
One would think that after 
working in an organization 
for more than 23 years and 
after serving in nearly every 
capacity within that organiza-
tion, that when the time came 
for promotion to the top spot, 
he or she would be consid-
ered for the job. Such was  
not the case with Charlotte 
Moman.

Moman, a Tougaloo Col-
lege graduate, served as man-
ager for the Margaret Walker 
Alexander Library, then pro-
moted to regional manager 
where she oversaw the opera-
tion of six branches within the 
system, and for the last nine 
and a half years has served in 
the number two spot of assis-
tant director for Public Ser-
vice for the Jackson-Hinds 
Library System, where she’s 
in charge of all 15 branches 
within the system.

In the position 
of assistant direc-
tor, Moman often 
acts as director 
when the director 
is away. “I have al-
ways filled in when 
I was needed, it is 
a concept of team-
work that I’ve em-
braced all of my 
life,” Morman said 
via telephone. “We 
are a family within 
this organization 
and we look out for 
each other.”

That family chain was bro-
ken with the late June 2013 
hiring of current Executive 
Director Patty Furr. Furr was 
hired in a special called board 
meeting to replace Carolyn 
McCallum who retired after 
37 years on the job.

During a closed session 
meeting, Harriett Kuyken-
dall, president of the board 

of directors for the Jackson-
Hinds Library System, of-
fered Furr as a candidate for 
the top job in Jackson. A mo-
tion was made, accepted and 
passed to name Furr as the 
person who would lead the 
system.

WA S H I N G -
TON, D.C. 
(NNPA) - If the 
Wilmington Jour-
nal ever holds a 
contest to deter-
mine who began 

work there at the youngest age, 
Mary Alice Jervay Thatch would 
win hands down - literally.

“My daddy used to say that I 
started at 3 or 4 months old, when 
I started crawling around on the 
floor,” Thatch recounted with a 
hearty laugh. “I was hired as the 
janitor to clean the floor - with my 
diaper.”

Thatch is now editor-publisher-
owner of the newspaper, the same 
positions her father, Thomas C. Jer-
vay Sr., held when she was scoot-
ing around the office. She shared 
not only the love for journalism 
with her father but a strong sense 
of devotion to the community that 
Wilmington Journal serves.

The Journal is across the street 
from where Alex Manley edited 
another black newspaper, the Daily 
Record, in the late 1890s. Wilm-
ington was a hotbed of white su-
premacy. Right-wing whites rioted 
in 1898 and forced elected officials 
from office in the only recorded 
government coup d’état in U.S. 
history. 

A headline in the New York Her-
ald Nov. 11, 1898 read: “Whites 
Kill Negroes and Seize City of 
Wilmington.” The deck just below 
the headline was, “Nine Black Men 
are Shot Down. Slaughter Follows 
Wrecking of the Record Newspa-
per Office Owned by Negro.”

“Mr. Manley’s paper was right 
across the street from where the 
Journal is housed now,” Thatch 
stated. “Both were bombed be-
cause of positions the papers took, 
which really shows the power of 
the Black Press.” 

Thomas C. Jervay Sr., an out-
spoken supporter of the falsely 

convicted Wilmington Ten, never 
forgot about the path Manley had 
paved, especially after his own 
newspaper was bombed in 1973. 
The bomber wrote a letter to Jer-
vay, which he turned over to pros-
ecutors.

Recalling her conversations with 
her father, Thatch said, “He would 
say, nobody is going to do to me 
what they did to Manley. I am go-
ing to be vocal, I am going to rep-
resent my people, I am going to say 
what I want to say, but nobody is 
going to run me out of town. This 
man is going to be prosecuted for 
what he did.”

And he was. In 1974, Lawrence 
R. Little, who identified himself as 
propaganda minister of the militant 
Rights of White People organiza-
tion, was found guilty of planting 
dynamite that exploded at the Jour-
nal’s office. After four days of testi-
mony, an all-white jury found him 
guilty and a white judge sentenced 
him to life imprisonment.

Jervay served as chairman of the 
National Newspaper Publishers 
Association (NNPA) in the 1950s, 
and despite hate mail from white 
supremacists over the years, he 
never tempered his demand for jus-

For a 14-year-old boy who 
loves horses, his first time 
attending a rodeo Saturday, 
July 6, 2013, was quite an ex-
perience. Creshon Silas was 
awed by the processional of 
cowboys and cowgirls rid-
ing horses into the Missis-
sippi Coliseum to start the 8 
p.m. performance of the 11th 
Annual Jackson Mississippi 
Black Rodeo.

The procession was ush-
ered in by Hinds County 
Sheriff Tyrone Lewis and a 
Color Guard. Also in atten-
dance were the Mayor’s ap-
pointee for Chief of Police 
Lindsey Horton and Mayor 
Chokwe Lumumba.

The ‘at times’ packed-to-
the-brim coliseum and the 
hundreds of riders who filled 
the arena to open the show 
was a sight worth beholding. 
Thankfully, my young friend 
Creshon was there to point 
out the difference between 
quarter horses and saddle 
horses. 

When I noticed one good 
looking horse and said “that’s 
a pretty brown and white 
horse,” Creshon politely said, 
“That’s a painted.”

Creshon’s family owns 
horses, and he saved his 
money from doing odd jobs 
in his Presidential Hills 
neighborhood to buy his own 
horse this summer. He rides 
and races at a track near his 
neighborhood but had never 
seen a rodeo.

The Annual Mississippi 
Black Rodeo comes to Jack-
son once a year with a full 
array of cowboy activities. 
There were bull riding, steer 
wrestling and barrel racing. 
Men tackled the bulls, ladies 
tried to rope calves, and chil-
dren roped little calves and 
sheep.

The sold-out event was en-
joyed by the crowd of spec-

tators, especially at the bull 
riding - which lasted only a 
few seconds - and calf/steer 
wrestling. The women didn’t 
manage to rope any calves, 
but that didn’t matter to my 
young friend. When the la-
dies’ hats flew off and their 
hair blew in the breeze, who 
cared whether they roped 
anything? He enjoyed the 
view. “I’ve got to bring my 
horse next year,” said Cre-
shon. 

Cowboys and cowgirls 
came from all over the south-
east region and beyond - from 
as far away as Beaumont, 
Texas; Oklahoma; Louisi-
ana; and as close as Natchez, 
Miss. There were several 
award-winning cowboys and 
cowgirls in the competitions.

My young friend got a 
chance to talk “horse” with 
some cowboys before the 
show. Bernard Collins, a steer 
wrestler from Beaumont, let 
Creshon mount his quarter 
horse, telling him it was gen-
tle and would not buck. Col-
lins has been doing rodeos for 

four years.
Nick Kent 

a team roper 
from Grand 
Cane, La., 
also let Cre-
shon check 
out his quarter horse. Kent 
was with a group of riders 
with good cowboy names 
like Cody, B.J., and Jay from 
Lake Charles, Monroe and 
Eros, La. Cody admitted he 
sticks to roping because he is 
afraid of the big bulls.

Creshon also had a chance 
to get up close and personal 
with the bulls, behind the 
railings, of course. “Those 
bulls are big!” he said.

Vendors were selling 
food and novelties but some 
people were out just for the 
tailgating. A woman cook-
ing crawfish at her station 
I thought was for sell. But 
she said no, it was a family 
thing. Although I offered her 
a couple of bucks for a taste, 
she let me have a few at no 
charge. It was delicious! 

Halftime entertainment 

was provided by Cupid. One 
young lady was on a mission 
to get his autograph after the 
show, and she was success-
ful. Creshon took their photo 
together. 

Winners were announced 
in various events, but I don’t 
think anyone other than the 
cowboys and cowgirls cared 
who won. It was all about 
entertainment and fun. The 
words most used by attendees 
were “fun” and “enjoyed.”

Crystal Thomas also at-
tended the rodeo for the first 
time. “It was fun, family-ori-
ented,” she said. “It was fun 
to see the little kids roping the 
calves” in the junior calf rop-
ing event. She came with her 
husband, Aquino Thomas.

Mary Alice Thatch, NNPA Pub-
lisher of the Year PhoTo bY FrAN 
FArrer, The CouNTY News
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. 
Senator Thad Cochran (R-Miss.), 
Wednesday, July 10, recommended 
the nomination of Debra Brown of 
Jackson, who has been nominated to 
be a U.S. District Court Judge for the 
Northern District of Mississippi.

Cochran made his recommenda-
tion while introducing Brown at her 
nomination hearing before the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee. President 
Barack Obama nominated her for the 
post on May 16, 2013.

Cochran added, “Senator Wicker 
(of Mississippi) and I returned our 
Senate Judiciary Committee ‘Blue 
Slips’ recommending approval of her 
nomination and her confirmation by 
the Senate.

“Debra Brown is very well quali-
fied by ability, education and experi-
ence to serve as a United States dis-
trict court judge.” 

If approved by the committee and 
confirmed by the Senate, Brown, 
a Yazoo City native, would fill the 
vacancy created with the passing of 
Judge Allen Pepper. She would also 
become the first African American 
female federal district judge in Mis-
sissippi, and one of two female dis-
trict court judges in the state.

Brown graduated from the Mis-
sissippi State University School of 
Architecture in 1987, where she has 
served as a member of the school’s 
advisory council.

She worked as an architect in  
Washington, D.C., where she par-
ticipated in the renovation and res-
toration of municipal and historical 
buildings and in the construction of 
commercial and residential proper-
ties.

She received her law degree from 
the University of Mississippi School 
of Law in 1997, where she served as 

associate editor and articles editor of 
the Mississippi Law Journal. After 
graduating from law school, Brown 
became the only lawyer in Missis-
sippi with degrees in both architec-
ture and law.

In 1997, she joined the Phelps 
Dunbar law firm in Jackson, where 
she became a partner and remained 
until January 2012, when she joined 
as a shareholder the Wise Carter 
Child & Caraway law firm, also in 
Jackson.

The American Bar 
Association’s Standing 
Committee on the Federal 
Judiciary unanimously 
concluded that she is 
“qualified” to serve as a 
federal district court judge.

She is a member of the 
American Bar Associa-
tion, the National Bar As-
sociation and the Federal 

Bar Association, as well as a member 
of the Mississippi Bar Association, 
the Magnolia Bar Association and 
the Mississippi Women Lawyers As-
sociation where she has served also 
as president. She is also a Fellow of 
the Mississippi Bar Foundation.

She was the 2004 recipient of the 
Jackson Young Lawyers Outstanding 
Service Award and was recognized 
in 2008 by the Mississippi Business 
Journal as one of Mississippi’s Lead-
ing Business Women.

The Hinds County Dem-
ocratic Executive Com-
mittee voted unanimously 
to exercise its authority to 
conduct special primary 
elections as provided by 
Mississippi Code section 
23-15-841.

The candidate qualify-
ing deadline is 5 p.m., 
Thursday, July 25. Demo-
cratic candidates for Hinds 
County Supervisor in Dis-
tricts 2 and 4 shall qualify 
by filing a qualifying form 
and $15 fee with the Hinds 
County Circuit Clerk’s of-
fice before the deadline. 
No petition is required for 

candidates for the Demo-
cratic nomination.

The primary election 
will be held Tuesday, Sept. 
24. The runoff, if neces-
sary, will be held Tuesday, 
Oct. 8.

Hinds County Demo-
cratic Executive Commit-
tee Chairperson Jacque-
line Amos-Norris, in a 
released statement, said, 
“In the modern two-party 
system, voters expect to 
know which party the can-
didates support. Far too 
often candidates hide be-
hind the ‘independent’ la-
bel, or run under false col-
ors, in order to play both 

sides.
“In Hinds County, Dem-

ocrats demand our right 
under the law to elect our 
nominees in a primary and 
to support our nominees in 
the general election. The 
party will both support our 
nominees and hold them 
accountable once elected. 
That’s the way an effective 
two-party system works.”

For more information, 
contact Amos-Norris at 
601-969-2913 ext. 221. 
Or write to The Hinds 
County Democratic Ex-
ecutive Committee, P. O. 
Box 22484, Jackson, MS 
39225

Sen. Cochran says Jackson lawyer Debra Brown 
qualified as District Court Judge nominee 

Hinds County Democratic Executive 
Committee to conduct primary elections for 
vacancies in Supervisor Districts 2 and 4

Debra Brown visits with Senators Thad Cochran and Roger Wicker, 
and Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy, prior to her confir-
mation hearing.
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tice and equality. And neither has his 
daughter, Mary Alice.

At an event in 2011, commemo-
rating the 40th anniversary of the 
Wilmington Ten’s false convictions, 
Louis Hines, a local International 
Longshoreman Association official, 
issued a challenge. According to 
Mary Alice Thatch, who was in the 
audience, “He said, ‘there are two 
things we have got to do in Wilming-
ton. And those two things are to seek 
compensation for these 10 folks, and 
we’ve got to always make sure that 
the doors of the Wilmington Journal 
are open.’”

The next day, in a meeting in her 
office, Thatch told several members 
of the Wilmington Ten: “I don’t know 
how we’re going to do it, but we’re 
going to do it. I’m going to take this 
to somebody much bigger than me. I 
cannot do this by myself in Wilming-
ton, but I promise you that I will get 
somebody that can help us.”

And she did. “The next day or the 
day after, I was talking to Dorothy 
[Leavell],” Thatch recalled. “I was 
serving on the NNPA Foundation 
Board at the time. I was secretary 
and she was chairperson of the foun-
dation. I was talking about what had 
been said, and she said, ‘That’s an 
NNPA project.’ I said, ‘If you say so.’ 
She talked to Danny [Bakewell, then 

president of the NNPA] and the rest 
is history.”

But not yet. The Wilmington Ten 
Pardons of Innocence Project was 
officially launched in Washington, 
D.C., at the 2011 Black Press Week 
luncheon at the National Press Club. 
When Ben Chavis, the leader of the 
Wilmington Ten, was asked to de-
scribe his lowest point in prison, af-
ter some hesitation, he said, “I was 
warned not to go into the shower. I 
couldn’t take a bath for eight months.”

With North Carolina-based Cash 
Michaels serving as the lead writer 
on dozens of stories that were sent 
out to NNPA newspapers through its 
news service - riveting disclosures 
revealed that the prosecutor’s hand-
written notes showed that he selected 
“Uncle Tom types and KKK sym-
pathizers” for the jury - a national 
movement grew to include a national 
petition drive by MoveOn.org and the 
NAACP national office.

The two-year campaign resulted 
in outgoing North Carolina Gov. 
Beverly Perdue issuing pardons of 
innocence on Dec. 31, 2012, to the 
Wilmington Ten. Although a federal 
appeals court had overturned their 
convictions in 1980 because the pros-
ecutor had, among other things, failed 
to turn over evidence that was favor-
able to the defense, the Wilmington 

Ten were released from jail, but they 
were not fully exonerated; not until 
the governor pardoned them this past 
December.

“The box of papers was the real 
key to getting the pardons,” Thatch 
said. “What was contained in [pros-
ecutor James] ‘Jay’ Stroud’s papers 
was what convinced Gov. Perdue 
that this was truly, as she put it, ‘na-
ked racism.’ When the announcement 
was made, I hollered all over the 
house,” she said. “This was the big-
gest accomplishment that we have 
ever made in North Carolina.” 

Thatch added that it was a combi-
nation of Wilmington Ten leader Ben 
Chavis’ optimism, the commitment 
of two original attorneys - James E. 
Ferguson II and Irving, who never 
abandoned the case - the diligence 
of Cash Michaels and Rev. William 
Barber, president of the North Caro-
lina chapter of the NAACP, NNPA 
publishers who carried the stories, 
and others that made the pardons a 
reality.

In large part, because of the Wilm-
ington Ten campaign that she led, 
Thatch was elected NNPA 2012 Pub-
lisher of the Year. “I was surprised,” 
she said, “It required a great deal of 
hard work and tenacity, and I feel 
very honored and appreciative to 
NNPA for the recognition.”

nnpA
Continued from page 1
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Ronald and Diane Clark of 
Lexington brought their young 
grandchildren, Marcus and 
Khalil of Flint, Mich., and Sky 
of Holmes County. “We really 
enjoyed it,” said Ronald Clark, 
who was attending for the sec-
ond time.

Ernest Frazier of Jackson said 
this was his fourth rodeo. “I just 
love being here.”

As for Creshon, it’s some-
times hard to tell with teen boys 

whether they are having fun be-
cause they have to be “manly,” 
you know. But after the show, 
he unabashedly said, “I had so 
much fun tonight. I can’t wait 
to show the video to my mom 
and dad. I’m bringing my horse 
next year, and I’ll be in the ro-
deo.”

I think he will. He’s a deter-
mined young man. But then 
Creshon added, “I won’t try to 
ride a bull.”

Rodeo
Continued from page 1

There is not an idle mo-
ment at the Mississippi 
Roadmap to Health Eq-
uity, Inc., located at 2548 
Livingston Rd., next to 
the Jackson Medical Mall. 
Saturday, June 8 was the 
Grand re-opening of the 
MS Roadmap Farmers’ 
Market. Friday, June 21, 
the Farmers’ Market was 
selling fresh local produce at the VA 
Hospital.

The most recent event Tuesday, 
July 9, was Seniors Day. Seven 
senior citizen centers participated - 
Johnnie Champion, Smith Robert-
son, Tougaloo, Northside, Golden 
King, Sykes and T.L. Love.

The centers brought their seniors 
to the special day set aside for them 
at the Mississippi Roadmap to be 
entertained and to shop exclusively 
for fresh vegetables, fruits, honey 
and more. The seniors were able to 
shop at their leisure and pace.

Beneta Burt, executive director, 
welcomed them and announced that 
the summer participating youth of 
first graders, kindergarteners and 
preschoolers would perform as well 
as the choir from the Johnnie Cham-
pion Senior Center.

The young participants have been 
taught about health and wellness 
and how to eat well and exercise 
for optimum health - including the 
importance of getting enough sleep. 
The focus at Roadmap for these 
children is to be sure they are at 
reading level at third grade, so they 
are not held back a class.

They come everyday and eat 
breakfast, lunch and a snack at no 
cost to their parents. Every Friday 
the children go on a field trip to 
places like the Planetarium and 
Children’s Museum, which they 
may not otherwise be able to go 
to.

This is the third year the se-
niors have come to the MS 
Roadmap Farmers’ Market and 
they make the visit once a year.  
As a gesture of appreciation for 
the seniors, Burt also announced 
that the fitness center within the 
Roadmap facility is open to the 
seniors who came out at no cost. 
Simone Myles, fitness director, 
was also introduced by Burt.

Others are welcomed to shop 
in the Farmers’ Market Tues-
days and Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
and Saturdays 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 
and to attend the fitness center at 
a one time fee of $5, age 18 and 
older, Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. – 5 p.m. There is a physi-
cal trainer and exercise classes 
available with no monthly fees.

As highlighted on its website, 
“the mission of the Mississippi 
Roadmap is to achieve health 
equity in Mississippi by advo-
cating for changes within the 
community institutions that in-
fluence people’s everyday lives. 

“The goal is to improve sys-
tems within schools, hospitals 
and food providers, so that they 
support and never inhibit the 

community’s efforts to be healthy. 
“The Roadmap project uses an 

innovative, multi-pronged approach 
toward eradicating or minimizing 
the structural or social barriers rel-
evant to disparities in health among 
vulnerable populations in Jackson.”

Since it began in 2003, the Road-
map has achieved many successes, 
including the active support of 
school officials and food-service 
workers, who as a result of its influ-
ence on improving their health, have 
moved closer to changing school 
food policy toward healthier, fresh 
ingredients for students’ lunch. 

Its Farmers’ Market was estab-
lished to provide affordable, fresh 
fruits and vegetables to increase the 
purchase and consumption of local-
ly grown fruits and vegetables. 

The Roadmap is also a promoter 
of the White House’s Let’s Move! 
initiative, to keep kids in Jackson 
Public Schools active.

Among the other staff members 
present were Angele Shaw, Road-
map Market manager, and Willie 
Nash, manager of FoodCorps/Eco-
nomic Development Initiatives.

For more information, call 601-
987-6783, email jacksonroadmap@
comcast.net or visit the website 
www.mississippiroadmap.org

Seniors Day at the Mississippi 
Roadmap to Health Equity, Inc.

Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 
complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Cowboy Leonard Collins (right) of Beaumont, Texas, lets rodeo first timer 
Creshon Silas of Jackson mount his quarter horse at the Jackson Black 
Rodeo Saturday, July 6, at the Mississippi Coliseum. PHOTO BY STEPHANIE 
R. JONES

Burt (left) with staff members

Produce from the MS Roadmap Farmers’ Market.

Summer program children sing for the senior citizens

Seniors shop at their leisure and pace.

Seniors from seven centers came to their once-a-year special day. PHOTOS BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA



At the Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry Museum are members of Farm Families for Mississippi joined 
by (fourth from left) Vic Sexton, Office of Economic Development with the City of Jackson; Randy Knight, 
president of the Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation; Cindy Hyde-Smith, Commissioner of Agriculture and 
Commerce; and Lise Foy, director of the Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry Museum. 
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STATE

I uphold the Constitution of the 
United States every day, includ-
ing the Second Amendment. I am 
a gun owner, avid huntsman and 
outdoorsman who has never found 
it useful to fire an assault rifle with 
a 30-round clip.

In recent months, the national 
debate over gun laws has been 
rekindled. In fact, just this month, 
my home state of Mississippi 
added fuel to the fire. Beginning 
July 1, 2013, residents will have 
the right to openly carry firearms 
without the need of a gun permit.

Mississippians can carry an 
open firearm to churches, schools, 
athletic events, and even shopping 
malls. State legislators in Missis-
sippi have carelessly elected to 
adopt a law that jeopardizes public 
safety to an unacceptable degree.  
This law is not only bad public 
policy, but it simply does not make 
good sense.

Not all weapons are created 
equal and this law, regardless of 
its intentions, will create horrid 
outcomes. Mississippi has more 
homicides per capita caused by 
firearms than any other state ex-
cept one.

In 2011, The Daily Beast listed 
Mississippi as the “deadliest gun 
state” in America. From 2001 to 
2013, almost 5,000 lives were 
senselessly destroyed by gun vio-
lence in Mississippi, about 42 per-
cent more than all U.S. Combat 
deaths in the Iraq war. 

Since 2011, Mississippi has 
been given an “F” rating by The 
Law Center to Prevent Gun Vio-
lence for the strength of its gun 

laws, ranking it 48th 
out of 50 states.

Accompanying the 
implementation of 
laws like open carry is 
the reasonable expec-
tation that tragedy will 
increase as a result.  
Gun violence, howev-
er, is not just a Missis-
sippi problem.

Seven months ago, 
we saw the failure of 
gun control culminate 
in the deadly tragedy at 
Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Con-
necticut. In cities and 
towns around the coun-
try, senseless killings 
by people who took 
advantage of weak gun 
laws are devastating 
communities.  

There is no way to justify a ci-
vilian with a semi-automatic as-
sault rifle; we must do more to 
protect our children and families 
by enacting strong laws that keep 
guns out of the wrong hands and 
reduce violence.

Another element that seems to 
be lost on Republicans in the Mis-
sissippi Legislature is the impor-
tance of training. Allowing citizens 
and criminals access to guns with 
little to no training only endangers 
our communities and makes gun 
violence almost imminent in our 
state. Legislation should be enact-
ed to protect our constituents, not 
make them more vulnerable.  

More than 90 percent of Amer-
icans support universal back-

ground checks, including more 
than 80 percent of gun owners 
and more than 70 percent of NRA 
members.

It is impossible to know ex-
actly how many deaths would be 
prevented by stronger gun control 
measures, but it is worth a try. I 
believe increased protection from 
guns will save lives. In a state 
where one can purchase a gun fast-
er than they can register to vote, we 
must reevaluate our priorities.  

I urge the Mississippi State 
Legislature to focus more on pro-
tecting the citizens of Mississippi, 
rather than ensuring their increased 
exposure to deadly weapons. I sup-
port effective gun control and will 
continue to advocate in favor of 
protecting the citizens of Missis-
sippi.

Even if Mississippi’s open-car-
ry gun law takes effect, people still 
won’t be allowed to take firearms 
into the Capitol or many other 
state or local government build-
ings.

State agencies have the power 
to set rules for the properties they 
oversee. Mississippi government’s 
biggest landlord, the Department 
of Finance and Administration 
(DFA), is among the agencies that 
have filed updated policies to limit 
firearms on public property.

State Attorney General Jim 
Hood said two U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions have specified 
guns can be banned on education 
property and in government build-
ings. “The terminology they use 
is ‘sensitive places,’” Hood said 
in an interview Tuesday, July 9, 
2013.

House Bill 2, passed by law-
makers and signed by Gov. Phil 
Bryant earlier this year, attempts 
to clarify the definition of con-
cealed weapons. It was supposed 
to become law July 1 but has been 
put on hold, at least temporarily.

Hinds County Circuit Judge 
Winston Kidd said he’ll decide 
by Friday, July 12, whether to ex-
tend his order halting the law. The 
Hinds County district attorney and 
some constables sued to block the 
measure they call “unconstitution-
ally vague.” Supporters say the 
law simply reinforces the right to 
bear arms that’s guaranteed in the 
Mississippi Constitution.

In a nonbinding legal opinion 
June 13, Hood said even after the 
open-carry law takes effect, guns 

can still be banned in public build-
ings such as county courthouses 
and on private property, includ-
ing restaurants and shops. He also 
noted state law already bans guns 
on school and college campuses.

Hood said Tuesday, July 9, he 
advised state agencies to give pub-
lic notice about their gun policies, 
in case there’s a legal dispute in 
the future. New or proposed gun 
rules for some agencies are avail-
able on the secretary of state’s 
website, www.sos.ms.gov.

Weapons have long been for-
bidden in the century-old Capitol, 
except for those carried by law en-
forcement officers. Signs posted 
on the main entrances make that 
clear.

DFA is banning openly carried 
firearms in other state offices it 
oversees, including the Gartin 
Justice Building, the Sillers and 
Woolfolk buildings, the secretary 
of state’s office and the state ar-
chives building, all in downtown 
Jackson. 

DFA also bans openly carried 
firearms in the Department of 
Marine Resources headquarters 
in Biloxi and in the State Service 
Center in Hattiesburg.

DFA “has determined that all of 
these properties contain sensitive 
areas, and that it would be in the 
government’s interest to protect 
these buildings by declaring a 
ban on the open carry of weapons 
on these properties,” the agency 
wrote in its June 28 filing.

The Department of Public 
Safety said in its June 19 filing 
only law-enforcement officers can 
carry firearms in driver’s license 
offices, Highway Patrol stations or 

other buildings owned or operated 
by DPS.

“These buildings are deemed 
sensitive places in which a regu-
lation prohibiting the carrying of 
firearms serves the governmental 
interest of preserving security for 
the Department of Public Safety’s 
operations and personnel,” the 
agency wrote.

The Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Parks bans the open 
carry of firearms in state parks, 
but allows people to carry con-
cealed weapons if they have a 
state-issued permit. The agency 
wrote in its May 28 administrative 
filing that “a firearm is not con-
sidered to be lawfully ‘concealed’ 
if it is within any motor vehicle,” 
and that any person who lacks a 
concealed-carry permit must keep 
a firearm secured, preferably in a 
locked case, while in the park.

The agency also noted “dy-
namite, firecrackers, rockets or 
torpedoes” are forbidden in state 
parks without written permission 
of the agency’s executive director.

Republican Rep. Sam Mims of 
McComb, one of several spon-
sors of House Bill 2, conceded 
Tuesday its ironic weapons are 
banned in the Capitol, where the 
open-carry bill was passed. It was 
filed in response to a 2012 opin-
ion issued by Hood’s office, which 
said a concealed weapon must be 
completely covered. 

The bill said the definition of 
concealed weapon does not in-
clude a pistol carried in a holster 
if it is wholly or partially visible. 
“We always have to be mindful 
that we have the right to carry,” 
Mims said. 

The Heritage Center of the 
Mississippi Agriculture and 
Forestry Museum, along with 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
and Commerce Cindy Hyde-
Smith and members of Farm 
Families of Mississippi, is 
showcasing a new agriculture 
exhibit. 

The recently opened exhibit 
showcases the importance of 
Mississippi agriculture and fea-
tures information about Mis-
sissippi’s farmers, farmland, 
forestry, crops, livestock, poul-
try and catfish. It also features 
interactive activities, including 
two iPads with information and 
educational videos about Mis-
sissippi agriculture. There is a 
kiosk that features “My Ameri-
can Farm,” an interactive game 
that teaches agriculture in 
America.  

Hyde-Smith stated, “We are 
very appreciative to the Farm 
Families of Mississippi for al-

lowing the Mississippi Agri-
culture and Forestry Museum 
the opportunity to display this 
exhibit. With this addition, we 
can give visitors a better under-
standing of how agriculture has 
progressed. 

“While much of the Museum 
focuses on the history of agri-
culture and the role it plays in 
our economy, this exhibit por-
trays the significance of mod-
ern-day Mississippi agriculture 
and how agriculture is just as 
important today as it was in the 
past.”

Farm Families of Mississip-
pi, a non-profit consisting of a 
group of organizations, compa-
nies and individuals, was cre-
ated for the specific purpose of 
promoting Mississippi agricul-
ture to the general public 

Daryl Burney, Chairman of 
the Farm Families of Missis-
sippi Committee, said, “We are 
so proud to unveil our display 
at the Ag Museum promoting 

the farmers of Mississippi and 
all they do for us each and ev-
ery day.  

“Educating our young people 
about the benefits that agricul-
ture provides is a very impor-
tant task. We are very grateful 
to the Mississippi Department 
of Agriculture and to Com-
missioner Cindy Hyde-Smith 
for letting us put this display 
here at the premiere focal point 
of agricultural history in the 
state.”  

The Mississippi Agricultural 
and Forestry Museum also fea-
tures the National Agricultural 
Aviation Museum with both 
indoor and outdoor exhibits. 
The Museum is located at 1150 
Lakeland Drive, in Jackson, 
and is open Monday through 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, call 
(601) 432-4500 or visit www.
msagmusuem.org, or visit the 
Mississippi Agriculture and 
Forestry Museum on Facebook.

Mississippi Agriculture 
and Forestry Museum 
showcases new exhibit  

Not all weapons created equal and 
“right to openly carry firearms” 
will have horrid outcomes

Mississippi “Open Carry” law still on 
hold, some properties/facilities posting 
public notice: NO WEAPONS ALLOWED

The Mississippi Link Newswire

By Congressman Bennie Thompson
Special to The Mississippi Link

Thompson

By Emily Wagster Pettus
The Associated Press 
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Member:

The only problem with this 
vote is that some board mem-
bers were unaware what they 
were voting for and some 
didn’t realize changes had 
been made to the process.

“I honestly thought we 
were voting for an interim 
director as we allowed our 
search committee to vet can-
didates and make a full pre-
sentation to the board,” said 
Maggie Benson White, who 
represents Ward 5 on the 
board of directors.

“I was taken aback when I 
learned not only had we vot-
ed for a new full time direc-
tor but that the date to submit 
applications to be considered 
had also changed.”

Benson-White acknowl-
edged that she was fully 
aware of an August 1 dead-
line to submit applications 

but that she was blindsided to 
learn the date had either been 
changed or overlooked.

“When I casted my vote, I 
was under the impression that 
this was temporary,” she said. 
“I knew that our assistant di-
rector had planned to submit 
her credentials for consider-
ation.”

Moman also was under the 
impression that she still had 
time to get her paperwork 
into the pool for consider-
ation. 

“I received an email June 
5, announcing officially that 
this position was open and in 
that correspondence, it stated 
clearly that the deadline to 
submit was Aug.1,” Moman 
said. “It was widely known 
and suspected that I would 
apply.”

Moman shared that she 

offered herself to the board 
chair to serve as interim di-
rector until such time as the 
board could officially ap-
point a new director. “I was 
told that I could not serve as 
interim director if my inten-
tions were to seek the job 
permanently,” Moman said.

“My response to that was, 

then by all means I will not 
serve as interim director be-
cause I want to apply for the 
job.”

After that conversation all 
seemed normal until board 
members were called into a 
special meeting in June and 
the actions of the board re-
sulted in the hiring of Furr.

Furr is the former execu-
tive director of the Han-
cock County Library System 
where in February 2013 she 
abruptly resigned her post 
without notification.

According to the Sea Coast 
Echo in Bay St. Louis, Furr 
served as executive director 
in Hancock County for four 
years.

The news of Furr’s resigna-
tion caught many local lead-
ers off guard according to the 
report. 

Hancock County Board 
of Supervisors President 
Lisa Cowand said she was 
“surprised” to hear Furr had 
stepped down.

Moman believes that she 
is a victim of discrimination. 
“Knowledge is power and no 
one can take that away from 
you,” she said. “This was 

a deliberate opportunity to 
weaken our community.”

This controversial decision 
by the Jackson Hinds Library 
System has gotten the at-
tention of the Hinds County 
Board of Supervisors and 
they are investigating.

Board President Robert 
Graham said, “I’ve written a 
letter to Mayor Chokwe Lu-
mumba to determine his posi-
tion as the county and the city 
provide a 50/50 split of the 
Library’s budget.” 

Graham added, “I have 
supported Charlotte for a 
very long time and it appears 
that she was denied an oppor-
tunity to even apply and on 
the surface this isn’t right and 
we plan to do a full investiga-
tion.”

Our efforts to reach Kuyk-
endall were unsuccessful.

Protesters outside the Eudora Welty Library
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OpiniOn

Does any-
one remember 
what life was 
like before cell 
phones? Al-
most makes you 
wonder how 

in the world we were able 
to drive to unfamiliar places 
without our trusty GpS app, 
play those addictive games, 
take so many glamorous 
“selfies” to upload on your 
favorite social networks and 
much more.

Seriously, how many of us 
nearly would hyperventilate 
from separation anxiety be-
cause we’ve left our phones 
at home? Or worse, in a car 
or a cab (this just recently 
happened to me)? Our cell 
phones have become glued to 
our hips. Today, they are more 
of a necessity than a luxury. 
And the numbers definitely 
agree with this statement.

The latest nielsen insights 
tell us that 61 percent (more 
than three in five) of U.S. mo-
bile phone consumers owned 
- not just any phone - a smart-
phone over the most recent 
period measured, March - 
May 2013. This is a 10 per-
cent increase over the same 
time last year.

Even though 53 percent of 
those U.S. smartphone con-
sumers use Android devic-
es, compared to 40 percent 
who own iphones, Apple re-
mains the smartphone oper-
ating system manufacturing 
champ, because it is the sole 
manufacturer of the device.

Compare that to the many 
different companies offering 
Android OS models and shar-
ing in that 53 percent slice of 
the smartphone market pie - 
introducing new competitors 
every other day, it seems.

Blackberry (3 percent), 
Windows (2 percent) and oth-
ers (2 percent) round out the 

remainder of the market.
Are you wondering who 

owns what? Smartphone 
ownership in the black com-
munity jumped to 69 percent 
from 54 percent between 
2013 and 2012.

Across all demographics, 
most smartphone owners in 
the U.S. are women, with 
three out of five using the 
devices. And as you might 
imagine, ownership is high-
est among young folks; spe-
cifically the 25-34-year-old 
Millennials with 78 percent 
market penetration.

Right behind them, three 
out of four mobile consum-
ers between 18-24 already 
own smartphones. And even 
though those of us over 35 
might be behind, we’re mov-
ing up fast. i’ve successfully 
overcome my technological 
challenges to master several 
generations of iphones.

i am now the owner of an 
iphone 5 and dreaded getting 
a new phone because that 
meant i had to switch over all 
of my chargers. However, the 
change has not been so bad, 
i’ll have to admit.

in fact, even though smart-
phone penetration has been 
lowest among Americans 55-
plus the ownership numbers 
among these savvy consum-
ers have almost doubled over 
the last year and is now at 42 
percent.

Of course, not only are 
smartphone owners capable 
of entertaining ourselves for 
hours on our light-weight 
companions, we can handle 
all manners of business or 
find the answer to nearly any 
question or solution to any 
problem.

We can also use our mobile 
apps to make smart economic 
decisions. nielsen insights 
tell us that smartphone users 
spend 87 percent of their time 
using mobile apps; women 
slightly edge out men, with 

more than 28 hours versus 25 
hours a month, respectively, 
and 13 percent of their time 
using the mobile web. 

How’s this for thinking eco-
nomically? i was intrigued by 
a recent nielsen nRG survey 
on movie trailers which says 
that 15 percent of us check 
out movie trailers and pre-
views on our smartphones, 
before we decide to spend 
money on tickets, up from six 
percent in 2010. 

if you don’t like the pre-
view, you don’t have to spend 
your money at the movie 
theater, which is not as cost-
effective as it used to be some 
years ago. 

Besides talking, smart-
phone owners in the Afri-
can-American community 
take full advantage of all the 
mobile web access and other 
features, more than any other 
demographic groups. For ex-
ample, we love to tweet and 
are 30 percent more likely to 
visit Twitter than, the average 
consumer, from our smart-
phones.  

Sixty-four percent of us 
visited a retail site or app on 
our phones. Sixty-one per-
cent of African-American 
smartphone consumers read 
product reviews. Fifty-seven 
percent researched and com-
pared prices on our phones. 
Half of us visited a shopping 
site or app and 38 percent of 
us did a bargain search for 
mobile coupons.

So the next time you find 
yourself checking your latest 
social media posts on-the-go, 
texting, shopping or playing 
a game, remember that with 
every little “tap,” your con-
sumer power is working.

Cheryl Pearson-McNeil is 
senior vice president of Pub-
lic Affairs and Government 
Relations for Nielsen. For 
more information and stud-
ies, go to www.nielsenwire.
com

This is a response to the ar-
ticle titled “Is he black enough” 
in The Mississippi Link dated 
July 4-10, 2013. Why is it 
that when a person of color is 
elected to a political office, he/
or she is held to a higher stan-
dard than their white counter-
parts?

Yes, President Obama is the 
first black person to be elected 
president in the United States, 
but why does he have to be 
better than the former presi-
dents?

I have been voting for presi-
dents since I was 18, and in 
my opinion Ronald Regan, 
George H.W. Bush and George 
W. Bush were the worse presi-
dents when it came to imple-
menting programs to help the 
poor and minorities.

During George W. Bush’s 
terms in office, the United 
States went to war under false 
pretences. Congress allowed 
this president to do whatever 
he wanted without any conse-
quences. But now President 
Obama is expected to work 
miracles. Why? Is it because 
he’s black?

President Obama is the 

Commander in Chief of this 
country; he cannot pass bills or 
allocate money; that is the job 
of Congress (the Senate and 
House of Representatives). 
But at every turn, they are try-
ing to make President Obama 
look bad.

President Obama did not 
make this economy the way it 
is; he inherited this mess, and 
now he is suppose to wave a 
wand and solve all the prob-
lems that were created 20 
years ago. Why?

Let’s put the blame where it 
belongs: the individuals who 
were elected to the Senate and 
the House of Representatives 
are the ones blocking the pres-
ident for successfully turning 
this economy around. Why? 

Again, is it because he is 
black? And if he is seen as a 
failure, it could make it harder 
for another person of color to 
get elected to this prestigious 
office.

I was born in the 60’s and I 
truly understand that we live in 
two Americas, one black and 
one white, and until this coun-
try really becomes color blind, 
I do not see anything changing 

in the near future.
The media is constantly 

questioning the president’s 
blackness. Why? He is not the 
only person of color to hold a 
high office. 

There is Justice Clarence 
Thomas. The U.S. Supreme 
Court just recently with one 
stroke of the pen set this 
country back 50 years when 
it struck down one of the most 
important Civil Right Acts in 
history - The Voting Rights Act, 
24th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution).

But we are still concerned 
about how a person of color is 
supposed to act when they are 
elected. I am a citizen of this 
country and I am more concerned 
with having the right to vote with-
out being required to show identi-
fication in order to do so. 

Remember poll taxes, any-
one? My father and grandfa-
ther do. The questions that the 
media, citizens of color and or-
ganizations concerned about 
minorities should be asking is: 
where are Congress and the 
U.S. Supreme Court Justices 
when they are really needed?

By Mildred Hawthorne

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg becoming 
the new Thurgood Marshall

if you’re look-
ing for the justice 
on the Supreme 
Court who mir-
rors Thurgood 
Marshall’s tenure 
on the bench, it is 

not Sonia Sotomayor, the “Wise 
Latina.” And it certainly isn’t Clar-
ence Thomas. it is Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, the second woman to 
serve on the nation’s highest court.

This became clear in the Fisher 
v. University of Texas affirmative 
action case. With Elena Kagan re-
cusing herself, the court voted 7-1 
to send the case back to the court 
of appeals for additional review. 
The lone dissenter was Ginsburg.

“The University of Texas at 
Austin (University) … has steered 
clear of a quota system like the one 
struck down in Bakke, which ex-
cluded all non-minority candidates 
from competition for a fixed num-
ber of seats…,” she said. 

“Justice powell’s majority opin-
ion in Bakke ‘rules out a racial 
quota or set-aside, in which race 
is the sole fact of eligibility for 
certain places in a class.’ And like 
so many educational institutions 
across the nation, the University 
has taken care to follow the model 
approved by the Court in Grutter 
v. Bollinger.”

in sending Fisher back to the 
5th Circuit Court of Appeals in 
new Orleans, the 7-1 majority 
emphasized that the lower court 
should apply a standard of strict 
scrutiny, meaning the University 
must prove that it has tried all 
available race-neutral approaches 
before allowing race to be consid-
ered a factor in admissions.

Ginsburg wrote in her dissent, 
“i have said before and reiterate 
here that only an ostrich could re-
gard the supposedly neutral alter-
natives as race unconscious.”

Continuing to address the issue 
of race directly, Ginsburg said, “i 
have several times explained why 
government actors, including state 
universities, need not be blind to 
the lingering effects of ‘an overtly 
discriminatory past,’ the legacy 
of ‘centuries of law-sanctioned 

inequality.’ Among constitution-
ally permissible options, i remain 
convinced, ‘those that candidly 
disclose their consideration of race 
[are] preferable to those that con-
ceal it.’”

in Shelby County v. Holder, the 
Voting Rights Act challenge, Gins-
burg filed a dissenting opinion that 
was joined by Stephen G. Breyer, 
Sotomayor and Kagan. The con-
servative majority struck down 
Section 4 of the Voting Rights Act, 
effectively gutting one of the na-
tion’s most effective tools to curb 
discrimination against Black voters.

“in the Court’s view, the very 
success of Section 5 of the Vot-
ing Rights Act demands its dor-
mancy,” Ginsburg said. “Congress 
was of another mind. Recognizing 
that large progress has been made, 
Congress determined, based on 
a voluminous record, that the 
scourge of discrimination was not 
yet extirpated.”

She explained, “The Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 (VRA) has 
worked to combat voting discrimi-
nation where other remedies had 
been tried and failed. particularly 
effective is the VRA’s require-
ment of federal preclearance for 
all changes to voting laws in the 
regions of the country with the 
most aggravated records of rank 
discrimination against minority 
voting rights.”

Quoting a 1966 decision in 
South Carolina v. Katzenbach, 
Ginsburg said, “A century after the 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amend-
ments guaranteed citizens the right 
to vote free of discrimination on 
the basis of race, the ‘blight of 
racial discrimination in voting’ 
continued to “infec[t] the electoral 
process in parts of our country.”

The Voting Rights Act directly 
addressed that infection, Ginsburg 
stated.

“Although the VRA wrought 
dramatic changes in the realiza-
tion of minority voting rights, the 
Act, to date, surely has not elimi-
nated all vestiges of discrimina-
tion against the exercise of the 
franchise by minority citizens,” 
she said. 

“Jurisdictions covered by the 
preclearance requirement contin-

ued to submit, in large numbers, 
proposed changes to voting laws 
that the Attorney General declined 
to approve, auguring that barriers 
to minority voting would quickly 
resurface were the preclearance 
remedy eliminated.”

Ginsburg noted, “After consid-
ering the full legislative record, 
Congress made the following find-
ings: The VRA has directly caused 
significant progress in eliminating 
first-generation barriers to ballot 
access, leading to a marked in-
crease in minority voter registra-
tion and turnout and the number of 
minority elected officials. 

“But despite this progress, sec-
ond generation barriers construct-
ed to prevent minority voters from 
fully participating in the electoral 
process continued to exist, as well 
as racially polarized voting in the 
covered jurisdictions, which in-
creased the political vulnerability 
of racial and language minorities 
in those jurisdictions.”

Ginsburg noted that Congress, 
not the judiciary, should have the 
final say on voting matters.

“The Constitution uses the 
words ‘right to vote’ in five 
separate places: the Fourteenth, 
Fifteenth, nineteenth, Twenty-
Fourth, and Twenty-Sixth Amend-
ments. Each of these Amendments 
contains the same broad empow-
erment of Congress to enact ‘ap-
propriate legislation’ to enforce the 
protected right. 

“The implication is unmistak-
able: under our constitutional 
structure, Congress holds the lead 
rein in making the right to vote 
equally real for all U. S. citizens. 
These Amendments are in line 
with the special role assigned to 
Congress in protecting the integ-
rity of the democratic process in 
federal elections.”

That’s language that would 
make Thurgood Marshall proud.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion News Service (NNPA.) He 
is a keynote speaker, modera-
tor, and media coach. Curry can 
be reached through his Web site, 
www.georgecurry.com 

Smartphones: the 
new necessity

Response to “Is he 
black enough?”

By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

Courtesy of BlackCommentator.com

By Cheryl Pearson-McNeil
NNPA Columnist
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The Jackson Public School 
Board held a farewell recep-
tion June 28, 2013, in honor 
of Dr. George Schimmel in 

recognition of his service on 
the school board from 2009-
2013.

Board members and Su-
perintendent Dr. Cedrick 

Gray thanked Dr. Schimmel 
for his four years of dedi-
cated service to the Jackson 
Public School District and 
presented him with a plaque.

School Board honors 
Dr. George Schimmel 
for dedicated service

Front Row - Kisiah Nolan, JPS board member; Dr. Cedrick Gray, JPS superintendent; Beneta Burt, JPS board 
member; Back Row - Monica Gilmore Love, JPS board president; Vicki Mumford, JPS board secretary; Dr. George 
Schimmel, JPS board member; Linda Rush, JPS board vice president; Timothy Collins, JPS board secretary
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JPS teachers 
preparing for Common 
Core State Standards

Thirty-five teachers in Jack-
son Public Schools are prepar-
ing for Common Core State 
Standards this summer. They 
are participating in training 
called Rigorous Curriculum 
Design (RCD). Elementary, 
middle, and high school teach-
ers will become RCD experts 
in JPS. They will train school 
RCD teams to build knowl-
edge of school administrators 
and teachers about the Com-
mon Core State Standards.

RCD is a professional de-
velopment product of The 
Leadership and Learning Cen-
ter. It provides a road map for 
educators to follow through-
out the school year. The pro-
gram is a carefully sequenced, 
hands-on model that guides 

the work of curriculum de-
signers and educators. It helps 
educators to create a progres-
sion of lessons that keeps stan-
dards, instruction, and assess-
ment focused and connected.

RCD participants learn:
What rigorous curriculum is 

and how to create, sequence, 
and pace the curriculum;

Why seeing the “big pic-
ture” connections first is es-
sential to curriculum design;

How to lay the foundations 
for designing a rigorous cur-
riculum;

How to design a unit of 
study for specific grades or 
subject areas;

How to use assessments 
and data to guide instruction 
before, during, and after each 
unit;

How leaders can organize, 
implement, and sustain this 
model throughout the school 
and/or school district.

The Leadership and Learn-
ing Center provides world-
class professional develop-
ment services, cutting-edge 
research, and innovative solu-
tions for educators and school 
leaders.

The Center has worked in 
all 50 states and in countries 
all over the world.

The Center’s clients range 
from public school districts 
to state departments and inter-
national education organiza-
tions. 

Center Professional De-
velopment associates are ex-
perienced administrators and 
educators.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Elementary, middle, and high school educators are training to become Rigorous Curriculum Design 
(RCD) experts in Jackson Public Schools. They will help spread RCD training throughout the district in 
preparation for Common Core State Standards.
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Approximately 40 vendors 
participated in the Minority Busi-
ness Expo Tuesday, July 9, on the 
Hattiesburg campus of The Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, 
part of an initiative of the Board 
of Trustees of State Institutions 
of Higher Learning known as 
the Mississippi Public University 
Minority Economic Opportunity 
Initiative.

With assistance from Where-
ToGo411.com, minority-owned 
companies gain opportunities 
through the initiative to interact 
with and promote their goods and 
services to the state’s eight pub-
lic universities, the University 
Medical Center and IHL office. 

The event at Southern Miss was 
hosted by its Department of Pro-
curement and Contract Services.

WhereToGo411.com connects 
vendors to buyers through its 
quote feature. Minority compa-
nies post information about their 
business and the goods and ser-
vices they provide. Universities 
send and receive quotes, propos-
als and subcontracting opportuni-
ties through the online system.

“We’re proud to be a facilita-
tor for this effort and connect the 
dots seamlessly between these 
entrepreneurs and procurement 
opportunities with higher educa-
tion in Mississippi,” said Kathy 
Times, vice president/COO of 
WhereToGo411.com.

Learnard Dickerson, president 

and owner of DACO LLC, par-
ticipated in the event along with 
the company’s general manager 
Jackie Vaughn. Based in New 
Orleans with an office in Colum-
bus, Miss., DACO LLC offers 
promotional products, printing 
and marketing services.

Dickerson has already made 
connections through minority 
vendor fairs at other universities 
in the state, and was looking for-
ward to doing the same at South-
ern Miss.

“This initiative is long over-
due,” he said. “It’s tough some-
times to just knock on doors to let 
people at universities know about 
the services you offer, but with 
this vendor fair we have a direct 
opportunity to develop relation-

ships.”
James Covington, 

president and CEO 
of WhereToGo411.
com, praised the uni-
versity’s preparation 
for the event. “From 
the planning to the 
publicity of the 
expo, Southern Miss 
has really shown 
how it should be 
done when you work 
together to connect 
businesses with the 
procurement process 
at a university,” he 
said.  

To learn more, 
visit www.Where-
ToGo411.com

Staff members from the 
Veterans Center and Fi-
nancial Services were rec-
ognized for their leader-
ship and support services 
for Jackson State Univer-
sity veterans and military 
students. The Mississippi 
National Guard recognized 
and honored JSU with a 
commemorative plaque 
during its 1st Annual Edu-
cation Symposium held 
June 25 2013.

Located on the 1st floor 
of the Jacob L. Reddix 
building, the Veterans Ser-
vices Center at JSU sup-
ports the mission of the 
Division of Student Life 

through the de-
velopment and 
implementation 
of outreach pro-
grams designed 
to provide stu-
dent support 
services focused 
on the special 
needs and re-
quirements of 
today’s military 
veterans, ser-
vice members, 
dependents and 
survivors.

The center was 
established to 
improve and enhance the 
success of student veter-
ans, to help them receive 

the benefits they deserve, 
to serve as a liaison be-
tween the veteran student 

community and the Uni-
versity and to increase 
their academic success.

Jackson State University 
alum, Dr. Debra Mays-Jack-
son, has been named the new 
vice president for the Hinds 
Community College Utica 
Campus, Vicksburg-Warren 
Campus and Administrative 
Services. She will oversee 
both campuses and Hinds 
Agricultural High School and 
will be the administrator in 
charge of the district’s non-
discrimination policies and 
compliance.

“We are very fortunate to 
have someone with her back-
ground and educational expe-
rience,” said Dr. Clyde Muse, 
Hinds Community College 
president. “She is uniquely 
suited to this leadership posi-
tion at the college and to the 
duties associated with Hinds 
Agricultural High School. As 
an alumnus of the Utica Cam-
pus, she fully appreciates the 
mission of the college and the 
Utica Campus’ special histor-

ical significance.”
Mays-Jackson is currently 

serving as executive director 
of academic support for high 
schools in the Jackson Public 
School District and supervis-
es the academic programs of 
seven high schools and two 
specialty schools, including 
the International Baccalaure-
ate, the Academic and Per-
forming Arts, JROTC and 
Career Development Center.

She previously served as 
principal of Forest Hill High 
School, from 2007-2011. 
While at Forest Hill, she led 
the school from “Underper-
forming School “status to 
“Successful” status in one 
school year and helped the 
school to maintain “Success-
ful” status for three consecu-
tive years. In 2011, she was 
recognized as the Adminis-
trator of the Year for Jackson 
Public Schools.

Other previous positions 
include choral director for 

Powell Middle School and 
Canton High School, as-
sistant principal for Hardy 
Middle School, and assistant 
principal for Murrah High 
School.

“I’m honored to return to 
Hinds Community College, 
Utica Campus, in this ca-
pacity,” she said. “It was at 
the Utica Campus where my 
foundation for adult life and a 
career were established. It is 
my desire to effectively lead 
our campuses with passion 
and integrity. We will, in a 
family-oriented atmosphere, 
continue to serve students 
and prepare them for success. 
I am eager to begin the work 
on July 22.”

Mays-Jackson received a 
specialist of education degree 
in educational administration 
and supervision and a mas-
ter’s degree in music from 
Jackson State University.  
She earned her doctorate in 
education from Mississippi 

State University. She is cur-
rently serving as an adjunct 
professor in the JSU Edu-
cational Leadership depart-
ment.

She and her husband G. 
Torrie Jackson Jr. currently 
live in Terry, Miss., and have 
two children; sons Cameron, 
16, and Kendall, 13.

James Patterson is a best selling au-
thor, in fact, he may be the best sell-
ing author. Known for book series like 
Alex Cross, Women’s Murder Club 
and Michael Bennett, in 2011, it was 
estimated that one in four of all hard-
cover suspense/thriller novels sold was 
written by James Patterson. 

He holds the Guinness record for 
the most #1 New York Times bestsell-

ers of any author. He’s been featured 
on magazine covers, in television news 
magazines and has acquired many ac-
colades. Now add to that list: educa-
tional philanthropist.

Patterson has devoted much of his 
time recently to championing books 
and reading, particularly among young 
people. He created the James Patter-
son Pageturner Awards, as well as the 
website ReadKiddoRead.com, that 

encourages young people to read. In 
addition, Patterson provides College 
Book Bucks scholarships, and donates 
hundreds of thousands of books to 
schools in the U.S., as well as to troops 
overseas.

Tougaloo College recently received 
a $48,000 donation from the best-
selling author to establish the James 
Patterson Teacher Education Scholar-
ship Fund. The fund will award schol-

arships to eight Division of Education 
students who are pursuing careers in 
the teaching field. 

The James Patterson Teacher Edu-
cation scholars will form a community 
of learners to promote inquiry, lead-
ership, and advocacy for Mississippi 
children, adolescents, families and 
communities.

“We are excited and honored by 
James Patterson’s generous contri-

bution and support, as we continue 
our legacy of excellence in prepar-
ing competent teachers, who not only 
demonstrate academic excellence, but 
also provide distinctive leadership and 
service to the state of Mississippi,” said 
Dr. Pamela M. Russ, dean of the Divi-
sion of Education.

For additional information, contact 
the Tougaloo College Division of Edu-
cation at 601-977-7744.

LEXINGTON, Miss. - Ac-
cording to a recent Center 
of Disease Control (CDC) 
VitalsignsTM report, every-
day 1,000 teens give birth in 
the United States. CDC Vi-
talsignsTM also reports that 
teen births in the U.S. are up 
to nine times higher than in 
most other developed coun-
tries, and that teen childbear-
ing costs U.S. taxpayers $11 
billion each year. Yet, the re-
port also indicates that fight-
ing the problem is a winnable 
battle. 

The Community Students 
Learning Center of Lexing-
ton, Miss. - a community 
partner in the Governor’s 
Healthy Teens for a Better 
Mississippi initiative, is com-
mitted to being foot soldiers 
in helping to fight that battle. 
On Friday, July 12, at 6 p.m., 
the CSLC Summer Youth 
Program, through the center’s 
Developing Resilience by 
Education in Abstinence in 
Mississippi (DREAM) pro-
gram, will present a dramatic 
production titled, “It Can 
Wait!” A stage play, written 
and directed by CSLC staff 
member, Kendra Smith, the 
drama sheds light on some 
of the serious woes of teen 
pregnancy. It will be held in 
the Lexington Elementary 
School gymnasium, located 

at 209 Pine Street. 
“We are pleased to help 

raise awareness about the 
concerns of teen pregnan-
cy through this play,” said 
CSLC Executive Director 
Beulah Greer. “We want our 
young people to learn to de-
velop resilience and not give 
in to peer pressure. That’s 
what our DREAM program is 
about. We want their dreams 
of a brighter future to come 
true, and not be halted by be-
coming teen parents.” 

Greer also commented 
that she was humbled by last 
year’s letter from the Gover-
nor’s Office inviting CSLC 
to be a community partner 
in his statewide initiative 
to promote healthy teens in 
Mississippi. 

“CSLC is inviting the com-
munity and anyone interested 
to come out and witness this 
play which will hopefully be 
a wakeup call for our teens 
when it comes to their bodies 
and making the right deci-
sions,” Greer said. 

CSLC is a non-profit 501 
(c) (3) organization and a rec-
ognized charity by the Better 
Business Bureau. 

For more information, call 
(662) 834-0905 or email the 
Community Students Learn-
ing Center at communi-
tyle93550@bellsouth.net or 
beulahgreer@bellsouth.net

Vendors meet with USM reps 
at Minority Business Expo

Representatives from the College of Business at Southern Miss meet with an attendee 
during the Minority Business Expo held July 9 on the Hattiesburg campus. (University 
Communications photo by Van Arnold)
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Many survivors of Satur-
day’s, July 7, plane crash in 
San Francisco have a sur-
prising pattern of spine inju-
ries that a doctor said shows 
how violently they were 
shaken despite wearing seat 
belts.

So far, two people are 
unable to move their legs - 
doctors don’t yet know if the 
damage is permanent - and 
several others have needed 
surgery to stabilize their 
spines so they can move, 
said Dr. Geoffrey Manley, 
neurosurgery chief at San 
Francisco General Hospital 
who is overseeing their care.

Among the worst injuries 
are crushed vertebrae that 
compress the spinal cord, 
and ligaments so stretched 
and torn that they can’t 
hold neck and back joints in 
place, Manley said in an in-
terview July 8.

That 305 of the 307 pas-
sengers and crew of the 
Asiana jet survived the crash 
is remarkable, and a testi-
mony to improvements in 
airline safety in recent years. 
More than 180 people went 
to hospitals with injuries, 
but only a small number 
were critically injured.

Still, Manley said even 
among those who suffered 
mild spine trauma, he is 
struck by a pattern that 
shows how their upper bod-
ies were flung forward and 

then backward over the lap 
belts that kept them in their 
seats and undoubtedly saved 
their lives.

The injuries are somewhat 
reminiscent of the days be-
fore shoulder belts in cars, 
although much more severe, 
said Dr. David Okonkwo of 
the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center, who isn’t 
involved with the survivors’ 
care.

Does that mean shoulder 
belts in airplanes would pre-
vent such injuries? Okonkwo 
said that’s simplistic consid-
ering how much more speed 
and force are involved in a 
plane crash. Shoulder belts 
might just transfer that force 
to the neck, he cautioned.

“If you put in the shoul-
der belt, it might just move 
the injuries up further. Your 
head weighs a tremendous 

amount,” agreed San Fran-
cisco’s Manley. He hopes to 
study the issue, comparing 
survivors’ injuries to where 
they sat.

The airline industry says 
adding three-point seatbelts 
to airplanes would require 
major changes to seat design 
that would mean higher air-
fares and less comfort.

Some business class seats 
have added a type of shoul-
der restraint, but those seats 
are more like beds and often 
don’t face forward.

Meanwhile, Okonkwo 
said assuming the “crash 
position” - leaning forward 
with the head as far down 
as possible and arms over 
it - can limit the spine jolt-
ing back and forth and of-
fer some protection. It’s not 
clear if any survivors of the 
crash had time to do so.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack June 28 announced that USDA 
is accepting applications for grants 
to provide access to education, train-
ing and healthcare resources in rural 
areas. Funding is authorized through 
the Department’s Distance Learning 
and Telemedicine (DLT) Grant Pro-
gram. The United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) remains fo-
cused on carrying out its mission, 
despite a time of significant budget 
uncertainty. Today’s announcement 
is one part of the Department’s ef-
forts to strengthen the rural econo-
my.

“With access to the latest technol-
ogy, America’s rural citizens can 
compete in today’s global econo-
my,” Vilsack said. “These Distance 
Learning and Telemedicine grants 
will modernize equipment and im-
prove healthcare services and edu-
cational opportunities for residents 
in remote areas. They will help gen-
erate jobs in small towns and revital-
ize rural economies.”

Under this notice, USDA may 
provide up to $17.5 million in 
grants. Funds can be used to buy 
equipment and provide techni-
cal assistance. To be eligible, ap-
plicants must serve a rural area, 
demonstrate economic need and 
provide at least 15 percent in 
matching funds. Awards range up 
to $500,000. In 2012, USDA Ru-
ral Development provided 58 DLT 
grants for projects in 36 states. 
Since the program began, 1,400 
projects have been funded.

For example, in 2011, USDA 
Rural Development awarded the 
Kennett School District in extreme 
southeast Missouri funds for a 
results-oriented distance learning 
project. Using the connectivity 
that interactive video affords, their 

distance learning initiative offers 
community college programs dur-
ing after school hours. Also, in 2010, 
the St. Alexius Medical Center in 
Bismarck, N. D., received a grant 
to expand access to state-of-the-art 
EKG (electrocardiogram) and ECG 
(echocardiogram) services. More 
than 24,000 rural residents in 25 
communities have benefited by not 
having to drive great distances for 
their heart care services. The medi-
cal center used the USDA grant to 
purchase medical equipment and 
software that immediately trans-
mits patients’ test results and other 
information to cardiac specialists in 
Bismarck.

Completed applications must be 
received by August 12, 2013. For 
further details about eligibility rules 
and application procedures, see the 
notice published on page 38915 of 
the June 28, 2013 Federal Register: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-
2013-06-28/html/2013-15597.htm.

President Obama’s plan for rural 
America has brought about historic 
investment and resulted in stronger 
rural communities. Under the Presi-
dent’s leadership, these investments 
in housing, community facilities, 
businesses and infrastructure have 
empowered rural America to contin-
ue leading the way - strengthening 
America’s economy, small towns 
and rural communities. USDA’s in-
vestments in rural communities sup-
port the rural way of life that stands 
as the backbone of our American 
values. President Obama and Agri-
culture Secretary Vilsack are com-
mitted to a smarter use of Federal 
resources to foster sustainable eco-
nomic prosperity and ensure the 
government is a strong partner for 
businesses, entrepreneurs and work-
ing families in rural communities.

USDA, through its Rural Devel-

opment mission area, has a portfolio 
of programs designed to improve the 
economic stability of rural commu-
nities, businesses, residents, farmers 
and ranchers and improve the qual-
ity of life in rural America.

USDA has made a concerted effort 
to deliver results for the American 
people, even as USDA implements 
sequestration - the across-the-board 
budget reductions mandated under 
terms of the Budget Control Act. 
USDA has already undertaken his-
toric efforts since 2009 to save more 
than $828 million in taxpayer funds 
through targeted, common-sense 
budget reductions. These reductions 
have put USDA in a better position 
to carry out its mission, while imple-
menting sequester budget reductions 
in a fair manner that causes as little 
disruption as possible.

CHICAGO - A 2-year-old girl 
who was implanted with a wind-
pipe grown from her own stem 
cells has died, three months after 
she became the youngest person 
to receive the experimental treat-
ment.

Hannah Warren died Satur-
day, July 6, at Children’s Hospi-
tal of Illinois in Peoria, hospital 
spokeswoman Shelli Dankoff 
said. Dr. Rick Pearl, one of three 
surgeons involved in the opera-
tion, told The Associated Press 
that Hannah died of lung compli-
cations following a second sur-
gery, but that the new windpipe 
“worked very well” until the end.

Her family asked for privacy, 
but expressed their sorrow in a 
fundraising blog updated July 
7: “She is a pioneer in stem-cell 
technology and her impact will 
reach all corners of our beauti-
ful Earth. Her new trachea was 
performing well, but her lungs 
went from fairly good, to weak, 
to poor.”

Hannah’s treatment was part 
of an ongoing scientific effort to 
develop lab-grown tissues and 
organs. Similar methods have 
been used to grow bladders, ure-
thras and last year a girl in Swe-
den got a lab-made vein using 
her own stem cells and a cadaver 
vein.

In Hannah’s case, the stem 
cells came from her bone mar-
row. They were seeded in a lab 
onto a plastic scaffold, where it 
took a few days for them to mul-
tiply and create a new windpipe, 
which was implanted April 9.

Hannah was born in South 

Korea and trav-
eled to Illinois 
for the surgery. A 
pediatric surgeon 
in Peoria had met 
Hannah’s family 
while on a business 
trip to South Korea 
and helped con-
nect them with Dr. 
Paolo Macchiarini, 
an Italian surgeon 
based in Sweden 
who pioneered the 
technique.

Hannah’s par-
ents, Darryl War-
ren and Lee Young-
mi, had read about 
Macchiarini’s suc-
cess using stem-
cell based tracheas, 
but they couldn’t 
afford to pay for 
the operation at his 
center in Stock-
holm. Dr. Mark Holterman, the 
Illinois doctor, helped the fam-
ily arrange to have the procedure 
at his hospital with Macchiarini 
leading the surgical team. Chil-
dren’s Hospital waived the cost.

The hospital is part of OSF 
Saint Francis Medical Center, 
a Roman Catholic system that 
considers the operation part of its 
mission to provide charity care 
and a way to champion a type 
of stem-cell therapy that doesn’t 
involve human embryos, the sur-
geons said in April. The Catholic 
church opposes using stem cells 
derived from human embryos in 
research or treatment.

Hannah had lived in a Seoul 
hospital all her short life before 
flying to the U.S. and her lungs 

weren’t strong, said Pearl, who 
is surgeon-in-chief at Children’s 
Hospital. She required a second 
surgery June 11 for a leak in her 
esophagus. Lung complications 
followed.

The girl’s family and her care-
givers believe the knowledge 
gained from her surgery will 
benefit other patients.

“We learned the trachea trans-
plant worked. That’s very impor-
tant and nobody should lose sight 
of that,” Pearl said.

Hannah would have been 3 
years old on Aug. 22.

“We will forever miss her 
infectious personality and mi-
raculous strength and spirit,” her 
family wrote on their blog.

AP Medical Writer Lindsey 
Tanner contributed to this report.
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USDA invites applications for grants 
to bring improved educational and 
healthcare services to rural communities
Distance Learning and Telemedicine program has 
funded 1,400 rural health and education projects

FILE - In this April 26, 2013 file photo provided by OSF 
Saint Francis Medical Center in Peoria, Ill., Hannah 
Warren, 2, lies in bed in a post-op room at the Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Illinois in Peoria, after having re-
ceived a new windpipe in a landmark transplant oper-
ation on April 9, 2013. Hannah, who was born in South 
Korea without a windpipe received a new one made 
from her own stem cells, died Saturday, July 6, 2013. 
She was the youngest patient in the world to benefit 
from the experimental treatment. (AP Photo/OSF Saint 
Francis Medical Center, Jim Carlson, File)

This image released by the National Transportation Safety Board, Sun-
day, July 7, 2013, shows the interior of the Boeing 777 Asiana Airlines 
Flight 214 aircraft. The Asiana flight crashed upon landing Saturday, July 
6, at San Francisco International Airport, and two of the 307 passengers 
aboard were killed. (AP Photo/NTSB)

The Mississippi State De-
partment of Health is con-
firming three newly diag-
nosed cases of Haff disease, 
a rare but serious illness 
caused by an unidentified 
toxin in buffalo fish that 
can cause a condition called 
rhabdomyolysis.  Rhabdo-
myolysis is a muscle injury 
syndrome that causes pain, 
stiffness and rarely, kidney 
damage. 

The three Mississippi cas-
es are members of one fam-
ily and are linked to the con-
sumption of cooked buffalo 
fish harvested in Mississippi 
waters.  While these are 
Mississippi’s first recorded 
cases, Haff disease has pre-
viously been associated with 
the consumption of buffalo 
fish in the United States. 

Since 1984, approximate-
ly 30 sporadic cases have 

been reported. Most cases 
occur in the summer months. 
So far, there have been no 
reported deaths linked to the 
disease in Mississippi or the 
U.S.

  Symptoms, which 
typically occur within 12 
hours of consuming the 
fish, include muscle weak-
ness and pain, dry mouth, 
chest pain, nausea, vomit-
ing, confusion and dark 
urine. Intravenous fluids and 
other treatments can help 
resolve symptoms. Severe 
symptoms typically resolve 
quickly, although some pa-
tients complain of fatigue 
for months following acute 
stages of the illness.

  The Mississippi 

State Department of Health 
is advising the public that 
the consumption of buf-
falo fish has been associated 
with a small number of Haff 
disease cases.  Cooking buf-
falo fish does not reduce the 
risk of disease. 

Many Mississippians con-
sume buffalo fish on a rou-
tine basis without illness. 
However, individuals who 
develop the above symp-
toms after the consumption 
of buffalo fish harvested in 
Mississippi or nearby waters 
(either caught or purchased 
at a retail establishment or 
restaurant) should seek im-
mediate medical care.  

For more information, vis-
it www.HealthyMS.com.

MS Department of Health reports 
new cases of rare disease 
contracted by eating buffalo fish

Unusual pattern of spine 
injuries from jet crash
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Did you know that 35,000 new cases of 
oral cancer are expected to be diagnosed 
this year?  Oral cancer and oropharyngeal 
cancer may develop in the cheeks, lips, 
gums, throat (at the rear of the mouth), 
tonsils, and palate.  primary risk factors for 
both types of oral cancer include tobacco 
use; excessive alcohol consumption; 
human papilloma virus (hpV, the sexually 
transmitted disease associated with 
cervical cancer); accumulated sunlight 
exposure; as well as being male and 55 
years or older.  there are also indications 
that gum disease and poor oral hygiene 
associated with insufficiently cleaned 
dentures may play roles.  Fortunately, early 
detection and treatment of oral cancer can 
significantly improve prognoses, which is 
another good argument for regular dental 
checkups.

   Cancer treatment had come a long 
way.  today’s technology is more precise, 
procedures are less debilitating, doctors 
are better equipped, and facilities are 
closer to home.  located right here in 
mcComb, the mississippi CAnCeR 
institute is a premier cancer treatment 
center.  With the very latest equipment, 
ultra-modern facilities and the finest 
cancer treatment specialists anywhere, we 
offer a level of expertise you’ll only find at 
the country’s leading cancer centers and 
a level of caring and compassion you can 
only find at home.  please call 601-249-
5510 to schedule an appointment or visit 
us at 1501 Aston Avenue. early symptoms 
of oral or oropharyngeal cancers include a 
neck mass, sores that bleed easily, color 
changes in soft tissue, unexplained lumps, 
and changes in how the teeth fit together.

RAisinG AWAReness 
OF ORAl CAnCeR Risk

By Carla K. Johnson 
AP Medical Writer

By Lauran Neergaard 
AP Medical Writer
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CAIRO - Egypt was rocked 
Monday, July 8, by the deadliest 
day since its Islamist president was 
toppled by the military, with more 
than 50 of his supporters killed by 
security forces as the country’s top 
Muslim cleric raised the specter of 
civil war.

The military found itself on the 
defensive after the bloodshed, but 
the interim president drove ahead 
with the army’s political plan. He 
issued a swift timetable for the 
process of amending the Islamist-
backed constitution and set parlia-
mentary and presidential elections 
for early 2014.

The killings further entrenched 
the battle lines between supporters 
and opponents of ousted President 
Mohammed Morsi, who was re-
moved by the military July 3 after a 
year in office following mass dem-
onstrations by millions of Egyp-
tians.

Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood 
called for an uprising, accusing 
troops of gunning down protesters, 
while the military blamed armed Is-
lamists for provoking its forces.

The shootings began during a 
protest by about 1,000 Islamists 
outside the Republican Guard head-
quarters where Morsi, Egypt’s first 
freely elected leader, was detained 
last week. Demonstrators and 
members of Morsi’s Muslim Broth-
erhood said troops descended on 
them and opened fire unprovoked 
as they finished dawn prayers.

“I was in the last row praying. 
They were firing from the left and 
right,” said Nashat Mohammed, 
who had come from southern Egypt 
to join the sit-in and was wounded 
in the knee. “We said, ‘Stop, we’re 
your brothers.’ They shot at us from 
every direction.”

After a battle lasting about three 
hours, at least 51 protesters were 
killed and 435 wounded, most 
from live ammunition and birdshot, 
emergency services chief Moham-
med Sultan told to the state news 
agency.

At a nationally televised news 
conference, Army Col. Ahmed Mo-
hammed Ali said police and troops 
came under “heavy gunfire” at 
around 4 a.m. and attackers on roof-
tops opened fire with guns and Mo-
lotov cocktails. A soldier and two 
policemen were killed, and 42 in the 
security forces were wounded, eight 
critically, he said.

While he said troops had a right 
to defend the facility, Ali did not 
directly explain how the protester 
deaths occurred. He expressed con-
dolences but offered no apologies 
for the deaths.

A collection of video of the clash-
es provided by the military to Egyp-
tian TV showed protesters on roof-
tops lobbing projectiles at troops 
below, including firebombs and toi-
let seats. It also showed some armed 
protesters firing at close range at the 
troops, but it did not show what the 
military did. It was also not clear at 
what time in the fighting the videos 
were shot. It included aerial views 
of the clashes.

Several witnesses from outside 
the protest said the gunfire started 
when troops appeared to move on 
the camp.

University student Mirna el-
Helbawi told The Associated Press 
that she watched from her 14th floor 
apartment overlooking the scene, 
after she heard protesters banging 
on metal barricades, a common bat-
tle cry. El-Helbawi, 21, said she saw 
troops and police approaching the 
protesters, who were lined up on the 
street behind a make-shift wall. The 
troops fired tear gas, the protesters 
responded with rocks, she said.

Soon after, she heard the first 
gunshots and saw the troops ini-
tially retreat backward - which she 
said led her to believe the shots 
came from the protester side. She 
saw Morsi supporters firing from 
rooftops, while the troops were also 
shooting.

The Freedom and Justice party, 

the Muslim Brotherhood’s political 
arm, called on Egyptians to rise up 
against the army, which it accused 
of turning Egypt into “a new Syria.”

“This could be a moment of 
extremism for both sides” of the 
equation, Mohammed Mahsoub, a 
member of the Islamist Wasat Party 
told Al-Jazeera TV.

The sole Islamist faction that 
backed Morsi’s removal, the ultra-
conservative Al-Nour Party, sus-
pended its participation in talks on 
forming a new leadership for the 
country. The group is now torn by 
pressure from many in its base, furi-
ous over what they saw as a “mas-
sacre” against Islamists.

Reeling from scenes of bloodied 
protesters in hospitals and clinics, 
many with gaping wounds, some 
of Egypt’s politicians tried to push 
new plans for some sort of recon-
ciliation in the deeply polarized na-
tion.

Sheik Ahmed el-Tayeb, the grand 
imam of Al-Azhar, the most promi-
nent Sunni Muslim institution, de-
manded that a reconciliation panel 
with full powers immediately start 
work and that those detained in re-
cent days be released. Five promi-
nent Brotherhood figures have been 
jailed since Morsi’s fall, and Morsi 
himself is held in detention in an 
unknown location.

El-Tayeb’s announcement he was 
going into seclusion was a symbolic 
but dramatic stance - a figure seen 
as a moral compass by many Egyp-
tians expressing his disgust with all 
sides in the events. Egypt’s Coptic 
popes have at times gone into se-
clusion to protest acts against the 
Christian community, but the sheik 
of Al-Azhar has never done so.

Struggling whether to fully bolt 
from the new leadership, the ul-
traconservative Al-Nour Party de-
nounced what it called incitement 
against fellow Islamists. Speaking 
to Al-Jazeera TV, the party’s chief 
Younes Makhyoun raised the pos-
sibility of calling a referendum on 
Morsi as a compromise measure.

There were multiple calls for an 
independent investigation into the 
bloodshed as a way to establish the 
truth and move forward.

The military-backed interim 
president, Adly Mansour, ordered 
a judicial inquiry into the killings. 
Significantly, the statement from 
his office echoed the military’s ver-
sion of events, saying the killings 
followed an attempt to storm the 
Republican Guard’s headquarters.

The new leadership announced a 
fast-track timetable that would lead 
to elections for a new parliament 
within about seven months.

Under the plan, two panels would 
be appointed to made amendments 
to the constitution passed under 
Morsi. Those changes would be 
put to a referendum within about 
4½ months. Parliamentary elections 
would be held within two months, 
and once the new parliament con-
venes it would have a week to set a 
date for a presidential election.

The swift issuing of the plan re-
flected a drive to push ahead with 
a post-Morsi political plan despite 
Islamist rejection - and is certain to 
further outrage the Brotherhood.

Egypt’s escalating crisis could 
further complicate its relations with 
Washington and other Western al-
lies, which had supported Morsi 
as the country’s first freely elected 

leader and now are reassessing 
policies toward the military-backed 
group that forced him out.

Still, the White House said that 
cutting off the more than $1 billion 
in annual aid to Egypt was not in the 
U.S.’s best interests, though it was 
reviewing whether the military’s 
moves constitute a coup - which 
would force such a measure under 
U.S. law.

But Egypt’s new leadership ap-
peared to be pushing ahead with the 
“road map” the military set up for 
the post-Morsi political system. Ne-
gotiations have been ongoing over 
appointing a prime minister, who 
will hold the main powers in gov-
erning the country. Talks have been 
stalled by Al-Nour Party vetos of 
candidates from liberal and secular 
factions - but if the party drops out, 
those factions may push through a 
candidate.

At the same time, the military 
was pushing hard to isolate Is-
lamists from public support, depict-
ing their protests as rife with gun-
men and weapons.

Ali said the sit-in outside the 
Guard headquarters had “aban-
doned peacefulness.” Ali also 
pointed to other incidents of Is-
lamist violence, including coordi-
nated, deadly attacks by extremists 
on military installations in the Sinai 
Peninsula.

Prosecutors in Cairo also ordered 
the closure of the Brotherhood par-
ty’s headquarters amid investiga-
tions into a cache of weapons found 
there, according to the official Mid-
dle East News Agency.

During the wave of protests last 
week that led to Morsi’s removal, 
Brotherhood supporters used guns 
in several instances to defend their 
offices when opponents marched on 
them - or outright attacked them.

Pushing ahead with the military 
“road map” is likely to further infu-
riate Islamists who have vowed to 
continue protests until Morsi is re-
stored and now depict the military 
as willing to wipe them out by force 
of arms.

“The only thing the military 
understands is force and they are 
trying to force people into submis-
sion,” said Marwan Mosaad, speak-
ing at a field hospital run by Morsi’s 
supporters. “It is a struggle of wills 
and no one can predict anything.”

Abu Ubaida Mahmoud of Al-
Azhar University said he had been 
praying when the sit-in’s security 
teams began banging on metal bar-
ricades in warning. He then saw 
troops coming out of the Guard 
complex.

“The number of troops that came 
from inside was stunning,” said 
Mahmoud, who was wounded in 
the hand.

It was “as if they were firing at 
an enemy,” said another protester, 
Ahmed Youssef.

By the afternoon, the sit-in site 
was cleared along with blockades 
that had been set up on roads. The 
site of the early morning clashes, a 
strip of road about a kilometer long 
(about half a mile), was covered 
with rocks, shattered glass, shoes, 
clothes, prayer rugs and personal 
photographs.

A big Morsi banner remained 
hoisted in front of the Republican 
Guards’ building. On the ground 
below it, graffiti read: “Where are 
our votes?”

NATIONAL

By Sarah El Deeb 
and Maggie Michael
The Associated Press

Clashes by Egypt army, 
protesters kill at least 54
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Egyptian army stand guard around the Republican Guard building in Nasr City 
in Cairo, Egypt, Monday, July 8, 2013. Egyptian soldiers and police opened fire 
on supporters of the ousted President Mohammed Morsi early Monday in vio-
lence that left dozens of people killed, including one officer, outside the military 
building in Cairo where demonstrators had been holding a sit-in, government 
officials and witnesses said. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)

LAC-MEGANTIC, Quebec - 
Traumatized survivors of an oil 
train derailment that wiped out 
the heart of a small town braced 
for more bad news as inspectors 
were finally cleared to enter the 
charred site’s epicenter and look 
for remains late July 8, more 
than two days after the disaster 
that killed at least 13 people. A 
total of 50 were missing and the 
death toll was sure to rise.

Quebec provincial police 
Sgt. Benoit Richard said eight 
more bodies had been found in 
the wreckage after firefighters 
doused the flames and cooled 
down some of the oil tankers 
that were in danger of explod-
ing. Five bodies were found 
over the weekend, and police 
would not say where the newly 
discovered ones were, for fear of 
upsetting families.

All but one of the train’s 73 
tanker cars were carrying oil 
when they came loose early July 
6, sped downhill nearly seven 
miles (11 kilometers) into the 
town of Lac-Megantic, near the 
Maine border, and derailed. At 
least five of the cars exploded.

Maude Verrault, a waitress 
at downtown’s Musi-Cafe, was 
outside smoking when she spot-
ted the blazing train barreling 
toward her.

“I’ve never seen a train mov-
ing so fast in my life, and I 
saw flames...Then someone 
screamed ‘the train is going to 
derail!’ and that’s when I ran,” 
Verrault said. She said she felt 
the heat scorch her back as she 
ran from the explosion, but was 
too terrified to look back.

The rail tankers involved in 
the derailment are known as 
DOT-111 and have a history of 
puncturing during accidents, 
the lead Transportation Safety 
Board investigator told The As-
sociated Press in a telephone 
interview.

TSB investigator Donald 
Ross said Canada’s TSB has 
gone on record saying that it 
would like to see improvements 
on these tankers, though he ac-
knowledged it’s too early to say 
whether a different or modified 
tanker would have avoided this 
weekend’s tragedy.

“It’s too early to tell. There’s 
a lot of factors involved,” Ross 
said. “There’s a lot of energy 
here. The train came down on 
a fairly significant grade for 6.8 
miles (10.9 kilometers) before it 
came into the town and did all 

the destruction it did.” He said 
the train was moving at 63 mph 
(101 kph) when it derailed.

The Saturday blasts destroyed 
about 30 buildings, including a 
public library and Musi-Cafe, 
a popular bar that was filled 
with revelers, and forced about 
a third of the town’s 6000 resi-
dents from their homes.

The derailment raised ques-
tions about the safety of Cana-
da’s growing practice of trans-
porting oil by train, and was sure 
to bolster arguments that a pro-
posed oil pipeline running from 
Canada across the U.S. - one 
that Canadian officials badly 
want - would be safer.

Raymond Lafontaine, whose 
son and two daughters-in-law 
were among the missing, said he 
was angry with what appeared 
to be lack of safety regulations.

“We always wait until there’s 
a big accident to change things,” 
he said. “Well, today we’ve had 
a big accident, it’s one of the 
biggest ever in Canada.”

The fires sparked by the ex-
ploding tanks burned for two 
days, impeding investigators 
from reaching some of the “hot 
spots,” including the area near 
the destroyed Musi-Cafe.

Canadian Transport Minister 
Denis Lebel said the train was 
inspected the day before the ac-
cident in Montreal and no defi-
ciencies were found. Lebel de-
fended his government against 
criticisms it had cut back on rail 
safety measures. He said the rail 
remains a safe way to transport 
goods the vast majority of the 
time.

The train’s owners said they 
believed brake failure was to 
blame. “Somehow those brakes 
were released, and that’s what 
is going to be investigated,” Joe 
McGonigle, Montreal, Maine & 
Atlantic Railway’s vice presi-

dent of marketing, told The As-
sociated Press.

Ross also said the locomo-
tive’s black box has been re-
covered, and investigators were 
looking into whether the air 
brakes or the hand break mal-
functioned.

Meanwhile, crews were work-
ing to contain 100,000 liters 
(27,000 gallons) of light crude 
that spilled from the tankers and 
made its way into nearby water-
ways. There were fears it could 
flow into the St. Lawrence River 
all the way to Quebec City.

Local fire chief Denis Lauzon 
said firefighters in a nearby com-
munity were called to a locomo-
tive blaze on the same train a 
few hours before the derailment. 
Lauzon said he could not pro-
vide additional details about that 
fire since it was in another juris-
diction. McGonigle confirmed 
that a fire was reported after the 
first engineer secured the train 
and went to a local hotel.

McGonigle said there was no 
reason to suspect any criminal or 
terror-related activity.

The growing number of 
trains transporting crude oil in 
Canada and the United States 
had raised concerns of a major 
disaster. Harper, who has been 
pushing the Obama administra-
tion to approve the controversial 
Keystone XL oil pipeline from 
Canada to the U.S. Gulf Coast, 
has said railroad transit is more 
“environmentally challenging” 
than pipelines.

The train’s oil was being 
transported from North Dakota’s 
Bakken oil region to a refinery 
in New Brunswick on Canada’s 
East Coast. Because of limited 
pipeline capacity in the Bak-
ken region and in Canada, oil 
producers are increasingly us-
ing railroads to transport oil to 
refineries.

Wreckage is strewn through the downtown core in Lac-Megantic, 
Quebec, Monday, July 8, 2013, after a train derailed, ignited tanker 
cars carring crude oil early Saturday. AP PHOTO/THE CANADIAN PRES, 
RYAN REMOIRZ

Toll in Quebec oil train 
derailment sure to rise

MOSCOW - The net of rumors 
and uncertainties over NSA leaker 
Edward Snowden deepened Tues-
day, July 9, when a prominent 
Russian lawmaker tweeted that 
Snowden had accepted Venezuela’s 
offer of political asylum, then de-
leted the posting a few minutes later.

It was not possible to immedi-
ately reach Alexei Pushkov, the head 
of the Russian parliament’s foreign 
affairs committee who has acted 
as an unofficial point-man for the 
Kremlin on the Snowden affair. But 
soon after the posting on his Twitter 
account disappeared, he sent another 
message saying his claim was based 
on a report from the state all-news 
television channel Vesti.

However, no such information 
could be found on Vesti’s website 
and no Russian news agency re-
ported that Vesti had reported it. The 
TV channel could not immediately 
be reached for comment.

The Kremlin declined comment 
on the developments.

Snowden, who revealed details of 

a U.S. intelligence program to moni-
tor Internet activity, came to Mos-
cow’s Sheremetyevo airport on June 
23 and was believed to be headed 
for Cuba. But he did not board that 
flight and has not been seen publicly 
since. He is widely believed to still 
be in the airport’s transit zone.

Venezuelan Foreign Minister 
Elias Jaua said July 6 his coun-
try hadn’t yet been in contact with 
Snowden, who has been unable to 
travel further because the U.S. an-
nulled his passport.

For Snowden to leave for South 
America, he would need for Vene-
zuela to issue him travel documents 
and he would need to find a way to 
get there. The only direct commer-
cial flight from Moscow stops in 
Havana, Cuba.

The Moscow-Havana flight goes 
over Europe and the U.S., which 
could cause complications. Some 
European countries refused to al-
low Bolivian President Evo Morales 
to fly through their airspace on his 
way home from Moscow last week 
because of suspicions that Snowden 
was on his plane.

The presidents of Bolivia and Ni-
caragua also said over the weekend 
that Snowden was welcome in their 
countries.

Confusion on Snowden 
acceptance of Venezuela offer

This photo provided by The Guard-
ian Newspaper in London shows 
Edward Snowden, who worked as 
a contract employee at the National 
Security Agency, on Sunday, June 
9, 2013, in Hong Kong. NSA leaker 
Edward Snowden claims the spy 
agency gathers all communications 
into and out of the U.S. for analysis, 
despite government claims that it 
only targets foreign traffic. (AP Pho-
to/The Guardian, Glenn Greenwald 
and Laura Poitras)

By Jim Heintz 
Associated Press

By Benjamin Shingler 
and Rob Gillies
The Associated Press



Here it is, 
July and I don’t 
think I ever ac-
knowledged the 
beginning of 
summer and for 
those of us in 

the South, the summer break 
(from school) is almost over. 
Wow, where did the time go? 

As we close out the second 
week of July, I am reflecting 
on the many activities that 
have been available for chil-
dren over the past month and 
a half.

Summer camps and Va-
cation Bible Schools have 
been great resources, and are 
still being held at many area 
churches. Church picnics and 
church trips have been and 
are still being hosted by many 
places of worship across the 
metro area. And Lord, let us 
not forget about family re-
unions.

Seriously, the clock is tick-
ing. Summer break is coming 
to an end in just a few weeks 
and there is still so much 
more to do.

As the children continue to 
stay busy, parents, if you can, 
join your children in the re-
maining events that fill their 
summer vacation season. 
Young, they may be, but ob-
servant they are. Walk with 
them as they travel their sum-
mer Christian journeys and 
adventures and you will see 
that walk continue to be one 
that is traveled all year long.

In less than a month, I will 
probably be sharing the start 
of school adventures that will 
take place with my family 
and those I know. I may even 
reflect memories of our sum-
mer vacations, church trips 
and anything else that will 

be held by then. I invite you, 
our readers, to do the same. 
Please share with others the 
wonderful events that are tak-
ing place in your life. Please 
let your community paper, 
The Mississippi Link, be one 
of the voices for you.

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve as 
your personal messenger to 
share your good news and the 
news of your place of wor-
ship.

As always, we ask that 
you let us help you to com-
municate the good news of 
our Lord. Isaiah 52:7a reads, 
“What a beautiful sight it is 
to see messengers coming 
with good news!”

God is good and so is the 
life that He has blessed us 
with, even though, we don’t 
always recognize it as such.  
But, because we were able to 
live though it means that that 
is just additional news we 
have to share with others.

The King James Version 
of Isaiah 52:7b reads, “Your 
God reigns.” His presence is 
everywhere and so should the 
news of His love for all of 
His children.

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to not only 
share your news but all who 
would like to tell others about 
the Lord’s goodness and 
about their places of worship 
and even those religious in-
stitutions that are visited.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or 
mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Above Average Christianity 

Art Colony a blessing to all

As we continue 
this series, your 
God is an ex-
traordinary God 
and He wants to 
do extraordinary 
things through 

your ordinary life if only you will 
commit yourself to Him totally. 

Earlier in this series Jesus ad-
dressed the issue of prayer in 
Matthew 6:5-15, where He taught 
us how to pray. Notice in Mat-
thew 6:5, Jesus said, “…when 
you pray…” Not, if you pray, but, 
when you pray. Christ commands 
His people to be prayer warriors. 

In Luke 18:1, Jesus gave a par-
able that taught that we should al-
ways pray. Romans 12:12 tells us 
that we need to be consistent and 
constant in prayer. Ephesians 6:18 
says pray always in the Spirit, and 
Colossians 4:2 says continue in 
prayer and praise.

In Matthew chapter 6, Jesus 
spoke of prayer as a command, 
but in Matthew 7:7, Jesus came 
back to the issue of prayer and 
spoke of prayer as a means to get 
what we need. 

Note that Jesus gave us three 
keys to answered prayer (Mat-
thew 7:7).

First - “Ask” (in Greek “aiteo”) 
means to beg, call for, crave, de-
sire, require. If you want some-
thing from God then you must be 
willing to humble yourself and 
ask Him for it. When someone 
begs for something they really de-
sire to have it. Another definition 
for the word, ask in Greek means 
to require and usually something 
that is required is something 
needed. But if there is something 
you do need, but you don’t desire 
it enough and you don’t desire la-
boring before God in prayer then 
God is less likely to answer your 
request. This may explain why 
some people’s prayers don’t get 
answered. They just have no de-
sire to labor before God in prayer. 
This is offensive to God because 
it says that one does not love God 
and have no passion for Him thus 
God is not motivated to answer 
their prayers.

Second, “Seek.” In Matthew 
7:7b, Jesus said, “…seek, and you 
will find…” We are not just to ask 
God for something, but we must 
also expect God to answer. We 

must put forth effort. We should 
not expect the process of prayer 
to be easy and passive but prayer 
involves labor. Some people ask 
God for things, but they make the 
mistake of not looking out for the 
answer. James 1:6, 7 said it best: 
“But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is 
like a wave of the sea that is driv-
en and tossed by the wind. Do not 
let that double-minded man think 
that he shall receive anything 
from the Lord.”

After we pray we must be on 
the lookout for God to answer our 
prayer at any time. In Acts 12:12-
16, the church prayed for Peter 
and the angel of the Lord deliv-
ered Peter from jail, but when he 
came to the house where the be-
lievers were praying a servant girl 
told them Peter was at the door, 
but they didn’t believe it. When 
they opened the door and saw Pe-
ter they were amazed. 

Why were they amazed? 
Weren’t they praying for Peter? 
We must not only pray, but we 
must expect an answer, we must 
expect God to do the impossible 
and not be surprised when He 
does it. 

The Family Bible Notes com-
mentary explained seeking as 
follows: “…continue to ask God 
for the blessings you need.” Luke 
18:1-8 teaches us what Jesus 
shared with His Disciples which 
is “they ought always to pray and 
not lose heart.” 

The obvious point Jesus made 
was to never give up on prayer-
because God is a good judge, and 
He will answer in time. Even if 
what you are hoping for seems 
to die, keep on praying because 
when God is ready He can and 
will raise the dead.

One last observation about 
seeking: When you pray, you are 
seeking God first and foremost 
and not just seeking what God can 
do for you. So, even when God 
blesses you with what you asked 
for it will only serve as a means 
to encourage you to seek God all 
the more.

Psalm 14:2 says, “The Lord 
looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men, to see if there 
were any that did understand, and 
seek God.” God is seeking those 
who seek after Him. If you really 
desire God to answer your prayer 
and if you really want God more 

involved in your life then start 
seeking God more.

Psalm 69:32 says, “…those 
who seek God their hearts shall 
be revived and renewed.” So, we 
can be encouraged even as we 
wait on God, because our hope 
is not in what we are going to get 
from God, but our hope is in God 
whom we have right now in the 
present.    

Third, Matthew 7:7c says, “…
knock and it shall be opened to 
you.” Asking is a simple use of 
voice, seeking is a motion of the 
body, and knocking is an effort to 
open and pass through obstacles. 
All of these together reveal perse-
verance in prayer. “We are never 
to despair, for the victory is prom-
ised to those who persevere.”

One scholar said, “Asking im-
plies a simple request. Seeking in-
dicates an intense/serious search. 
Knocking shows perseverance in 
spite of hindrances. These three 
represent serious prayer. If you 
are not willing to persevere in 
prayer then you are not serious 
about prayer and this may also 
expose your lack of real faith in 
God. If you are not willing to 
persevere in prayer, you have no 
choice but to trust in your flesh, 
your gifts, and your knowledge.

Luke 11:8 is key, “…though 
he will not get up and give him 
anything because he is his friend, 
yet because of his importunity he 
will rise and give him whatever 
he needs.”

The Greek word for impor-
tunity is anaideia, which means 
boldness persistence, pestering, 
demanding, and begging. I like 
how Jesus chose to use the word 
importunity because it sounds 
similar to the word opportunity. 
So, Jesus is saying importunity 
creates opportunity. If you keep 
on knocking, you are going to get 
an opportunity.

Notice how Jesus said knock 
and the door will be open. He 
didn’t say knock and it might 
open, but will be open. The key is 
that you must be willing to keep 
on knocking, because importunity 
creates opportunity. This is why 
Jesus said in Matthew 7:8, “For 
every one who asks receives, and 
he who seeks finds, and to him 
who knocks it will be opened.”

God wants to answer prayers 
and bless His children. Matthew 
7:9-11 reads: “Who among you 

if his son asks him for bread, 
will give him a stone? (9) Or if 
he asks for a fish will give him a 
serpent? (10) If you then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more 
will your Father who is in heaven 
give good things to those who ask 
him!” 

The implication in this verse is 
that God is our heavenly Father so 
we don’t ever have to worry about 
God not hearing our prayers. We 
have a direct line to heaven be-
cause we are children of God and 
Jesus is our Savior. This is de-
scribed in Revelation 8:3, 4 where 
it says, “…an angel came and 
stood at the altar, having a golden 
censer; and there was given unto 
the angel much incense, that he 
should offer it with the prayers of 
all saints before the throne… And 
the smoke of the incense, which 
came with the prayers of the 
saints, ascended up before God 
out of the angel’s hand.”

The point is we can rest assured 
and never worry, because as Chil-
dren of God, our prayers reach 
all the way up to God’s heavenly 
throne. 

Lastly, since earthly, imperfect 
fathers give good gifts to their 
children then surely God our 
heavenly Father will give good 
gifts to His children, if they ask. 

God will not mock His children 
by not answering their prayers, es-
pecially if their prayers are within 
His will, but his children must not 
give up just because they have not 
got an answer yet. God will give 
you an answer if you just keep on 
asking, keep seeking, and keeping 
knocking! 

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Center, 
464 Church Rd., Madison. Resi-
dents of Madison, he and wife, 
Minister Yolanda; are the proud 
parents of three daughters. He 
received degrees from Criswell 
College in Dallas; Southern 
Methodist University - Perkins 
School of Theology; and a Mas-
ters of Divinity from Memphis 
Theological Seminary. A pastor 
for 23 years, Collier serves as 
a volunteer chaplain for vari-
ous law enforcement agencies in 
the metro area and for the Mis-
sissippi Governor’s Mansion. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or 
e-mail karab5@live.com.

“Sixteen years ago God gave 
me a baby to nurture and here 
we are, still growing as we con-
tinue to be obedient to His word 
about that baby,” said Johnnie 
M. Maberry, curator, art educa-
tor and director of Tougaloo Art 
Colony.

Maberry, who acknowledges 
that Sweet 16 celebrations are 
truly special events, said that 
she is very excited about this 
year’s the Art Colony Art Ex-
hibit as it joins the ranks of the 
“Sweet 16” milestone.

“God has truly blessed us to 
grow in so many ways through 
this program and it is because 
of Him that we are able to of-
fer nothing but the best to those 
who join us, as well as those 
who support our endeavors,” 
she said.

The 2013 Art Colony, themed 
“Hot Art” will be held Sunday 
through Friday, July 14-19, on 
the campus of the historic cam-
pus of Tougaloo College, will 
be a week-long indulgence in 
the visual arts for artists, art 
educators, and art students.“We 
are inviting everyone to come 

out to the location ‘where his-
tory meets the future’ on this 
beautiful campus,” said Ma-
berry.

According to Maberry, the 
annual Art Colony will place 
the participants and on-lookers 
into a sense of divine peace. 
Following Sunday afternoon’s 
reception, participants will 
meet with instructors in as-
signed studios. Guest artists 
for this year’s Art Colony are 
Gail Shaw-Clemons of New 
York, N.Y.; Frank Robinson, 
Jr of Memphis, Tenn.; Rachel 
Ballentine of Sardis, Miss.; and 
LuzViMinda Calo of Chicago, 
Ill. Monday through Thursday, 
the morning sessions will be-
gin at 8:30 a.m. Immediately 
after lunch, one of the guest 
artists will serve as a featured 
speaker for a segment entitled 
“Art Talks.” The day will end 
after 7 p.m. On Friday, the pub-
lic viewing of studios will be 
held. Open House will begin at 
9 a.m. noted Maberry.

The daily studio workshops 
and shared evening sessions 
provide a forum for artists to 
gain insights from instructors 
to explain and talk about their 

own work, the work of other 
artists and to share and compare 
techniques and art theories. \

Tougaloo College is a pri-
vate, coeducational, histori-
cally black four-year liberal 
arts, church related, but not 
church controlled institution. 
It sits on 500 acres of land lo-
cated on West County Line 
Road on the northern edge of 
Jackson, Miss. Founded in the 
late 1800s, Tougaloo College 
was later joined by another area 
institution, The Southern Chris-
tian Institute (SCI) in Edwards, 
Miss., with the approval of the 
Mississippi State Legislature. 
Because it was later determined 
that Tougaloo College and SCI 

had similar missions and goals, 
supporting churches merged 
the two institutions in 1954 and 
named the new institution Tou-
galoo Southern Christian Col-
lege.

Combining the resources 
of the two supporting bodies, 
the new institution renewed 
its commitment to educational 
advancement and the improve-
ment of race relations in Mis-
sissippi. The alumni bodies 
united to become the National 
Alumni Association of Touga-
loo Southern Christian College. 

In 1962, by vote of the Board 
of Trustees and with the agree-
ment of the supporting bodies, 
the name was changed again to 

N E w s  f R o M  t h E  w o R d
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By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Daphne M. Higgins
Religion Editor

Sculpture made from the environment is one of the sessions offered 
at the Art Colony

Tougaloo College.
“This institution has been the 

catalyst for so many positives 
changes not only throughout our 
state, but our country and now 
through the Grace of God we are 
offering another factor that can 
help to improve the social and ed-
ucational fabric of the young art-
ists who may not have this oppor-
tunity at any other time. Tougaloo 
always has and will continue to 
make a difference to people of ev-

ery age,” said Maberry.
Applications for the Art Colony 

may be obtained using one of the 
following contact tools:  art@tou-
galoo.edu • mwatson@tougaloo.
edu • www.tougaloo.edu/artcol-
ony or by requesting or sending 
an application to Minnie Watson, 
Tougaloo Art Colony, P.O. Box 
578, Tougaloo, MS  39174. 

For Information: 601-977-
7839 or 601-977-7743 • Fax 601-
977-7714.



“ T h e r e f o r e , 
we ought to give 
the more earnest 
heed to the things 
which we have 
heard, lest at any 
time we should 

let them slip. For if the Word 
spoken by angels was stedfast, 
and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just 
recompense of reward, how 
shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great salvation?

“…which at the first began to 
be spoken by the Lord and was 
confirmed unto us by them that 
heard Him; God also bearing 
them witness, both with signs 
and wonders, and with divers 
miracles and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, according to His own 
will?” (Hebrews 2:1-4)

You cannot escape hell by 
joining the church of your 
choice, by having your name 
written on some church roll, by 
shaking a preacher’s hand, or 
by paying church dues. Salva-

tion is man’s only way to es-
cape hell.

Salvation means more than 
kneeling down beside your bed 
every night and begging God 
to forgive you for the sins that 
you have committed. Salvation 
will take you out of sin. Friend, 
the salvation you have been re-
jecting is real and you are go-
ing to regret rejecting it. 

Punishment is awaiting those 
who despise God’s salvation. 
What are you going to do? 
How are you going to escape? 
Even now, many are feeling 
God’s wrath.

If you continue to neglect 
this great salvation, your end 
will be to burn in hell forever. 
Once death overtakes you, it’s 
final. This is the reason you 
need to be careful not to tram-
ple this great salvation under 
your feet and despise it.

Note this salvation was pro-
vided at a very great cost, with 
the life blood of the Son of God. 
He died on the cross to secure 
it for you. If you rise against it 
and reject it, you have chosen 

to be lost.
When you are presented with 

this salvation, you are present-
ed with the gift of God, which 
is eternal life. The Apostle 
Paul, writing to Titus, said in 
Titus 2:11, “For the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men.”

We are saved not of our-
selves or by our good works, 
but it is the grace of God that 
brings salvation. How, then, 
shall you escape? Some people 
are planning to wait until the 
last minute, just before they 
drop off to the shores of eter-
nity, to cry out to God for mer-
cy. Then, they are hoping to go 
sweeping through the gates of 
Heaven, but it does not always 
work that way.

Salvation is God’s divine 
work of deliverance and He is 
offering it to you today. The 
reason the penalty for rejecting 
it is so great is that the favor is 
so great. The world, the flesh 
and the devil have nothing to 
offer you except damnation 
and destruction.

Won’t you give your heart to 
God now? You must turn your 
life from the ways of sin to 
the way of righteousness. You 
must stop giving yourself over 
to the devil and give yourself to 
God.

Jesus said, “Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock: if any 
man hears My voice, and opens 
the door, I will come in to him 
and will sup with him and he 
with Me.” (Revelation 3:20)

Next week, Part IV
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 

pastor of Crossroads Church of 
God in Farmhaven (Canton), 
Miss., and is married to Velma 
L. Green. He honorably served 
in the U.S. Army for 20 years. 
Presently, Rev. Green is a mem-
ber of the National Association 
of Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
vice-chairman at the Southeast-
ern Association of The Church of 
God, Inc. 

Editor’s Note: Pastor Green’s 
column last week was Part II, 
not Part III. We regret the error.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of July 11

1. Break Every Chain  Tasha Cobbs
2. Clean This House  Isaac Carree
3. Testimony   Anthony Brown & group therAPy
4. God Will Make A Way  Shirley Caesar
5. Take Me To The King  Tamela Mann
6. Every Praise   Hezekiah Walker
7. It’s Not Over   Israel & New Breed Featuring James Fortune & Jason Nelson
8. Here In Our Praise  Fred Hammond-United Tenors
9. Your Best Days Yet  Bishop Paul S. Morton
10. If He Did It Before…Same God Tye Tribbett 

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

The Penalty for Rejecting 
Salvation - Part III

It’s been 
nearly one year 
since the death of  
pastor Rev. Dr. 
Jerome McNeil 
Jr. In that year, 
it’s become even 

more obvious how powerful and 
prophetic his biblical teachings 
were. In honor of his memory,   
in this week’s column I’d like to 
share more of the transformative 
words he spoke in his many ser-
mons over the years. 

Who Are You Walking With?
If God calls you, he will en-

able you and equip you. We have 
to learn to be risk takers and 
strategically yield to the will of 
God.   Don’t let what is happening 
around you distract you from what 
is happening in you. The miracle 
isn’t walking on water but who 
you are walking with.

Friends and Associations
Pleasing everybody but God is 

dangerous. We should watch who 
we hang with and who we listen 
to. Since our associations can be 
a destructive force in our lives, we 
must be mindful of our influences.  
Some people bring out the best 
in us. We should strive to be with  
people who give us accountability. 
We should also be careful that we 
don’t let our circumstances dictate 
our testimony.

Remember what He Told You
In books, after every blank page, 

comes a new chapter. In our lives, 
God will allow circumstances to 
change so that we have a renewed 
hope in his promises. When you 
discover Jesus’ promises are true, 
you have to tell somebody. It’s 
not about your membership in a 
church, it’s about your relationship 
with God.

Just When
We all have been in “just when” 

situations. These are the situations 
where it appears that no options 
are available and you feel almost 
ready to give up. It is during these 
times that God gives us the op-
portunity to experience His power, 
majesty and command over the 
“just when” situation. He wants us 
to know that even when we have 
reached our human limit, He has 
extraordinary plans that can turn 
“just when” into “right now.”

Making the Best of Your Situ-
ation

God puts us in dark situations 
so we can learn how to be desper-
ate enough to talk to him in prayer.   
Prayers only change when we get 
desperate enough. Even when 
things don’t work out as we want, 
God still has a plan.

What’s the Hold Up?
God allows certain situations 

to occur so we can become more 
dependent on him. Even when 
God seems silent, we have to trust 
that he is still working on our be-
half. He’s working on us and not 
just for us. When God delays an-
swering our prayers, he is not only 
helping us develop patience, he 
is also helping us to learn how to 
trust Him.

You Just Didn’t See It
What you see isn’t always what 

you get. If you can use faith to go 
beyond what you can see, God has 
the answer for you. Just because 
you are against the wall doesn’t 
mean the wall can’t move.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She can be reached at love-
hangover@juno.com, at www.she-
wandariley.com or www.anointed-
authorsontour.com 

Words of a spiritual 
warrior: one year later 

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p r E S E r v E d

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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Request for proposals

The Mississippi Department of Human Services (MDHS) will accept sealed proposals until 
Friday, August 9, 2013, 5:00 p.m. Central Standard Time at 660 North Street, Suite 200, 
Jackson, MS. 39202, or by mail at P.O. Box 352, Jackson, MS 39205-0352, for administra-
tion of the Mental Health Intensive Adolescent Opportunity Program (AOP).  Requests for 
Proposals will be available for pick-up in the lobby of 660 North Street, Suite 200, Jackson, 
MS 39202, beginning on Thursday, July 11, 2013 from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. or may be ob-
tained by accessing www.mdhs.state.ms.us or through the mail.  No unsolicited proposals 
will be mailed.  To obtain an RFP through the mail, contact: James Maccarone, Director, 
Division of Youth Services, Mississippi Department of Human Services, P.O. Box 352 (750 
N. State St.) Jackson, MS 39205-0352, or call (601) 359-4972.

MDHS reserves the right to reject or negotiate any and all proposals or cancel this request 
for proposals at its discretion.  

7/11/13, 7/18/13

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

COnsTRuCTiOn anD RElaTED sERViCEs
in COnnECTiOn WiTH THE

Faa BuilDing siTE DRainagE anD BuilDing sTaBiliZaTiOn
aT JaCksOn-mEDgaR WilEy EVERs inTERnaTiOnal aiRpORT

(Jmaa pROJECT nO. 025-12)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at the Jack-
son-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal Building, Suite 
300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 2:00 p.m. on August 9, 
2013 (the “Bid Deadline”), for construction and related services in connection with the 
building site drainage and stabilization work for the Federal Aviation Administration 
Building at JAN (the “Work”).  

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. on August 9, 2013 (the “Bid 
Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at 
JAN.  

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be marked 
with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number and with the wording:  
“FAA Building Site Drainage and Building Stabilization at JAN, JMAA Project No. 025-
12.”  Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by 
JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatsoever.  JMAA 
invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by JMAA in 
accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders.  The Information 
for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, In-
structions to Bidders and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and 
best bidder.  Plans and specifications related to the Work are considered a part of the 
Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN at the fol-
lowing address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3536
Facsimile:   (601) 664-3537

Attention: Woodrow Wilson, Senior Director
of Capital Programming

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work) may be 
obtained upon payment of a $50.00 refundable fee per set at the following address:

Canizaro Cawthon Davis, A Professional Association
129 South President Street
Jackson, Mississippi
Telephone No.: (601) 948-7337
Facsimile No.: (601) 948-7336
Attention: T. Steven Davis, AIA, President

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. on July 25, 2013 in the Staff Confer-
ence Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.  Attendance at the Pre-
Bid Conference is mandatory for all those submitting bids for the Work.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by Ad-
dendum issued before the Bid Deadline and delivered to all bidders by facsimile, mail, 
electronic mail or other reliable means; to reject any and all bids; to waive informalities 
in the bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before 
awarding the Contract.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: July 3, 2013      D i r k 
B. Vanderleest, Chief Executive Officer

7/11/13, 7/18/13

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

RFp 2013-11 – integrated Data Dashboard solutions

Sealed, written formal RFP proposals for the above rfp will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) July 29, 2012, 
at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Confer-
ence concerning the project will be held at Jackson Public Schools Central Office, 662 
S. President Street, Jackson, MS 39201, on July 22, 2013 @ 10:00 a.m. in the Super-
intendent Conference Room.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory 
but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all 
rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for 
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal may be obtained free 
of charge by emailing Daryl Anderson at danderson@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 
960-2782, or documents may be obtained by visiting JPS website at www.jackson.k12.
ms.us, clicking on Departments, selecting Information Technology Services. 

7/11/13, 7/18/13

Crossword Solution

Cryptogram Solution

Sudoku Solution

Drivers CDL A Full-Time
Great Benefits! 1 yr experience & clean 

MVR. Apply Online: www.nuway.com 
Or call 309-834-2017  
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DC-NYC Tour
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DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm



ESTATE AUCTIONS
Columbia Auction Company

2-4 Estate Liquidations Every Month!
For Details Or To Join Our Mailing List:

Go To www.colauc.com
or email: colauc@gmail.com

601-736-2522
Jennings Gilmore, ML#452.

AIRLINES CAREERS begin here -
Become an Aviation Maintenance Tech.
FAA approved training. Financial aid if
qualified - Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.
MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES NEEDED!
Train for a career in Healthcare
Management! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
Advanced College gets you job ready! HS
diploma/GED & PC/Internet needed. 1-
888-512-7117.

DEDICATED DRIVING OPPORTUNITIES
for team and solo drivers. Quality home
time, steady miles, high earnings. Enjoy
Transport America’s great driver experi-
ence! TAdrivers.com or 866-204-0648.

Driver Trainees Needed Now!
Become a driver for Werner
Enterprises. Earn $800 per week! Local
CDL Training. 1-800-350-7364.
Drivers - CDL-A DRIVERS NEEDED!

Solos up to 38¢/mile.
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams.
New Trucks Arriving Daily!

800-942-2104
ext. 7308 or 7307
www.TotalMS.com

DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
DRIVERS: Run FB with WTI. Be home
through the week and weekends. Start up
to 28% plus fuel bonus. New equipment.
BCBS. Experience needed. LP available.
Call 877-693-1305.
EARNING BETTER PAY IS ONE STEP
AWAY! Averitt offers  CDL-A Dedicated
and Regional Drivers Excellent Benefits
and  Hometime. CDL-A required. 888-
362-8608.  Recent Grads with a CDL-A,
1-5 weeks Paid Training. Apply online at
AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer.
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

A u c t i o n s

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of July 7, 2013

Huge Contractors’ Const. Equip. & Truck Auction
THURSDAY, JULY 18TH • 8AM

Highway 19 S • Philadelphia, Mississippi
10% Administrative Fee on the first $2500 of each lot and a
1% Administrative Fee on the remaining balance of each lot.

Deanco Auction
Toll Free: 877.898.5905

Phone: 601.656.9768   Fax: 601.656.0192
1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, MS 39350

Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean MSAL 733, MSGL 835F

Check our website for an daily-updated listing.
www.deancoauction.com

Full Payment Due Day of Sale

PUBLIC AUCTION

Day 1: Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors,
Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Farm Tractors, 1-
ton Trucks, Vehicles, Watercraft, RVs,
Related Attachments, Misc. Items

Day 2: Construction Equip., Forklifts,
Service Trucks, Water Trucks, Fuel/Lube
Trucks, Support Equip., Logging Equip.,
Aircraft, Related Attachments, Misc. Items

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

July7_MCAN
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AMERICA’S TROPHY PROPERTY AUCTIONEERS®

AUCTION

FREE BROCHURE: 1-877-547-5560 or (256) 547-3434
THE NATIONAL AUCTION GROUP, INC.®
P.O. Box 149 • Gadsden, AL 35902 
www.NationalAuctionGroup.com 
The National Auction Group, Inc., Auction Firm License #692-F; Thomas J Bone, Auctioneer #1216

GRAND SOUTHERN ESCAPE
PRIVATE LAKE — 5 BR HOME

PEARL RIVER COUNTY, MS

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1

120± ACRES 
Convenient to New Orleans

• Trophy Bass Lake (15±-Acre Lake Stocked & Managed)
• Magnificent 5 BR / 5 BA Home Built Post Katrina • Fine Finishings 

• Gourmet Kitchen with Stainless Steel Appliances 
• Abundance of Wildlife • Trail System 
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE
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qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE
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Dish Network

2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)
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Dish Network
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(Beginning 6/16/2013)

www.neworleanshotelcollection.com
Audubon Cottages ◆ Bourbon Orleans ◆ Crowne Plaza Airport

Dauphine Orleans ◆ Hotel Le Marais ◆ Hotel Mazarin 
Wyndham Riverfront New Orleans

Pack your bags and visit New Orleans
this summer... We’ll take the stress out of travel!
 Free Valet Parking ◆ Free Continental Breakfast
Free Welcome drink ◆ Discount Shopping Card

good at ANY Macy’s ◆ Free in-room bottled
water & coff ee ◆ Free WiFi

Starting from $129 weeknights
1-855-798-6642
Ask for the SUMMER rate

Reserve online and see our swimming pools at
neworleanshotelcollection.com/SUMMER

Available for some rooms, some dates, not over special events,
reservations required, taxes additional.

Pack your bags and visit New Orleans

SUMMER
  IN THE CITY.
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Starting from $129 weeknights
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Reserve online and see our swimming pools at
neworleanshotelcollection.com/SUMMER

Available for some rooms, some dates, not over special events,
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Pack your bags and visit New Orleans

SUMMER
  IN THE CITY.
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Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



South girls pull away 
from North All-Stars

South boys dominate 
in All-Star game

Two of the South’s players are 
nationally ranked. Victoria Viv-
ians and Christa Reed. Ranked 
52 and 58 respectively, these 
girls powered the South to a 68 
to 57 victory over the North. 

Vivians who garners na-
tional attention because of her 
scoring ability was the  head-
liner. Launching her long range 
bombs, Vivians scored 24 
points. But just as important, 
she grabbed 9 rebounds and 
dished out several assists. She 
clearly wanted to take advan-
tage of the moment. With her 
final four choices for schools in 
attendance, she did nothing to 
change their minds about want-

ing her to put on their uniform 
in a year. Mississippi State, 
Florida, Louisville, and Ken-
tucky are the final choices for 
her.

Christa Reed had 14 points 
and 3 rebounds. Reed is a solid 
player that shows leadership 
skills through her play. She 
hasn’t narrowed her college 
choices down yet.

The North squad was led by 
Blair Schaefer of Starkville, and 
Provine’s Aja Williams. Schae-
fer is the daughter of Missis-
sippi State’s women’s coach Vic 
Schaefer. The North had to fight 
hard in this game. 

The South kept the pressure 
on them by intense defense and 
rebounding.

The North’s downfall was 
their constant three point shoot-
ing. Well the downfall is, the 
shots weren’t going in. At one 
point in the game, the South 
was up by 18 points. Moving 
without the ball, finding open 
teammates, or watching Victo-
ria Vivians score, the South was 
cruising. Finally, the North got 
a break.

Back to back three pointers 
by Schaefer, turnovers con-
verted into layups, and solid 
defense had the North within 5 
points late in the game. 

Reed and Vivians returned 
to the game to help the South 
seal the victory, snapping the 
North’s winning streak against 
them.

It started off good for the 
North boys. Then it went 
South, literally. The South 
outrebounded, outhustled, 
outmuscled, and outshot the 
North. Coming in to the game, 
many felt the North would be 
victorious.

The North was led by Jacob 
Ivory from Murrah and Mau-
rice Dunlap from Amanda 
Elzy; both won a state cham-
pionship this season.  Joniah 
White who played for Madison 
Central in the championship 
game, but has gone to Grenada 
was playing along with his for-

mer teammate, Xavier Staple-
ton of Madison Central.  

The South was led by Oli-
ver Black, the South cruised 
to 112-82 victory. Black, a 
Wingfield high school player, 
had 19 points, 8 rebounds, and 
3 blocked shots earning MVP. 
“Getting MVP feels good,” 
said Black.

Black had plenty of help, 
Howard Thomas of Brandon, 
helped man the backboard, St. 
Martin’s Ed Simpson poured in 
14 points. James Jordan from 
Raymond added 11 points. 
The South was still without the 
state’s number one player for 
2014, Devin Booker of Moss 

Point.  Booker wasn’t in at-
tendance because he was at 
Lebron James’ Skills Academy.  
The South didn’t disappoint 
though, with over 5 players in 
double figures.

The North seem to run out 
of steam in the second half and 
couldn’t get any outside shots to 
fall. Raheem Sorrell of Corinth 
was the man in the paint for the 
North. He sccored 14 points on 
a bevy of post moves.

Murrah’s Jacob Ivory led the 
North with 16 points and 3 as-
sists. 

The loss for the North is 
the 5th consecutive loss to the 
South.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  
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Aja Williams of Provine shoots a three

Murrah’s Jacob Ivory goes in for a lay up

Maurice Dunlap of Amanda Elzy taking a three pointer

Victoria Vivians of Scott Central goes up for two

Oliver Black from Wingfield impressed everyone

McDarion Abron passes at age 20



July 6, 2013 •Mississippi Coliseum, Jackson, Miss.
The 11th Annual Mississippi Black Rodeo

Photos By Kevin RoBinson
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Book Review:
“NelsoN MaNdela”
BykadiR NelsoN
  c. 2103, katheRiNe tegeN Books / haRpeRcolliNs      
   $17.99 / $19.99 Canada  •  32 pages
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Your mother sent you to your 
room the other day. You hated 
that. You didn’t think you were 
being naughty but Mama did 
and she punished you. You had 
to sit in your room alone for a 
while and you cried, maybe, or 
pouted because it just wasn’t 
fair.

Now imagine being locked 
in a room for years and years 
and years for no good reason. 
That’s what happened to a great 
man in Africa and portrayed in 
the book “Nelson Mandela” 
by Kadir Nelson, you’ll read 
about that man and his life.

Rolihlahla loved to play 
with his friends, fighting pre-
tend-battles and hunting with 
slingshots on the grassy hills 
of Qunu, South Africa. But 
he couldn’t play forever: Ro-
lihlahla was smart, and smart-
ness like that needed an educa-

tion. 
Rolihlahla’s mother knew 

she would miss him while he 
was away, and she tried hard 
not to cry. At school, Rolihlah-
la’s teacher refused to say his 
Xhosa name, so she called him 
“Nelson.”

As Nelson grew, he attended 
the finest schools in Johannes-
burg. He became a lawyer so he 
could help his poor and power-
less African countrymen.

But something else bothered 
Nelson just as much as pov-
erty: the South African govern-
ment had a policy that split its 
citizens into three groups, and 
it wasn’t fair. They called it 
apartheid and Africans hated it.

So Nelson organized ral-
lies and spoke to the people. 
He was jailed for speaking up, 
but he never stopped fighting 
against apartheid. He married 
and became a father, but he 
never stopped fighting.

He organized rallies and pro-
tests, and never stopped fight-
ing. A warrant for his arrest 
was put out, but Nelson never 
stopped fighting….until he 
was caught, arrested and im-
prisoned.

Nelson was sent to a small 
island where he sat in a tiny 
room every day, eating cold 
meals and working hard labor. 
He was there so long that when 
he got out, his children had all 
grown up. More importantly, 
South Africa had ended apart-
heid. 

Finally, after almost 28 
years, Nelson Mandela was set 
free. He was elected as South 
Africa’s new leader, and the 
people celebrated. You always 
want to give your child a good 
sense of history, whether it’s in 
the past or in the making. And 
“Nelson Mandela” is a good 
book for both.

Author Kadir Nelson gives 

kids just the right amount of 
information here; he’s hon-
est in telling what happened, 
without being scary. Curious 
kids will appreciate that this 
book is made kid-friendlier 
with a two-page section at 
the end that could help an-
swer lots of questions. 

But Kadir Nelson’s words 
are only half the appeal. 
Nelson is also the illustra-
tor here, and his paintings - 
from the magnificent cover 
to every page inside - are 
addictive. It’s the artwork 
that makes this a book you’ll 
want to browse, whether 
your children are around or 
not.

Kids ages 4 - 7 will love 
this story, and I think older 
gradeschoolers will appreci-
ate it, too. If your child needs 
a little time out for reading, 
“Nelson Mandela” is a book 
you should make room for.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Foreign-born
2. Capital of Egypt
3. People from Switzerland
4. Orient
5. Public square
6. Aged
7. Secret language
8. Structure
9. Plant trunk
15. Expression of surprise
19. South southeast
21. Blind gut
23. Satire
24. Concur
25. Competition
26. Canned meat brand
27. Opera solo
28. Belt up
30. Disorder
32. BB association

ACROSS 
1. American Cancer Society (abbr.)
4. Eras
10. Rule
11. Wholehearted (2 wds.)
12. Three
13. Horse seat
14. Artificial
16. Tree
17. Eat
18. Like
20. Air conditioner, for short
22. Asian nation
26. Droop
29. Come out
31. Heir to throne
33. Unrefined metal
34. Airplane for mass transportation
35. Tulle
36. Women
37. Okay

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Diana Ross

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

This week may mark a time of considerable
inner emotional inspiration. Release it!

The surprise of a new pet in your life this
weekend may rejuvenate a personal passion.

This week you might aim to have a place for
everything and everything in its place!

This week your belief in yourself even if
others don't will become extremely
important.

Today any little thing that gets in your way
may begin to get on your nerves.

There may be an activation of your 
subconscious energies now that can result
in a number of possible consequences.

You certainly will encounter many events
and situations this week that bring old,
buried memories to the surface.

This week financial matters of self denial
may ultimately bring you some sorrow.

This week you will not become that 
easily distracted from things that are
important to you!

Today could hold an exceptional 
opportunity for you to assert yourself in
an unusual situation.

If you want to make the most out of a
conversation with a friend, make sure 
you do not allow your passions to cloud
the truth.

Rigid thinking on your part can get you
into trouble today!

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
get yoUR cURReNt News oNliNe at:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

Chris Brown hands out 
sneakers to needy kids

NBA’s Kevin Durant engaged 
to WNBA’s Monica Wright

‘Kevin Hart: Let Me Explain’ 
Earns $7.4M in Two Days

Chris Brown showed off 
his charitable side over the 
weekend by hooking up 
with Reebok to distribute 
shoes to needy kids.

Chris “Breezy” said while 
growing up in Tappahan-
nock, Va., he had one pair of 
sneakers that he could wear 
to school, and that was it 
until the next year.

Now, the singer, 24, is 
helping put shoes on the 
feet of the kids who need it 

most.
“I used to have to borrow 

my cousin’s clothes,” he 
told People.com recently at 
a Los Angeles event for his 
Unity Campaign, sponsored 
by Reebok.

“So being able to come 
from that poverty-stricken 
environment and then being 
able to get out of it is what I 
tried to [do]. … I just want 
to show the kids and have 
them have a better light of 
opportunities for them to do 

what they need to do.”
Brown, whose new album, 

“X,” arrives in stores July 
16, is reaching out to oth-
ers as he continues to work 
through his own issues.

Just last month, he was 
charged with hit-and-run, 
reports CNN. He’s also 
charged with violating his 
probation in connection with 
his felony assault conviction 
in the domestic abuse drama 
that unfolded with off-again 
girlfriend Rihanna in 2009.

According to reports, Okla-
homa City Thunder All-Star 
forward Kevin Durant and 
WNBA’s Minnesota Lynx 
guard Monica Wright are set 
to marry.

Wright confirmed the en-
gagement after scoring a 
season-high 17 points in Min-
nesota’s 91-59 victory over 
Phoenix July 7, reports the 
Star-Tribune in Minneapolis.

Durant, 24, is in his 6th 
NBA season with the Thun-
der after being drafted num-
ber 2 in 2007 after spending 
a year at Texas. Wright, also 
24, is in her 4th season with 
Lynx.

Apparently the couple met 

while in high school at the 
2006 McDonald’s All-Amer-
ican game.

Durant and Wright have 
reportedly been dating for a 
number of months.

”Kevin Hart: Let Me Explain” 
has become a box office hit, re-
ports Huffington Post.

According to numbers released 
by Deadline.com, Hart’s stand-up 
comedy film has already earned 
$7.4 million in ticket sales during 
its first two days of release. Per 
Variety, “Let Me Explain” could 
be sitting on $29 million by Sun-
day night.

Should Hart’s film - which 
was shot at a sold-out Madison 
Square Garden appearance last 
year - reach that goal during 
opening weekend, it would be-
come the fourth highest stand-up 

comedy film of all time, behind 
only “Richard Pryor: Live on the 
Sunset Strip” ($36 million), “The 
Original Kings of Comedy” ($38 
million) and “Eddie Murphy 
Raw” ($50 million).

That “Kevin Hart: Let Me Ex-
plain” is a big success, however, 
isn’t too shocking. Hart’s last 
stand-up comedy film, “Kevin 
Hart: Laugh at My Pain,” earned 
$7.7 million after release in Sep-
tember of 2011, this despite the 
fact that it never played in more 
than 300 theaters. According to 
Deadline.com, “Let Me Explain” 
is in 876 theaters.

This has been a good year for 

Hart, who has 
a small ap-
pearance in 
“This Is The End” and also host-
ed the 4th of July festivities in 
Philadelphia on Thursday night 
(broadcast by VH1).

The next few months could 
only make him a bigger star: Hart 
features in no less than five mov-
ies set for release in 2013 and 
2014, including “Ride Along” 
(with Ice Cube), “Grudge Match” 
(with Robert De Niro and Syl-
vester Stallone), “School Dance” 
(from director Nick Cannon) and 
a remake of “About Last Night” 
(with Paula Patton).

Chris Brown, center, hooks up with Reebok to distribute shoes to needy children in Los Angeles.

Durant              Wright

Hart

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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July 10 - 16, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$299

PREVIOUSLY  FROZEN  FRESH

BABY  BACK
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$299

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

PER  LB.

$119
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

BOTTOM
ROUND  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$359

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CUBED  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$369

FRESH 

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$149

REGULAR  OR  THICK

LYKES  SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.

$289

BRYAN

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

13 - 14  OZ.

$299

LYKES  POWERPAK

RED  HOTS
20  OZ.

$299
SELECT  VARIETIES  

HAWAIIAN
PUNCH

GALLON  JUG

2/$4

SAVE  ON

PEPSI  PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CAN

3/$11
SAVE  ON

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
RICE
2  LB.  BAG

$100

BLUE  BONNET  QUARTER

MARGARINE
1  LB. ..................................... 89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CANNED

BISCUITS
10  CT. ......................................

$100

ASSORTED  YOPLAIT

YOGURT
4 - 6  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$1
KRAFT  AMERICAN  CHEESE 

SINGLES
16  OZ.  .................................... 

2/$6
BRIGHT  &  EARLY  BREAKFAST

DRINK
59  OZ. ..................................... 

$100

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SELECT  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
16  OZ. ..................................... 

$129

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CRINKLE  CUT  GRADE  A

POTATOES
5  LB. .......................................

 $399

FURLANI  GARLIC

BREAD
10  OZ. ..................................... 

$129

FURLANI  TEXAS

TOAST
6.75 - 8.6  OZ. .............................. 

$129

SELECT  TYSON

ANYTIZERS 
OR  CHICKEN
10 - 13.9  OZ. ................................ 

2/$5

piggly wiggly

FRESH  GOLDEN  RIPE

BANANAS
POUNDS

2/89¢

FRESH  GEORGIA  SWEET

PEACHES,  NECTARINES,  
RED  PLUMS

POUND

$119
FRESH  BROCCOLI

CROWNS
POUND

$129

LARGE  RIPE

TOMATOES
POUND

$100

FRESH  RED

POTATOES
4  LB.  BAG

$329

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


