT Test preparation that they take. 
We do a lot, but it is still not enough.

MSLink: How much time do you 
spend on average mentoring?

Walker: I have a conversation 
with some of my mentees every day. 

It may be for an hour or for 30 min-
utes. I may have to take them to get 
a pair of shoes. I had a call from one 
who said, “Mr. Walker, I want to go 
on this field trip.”

His dad is in the house, but he 
said, “My daddy was able to get me 
X dollars, but I am still $100 short. 
Can you help?”

Then I talked to him like this: 
How are you going to pay me this 
money back? I gave it to him so he 
could go on the trip. And he feels 
good, and I feel good for I would 
much rather he come to me than go 
to the local drug dealer - his other 
alternative.

That’s what we are trying to do, 
deviate them from that other alter-
native - to be men who stand in that 
gap.

MSLink: What has been the re-
sult of the mentoring program?

Walker: We have seen grades 
improved from Ds and Fs to Bs and 
Cs and in some cases to honor roll. 
One little kid is getting a four-year 
scholarship to Tougaloo. Two are 
going to Howard University. One is 
going to Georgia Tech. Two are go-
ing to Mississippi State to major in 
engineering. Those kinds of things 
are real results.

MSLink: What about our absen-
tee fathers? Is the situation as bad 
as perhaps the media paints the pic-
ture?

Walker: It is bad. A lot of moth-
ers are contacting the 100 Black 
Men about providing a father figure 
in their children’s lives. The young 
men are taking over their mother’s 
homes and need male figures in a lot 
of cases. We try to fill the void.

We have to show them that we 
are empathetic to their situations. 
We have to show them that we 
have gone through in some cases 
the same things that they have. If I 
can do it from the depths of where I 
came from, then they can do it.

My mom and dad were poor. He 

drove a truck and she ironed white 
folks’ clothes. I came from Mem-
phis or what some call ‘North Mis-
sissippi.’

MSLink: A facebook conversa-
tion reflected that on Father’s Day 
many children give their mothers 
the Father’s Day card. Others say 
it is inappropriate because a mother 
can only be a mother. What do you 
say to that?

Walker: It is appropriate because 
it reflects that that female, the moth-
er, is in fact playing the role of moth-
er and father. The kids are showing 
their compassion to their mothers 
and what she is going through. 

Any time a child takes the time to 
recognize an adult - although we re-
spect the gender differences - I think 
it is encouraging. 

MSLink: What do you say about 
the violence in our communities, 
with young African American men?

Walker: Most of the violence ex-
tends from drugs and poverty. If we 
were able to close the gap or put a 
dent in the drug acquisition or able 
to increase the education and knowl-
edge of our kids, if we were able to 
provide jobs for the kids during the 
summer, this whole crime situation 
would go down.

That is why it is important for us 
to build wealth in our communities.

The law does not have the strength 
to curtail gun violence. These young 
guys get guns and don’t know how 
to use them. And typically the guns 
are used when they don’t have to do 
that.

We should train these young men 
that this is not a weapon that you 
should be using casually. I have a 
gun in my house. Mississippi has a 
gun culture. But it is not the Wild 
Wild West. The same thing in Chi-
cago, Detroit, Memphis.

The concern still is whether or not 
the justice system is going to lock 
a person up so that person doesn’t 
come back into society and do the 

same thing again.
It’s a revolving 

door. Our criminal 
justice system does 
not meet the needs of 
curtailing violence in 
our communities as 
it should. 

MSLink: Some 
would say that our 
African American 
communities relish 
the ‘victim role.’ Al-
though there can be 
some justification for feeling like 
that when you think of how far we 
were held back and now have to 
come forward. What do you tell the 
boys?

Walker: You tell them: “At the 
end of the day, you are in charge 
of your manhood. You are the cus-
todian of your life. I’m asking you 
to consider the alternatives that I am 
offering.”

I ask them: “Name me one drug 
dealer that you know who is retired 
on the money that they earned sitting 
in a big house with a white picket 
fence. Every drug dealer they know 
is either in jail or dead or ready to go 
to court. They have no kind of peace 
of mind. I ask them, “Do you want 
peace of mind?”

Two months down the road, they 
have lost the big cars and the money 
and they are on drugs themselves.  
The gratification they are seeking 
for the moment is not going to sus-
tain them for the rest of their lives.

I want them to have sustainability. 
Work hard. Be honest. Live clean. 
Give back. And you will be success-
ful.

Then I challenge them to give 
back to their moms. Give back to 
their dads; give back to their family.  
My mother used to always sing that 
song, “If I can help somebody along 
the way…, then my living has not 
been in vain.”

Then when I get to those Pearly 

Gates, I don’t want the Lord to ask 
me: “LeRoy, what did you do when 
Xavier needed you? I saw you, so 
why did you not do what I asked you 
to do which would have turned his 
life around?”

Then God shows me a picture 
of what would have changed had I 
stepped up to the plate and helped 
him. One of our former mentees 
who is a minister now, Jerome 
Benjamin, wrote a letter to the 100 
Black Men stating, “Had it not been 
for Mr. Walker, I would have been 
part of the criminal justice system 
by now.”

MSLink: How do you encourage 
other men to do what you do?

Walker: I say, “Use the model. Set 
an example and see how it works. 
And become a part of the process.” 
We need more men to join 100 Black 
Men here in Jackson. As the saying 
goes, “The harvest is plenty but the 
laborers are few.” I need more labor-
ers in the vineyard to help me.

I can’t touch all of their lives. I go 
to pick up a kid and take him with 
me on a trip. And he waves bye-bye 
to five more who are sitting on the 
porch. Some of them from the same 
family. They sit there feeling bad 
and left out. So what about those left 
sitting on the porch? 

MSLink: What can you say to 
families to get them to stay together 
for the sake of the children they’ve 
brought into the world?

Walker: My message to them is 

to continue to do what they are do-
ing to stay together, and find you a 
mentor as well. There are adults who 
need mentoring also. Create for you 
the kind of financial model that will 
make you successful. Begin to save 
and make hard choices.

Don’t spend what you don’t have; 
don’t buy what you don’t need to 
impress people that you don’t even 
like. Don’t be selfish.

We are first generation owners. 
My daddy did not have the situation 
to sit on the board of Entergy like I 
do. But what I want to do is create a 
model for someone coming behind 
me to be able to do that also.

You cannot be selfish as black 
people. And some have given up 
hope too soon and let go. For many 
we just don’t have the time, which is 
a problem.

I sit on the board of Trustmark 
Bank and I tell the men who come 
to me and ask for recommendations 
to this or that position, “Yes, I want 
you to get that position. But what are 
you doing in the community to help 
somebody? I want to see your foot-
print somewhere.”

If you are concerned about this 
community, I should see some kind 
of evidence that you have done 
something positive in this commu-
nity - if you are of some worth.

To join 100 Black Men of Jackson 
or to help in the mentorship pro-
gram in any way, contact their office 
at 601-366-8301.

Walker
Continued from page 1

Walker holding Mentor of the Year award with mentees who traveled to Houston.



Evers 
Continued from page 1

4 • thE mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJunE 18 - 24, 2015

STATE

Knowledge and expertise made 
historian Clarence Hunter the ideal 
featured speaker before like-mind-
ed scholars at the Mississippi De-
partment of Archives’ ‘History is 
Lunch’ series on Wednesday, June 
10, 2015. 

Hunter was born and reared in 
Washington, D.C. Before he was 
drafted in the army and served 
in the Korean War, he graduated 
from Howard University, once an 
American Missionary Association 
[AMA]) school. 

From Columbia University and 
the University of Southern Missis-
sippi, Hunter holds masters degrees. 
Given this background, what are 
Hunter’s connections to Missis-
sippi?

The historian served as dean of 
students at Mississippi Industrial 
College in Holly Springs until it 
closed.

Afterwards, he worked with the 
Jackson-Hinds Library System, 
served as archivist at Tougaloo Col-
lege and as curator at the Mississippi 
Department of Archives (MDAH) 
of the Tougaloo Collection.

At MDAH’s recent lunch pre-
sentation, Hunter explored the topic 
“The American Missionary Asso-
ciation and The Tougaloo Experi-
ence, 1869-1964.” He detailed “the 
forward-thinking staff Tougaloo 
acquired from Oberlin and Mount 
Holyoke Colleges to teach at the 
new school.”

“The early Tougaloo professors, 
chaplains, and other employees 
influenced the direction the school 
would take for the next century,” he 

explained.
A four-year liberal arts college, 

Tougaloo is a private, coeduca-
tional, and historically black and 
non-church controlled but church-
related institution. Located on West 
County Line Road in North Jack-
son, it is nestled on 500 acres of 
land.

Tougaloo’s archives depict the 
college’s origin thusly: “In Good 
Biblical Style, one might say that 
Amistad, the famous court case 
which freed Africans who were ac-
cused of mutiny after they killed a 
part of the captor crew of the slave 
ship Amistad and took over the 
vessel, begat the [AMA] and the 
[AMA] begat Tougaloo College 
and her five sister institutions.”

What, then, was the origin of 
AMA? Founded in 1846 in Albany, 
New York, the association set out 
to “abolish slavery, educate African 
Americans, promote racial equal-
ity, and promote Christian values,” 
said Hunter. Composed of racially 
mixed membership and leadership, 
AMA was affiliated with Congrega-
tionalist, Methodist, and Presbyte-
rian churches.

So it was in 1869 that plantation 
owner John Boddie established 
a school to train young people to 
benefit citizens in general, despite 
religious beliefs. Tougaloo, how-
ever, strongly emphasized morality. 
While reading, math, speech, and 
Bible were subjects taught, Latin 
was the staple of the educational 
system. 

During this history-in-the-mak-
ing moment, opposing philosophies 
of Booker T. Washington and Wil-
liam E. B. Dubois arose on strate-

gies of black social and economic 
progress. Washington advocated 
black Americans “accept the politi-
cal and social status quo of segrega-
tion and discrimination” and focus 
on “self-help and building econom-
ic and material success within the 
black community.”

DuBois, on the contrary, rejected 
the status quo and 
philosophized with 
agitation and protest 
for civil rights and 
advocated the “Tal-
ented Tenth,” what 
he called those ex-
ceptional men who 
could develop “the 
best of the race … 
to guide the masses 
from contamination 
and death….”

Hunter under-
scored, however, that 
“anybody who re-
jected the status quo 
was labelled a com-
munist.” And Du-
Bois turned to com-
munism “to achieve 
equality”; he was 
concerned about the 
well-being of all in 
society and “strongly 
protested against 
lynching, Jim Crow 
laws, and discrimi-
nation in education 
and employment.”

Hunter elabo-
rated, “Tougaloo 
became the center 
of the community 
surrounding it.” Wil-
liam T. Holmes, the 
first Oberlin graduate 
became the college’s 
president. Oberlin 
graduate August 
Meier was a profes-
sor who started Ne-
gro History Studies 
at the institution.

Oberlin College 
graduate Frances 
Walker Slocum, 
however, was 
banned from Tou-
galoo for marrying 
a white professor. 

As time progressed, the institution 
began to establish identity. For in-
stance, officials established a dress 
code; dressing up in suits and Sun-
day dresses became the norm.

Among those who attended the 
presentation was entrepreneur Earl 
Ratliff, a 1972 Tougaloo graduate. 
He remarked, “Mr. Hunter was 

elaborate on touching on the facts of 
what went on back then. It’s enlight-
ening to know the accomplishments 
of Tougaloo and AMA changed a 
lot of things in the world, especially 
Mississippi.”

Programs in the Mississippi De-
partment of Archives and History’s 
lunch series are free to the public 

and held at noon on Wednesdays 
in the William F. Winter Archives 
and History Building (MWF), 200 
North St., in Jackson, or at the Old 
Capitol Museum (OCM), 100 S. 
State St., in Jackson.

For a series schedule and further 
information, call (601) 576-6998 or 
email info@mdah.state.ms.us

tionally recalled how King came to 
Mississippi every year for the Med-
gar Evers Homecoming celebration.

Tonya Moore, before recognizing 
five recent high school graduates 
who were awarded Medgar Wiley 
Evers scholarships said, “There is 
no gift greater than the one that en-
dures for future generations.” The 
awarded students were: 

• Mya J. Brown, Jim Hill High 
School, plans to attend Alcorn in 
the fall.

• Joshua L. Divinity, Hillcrest 
Christian High School, plans to at-
tend Hinds Community College.

• Alexys M. Ellis, Murrah High 
School, plans to attend Mississippi 
State University.

• Gralyn J. Jones Jr., Northwest 
Rankin High School, plans to attend 
Mississippi State University.

• Rachel G. Kendrick, Terry High 
School, plans to attend University 
of Southern Mississippi.

In the vein of passing the mes-
sage and mission to the next genera-
tion, violinist John Eze Uzodinma II 
performed “The Star Spangled Ban-

ner” and Sam Cooke’s “A Change 
Is Gonna Come.”

Miss Mississippi Jasmine Mur-
ray was the banquet speaker, keep-
ing with the theme of passing the 
torch to the next generation.

Political cartoonist Marshall 
Ramsey presented this year’s Med-
gar Wiley Evers Award of Courage 
to Rev. Edwin “Ed” King, who be-
came the chaplain at Tougaloo Col-
lege in 1963 during the height of the 
Civil Rights Movement.

In 1964, Rev. King and his wife 
Jeannette served as local organizers 
of the Summer Project and Missis-
sippi Freedom Democratic Party.

“Medgar Evers showed courage 
in trusting me with vital informa-
tion, sometimes personal, that he 
knew I needed to learn,” Rev. King 
said. “By the late spring of 1963 
some of these lessons almost did 
overwhelm me.

“He made me understand his 
perspective on America - that the 
greatest, most powerful, enemies 
of freedom, his own worst enemies, 
were not in the white sheets of Mis-

sissippi but the gold and glitter of 
Washington and the great banks and 
foundations that were ‘the powers 
that be.’

“His last private, personal words 
to me, a few hours before his as-
sassination, were about his joy and 
confidence that, whatever hap-
pened, the power of nonviolent di-
rect action, as he had learned from 
witnesses like Hollis Watkins of 
SNCC and Dave Dennis of CORE, 

some day would overcome,” King 
said.

Jackson Police Chief Lee Vance 
was recognized with the Making 
a Difference Award. He too spoke 
of courage. “If you were a black 
man in 1963, you could easily see 
what was happening. Then courage 
comes into play,” Vance said.

But today, he said, courage can 
be tested. “You wonder, maybe my 
passion is going in the wrong direc-

tion; maybe I need to be more pas-
sive,” he said. “But Medgar pushed 
on. He made it a commitment.”

Vance said the enemy in the 60s 
was oppression, not being safe. “I 
have a responsibility to make this 
city safe,” he said. “I have a respon-
sibility to build a police department 
that understands what our duty is - 
to provide safety to this community.

“If I don’t lead in the right direc-
tion, it will be disrespectful to Med-

gar and those in this room,” Vance 
said.

The Lifetime Achievement 
Award went to Civil Right veteran 
Hollis Watkins. He didn’t talk much 
because most know his contribu-
tions and his stance in the move-
ment. But in tribute to Medgar, he 
sang “Ballad of Medgar Evers.”

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.com 
or (601) 454-0372.

Historian Clarence Hunter explores “The American 
Missionary Association and the founding of Tougaloo College”

2015 Medgar Wiley Evers Scholarship recipients: Joshua L. Divinity, Mya J. 
Brown, Alexys M. Ellis, Gralyn J. Jones Jr., Rachel G. Kendrick. PHOTOS BY STEPH-
ANIE R. JONES

Miss Mississippi Jasmine Murray with 
actor Dan Aykroyd

Charles Evers with sister Elizabeth Evers Jordan and niece Re-
ena Evers-Everette

Lifetime Achievement awardee Hollis 
Watkins 

Blues musician Bobby Rush with Montrell Greene, superinten-
dent of Greenwood Public Schools

Family members of Jackson Police Chief Lee Vance are all smiles because he is the 
recipient of this year’s Making A Difference award

(Front row) MDAH Archives and Records Services Division director Julia 
Marks Young; speaker Clarence Hunter; (back row) Mississippi Civil Rights 
Museum project director Jacqueline K. Dace, MDAH director Katie Blount, 
MDAH Records analyst Caroline Gray-Primer, and History Is Lunch coordi-
nator Chris Goodwin. PHOTO BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer



Sheriff Lewis at events in Jackson, Miss. 
Let’s Do Lunch with Dan Aykroyd - June 11| The Blues is Alright Concert - June 12|

Medgar Evers Parade - June 13
Photos By Frederick smith
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WASHINGTON - Rachel 
Dolezal, born to white par-
ents, self-identifies as black 
- a decision that illustrates 
how fluid identity can be in 
a diversifying America, as 
the rigid racial structures 
that have defined most of this 
country’s history seem, for 
some, to be softening.

Dolezal resigned as the 
leader of the NAACP’s Spo-
kane, Washington, branch af-
ter questions surfaced about 
her racial identity. When 
asked directly on NBC’s “To-
day” show Tuesday whether 
she is “an African-American 
woman,” Dolezal replied, “I 
identify as black.”

Her parents identified her 
as white with a trace of Na-
tive American heritage, 
and her mother, Ruthanne 
Dolezal, has said Rachel be-
gan to “disguise herself” as 
black after her parents adopt-
ed four black children more 
than a decade ago.

Dolezal isn’t the first per-
son to make this type of 
change. Millions of Ameri-
cans changed racial or ethnic 
identities between the 2000 
and 2010 censuses, even 
though their choices may 
have contradicted what their 
skin color appeared to be, or 
who their parents said they 
are.

“It forces us to really ques-
tion whether or not this bio-
logical basis for identity is a 
smart path to continue down 
in the future,” said Camille 
Gear Rich, a University of 
Southern California law and 
sociology professor who 
writes about elective race 
choices.

Americans have become 
comfortable with people self-
identifying their race, Rich 
said, “but often that invoca-
tion of identity based on a 
biological claim isn’t backed 
up by anything else after the 
claim is made.”

In the United States, there 
is an expectation that people 
would have a biological con-
nection to a racial or an eth-
nic identity they are claiming, 
said Nikki Khanna, a Univer-
sity of Vermont sociology 
professor. She co-authored 
a 2010 study that found in-
creasing numbers of bira-
cial adults were choosing to 
self-identify as multiracial or 
black instead of white.

“There really is 
no biological basis 
to race, but what 
I’m saying is that in 
our society the ev-
eryday person tends 
to think race must 
have some link to 
ancestry,” Khanna 
said. “So we expect 
that when people 
self-identify with 
a particular group 
they must have 
some ancestral link 
to that group.”

In the past, race was deter-
mined mostly by what other 
people thought a person was. 
For example, the Census Bu-
reau’s enumerators would de-
termine on their own what a 
person’s race was, and classi-
fy them as such. By the 1960s 
and 1970s, census officials 
were allowing people to self-
identify.

Currently, the Census 
Bureau allows people to 
choose a racial category, or 
even multiple categories, to 
which they think they belong. 
The census identifies races 
as white; black or African-
American; American Indian 
or Alaska Native; Asian; Na-
tive Hawaiian or Other Pacif-
ic Islander; and “some other 
race” for those claiming more 
than one race. There is also a 
Hispanic ethnic category.

People have been using that 
freedom since the early 2000s 
to move back and forth. They 
switched between races, 
moved from multiple races to 
a single race or back, or de-
cided to add or drop Hispanic 
ethnicity from their identifi-
ers on census forms.

Last year, a study showed 
that 1 in 16 people - or ap-
proximately 9.8 million of 
162 million - who responded 
to both the 2000 and 2010 
censuses gave different an-
swers when it came to race 
and ethnicity. In addition, in 
the 2010 census, more than 
21.7 million - at least 1 in 14 - 
went beyond the standard la-
bels and wrote in such terms 
as “Arab,” “Haitian,” “Mexi-
can” and “multiracial.”

Dolezal, 37, said Tuesday 
that published accounts de-
scribed her first as “transra-
cial,” then “biracial,” then as 
“a black woman.” “I never 
corrected that,” she conceded, 
adding that “it’s more com-
plex than being true or false 
in that particular instance.”

She and her parents have 
disagreed about her back-
story. Dolezal said she started 
identifying as black around 
age 5, when she drew self-
portraits with a brown crayon. 
Her mother told Fox News on 
Tuesday that’s not true.

Dolezal has gotten support 
from some in the black com-
munity, who say she should 
be allowed to self-identify as 
she pleases. However, other 
African-Americans say she 
is “passing” - a term mainly 
used to describe blacks who 
looked white enough to deny 
their African ancestry - and 
should not claim a racial iden-
tity that she cannot prove.

She isn’t the only person 
who has faced that accusa-
tion. An opponent of Houston 
Community College trustee 
Dave Wilson complained that 
campaign mailings Wilson 
sent to voters in the predomi-
nantly black district implied 
Wilson, who is white, was 
black. U.S. Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren of Massachusetts 
faced questions about her 
Native American ancestry 
during her last election after 
being listed as such in several 
law school directories.

Some people have used 
their ability to self-identify as 
another race simply to get ac-
cess to resources aimed at mi-
norities, Rich said, but “race 
is something that is a social 
contract and it is not some-
thing that you just passively 
inhabit.”

That’s why Rich said she 
isn’t comfortable with people 
announcing themselves as 
a member of a community. 
“There might be some spaces 
in which Rachel gets to be a 
black person, but I want to be 
very careful about any con-
text in which she is taking 
away resources from people 
who have come from a more 
subordinated experience,” 
she said.

Now is the time to make 
sure your children’s im-
munizations are up-to-date 
for the approaching school 
year. The Mississippi State 
Department of Health 
(MSDH) reminds parents 
that state law requires kids 
to be immunized against 
childhood diseases to enter 
school,

Head Start or daycare 
According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, approximately 
95 percent of parents na-
tionwide choose to vacci-
nate their children, protect-
ing them against potentially 
deadly diseases.“Childhood 
vaccinations protect your 
child and those around 
them,” said MSDH State 
Epidemiologist Dr. Thomas 
Dobbs. “While it’s great 
to see children receiving 
required vaccinations, the 
back-to-school rush places 
additional pressure on our 
county health department 
clinics. Parents should re-
member the best protection 

is having their children im-
munized on time. Immu-
nizing now can avoid long 
lines later this summer.”

Required vaccinations for 
children entering school in 
Mississippi for the first time 
include: diphtheria, tetanus 
and pertussis (DTaP); polio 
(IPV); hepatitis B; measles, 
mumps and rubella (MMR); 
and varicella (chickenpox). 
There is also a requirement 
for children entering sev-
enth grade to receive the 
Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria 
and pertussis) vaccination. 
Parents must provide the 
school with a Certificate of 
Immunization Compliance 
(Form 121) from their local 
health department or physi-
cian prior to school entry.

You may check with your 
physician or county health 
department if you have 
questions about which im-
munizations your child will 
need. Those 18 and under 
who are eligible for the Vac-
cines for Children program 
can receive vaccinations for 
$10 each.

The MSDH accepts Med-
icaid, Medicare, CHIP and 
the State and School Em-
ployees’ Health Insurance 
Plan (AHS).

For more information on 
immunizations, visit www.
HealthyMS.com/immuni-
zations.Follow MSDH by 
e-mail and social media at 
HealthyMS.com/connect.

Choosing your own: Definition 
of race becoming fluid

Health officials remind parents to 
not wait until the last minute for 
back to school immunizations

Dolezal

By Jesse J. Holland
Associated Press

N A T I O N A L H E A L T H

HealthyMS.com



www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 7JunE 18 - 24, 2015

JPS presents the head of the class, 
2015 valedictorians and salutatorians

Jackson Public 
Schools (JPS) honored 
the 2015 valedictorians 
and salutatorians of each 
JPS high school. These 
students graduated with 
the highest grade point 
average in their senior 
class. 

During commence-
ment ceremonies, held 
May 26, 2015, they were 
recognized with the top 
ten scholars of their 
schools. They also deliv-
ered addresses to inspire 
and encourage fellow 
graduates of their class. 

JPS are proud of these 
graduates for maintain-
ing academic excellence 
throughout all four years 
of high school.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Valedictorian, Kayla 
Sampson Callaway

Salutatorian Myuna 
McNair, Lanier

Valedictorian Amber 
Gowdy, Lanier

Salutatorian Bre Onia 
Lee, Forest Hill

Salutatorian Simeon 
Taylor, Provine

Valedictorian Alexis 
Shakekspeare, Provine

Salutatorian, Domo-
nique Meeks Callaway

Valedictorian Nathan 
Graeme, Murrah

Valedictorian Debo-
rah Luckett, Jim hill

Valedictorian Lashayla 
Yates, Wingfield

Valedictorian, Nneka 
Jenkins Forest Hill

Salutatorian Emily 
Gomez, Murrah

Salutatorian Sara 
Bibbs, Jim Hill

Salutatorian Adaziah 
Martin, Wingfield

Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray 
has more time to carry out his vision 
for improving the Jackson Public 
School District. The Jackson Public 
Schools Board of Trustees voted to 
extend Dr. Gray’s contract for four 
more years. The announcement was 
made during a special Board meeting 
held May 19, 2015. The extension 
was based on District performance 
and growth and a high performance 
evaluation.

In the past year, the number of JPS 
schools rated “F” by the Mississippi 
Department of Education have de-
creased from 17 to 8, and the num-
ber of discipline incidents compared 
to this time last year have dropped by 
1,000.

“There’s been an increase in par-
ent participation in parent-teacher 
student activities, and Dr. Gray has 
made a very positive impact on the 
culture of the District,” said Board 
President Otha Burton. “We are very 
pleased with his leadership, com-
passion, drive, and determination to 
improve the quality of education for 
our students.”

The graduation rate of the District 
increased from 64 percent to 65.1 
percent from the 2012-2013 school 
year to the 2013-2014 year.

“I am honored and humbled by 
the Board’s decision to allow me to 
continue to serve four more years 
as superintendent of Jackson Public 
Schools,” said Dr. Gray. “Although 
we are labeled a ‘D’ district, we are 
operating with an ‘A’ mentality, and I 
am confident we will continue to im-
prove  academic achievement.”

Since his arrival, Dr. Gray has 
been acclaimed as a true educational 
visionary. His mantra of “Build-
ing Stronger Schools Together” has 
taken the District to new heights. 

Under his leadership, 
the District’s state and 
national accreditation 
statuses have been re-
stored to “accredited” 
and “in good standing” 
respectively.

Additionally, he led 
the efforts to raise the 
number of high per-
forming successful 
schools in the District, 
five of which have been 
designated in the top ten 
percent in the state. His 
innovative approach to 
instruction also guided the District 
to its first-ever 1:1 digital initiative, 
in which high school students in the 
District have a laptop computer and/
or access to personal computing de-
vices. He also helped establish a city-
wide collaborative effort to improve 
educational opportunities for chil-
dren through Alignment Jackson. 
Through his leadership and guid-
ance, the District has been revived 
and given new focus. Its strategic 
direction process, “Wearing WIGs, 
having FITs, and saying ABCs,” ap-
plies research-based focus to school 
improvement and student achieve-
ment.

Dr. Gray also led the Jackson 
Public School District in many op-
erational improvements during his 
tenure, including:

Migrating District email to the 
“cloud” by utilizing Microsoft Of-
fice 365 at a significant cost savings 
to the District and eliminating mail-
box size restrictions for teachers and 
principals

Converting analog fax lines to a 
digital system, leveraging the Dis-
trict’s networked multi-function 
copiers as fax machines

Implementing proactive, money 

saving green preventative mainte-
nance and energy management pro-
grams within the Facilities Mainte-
nance department

Inspiring new teachers and the 
Human Resources department in hir-
ing more than 450 certified teachers 
and is implementing an automated 
substitute teacher placement process

Leading the District, for the first 
time ever, in moving to online stu-
dent registration

Increasing the District’s fund bal-
ance by nearly 50 percent.

A proven thought leader in edu-
cation, community building, and 
school improvement, Dr. Gray has 
been featured in a number of local 
print publications, such as BOOM 
Jackson, Who’s Who in Black Mis-
sissippi, and many others.

Articles he has authored appeared 
in national publications including 
“Five Things Superintendents Want 
Every Principal to Know” and “Our 
Children, Our Choice.”

He also serves as executive pro-
ducer of the District’s Instructional 
Television program on education in 
Jackson called “Sup with the Supt.” 
and is executive editor of the Dis-
trict’s electronic newsletter, Key 
Communicator.

Board of Trustees gives Dr. Cedrick 
Gray four more years to carry out 
his vision to build stronger schools

Gray

The Mississippi Link Newswire



The General Missionary 
Baptist State Convention of 
MS, Inc. hosted its Church 
Music Workshop June 4-6, 
2015 in Jackson. Classes were 
held at the MS Baptist Semi-
nary and Mt. Nebo Baptist 
Church.

Ministers, choir members 
and musicians from across 
the state gathered to gain a 
refresher on traditional stan-
dards and learn new music 
techniques.

Participants had a chance 
to participate in the following 
classes: gospel, worship and 
praise, choral music for sing-
ers, rehearsing and conduct-
ing the church choir, blending 
the gospel band or orchestra 
for Sunday morning, scoring 
and publishing original songs, 
music technology, music fun-
damentals, small group voice 
and keyboarding.

Classes were taught by ac-
complished musicians such as 
Dr. London Branch of Jack-
son, Kevin Towers of Co-
ahoma Community College, 
Pierrdro Gallion of Jackson 
and Kristen McKenzie of 
Laurel, Miss.

The Music Division will of-
fer additional classes during 
the State Baptist Convention 
that will be held July 20-24, at 
the Downtown Marriott Hotel 
in Jackson.

For more information 
about the Music Division, 
please contact Lannie Spann-
McBride at 601-260-9705 or 
Angela Carson for general 
convention information at 
601-955-1132.

An event that for 
so long many had 
little knowledge 
about has become a 
day of recognition 
that tells a story 
about the history of 

African Americans and the message 
of freedom that it took more than 
two years to deliver.

Yes, Juneteenth is the event and 
it is now a day of recognition that 
is celebrated across the country. In 
honor of this day of racial liberty, I 
am sharing an article written years 
ago that gives insight into why June 
19 is such an important date.

The Gospel of Juneteenth 
By Joe Carter 
Although bad news travels fast, 

good news often takes the scenic 
route. That appears to have been 
especially true during the Civil War. 
Although Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation became official on 
the first day of January 1863, word 
didn’t arrive in Texas until June 19, 
1865.

On that day Union soldiers, led 
by Major General Gordon Granger, 
landed in Galveston with news that 
the war had ended and that those 
who were once enslaved were now 
free. One of Granger’s first acts 
upon landing in the Lone Star state 
was to read Texas General Order 
#3, which stated, “The people of 
Texas are informed that in accor-
dance with a Proclamation from the 
Executive of the United States, all 
slaves are free.”

Although we can’t begin to 
fathom the jubilation these new 
“citizens” must have felt, Texans 
set aside the third Saturday in the 
month of June to honor the event, 
an annual tradition known as June-
teenth.

Juneteenth is a day when families 
gather to pray, count their blessings, 
and gorge themselves on great quan-
tities of food - barbecue mostly; lots 
and lots of barbecue, and strawberry 
soda. But, for me, the day has come 
to represent more than just spending 
time with my friends and neighbors 
in the black community, sharing 
food and laughs.

For I too was once enslaved 
- shackled by chains of sin and 
death. Long before I was even born, 
though, the Greatest Emancipa-
tor paid the price to set me free. 
This “good news” was transported 
across time, carried across conti-
nents so that I would know: I had 

been set free.
Some of us are fortunate and hear 

this news early in life. For others, 
word of our freedom comes later. 
Still others refuse to believe it is true 
or are satisfied to be slaves to their 
own fallen nature.

But for those of us who accept it, 
life becomes something more. True 
freedom becomes a most precious 
gift. And every day becomes June-
teenth.

Another very important day of 
recognition that is celebrated just 
days after Juneteenth 2015 is Fa-
ther’s Day. On this day, fathers 
across the country are shown ex-
pressions of love.

This first Father’s Day celebra-
tion is said to have been held in the 
state of Washington but the exact 
city seems to be debatable. Even 
though the site may be unsure, what 
is known is that the first celebration 
was held in a church on June 19, in 
1909, in a special service dedicated 
to fathers. The celebration caught 
on in other states across the coun-
try and in 1924, President Calvin 
Coolidge made it a national event. 
In 1966, President Lyndon Johnson 
signed a presidential proclamation 
declaring the third Sunday of June 
as Father’s Day.

To all of the fathers across the 
country and globally, I wish each 
of you a very Happy Father’s Day 
as your family celebrates you and 
shares your wonderful presence 
both past and present.

Just as the news of freedom was 
shared, as well as news regarding 
the love of fathers, I pray that you 
share the news of God’s goodness 
with your fellowman. Remember, 
regardless of what is going on in 
our lives we should always give 
God the glory.

I’m sure that you can recall one 
of my favorite verses - Isaiah 52:7a 
which reads: “What a beautiful sight 
it is to see messengers coming with 
good news!” As always, we ask that 
you let us help you to communicate 
the good news of our Lord.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around the 
state of Mississippi, wants to serve 
as your personal messenger to hear 
and share your personal celebra-
tions as well as the good news that 
is part of your places of worship.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins at 
religion@mississippilink.com. Fax 
601-896-0091 or mail your infor-
mation to The Mississippi Link, 
2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorChurch music made during workshop

R E i g n i n g 
A n n o u n C E M E n t s

Greater Mt. Calvary Baptist Church’s 52nd Annual 
Session of the Southern Region Progressive National 
Baptist Convention will be held in Jackson, Mississippi, 
June 22-26, 2015. The convention’s headquarter is the 
Jackson Marriott Hotel, 200 E. Amite Street, Jackson, 
Mississippi.
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Pierrdro Gallion teaches gospel, worship and praise choral music

Music workshop participants

Lannie Spann-McBride and Larry Lee in class Kristen McKenzie teaches music fundamentals

Participating students

Kevin Towers teaches “Conducting the Church Choir.” Instructor Kristen McKenzie



The reason so 
many churches 
are ineffective 
and/or falling 
apart today is 
because they 
have strayed 

from God’s original plan. The 
strength and growth of the 
early church can be traced to 
this: The Spirit of God work-
ing through the Word of God 
in the hearts of the People of 
God.

Jesus describes that dimen-
sion of spiritual power in 
the opening chapter of Acts: 
“But you shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the end of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:8)

The effective church is em-
powered by the Holy Spirit. 
Many years ago, A. W. Tozer 
said, “If the Holy Spirit were 
taken away from the New 
Testament Church, 90 per-
cent of what they did would 
have come to a halt. But if the 
Holy Spirit were taken away 
from today’s church, only 10 

percent of what it does would 
cease.”

We’re not seeing the same 
results as the early believers 
because we are not relying on 
the same power they did and 
we are not operating on the 
same principles.

Ten days after Jesus as-
cended into Heaven, the 
Holy Spirit descended upon 
the obediently waiting disci-
ples in the upper room. (Acts 
2:1-4) What difference did 
the empowering of the Holy 
Spirit make in the lives of 
these early believers?

The same disciples who 
had huddled behind closed 
doors after Jesus’ crucifixion 
for fear of the Jews could not 
be kept behind closed doors 
after they had received this 
Heavenly dynamite (power).

After God’s power explod-
ed in their lives, they had the 
courage to tell the authori-
ties, “We cannot but speak 
the things which we have 
seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)

Thought: We sometimes 
may be afraid to share our 
faith in Christ because peo-
ple might feel uncomfortable 
and might reject us. But Peter 
and John’s zeal for the Lord 

was so strong that they could 
not keep quiet, even when 
threatened.

If your courage to wit-
ness for God has weakened, 
pray that your boldness may 
increase. Remember Jesus’ 
promise, “whoever con-
fesses Me before men, him I 
will also confess before My 
Father who is in Heaven.” 
(Matthew 10:32)

The effective church 
preaches the Gospel to all 
people. A popular trend in 
many churches today is 
to build a seeker-sensitive 
church, tailored to the special 
needs of a specific group of 
people. Instead of being led 
by God, some church lead-
ers are being led by market-
ing surveys that supposedly 
show them what type of de-
mographic they should cater 
to in order to grow atten-
dance.

This is called niche mar-
keting. As a result, people 
in the church have become 
spectators instead of partici-
pators. Programs have taken 
the place of power. Gim-
micks have taken the place of 
the Gospel.

Jesus told us, “Go into all 

the world and preach the 
Gospel.” (Mark 16:15) He 
did not say, “Go only to the 
people you can relate to per-
sonally”; or “Go only to a 
particular demographic.”

We should be teaching and 
preaching this Good News 
to everyone: “We proclaim 
Christ! We warn everyone 
we meet, and we teach every-
one we can, all that we know 
about Him.” (Colossians 
1:28)

One of the beauties of the 
church is our diversity. (See 
Galatians 3:26-28 and 1 
Corinthians 12:18-25.) Ne-
glecting Christ’s mandate to 
preach the Gospel to every-
one shortchanges the church 
and falls short of God’s ob-
jective.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Rev. Green is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of June 18

1.	 Fill	Me	Up	 	 	 Casey	J
2.	 For	Your	Glory	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
3.	 Yes	You	Can	 	 	 Marvin	Sapp
4.	 War	 	 	 	 Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago
5.	 I	Am		 	 	 	 Jason	Nelson
6.	 I	Will	Trust	 	 	 Fred	Hammond	Featuring	BreeAnn	Hammond
7.	 This	Place	 	 	 Tamela	Mann
8.	 Worth	Fighting	For	 	 Brian	Courtney	Wilson
9.	 Worth	 	 	 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy
10.	 How	Awesome	Is	Our	God	 Israel	&	New	Breed	Featuring	Yolanda	Adams

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

What makes a church effective?
This week, I 

was hoping to 
write a wonder-
fully sentimen-
tal tribute on 
how wonderful 
daddies are in 

honor of Father’s Day. Instead, 
I’m writing about a woman whose 
life has fallen apart because she 
denied who her real father was.

Unless you have been “living 
under a rock” as the old folks say, 
you have heard the twisted story 
of Rachel Dolezal, former Spo-
kane NAACP chapter president 
and community activist.

Though she had been living 
for the last 10 years very suc-
cessfully as an African American 
college professor and community 
activist, she was outed recently as 
white. Her story of 21st century 
blackface is disturbing and prob-
lematic on so many levels. In one 
interview, Dolezal stated that she 
“feels black” without adequately 
explaining what feeling “black” 
actually is.

Like some of you, I got some 
good laughs from the Twitte 
hashtag #AskRachel that paro-
died her perceived “expertise” 
on the black cultural experience. 
I even read the many comments  
as well as listened to commenta-
tors discussing the issues of race, 
racial identity, cultural thievery 
and cultural appropriation that 
Dolezal’s story raised. Some 
strongly criticized her actions as 
the ultimate act of white privi-
lege and entitlement: taking on 
the benefits of the culture without 
carrying the burden of the centu-
ries of systemic racism.

Others said that she should be 
applauded for being such an ef-
fective community leader. Yet 
others said that all of her great 

work was now somehow called 
into question because of her obvi-
ous lack of integrity and manipu-
lation.

Dolezal’s story has a compli-
cated mix of identity, race and 
other issues that will most likely 
not be resolved in a 500 word 
column or a three minute story. 
More importantly, however, I 
see her story as a cautionary tale 
that extends beyond the obvious 
topics of family estrangement as 
well as racial identity.

Without hearing more of her 
point of view, we cannot judge 
her intentions but we can look 
at what she “harvested” from 
the seeds of deception that she 
sowed.

She’s lost her job as a college 
professor (even though she’ll 
ironically probably make tons of 
money writing about and shar-
ing her experiences as a “black” 
woman through the media); her 
separation from her family was 
exposed and seemingly made 
worse and even worse, her work 
as a social justice activist has now 
been destroyed. 

Hers is the story of Galatians 
6:7-9: ” Do not be deceived: God 
cannot be mocked. A man reaps 
what he sows. Whoever sows to 
please their flesh, from the flesh 
will reap destruction; whoever 
sows to please the Spirit, from the 
Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us 
not become weary in doing good, 
for at the proper time we will reap 
a harvest if we do not give up.” 
This passage of scriptures reminds 
me of what my father always says 
that you can do anything you 
want, but be prepared to deal with 
the consequences. Dolezal, appar-
ently, was not.

Shewanda Riley may be 
reached at lovehangover@juno.
com, www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.com 

White is the new black?

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E d

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link By	Shewanda	Riley

Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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Jackson State University’s 
College of Education and 
Human Development/School 
of Lifelong Learning is on 
a mission to enrich the lives 
of Jackson-area residents 55 
years and older through its 
Seniors College Program.

Participants enhance their 
knowledge by receiving a 
positive educational experi-
ence from stimulating activi-
ties such as social interaction 
and building new friendships.

JSU has made great strides 
in working with the older 
adult population in the metro 
area. With the hiring of a se-
niors college coordinator and 
student services specialist in 
2014, the program contin-
ues to grow. The coordinator, 
along with the student ser-
vices specialist, has worked 
diligently to ensure objectives 
are met.

The Professional Interdis-
ciplinary Studies Degree Pro-
gram is the degree-completion 
program for seniors college 
participants. Several partici-
pants are actively working to-
ward earning their baccalau-
reate degree. Course offerings 
include computer literacy, 
money matters and health and 
wellness issues.

The Seniors College Pro-
gram Learning Annex is 
housed in the School of Life-
long Learning, 3825 Ridge-
wood Road in Jackson. The 
School of Lifelong Learning 
has a professional develop-
ment center, computer lab, 
student commons area, li-
brary, and classrooms. As 
well, it is equipped with large 
meeting rooms where many of 
the seniors college activities 
are conducted.

Also, participants in the 
Seniors College Program 

have visited the Walter Pay-
ton Center and lunched in the 
Student Center as part of their 
enrichment activities. In addi-
tion, participants were guests 
of state Sen. Hillman Frazier 
in the Mississippi Senate, al-
lowing them to learn more 
about the legislative process. 
Through recruitment efforts 
and programs, the Seniors 
College Program has grown 
to 185 participants since its 
inception.

Previously, seniors college 
participants have assisted with 
JSU commencement exercises 
and the annual Health Dispar-
ity Health Fair at the Jackson 
Convention Center.

The program favorably 
impacts JSU and its partici-
pants, who have established a 
$25,000 endowed scholarship 
through the JSU Office of De-
velopment to demonstrate 
their dedication to JSU.

Natchez, Miss. native and senior 
at Alcorn State University Chantel 
Marsaw’s success with her organi-
zation, “It Still Takes A Village,” 
continues to attract recognition for 
her work in the community.

Marsaw was among 12 people 
who were awarded the 2015 Jef-
ferson Award for Public Service 
in Mississippi Thursday, June 4 
in Jackson, Miss. The awards are 
given at both national and local 
levels. Local winners are ordi-
nary people who do extraordinary 
things without expectation of rec-
ognition. 

The Jefferson Awards’ mission 
is to encourage and honor indi-
viduals for their achievements and 
contributions through public and 

community service.
Marsaw was excited about re-

ceiving the award. She humbly 
thanked one of her professors 
at Alcorn for encouraging her 
through the ups and downs.

“It feels great to be a Jefferson 
Award winner, especially since I 
found out that the award is con-
sidered the Nobel Peace Prize of 
public service,” said Marsaw. “My 
instructor and advisor for my or-
ganization, Mr. Willie C. Ander-
son, told me that “It Still Takes a 
Village” will be a winner. He was 
right! Mr. Anderson always guides 
me in the right direction while 
encouraging me to do right at all 
times. He stresses to me and the 
rest of his students to never break 
the rules of the business world.”

Winning the award has moti-
vated Marsaw to take her organi-
zation to new heights.

“Winning this award has mo-
tivated me to do more for my 
community. My plans for my or-
ganization are to open a commu-
nity center in the Natchez area and 
then expand it as far as possible. It 
has become very clear to me that 
this program is much needed in 
all communities. I currently have 
between 150-200 students in the 
program from Adams, Jefferson, 
Franklin and Wilkinson counties. 
My list continues to grow, but I am 
ready for the task.”

For more information on Mar-
saw’s organization, “It Still Takes 
a Village,” visit www.itstilltake-
savillage.org.

Jackson State University 
Foundation scholarship appli-
cation is now open. The cri-
teria for each scholarship has 
already been identified within 
the database along with each 
student’s scholastic informa-
tion.

The system will automati-
cally match the applicant’s in-

formation to any scholarship a 
student is eligible for.

Continuing students can ap-
ply online now. All incoming 
freshmen can apply online 
from July 16- 30.

To apply, students can visit 
the scholarship page online and 
log in using their J-number and 
NET ID. For those who don’t 
know their NET ID, it can be 

found in P.A.W.S. under Acti-
vate/Reset NET ID password 
(password must be at least 
eight characters with one num-
ber and capital letter).

The deadline for all applica-
tions is July 30.

Additional information is 
provided on the login page.

Call 601-979-0418 for more 
information.

The Margaret Walker Center at 
Jackson State University will cel-
ebrate what would have been the 
100th birthday of its founder, Dr. 
Margaret Walker Alexander, with 
its annual Jubilee Picnic on Tues-
day, July 7, and a Centennial Gala 
on Friday, July 10.

Dr. Robert Luckett, the Center 
director, said, “This is a special 
opportunity for us to lift Dr. Mar-
garet Walker Alexander into the 
national consciousness, where we 
know she belongs.”

In 1949, Margaret Walker Alex-
ander joined the English faculty at 

then Jackson State College, where 
she taught for 30 years before re-
tiring in 1979. While at Jackson 
State in 1968, she founded the In-
stitute for the Study of the History, 
Life and Culture of Black People, 
one of the first black studies pro-
grams in the nation. Today named 
in her honor, the Margaret Walker 
Center is a museum and special 
collections archive dedicated to 
the African-American experience.

“We are proud to lift up Dr. Al-
exander’s artistic and academic 
legacy each and every day,” Luck-
ett said. “We hope that the com-
munity will join us in our efforts, 

particularly, with these special up-
coming centennial events.”

On Tuesday, July 7, the Mar-
garet Walker Center will host its 
annual Jubilee Picnic in honor of 
what would have been Margaret 
Walker Alexander’s actual 100th 
birthday. With support from the 
Mississippi Humanities Council, 
the Jubilee Picnic will begin at 
11:30 a.m. in Ayer Hall and will 
include a lecture by scholar Mary-
emma Graham and a community 
discussion led by Carolyn Brown.  
Dr. Graham and Dr. Brown are 
both Margaret Walker Alexander 
biographers.

Then, on Friday, July 10, the 
Margaret Walker Centennial Gala 
will begin with a reception at 5 
p.m. in the JSU Student Center 
Ballroom. Special tributes to Dr. 
Margaret Walker Alexander will 
begin at 6 p.m., and, immediately 
following the tributes, the high-
light of the gala will be the per-
formance of a special concert, For 
My People: A New Musical Work.

A living-history presentation, 
the concert event features award-
winning New York City composer 
and pianist Randy Klein; Broad-
way vocalist Rosena Hill Jackson; 
and the internationally renowned 

JSU Chorale. In-
spired by the words 
of Margaret Walker, 
Klein received the 
musical rights to 
her poetry from the 
University of Geor-
gia Press and, over 
a 10-year period, 
composed this song 
cycle.

All events are free 
and open to the pub-
lic. RSVPs for the 
gala are requested.

For more information, visit the 
Center’s website at www.jsums.

edu/margaretwalkercenter or con-
tact the Center’s staff at 601-979-
2055 or mwa@jsums.edu.

EDUCATION

Margaret Walker Center to celebrate 100th 
birthday of Margaret Walker Alexander
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JSU’s Seniors College 
Program enriches lives of 
participants ages 55 and older

Alcorn student Chantel Marsaw 
named Jefferson Award recipient

JSU students can now 
apply online for foundation 
scholarships for 2015-2016
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AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN, SEIZED 
VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, RECOVERED PROPERTY AND MISPLACED ITEMS 

JUNE 27, 2015
To all interested parties, known or unknown, Pursuant to the 
MS State Code of 1972, Section 21-39-21, the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, will sell at Public Auction, abandoned, lost, stolen, or 
misplaced personal property and equipment listed on the attached 
schedule. Unclaimed lost, stolen, abandoned, or misplaced 
property may be sold after the expiration of one hundred twenty 
(120) days from the date of notification to - owner, and bicycles 
may be sold after the expiration of ninety (90) days from their 

receipt or recovery by the City of Jackson. The auction will be held 
at the City’s Garage/Impound Lot facility located at 4225-C Michael 
Avalon Street on Saturday, June 27, 2015 starting at 08:30 a.m.

A list and description of lost, stolen, abandoned or misplaced 
personal property, equipment, and bicycler will be posted 
pursuant to statutory requirements in the following locations:

Hinds County Justice Court House
Hinds County Chancery Court Building
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s Office
Jackson Area Newspapers

Publication Dates: 
June 4, 2015, June 11, 2015, June 18, 2015

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 11JunE 18 - 24, 2015



12 • THE mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJunE 18 - 24, 2015



CLASSIFIED
www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 13JunE 18 - 24, 2015

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3006- frozen food, meat products, Crackers & Chips

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) June 26, 2015, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Confer-
ence concerning the project will be held at Enoch Library, 101 Near 
Street, Jackson, MS on June 3, 2015 at 2:00 P.M.  Attendance at the 
pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board 
of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive in-
formalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms 
and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing 
acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents 
may be picked up at the above address. 

6/11/2015, 6/18/2015

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids

dEpArTmEnT of finAnCE And AdminisTrATion
BurEAu of BuildinG, Grounds And

rEAl propErTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACkson, mississippi

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, 
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 07/16/2015 , for:

 RE: GS# 618-040 Bridges & Infrastructure
  Percy Quin State Park

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract docu-
ments may be obtained from:

Professional: Dungan Engineering, P.A. 
Address:     Post Office Box 150
  Columbia, Mississippi 39429
Phone:  601-731-2600
Email:                  noemail@noemail

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of 
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to 
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and 
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015

lEGAl

noTiCE of AppEAl for A rEZoninG
ZoninG CAsE no. 3899

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 
Gowan Brisby has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Rezoning from C-2 (Limited) Commercial District to R-4 (Limited Multi-
Family) Residential District in order to convert an existing commercial building to resi-
dential units on property located at 5201 Cedar Park Dr., in the First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as: 

TRACT I: Lots 4 and 5 and 19 off the South side of Lot 3 of Cedar Park Subdivision 
Part 3, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof and of record in the Office of the 
Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi in Plat Cabinet 
C, Slot 229.

TRACT II: TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS being 
more particularly described as follows, to-wit:

A certain parcel of land situated in the Northwest Quarter of Section 13, Township 6 
North, Range 1 East in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as follows.

Commencing at the Southwest comer of Lot 5 Cedar Park Subdivision Part III recorded 
in Plat Cabinet C, Slot 229 and running East along the South line of said subdivision for 
a distance of 436.40 feet to the West line of Keele Street; thence running West along 
a line parallel to the South line of Cedar Park Subdivision Part III 436.40 feet; thence 
running North 32 feet to the point of beginning.

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, April 22, 2015 
with a recommendation to approve.  An appeal of the recommendation of the Planning 
Board was filed. The Case will be heard at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the 
Council Chambers, First Floor, City Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Missis-
sippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday, June 15, 2015.
.
WITNESS my signature this 28th day of May 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

6/4/2015, 6/18/2015

lEGAl

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTY-oWnEd propErTY
CiTY of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City 
of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, for the purchase 
of certain City-owned property, (zoned C-2), parcel #135-13, located at 0 W. Capitol 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $500. The City will retain 
all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The 
outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “Capitol Street Property” and parcel 
number with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  
Bids will be opened on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTY-oWnEd propErTY
CiTY of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #80-11-1, located at 0 George Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $500. The City will retain all 
mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The 
outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “George Street Property” with the bid-
der’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened 
on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTY-oWnEd propErTY
CiTY of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City 
of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, for the purchase 
of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #423-71, located at 3246 Marion 
Dunbar Street in Jackson, Mississippi.  The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, 
together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For 
additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or 
vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The 
outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “Marion Dunbar Street Property” and 
parcel number with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the 
bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTY-oWnEd propErTY
CiTY of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #80-13, located at 0 George Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $500. The City will retain all 
mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The 
outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “George Street Property” and parcel 
number with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  
Bids will be opened on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015
lEGAl

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTY-oWnEd propErTY
CiTY of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #80-11, located at 0 George Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi.  Bids for this property will start at $500.  The City will retain all 
mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The 
outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “George Street Property” and parcel 
number with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  
Bids will be opened on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

lEGAl

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTY-oWnEd propErTY
CiTY of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, 
for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #80-12, 
located at 0 George Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will 
start at $500. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the 
right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional 
information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or 
vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “George 
Street Property” and parcel number with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) 
original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, July 7, 
2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015, 7/2/2015

DEPENDABLE SOURCE CORP. OF MS
HIRING CLASS A DRIVERS
Benefits of Driving for Dependable Source

• Local, Dedicated & OTR Positions: choices to fit your needs.
• Competitive Pay & Benefits

• Weekly Pay, Paid Vacations, Medical, Dental, 
Life & Disability Insurance

Full-time drivers work on flex assignments and have the option 
of switching to a dedicated run or temp to perm one when one 

becomes available that is right for you.

JOIN OUR TEAM!

• Over 20 Years of Service
• Immediate Openings

• DSC has a respected record in the transportation industry, 
commitment to customer loyalty and driver satisfaction.

Apply at:
1840 S. West Street, Suite A
Jackson, MS; (601) 355-3889 

∗ Minimum 6 months Tractor-Trailer Experience
∗ Good MVR

lEGAl

rEQuEsT for proposAls (rfp)

profEssionAl sErviCEs for
proGrAm mAnAGEmEnT sErviCEs for THE muniCipAl spECiAl sAlEs 

TAX fundEd infrAsTruCTurE improvEmEnTs proGrAm
 
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals from qualified 
firms for the purpose of selecting a Program Manager with which to negotiate a Profes-
sional Services Contract for Program Management Services for the Municipal Special 
Sales Tax Funded Infrastructure Improvements Program as described in the RFP.

Proposals will be received by the City of Jackson at the office of the City Clerk, City 
Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, until 3:00 P.M. local time, 
Tuesday, July 7, 2015. Interested firms may obtain a copy of the detailed Request for 
Proposals at no charge from the City’s Website at http://www.jacksonms.gov/bids or 
from:
Jerriot Smash, Deputy Director of Administration
City of Jackson
Department of Public Works
Warren Hood Building
200 South President Street
Jackson, MS  39201
jsmash@jacksonms.gov

A MANDATORY Pre Proposal Conference is scheduled for Friday, June 19, 2015 at 
4:00 P.M., local time, and will be held in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, located 
on the 1st floor of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President St., Jackson, MS.  
Attendance by Proposers intending to submit on the project is required.  All potential 
subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contract-
ing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity 
for all persons conducting business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each 
Proposer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan 
with the proposal submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order.  Failure to comply with the City’s 
Executive Order shall disqualify a Proposer from continuing in the selection process. 

Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one signed original 
plus five copies included with the proposal) shall be submitted in a sealed package and 
plainly marked on the outside of the package: “Proposal for Professional Services for 
Program Management Services for the Municipal Special Sales Tax Funded Infrastruc-
ture Improvements Program”.  

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all proposers that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all proposers 
will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and 
will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, in 
consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of 
life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. 
The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing busi-
ness within the City of Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract with the City 
of Jackson on various projects and/or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City 
of Jackson in achieving its goal by strongly considering city of Jackson residents for 
employment opportunities.

Kishia L. Powell  Gus McCoy Terry Wiliamson
Director, DPW  CAO  Attorney, DPW

6/11/2015, 6/18/2015

Regional Drivers Needed
NEW PAY SCALE! 

Dancor Transit Inc @ 866-677-4333

Home weekends
        Affordable Benefi ts 

Paid Vacation after one year!  
Safety & Longevity Bonus

      Class A CDL w/2 years OTR

www.dancortransit.com
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Paid Vacation after one year!  
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Regional Drivers Needed
NEW PAY SCALE! 

Dancor Transit Inc @ 866-677-4333

Home weekends
        Affordable Benefi ts 

Paid Vacation after one year!  
Safety & Longevity Bonus

      Class A CDL w/2 years OTR

www.dancortransit.com

Dancor
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ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiD

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs AnD nOTiCE TO COnTRACTORs

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, MS, at 219 South 
President Street, Jackson, MS 39201 or at Post Office Box 17, Jackson, MS 
39205 until 3:30 PM, local time, Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at which time bids will 
be publicly opened and read aloud for:

Thalia Mara Hall Renovations – Dimming System Replacement, City Project 
No. 12B8002

Proposals shall be submitted on forms furnished and sealed and deposited 
with City Clerk prior to the hour and date above designated.

Contract documents may be examined at the Architect’s Office: Cooke Doug-
lass Farr Lemons, Architects & Engineers PA, 3100 North State Street, Suite 
200, Jackson, MS 39216, (601) 366-3110 and at the local plan rooms.  Bid-
ders can receive an electronic copy of the plans via compact disc at a non-
refundable cost of $30.00.  No hard copies will be distributed to bidders.  Bid-
ders should contact the Office of the Architect/Engineer for instructions as to 
how to obtain a disc.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, or sex in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City.  As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the City’s 
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded 
an eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity Program, please contact of the Division of Equal Busi-
ness Opportunity at 601-960-1856.  Copies of the Ordinance, EBO Plan Ap-
plications and a copy of the Program, as attached, are available at 200 South 
President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, 
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those 
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct busi-
ness in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering 
City residents for employment opportunities.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders bound in 
the project manual.  The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids and to waive any and all irregularities in respect to any bid submit-
ted or to accept any proposal which is deemed most favorable to the City of 
Jackson.

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD – NON-MANDATORY

To be announced by addendum at least ten days prior to bid date.

Kishia L. Powell  Gus McCoy Terry Wiliamson
Director, DPW  CAO  Attorney, DPW

6/11/2015, 6/18/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiD

REsOluTiOn DEClARinG THE inTEnT OF THE CiTY OF JACksOn,
mississippi TO lEVY A TOuRisT AnD COnVEnTiOn TAX in THE 
AmOunT OF OnE pERCEnT (1%) On THE GROss pROCEEDs OF 

sAlEs OF REsTAuRAnTs, HOTEls AnD mOTEls FOR THE 
puRpOsE OF pROViDinG FunDs FOR THE JACksOn COnVEnTiOn 

AnD VisiTORs BuREAu, EFFECTiVE JulY 1, 2915.

WHEREAS, the 2015 Mississippi Legislature passed Senate Bill 2910 which 
provides for the creation of the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau and 
the levying of a tourist and convention tax; and

WHEREAS, said Bill was signed by the Governor on April 14, 2015, and be-
came effective from and after said date; and

WHEREAS, this Resolution is being adopted pursuant to the procedure pre-
scribed in said Bill for the implementation of the tourist and convention tax 
for the purpose of providing funds for the Jackson Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI;

SECTION 1. That a Tourist and Convention Tax in the amount of one percent 
(1%) is to be levied and collected on the gross proceeds of sales of res-
taurants, hotels and motels in the City of Jackson, Mississippi as defined in 
Senate Bill No. 2910 adopted in the 2015 regular session of The Mississippi 
Legislature, effective July 1, 2015.

SECTION 2. That said tax shall be collected by and paid to Mississippi De-
partment of Revenue on the form prescribed by the Mississippi Department 
of Revenue and in the same manner that state sales taxes are computed, 
collected and paid.

SECTION 3. That this Resolution shall be published in a local newspaper for 
at least two (2) consecutive weeks prior to the effective date of the tax levy, 
the last publication being made no later than ten (10) days prior to July 1, 
2015.

SECTION 4. That this Resolution shall be in force and effect from and after 
its passage.

Council Member Priester moved adoption; Council Member Hendrix sec-
onded.

Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester and Stamps.
Nays- None. 
Absent- Barrett-Simon, Stokes and Tillman.

ATTEST:
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk

I, Krisri Moore, the duly appointed qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the Council and seal of said City of Jackson, Mississippi, certify 
that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Order passed by the City 
Council at its Special City Council Meeting on June 8, 2015 and recorded In 
Minute Book “6-H”.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 15th day of June, 
2015.

Kristi Moore, City Clerk

6/18/2015 6/25/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiD

Advertisement

REQuEsT FOR pROpOsAls (RFp)
sOliD WAsTE AnD RECYClinG COllECTiOn

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals 
from qualified proposers tor the purpose of selecting a Service Provider with 
which to negotiate a Contract for Solid Waste Collection and Recycling In the 
City of Jackson (as described in the RFP).

The proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

A. Service Provider’s innovative approach to encourage and maintain a sus-
tainable solid waste system 
B. Service Provider’s experience, qualifications and references as demon-
strated in similar engagements
C. Expertise of key personnel to be assigned to the contract 
D. EBO Plan and commitment to exceeding MBE and FBE participation goals 
E. Cost proposal

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offerer shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid 
submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the 
City’s EBO Executive Order Shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offerer 
from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of 
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Office 
of Economic Development at 601-960-1055. Copies of the Executive Order, 
EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available at 200 South 
President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson. Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, 
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those 
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct busi-
ness In the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering 
City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

A MANDATORY Pro-Proposal Meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 29, 
2015 at 10:00 a.m., local time, and will be held in the Andrew Jackson Confer-
ence Room, located on the 1st floor of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South 
President St, Jackson, MS. 

Attendance by Proposers intending to submit on the project Is required. All 
potential Subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend.

Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one signed 
original plus five copies included with the proposal) shall be submitted in a 
sealed package and plainly marked on the outside of the package: “Proposal 
for Professional Services for Solid Waste Collection and Recycling Services.

Proposals must be submitted to the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 by no later than 3:30 p.m., local time, 
on Tuesday, July 28,2015.

Interested firms may obtain a copy of the detailed Request for Proposals at 
no charge from the City’s Website at http://www.jacksonms.gov/bids or from:

Wanda Tyler Knotts, Solid Waste Management
City of Jackson
Department of Public Works
Warren Hood Building
200 South President Street
Jackson, MS 39201
wknotts@jacksonms.gov

Kishia L. Powell, Director  Terry Williamson
Department of Public Works  Legal Cousel, Deputy of Public Works

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer 

6/18/2015

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

lEGAl

nOTiCE OF AppEAl FOR A REZOninG
ZOninG CAsE nO. 3906

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, no-
tice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that J. D. 
Calhoun, LLC has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application 
requesting a Rezoning from C80-C2 (Limited) Commercial District to C80-C3 (General) 
Commercial District, to conform with adjacent properties  for the property located at 301 
East Browning Dr., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

LOTS 1& 2 BLOCK “A”, BROWNING ESTATES, PART 1, A SUBDIVISION ACCORD-
ING TO A MAP OR PLAT THEREOF ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICEOF 
THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI IN PLAT 
BOOK 19 AT PAGE 47, REFERENCE TO WHICH IS HEREBY MADE IN AID OF AND 
AS PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, June 24, 2015, at which time all par-
ties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, af-
ter which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator 
at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of May 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

6/4/2015, 6/18/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Advertisement for Bid

Bid 3015 - Audio/Video Automation playout playback server

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) June 29, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge 
by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or docu-
ments may be picked up at the above address and may be downloaded from 
the RFPs & Bid Notices page on the JPS website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

6/11/2015, 6/18/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpARTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn

BuREAu OF BuilDinG, GROunDs AnD
REAl pROpERTY mAnAGEmEnT

JACksOn, mississippi

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Missis-
sippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 07/16/2015, for:

RE:     GS# 207-049 Physical Plant Facility 
 Itawamba Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional:     Pryor & Morrow Architects and Engineers, P.A. - Colum-
bus
  (Columbus, Mississippi, through the 
Office listed herein)
Address:         Post Office Box 167
  Columbus, Mississippi 39703
Phone:         662-327-8990 
Email:         cmorrow@pryor-morrow.com

A deposit of $250.00 is required. Bid preparation will be 
in accordance with Instructions to Bidders bound in the 
project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and 
Real Property Management reserves the right to waive 
irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Tele-
phones and desks will not be available for bidders use 
at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kombrek, Director

6/18/2015, 6/25/2015



AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified.  Call Aviation
Institute  of Maintenance 866-367-
2510.

EARN $500 A DAY; Insurance Agents
Needed; Leads, No Cold Calls;
Commissions Paid Daily; Lifetime
Renewals; Complete Training; Health &
Dental Insurance; Life License Required.
Call 1-888-713-6020.

AVERITT EXPRESS Start Pay: 40 to
43.5 CPM + Fuel Bonus! Get Home
EVERY Week + Excellent Benefits. CDL-A
Required. Recent Tractor Trailer Grads
Welcome. Call:  888-602-7440 Or Apply
@ AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer - Females, Minorities, Protected
Veterans and Individuals With Disabilities
Are Encouraged To Apply.

DRIVER - CDL/A
NEW PAY INCREASE
CLASSES STARTING
EVERY MONDAY!

• No out of pocket tuition cost!
• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days

and start driving with KLLM!
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!

• Refresher Course Available.
Must Be 21 Years of Age

855-378-9335  EOE
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT. 1,000 + sq.
ft. commercial property near Bolivar
Medical Center, Cleveland, MS. View at:
http://www.buildmytour.net/tour.php?id=
ECBD. $900.00 month plus utilities. 662-
843-0304 (Leave message.)
PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available
June 1. Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods
Office Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private
offices and large storage, work or confer-
ence room, separate baths, kitchenette,
small reception area. Partially furnished if
interested. Excellent neighbors. Great
space for small business or nonprofit
association or charity. Call Monica to
arrange a viewing. 601-981-3060, or e-
mail mgilmer@mspress.org.

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo.
FREE Installation. FREE 3 months of HBO
SHOWTIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday
Ticket Included (Select Packages) New
Customers Only. CALL 1-800-215-6713.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1-800-319-2526.
GOT KNEE PAIN? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576
TO ADVERTISE STATEWIDE, call
Mississippi Press at 601-981-3060.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t - S a l e s

F o r  R e n t S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of June 14, 2015

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

LOW-COST
BURIAL INSURANCE

•Rates Start At Just $20 Mo.
•No Medical Exam Required
•Premiums May Never Go Up
•Most All Health Excepted
•We Shop (A) Rated Carriers
•Up to $25,000 in Coverage
Call Today to Receive Your FREE Quote!

888-352-1685
Place Your Classified

Ad
STATEWIDE

In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient
one call/one bill service.

Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for
rates in other states.

June14_MCAN
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ZOFRAN 
BIRTH DEFECTS

CONTACT THE LAW OFFICE OF

MARC BOUTWELL
Located in Lexington, MS and Oxford, MS

(662) 834-9029   (662) 638-3390
or TOLL-FREE 1-888-881-7755

From the 1990’s until present day, Zofran has been prescribed
to pregnant women to control nausea or “morning sickness”.
Troubling new evidence demonstrates that Zofran may be 
associated with increased risks of certain birth defects during
pregnancy.

When taken during the first trimester, Zofran may place the fetus
at risk for developing heart and kidney defects and other injuries.
The FDA has strongly cautioned against Zofran use during 
pregnancy.

IF YOU TOOK ZOFRAN DURING YOUR 
PREGNANCY, AND HAD A CHILD WITH BIRTH
DEFECTS, YOU MUST CALL IMMEDIATELY TO

PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS!

To protect your legal rights, it costs nothing to discuss your case.
“Free background information available upon request”
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Marc Boutwell
Zofran Birth Defects

Absolute 2-Day Public Auction • June 19-20
Alabama Dept. of Transportation 

537 Traffi  c Operations Dr. • Montgomery, AL 36110

Bryant Wood 
AL LIC #1137 (334) 264-3265

Online Bidding: visit us at: www.jmwood.com
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601-981-3060
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Over 100 Newspapers Statewide.
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One Order, One Payment, 
Over 100 Newspapers Statewide.

Mississippi Press Services
601-981-3060

One Order, One Payment, 
Over 100 Newspapers Statewide.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



16 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJune 18 - 24, 2015

Jackson State University 
infielder Melvin Rodriguez is 
headed to the major leagues. 

The Washington Nationals 
selected the standout infielder 
on the third day of the 2015 
Major League Baseball First-
Year Player Draft. Rodriguez 
was taken in the 18th round 
and was the 554th pick.

He is the first Tiger to be 
drafted since Pernell Halliman 
was selected by the Kansas 
City Royals in the 40th round 
in 2008.

Rodriguez was named to 
the National Baseball Writ-
ers All-America (NCBWA) 
third team and the American 
Baseball Coaches Association 
(ABCA) All-Region second 
team Wednesday, June 10.

His other honors include be-
ing named a Louisville Slug-
ger All-American, a finalist 
for the C Spire Ferriss Tro-
phy, SWAC Player of the Year, 
SWAC Co-Hitter of the Year, 
an All-SWAC first-team selec-
tion, a SWAC All-Tournament 
team member and was on the 
Dick Howser Trophy Watch 
List.

The Manati, Puerto Rico, 

native recorded a .422 bat-
ting average and had 97 hits, 
22 doubles, seven home runs, 
61 runs and 65 RBIs. He also 

posted a .477 on base per-
centage and a .635 slugging 
percentage to go along with a 
.961 fielding percentage.

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS ONLINE AT:

Jackson State’s senior catcher 
Jovany Felipe signed with the 
Tampa Bay Rays as a free agent 
on Monday, June 15.

During the 2015 season, Feli-
pe maintained a .317 batting av-
erage with 40 runs, and 59 hits 
(12 doubles, two triples, and 
five home runs) for 54 RBIs.

He posted a .406 on base 
percentage, a .484 slugging 
percentage, and a .974 fielding 
percentage.

His honors included being 
named to the 2015 College 
Sports Madness Southwestern 
Athletic Conference Second 

Team, being named to the 2015 
SWAC Postseason First Team, 

and  ranking 16th nationally in 
runs batted-In.

MLB’s Washington Nationals 
draft JSU infielder Rodriguez

Jovany Felipe signs 
with Tampa Bay Rays

WRtm-Fm smOOth 100.5 Fm, is JACksOn’s uRBAn RhYthm AnD Blues 
stAtiOn plAYinG FAmiliAR FAVORites FROm the 70’s, 80’s AnD 90’s. tune 
in tO heAR Just the RiGht miX OF Blues AnD tODAY’s BiGGest hits. 

Jackson State Athletics Media
Jackson State Athletics Media

Rodriguez                                                 Photo by ChaRles a. smith/JsU

Felipe
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June 5, 2015 • The Country Club of Jackson

Rho Lambda Omega Chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
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Movie Review:
“JuRassic woRld”
self- ReveRential sequel Revives pRehistoRic 
hoRRoR fRanchise
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How do you revive an expiring 
film franchise that was ostensibly 
put out of its misery over a dozen 
years ago after audiences became 
jaded with over-saturated visual ef-
fects they no longer found spellbind-
ing?

In the case of Jurassic World, you 
mount a self-reverential sequel laced 
with allusions to earlier episodes in 
which you even go so far as to point 
out how dinosaurs don’t capture 
people’s imaginations to the degree 
they once used to.

This is the fourth installment in 
the sci-fi series based on novels by 
the late Michael Crichton. Jurassics 
1 and 2 were directed by Steven 
Spielberg and adapted from a couple 
of Crichton’s best-sellers (“Jurassic 
Park” and “The Lost World”).

Jurassic 4’s creative team includes 
director Colin Trevorrow (Safety 
Not Guaranteed) and a quartet of 
writers who came up with a script 
which basically remains faithful to 
the feeling of the source material.

The story revolves around sib-
lings Zach (Nick Robinson) and 
Gray Mitchell’s (Ty Simpkins) 
Christmas vacation gone bad off the 
coast of Costa Rica.

As the film unfolds, the adven-
turesome adolescents bid their folks 
a fond farewell, but not before their 
prophetic mother (Judy Greer) 
shares an ominous piece of parental 
advice:, “Remember, if something 
chases you, run!”

 You see, they’re headed to Isla 
Nublar, the same tropical resort 
where, in Jurassic 1, raptors ran 
amok during the christening of a 
dino-themed amusement park.

Today, the place has been re-
named “Jurassic World” and it’s set 
to reopen under management just as 
greedy and inept as in the original, a 
deadly combination. 

Helicopter mom Karen Mitchell 
isn’t all that worried about her sons’ 
welfare since she assumes they’ll be 
under the watchful eye of her sister 
(Bryce Dallas Howard), the theme 
park’s operations manager.

However, upon their arrival, in-
stead of spending quality time with 

the nephews she hasn’t seen in sev-
en years, Claire issues them a VIP 
all-access pass.

Their subsequent roaming around 
the premises in a gyro-sphere made 
of bulletproof glass inconveniently 
coincides with the escape from con-
tainment of Indominus Rex, a pre-
historic hybrid bred in a test tube.

Unfortunately, no one in a posi-
tion of authority is inclined to de-
stroy the creature before it goes on 
a rampage: not its mad scientist 
inventor (BD Wong), not the war 
profiteer (Vincent D’Onofrio) with 
secret plans to sell it to the military, 
and not Jurassic World’s avaricious 
owner (Irrfan Khan). 

 This not only means that each of 
these dastardly villains will have to 
get their comeuppance but also that 
thousands of tourists will have to 
run for their lives. Most important-
ly, Aunt Claire must search for her 
nephews with the help of a chival-
rous love interest (Chris Pratt).

Overall, a riveting roller coaster 
ride with eye-popping effects and a 
satisfying resolution. Still, not quite 
a Spielberg-quality blockbuster, but 
it’ll do.

Rated: Very Good (3 stars); PG-
13 for peril and intense violence

Running time: 124 minutes
Distributor: Universal Pictures

By Kam Williams
Film Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Indonesian island
2. Flat
3. Thinker
4. Profess
5. Espy
6. Tapestry
7. __ Gras
8. Basic beliefs
10. Wipes
14. Brash
17. Land plot
18. Whining speech
19. Orange yellow
20. Puts on clothing
23. ___ schooled, place
24. Aegis
25. Power unit
27. Lab animal

ACROSS 
1. Torah table
5. Similar
9. Tel __
10. Small herring
11. Comedian Jay
12. Magi’s gift
13. Bring about
15. Flurry
16. Bod
18. Not anywhere
21. Whiz
22. Shirk
26. Deceive
28. Roman cloaks
29. Orderly arrangement
30. Neglect
31. For fear that
32. Sleep

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by George Washington

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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June 17 - 23, 2015

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$299

GREAT  ON  THE  GRILL!

FRESH  FRYER
LEG  QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$399

COOK'S

SHANK  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

99¢
FRESH 

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$179

FAMILY  PACK

WESTERN  STYLE
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$249

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS 
RIBEYE  STEAK

PER  LB.

$1199

FRESH  FRYER  SMALL

CHICKEN
BREAST

PER  LB.

$199

SOUTHERN  FARMS  ALABAMA

CATFISH
FILLETS

4  LB.  BOX

$1999

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

SIRLOIN  TIP
ROAST

PER  LB.

$399

ASSORTED 

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
SOFT  DRINKS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

2/$5

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
ICE  CREAM

56  OZ.

2/$4

PILLSBURY

GRANDS
BISCUITS

10.2  OZ.  CAN

5/$5

PARKAY

MARGARINE
QUARTERS
1  LB. ........................................ 

2/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SLICED

AMERICAN  
CHEESE
12  OZ. ......................................

$179

PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

SHREDDED
CHHESE
12  OZ. ..................................... 

$249

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

MUSIC  CITY
DRINKS
GALLON  .................................. 99¢

PILLSBURY

CINNAMON  &
CRESCENT  ROLLS
4 - 5  CT. .................................... 

5/$5
PICTSWEET 

FROZEN  
COB  CORN
24  CT.  ......................................

$599

SELECT  

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
26 - 28  OZ. ..................................

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

POTATOES
STEAK  FRIES,  POTATO  PUFFS,  
CRINKLE  CUT,  STRAIGHT,  2  LB. ........... 

$179

piggly wiggly

SWEET  CALIFORNIA  

STRAWBERRIES
1  LB. 

2/$5
RED  OR  WHITE  SEEDLESS  CHILE

GRAPES
POUND

$169
FRESH  FANCY  YELLOW

SQUASH
POUND

99¢

FRESH  FANCY

ZUCCHINI
POUND

99¢

VIDALIA

ONIONS
3  LB.

$199

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


