
Pool party host describes racially charged dispute with neighbor 

“Time, passion, and understand-
ing” are key components needed 
to spawn success in today’s youth. 
During a June 1 interview, Layla Efi 
Fitzgerald quickly identified these 
elements as principles for members 
of the local Boys and Girls Club, at 
250 W. Capitol Street.

The head mistress became 
equipped to handle her new role 
prior to her present 20-month direc-
torship of the nationally acclaimed 
club. A Piney Woods Country Life 
School honors graduate, Fitzgerald 
received her Bachelor of Science 

degree in psychology from Millsaps 
College and a Master of Science de-
gree from Jackson State University 
in rehabilitation counseling.

She assisted teachers at Brent-
wood Behavior Truancy Counseling 
and was a youth advocate for the 
Children’s Defense Fund Southern 
Regional office. From these places 
she learned to incorporate the three 
above noted essentials into her daily 
routine of working with youth.

With specifics, Fitzgerald - com-
fortable in her own skin - railed 
against the notion that youth and 
adults cannot speak a universal lan-
guage. Using herself as an example 

of psychologically exiting her world 
and entering the world of youth, 
she said, “I’m able to give my time 
to them…, when parents might not 
have enough time during the day.

“I’ve played many roles and my 
main one is being a listening ear. 
Children need to know they are ap-
preciated and recognized,” Fitzger-
ald said. While listening, Fitzgerald 
often functions as “confidant, moth-
er, counselor and teacher.”

Such savvy creates flexibility for 
the director to instill growth and de-

Layla Efi Fitzgerald, Boys and Girls Club director                                               PHOTOS BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT
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Mid-morning Tuesday, June 9, 
2015, at Jackson Fire Department, 
Jackson native Dianna “Miss D” 
Williams, owner of the Dollhouse 
Dance Factory and star of the Life-
time reality show “Bring It,” stood 
tall before the young participants in 
the Jackson Fire Department Kids 
Academy. 

The City of Jackson welcomed 
the Jackson State graduate and for-
mer city employee with a proclama-
tion from the office of Mayor Tony 
Yarber. It was read while eager 
children and supporting adults sur-
rounded her.

Following the proclamation pre-
sentation, “Miss D” gave a brief his-
tory of the Dancing Dolls troupe that 
was founded in 2001. The troupe, 
she said, composed of children ages 
10 - 17, owns 15 Grand Champion 
titles and more than 100 trophies. 

Further, children under age 10 are 
featured as Baby Dancing Dolls. The 
troupe’s slogan is “Dancing Dolls for 
Life” (DD4L) and they compete in 
hip-hop majorette competitions.

Similar to fellow Lifetime show 
Dance Moms, ‘Bring It!’ is an Amer-
ican dance reality television series 
which debuted March 5, 2014, on 
Lifetime. Additional episode renew-
als occurred thereafter.

‘Bring It!’ features the moms of 
several of the dancers and their inter-
actions (and occasional arguments) 
with Miss D. During rehearsals, 
parents are not permitted inside the 
studio. The children spend that time 
alone with Miss D, free of distrac-
tions.

Once the historical account was 
given, children had many questions 
during a question/answer session. 
Most of them pertained to their 
dreams and how they could achieve 
their goals. 

Miss D told the children to look 
for many positive role models who 
come from different places, includ-
ing home, school, church, commu-
nity, and abroad. She opined that 
no single atmosphere and no single 

MCKINNEY, Texas - The 
host of a Texas pool party that 
led to the suspension of a po-
lice officer said things took a 
violent turn when a neighbor 
began hurling racial slurs and 
insults at party-goers.

A woman identified as Ta-
tiana Rhodes, 19, said that she 
and some friends had orga-
nized the party and were en-
joying themselves at the Craig 
Ranch North Community Pool 
on June 5 when the conflict 
with a white neighbor broke 
out.

“This lady was saying racial 
slurs to some friends that came 
to the cookout. She was saying 
such things as ‘black effer’ and 
‘that’s why you live in Sec-

tion 8 homes,’” Rhodes told 
E. Johnson IV, a photographer 
who recorded the conversation 
and uploaded it online.

More insults were traded. 
One neighbor said “go back to 
your Section 8 home,” Rhodes 
said, referring to a form of 
federal housing assistance for 
low-income people.

Then, according to Rhodes, 
who is black, “a white neighbor 
came up to me and smacked 
me in my face.” “That’s when 
both of the women attacked 
me,” the teen said.

Another video posted online 
by someone who appears to 
have attended the party shows 
two women locked in a physi-

cal altercation before police ar-
rived.

Casebolt’s actions are un-
der investigation and no deci-
sion has been made whether 
charges will be filed against 
him, Conley said. Charges of 

Jackson, Mississippi - “City 
with Soul”

The Jackson Rhythm and 
Blues Festival Idol Competition 
is set for its 2nd year. The offi-
cial announcement was made in 
May during National Travel and 
Tourism Week. Contestants can 
now begin vying for the title of 
2015 Jackson Rhythm and Blues 
Festival Idol Winner.

Last year’s competition was 
stiff. Several competitions were 
held throughout the city at local 
restaurants and sports bars. The 
event culminated at the Outlets 
of Mississippi, where Kendrick 
Vivians was crowned The Jack-
son Rhythm and Blues Festival 
Idol Winner! The winner will not 
only have a “Meet and Greet” 
with two former American Idol 
competitors, Taylor Hicks, the 
season 5 winner and season 11 
contestant, hometown girl, Sky-
lar Laine, but another festival 
artist of their choice.

About the contest:
All entrants will receive a 

2014 Festival t-shirt or tank top.
Contestants can enter by cre-

ating and uploading an audition 
video to the Jackson Rhythm 
and Blues Festival Facebook 

page or Instagram by using the 
handle #Jxnrandbfest. Entries 
must be a vocal a cappella per-

Layla Fitzgerald directs local 
Boys and Girls Club so youth 
can believe in themselves

Jackson Rhythm and Blues 
Festival Idol Competition 
set for 2nd year

‘Bring It’: Jackson native 
and dancing coach Dianna 
“Miss D” Williams pushes for 
‘Life Success’ at Jackson Fire 
Department Kids Academy

Texas pool party mayhem: 
‘Go back to your Section 8 home’ 
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Johnnie L. Wright was born to 
the union of Johnny and Maggie 
Wright in Farmhaven, Mississippi 
on April 29, 1937. He expired on 
May 31, 2015. He was the sixth of 

seven children.
Johnnie graduated from Farm-

haven High School. In 1960, he 
joined the United States Army and 
served until 1962. He worked for 
Appleton Electric as an engineer. 
He furthered his training and be-
came a certified engineer at Mal-
colm X College in Chicago where 
he retired after nineteen years.

Johnnie was also a self-made 
man and became an independent 
contractor. He could fix just about 
anything that needed repair and he 
took pride in his work.

During the holiday season of 
2014, Johnnie felt the need to be 
closer to God and accepted Him as 
his personal Lord and Savior.

On May 2, 1960 Johnnie united 
in marriage to Faye Griffin in Can-
ton, Miss. and to this union of love 

son Terrence was born.
Johnnie’s greatest joy was his 

grandchildren. If you wanted to 
see him light up and be free you 
should have seen him with them.

Johnnie’s parents, two brothers 
Louis and Herbert, two sisters Lin-
nie and Carine and step sister Ann 
Brown preceded him in death.

Johnnie will he loved and re-
membered fondly by his faithful 
and loving wife Faye; son Ter-
rence (Jessica); four grandchil-
dren; brothers Levonne (St Louis), 
Obery (Paula) (Chicago), step-
brother Amad Rashad (Lois Faye) 
(Canton Miss.); and a host of niec-
es, nephews, cousins and friends.

Funeral services were held Sat-
urday, June 6, 2015 at the Cov-
enant Faith Church of God in Chi-
cago, Il. 

Johnnie L. Wright
April 29, 1937 - May 31, 2015
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Jackson idol
Continued from page 1

formance, (without instrumental 
accompaniment) and between 60 
seconds and 2 minutes in length. 
Entries may represent any musi-
cal genre.

• All Top 20/Quarter-Finalists 
will receive an Official Jack-
son Rhythm and Blues Festival 
Poster 

• All Top 10/Semi-Finalists 
will receive a Jackson Rhythm 
and Blues Festival T-Shirt

• Top 5 Finalists will receive 
(2) tickets for each day of the 
2015 Festival and recognition 
during the Festival. Prizes are 
non-transferable.

• In addition to the “Meet and 
Greet” with Taylor Hicks, Skylar 
Laine, and a festival artist of their 
choice, the winner will perform 
at the 2015 Jackson Rhythm and 
Blues Festival, receive 2 Festi-
val VIP Tickets and an official 
T-shirt.

• No substitution or cash 
equivalent is permitted.

Important Dates:
Entries are currently being ac-

cepted.
• All entries must be received 

by midnight - Monday, June 15th 
• Online voting will commence 

June 19 - midnight - June 29
• The Top 20 will be an-

nounced June 30
• Quarter-Final Live Competi-

tion is July 11 at Iron Horse Grill  
• Semi-Final Live Competition 

is July 15 at Underground 119
• Final Live Competition is 

July 25 at Outlets of Mississippi
• Grand prize winner will per-

form at the Jackson Rhythm and 
Blues Festival on the grounds of 
the Mississippi Agriculture & 
Forestry Museum.

Participation Rules: All par-
ticipants must be 18 years of age 
or older and a legal resident of 
the State of Mississippi. Partici-
pants must be eligible to work in 
the United States. Only one entry 
per person. If you are chosen to 

advance in the competition you 
MUST be able to demonstrate, 
to the satisfaction of the compe-
tition producer, that you do not 
have any of the following agree-
ments in effect (written or oral):

• A current music recording 
contract

• A current music publishing 
contract

• A current agreement relating 
to the use of your name, voice 
and/or likeness

• An exclusive acting contract; 
or any other contractual arrange-
ment that would prohibit you 
from fully participating in the 
show and/or entering into any 
contracts required by Producer.

By participating, each entrant 
grants the Jackson Convention 
& Visitors Bureau permission to 
use his/her name, voice, images/
likeness or comments for public-
ity purposes without payment or 
additional consideration except 
where prohibited by law. 



A walk through Foot Print 
Farms will likely bring back 
childhood (and adult) memo-
ries for many visitors. Fields are 
planted with several varieties of 
greens, cabbage, tomatoes, cu-
cumbers, potatoes, basil, mint 
and garlic. Oh, and watermelons 
and beautiful sunflowers. Just 

like grandpa used to have.
The sunflowers, though, aren’t 

there just to look at. They will be 
a food source as will everything 
growing at Foot Print. Plus the 
sunflowers attract bees that pol-
linate other plants on the farm.

The farm, at 4945 South Drive 
near Dixon Road in northwest 
Jackson, was started by Dr. Cin-
dy Ayers in 2011 with the mis-

sion of providing fresh produce 
to diverse communities through 
churches and other faith-based/
community-based organizations.

On Friday, June 5, Foot Print 
launched the Food 2 Faith pro-
gram with eligibility for USDA 
funding available to small farm-
ers. Foot Print also announced a 
partnership with Whole Foods 
Markets, Inc.’s foundation 
Whole Cities. Ayers met with 
Whole Foods executives in May 
to seal the deal.

Produce grown at Food Prints 
will go to restaurants and some 
to Whole Foods. But much will 
go to communities.

The way Food Prints works: 
people can sign up for a 20-week 
program for $25 to come and 
gather 15 pounds of produce. 
EBT cards are welcomed.

Ayers, whose family hails 
from Washington and Benton 
counties in Mississippi, spent 
15 years in the corporate world 
as an investment banker in New 
York, Washington, D.C. and 
Maryland.

It was after she attended a 
workshop where First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama, who promotes 
healthy eating, talked about get-
ting better food for schools that 
Ayers decided to help bring af-
fordable healthy foods to com-
munities without access to fresh 
produce.

“A big part of the health prob-
lems are related to lack of access 
to fresh produce” especially in 

urban areas, Ayers said.
Now, Ayers’ sprawling proper-

ty of vegetable fields and horses 
and goats is an oasis in an urban 
deser. She and her family live in 
the main house on the property, 
and her mother lives there in a 
cottage built just for her.

Ayers points out, however, that 
the farm today is your grandpar-
ents’ farm. We’re using innova-
tion, research, technology along 
with common sense,” Ayers said.

She said the revamping of the 
U.S. Farm Bill in 2013 offers a 
lot to help small farmers such as 
herself.

The USDA has had great pro-
grams in the past but didn’t get 
the word to small farmers who 
would benefit from them, she 
said. “A lot of small farmers 
were intimidated by the pro-
cess,” Ayers said.

The National Resource Con-
servation Service has been a 
lifeblood for her farm, she said. 
“Their programs are cost shar-
ing. They’ve helped with fenc-
ing, high tunnels, irrigation and 
other needed things to run a 
farm. It doesn’t cost anything 
to share in these programs,” she 
said.

Whole Cities lends support 
with machinery, technology, 
equipment, seeds and staffing, 
Ayers said. The goal, she said is 
sustainability to take the opera-
tions model beyond Jackson.

This is the fourth harvest at 
Foot Print, where beds are ro-

tated so crops are 
grown year round.

Anyone can 
grow fresh pro-
duce, Ayers said. 
“You can do it in 
your backyard, in 
containers,” she 
said.

For more infor-
mation on Foot 
Prints Farm and 
Farm 2 Faith, go 
to their facebook 
page: Farm 2 Faith 
Community.

Stephanie R. 
Jones can be 
reached at sr-
jones13@gmail.
com or call (601) 
454-0372.
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Boys and Girls Club
Continued from page 1

Bring it
Continued from page 1

velopment, thereby involving youth 
in a variety of activities under her 
leadership. “I expose them to differ-
ent things to help them know who 
they are and where they’re going,” 
she said.

Fitzgerald and a host of team 
players are exposing the youngsters 
to activities in internal and external 
settings. At the club, the ‘Girls With 
Pearls’ event brings in consultants 
to teach the girls high self-esteem, 
self-respect, and self-importance. 
They are pampered by the staff with 
hygiene essentials while engaging in 
open dialogue. 

The boys, on the other hand, are 
taught during the ‘Breakfast With 
the Boys’ sessions self-respect, how 
to become men, and how to fish and 
barbecue. 

The children have met freedom 
riders who visited the facility on 
their historic anniversary. They have 
participated in intergenerational arts 
programs that brought in seniors 
who dialogued with them. 

With the American Heart Associa-
tion, they are learning the art of gar-
dening, a 5-year project which be-
gan several months ago. According 
to Fitzgerald, “The art of gardening 
teaches healthy snacks and foods to 
help them get away from processed 
foods, as so many children have 
health issues.”

Other partnered situations are in-
dividually and family motivated. For 
instance, Humana addresses dental 
care, health care, and financial plan-
ning. Also, Comcast Cable exposes 
parents to ‘safety surfing’ for their 
children.

During the summer children are 
active in ‘brain gain.’ Teachers make 
learning fun while addressing areas 
of mathematics and science. They 
also work one-on-one with children 
needing special help.

Youth are further broadening their 
knowledge as club members in their 
educational pursuits. Accordingly, 
they have visited the Martin Luther 
King Center for Social Change and 
the King family home in Atlanta.

As they broaden their knowledge, 
Fitzgerald proffers hope: “There is 
no limit to where they may go. The 
only limitation would be [what they 
fear in light of uncertainties]. Many 
don’t understand how brilliant they 
are. I expose them to different things 
to get them to know who they are 

and where they are going,” the direc-
tor stated.

Future projects include beginning 
a digital arts program, how to make 
radio commercials and how to make 
public service announcements. 

Over time, Fitzgerald said work-
ing with children has taught her how 
to work with her own and be ever 
conscious of taking on a more ac-

tive role with them. “If you’re not 
engaged, someone else will [be en-
gaged] and it might not be to your 
liking,” she said.

Acknowledging that “there is 
no blue book” in raising children, 
she quickly mentioned that the pe-
diatrician is actively involved in 
the child’s development for the first 
year. “After that, it’s God’s grace.”

individual were the real answers for 
the children to reach their utopia. Ev-
ery situation and every person offer 
things to be taken away as well as 
things to be left behind.

Referring to herself as an example, 
Miss D commented, “As a coach, 
I can only take my girls [troupe] so 
far in ballet. I must put them where 
people are doing that. Power APAC 
sought extremely talented students. 
They must invest through rehears-
ing and having mentors beyond 
the school, counselors, and prin-
cipals.”

“Complete involvement on the 
part of positive adults,” she said, 
was the key element to push chil-
dren forward. She emphasized 
that spending quality time was 
essential for prodding youth to 
fulfill their aspirations. 

Another aspect was encourage-
ment. In this regard, Miss D not-
ed that children are delicate and 
need positive role models who 
stand at the gate and boost the 
children’s self-esteem by instill-
ing in them that they can become 
whatever they desire. 

“It takes,” she said, “a made-up 
mind.”

Some reacted to Miss D’s state-
ments after the question/answer 
session. Eleven-year-old Isaac 
Doss of Byram Middle School 
said, “I learned that whatever you 
think of, you can always achieve. 
And you have to put your effort 
into it. My brother is in the NBA, 
and I play basketball. He’s help-
ing me with my skills.”

Twenty-five-year-old Joseph 
Sharver Jr. said clearly, “Don’t 

give up on your dreams. It’s good 
to dream and stay on the right 
road.”

Captain Venus Gardner of 
Jackson Fire Department Kids 
Academy explained that children 
should look at life “beyond their 

surroundings” with a larger pic-
ture, facing responsibility with 
accountability.

For further information on 
Dancing Dolls, contact Dianna 
“Miss D” Williams at dollhouse-
dance@yahoo.com

Foot Print Farms: a food source for fresh produce to 
diverse communities partnering with Whole Foods

Lunch time at the club

“Miss D” poses with family and Capt Venus Gardner of Jackson Fire Dept.

“Miss D” (back row center) with Jackson Fire Department Kids Acad-
emy. PHOTOS BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT

Cargin Madison (left at podium) instructs students in Healthy Life-
style class

Basketball fun time

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Dr. Cindy Ayers, CEO Foot Print Farms; Walter Robb CEO Whole Foods; 
and Meredith Smith, executive director, Whole Cities Foundation

Ayers with her harvest

What advice does she give to par-
ents? “Stop! Don’t put your stress on 
them. Allow yourself time to be able 
to hear them. Look! Be an open-
minded, nonjudgmental ear. Lis-
ten! Always be aware or awake. 
They have shown you a sign when 
they’re needing your attention,” 
she said.

Staffers have given Fitzgerald 
high marks. Accordingly, recruit-
er Monique Ealey, who has been 
at the Capitol Street site for two 
years, remarked that working with 
Fitzgerald is “awesome.”

“It’s a good feeling. I’m al-
lowed to do my job free of mi-

cromanagement. Working with 
Layla is fun. [We are] ‘matching 
personalities’ who love our jobs 
and bounce ideas off each other.”

The recent Jim Hill High 
School graduate, Cargin Madison, 
acclaimed, “When I first met her 
[Fitzgerald], I was going through 
depression and tried to commit 
suicide.” He said Fitzgerald in-
stilled in him positive self-esteem, 
and he turned to motivational 
speaking (a project because of 
Fitzgerald that has allowed him 
to speak at various sites for five 
years) which helped him through 
his problems.

“You think of children’s de-
fense. She fights for the rights 
of children,” Madison acknowl-
edged.

Under Fitzgerald’s leadership, 
attendance at the Boys and Girls 
Club has soared from approxi-
mately 150 to over 250 children. 
She spends 11 hours or more 
Monday-Friday at the club.

Hours of operation: during the 
school year 2 p.m. - 7 p.m. M - F; 
in the summer months 7 a.m. - 6 
p.m. M - F.

For further information, call 
601-948-7211 or email: capitol-
unit@bgccm.net.



Before we can answer the ques-
tion, why observe Juneteenth, we 
first need to know what Juneteenth is 
and what it means. 

It was June 19, 1865 when union 
troops went to Galveston, Texas, led 
by Major General Gordon Granger 
who proclaimed to the slaves of 
Texas that they were free. This an-
nouncement came two and a half 
years after the signing of the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, which went 
into effect January 1, 1863. 

This proclamation naturally 
brought great joy and jubilation 

to the now freed slaves. And in re-
membering the date, two words were 
coined together, the month June and 
date 19. So that date became known 
as Juneteenth day. 

Each year thereafter on that date 
the ex-slaves would come together 
to celebrate, reflect, and acknowl-
edge this newly found freedom. It 
was a time to reconnect with family 
members displaced during the time 
of slavery. 

It was also a time to educate the 
recently released slaves on how to 
prosper in their new circumstances. 
Much of the time was used for edu-
cation and self- development. Time 

was also utilized for prayer, speak-
ers, and words of encouragement.

Most people have some signifi-
cant days in their lives that mark a 
milestone that merits remember-
ing, be it a birthday, an anniversary, 
a death, a grand opening, etc. But 
if you asked the average American 
what day slavery officially ended in 
America, you probably would re-
ceive several different answers. 

One could say Dec. 6th, as this 
would be the most accurate and logi-
cal date, because it was Dec. 6, 1865 
that the 13th amendment was rati-
fied which abolished slavery in the 
United States. 

If you say Jan. 1st, this date too is 
very significant because it was Jan. 
1, 1863 that the Emancipation Proc-
lamation went into effect freeing all 
the slaves in the rebelling states. 

The citizens of Washington D.C. 
to this day observe April 16th as their 
Emancipation Day because it was on 
that date in 1862, eight months be-
fore the Emancipation Proclamation, 
that the slaves of the District of Co-
lumbia were liberated. 

Then there are others who will re-
fer to June 19, because it was on this 
date in 1865, it is believed the last of 
the slaves found out about their free-
dom in Texas. 

The truth of the matter is there is 
no official time that we can say slav-
ery in America ended, because there 
is historical evidence that there were 
people serving as slaves as late as the 
early 20th century in isolated pock-
ets throughout America.

However June 19th is the longest 
observed and most recognized of all 
of the debated dates. This celebration 
that started in 1865 has continued 
yearly in different places and locals 
every year for 150 years as of 2015. 
There has been legislature enacted in 
43 states that recognizes this date.

Juneteenth stands for victory of a 
people who withstood some of the 

worse forms of slavery that had ever 
been imposed on another group of 
people and come out of that period 
with their humanity still intact.

This year’s celebration in Jackson 
will be at Battlefield Park, Saturday, 
June 20, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. The theme 
is “Our Community: Our Responsi-
bility.” There will be activities for the 
children, musical entertainment, and 
guest speakers. Come and make this 
150th anniversary a day to remem-
ber.

To volunteer or participate in the 
program, contact William Sabree at 
601-940-0456 or email w_sabree@
excite.com.

By William Sabree
Special to The Mississippi Link
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The School of Lifelong Learning (SLL) 
meets the needs of present day workers 
and adult learners, 25 years of age and 
older, across the state, region, and nation. 
SLL at Jackson State University is for 
adult learners who wish to begin, continue, 
complete or enhance their development on 
a part-time or full-time basis.

Within the Department of professional 
interdisciplinary studies, students 
may pursue a Bachelor of Science in 
Professional Interdisciplinary Studies with 
a concentration in General Interdisciplinary 
Studies, Human Resource Development, 
Commercial Recreation and Resorts and 
Faith-Based Leadership.

Complete your degree when, where and how “you” want to do it.
C o l l e g e  o f  e d u C a t i o n  a n d 

H u m a n  d e v e l o p m e n t

S C H o o l  o f  l i f e l o n g  l e a r n i n g

Professional Interdisciplinary Studies Degree Program
general interdisciplinary Studies
Majoring in General Interdisciplinary Studies 
will prepare you for a broad spectrum of 
employment opportunities in such career fields 
as Communications, Humanities and Fine Arts, 
Natural Sciences, Education, Behavioral and Social 
Science, and more.

Human resource development
This specialization prepares students for careers 
as professional training direct training/development 
managers, human resource directors, etc. 
Students will develop skills in communication, 
conflict resolution, training and development, team 
leadership, workplace learning, career planning 
and succession planning and organizational 
development.

faith-Based leadership
This specialization will prepare you to work in faith-
based, non-profit and social service agencies, 
including entities such as churches, charities, 
overseas missions, community organizations and 
other social service agencies.

Commercial recreation and resorts
A specialization in Commercial Recreation and 
Resorts will prepare you for events planning, 
program development and management, conflict 
resolution, promotions and fiscal practices in 
convention centers, cruise ships, resorts, hotels, air 
travel and other commercial gaming environments.

Classes are available face-to-face and online.
Call us today at 601-432-6234 and let’s finish what you started.

Jackson State University
College of Education and 
Human Development
School of Lifelong Learning
3825 Ridgewood Road, Box 23
Jackson, MS 39211

Phone: 601-432-6234

Fax: 601-432-6124

jsums.edu/lifelearning

offering you an adult degree 
Completion program with:
• Easy access
• Maximized acceptance of transfer credit hours
• Customized studies
• Accelerated completion options
• Evening, weekend, online 
   and distance classes



6 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJune 11 - 17, 2015

NATIONAL
pool party 
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interfering with an officer and 
evading arrest against the only 
man arrested during Friday’s 
incident have been dropped, 
Conley said. Everyone else de-
tained was released.

Adrian Martin, the young 
man arrested outside a Mc-
Kinney swimming pool Fri-
day, said it scared him when he 
saw Casebolt draw his gun and 
point it at him.

Martin, 18, is seen in the 
viral YouTube video trying to 
calm a black teenage girl be-
ing restrained by Casebolt just 
outside the Craig Ranch North 
Community Pool in the afflu-
ent area of western McKinney, 
north of Dallas.

Martin said he doesn’t re-
gret trying to approach the girl 
or running when Casebolt, 41, 
pulled his weapon.

Martin said he had been at the 
summer pool party for about an 
hour when police were called. 
“There was no drinking, no 
smoking, like other people have 
said there was. It was just a nor-
mal teenage party,” he said. 

Martin and his lawyer main-
tain that Martin did nothing 
wrong, and that his only motive 
was to help calm the 15-year-
old girl who was being aggres-
sively subdued.

“So I shift to the side a little 
bit to get her to look at me in 
the face and say, ‘Look: We’re 
going to call your mom. It’s 
all right,’ because she’s shout-
ing, ‘Call my momma! Call my 
momma!’”

At that point in the video, 
Casebolt is seen pulling out his 
gun. That’s when Martin takes 
off running.

“Were his actions reason-
able?” asked Martin’s attorney 
Heath Harris. “Under the cir-
cumstances, I’d say they were 
reasonable.

“The only thing that made 
his actions different from any-
one else is the unfortunate 
fact that he was bumped from 
behind, which brought him a 
little closer to the officer,” Har-
ris said. “But if you watch the 
video, you see he immediately 
backtracks and gains distance 
between the officer.”

Officer recorded in pool in-
cident resigns

The white police officer re-
signed after release of the video 
showing him pushing the black 
teenage girl to the ground out-
side a pool party and brandish-
ing his gun at other teens.

McKinney Police Chief Greg 
Conley said at a press confer-
ence  that Officer Casebolt’s 
actions were “indefensible,” 
though he was not pressured to 
quit; the officer submitted his 
resignation Tuesday.

The 41-year-old former Tex-
as state trooper and 10-year 
veteran of the McKinney force 
was put on administrative leave 
after the incident. His lawyer, 

Jane Bishkin of Dallas, con-
firmed Tuesday he had quit the 
force.

Conley said a review of the 
video showed that “our policies, 
our training and our practices 
do not support his actions.”

Twelve officers responded to 
the report of fights and a distur-
bance at the Craig Ranch North 
Community Pool.

“Eleven of them performed 
according to their training,” 
Conley said. Casebolt did not, 
he said. “He came into the call 
out of control and the video 
showed he was out of control 
during the incident,” Conley 
said

Casebolt “allowed his emo-
tions to get the better of him,” 
his attorney Jane Bishkin said 
at a news conference. Wednes-
day, June 10, 2015

“With all that had happened 
that day, he allowed his emo-
tions to get the better of him,” 
she said. “Eric regrets his con-
duct portrayed him and his 
department in a negative light. 
He never intended to mistreat 
anyone.” 

Bishkin said the video “only 
depicts a small part of Eric’s 
actions that day” and that he 
wasn’t targeting minorities, 
but trying to interview as many 
people as possible.

Casebolt had earlier respond-
ed to a call of an African Amer-
ican man who had committed 
suicide in front of his family, 
Bishkin said. Then he helped 
calm a teenage girl threatening 
to commit suicide by jumping 
from her parents’ roof, the law-
yer added.

“The nature of these two sui-
cide calls took an emotional toll 
on Eric Casebolt,” Bishkin said. 
“They serve as a reminder that 
while police work is often dan-
gerous, it is fraught with emo-
tions and family tragedy.”

Bishkin, told the AP Tues-

day that her client has received 
death threats and she declined 
to say where he is currently lo-
cated.

Demonstrations break out
People who demonstrated 

this week at a McKinney school 
and at the local police depart-
ment. They compared the city 
to Baltimore and Ferguson, 
Missouri, where use of force 
by police triggered widespread 
protests and violence.

The resignation is a step in 
the right direction, said Domi-
nique Alexander, president of 
the Dallas area-Next Genera-
tion Action Network and orga-
nizer of the demonstrations.

“We still need a serious in-
vestigation into the charges that 
need to be brought against him 
in this matter,” Alexander said, 
adding that Casebolt should be 
drug tested.

The NAACP is asking the 
U.S. Department of Justice to 
review the procedures of the 
McKinney police force, stop-
ping short of asking for a for-
mal investigation. A review of 
department policies is needed 
to ensure officers are respond-
ing appropriately to calls in-
volving minorities, the local 
NAACP chapter said.

The scrutiny over the re-
sponse to the pool party is a 
departure from the laudatory at-
tention McKinney has received 
for its quality of life.

A Time Inc. publication last 
year ranked the city the best 
place to live in America, with 
a median family income in ex-
cess of $96,000 and job growth 
projected at 13 percent. Crime 
is comparatively low, and like 
other metropolitan suburbs in 
Texas, McKinney has seen un-
precedented expansion. 

Its population in 2000 was 
about 54,300 and has grown 
over the course of 15 years to 
approximately 155,000. About 

75 percent of residents are 
white while nearly 11 percent 
are black.

However, McKinney has 
faced lawsuits accusing it of ra-
cial segregation in public hous-
ing. One in 2008 accused the 
McKinney Housing Authority 
of restricting federally subsi-
dized public housing for low-
income families to older neigh-
borhoods east of U.S. 75.

The lawsuit said that in the 
Dallas area, 85 percent of those 
receiving “Section 8” housing 
vouchers are African-Ameri-
cans. The 2000 census found 
McKinney’s east side was 
where 68 percent of the city’s 
black population lived, while 
neighborhoods west of U.S. 75 
were 86 percent white.

The lawsuit was settled in 
2012 with a consent decree, 
which is an agreement to take 
specific actions without admit-
ting guilt.

Derrick Golden, a McKinney 
pastor, said during a rally Mon-
day that the city has become 
yet another example of a racial 
divide in the U.S. “Everybody’s 
got a long way to go,” Golden 
said, “and McKinney’s not ex-
cluded.”

Civil rights groups on 
Wednesday said Casebolt’s res-
ignation was not sufficient, and 
called for criminal charges to 
be filed against him, the Dallas 
Morning News reported. A de-
cision hasn’t yet been made on 
any possible charges, Conley 
said, according to the Associ-
ated Press.

“These children had [a] right 
to be on this property. Their 
civil rights were violated, and 
we want this officer charged,” 
Next Generation Action Net-
work president Minister Domi-
nique Alexander said. He called 
Casebolt’s actions racially-mo-
tivated.

A lawyer representing Dajer-
ria Becton, the bikini-clad teen-
ager who Casebolt is shown 
forcing to the ground, said 
Wednesday that her client’s civ-
il rights were violated and that 
Becton hasn’t left her house 
much since the incident and en-
suing media attention.

“She’s having a hard time 
sleeping and a hard time eat-
ing,” attorney Hannah Stroud 
told reporters Wednesday.

Stroud also said while Case-
bolt’s resignation shouldn’t sig-
nal the end of the investigation, 
it’s not clear yet whether Bec-
ton will file a formal complaint, 
the Morning News reported. 

“The manner in which Ms. 
Becton was treated was exces-
sive, inappropriate and without 
cause,” Stroud said.

McKinney has become an-
other flash point in the ongoing 
national debate, increasingly 
fueled by video footage, over 
police brutality and race.

Two dueling narratives 
have since emerged in the 
master-planned community. 
On one side are those who 
say the video is a clear exam-
ple of excessive force esca-
lating a situation beyond con-
trol and of officers harassing 
young African Americans. 

Others, however, say race 
played no role in the situation 
and that officers in McKinney 
struggled to keep an unruly 
group of teens under control.

A 10-year veteran of the 
McKinney Police Depart-
ment, Casebolt had been on 
administrative leave since 
Friday’s incident, which 
caused an uproar when video 
of the confrontation was up-
loaded to YouTube.

Police have dropped charg-
es against Adrian Martin, 
the 18-year-old who was the 
only individual arrested dur-
ing Friday’s incident, Conley 
said Tuesday.

Protesters took to the 
streets Monday, June 8 in 
McKinney, calling for Case-
bolt’s firing and for charges 
to be brought against him. 
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Casebolt unholsters his gun in pursuit of Martin

The indictment 
of former House 
Speaker Dennis 
Hastert and the dis-
closure that he may 
have been sexually 
involved with at 

least two boys, while serving as a 
high school football and wrestling 
coach in Illinois, exposes the hypoc-
risy of the self-appointed morality 
police.

It turns out that Hastert is the lat-
est in a long line of “family values” 
spouting Republicans who led the 
charge to successfully impeach Pres-
ident Bill Clinton for lying about his 
extramarital affair with Monica Le-
winsky, a White House intern.

However, while publicly vilifying 
Clinton, key Republican leaders had 
participated in or were continuing 
extramarital affairs with women or, 
like Hastert, boys.

The impeachment of Clinton was 
presided over by House Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Henry Hyde 
of Illinois.

“Ironically, Hyde turned out to 
have been guilty of his own extra-
marital indiscretions. In a September 
1998 article, Salon.com reported that 
Hyde had carried on an affair with a 
married woman named 
Cherie Snodgrass dur-
ing the 1960s, a story 
the congressman later acknowledged 
was true,” Time magazine reported.

Hastert’s ascension to power in 
the House began with the resigna-
tion of House Speaker Newt Gin-
grich (R-Ga.).

As leader of the 1994 Republican 
Revolution that led to a GOP House 
majority for the first time in four de-
cades, Gingrich resigned in 1998 as 
his party was preparing to dump him 
after the mid-term election reduced 
the number of GOP seats by five, 
giving the party a slim 223-211 edge 
over Democrats.

In a story headlined, “Gingrich 
Admits to Affair During Clinton Im-
peachment,” ABC News’ Jake Tap-
per wrote, “Setting the stage for his 
entry into the presidential race, for-
mer House Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
R-Ga., gave a radio interview … 
in which Gingrich for the first time 
publicly acknowledged cheating on 
his first and second wives.”

Quoting Gingrich, the story con-
tinued, “‘I was married very young 
and had my first daughter when I 
was very young, in fact at the end 
of my freshman year in college,’” 
he said of his first marriage to Jackie 
Battley, his former high school ge-
ometry teacher. “‘And after a period 
of time, about 18 years, things just 
didn’t work out.’

“Gingrich married his second 
wife, Marianne Ginther, months 
after he divorced Battley in 1981. 
According to Battley, Gingrich dis-
cussed divorce terms with her while 
she was in the hospital recovering 
from cancer surgery.”

The story said, “Gingrich also 
acknowledged cheating on Ginther 
while leading the impeachment pro-
ceedings against President Clinton 
for allegations of perjury involving 
the Paula Jones sexual harassment 
civil case and the president’s affair 
with Monica Lewinsky.”

Finally, the story noted, “Gin-
grich divorced Ginther in 2000 and 

soon married his third wife, Callista 
Bisek, a former congressional aide 
who was in her 20s when she and 
Gingrich began their affair.”

Rep. Robert L. Livingston (R-
La.) had been elected to succeed 
Gingrich as House Speaker at the 
beginning of the January 1999 ses-
sion, but he abruptly resigned before 
taking office.

In October, Larry Flynt, publisher 
of Hustler magazine and a leading 
pornographer, placed a full-page ad 
in the Washington Post offering up 
to $1 million to anyone who could 
prove they had “an adulterous sexual 
encounter with a current member of 
the United States Congress or a high-
ranking government official.”

On Dec. 18, 1998, Flynt an-
nounced that he had evidence of four 
extramarital affairs by Livingston. 
The next day, Livingston resigned, 
saying that he had “strayed from my 
marriage.”

When beleaguered Republicans 
were looking for someone with an 
unblemished record to coalesce 
around, they quickly turned to Den-
nis Hastert. He served as Speaker 
from 1999 to 2007.

The New Yorker magazine ob-
served, “Hastert lost the job when he 
mishandled the scandal that erupted 
when Representative Mark Foley, 

Republican of Florida, 
was discovered to have 
sent sexual messages to 

teen-age male congressional pages.”
Now, we may finally know 

why Hastert was reluctant to move 
against Foley.

Hastert was indicted and charged 
with violating U.S. banking laws 
and making false statements to the 
FBI. According to the 7-page indict-
ment, Hastert had agreed to pay $3.5 
million in 2010 to “compensate and 
conceal” Hastert’s “prior miscon-
duct.”

CBS News reported that “the FBI 
became aware of as many as two, 
maybe three, potential victims alleg-
ing sexual misconduct by the House 
speaker.” 

It also reported, “Jolene Burdge 
told ABC that Hastert molested 
her brother, Stephen Reinboldt, all 
through high school. At the time, 
Hastert was the wrestling coach and 
Reinboldt was the student equip-
ment manager at Yorkville High 
School in Illinois.

“…Reinboldt is not ‘Individual A’ 
mentioned in Hastert’s indictment. 
According to Burdge, Reinboldt 
died in 1995 at the age of 42 from 
AIDS. When her brother came out as 
gay, Burdge said he told her a secret.

“‘I asked him, ‘Steve, what 
was your first same-sex experi-
ence?’ And he looked at me and 
said, ‘It was with Dennis Hastert,’” 
Burdge said. “And, you know, I was 
stunned.”

By now, it shouldn’t be stunning 
that the Republican morality police 
are rank hypocrites. 

George E. Curry, former editor-
in-chief of Emerge magazine, is ed-
itor-in-chief of the National News-
paper Publishers Association News 
Service (NNPA) and BlackPres-
sUSA.com. He is a keynote speaker, 
moderator, and media coach. He 
can be reached through his Web site, 
www.georgecurry.com; follow him 
at www.twitter.com/currygeorge 
and George E. Curry Fan Page on 
Facebook. 

Hastert indictment 
spotlights Republican 
hypocrisy 
By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

Some wielded signs reading 
“My skin color is not a crime,” 
AP reported.

“I don’t excuse the behavior 
of those teenagers, but if I call 
911, then I wouldn’t want that 
cop to respond,” Nikki Perez, 
a black resident, told AP. “He 
blew his credibility when he 
opened his mouth and started 
cursing at the kids.”

Casebolt served as a vice 
president of McKinney’s police 
union, according to the group’s 
Facebook page, which has since 
been taken down. He also re-
ceived an award for “Patrolman 

of the Year” in 2008, according 
to the McKinney Courier-Ga-
zette.

“Prior to that,” the Morning 
News reported, “he served al-
most two years as a state troop-
er, according to records from the 
Texas Commission on Law En-
forcement. Casebolt took eight 
hours of cultural diversity train-
ing at Collin County Commu-
nity College in February 2009, 
and has also taken courses in ra-
cial profiling and use of force.”

In the past, he has been sued 
for excessive force, a case 
which was dismissed.

COMMENTARY



Jackson Public Schools hon-
ored the top ten graduating seniors 
from each JPS high school during 
the 35th Annual Salute to Schol-
ars program held Thursday, May 
7, 2015, at Murrah High School. 
The Jackson Council PTA/PTSA 
(JCPTA) and the City of Jackson 
are sponsors of the annual awards 
program.

JCPTA President Rosaline 
McCoy led the program, which 
included remarks from Jackson 
Mayor Tony Yarber and School 
Board President Dr. Otha Burton 
Jr. and greetings from JPS Super-
intendent Dr. Cedrick Gray. 

Dr. Freddrick Murray, chief 
academic officer of High Schools 
introduced each school. The 
principals of each high school 
presented certificates to each of 
the top ten honorees from their 
schools.

Dr. Gray told the scholars: “The 
top ten movies and music for this 
week will change next week, but 
the top ten lists in this room will 
go down in history.”

Mayor Yarber and Dr. Burton 
encouraged the scholars to con-
tinue doing their best. Following 
the ceremony, a reception was 
held for each of the honorees and 
their family members.

The Salute to Scholars ceremo-
ny is in keeping with the JCPTA’s 
goal of celebrating the accom-
plishments of Jackson’s students. 
The association and the Mayor’s 
office host the program to show-
case high-achieving students 
who have set and maintained 
high goals throughout their high 
school careers.

2015 Top Ten Scholars
CALLAWAY – 
William Trammell, III, Principal
Kamesha Archie 
Shaela Beechem 
Hailey Bender
Audrianna Creswell 
Meah Foxworth
Qu’Sheba Henderson 
O’Quandra McGowan
Dominigue Meeks 
Kayla Sampson
Walter White

FOREST HILL – 
Dr. Kimberly Warfield, Principal
Ar’Qualla Bradfield 
April Coleman 
Kendall deVerteuil 
Robert Garrett
Lillian Greer
Nneka Jenkins 
Bre-Onia Lee
Cosharalyn O’Harroll 
Kalia Powell
Victoria Williamson
 
JIM HILL – 
Bobby Brown, Principal
Sara Bibbs 
Jaylen Davis 
Jermon Drake 
Leadeshia Haggard 
James Leggett
Deborah Luckett
Tylen Miller 
Angel Morris 
Quantez Perkins 
Trenton Robinson
 
LANIER – 
Eric Johnson, Principal
Courtney Brent 
Amber Gowdy 
Imani Marshall 
Robert Montgomery

Myuana McNair
Shaderia Robinson 
Kira Rollins 
Jocelyn Sanders 
Deanna Spillman 
Triniti Taylor

MURRAH – 
Kennieth Green, Principal
Joseph Araujo 
Nathan Campbell 
Emily Gomez
Nena Hawkins
Dorian Hill
Doris Hines 
Brittney Jackson
Tyrone McDonald Jr. 
Bethany Neyland 
Camryn Tillman
 
PROVINE – 
Laketia Marshall-Thomas, Prin-

cipal
Angelique Alexander 
Chapman Bell 
Darnecia Bolden 
Jasmine Ferrell
Karanja Matory
Jasmine Pye 
Alexis Shakespeare 
Simeon Taylor
Zacchaeus Townsend 
Donald Wash
 
WINGFIELD – 
Dr. Willie Killins, Jr., Principal
Jerrica Bracey 
Jayla Collins 
Kelesy Figures 
Tynesha Graves 
Michaela Lindsey
Adaziah Martin 
Shakera McLin 
Tajanieka Thomas 
Gloria Thompson
Lashayla Yates

JPS salutes 2015 top ten 
scholars from each high school

Callaway

Jim Hill

Provine

Forest Hill

Murrah

Lanier

Wingfield
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Jim Hill High School 
2011 graduate Jerek Brown 
is the valedictorian of the 
Morehouse College Class 
of 2015. Brown was fea-
tured in a Morehouse Col-
lege end-of-year video 
where he talked about his 
aspirations for a future ca-
reer in education.

The political science ma-
jor and education studies 
minor is headed to Harvard 
graduate school in the fall 
of 2015 to pursue an ad-
vanced degree in education 
with endorsements in law, 
political science, and his-
tory. After that, he plans to 
teach.

“I want to be that change 
agent in the classroom,” 
said Brown. “As we all 
know, there are not many 
African Americans who go 
the route of education.”

As for why he chose edu-
cation, Brown said “Why 
not? If everyone at the top 
of the class went on to other 
ventures, then who do we 
have left teaching our fu-
ture.”

Brown was at the top of 
the class at Jim Hill. He 
was the student body presi-
dent in 2011 as well as Mr. 
Jim Hill. He was also sa-

lutatorian of his class and 
received the prestigious 
International Baccalaure-
ate Diploma. Brown was a 
member and drum major of 
the renowned Jim Hill High 
School marching band. He 
was a member of a number 
of academic and leadership 

associations, including the 
Science National Honor So-
ciety, Mu Alpha Theta, and 
the National Beta Club.

He was also an active 
member at his home church 
in Mississippi where he 
sang in the choir and served 
as a junior deacon.

JPS alum graduates 
as valedictorian of 
Morehouse class
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Brown



As I sat near 
the foot of his 
wheelchair, I 
looked into the 
eyes of my big 
brother and 
thought, Lord, 

this man who was once so full 
of vitality is weak now. His 
speech is barely audible, his 
thoughts are not clear, and his 
body is extremely weak but I 
thank you, Lord, for his pres-
ence in my life.

I’m not sure if I’ve shared 
(in print) the illness of my sec-
ond brother. He was actually 
ill before my oldest brother, 
Ruben Donell Monix, transi-
tioned into eternal rest in 2013. 
After multiple strokes over the 
course of six years, now my 
remaining big brother, Clif-
ton, sits and looks at me with 
a blank stare on his face but 
my sister-in-law, siblings and I 
all know that behind that gaze, 
there is a man whose heart is 
filled with love for his family.

My husband and I recently 
travelled to Memphis to sit 
with him to give his wife a 
break. At one point, my broth-
er and I were home alone and 
during the time that I had with 
him, I did all of the talking. I 
reminded him of our childhood 
joys, troubles and goals. He 
would give me a partial smile 
and would even make a com-
ment about how wonderful life 
was for us while growing up in 
Clarksdale. I know that it did 
us both a lot of good to remi-
nisce about the love that we 
received and shared with our 
parents (as children) and now 
we are able to give that some 
love to our own children

Even though I am not 
pleased to see the physical 
state of my brother, I am re-
joicing in knowing he is and 
has always been a believer in 
God. He knows that this life 
that he currently lives is not 
permanent and he continues to 
thank God for helping him to 
overcome so many of the chal-
lenges he’s had since his first 
stroke so many years ago.

My brother and I discussed 
Proverbs 3:5 - “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart, and 
do not lean unto your own un-
derstanding.” We don’t know 
why he has been plagued with 
so many strokes but we do 

know that his faith in the Lord 
has not wavered. He continues 
to thank God for each day.

And I thank each of you for 
your continued prayers and 
love to my family for being 
vessels of support throughout 
his illness.

I am short on the words this 
week, just as last week’s mes-
sage, but my heart is big on the 
love that I share with you.

As I said before, we, as 
loving individuals, find joy 
in some many things. I truly 
find joy in knowing that my 
brother, this man who many 
had given up on, continues to 
share his strength and love for 
God even though his days dur-
ing the past few years have not 
been the days that he dreamed 
of as a child. He knows that 
God is working in and through 
him and that there is still work 
to be done. I am so proud of 
him!

Just imagine how proud our 
Father in Heaven is of us when 
we share His word. Just imag-
ine how broad His smile is 
when His children accomplish 
wonderful things in His name. 
He is proud of us whenever we 
do good but, He is especially 
proud when we, His children, 
are being true/faithful to Him.

It’s like I always say, regard-
less of what is going on in our 
lives, we should always give 
God the glory.

Because of God’s good-
ness, we ask that you help us 
celebrate His Holy Name by 
sharing His wonderful works 
throughout your life and com-
munity and as always, we ask 
that you let us help you to 
communicate the good news of 
our Lord.  Isaiah 52:7a reads, 
“What a beautiful sight it is to 
see messengers coming with 
good news!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, wants 
to serve as your personal mes-
senger to share your good news 
and testimonies. We want to 
hear about your personal cel-
ebrations as well as the good 
news that is part of your places 
of worship.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or 
mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Proverbs, the ultimate life coach 

Gardner’s Gospel

Local nonprofit 
participates in summer 

feeding program

Well, here we 
are at the final 
installment of 
“Proverbs, the 
ultimate life 
coach.” I have 
enjoyed sharing 

this series with you as well as 
pray that you have gained from 
it.

In last week’s study, we re-
viewed nine of the 10 Virtues of 
the Proverbs 31 Woman. This 
week, as we will close with the 
Virtue 10.

10. Beauty - Proverbs 31:30, 
“Charm is deceitful and beauty 
is passing, but a woman who 
fears the LORD, she shall be 
praised.” The Proverbs 31 
woman’s beauty is based on her 
character not upon her physical 
appearance: Proverbs 31:10, “A 
good wife who can find? She is 
far more precious than jewels.”

The virtuous woman must 
never be undervalued and since 
Proverbs 31 speaks of the virtu-
ous woman who is the personi-
fication of wisdom notice what 
The BBE translation Proverbs 
3:15 says, “She is of more val-
ue than jewels, and nothing for 
which you may have a desire is 
fair in comparison with her.” 
The KJV reads: “She is more 
precious than rubies and all the 
things thou canst desire are not 
to be compared unto her.”

A virtuous woman is worth 
more than money. Keep in mind 
this is God’s word. This is the 

true beauty of a virtuous wom-
an. It’s not based on what she 
has on but based on who she is. 
Clothes, make-up and accesso-
ries do not define her.

She is a woman of God, she 
is already defined by God so 
what people say or think about 
her does not phase her. People’s 
opinions do not sway her and 
she does not feel pressured to 
go along with the crowd. She 
does not follow trends, she sets 
trends. She doesn’t follow the 
trails others have made; she 
blazes new trails for others to 
follow as we are following her 
example in Proverbs today.

Now, let’s look specifically 
at verse 30, “Charm is deceit-
ful and beauty is passing, but 
a woman who fears the LORD, 
she shall be praised.” The word 
charm or favor means pleasant, 
gracious, precious or beautiful. 
You have heard people refer to 
others as precious, you are so 
precious, so kind and warm, 
but charm is deceitful because 
it may give a false representa-
tion of a person. Charm can 
cover up evil intentions like the 
serpent who charmed Eve. The 
serpent was charming and prob-
ably beautiful to look at (Gen-
esis 3:1).

Even if the serpent was not 
physically appealing his charm-
ing words made up for the looks 
he didn’t have. The serpent was 
precious, he was pleasant and 
gracious, but it was deception 
because on the inside he was 
evil and cold.

Verse 30 says that beauty is 
vain or fading. The Hebrew 
word for beauty is yophiy (yof-
ee’) which means elegance of 
shape, symmetry of features…
nice figure and beautiful face. 
In street terms, the woman is 
fine and as the song said in the 
1980’s “She’s a bad mamma 
jammer.” Let’s be honest, some 
people look good enough to get 
your attention.

Beauty gets the attention of 
others, but God doesn’t want 
His Christian ladies to simply 
be known for how they look. 
He wants them to be known for 
how they act and live. Physical 
beauty does not last anyway. 
The wrinkles will come, the 
gray will spread, the head will 
get balled, and the molds in-
crease and get larger. But there 
is an attraction about the Prov-
erbs 31 woman that has nothing 
to do with physical appearance. 
A virtuous woman has the inner 
beauty that only comes from 
her walk with Christ. She is at-
tractive because she is a prayer 
warrior, warm and kind, and she 
loves Jesus so much. She is at-
tractive because she is a woman 
of faith and she helps people. 
She is attractive because she 
teaches her children about the 
Lord. She is attractive because 
she is a woman of the word.

This is why verse 30 ends by 
saying a woman who fears the 
Lord shall be praised. Notice it 
didn’t say a beautiful woman, 
but a woman who fears the Lord 
shall be, not might or maybe…

she shall be attractive to others 
and praised by others because 
God will make sure it happens 
because your beauty is inner 
spiritual and lasting beauty.

Now, we will close with 
Proverbs 31:31- “Give her of 
the fruit of her hands, and let 
her own works praise her in the 
gates.” 

A few weeks ago we said 
that the Proverbs 31 woman let 
her husband be praised in the 
gates, but even when she tries 
to be humble and let others be 
praised her works speak loud 
and clear. Her life and good 
deeds are her beauty and people 
can’t help but see them and ac-
knowledge her.

We see that not only is the 
Proverbs 31 woman’s husband 
praised in public, but her works 
are praised in public as well.

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Center, 
464 Church Rd., Madison. Res-
idents of Madison, he and wife, 
Minister Yolanda; are the proud 
parents of three daughters. He 
received degrees from Criswell 
College in Dallas; Southern 
Methodist University - Perkins 
School of Theology; and a Mas-
ters of Divinity from Memphis 
Theological Seminary. A pastor 
for 23 years, Collier serves as a 
volunteer chaplain for various 
law enforcement agencies in 
the metro area and for the Mis-
sissippi Governor’s Mansion. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or 
e-mail karab5@live.com.

It almost feels 
sacrilegious to 
call the dean 
and prince of 
preachers by his 
first name. But 
this alliteration - 

Gardner’s Gospel - calls me to 
remember the greatest gift Dr. 
Gardner C. Taylor shared with 
the church and the world. 

Above all else, Taylor dra-
matized with his life and min-
istry that Jesus was not only the 
center of our joy; Jesus is the 
center of the message and min-
istry of the church and her ser-
vant leaders. In his book “How 
Shall They Preach,” he offers 
the following:

How we approach our 
preaching responsibility de-
pends upon whether we consid-
er proclamation of the gospel 
to be a matter of life and death. 
[…] If we look upon ourselves 
as heralds of the great King 
[…] to the hearts of human be-
ings of that upon which turns 
the eternal health or the fatal 
sickness of people their private 
and corporate lives, then we 
shall see our work as preachers 
as something else again.

Preaching, Taylor urges, is a 
matter of life and death. All else 
in Taylor’s preaching and pas-
toral vocation flowed from his 
deep devotion to the life, death, 
resurrection, ascension, and 
second coming of the Lord of 
the universe. He took his work 
seriously because he did it un-
der the light of eternity in rev-
erent love of the One to whom 
he was graciously bound.

His feet always swiftly car-
ried the Gospel of Christ and 
His kingdom, glorifying Christ 
and not himself or his denomi-
nation or his race or his nation. 
As one preacher noted, to take 

Christ out of Taylor’s preach-
ing would kill it. Christ alone 
had the preeminence. Hallelu-
jah!

How befitting that Taylor 
would slip from his mortal coil 
on Resurrection Sunday 2015, 
that high and holy day when 
the saints celebrate Christ’s 
victory over death, hell, and the 
grave.

I have come to the sobering 
truth that though the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., is right-
ly the most celebrated “authen-
tic spiritual genius” produced 
on American soil (Taylor’s 
words of his friend), it is Dr. 
Taylor who may be our great-
est Gospel herald. With poetic 
and prophetic imagination he 
always pointed us back to the 
Jesus of the Gospels. The his-
torical Jesus of Nazareth whose 
incarnation, miracles, parables, 
and neighbor-love as recalled 
on the pages of the New Testa-
ment is the Christ of faith who 
came alive in Taylor’s faithful 
exposition of Scripture.

This Jesus, Mary’s baby and 
God’s only begotten Son, saves 
sinners and calls out the false-
hood of religious and politi-
cal structures vying for God’s 
throne. Taylor surely said with 
Paul, “Him we proclaim.” (Col. 
1:28) Nothing else mattered 
without its revolution around 
the eternal Word, the Light of 
the world.

Dr. Taylor’s passion for pro-
phetic justice, academic train-
ing, and the meeting of human 
needs found definition and 
purpose in his deep love of the 
Christ who first loved him.

Dean Taylor was almost a 
centenarian when he died at 
the age of 96. Though I never 
met him, I imagine that he was 
wealthy in wise interpretations 
of the times and seasons in 
which he was blessed to live, 

struggle, and triumph. But I get 
the sense that he interpreted his 
history, and the history of the 
world in which he sojourned, 
through the prism of the Gos-
pel.

With eyes illumined by the 
Holy Spirit he saw the Triune 
God at work and was driven 
to commit his all to a kingdom 
that is not of this world. He 
died the way he lived: enrap-
tured in the just love of Jesus.

There is something attrac-
tive about this humble, Christ-
shaped vision for life and 
ministry, one that is needed, I 
believe, so much more in our 
times when extremes on the 
Left and the Right dismiss the 
full portrait of the biblical Je-
sus. Much of our preaching 
today majors on minors and no 
longer anchors its hopes in the 
Lord Christ.

But the One who knew Gard-
ner by name, called him to Him-
self, radiates still in the church 
among her fallible proclaimers. 
The Gospel that came alive on 
Gardner’s golden tongue is that 
same timeless Word of hope for 
times like these. And it is this 
Gospel, the whole counsel of 
God mediated through biblical 
revelation, that still offers the 
world the best way out of isola-
tion, depression, injustice, and 
purposelessness.

The Gospel is still the power 
of God unto salvation to those 
who believe.

Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate 
of the University of MS and 
Duke University, serves as the 
director of Student Religious 
Life at Alcorn State University 
and is the pastor of Mt. Helm 
Baptist Church in Jackson. 
Rev. Rhodes is married to Al-
lison Thomas-Rhodes and they 
are the parents of twin boys:  
Carroll Edward III and Corne-
lius Josiah. 

Pearl Street A.M.E Church 
and Pearl Street Community 
Development Corporation, 
Inc., for the fourth year, in 
conjunction with the Missis-
sippi Department of Educa-
tion and U.S.D.A. continues 
to serve the community as a 
site for feeding children up to 
18 years old this summer. 

The meals are free for chil-
dren. 

The Pearl Street CDC is 
located at 2519 Robinson 
Street, at the corner of Ellis 
Avenue and Robinson Street, 
in Jackson.

The meal times for children 
are breakfast, 8:30 A.M. - 
9:30 A.M. and lunch at 11:30 
A.M. - 1:00 P.M. The sum-
mer feeding program will be 
available, Monday through 
Friday through July 31. 

“Our site meets USDA 

guidelines and is open to all 
children, which means that 
no child has to be without 
breakfast and a hot nutritious 
lunch this summer,” said Deb 
Giles, program director of the 
Pearl St. CDC.

For additional informa-
tion about the summer feed-
ing program, contact the 
Pearl Street CDC at (601) 
355-0001or email debgiles@
comcast.net.

Taylor

N E w s  f R o M  t h E  w o R d

P a s t o R a L  P o i N t s

R E i G N i N G  a N N o u N c E M E N t s
The pastor and church family of the Green Pastures Baptist Church, invite 
you to come share with us in our 27th year pastor and church anniversary. 
The service will be June 21, 2015 at 3 p.m. Our guest speaker will be Rev. 
Oliver P. Duvernay, senior pastor of Central Missionary Baptist Church, New 
Orleans, LA. We would be most encouraged by your presence. Come let us 
give thanks unto God together!
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Webster de-
fines feelings 
as an emotional 
state or reaction 
or a belief, es-
pecially a vague 
or irrational one. 

Therefore, we must acknowl-
edge our feelings of anger to 
God.

We should not pretend that 
we don’t get angry because 
we all do at some time or an-
other. When the feeling of 
anger comes, we shouldn’t 
water them down by labeling 
them as “frustrations” or “ir-
ritations,” but we should call 
them what they really are at 
that time.

We must be honest with our-
selves and with God because 
He already knows anyway. 
As David did in many of his 
prayers in the Divisions of 
Psalms, we should do likewise 
and share our feelings of fear 
and anger to God.

Angry words spoken quick-
ly are usually regretted later. 
Therefore, we should take 
time to make sure that we have 
a good reason to show feelings 
of anger. We must learn to 
avoid jumping to unwarranted 
conclusions. Listen, ask ques-
tions and second-guess our 
own reactions.

There are many good rea-
sons why James told us to be 
quick to listen, slow to speak, 
and slow to get angry (James 
1:19). One of the best reasons 
is that God Himself is slow to 
get angry and our goal in life 
is to let Him form Christ-like 
character in us.

King David, who knew 
about anger, said, “In your 
anger do not sin; when you 
are on your beds, search your 
hearts and be silent. “(Ps 4:4) 
We should use moments of 
solitude in our lives to reflect 
prayerfully on our anger.

We should examine our mo-
tives and ask ourselves some 
hard questions like: 1) What 
did I feel angry about today? 
2) Where is my anger com-
ing from? 3) Why is my anger 
so intense over something so 
small? 4) Did my anger further 
God’s interests or my own in-
terests? and 5) Did I provoke 
anger in someone else today?

Whether we realize it or not, 

most of our feelings are based 
on our deeply held beliefs 
about where life, security and 
significance are found. There-
fore, we must change our be-
liefs about God. Our anger 
problem is rooted not in feel-
ings but in what we believe 
about God.

The challenge according 
to the New Testament, there-
fore, is not to change our feel-
ings but to change our think-
ing. In the awareness of what 
God has done for us (Romans 
1-11), the Apostle Paul urged 
us to be transformed by the re-
newing of our minds (Romans 
12:1-2). In time, renewed pat-
terns of thinking will result in 
changed feelings.

All emotions, including an-
ger, are therefore useful to 
help us track down the real 
beliefs of our heart. Feelings 
of rage can be used to begin 
to trace the root antagonism 
(problem). In the process, we 
can discern if that anger is 
rooted in our confidence in 
God or if it is a self-centered 
response rooted in a selfish 
spirit demanding that things 
go our way.

Whether we believe our 
well-being is in the hands of 
God, in our circumstances, or 
in others is a most basic factor 
in learning how to deal with 
our feelings of anger.

We must confess wrong be-
liefs and then repent. This is 
not merely a confession that 
we have sinful, angry feelings. 
It goes much deeper to the 
faulty belief system that fuels 
our anger. It means repenting 
of our stubborn commitments 
to survive in life on our terms 
instead of on God’s terms.

It means repenting of the 
angry resentment we have 
held toward God for not do-
ing things our way. It means 
repenting of our belief that He 
really isn’t all that good and 
that He can’t be trusted. And 
it means repenting of all the 
damage our angry demands 
have inflicted on God and on 
others.

This will most likely in-
volve reaching out to those 
we’ve harmed with our anger 
and asking for forgiveness. 
But repentance means turning 
toward something as well. It 
means a conscious commit-
ment to walk by faith and not 

by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7), 
to recklessly abandon our-
selves into the loving arms of 
our Heavenly Father, who de-
lights in giving good gifts to 
His children (Matthew 7:11; 
James 1:17).

It means choosing to live by 
the belief that He exists and 
that He does reward those who 
diligently seek Him (Hebrews 
11:6), even when things don’t 
turn out the way we think they 
should. It means trusting Him 
as the only provision for our 
hungry souls and believing 
that we have nothing to fear 
because of our confidence in 
His abiding goodness and love 
(Psalms 23:4; 27:1-14).

When repentance takes 
place at that deep level, the 
insecurity will begin to melt 
away and be replaced with 
confidence. Angry demand-
ingness will become repulsive 
and unnecessary. Its power 
will weaken as it is replaced 
with courage to love the way 
we have been loved. At that 
point, we can begin to exer-
cise control over our feelings 
of anger.

After confessing wrong be-
liefs and repenting, we have 
to place our feelings of an-
ger under new management. 
While what we feel cannot 
be directly changed, we can 
change what we believe by 
surrendering ourselves to the 
Spirit and Word of God. Un-
der His influence and enable-
ment, we will find our feelings 
of anger increasingly shaped 
and restrained by a new kind 
of self-control.

The Apostle Paul said this 
self-control is a Fruit of the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23).  
Because God is slow to an-
ger, we can expect that when 
our life is under His manage-
ment we will take on some of 
the same qualities of patient 
restraint. Because God’s heart 
was revealed to us in His Son, 
we can also expect to begin 
growing in what the Bible 
calls “The mind of Christ.”

Paul talked about having this 
mind of Christ when he wrote, 
“Each of you should look not 
only to your own interests, but 
also to the interests of other.” 
(Philippians 2:4) Placing our 
feelings of anger and our well-
being in the hands of God will 
help us better understand this 

mind of Christ.
It will also help us develop 

a healthy fear of the anger that 
God reserves for His enemies. 
Placing our feelings of anger 
under God’s management will 
not dissolve and evaporate all 
anger. But it will free us to ex-
press a new and Godly anger 
toward the kind of sin in our-
selves and others that slowly 
angers the heart of God.

A day is coming when this 
world will see an outpouring 
of the anger of God that will 
put all other anger in perspec-
tive. In that fateful hour, the 
Son of God will unleash the 
justice and vengeance of His 
Father against all who have at-
tempted to find and defend life 
on their own terms (2 Thessa-
lonians 1:5-10).

The good news is that by be-
lieving the truth about God’s 
Son and what He did for us on 
a Roman cross, we can avoid 
that day of consuming judg-
ment. The Apostle John wrote, 
“Whoever believes in the Son 
has eternal life, but whoever 
rejects the Son will not see 
life, for God’s wrath remains 
on him.” (John 3:36) 

The offer is a gift in ex-
change for belief. It is not a 
reward for performance. It is 
pure, undeserved kindness. 
Yet with the offer also comes 
a warning. Hebrews 10:31 
adds, “It is a dreadful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living 
God.”

This applies to everyone 
who knowingly resists the 
Will of God. But it has a spe-
cial and eternal meaning for 
those who persistently and 
stubbornly resist God’s offer 
of salvation. How we respond 
to God’s offer will determine 
our eternal destiny. 

It will also determine how 
we work through the more 
immediate issues of our own 
feelings of anger.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is 
married to Velma L. Green. He 
honorably served in the U.S. 
Army for 20 years. Rev. Green 
is a member of the National 
Association of Evangelism 
Church of God, Anderson, Ind. 
He serves as chairman of the 
Southeastern Association of 
The Church of God, Inc.
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Controlling our feelings of anger
D i s g u s t e d . 

Stunned. Disap-
pointed. Despite 
the strong mean-
ings of each of 
these words, 
none of them 

are strong enough to completely 
describe what I and countless oth-
ers felt as we watched the seven 
minute video of McKinney police 
Corporal Eric Casebolt demon-
strate questionable behavior, pro-
fane language and excessive force 
on a group of unarmed teenagers 
at the McKinney subdivision of 
Craig Ranch Friday, June 5th.

Whenever these problematic 
police/community incidents occur, 
I reach out to a longtime friend 
who is a police officer in another 
state. He is patient enough to an-
swer my many questions and to 
share insights specifically from 
his point of view: a veteran Afri-
can American male police officer.   
Most of the time we agree that 
both sides, in most of these cases, 
should take responsibility.

However, in one of our recent 
conversations he shared how 
he approaches the communities 
where he works and avoids these 
incidences of deadly force. First, 
he gets out into the communities 
and meets the neighborhood resi-
dents, good and bad, criminal and 
law abiding, on a face to face basis. 
He does not simply ride through 
the communities with his windows 
up afraid to interact with them.

By getting out into the com-
munity, he shows how much he 
cares about it. What this does is 
establish his presence in the com-
munities which makes it easier for 
him to deal with any trouble that 
may come up later. Instead of him 
walking blind into a situation and 

only seeing a crowd of nameless 
faces, because he has familiarized 
himself with the people that make 
up the community, he can call 
them out by name and has a bet-
ter chance of resolving tense situ-
ations because of that previously 
established relationship.

It’s an old quote but in his case 
it’s true: People don’t care how 
much you know until they know 
how much you care.

There are a variety of ways to 
look at the video and analyze the 
behavior of the responding of-
ficers and the teenagers. The of-
ficers were outnumbered and ap-
peared to be twice as old as many 
of the teenagers at the pool party. 
However, rather than look at this 
situation from merely a commu-
nity policing perspective, I’d also 
like to explore it from the Christian 
perspective.

As shown on the video, Cpl. 
Casebolt lacks self-control and 
the ability to control his emotions.  
As a result, he was as explained in 
Proverbs 25:28 “Like a city whose 
walls are broken through is a per-
son who lacks self-control.”

Rather than simply excuse or 
condemn his behavior, we should 
pray for God to continue to expose 
him and others in law enforcement 
who have difficulty controlling 
their emotions. It’s not just about 
exposing the demons of  racism 
in law enforcement that has gotten 
increasingly worse over the years.   

Hopefully, as these cases keep 
getting covered in the national 
news, true reform will take place.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She can be reached at love-
hangover@juno.com, at www.she-
wandariley.com or www.anointed-
authorsontour.com 
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No one could have asked for 
a better senior year than Dev-
on Francois. In December, he 
played a huge role in the Alcorn 
State University Braves Foot-
ball Team’s triumphant victory 
over Southern University in the 
Southwestern Athletic Con-
ference Championship game. 
May 9, he not only received 
his bachelor’s degree in health 
and physical education, but he 
graduated with the honor of 
cum laude. As he got ready to 
walk across the stage, Francois 
reflected on his days and felt a 
sense of accomplishment.

“I was meant to be an Alcor-
nite,” said Francois. “Alcorn 
has truly been a blessing to me. 
I’ll always cherish the memo-
ries I made here. Alcorn will 
always have a special place in 
my heart.”

Frederick Brown, who re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in 
biology education, expressed 
his pride in excelling in college 
and being an inspiration to his 
family members who look up 

to him.
“The importance of earning 

this degree was to allow my 
parents to see that I stayed on 
the path they set me on,” said 
Brown. “Now I can be a bet-
ter role model for my younger 
family members.”

Francois and Brown were 
among more than 700 gradu-
ates to earn their college de-
grees during Alcorn State Uni-
versity’s Commencement in 
the Davey L. Whitney HPER 
Complex.

Prominent Alcornite, physi-
cian and one of the stars of Bra-
vo’s hit reality series “Married 
to Medicine” Dr. Jacqueline 
Walters ‘93 delivered the com-
mencement speech. She began 
by reminding the graduates of 
how the motivation and influ-
ence of their loved ones helped 
them reach their goals.

“No one accomplishes a goal 
without the help and influence 
of others,” said Walters. “I 
stand here today because my 
family, friends and colleagues 
believed in me. You are here 

also because of those who en-
couraged you to succeed.”

Walters encouraged the grad-
uates to stand tall in the face of 
adversity and persevere until 
they reach their goals.

“Hold high your torch of de-
termination and resilience. No 
matter how tough school may 
have seemed at times, your de-
termination to succeed is the 
reason why you’re here today. 
There’re going to be challenges 
in the real world, but it’s not 
about the challenges, it’s about 

how you respond to those chal-
lenges.”

Walters expressed to the 
graduates the importance of 
continuing to expand their 
knowledge.

“Hold high the torch of life 
long learning and advance-
ment. I understand that you 
all are graduating, but don’t 
let your learning stop today. 
I urge you all to further your 
education. Every day, make it a 
personal mission to learn some-
thing new. This can change 

your life.”
As a physician, Walters 

pointed out how maintain-
ing good mental and physical 
health is key to living a pros-
perous and productive life.

“Your greatest wealth is your 
health. Maintain physical and 
mental well-being. It is our re-
sponsibility to do our part to 
improve the health statistics 
in Mississippi. I charge you to 
take charge of your health and 
the health of your loved ones. 
Learn the importance of exer-
cise, healthy eating and avoid-
ing obesity. Fitness is about be-
ing whole in your mind, body 
and spirit.”

Walters concluded her speech 
by giving the graduates kudos 
for a job well done.

“I want to congratulate you 
for reaching this point in your 
lives and living your dreams. 
No matter what path you 
choose or what your passion is, 
I wish you the very best. Be the 
change you want to see.”

There were plenty of other 
highlights from today’s Com-

mencement. President Alfred 
Rankins Jr. congratulated the 
graduates and presented Wal-
ters with an honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters degree.

More than 70 members from 
the Golden Class of 1965 were 
present for their 50th anniver-
sary. The class received golden 
diplomas and donated $103,862 
for their class endowment.

Dr. Cassandra Vaughn, Uni-
versity veterinarian and board 
member of the ASU Founda-
tion, Inc. presented the Award 
of Excellence to Fishkill, NY 
native Rachelle Abram, who 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration and 
was named this year’s out-
standing student, receiving a 
$1,000 gift.

James Stubbs, president of 
the Alcorn State University Na-
tional Alumni Association, in-
ducted the graduating class into 
the Association and presented 
the Alcornite of the Year Award 
to Charles E. Davis ’69,’78.

EDUCATION

Alcorn graduates bid their farewells 
at Commencement Exercises
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Let’s roll! On Friday, July 31,  
Jackson State University’s main 
campus will be the site of the 
3rd Annual “Cruising the Com-
munity” event. This is a one-to-
three mile(s) ride around the JSU 
campus. The event is for children 
up to 18 years old. Children can 
ride anything on wheels including 
bikes, scooters, wagons, tricycles, 
skates, roller blades, wheel chairs 
and skateboards.

“The benefits of this ride in-
clude exposing youth to safe 
routes for biking and walking and 
raising awareness about bike and 
helmet safety,” said Heather Wil-
cox, neighborhood development 
assistant for the Center of Univer-
sity-Based Development.

City of Jackson Mayor Tony 
Yarber, Dr. Robert Smith and the 
Rollin Tigers wheelchair bas-
ketball team will all be special 
guests at the event. Both Yarber 
and Smith are scheduled to ad-
dress the youth in attendance. The 
Rollin Tigers will participate in a 

special exhibition game against 
members of the JSU Department 
of Athletics.

Children who attend will re-
ceive free helmets, goody bags 
and lunch.

The entire event is free and 
open to the public. Individuals 
who don’t register online may 
register on the day of the event 
from 8 - 9 a.m. at the Walter Pay-
ton Health and Recreation Center. 

The ride will start at 9 a.m and the 
event will end at noon.

The Center for University-
Based Development (CUBD) 
is an initiative by Jackson State 
University to assist with the re-
development of the one-mile area 
around the Jackson State Univer-
sity main campus. This office also 
reviews opportunities to facilitate 
development near all other Jack-
son State University campuses.

Jackson State University’s De-
partment of Housing and Residence 
Life announces the purchase of Uni-
versity Pointe - an apartment-style 
residential community opening this 
fall and designed for upper-class 
students.

Located at the southwest corner 
of the main campus, the complex is 
being renovated for its anticipated 
grand opening.

Dr. Erin Vaughn, director of 
JSU’s Department of Housing and 
Residence Life, said the first-ever 
apartment facility on campus will 
accommodate more than 500 resi-
dents and feature fully furnished 
one-, two-, three- and four-bedroom 
suites. Although the location is con-
ducive to walking, there is optional 
shuttle service. As well, there is 
ample parking space.

The newly renovated spaces in-
clude shared living and kitchen ar-
eas with amenities including free, 
reliable Wi-Fi connection, cable ac-
cess, dishwashers, refrigerators, mi-
crowaves, ceiling fans, and in-unit 

washers and dryers. There are no 
additional cost for utilities and cable 
television. The grounds also will re-
ceive a full makeover with improve-
ments to lighting and landscaping.

Security will include 24-hour po-
lice officers, additional surveillance 
cameras, a guard station at the gate 
of the complex, and privacy fenc-
ing. Its layout will include an en-
trance accessible only through the 
main campus.

University Pointe joins six other 

housing facilities on campus, along 
with Tiger Plaza - a 240-bed resi-
dence across from the Mississippi 
Coliseum.

The grand unveiling is scheduled 
for August 2015 as students return 
to campus for the 2015 Fall Semes-
ter.

For additional information, con-
tact the Department of Housing and 
Residence Life at 601-979-2326. 
Visit http://www.jsums.edu/univer-
sitypointe/.

JSU to host 3rd Annual 
Cruising the Community event

Alcorn salutes 19 retirees at luncheon

University Pointe: JSU 
acquires apartment-style 
housing slated for fall opening

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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It didn’t take long for Alcorn 
State University alumna and Fay-
ette, Miss. native LaDonna Marie 
Cook to realize that she had a love 
for writing.

“When I was 12-years-old, I al-
ways had questions about life,” said 
Cook. “I begin to write journals 
and then two years later at the age 
of 14, my writings turned into po-
etry. When I was a freshman in high 
school, I met Nikki Giovanni and 
the late Maya Angelou and knew 
then that with my poetry, I wanted 
to impact the lives of others.”

Cook’s dedication to perfecting 
her craft has resulted in lots of suc-
cess. Her latest publication, “Les-
sons: Shattered Pieces Being Re-
stored,” a book that helps increase 
awareness of teen and adult issues 
in a modern era, was selected as a 
finalist in the Poetry category of the 
9th Annual 2015 National Indie Ex-
cellence Awards in Beverly Hills, 
Calif. Her previous self-help works 
include “Until Tomorrow Comes” 
and “Quiet Moments with God.”

Over her career as a writer, she 
has won numerous awards that in-
clude the Humanitarian Award in 
2012 and the 2014 DJ Gatsby Book 
Club Literary Award in Poetry.

Cook earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in sociology and social work 
from Alcorn State University.

Receiving national attention for 
her writing has been a humbling ex-
perience for Cook.

“It is an amazing accomplish-
ment. It is the highest honor for my 
book to be a national finalist. I am 
so thankful for the recognition that 
it has received. I am so happy that I 
can reach more people with my mis-
sion to promote positive growth and 
awareness.”

Because of her national platform 
as an established author, Cook is 
able to use her outlet to bring joy 
and encouragement to those strug-
gling with different circumstances 
in their lives.

“I’ve always wanted to be a cheer-
leader for others. Writing poetry has 
allowed me to express and explore 
my feelings and perceptions. I have 
always had compassion for oth-
ers and poetry allowed me to reach 
those who may be going through 
difficult situations. I feel that I write 
for the people whose voices aren’t 
heard.”

Cook encourages those with big 
dreams, especially those who come 
from small towns, to faithfully pur-
sue them.

“I would tell aspiring writers to 
write constantly. You must have 
your manuscript up to par in order 
to move forward as a writer. Start re-
searching publishing companies that 
you could potentially work for. Stay 
true to yourself and write from the 
heart. No matter where you come 
from, look for opportunities and 
blessing out there. Always believe in 
yourself and embrace the greatness 
that’s inside of you.”

Cook’s books are available on 
Amazon and Barnes and Noble.

For additional information, visit 
http://www.ladonnamariebooks.
com

After years of service to Alcorn 
State University, some of the Uni-
versity’s most dedicated employees 
were saluted for their transition into 
retirement.

Alcorn faculty, staff and students 
assembled to celebrate 19 retirees 
at the 2015 Annual Retirees Lun-
cheon Monday, June 1 in the Dr. 
Clinton Bristow Jr. Dining Facility, 
Gold Room. The collective years of 
service among the retirees spanned 
nearly 380 years. The retirees re-
ceived a gift at the end of the pro-
gram.

President of the staff senate at 
Alcorn, Donna Hayden, congratu-
lated the retirees on their latest 
milestone.

“You all have been a great inspi-
ration to us all and we will like to 
follow in your footsteps one day,” 
said Hayden. “We all are happy to 
have worked with you and hope to 
continue our relationship after your 

retirement. Thank you all and we 
will miss you.”

Vice President of Institutional 
Advancement Marcus Ward, who 
also serves as Executive Direc-
tor for the ASU Foundation, Inc., 
thanked the retirees for their dedi-
cation to Alcorn and the advance-
ment of its students.

“This is a time to reflect and a 
time to renew,” said Ward. “You 
have given Alcorn a lot of your 
time and we are grateful. You have 
also given your treasure through 
your donations to the Alcorn foun-
dation. We are thankful for your 
support that has allowed a number 
of students to matriculate here at 
Alcorn. Your support has made an 
incredible difference.”

Alcorn President Dr. Alfred 
Rankins Jr. echoed the sentiments 
of the other speakers.

“Your commitment and dedica-
tion to Alcorn should be applaud-
ed,” said Rankins. “We thank you 

all for a job well done.”
After listening to the applauds 

and encouraging words of their 
peers, the retirees mingled and talk-
ed about their new life after years of 
hard work. Ella Anderson, who has 
worked in Alcorn’s School of Busi-
ness for 48 and a half years, ex-
pressed her love for the University.

“I love Alcorn,” said Ander-
son. “I love what I have done for 
the students. I also enjoyed travel-
ing around the country to compete 
against other schools in different 
capacities.”

Isiah Starks, who has worked in 
Facilities Management at Alcorn 
for 22 years, plans to continue to 
persuade students to attend Alcorn 
while traveling.

“I’ve enjoyed my time working 
for Alcorn,” said Starks. “I feel 
good about retiring. After I retire, 
I plan to travel with my wife and 
contribute to the University by en-
couraging students to attend.”

Alcorn alumna LaDonna Marie 
Cook named National Indie 
Excellence Award finalist

Cook
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AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN, SEIZED 
VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, RECOVERED PROPERTY AND MISPLACED ITEMS 

JUNE 27, 2015
To all interested parties, known or unknown, Pursuant to the 
MS State Code of 1972, Section 21-39-21, the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, will sell at Public Auction, abandoned, lost, stolen, or 
misplaced personal property and equipment listed on the attached 
schedule. Unclaimed lost, stolen, abandoned, or misplaced 
property may be sold after the expiration of one hundred twenty 
(120) days from the date of notification to - owner, and bicycles 
may be sold after the expiration of ninety (90) days from their 

receipt or recovery by the City of Jackson. The auction will be held 
at the City’s Garage/Impound Lot facility located at 4225-C Michael 
Avalon Street on Saturday, June 27, 2015 starting at 08:30 a.m.

A list and description of lost, stolen, abandoned or misplaced 
personal property, equipment, and bicycler will be posted 
pursuant to statutory requirements in the following locations:

Hinds County Justice Court House
Hinds County Chancery Court Building
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s Office
Jackson Area Newspapers

Publication Dates: 
June 4, 2015, June 11, 2015, June 18, 2015

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 11JunE 11 - 17, 2015
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS:

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 S. President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Office Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
until 3:30 PM, local time, July 7, 2015, at which time they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud for:

Benjamin Brown Park Playground Resurfacing Project

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensur-
ing the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, 
and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing 
business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various 
projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contract-
ing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity 
for all persons doing business with the City.   As a pre-condition to selection, each con-
tractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportu-
nity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City 
of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the 
City’s Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an 
eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Oppor-
tunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 601-960-1055.  
Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available 
at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensur-
ing the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, 
and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing 
business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various 
projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
consideration for an award.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offices of the City of 
Jackson’s Public Works Department Engineering Division located at 200 S.  President 
Street, Suite 424, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1823. Prospective 
bidders may obtain copies of all materials required for bidding purposes. For General 
Contractors and subcontractors, there is a NON-refundable deposit of $50.00 for hard 
copies.  There is NO charge for electronic or e-mail copies.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders bound in the project 
manual.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all 
irregularities in respect to any bid submitted or to accept any proposal which is deemed 
most favorable to the City of Jackson.

Kishia L. Powell, Director  Terry Williamson
Department of Public Works  Deputy City Attorney

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer  

6/4/2015, 6/11/2015
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS:

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 S. President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Office Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
until 3:30 PM, local time, July 7, 2015, at which time they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud for:

Jayne Avenue Park Playground Resurfacing Project

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensur-
ing the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, 
and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing 
business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various 
projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contract-
ing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity 
for all persons doing business with the City.   As a pre-condition to selection, each con-
tractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportu-
nity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City 
of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the 
City’s Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an 
eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Oppor-
tunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 601-960-1055.  
Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available 
at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensur-
ing the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, 
and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing 
business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various 
projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in 
consideration for an award.

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offices of the City of 
Jackson’s Public Works Department Engineering Division located at 200 S.  President 
Street, Suite 424, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 601.960.1823. Prospective 
bidders may obtain copies of all materials required for bidding purposes. For General 
Contractors and subcontractors, there is a NON-refundable deposit of $50.00 for hard 
copies.  There is NO charge for electronic or e-mail copies.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders bound in the project 
manual.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all 
irregularities in respect to any bid submitted or to accept any proposal which is deemed 
most favorable to the City of Jackson.

Kishia L. Powell, Director  Terry Williamson
Department of Public Works  Deputy City Attorney

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer  

6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACkSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-73, located at 146 E. COHEA 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $500. The City will retain 
all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the 
City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The outside 
of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “146 E. COHEA Street Property” with the bidder’s 
name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tues-
day, June 9, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
5/28/2015, 6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACkSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property, (zoned C-2), parcel #420-6, located at 1477 W. North-
side Drive in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $2,000. The City 
will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to 
remove same from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, con-
tact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered 
to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  
The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “Northside Drive Property” with 
the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will 
be opened on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

5/28/2015, 6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACkSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #74-17, located at 0 Bow Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi.   Bids for this property will start at $500.  The City will retain all 
mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The 
outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “ Bow Street Property” with the bid-
der’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened 
on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

5/28/2015, 6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACkSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #75-37, located at 0 High Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi.   Bids for this property will start at $500.  The City will retain all 
mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The 
outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “High Street Property” with the bidder’s 
name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
5/28/2015, 6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be 
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 23, 2015, at which time said bids will 
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City 
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

88538-062315    12 Month Supply of Liquid Chlorine in Cylinders Only

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, 
Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifica-
tions are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill 
No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City 
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible con-
tract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the 
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordi-
nance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with 
the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications.  The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part 
of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACkSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #80-40, located at 0 George Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi.   Bids for this property will start at $500.  The City will retain all 
mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered 
to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  
The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “George Street Property” with 
the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be 
opened on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 
219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

5/28/2015, 6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACkSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City 
of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, for the purchase 
of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #74-13, located at 0 Bow Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $500. The City will retain all 
mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same 
from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson 
at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the 
City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)  The outside 
of the envelope must be plainly marked: “Bow Street Property” with the bidder’s name.  
Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, 
June 9, 2015, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
5/28/2015, 6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

lEgAl

REQuEST FOR PROPOSAl FOR
BOND uNDERWRITINg/INVESTMENT BANkINg SERVICES

BY THE JACkSON MuNICIPAl AIRPORT AuTHORITY
PROJECT # 013-15

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (JMAA) requests Proposals (“Proposals”) from 
firms (“Respondents”) to provide bond underwriting/investment banking services to as-
sist in conjunction with the sale of bonds to refund the JMAA Series 2005A Tax Exempt 
Airport Revenue Bonds and Series 2005B Alternative Minimum Tax Airport Revenue 
Bonds (“Services”).

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA, Suite 300, 
Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 Inter-
national Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. central time on July 7, 2015 
(the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any reason what-
soever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals (“RFP”) is 
on file and open for public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Re-
spondents contains a copy of the RFP to include: Information for Respondents; Infor-
mation Required from Respondents; Criteria for Selection; JMAA’s 2014 Audit Report 
and JMAA’s 1996 Indenture of Trust General. Interested persons may obtain a copy of 
the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s 
Procurement Specialist, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com 

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

ZOFRAN 
BIRTH DEFECTS

CONTACT THE LAW OFFICE OF

MARC BOUTWELL
Located in Lexington, MS and Oxford, MS

(662) 834-9029   (662) 638-3390
or TOLL-FREE 1-888-881-7755

From the 1990’s until present day, Zofran has been prescribed
to pregnant women to control nausea or “morning sickness”.
Troubling new evidence demonstrates that Zofran may be 
associated with increased risks of certain birth defects during
pregnancy.

When taken during the first trimester, Zofran may place the fetus
at risk for developing heart and kidney defects and other injuries.
The FDA has strongly cautioned against Zofran use during 
pregnancy.

IF YOU TOOK ZOFRAN DURING YOUR 
PREGNANCY, AND HAD A CHILD WITH BIRTH
DEFECTS, YOU MUST CALL IMMEDIATELY TO

PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS!

To protect your legal rights, it costs nothing to discuss your case.
“Free background information available upon request”
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AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3006- frozen food, meat products, Crackers & Chips

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) June 26, 2015, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Confer-
ence concerning the project will be held at Enoch Library, 101 Near 
Street, Jackson, MS on June 3, 2015 at 2:00 P.M.  Attendance at the 
pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board 
of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive in-
formalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms 
and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing 
acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents 
may be picked up at the above address. 

6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

lEgAl

rEQuEsT for proposAls (rfp)

profEssionAl sErviCEs for
progrAm mAnAgEmEnT sErviCEs for THE muniCipAl spECiAl sAlEs 

TAX fundEd infrAsTruCTurE improvEmEnTs progrAm
 
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals from qualified 
firms for the purpose of selecting a Program Manager with which to negotiate a Profes-
sional Services Contract for Program Management Services for the Municipal Special 
Sales Tax Funded Infrastructure Improvements Program as described in the RFP.

Proposals will be received by the City of Jackson at the office of the City Clerk, City 
Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, until 3:00 P.M. local time, 
Tuesday, July 7, 2015. Interested firms may obtain a copy of the detailed Request for 
Proposals at no charge from the City’s Website at http://www.jacksonms.gov/bids or 
from:
Jerriot Smash, Deputy Director of Administration
City of Jackson
Department of Public Works
Warren Hood Building
200 South President Street
Jackson, MS  39201
jsmash@jacksonms.gov

A MANDATORY Pre Proposal Conference is scheduled for Friday, June 19, 2015 at 
4:00 P.M., local time, and will be held in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, located 
on the 1st floor of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President St., Jackson, MS.  
Attendance by Proposers intending to submit on the project is required.  All potential 
subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contract-
ing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity 
for all persons conducting business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each 
Proposer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan 
with the proposal submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order.  Failure to comply with the City’s 
Executive Order shall disqualify a Proposer from continuing in the selection process. 

Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one signed original 
plus five copies included with the proposal) shall be submitted in a sealed package and 
plainly marked on the outside of the package: “Proposal for Professional Services for 
Program Management Services for the Municipal Special Sales Tax Funded Infrastruc-
ture Improvements Program”.  

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all proposers that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all proposers 
will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and 
will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, in 
consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of 
life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. 
The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing busi-
ness within the City of Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract with the City 
of Jackson on various projects and/or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City 
of Jackson in achieving its goal by strongly considering city of Jackson residents for 
employment opportunities.

Kishia L. Powell  Gus McCoy Terry Wiliamson
Director, DPW  CAO  Attorney, DPW

6/11/2015

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bid

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids And noTiCE To ConTrACTors

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, MS, at 219 South 
President Street, Jackson, MS 39201 or at Post Office Box 17, Jackson, MS 
39205 until 3:30 PM, local time, Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at which time bids will 
be publicly opened and read aloud for:

Thalia Mara Hall Renovations – Dimming System Replacement, City Project 
No. 12B8002

Proposals shall be submitted on forms furnished and sealed and deposited 
with City Clerk prior to the hour and date above designated.

Contract documents may be examined at the Architect’s Office: Cooke Doug-
lass Farr Lemons, Architects & Engineers PA, 3100 North State Street, Suite 
200, Jackson, MS 39216, (601) 366-3110 and at the local plan rooms.  Bid-
ders can receive an electronic copy of the plans via compact disc at a non-
refundable cost of $30.00.  No hard copies will be distributed to bidders.  Bid-
ders should contact the Office of the Architect/Engineer for instructions as to 
how to obtain a disc.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, or sex in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City.  As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the City’s 
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded 
an eligible contract.  For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity Program, please contact of the Division of Equal Busi-
ness Opportunity at 601-960-1856.  Copies of the Ordinance, EBO Plan Ap-
plications and a copy of the Program, as attached, are available at 200 South 
President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, 
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those 
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct busi-
ness in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering 
City residents for employment opportunities.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders bound in 
the project manual.  The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids and to waive any and all irregularities in respect to any bid submit-
ted or to accept any proposal which is deemed most favorable to the City of 
Jackson.

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD – NON-MANDATORY

To be announced by addendum at least ten days prior to bid date.

Kishia L. Powell  Gus McCoy Terry Wiliamson
Director, DPW  CAO  Attorney, DPW

6/11/2015, 6/18/2015

lEgAl

ordinAnCE Approving sHEArEr propErTiEs, llC A rEZCning
from r-2 (singlE-fAmilY & TWo-fAmilY) rEsidEnTiAl disTriCT

To C-3 (gEnErAl) CommErCiAl disTriCT To AlloW for
AuTomoTivE rEpAir for propErTY loCATEd Along CollEgE

Hill rd on pArCEl # 808-42 CAsE no. 3895.

WHEREAS, Shearer Properties, LLC has filed a petition to rezone property 
located along College Hill Rd on Parcel #808-42, in the City of Jackson, 
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, from R-2 (Single-family 
& Two-Family) Residential District to C-3 (General) Commercial District to 
allow for automotive repair; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required 
public hearing, has recommended approval to rezone the property from 
R-2 (Single-family & Two-Family) Residential District to C-3 (General) 
Commercial District to allow for automotive repair; and

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and 
interested citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the 
City Hall at 2:30 p.m., Monday, April 20, 2015 to consider said change, 
based upon the record of the case as developed before the City Planning 
Board; and

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice of 
said petition had been published in the Mississippi Link on March 5, 2015 
and March 19, 2015 that a hearing would be held by the Jackson City Plan-
ning Board on March 25, 2015, all as provided for by ordinances of the City 
of Jackson and the laws of the State of Mississippi, and that the Jackson 
City Planning Board had recommended approval of the petitioned rezoning 
of the above described property to C-3 (General) Commercial District to 
allow for automotive repair; and

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opin-
ion that such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice 
and to the best interest of the City and that there has been a substantial 
change in the land use character of the surrounding area that justifies re-
zoning the property and there is a public need for additional property in that 
area zoned in accordance with the request in said application since any 
previous City Council action; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI:

That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, more particular described as follows:

LOT 40 OF WHITE ROCK PLACE, A SUBDIVISION ACCORDING TO 
THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF WHICH IS ON FILE AND OF RECORD 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN PLAT BOOK/CABINET 5 AT PAGE/SLIDE/
SLOT 24 THEREOF, REFERENCE TO WHICH IS MADE IN AID OF AND 
AS A PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.

AND BEING THE SAME PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN WARRANTY-
DEED RECORDED N BOOK 3084 AT PAGE 671

is hereby rezoned and changed from R-2 (Single-family & Two-Family) 
Residential District to C-3 (General) Commercial District to allow for au-
tomotive repair provided, however that before a permit is issued for any 
structure to be erected or modified on the property located at College Hill 
Rd. (Parcel # 808-42), or for any use thereof, the applicant must meet 

the requirements established through the Site Plan Review process. The 
Zoning Administrator is ordered to note such change on the Official Zon-
ing Map to the City of Jackson, Mississippi.

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne 
by the petitioner.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after 
its passage and after publication bfsame by the petitioner.

President Stamps recognized Brad Reeves, a representative of the Ap-
plicant, who addressed the Council and argued in favor of the property 
located along College Hill Rd. on Parcel #808-42 to approve a rezoning 
from R-2 (Single-family & Two-Family) Residential District to C-3 (Gen-
eral) Commercial District to allow for automotive repair.

There was no opposition from the public.

Council Member Hendrix moved adoption; Council Member Priester sec-
onded.

Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester and Stamps.
Nays- None.
Absent- Barren-Simon, Stokes and Tillman.

ATTEST:

Kristi Moore 
City Clerk      

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodi-
an of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said 
City, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance 
passed by the City Council at its regular zoning meeting on the 20th day 
of April, 2015, and recorded in Minute Book “6H”, pages 92-93.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 27 day of May, 
2015.

Kristi Moore
City Clerk

6/11/2015

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange
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© Feature Exchange

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids

Advertisement for Bid

Bid 3015 - Audio/video Automation playout playback server

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) June 29, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge 
by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or docu-
ments may be picked up at the above address and may be downloaded from 
the RFPs & Bid Notices page on the JPS website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

5/28/2015, 6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

EmploYmEnT

Office Director I (Director of Production) - MPB is seeking a seasoned, highly 
creative television producer to lead our production department. The incum-
bent will be responsible for administration and development of content for 
television programs. Successful candidate will have demonstrated ability to 
produce documentary style and series productions from conception to broad-
cast. ESSENTIAL DUTIES INCLUDE: Requires high level of management; 
Supervises 25-30 persons; Oversees TV Production Operations, Live Pro-
duction, and Documentary Production. This position is classified as Non-State 
Service, Exempt. SALARY: $57,593.08. For complete job description go to 
www.mpbonline.org. HOW TO APPLY: Applicants must go online to Missis-
sippi State Personnel Board (www.mspb.ms.gov); Click on Job Seekers; This 
will take you to the “JOB OPENINGS” page. Read instructions thoroughly to 
apply for job opening. Closing Date: June 16, 2015. MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC 
BROADCASTING IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

6/11/2015

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bid

Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3014 – laptops for High school 1:1 initiative

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) June 
22, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The 
Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, 
and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days 
from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed specifications may 
be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 
960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address. 

6/4/2015, 6/11/2015

AdvErTisEmEnT for Bids

noTiCE of inviTATion To Bid on CiTY-oWnEd propErTY
CiTY of JACkson

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, 
for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned C-2), parcel #401-28, 
located at 2429 Livingston Road in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property 
will start at $500. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with 
the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For addi-
tional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 
or vonanderson@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “2429 
Livingston Road Property” with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original 
and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, June 9, 2015, at 
3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, 
Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

5/28/2015, 6/4/2015, 6/11/2015
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AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified.  Call Aviation
Institute  of Maintenance 866-367-
2510.

EARN $500 A DAY; Insurance Agents
Needed; Leads, No Cold Calls;
Commissions Paid Daily; Lifetime
Renewals; Complete Training; Health &
Dental Insurance; Life License Required.
Call 1-888-713-6020.

AVERITT EXPRESS Start Pay: 40 to
43.5 CPM + Fuel Bonus! Get Home
EVERY Week + Excellent Benefits. CDL-A
Required. Recent Tractor Trailer Grads
Welcome. Call:  888-602-7440 Or Apply
@ AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer - Females, Minorities, Protected
Veterans and Individuals With Disabilities
Are Encouraged To Apply.

DRIVER - CDL/A
NEW PAY INCREASE
CLASSES STARTING
EVERY MONDAY!

• No out of pocket tuition cost!
• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days

and start driving with KLLM!
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!

• Refresher Course Available.
Must Be 21 Years of Age

855-378-9335  EOE
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com

DRIVERS: CDL A or B to transfer vehicles
from and to various locations throughout
U.S. No forced dispatch. Safety Incentives.
We specialize in reducing your deadhead.
Apply online at www.mamotransporta-
tion.com under Careers or call 1-800-
501-3783.  

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT. 1,000 + sq.
ft. commercial property near Bolivar
Medical Center, Cleveland, MS. View at:
http://www.buildmytour.net/tour.php?id=
ECBD. $900.00 month plus utilities. 662-
843-0304 (Leave message.)
PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available
June 1. Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods
Office Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private
offices and large storage, work or confer-
ence room, separate baths, kitchenette,
small reception area. Partially furnished if
interested. Excellent neighbors. Great
space for small business or nonprofit
association or charity. Call Monica to
arrange a viewing. 601-981-3060, or e-
mail mgilmer@mspress.org.

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo.
FREE Installation. FREE 3 months of HBO
SHOWTIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday
Ticket Included (Select Packages) New
Customers Only. CALL 1-800-215-6713.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1-800-319-2526.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165,  24/7. 

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t - S a l e s

F o r  R e n t

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of June 7, 2015

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

LOW-COST
BURIAL INSURANCE

•Rates Start At Just $20 Mo.
•No Medical Exam Required
•Premiums May Never Go Up
•Most All Health Excepted
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apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days 
of account deactivation or you will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a 
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Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a 
second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features must be enabled by customer and are 
subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX 
and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, 
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be 
transferred. ALL OTHER RECEIVER MODELS:  Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified 
former DISH residential customers in the continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. 
Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish 
antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after 
installation. 0 Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the 
terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective 
owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only 
accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related 
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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HAMPTON, Ga. - It’s almost 
funny what a little bit of confidence 
can do.

Before her senior year, Kalen 
Roberts had scored around 40 goals 
for the Dutchtown Bulldogs in her 
three years of varsity soccer.

She doubled her career total this 
year, as about 45 of her shots found 
the back of the net.

That success she attributed to the 
sparks of interest she received from 
college coaches following a tourna-
ment last summer.

“When everyone was getting re-
ally serious in 10th and 11th grade, 
like if they wanted to play college 
soccer or not, there were times 
when I didn’t think I could do that,” 
Roberts said. “It wasn’t really until 
State Cup that I got my confidence 
because I was getting emails from 
so many coaches. I was like, ‘OK, 
maybe I can do this.’”

One coach in particular stood out 
amongst the emails from a handful 
of Division I colleges expressing 
curiosity about Roberts’ future in 
soccer - Dean Joseph from Jackson 
State.

The Lady Tigers won the South-
western Athletic Conference cham-
pionship in 2013. The established 
winning culture, Roberts said, fit 
perfectly with her desire to wrap up 
her soccer career on exciting terms.

After visiting the campus in Sep-
tember, she verbally committed to 
the program and started looking at 
soccer in a more positive light.

“What made me so nervous was 
that people were telling me I was re-
ally good but I didn’t have anything 

to show for it,” Roberts said. “My 
parents could say it but they’re kind 
of supposed to say those things. So 
it was just nice to hear everything 
from a coach who doesn’t know me 
at all.”

Armed with an outsider’s evalu-
ation of her playing skills, Roberts 
was determined to make her senior 
season one for the record books. A 
captain for the second straight year, 
she found herself helping play-
ers develop their own techniques, 
ones she’s been perfecting since her 
mom first signed her up to play the 
sport at the age of three. She was 
able to enjoy playing alongside her 
sister Tamia, a freshman, for the 
first time in their respective soccer 
careers.

And come game time, Roberts 
morphed into an incredible force 
for the Lady Bulldogs, who won 
10 games for the second straight 
season this year. The forward was 
named the Henry County Girls Soc-
cer Player of the Year two weeks 
ago for her efforts.

She said she “pretty much scored 

in every game” but one goal in par-
ticular became her season highlight.

“Scoring on McIntosh because 
we were supposed to lose that game 
- and we did. But they weren’t ex-
pecting (us to score) at all and we 
scored on them,” Roberts said. “We 
woke them up. They weren’t ready 
to play us. That was one of my fa-
vorite moments this season.”

Roberts, a 15-year soccer veteran 
who played club soccer for AFC 
Lightning this year and spent a few 
years with Concorde Fire prior to 
that, is the Henry Herald’s Girls 
Soccer Player of the Year.

Up next: Studying biology and 
playing women’s soccer at Jackson 
State University.

On the season: “I think it was just 
signing that gave me a lot of confi-
dence. There was no need to be ner-
vous. You obviously have the skill 
and you’re doing something right. 
You can do whatever you want 
to. Going into every game, I have 
to win this. I had a really positive 
mindset.”

Jackson State coach Dean Jo-
seph, in a February press release 
after National Signing Day: “When 
I first saw Kalen, she was playing 
against a recruit we were looking at 
very seriously. Kalen gave her a lot 
of problems defensively and I knew 
immediately I needed to have her 
on our team. Kalen has exceptional 
pace with the ball at her feet. She 
has this incredible ability to find 
space when she is dribbling with 
the ball and she is not scared to use 
both her left and right foot. She is 
an amazing talent. I feel she will 
make an immediate impact here.”

ITTA BENA, Miss. - The 
Mississippi Valley State softball 
coaches have several events 
planned for the summer months.

May 27-28th they traveled 
to the Women’s College World 
Series in Oklahoma City to at-
tend the World Series Coaching 
& Game Observation course.

During the course the coach-
es observed the games at the 
WCWS and were asked to 
analyze techniques, strategy, 
coaching styles and pre-game 
practice.

They were also asked to 
make field observations, scout 
teams and develop a game 
plan, review and analyze game 
tapes, assess team and indi-
vidual performances, practice 
personal game tracking, scor-
ing and charting, watch the 
series games with class instruc-
tor and discuss plays. Finally, 
they were allowed to ask ques-

tions of a panel of NCAA guest 
coaches.

In June, assistant coaches 
Shanika Randle and Brittany 
Tillery will travel to Pasco, 
Washington, to serve as instruc-
tors for the 2015 Washington 
Angels Summer Slam-Off In-
structional Camp and Tourna-
ment. The event is slated to run 
June 12-14. The camp is open 
to any and all 12-18 year olds 

looking to advance their skills, 
while working with college 
coaches. The participants will 
work on: pitching, catching, 
middle infield, corner infield, 
outfield, base running, throw-
ing and hitting.

In July, on the 17, the coach-
es will travel to Jackson, Miss., 
to speak in conjunction with the 
Mississippi High School Ath-
letic Association.

Soccer signee Kalen Roberts named 
Henry Herald’s Player of the Year

Busy Summer for 
MVSU softball coaches

WRtm-Fm smOOth 100.5 Fm, is JACksOn’s uRBAn RhYthm AnD Blues 
stAtiOn plAYinG FAmiliAR FAVORites FROm the 70’s, 80’s AnD 90’s. tune 
in tO heAR Just the RiGht miX OF Blues AnD tODAY’s BiGGest hits. 

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson State Athletics Media

Roberts
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Book Review:
“CoRRuption offiCeR”
ByGaRy L. HeywaRd
  C.2015, atRia 
   $16.00 / $18.99 Canada  •  276 paGes
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Sometimes, you have to 
choose sides.

Republican or Democrat?  
For something or against it? 
Grateful for what you have or 
irritated by what you don’t? 
And you want fries with that?

Sometimes, you choose 
your sides, and sometimes 
they’re chosen for you. And 
in the new book, “Corruption 
Officer” by Gary L. Heyward, 
the preferred option is outside.

“Big Hey” had “the shakes.”  
Evenings, he spent almost 

all his paycheck shaking 
dice, winning some nights 
and some nights not. He still 
lived with his Moms because 
of that, which was shameful 
- he was 29 years old and a 
Gulf War veteran. Although a 
good friend urged him to job-
search, Heyward figured that 
better employment was out of 
reach.

When he learned that his ap-
plication to Corrections Acad-
emy was accepted, he grabbed 
his mother and danced in their 
kitchen. “Hello pension!” he 
said. “Hello Rikers Island.”

In the first days of Acad-
emy, Heyward had plenty to 
learn: inmates knew how to 
intimidate, which corrections 
officers were taught to ig-
nore. Counting “mates” was 
essential; avoiding “undue 
familiarity” was important; 
the hours were lousy but the 
money was good. 

Heyward was flush with 
cash for the first time in a long 
time. So he bought a car. Then 
his Baby Mama took him to 
court for child support.

Weeks later, shortly af-
ter his paycheck amounted 
to $68 post-deductions, af-
ter the “hood booga” said 
she was pregnant and his car 
was repo’ed, Heyward started 
hearing temptation. 

Inmates had been bug-
ging him to smuggle in cash, 
drugs, and smokes. He’d done 
it once; the money was there 
and he knew it was easy. Oth-
er COs got away with bending 
the rules, and just about every 
male guard was doing what-
ever he could to pay child 
support. 

If they did it, why couldn’t 
Heyward do it, too?

“I begin to panic,” Heyward 
says. “I got to get this money 
up.” And so, he went in search 
of someone to introduce him 
to an inside partner, a move 
that would prove dangerously, 
devastatingly risky….

At first, I was quite unim-
pressed with “Corruption Of-
ficer.” There’s a lot of profani-
ty in here, and what’s left after 
that is mostly sophomoric. I 
kept waiting for this book to 
grow up.

And then it hit me: it didn’t 
need to. This memoir of jail 
from both sides of the bars 
is really better suited for a 
young audience anyhow, since 
it’s ultimately more a caution-

ary tale than not. 
In the end of his story, au-

thor Gary L. Heyward even 
writes, “Prison should be 
feared at all times. [It] should 
be thought about every time 
a person thinks about doing 
something wrong.”

Doesn’t that put a different 
spin on what, in its first many 
pages, felt like a jokey book? 
That sure seemed the case to 
me, as I read “Corruption Of-
ficer” in one sitting, alternate-
ly horrified and fascinated.

Grandma isn’t the targeted 
audience for this book. Young 
people are; they’ll like read-
ing it and it may scare some 
straight. They’ll find that 
“Corruption Officer” has very 
powerful words inside.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Dominates
2. Eskimo home
3. “__ et decorum est...”
4. Danish physicist
5. Doors
6. American College of 
    Physicians (abbr.)
7. Drains energy
8. Triad
9. Brood
15. Entire
19. Brains
21. What’s “in”
23. Acts
24. Rock and Roll “King”
25. Tylenol’s competitor
26. Lotion brand
27. Prissy
28. Hospital (abbr.)
30. Border
32. Demise

ACROSS 
1. Free of
4. Wild animals
10. Pride
11. Cart
12. Ailing
13. Nonconformist
14. Kid’s vehicle
16. Swine
17. Christmas carol
18. Compass point
20. Mil. rank
22. Whim
26. Km/h
29. Recite
31. Worn away
33. First woman
34. Climbing
35. Division (abbr.)
36. Hinder
37. Compass point

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Frank Sinatra

© Feature Exchange
(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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June 10 - 16, 2015

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$379

FRESH

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$179

FRESH 

WHOLE
FRYERS

PER  LB.

$119
FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$259

18  PIECE

VARIETY
CHICKEN

PER  LB.

$159

SAVE  ON

PORK  
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$1599

COUNTRY  PLEASIN

PORK
SAUSAGE

14  OZ.

$399

SAVE  ON

CATFISH
NUGGETS

4  LB.  BAG

$999

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

BOTTOM
ROUND  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$399

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SELECT

CANNED  
VEGETABLES

14.5 - 15.5  OZ.

2/$1

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SOFT  DRINKS
2  LTR.  BTL.

79¢

SAVE  ON

LAY'S
VARIETY  PACK

20  CT.

$599

ASSORTED

RED  DIAMOND
TEA
64  OZ. ...................................... 

$149

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SPREAD
MARGARINE  BOWL
45  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$3
CRYSTAL  FARMS

SHREDDED  OR
BAR  CHEESE
7  TO  8  OZ. ................................ 

2/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

SOUR  CREAM
8  OZ.  ..................................... 99¢

ASSORTED  

TROPICANA  
PUNCH
59  OZ. ...................................... 

4/$5
SELECT  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

FROZEN
VEGETABLES
16  OZ. ...................................... 

4/$5
ASSORTED

FARM  RICH 
APPETIZERS
16  TO  28  OZ. ...............................

$499

ASSORTED

MARY  B'S 
BISCUITS
24  TO  35  OZ. .............................. 

2/$5

piggly wiggly

FRESH  SWEET

CANTALOUPES
EACH

2/$5
SWEET  SOUTHERN

PEACHES
POUND

$129
SAVINGS  ON  FRESH

TOMATOES
4  PACK

69¢

FRESH

BROCCOLI  
CROWNS

POUND

$199

FRESH  

RUSSET  POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$229

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com




