
Congratulations 
are in order for 
Ryone Thompson, 
18, of Hattiesburg, 
who was crowned 
National Ameri-
can Miss Missis-
sippi Teen 2016 
last weekend at the 
state pageant.

“I still can’t be-
lieve it. It feels 
like a dream,” said 
Thompson, who 
has been a part of 
the National Amer-
ican Miss organi-
zation for nearly 
five years.

The title earns 
Thompson a 
$1,300 scholarship. 
She, along with Mississippi winners in different catego-
ries, will head to Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif., during 
Thanksgiving week this fall to compete for national titles 
and prizes worth more than $500,000. 

What Thompson enjoys most about NAM is the pag-
eants don’t focus on the outside of a person. She credits 
the organization for improving her communication, poise 
and presentation skills as well as increasing overall confi-
dence. NAM awards $1.5 million in cash, scholarships and 
prizes yearly to assist the development of young women 
nationwide.

The May 2016 graduate of Oak Grove High School 
is grateful for the opportunity to share her platform of 
“Searching For The Green Light” across the state. Her 
platform raises awareness about ADHD  (attention-deficit/
hyperactivity disorder ), something Thompson was diag-
nosed with at age 9.

“I know how it feels to be left behind in the classroom,” 
said Thompson. However, as she shares her message with 
youth and parents across Mississippi she tells children, 
“You can be successful.”

Thompson’s mother, Niki Thompson, explained how 
her daughter’s platform allows her to share information on 
handling ADHD after diagnosis, particularly mentoring, 
treatment and counseling combined. 

“One of the biggest things (with having ADHD) is being 
very forgetful,” Niki Thompson said. Her daughter had to 
learn how to prioritize activities in her life.

The pageant life wasn’t something Ryone or her family 
set out to do. After winning a school pageant years ago, 
the teenager received an open call letter from NAM and 
the rest is history.

She has placed and competed in several pageants. She 
was chosen Miss Hattiesburg Outstanding Teen 2014-
2015, which was a pageant conducted by the Miss America 
organization. She was second runner-up for the state title 
that year though she won first place in interview – a feat 
she credits to her dad, Roderick Thompson. He teaches at 
East Marion High School in Columbia and has been an 
English teacher for 15 years. He majored in speech com-
munication in college with a minor in drama. 

While some contestants hire interview coaches to pre-
pare for pageants, Roderick Thompson is the one who 
gets his daughter ready for what he describes as her “God-
given talent.”

He gained insight on pageant requirements from others 

Leaders across the nation 
have made their voices heard in 
regard to the recent killings of 
Alton Sherling in Baton Rouge, 
La., and Philander Castile in St. 
Paul, Minn., at the hands of po-
lice officers as well as the shoot-
ings and deaths of Dallas, Texas 
officers by a sniper.

On July 14, the Mississippi 
State Conference NAACP and 
Mt. Helm Church will host a 
conversation about police bru-
tality in light of the recent trag-
edies.

The event will convene at 
6 p.m. July 14, at Mt. Helm 
Church, 300 Church St., in Jack-
son.

C o n f i r m e d 
guest speakers 
are Jackson Po-
lice Chief Lee 
Vance, Rankin 
County Sheriff 
Bryan Bailey, a 

representative from Hinds Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, Rep. 
Kabir Karriem and National Al-
liance for Mental Illness Execu-
tive Director Tameka Smith.

“It is our hope that these con-
versations lead to community-
based solutions that bridge the 
gap between law enforcement 
and the community,” said Der-
rick Johnson, MS NAACP presi-
dent.

Counselors and spiritual lead-

ers will be in attendance to pro-
vide prayer and counseling ser-
vices for individuals who are 
angry and fearful as a result of 
recent incidents.

“The community is in pain and 
scared. We’re afraid for our chil-
dren and we’re hurt that the jus-
tice system has failed us so many 
times. We hope that this event 
provides answers and healing to 
the community.”

Some statements of response 
from national leaders are as fol-
lows:

Melanie L. Campbell, presi-
dent and CEO of the national 
coalition on black civic par-
ticipation said, “After two days 
in which two black lives were 

taken by police and now last 
night’s murder of five Dallas 
police officers who were merely 
doing their job protecting peace-
ful protesters, I am stunned and 
heartbroken. This is a time that 
is so hard to grasp where it will 
end up for black people and the 
nation as a whole.

“The National Coalition of 
Black Civic Participation joins 
the nation in praying for the po-
lice officers’ families who were 
gunned down so senselessly as 
well as the victims who are in 
hospital fighting for their lives. 
It is our hope that this nation find 
strength in prayer and in unity.”

The General Missionary Bap-
tist State Convention of Mis-
sissippi, Inc. will host its An-
nual Session July 18-22, at the 
Downtown Marriott Hotel in 
Jackson.

Baptist churches from across 
the state will convene to learn, 
fellowship and take care of con-

vention business during this 
time.

Events will take place at 
Thalia Mara Hall and the Jack-
son Convention Complex.

Activities include the Wom-
en’s Auxiliary Fashion Share at 
1 p.m. July 18, at Cade Chapel 
M.B. Church. Tickets are $30 
per person. Transportation will 

be provided from the Marriott 
to Cade Chapel M.B. Church.

The welcome program and 
musical are set for 6 p.m. July 
18, at Thalia Mara Hall. Nation-
al gospel recording artist Kathy 
Taylor will perform along with 
the 300-member youth choir 
and the State Baptist adult choir.

A special legislative update 

will take place July 19.
The Rev. Donaldson Jones 

of Alabama will be the guest 
speaker for the annual J. H. 
Jackson and David Matthews 
Night July 20.

The Young Peoples Division 
will host national gospel record-
ing artists JeKalyn Carr and 
Alexis Spight for a concert at 7 

p.m. July 20. 
The Rev. Isiac Jackson, state 

president, will give his annual 
address July 22.

Lots of vendors will be pres-
ent throughout the week.

AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
will conduct free HIV tests dur-
ing the convention.

Attendees will hear from rep-

resentatives from the NAACP, 
AARP and Coalition for A Pros-
perous Mississippi.

Christian education and Red 
Cross classes, seminars and 
auxiliary meetings will also be 
held.

For more information, call 
(601) 955-1132 or visit www.
gmbsc.org. 

Churches across the state were 
asked to set aside consecrated 
prayer time Tuesday in the wake of 
major gun violence events across 
the country in recent weeks.

Mission Mississippi organized 
the pray-in, in response to police 
shootings and deaths of Alton Ster-
ling in Baton Rouge, La., and Phi-
lander Castile in St. Paul, Minn., 
as well as the shootings targeting 
Dallas police officers where five of 

them were killed during a before-
hand peaceful protest march.

The Baton Rouge and Minnesota 
shootings added to a long list of 
black men killed by police under 
questionable circumstances in re-
cent years.

“The message of the prayers was 
unity and a need to discuss frustra-
tions without violence,” said Ned-
die Winters, president of Mission 
Mississippi.

For 23 years Mission Mississippi 
has been working with Mississippi-

ans to bring about racial reconcili-
ation and healing around the state.

“We have a place where we can 
share this love that God has given 
us,” Winters said. “The prayer also 
included the living out of the gos-
pel, the grace of God, of Jesus.”

Winters said they also prayed for 
healing of the wounded in Dallas, 
the wounded in Baton Rouge, the 
wounded across the country.

He said the prayer event also 
challenged believers in Christ to 
make his words of love a lifestyle. 

“Loving, praying, forgiving,” Win-
ters said.

Pastor C.J. Rhodes said when he 
saw the video of Sterling’s shoot-
ing it seemed so up close and per-
sonal.

“It made me grieve for his fam-
ily,” said Rhodes, who participated 
in Tuesday’s prayer gathering.

“It also made me think about be-
ing a black man and the father of 

Several ministers and lay people joined Mission Mississippi’s pray-in Tuesday morning. PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. JONES
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and went from there.
“I just spend a lot of time re-

searching,” he said. “Ryone is 
easy to work with. (Pageant of-
ficials) don’t want unintelligent 
queens.”

He makes sure she keeps 
abreast of current events by 
watching news programs such 
as CNN. All pageants ask about 
life goals and in her most recent 
pageant, Ryone had to give a 
30-second personal introduc-
tion. 

Just before a pageant, Ryone 
and her dad hone her interview 
skills by lots of practicing in 
which he drills her with ques-
tions to immediately answer.

“He’s definitely a lifesaver 
and an angel,” Ryone said.

Thompson is a testament to 
overall success.

Her honors include Beta 
Club, Emerging Young Leaders, 
Spirit Girls of Hattiesburg, Link 
Mentoring Program, Speech/
Debate, Ivy Pearls of Hatties-
burg, Honor Graduate of Oak 
Grove High School, Mississippi 
Scholar 2016 and Golden Eagle 
Recipient 2016. She also works 
at the Hattiesburg Zoo.

This fall she plans to attend 
the University of Southern Mis-

sissippi in Hattiesburg – her 
parents’ alma mater – and major 
in broadcast journalism.

She is setting her sights on 
winning more pageants, includ-
ing Miss America one day.

As for young girls consider-

ing pageants, her advice is to 
“step outside of your comfort 
zone. You can gain friendships 
that last a lifetime.”

Shanderia K. Posey can be 
reached at sposey@mississip-
pilink.com.
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two black boys,” Rhodes said. 
“Now we have to respond to 
the madness. We saw what hap-
pened in Baton Rouge, St. Paul, 
Dallas, so it was just a week of 
compounded grief.

“Sometimes as a church we 
want to rush past the grief, rush 
past the pain. But in the book 
of Jeremiah and Lamentations 
there is space to lament, to weep, 
to ask questions,” Rhodes said

“So I would hope that as we 
pray for unity, we don’t rush 
past the pain of the moment.”

Rhodes added, “We don’t 
need truces, we need truth. The 
only way to get truth is by deal-
ing with the hurt, pain and in-
justice and through that comes a 
better resolution.”

Other ministers who partici-
pated in Jackson were the Rev. 
Thomas Perkins, the Rev. Jerry 
Lindsey, the Rev. Mark Mitchell 
and Rick Canada.

Other lay people came to pray. 
Paige Haven, who handles 

public relations for Mission 
Mississippi, said when she saw 
reports of all the shootings she 
searched for a response from 
God. “The response was ‘get 
on your face before Me.’ My 
husband literally found me face 

down in the bathroom in prayer,” 
Haven said. “It was what I was 
compelled to do.”

Winters said Mission Missis-
sippi seeks to provide an avenue 
for dialogue among races in a 
non-threatening environment. 
“(We are providing) a place 
where you can sit down and talk 
without being attacked, an at-
mosphere where you can have 

disagreements and yet come to-
gether,” Winters said

“This is not a reaction to what 
has happened. This is our con-
tinued response as a mission and 
movement of the body of Christ, 
what we’ve been doing for 23 
years, bringing people together,” 
Winters said.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
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Ryone Thompson celebrates with her family after winning the Miss 
Mississippi Teen 2016 pageant. Pictured are (from left) Rahmil, brother; 
Roderick Thompson, dad; Ryone, and Niki Thompson, mom. 

Neddie Winters, president of Mission Mississippi, explains why a 
group of religious leaders came together to pray Tuesday morning in 
light of recent police-involved shootings across the country. Standing 
next to him is the Rev. Thomas Perkins. PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. JONES
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Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., 
president andCEO of the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers 
Association, said, “The kill-
ings of African Americans in 
Louisiana and Minnesota dur-
ing the past week represent an 
escalating national pattern of 
fatal police killings that ap-
pear to be racially motivated.

“These incidents are not 
isolated local tragedies, but 
are the terrible growing mani-
festations of a deadly national 
system of racism in the crimi-
nal justice system that needs 
to be effectively challenged 
and changed. There are today 
too many African-American 
families and communities that 
continue to endure police bru-
tality and fatal violence across 
the United States. This is a 
national crisis that demands 
immediate federal interven-
tion to both investigate and to 
prosecute police officers who 
commit these wanton racially 
motivated killings.

“We, therefore, demand that 
a Special Federal Prosecutor 
be immediately appointed by 
the United States Department 
of Justice. To date, unfortu-
nately, local investigations 
and prosecutions have been 
ineffective and have not in-
sured equal justice. The Spe-
cial Federal Prosecutor has to 
be independent and impartial. 
We have heard from many 
NNPA member publishers 
throughout the nation who 
expressed profound disgust 
and moral outrage about these 
brutalities. We will not be si-
lent in the face of these con-
tinued injustices. We demand 
action by the federal govern-
ment now.”

U.S. Rep. John Lewis of 
Georgia remarked, “We feel 

the pain, we feel the hurt of 
the people of Baton Rouge, 
Minnesota and Dallas across 
the country. Whatever we do 
we must do it in an orderly, 
peaceful and non-violent fash-
ion.”

Rev. Jerry Young, president 
of the National Baptist Con-
vention said, “Once again our 
nation is faced with the real-
ity of senseless shootings: Mr. 
Philando Castile in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, Mr. Alton Ster-
ling in Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana, and five police officers in 
Dallas, Texas. With the tragic 
and devastating news of these 
recent killings, along with the 
seven others who were injured 
in Dallas, we are reminded 
that violence and retaliation 
are never the solution to our 
frustration and anger. Our 
heartfelt thoughts and prayers 
are extended to the family of 
each victim.

“May all know that we are 
resolved as spiritual leaders in 
this nation to do whatever we 
can do to help bring America 
together. May the wisdom of 
Martin Luther King Jr. provide 
us the needed encouragement 
today King said, “Returning 
violence for violence multi-
plies violence, adding deeper 
darkness to a night already 
devoid of stars. Darkness can-
not drive out darkness; only 
light can do that. Hate can-
not drive out hate; only love 
can do that. Now is the time 
to come together in love and 

unity, praying for America.”
Young continued, “To that 

end, I am encouraging all of 
our National Baptist churches 
on Sunday morning to have 
a time of serious prayer, that 
God will give us guidance and 
wisdom as we seek to become 
catalysts to the process of 
healing our country. As am-
bassadors of Christ, we must 
exercise the power we have 
within us by bathing all of 
our efforts in prayer, knowing 
that more things are wrought 
through prayer than the aver-
age person can ever imagine. 
I ask that National Baptists, 
throughout our country, unite 
in prayer, praying that God 
will somehow allow each of 
us to recognize the value of 
every life; that God will give 
us a revival that reminds and 
empowers those in authority 
to recognize the importance of 
the tenor and tone of what is 
put in the public square; that 
God will help those in lead-
ership and authority as well 
as each of us to refrain from 
rhetoric that fans the flame of 
divisiveness among us; and 
that He instills within each of 
us a fervent desire to humble 
ourselves and pray, to seek 
His face and turn from our 
wicked ways so that He can 
heal our land. (2 Chronicles 
7:14)

President Barack Obama 
speaking at the memorial ser-
vice in Dallas, Texas said, “I 
understand how Americans 
are feeling. But Dallas, I’m 
here to say we must reject 
such despair. I’m here to insist 
that we are not as divided as 
we seem. And I know that be-
cause I know America. I know 
how far we’ve come against 
impossible odds.”

Conversation
Continued from page 1 Hood plans no appeal of HB 1523

On July 13, Mississippi At-
torney General Jim Hood re-
leased the following statement 
regarding HB 1523:

After careful review of the 
law, and the social and fiscal 
impacts of HB 1523, I have 
decided not to appeal the Fed-
eral Court’s injunction in this 
case against me. I am con-
vinced that continuing this di-
visive and expensive litigation 
is not in the best interests of 
the state of Mississippi or its 
taxpayers.

First, both HB 1523’s critics 
and supporters acknowledge 
that the bill did not change 
state or federal law. For ex-
ample, there is no state law 
requiring pastors to marry 
same-sex couples, and I doubt 
that the Legislature would 
ever pass one. Moreover, the 
Mississippi Legislature has 
already passed the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act 
which protects a person’s right 
to exercise his or her religious 
beliefs. HB 1523’s critics and 
supporters also recognize that 
HB 1523 cannot overturn or 
preempt federal law. As ac-
knowledged by our Governor, 
HB 1523 is not a defense to a 
federal lawsuit.

Simply stated, all HB 1523 
has done is tarnish Mississip-
pi’s image while distracting us 
from the more pressing issues 
of decaying roads and bridges, 
underfunding of public educa-
tion, the plight of the mentally 
ill and the need to solve our 
state’s financial mess.

Instead of focusing on these 
critical issues, our state lead-
ers have given away the store 
by handing tax breaks to big 
corporations that neither need 

nor deserve them. Due to the 
leadership’s corporate hand-
outs, corporations have paid 
$117.8 million less in taxes in 
FY2016 than FY2015, accord-
ing to the Legislative Budget 
Office. That is a 16 percent tax 
cut for big corporations in one 
year. These corporate tax cuts 
will conservatively increase 
to at least $181 million dur-
ing this fiscal year, according 
to LBO. In addition to the $56 
million legislative “mistake”, 
at least another $79 million 
will not be available next year, 
for a bare minimum of a $135 
million budget hole. The num-
bers do not lie that we have a 
budget crisis that will cause 
a danger to our families from 
the mentally ill problem alone.

Second, to appeal HB 1523 
and fight for an empty bill 
that dupes one segment of our 
population into believing it 
has merit while discriminating 
against another is just plain 
wrong. I don’t believe that’s 
the way to carry out Jesus’ pri-
mary directives to protect the 
least among us and to love thy 
neighbor.

But make no mistake, the 
Office of Attorney General is 
prepared to protect religious 
freedoms and defend our First 
Amendment rights if and when 
the facts so justify in future 
cases.

Public employees, includ-
ing elected officials, have an 
unspoken contract with the 
state to follow the law. Mis-
information that, without HB 
1523, pastors, churches, bak-
ers, wedding planners or other 
private service providers will 
be forced to violate their re-
ligious beliefs has been used 
repeatedly to frighten our citi-

zens into supporting the dog-
matic politicians who use reli-
gion for political gain.

In the event that the Fed-
eral Court’s injunction was 
overturned on appeal, this liti-
gation would not end. These 
cases would be set for a full 
evidentiary trial. Other chal-
lenges would likely be filed. 
The state would face years of 
additional and expensive liti-
gation over HB 1523’s imple-
mentation. My office is already 
spending its limited resources 
defending numerous lawsuits 
challenging recent bills en-
acted by the Legislature re-
garding abortion restrictions, 
MAEP funding, Planned Par-
enthood funding, the Jackson-
Evers International Airport 
and charter schools. In addi-
tion, my office will continue to 
try to serve the families of ho-
micide victims as well as sur-
viving victims of domestic vio-
lence, human trafficking and 
other violent crimes, including 
our injured law enforcement 
officers, firefighters and first 
responders. We will attempt to 
do all of this as the Legislature 
hands out ill-advised tax cuts 
to corporations, runs a budget 
deficit, slashes funding for this 
office and other state agen-
cies, and cuts critical services 
to citizens.

I will, however, continue to 
monitor the lawsuits regard-
ing HB 1523 and may appeal 
the federal court’s June 27 
decision to reopen the closed 
same-sex marriage case de-
pending on the wording of the 
Court’s final order. I don’t be-
lieve a federal court had juris-
diction to extend the previous 
injunction to all circuit clerks 
who were not parties.
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Hundreds come out for Black Rodeo
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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The 14th annual Jackson Mississippi Black 
Rodeo was July 9, at the Mississippi Coli-
seum. Hundreds came out to watch cowboys 
and cowgirls perform calf roping, team rop-
ing, bareback riding, and barrel racing. At-
tendees were also entertained with perfor-
mances from Jwonn, Soul Fruit and Jody 
Watley and Shalamar. 



JPS Board member Otha Burton Jr., gave 
a brief farewell address as his term on the 
School Board drew to an end in June.

Burton was selected to serve on the Board 
by former Jackson Mayor Harvey Johnson 
in 2010. Burton served as co-president of 
the Boyd Elementary PTA from 1988-89. 
He and his wife, Anne, had one son, Mi-
chael, who attended JPS schools and was 
a music emphasis student at Power APAC.

In 2013, Burton was named the executive 
director of the Institute of Government at 
Jackson State University. Before that, he 
served as chair of the Department of Ur-
ban and Regional Planning and associate 
professor and associate dean of the School 
of Policy and Planning at JSU. From 1998-
2005, Burton was the chief administrative 
officer for the city of Jackson.

In his remarks, Burton described his pub-
lic service in these various capacities, as 
well as on the JPS School Board, as a pas-
sion and a calling.

“Keep the focus on the children,” urged 
Burton. “Urban central city, inner city, 
that’s who we are. We are going to take 

them (our students), make them who they 
are. That’s our role and we must be passion-
ate about it.”

“He is, in my humble estimation, not only 
a wise visionary and elder statesman but the 
only other man I can go to for very sound 
advice besides my own dad,” said JPS Su-
perintendent Cedrick Gray, in announcing 
Burton’s departure from the Board.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The 
Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee  approved 
legislation July 13, sponsored 
by U.S. Senators Thad Cochran 
(R-Miss.) and Roger Wicker 
(R-Miss.) to authorize a study 
on designating the home of 
slain civil rights leader Medgar 
Evers as a National Park Ser-
vice unit.

Wednesday’s committee ap-
proval of the Medgar Evers 
House Study Act (S.2177) 
makes the measure available 
for consideration by the Sen-
ate.

“More than 50 years have 
passed since many of the sig-

nificant events of the Civil 
Rights Movement took place. 
The tragic murder of Medgar 
Evers at his home was such an 
event.

This bill would direct the 
National Park Service to study 
how the nation’s civil rights 
history may be enhanced by 
the preservation of the Evers 
home,” Cochran said.

“We are one step closer to 
achieving this important goal,” 
Wicker said. “I am confident 
that the study, once completed, 
will prove what many of us 
already know – that Medgar 
Evers’s home is a historic land-
mark worthy of being included 
in the National Park System. I 

am hopeful that the Senate will 
consider this legislation soon.”

The measure would autho-
rize a special resource study 
to evaluate the national sig-
nificance of the Medgar Evers 
home in Jackson and to deter-
mine the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating it as a unit 
of the National Park System. 
The study would also consider 
alternatives for preserving, 
protecting and interpreting the 
site by federal, state, or local 
governments, or private enti-
ties and organizations.

The legislation is supported 
by Tougaloo College, which 
acquired the Evers home in 
1993 and designated it as a mu-

seum in 1997. The site is a des-
ignated Mississippi landmark 
under the State Antiquity Law 
and is also listed on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places.

A House companion mea-
sure (HR.959) introduced by 
Congressman Bennie Thomp-
son (D-Miss.) was approved by 
voice vote in the House of Rep-
resentatives last September.

Medgar Evers, a World 
War II veteran and civil rights 
leader, was assassinated June 
12, 1963, in the driveway of 
his home while his family was 
inside. The home, preserved 
by Tougaloo College, includes 
items regarding the Evers’ ca-
reer and legacy.
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Burton

JPS Board members salute Otha Burton as he ends his tenure on the JPS School Board. Participants include (from left) Vikki 
Mumford, Secretary to the board; Burton; Kodi Hobbs; Anne Burton, Burton’s wife; Rickey Jones, board member; Camille 
Stutts Simms, board member; JoAnne Shepherd, JPS counsel; Beneta Burt, board president; Dorian Turner, board counsel;  
Richard Lind, board vice president; Cedrick Gray, JPS superintendent; and Jed Oppenheim, board secretary.

Bill authorizes study to add Evers 
home to National Park System
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Burton bids farewell to JPS Board as term ends

On July 11, the Mississippi State De-
partment of Health reported three new 
cases of Zika virus, bringing the 2016 
total to eight. The cases were in residents 
from Chickasaw, Hinds and Rankin 
counties who recently traveled to St. 
Thomas, Nicaragua and Guatemala.

Last week, two cases were reported 
from DeSoto and Madison counties, in 
travelers to Jamaica and Guatemala re-
spectively. Three other travel-related 
cases occurred earlier this year.

So far this year four cases of West 
Nile virus have been reported in Hinds, 
Grenada, Lamar and Rankin counties. 
The MSDH only reports laboratory-
confirmed cases to the public. In 2015, 
Mississippi had 38 WNV cases and one 
death.

“At least 46 other U.S. states and terri-
tories have already reported travel-asso-
ciated cases,” said State Epidemiologist 
Dr. Thomas Dobbs. “Now that school 
is out, we know it is a popular time for 
mission trips and vacations to these ar-
eas. Please be especially mindful of pro-
tecting yourself from mosquitoes while 
you’re abroad. Simple steps can make a 
big difference.”

Zika is a mosquito-borne virus that 
may cause serious birth defects if con-
tracted during pregnancy. Zika virus 
infection can cause a mild illness with 
symptoms (fever, joint pain, conjuncti-
vitis or rash) lasting for several days to 
a week, but 80 percent of those infected 
have mild symptoms or no symptoms 
at all. Death is very rare. The MSDH 
strongly advises pregnant women not to 
travel to countries where Zika is actively 
being transmitted.

Zika has been seen in parts of Africa, 

Southeast Asia, and some Pacific islands 
for years, but has recently been reported 
in approximately 30 countries, mostly in 
the Caribbean, Central and South Ameri-
ca. The breed of mosquito that is spread-
ing Zika – Aedes aegypti – has not been 
detected in Mississippi since the early 
1990s. The MSDH is currently conduct-
ing surveillance for Aedes mosquito pop-
ulations in every county in the state.

In previous years, WNV has been re-
ported from all parts of the state. All Mis-
sissippians are potentially at risk – not 
just the areas where cases are reported.

Symptoms of WNV infection are of-
ten mild and may include fever, head-
ache, nausea, vomiting, a rash, muscle 
weakness or swollen lymph nodes. In a 
small number of cases, infection can re-
sult in encephalitis or meningitis, which 
can lead to paralysis, coma and possibly 
death.

The MSDH suggests the following 
precautions to protect yourself and your 
environment from mosquito-borne ill-
nesses:

• Use an EPA-registered mosquito re-
pellent that contains DEET while you are 
outdoors.

• Remove all sources of standing water 
around your home and yard to prevent 
mosquito breeding.

• Wear loose, light-colored, long cloth-
ing to cover the arms and legs when out-
doors.

• Avoid areas where mosquitoes are 
prevalent.

For more information on mosquito-
borne illnesses, visit the MSDH web-
site at HealthyMS.com/westnile and 
HealthyMs.com/zika. Follow MSDH by 
e-mail and social media at HealthyMS.
com/connect.

Three new Zika cases 
associated with travel
The Mississippi Link Newswire



The Jackson Medical Mall Foundation will 
host its first JumpStart: The Back to School Jam 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. July 16.

The event will feature national recording artist, 
actor and entertainer, Jacob Latimore. A variety 
of activities are scheduled for that day to include a 
celebrity meet and greet, school supply giveaway, 
free health screenings and a visual art contest and 
talent showcase in which students can compete 
for cash prizes.

In addition, the Hinds County Health Depart-
ment is scheduled to hold a special clinic during 
JumpStart, for school-age children needing im-
munizations.

“We want to create opportunities for meaning-
ful youth, community, and civic engagement at 
the Jackson Medical Mall that would tie togeth-
er all facets of the Foundation’s mission,” says 
Executive Director Primus Wheeler Jr. “While 
Jumpstart is the foundation’s first back to school 
jam for the arts, we hope that this is the launch of 

an annual event that caters to youth and young 
people throughout the state of Mississippi.”

This event is sponsored by Magnolia Health 
Plan, United Health Care, Metro Area Community 
Empowerment, Mississippi EyeCare Associates, 
The Difference Group LLC, Mississippi Paralysis 
Association, Comcast and Outfront Publication. 
There is no cover charge for this event.

For more details, contact Fallon Brewster at 
(601) 982-8467 ext.13.
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The following is a statement 
from the Hinds County Board 
of Supervisors:

It has long been the policy 
of the Hinds County Board 
of Supervisors that minority, 
women, disadvantaged and 
disabled veteran business en-
terprises be afforded the maxi-
mum opportunity to participate 
in the county’s contracting 
and procurement programs. 
To that end the Hinds County 
Board of Supervisors remains 
firm in its belief that there is a 
need for full and equal minor-
ity participation in all areas of 
government business, includ-
ing the recent acquisition of 
Continental Tire.

The Hinds County Board 
of Supervisors has worked 
diligently for the past couple 
of years and several months, 
alongside other state and local 

officials, to ensure Continental 
Tire’s ability to deliver based 
upon commitments made dur-
ing the negotiations stage of 
acquiring the plant. Great ef-
fort has gone into researching 
Continental Tire and meeting 
with company officials while 
considering Hinds County for 
its new home. Citizens can rest 
assured that minority partici-
pation was a major consider-
ation during these discussions.

The Hinds County Board 
of Supervisors is confident 
through review of information 
shared with state and local of-
ficials that Continental Tire is 
a fair and equitable organiza-
tion that will make every effort 
to be inclusive and provide 
eligible, capable minority con-
tractors, vendors and individu-
als with various opportunities 
throughout the construction, 
manufacturing, and hiring pro-

cess.
We urge all individuals and 

companies who are interested 
in being considered for hire at 
any point during the process 
to begin now preparing them-
selves by obtaining as much 
information as possible about 
requirements, obtaining and/
or maintaining any necessary 
certifications in your field of 
expertise and registering at 
the exclusive Continental Tire 
and Mississippi online portal 
(https://www.mississippi.org/
continental/).

We understand this is an 
exciting time for everyone in 
Hinds County and Mississippi. 
There are many economic de-
velopment opportunities com-
ing to our county and state and 
we want to make sure that any-
one who wants to be involved 
in whatever capacity has a fair 
opportunity to do so.

Statement on Continental 
Tire, minority participation
Mississippi Link Newswire

The grand opening of Helm 
Place, a single-family town-
home development with 88 new, 
affordable market-rate homes, is 
set for 10 a.m. July 14, at Mount 
Helm Baptist Church, 300 East 
Church St., in Jackson.

Local and state dignitaries ex-
pected to be present include the 
Rev. C.J. Rhodes, Mount Helm 
Baptist Church pastor; Gov. Phil 
Bryant, Sen. Joey Fillingane 
and more.

Helm Place, located in down-
town Jackson just northwest 
of the state capitol, includes a 
community center. The homes 
are revitalizing the downtown 
Jackson neighborhood by in-
stilling pride in ownership and 
re-establishing a sense of com-
munity. 

Under the program that made 
the housing possible, the tax-
credit lease-purchased town-
homes will be rented for the first 
15 years to residents who initial-

ly qualify as low-income, who 
will then have the opportunity 
to buy the homes at a $50,000 
fully financed price.

During the 15-year rental 
term, the properties will be pro-
fessionally managed with train-
ing and life skills programs pro-
vided free of charge to residents. 

Chartre Consulting Ltd. of 
Oxford developed the project, 
in conjunction with the State of 
Mississippi and the Mississippi 
Home Corporation. 

The Second City with Soul 
Awards will take place a 7 p.m. 
July 30 at Metrocenter Mall. The 
awards honor all the businesses 
that give the city of Jackson “soul” 
such as beauty and barber shops, 
restaurants, night clubs, club DJ’s, 
nail salons, clothing stores, dance 
groups and many more.

This year’s honorees are Bully’s 
Restaurant, Eddie’s and Ruby’s 
Snack Bar, Jacob Hart formerly of 
Soul Scissors Barber Shop, Walter 
Reynolds formerly of Soul Scis-
sors Barber Shop.

Tickets, available at the Colise-
um Box and all Ticketmaster loca-
tions, are $20 in advance and $30 
the day of show. Sponsors are The 
Jackson Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, JThompson and Associ-
ates, The Jackson Music Awards 
Association and the Metro Center 
Mall. For more information call 
(601) 941-9856 or visit website: 
jmaainc.com

The 38th Annual Mississippi 
Gospel Music Awards, consid-
ered the biggest gospel event of 
the year, is set for 5 p.m. July 31 
at the Marriott hotel in downtown 
Jackson.

The theme is “A Journey 
Through Soul” and hosts are 
Harvey Watkins and Stan Jones. 
Awards will be presented in 27 
categories. Honorees for 2016 are 
Evelyn Turrentine Agee, Tyrone 

Porter and Stephanie Butler Mor-
ris.

Live on stage will be Kayla 
Bailey, Anointed Bodies of Christ, 
3rd Generation, The Showers, Al-
vin Garrett, The Anointed Brown 
Sisters, Damon Little, Roy and 
Revelation, Doug Williams, Ev-
elyn Turrentine Agee and many 
many more. Tickets are avail-
able at all Ticketmaster outlets. 
Find information on social media 
on Facebook, on Instagram @
jthompson60 and on Twitter @
jmaainc.

The 42nd Annual Jackson 
Music Awards is set for 6 p.m. 
Aug. 1 at the Marriott Hotel in 
downtown Jackson.

The theme is “A Journey 
Through Soul.” Hosts for the 

event will be Rob Jay and Alice 
Marie. Awards will be presented 
in 28 categories. This year’s hon-
orees are Eddie Levert, Johnnie 
McGee and Darrayl Simmons.

Live on stage will be JJ Thames, 
Eddie Cotton, Alvin Garrett, Na-
thaniel Kimble, Tucka, Gourdan 
Banks, Ms. Jody and many more.

Purchase tickets at the Colise-
um Box Monday through Friday 
and on the weekend of Coliseum 
shows. Tickets are $30 VIP and 
$20 for general admission. For 
additional information call (601) 
941-9856.

Sponsors are the City of Jack-
son, Hinds County, AT&T, 
JThompson and Associates, Mer-
cedes Benz and The Greater Jack-
son Arts Council.

Jackson Medical Mall Foundation 
to host free Back-to-School Jam

Helm Place grand opening set

Three Jackson Music 
Awards events slated

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

On July 13, Jackson Mayor 
Tony T. Yarber and the Jackson 
City Council approved plans 
to spend more than $550,000 
of 1 Percent Sales Tax funds to 
design replacement of sections 
of a waterline on Wooddell 
Drive and Belhaven Creek 
drainage improvements.

The creek, in Ward 7, flows 
through the Belhaven commu-
nity to the Pearl River and has 
undergone severe erosion and 
flooding during the past sev-
eral years, causing significant 
damage for property owners.

Southern Consultants, Inc., 
will be paid $224,789 to eval-
uate the creek watershed from 
Woodrow Wilson Drive to 
the Pearl River and design a 
drainage plan to reduce flood-
ing and erosion.

The mayor and council also 
agreed to pay CiViLTech, Inc. 
up to $329,000 to design a 
plan to remove and replace the 
existing 2 and 4 inch water-
lines on Wooddell Drive and 
adjacent streets with an 8-inch 
waterline.

The upgrade will improve 
both the area’s water capacity 

and fire rating.
As part of the process, the 

city also plans to resurface the 
impacted Ward 6 streets, which 
include Wooddell Drive, Cliff-
wood Drive, Lakewood Drive 
and Oak Forest Drive.

Both projects are among 
more than 30 the city will 
undertake this year as part of 
its Municipal Special Sales 
Tax Funded Infrastructure 
Improvement Program and 
brings to a total of nine so far 
that have received approval 
from the council for design 
work to proceed.

Mayor, city council approve more 
1 percent sales tax projects
Mississippi Link Newswire

• Start time: 10 a.m.
• Health screenings: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• Meet and greet with Jacob Latimore: 11 a.m. 

(Attendees must have tickets)
• Talent Show, hosted by Jacob Latimore: 1:30 

p.m.
• Health Department Special Clinic Hours: 10 

a.m. to 3 p.m.

Schedule of Events

Jones Watkins



The Mississippi state budget 
is a mess. For the state budget 
year that began on July 1, the 
Legislature authorized spend-
ing millions more dollars than 
the state can expect to collect. 
The leadership admits that 
nearly $57 million of the pro-
jected 2017 revenue does not 
exist. In addition, Attorney 
General Jim Hood has said that 
some $70 million more of their 
estimated revenue will not be 
available as a matter of law. 
And, if current revenue short-
falls continue, the budget hole 
will be deeper by many mil-
lions more.

If that’s not enough, tens of 
millions of federal dollars will 
be lost because of changes the 
Legislature made to the bud-
get system. Those legislators 
who wrote the budget are well 
aware of the problem. They 
were repeatedly warned by 
state agency heads and budget 
experts, but to no avail.

The leadership has shrugged 
off the mess and decided that 
any budget problems can be 
fixed without hurting the pub-
lic during the next legislative 
session in January.They are 
wrong.

Mississippi law requires a 
balanced budget. The budget 
the Legislature passed is not 
balanced. There will have to 
be cuts, additional revenue or 
the use of reserve funds to fill 
the hole they created. And the 
sooner the problem is fixed, 
the better. The governor should 

immediately con-
vene the revenue 
estimating group 
to prepare a new 
realistic revenue 
estimate. He 
should then call 

a special session to prepare a 
balanced budget – a session 
that allows input from the ex-
perts and all the members of 
the Legislature. The good folks 
who actually run state govern-
ment, the agency heads, need 
to know how much money they 
actually have to work with, not 
some fictitious amount that has 
no basis in reality. They can-
not wait until the next regular 
legislative session in January to 
find out.

Adding to the problem of 
the current budget is the $400 
million tax cut the Legislature 
recently passed. The new cuts 
will put additional pressure 
on the future budgets. Most of 
the cuts will go to big corpora-
tions, many of them from out of 
state. Tax cuts for corporations 
are not necessary. Already, in 
recent years 75 percent of the 
largest corporations in Missis-
sippi have paid no state income 
tax.

Some legislative leaders have 
said that those who complain 
about cuts are just whiners and 
liberals. These leaders argue 
that cutting budgets is a good 
way to “shrink the size of gov-
ernment.” If that is their intent, 
the public is entitled to know 

what size government we can 
expect. What state services will 
be eliminated? Which employ-
ees will lose their jobs? Who 
will win and who will lose?

Many state leaders pride 
themselves on being fiscally 
conservative. By that they ap-
parently mean cutting taxes 
and reducing spending regard-
less of the consequences. By 
being elected they earned the 
right to do that. But by their 
recent actions they have also 
earned total ownership of the 
state budget. When schools, 
hospitals and emergency ser-
vices are underfunded, they did 
it. When local property taxes 
go up because state funds are 
cut, they did it. When college 
students lose their scholarships 
because funds were cut, they 
did it. When highways and 
bridges fall into disrepair for 
lack of funds, they did it. When 
valuable state employees lose 
their jobs because of budget 
cuts, they did it.

The Mississippi state budget 
is a mess. In crafting the budget 
a few people in leadership posi-
tions decided they knew more 
about state finances than the ex-
perts. Let’s hope they are right. 
If they are wrong, it will be the 
unelected, hard-working, hon-
est people of Mississippi who 
will suffer the consequences 
long after the current leaders 
have left office.

Cecil Brown is a former 
House member and former 
member of the Joint Legislative 
Budget Committee.
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Hard-working citizens will 
suffer from state budget woes
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The Forrest General Health-
care Foundation in Hattiesburg 
has begun selling tickets for a 
chance to win a 2016 Toyota 
Camry XLE.

Tickets are $75 each and only 
4,000 tickets will be sold. The 
winning ticket will be drawn at 
7:30 p.m. Sept. 22.

Proceeds from this year’s 
Win This Car will benefit the 
Together…We Can! Advancing 
Cancer Care Campaign.

With the need for cancer 
care growing, the Forrest Gen-
eral Healthcare Foundation is 
broadening its fundraising ef-
forts to include The Healing 
Garden, a Patient Navigation 
Services Program and the New 
Forrest General Infusion Center 
and Family Waiting Area, all 
located at the Forrest General 
Cancer Center.

The Healing Garden at For-
rest General’s Cancer Center 
will offer patients, loved ones 
and visitors a quiet, outdoor 
space away from treatment ar-
eas. The Garden will be open 

to all, every day from dawn to 
dusk. Its purpose is to help re-
duce the stresses of illness and 
hospitalization by encouraging 
calm, comfort and relaxation.

The Patient Navigation Ser-
vices Program will help guide 
patients on their journeys from 
screenings to treatment to fol-
low-up care. The Patient Navi-
gator will educate patients and 
their families and coordinate 
consistent care between indi-
vidual patients and the various 
healthcare providers.

The Infusion Center will be 
expanded and updated to offer 
an array of amenities in a relax-
ing environment. For enhanced 
patient comfort, this area will 
include infusion bays that of-
fer patients more privacy when 
desired. The Infusion Center 
along with the new Family 
Waiting Area, will foster heal-
ing by providing views of the 
beautiful Healing Garden and 
giving space for a peaceful re-
spite from the day’s activities.

“We have all been affected 
by cancer in some way, and 

the Forrest General Healthcare 
Foundation would like to rec-
ognize that fact by making our 
Cancer Center more comfort-
able for both patients and their 
loved ones. We are happy to 
kick-off our fundraising efforts 
with a raffle giving our gener-
ous donors the opportunity to 
win a beautiful new car,” said 
Martha Dearman, executive 
director of the Forrest General 
Healthcare Foundation.

Participants may order tick-
ets online using a credit card by 
4 p.m. Sept. 16, by visiting for-
resthealth.org/winthiscar or by 
mailing a completed order form 
with $75 payment to Forrest 
General Healthcare Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 19010, Hatties-
burg, MS 39404, postmarked 
by Sept. 9.

Tickets will also be on sale at 
the Foundation office at 125 S. 
28th Ave., Suite 149, Hatties-
burg, until 5 p.m. Sept. 21.

For a full list of terms and 
conditions or for more informa-
tion about Win This Car, visit 
forresthealth.org/winthiscar.

Car raffle to benefit foundation
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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La’Porsha 
Renae to 
release Motown 
album soon
American Idol finalist and McComb native 
La’Porsha Rena, who has signed with Mo-
town Records, is getting ready to debut her 
album. A private Motown Records showcase  
titled “The New Definition of Soul” is set for 
July 19, in Los Angeles, Calif. at Capitol Re-
cords. Renae will perform as well as special 
guests Kevin Ross and Sebastian Kole Vocal 
powerhouse and McComb native.

Starting July 1, 2016, the 
Telephone Solicitation Act 
was expanded to include cell 
phones on the Mississippi No 
Call list. This is a big step for-
ward in reducing the number of 
annoying telemarketing calls 
that so many of us receive on a 
daily basis.

Please bear in mind that 
telemarketers have up to two 
months from the time you sign 
up to update their records to 
make sure your registered num-
bers are removed from their 
lists. After that time, if you 
keep getting unwanted telemar-
keting calls, you will have the 
opportunity to file a complaint 
with the Public Service Com-
mission in writing or through 
our website at https://www.psc.
state.ms.us/nocall/complaint.
aspx.

There are a few things to 
keep in mind with these new 
changes to the law. Even if 
your landline and cell phones 
are registered on the No Call 
list, we cannot stop all tele-
marketing calls from happen-
ing. Many calls that you would 
otherwise receive have been 
blocked through the No Call 
program, but some calls man-
age to get through. Telemar-
keting companies move and 
change their name which often 
makes it difficult to track down 
and prosecute them.

If you change a telephone 
number and wish to remain in 
the No Call program, it will be 
necessary for you to register 
your new telephone number in 
the program.

The state Legislature pro-
vided for certain exemptions in 
the law. The exemptions are as 
follows: an entity that does not 
make a major sales presentation 
during the call or does not try to 
complete a sale during the call; 
an entity with no intent to com-
plete the sale on the call but ar-
ranges a face-to-face meeting 
with the consumer to complete 
the sale; Mississippi licensed 
real estate agents, motor ve-
hicle dealers, insurance agents, 
funeral homes, cemeteries or 
monument dealers; registered 
securities brokers, investment 
advisors, charitable organiza-
tions or callers on their behalf 
that receive no compensation; 
newspapers; financial institu-
tions with a physical location in 
Mississippi that are subject to 
supervision by an official state 
or federal agency; any telemar-
keter who has an established 
business relationship (existing 
or within the last six months) 
with the person being called.

An important point to keep 
in mind is that there are bad ac-
tors out there who will call you 
saying they are with a govern-
ment agency or that they are a 

company representative trying 
to get you to divulge personal 
information. Do not give your 
personal or financial infor-
mation to anyone you do not 
know. Government agencies 
and companies do not make 
phone calls of this nature; they 
will send you a letter in the 
mail.

So many people are worried 
or bullied into handing over 
their personal information only 
to have their identity compro-
mised or their bank accounts 
emptied. When in doubt, don’t.

If you receive a call from 
an unknown phone number, 
there are simple steps to fol-
low. Do not answer the phone 
if you do not know the num-
ber. If you happen to take a 
call, immediately hang up if it 
is a prerecorded telemarketing 
calls. Do not press any buttons 
if instructed to do so; it may in-
crease the number of calls you 
receive in the future.

Our office is ready to answer 
any questions you may have 
about the No Call program and 
to help you get registered.

Call us at 1-800-356-6430 
or visit https://www.psc.state.
ms.us/nocall/subscriber.aspx to 
get signed up today.

Ryan Brown is deputy com-
missioner with the Mississippi 
Public Service Commission – 
Central District.

A few things to keep in mind 
regarding telemarketers, cellphones
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Seventeen Coahoma Com-
munity College practical nurs-
ing graduates celebrated the 
closing of one chapter and the 
beginning of another last week 
during their Pinning Ceremony. 

Hosted in the Pinnacle, the 
ceremony signified the gradu-
ates have successfully com-
pleted their programs of study 
at CCC and are now eligible 
for national boards to become 
licensed practical nurses.

“This is a celebration of 
achievement,” said CCC Dean 
of Health Sciences, Beverly 
Overton. “I’m sure that the 
families of these graduates 
know first-hand that this has 
been a challenging year … 
nursing is definitely not for the 
faint-hearted.”

During the ceremony, gradu-
ate Lauren Bully of Clarksdale, 
was presented the Edith Furniss 
Award – a $500 cash prize 
presented to a non-traditional 
practical nursing student who 
has overcome many obstacles 
to receive a degree.

Graduate Jalessa Lemon-
Jones of Cleveland also re-
ceived the Clinical Excellence 
Award, designated to a stu-
dent who exhibited outstand-
ing clinical performance in the 
practical nursing program.

Georgia Dill of Clarksdale 
briefly addressed her fellow 
graduates, noting the trials of 
completing the PN program 
and appreciation for the sup-

port given by CCC PN faculty 
and staff. She was then joined 
by graduate Nasser Jackson of 
Cleveland who presented a to-
ken of appreciation to Overton. 

Dr. Jacquelyn Brownlow, 
CCC associate degree nursing 
instructor, highlighted the cer-
emony as the keynote speaker.

Brownlow, a native of 
Greenwood, received a PN 
degree from Mississippi Delta 
Community College, an ADN 
degree from Holmes Commu-
nity College, a bachelor’s and 
master’s in nursing from Delta 
State University and a doctor-
ate in nursing practice from the 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi.

Recalling her own start as a 
LPN, Brownlow told the grad-
uates that building a career is 

much like building your dream 
home. Referring to the their 
education at CCC as the foun-
dation, Brownlow then told the 
graduates that their “home” is 
also furnished with attitude, 
appearance and willingness to 
help others.

“Nursing is a job – a great 
job,” she said. “It is a privilege 
to work with other people from 
all walks of life and impact 
them in ways that they will re-
member for a lifetime.”

Brownlow told the new 
graduates that the nursing pro-
fession also presents them with 
a wide-range of opportunities.

“Nursing is much more than 
bedside care. Your nursing ca-
reer prepares you for just about 
anything you can think of … 
you name it and there’s prob-

ably a nurse doing it some-
where.”

The graduates were then 
formally presented by PN Ad-
ministrative Assistant Wendy 
Harris and pinned by CCC Di-
rector of PN Chequitia Dixon 
along with PN Instructors Em-
ily Gordon and Annie Hankins 
before lighting their lamps and 
reciting the Practical Nursing 
Pledge.

The graduates were 
La’Keedra Allison, Lau-
ren Bulley, Alison Camp-
bell, Georgia Dill, Constance 
Gaddy, Eboni Giles, KaDeja 
Gray, Nasser Jackson, Jessica 
Johnson, Ashley Jones, Jalessa 
Lemon-Jones, Jessica Shook, 
Lindsey Striplin, Cherri Sum-
ner, Tykasha Thomas, Waltisha 
Thomas and Star Wilson.

CCC honors 2016 Practical Nursing 
grads with pinning ceremony

Pictured are (front row, from left) Georgia Dill, Alison Camp-
bell, Lauren Bulley, La’Keedra Allison; (second row) Nasser 
Jackson, KaDeja Gray, Eboni Giles, Constance Gaddy; (third 
row) Jessica Shook, Jalessa Lemon-Jones, Ashley Jones, 
Jessica Johnson; (fourth row) Star Wilson, Cherri Sumner, 
Waltisha Thomas, Tykasha Thomas and Lindsey Striplin.

Dr. Jacquelyn Brownlow, CCC associate 
degree nursing instructor, highlighted 
the 2016 Practical Nursing Pinning Cer-
emony as the keynote speaker.
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The Mississippi Department 
of Education announced plans 
today for a lottery on July 20 to 
award the remaining Education 
Scholarship Accounts for the 
2016-17 school year.

Established by the Equal 
Opportunity for Students with 
Special Needs Act of 2015, the 
ESA program provides scholar-
ships to parents of students with 
disabilities who want to remove 
their child from a public school 
to seek educational services 
elsewhere.

For the 2016-17 school year, 
the law provides for 425 ESA 
accounts. As of July 1, 250 
have been awarded to students 

returning from the 2015-16 
school year. Therefore, 175 
ESAs remain available for 
2016-17. Since the number of 
applications received for 2016-
17 exceeds 175, the MDE must 
now hold a lottery to award the 
remaining scholarships.

All eligible applications re-
ceived for the 2016-17 school 
year that have not yet been 
awarded will be included in the 
lottery. The deadline to submit 
an application before the lottery 
is July 19. Only complete, eli-
gible applications will qualify 
for the lottery. All applicants 
will be notified of their status 
by July 25.

ESAs for the upcoming 
school year will be increased 
from $6,500 to $6,637. State 
law requires ESAs to adjust an-
nually to proportional changes 

in the base student cost of 
MAEP, Mississippi’s public 
education funding formula.

For 2016-17, the eligibil-
ity criteria for ESAs has been 
expanded to allow parents of 
children with an active Indi-
vidualized Education Program 
(IEP) within five years from the 
date of application to apply for 
the ESA program. The original 
legislation required applicants 
to have an active IEP within 18 
months of the date of applica-
tion.

To participate in the program:
 ▪ The applicant must be a 

Mississippi resident
 ▪ The student must have had 

an active Individualized Educa-
tion Program within five years 
of the date of application

 ▪ The parent must sign an 
agreement to adhere to the rules 

of participation.
Parents who are accepted into 

the program will be reimbursed 
for expenses quarterly after 
submission of a reimbursement 
request with proper documen-
tation of expenses incurred. 
Funds can also be paid quar-
terly directly to an educational 
service provider if approved by 
the parent.

“The law outlines the MDE’s 
role in administering the ESA 
program, which includes the 
application and reimbursement 
process,” said Carey Wright, 
state superintendent of educa-
tion. “Our procedures were es-
tablished to ensure equity and 
provide all families with the 
opportunity to access the schol-
arships.”

For more information, visit 
www.mde.k12.ms.us/OSE/ESA

The Center for Community 
and Civic Engagement at The 
University of Southern Mis-
sissippi has been awarded a 
$379,076 federal grant from the 
Corporation for National and 
Community Service to imple-
ment the Campus Link Ameri-
Corps Program. The funds will 
support the program for year one 
of a three-year cycle.

Through Campus Link, 80 
AmeriCorps members (both 
full-time and part-time) will tu-
tor fourth-eighth grade students 
in-school and after-school across 
South Mississippi.

Campus Link partners with 
local agencies such as Hawkins 
Elementary School, Oseola Mc-
Carty Youth Development Cen-
ter and the Salvation Army Boys 
and Girls Club to help decrease 
dropout rates and increase aca-

demic engagement in participat-
ing high-risk students.

“This funding from the CNCS 
is a validation of the work that 
Campus Link has been doing for 
the past six years,” said CCCE 
Director Christy Arrazattee. “We 
know from our research that 
Campus Link makes a differ-
ence for participating youth, but 
receiving financial and federal 
support to continue providing 
one-on-one, consistent tutoring 
for the next three years will al-
low us to focus even more on 
increased impact.”

Arrazattee notes that the pro-
gram’s impact extends to the 
university, as well, with many 
Southern Miss students receiv-
ing Segal Educational Awards 
that can be used to continue their 
USM education.

Following the initial year of 
implementation, new funds for 

the program will be awarded 
during years two and three. 
“They will either grant us the 
same amount, or we have the 
option to ask for more funding 
if we can justify a need,” said 
CCCE Project Director Saman-
tha Jones.

Jones points out that the ma-
jority of AmeriCorps members 
affiliated with the CCCE are 
Southern Miss students, al-
though one need not be a college 
student to join AmeriCorps. For 
full and half-time members, a 
full term of service is one year. 
Full-time members serve a mini-
mum of 1,700 hours and half-
time members serve at least 900 
hours. “Minimum time” position 
are also available which require 
300 service hours in a three-
month period.

The grant’s primary focus is 
to reduce the high school drop-

out rates among five of Missis-
sippi’s most at-risk school dis-
tricts. Mississippi’s high dropout 
rates and low test scores depict a 
critical need. The state’s reported 
dropout rate of 13.9 percent is 
significantly higher than the na-
tional average of 7 percent.

“By placed trained Ameri-
Corps members in overburdened 
schools and at after-school pro-
grams, young students who are 
struggling can receive the one-
on-one time and attention they 
would not otherwise receive 
both in and out of the class-
room,” said Jones.

To learn more about the Cam-
pus Link AmeriCorps program 
and the Center for Community 
and Civic Engagement at South-
ern Miss, call (601) 266-5074 
or visit: https://www.usm.edu/
center-community-and-civic-
engagement

MDE announces lottery for Special 
Needs Scholarship Program applications

Southern Miss Center receives 
federal grant to help at-risk students

Deadline to 
apply is July 19
Mississippi Link Newswire
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The Mississippi Department 
of Education’s Office of Tech-
nology and District Transforma-
tion has announced that Isable 
Elementary is a recipient of the 
Digital Interactive Learning 
Grant (Wi-Fi) of $70,400.

The $1 million set aside for the 
program was distributed among 
only 15 schools across the state 
based on a competitive applica-
tion process. Schools with the 
highest scores were awarded 
grants in varying amounts.

“We are extremely excited to 
be one of the recipients of the 
Digital Interactive Learning 
Grant,” said Isable Elementary 
Principal Micca Knox, Ph.D. 

“This grant will assist greatly 
with improving the overall tech-
nology infrastructure of our 
school and increase our digital 
readiness, which will provide 
our students with more innova-
tive and engaging instruction.”

The Mississippi Legislature 
appropriated funds for the spe-
cial project identified in House 
Bill 1536, 2015 Legislative Ses-
sion, as the Digital Interactive 
Learning Pilot Program. 

This bill directs that the funds 
be used to support schools in 
Mississippi to purchase Wi-Fi 
services.

The requirement includes a 
grant agreement for the districts 
receiving these funds.

It’s summer, but for Canton 
Public School District, it’s not 
vacation time.

Central Office administrators 
and school principals are gear-
ing up for what they anticipate 
will be a year of vigorous and 
strategic action in an effort to 
increase student achievement. 

Canton Public School Dis-
trict’s Superintendent Cassan-
dra Williams states, “We are 
entering the school year with 
the full knowledge that there’s 
massive work to do. We know 
where our struggles are. Our 
students have had to adjust to 
two sets of standards in English 
Language Arts and mathemat-
ics and three state assessments. 
Because of this, we knew that 
our scores would likely reflect 
that adjustment. As a result, the 
accountability labels (ratings of 
A,B,C,D,F) for our school and 
district that will be made public 
soon are not what we want them 
to be.”

As students become accus-
tomed to the more rigorous ex-
pectations of the College and 
Career Readiness Standards, 
the district has a game plan for 
meeting the needs of its more 
than 3,600 students.

“We believe that we have 
three advantages this year that 
will lead us to more growth and 
academic gains,” Williams said. 
“First, we have strong instruc-
tional leadership in place in key 
positions. Our principals and 

central office staff are strong 
leaders who have the determina-
tion, knowledge and expertise 
to move us forward. We are also 
very fortunate to have a strong 
professional development plan 
that will provide teachers with 
targeted instructional strategies 
with a specific focus on key lit-
eracy strategies to increase stu-
dents’ proficiencies.

“Finally, we will have an 
increased focus on providing 
interventions to students who 
need additional assistance in 
English Language Arts and 
mathematics.”

Canton Public School Dis-
trict plans to strengthen its fo-
cus on interventions through 
pull out small-group learning 
sessions for students who have 
deficiencies. Research has indi-
cated that small-group, focused 
learning is critical in moving 
struggling students forward.

Canton Public School District 
is poised to make significant 
gains in students’ performance.

“We know where our levels 
will be when school starts and 
we know that it’s not where we 
want to be. But what is promis-
ing is that we now have a laser-
like focus on our areas of con-
cern; we don’t have to wonder 
what we need to do. We know, 
and we’re tackling those issues 
head-on with vigor and inten-
sity. We want and need parents 
and the community to support 
us like never before,” Williams 
said.

Isable Elementary 
receives digital 
interactive grant

Canton Public Schools 
planning to increase 
student achievement

Isable Elementary is located at 1716 Isable St., in Jackson.
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What started as a campaign to 
spread encouragement to his peers 
has turned into a budding career for 
Alcorn State University alumnus 
Fred Galloway.

Galloway is the owner of his newly 
formed public relations practice, Be 
The (+) Publications, in Houston, 
Texas. With the company, he plans 
to promote the talents of his clients 
to the public. His goal is to build his 
credentials by working with smaller 
companies before transitioning to 
bigger corporations.

For Galloway, taking his idea and 
turning it into a business is one of his 
most prized achievements to date.

“It feels amazing,” said Galloway, 
who earned a bachelor’s degree in 
mass communications in May. “I’ve 
been talking about this idea for a 
while now. To become the owner of 
what was just a simple message of 
positivity via social media has taken 
me to new places.”

His experiences during his in-
ternships at the Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta and Orange Leaf 
Headquarters in Oklahoma City 
has prepared Galloway to take on 
his newest task. He plans to use the 
knowledge he’s acquired and his love 
for giving back to achieve success.

“I’ve always enjoyed helping oth-
ers and being a voice for the people. 

I want to be able to start employing 
a number of my classmates from Al-
corn who I got to know during my 
four years there. The University gave 
so much to me, so in return, I plan to 
give to them. There’s so many tal-
ented people at Alcorn and I want to 
give them the opportunity to use their 
skills.”

Galloway has gotten off to a great 
start by signing his first client, Dr. 
Karen Jackson, to a book signing 
for her publication, “Embarking on 
an Adventure with God,” at Half-
Price Books in Houston. He credits 
the staff in the Department of Mass 
Communications for the knowledge 
and wisdom they have given him.

EDUCATION
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Galloway starts public relations practice in Houston, Texas

JSU’s Margaret Walker Center celebrates 101st 
birthday of iconic poet during Jubilee Picnic
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Educational success has always 
been a priority for Shavon Davis 
Louis. Back when she roamed the 
halls of Port Gibson High School, 
she realized that making her own 
mark in education was an attainable 
goal for her future.

After years of contributing to the 
lives and educations of students 
in Mississippi and Tennessee as a 
teacher, Louis has accepted a new 
role as principal.

The Alcorn State University 
alumna and Port Gibson native was 
selected to serve as the leader of Ca-
son Lane Academy in Murfreesboro, 
Tenn. in June. Louis, who earned a 
bachelor’s degree in elementary ed-
ucation with a concentration in math 
and science from Alcorn in 2001, re-
cently served as the district coordi-
nator for Instructional Effectiveness 
and Professional Development in 
Tennessee.

She has also served in the roles of 
assistant principal, teacher and in-
structional technologist in Murfrees-
boro City Schools. She was also an 
adjunct instructor and consultant for 
The New Teacher Project.

Louis’ ascension in the educa-
tional realm is confirmation of her 
reaching the pinnacle of her career. 

She looks forward to putting her 
best foot forward to enhance the 
academic success of her students.

“I am elated to be the new edu-
cational leader at Cason Lane Acad-
emy and to work with each stake-
holder as a partner in education to 
ensure every child’s success,” said 
Louis.

For Louis, effectively working 
as a team is the key to positive aca-
demic results.

“My main goal is to ensure that 
every student receives the highest 
quality education possible in a safe 

and positive learning environment. 
Working together as a team with the 
staff and parents, I am committed to 
helping each student achieve their 
very best. Every student is valuable 
and worthy of my absolute best ef-
fort. Along with teachers and staff, I 
will work to continue the legacy of 
success established at Cason Lane 
Academy by building strong rela-
tionships with parents, students, 
teachers and community partners.”

As Louis reflects on her days as 
a student, she credits some of her 
high school and college teachers for 
shaping her into the educator that 
she has become.

“Dr. Malinda Butler, Cynthia Pat-
ten and Marchetta Atkins are just 
a few of the teachers who helped 
shape me into the person I am. Dr. 
Shirley Jean Reeves also had a re-
markable influence on my life and 
she was my high school principal 
when I realized I wanted to become 
a principal. Her impact on my life is 
one that I will never forget. She per-
sonified excellence, demanded the 
best from her teachers and students, 
and she was particularly vested in 
influencing the lives of the young 
ladies at Port Gibson High School. 
She believed in us, she pushed us 
to our potential and accepted no ex-

cuses.”
Part of the reason why Louis 

loves education is because of the 
impact she’s able to make among 
the students. She plans to continue 
to pass the educational gems that 
she received to her students.

“I want to make a difference in 
the lives of children. I want to be 
one of their biggest cheerleaders. I 
want to help positively shape their 
future. I want to give back what Dr. 
Butler, Mrs. Patten, Mrs. Atkins, Dr. 
Reeves and countless others gave 
me.”

In education, no day is the same. 
The field’s unpredictable nature is 
what fuels Louis’ love for what she 
does.

“Every day is different, every sec-
ond counts and I learn something 
new every day. I believe education 
is life changing. As a beneficiary of 
a stellar public education, I became 
an educator to return the gift that 
was bestowed upon me. To see a 
child fall in love with something, to 
watch them go head over heels for 
a concept or idea, to be completely 
enthralled in a moment of joy – curi-
osity spilling over, their excitement 
becomes contagious and that is my 
absolute favorite part of being an 
educator.”

Ahfiya Howard, 
interim chair of Jack-
son State University’s 
Bachelor of Social 
Work Program, has 
joined the Council on 
Social Work Educa-
tion’s Program Direc-
tor Academy.

The academy is a 
certificate program 
for undergraduate and 
graduate program di-
rectors who have been 
in their positions less than three years. The train-
ing focuses on topics related to program manage-
ment competency domains and job functions.

Howard will participate in a summer leadership 
institute at CSWE in Alexandria, Va., this month 
and attend the CSWE Annual Program Meeting in 
Atlanta this fall.

Howard is a licensed social worker and has 
served as the interim chair of the BSW Program 
for the past year. She said, “I am extremely hon-
ored to have been selected as a participant in the 
Council on Social Work Education Program Di-
rector Academy. I look forward to learning new 
strategies and developing new ideas to bestow 
upon the School of Social Work.”

Furthermore, she said, “It is at Jackson State 
University that I understand the value of academic 
success and the importance of one’s skills devel-
opment.”

Isiah Marshall Jr., associate dean of the School 
of Social Work, said, “Professor Howard rep-
resents a new regime in social work leadership. 
Many social work educators and leaders are re-
tiring, leaving academic programs with inexpe-
rienced leaders. This new program will provide 
the necessary tools to assist Professor Howard 
and others to effectively meet the challenges of 
accreditation, resource allocation and constituent 
management.”

Ricardo Brown, dean of the College of Public 
Service, said, “Professor Howard’s selection as a 
Fellow in the 2016 Class of CSWE’s Council on 
Leadership Development is a wonderful profes-
sional development opportunity and is one that 
will strengthen our Social Work programs at Jack-
son State University.”

Alcorn State University junior Erykuah McNeal 
is broadening her horizons with her summer in-
ternship.

McNeal accepted an internship in mainframe 
development at Fidelity Investments in Durham, 
N.C. During the 12-week internship, she will ex-
perience hands-on work in the industrial technol-
ogy field.

McNeal loves being able to apply the skills 
she’s learned at Alcorn to her job at Fidelity.

“This is a great experience,” said McNeal. “It 
feels great to get more insight into the field. I’m 
getting the chance to apply the knowledge I’ve 
gained in my computer science classes at Alcorn 
to my work on my internship.”

McNeal feels that her experience will shape her 
and the other interns into people who are ready to 
pursue careers in the field.

“It’s empowering because it makes us more 
competent employees. By working on the job 
site, it prepares us for careers in this field once we 
graduate. It helps the process of adjusting to the 
working environment much easier.”

Other than the opportunity she’s been given, 
McNeal also enjoys her new surroundings.

“I like the environment because everyone treats 
each other like family. That’s a plus for me be-
cause I’m used to being in a family oriented en-
vironment at Alcorn. Not only have I enjoyed the 
work environment, I’ve also enjoyed adjusting to 
my new surroundings in North Carolina.”

McNeal said that had it not been for the prepara-
tion she’s received from her professors in the De-
partment of Advanced Technologies, she wouldn’t 
be able to participate in the internship.

Alcorn alumna Louis chosen as 
principal of Cason Lane Academy

Social Work’s Howard 
will participate in 
accrediting body’s 
certificate program

McNeal thrives on 
her Fidelity internship
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The Margaret Walker Center cel-
ebrated the 101st birthday of its 
namesake July 7, during a “Jubilee 
Picnic” that reflected on the life and 
times of the legendary poet and writ-
er who had a long, successful career 
at Jackson State University.

Reflecting on the center’s begin-
ning in 1968 as the Institute for the 
Study, History, Life and Culture of 
Black People, JSU director Robert 
Luckett said, “We’re going to cele-
brate (Margaret Walker Alexander’s) 
life every year. The Jubilee Picnic 
provides an opportunity to do that.”

The event included fellowship and 
music and was attended by dozens of 
people who knew the poet as either 
former students or admirers of her 
literary works.

Although today she would be 
more than a century old, Walker Al-
exander spoke on June 15, 1940, of 

her then-upcoming 25t birthday. She 
described what she saw during her 
waning youth:

“These last five years have 
seemed slow in coming, but now 
that they are gone they seem to have 
gone quickly. I realize my first wild 
days of youth are over. I have had 
my fling. I am ready to settle down. I 
want now to secure myself in every 
respect My ambition has at last so-
bered down to a basis of hard work 
and concentration, and I am serious-
ly willing now to let other things go 
and put it first.”

Meanwhile, Luckett said of Walk-
er, “She continues to touch people, 
and this will also be the 50th anni-
versary of her great novel ‘Jubilee.’”

He credits the iconic figure for 
making the center an exciting place 
and for impacting humankind.

“We’re proud to be her direct de-
scendants,” Luckett said.
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Dr. Robert Luckett, director of the 
Margaret Walker Center, said this 
year also marks the 50th anniversary 
of Walker Alexander’s novel “Jubi-
lee.” PHOTOS BY L.A. WARREN

Monquez Ford, a 21-year-old senior 
in the Department of Music in the Lib-
eral Arts Department, provided enter-
tainment during the Jubilee Picnic on 
Thursday inside the Walker Center.

Galloway

Norwood becomes new veterans’ service officer for Carroll County
One of Alcorn State University’s 

most dedicated alumni has accepted 
a new role that allows him to help out 
our nation’s veterans.

Percy O. Norwood Jr. is the new 
veterans’ service officer for Carroll 
County. His job will be to assist vet-
erans in receiving necessary benefits 
such as medical care, pensions, burial 
benefits and much more from the Vet-
erans’ Administration.

Norwood, who served in the U.S. 
Coast Guard, is proud to be in a posi-
tion where he can aid fellow veterans 
in attaining their needs.

“As a veteran myself, it is abso-

lutely gratifying to help folks who are 
some of the most deserving people 
in this nation,” said Norwood, who 

earned a bachelor’s degree in chem-
istry from Alcorn in 1968.

“In Carroll County alone, we have 
about 800 veterans, so I’ll be reach-
ing out through churches, friends, 
families and other organizations to 
encourage other veterans to come in 
and talk to me so that we can help 
them receive the benefits they de-
serve.”

Giving back to Alcorn is not only 
one of Norwood’s duties as president 
of the Montgomery-Carroll-Grenada 
County Alcorn Alumni Chapter, but it 
is also one of his personal priorities. 

Because of Alcorn laying the foun-
dation for him and his siblings to 

have successful careers, Norwood 
goes above and beyond to contribute 
to the progress of his alma mater.

“If it hadn’t been for Alcorn, I am 
convinced that none of us would be 
where we are today. I had a very suc-
cessful career in the Coast Guard, 
my brothers had successful careers 
in coaching and athletics and my 
sister was a successful teacher. So 
Alcorn provided an opportunity for 
us. Whenever I get an opportunity to 
give back to Alcorn or encourage oth-
ers, I do so because it is so important. 
One of this chapter’s goals is to get 
at least 50 percent of the residents in 
this area to contribute to Alcorn.”
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And, behold, 
one came and said 
unto him, Good 
Master, what good 
thing shall I do, 
that I may have 
eternal life? And 

he said unto him, Why callest thou 
me good? There is none good but 
one, that is God: but if thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the command-
ments. He saith unto him, Which? 
Jesus said,Thou shalt do no mur-
der, Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, Hon-
our thy father and thy mother: and, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. The young man saith unto 
him, All these things have I kept 
from my youth up: what lack I yet? 
Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be 
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and 
come and follow me. But when 
the young man heard the saying, 
he went away sorrowful: for he 
had great possessions. (Matthew 
19:16-22 KJV)

Brothers and Sisters,
I greet you in the precious name 

of Jesus the Christ! I would like to 
talk about the young rich man and 
the outcome of his conversation 
with Jesus. Matthew, who was the 
author of this text, described this 
encounter from a personal per-
spective after Jesus healed many 
that were sick, talked about di-
vorce to the Pharisees and blessed 
the children that were brought to 
Him.

After all of these instances, a 
young rich man approached Jesus 
wanting to know what he needed 
to do to have eternal life. It is argu-

ably reasonable to point out that he 
must have known who Jesus was 
through either personal encounters 
or hearing of his capabilities. For 
a rich man to approach anyone 
and call Him Good Master would 
not be common unless there was 
“something” believably good in 
that “someone” or there was a no-
tice for an opportunity to be rec-
ognized.

Nonetheless, I see a few issues 
in this text that helps to see how 
this young rich man denied the 
will to be perfect for the Kingdom 
of God.

1. Acknowledgement of the 
Savior – He approached Jesus 
and called him Good Master. This 
title acknowledged that he recog-
nized Jesus as a teacher; whether 
he heard him or heard of him. Be-
cause he saw the teacher in Jesus, 
he desired to be taught how to have 
eternal life. In other words, he de-
sired to know what he needed to 
do to have the longevity of living 
forever which would be a better 
life even than the one he had.

2. Answer to the Situation – 
First, Jesus corrected the young 
rich man’s approach. I would ar-
gue that although it seemed hum-
ble to some, it was necessary for 
Jesus to clarify who He was speak-
ing to and whose he was speaking 
to. Jesus asked him why did he call 
or consider him good announcing 
that there is only One that is good, 
and that is God. However, in or-
der to have eternal life, he needed 
to keep the commandments that 
were given to the generations that 
came before him. According to the 
response of the young rich man, 
keeping the commandments was 
not his issue as he had been honest 
with them since he was a child.

3. Acceptance of the Sorrow – 

Now after Jesus provided him with 
the response to his question, seem-
ingly, the young man still desired 
to know what he lacked to have 
eternal life. Jesus responded, “if 
you want to be perfect, sell your 
possessions, give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me.” Before 
this response, the young rich man 
was answering well with the re-
quirements, but when he learned 
how he had to give up his worldly 
possessions to help someone else 
and follow Jesus, he went away 
accepting his sorrow because he 
was attached to his riches on earth 
rather than anticipated riches in 
God’s Kingdom.

Like this young man, we too can 
become victims of denying the will 
to be perfect for God’s Kingdom 
if we hold to our worldly posses-
sions without the thought of seeing 
the necessity of helping someone 
else. The evidence showed that 
the young man kept the law but 
neglected the love. Let us not hold 
dear to the things of this world, but 
let us build our hopes on things 
eternal. Let us become more King-
dom Builder as we learn the im-
portance of giving of ourselves for 
the benefit of others.

Be blessed and be a blessing to 
someone else!

Rev. Alvin Christoper De’Mond 
Carter is an associate minister and 
primary division director with the 
Sunday School at Pilgrim Rest M. 
B. Church – Madison.  He received 
his education through the Madison 
County School District, Tougaloo 
College and Mississippi College. 
He has studied at the Mississippi 
Baptist Seminary College and 
received class training through 
the National Baptist Congress of 
Christian Education. 

As the month 
of July meets its 
half-way mark, 
I continue to 
reflect of the 
recent holiday 
observed by our 

country.
The renowned abolitionist 

Frederick Douglass notably 
inquired, “What to the slave is 
the Fourth of July?” That ques-
tion was central to an oration he 
delivered prophetically critiqu-
ing the hypocrisy of this sweet 
land of liberty.

After providing glowing 
reflections on the then young 
nation’s founders and their 
principles, he launched into a 
considerable sermon on Ameri-
can injustice. Douglass states:

“Standing with God and the 
crushed and bleeding slave 
on this occasion, I will, in the 
name of humanity which is 
outraged, in the name of liberty 
which is fettered, in the name 
of the constitution and the Bi-
ble, which are disregarded and 
trampled upon, dare to call in 
question and to denounce, with 
all the emphasis I can com-
mand, everything that serves to 
perpetuate slavery – the great 
sin and shame of America!

“I will not equivocate; I will 
not excuse; I will use the sever-
est language I can command; 
and yet not one word shall es-
cape me that any man, whose 
judgment is not blinded by 
prejudice, or who is not at heart 
a slaveholder, shall not confess 
to be right and just.”

It is helpful to note Douglass 
delivered this speech to ante-
bellum America. There was 
still chattel slavery and our an-
cestors were bought and sold 
and owned as mere property. 
We are no longer enslaved, in 
that sense, but there are reso-
nances with Douglass’ critique 
of our national irony. 

Given these truths it is not 
surprising that thousands, if not 
millions, of black Americans 
today similarly critique this 
nation and many yearn for a 
return to Africa. Wherever dif-
fering black communities stand 
on this issue (whether to more 
fully assimilate into white so-

ciety, carve out a black nation 
here, or go back to the Mother-
land) there is consensus that the 
United States of America needs 
to fully come to terms with its 
original sin of racism and truly 
repent of it.

No amount of national con-
versations on race or national 
apologies for slavery will get 
at the heart of the matter unless 
every political, academic, and 
religious institution rectifies 
their collective irony.

For someone like Douglass, 
the answer is to have a kind of 
prophetic patriotism, that is, to 
celebrate the positives our na-
tion affords while also being 
honest about its perpetrated 
evils. The latter part of that 
makes it prophetic.

I am sure that someone read-
ing this will be offended or 
angered by the conviction that 
America has and continues to 
commit evil acts. But for those 
of us who have experienced the 
blessings and curses of this na-
tion, this is not altogether radi-
cal; it’s just telling the truth and 
shaming the Devil with regard 
to many of our domestic and 
foreign policies. 

As a pastor-theologian, I am 
blessed to live in a nation in 
which I can gather with other 
Christians and freely exercise 
my religion. I have friends who 
came to this country fleeing 
religious persecution in Africa 
and Asia where in certain plac-
es you can be killed by the gov-
ernment for professing faith in 
Jesus Christ.

I do not take for granted that 
here in America I can watch 
Christian broadcasting and 
tweet inspirational statements 
dripping with Scripture. At the 
same time, I know that in this 
nation I can be gunned down 
without cause by a trigger 
happy police officer and more 
than likely he will not be justly 
indicted or sentenced for the 
act. To be sure, not all police 
are bad but I highlight this as 
a contemporary example of the 
feeling of injustice so many of 
us experience every day.

However, it is not just my 
complexion, my race that 
causes me to have Douglass’ 
prophetic patriotism. Indeed, 
it is because I am a citizen of 

the Kingdom of God that I, by 
necessity, must always have a 
greater loyalty to my Lord and 
King, Jesus of Nazareth.

How often do many of us 
forget that Jesus came preach-
ing the kingdom of God (Mark 
1:14; Luke 4:43) and that we 
who follow him belong to a 
kingdom not of this world 
(John 18:36)? Since we are 
citizens of that kingdom, our 
citizenship is in heaven (Philip-
pians 3:20).

We pray “thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven” because we know 
that the will and ways of the 
kingdom of God are superior to 
those of any kingdom or nation 
on earth.

Our loyalty to Jesus super-
sedes any loyalty to a king, 
queen, prime minister, or presi-
dent. Therefore, we truly only 
pledge allegiance to God and 
God’s Christ.

As such, we are called to be 
in the nation but not of the na-
tion. Brendan Robertson says, 
“As Christians, we believe that 
we live in two overlapping re-
alities at once – the Kingdom of 
God and the Kingdom of Man. 
Our aim is to see God’s King-
dom penetrate the Kingdom 
of Man through acts of love, 
justice, mercy, and grace.” Fur-
thermore, “in the person of Je-
sus, a new Kingdom has come, 
a new nation has been born, 
and new life has burst forth. 
In Christ, all of our identifying 
labels fade to the background 
as we embrace our new iden-
tity rooted in Jesus himself. It 
is that identity – child of God 
– that unites every person on 
the planet. It is that identity that 
has the power to overcome our 
deepest prejudices.”

As Bill Gaither’s song de-
clares, Kings and kingdoms 
shall all pass away, but there’s 
something about that name of 
Jesus.

Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate 
of the University of MS and 
Duke University, serves as the 
director of Student Religious 
Life at Alcorn State University 
and is the pastor of Mt. Helm 
Baptist Church in Jackson. Rev. 
Rhodes is married to Allison 
Thomas-Rhodes and they are 
the parents of twin boys.

Denying the will to be 
perfect for the kingdom

Pledging allegiance 
to the Kingdom of God
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By Rev. Alvin C. Carter
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, MD 
Special to The Mississippi Link

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Holy Temple Baptist Church, 5077 Cabaniss 
Circle, Jackson, will celebrate the 10th year an-
niversary of its pastor, the Rev. Audrey Lynne 
Hall, July 16 – 17. The celebration will begin with 
an anniversary banquet at 6 p.m. July 16, at the 
Jackson Revival Center Multi-purpose Complex, 
4655 Terry Road, Jackson. The banquet speaker 
is Senior Pastor Jennifer Biard of the Jackson 
Revival Center. The anniversary service will be 
held at 2 p.m. July 17, at Holy Temple Missionary 
Baptist Church. The sermon will be delivered by 
Overseer Ava Sanchez Harvey, senior pastor of 
Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church, Brandon. 
For more information call (601) 922-6588.

Jackson Revival Center, 519 W. Silas Brown 
St., Jackson, Men of Destiny will host a men’s 
breakfast at 8 a.m. July 16. For more information, 
visit jacksonrevivalcenter.org or call (601) 948-
1874 or (601) 948-1875. Rev. Jennifer R. Biard is 
the senior pastor.

St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
816 Madison Ave., Madison, will host Family and 
Friends Day at 11 a.m. July 17. For more infor-
mation visit: www.stpauamemadison.org or call 
(601) 898-9610. The Rev. Byram D. McKinzie is 
the pastor.

Mission Mississippi, 840 E. River Place, Ste. 
506, Jackson, president, Neddie Winters, will 
preach at various churches in the Jackson area 
during July. His preaching engagements will in-
clude: New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins 
Dr., Jackson, July 24, during the 8 a.m. and 11 
a.m. services; and during the Great River Revival 
at the G. W. Henderson Senior Recreation Cen-
ter, 1165 Abbay Dr., Tunica, at 2 p.m. July 31. The 
organization will not host its monthly prayer break-
fasts at respective churches in the metro Jackson 
area but the organization will host morning gath-
erings across the state throughout the month of 
July.  For additional information on the cities and 

times, call (601) 353-6477 or visit https://mission-
mississippiorg.wordpress.com/whatwedo/calen-
dar-2/

Greater Pearlie Grove M. B. Church, 1640 Coun-
ty Line Road, Jackson, will observe “Turn Signal 
Sunday” and “Come As You Are Sunday” on July 
31, during the 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. services.  For 
more information call (601) 354-2026 or visit www.
gpgmbc.org. Rev. Stephen Mason is the pastor.

New Jerusalem Church of God in Christ, 3387 
Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, will observe its 
Women’s Day Celebration July 24, beginning at 
11 a.m. Vacation Bible School will be held at the 
church from 8 a.m. to noon July 25–29. A church 
picnic will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m July 30. 
Youth Day will end the month of fellowship at 11 
a.m. July 31. For more information call (601) 981-
8569 or visit www.newjerusalemcogic.org. Dr. An-
drew Friday Sr. is the pastor.

State Convention brings music, message, masses to Mississippi
The General Missionary Baptist 

State Convention of Mississippi 
will convene for its 127th Annual 
Session at 6 p.m. July 18, begin-
ning with the welcome program 
at Thalia Mara Hall in downtown 
Jackson.

National gospel recording artist 
Kathy Taylor will open the session 
with praise and worship. Taylor is 
well-known for her song, “O How 

Precious.” She will be joined by 
the State Convention adult, youth 
and children’s choirs. Admission 
for the welcome program is free 
and open to the public.

The remainder of the week will 
be filled with a selection of class-
es, preaching, youth activities and 
much more, including the Rev. 
Donaldson Jones of Alabama as 
the guest speaker for the annual J. 
H. Jackson and David Matthews 

Night at 6 p.m. July 20.
National gospel recording art-

ists – JeKalyn Carr and Alexis 
Spight will also perform July 20.

The Rev. Isiac Jackson will 
give his annual address during the 
President’s Night at the Down-
town Marriott Hotel at 7 p.m. on 
July 21.

Visit www.gmbsc.org for ad-
ditional information or call (601) 
955-1132.

Special to The Mississippi Link



“You want 
my arm to fall 
off?” is one of 
the most memo-
rable lines from 
the 1972 Oscar 
nominated film 

Lady Sings the Blues. In the 
scene, Billie Holiday (Diana 
Ross) has just finished singing at 
a nightclub and is being heckled 
by the crowd for not taking mon-
ey from patrons. As she stands 
nervous with her head bowed in 
the middle of the stage, a hand 
is held up with a $20 bill in it.     
Because her head is bowed, she 
doesn’t initially see the money 
or the person who holds it up.    
Encouraged by the bar owner to 
take the money but still hesitant, 
she slowly moves in the direction 

of the hand.
As she moves closer to the 

money and a well-manicured 
hand is shown, those now fa-
mous words are heard and the 
face of Louis McKay (Billy 
Dee Williams) comes out of the 
shadows. Holiday makes linger-
ing eye contact with McKay and 
takes the money. She then finish-
es the musical set and takes more 
money from other patrons.

This scene came to mind a 
few weeks ago as I was having a 
conversation with a friend about 
some difficult choices that she 
was trying to make. She shared 
how she knew that God could 
answer her prayers; she was just 
stuck not knowing what to ask 
for. As I listened to her, I thought 
about how God was like McK-
ay. He was ready to answer her 
prayer and bless her according to 

her level of faith. All she needed 
to do was ask Him and he would 
bless her. I shared these words 
of encouragement with her and 
even showed her the video clip 
since she wasn’t that familiar 
with the movie.

I think part of the reason why 
Holiday hesitated to take the 
money is the same reason why 
my friend is not sure of what to 
pray: she knows what is being of-
fered but is not familiar with who 
is offering it. This sometimes 
happens when we don’t spend 
as much time with God; we may 
not recognize when he is try-
ing to bless us or wants to move 
in our lives. My friend admitted 
that she hadn’t spent much time 
in prayer with God lately and that 
she missed the close intimacy that 
came from spending time with 
God. I assured her that in spite 

of feeling that way, God was still 
waiting to bless her. He was just 
waiting on her to ask Him.

Jeremiah 32:17 reminds us 
about the outstretched arm of 
God: “Ah, Lord God! Behold, 
You have made the heavens and 
the earth by Your great power 
and outstretched arm. There is 
nothing too hard for You.”

We should not just focus on 
getting the blessing from God but 
also on getting to know better the 
One who loves to bless us. When 
we have that close, intimate rela-
tionship with God, we will trust 
Him and won’t hesitate to go to 
Him for whatever our needs are.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
ends.” She can be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com.

Do you want God’s 
arm to fall off?

We find these 
words in the 
New Testament, 
Jude verses 
1-4, “Jude, the 
servant of Je-
sus Christ, and 

brother of James, to them that 
are sanctified by God the father, 
and preserved in Jesus Christ, 
and called: Mercy unto you, and 
peace, and love, be multiplied.  
Beloved, when I gave all dili-
gence to write unto you of the 
common salvation, it was need-
ful for me to write unto you, 
and exhort you that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto 
the saints. For there are certain 
men crept in unawares, who 
were before of old ordained to 
this condemnation, ungodly 
men, turning the grace of our 
God into lasciviousness, and 
denying the only Lord God, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

As Christians, we need to 
have a strong faith for all areas 
of our lives. Throughout our 
daily task and activities, we 
must have faith for salvation.  
We need Christ to help us in 
keeping our salvation. It is im-
possible to trust in our strength.  
When we fall on our knees, 
we will receive more of God’s 
power.

In Webster dictionary, we find 
that the word contend means 
“to struggle or to fight for.” My 
friends, we are fighting the dev-
il, he will come right into our 
places of worship, our homes 
and places of employment if he 
can. We need to be aware of his 
tactics and snares. Remember, 
the devil works through indi-
viduals and groups. Be aware of 
how the devil operates.

Our scripture text says, we 
should “earnestly contend for 
the faith.” We need to trust God 
and allow the Holy Spirit to lead 
and direct us. We must live ac-
cording to the standard of God’s 
word. If not, then, we need to 
make some changes.

The Apostle Paul wrote in 
Ephesians 4:1, “I therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are 
called.” As the people of God, 

we need to walk worthy 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
We are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood and we must 
live right. In Ephesians 4:2-7, 
it states, “With all lowliness 
and meekness, with longsuffer-
ing, forbearing one another in 
love; Endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. There is one body, and 
one Spirit, even as ye are called 
in one hope of your calling; One 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
One God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, 
and in you all. But unto every 
one of us is given grace accord-
ing to the measure of the gift of 
Christ.” My friends, we must 
put off some things. If God has 
revealed some things to us that 
we need to put off and we dis-
obey, it will affect our Christian 
conduct and experience.

Do we have weights beset-
ting us? Have we refused to set 
aside certain things? When we 
fail to measure up to the mes-
sage, we will return to a life of 
sin. We cannot live in sin for a 
couple of weeks and then return 
back to God. Ephesians 4 says 
there is one body and one spirit.  
Verses 12-13, speaking of pas-
tors and evangelists, state: “For 
the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ: 
Till we all come in the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.” As saints, we need to be 
perfected and attend the church 
services. When we hear and 
obey the word, it will cause us 
to live straight and honor God.  

As ministers, we need to re-
alize that our duty is to perfect 
the saints and to see the word 
of God go forward. The saints 
should contend for the faith and 
be workers together for God.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He is a mem-
ber of the National Association 
of Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.

Living for God 
means making 
commitments

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

www.nhcms.org
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By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Just a few days ago, three 
of my very good friends no-
tified me that I’d joined a 
Facebook group. I smirked 
and thought, Lord what did 
one of them sign me up for. 
After a few hours of receiv-

ing the notification(s), I finally logged on. I 
am now a member of the M.O.B.B. (Moth-
ers of Black Boys) Facebook Group.

As I perused the submissions by mem-
bers of the Facebook group, I began to 
rejoice and become saddened at the same 
time. Mothers were proudly displaying pic-
tures of their sons and posting warm senti-
ments and powerful prayers.

I immediately began to think about my 
son and the conversations that my husband 
and I have had with him over the years. 
I began to vividly recall the discussions 
about what to do if our son were ever ap-

proached in a negative or threatening way.
I began to think about what life would 

be like without our son in it, or if his life 
were ended for any reason. As I had those 
thoughts, my chest began to swell because 
I was now the member of the M.O.B.B.  I 
love reading and sharing the love of my 
black boy, both for me and from me.

So much is in the news now concern-
ing violence on so many levels, but 
most of it centers around our “Black 
Boys”(#destinedtobeblackmen). It is im-
perative that mothers, fathers, sisters, pas-
tors, counselors, etc., embrace one of our 
most precious resources – our black boys.

Just being a member of this Facebook 
group has given me renewed assurance that 
“we” will do all that we can to teach and 
protect those we love but first, we must 
share with them the wonderful future that 
lies ahead of them because they are des-
tined to be wonderful black men.

God is good and so is the life that He 

has blessed us with, even though, we don’t 
always recognize it as such. But, because 
we were able to live though it means that 
that is just additional news we have to share 
with others.

The Mississippi Link, a messenger for 
news in and around the state of Mississippi, 
would like to serve as your personal mes-
senger to share your good news and the 
news of those you love.

As always, we ask that you let us help 
you communicate the good news of our 
Lord. Isaiah 52:7 reads (NIV) reads: “How 
beautiful on the mountains are the feet of 
those who bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, who pro-
claim salvation, who say to Zion, Your God 
reigns!”

To share your news, contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, 
fax (601) 896-0091 or mail your informa-
tion to The Mississippi Link, 2659 Livings-
ton Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor



OPINION

For months, even for years, through sev-
eral sessions of Congress, I wondered what 
will bring this body to take action. What will 
finally make Congress do what is right, what 
is just, what the people of this country have 
been demanding, and what is long overdue? 
– Congressman John Lewis

Congressman Lewis’ call to action in the U.S. House of 
Representatives on June 22 was the beginning of an extraor-
dinary event in our nation’s Capitol. Members of Congress 
participated in a nonviolent occupation of the floor of the 
House of Representatives led by a veteran civil rights orga-
nizer and participant in the sit-in movement to desegregate 
Jim Crow lunch counters, Freedom Rides to desegregate in-
terstate travel and marches to protest the denial of the right 
to vote to black citizens across the South. How refreshing to 
see John Lewis and his Congressional colleagues protesting 
the egregious fact that even in the wake of the deadliest mass 
shooting in our nation’s history and the senseless preventable 
deaths by gun of tens of thousands of human beings in our 
nation, including children, year in and year out, Congress has 
refused to act to reduce the epidemic of gun violence raging 
across our country.

“We have lost hundreds and thousands of innocent people 
to gun violence. Tiny, little children. Babies. Students and 
teachers. Mothers and fathers. Sisters and brothers. Daugh-
ters and sons. Friends and neighbors.

“And what has this body done, Mr. Speaker? Nothing. Not 
one thing. We have turned deaf ears to the blood of the inno-
cent and the concerns of our nation. We are blind to a crisis. 
Mr. Speaker, where is the heart of this body? Where is our 
soul? Where is our moral leadership? Where is our courage?”

Lewis grew up in segregated Troy, Ala. where he was 
taught not to challenge the racist Jim Crow status quo be-
cause that was just the way things were. But as a teenager 
he decided he couldn’t and wouldn’t spend his life afraid 
of getting into “good trouble.” He wrote a letter to Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. after hearing him on the radio during the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott. Dr. King invited the “boy from 
Troy” to come meet him and helped spur young Lewis on his 
lifelong path as a nonviolent warrior for justice who helped 
transform our nation.

As a student leader, and eventually chairman of the Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, Lewis helped 
organize and supported sit-ins and other student activism 
across the South with my generation of young activists. At 
age 23, he was the youngest person to speak at the 1963 
March on Washington. Two years later, he was brutally at-
tacked by lawless state and local law enforcement officials 
and his skull was fractured on the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
while attempting to lead a march for voting rights in Selma, 
Ala.

The televised images of the savage “Bloody Sunday” beat-
ings followed by the March from Selma to Montgomery by 
people coming from across the nation led President Lyndon 
B. Johnson to call on Congress to pass what became the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965. It was a pivotal moment in the Civil 
Rights Movement and in America’s continuing struggle to 
honor America’s dream.

In 1986, Lewis was elected to Congress to continue fight-
ing to push America forward. He electrified the nation as he 
brought the same nonviolent civil disobedience tactics he 
used as a young civil rights leader to the House floor and led 
his colleagues in the sit-in condemning Congress’ inaction to 
reduce mass shootings and gun violence.

His address to Speaker of the House Paul Ryan displayed 
a moral leadership and clarity that I hope will infect enough 
of his Congressional colleagues and galvanize millions of 
voters appalled by Congress’s inability to ban gun sales to 
people on the “no-fly” list, expand background checks, or 
provide other urgently needed common sense safety solu-
tions to protect Americans including our children from re-
lentless gun violence.

Congressmen Lewis and his colleagues have vowed to 
keep going with their fight as soon as the House returns from 
its July 4 recess. We must stand with them as they continue 
to get into “good trouble.”

We desperately need a critical mass of leaders like Con-
gressman Lewis, Sen. Christopher Murphy and others who 
joined in the House sit-in willing to be headlights and stand 
up to the National Rifle Association and the gun manufactur-
ing industry and their lobbyists and money and do the right 
thing to prevent gun violence that injures or kills a child ev-
ery half hour in our gun-saturated nation.

As Lewis said from the House floor: “Sometimes you have 
to do something out of the ordinary. Sometimes you have 
to make a way out of no way. We have been too quiet for 
too long. There comes a time when you have to say some-
thing, when you have to make a little noise. When you have 
to move your feet. And this is the time.”

Amen!
Marian Wright Edelman is president of the Children’s De-

fense Fund whose Leave No Child Behind® mission is to en-
sure every child a Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a 
Safe Start and a Moral Start in life and successful passage to 
adulthood with the help of caring families and communities. 
For more information go to www.childrensdefense.org

Time for ‘good 
trouble’ inside, 
outside Congress

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist
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Since 1897, the 
New York Times 
has boasted that 
it publishes “All 
the News That’s 
Fit to Print.” That 
slogan, created 

by Adolph S. Ochs, the original 
owner, still appears on the mast-
head of the Times each day.

On the front page of a recent 
Sunday edition, the New York 
Times carried a story under the 
headline, “Pillars of Black Me-
dia, Once Vibrant, Now Fighting 
for Survival.” It was a flawed, 
shallow critique of the Black 
Press and, to be blunt, was not 
fit to print.

My problem with the story 
was not so much what was writ-
ten, but what was left out. Jesse 
Jackson has long declared that 
text without context is pretext. 
Now, I finally know what he 
means.

The premise of the story, as 
the headline suggests, is that 
the Black Press is fighting for 
its survival. News flash: That’s 
been the case since the first black 
newspaper, Freedom’s Jour-
nal, was first edited in 1827 by 
John B. Russwurm and Samuel 
Cornish – 70 years before Ochs 
came up with his slogan for the 
New York Times.

The story correctly observes 
that many black media outlets 
have been purchased by White-
owned companies: Black Enter-
tainment Television, created by 
Robert L. Johnson and his then-
wife, Sheila, was sold to Viacom 
in 2001 for nearly $3 billion. In 
2005, Ed Lewis, Clarence O. 
Smith and their partners sold Es-
sence, the premier Black wom-
en’s magazine, to Time, Inc.

The story failed to mention 
that black-oriented digital out-
lets also are now in non-black 
hands. For example, The Root, 
created by Harvard professor 
Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Don-
ald E. Graham, former publisher 
of the Washington Post, was sold 
last year to Univision Commu-
nications. The site went from 
being owned by Graham Hold-
ings Company, a majority White 
company, to one that carries the 
tagline, the “Hispanic Heartbeat 
of America.”

The larger failure was not 
addressing the importance of 
black-owned and operated me-
dia.

It is no accident that when 
Freedom’s Journal was launched, 
its editors declared: “We wish to 
plead our own cause. Too long 
have others spoken for us...”

As long as black media out-
lets are owned by blacks, it’s 
likely that they will be speak-
ing for blacks. However, once 
they are owned by others, there 
is no guarantee that they will 
remain as vigilant or not have 
their voice diluted. It’s one thing 
to be “black-oriented.” It’s quite 
another to be “black-owned.” In 
my book, it’s best to have both 
in order to effectively serve the 
bests interest of African Ameri-
cans.

If you doubt this, imagine 
the reaction if a Chinese-owned 
company purchases Univision 
with the pledge that it will con-
tinue to be the “Hispanic Heart-
beat of America.” There would 
be more than a handful of doubt-
ers.

The issue is not race or eth-
nicity per se – it’s an issue of 
trust. African Americans trust 
the Black Press and distrust the 
White-owned corporate media.

A 2012 study by Nielsen 
found:

• Ninety-one percent of blacks 
believe that black media is more 
relevant to them

• Eighty-one percent believe 
that the products advertised in 
black media are more relevant 
to them

• Seventy-seven percent of Af-
rican Americans said black me-
dia has a better understanding of 
the needs and issues that affect 
them

• Seventy-three percent be-
lieve black media keeps them in 
touch with their heritage.

Yet, many major advertisers 
shun the Black Press, mistak-
enly thinking they can obtain 
the same results through general 
market media.

In its 2013 report titled, “Re-
silient, Receptive and Relevant: 
The African-American Consum-
er 2013 Report,” Nielsen pro-
jected that black spending would 
rise from $1 trillion to $1.3 tril-
lion by 2017.

“Companies mistakenly be-
lieve there are no language 
barriers, that a general market 
‘one-size-fits-all’ strategy is an 
effective way to reach African 
Americans,” the Nielsen study 
said. “Just the opposite is true.”

Nielsen said advertisers al-
lot only 3 percent of their $2.2 
billion yearly budget to media 
aimed at black audiences. Yet, 
they have the nerve to question 
the viability of the Black Press 
while ignoring their own culpa-
bility.

A Federal Communications 
Commission report, quoting one 
Congressperson, said:

“Ad agencies and their clients 
are refusing to advertise in media 
owned by blacks and other mi-
norities. This means that in many 

cases black media are being by-
passed for advertising place-
ment, even though they possess 
higher numbers in groups being 
targeted by the ad agency.”

According to the 2013 Nielsen 
study, Fortune 100 companies 
not ranking in the top 20 adver-
tisers with black media includ-
ed: General Electric, Citigroup, 
IBM, Philip Morris, AIG, Home 
Depot, Bank of America, Fan-
nie Mae, J.P. Morgan Chase, 
Kroger, Merck, State Farm In-
surance, Hewlett-Packard, Mor-
gan Stanley, Sears Roebuck, 
Target, Merrill Lynch, Kmart, 
Freddie Mac, Costco, Safeway, 
Pfizer, J.C. Penney, MetLife, 
Dell Computer, Goldman Sachs, 
UPS, Prudential Financial, Wells 
Fargo, Sprint, New York Life, 
Microsoft, Walt Disney, Aetna, 
Walgreen, Bank One, Bell-
South, Honeywell, UnitedHealth 
Group, Viacom, American Ex-
press, Wachovia Corp., CVS, 
Lowe’s, Bristol-Myers Squibb 
and Coca-Cola.

Cheryl Pearson-McNeil, a se-
nior vice president for Nielsen, 
said it best: “Until we do a better 
job as consumers in the choices 
we make and invest in compa-
nies that invest in us, we are not 
going to have any changes.”

Now, that’s fit to print.
George E. Curry is president 

and CEO of George Curry Me-
dia, LLC. He is the former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine 
and the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association News 
Service. He is a keynote speaker, 
moderator and media coach. 
Curry can be reached through 
his Web site, georgecurry.com. 
You can also follow him at twit-
ter.com/currygeorge, George E. 
Curry Fan Page on Facebook, 
and Periscope. 

New York Times Black 
Press story not fit to print
By George E. Curry
George Curry Media Columnist 

C H I L D  W A T C H

More than a 
couple of mil-
lion folks have 
responded to the 
words spoken by 
Jesse Williams, 
which points out 

the fact that many black people 
are mesmerized by words that 
excite us and stimulate our emo-
tions. Rather than initiating prac-
tical and appropriate actions as a 
result of words that make us feel 
good, we usually end up celebrat-
ing, espousing, regurgitating and 
discussing, ad nauseam, those 
words instead of implementing 
strategies that make us “do good.”

The speech by Williams was 
important and relevant, espe-
cially to black people. I appreci-
ate his words and his willingness 
to make his statements on such 
a widely-viewed stage. He used 
his fame and the very popular 
BET Awards Show to put forth 
a message that has been spoken 
and written by others before him, 
but also one that we need to hear 
over and over. Seems to me that 
when someone famous says the 
same things other non-famous 
folks have said, it takes hold 
quicker and our light bulbs come 
on faster. Questions: “How long 
will the message last? Will we act 
upon it?

Jesse Williams’ background, 
political affiliations and motiva-
tions notwithstanding, his mes-
sage was more important than 

the messenger. But since we are 
so attuned with what our celebri-
ties say, he had instant credibility 
with many young and older folks 
alike. This is not to suggest that 
we discriminate against a mes-
sage because of its messenger. 
A moron can bring a valid mes-
sage. Suppose Clarence Thomas 
had said the same thing Williams 
said. Would we reject that mes-
sage?

My point is that black folks 
should be able to discern a posi-
tive message that comes from any 
messenger, so that we can know 
“why” the message is being pro-
mulgated and be able to respond 
appropriately to that message.

Emotional catch-words and 
phrases are fleeting and seldom 
cause any improvement in our 
well-being. Remember: “I have 
a dream!” “Down with dope – 
Up with hope!” “No justice, no 
peace!” “Yes we can!” and all the 
other words we have heard and 
chanted millions of times?

I’d rather we follow words 
from Richard Allen: “To Seek 
for Ourselves,” Marcus Garvey” 
“One God, One Aim, One Desti-
ny!” and Elijah Muhammad: “Do 
for Self.” I chose to hear some of 
those words in Williams’ speech, 
and I give him credit for speaking 
on the subject. It’s on Williams 
now to show us what he meant by 
putting his words into action; and 
it’s up to the rest of us to develop 
strategies and initiatives that will 
move our people forward.

Williams spoke on issues that 

I have written articles on as far 
back as 1994, more specifically, 
one titled, “The Young and the 
Relentless,” in which I described 
how many young blacks were 
becoming entrepreneurs. Rather 
than falling for the okey-doke 
of buying and wearing someone 
else’s brand, they were develop-
ing, marketing and selling their 
own brands. Unfortunately, as 
the article also cited, many of 
our young entertainers had suc-
cumbed to the lure of “OPS” 
(Other People’s Stuff) e.g. Adi-
das, Nike, Hilfiger, etc. rather 
than “OPM” (Other People’s 
Money).

It is ironic that in April 1997 
Forbes magazine featured a front 
page article titled, “Badass Sells,” 
by Joshua Levine, which aptly il-
lustrated much of the tremendous 
economic potential within the 
younger segment of black Ameri-
ca. It also described how the hip-
hop culture had been co-opted 
by designers such as Hilfiger 
and manufacturing giants like 
Nike. Now in 2016, Alicia Keys 
is featured in a commercial for 
Levis jeans, in which she says, all 
women are “Badass,” so I guess 
it still sells.

But I digress. Will Williams’ 
comments simply become last 
month’s shining moment for 
black folks, or will his mes-
sage finally be transformed into 
real economic progress for our 
people? Will his two minutes of 
enlightenment and in-your-face 
rejoinder to our plight make their 

way into the pantheon of speech-
es by our learned elders, or will 
they drift off into oblivion never 
having gained traction or made a 
significant difference in our lives?

Will Williams’ one shining mo-
ment become activated within us 
to the degree that we begin to co-
alesce and collaborate to build an 
economic foundation from which 
we can truly have an impact on 
public policy?

Fiery rhetoric, overwhelming 
applause and 2 million “hits” and 
“tweets” are not enough to get 
the job done. We must have ac-
tion; we must have a critical mass 
of black people who are willing 
and able to work to make our 
economic and political empower-
ment a reality.

Yes, we had yet another shining 
moment when Williams took the 
stage to accept his award. Will its 
sheen fade to black, or will that 
moment turn into momentum for 
black progress?

Remember: A moment is not 
a movement, but a moment can 
start a movement.

Jim Clingman, founder of the 
Greater Cincinnati African Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce, is a 
prolific writer on economic em-
powerment for black people. He 
can be reached through his web-
site, blackonomics.com. He is the 
author of Black Dollars Matter: 
Teach Your Dollars How to Make 
More Sense, which is available 
through his website; profession-
alpublishinghouse.com and Ama-
zon Kindle eBooks.

By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

One shining Jesse Williams moment
B L A C K O N O M I C S
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 3944

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 
3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interest-
ed in or in any way affected thereby, that Anthony Ratliff has filed with 
the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a 
Rezoning from C80-C3 (General) Commercial District to C-3 (General) 
Commercial District with a Use Permit, to operate a Used Car Dealership 
on property located at 1619 University Blvd., in the First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOT 11 LESS 10 FT OF EAST SIDE & LOT 22 MISSISSIPPI ADDITION

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Build-
ing, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, July 27, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or af-
fected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after 
which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objec-
tion thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, 
and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator 
before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administra-
tor at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate 
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired.

WITNESS my signature this  1st day of  July  2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/14/2016, 7/21/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT & VARIANCE

ZONING CASE NO. 3945

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 
3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested 
in or in any way affected thereby, that Epiphany Lutheran Church has 
filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application re-
questing a Use Permit and Variance to build within 5 feet within an R-4 
(Limited Multi-Family)  Residential District on property located at 1230 
Isaiah Montgomery St. (Parcels 147-47, 147-48, 147-49 & 147-50), in 
the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as:

Lots 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32, Douglas Square, a subdivision accord-
ing to the map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the office of the 
Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds County at Jackson, 
Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 3 at page 86.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Build-
ing, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, July 27, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or af-
fected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after 
which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objec-
tion thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, 
and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator 
before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administra-
tor at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate 
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired.

WITNESS my signature this  1st day of July 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/14/2016, 7/21/2016 

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
NAMING THE BUILDING THAT HOUSES THE

JATRAN MAINTENANCE FACILITY THE ELPORT CHESS BUILDING. 

WHEREAS, JATRAN, is the bus transit system for the City of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi; 
and 
WHEREAS, the JATRAN maintenance facility is housed within a City of Jack-
son building located at 1785 Highway 80 West, Jackson, Mississippi 39204; 
and 

WHEREAS, the late Mr. Elport Chess, a lifelong resident of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, was drafted out of high school to serve during World War H; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Elport Chess returned to Lanier High School to finish high 
school in September of 1947; and WHEREAS, in September of 1947, Mr. 
Elport Chess was jailed and beaten because he refused to sit in the back on 
the bus, but instead sat in the front of the bus; and 

WHEREAS, from September 1947 until January 1948, those students living 
in Washington Addition and attending Lanier High School boycotted the bus 
transit system for the City of Jackson in protest to the treatment of Mr. Elport 
Chess and in disapproval of segregation; and 

WHEREAS, the Lanier Class of 1948 will meet on Friday, February 26, 2016 
at 6: 00 p.m. to preserve this historical and courageous act as a documentary; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City Council recommends naming the building that houses 
the JATRAN maintenance facility located at 1785 Highway 80 West, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39204 the Elport Chess Building to enhance the community with 
a historic landmark for the City of Jackson to remember such a courageous 
person as Mr. Elport Chess. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of Jackson, Missis-
sippi hereby names the building that houses the JATRAN maintenance facil-
ity located at 1785 Highway 80 West, Jackson, Mississippi 39204 the Elport 
Chess Building. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the city engineer is hereby authorized and 
directed to make appropriate revisions to the official map of the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi to reflect the renaming of said public facility and to take ap-
propriate action as required to affect said name change. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi is authorized and directed to transmit a certified copy of the Ordi-
nance to the Director of the Mississippi Highway Department and to notify the 
Department of Transportation; Public Safety Communication Division; Hinds 
County Tax Assessor, the United States Postal Service, appropriate City De-
partments, utility providers, and all other necessary parties affected by the 
renaming of said public facility. 

Council Member Tillman moved adoption; Council Member Stamps second-
ed. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps, Stokes and Tillman. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- None. 

ATTEST: 
Kristi Moore
City Clerk 

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, 
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed 
by the City Council at its regular meeting on the 14th day of June, 2016, and 
recorded in Minute Book “6J”, page 299. WITNESS my signature and official 
seal of office, this 8th day of July, 2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore, City Clerk 

7/14/2016

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
AMENDING CHAPTER 86- OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
TO CREATE A NEW ARTICLE ENTITLED “UNLAWFUL DISCRIMINATION.” 

WHEREAS, it is the purpose and intent of the City Council of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi to protect and safeguard the right and opportunity of all persons to 
be free from all forms of discrimination, including discrimination based on 
real or perceived race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, age, disability, marital status, familial status, or veteran 
status; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi’s purpose of enacting 
this ordinance is to promote the public health and welfare of all persons who 
live and work in the City of Jackson; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi deems it essential to 
ensure that all persons within the City have equal access to employment, 
housing, and public accommodations. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED the following shall take effect upon passage. 

Section 1: The Municipal Code of the City of Jackson, Mississippi is hereby 
amended to create a new Article IX under Chapter 86 entitled “Unlawful 
Discrimination” to read as follows: 

Sec. 86-226. - Definitions. For the purposes of this ordinance, the following 
terms shall have the following meanings: 

1. “Age” means an individual’s status as having obtained forty or more years 
of age. 
2. “City Contractor” means any person, corporation, or entity that has a 
contract to do business with the City of Jackson. 
3. “Discriminate, Discrimination, or Discriminatory” means any act, policy or 
practice that, regardless of intent, has the effect of subjecting any person 
to differential treatment as a result of that person’s real or perceived race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, 
disability, marital status, familial status, or veteran status. 
4. “Employee” means any individual employed by or seeking employment 
from an employer, excluding any individual employed by his or her parents, 
spouse, or child. 
5. “Employer” means a person who employs one or more employees in the 
City of Jackson, or any agent of such person. Employer shall include the 
City of Jackson and any City Contractor. 
6. “Familial Status” means an individual’s past, current or prospective status 
as parent or legal guardian to a child or children below the age of eighteen 
(18) who may or may not reside with that individual. 
7. “Gender Identity” means the actual or perceived gender-related identity, 
expression, appearance, or mannerisms, or other gender-related character-
istics of an individual, regardless of the individual’s designated sex at birth. 
8. “Marital Status” means an individual’s past, current, or prospective status 
as single, married, divorced, or widowed. 
9. “National Origin” means an individual’s or his or her ancestor’s place of 
origin. 
10. “Place of Public Resort, Accommodation, Assemblage, or Amusement” 
means any place, store, or other establishment, either licensed or unli-
censed, that supplies accommodations, goods, or services to the general 
public, or that solicits or accepts the patronage or trade of the general pub-
lic, or that is supported directly or indirectly by government funds. The term 
does not include any of the following:
 a. Any lodging establishment which contains not more than three 
rooms for rent and which is actually occupied by the proprietor of such es-
tablishment as a primary residence.
 b. Any private club, bona fide membership organization, or other 
establishment that is not in fact open to the public. 
11. “Religion” means all aspects of religious belief, observance, and prac-
tice. 
12. “Sexual Orientation” means actual or perceived homosexuality, hetero-
sexuality, or bisexuality. 
13. “Veteran Status” means an individual’s status as one who served in the 
active military, naval or air service, and who was discharged or released 
under conditions other than dishonorable. 

Sec. 86-227. - Civil Rights Declared. The right of an otherwise qualified per-
son to be free from discrimination because of that person’s real or perceived 
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
age, disability, marital status, familial status, or veteran status is recognized 
as and declared to be a civil right. This right shall include, but not be limited 
to, all of the following: 

1. The right to obtain and hold employment and the benefits associated 
therewith without discrimination. 
2. The right to the full enjoyment of any of the accommodations, advan-
tages, facilities, or privileges of any place of public resort, accommodation, 
assemblage, or amusement without discrimination. 

3. The right to engage in property transactions, including obtaining housing 
for rental or sale and credit therefore, without discrimination. 
4. The right to exercise any right granted under this ordinance without suf-
fering coercion or retaliation. 

Sec. 86-228. - Exceptions. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the following are 
not discriminatory practices prohibited by Sec. 86-227 of this ordinance: 

1. A religious corporation, association, or society that employs an individual 
of a particular religion to perform work connected with the performance of 
religious activities by the corporation, association, or society.
2. An employer who observes the conditions of a bona fide affirmative ac-
tion plan or a bona fide seniority system which is not a pretext to evade the 
purposes of this ordinance. 

Sec. 86-229. - Human Rights. The purpose of incorporating human rights 
in this to promote principles of diversity, inclusion, and harmony in the City 
of Jackson through education, community events, the provision of advice to 
the City Council and Mayor, and through receiving and resolving complaints 
filed under this ordinance. 

1. Responsibilities. The responsibilities include managing records and 
accounts, developing public education programs, managing citizen com-
plaints, and any other tasks needed. Responsible parties may use the ser-
vices of clerks, other city government employees or the services of contrac-
tors as necessary. 
2. Activities. The City of Jackson shall receive, initiate, investigate, seek to 
conciliate, hold hearings on and pass upon complaints alleging violations 
of this ordinance, including issuing penalties; it shall present an annual re-
port to the Mayor and City Council of its activities; it shall develop public 
education programs regarding compliance with this ordinance and equal 
opportunity and treatment of all individuals; and it shall engage in any other 
necessary action to effectuate its purpose and duties. 

Sec. 86-230. - Enforcement. Subject to the procedures developed, the City 
of Jackson shall receive, initiate, investigate, seek to conciliate, hold hear-
ings on and pass upon complaints alleging violations of this ordinance. If a 
complaint is not successfully conciliated, the City of Jackson shall hear the 
matter and make a determination as to whether a violation of this ordinance 
has occurred. If the City of Jackson determines that a violation has oc-
curred, they shall issue an order to cease and desist from the discriminatory 
practice and levy a fine of $500 for a first violation, $1,000.00 or subsequent 
violation. These penalties shall be enforceable, if necessary, via an action 
in municipal court. All proceedings described herein shall be conducted in 
accordance with Mississippi law. 

Sec. 86-231. - Other Remedies. This ordinance may not be construed to 
limit any other remedies available under state or federal law. 

Section 2: The Municipal Code of the City of Jackson, Mississippi is hereby 
amended by revising Sec. 2-169, Paragraph 1 as follows: 

Sec. 2-169. - Report of hate crimes. 

1. Definition of hate crime. Any crime committed because of the actual or 
perceived race, color, religion, ethnicity, ancestry, national origin, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or disability of the victim. 

Section 3: The Municipal Code of the City of Jackson, Mississippi is hereby 
amended by revising Sec. 126-161 as follows: 

Sec. 126-161. - Passenger discrimination prohibited. 

No driver shall refuse to accept a passenger solely on the basis of real or 
perceived race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, age, disability, marital status, familial status, or veteran status. 
For the purposes of this section, the terms “sexual orientation” and “gender 
identity” shall have the meanings ascribed to them in Sec. 86-227. All ve-
hicles shall comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Section 4: This ordinance shall become effective one month from the pass-
ing of this ordinance. 

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Stamps sec-
onded. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps, Stokes and Tillman. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- None. 

ATTEST: 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, 
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed 
by the City Council at its regular meeting on the 14th day of June, 2016, and 
recorded in Minute Book “6J”, pages 307-309. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this  8th day of July, 2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore, City Clerk 

7/14/2016

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Attendants for shoe shine concession located @ the Jackson 
Municipal Airport. No experience needed. Full time and part time. Must be 
a people person and a reliable person. All are welcome to apply, except  
those with criminal backgrounds. Email cnelson@slmnc.com or call 919 
796 2587

6/9 6/16 6/23 6/30 7/7 7/14 7/21 7/28 
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3046 - Food Service Kitchen Equipment

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) July 25, 2016 at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge 
by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or docu-
ments may be picked up at the above address. 

7/7/2016, 7/14/2016 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3047 – Jackson Public School District Elementary, Middle and 
High School Planners for 2016-2017 School Year

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, un-
til 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) July 26, 2016, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trust-
ees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, 
and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five cal-
endar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed 
specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing bjones@jack-
son.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up 
at the above address.

7/7/2016, 7/14/2016 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, 
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 08/03/2016 , for:

RE: GS# 343-115 Fairgrounds Improvements - PH I 
 (Telescopic Seating Systems (RE-BID))
Fair Commission (Department of Agriculture and Commerce)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

 Professional: Wier Boerner Allin Architecture, PLLC 
 Address:     2906 North State Street, Suite 106
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-321-9107
 Email:                   mboerner@wbaarchitecture.com

A deposit of $0.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of 
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to 
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and 
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Send for Revision
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

7/14/2016, 7/21/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 3946

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that the Catholic Diocese of Jackson  has 
filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application re-
questing a Use Permit to operate an emergency shelter/mission in a C-3 
(General) Commercial District on property located at 921 N. President 
St., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

A lot or parcel of land situated in the City of Jackson and known address 
of 912 North Congress Street, also situated in that certain 10 acre lot 8 
N. according to H. C. Daniel Map of Jackson, said lot being in the N½ the 
NE ¼ of Section 3, T5N, R1E, Hinds County, Mississippi, and more fully 
described as follows:

Commencing at a point on the north line of Barksdale Street and the East 
line of North  Congress Street as both are now laid out and in use; run 
thence N 9°17’E along the East line of said North Congress Street 568.9 
feet to an iron pin marking the Point of Beginning at the Southwest corner  
of the property herein described; thence from  the Point of Beginning 
continue  along the East line of North  Congress Street N 9°17’E for 70.0 
feet to an iron pin set; thence S 82° 25’40” E for 160.19 feet to an iron pin 
found  at northeast  corner of said lot; thence S 9°50’30” W for 72.98 feet 
to a 2” steel post at fence intersection; thence N 81°22’ W E for 159.42 
feet to the point of beginning. 

ALSO:
A lot or parcel of land situated in the City of Jackson and known address 
of 921 North President Street, also situated in that certain 10 acre lot 8N 
according to H. C. Daniel Map of Jackson, said lot being in the N½ of the 
NE ¼ of Section 3, TSN, R1E, Hinds County, Mississippi, and more fully 
described as follows:

Commencing at a point  marked by an iron pin on the north  line of Barks-
dale Street and the west line of North  President Street as both are now 
laid out and in use; run thence N 8° 50’ E along the west line of said North  
President Street 566.5 feet to an iron pin marking the point of beginning 
at the southeast corner of the property herein described; thence from 
the point  of beginning continue along the west line of North  President 
Street 8° 50’ E for 70.0 feet to an iron pin found; thence N 79°02’W for 
162.92 feet to an iron pin found at northwest corner of said lot; thence S 
9°50’ 30” W for 72.98 feet to a 3” steel post at fence intersection; thence 
S 80°05’ 30” E for 164.12 feet to the point of beginning.
AND ALSO:

A perpetual, non-exclusive easement for drainage purposes over and 
across the following land and property situated in the First Judicial Dis-
trict of Hinds County, State of Mississippi, more particularly described as 
follows, to-wit:

Being situated  in that certain 10 acre Lot 8 N., according to the H. C. 
Daniel Map of Jackson, said lot being situated  in the North ½  of the 
Northeast ¼ of Section 3, Township 5 North, Range 1 East, City of Jack-
son, Hinds County, Mississippi and being more particularly described by 
metes and bounds as follows, to-wit:

AND ALSO:

A perpetual, non-exclusive easement for drainage purposes over and 
across the following land and property situated in the First Judicial Dis-
trict of Hinds County, State of Mississippi, more particularly described as 
follows, to-wit:

Being situated  in that certain 10 acre Lot 8 N., according to the H. C. 
Daniel Map of Jackson, said lot being situated  in the North ½  of the 
Northeast ¼ of Section 3, Township 5 North, Range 1 East, City of Jack-
son, Hinds County, Mississippi and being more particularly described by 
metes and bounds as follows, to-wit:

Commence at the intersection of the northern right of way line of Barks-
dale Street with the western  right of way line of North  President Street 
and run thence North  08 degrees 57’ 11” East for a distance of 636.50 
feet along the said western right of way line of North  President Street to 
the Point of Beginning for the easement herein  described; thence leave 
said western right of way line and run North 78 degrees, 54’ 49” West for 
a distance of 162.92 feet along the northern property line of the Grantee; 
thence leave said northern property line of the Grantee  and run North  
09 degrees 57’ 41” East for a distance of 3.31 feet; thence South 80 de-
grees 03’30” East for a distance of 162.77 feet along a line which is 6.0 
feet north  of and parallel to the northern edge of a brick building and the 
extension thereof to the said western right of way line of North President 
Street; thence 08 degrees 57’ 11” West for a distance of 6.57 feet along 
the said western right of way line to the Point of Beginning, and being the 
same Easement described in that certain Instrument No. 708642, dated 
July 23, 2001, recorded in Book 5424, at Page 244 of the Chancery 
Clerk’s records for the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Build-
ing, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, July 27, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or af-
fected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after 
which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objec-
tion thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, 
and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator 
before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, 
or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administra-
tor at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate 
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing 
impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 1st day of July 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

7/14/2016, 7/21/2016 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, 
the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, August 9, 2016, at 
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the 
following:

Bid#  63066-080916 – Eighteen-Month Supply of Traffic Paint

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CITY OF JACKSON’S WEBSITE,  
HYPERLINK “http://WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV” WWW.JACKSONMS.
GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of pro-
posal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South 
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record 
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mis-
sissippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full 
and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the 
City.  As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall 
submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan 
Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions 
set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bid-
der or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more informa-
tion on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO 
Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the 
Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also re-
serves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid 
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting 
the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award could 
be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for 
all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is 
known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according 
to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, state-
ments to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence of 
such statement means the City will make that determination during the 
bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

7/14/2016, 7/21/2016 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, 
until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 08/04/2016 , for:

 RE: GS# 104-184 Fant Library Renov. - PH III (Build out)
  Mississippi University for Women

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be 
obtained from:

 Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
 Address:     500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-969-7543
 Email:                   info@burriswagnon.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities 
and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available 
for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

7/7/2016 , 7/14/2016 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Prop-
erty Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 
39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 08/04/2016 , for:

 RE: GS# 106-237 Harrison Renov.-Exp. PH I (Improvements)
  Mississippi Valley State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Pryor & Morrow Architects and Engineers, 
   P.A. - Columbus 
   (Columbus, Mississippi, through 
   the Office listed herein) 
 Address:     Post Office Box 167
   Columbus, Mississippi 39703
 Phone:  662-327-8990
 Email:                   cmorrow@pryor-morrow.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management

7/7/2016, 7/14/2016 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bid
RFP- 2016-09 Exceptional Education Service Providers for 2016-2017 

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing 
Time) July 26, 2016, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive 
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five 
calendar days from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed speci-
fications may be obtained free of charge by emailing bjones@jackson.k12.ms.us, 
calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address 
or downloaded from Jackson Public School website at HYPERLINK “http://www.
jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

7/7/2016 , 7/14/2016 
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Order Today
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HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION.
Contractors Equipment and Trucks.
Wednesday, July 20 and Thursday,
July 21. 9:00 a.m. 1042 Holland Ave.,
Philadelphia, MS. Deanco Auction, 601-
656-9768. www.deancoauction.com.
Auctioneer: Donnie W. Dean, no. 733,
MSGL no. 835

ABSOLUTE AUCTION. Fulton Auto
Auction. 405 E. Main St., Fulton, MS
38843. Open to the Public. Sells where
is, as is. Pre-register at 662-862-7374.

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Train at home for a career working
with Medical Billing and Insurance
Claims. Online training can get you
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW. Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.
L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team driv-
ers needed to run from S.E. to West
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 1-800-647-5494.
OWNER OPERATORS ONLY! 80%
Gross on Flatbed Freight! Home
Weekends. Permits Provided. File/Pay Fuel
Taxes. Owner Operators Lease Today!
CDL-A, 25 years, 2 years OTR experi-
ence. 870-336-9051

PROTECT YOUR HOME with fully cus-
tomizable security and 24/7 monitoring
right from your smart-phone. Receive
up to $1500 in equipment, free
(restrictions apply). Call 1-800-815-5610

MOBILE HOMES WITH ACREAGE.
Ready to move in.  Seller Financing (sub-
ject to credit approval). Lots of room for
the price. 3 bedroom, 2 bath. No renters.
601-718-0295

AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
learn more.
DISH TV 190 CHANNELS plus
Highspeed Internet Only
$49.95/mo! Ask about a 3 year price
guarantee & get Netflix included for 1
year!  Call Today 1-800-319-2526
ULTIMATE BUNDLE from DIRECTV
and AT&T. 2 Year Price Guarantee. Just
$89.99 / month (TV / fast internet /
phone). FREE Whole-Home Genie HD-
DVR Upgrade. New customers only. Call
today. 1-800-215-6713

DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT CHIL-
DREN, $150. Includes BANKRUPTCY
and DEBT CONSOLIDATION (if needed).
Save hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-
388-4342, call us toll FREE 24/7.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.

START LOSING WEIGHT with
Nutrisystem’s  All-New Turbo 10
Plus! Free Shakes are available to help
crush your hunger!* Call us now at 1-
800-973-8817 *Conditions may apply.

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

C o m p u t e r s

M o b i l e  H o m e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

H o m e  S e c u r i t y

We i g h t  C o n t r o l

A u c t i o n s _ A u t o

A u c t i o n s F o r  R e n t

Week of July 10, 2016

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

1,300 Sq. Ft.
Office Space
For Lease

North Jackson
601-981-3060 Advertising

Solutions
That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 15JUNE 16 - 22, 2016

For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

Deanco Auction
Public Auction July 20

PASS
3.792 x 2

48 Web
3.556 x 2

46 Web
3.33 x 2

Mize Fire Dept.
Watermelon Fest 2016

PASS
3.792 x 2

48 Web
3.556 x 2

46 Web
3.33 x 2

Buses - Autos - Boats
Lawn Mowers  

Equipment - Travel
Trailers - Golf Carts
Bikes - Tools & More

LARGE AUCTION
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

HWY 69 SOUTH - TUSCALOOSA, AL
SATURDAY - JULY 16th - 9:00 am

Visit website for more info or call 205-758-3068
www.SEAUCTION.com 

Southeast Auction Company Lic#AL528

Buses - Autos - Boats
Lawn Mowers  

Equipment - Travel
Trailers - Golf Carts
Bikes - Tools & More

LARGE AUCTION
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

HWY 69 SOUTH - TUSCALOOSA, AL
SATURDAY - JULY 16th - 9:00 am

Visit website for more info or call 205-758-3068
www.SEAUCTION.com 

Southeast Auction Company Lic#AL528

Buses - Autos - Boats
Lawn Mowers  

Equipment - Travel
Trailers - Golf Carts
Bikes - Tools & More

LARGE AUCTION
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

HWY 69 SOUTH - TUSCALOOSA, AL
SATURDAY - JULY 16th - 9:00 am

Visit website for more info or call 205-758-3068
www.SEAUCTION.com 

Southeast Auction Company Lic#AL528

Southeast Auction
Auction_July16
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3.33 x 2
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 17JULY 14 - 20, 2016

Jackson State University’s track 
and field star Michael Tinsley is Rio 
bound after finishing third in the 400 
meter hurdles finals July 10, during 
the 2016 U.S. Olympic Trials.

Tinsley posted a time of 48.82. 
Tinsley, who won the 400 meter hur-
dles silver medal in the 2012 Lon-
don Olympics while setting a per-
sonal best time of 47.91, makes his 
second straight trip to the Olympics.

Tinsley, who won the 2012 Olym-
pic Trails, posted a semifinal win 
(49.15) on July 9.  He followed up 
his London Olympics silver med-

al with a silver medal at the 2013 
World Championships in Moscow.

While at Jackson State, the Little 
Rock, Ark., native became the first 
track and field JSU Tiger to win an 
NCAA Division I title at the NCAA 
Outdoor Championships in 2006.

In addition to Tinsley, JSU’s Ana-
so Jobodwana is also headed to Rio 
to represent his homeland of South 
Africa in his second straight Olym-
pics.

In the 2012 Olympics, at age 20, 
Jobodwana recorded a personal best 
time of 20.27 in the 200-meter dash 
semifinals. The time was just 0.09 
behind Usain Bolt, before finishing 
in eighth place in the finals.

Tinsley

JSU’s Tinsley headed to second 
straight Olympics; Rio Bound
Mississippi Link Newswire

SAN ANTONIO – Minnesota 
Lynx players did not wear T-shirts 
supporting the Black Lives Matter 
movement ahead of their July12, 
game in San Antonio after four off-
duty police officers walked away 
from security jobs at a Lynx game 
over the weekend because of the 
garb.

The shirts worn before the July 
9 game in Minneapolis against the 
Dallas Wings listed the names of 
two black men fatally shot by police 
in Minnesota and Louisiana. The 
shirts also showed the Dallas po-
lice shield above the phrase “Black 
Lives Matter.” Five officers in Dal-
las were fatally shot July 7 by a 
sniper during a protest over the two 
slayings.

Lynx spokeswoman Ashley Carl-
son says the players would not be 
wearing the BLM clothing in San 
Antonio.

“The Lynx organization was 
made aware about the concerns of 
the off duty Minneapolis police of-
ficers,” the team said. “While our 
players message mourned the loss 
of life due to last week’s shootings, 
we respect the right of those indi-
vidual officers to express their own 
beliefs in their own way. ... We con-
tinue to urge a constructive discus-
sion about the issues raised by these 
tragedies.”

In a statement July 12, Minne-
apolis Police Chief Janee Harteau 
said while the officers were work-
ing security on behalf of the Lynx, 
she expects all officers “to adhere to 
our core values and to honor their 
oath of office” when wearing a Min-
neapolis police uniform.

“Walking off the job and default-
ing on their contractual obligation to 
provide a service to the Lynx does 
not conform to the expectations 

held by the public for the uniform 
these officers wear,” Harteau said.

Minneapolis Police Federation 
President Bob Kroll told the Min-
neapolis Star-Tribune he commends 
the officers. He says they took their 
names off a list of officers to work 
future games.

On Sunday, the New York Liberty 
wore similar black T-shirts address-
ing the recent shootings.

“We do need people to stand up 
and understand and express that 
black lives are just as important as 
any other lives in America, and right 
now that’s not being seen,” Liberty 
guard Tanisha Wright said.

New York’s Swin Cash had stron-
ger words.

“I think it’s a shame that we keep 
seeing people that want to make this 
movement as something that’s vio-
lent,” said Cash, who repeatedly hit 
the lectern with her fist and whose 
voice cracked while speaking. “Five 

cops gave their lives up trying to 
protect a peaceful movement. And 
in this country, I do believe that you 
can assemble peacefully and protest 
against injustice. So until the sys-
tem transforms, we cannot sit here 
and act like there is not a problem 
here in America.”

Many athletes have expressed 
frustration and anger over the recent 
police shootings, including NBA 
players Damian Lillard and Car-
melo Anthony and Brittney Griner 
of the Phoenix Mercury.

LeBron James and other basket-
ball stars made news in 2014 when 
they wore T-shirts reading “I can’t 
breathe” to protest the death of Eric 
Garner at the hands of police in New 
York City and five members of the 
St. Louis Rams made the “Hands 
up. Don’t Shoot!” gesture before a 
game in reference to the fatal shoot-
ing of Michael Brown by police in 
Ferguson, Mo.

Minnesota Lynx’ Maya Moore looks toward an official after being called for an 
offensive foul in the final seconds of overtime play of a WNBA basketball game 
against the Connecticut July 7, in Uncasville, Conn. The Sun won 93-89. AP PHOTO/
JESSICA HILL

Lynx players not wearing ‘Black 
Lives Matter’ shirts in Texas
Associated Press

Five months after stepping down as St. 
Aloysius’ basketball coach, Delvin Thomp-
son is getting back in the game. Thompson 
was hired recently as an assistant coach 
with the men’s basketball team at his alma 
mater Alcorn State. He’ll be responsible 
for the development of the team’s point 
guards and editing game film.

It’s Thompson’s first coaching job on the 
college level.

“It feels really great going back home 
to Alcorn State because they have provid-
ed stability for me on and off the court,” 
Thompson said in an email interview. “I re-
ceived my bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from there, so now this is my opportunity 
to give back to the school as a whole, but 
more importantly to give back to the bas-
ketball program that I was once a part of.”

Thompson played at Alcorn from 2004-
07. He was the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference Newcomer of the Year in the 
2004-05 season and also earned first-and 
second-team All-SWAC honors during his 

playing career.
He took over as the head coach of St. 

Al’s boys and girls varsity teams in 2010 
and held that position until the end of this 
season, when he resigned to focus on his 
career as a mental health therapist.

After getting a few calls suggesting he 
look into the vacancy at Alcorn, he applied, 
got an interview and wound up with a new 
job. “I received a couple of calls about the 
position and that it might be a great fit for 
me,” Thompson said. “I applied for the po-
sition and had an interview with the coach 
and was later offered the position. I had had 
no prior contact with the head coach (Mon-
tez Robinson) in the past, but after talking 
with him over the span of a few weeks I felt 
really good about accepting the position.”

Thompson said his new job is a full-time 
position and a good opportunity to take the 
next step as a coach. “This is a great oppor-
tunity for me and my coaching career. Dur-
ing my time as an assistant coach at Alcorn 
State University I will learn as much as I 
can and be as productive as I can,” he said.

Southern University joined forces with 
schools from the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference including Jackson State Uni-
versity, the Southeastern Conference, 
local emergency medical services and 
hospitals for a private, invitation-only 
eight-hour course July 9, on the campus 
of Louisiana State University.

The focus was primarily on athletic 
trainers, team physicians, emergency 
medical technicians and emergency room 
department personnel for an intensive 
training session on relevant emergency 
conditions athletes face.

More than 100 participants witnessed 
facilitation at the LSU Football Opera-
tions Facility. Eight continuing education 
credit contact hours were made available 
for ATs, EMTs and MDs in attendance.

The Emergency Care Course was de-
veloped in response to Southern Univer-
sity football player Devon Gales’ cervi-
cal spine injury. Gales suffered a spinal 
injury during a game in early fall 2015 at 

the University of Georgia.
Emergency conditions include heat-

related illnesses, spine boarding, sudden 
cardiac death and more. Attendees of this 
course learned about emergencies in ath-
letics and proper responses.

Topics included emergency evalua-
tion, hemorrhage control, athletic head 
injuries, cervical spine injuries and emer-
gency airway and oxygen administration. 

Attendees will be able to explain and 
apply best practices for management of 
athletic emergencies; practice scenario-
based athletic emergency techniques; 
and develop interdisciplinary health care 
teams to provide on-field emergency care.

The event was made possible by Cra-
mer Products, LTCA Workers Comp; 
Southern University; the SEC Sports 
Medicine Committee; the University of 
Georgia; University of Florida; Athens 
Regional Medical Center, Athens, Ga.; 
Athens Technical College, Athens, Ga.; 
Baton Rouge General; and Acadian Am-
bulance.

JSU takes part in emergency 
care course at LSU

Thompson hired as asst. 
basketball coach at Alcorn
Mississippi Link Newswire

Participants of the emergency care course learned information about hemorrhage control, 
head injuries and cervical spine injuries.

Mississippi Link Newswire



Tarzan became a sensation 
soon after his initial introduction 
to the world via pulp magazines 
published in 1912. Created by 
Edgar Rice Burroughs, the char-
acter proved to be such an endur-
ing cultural icon that he would 
become the subject of a series 
of best-selling novels, 200-plus 
movies and a long line of con-
sumer products.

According to the lore spun 
by Burroughs, Tarzan, aka John 
Clayton, was the son of a couple 
of British aristocrats who per-
ished in Africa while the boy 
was still an infant. The baby was 
subsequently raised by apes in 
the wild where he became so in 
tune with nature that he learned 
to speak the language of all the 
beasts residing there.

Moreover, as the legendary 
“Lord of the Jungle,” he not only 
exercised dominion over the ani-

mal kingdom but over cannibal-
istic tribes eager to rape white 
women and to boil missionaries 
in a big pot. Such insensitive 
portrayals of Africans as evil and 
uncivilized eventually became 
controversial in more enlight-
ened times. And after decades of 
uncritical appeal, Tarzan finally 
witnessed a sharp decline in pop-
ularity.

Now, for the first time this mil-
lennium, he’s been brought back 
to the big screen. Directed by 
David Yates (Harry Potter 5, 6, 
7 and 8), The Legend of Tarzan 
features a more politically cor-
rect version of the controversial 
character.

Set in 1884, the film stars Al-
exander Skarsgard in the title role 
as well as Samuel L. Jackson as 
his sophisticated sidekick, Dr. 
George Washington Williams. 
The American doctor was osten-
sibly shoehorned into the story to 
offset the relatively primitive im-

age of the indigenous black folks. 
At the point of departure, we 

find Tarzan and wife Jane (Mar-
got Robbie) living in the lap of 
luxury in London as Lord and 
Lady Greystoke. It’s apparently 
been ages since Tarzan has even 
set foot on the dark continent.

He leaps at the chance to re-
turn to the Congo, when invited 
by Parliament to serve as a trade 
emissary. What Tarzan doesn’t 
know is that he is merely a pawn 
in a plot masterminded by Leon 
Rom (Christoph Waltz), a dia-
bolical villain dealing in blood 
diamonds.

Upon arriving, it doesn’t take 
long for Tarzan to revert from a 
proper gent to a feral vine swing-
er who can summon a thunder-
ing herd of elephants with that 
distinctive yell. Aaaaaaaargh... 
A a a a a a a a a r g h a a a a h . . . 
Aaaaaaaaaaaargh!

Kam Williams can be reached 
at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

BOOK REVIEW:
“WE ARE CHARLESTON”
BYHERB FRAZIER, BERNARD EDWARD POWERS JR., 
  PHD, AND MARJORY WENTWORTH
  C.2016, THOMAS NELSON
  $24.99 / $31.00 CANADA • 256 PAGES

The word is what you crave.
It’s where you find your com-

fort, strength, the peace you need 
to get through the day. Reading it 
is like hearing God’s voice; study-
ing it is feeling His power, and in 
the new book “We Are Charles-
ton” by Herb Frazier, Bernard 
Edward Powers Jr., Ph.D and 
Marjory Wentworth, knowing it 
could mean offering forgiveness.

There are, say the authors, two 
Charlestons in South Carolina.

Tourists see lovely horse-
drawn carriages, fine dining and 
historic homes but there’s a flip-
side Charleston, too: it’s where 
slavery began, where Jim Crow 
laws once ruled and where rac-

ism is still an issue. That’s where 
Mother Emanuel AME Church 
has stood for generations, wel-
coming people of faith.

Wednesdays are Bible study 
nights at Mother Emanuel, al-
though on June 17, 2015, that was 
pushed back a bit for a business 
meeting. By 8 o’clock, however, 
“a dozen of the most devout pa-
rishioners” were ready for the 
word of God.

Exactly 16 minutes later, “a 
skinny young white man” entered 
the door and joined the group, sit-
ting next to the church’s pastor; 
the young man was a stranger 
there, but they welcomed him 
just the same. And after prayerful 
fellowship and Bible study, “as 
eyes were closed and heads were 

bowed” for a final benediction, he 
took out a gun and started shoot-
ing.

But why did Dylann Roof 
scream racial sentiments, reload 
his gun five times, and kill nine 
strangers in a house of God? The 
answer, say the authors, lies in 
the past, aboard slave ships, on 
wharfs where people were once 
sold, and on a flag. It goes back 
some 200 years, to another time 
when that church was a “target of 
hate.” And yes, it lies in the story 
of a “young man who purchased 
a weapon to kill human beings.”

But surprisingly, what resulted 
from that night more than a year 
ago wasn’t just a history lesson. It 
wasn’t merely grief, either. What 
happened in the days after that 

night was forgiveness, over and 
over and over…

There is, of course, more to this 
story than just what happened in 
June 2015 in South Carolina – 
and that’s where I struggled with 
“We Are Charleston.” There’s 
too much inside this book, and it 
veers too much off-course.

I see where the authors are try-
ing to take readers: the book’s 
open and ending are about the 

shooting and aftermath, while the 
middle part consists of African- 
American history and that of the 
AME church, with an attempt to 
tie them together. These subjects 
are very interesting, but the tie 
here is too broad and too deep; 
I’d have been happier with two 
different books.

And yet, it’s easy to brush aside 
book-gripes when presented with 
a powerful message like the one 

you’ll see; specifically, one of 
forgiveness, strength and for-
ward-movement. That alone left 
me satisfied after all.

And so, cautiously, with ca-
veats, I say read this book. Skim 
some parts if you must, but savor 
its end: “We Are Charleston” 
could be the words to remember.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at  bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by John F. Kennedy

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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Film Review
New film set in 1884 retells 
legendary story of Tarzan

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Samuel Jackson (left) and Alexander Skarsgard star in “The Legend of Tarzan.” 



SOUTH BURLINGTON, 
Vt. – Four girls from Vermont 
are using their voices and pow-
erful performance poetry to get 
their message out about being 
Muslim in America, stereo-
types and other issues near to 
them.

Five months after forming 
their slam poetry group, Mus-
lim Girls Making Change is 
competing this week in the 
Brave New Voices international 
youth poetry slam competition 
in Washington, D.C.

“We write poems about 
things that we can’t keep in-
side of us anymore, things that 
we care so much about,” said 
Kirin Waqar, 16, of South Bur-
lington, whose parents are from 
Pakistan.

With titles like “Ameri-
can Dream,” ‘’Welcome” and 
“Chameleon” the girls ad-
dress their parents’ expecta-
tions coming to this country, 
the Syrian refugees and their 
own challenges balancing their 
American identity with where 
their family is from.

Like in the poem “Chame-
leon”:

“We will never be white only 
pretend to be. We hide behind 
big mirrors and lies unsure 
of who we really are. African 
American or the other way 
around? Pakistani first, Ameri-
can?,” they say. “Tears roll off 
our face. The droplets form a 
perfectly curved rainbow. Red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, 
purple, which one am I?” they 
say voices rising. “Which one 
are we. Maybe we’re a mix. 

Maybe we are many. A combi-
nation of colors ... Maybe we 
are one.”

Through the poetry, 15-year-
old Lena Ginawi, whose father 
is from Egypt and mother is 
from Yemen, wants people to 
know that “whenever you hear 
the word terrorism I don’t want 
the first thing you think about is 
Islam, because Islam to me is a 
religion of peace. Anything that 
these terrorists do has nothing 
to do with Islam,” she said.

The group won a tryout in 
Vermont to compete in the 
Brave New Voices festival.

They not only have a power-
ful message and stage presence, 
but they are willing to discuss 
the issues they talk about in 
their poetry, answer ques-
tions and use that as platform 
for good and creating change, 
said Sarah Gliech of the Young 
Writers Project, which helped 
raise funds for the group’s trip 
to Washington.

In middle school, Waqar said 
she tried to assimilate wearing 
American clothing.

Then at 15, she decided her 
religion was more important 
and started wearing a hijab.

Her attire eventually prompt-
ed questions and started con-
versations, “which was really, 
really amazing,” she said.

“We’d talk about common 
stereotypes and like Muslim 
countries and culture versus re-
ligion, almost anything; it was 
wide-range,” she said.

She says she still gets stares 
sometimes when she’s out in 
public and sometimes feels 
afraid if someone gives her a 
weird look.

ENTERTAINMENT

Martin’s Soul Food 
cooks up family tradition
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It took Timothy Martin just 
eight years to go from gas-sta-
tion chef to soul-food restaurant 
mogul.

Growing up in Norfolk, Va., 
Martin and his 10 siblings ea-
gerly anticipated the dinners 
their father, Ernest, prepared. 
“He’d work eight hours a day, 
come home and by 4:35 p.m., 
he was cooking,” Martin said, 
recalling platters of savory 
meatloaf, crispy fish and juicy 
pork chops.

As a teenager, Timothy court-
ed his girlfriend, Ernestine, 
now his wife of 26 years, sit-
ting in the kitchen as she fried 
chicken for her family. Later, 
as a husband and father of two 
sons, Martin became the cook. 

He earned high praise from 
his colleagues at Dominion 
Chrysler Plymouth – where he 
was named top salesman for 12 
of his 17 years on staff – when 
he shared with them leftovers 
of his family meals.

“I used recipes from my fa-
ther, who makes the best fried 
chicken you ever tasted,” he 
said. “My macaroni and cheese 
came from my mother. There 
are only two days a year when 
she cooks – on Thanksgiving 
and Christmas – and she only 
makes one thing: macaroni and 
cheese.”

Martin entered the restau-
rant game in 2008 in Virginia 
Beach when he and his brother, 
Delano, opened Martin’s Kitch-
en. When they parted ways 
two years later over “different 
visions,” Martin reached an 
agreement with a BP gas sta-
tion/convenience store to lease 
their small kitchen for $1,600 
per month.

“People would come in to 
pay for their gas and smell that 
chicken frying and those pork 
chops and come right on over,” 
Martin said, laughing. “I sold 
a main dish and two sides for 
$6.95 or $7.95. That’s about the 
same price as now.”

These days, the entrepreneur-

chef draws crowds to three 
Martin’s Soul Food restaurants 
in the Hampton Roads area: 
his flagship, on Northamp-
ton Blvd., Virginia Beach; his 
headquarters restaurant on Vir-
ginia Beach Blvd. in Norfolk; 
and a store on Bainbridge Blvd. 
in Chesapeake. A franchise eat-
ery bearing his name is located 
in Gloucester. He is opening a 
new restaurant in Norfolk next 
month and another next sum-
mer. 

Martin’s three restaurants 
serve an average of 550 meals 
per day on weekdays and 850 
on weekends. He employs 18 
people. His business grew ex-
ponentially several years ago 
after his first restaurant was 
featured in The Virginian-Pilot 
newspaper. “Business just ex-
ploded,” he said. 

His partner in the three res-
taurants he owns is Cynthia 
Terry, a former customer and 
supermarket training specialist 
who manages the Northampton 
restaurant.

Terry began patronizing Mar-
tin’s Kitchen because of the 
chitterlings. “They’re so good 
you don’t even want to use hot 
sauce!” And the customer ser-

vice.
The Martin brothers would 

talk and joke with her son, 
Courtney, now 15, then pain-
fully shy. “They would really 
draw him out,” Terry said. “It 
was so nice that they would 
take time like that with a cus-
tomer.”

Martin endured two bumps 
in the road on his rise. One was 
the zoning-related closure of a 
Portsmouth nightclub, where 
he ran an eatery in the 1980s. 
The second was the stroke he 
suffered in October 2014 while 
putting away groceries in one 
of his restaurants. 

“Two days later, I was back 
testifying about it,” Martin 
said. He works six days a week.

Martin credits his work ethic 
to Ernest Martin, now 83, who 
operated a forklift for 48 years 
and never missed a day; and his 
business savvy to his mother, 
Orla, 79, once a retail-sales star. 

His father also served as 
founding pastor at the non-
denominational Full Gospel 
Church of Deliverance in Nor-
folk for 50 years. When he re-
tired in 2013, Martin became 
the pastor.

Al Smith, the former own-

er of the Chrysler dealership 
where Martin worked, recently 
reunited with his former sales-
man while visiting Hampton 
Roads from Arizona, where he 
now lives. Smith said he was 
“delighted” to see the success 
that Martin has achieved.

“I’m not surprised that he 
opened a restaurant,” said 
Smith, remembering Martin’s 
cooking.

Martin said he feels blessed 
that his business is thriving.

“A reporter called and said 
July 6 is National Fried Chicken 
Day and they wanted to feature 
us,” he said. “I’m honored.”

Martin said he next wants 
to advocate for black business 
and share his knowledge with 
aspiring entrepreneurs. And he 
wants to spread the message 
that African Americans should 
support black businesses.

“If every black person would 
support one black business 
each week, we could really im-
pact the economies of our com-
munities,” he said. “We could 
employ more people, and that 
would help our children and 
families. Our communities and 
this whole nation would be dif-
ferent.”

By Avis Thomas-Lester
Urban News Service

By Lisa Rathke
Associated Press

Muslim girls making 
change spread 
messages through poetry

In this July 7 photo Kirin Waqar (from left), Lena Ginawi and Hawa 
Adam, members of Muslim Girls Making Change, pose for a photo 
in South Burlington, Vt. They are among four teens who will par-
ticipate in an international youth poetry competition this week in 
Washington. AP PHOTO/LISA RATHKE

The grand opening of a Martin’s Soul Food restaurant was recently 
held in Virginia

Timothy Martin doing what he does best 
— cooking delicious food for customers.
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July 13 - 19, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE
STEAK

PER  LB.

$999

WHOLE  

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$175

SAVE  ON

FRESH  FRYER
DRUMMETTES

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$250

FRESH

BONELESS
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$200

FRESH  FRYER

BONELESS
BREAST

PER  LB.

$300

GWALTNEY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.  PKG.

2/$5
GREAT  SAVINGS  ON!

MC KENZIE'S
CHUB  CORN

16 - 20  OZ.

79¢

SAVE  ON

COCA  COLA
PRODUCTS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$12

MARTHA  WHITE

MEAL  OR
FLOURS

5  LB.  BAG

2/$5

REGULAR  OR  UNSALTED  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BUTTER 
1  LB. ..................................................... 

$325

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BISCUITS
BUTTER  FLAVOR/TEXAS  
STYLE  BUTTERMILK  1O  CT. ................ 

$100

CRYSTAL  FARMS 

CHEESE
CHUNK / SHREDDED  8  OZ.  PKG. .......... 

2/$4
DAISY  

SOUR  CREAM
8  OZ.  CUP ...................................

$100

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

ORANGE  JUICE
GALLON  PLASTIC  JUG ...................... 

$399

FRESH  FROZEN

SELECT 
VEGETABLES
10 - 16  OZ.  ................................. 

$100

SELECT  FROZEN

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
FRUIT
12 - 16  OZ.  ................................. 

2/$5
SELECT  FROZEN

MARY  B'S
BISCUITS
24 - 35  OZ.  ................................. 

2/$5

piggly wiggly

RED  OR  WHITE

SEEDLESS  GRAPES
PER  LB.

$200

WASHINGTON  GROWN  RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
PER  LB.

$100
SWEET  GOLDEN

PINEAPPLES
EACH

$250

MARKET  FRESH

BROCCOLI
BUNCH

$150

LARGE  RED  RIPE

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

75¢

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$350

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  STEAK

PER  LB.

$375

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$125


