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JSU support remains strong

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor
Alumni and supporters of
Jackson State University stood
in solidarity July 1, with a local
faith-based group to pledge their
continued support of JSU.
The Ministerial Alliance, led
by the Rev. Thomas Jenkins,
pastor of New Dimensions Fel-

Rev. Thomas Jenkins along with Ministerial Alliance members and Jackson
State University supporters address the media. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY

Owens to accept
Susie Buchanan
Award July 14
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Hinds County Chancellor Denise Owens
will be honored for her work as a trailblazer
for other women lawyers.
Judge Owens is the 2016 recipient of the Susie Blue Buchanan Award. The annual award
presented by the Mississippi Bar’s Women in
the Profession Committee honors an outstand- Owens
ing woman lawyer who has achieved professional excellence
and has actively paved the way to success for other women
lawyers. The award is named for Susie Blue Buchanan, who a
century ago became the first woman lawyer admitted to practice before the Mississippi Supreme Court. The award will be
presented during the Price-Prather Luncheon during the Mississippi Bar Convention in Destin, Fla. July 14.
When Owens was elected to the Hinds County Chancery
bench in 1989, she and Judge Patricia Wise became the first
African-American female chancellors in the state.
Owens said, “It is truly an honor to be awarded the Susie
Blue Buchanan Award. When I started practicing law, I was
mindful of the great responsibility inherent in practicing law,
but also the great responsibility of being a role model as an
African-American female attorney. As a role model I hope to
encourage young women to pursue their dream of being an
attorney.”
“Nobody deserves it more than she does,” attorney Rodger
Wilder of Gulfport said of Owens’ selection for the award.
Wilder, a former Mississippi Bar president, and Owens are
co-chairs of the Access to Justice Commission. During 10
years of service as commission co-chair, Owens helped guide
its formulation of recommendations which have been implemented by the Supreme Court, and its continuing work to
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Meredith to speak
at 15 metro area
libraries in month

Inside

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson Hinds Library System will
host James Meredith, civil rights activist, at
each of its 15 libraries during the month of
July. Meredith will discuss his historic Walk
Against Fear, which led to the March Against
Fear and how he feels the events of his life
have affected the past, present and future in Meredith
Mississippi.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the March Against
Fear, from Memphis to Jackson. It was planned as an encouragement for black voter registration. Meredith knew that
he was exposing himself to serious danger but felt that the
reason for the march was important enough to take that risk.
A lone gunman shot Meredith June 6, the second day of
his mission but he was able later to rejoin the march which
finished in Jackson June 26, 1966. Many civil rights leaders, organizations and supporters, black and white, joined the
march strengthening the cause to raise awareness of the need
to improve the civil rights of blacks, not just in Mississippi
but nationwide.
Anyone who would like to meet a civil rights icon and

Meredith
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Jackson Medical
Mall plans backto-school jam
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lowship of Ministries in Jackson, held a press conference “to
pledge our support to Jackson
State University and express
extreme disappointment on how
JSU has been portrayed over an
incident involving the JSU Development Foundation that happened more than two years ago
yet resulted in no loss,” Jenkins

said. “Make no mistake, we are
extremely confident in JSU’s
president and her leadership
team as good stewards of our
funds. This is evident by the university’s quick action to correct
problems and secure 100 percent
of reimbursements.”
Jenkins was referring to stories published in The Clarion-

Ledger newspaper June 18-22
detailing a report questioning
unauthorized spending of JSU
Development Foundation funds.
Of the $25.7 million the foundation had in 2014, it was determined some expenses were
undocumented and some em-
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‘Smart, sexy docs’
answer HIV questions

Brandon Brazzle talks with Dr. Leandro Mena during a clinic visit.

#AskTheHIVDoc series available in English, Spanish

UMMC News
Dr. Leandro Mena considers
himself a shy person. He doesn’t
do Facebook and he barely tweets.
But his international reputation
as an expert in the field of sexually
transmitted infections has placed
him in a sweeping social media
spotlight.
He’s one of three “smart and
sexy docs” answering questions on
an array of topics in #AskTheHIVDoc, a YouTube-based series of

short-form, question-and-answer
videos in English and Spanish produced through the initiative Greater Than AIDS.
Mena, a native of the Dominican
Republic and associate professor of
infectious diseases at the University of Mississippi Medical Center,
and HIV/AIDS experts Dr. David
Malebranche and Dr. Demetre
Daskalakis give frank and information-packed answers to questions
about sexually transmitted diseases

– questions that many men who
have sex with men (MSM) might
never feel comfortable asking their
own providers.
“We do it in a straightforward,
simple way,” said Mena, who
joined the duo of Malebranche and
Daskalakis in December 2015 and
can be seen in the second season
of #AskTheHIVDoc that debuted
June 1 on YouTube. There are 23
English videos and an additional 11
narrated by Mena in Spanish. The

nonprofit Kaiser Family Foundation created the branded campaign
Greater Than Aids; #AskTheHIVDoc is a part of that brand.
“We just fell in love with him,”
said Tina Hoff, the Kaiser Family
Foundation’s senior vice president
and director of health communications and media partnerships. “He’s
not only incredibly knowledgeable

HIV
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Feds investigating fatal police shooting of Sterling
By Mike Kunzelman
Associated Press
BATON ROUGE, La. – The U.S.
Justice Department opened a civil
rights investigation Wednesday
into the video-recorded police killing of a black man who authorities
say had a gun as he wrestled with
two white officers on the pavement
outside a convenience store.
Alton Sterling, 37, was confronted by police and shot on Tuesday
after an anonymous caller said he
had threatened someone with a gun
outside the store, where he was
selling homemade CDs, authorities
said.
In a cellphone video taken by a
community activist and posted online, the two officers pinned Ster-

Jackson Public School
District will offer
registration beginning,
July 12
Page 10

In this screen shot from MSNBC, Cameron Sterling, 15, breaks down as his
mother, Quinyetta McMillan, addresses the media.
ling to the ground, someone yelled,
“He’s got a gun! Gun!” and gunfire
erupted moments later.
At a news conference Wednesday, Baton Rouge Police Chief Carl

Smokey Robinson to be
honored with national
pop music prize
Page 22

Dabadie Jr. said that Sterling was
armed but that there are still questions about what happened.
“Like you, there is a lot that
we do not understand. And at this

point, like you, I am demanding
answers,” Dabadie said, calling the
shooting a “horrible tragedy.”
The officers, identified by the
chief as Blane Salamoni, a fouryear member of the department,
and Howie Lake II, who has been
on the force for three years, were
placed on administrative leave,
standard department procedure.
Authorities would not say whether one or both fired their weapons
or how many times.
Gov. John Bel Edwards and
the U.S. Justice Department announced the investigation by the
department’s civil rights division.
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and skilled as a clinician, but
he’s a warm person who feels
so deeply passionate about what
he’s doing. He connects with
his patients. He’s everything we
were looking for.”
The trio takes on topics that
include “Can I Get HIV if
My Partner is Undetectable?”
“Herbal Treatments?” “Can I
Still Have Sex?” and “How Can
I Find Help?” At the beginning
of the season two videos, a smiling Mena tells viewers: “We’re
going to give you what you
need.”
The tone of the videos is
sometimes playful and always
engaging, but the underlying
messages are tough in a society that’s experiencing an HIV/
AIDS epidemic. In the United
States, Mena says, one out of
every two black MSM will become HIV positive in their lifetime. Among Latino men, that’s
one out of four.
And, a recent Emory University study shows four of 10
MSM in Jackson have HIV – the
highest rate in the nation. “That
right there tells you that there’s a
need for this information,” said
Harry Hawkins, field organizer
for the Jackson office of the Human Rights Campaign, a civil
rights organization dedicated to
achieving LGBT equality.
“There’s an urgency to act
and do something to change
what might seem inevitable for
a significant portion of the population,” Mena said.
Using social media as the
platform for the videos “gets
the message across in a very
effective way for the times we
live in,” Hawkins said. “A lot
of people who are infected are
between the ages of 15 and
24.” The first season of #AskTheHIVDoc received 731,141
views on YouTube and another
405,302 on other social and
digital platforms, Kaiser Family
Foundation statistics show.
The #AskTheHIVDoc messages empower not just MSM,
but the caregivers whose lack of
expertise in HIV and AIDS treatment leaves them struggling to

“I have very serious concerns.
The video is disturbing, to say the
least,” Edwards said.
The shooting stirred anger in
Baton Rouge, with hundreds protesting Tuesday night and demonstrations continuing Wednesday.
Community leaders and Sterling’s family demanded a federal
investigation.
“Mr. Sterling was not reaching for a weapon. He looks like a
man that was actually fighting for
his life,” said state Rep. Edmond
Jordan, an attorney for Sterling’s
family.
Quinyetta McMillon, the mother of Sterling’s teenage son, trembled as she read a statement outside City Hall, where a few dozen
protesters and community leaders
had gathered. Her son, Cameron,
15, broke down in tears and was
led away as his mother spoke.
She described Sterling as “a
man who simply tried to earn a
living to take care of his children.
“The individuals involved in
his murder took away a man with
children who depended upon their
daddy on a daily basis,” she said.
The police chief urged protesters to remain peaceful, and May-

The #AskTheHIV doctors are (from left) Dr. David Malebranche, an
internal medicine physician with Georgia-based Wellstar Health
Systems who also cares for inmates at the DeKalb County Adult
Detention System in Marietta, a suburb of Atlanta; Dr. Leandro Mena,
UMMC associate professor of infectious diseases; and Dr. Demetre
Daskalakis, assistant commissioner of the Bureau of HIV Prevention
and Control at the New York Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.
answer their patients’ questions
and manage their overall health.
“We’re in a health-care system where many clinicians don’t
regularly ask their patients about
their sexual behavior,” Mena
said. “They’re uncomfortable
about having a conversation
about sex and uncomfortable
about discussing behaviors to
decrease their risk.”
But at the same time, Mena
said, clinicians like himself
are trying to improve access to
health care, especially to those
most vulnerable to sexually
transmitted infections.
The videos encourage discussions that can never be too basic – for example, the difference
between AIDS and HIV, or how
people become infected when
they have sex. “We talk about
how often you should be tested
for HIV, and what tests gay or
bisexual men should have when
they go to the doctor, and when
they should start treatment,”
Mena said. “We talk about how
safe certain practices are.
“In clinic, I start by talking
very frankly with my patients,
and breaking things down into
the language that makes them
comfortable. If you do that, you
have a better chance to address
their health needs,” Mena said.
The three doctors also talk
about PrEP, short for pre-exposure prophylaxis, a medication

that works to keep the HIV virus
from establishing a permanent
infection. A pill that’s taken once
daily, PrEP targets those with an
ongoing, substantial risk of HIV
infection and, when taken consistently, can reduce risk of HIV
in people who are at high risk
by 92 percent, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
says.
“I’ve talked to folks in my job
and outside of my job that have
been to doctors in this area who
just don’t know anything about
PrEP,” Hawkins said. “There’s
a need for education when you
have a patient coming to you
who says I’m a sexually active
gay male, and I want to get on
this to protect myself.”
Brandon Brazzle of Jackson,
one of Mena’s patients, agrees.
“People think you have HIV,
rather than these drugs trying
to prevent it,” said Brazzle, 27,
who is taking Truvada, the brand
name of the drug that gained
federal approval in the United
States. “I had to explain to my
family members that I wasn’t
HIV positive.”
He regularly talks to friends
about PrEP because it can help
them with their sexual health.
“It’s kind of hard sometimes to
take it up with your doctor, because they might not be used
to seeing that kind of patient,”
Brazzle said.

July 12 at 2 p.m.
Annie T. Jeffers Library
July 13 at 2 p.m.
Charles Tisdale Library
July 14 at 5 p.m.
Medgar Evers Library
July 18 at 11 a.m.
Fannie Lou Hamer Library
July 19 at 10 a.m.
Raymond Library
July 20 at 2:30 p.m.
Bolden Moore Library
July 21 at 3:30 p.m.

Lois F. Flagg Library
July 22 at 1 p.m.
Evelyn T. Majure Library
July 25 at 5 p.m.
Quisenberry Library
July 26 at 7 p.m.
Ella Bess Austin Library
July 27 at 3 p.m.
Richard Wright Library
July 28 at 5 p.m.
Margaret Walker Alexander Library
July 29 at 2 p.m.

alyst is that caused the story to
resurface, but we did deal with
this in 2014,” Owens said.
Owens, Jenkins and Norwood
emphasized their desire for media to share positive stories of
JSU.
Without JSU, many would not
have been given the opportunity
to live out their dreams, Jenkins
said, who noted the university
can be credited for helping establish the middle class in Jackson and surrounding areas.
“Misplaced attention takes
away from the real story of my
Jackson State,” he said. “We
would like to see people start
reporting the good things about
Jackson State.” Jenkins would
even like to see an apology from
The Clarion-Ledger.
Recently his 12-year-old
grandson spent time at JSU in
a Verizon program and has created an app.
“Can you imagine what would
happen if all young males had
the opportunity to spend time on
Jackson State’s campus and got
exposed to that kind of technology? We believe we can do what
prisons can never do.”
Owens echoed Jenkins’ sentiments of the type of coverage
JSU recently received.
“If there is ever a time that
there is a perceived wrongdoing
at Jackson State it gets heavy
media coverage,” Owens said.
“What we’d like to see is that

same vigor and enthusiasm in
coverage of the positive activities that are going on at Jackson
State. We have accomplished a
lot since 1877. If there is an opportunity or room for improvement, we will accept that challenge and make the necessary
improvements and continue to
move forward.”
Norwood, a physician, said,
“It is important for the safety
and health of our institution that
the lies, the misperceptions be
stopped.” Norwood noted JSU
makes an impact locally as well
in more than 60 countries across
the globe.
As alumni president, Owens
did have to quell concerns alumni have had in recent weeks.
Once she explained how the
university took swift action two
years ago regarding the spending irregularities, the responses
were positive for continued support.
“We did not lose anyone
(alumni). The prevailing tone
is that the Jackson State support
system has not wavered,” she
said.
Funds raised during JSU’s
Day of Giving held July 7 on
campus is a testament to support. More than $70,000 was
raised, which was an increase
from last year.
Shanderia K. Posey can be
reached at sposey@mississippilink.com

Meredith
Continued from page 1

listen to history and its effects on
Mississippi’s future first hand,
from someone who lived it, is
invited to attend any, or all, of
the programs being held in July.
All programs are free and
open to the public. The schedule
is as follows:
Eudora Welty Library
July 7 at 6 p.m.
Beverly Brown Library
July 11 at 1 p.m.
Willie Morris Library

JSU
Continued from page 1

ployees made personal purchases using credit cards issued to
the foundation. The foundation
was reimbursed for all unauthorized purchases made by a few
employees, and it also discontinued use of credit cards in 2014.
In addition, David Hoard,
former vice president of Institutional Advancement, was
terminated. He had made about
$24,000 in unauthorized purchases and returned the funds to
the foundation in August 2014.
“We are utterly dismayed of
the attention given to JSU when
other university foundations
which are separate operating entities … follow similar practices,” Jenkins said. “We are asking the city to join us in making
sure that representation is fair
and balanced because JSU has
made important contributions to
our great city, state, nation and
the world.”
Joining Jenkins at the press
conference were JSU National
Alumni Association President
Yolanda Owens of Atlanta, Ga.,
and JSU National Alumni Association First Vice President Dr.
Earlexia Norwood of Detroit,
Mich. Several other local pastors, including Bishop Ronnie
Crudup, also lent their support.
“These disparaging remarks
cannot be, will not be allowed
to go forth without a response,”
Crudup said.
“We don’t know what the cat-
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or Kip Holden likewise sought to
ease tensions, saying, “We have
a wound right now, but we’ll be
healing and making this city and
parish whole again.”
Police said they have dashcam video, bodycam video and
store surveillance footage of the
shooting that will be turned over
to the Justice Department. But Lt.
Jonny Dunnam said the bodycam
footage may not be as good as investigators hoped for because the
cameras became dislodged during the scuffle.
Marjorie Esman, executive director of the Louisiana ACLU,
said if the body cameras became
dislodged, there are “serious
questions” that need to be asked.
“Is that because there was
something wrong with the equipment? Is that because the officers were not trained in how to
properly fasten them?” she said.
“Right when they’re needed most
is when two of them malfunction
in the same way.”
The Justice Department will
look into whether the officers
willfully violated Sterling’s civil
rights through the use of unreasonable or excessive force.

Similar investigations, which
often take many months, were
opened following the deaths of
Michael Brown in Ferguson,
Missouri, and Eric Garner in New
York.
Federal investigators must
meet a high legal burden to bring
a civil rights prosecution, establishing that an officer knowingly
used unreasonable force under
the circumstances and did not
simply make a mistake or use
poor judgment.
Many federal probes conclude
without criminal charges.
On Wednesday, when a pastor
told the small crowd gathered that
the protest should be peaceful,
45-year-old Sharon Alexander,
her voice cracking, countered:
“We don’t need peace. We need
answers; we need justice.”
Alexander, who was there with
her daughter and three other relatives, said later: “We sound like
a broken record. It’s time for a
change.”
Protesters and friends created a
memorial to Sterling on the white
folding tables and folding chair
he had used to sell homemade
music compilations on CDs.

staff attorney for the former Central Mississippi Legal Services in
Jackson.
She serves as pre-law program
adviser and adjunct professor at
Tougaloo College. She helped
organize the Black Law Student
Association and annual mock trial
competitions for the Magnolia
Bar Association. She has taught
paralegal technology for many
years at Hinds Community College.
During her entire legal career,
she has worked to increase diversity on the bench and bar by
promoting interest in careers in
law. Owens and her colleagues organized a law camp to reach girls
ages 12-15 to not only encourage
them to pursue law as a career but
to increase their self-esteem and
awareness.

Since 2005, she has worked
with the National Association of
Women Judges to present The
Color of Justice, an annual program which introduces young
female middle school students to
careers as lawyers and judges.
She is one of the sponsors of the
Tougaloo Pre Law Society, which
reaches out to college age students. She also has helped sponsor legal education programs for
law students and young attorneys.
Owens served on the Task
Force on Gender Fairness and the
Gender Fairness Advisory Study
Committee.
“Our goal was to study and
address the perceived effects of
gender bias in the judicial system
and to educate the bench, bar and
public about gender fairness,” she
said.

Owens
Continued from page 1

make the courts accessible to all
people. She is stepping down as
co-chair in July, but will remain a
member of the commission.
“My overall goal as an attorney
and judge is to improve the judicial system for both the litigants
and attorneys. Most of my time is
dedicated to providing better access to the judicial system and to
providing educational and experience to young girls and women
who want to pursue law as a career,” Owens said.
Owens has worked to improve
access to justice since she was
a law school student at George
Washington University. She
worked for two years as a law
clerk at a Washington, D.C., Legal Services elderly law clinic.
Her first job after she was admitted to the Bar in 1979 was as a
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YMCA opens three indoor
tracks to keeps seniors cool
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Metropolitan YMCAs of
Mississippi is opening three indoor tracks to senior citizens as
a free community service this
summer. Beginning immediately
throughout August, indoor tracks
at the Clinton, Downtown and
Flowood facilities will be open
from 1:30-4 p.m. to those older
than 60 years of age.
No matter what your age, Mississippi’s heat can be dangerous
if proper precautions aren’t taken.
The air gets thick, asphalt turns

sticky and a walk to the corner
can feel like an ordeal. But if you
are a senior citizen, hot weather
can be much more than just a nuisance.
Several factors make senior
citizens especially vulnerable to
hot weather. Older bodies do not
respond as quickly to changes
in heat and could cause a senior
to be unaware that their body
temperature is too high – since
they are slower to break a sweat.
Medications commonly prescribed to seniors can affect the

body’s ability to cool down such
as motion sickness drugs and
blood pressure medications.
“So many seniors need to
maintain a routine of cardiovascular exercise a few times a week
for their health,” said YMCA
CEO David Reeves. “We want
to give them the opportunity to
continue that routine safely and
avoid the peak temperatures in
the afternoon. We also have professional wellness staff to watch
for signs that a senior might need
medical assistance while exercis-

ing. An added benefit will be the
opportunity for increased social
interaction during the community
walk times.”
The Y hopes to build awareness about the dangers of hyperthermia including knowing the
signs of heat exhaustion and heat
stroke.
Reeves says, “This service is
part of our mission to take care of
one another – one of the most important things we can do for our
seniors in this heat is to check on
them.”

Father indicted in hot car death of daughter
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By Emily Wagster Pettus
The Associated Press
A Mississippi man has been
indicted for manslaughter several weeks after his 8-month-old
daughter died in his hot car while
he worked.
Joshua Blunt’s attorney, Carlos
Moore, said Blunt was notified of
the indictment Tuesday and appeared before a judge in Grenada
County to plead not guilty.
Circuit Judge George Mitchell set a $15,000 bond for the
25-year-old Blunt, and Blunt
was sent to the Grenada County
jail Tuesday evening. Moore said
people close to Blunt were trying
to raise money to post his bail.
“I’m shocked,” Moore told
The Associated Press. “I am glad
it’s not a murder indictment. I still
intend to vigorously defend him
on these charges.”
Blunt’s baby, Shania Rihanna
Caradine, died May 19, eight
days after another young child

died in a hot car in another Mississippi county. The mother in the
other case was not arrested and
has not been charged. The two
counties have different district attorneys, but Moore questions the
difference in how the cases are
being handled.
“It’s unfortunate that there
seems to be two systems of justice in Mississippi and across
America,” Moore said.
Moore said he doesn’t know
whether the disparity is because
of race or because of economic
status. His client is black and not
wealthy, Moore said. The family
in the other case is white, and the
child had attended a day care center in a relatively affluent suburb
of Jackson.
Blunt went to work at a Grenada restaurant on the morning of
May 19, then took a break to pick
up his girlfriend and their baby,
Moore said in a May 23 interview.
Blunt took his girlfriend to her

work at a fast-food restaurant and
was supposed to drop off the baby
at his girlfriend’s mother’s house.
Moore said Blunt “intended to
take the child to the grandmother’s
house, but somehow he forgot.”
Blunt went back to work for
about four hours, and when he
and a colleague went to his car,
the colleague discovered the unresponsive baby in the back seat,
Moore said. They took Shania
inside the restaurant and put cool
towels on her to await an ambulance that took her to the University of Mississippi Medical
Center Grenada. Grenada County
Deputy Coroner Jo Morman said
physicians at the hospital tried
unsuccessfully for hours to revive
the baby.
Blunt was arrested after his
daughter died and was initially
charged with second-degree murder.
He posted a $250,000 bail to
leave jail in time for her funeral.

Moore said a city prosecutor had
pledge to reduce Blunt’s charge
to misdemeanor culpable negligence, which would carry a maximum of one year in the county
jail, if convicted. Instead, the district attorney - a higher-ranking
prosecutor - brought the felony
charge with a conviction punishable by two to 20 years in prison.
Janette Fennell, founder and
president of the Kansas-based
KidsAndCars.Org, said that between 1990 and 2015, charges
were brought in 45.5 percent of
cases involving the deaths of
children in hot cars in the U.S.,
and no charges were brought in
44.5 percent of cases. It was unknown if charges were brought
in the remaining 10 percent of
cases, she said.
The group’s figures show there
were 706 cases of children dying
in hot cars for those 25 years, although some cases involved multiple deaths.
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Adjutant General Collins of Mississippi to retire;
Brigadier General Boyles named as replacement
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Maj. Gen. Augustus L. Collins, the adjutant general of
Mississippi, has announced his
retirement from the Mississippi
National Guard, effective Aug.
31. Brig. Gen. Janson D. Boyles
will take over the position of adjutant general on Sept. 1.
Collins was appointed as
the adjutant general on Jan. 11,
2012, by Gov. Phil Bryant. He
currently oversees the Mississippi Military Department and
serves as commander of the Mississippi Army and Air National
Guard. The Booneville native
ends his time in uniform with 35
years of service to Mississippi
and the nation.
“I can truly say that I’ve had
the best job in the world,” said
Collins. “Being able to work
with the best soldiers, airmen,
and civilians this country has to
offer has been a rewarding experience that will never be forgotten.”
“Leon Collins has been a great

Collins

Boyles

leader for the Mississippi Military Department and the men
and women of the Mississippi
National Guard. Gen. Collins is
a soldier’s soldier,” Bryant said.
“He has led with distinction and
a devotion to his troops and their
families. We wish him all the
best in his future endeavors.”
“I’m honored the governor
would select me for the position of adjutant general. To have
the opportunity to lead a group

of men and women who I admire for their commitment to a
cause greater than themselves is
humbling,” Boyles said. “I look
forward to following a man I
consider to be an outstanding
military leader.”
Collins’ career began in March
1977 as a private with the Mississippi Army National Guard’s
Company B, 1st Battalion, 198th
Armor Regiment. In July 1980,
he completed Officer Candidate

School and served in command
and staff positions on the company, battalion, and brigade levels.
He also served on the adjutant
general’s primary staff as a traditional and active Guard – Reserve Soldier.
Collins served on active duty
in Operations Desert Shield
and Storm, and commanded the
155th Armored Brigade Combat Team during Operation Iraqi
Freedom from 2004–2006. It
was the largest mobilization of
Mississippi troops since World
War II.
He was promoted to brigadier
general on May 10, 2005 in Iraq,
making him the first African
American to attain the rank of
general officer in the history of
the Mississippi National Guard.
He was promoted to his present
rank following his appointment
as adjutant general in 2012.
Boyles’ career began in 1982
and he has 34 years of commissioned service. In 2005, he
served as the executive officer

for the 168th Engineer Group in
the Mississippi National Guard
during Hurricane Katrina recovery and rebuilding efforts.
In 2009, Boyles served in Afghanistan with the 168th Engineer Brigade of the Mississippi
National Guard. Recently, he has
served 2015-2016 in Kosovo as
chief of staff of KFOR Forces, a
NATO Division deployed as part
of Operation Joint Guardian.
“General Boyles is unequivocally the best officer to serve as
adjutant general of the Mississippi National Guard. His past
performance as a senior leader
of the Guard has proven my reliance in him and my trust in his
abilities,” Gov. Bryant said. “He
has commanded at all levels and
has developed outstanding planning and managerial skills, as
evidenced by his successful career.”
A native of Jackson, Boyles
graduated from Mississippi State
University where he received his
bachelor of science degree in en-

gineering in 1982 and in 2005 he
received his master’s degree in
strategic studies from the United
States Army War College.
Boyles and wife Robin have
two adult sons and attend Christ
United Methodist Church.
“Many of the National Guard
soldiers who serve as I have,
value our time in uniform working alongside peers, leaders and
soldiers to train on difficult tasks
in difficult environments, deploy to put that training to test,
and experience a successful accomplishment of both,” Boyles
said. “As the adjutant general,
I’ll have the opportunity to continue influencing our training to
prepare us for future missions
abroad and natural disasters here
at home. Most importantly, my
responsibility will be to provide
for the soldiers and their families
who we so value.”
Retirement ceremony details
for Collins are forthcoming and
will be released as soon as they
are available.

Court reinstates
order against
Watkins
Development

Mississippi Link Newswire
On June 28, the Mississippi Court of Appeals
handed down a decision reinstating a Secretary
of State 2014 final order in the matter of Watkins Development, LLC and David Watkins, individually. The court found Watkins committed
four violations of the Mississippi Securities Act
and also imposed penalties and remedies as a
result of these violations.
“We are pleased the Mississippi Court of
Appeals reinstated the original order issued by
our Agency,” says Secretary of State Delbert
Hosemann. “Yet again, this is another example
of how the Secretary of State’s Office protects
Mississippians, their investments and enforces
Mississippi’s securities laws.”
In August 2010, Watkins formed Retro Metro,
LLC for the purpose of revitalizing the former
Belk Building of the Metrocenter Mall. Watkins, as manager of Retro Metro, LLC, entered
into a development agreement with Watkins Development to undertake the design-build project. The development agreement provided Watkins Development be paid a flat fee of $500,000
plus 25 percent of the project costs (a minimum
of $1.125 million). The construction costs for
the project were estimated to be $2.5 million.
Watkins worked to secure bond financing,
and the bond documents representing the proceeds of the bonds were to be used to revitalize the first floor of the Belk Building. The bond
documents did not disclose the $1.125 million
financial liability of Retro Metro to Watkins Development.
On April 12, 2011, the financing was finalized
and on the same day, Watkins wrote distribution
checks totaling $400,000 (40 times initial contributions) to the six members of Retro Metro.
On June 8, 2011, Watkins wired $587,084.34
from the Retro Metro checking account to a real
estate closing account for an unrelated project of
Watkins Development. The bond repayment for
the project defaulted in April 2012 and has remained one payment in default since said time.
“I am very pleased with the court’s decision
to affirm the Secretary of State’s final order,”
says Leroy Walker, partner of RetroMetro,
LLC. “The Secretary of State’s Office has been
extremely professional in their due diligence
in this matter and I am very appreciative. The
three remaining partners were committed to fulfilling their obligation to finish the build-out for
the city of Jackson borrowing $1.5 million to
complete the project. This is a very good day for
the partnership. This ruling further assists us in
completing our goal for revitalizing the Metrocenter Mall.”
The Secretary of State’s 2014 final order
found Watkins and Watkins Development failed
to disclose the substantial financial liabilities of
Retro Metro and had taken $587,000 of Retro
Metro, LLC funds designated to renovate the
Belk building. These funds were used to purchase property in Meridian for an unrelated
project of Watkins Development, in violation of
Miss. Code Ann. § 75-71-501, Article 5 Fraud
and Liabilities, of the Mississippi Securities Act
of 2009.
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3rd annual Neon Nights benefits
Mississippi Children’s Museum
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Children’s
Museum Partners present the
third annual Neon Nights at 7
-11 p.m. July 23, presented by
Metropolitan Bank and Horne,
LLP.
Guests will enter the museum
and the Literacy Garden for a
night of food truck favorites, signature drinks and live music to
benefit the museum.
The annual, sizzlin’ summer
fundraiser for young adults,
Neon Nights, will be hosted by
MCM Partners.
The event will include live
music, food truck favorites including Lurney D’s Grill and
Hog Heaven BBQ, signature
drinks and giveaway prizes.
Hear music from the Mustache
Band near MCM’s Literacy Garden outdoors and explore the
museum inside.Tickets are available in advance and on the night

of the event. Identification will
be checked at the door to ensure
attendees are 21 and older.
“MCM Partners are really excited to bring back this event,”
says MCM’s director of Development Emily Hoff. “Last
year, we had an overwhelming
turnout and we hope to do the
same again. The Neon Nights
committee has planned an exciting event. We are grateful to
our sponsors and supporters to
make this a great night for young
professionals in the Jackson area
who care about MCM, its initiatives and the children it inspires
across the state.”
MCM Partners is the museum’s volunteer organization,
with a special group of young
professionals ages 21-35, which
aims to support and fundraise for
MCM so that it may continue its
efforts of providing unparalleled
experiences that ignite a thirst

for discovery, knowledge and
learning in all children.
The co-chairs for the 2016
Neon Nights committee are Nicole Rinaldi and Amye Bell.
Neon Nights is presented by
Horne, LLP and Metropolitan
Bank.
MCM and the Neon Nights
committee want to thank the following sponsors for generously
supporting this event: Cathead
Distillery; Adcock & Morrison,
PLLC; BKD, LLP; Southern
Farm Bureau Life Insurance
Company; StorageMax Northtown; Tabor Law Firm, P.A.;
Coomes Vending.
Tickets available on MCM’s
website,
www.mschildrensmuseum.com.
For more information about
becoming an MCM Partner or
supporting the museum, visit
www.mschildrensmuseum.com/
supportus.

Hospital honors Eubanks
for 20 years of service
Mississippi State Hospital recently honored employees
with June anniversary dates for their years of service. Kimberly Eubanks of Byram was recognized for providing 20
years of service to the hospital. Eubanks is a supervisor in
the Beauty/Barber Services Department.
Service Awards are given to employees in the month of
their date of hire, beginning with one year and followed by
every fifth anniversary year.
Employees receive a certificate of pppreciation and a service award pin. The program is sponsored by Friends of Mississippi State Hospital Inc.

VSA’s The Art of Dance opens July 7
in Mississippi Arts Center

Jackson Medical Mall Foundation
to host Back to School Jam for the Arts
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson Medical Mall
Foundation will host its first
JumpStart Back to School Jam
celebrating the arts from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. July 16.
The event will feature national recording artist, actor and entertainer, Jacob Latimore. Other
activities scheduled include a
celebrity meet and greet, school
supply giveaway, free health
screening and a visual art contest and talent showcase in
which students can compete for

cash prizes.
“We want to create opportunities for meaningful youth,
community, and civic engagement at the Jackson Medical
Mall that would tie together
all facets of the Foundation’s
mission,” says executive director Primus Wheeler Jr. “While
Jumpstart is the foundation’s
first back to school jam for
the arts, we hope that this is
the launch of an annual event
that caters to youth and young
people throughout the state of

NEWS BRIEFS

IMS Logistics recruits through
Jobs for Jacksonians on July 8
The city of Jackson’s Jobs for Jacksonians program will hold a
recruiting session at 10 a.m. July 8, in the conference room of the
Department of Personnel Management at the Metrocenter Mall. IMS
Logistics will recruit applicants interested in forklift operator and material handler positions.
More than 100 positions are available. Training will be provided for
new hires.

Starting pay wage is $9 per hour.

Each week, major companies are invited for the purpose of interviewing and potentially hiring prospective candidates.
Jobs for Jacksonians is an initiative created to provide accessible
information on employment opportunities for city of Jackson residents.
For job seekers, this program offers an array of services and training
opportunities to assist participants.
In addition to the recruiting sessions, the program offers job readi-
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Mississippi.”
This event is sponsored by
Magnolia Health Plan, United
Health Care, The Difference
Group LLC, Mississippi Paralysis Association (MPA), Comcast and Outfront Magazine.
All activities are free and
open to the public.
Celebrity Meet and Greet
tickets are also available at
Eventbrite in limited quantities.
For more information, contact Fallon Brewster at (601)
982-8467 ext. 13.

An Artists Reception will be held from 5-7 p.m. July 7 in the upstairs atrium of the Mississippi Arts Center
to open “The Art of Dance,” a show by the Community Art Group of VSA Mississippi. Dance-inspired art,
including several pieces painted from photographs of competitors in the 2014 USA International Ballet Competition, will be featured. The exhibit will hang through July 31 and is a collaborative effort of VSA, the State
Organization on Arts and Disability and the USA IBC. It is held in conjunction with the USA IBC’s 2016 Grand
Prix Reunion Gala, presenting Nina Ananiashvili and the State Ballet of Georgia in performance July 16, at
Thalia Mara Hall. Among the VSA artists who will show their work are (from left) Terry Turman, Levernon Perry,
Demetrius Williams and FreddieWright. For more information, call the USA IBC at (601) 355-9853, ext. 3.

ness workshops, job search and placement assistance and an annual
job fair.
Other services, such as assistance with writing a professional resume, leadership and professional development and interviewing improvement techniques, are also available.
For more information, contact Jonathan Barnett, (601) 960-0377.

PERS seeks nominations for IHL
employee representative
The Public Employees’ Retirement System of Mississippi is seeking
candidate nominations and petitions for its Board of Trustees Institutions of Higher Learning employee representative for the term beginning Jan.1, 2017, and running through Dec. 31, 2022.
Candidates must be IHL employees and active PERS members with
at least 10 years of creditable service. Candidate nomination petitions
must be signed by at least 25 active PERS members working for any
of Mississippi IHLs.
Nomination forms, petitions and a cover letter with a complete election schedule are available on the PERS website, www.pers.ms.gov.

The Mississippi Link [USPS 017224] is published weekly
by The Mississippi Link, Inc. Offices located at 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. Mailing address is
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307 or e-mail us
at: editor@mississippilink.com; Please visit our website
at: www.mississippilink.com. Phone: (601) 896-0084, Fax
896-0091, out of state 1-800-748-9747. Periodical Postage Rate Paid at Jackson, MS.
Deadline: The deadline for submitting items to be considered for publication is Tuesday at 10 a.m.
Subscriptions are $32 per year; $64 for two years or $96
for three years.
Postmaster:
Send all address changes to The Mississippi Link,
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307.
Advertising: For all advertising information,
please call (601) 896-0084.
The Mississippi Link accepts no responsibility for unsolicited materials and in general does not return them
to sender. Manuscripts and photographs submitted for
publication are welcome by The Mississippi Link, but no
responsibility can be taken for sources considered to be
authoritative, because the publication cannot guarantee
their accuracy. Reproduction or use, without permission,
of editorial or graphic content, is prohibited.

Deadline for receipt of completed nomination forms and petitions is 5
p.m. July 29. Ballots for these elections will be cast from Sept. 7 - Oct.
7, and the Board will certify the election results at its regularly scheduled meeting Oct. 25.
The 10-member Board includes the state Treasurer, a gubernatorial
appointee who is a member of PERS, two PERS retirees, two state
employees, and one representative each of public schools and community/junior colleges, Institutions of Higher Learning, counties, and
municipalities. With the exception of the state Treasurer and the gubernatorial appointee, board members are elected to staggered sixyear terms.

Jackson Zoo’s annual Ice Cream
Safari planned for weekend
The Jackson Zoo will have its annual Ice Cream Safari July 9.
The event will feature local media celebrities and special guests as
they show off their personalities while scooping favorite Blue Bunny
flavors for votes.
Other activities include face painting, carousel rides, train rides,
splash pad, bounce houses, a dunking booth and more.
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Entergy offers tips to save
on electric bill, stay cool
Mississippi Link Newswire
The heat is on. While summer temperatures are reaching
sweltering levels outside, you
can stay one step ahead of their
effect on your energy bill by
implementing some simple and
efficient solutions inside your
home or business.
“Triple-digit temperatures are
affecting most Mississippians,
and while the first reaction is to
crank down the A/C, remember
that heating and cooling costs
make up more than half of your
monthly energy bill,” said Robbin Jeter, Entergy Mississippi
vice president of customer service. “By taking energy-efficient measures now, your air
conditioner will run less and
that, in turn, will help keep your
bill down as the summer heat
continues.”
Top ways to save energy and
keep your costs lower without
sacrificing comfort are:
Get your A/C inspected.
Inspectors can make sure your
system is leak-free and operat-

ing as efficiently as possible.
Entergy Mississippi customers
can sign up for the Entergy Solutions residential tune-up program and get incentives of up
to $100 on an air-conditioning
tuneup. Also, don’t forget about
air filters – some units require
monthly cleaning or replacing.
Set your thermostat at 78
degrees or the highest comfortable temperature. Every
degree lower than 78 can raise
your bill as much as 3 percent.
So if you crank down the A/C to
a cooler 72 degrees, you’ve already increased your bill by 18
percent.
Buy a programmable thermostat. As energy usage rises,
costs also rise. If you spend
most of your day outside of the
house, set your thermostat to automatically shut off or raise the
A/C setting when you’re away.
Use fans to cool off, but remember – fans cool people, not
rooms. Ceiling fans, box fans
and oscillating fans use very
little electricity and circulate the

air, which helps you feel several
degrees cooler. Just remember
to turn them off when you leave
the room.
Close blinds, shades and
curtains to keep the sun out and
the cool air in. Also, close air
conditioning vents in rooms that
are not in use.
Seal cracks and holes
around doors, windows and
duct work. Weather stripping
and caulk will help keep the
cold air inside the house and the
hot air outdoors.
“We also encourage you to
visit entergy.com/savemoney
to access a slew of energysaving tips and calculators that
will help you determine the
best cost-cutting scenarios to
suit your lifestyle,” said Jeter.
“And to avoid the billing spikes
that extreme temperatures can
bring, we suggest you sign up
for Level Billing if you haven’t
already done so. That way, you
can better control your monthly
budget.”
Customers can also take

advantage of a variety of energy-efficiency programs and
services through our Entergy
Solutions program, which offers
ways to help you lower your energy bill and find new ways to
save energy – and money – at
your home or business.
Entergy Mississippi helps
low-income, disabled and elderly customers struggling to pay
their electricity bills through
its customer-assistance fund,
The Power to Care. The Power
to Care is administered by The
Salvation Army and funded by
Entergy employees, customers
and shareholders.
Bill pay assistance is also
available through the federal
Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program. Through
these programs, in 2015 more
than $5.6 million in assistance
was provided to 25,835 Entergy
Mississippi customers.
For information on getting
assistance or to contribute to
The Power to Care, visit entergy-mississippi.com.

5 Tupelo businesses cited
for selling alcohol to minors
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Attorney
General’s Alcohol and Tobacco
Enforcement Division in conjunction with the Tupelo Police
Department recently conducted
alcohol and beer compliance
checks in Tupelo resulting in
the issuance of five citations
for selling alcohol to minors,
Attorney General Jim Hood announced July 5.
“As both Attorney General
and the father of three, I strongly believe we all have a vested
interest in the fight against underage drinking,” Hood said.
“The time to address underage
drinking is before it comes into
court as an alcohol-fueled assault or a car crash that takes
the life of a loved one.”
Under Mississippi law, any
person selling alcohol to a person younger than 21 can face

a fine of up to $500, up to six
months in jail, or both. Any
place of business making a sale
of beer to an underage person
can be fined and/or face administrative charges. For a first
offense, a retailer may be fined
not less than $500 but not more
than $1,000 and/or be prohibited from selling beer for three
months.
For a second offense occurring within 12 months of the
first offense, a retailer faces
a fine of not less than $500
but not more than $1,500 and
may be prohibited from selling beer for six months. For a
third offense occurring within
12 months of the first offense,
a retailer faces a fine of not less
than $1,000 but not more than
$5,000 and may be prohibited
from selling beer for one year.
“The law simply states that it

is illegal in Mississippi to sell
alcohol to anyone under the
age of 21,” Hood said. “At the
heart of this law is the safety of
our children, and we must each
do our part to prevent minors’
from having access to alcohol.”
The following businesses in
Tupelo received citations when
checked for compliance on selling alcohol to minors:
Mugshots, 374 E Main St.;
Rita’s Grill Bar, 789 Moncrief
Building; Kyoto Japanese
Steakhouse, 1044 Commonwealth Blvd.; Chili’s Grill and
Bar, 3196 N Gloster St.; and
Fast Lane 1, 3914 N Gloster St
The following businesses in
Tupelo did not receive a citation when checked for compliance on selling alcohol to minors:
Blue Canoe, 2006 N Gloster St.; Fairpark Grill, 343 E

Main St.; Outback Steakhouse,
1348 N Gloster St.; and Stables
Downtown Grill, 206 N Spring
St..
“We appreciate the good
working relationship we have
with the Attorney General’s
Alcohol and Tobacco Enforcement Unit and will continue to
combat underage drinking and
the selling of alcohol to minors
in Tupelo,” Tupelo Police Chief
Bart Aguirre said. “I encourage
our retailers to obey the law and
always check IDs as we continue to do everything we can to
try and keep alcohol out of the
hands of our kids.”
During the past fiscal year,
the Attorney General’s Alcohol
and Tobacco Enforcement Unit
has conducted more than 6,677
alcohol compliance checks with
208 buys for a 3.12 percent buy
rate across the state.

UnitedHealthcare launches July
dates for ‘Farm to Fork’ program
Project features free locally grown produce for
UnitedHealthcare Community Plan members
Mississippi Link Newswire
UnitedHealthcare
Community Plan of Mississippi
and Alcorn State University
Extension Program are partnering again to distribute
farm-fresh produce to community residents in food deserts throughout the state.
Each summer, UnitedHealthcare Community Plan
and Alcorn State University
Extension Program provide
free bags of farm-fresh produce to Community Plan
members enrolled in the CHIP
and MississippiCAN programs.
Mississippi ranked 49th in
the nation for overall health,
and more than 35-percent of
Mississippi adults are considered obese, according to the
2015 America’s Health Rankings report. Healthy and nutritious food can be difficult to
access in some geographical
areas.

The Farm to Fork Program
was developed to address this
issue and provide a good start
for healthier eating among
people who are at risk of obesity, heart disease and certain
cancers. The alliance between
Alcorn and UnitedHealthcare
brings preventive health to the
forefront and gives members
the option of eating healthy
by offering the produce at no
cost. Produce is available on a
first-come, first-served basis.
To learn more about the
Community Plan of Mississippi and how to enroll in the
CHIP and MississippiCAN
programs, visit www.uhccommunityplan.com/ms.
Dates and locations of distributions are as follows:
Jones County
July 7, from 1 p.m.- 3 p.m.
Laurel (Family Health Center, Inc.), 117 S 11th Ave. in
Laurel

Lauderdale County
July 12, from 1-3
Meridian (Multi-County
Community Service Agency),
2906 St. Paul St. in Meridian
Delta – Bolivar/Coahoma/
Washington Counties
July 13, from 10 a.m. - noon
Mound Bayou (Delta Health
Center), 702 Martin Luther
King Road in Mound Bayou
Forrest County
July 14 from 1:30 - 3:30
p.m.
Hattiesburg (The Train Depot), 308 Newman St. in Hattiesburg
Lee County
July 19, from 1-3 p.m.
Tupelo (The Link Centre),
1800 W Main St. in Tupelo
Rankin County
July 20, from 10 a.m. to
noon

Brandon (Family Health
Care Clinic), 1551 W Government St. in Brandon
Desoto County
July 21, from1-3 p.m.
Southaven (Brown Missionary Baptist Church – Annex),
742 Stateline Road in Southaven
Jackson County
July 26, from 1-3 p.m.
Moss Point (Coastal Family
Health), 4770 Amoco Drive in
Moss Point
Madison County
July 27, from 10 a.m. to
noon
Canton (GA Carmichael),
1668 W Peace St. in Canton
Warren County
July 28, from 4-6 p.m.
Vicksburg (Shape-Up Sisters), 3215 Plaza Drive in
Vicksburg
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Six films chosen
to tour Mississippi
Mississippi Link Newswire
Crossroads Film Society, Millsaps College and the Mississippi
Film Office, in conjunction with
South Arts in Atlanta, has announced details about six films
selected to tour Mississippi as
part of the 2016-2017 Southern Circuit Tour of Independent
Filmmakers.
“Our 2016-2017 slate of
Southern Circuit films includes
thought-provoking documentaries, inspiring dramatic narratives
and an amusing experimental
film,” said Teresa Hollingsworth,
senior director of Film and Traditional Arts for South Arts. “We
are excited to screen this impressive collection of films. Audiences will discover the work of an
incredible group of filmmakers.”
The films and filmmakers will
tour in Mississippi from September to November 2016 and
February to April 2017. Films,
which will be free for the public, are scheduled for Wednesday
evenings at Millsaps College
with possible partnership screenings at other locations to be announced.
More than 400 films from
throughout the country were reviewed by a panel of industry
experts. Final selections were
determined by screening partners
who will present films in their
communities.
Details of the films include:
TYRUS, by Pamela Tom,is
a feature-length documentary
film that tells the unlikely story
of 105-year old Chinese American artist Tyrus Wong, and how
he overcame poverty and racism
to become a celebrated modernist painter, Hollywood sketch
artist, and ‘Disney Legend’ for
his groundbreaking work on the
classic animated film, Bambi.
Almost Sunrise, by Michael
Collins, follows the transformative journey of two young veterans of the Iraq war on an epic
trek across the United States, as
they struggle to regain their hu-

manity while resisting the pull of
suicide.
6 Angry Women, by Sridhar
Reddy, reminiscent of the film
12 Angry Men, this film with an
improvised script presents the
jury deliberation of six women,
strangers brought together by
their civic duty, each seeking to
do the right thing in the aftermath
of the shooting of an unarmed
African-American teenager by a
white neighborhood watchman.
Mind/Game: The Unquiet Journey of Chamique Holdsclaw,by
Rick Goldsmith, tells the compelling story of basketball phenom Chamique Holdsclaw, the
“female Michael Jordan,” from
her rise to WNBA stardom to
her struggle with mental illness
and the strength she called on to
speak out about it.
Maya Angelou: And Still I
Rise, by Bob Hercules and Rita
Coburn Whack, is the first feature documentary to tell the full
story of the incomparable Maya
Angelou and takes viewers on an
incredible and unforgettable journey through the life and times of
a true American icon.
The If Project, by Kathlyn
Horan, follows a group of inmates
incarcerated in a maximum-security women’s prison who are part
of a writing workshop co-created
by a Seattle police detective and
a repeat offender serving a nineyear sentence.
Details of all film screenings
and filmmakers who will be in
attendance will be promoted in
advance of each monthly screening. All screenings are free to the
public.
The Southern Circuit Tour of
Independent Filmmakers is a
program of South Arts. Southern
Circuit screenings are funded in
part by a grant from South Arts
in partnership with the National
Endowment for the Arts.
For more information contact Robbie Fisher (Crossroads)
(601) 941-1865, or John Sewell
(Millsaps) (601) 974-1019.

Governor’s Arts Awards
nomination application
deadline extended
Mississippi Link Newswire
The deadline for the Governor’s Arts Awards has been extended to 5 p.m. Aug. 15.
The Governor’s Arts Awards
ceremony is presented each year
by the Mississippi Arts Commission in partnership with the Governor’s Office and signifies the
important relationship between
government and the arts.
Established in 1988, the Governor’s Arts Awards recognize
those who made noteworthy
contributions to, or achieved artistic excellence in the state of
Mississippi. Schools, businesses,
organizations, arts initiatives, and
events are eligible in addition to
individual artists and supporters
of the arts. Notable past recipients
include B.B. King, the Center for
the Study of Southern Culture

and the USA International Ballet
Competition.
“Every year the Arts Commission encourages the public and
our arts partners to take the time
to nominate exceptional arts leaders around the state,” said Malcolm White, executive director
of MAC. “The Governor’s Arts
Awards gives these leaders the
recognition they deserve while
also showcasing the rich arts culture in Mississippi.”
First-time
applicants
are
strongly encouraged to call and
speak with Melia Dicker, communications director of MAC,
regarding inquires before submission of an application.
Complete application criteria
and forms are available on MAC’s
website at www.arts.ms.gov or by
calling (601) 359-6030.
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Summer program serves up food for thought
UMMC News
Mary Katherine Kearce sat
on the floor with her young students for the afternoon.
“If you’re a tightrope walker,
what do you have to have?” the
fourth-year medical student at
the University of Mississippi
Medical Center, holding out her
arms like a circus performer,
asked the collection of children
at the Greenwood-LeFlore Library.
“Balance!” said Kylei Jackson.
“Yes,” chimed in Dr. Susan
Buttross, UMMC professor of
pediatrics and medical director
of the Center for the Advancement of Youth, “and you can’t
have balance without the cerebellum.” She pointed to the corresponding part on a model of
a brain she passed to the kids,
getting oohs and ahhs from the
elementary-school audience.
Neal Boone, like Kearce, a
fourth-year medical student,
fielded questions and distributed worksheets.
The brainy lesson was food
for thought for about 50 children who attended Summer
Food Rocks, a program volunteers from UMMC ranging
from physicians to students
help operate.
Organized by the Mississippi
chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, the program
just finished its second year of

Dr. Susan Buttross lets Kylei Jackson and Kendra Griffin get an up-close look at a model of
the human brain during Summer Food Rocks. Looking on is library volunteer Trasity Totten. Students in Summer Food Rocks get a look at a model of the brain.
June afternoons at the Greenwood-Leflore Library following meals provided by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s
Summer Food Service Program
at other sites in the city.
The USDA program provides
healthy lunches on weekdays
to low-income children during summer months, when they
miss out on breakfasts and midday meals at school.
“Summer Food Rocks is designed to share information
with children about healthy eating and how our bodies work,”
said Shelonda Henderson,
program director of Summer
Food Rocks. “They get lessons
on healthy living, exercise,
arts and crafts; they check out
books for summer reading, and

they get to try foods they might
not normally eat.”
One afternoon, instead of
going to potato chips for a
crunchy snack, kids were dipping carrots, celery and cucumber in ranch dressing. “And
they loved it,” Henderson said.
Summer Food Rocks got
its start in 2015, when the national American Academy of
Pediatrics wanted to address
childhood poverty and obesity,
which can happen when lowerincome families, to stretch their
dollars, buy cheaper foods that
are higher in calories than fresh
vegetables and lean proteins,
which cost more, said Dr. Jonathan Shook, president of the
state’s AAP chapter and a University of Mississippi School

of Medicine alumnus who finished his pediatric residency at
UMMC in 2006.
Mississippi’s rates of childhood poverty and childhood
obesity have been among the
highest in the nation, according
to U.S. Census Bureau and U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention studies.
Dr. Randy Henderson, a
neonatologist at Forrest General Hospital in Hattiesburg and
Memorial Hospital in Gulfport
and immediate past president
of the state AAP chapter, said
organizers talked with Greenwood area pediatricians to find
out their needs. More nutrition
information and improving
children’s reading skills were
on their wish list.

“We wanted to create a summer program to address these
areas,” Henderson said, “and
we’re grateful to UMMC for
their physicians’ and students’
support.”
In different corners of the library on June afternoons, kids
jumped rope, painted or won
prizes for answering questions
such as, “Is it healthier to ride
the elevator or walk up the
stairs?” Answering “walk up
the stairs” got a student a Frisbee.
Beside the bookshelves of
adventure stories, feeding the
frontal lobe, the temporal lobe
and the medulla oblongata was
a topic of discussion among
Buttross, Kearce, Boone and
their students, who ranged in

age from 6 to 13.
“Vegetables are really, really good for the brain,” Buttross told the students. “They
have lots of vitamins that help
the brain work better. Who can
name some vegetables?”
Hands shot up and excited
children answered: “Carrots!”
“Broccoli!” “Tomatoes!” “Celery!”
The importance of other
brain-healthy activities, such
as running, playing, reading
and getting a good night’s sleep
were discussed, and Buttross
said she hopes the lessons lead
to healthy choices at home.
Boone, who, like Kearce, is
interested in pediatrics, agreed.
“This has been so much fun, for
us as well as for the kids.”

Health officials confirm one new Carr on the Governor’s Task Force on
West Nile Virus Case, two new Teacher Preparation for Early Literacy
travel-associated Zika cases
The Mississippi Link Newswire
On July 5, The Mississippi
State Department of Health reports one new human case of
West Nile virus, bringing the
2016 state total to four. The reported case is in Rankin County.
So far this year cases have
been reported in Hinds, Grenada, Lamar, and Rankin counties.
The MSDH only reports laboratory-confirmed cases to the public. In 2015, Mississippi had 38
WNV cases and one death.
The MSDH also reports two
new cases of Zika virus in Mississippi residents who recently
traveled to the Carribbean and
Central America. One case from
DeSoto County had traveled
to Jamaica and one case from
Madison County had traveled to
Guatemala. Three other travelrelated cases occurred earlier
this year.
“The most important thing to
remember is that West Nile virus
is in Mississippi and continues
to be a major health threat,” said
MSDH State Epidemiologist Dr.
Thomas Dobbs. “We are now
in peak West Nile season, and
we advise all Mississippians to

continue to take precautions to
prevent infection as we move
through the late months.”
In previous years, WNV has
been reported from all parts of
the state. All Mississippians are
potentially at risk – not just the
areas where cases are reported.
Symptoms of WNV infection
are often mild and may include
fever, headache, nausea, vomiting, a rash, muscle weakness or
swollen lymph nodes. In a small
number of cases, infection can
result in encephalitis or meningitis, which can lead to paralysis, coma and possibly death.
Zika is a mosquito-borne virus that may cause serious birth
defects if contracted during
pregnancy. Zika virus infection
can cause a mild illness with
symptoms (fever, joint pain,
conjunctivitis or rash) lasting
for several days to a week, but
80 percent have mild symptoms
or no symptoms at all. Death is
very rare. The MSDH strongly
advises pregnant women not to
travel to countries where Zika is
actively being transmitted.
Zika has been seen in parts
of Africa, Southeast Asia, and

some Pacific islands for years,
but has recently been reported
in approximately 30 countries,
mostly in the Caribbean, Central
and South America.
The breed of mosquito that is
spreading Zika – Aedes aegypti
– has not been detected in Mississippi since the early 1990’s.
The MSDH is currently conducting surveillance for Aedes
mosquito populations for every
county in the state.
The MSDH suggests the following precautions to protect
yourself and your environment
from mosquito-borne illnesses:
▪ Use an EPA-registered mosquito repellent that contains
DEET while you are outdoors.
▪ Remove all sources of standing water around your home and
yard to prevent mosquito breeding.
▪ Wear loose, light-colored,
long clothing to cover the arms
and legs when outdoors.
▪ Avoid areas where mosquitoes are prevalent.
For more information on
mosquito-borne illnesses, visit
the MSDH website at www.
HealthyMS.com/westnile.

Mississippi Link Newswire
One of Alcorn State University’s deans has been selected to tackle the issue of
preparing educators to enhance childhood literacy.
Robert Carr, dean of the
Department of Education and
Psychology, was appointed by
Gov. Phil Bryant to serve as
a member of the Governor’s
Task Force on Teacher Preparation for Early Literacy. As
a member of the task force,
Carr and other members will
meet monthly to propose
written policy recommendations by Oct. 31.
Carr looks forward to sharing ideas with other professors to help young students
reach their full potential.
“I am honored to be able to
serve as a member of the Task
Force on Teacher Preparation
for Early Literacy,” said Carr.
“This is a tremendous opportunity to work with professionals that want to improve
opportunities and student success for young people in the
state of Mississippi.”
Because of the research
that Carr has done on the effects of children not reading
at grade level, he stresses the
importance of forming a game

Carr
plan to combat the issue.
“Having K-3rd grade students reading on a grade level
is an extremely important issue for any public school system. Research indicates that
students that are not reading
on grade level by the end of
the third grade are more likely
to drop out of school. Therefore, the issue of literacy is
extremely important.”
Carr notes that with teamwork, the issue of early childhood literacy can be solved.
“I hope to work with taskforce members to help them
understand that in order to ensure the success of K-12 students, public schools and uni-

versities must work together
to achieve this goal. Universities must utilize innovative
training approaches and K-12
schools must provide professional development support
for teachers, while continuously monitoring literacy
growth of their students.”
The Department of Education and Psychology has had
plenty of success over the past
couple of years. Carr credits
his faculty, staff and the support of President Dr. Alfred
Rankins Jr. and Provost and
Executive Vice President for
Academic Affairs Dr. Donzell
Lee for the department’s success.
“The School of Education
and Psychology has been
relatively successful in the
last few years. I attribute the
success of the school to the
wonderful faculty and staff
as well as the support that we
have received from top-level
administration. To be the dean
of this department has been a
wonderful experience. I feel
that I have learned so much
about innovation, accreditation and running a complex
education unit. With that being said, the best is yet to
come.”

Six Mississippi startup companies
Smoke-free ordinances in Mississippi
accepted as suppliers for Walmart.com
Mississippi Link Newswire
Innovate Mississippi announced that six Mississippi
startup companies were accepted as product suppliers for
Walmart.com at the 2016 U.S.
Manufacturing Supplier Summit hosted by Walmart June 28
in Bentonville, Ark.
The summit’s theme, “Investing in American Jobs,”
exemplifies Walmart’s commitment to continue accelerating
the U.S. manufacturing industry by purchasing an additional
$250 billion in U.S. products
by 2023.
The event featured an Open

Call pitch opportunity for new
U.S.-made products with buyers from Walmart, Walmart.
com and Sam’s Club on hand
to meet individually with the
companies.
“What an exciting day at
Walmart’s U.S. Manufacturing Supplier Summit to be here
with the six Mississippi companies when it was announced
they were all approved as
Walmart.com suppliers,” said
attendee Tony Jeff, president
and CEO of Innovate Mississippi. “The potential for these
Mississippi startups is incredible as Walmart.com draws

more than 140 million customers to its website each week.”
The six Mississippi startup
companies are: Beck’s Confections of Ridgeland; Billy’s
Original Foods of Vicksburg;
DeerScaping of Winona; R2PG
of Port Gibson; TheMaxBit
of Clinton; and United Plastic
Molders of Jackson.
“Our work with inventors
and innovators of all kinds has
brought us close to many great
companies, and the six Mississippi companies here have
worked hard for this opportunity,” added Jeff. “Their hard
work is starting to pay off.”

Mississippi Link Newswire
On June 28, during the Mississippi Municipal League
Conference, the Mississippi
State Department of Health’s
Office of Tobacco Control and
Smokefree Mississppi were
recognized as first in the nation
for passing the most smoke-free
air ordinances.
The OTC and Smokefree
Mississippi also recognized
the 18 Mississippi cities that
recently passed smoke-free air
ordinances.
Smokefree Mississippi partners collaborate with the directors and local community
volunteers of the Mississippi
Tobacco-Free Coalitions to target cities which have not imple-

mented an ordinance as part of
a grassroots movement. The
MTFC directors and volunteers
work to educate all Mississippians on the dangers of tobacco
use and exposure to secondhand smoke.
The coalitions are funded by
a grant from the Mississippi
State Department of Health.
“The smoke-free air policies
implemented by 18 Mississippi cities in 2015 will protect
all employees and customers
in businesses and other public
places from the harmful effects of breathing secondhand
smoke.
There is no safe level of secondhand smoke,” said Amy
Winter, director of the Office

of Tobacco Control at the Mississippi State Department of
Health. “Mississippians overwhelmingly support the idea of
smoke-free environments. ”
The Mississippi TobaccoFree Coalitions provide information on the effects of tobacco
use and the benefits of being
tobacco-free, as well as tobacco
cessation information.
The coalitions seek to limit
exposure to secondhand smoke
in all public places and workplaces.
For more information on how
to help your city pass a smokefree ordinance and the dangers
of exposure to secondhand
smoke, visit www.HealthyMS.
com/tobacco.
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Southern Miss Alumni Association JPS alums chosen
to host Big Three summer parties for Mississippi Bar
Mississippi Link Newswire
The University of Southern
Mississippi Alumni Association, in conjunction with the
Department of Athletics and
local alumni chapters, has announced the dates for its annual Big Three Summer Parties
presented by Keesler Federal
Credit Union.
Southern Miss coaches, administrators, athletes, cheerleaders and school mascot Seymour will all be on hand to visit
with fans.
“We anticipate large crowds
of Southern Miss alumni and
fans at each of these parties,
and appreciate the support of
Keesler Federal Credit Union
in making these events possible,” said Jerry DeFatta, executive director of the Southern Miss Alumni Association.

“Head Football coach Jay Hopson, along with his coaching
staff and players, will be in attendance as we kick off another
successful season of Golden
Eagle football.”
33rd Annual Jackson AllStar Party
July 21 from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Mississippi Trade Mart in
Jackson
Admission: $10 per person or
$30 per family; all-inclusive.
Tickets: Visit SouthernMissAlumni.com/AllStarParty2016
or purchase tickets at the door.
Proceeds from this event
benefit the Central Mississippi
Alumni Chapter Scholarship
Fund.
18th Annual Gulf Coast
Beach Bash
July 22 from 6 – 8 p.m.
St. Thomas Community Cen-

ter in Long Beach (adjacent to
the Southern Miss Gulf Park
Campus)
Admission: $15 per person
and $7 per child ages 12 and
under; all-inclusive.
Tickets: Visit SouthernMissAlumni.com/BeachBash2016.
Proceeds from this event
benefit the Gulf Coast Metro
Alumni Chapter Scholarship
Fund.
21st Annual Eagle Fanfare
August 13 from 2 – 4 p.m.
Lake Terrace Convention
Center in Hattiesburg
Admission: $5 per person
or $20 per family and children
ages 6 and younger are admitted for free; food and drinks
will be available for purchase.
Tickets: Available for prepurchase at the Pat Ferlise
Ticket Office on West 4th Street

or by calling 1-800-844-TICK.
Tickets will also be available
for purchase at the door.
Proceeds from this event
benefit the South Central Mississippi Alumni Chapter Scholarship Fund.
During each event, the hosting alumni chapter will recognize their local scholarship
recipients who will begin their
freshman year at Southern
Miss in the fall. Additionally,
Golden Eagle merchandise
will be available for purchase,
and silent auctions will be held
to raise money for scholarship
funds and Eagle Club support.
For additional information
on these events, call the Southern Miss Alumni Association at
(601) 266-5013 or visit SouthernMissAlumni.com/UpcomingEvents.

Leadership Forum

Mississippi Link Newswire
Two JPS alums were selected
for the Mississippi Bar’s Leadership Forum 2016. Murrah graduate Natalie R. King and Forest Hill graduate Alexis Farmer
were among only 20 participants
from across the state selected for
the prestigious opportunity.
The class is made up of Mississippi Bar members who are
residents of Mississippi with
three to 10 years of experience
practicing law.
King was practicing law in
Meridian at the time of her selection and has since moved to
Washington, D.C. Farmer is a
practicing attorney in Oxford.
The mission of the Mississippi Bar’s Leadership Forum
is to prepare Mississippi young

King

lawyers for future opportunities
in leadership roles. Participants
gain skills, knowledge and an
understanding of being effective
leaders in the profession and
community.

Mound Bayou to celebrate Katie Hall Day Valley’s University
College rolls out program
Valley alum authored King holiday bill
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Delta City
of Mound Bayou has designated and will celebrate Katie
Hall Day July 9, in conjunction
with its Annual Founder’s Day
Ceremonies, which will be held
July 8-10.
The Ecumenical Service
hosted by The Honorable Darryl Johnson Sr., mayor of the
city of Mound Bayou, celebrating the life and work of Hall,
will be at noon July 9, at First
Baptist Church, 301 NW Main
Avenue, Mound Bayou. A reception will follow immediately after the Ecumenical Service.
The public is invited to attend
and admission is free.
Mound Bayou located approximately 100 miles south

of Memphis, Tenn. on U.S.
Highway No. 61 was founded
July 12, 1887, by two former
slaves, Isaiah T. Montgomery
and Benjamin T. Green. Both
Montgomery and Green were
once the property of Joseph E.
Davis (brother of Confederate
President Jefferson Davis, who
served during the American
Civil War).
Former United States Rep.
Katie Beatrice Green Hall, representing Gary, Ind., and surrounding communities in the
97th and 98th United States
Congress, was born six miles
east of Mound Bayou in the rural area on April 3, 1938.
Hall spent her formative and
young adult years working in
the cotton fields of Mound Bay-

ou and Bolivar County, even after enrolling in 1955, at nearby
Mississippi Vocational College
now known as Mississippi Valley State University in Itta Bena
to pursue a bachelor of science
degree in political science.
Despite the strict enforcement of Mississippi’s Jim
Crow laws, the Mound Bayou
of Hall’s youth was a thriving
Southern town where African
Americans voted in all elections; the city had its own hospital, credit unions, newspapers
and an assortment of AfricanAmerican owned businesses.
The city of Mound Bayou
was often visited by Tuskegee
Institute President Booker T.
Washington during the early
1900s and was also home to one

of the richest African Americans in Mississippi, Dr. T.R.M.
Howard, who housed reporters
and witnesses during the trial of
Emmet Till’s alleged killers in
the mid-1950s.
In commemoration of the
30th Anniversary of the Martin
Luther King Jr. National Holiday Law Observance (19862016), the city of Mound Bayou will honor Hall – considered
the city’s most famous native
– for authoring and sponsoring
House of Representatives Bill,
H.R. 3706, the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. National Holiday
Law. Hall’s version of the King
Bill was signed into federal law
by Ronald Reagan, 40th President of the United States of
America, Nov. 2, 1983.

JPS to begin online registration for 2016-2017 school
Mississippi Link Newswire
Online registration for new
and returning scholars in Jackson Public School District will
begin July 12.
Parents and guardians must
visit their child’s school to begin
registration.
A new student is any student
entering a JPS school for the
first time. This includes new
pre-kindergarten, kindergarten

or first-time first grade students,
as well as students coming from
public and private schools within or outside of the state of Mississippi.
Parents of pre-K and kindergarten students who registered
during new student registration
held in the spring do not have to
register their students again.
Any student who attended a
JPS school in 2015–2016 is a

returning student.
Parents or guardians must
make an initial visit to the school
of their attendance zone to begin
the online registration process.
Parents can locate their
child’s school attendance zone
by contacting the JPS Office of
Enrollment Services at (601)
960-8852.
Completing online registration requires access to a com-

puter with a connection to the
internet. Computer labs will be
set up at each school for parents who do not have access to
a computer on Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Schools will be closed for lunch
break from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.
Hours will be extended each
Thursday until 6 p.m. to accommodate parents.

MVSU sets date for First Lady’s Luncheon
Mississippi Link Newswire
Celebrating its third year, Mississippi Valley State University
will host its Annual First Lady’s
Scholarship Luncheon on Oct.
20, at the Historic Elk’s Lodge
in Greenwood. The goal of this
event is to bring together alumni
and community members to help
MVSU raise funds for deserving
students in need.
MVSU First Lady Deborah Bynum was able to establish three
scholarships from last year’s
scholarship luncheon,” said Cassandra Krah, manager of special
events and activities.
Since her time at MVSU, Bynum has become passionate about
alleviating the burdens of MVSU
students. She is the first sitting
president’s wife to create scholarships in the University’s 66 year
history.
“With the rising cost of tuition
around the nation, it is important
that we continue to host an annual fundraiser that will assist our
students,” said Bynum. “I am passionate about making sure our stu-

dents have the resources they need
to strive at MVSU and beyond.
Since beginning this luncheon, I
have been overwhelmed and appreciative by the support we have
received from our alumni, local
businesses, and the community for
the luncheon.”
Since its inception, the luncheon
has generated more than $72,000.
The funds are divided into three
categories – merit and need-based
scholarships and an endowment.
The theme for this year’s event
is ‘Giving Back to Move Our Students Forward.’ “Mrs. Bynum and
I decided on the theme, because it
closely relates to this year’s homecoming theme, ‘Back to the Yard.’
The university has launched
a $75,000 campaign for the luncheon. In addition to revenue
earned from ticket sales, the university seeks funds from local
businesses, organizations such as
fraternities and sororities, alumni
chapters, and other financial supporters of the institution.
The luncheon will begin at 11
a.m. Tickets are $60 per person,

and $500 per table – each table
seats eight guests. Tickets can be
purchased at the cashier’s office
and in the Office of University
Advancement.
Hank Stewart, Emmy award
winning poet, will serve as the
keynote speaker. Stewart was inspired to write his first piece titled,
“Can You Hear Me” after hearing
about one of his favorite athlete’s
confession of having HIV.
Stewart strives to continually
empower, educate and motivate
the masses with his accomplished
and effective spoken word poetry,
prose, books, community service
and advocacy. His humanitarian
efforts are seen through The Stewart Foundation, which has created
programs that reach every aspect
of the youth in Atlanta. Over
10,000 youth have been affected
by the foundation’s programming
in areas of health, wellness, education, social and community aspects.
For more information about
the luncheon, contact Cassandra
Krah at (662) 254-3916.

to boost retention

Mississippi Link Newswire
It can be difficult for a freshman to adapt to a collegiate setting, and even after the first year
of college, students are still in
shambles about whether or not
college is right for them.
The University College staff at
Mississippi Valley State University is helping to ease the transition from the first to the second
year of college through its Sophomore Year Experience program.
SYE is a retention tool that is
used to ensure that students develop a connection to the university.
“We tend to spend more time
focusing on the freshmen and seniors,” said Renardo Hall, dean
of University College. “According to research, sophomores are
often the forgotten class.”
Hall said, “Ensuring students’
academic success in the second
year of college is important, because this is the time when students lose sight of the direction
of their career path and when
they typically declare a major.”
To increase and promote
sophomore retention, University
College does academic advising,
hosts workshops and encourages
leadership development.
“SYE is an advocacy and empowerment program,” added
Hall. “Students are given leader-

ship opportunities, community
service experiences, academic
support and enrichment workshops.”
The program has an ‘Academic Success Coach’ component,
which is used to mentor students.
Mentors are assigned as ‘Success
Coaches’ to track and monitor the
attendance and academic progress of all sophomore students.
They also provide intervention
and referral to campus resources,
if needed.
In addition to academics, SYE
also provides incentives and
stimulating activities for the students.
“Every two weeks, we offer workshops on various topics
ranging from interview techniques to academics,” said Hall.
“We also link students with tutorial services and help them to
make connections with their faculty.”
“We want to ensure that our
students successfully matriculate
through college, and although
I am new to this department, I
have already noticed an increase
in student retention,” he added.
SYE received initial funding from the Jessie Ball DuPont
Grant. MVSU will financially
sustain the project through its
operational budget and/or Title
III funds.
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With full-paid tuition, 2016 Gates
Millennium Scholar feels ‘at home’
By Rachel James-Terry
jsumsnews.com
Kialandrea Kilpatrick learned she had
been selected as a 2016 Gates Millennium
Scholar when her mother texted a picture of
the award letter to her phone.
It was an awe-inspiring moment for the
cherub-faced Kilpatrick who says, “I really
started crying because it made me proud and
I know it made my mom proud.”
The United Negro College Fund initiative, financed by the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, set a goal of assisting 20,000
students from low-income backgrounds.
Kilpatrick, who is from Pine Bluff, Ark.,
was selected from 53,000 applicants. Her
class will be the final “cohort of Gates Millennium Scholars.”
This fall, she will major in computer engineering at JSU with a full-paid tuition. Continuing Gates scholars also may request funding for a graduate degree program in one of
the following discipline areas: computer science, education, engineering, library science,
mathematics, public health or science.
Kilpatrick’s arrival to the 175-acre campus
is an accomplishment notwithstanding adversity. Her voice swells with emotion while
explaining her mother’s job loss after undergoing a series of debilitating back surgeries.
“She was still trying to take care of everything and just wanted me to focus on
school. So, I went to school, and I had to
drive myself and made sure I studied,” Kilpatrick said.
A sophomore at the time, Kilpatrick had
to also exercise initiative without her mother
prodding her every step of the way. “I played
softball and was a cheerleader, too, so I had
to make sure I made it to school and practice
on time. It made me more responsible, and I
gained independence at a young age.”
Graduating with a 3.9 GPA from Pine

Kialandrea Kilpatrick, a native of Pine Bluff,
Ark., was selected from 53,000 applicants.
She will major in computer engineering at
Jackson State University. PHOTO BY CHARLES
A. SMITH/JSU

Bluff High School, Kilpatrick was skeptical when her mentor, Dr. Celeste Alexander,
suggested she apply for the Gates Scholarship.
“I looked at the requirements, and I was
like: ‘Mrs. A. I can’t do it,’ said Kilpatrick,
shaking her head.
But Dr. Alexander was not to be dissuaded
and suggested they work through the eight
essay criteria week by week. “Once I started
writing them, I got comfortable and thought,
‘I got this. I can do it,’ ” Kilpatrick said.
Selecting a school was a less trying process for the honor society member, who used
her college tour experiences to make an in-

formed decision.
“Our last stop was Jackson State, and
when I got here it made me feel like I was
at home, so that’s what made me decide to
come here.”
The inviting nature of JSU’s faculty, administration and staff was enough for Kilpatrick to turn down a full scholarship from
the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.
At JSU this summer, she said, “The janitorial staff doesn’t even know me, but two
guys were riding past on a golf cart and
waved. It’s a family-based atmosphere. And,
the Bridge to the Future program – I love it,”
Kilpatrick said.
The program, formerly known as Summer Bridge, was designed to develop and
enhance students’ matriculation through
STEM (science, technology, engineering
mathematics) disciplines. Funded by Institutional Aid Title III, the program covers
students’ tuition, room and board and offers
tutoring among other assisted-learning opportunities during the summer.
Kilpatrick has yet to decide if she wants
to design computer software or develop new
computer concepts. But she is certainly beholden to her participation in Bridge to the
Future to help her make that choice.
“It’s an eye opener. College is totally different from high school. I knew that, but I
get to experience it now. If I didn’t come
to this program and just came in the fall, I
wouldn’t be prepared. … I’m seeing how the
professors are and how the classes work. It’s
a good program.”
Primed for the start of the fall term, Kilpatrick is also ready to radiate the JSU campus with her multi-faceted personality.
“Now that I’m away from home and at
college, I think I’ll open up more and get
involved more in school activities – get to
show people who I really am.”

National social work accrediting body
appoints JSU’s Anderson to 3-year term
The Mississippi Link Newswire
A Jackson State University
social work faculty member has
been appointed to a three-year
term of the national accrediting
body of the Council on Social
Work Education Commission
on Educational Policy, effective
July 1.
Associate professor Brian
Anderson, said, “It is an extreme pleasure and honor to be
appointed as a member of the
Council on Social Work Education’s Commission on Educational Policy. I am tremendously
appreciative of CSWE’s leadership for trusting and affording
me this chance to be a part of
the process for enhancing policies and standards for the betterment of our accrediting body.”
Barbara W. Shank, chair of
the board of directors, told Anderson that, “We believe your
knowledge, experience and talent will further the goals of this
commission.”

Anderson
Anderson has been with the
School of Social Work since
2011 and currently teaches in
the Bachelor of Social Work
Program. Previously, he served
as the BSW program director at
Mississippi College.
The COEP identifies and addresses pedagogical concerns in
social work education, reviews
current CSWE programs that

are related to educational policy
and planning and suggests activities that strengthen and expand CSWE’s leadership role in
matters of education.
As a member of COEP, Anderson will travel to Atlanta
with the commission to the
CSWE Annual Program Meeting in November and also participate in the Spring Governance meeting.
Anderson said, “This appointment allows me the opportunity to be directly involved
with accreditation policies and
standards as it relates to the
reaffirmation process. My recent experience in serving as a
member of CSWE’s Council on
Leadership Development provided me a cursory foundation
to this new appointment.”
Isiah Marshall Jr., associate
dean of the School of Social
Work, said, “This is a wonderful
opportunity for Dr. Anderson
and JSUSSW (Jackson State

University School of Social
Work). The Commission that
Dr. Anderson will serve on has
the responsibility for development and implementation of
accreditation standards for undergraduate and graduate social work programs throughout
the country. The knowledge he
will gain while serving on the
commission will strengthen
our curricula offerings and produce competent social work
practitioners who must meet
the needs of an ever-changing,
global society.”
Ricardo Brown, dean of the
College of Public Service, said,
“Dr. Anderson’s appointment to
the Commission on Educational
Policy by CSWE is not only a
great personal achievement but
is also one that gives programs
like ours, and the communities we serve, an opportunity to
play an important role in shaping curricular standards used to
guide accreditation.”

Staff Appreciation Day held in honor
of deserving staff members at Alcorn
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Staff members at Alcorn State
University convened for a day of
fun, food and professional development.
The 2016 Staff Appreciation
Day was held June 24 in the
James L. Bolden Campus Union
Ballroom. Topics of discussion
included customer service, rejuvenating the mind, body and soul,
overtime regulations, health and
wellness, securing computers and
campus safety.
Director of Academic Advisement Ricky Coleman said that for
him, the best part was the lesson
on customer service.
“I thought it was really well
done,” said Coleman. “I really

enjoyed how much stress was
placed on making sure our customer service is at its best.”
Administrative assistant for
internal audit Tiffany Terrill
thought that the event was a good
way for staff members to come
together.
“I think this event is a great
way for all of the staff members
to mingle and to form bonds,”
said Terrill.
Cora Torrance, a postal clerk
at the University post office, said
that she was very interested in the
health and wellness session. She
said that the information was vital
to her health.
“The session was very informative,” said Torrance. “Some of

Alcorn State University staff were treated to a special day of appreciation and information.
the things that were discussed are
some of the issues I go through
regularly. So listening to information on health issues was very

helpful for me.”
The day concluded with a
cookout at the Dr. Clinton Bristow Jr. dining facility.
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When “The Greatest”
became a Brave: A look
back at Ali’s visit to Alcorn

Ali
The Mississippi Link Newswire
It was the spring semester
on 1974 when then student at
Alcorn State University and
current vice president of Student Affairs Emanual Barnes
Sr. got an up close view of an
icon.
He and some more students
were out on the yard when
they saw former Braves football head coach Marino “The
Godfather” Casem cruise
through their study hall parking lot on the way to the student union. All of a sudden,
the passenger in the vehicle
let down the window, stuck
his head out and jokingly
taunted the students as Casem
drove by. When Barnes saw
the man, he remembers thinking how familiar he looked.
“That looks like Muhammad Ali,” said Barns.
Once the car made it to its
destination, Barnes realized
that the man who playfully
proclaimed that he could whip
him and his friends indeed
was the legendary Muhammad Ali. It was an exciting
moment for Barnes because
it was the first time in his life
that he had been in the presence of a larger than life professional athlete.
He recalls Ali to have been
a man of the people because
of how relaxed he was around
those who were strangers to
him.
“I remember being sur-

prised at how big he was. I
had seen him on television,
but I couldn’t tell that he was
that large.
He loved to have fun and
crack jokes. He had all of us
laughing. He acted like he
knew everyone. He was so
approachable and good with
people. When he would talk
to us, he was so comfortable
that it seemed like he knew us
when actually, he didn’t.”
The former heavyweight
champion of the world made
his first of two visits to Alcorn
during this time to be the keynote speaker at the University’s annual athletic banquet.
According to a press release written by Alice Lewis,
who was the University staff
writer at the time, Ali gave a
thought provoking address
that garnered a standing ovation from about 500 attendees.
His speech included a lesson on friendship, some of his
witty poetry and a prediction
that he would defeat George
Foreman to regain the heavyweight title in their Sept. 30
bout in Africa that year.
Ali defeated Foreman in the
eighth round of the fight that
is known as “The Rumble in
the Jungle.”
After his initial visit, Ali
loved Alcorn so much that he
returned the following year to
speak at the 1975 athletic banquet.

JSU is first public university
to join state treasurer in
starting college savings plan
The Mississippi Link Newswire
State Treasurer Lynn Fitch
and College Savings Mississippi announce a partnership
with Jackson State University
to promote the Mississippi Affordable College Savings Plan
through payroll deduction.
JSU is the first public university to join the Office of
the State Treasurer and College Savings Mississippi in
offering payroll deduction.
Employees now have the opportunity to contribute to
MACS accounts directly from
their paychecks.
“Jackson State is excited to
partner with Treasurer Fitch
and College Savings Mississippi. It is a privilege to be
the first public university participating in the Mississippi
Affordable College Savings
Plan. The advantages of this
program are invaluable, and
we hope that others will seize
the opportunity to make saving for college more practical for their employees,” said
JSU President Carolyn W.
Meyers.

“I am thrilled to have JSU
on board,” Fitch said. “By
offering MACS participation
through payroll deduction,
they are helping their employees save for their families’ future. I hope that other Mississippi colleges and universities
follow JSU’s lead and offer
college savings opportunities
like this one.”
“No one understands the
value of an education like our
state’s educators, and I am
thankful for JSU’s support in
our efforts to engage families
across Mississippi in the important task of saving for college,” continued Fitch.
College Savings Mississippi is a division of the State
Treasurer’s Office and operates the two state-sponsored
529 college savings plans,
MACS and MPACT.
For more information about
these plans or to contact a
College Savings representative about offering payroll
deduction to your employees,
visit www.treasurerlynnfitch.
com.
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Pearl Street AME honored
servant to officially retire

Special to The Mississippi Link
Pearl Street African Methodist Episcopal Church recently
hosted a retirement program/
banquet to celebrate one of the
A.M.E. church’s treasured gems,
the Rev. Johnny Barbour Jr.,
eighth president/publisher of the
A.M.E.C. Sunday School Union
and former pastor of Pearl Street
A.M.E. Church in Jackson.
Educated in Mississippi, from
his youth to adulthood, Barbour
also attended Urban Training
Center for Christian Mission,
Chicago, Ill; and Reform Theological Seminary of Jackson.
For his works in ministry,
community service and leadership in the A.M.E. church,
Payne Theological Seminary of
Wilberforce, Ohio, awarded him

the Honorary Doctorate of Divinity degree.
Throughout his lifetime, Barbour has served his communities as a civic leader. His spiritual leadership includes but is
not limited to: president of the
Connectional Pastors’ Council
of the A.M.E. Church, member of the General Board of the
A.M.E. Church, chairman of the
A.M.E.C. Revisions Committee
for the past three quadrennials,
and member of the Compilations Committee.
Barbour retires officially at
the 50th General Conference
Session, the historic 200th year
of formal organization of the
African Methodist Episcopal
Church, to be held in Philadelphia, Penn., through July 13.

Wife of Rev. Johnny Barbour Jr., Clara Barbour, and Thomas Barbour III

Message from the
Religion Editor

Granddaughter Brianna Barbour and Rev. Johnny Barbour Jr.

Mattie R. Tyler, presiding elder; George W. Tyler, Bobbie Marshall and Sylvester Marshall, presiding
elder

Pearl Street A.M.E. Church Combined Choir

Thomas Barbour II

www.mississippilink.com

Jackson City Councilman Charles Tillman

Harvey Johnson, Jr., former mayor of the City of Jackson

Dr. Samuel H. Boyd Sr., pastor of Pearl St. A.M.E. Church

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Just like so
many of you, I
had a very enjoyable Fourth
of July holiday. I am still
under doctor’s
care because of a major foot
injury, but I didn’t let that
stop me. I vowed to do absolutely nothing away from my
home except attend church
over the weekend and that
is exactly what I did. What a
great holiday.
Sunday service was simply
wonderful and truly inspirational. My husband took
care of all of the afternoon
and evening meals (grilling,
of course) and I repeatedly
thanked God for love and
family.
Fireworks were present in
the skies throughout the long
weekend as families and
friends gathered to honor
a special day in American
history and I pray that all
of those celebrations began
with thanking the Lord.
As always, when there is
a social gathering, stories
are shared and sometimes
lessons are learned. One
message that all celebrants
should have had in common
is the message of salvation.
This is a topic that should
never end because it is one
that should be shared every
day of the year.
The Mississippi Link, a
messenger for news in and
around the state of Mississippi, would like to serve as
your personal messenger to
share your good news and
the news of your place of
worship.
As always, we ask that
you let us help you to communicate the good news of
our Lord. Isaiah 52:7a reads,
“What a beautiful sight it is
to see messengers coming
with good news!”
God is good and so is the
life that He has blessed us
with, even though, we don’t
always recognize it as such.
But, because we were able
to live though it means that
that is just additional news
we have to share with others.
The King James Version
of Isaiah 52:7b reads, “Your
God reigns.” His presence is
everywhere and so should
the news of His love for all
of His children.
To share your news, contact Daphne M. Higgins at
religion@mississippilink.
com, fax (601) 896-0091 or
mail your information to The
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS
39213.

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mission Mississippi, 840 E. River Place,
Ste. 506, Jackson, President Neddie Winters will preach at various churches in the
Jackson area during July. His preaching
engagements will include10:30 a.m. July
10, at Bellwether Church, 4980 Ridgewood Road, Jackson; at 8 a.m. and 11
a.m. July 24, at New Hope Baptist Church,
5202 Watkins Dr., Jackson, and at 2 p.m.
July 31, during the Great River Revival at
the G. W. Henderson Senior Recreation
Center, 1165 Abbay Dr., Tunica. The organization will not host its monthly Prayer

Breakfast at respective churches in the
metro Jackson area but the organization
will host morning gatherings across the
state throughout the month of July. For
additional information on the cities and
times, call (601) 353-6477 or visit https://
missionmississippiorg.wordpress.com/
whatwedo/calendar-2/
Holy Temple Baptist Church, 5077 Cabaniss Circle, Jackson, will celebrate the
10th year anniversary of their pastor, Rev.
Audrey Lynne Hall, July 16 – 17. The cel-

ebration will begin with an Anniversary
Banquet at 6 p.m. July 16, at the Jackson
Revival Center Multi-purpose Complex,
4655 Terry Road, Jackson. The banquet
speaker is Senior Pastor Jennifer Biard of
the Jackson Revival Center. The Anniversary Service will be held at 2 p.m. July 17,
at Holy Temple Missionary Baptist Church.
The sermon will be delivered by Overseer
Ava Sanchez Harvey, Sr., senior pastor of
Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church,
Brandon. For more information call (601)
922-6588.
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A warning about readiness
Part III

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
As a child of
God, we strive to
please Him, but
as we go through
life, we can become
relaxed.
We can become
more interested in the things
of this world than in what God
wants from us. As we prioritize
our day, lives and Christian obligations, God must be our first
love.
We find in Matthew 6:33,
these words spoken by Jesus,
“But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be
added to you.” We must turn
to God first for help, to fill our
thoughts with His desires, to
take His character for our pattern and to be committed and
dedicated in serving and obeying Him in everything.

My friends, if we start putting God second, having Christ
as our first love ends and we
will begin to drift. The disappointment is that drifting
comes upon us very slowly. If
Satan can get us to slow down
and fall asleep, he will attempt
to keep us drifting and sleeping
right on into eternity. We then
will hear these words of Jesus,
“Verily I say unto you, I know
you not” (Matthew 25:12). It
will be a sad time and day for
us to hear such words.
We have time to be wise
in reaching the gospel to the
world. We must thank God because He is still giving us time
to make our calling and election sure. We must draw closer
to Him. We live in a sinful and
wicked world. We must continue to get closer to God by
reading, mediating and applying His Word to our lives daily.
Our desire should be to get
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as close as we can to our Savior. Our prayer should be “Thy
will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.” We are praying that
God’s perfect purpose will be
accomplished in this world as
well as in the next.
II Corinthians 5:10 reads,
“For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ;
that every one may receive the
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”
My friends, our lives are
about a choice. Will you choose
life or death? Will you choose
heaven or hell? While eternal
life is a free gift given on the
basis of God’s grace, each of us
will still be judged by Christ.
This judgment will reward us
for how we have lived. God’s
gracious gift of salvation does
not free us from the requirement for faithful obedience.
All Christians must give ac-

count for how they have lived
(read Matthew 16:27; Romans
14:10-12; 1 Corinthians 3:1015).
We are making the choice
of life or death for our soul.
Matthew 24:42 records these
words, “Watch therefore: for ye
know not what hour your Lord
doth come.” Christ’s second
coming will be swift and sudden. There will be no opportunity for last minute repentance
or excuses. The choice we have
already made will determine
our eternal destiny.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. He is married to
Velma L. Green. He is a member of the National Association
of Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind. He serves as
chairman of the Southeastern
Association of The Church of
God, Inc.

ARTISTS					

1. Wanna Be Happy?				

Kirk Franklin

2. Put A Praise On It				

Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard

ALBUM

3. You’re Bigger					Jekalyn Carr
4. Made A Way					Travis Greene
5. Better					Hezekiah Walker
6. 123 Victory					Kirk Franklin

R

V

E

D

The limitless life

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of July 7
SONGS
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“It’s a chilly
42 degrees outside now but
the high today
will be close
to 70 degrees.”
As I listened
to the morning television meteorologist finish the rest of his
forecast one cold February day
earlier this year, I wondered
how in the world to dress for a
day with such a wide temperature range. It was not the first
time I’d pondered this question. North Texas weather being what it is, always gives the
option of having two different
seasons in a 24 hour day – winter and spring.
After thinking about what I
was going to wear for a few
minutes, I decided to get out of
bed and see what I had in my
closet. Should I dress for what
it would be like when I went to
work in the morning or should
I dress for what it would be
like when I got off work in the
afternoon? It really wasn’t a
hard decision but for some reason on days with a 30 degree
temperature spread, it always
stumped me. I didn’t want to
be overdressed (and burn up)
or underdressed (and freeze).
Unless it is really freezing outside, what I usually do is dress
in layers so that I’d be able to
shed the extra clothes as the
day warmed up.
As I stared blankly at the
short and long sleeved clothes
in my closet, I thought how my
decision on how to dress was
similar to something I’d heard
years ago about tithes and offering. The minister said that

you should not pay your tithes
based on what you make now
but based on what you’d like
to make. The reason was that
God would reward your faith
and increase your finances.
At first, I thought it that was
crazy advice . . . then I tried it,
even though it was a sacrifice.
Just like the minister said, God
increased my finances to the
level of the new tithes and offering amount.
Similar to wearing clothes
based on the current or future
temperature, the question is
whether you plan your life
for current circumstances or
according to your hoped for
future circumstances. Should
you pray for where you are
or for where you want to be?
Should you worship based on
your current situation or what
you pray your future situation
will be?
In Isaiah 46:10 God says, “I
make known the end from the
beginning, from ancient times,
what is still to come. I say,
‘My purpose will stand and I
will do all that I please.’” God
is not limited by time, situation
or circumstance. We should
also not be limited by time and
our present circumstances, but
honestly acknowledge where
we are. At the same time, we
can reach forward with our
faith with hopeful expectancy
toward where we desire to be
and have the confidence that
God’s grace will meet us there.
Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence best-seller
“Love Hangover: Moving
from Pain to Purpose after a
Relationship ends.” She can
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

7. The Anthem					Todd Dulaney
8. Spirit Break Out				

William McDowell Featuring Trinity Anderson

9. It’s Alright, It’s Ok			

Shirley Caesar Featuring Anthony Hamilton

10. Be Like Jesus				

Deitrick Haddon

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

1750

SUNDAY

www.nhcms.org

Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.
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Supreme Court rejects
challenge to Affirmative
By George E. Curry
George Curry Media Columnist
In many instances, the Supreme
Court’s
recent affirmative
action ruling upholding the University of Texas’s
affirmative action program was
overshadowed by a same-day
order overturning President
Obama’s executive order to ease
illegal immigrants’ path to U.S.
citizenship.
World News Tonight With
David Muir, while leading its
broadcast with the immigration
decision, didn’t even mention the
affirmative action ruling in that
day’s national broadcast.
Even so, affirming the University of Texas admission plan was
notable because it squelched an
ongoing challenge to affirmative
action by well-financed conservative groups. Even more remarkable, the conservative-leaning
court rendered the decision shy
of its full nine-member participation, with no successor confirmed
following the death of conservative Antonin Scalia’s and liberal
Elena Kagan recusing herself
from deliberation because of her
previous involvement in the case
as U.S. Solicitor General.
The biggest surprise was that
Justice Anthony Kennedy, a Ronald Reagan appointee, joined
the other liberals on the court –
Stephen G. Breyer, Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, and Sonia Sotomayor
– to form the 4-3 majority that
said race may be used as one factor among many in building a
diverse student body. Dissenting
were Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., Samuel A. Alito Jr., and
Clarence Thomas.
“A university is in large part
defined by those intangible ‘qual-

ities which are incapable of objective measurement but which
make for greatness,’” Kennedy
wrote, quoting from Sweatt v.
Painter, a landmark 1950 Supreme Court ruling outlawing the
University of Texas’ exclusion of
African Americans from its law
school. “Considerable deference
is owed to a university in defining those intangible characteristics, like student body diversity,
that are central to its identity and
educational mission.”
To conform to earlier Supreme
Court rulings, the Texas Legislature passed a new plan in 1997
for the University of Texas to
admit all high school seniors who
ranked in the top 10 percent of
their graduating class. But the
plan failed to sufficiently diversify the main campus at Austin.
Texas is about 38 percent
Latino and 12 percent AfricanAmerican. Under the 10 Percent
Plan, 26 percent of the students
admitted were Latino and 6 percent black.
Under challenge was the part
of the program that allowed race
and ethnicity to be considered
along with other factors to fill
the slots not taken by the Top 10
Percent, which usually came to
about 25 percent of each incoming class. No specific points were
given for race.
Abigail Fisher, a white female
from Sugar Land, Texas, applied
for admission to UT in 2008. She
did not rank in the top 10 percent
of her class and university officials said even if no affirmative
action program had been in place,
she still would not have been accepted. Still, she sued saying that
race should never be used under
any circumstances.
A lower court ruled against
her, a ruling that was affirmed
upon reaching the appeals court.

Her case was appealed to the Supreme Court, remanded to the
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals,
and accepted a second time, with
the court’s recently ruling against
her.
Conservatives were clearly
disappointed in Kennedy.
Elizabeth Slattery, a legal fellow at The Heritage Foundation’s
Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies, wrote,
“Yesterday’s ruling in Fisher v.
University of Texas at Austin was
disappointing, to say the least.
Justice Anthony Kennedy’s majority opinion, allowing UT to
continue using a race-conscious
admissions program without sufficiently articulating its ‘diversity
goal’ or providing proof that it
was meeting that goal, betrays
his previous equal protection jurisprudence and the belief that we
have a colorblind Constitution.”
But the decision was cheered
by University of Texas supporters.
“No decision since Brown v.
Board of Education has been as
important as Fisher will prove
to be in the long history of racial
inclusion and educational diversity,” Laurence H. Tribe, a law
professor at Harvard, told the
New York Times.
Clarence Thomas, a staunch
opponent of affirmative action,
declared, “I write separately to
reaffirm that ‘a State’s use of race
in higher education admissions
decisions is categorically prohibited by the Equal Protection
Clause.’ The Constitution abhors
classifications based on race because every time the government
places citizens on racial registers
and makes race relevant to the
provision of burdens or benefits,
it demeans us all.”
He added, “That constitutional
imperative does not change in the

face of a ‘faddish theor[y]’ that
racial discrimination may produce educational benefits.’”
This is not likely to be the final
word on affirmative from the Supreme Court.
Lawsuits against Harvard
University and the University of
North Carolina, each prepared
by Project on Fair Representation, the same conservative outfit
that represented Abigail Fisher
in her suit against the University
of Texas, are making their way
through lower courts and could
end up before the Supreme Court.
If those cases reach the High
Court, they could well be decided
by the results of the November
presidential election.
Writing on Scotusblog.com,
Lyle Denniston observed: “Depending upon who wins the presidential election in November, a
Scalia successor could hold the
balance of power on affirmative action in the future, even if
Kennedy were to return to his
prior skepticism about such uses
of race in public policy decisions. Justices Breyer, Ginsburg,
and Sotomayor might well have
Justice Kagan with them in the
future and might form a definite
majority when a ninth Justice is
on board – depending on presidential politics.”
George E. Curry is president
and CEO of George Curry Media, LLC. He is the former editorin-chief of Emerge magazine and
the National Newspaper Publishers Association News Service. He
is a keynote speaker, moderator,
and media coach. Visit his website, georgecurry.com You can
also follow him at twitter.com/
currygeorge, George E. Curry
Fan Page on Facebook, and
Periscope. See previous columns
at http://www.georgecurry.com/
columns.

Murder of Schwerner, Chaney,
Goodman, judgment of history
By Lee A. Daniels
George Curry Media Columnist
“Investigation
of the 1964 Murders of Michael
Schwerner, James
Chaney and Andrew Goodman –
Case Closed.”
So stated federal and Mississippi state officials two weeks ago
in declaring an end to their long
attempt to bring to justice all the
men who had committed one of
the most notorious crimes in modern American history – the murder
of three civil rights workers near
Philadelphia, Miss. in June 1964.
Although seven men involved
in the murder were convicted in
1967 of federal conspiracy charges, most of the mob of at least
19 escaped justice. Four decades
later, however, the Mississippi Attorney General’s office revived the
investigation and, based on new
evidence, arrested one of the latter,
Edgar Ray Killen, the ringleader of
the death squad, and charged him
with three counts of manslaughter.
In 2005, a Mississippi jury found
him guilty, and he was sentenced
to serve 60 years in the Mississippi
state prison. He is, at 91, still alive.
The Justice Department decision is only the latest in its long
investigation of more than a hundred suspected racist murders in
the South in the postwar decades
to encounter witnesses holding to

past lies or refusals to cooperate,
and the time-driven obstacles of
witnesses having died or no longer
able to reliably remember what
they saw and heard, and of pieces
of physical evidence having vanished.
But I suggest we adopt another
perspective in considering these
tragedies – these ghosts of enormous wrongs. For example, we
should make a parallel declaration
to that of federal and state officials
about the murder of the three civil
rights workers: “Investigation of
the 1964 Murders of Michael
Schwerner, James Chaney, and
Andrew Goodman” “Case Never
Closed – The Judgment of History.”
What I remember most about
the night of June 21, 1964, when
my brother and I heard that three
civil rights workers in Mississippi
were missing – is the feeling of
dread and certainty. They’re dead,
of course, we immediately said
to each other. They’ve been murdered, that’s for sure. Their bodies
would not be found for 44 days,
buried 15 feet beneath an earthen
dam near Philadelphia, Miss.
We had no special knowledge
about the murder. We were just
two teenagers four years into an
obsessive reading of blacks’ American history, and paying obsessive
attention to the Civil Rights Movement exploding across the nation,
including in Boston, where we

lived.
But those feelings – dread and
the certainty that racial violence,
especially in the South, could and
would strike at any moment – were
part of being a black American in
those years as they had always
been. Indeed, it was precisely
because black Americans and
their allies among other Americans were directly challenging
the South’s brutal regime of racism that the prospect of violence
stalked Southern civil rights forces
every moment of every day.
That was the barbarism Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. referred to in
his “Dream” speech at the Lincoln
Memorial when he said, “I am not
unmindful that some of you have
come here out of great trials and
tribulations. ... from areas where
your quest for freedom has left you
battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of
police brutality.”
Last week’s development underscores the extraordinary and
damning fact of America’s history that its white majority for so
long tolerated a substantial chain
of crimes against black Americans
that will never be redeemed by the
legal system.
But, in fact, something else can
be done to redeem the tragedy of
the three civil rights workers, and
others who perished. Scholars and
other writers can continue to build
on such works as Taylor Branch’s

magnificent trilogy of King and
the Civil Rights Movement that
does describe what happened the
night the men were murdered to
add new details and expand the
responsibility for these crimes
against humanity in the “court” of
History.
Further, federal and state officials’ decision should remind us of
several other things that occurred
after the murder of James Chaney,
Andrew Goodman and Michael
Schwerner.
For one thing, a week after they
disappeared, 300 more volunteers
from across the country arrived in
Mississippi to reinforce the civil
rights groups’ “Freedom Summer”
project, and 400 more came within
a month. For another, within two
weeks President Johnson signed
the landmark Civil Rights Act of
1964.
Finally, throughout the South,
civil rights activism continued,
leading the next year to the landmark Voting Rights Act of 1965.
Ensuring that black Mississippians
would have the unfettered right to
vote was the primary focus of the
1964 Freedom Summer project
there.
Lee A. Daniels, a former reporter for The Washington Post
and the New York Times, is also a
former editor of The National Urban League’s The State of Black
America. He can be reached at
leedanielsjournalist@gmail.com
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A ‘Loving’ history
for the ages
By Marian Wright Edelman
George Curry Media Columnist
Letter by Mrs. Mildred Loving, June 1963
Dear Sir:
I am writing to you concerning a problem we
have.
5 yrs. ago my husband and I were married
here in the District. We then returned to Va. to
live. My husband is white, I am part negro and

part indian.
At the time we did not know there was a law in Va. against
mixed marriages.
Therefore we were jailed and tried in a little town of Bowling Green.
We were to leave the state to make our home.
The problem is we are not allowed to visit our families. The
judge said that if we enter the state in the next [25] yrs., that
we will have to spend 1 yr. in jail.
We know we can’t live there, but we would like to go back
once and awhile to visit our families and friends.
We have 3 children and cannot afford an attorney.
We wrote to the Attorney General, he suggested that we get
in touch with you for advice.
Please help us if you can. Hope to hear from you real soon.
Yours truly,
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Loving

In 1963, young wife and mother Mrs. Mildred Loving decided to write a letter to U.S. Attorney General Robert Kennedy about a “problem” her family was facing. Four years later, Mrs. Loving and her husband Richard made history when
their struggle to have their marriage recognized in their native
Virginia led to the landmark 1967 Supreme Court ruling in
Loving v. Virginia overturning the remaining laws in Virginia
and other states that banned interracial marriage.
They first met in the early 1950s when she was 11 and he
was 17 in Central Point, Va., the small community where they
both grew up. They became young sweethearts, and in 1958,
when Mildred became pregnant, they decided to get married.
They drove to Washington, D.C., for their marriage license,
and Mrs. Loving later said she initially thought they were doing that because less paperwork was required there. But Richard already understood something she didn’t: Getting a marriage license as a mixed-race couple would have been illegal
and impossible in Virginia.
Mr. Loving may not have known how the state would treat
legal interracial marriages that had been performed elsewhere,
but five weeks after their wedding the newlyweds received a
very literal rude awakening: Acting on a “tip,” sheriff’s deputies surrounded their bed with flashlights at 2 in the morning
demanding to know why they were there together. Their reply
that they were husband and wife made no difference. The Lovings were arrested, and Mr. Loving was held in jail overnight
while the pregnant Mrs. Loving was forced to stay for several
days. Both were charged with cohabitation and violating Virginia’s Racial Integrity Act. Under a plea bargain, in order to
avoid a year-long jail sentence, they were forced to leave the
state and were prohibited from returning together for 25 years.
The Lovings settled in Washington, D.C., and began raising
a family there but quickly missed the small town where they
had spent their entire lives. Five years later, inspired by the
March on Washington and the wave of new civil rights laws,
Mrs. Loving decided to write to U.S. Attorney General Robert Kennedy to ask if any of the new legislation would allow
them to return to Virginia, even just to visit. He responded and
suggested the Lovings contact the ACLU, where over the next
few years dedicated lawyers helped take it all the way to the
U.S. Supreme Court. On June 12, 1967, the Supreme Court
justices ruled 9-0 that Virginia’s law and all others like it were
unconstitutional, and that the freedom to marry was “a basic
civil right.”
Mr. and Mrs. Loving soon returned to their hometown with
their three children. Sadly, their own happiness ended in tragedy in 1975 when Mr. Loving was killed and Mrs. Loving lost
the sight in one eye in a car accident caused by a drunk driver.
But the Lovings had paved the way for thousands of other
couples like them who were marrying the people they loved.
Thanks to God’s work and the Lovings’ love, my husband,
Peter, and I were the very first interracial couple to be married
in Virginia after the U.S. Supreme Court decision.
Mrs. Loving never remarried and lived quietly at her home
in rural Caroline County until she passed away in 2008. But
a year before her death, the widow, grandmother, and greatgrandmother sent another groundbreaking letter. This time, it
was a public statement submitted just before the Massachusetts Legislature’s historic vote reaffirming marriage equality,
and read aloud at a 40th anniversary celebration of the Loving
v. Virginia decision:
“When my late husband, Richard, and I got married in Washington, D.C. in 1958, it wasn’t to make a political statement
or start a fight. We were in love, and we wanted to be married
. . . My generation was bitterly divided over something that
should have been so clear and right. The majority believed
that what the judge said, that it was God’s plan to keep people
apart, and that government should discriminate against people
in love. But I have lived long enough now to see big changes.
The older generation’s fears and prejudices have given way,
and today’s young people realize that if someone loves someone they have a right to marry.”
Marian Wright Edelman is president of the Children’s Defense Fund whose Leave No Child Behind® mission is to ensure every child a Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a
Safe Start and a Moral Start in life and successful passage to
adulthood with the help of caring families and communities.
For more information go to www.childrensdefense.org
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pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Economic Power of black and other
consumers limited by low knowledge
By Hazel Trice Edney
TriceEdneyWire.com
Despite the level of economic destruction suffered by
millions of Americans – and
disparately by African Americans – during the housing crisis, many people still have only
basic knowledge of credit scoring rather than knowledge of
the complexities still impacting
their financial lives, according
to a new survey.
“The good news is that consumers understand the basics
of credit scores, such as the importance of making loan payments on time,” says Stephen
Brobeck, executive director
of the Consumer Federation
of America (CFA), which recently released the results of its
sixth annual credit score survey. “The bad news is that this
knowledge is limited and, each
year, can cost them hundreds of
dollars in fees on services and
additional interest on consumer
loans,” he said in a release announcing the survey results.
Brobeck led a June 13th
phone conference announcing
the survey results. He said one
of the most critical unknown
facts about credit scores is that
“low scores can add hundreds –
even thousands of dollars – to
your credit costs every year.”
The results are not broken

Busby

Crowell

down by race, but financial
experts indicate this lack of
knowledge has more severely
impacted African Americans
and Latinos since they already
suffer more economic disparities than people of other races.
Financial experts at the
Durham-based Center for Responsible Lending (CRL) says
racial minorities are often even
targeted for financial abuse;
then when their credit scores
plummet, their financial lives
become even more difficult.
“Every day working for
CRL, I’m reading information
about finances. And invariably
from one issue to the next,
black people – blacks and Latinos – are getting the short end
of the stick. It’s just horrible,”
says CRL spokeswoman, Charlene Crowell.

Among the findings of the
CFA survey of 1,005 adults in
April are as follows:
• Consumers greatly underestimate the cost of low credit
scores. Only 22 percent know
that a low score, compared to a
high score, typically increases
the cost of a $20,000, 60-month
auto loan by more than $5,000.
• A significant minority do
not know that credit scores are
used by non-creditors. Only
about half (53 percent) know
that electric utilities may use
credit scores (for example, in
determining the initial required
deposit), while only about twothirds know that these scores
may be used by home insurers
(66 percent), cell phone companies (68 percent), and landlords (70 percent).
• Over two-fifths think that

marital status (42 percent) and
age (42 percent) are used in
the calculation of credit scores.
(While these factors may influence the use of credit, how
credit is used determines credit
scores.)
• Only about half of consumers (51 percent) know when
lenders are required to inform
borrowers of their use of credit
scores – after a mortgage application, when a consumer does
not receive the best terms on a
consumer loan, and whenever a
consumer is turned down for a
loan.
Attaining the necessary
knowledge about the financial
world, including about credit
scoring, can be the key to a new
economic beginning, experts
say. Ron Busby, president/CEO
of the Washington, D..C-based
US Black Chambers Inc. says,
“The number one, two and
three concerns for black businesses is access to capital.”
Some business credit difficultly has been related to historic discrimination against
black-owned businesses. But
often times when seeking to
attain credit, Busby said, “I do
believe we just go unprepared.”
To help prepare communities
and individuals with crucial information, the CFA has a credit
knowledge quiz by which cur-

rent or prospective borrowers
can learn how much they don’t
know, but also learn new, valuable information. The 12-question quiz can be found at creditscorequiz.org.
Other important credit information is also readily available on line, including personal
credit scores, says Barrett
Burns, president/CEO of VantageScore Solutions. VantageScore is a 10-year-old credit
scoring model created by the
three national credit reporting
companies, Equifax, Experian
and TransUnion, which aims
to “address the economic realities” of the 21st century.
“Access to scores and to the
tips and explanations that accompany them on many of the
sites give consumers a better chance to understand their
credit worthiness before applying for a loan,” Burns said on
the phone conference. “These
scores help consumers take
charge of their credit profiles
and to improve their credit
scores before they seek credit
and when they’re ready to apply for a loan these websites
help consumers consider many
different credit products side
by side on an online dashboard
allowing them to make more
informed decisions.”
The national survey also

revealed that millennials (1834 year-olds) know less about
credit scores than do generation-exers (35-51 year-olds).
This indicates the need for early credit education. “On eight
of nine key knowledge questions, gen-exers scored more
highly than millennials,” the
release states.
In a nutshell, the CFA survey
advises consumers of all ages
to “raise their credit scores or
maintain high scores” by doing
the following:
• Consistently make loan
payments on time every month.
• Using a small portion of
the credit available on a credit
card.
• Pay down debt rather than
just moving it around, as well
as not open multiple new accounts at the same time.
• And check credit reports to
make sure they are error-free
by contacting annualcreditreport.com or by calling 800322-8228.
Crowell concludes, “Whether it’s buying a car, buying a
home, managing credit card
debt, managing student loan
debt, all of those things contribute to your credit scores.
You don’t want to default on
a loan, whether it’s a car or a
home – you don’t want to do
that.”

Black farmers to protest
at U.S. Supreme Court

Eddie Slaughter is president of the American Agriculturalist Association.
Mississippi Link Newswire
At 9 a.m. July 8, farmers
from the Southern Region and
others who believe in justice
and equality will descend on
the U. S. Supreme Court to
once again seek justice through
the courts and to bring to light
and awareness of the reported
unfairness of the settlement of
the Pigford Class Action, and
the continued alleged discrimination by the USDA, “The Last
Plantation.”
The theme is “Are Black
Farmers in 2016 the New Dred
Scott of 1857?”
The protest will be held on
the First Street northeast side-

walk directly in front of the Supreme Court.
The complaint at the Supreme Court is regarding Eddie and Dorothy Wise, farmers
from North Carolina, who were
foreclosed on and evicted from
their 106 acre farm on January
20, by 14 militarily armed Federal Marshals and several Nash
County, N.C. deputy sheriffs
without ever being granted a
hearing.
Wise is a retired Green Beret and his wife Dorothy is a
retired grants’ manager. The
Wise’s situation is akin to the
Dred Scott Decision of March
6, 1857 (http://www.ushistory.

org/us/32a.asp) because black
farmers are still being denied
full due process. This is one of
the most important issues that
should be brought before the
United States Supreme Court.
Supporters of Wise and black
farmers are asked to join other
speakers from the American
Agriculturalists Association,
the North Carolina-based national Black Farmers and Agriculturalists Association, The
Cowtown Foundation, Lawrence Lucas, president emeritus; USDA Coalition of Minority Employees and others
to bring this issue before the
United States Supreme Court.

GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

www.mississippilink.com

HEALTH
16 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

JULY 7 - 13, 2016

Lupus awareness at the 2016
ESSENCE Music Festival
Health advocates reveal how lupus affects
minorities and women of child-bearing age
TriceEdneyWire.com
The Essence Music Festival,
an annual tradition of black entertainment and festivities around
July 4, was also the site of a major African-American health education campaign this year. The
lupus education tour, headed for
Orlando next week; then Memphis in August, is open to work
with other black organizations.
“With celebrities, such as Toni
Braxton, Seal, and recently Selena Gomez, informing the public of their lupus diagnosis, the
Directors of Health Promotion
& Education (DHPE) thought
it important to attend the Essence Music Festival to increase
awareness about lupus,” stated
DHPE Assistant Health Equity
Director Thometta Cozart, MS,
MPH, CPH, CHES. DHPE, a national public health association in
Washington, D.C., has recently
been awarded funding by the national Office of Minority Health,
US Department of Health and
Human Services to increase lupus awareness nationwide, especially among African American
women of childbearing age.
Mainly attended by African
Americans, the Essence Music
Festival is an optimal opportunity to share what could be lifesaving information for women of
color and their families. Lupus
is a chronic, systemic autoimmune disease with no cure that
can damage any part of the body,
including skin, joints and organs.
Women of color are two to three

Attendants at the Essence Music Festival stocked up on life-saving Lupus awareness information provided by the Louisiana-based Crescent
City WIC Services. Women of color are two to three times more likely
todevelop lupus than Caucasian females.
times more likely to develop lupus than Caucasians females.
The Essence Music Festival
is documented as one of the nation’s largest events celebrating
African-American culture and
music. Nearly 400,000 individuals attended the three-day weekend event, which featured entertainment mogul Oprah Winfrey
for the first time on Saturday,
July 2.
Louisiana-based Crescent City
WIC Services, which is a minigrantee of DHPE’s Lupus Program, staffed the Lupus Health
Education Booth in the Essence
Music Festival Community Cor-

ner on July 1 through July 3 at
the Ernest N. Morial Convention
Center in New Orleans.
The Crescent City WIC-PIC
Experience at the Essence Music Festival is lupus education
for Parents, Infants and Children
(PIC) to inform women and their
families about living with lupus
in efforts to strengthen family resiliency.
“With DHPE’s project support, Crescent City WIC has
been able to give information
to hard-to-reach populations in
New Orleans, which were previously, completely unaware of this
mysterious disease,” said Mary

Schultheis, executive director of
Crescent City WIC. “The DHPE
Lupus Program has been able to
transform lives because information and knowledge are the first
steps in surviving any chronic illness.”
Cozart added “We hope women and their families will come
learn the signs and symptoms
of lupus at our booth, as well as
pick up free materials to pass on
to others. Lupus mostly affects
minority women of childbearing
age but children, teens and men
may also develop lupus so it is
very important for everyone to
know facts about lupus.” Cozart
is also the program manager for
the DHPE LEAP: Lupus Education and Awareness for Patients,
Professionals and Providers Program.
One of the objectives of the
DHPE LEAP Program is to create effective partnerships to increase exposure to lupus education, improve access to resources
for patients and reduce lupus related health disparities.
Next on the LEAP tour is the
International Conference of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. in Orlando
held July 6–10. Then it’s off to
the National Black Nurses Association Annual Conference in
Memphis, held August 2–7.
Organizations interested in
working with the DHPE LEAP
Program should contact Thometta Cozart at tcozart@dhpe.org
and visit the program website at
bit.ly/dhpelupus.

Report: VA health care still lacking
By Matthew Daly
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – Two years
after a scandal over long wait
times for veterans seeking health
care, the Department of Veterans
Affairs still has “profound deficiencies” in delivering health
care to millions of veterans, a
congressional commission says
in a new report.
The Commission on Care
says in a report to be released
Wednesday that the VA delivers
high-quality health care but is
inconsistent from one site to the
next, and problems with access
remain.
The panel says the VA needs to
improve its service to veterans,
adding that the VA’s health care
operations “require urgent reform. America’s veterans deserve
a better organized, high-performing health care system.”
Congress created the 12-member commission in 2014 after
approving a landmark law overhauling the VA in the wake of
the wait-time scandal, which also
revealed that VA employees were
covering up chronic delays with
false paperwork and secret waiting lists. As many as 40 veterans
died while awaiting care at the
Phoenix VA hospital, according
to an investigation by the VA’s
inspector general.
President Barack Obama said
in a statement late Tuesday that
the commission’s report includes

Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert McDonald speaks in Washington.
Two years after a scandal over long wait times for veterans seeking
health care, the Department of Veterans Affairs still has “profound
deficiencies” in delivering health care to millions of veterans, a congressional commission says in a new report. AP PHOTO/PABLO MARTINEZ
MONSIVAIS, FILE

a number of specific proposals
that he will review closely in the
coming weeks.
In the meantime, “We will
continue to work with veterans,
Congress and our partners in the
veteran advocacy community to
further our ongoing transformation of the veterans’ health care
system,” Obama said. “Our veterans deserve nothing less for
their sacrifices and their service.”
VA Secretary Bob McDonald
also hailed the report and said
he was pleased to see that many

of the panel’s recommendations
are in line with ongoing efforts to
transform the VA into what McDonald calls a “veteran-centric
organization.”
Work on that effort has been
underway for two years and has
resulted in increased access to
health care and a better experience for veterans, McDonald
said.
In March, the VA set a new
record for completed appointments: 5.3 million in VA hospitals
and clinics, 730,000 more than in

March 2014. The VA also issued
twice as many authorizations for
government-paid, private care
than in a comparable period two
years ago, McDonald said.
Nearly 97 percent of appointments are now completed within
30 days of the veteran’s preferred
date, McDonald said, a huge
improvement over past performance.
But the report said the VA has
a long way to go and singled out
a “Choice Program,” authorized
by Congress to make it easier
for veterans to get private care,
as significantly flawed. The report recommends replacing the
program with community-based
delivery networks that it said
should improve access, quality
and cost-effectiveness.
The commission also found
that the long-term viability of
VA health care is threatened by
problems with staffing, facilities,
capital needs, information systems and other problems.
Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., chairman of the House Veterans Affairs Committee, said the 292page report “makes it abundantly
clear that the problems plaguing
Department of Veterans Affairs
medical care are severe. Fixing them will require dramatic
changes in how VA does business, to include expanding partnerships with community providers in order to give veterans more
health care choices.”
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Apple urges organ
donation via new
iPhone software
By Brandon Bailey
AP Technology Writer
SAN FRANCISCO – Apple wants to encourage millions of
iPhone owners to register as organ donors through a software
update that will add an easy sign-up button to the health information app that comes installed on every smartphone the company makes.
CEO Tim Cook says he hopes the new software, set for limited release this month, will help ease a critical and longstanding
donor shortage. He said the problem hit home when his friend
and former boss, Apple co-founder Steve Jobs, endured an “excruciating” wait for a liver transplant in 2009.
“Watching and seeing him every day, waiting and not knowing
– it stuck with me and left an impression that I’ll never forget,”
Cook told The Associated Press. Cook was so concerned that he
offered to donate part of his own liver, although Jobs refused.
Jobs died of complications from pancreatic cancer in 2011,
two years after receiving a liver transplant in Tennessee that was
credited with extending his life. He enrolled in that state’s registry after doctors advised him the lengthy waiting list in California meant he wouldn’t live long enough to get one in his home
state.
Now, donation advocates are hoping the new sign-up method
will appeal especially to young adults who already use their
smartphones for all kinds of online transactions.
“Younger Americans are not registering at the same rate as
they have in the past,” said David Fleming, chief executive of
Donate Life America, a nonprofit national donation registry
that’s working with Apple.
More than 120,000 people in the United States are waiting for
a life-saving organ transplant, Fleming said, while on average 22
die each day without receiving one.
Apple is adding the option to register with Donate Life by
clicking a new button within the iPhone’s Health app, which was
introduced in 2014 as a tool for recording and managing a variety of health and fitness data. Another new button will link to
information about organ donation. If a user registers as a donor,
the app can add that fact to an optional “emergency information”
display that can be seen when the phone is locked.
The software will come to all U.S.-based iPhones this fall
when the company releases the next major update to Apple’s
mobile operating system, known as iOS 10. It’s being released
this week to software developers and soon after that to iPhone
owners who have requested early access to a test version of iOS
10.
Apple Inc. isn’t the first tech giant to embrace organ donation.
Facebook added a feature in 2012 that lets members of the social network display their status as registered donors, and share
links to registries in their states or countries. Johns Hopkins University researchers later reported the feature spurred thousands
of new registrations, although the volume gradually fell from a
one-day peak of 13,000.
Donate Life worked with Facebook on that project and has
tried to improve on it, Fleming said. For example, there was no
national donor registry when the Facebook feature was introduced, so users initially had to click through multiple links to
sign up in their states. Donate Life now operates a national registry, which medical groups can search, along with individual state
registries, to confirm whether a recently dead person had agreed
to donate organs. The iPhone app lets users enroll directly with
that national registry.
Several apps related to organ donation are available for competing Android phones, but Fleming suggested the iPhone app
may be more effective because “you don’t have to download
something or do something additional to get access to it.”
After Jobs received his transplant, health experts noted that
most people can’t afford to travel outside their home state for
a new organ. Jobs lobbied in 2010 for a California law that encouraged more people to register as donors in his state, telling
audiences that, “as a transplant recipient, I know how precious
this gift of life is.”

Muhammad Ali’s death
raises more awareness
about Parkinson’s disease
By Brandon Bailey
AP Technology Writer
Muhammad Ali, the late great world heavyweight boxing
champion, who suffered from Parkinson’s disease, is being
praised by some in the medical community for raising public
awareness about the debilitating disorder.
But there are still unanswered questions about how prevalent
disease is in the black community because a complete study that
meets scientific research standards has yet to be done, according to an article published by National Medical Association.
Ali, 74, who died from septic shock, suffered from Parkinson’s disease, a progressive neurodegenerative disorder, for 32
years. Physicians diagnosed the three-time champion with Parkinson’s disease in 1984, three years after he retired.
“We are saddened by the loss of Muhammad Ali, who faced
Parkinson’s disease with great courage and tenacity. In making
his diagnosis public, he provided hope for millions of others
and helped the cause immeasurably. We celebrate his extraordinary life and contributions to the cause and send our deepest
condolences to his wife Lonnie and his family. In all areas of
life, he truly was ‘the Champ’ and ‘the greatest,” said Robin
Elliott, president of the Parkinson Disease Foundation, which
is based in New York.
In 1997, Ali and his wife cofounded the Muhammad Ali Parkinson Center in Phoenix, Ariz., to provide comprehensive care
for those living with disease.
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LEGAL
SECTION 901

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

The award of this contract will be contingent upon the Contractor satisfying the
DBEANBE requirements.

ADVERTISEMENT
City of Jackson, MISSISSIPPI
Federal Aid Project No. SRSP-0250-00(035) LPA 105812.401000,
Barr Elementary School

The City Clerk of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, will receive bids for the Safe
Route to School Project of Barr Elementary School for a project length of .72
miles, Federal Aid Project No. SRSP-0250-00(035) LPA 105812-401000 no
later than 3:30 PM Local Time, July 19, 2016 at the City of Jackson located
at 219 South President Street, Jackson Mississippi. All bids so received will be
publicly opened and read aloud.

The work shall consist essentially of the following items:
The installation of sidewalks, and warning signs. And the maintenance of existing warning signs, traffic signals and signal pole. All other related items of
work required to complete the project as shown and specified in the Contract
Documents.

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the
responsibility of the contractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor,
equipment and materials required by the specifications and the drawings referred to therein.

The attention of bidders is directed to the Contract Provisions governing selection and employment of labor. Minimum wage rates for Federal-Aid projects
have been predetermined by the Secretary of Labor and are subject to Public
Law 87-581 Work Hours Act of 1962, as set forth in the Contract Provisions.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that it will affirmatively insure
that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged
and women’s business enterprises will be afforded the full opportunity to submit
bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the
grounds of race, color, or national origin in consideration for an award.

The Contract Documents are on file and may be examined at the following
locations: 1. City of Jackson Office (Engineering Division), 219 South President Street, Jackson Mississippi. 2. IMS Engineers, 126 E. Amite Street, Jackson Mississippi, 39201 All documents required for bidding purposes may be
obtained from Engineering Service located at 126 E. Amite Street, Jackson
Mississippi, 39201 upon payment of $100.00 for each set, which will not be
refunded.
Each bid shall be accompanied by a Certified Check on a solvent bank or a
Bidder’s Bond issued by a Surety Company licensed to operate in the State of
Mississippi, in the amount of five percent (5%) of the total bid price, payable to
the City Jackson as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current financial
statement, if requested by the City. The successful bidder will be required to
furnish a Performance Bond and a Payment bond each in the amount of one
hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount.
The proposal and contract documents in its entirety shall be submitted in a
sealed envelope and deposited with the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, 219
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date above
designated.
Work to be performed shall be in accordance with the “Mississippi State Highway Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, 2004”, together
with all amendments and/or special provisions and/or addenda to the standards
duly approved and adopted, unless otherwise noted in these specifications.
The attention of Bidders is directed to the provisions of Subsection 102.07 pertaining to irregular proposals and rejection of bids.
Kishia L. Powell, Director		
Department of Public Works		
Terry Williamson
Deputy City Attorney

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer

6/30/2016, 7/7/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3046 - Food Service Kitchen Equipment

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201,
until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 08/04/2016 , for:
RE:
		

GS# 106-237 Harrison Renov.-Exp. PH I (Improvements)
Mississippi Valley State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be
obtained from:
Professional:
Pryor & Morrow Architects and Engineers, P.A. 			Columbus
			(Columbus, Mississippi, through the Office listed herein)
Address:
Post Office Box 167
			Columbus, Mississippi 39703
Phone:		662-327-8990
Email:
cmorrow@pryor-morrow.com
A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities
and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available
for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management
7/7/2016, 7/14/2016

LEGAL
LEGAL NOTICE
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE (DBE)
PARTICIPATION IN FEDERALLY FUNDED PROJECTS
The Mississippi Department of Transportation has issued a proposed goal of 10.3
percent for DBE participation in the Federal Funds appropriated to the Department and pending approval by the Federal Highway Administration for FY 2017,
2018 and 2019 in accordance with 49 CFR Part 26.
The goal and its rationale are available for inspection and comments during normal business hours at the Mississippi Department of Transportation Administration Building located at 401 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi, for 45 days
following the date of this notice.
Written comments should be directed to the Civil Rights Director, Carolyn Bell,
Post Office Box 1850, Jackson, Mississippi 39215-1850, phone number (601)
359-7466 before close of business at 5:00 P.M. on August 19, 2016.
The Mississippi Department of Transportation does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national origin, or sex in the administration of the DBE program or
the requirements of 49 CFR Part 26.
MRS. MELINDA L. MCGRATH,
P.E. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
7/7/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201,
until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 08/04/2016 , for:
RE:
		

GS# 104-184 Fant Library Renov. - PH III (Build out)
Mississippi University for Women

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be
obtained from:
Professional:
Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A.
Address:
500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
			Jackson, Mississippi 39216
Phone:		601-969-7543
Email:
info@burriswagnon.com
A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities
and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available
for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management
7/7/2016 , 7/14/2016

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) July
25, 2016 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The
Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar
days from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications
may be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling
(601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address.
7/7/2016, 7/14/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Advertisement for Bid
Exceptional Education Service Providers for 2016-2017
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office,
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing
Time) July 26, 2016, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five
calendar days from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us,
calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address
or downloaded from Jackson Public School website at HYPERLINK “http://www.
jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.
7/7/2016 , 7/14/2016

Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3045 - Key Elementary School Parking Lot Resurfacing
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local
Prevailing Time) August 01, 2016, at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project will
be held at Key Elementary School, 699 W. McDowell Road, Jackson, MS
39204, on July 20, 2016 at 9:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conference
is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves
the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the
acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date
bids are opened. A $125.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each
set of plans and specifications. Hard copies of proposal forms and detailed
specifications may be obtained from SOL Engineering Services, LLC, 106
S. President Street, Suite 400, Jackson MS 39201, Phone: 601-961-1415,
x- 218, Fax: 601-960-0420. Electronic copies may be obtained from ABC
Plan Room.
6/30/2016, 7/7/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Advertisement for Bids
Bid 3047 – Jackson Public School District Elementary, Middle and
High School Planners for 2016-2017 School Year
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) July 26, 2016, at which time and
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities,
and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed
specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up
at the above address.
7/7/2016, 7/14/2016

CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Attendants for shoe shine concession located @ the Jackson
Municipal Airport. No experience needed. Full time and part time. Must be
a people person and a reliable person. All are welcome to apply, except
those with criminal backgrounds. Email cnelson@slmnc.com or call 919
796 2587

6/9 6/16 6/23 6/30 7/7 7/14 7/21 7/28

Cryptogram Solution
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Pick Up

At The Following Locations:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID
6075 Old Canton Rd

VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road

C A N T O N
A&I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.
Auctions_Auto

Home Security

Services-Medical

ABSOLUTE AUCTION. Fulton Auto
Auction. 405 E. Main St., Fulton, MS
38843. Open to the Public. Sells where
is, as is. Pre-register at 662-862-7374.

PROTECT YOUR HOME with fully customizable security and 24/7 monitoring
right from your smart-phone. Receive
up to $1500 in equipment, free
(restrictions apply). Call 1-800-815-5610

CANADIAN MEDS - MISSISSIPPI.
Locally owned and operated discount
walk-in service center. Up to 80% savings
with the advantage of our world-wide discount pharmacies. $25 off first prescription plus free shipping. 601658-9797

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at home for a career working
with Medical Billing and Insurance
Claims. Online training can get you
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

Computers
COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-5830945

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g

For information about advertising in

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW. Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-5407364.
L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team drivers needed to run from S.E. to West
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 1-800-647-5494.
OWNER OPERATORS ONLY! 80%
Gross on Flatbed Freight! Home
Weekends. Permits Provided. File/Pay Fuel
Taxes. Owner Operators Lease Today!
CDL-A, 25 years, 2 years OTR experience. 870-336-9051

For Rent

Mobile Homes
MOBILE HOMES WITH ACREAGE.
Ready to move in. Lots of room, 3
Bedroom, 2 Bath. Quick and easy owner
financing (subject to credit approval). No
renters. 601-718-0295

Services-Misc.
AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
learn more.
DISH TV 190 CHANNELS plus
Highspeed
Internet
Only
$49.95/mo! Ask about a 3 year price
guarantee & get Netflix included for 1
year!
Call Today 1-800-319-2526
ULTIMATE BUNDLE from DIRECTV
and AT&T. 2 Year Price Guarantee. Just
$89.99 / month (TV / fast internet /
phone). FREE Whole-Home Genie HDDVR Upgrade. New customers only. Call
today.
1-800-215-6713

For Lease

North Jackson
601-981-3060

START LOSING WEIGHT with
Nutrisystem’s All-New Turbo 10
Plus! Free Shakes are available to help
crush your hunger!* Call us now at 1800-973-8817 *Conditions may apply.

Services-Financial
CREDIT CARD DEBT CRUSHING
YOU? Call DEBT ACTION GROUP. For
limited time, retain our services for FREE.
Slash or Eliminate your balances! Call for
details: 1-800-507-1839

Services-Legal

Place Your Classified Ad

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

In 100 Newspapers!

Services-Medical

1,300 Sq. Ft.
Office Space

Weight Control

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.

STATEWIDE

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services

601-981-3060
Week of July 03, 2016
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Nissan proudly sponsors March Against Fear events
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Nissan in Canton was the corporate sponsor of events to commemorate the
1966 March Against Fear that took place June 23, June 25 and June 26 in Canton and Jackson, including Tougaloo College, the Smith Robertson Museum and
Cultural Center and the state Capitol. James Meredith, who was the first African
American to integrate the University of Mississippi in 1962, started a solo Walk
Against Fear from Memphis to Jackson June 5, 1966 to protest white supremacy
and encourage African Americans to register to vote. He was shot June 6, 1966
and national and local leaders continued his efforts with the March Against Fear,
which became the largest civil rights march in Mississippi.
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Coach Sanders among MAC
2016 Hall of Fame inductees
Mississippi Link Newswire
Coach Herman Sanders, athletic director and boys basketball
coach at Wingfield High School,
was one of five coaches inducted
into the Mississippi Association
of Coaches Hall of Fame June 24,
at the Hilton Hotel in Jackson.
The other coaches were Kenneth Beesley, a championship
football and baseball coach;
Gina Skelton, a championship
basketball coach; Larry Weems,
outstanding football coach; and
Ricky Woods, championship
football coach.
Sanders, a native of Shaw, was
a multi-sport athlete and an AllAmerican All-SWAC track star
at Mississippi Valley State University where he helped lead the
school to NAIA national track
and field championships in 1980
and 1981.
He began his 36-year coaching career at Leflore County High
where he led the track team to
a district title and North State
championship. At Grenada High,

Mississippi Association of Coaches 2016 Hall of
Fame inductees are Kenneth Beesley (front row, from
left) and Gina Skelton; (back row, from left) Ricky
Woods, Larry Weems and Herman Sanders.
he served as head boys’ track
coach and an assistant for girls’
track, football, baseball and boys’
basketball and paced the boys’
track team to 4 district titles and
a 1986 North State Champion-

Coach Herman Sanders (center) is surrounded by several family members who joined him
the night he was inducted into the Mississippi Association of Coaches Hall of Fame.

ship. Sanders arrived at Wingfield High in Jackson in 1993 and
turned the Falcons into a basketball and track powerhouse.
During his career, he coached
the Grenada Chargers and Wing-

field Falcons boys’ hoops teams
to seven district titles, two South
State crowns, two South State
runner-up finishes, and a state
championship. Herman has
paced the Falcons boys’ track

squad to district titles, a South
State runner-up finish, and a state
runner-up. In his 18 years as
head coach of Wingfield’s boys’
basketball, his Falcons have a record of 370 wins and 193 losses.

During his career, his boys’ track
teams have won eight district
crowns, four North State titles
two South State runner-up finishes and a state runner-up while his
girls’ track teams have captured
six district titles, four North State
crowns and three State Championships. He coached the South
boys in the 2007 Mississippi
All-Star Basketball Game and
served as assistant coach then
head coach in the 2011 and 2012
Mississippi/Alabama
All-Star
Basketball Games.
Sanders has won numerous
coach of the year honors during
his career, and has served the
MAC in many capacities including his 2007-08 term as president.
His community involvement has
been extensive and he has given
back to his profession by speaking at clinics across the South.
Herman was inducted into the
MVSU Athletic Hall of Fame in
1998 and into the SWAC Athletic
Hall of Fame in 2012 in track and
field.

JSU names Stephen Peck as soccer coach

Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson State University
Division of Athletics has selected
Stephen Peck as the women’s
soccer program’s third head
coach. Peck officially started his
post July 1.
Peck, who has over 15 years
of head coaching experience, has
an excellent resume. He won a
JUCO national championship, a
.659 winning percentage, and has
qualified for post-season play in
13 of his 15 year head coaching
career. He has coached 55 AllConference players, 59 All-Region players, five regional Players of the Year and 11 NSCAA
All-Americans.
Peck comes to JSU from Oakland City University (Indiana)
where he served as the head
men’s soccer coach for four seasons. During his tenure with the
Mighty Oaks he compiled a 3538-6 record (.551). In his first
season with Oakland City, Peck
guided the Oaks to a 10-6 record
in 2012. That season the team
achieved some program firsts,
such as double-digit regular season victories and defeating the

No. 10 ranked
Lindenwood
University
(NCAA Division
II).
That season he
also led the program to its highPeck
est regular season winning percentage in school history, as well
as having student-athletes recognize by the NCCAA, NSCAA
and the NCAA.
The NCCAA honored two
young men as All-Midwest Region performers and one as a
scholar-athlete. The NSCAA
honored three young men as
Scholar All-North Region academic.
The NCAA recorded nationally that Peck had Aljosa Stankovic
finish 5th in assists per game and
tied for 9th in total assists, while
Nick Little and Nico Gercke finished 24th and 36th in points per
game, 18th and 28th in goals per
game while tying for 39th in goals
scored and 49th in total points.
The 2013 version of the
Mighty Oaks saw an overhauled
roster, featuring just eight return-

ing players, joined by 14 new
faces. Despite the changes, the
Oaks managed to eclipse the
school record for a season, going
11-6-2, while reaching the National Christian College Athletic
Association Division I Midwest
Regional Tournament Championship game, where they lost 2-1
at Spring Arbor University.
Prior to coaching at Oakland
City, Peck coached at CulverStockton College (Canton, Missouri) for two seasons. During his
tenure there he led the Wildcats
to a 2010 record of 6-11-1 (.361),
tied for the most single season
wins and was the highest winning
percentage in over a decade. The
Wildcats had six All-Conference
players, three NSCAA Academic
All-Central Region members and
one Dakstats NAIA All-American student under Peck’s guidance.
The 2010 team was honored with the National Soccer
Coaches Association of America
(NSCAA) Academic All-American Team award. Peck graduated
100 percent of his soccer studentathletes while at Culver-Stockton

College.
Prior to Culver-Stockton, Peck
coached at Jefferson College
(Hillsboro, Missouri), where he
was hired to start the National
Junior College Collegiate Association (NJCAA) Division I
program in 2005. He coached the
Vikings for four seasons, leading
them to a 73-20-7 (.785) overall
record, including winning the
2006 NJCAA Division Junior
College National Championship.
The national championship was
and is the first and only in the college’s history.
During his four years, the
Vikings won one conference
championship, four Region
XVI championships, made four
Sweet Sixteen, three Elite Eight,
one Final Four and one national
championship game appearance.
Peck’s last season, the Vikings
finished with a 19-4-1 record and
a Sweet 16 appearance in the NJCAA National Tournament.
In 2013, Peck and his 2006 National Championship team were
inducted into the Jefferson College Athletic Hall of Fame.
Peck started his coaching

career in 2000 at East Central
College (Union, Missouri) after
serving as the assistant coach
for two and a half seasons. He
led the Rebels to a 2003 NJCAA
third place finish at the national
tournament, won four consecutive Region XVI championships,
made four Sweet Sixteen appearances, one Elite Eight and one Final Four, while posting a 74-30-8
record (.712) in five seasons with
the program.
In his last season the Rebels
were 19-3 and finished third in
the nation, which is still the highest ranking in the institution’s history. Peck boasts an overall NJCAA record is 147-50-15 (.746)
and an impressive 93 percent
graduation rate.
Peck was named the National
Soccer Coaches Association of
America/Adidas National Coach
of the Year in 2003 and 2006. In
2003, he became the first NJCAA
Division I soccer coach to win
the honor without winning the
national championship.
In nine seasons as a NJCAA
head coach, Peck garnered two
Midwest Community College

Athletic Conference championships and eight Region XVI
championships in a row (20012008). His teams made eight
Sweet Sixteen appearances in a
row, four Elite Eight appearances, two Final Four appearances
and captured one National Championship.
He was the Midwest Community College Athletic Conference
Coach of the Year twice, eight
Region XVI Coach of the Year
awards and three NSCAA Central Region Coach of the Year
awards and Coach of the National
Tournament honors in addition to
his two NSCAA National Coach
of the year honors.
Peck completed his undergraduate degree in modern roreign language-Spanish with a
minor in business administration
at Butler University (Indianapolis, Indiana) and earned a Masters
in Education with an emphasis in
sport management from Missouri
Baptist University (St. Louis).
He is married to Wendy Sebastian-Peck and they have two
children, a son Kai and daughter
Mya.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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C.2016, HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY
$17.99 / $24.99 CANADA • 40 PAGES

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
You’re not the only kid in the
world who likes ice cream.
Lots of kids do; everybody
loves a good treat. Other people
like biking, puppies, candy and
video games, too. You’re unique,
but you have a lot in common
with a lot of people and in the
new book “Lincoln and Kennedy: A Pair to Compare” by Gene
Barretta, you’ll see how two great
men were alike, a century apart.
When you first take a look at
Abraham Lincoln and John Kennedy, they’re just two ordinary
presidents. Lincoln was a Republican, Kennedy was a Democrat.
Lincoln was born in 1809, Kennedy was born in 1917. Lincoln
’s family was poor; Kennedy’s
was definitely not.

So far, so different, right?
Not so fast.
Both men were military leaders: Lincoln in the Black Hawk
War, and Kennedy in World War
II. Both were elected to the House
of Representatives, Lincoln in
1846 and Kennedy in 1946. They
were nominated for the vice presidency 100 years apart, but neither won their election.
Lincoln and his wife, Mary,
lost a child before moving into
the White House, and then again
after their move. Kennedy and
his wife, Jacqueline, lost a child
before moving into the White
House, and then again after their
move.
Wow, huh? Just wait….
Lincoln absolutely hated slavery, and did everything he could
to stop it; that’s why he was a Re-

publican, since that party wanted
to end slavery. After the Civil
War, Lincoln met with Frederick Douglass, who knew Lincoln
was “committed to the cause.”
Kennedy hated Jim Crow
laws, and wanted to give African
Americans equal rights. He met
with Martin Luther King Jr., who
knew Kennedy was committed
to the cause. In 1963, Kennedy
presented a Civil Rights bill to
Congress.
Lincoln was shot on a Friday
in Ford’s Theatre. Kennedy was
shot on a Friday while riding in
a Ford Lincoln. Andrew Johnson
took over the presidency when
Lincoln died. Lyndon Johnson
took over the presidency when
Kennedy died.
Today, if you stand at Kennedy’s grave, you can see the Lin-

Film Review

Civil War saga chronicles
exploits of Confederate soldierturned-slave revolt leader

Matthew McConaughey (right) stars as Newton Knight –a Confederate deserter– in the Free State of Jones film.
By Kam Williams
Columnist
While the slave raids led by Nat Turner and
John Brown have been well documented in the annals of American history, the relatively-successful
exploits of another notorious abolitionist insurrectionist have somehow slipped through the cracks,
at least until now.
Newton Knight (Matthew McConaughey) was
born and raised in Jones County, Mississippi, the
grandson of a slave owner, making him, at first
blush, a very unlikely figure to mount a revolt. He
even served as a medic in the Confederate army
during the Civil War, but was disheartened to learn
how the sons of large plantation owners had been
exempted from the military draft. And he was
further demoralized the day a fresh young recruit
(Jacob Lofland) from his hometown who had just
joined his unit perished in battle upon reaching the
front lines.
No longer seeing any sense in poor people
fighting to preserve the privileges of the very rich,
Newt impulsively went AWOL, the dead boy’s
body in tow. He returned to Jones where he is
quickly identified as a deserter. After being abandoned by his wife (Keri Russell) and having his
farm confiscated by the Confederacy, he flees for
his life, finding sanctuary in a swamp deep in the
woods inhabited by a handful of escaped slaves.

There, he befriends Moses (Mahershala Ali), a
runaway bothered by an iron collar that had been
soldered around his neck by a sadistic slave master. Newt, a blacksmith by trade, gains the group’s
trust by freeing the beleaguered black man from
the torturous contraption.
He soon emerges as its very charismatic, spiritual leader, founding the Free State of Jones on a
quartet of core principles promoting racial equality. Gradually, its ranks swell to over 250, with
both ex-slaves and disaffected Rebels joining the
ranks.
In this oasis of racial harmony, Newt proceeds
to fall in love with Rachel (Gugu Mbatha-Raw), a
beautiful black woman who bears him a son. Thus
unfolds Free State of Jones, a reverential biopic
written and directed by four-time Oscar-nominee
Gary Ross.
McConaughey shines from beginning to end
in a star vehicle where the virtuous protagonist is
never allowed to exhibit a flaw. This costume drama proves compelling enough, primarily because
nobody knew such a scenario could possibly have
unfolded in a Southern state like Mississippi supposedly marked by segregation and intolerance.
An overdue history lesson about an important
chapter in America’s long march to freedom.
Kam Williams can be reached at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Thomas Jefferson

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 17)

coln Memorial.
For about as long as there’s
been an internet, most of what’s
inside this book has been on it.
That doesn’t mean, of course,
that your child’s seen these eerie
coincidences before, so “Lincoln
and Kennedy: A Pair to Compare” just might dazzle him.
Starting with, and mixing in,
balancing differences amidst the
similarities, author Gene Barretta

shows kids how history can be a
weird and wonderful thing, especially when it comes to these two
influential presidents.
Barretta doesn’t try to make
things light; he states facts in
straightforward, simple language, allowing his illustrations
to bring the smiles here. Though
I thought the comparison ends
with a whimper, it quickly snaps
back with audience-pleasing tid-

bits that kids will love.
Though this may look like a
children’s picture book, the terminology inside is meant more
for older readers, up to sixth
grade. For them – and maybe
even for you – “Lincoln and
Kennedy: A Pair to Compare” is
a nice treat.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can be
reached at bookwormsez@yahoo.com.
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Robinson, Motown
Harlem Fine Arts Show
legend, honored with
returns to Martha’s
national pop music prize Vineyard Aug. 11 – 14

By Ben Nuckols
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – Whether
he was singing his own compositions or writing for other
artists, Smokey Robinson was
instrumental in shaping the Motown sound that changed American popular music in the 1960s.
Now, his accomplishments have
won him the pop music prize
from the national library.
The Library of Congress announced July 5, that Robinson,
76, is this year’s recipient of
the Gershwin Prize for Popular
Song. The lifetime achievement
award is named for the duo of
George and Ira Gershwin and
was created by Congress to
honor songwriters who entertain, inform and inspire.
Past recipients include Billy
Joel, Paul McCartney, Willie
Nelson and Stevie Wonder.
Robinson has writing credits
on more than 4,000 songs, and
was behind some of the biggest
hits in Motown history. As the
lead singer of the Miracles, he
wrote and performed “You’ve

Robinson
Really Got a Hold on Me,”
‘’The Tracks of My Tears” and
“I Second That Emotion.” He
also wrote some of the Temptations’ best-known songs,
including “My Girl,” ‘’Get
Ready” and “The Way You Do
the Things You Do.”
“It gives me such joy and
gratitude to be included among
the past recipients of this most
prestigious songwriting award,”
Robinson said in a statement.
Robinson still performs regu-

larly and was in Washington
July 4 as part of the lineup for
annual “Capitol Fourth” concert
on the lawn of the Capitol.
Born in Detroit, Robinson collaborated closely with Motown
founder Berry Gordy, working
as a producer and talent scout
in addition to his songwriting
duties. He was the label’s vice
president for nearly 30 years.
In addition to the Temptations, he wrote for Marvin
Gaye, Brenda Holloway, the
Marvelettes, the Beatles, the
Rolling Stones and Michael
Jackson.
“His rich melodies are works
of art – enduring, meaningful
and powerful. And he is a master at crafting lyrics that speak
to the heart and soul, expressing
ordinary themes in an extraordinary way,” acting Librarian of
Congress David Mao said in a
statement. “It is that quality in
his music that makes him one of
the greatest poetic songwriters
of our time.”
Robinson will accept the prize
in Washington in November.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
HARLEM, N.Y., – The Harlem Fine Arts Show will return to the Harbour View Hotel in Martha’s Vineyard Aug.
11-14, for its highly anticipated 2016 exhibition and sale.
The four-day traveling show
of contemporary paintings,
sculpture and photography –
the largest of its kind featuring
art from the African Diaspora
– first debuted at Martha’s
Vineyard in 2012. The exhibition is open to collectors, art
enthusiasts, educators, and
professionals. This will be the
third stop of the show’s fivecity tour.
On Aug. 13, HFAS will
host a special brunch, lecture
and book signing in recognition of iconic freedom fighter,
Harriet R. Tubman, who is set
to become the first African
American to appear on U.S.
currency.
Special guests for the luncheon are Karen Hill, president/CEO of the Tubman
Home in Auburn, N.Y. and

award-winning author, Kate
Larsen, Ph.D., whose book,
“Bound for the Promised
Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero,” is
the definitive Tubman biography.
“We, at the Harlem Fine
Arts Show, were incredibly
moved to learn that Ms. Tubman would forever be immortalized on our currency, and
we wanted to celebrate this
historic moment,” said Dion
Clarke, founder of the Harlem Fine Art Show. “A portion of the proceeds from the
luncheon will benefit the Tubman Home, and we are very
excited to be one of the first
organizations to support Tubman Home in this way.”
As always, the show will
feature some of the most prolific and sought-after artists of
color in the world.
Confirmed participants include: Gabrielle BakerArt, Art
on the Avenue, True African
Art.Com, E&S Gallery, Nkosi
Distinctive Imported Crafts,

LLC, Samuel Augustin, Andrew Nichols, Ted Ellis, Michael Escoffery, Bill Hodges
Gallery, Black Art in America
and PeaceQuilts.
Northwestern
Mutual,
Country Financial and Bahamas Ministry of Tourism are
sponsors of the 2016 Harlem
Fine Arts Show tour. Additional sponsors and partners
include the online site, Black
Art in America.
For additional information,
visit www.hfas.org/ or call
(914) 450-4269.
Tickets to the Aug. 13 luncheon are sold separately and
early reservations are encouraged as seats are limited.
Group- seating for 10 or more
is also available.
Remaining tour dates for
2016 are Washington, D.C.,
Sept. 14-17 and Chicago, Nov.
10-13.
For more details on the
luncheon, contact Michele
March, (201) 923.4533 (cell),
or via e-mail at michele.
march@gmail.com

’The Birth of a Nation’ film Friday’s American Black Film Festival fuels the future
inspires library lectures

The Associated Press
NEW YORK – Nate Parker’s
“The Birth of a Nation” isn’t out
until October, but some libraries
will be teaching about the slave
rebellion that it’s based on later
this summer.
“The Birth of a Nation: Slavery, Resistance & Abolition” will
be offered in libraries, museums
and other institutions from Aug.
21 through Oct. 30. Those are the
dates when Nat Turner began his
bloody slave revolt in 1831 and
when it ended with his capture.
He was convicted and hanged
days later.
Parker said he hopes the movie
will inspire people to challenge
injustices worldwide and said the

lecture series would help. “This
speaker series is a great way to
engage local communities in an
honest discussion about slavery
and its legacy in America,” he
said in a statement released Tuesday.
The American Library Association and the United Nations
Remember Slavery Programme
are teaming up with Fox Searchlight Pictures, which is releasing
the film, and BazanED to present
the lectures.
Among the libraries that have
already signed up for the lectures
are public libraries in Chicago
and Detroit.
“The Birth of a Nation” will be
released Oct. 7.

By Ronda Racha Penrice
Urban News Service
When Jeff Friday traveled to
his first Sundance Film Festival
to catch Love Jones in 1997,
what struck him most is what he
didn’t see.
“I returned from Sundance
very inspired by what I saw
there, but what I did not see was
filmmakers of color,” says Friday. “So I came back to New
York inspired to create something like it that really served as
a platform for black filmmakers.” That’s when Friday first
envisioned the American Black
Film Festival.
Back then, the Newark native
and Howard University alumnus – who holds an MBA from
New York University – worked

as a high-ranking advertising executive at the black-owned UniWorld Group. There, he oversaw
marketing campaigns targeting
African-American moviegoers.
Mexico’s Ministry of Tourism,
a UniWorld client, loved the
concept and hosted the event in
Acapulco.
Ninety people, including longtime supporters Bill Duke and
Robert Townsend, attended that
very first Acapulco Black Film
Festival. Nearly 800 arrived the
next year, and 3,500 attended in
2001. The festival moved to Miami Beach in 2002 and domesticated its name to the American
Black Film Festival. From South
Beach to L.A. and New York
City, the site of 2015’s gathering, between 5,000 and 10,000

regularly attend.
While there are many other
black-oriented film festivals,
Friday’s uniquely integrates
black Hollywood veterans, new
talent and numerous corporate
partners.
“The artistic community, the
actors, the writers, the producers, the directors, they all support us, and the corporate community,” says Friday. “You need
companies to support [the festival], so we’ve been very, very
successful at getting companies
to understand the importance of
the mission, the importance of
diversity. This was before #OscarsSoWhite, so it was a little
more difficult getting companies
to understand the importance of
inclusion in film and TV.”

Founding partner HBO,
known for its signature HBO
Short Film Competition, got it
from the start. The festival also
has welcomed, among others,
Fox Searchlight, Starz, TV One
and Universal.
In addition, it has sought nontraditional partnerships. Cadillac has been a long-term partner. And, this year, McDonald’s
sponsored the “My Community”
national video competition for
aspiring black filmmakers, giving them a chance to be mentored by The Best Man writer/
director Malcolm D. Lee. Prudential presented a seminar with
Oscar-nominated costume designer Ruth E. Carter (Malcolm
X, Lee Daniels’ The Butler,
Black Panther).
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piggly wiggly
July 6 - 12, 2016

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FRESH SLICED

BONELESS
RUMP ROAST
$ 50

QUARTER LOIN
PORK CHOPS
$ 59

2

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

FRESH PORK

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

BONELESS
TENDERLOIN

$ 25

$ 99

2

PER LB.

FAMILY PACK

TURKEY NECKS
& WINGS

69
PER LB.

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

SAVE ON

/5

2 $

USDA CHOICE BEEF BONELESS

FRESH THIN SLICED

BOTTOM
ROUND STEAK

BREAKFAST
PORK CHOPS

$ 99

$ 50

THIRST QUENCHER

PIGGLY WIGGLY

2

2

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

PER LB.

BABY LIMA
BEANS

GATORADE
DRINK

VEGETABLE
OIL

$ 50

$ 00

$ 00

1

48 OZ. BTL.

FRESH PRODUCE
SWEET GEORGIA

PEACHES

PLUMS

$ 00

$ 50

NATURES

PER LB.

GREENS

LARGE RED RIPE

/1

SPREAD PATTIES 3 $
8 0Z. ......................................................
PIGGLY WIGGLY

HEARTY FLAKY
$
BISCUITS
......................................
12 OZ.

1

00

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SHREDDED
$
CHEESE
................................
16 OZ. PKG.

2

75

ASSORTED

YOPLIAT
2$
YOGURT
..............................
4 - 6 OZ. CUPS

/1

1

00

PIGGLY WIGGLY SELECT

FRESH RUSSET

POTATOES

¢

$ 00

PER LB.

COUNTRY BRAND

56 OZ.

TOMATOES

/ 4 75

MUSTARD, TURNIP, COLLARD, 16 OZ.

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

SUNNY D
$
CHILLER
......................................

1

1

69

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

SAVE ON

SWEET RED

PER LB.

2 $

2

32 OZ. BTL.

16 OZ.

DRUMSTICKS
OR THIGHS
¢

JUICY, GRILLED JUMBOS, BUN SIZE,
HOT DINNER FRANK, 15 OZ.

3

FRESH FROZEN

FRESH FRYER

BRYAN

PER LB.

¢

1

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

FRESH

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2

8 LB. BAG

FROZEN
3$
POTATOES
........................................
2 LB.

/5

SELECT FROZEN

MARY B'S
2$
BISCUITS
.................................
24 - 35 OZ.

/5

