
After a little more than two and a 
half hours of deliberations, and with 
the jury unable to reach a verdict, the 
judge presiding over the case of Hinds 
County District Attorney Robert 
Shuler Smith, declared it a mistrial. 

Jurors began their deliberations 

Wednesday afternoon to determine 
whether Smith was guilty of hinder-
ing the prosecution of criminal defen-
dant Christopher Butler.

During deliberations, a note of con-
cern was sent to the judge stating that 
one of the jurors knew the defendant 
personally, and should be replaced by 
an alternate.

The decision was made not to re-
place the juror, however, Attorney 
General Jim Hood released the con-
tents of the note sent to the judge. 
The note read: “What do we do about 
a juror who has previous knowledge 
of Robert Smith and has a previously 
formed opinion of him and is basing 
her verdict on previous knowledge 

and opinion instead of current evi-
dence?”

The jury was unable to reach a 
unanimous verdict on any of the three 
counts against Smith. They were 6-6 
on the hindering prosecution charge, 

During the Ceremonial Swear-
ing-In event a few blocks from 
The White House, the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Founda-
tion, Inc., honored Rep. Cedric 
L. Richmond (D-La.), the new 
chairman of the Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC) and mem-
bers of the CBC that will serve 
during the 115th Congress.

A. Shuanise Washington, the 
president and CEO of the CBCF, 
said that 115th Congress will 
have the largest CBC in history 
with 49 members.

“While the CBC grows in 
numbers, there remains a lack of 
diversity and inclusion when it 
comes to senior staff placement 
in senate and congressional of-
fices,” said Washington. “The 
CBCF is committed to doing its 
part to change the landscape of 
Capitol Hill and we’re doing so 
with one of our newest initia-
tives: Emerge 535.”

Launched in 2013, the Emerge 

535 program will enable the 
CBCF to expand opportunities 
for young people of color by 
providing 535 scholarships and 
fellowships to work on Capitol 
Hill.

During her comments at the 

CBC ceremony, House Minority 
leader Democratic leader Nancy 
Pelosi (D-Calif.) blasted Repub-
lican lawmakers for blocking 
President Barack Obama’s last 
Supreme Court justice nominee 
and efforts to pass an updated 

Voting Rights Act (VRA).
Pelosi also noted the irony in 

the fact that some of the same 
Republicans, who attended the 
opening of the National Mu-
seum of African-American His-
tory and Culture and the fiftieth 

anniversary of “Bloody Sunday” 
in Selma, Ala., refused to work 
with Democrats on Capitol Hill 
to restore the protections of the 
VRA.

“It’s not about Democrats, 
it’s not about Republicans, it’s 
about America,” said Pelosi. 
“The greatness of America is 
affected by how [Republicans] 
have rejected the ability of our 
president to appoint a [Supreme 
Court] justice, how they have re-
jected our calls for correcting the 
injustice of the Supreme Court 
decision [in Shelby v. Holder]. 
It’s all about justice.”

Pelosi called the CBC the 
“conscience of the Congress 
and indeed of the country,” and 
she added that it was exciting 
to see that some of the new-
est members of the CBC were 
representing districts who had 
never elected a black lawmaker 
to serve in the U.S. Congress.

The newest members of the 
CBC are: Senator Kamala Har-
ris, who is California’s first 

African-American senator; Rep. 
Val Demings (D-Fla.); Rep. 
Lisa Blunt-Rochester (D-Del.), 
the first African American and 
woman to serve in Congress 
from Delaware; Rep. Anthony 
Brown (D-Md.); Rep. Dwight 
Evans (D-Pa.) and Rep. Donald 
McEachin (D-Va.).

After the ceremonial oath of 
office was performed, outgoing 
Chairman G.K. Butterfield (D-
N.C.) said that 2016 is now in 
our rearview mirror.

“We find ourselves facing a 
difficult, political and legisla-
tive environment, unlike any 
that we have ever seen before, 
but I promise you that the CBC 
will rise to the occasion and we 
will meet these new challenges,” 
said Butterfield. “The conse-
quences are too enormous for 
us to be indecisive and to allow 
conservative forces and forces 
of the alt-right to defend our na-
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The CBC celebrates history with 49 members in the 115th congress
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It appeared during Tues-
day’s meeting of the Board 
of Trustees for the Jackson 
Public Schools District, that 
members at times struggled 
to come to an agreement. It 
was also evident that some 
board members didn’t know 
what was on the agenda. 
“I thought we were here 
to discuss the search for a 
superintendent and noth-
ing else,” said school board 
member Jed Oppenheim, 
who stressed the importance 
of getting community input 
during the search process.

During a packed meeting 
held outside of the confine-
ments of the normal board 
meeting venue, because of 
the district’s holiday sched-
ule, parents, teachers and 
other community stakehold-
ers were ready for answers 
from district leaders as to 
‘what the process would be 
to find a new superinten-
dent?’ Their questions re-
main unanswered.

It has been nearly two 
months since former Super-
intendent Cedrick Gray sub-
mitted his resignation from 
Mississippi’s second largest 
school district and nearly one 
month since State Superin-
tendent of Education Carey 
Wright, appeared before the 
board and stressed the ur-

gency of fixing the problems 
within the district, yet board 
members are still at ground 
zero with crafting a plan and 
moving forward. “We’ve got 
to get this right, we can’t af-
ford to make a mistake, we 
are accountable for this,” 
said Richard Lind. “We need 
your help.”

The board, based on Trust-
ee Rickey Jones’ motion, 
voted 5-2 to table a motion 
to hire a consulting firm to 
help them develop a list of 
prospects for the job. “This 
board has not done its due 
diligence to proceed, we’ve 
not done a needs’ assess-
ment,” Jones said. “We need 
to know what we want and 
be totally engaged in the pro-
cess.”

The board decided to use 
its secretary Vikki Mumford 
as an information clearing 
house for suggestions and 

input from the community as 
to what it would like to see 
in the districts next superin-
tendent.

Working Together Jack-
son, a 40-member institu-
tion, reiterated its pledge to 
support the board in its quest 
to find a new school chief. 
“We stand with you in pro-
viding input, assistance and 
support as we work together 

to re-establish Jackson Pub-
lic Schools as a successful 
district with quality schools 
throughout the city,” Okolo 
Rashid read from a prepared 
statement. “We stand com-
mitted to remaining engaged 
with the school board and 
new superintendent in the 
years to come to help JPS 
return to and maintain a suc-
cessful school district.”

Board member Kimberly 
Campbell voted for the de-
lay in hiring a consultant, but 
expressed her concern for the 
board to heed Wright’s warn-
ing. “MDE is watching us, 
they have already told this 
board that we are behind in 
letting them know a timeline 
for the process,” Campbell 

No action from Jackson Public Schools 
Board in superintendent search
By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

By Freddie Allen
Managing Editor/NNPA Newswire

Historians agree that the Affordable Care Act 
will stand as one of President Obama’s great-
est achievements during his tenure in The White 
House. FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA
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Supporters and critics alike may eventually 
come to view President Barack Obama’s two-
term White House tenure the same way.

His determination for change never appeared 
to cause him to stumble on his goals, be it Obam-
acare or commuting the sentences of so many 
who were imprisoned for so long – primarily 
because of antiquated laws that punished mostly 
low-level minority drug offenders.

Even as Obama is set to leave office, he took 
unprecedented steps to retaliate against alleged 
Russian interference in the 2016 election.

Obama labeled Russia’s action as significant, 
malicious and cyber-enabled and sanctioned six 
Russian individuals and five Russian entities 
while ordering dozens of Russian diplomats to 
leave the country.

The president also gave them and their fami-
lies just three days to pack up and leave.

“These actions follow repeated private and 
public warnings that we have issued to the Rus-
sian government, and are a necessary and appro-
priate response to efforts to harm U.S. interests in 
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Members of the Congressional Black Caucus participate in the ceremonial swearing-in event for the 115th Con-
gress at The Warner Theatre in Washington, D.C. FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA
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Nominations for JSU Campus Search 
Advisory Committee due January 17

Students should take FAFSA verification process seriously

Hinds County 
Board Supervi-
sor Robert Gra-
ham announced 
his bid to run 
for Mayor of the 
City of Jackson 
August 16, 2016. 
Today Robert 
Graham offi-
cially qualified 
to enter the race 
for Mayor. At 10 
a.m.

Robert Graham submitted his complet-
ed Qualifying Statement of Intent to the 
City Clerk’s Office declaring his candi-
dacy for the Democratic Party nomina-
tion for the office of Mayor of the City 
of Jackson for the Primary Election to be 
held May 7, 2017.

Graham says, “I am excited about the 
opportunity to earn the votes and trust 
of my fellow Jacksonians. I have a solid 
plan to address the city’s current issues 
and get us back in business.”

Graham’s campaign office is located at 
5846 Ridgewood Drive in Jackson.

Nominations for the Jackson State 
University Campus Search Advisory 
Committee are due January 17. Repre-
sentatives from all stakeholder groups, 
including students, alumni, faculty, 
staff and the community are needed on 
the committee. The Board of Trustees 
of State Institutions of Higher Learn-
ing issued the call for nominations in 
December.

Nominations may be submitted 
via an online form at  HYPERLINK 

“http://www.mississippi.edu/ieo/jsu/
constituency.asp” http://www.missis-
sippi.edu/ieo/jsu/constituency.asp or 
by mailing a letter of recommendation 
to Attn: JSU Campus Search Advisory 
Committee, Mississippi Institutions 
of Higher Learning, 3825 Ridgewood 
Road, Jackson, MS 39211.

Both self-nominations and nomina-
tions of fellow members of the JSU 
campus community are encouraged.

Members of the Campus Search Ad-
visory Committee will be asked to at-

tend in-person meetings, participate in 
conference calls and review materials 
through a secure website. 

According to Board of Trustees Poli-
cy 201.0509 D, members must provide 
assurances that “they have not formed 
any opinion as to the identity of the par-
ticular person that should be selected as 
the IEO, that they have no personal, 
professional or other relationship with 
any person that they understand may be 
a candidate that would impair their ob-
jectivity in fairly considering all candi-

dates, that they will endeavor to remain 
open to considering all persons that ap-
ply in a fair and unbiased manner, and 
that they will not agree with any person 
to advocate or campaign for the selec-
tion of any particular candidate.”

For more information and to track 
progress on the presidential search, vis-
it the Mississippi Institutions of Higher 
Learning’s Web site at  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.mississippi.edu” www.
mississippi.edu and through Twitter @
MSPublicUniv and @JSU_Search.

The federal government requires 
many students who submit the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) to verify the information on 
the FAFSA.

Used to apply for most federal and 
many state student aid programs, the 
FAFSA asks detailed questions about 
the income and resources of students.

Parents are required to provide their 
information as well if their children 
are dependent students. Students are 
considered dependent if they are un-

dergraduate students under 24 years 
old, not married, have no dependents 
of their own, are not veterans or were 
not orphans or wards of the court un-
til age 19.

The college or, in some cases, an 
agency working with the college will 
contact students to let them know if 
their data is being verified.

Students and parents need to take 
that process seriously, according to 
KHEAA. Students chosen for verifi-
cation cannot receive their financial 
aid until they have completed the pro-

cess. As soon as they are contacted, 
they should provide any information 
that is required. Putting it off will 
only lead to frustration if the process 
isn’t finished when classes are ready 
to start.

If students have decided not to at-
tend a college that asked them for 
verification, they should let the col-
lege know so it will stop requesting 
information.

KHEAA is a public, non-profit 
agency established in 1966 to im-
prove students’ access to college. It 

provides information about financial 
aid and financial literacy at no cost 
to students and parents. KHEAA also 
helps colleges manage their student 
loan default rates and verify informa-
tion submitted on the FAFSA.

For more information about those 
services, visit www.kheaa.com.

In addition, KHEAA disburses pri-
vate Advantage Education Loans on 
behalf of its sister agency, KHESLC. 

For more information about Ad-
vantage Education Loans, visit www.
advantageeducationloan.com.
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violation of established international norms 
of behavior,” Obama said in the statement 
released by the White House.

It’s the kind of action that some said will 
make them miss the progress of the past 
eight years and critics will come to realize 
that Obama’s place in history will be a lofty 
one.

“The biggest tragedy of the Obama pres-
idency was the relentless and often irratio-
nal unwillingness of Republican lawmak-
ers to work with him to achieve meaningful 
objectives,” said Mario Almonte, a public 
relations specialist who also blogs about 
politics and social issues. “Even so, many 
years from now, when the history of his 
presidency comes into better focus, our so-
ciety will come to recognize the enormous 
impact Barack Obama had on American 
culture and possibly world culture as the 
first black president of the United States.”

And, as Kevin Drum, a writer for 
“Mother Jones” noted, Obama has moved 
forward on eight substantial executive ac-
tions over the past month – aside from 
the Russian sanctions – including enact-
ing a permanent ban on offshore oil and 
gas drilling in areas of the Arctic and the 
Atlantic Seaboard; he’s refused to veto a 
U.N. resolution condemning Israel’s settle-
ments in the West Bank; designated two 
new national monuments totaling more 
than 1.6 million acres – Bears Ears Buttes 
in southeastern Utah and Gold Butte in Ne-
vada; and he’s instructed the Department 
of Homeland Security to formally end the 
long-discussed NSEERs database.

Obama has also instructed the Army 
Corps of Engineers to deny final permits 
for the Dakota Access Pipeline where it 
crosses the Missouri River near the Stand-
ing Rock Sioux reservation and he’s issued 
a final rule that bans the practice among 
some red states of withholding federal 
family-planning funds from Planned Par-
enthood and other health clinics that pro-
vide abortions.

Also, the outgoing president completed 
rules to determine whether schools were 
succeeding or failing under the “Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act.”
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8-4 on conspiring to hinder prosecution 
and 8-4 on the charge of illegally assisting 
a criminal defendant. Shortly after sharing 
this information with Judge Larry Roberts 
who was assigned this case after most of 
the judges in Hinds County recused them-
selves, declared a mistrial.

This decision followed closing argu-
ments from a trial that lasted nearly three 
weeks.

Having been in the court room each day 
of the trial, Alice Smith, mother of the DA 
said “God has a reason for everything He 
does.” Speaking of the mistrial she said 
“God has a way of bringing things out for 
others to see.”

Smith (DA) said in his closing argu-
ment, “Families come to our office all 
the time saying they have someone that 
has been mistreated or evidence planted 
against them and we have a duty and a 
right to investigate what is going on in our 

judicial system.
Hood said in a prepared statement, “I am 

disappointed that the jury was deadlocked 
in this case, but a mistrial was the only ap-
propriate result after learning that a juror 
sat silently during jury questioning before 
the trial, even though that juror knew the 
defendant. Unfortunately, we learned after 
a 2-1/2 week trial that a juror talked dur-
ing deliberations about having known the 
defendant. A juror takes an oath to answer 
questions posed to them by the Court and 
the lawyers. Consequently, this case will 
need to be presented to another Hinds 
County jury as soon as possible. Any inap-
propriate conduct will be appropriately ad-
dressed. Jury service is the responsibility 
for all of us as citizens, and justice in any 
jurisdiction depends upon the integrity, 
courage and honesty of the citizens who 
sit on juries.”

The new trail will take place in June.
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tion. We will be strategic and we 
will be unified in our work.”

While many of the CBC mem-
bers are “baby boomers,” Butter-
field said that there is no question 
that Richmond, who is a part of 
Generation X, is well-suited and 
well-prepared to lead the CBC 
in confronting these new chal-
lenges.

During his remarks at the cer-
emonial swearing-in event, Rich-
mond said that CBC members 
represent 78 million Americans, 
24 percent of the population and 
17 million blacks, representing 
41 percent of the African-Ameri-
can population in this country.

“There are many Americans, 
especially black Americans, who 
can’t understand how we got hear 
today, coming off eight years of 
hope, pride and inspiration,” said 
Richmond. “They are fearful of 
the current state of division, hate 
and pettiness.

Richmond continued: “Many 
of our young people are frustrat-
ed with the fact that they seem to 
be fighting the same causes that 
Dr. King and Reverend Jackson 
and John Lewis and many others 
galvanized the country behind 
during the Civil Rights Move-
ment; and that’s jobs justice and 
common humanity.”

The Louisiana congressman 
noted that while others have 
thrown up their hands, hung their 
heads, paralyzed by frustration, 
CBC members have remained 
focused and driven.

Richmond acknowledged that 
members like Shirley Chisholm 
worked on poverty and expand-
ing opportunities for women in 
the labor force and children in 
the classroom; Charlie Rangel 
worked on economic inequal-
ity and John Conyers worked on 
criminal justice reform.

Richmond said that CBC 
members are committed to do 
their part, to provide leadership, 
engage the people across this 
country and fight shoulder to 
shoulder to ensure that the arc, 
but they cannot do it alone.

“We need the fire, passion and 
talent of young people to use 
the tools and resources of to-
day to capture the nation and to 
give life to our movement,” said 
Richmond, adding that it was 
young women and young men 
who were on the frontlines of the 
fight for freedom during the Civil 
Rights Movement of the 1960s.

Richmond said that fighting 
injustice will also require the 
wisdom, clarity and foresight of 
our elders, because, “if we do not 
learn from our past, our future 
will be more of the same.”

The new CBC chair said that 
during 115th Congressional ses-
sion, CBC members will con-
tinue to confront those who seek 
to divide the country and that 
they will be clear about their de-
mands, on behalf of black peo-
ple. He added that CBC mem-
bers will also venture outside of 
Washington to engage everyday 
people where they live, work and 
worship.

“We will heed the many les-
sons of our leaders that came 
before, but we will innovate and 
evolve to tackle the challenges of 
today,” said Richmond. “We will 
be deliberate in our thoughts and 
actions and we will engage on 
our own terms.”

Richmond continued: “We 
have the strength and the courage 
of our ancestors that survived the 
Middle Passage, who survived 
slavery and segregation and Jim 
Crow; and in that spirit we won’t 
give in, we won’t give up and we 
won’t fall back.”

warned. “I don’t want us to rush. I want 
to cast the biggest net possible. But, I do 
want us to move.”

Campbell appeared visibly frustrated 
and said to the board, “some of us have 
been trying to get this done for several 
weeks. “Can we get it on the docket so we 
can get these meetings set,” she asked.

Several members of the audience made 

reference to the looming state takeover. 
“Why would anyone want to come to a 
district that isn’t accredited,” one attendee 
asked? To which Burt replied, “that would 
have to be the decision of that person; they 
would have to do some soul searching.”

The board is expected to take this issue 
up again at its next regular board meeting 
next week. 



Every New Year, you make 
a list of things you will do to 
stay healthy so you can feel 
your best. But, did you real-
ize that feeling your best in-
cludes seeing your best too? 
January is Glaucoma Aware-
ness Month – the perfect time 
to spread the word about the 
disease. So, this year, add 
learning about glaucoma 
to your list. Your eyes will 
thank you for it.

1. Glaucoma can cause 
vision loss and blindness, 
which can’t be reversed. 
Glaucoma causes f luid to 
build up in your eye, causing 
pressure that can damage the 
optic nerve, which transfers 
visual images to your brain. 
But, you can save your vi-
sion with early detection and 
treatment.

2. There are no early symp-
toms. Glaucoma often has no 
early warning signs. No pain. 
No discomfort. No blurry 
vision. Only advanced glau-
coma will affect your vision. 
Don’t wait for symptoms to 
visit your eye doctor.

3. In the United States, half 
the people who have glauco-
ma don’t know they do. Near-
ly three million Americans 
have glaucoma. Half don’t 
know it. Lack of awareness 
and the absence of symptoms 
are preventing people from 
detecting the disease early. 
You can change that. Find out 
if you have glaucoma.

4. Some people are at high-
er risk than others. African 
Americans over 40, adults 
over 60 – especially Hispan-
ics/Latinos, and people with 
a family history of glaucoma 
are at higher risk, making 
early detection especially 
important. Are you at high-
er risk? Talk to your family 
about glaucoma.

5. There is only one way to 
know if you have glaucoma. 
Getting a comprehensive di-
lated eye exam is the only 
way to find out if you have 
glaucoma. During the exam, 
an eye care professional 
places drops in your eyes to 
widen the pupils and looks 
for signs of the disease in the 
optic nerve.

Now that you’ve got the 
facts about glaucoma, make 
a resolution for healthier vi-
sion. Schedule a comprehen-
sive dilated eye exam today 
and encourage your friends 
and loved ones to do the same.

To learn more about glau-
coma, visit www.nei.nih.gov/
glaucoma.

HEALTH
4 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comJANUARY 5 -11, 2017

Make a resolution to learn 
more about your eyes
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The Base Pair research men-
torship partnership with theUni-
versity of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center has been enhancing 
science instruction at JPS high 
schools since before STEM was 
a buzzword. The program is cel-
ebrating 25 years of marked suc-
cess for JPS graduates.

According to their press re-
lease, the achievements of Base 
Pair graduates include:

 • 23 Students with Doctor of 
Medicine degrees

 • 25 Students with Master of 
Science degrees

 • 7 Students with Doctor of 
Philosophy degrees

 • 6 Students admitted to law 
school

 • Many more students have 
entered health-related career 
fields.

The most significant outcome 
of the program to its mentors 
is that the high school students 
have published over 350 ci-
tations with their mentors at 
UMMC. Murrah 2015 graduate 
Nathan Campbell, as co-author 
of a published paper as a sopho-
more biomedical engineering 
major at George Washington 
University, is a prime example 
of the program’s highest goals.

“This type of outcome is the 
best scenario for our Murrah 

Base Pair student researchers,” 
said Murrah Base Pair coordi-
nator and science teacher Jeff 
Stokes.

Base Pair is responsible for 
similar offshoot programs in 
other schools. One of them is 
the SOAR program operating 
at Jim Hill High School which 
was initiated by the school’s sci-
ence chair, Susan Bender. Like 
Base Pair, SOAR establishes a 
network of scientifically liter-
ate students with research ex-
perience to serve as mentors for 
others. Since 2001, Jim Hill stu-
dents have won roughly half of 
all awards given in the Region II 
high school science fairs.

Nine JPS high school students have been selected 
for the Greater Jackson Chamber’s Youth Leader-
ship Jackson Class of 2016-2017. These students 
joined high school students from across the Jackson 
tri-county area for the opening session held at Mil-
saps College in November. Opening session activities 
broke the ice with a variety of interactive trust and 
team-building exercises.

Only 32 participants representing public 
and private schools in the Jackson area were 
selected for this year’s cadre. The highly se-
lective application process begins in October 
of each year and involves a round of inter-
views, proof of leadership interest and abili-
ties, good standing with school, community 
involvement, and recommendations from 
school administrators and teachers. It also 
involves a commitment to attend the six pro-
gram sessions held during the school year.

In its 25th year, Youth Leadership Jackson 
aims to produce confident young leaders who 
are committed to advancing and positively 
impacting the Metro Jackson area. Its leader-
ship development program trains, motivates, 
and increases the awareness of the partici-
pating high school sophomores and juniors 
through training, community-oriented semi-
nars, and interaction with adult leaders who 
model exemplary citizenship and service to 
the community.

Founders of Youth Leadership Jackson felt 
the program would provide opportunities for 
metro area students to meet and get to know 
one another, learn in-depth about the chal-
lenges and opportunities of the community 
they live in, and develop their own leader-
ship skills through interactions with adult 
leaders.
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Ryan Nichols, left, 2016 Base Pair student from Murrah High School, works under the watchful eye of mentor  
Frank Spradley. COURTESY UMMC

JPS, UMMC celebrating 25 
years of Base Pair partnership

Nine JPS students selected
for Youth Leadership Jackson
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Losing a campus leader is 
always difficult, but the pass-
ing of North Carolina Central 
University Chancellor Debra 
Saunders-White is a particu-
larly painful pill to swallow.

Saunders-White took the 
helm of NCCU on June 1, 
2013, becoming the univer-
sity’s first permanent female 
chancellor. Widely beloved for 
the friendliness that became 
the hallmark of her personality, 
her tenure shaped a period of 
multifaceted growth at NCCU.

Her story eerily resembles 
that of Portia E. Lovett Bird, 
who assumed the leadership 
of the Delaware Conference 
Academy (now University of 
Maryland Eastern Shore) fol-
lowing the death of her hus-
band, the school founder, in 
April 1897. Doing so made 
Bird, an alumna of Storer 
Normal School (later Storer 
College), the first ever black 
woman leader of an HBCU be-
fore her death in office just two 
short years later at age 40.

At the time, Saunders-
White’s appointment was one 
within a seemingly golden age 
of increasing progressive board 
leadership. In a brief period, 
the HBCU higher education 
sector soon outpaced the na-
tional average for the hiring of 
female presidents of any race 
at colleges and universities.

Carolyn W. Meyers was 
named president of Jack-
son State University in 2010; 
Cheryl Davenport Dozier at 
Savannah State University in 
2011 and Cynthia Jackson-
Hammond at Central State 
University in 2012. A. Cherrie 
Epps, Glenda Baskin Glover 
and Valerie Montgomery Rice, 
like Saunders-White, assumed 
the presidencies of Meharry 
Medical College, Tennessee 
State University, and More-
house School of Medicine, re-
spectively in 2013.

The following year, Roslyn 
Clark Artis, Gwendolyn E. 
Boyd, Stacey Franklin Jones 
and Elmira Mangum, assumed 
the presidencies of Florida Me-
morial University, Alabama 
State University, Elizabeth 

City State University and Flor-
ida Agricultural and Mechani-
cal University, respectively.

In 2015, Andrea Lewis 
Miller assumed the presidency 
of her alma mater LeMoyne-
Owen College, Tashni-Ann 
Dubroy returned to Shaw Uni-
versity to lead her alma mater, 
and Evelyn Maria Thompson 
assumed the presidency of 
Coppin State University.

So much has changed in 
such little time. Up until this 
year, all but one of the first-ev-
er black women HBCU presi-
dents appointed during this 
decade still held office with the 
exception of Epps, who was 83 
at the time of her appointment.

But no more. In just a hand-
ful of months, Mangum is out 
at FAMU, Meyers is out at 
JSU, the writing is on the wall 
for Boyd’s departure from her 
alma mater ASU, and NCCU 
loses Saunders-White to can-
cer.

Added to this number of dis-
appearing female HBCU presi-
dents is the June retirement of 
former Wilberforce Univer-
sity President Algeania Warren 
Freeman, and the September 
firing of Allen University’s 
President Lady June Cole, who 
succeeded the school’s first 
full-time female president.

As leader of an HBCU, the 
fate and future of hundreds, 
sometimes thousands, is in 
your hands. High expectations 
and high stakes are not gender 
exclusive. In all of these depar-
tures, HBCU stakeholders are 
divided into two clear groups; 
one for support and the other 
for scrutiny. As some hurried 
to their defense, others asked 
questions – many of them rele-
vant – about their performance. 
Simply put: did they do their 
jobs well?

Did they raise money, pro-
tect and improve campus in-
frastructure, listen and respond 
to the concerns of their many, 
many constituents, and did 
they inspire confidence in the 
people they led?

These questions and others 
like them are valid and wel-
comed, because the last thing 
HBCU culture needs are in-
ept presidents of any gender. 
But when will we talk about 
the elephant in the presidential 
boardroom? When will we also 
acknowledge the toxic mas-
culinity spurred by patriarchy 
and sexism as real threats to the 
general success of HBCU cul-
ture, and in particular, to HBCU 
women presidents (including 
the most capable and compe-
tent)?

With Bennett College and 
Spelman College safely and 
respectfully outside of the 
conversation because of their 
unique HBCU missions, it is 
not enough to acknowledge that 
presidential offices of ivory and 
ebony towers alike have tradi-
tionally been thought of as the 
purview of men. It is certainly 
not nearly enough to disguise 
patriarchy and sexism as tra-
ditional (and therefore “ap-
propriate”) gender roles, when 
limiting the ability of women to 
access the presidential offices 
of HBCUs, much less be suc-
cessful in them.

We must seriously, regularly 
and repeatedly examine the cul-
ture of HBCU leadership and 
its gender-based politics – spe-
cifically, respectability poli-
tics. Only then will we fairly 
determine how well female 
presidents actually do their job, 
instead of allowing sexism to 
determine performance, or if 
they even should have a job at 
all.

Novice presidents should 
be expected to make presiden-

tial gaffes, males and females 
alike. And we can fully grant 
that today’s financial and politi-
cal pictures for black colleges 
makes the margin of error that 
much slimmer. But we must 
ask ourselves if these mistakes 
are made more costly for a 
black woman because she also 
doesn’t smile a lot, or doesn’t 
seem friendly enough in con-
versations with trustees and 
faculty.

Mangum undoubtedly made 
her share of mistakes, but when 
are we going to hold the FAMU 
Board of Trustees to a standard 
higher than playground fights? 
Likewise, Meyers’ unceremoni-
ous departure in the middle of 
the school year resembled that 
of a coach cutting a red-shirted 
freshman, not an accomplished 
administrator with two HBCU 
presidencies which positively 
changed the course of both 
schools.

Dillard University students 
were pepper sprayed on cam-
pus while a white supremacist 
political candidate found safe 
space in a lecture hall, but no 
one seriously called for the fir-
ing of President Walter Kim-
brough. No one took him to task 
for setting into motion a series 
of events that could have had 
disastrous consequences for 
his campus community, and no 
one dragged him for invoking 
an “outsider agitators” narra-
tive more reminiscent of 1960’s 
segregationists than that of his 
fraternity brother, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. No one, not 
even us.

More importantly, no one 
wrote a vicious, public letter 
decrying his hiring, as was the 
case with Gwendolyn Boyd.

Texas Southern University 
was plagued by gun violence 
last fall, with four shootings 
on or around campus occur-
ring in one semester, with one 

student being killed. Former 
TSU President John Rudley 
was denounced by pockets of 
students, faculty and members 
of the board according to sev-
eral reports, but was not fired or 
forced to resign in the middle of 
the academic year like Mangum 
at FAMU.

Morgan State University 
President David Wilson has 
misspent foundation funds, 
worked with the state to ma-
lign his university’s growth, 
opposed a landmark lawsuit 
involving the state’s four black 
colleges, and for his work, was 
actually fired by his board – only 
to be reinstated and offered two 
new contracts in the following 
years. He is among the unani-
mous number of male presi-
dents working under contracts 
without stipulations concerning 
cohabitation in their university-
owned or leased homes unlike 
Boyd at ASU.

That is far better treatment 
than Cole, who was physically 
escorted off campus, received 
when Allen trustees terminated 
her contract.

We offer black male presi-
dents the space to reclaim grace 
from administrative errors and 
interpersonal mistakes. More-
house College President John 
Wilson has been dogged by 
rumors and calls for his termi-
nation for more than two years, 
yet remains in place with cur-
sory affirmations of support 
from board and alumni officers 
without detail of how he has 
earned it.

Women in HBCU presiden-
cies have not received the same 
opportunity to get it wrong and 
to learn how to get it right. They 
are told to get out.

This isn’t to say that women 
don’t earn the right to be fired, 
or have earned the right to be 
judged with fewer or softened 
metrics of success against male 
counterparts. It is to say that 
HBCUs are in no position, col-
lectively, to brand women as 
executive failures worthy of 
quick removal, while men can 
stick it out for a more appropri-
ate time and approach.

Debra Saunders-White, even 
while battling cancer, stuck it 
out. HBCU culture’s loss is in-
deed, heaven’s gain.

By Crystal A. deGregory, PhD 
and Jarrett Carter Sr.
hbcudigest.com
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And why aren’t male presidents getting the same treatment?

If you’ve been watching any 
Viacom-owned television net-
works over the last two days, you 
may have noticed a commercial 
for Georgia A&M University, the 
fictitious HBCU that serves as the 
setting for BET’s upcoming dra-
ma, ‘The Quad.’

If you are fast enough, you can 
see the web address for the re-
cruitment commercial is GAMU-
Recruitment.org.

There you find a comprehen-
sive list of baccalaureate degrees 
that would put Morehouse, Spel-
man and Howard’s undergraduate 
schools out of commission. The 
school’s Twitter profile and even 
a dining services landing page are 
also a part of the website, while 
every other link points back to the 
show’s profile page on BET.com.

You have to hand it to the 
show’s producers and the market-
ing agency working with BET to 
promote this show, which is sure 
to draw record viewing numbers. 
The hope is that the show will do 
for HBCUs what ‘Being Mary 
Jane’ did for professional black 
women; a responsible, authentic 
view of black life with the right 
balance of ratchet and righteous-
ness to keep an audience talking 
and thinking on a weekly basis.

But teetering to much in one 
direction, with too much scandal 
or too much preaching about the 
value of HBCUs without specif-
ics on the industrial, cultural and 
political challenges they face, and 
‘The Quad’ will go from a much-
anticipated tool to enhance aware-
ness of black colleges, to being 
the next chapter in the ‘HBCU vs. 
PWI’ Twittersphere debate.

Students who attend histori-
cally black colleges and univer-
sities (HBCUs) borrow student 
loans at higher rates and, conse-
quently, graduate with substan-
tially higher debt than their peers 
at non-HBCUs, but federal pol-
icy changes could help HBCU 
students lighten their debt load 
according to a new report re-
leased by UNCF’s Frederick 
D. Patterson Research Institute 
(FDPRI).

“Fewer Resources, More 
Debt: Loan Debt Burdens Stu-
dents at Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities” ex-
amines the rates, amounts and 
distribution of student loan debt 
among HBCU students relative 
to their non-HBCU peers, focus-
ing on undergraduates attending 
four-year public, private and 
nonprofit institutions.

Despite attending lower cost 
institutions, HBCU students bor-
row loans at greater rates, bor-
row greater amounts, seek loans 
from more costly sources and 
encounter more obstacles repay-
ing their loans. For instance, in 
2012, a quarter of HBCU bach-

elor’s degree recipients bor-
rowed $40,000 or more, which is 
four times the rate of their non-
HBCU peers who borrowed this 
same amount.

“Student loans have become 
one of the primary ways students 
pay for college, but for students 
at HBCUs – many of whom are 
first-generation college students 

or who disproportionately come 
from low-income families and 
have less access to financial re-
sources – the reliance on student 
loans is far greater,” said Dr. 
Brian K. Bridges, who leads 
UNCF’s FDPRI.

“When placed into the broader 
context of the types of students 
served at HBCUs, the findings of 

this report help us to better un-
derstand the factors that impact 
HBCU students’ need to bor-
row and their challenges repay-
ing their loans,” said Bridges. 
“These factors include racial 
wealth gaps, declining invest-
ments in higher education, un-
met financial need, limited in-
stitutional resources, and other 

economic barriers often experi-
enced by African-American stu-
dents and their families.

Despite these challenges, HB-
CUs continue to be a ‘best buy’ 
in higher education by offering 
comparably lower-cost tuition 
and disproportionately produc-
ing African-American college 
graduates. UNCF awards $100 
million each year in need-based 
student scholarships to address 
the financial obstacles that 
HBCU students confront. We are 
doing our part. Now, the country 
must invest so that HBCU stu-
dents can earn their degrees with 
more resources and less debt.”

Cheryl L. Smith, UNCF’s se-
nior vice president for public 
policy and government affairs 
urges the new presidential ad-
ministration, along with Con-
gress, to reinvest in higher edu-
cation and improve the current 
federal financial aid policies to 
help low-income and minority 
students earn degrees with less 
debt.

“Recently, some analysts have 
questioned whether the student 
debt crisis is real. For HBCU 
students, who increasingly are 

on the hook for financing college 
costs, the crisis is ever so real,” 
said Smith. “This report docu-
ments the crisis and suggests 
four policy areas that are ripe for 
reform to reduce the heavy debt 
burden faced by HBCU students. 
Congress and the next adminis-
tration have an opportunity with 
the renewal of the Higher Edu-
cation Act to lessen the financial 
load.”

The report issues four broad 
recommendations for policy 
makers:

1. Reduce the complexity of 
the federal student aid eligibility 
process to reach more low-in-
come students and provide more 
grant aid for those with need.

2. Reduce the need for low-
income students to borrow loans 
by increasing grant aid and 
work-study opportunities.

3. Make federal loans less 
costly for students and their 
families.

4. Ensure that the federal 
student loan servicing system 
serves students well and that the 
student loan repayment process 
is manageable, effective and ef-
ficient.

BET gets slick 
with marketing for 
‘The Quad’ and 
Georgia A&M

Where have all the black 
women HBCU presidents gone?

New report examines student loan debt among HBCU students

Mississippi Link Newswire

hbcudigest.com

Elmira Mangum Carolyn MeyersLady June Cole Gwendolyn E. Boyd

Anika Noni Rose plays the fictitious 
GAMU President Eva Flecther of the 
fictitious HBCU.
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This is your year 
to possess the prom-
ises of God. God said 
to Joshua, “Moses 
my servant is dead. 
Now therefore, arise, 
go over this Jordan, 

you and all this people, to the land 
which I am giving to them the chil-
dren of Israel. Every place that the 
sole of your foot will tread upon I 
have given you, as I said to Moses.” 
(Joshua 1:2-3)

Moses is dead, and Joshua and 
the people of God are sitting around 
mourning the death of Moses. And 
God has appointed Joshua now to 
lead the people across the Jordan 
and into the Promised Land.

The Lord allowed Moses to see 
the promise, but he did not allow 
him to possess the promise. But the 
Lord said to Moses, “This is the 
land of which I swore to give Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I 
will give it to your descendants.’ I 
have caused you to see it with your 
eyes, but you shall not cross over 
there.” (Duet. 34:4)

There is nothing you can do about 
what didn’t happen in your life last 

year. But there is something you 
can do that will make all the differ-
ence this year. That which did not 
happen is dead and buried. There is 
no need for you to sit around and 
mourn what you have lost. There is 
no need for you to sit around and 
complain about what didn’t hap-
pened. There is no need for you to 
weep over what happened.

This year, God is going to do a 
“new thing” in your life. The old 
has passed away, and behold all 
things are new again. What God 
swore to Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob, and what he swore to Moses, 
He swore also to Joshua. The same 
promise He swore to them, He has 
sworn to you.

Like God allowed Moses to see 
the promise, but didn’t allow him 
to possess the promise, He has al-
lowed you to see it and possess it. 
Don’t allow what’s behind you to 
keep you from moving forward in 
your life. Don’t allow what may 
be already troubling you keep you 
from advancing forward. Don’t al-
low your Jordan to be a burden to 
you. You can cross your Jordan.

Like God told Joshua to arise and 
lead the people across the Jordan 
into the Promised Land to possess 

the promise, He is saying to you 
this year, arise and cross your Jor-
dan and possess what I have prom-
ised you to have.

This journey you will be on this 
year is going to be different than 
last year. Last year you went where 
you wanted to go. This year will be 
where God will order you to go. To 
have God’s abundance, to receive 
God’s abundance you will have to 
allow Him to lead you there.

God said to Joshua, “Every place 
that the sole of your foot will tread 
upon I have given you, as I said to 
Moses.”

For you to “possess the promises 
of God” you must be willing to al-
low God to order your steps. Your 
“every step” is important. Your 
“every place” is important. If you 
are in a place and you are not being 
blessed or receiving the blessings 
of God, then maybe you are not in 
the place where God will have you 
to be to bless you.

The manifestation of God’s 
promises is in the place where God 
is. His promises are in the place 
where He has appointed you to go. 
His promises are in the place where 
He has assigned you to go. And He 
wants to lead you to that “every 

place.”
Your destiny is waiting on you.  

The promises of God are waiting 
for you. What are you waiting for? 
You cannot possess what you are 
not willing to do, and you cannot 
possess where you are not willing 
to go.

Arise, and go where God is lead-
ing you. Arise, and possess your 
promise. Arise, and cross your Jor-
dan.

There are places where you 
haven’t begun to step. You will dis-
cover your “every place” when you 
begin stepping out on faith. You 
will discover God’s promises, when 
you begin stepping. You will dis-
cover your destiny, when you begin 
stepping.

“This is your year to possess the 
promises of God.”

James E. Griffin, is the senior 
pastor of New Beginnings Chris-
tian Fellowship, 2920 Hwy 468., 
Pearl. He and wife, Juanita, are the 
parents of four children: Christo-
pher Terrell, James Sterlen, Jamya 
Alexus and John Isaac. For more 
information about New Beginnings 
visit nbcfonline.org or view the 
New Beginnings Christian Fellow-
ship, Pearl, MS Facebook page.

By Rev. James Griffin
Guest Writer
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Here we are, closing out 
the first week of the new 
year and celebrating all that 
is possible in 2017.

In all that I believe the 
year 2017 will hold, I’ve de-
cided that my top reason for 

celebrating will continue to be God’s love. 
Because of His love, I have been blessed to 
see a new year, enjoy the love of my family 
and friends, meet and greet new acquain-
tances, and continue to experience the joy 
of knowing that no matter what I do or 
where I go, I am protected by the love of 
my Heavenly Father.

Wow, with so much to celebrate, I should 
never have a bad day, uh? Well, if only that 
were true. I am not isolated from having a 
bad day or days but that should not stop me 
from continuing to “get my praise on.”

I know that there will be moments when 
I probably will not have a smile on my 
face or that I will even think a bad thought. 
When these come, I know that they are tri-
als that are placed in front of me as a test. 
Because I am human, I also know that there 
will be many tests that I will fail, but the 
love of God will never fail me and because 
of that, I will always celebrate.

As the religion editor of this newspaper, 
I often ask you, our readers, to share your 
celebrations and many of you have, but 
there are so many of you who are probably 
thinking that you don’t have anything to 
share with us, well, you’re wrong.

If you are capable of reading or listening 
to this column (as someone reads to you), 
then you have a reason to share your cel-
ebrations and yes, even your hardships.

I am thankful to all of you for allowing 
me to share all of the wonderful things that 
God has done for me and my family and 
I know that I am not the only one who is 
celebrating. Our God is all powerful and 
through Him, we all have done much and 
the beauty of it all is; He is not finished 
with us yet.

This year is filled with so many possi-
bilities for each of us and that means even 
more opportunities to let others know what 
God has done for us all. So, as this new 
year continues to develop, please join us in 
the celebration.

Each new day gives each of us a new be-
ginning and a new opportunity to grow in 
the Lord. So, I am making a personal re-
quest as I ask you to continue to share your 
praises and good news. This new year pro-
vides even more opportunities to let others 
know how God is moving in your life.

Remember the verse that I often share 
with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messenger for 
news in and around the state of Mississippi, 
would like to serve as your personal mes-
senger to share your news and the news of 
your places of worship.

To share your news contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, 
fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 2659 Livings-
ton Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from 
the Religion Editor

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

A new year to possess 
the promises of God

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
New Jerusalem Church of 
God in Christ, 3387 Medgar 
Evers Blvd., Jackson, will hold 
its Gospel Explosion through 
Jan. 6, at 7:30 p.m.  For more 
information call 601-981-
8569.  Dr. Andrew Friday Sr. 
is the pastor.

Cade Chapel Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 1000 
W. Ridgeway St., Jackson, 
Voices of Love will present “A 
King’s Dream 2017,” featuring 
Jackson’s M.L.K. Interdenom-
inational Mass Choir, Jan. 15 
at 3 p.m. For more information 
call 601-366-5463. Rev. Regi-
nald Buckley is the pastor.

New Horizon Church In-
ternational, 1770 Ellis Ave., 
Jackson, will hold its Saturday 
worship service Jan. 7, from 
5–6:15 p.m. For more infor-

mation visit www.nhcms.org 
or call 601-371-1427. Bishop 
Ronnie Crudup Sr. is the pas-
tor. 

Greater Fairview Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 2545 
Newport St., Jackson, Aero-
bics Ministry will host its 2017 
New Year Fitness Challenge 
Jan. 9–Feb. 27. The chal-
lenge will include regular 
aerobics classes and fitness 
challenge.  For more infor-
mation, call 601-454-1414 or 
601-260-7310. To contact the 
church, call 601-362-6447. 
Rev. Vincent V. Russell is the 
pastor.

College Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church, 1600 Flor-
ence Ave., Jackson, Children 
and Youth Ministries will spon-
sor Martin Luther King Day of 

Service Jan. 16, beginning at 
9 a.m. For more information, 
call 601-355-2670. Dr. Mi-
chael T. Williams is the pastor.

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 
1245 Tunica St., Jackson, 
will host its First Lady’s Ap-
preciation Program Jan. 29, 
at 8 a.m.  For more informa-
tion call 601-969-3511 or visit 
www.mountnebochurch.com. 
Rev. John A. Wicks Jr is the 
pastor.

Greater Pearlie Grove Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 
1640 County Line Rd., Jack-
son, will host “Super Bowl 50 
– Come As You Are Sunday” 
Jan. 31, from 7:15–1:30 p.m.  
For more information call 
601-354-2026. Rev. Stephen 
F. Mason is the pastor. 

S U B S C R I B E  T O D A Y !

The 
Mississippi 

Link
For more information please call: 

601-896-0084 
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
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The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of January 5

1. Hold My Mule   Shirley Caesar Featuring Albertina Walker & Milton Brunson
2. Made A Way   Travis Greene
3. You Deserve It   J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
4. God Provides    Tamela Mann
5. You’re Bigger   Jekalyn Carr
6. I Need You   Donnie McClurkin
7. Hang On   GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard
8. Arise (You Are Good)  William Murphy
9. Joy    Vashawn Mitchell
10. Winning   Charles Jenkins

To listen to snippets of these songs, 
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                               ARTISTS    ALBUM

I’ll exercise (more). I’ll 
go to church (more). I’ll get 
(more) organized. Sound fa-
miliar? At least for me, these 
are all the usual New Year’s 
resolutions that I’ve made in 
the past. However, a few years 

ago, I decided that even after getting plenty 
of practical and impractical tips, it was hard 
to maintain some of those changes for more 
than a few months. And it always bothered me 
that I just couldn’t seem to keep my files orga-
nized by the time March rolled around.

Even in looking at the history of New 
Year’s resolutions and the year ending bon-
fires meant to chase away the demons of the 
past, resolutions are not designed to focus on 
maintaining changes. Part of the reason why 
the rituals were so elaborate is that the un-
stated assumption was that you would need 
to perform the same ones next year because 
those old habits would have returned. Making 
the same New Year’s Resolutions every year 
is the modern day equivalent of those yearly 
bonfires.

Making a resolution won’t change your be-
havior. However, making better choices is one 
way that will change your behavior. We may 
make progress in one area of our lives but lose 
ground in another.

How do you maintain or regain what seems 
to be lost ground? For starters, stay focused on 
the right thing. All too often when we decide 
to completely change our lives, it’s because of 
what someone said that may have wounded 

us. We then get frustrated when we don’t see 
the changes fast enough to get the attention 
of those same people (whose opinions really 
shouldn’t have that much control over our 
lives). Maybe it’s a weakness in human na-
ture, but we become in some cases obsessed 
with what and who others saying we are or 
are not.  Or even worse, we speak equally de-
structive words to ourselves.

Instead of repeating what others say we are 
or are not, we should spend more time saying 
yes to God and who He says we are. But so 
many of us can’t hear who God says we are 
because we are too busy telling him who we 
aren’t and what we can’t do.

One interesting definition for the word 
resolution is answer. The question is who or 
what are you answering in 2017 with your 
New Year’s resolutions? Only answer to God 
as you begin every new year: Yes. “Submit 
to God and be at peace with him; in this way 
prosperity will come to you,” comes from Job 
22:21. 

YES means that we agree with who God 
says we are. But it also means that we are 
yielded, expectant and submitted: yielded 
to his direction, expecting his presence and 
submitted to his purpose. It’s not about being 
perfect; it’s about being yielded. Don’t make 
changes to be perfect; make changes so that 
you can be perfectly yielded.

God’s Blessings and success to you in 2017!
Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence 

best-seller “Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose after a Relationship Ends.” 
She may be reached at lovehangover@juno.
com.
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In Luke 19:1-10 
we read of Zac-
chaeus, who was 
short in stature. In 
order for him to 
see Jesus, he had to 
exert effort. His de-

sire was to see Jesus. Is that our 
desire? He climbed up a sycamore 
tree, and while he was sitting up 
in the tree, he met Jesus. When he 
came down, he was different from 
when he went up. Zacchaeus was 
a tax collector, a man who was 
not well-favored by the people 
back then. Tax collectors were not 
liked because most of them were 
dishonest. When Zacchaeus heard 
that Jesus was coming to town, he 
wanted to see Him.

Zacchaeus had to do something, 
and when Jesus looked up in that 
tree, He said, “Zacchaeus, make 
haste, and come down” (Luke 
19:5). Something happened to 
Zacchaeus between the branch and 
the ground when he saw Jesus. He 
did not have to sign a pledge card 
or shake a preacher’s hand. Imme-
diately, he met the terms of salva-
tion, and he was a changed man. 
We know he was changed because 
he greeted Jesus joyously.

I want us to notice that Zacchae-
us had to go to see Jesus, and that 
is still the same way today. If we 
want our needs taken care of the 

right way, we must come to Jesus. 
Zacchaeus had to put forth much 
effort. He had to press his way 
through the crowd because many 
people were there. No doubt, the 
people ridiculed him and talked 
about him, but he did not say: 
“What is the use? Nobody really 
cares about me. I will just go on 
my way.” No, he had the desire to 
see Jesus.

We live in a time when people 
have so many choices. We have 
many choices about the cars we 
buy, the clothes we wear, and 
the food we eat. However, when 
it comes to serving God, the 
choice is clear. We should be in 
the House of God whenever the 
doors are open. We ought to be 
there before the service starts. We 
should not just walk in whenever 
we feel like it. There is a set time 
for services to start, and we should 
be there. How long would we last 
on our job if we went to work only 
when we wanted to go to work? 
We would have a pink slip in our 
mailbox.

My friends, in order to win this 
Christian race, we must run the 
correct way. We are either moving 
up or down the spiritual ladder. 
The enemy would like to knock us 
off the ladder. He does not want 
us to move up spiritually. He will 
trouble us with a sprinkle of doubt 
and fear.

You see, when we are going up-

ward, the spiritual view is much 
better. Life is so much better when 
we serve God. We feel better, we 
feel encouraged, we feel more en-
lightened, and we feel that with 
Jesus we are strong enough to face 
the devil.

If we fail to grow spiritually, 
we will start pointing out other 
people’s faults. We are not here to 
pick at other people’s fault. If we 
intend to make Heaven our home, 
we must live the way the Lord 
shows us. We must walk in the 
light and do what we are called to 
do for God; then He will use us to 
help someone else.

Yes, we need to see Jesus. We 
need to be more concerned about 
what Jesus thinks of us. We need 
to move to a higher plane to get a 
better view of Jesus.

The Lord is not a hard taskmas-
ter. He gives us words of instruc-
tion in the Word of God to help us, 
to strengthen us, and to encourage 
us. He does not want us to live a 
defeated life. He wants us to live a 
victorious life in Christ.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church of 
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton 
VA 23669. He is married to Velma 
L. Green. He is a member of the 
National Association of Evange-
lism Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind. He serves as chairman of the 
Southeastern Association of The 
Church of God, Inc.

Press your way to Jesus
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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JMAA Board of Commissioners congratulates Chief Executive  
Officer Carl D. Newman on appointment to the NIAC

Newman Reed

Following the announcement by 
President Barack Obama, the Jack-
son Municipal Airport Authority 
(JMAA) Board of Commissioners 
offers its praise to JMAA Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Carl D. Newman, 
A.A.E. on his appointment to the 
National Infrastructure Advisory 
Council (NIAC).

Chairman of the Board of Com-
missioners, Evelyn O. Reed, stated 
the following: “As chairman, and 

on behalf of the Board of Commis-
sioners of the Jackson Municipal 
Airport Authority, I am not only 
pleased but proud to offer our con-
gratulations and support to our CEO, 
Mr. Carl Newman, on his appoint-
ment to this critical advisory body. 
As airport commissioners we know 
how essential the aviation industry 
and supporting infrastructure are 
to our local, regional, national and 
global economy. Keeping that infra-
structure safe, secure and reliable 

can only be accomplished through 
the continued efforts of aviation pro-
fessionals and governmental policy 
makers working in conjunction to 
address development, explore tech-
nology, and share information. Presi-
dent Obama’s appointment of our 
CEO, Mr. Newman, is a recognition 
of his talents, experience and leader-
ship; all the elements the Board of 
JMAA rely on daily to guide, direct 
and manage our community’s airport 
facilities.”
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for 
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-52, located 
at 0 Cohea Street in Jackson, Mississippi.   Bids for this property will start at $500.  
The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and 
egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or for a “bid 
form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.
ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “W. Cohea 
Street Property” and parcel number 72-52 with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for 
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-37, located 
at 0 Cohea Street in Jackson, Mississippi.   Bids for this property will start at $500.  
The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and 
egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or for a “bid 
form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.
ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “W. Cohea 
Street Property” and parcel number 72-37 with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for 
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-58, located 
at 127 West Davis Street in Jackson, Mississippi.   Bids for this property will start 
at $500.  The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of 
ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “W. Davis 
Street Property” and parcel number 72-58 with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for 
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #73-26, located 
at 147 Cohea Street in Jackson, Mississippi.   Bids for this property will start at 
$500.  The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of in-
gress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “W. Cohea 
Street Property” and parcel number 73-26 with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for 
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-5, located 
at 236 George Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at 
$500. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of in-
gress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “George 
Street Property” and parcel number 80-4 with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for 
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-56, located 
at 0 West Davis Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start 
at $500.  The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of 
ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “W. Davis 
Street Property” and parcel number 72-55 with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for 
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-5, located 
at 1111 Blair Street in Jackson, Mississippi.   Bids for this property will start at 
$500.  The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of in-
gress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “Blair Street 
Property” and parcel number 72-5 with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) origi-
nal and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 24, 
2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for 
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #73-29-1, lo-
cated at 153 Cohea Street in Jackson, Mississippi.   Bids for this property will start 
at $500.  The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of 
ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and deliv-
ered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. Presi-
dent St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “W. Cohea Street 
Property” and parcel number 73-29-1 with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) 
original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for 
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #73-22, located 
at 137 Cohea Street in Jackson, Mississippi.   Bids for this property will start at 
$500.  The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of in-
gress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “W. Cohea 
Street Property” and parcel number 73-22 with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017
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EMPLOYMENT

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS 
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

FOR LANDSCAPE DESIGN SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 005-17

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements of Qualifi-
cations and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifications”) to pro-
vide professional landscape design services for a plan to refresh and improve the 
landscape at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“Services”).

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifications to perform the Services at JMAA’s 
administrative offices, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, 
until 3:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on February 1, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifications received after the Dead-
line for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this 
Request for Statement of Qualifications (“RFQ”) is on file and open for public 
inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a 
copy of the RFQ; General Information for Respondents; Information Required 
from Respondents and Criteria for Selection; and an Agreement to be executed 
by JMAA and the selected Respondent. 

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from 
JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, CPPO, CPM, JMAA’s Procurement Spe-
cialist, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 360-8610
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com 

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

Based on the Statement of Qualifications, JMAA will initiate negotiations with the 
Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an agree-
ment, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of 
time, then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Respondent. 

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, in 
the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an agree-
ment satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifications, for 
any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected 
by JMAA to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and ir-
regularities in the selection process.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services solicited 
by this RFQ.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

1/05/2017 1/12/2017

EMPLOYMENT

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 3963

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way 
affected thereby, that Mississippi Regional Housing Authority No. VI has filed 
with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting an 
Use Permit to construct apartments for the elderly within a C-3 (General) Com-
mercial District on property located at 150 & 170 Angle Dr. in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

150 Angle Drive
Being a 1.85 acre parcel of land situated in the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼ ) of 
the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼ ) of  Section 17, Township 5 North, Range 1 East, 
City of Jackson, First Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi and being a 
part of that Tract of land, as conveyed to Mississippi Regional Housing Author-
ity No. VI and recorded in Deed Book 7133, Page 951 in the Chancery Clerk’s 
Office of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi and being more 
particularly described as follows:

The following description is based on the Mississippi State Plane Coordinate 
System, West Zone, NAD83(CORS96),  grid values, using a combined factor 
of 0.99993981 and convergence angle of 0.06370430 as determined specifi-
cally for this project.

Commencing at ½ inch rebar found marking the Northeast corner of Lot 15, 
Wagwood Angle Subdivision, Block “B”, as recorded in Plat Book 15, Page 34;

THENCE along the Northern line of said Block B same being the Southern line 
of a fifty (50) foot wide permanent and irrevocable non-exclusive ingress and 
egress easement known also as Angle Street and as recorded in Deed Book 
2098, Page 209 and 213 and in Deed Book 7122, Page 9382, run North 58 22 
56 West for a distance of 61.78 feet to a point;

THENCE leaving said Northern line of Block Band Southern line, run North 31 
37 04 East for a distance of 50.00 feet to a ½ rebar found marking the South-
west comer of a tract of land as conveyed to Andrew L. Smith and recorded 
in Deed Book 7122, Page 9382, same being POINT OF BEGINNING of the 
herein described 1.85 acre tract;

THENCE along the Northern line of aforesaid Angle Street (easement), run 
North 58 22 56 West for a distance of 410.91 feet to a PK Nail set;

THENCE leaving said Northern line, run North 31 37 04  East for a distance 
of 200.57 feet to a set drill hole in concrete on the South Right-of-Way line of 
Interstate 20 and 55 interchange;

THENCE along said South Right-of-Way line, run the following two (2) courses:
1.   South 66 38 57 East for a distance of 137.93 feet to a ½ inch rebar set;
2.   South 45 46 56 East for a distance of 281.19 feet to a ½ inch rebar set at a 
point marking the Northwest comer of aforesaid Andrew L. Smith tract;

THENCE leaving said South Right-of-Way line and along the West line of said 
“Smith” tract, run South 31 37 04 West for a distance of 159.06 feet back to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 1.85 acres, (80,795 square feet), more 
or less. 

Along with the above runs an existing fifty (50) foot wide Permanent and Irre-
vocable Non  Exclusive Easement for Ingress and Egress along what is called 
Angle Street as is mentioned and recorded in Deed Book 2098, Page 209 and 
213, as well as Deed Book 7122, Page 9382.

The above described being the same as that parcel of land as referenced 
above and described in Deed Book 7133, at Page 951 and recorded in the 
Chancery Clerk’s Office of aforesaid County.

170 Angle Drive
A certain parcel of land lying and being situated in the East ½ of Section 17, 
Township 5 North, Range 1 East, in the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mis-
sissippi, and being more particularly described by metes and bounds, to wit:

Commencing at the Northwest comer of Lot 22, of Wagwood Angle Subdivi-
sion, Part 1 according to the plat on file in the office of the Chancery Clerk at 
Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 15 at Page 
34, thence north 58 degrees 27 minutes west along a projection of the north 
line of said Wagwood Angle Subdivision, Part I a distance of 82.76 feet to an 
iron pin in the east right of way of Terry Road; thence such 28 degrees 16 
minutes east along said east right of way 50.1 feet; thence south 58 degrees 
27 minutes east along the northerly right of way of a 50 foot street easement 
for a distance of 823.18 feet to the southernmost comer of the LaQuinta Mo-
tor Inns property said point also being the point of beginning; thence north 31 
degrees 33 minutes east along the LaQuinta Motor Inns property a distance 
of 159.06 feet to the easternmost comer of the LaQuinta Motor Inns property; 
thence the following bearings and distance along the south right of way of the 
Interstate Highway 20, south 45 degrees 51 minutes east, 103.31 feet south 
36 degrees 25 minutes 40 seconds east a distance of 379.31 feet to a concrete 
monument; thence south 26 degrees 12 minutes 20 seconds east a distance 
of 38.26 feet; thence leaving said highway run north 75 degrees 33 minutes 
40 seconds west along the north line of Wagwood Angle Subdivision, Part I 
a distance of 81.36 feet; thence north 31 degrees 33 minutes east along the 
east line of said 50 foot street easement for a distance of 50 feet; thence north 
58 degrees 27 minutes west along the aforementioned  north line of a 50 foot 
street easement for a distance of 406.91 feet to the point of beginning, contain-
ing 40,347 square feet.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. 
President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 25, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be 
heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be estab-
lished upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to 
the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person 
owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consider-
ation thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the 
Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of December 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

1/5/2017, 1/19/2017
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE 

ZONING CASE NO. 3959

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Maywood Mart Tei Equities, LLC has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson an application requesting a  Variance of  forty-five (45) off 
street parking spaces from the required number of spaces for retail stores on the 
property located at 1220 E. Northside Dr. (Parcels 511-508, 511-510, 511-514, 
511-514-1 & 511-524) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

A PARCEL OF LAND BEING SITUATED IN THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH, 
RANGE 1 EAST, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI AND BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH,  RANGE 1 EAST, HINDS COUN-
TY, MISSISSIPPI; THENCE ALONG THE EAST LINE OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTERQUARTER N 00°14’00” E  A DISTANCE OF 122.20 FEET TO A 
POINT; THENCE LEAVING THE EAST LINE OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
S 89°58’00” W A DISTANCE OF 117.05 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE S 89°58’19” W A DISTANCE OF 160.43 FEET TO A POINT ON THE 
EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF INTERSTATE NO. 55 AS DESCRIBED 
IN BOOK 3336, PAGE 679, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF HINDS COUNTY, MIS-
SISSIPPI; THENCE ALONG SAID EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE ALONG A 
CURVE TO THE LEFT HAVING A RADIUS OF 3328.05   FEET AND  AN ARC 
DISTANCE OF 17.10 FEET, SAID CURVE HAVING  A CHORD BEARING AND 
DISTANCE OF N 06°37’07’’ E 17.10 FEET; THENCE CONTINUE ALONG SAID 
EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE ALONG A CURVE TO THE LEFT HAVING  A 
RADIUS OF 8203.11 AND AN ARC DISTANCE OF 123.70 FEET, SAID CURVE 
HAVING A CHORD BEARING AND DISTANCE OF N 06°02’49” E 123.70   FEET 
TO A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE OF THIS PARCEL; THENCE LEAVING 
THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF INTERSTATE NO. 55 ALONG SAID  
NORTH LINE N  89°58’03”  EADISTANCE OF 172.65 FEET; THENCE LEAVING 
THE NORTH LINE S  00”00’43” E A DISTANCE OF 127.96FEET; THENCE S 
89°59’17” W A DISTANCE OF 27.25 FEET; THENCE S 00°00’43” E A DISTANCE 
OF 12.05 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

CONTAINING 24,864 SQUARE FEET OR 0.57 ACRES PLUS OR MINUS.

THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY IS THE SAME PROPERTY RECORD-
ED IN DEED BOOK 5719 AT PAGE.287 AND DEED BOOK 5719 AT PAGE 300.

A parcel of land  containing 7.727 acres situated in the Southwest ‘l4 of the South-
east 114 and the Southeast 114  of the Southwest 114  of Section 13, T6N-R1E, 
Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi and being more particularly described as fol-
lows:

Commence at the Southwest comer of the Southeast ¼ of said Section 13 and 
run North along the Western boundary of said Southeast ¼ for a distance of 22.2 
feet to the Old Northern Right-of-Way Line of Northside Drive; thence North 89 
degrees 46 minutes 58 seconds East along said Northern Right of Way Line for a 
distance of 10.00 feet; thence North 00 degrees 08 minutes 36 seconds East 10.5 
feet to the present Northern Right-of- Way Line of Northside Drive and the Point of 
Beginning for the property herein described; leaving said Northern Right-of-Way 
Line, run thence North 00 degrees 08 minutes 36 seconds East for a distance of 
69.50 feet; thence South 89 degrees 46 minutes 58 seconds West for a distance 
of 110.10 feet; thence North 00 degrees 08 minutes 36 seconds East for a dis-
tance of 20.00 feet; thence North 89 degrees 46 minutes 58 seconds West for a 
distance of 17.35 feet; thence North 00 degrees 11 minutes 45 seconds West for 
a distance of 12.05 feet; thence North 89 degrees 48 minutes 15 seconds East for 
a distance of 27.25 feet; thence North 00 degrees 11 minutes 46 seconds West 
for a distance of 127.96 feet; thence South 89 degrees 46 minutes 58 seconds 
West for a distance of 172.65 feet to the Eastern Right-of-Way line of Interstate 
Highway 55; run along said Eastern Right-of-Way Line the following courses: run 
Northerly, clockwise along the arc of a curve for a distance of 158.68 feet to the 
point of tangency, said curve having a central angle of 01 degrees 06 minutes 30 
seconds, a radius of 8,203.11 feet, and a chord bearing of North 05 degrees 39 
minutes 25 seconds East for a distance of 158.68 feet; thence North 05 degrees 
06 minute 10 seconds East for a distance of 163.32 feet to the beginning of a 
curve to the right; thence Northerly, clockwise along the arc of said curve for a dis-
tance of 187.09 feet, said curve having a central angle of 00 degrees 56 minutes 
13 seconds, a radius of 11,441.16 feet, and a chord bearing of North 05 degrees 
34 minutes 16 seconds East for a distance of 187.08 feet; leaving said Eastern 
Right-of- Way Line, run thence North 89 degrees 46 minutes 58 seconds East for 
a distance of 249.54 feet to the Western boundary of Maywood Subdivision as 
recorded in Plat Book 15 at Page 21 in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds  
County; thence South 00 degrees 49 minutes 40 seconds West along said West-
ern Boundary for a distance of 423.54 feet to the Southwest corner thereof; thence 
North 89 degrees 51 minutes 28 seconds East along the Southern boundary of 
said Subdivision for a distance of 655.96 feet to a point on the Western Right-of-
Way Line of Old Canton Road; thence South 26 degrees 27 minutes 59 seconds 
West along said Western Right-of-Way Line for a distance of 230.66 feet; thence 
South 89 degrees 46 minutes 58 seconds West along said Western Right-of-Way 
Line for a distance of 11.75 feet; thence South 26 degrees 27 minutes 59 seconds 
West along said Western Right-of-Way  Line for a distance of 90.00 feet; thence 
South 58 degrees 07 minutes 25 seconds West along said Western Right-of- Way 
Line for a distance of 48.09 feet to the Northern Right-of-Way Line of aforesaid 
Northside Drive; thence South 89 degrees 46 minutes 58 seconds West along 
said Northern Right-of-Way Line for a distance of 479.10 to the Point of Beginning.

The above described property is the same property recorded in Deed Book 5719 
at page 287 and Deed Book 5719 at page 300.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 25, 
2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both 
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the 
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel 
on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in 
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of December 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

1/5/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 3960

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at 
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any 
way affected thereby, that James Addison has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting an Use Permit to operate a 
night club/ restaurant within a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District on property 
located at 1805 Bailey Ave. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mis-
sissippi, and being more particularly described as:

3 feet off North side of Lot 1; 32 feet off South side of Lot 2; 32 feet off North 
side of Lot 2; and 43 and 1/3 feet off the East side of Lot 3, all being in Black 
“B”, NORTH SUNNYSIDE ADDITION, a subdivision according to the map or 
plat thereof which is on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk 
of Hinds County, of Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 1 at Page 69 thereof.

AND

Lot one (1), Block “B” of North Sunnyside Addition, less three (3) feet off the 
North side thereof, a subdivision according to the map or plat of which is of 
record in the office of the chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 1 at page 69, reference to which 
map or plat is hereby made in aid of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
January 25, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of December 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

1/5/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 
24, 2017, for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), 
parcel #72-55, located at 0 West Davis Street in Jackson, Mississippi.   
Bids for this property will start at $500.  The City will retain all mineral 
rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove 
same from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, 
contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.
ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall 
at 219 S. President St.)  The outside of the envelope must be plainly 
marked:  “W. Davis Street Property” and parcel number 72-55 with the 
bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids 
will be opened on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE 

ZONING CASE NO. 3961

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Jax-Zen, LLC (Jason & Jina Daniels) has filed with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a parking Variance for 
seven (7) spaces  from the  required number of off street parking spaces for 
retail stores on the property located at 153/155 Wesley Ave. in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lot Four (4), Block “0”, Howie-Roell Resurvey of Millsaps College Addition, ac-
cording to the map or plat thereof on file and of record in Plat Cabinet A at Slide 
263 in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississip-
pi, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 

Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 25, 
2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard 
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established 
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning 
property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zon-
ing Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is 
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Admin-
istrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate 
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of December 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

1/5/2017, 1/19/2017
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EMPLOYMENT

Position Available 

Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. is seeking a Program Director of 
the Women Business Center of Mississippi (WBCM) managed by the Missis-
sippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. (MMBA), to serve female entrepreneurs 
throughout the state of Mississippi. 

Position Summary: 
Reporting to the CEO of the Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. 
(MMBA), the Program Director will have overall strategic and operational re-
sponsibility for WBCM’s staff, programs, expansion and execution of its goals 
and milestones in accordance with the direction and policies established by 
the MMBA. 

Responsibilities: 
Leadership, Management & Administration 
• Ensure ongoing local programmatic excellence, rigorous program evaluation 
and consistent quality of finance and administration, fundraising, communica-
tions, and systems; recommend timelines and resources needed to achieve 
the strategic goals. 
• Actively engage and energize WBCM volunteers, board members, event 
committees, alumni, partnering organizations, and funders. 
• Lead, coach, develop and retain WBCM’s existing partnership team. Ensure 
effective systems to track progress and regularly evaluate program compo-
nents, so as to measure successes that can be effectively communicated to 
the CEO of the MMBA and its Board of Directors and funders. 
• Provide general oversight of all WBCM activities, manages the day-to-day 
operations, and ensures a smoothly functioning, efficient organization. 
• Ensures program quality and organizational stability through development 
and implementation of standards and controls, systems and procedures, and 
regular evaluation. 
• Specifies accountabilities for management personnel (whether paid or volun-
teer) and evaluates performance regularly. 
• Research and recommend most economical and beneficial solutions for Em-
ployee Benefit Package. • Ensures a work environment that recruits, retains 
and supports quality staff and volunteers. Ensures process for selecting, de-
velopment, motivating, and evaluating staff and volunteers is followed. 

Financing:
• Promotes programs and services that are produced in a cost-effective man-
ner, employing economy while maintaining an acceptable level of quality. 
• Oversee the fiscal activities of the organization including budgeting, reporting 
and audit. 
• Works with the CEO of the MMBA to ensure financing to support short and 
long-term goals. 
• Manage organization’s budget, in partnership with CEO of the MMBA, Board 
Treasurer and Board ChairNice-Chair. 

Fundraising & Communications:
• Research and create on-going ideas for generating revenue (i.e. both long-
term and short term, with an immediate emphasis on short term). 
• Expand local revenue generating and fundraising activities to support exist-
ing program operations and regional expansion. 
• Deepen and refine all aspects of communications, from web presence to 
external, relations with the goal of creating a stronger brand. 
• Seek funding from corporations, agencies, foundations and other funding 
sources. 
• Use external presence and relationships to garner new opportunities. 

Community Relations:
• Facilitates the integration of WBCM into the fabric of the community by using 
effective marketing and communications activities. 
• Acts as an advocate, within the public and private sectors, for issues relevant 
to WBCM, its services, and constituencies. 
• Listens to clients, volunteers, donors, and the community in order to improve 
services and generate community support and involvement. 

Additional responsibilities may be defined during the course of employment. 

Physical Demands/Working Conditions: 
• This position has full responsibility for WBCM operations. Handles detailed, 
complex concepts and problems, balances multiple tasks simultaneously, and 
makes rapid decisions regarding administrative issues. 
• Plans and implements programs. Establishes strong and appropriate rela-
tionships with the MMBA Board of Directors, committees, volunteers, staff, 
funders, and clients. 
• Develops smooth and constructive relationships with executive colleagues, 
outside agencies, organizations and individuals. 
• Plans and meets deadlines. Maintains a flexible work schedule to meet the 
demands of executive management. Hours may be irregular. 
• Conveys a professional and positive image and attitude regarding WBCM 
and demonstrates commitment to continued professional growth and develop-
ment. 

Qualifications: 
A Bachelor’s Degree is required with a minimum of 5 years’ experience in pro-
gram management. Demonstrable experience and other qualifications include: 
• Unwavering commitment to quality programs and data-driven program evalu-
ation. 
• Excellence in organizational management with the ability to coach staff, man-
age, and develop high-performance teams, set and achieve strategic objec-
tives, and manage a budget. 
• Strong marketing, public relations, and fundraising experience with the ability 
to engage a wide range of stakeholders and cultures. 
• Strong written and verbal communication skills: a persuasive and passionate 
communicator with excellent interpersonal and multidisciplinary project skills. 
• Action-oriented, entrepreneurial, adaptable, and innovative approach to busi-
ness planning.
• Ability to work effectively in collaboration with diverse groups of people. 
• Passionate, integrity, positive attitude, mission-driven, and self-directed. 

How to apply:
Interested candidates should submit a letter of interest with salary expecta-
tions and an updated resume to smichaelmmba.us. Resumes accepted until 
5:00 P.M. on Tuesday, January 10, 2017. 

12/15/2016 12/22/2016 12/29/2016 1/05/2017

Help Wanted/Drivers
Drivers: $4,000 Orientation Completion Bonus!

Unique Dedicated Fleet! 
Excellent Mid-$60’s Annual Pay, Full Benefits!

1yr Class-A CDL Call:  1-855-856-7985

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017, 1/26/2017, 2/2/2017, 

Garrett Enterprises Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Office 
Space 
for Rent

LEGAL

NOTICE OF ELECTION

On December 13, 2016, at its regular meeting, the City Council of Jack-
son, Mississippi adopted a resolution authorizing a special election re-
garding a plan to establish a business improvement district in downtown 
Jackson pursuant to Mississippi Code Annotated, as amended, Section 
21-43-101, et seq. The election date has been set for Tuesday, January 
17, 2017. Owners of property located in the area for the proposed busi-
ness improvement district are entitled to vote on this issue. A ballot and 
a copy of the proposed plan are being published and provided for review. 
All ballots must be marked, signed and submitted by the eligible property 
owner, as required by State Law. The ballot shall be placed in a sealed 
envelope and may be returned via mail or delivered in person to the City 
Clerk’s Office by 5:00 p.m. on January 17, 2017, which is the date desig-
nated on the ballot.

Pursuant to State Law, the votes shall be weighted in proportion to the 

amount of the assessment against the property. The weighted proportion 
of an individual property owner is limited to a maximum of one-third of the 
total votes cast. For example if the total square footage of property in the 
district is 1000 sq. ft. and a property owner has 100 sq. ft., then he would 
have a weighted proportion of 10% (100/1,000 x 100).

Under the proposed plan, property owners will be assessed $0.11 per 
gross foot of buildings and unimproved real estate.

Property owners will be notified of the results of the election by the City 
Clerk’s Office. For adoption, the plan has to be approved by 60% of the 
participating eligible property owners in the district. The plan will be in ef-
fect for a ten-year period beginning January 1, 2017.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 601-960-1035.

12/29/2016 1/5/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION 

ZONING CASE NO. 3962

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Morrison Heights Baptist Church has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Special Exception for a  resi-
dential community facility within a R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District 
on property located at 142 E. Bell St. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lots 24 and 25, Block C, School Subdivision, a subdivision lying and being situ-
ated in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, according to the 
map or plat thereof on the file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, in the Plat Book 2 at page 44 thereof, reference to 
which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 25, 
2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both 
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of 
Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 28th day of December 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

1/5/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL

Dear Property Owner:

At its regular meeting on December 13, 2016, the City Council of Jack-
son Mississippi adopted a resolution setting an election to reauthorize the 
Downtown Jackson Business Improvement District (BID). In accordance 
with Section 21, Chapter 43 of Mississippi Code, the election will be con-
ducted by the City Clerk through mailing of ballots, giving required notices 
and counting votes.

The election date has been set for Tuesday, January 17, 2017. As an own-
er, you are entitled to vote on this issue. A ballot and a copy of the BID Plan 
are attached. All ballots must be returned to the City Clerk’s Office by 5:00 
pm on January 17, 2017.

The BID Plan will be adopted upon written ballot approval by 60% of the 
participating eligible property owners in the district, with votes weighted in 
proportion to the amount of the assessment against the property. You will 
be notified of the results of the election by the City Clerk.

Sincerely,

Kristi Moore
City Clerk

12/29/2016 1/5/2017

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
FOR PARKING FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
AT JACKSON MEDGAR WILEY EVERS

 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

JMAA PROJECT NO. 013-17
12/28/2016

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals 
(“Proposal”) for Parking Facility Management (“Services”), Patron Shuttle 
Services for designated areas, and an option for Ground Transportation 
“Starter” Services, in support of managing and operating the designated 
parking areas at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA, 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers Interna-
tional Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3 
p.m. (CST) on January 31, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request 
for Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices 
of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, 
General Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respon-
dents and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of 
the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Robin Byrd, 
JMAA’s Procurement Manager, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Robin Byrd, Procurement Manager
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 616
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: rbyrd@jmaa.com 

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.
JMAA will hold a Pre- Submittal Conference at 2:00 p.m. (CST) on January 
10, 2017, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main 
Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 
100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance at the Pre-Sub-
mittal Conference is highly encouraged for all those interested in submitting 
bids as a Prime Contractor for the Work and persons seeking opportunities 
to provide work as a Sub-Contractor.  The benefits of attendance include 
networking opportunities between Prime Contractors and Sub-Contractors, 
as well as the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published 
to interested parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Bid Conference; 
review of the plans and specifications; and a site visit of the area covered 
in the scope of work.  No site visits will be scheduled other than the one 
provided during the Pre-Bid conference. The Disadvantage Business En-
terprise (DBE) established participation goal is 35% for this RFP.

Based on the Proposals, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3) Respon-
dents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services. JMAA 
will initiate negotiations with the Respondents ranked first on the list. If such 
negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satisfactory 
to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the 
first-ranked Respondent. In that event, JMAA will follow the same process 
with the other Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respon-
dent agrees to and enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.JMAA 
reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, any 
time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA to 
perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregulari-
ties in the selection process.

12/29/2016 1/5/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF QUALIFYING PERIOD FOR THE 2017 MUNICIPAL ELECTION
 

The 2017 Candidate Qualifying Packet is available for pick-up for all City of 
Jackson municipal election candidates. Qualifying application packets can be 
obtained from the City Clerk’s Office located in City Hall at 219 South President 
Street between the hours of 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. The 
qualifying deadline is 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 3, 2017. All further questions 
should be directed to City Clerk Kristi Moore at 601-960-2381. 

1/5/2017



Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY 

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.

Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,

Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$799 while supplies last!
Many More Safe Models At

Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 
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Discount Gun Safe
Liberty $799
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA certification. No HS diploma or GED
- We can help. Approved for military ben-
efits. Financial Aid if qualified. Job place-
ment assistance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance.  1-866-367-2510.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

DRIVER - CDL A TRAINING. $500 -
$1,000 Incentive Bonus. No Out of
Pocket Tuition Cost!. Get Your CDL in 22
Days. 6 Day Refresher Courses Available.
Minimum 21 Years. 877-899-1293 EOE.
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com
DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com 

GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
(FREE!) with Choice All-Included
Package. $60/mo for 24 months.  No
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-215-
6713
DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/month Internet
(where available). FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR.
CALL 1-800-319-2526.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in approxi-
mately 100 Mississippi newspapers by
calling  601-981-3060. 

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain,
arthritis? Recent Medicare / health cover-
age changes may benefit you! Products
are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
1-800-307-7855.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offer-
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BAT-
TERIES for Life!  Call to start your free
trial!  855-701-0210
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493
OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  888-964-
0893
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l
C o m p u t e r s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e

A d o p t i o n

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

C l a s s e s  /  T r a i n i n g

Week of January 01, 2017

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

Advertise
Your Product or Service

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words.....$210
1 col. x 2 inch.......$525
1 col. x 3 inch.......$785
1 col. x 4 inch.....$1050

******
Nationwide Placement

Available

******

Digital Advertising 
Available starting at

$699 statewide.

******
Call Sue at

MS Press Services
601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Save Your Steps And
Check Your Newspaper

For The Best Sales

Though there is a lot of competition, newspapers are the
number one form of advertising that Mississippi   residents
have used in the past month to make a purchasing
decision. (Pulse Research, June 2016). Why not save your
steps and check the sales in your paper first!

It makes sense for smart business advertising to be 

where people shop .... in Mississippi Newspapers!

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org
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Revenge! Forest Hill Patri-
ots fans had this on their mind 
Wednesday night. Why? For-
est Hill was undefeated until 
they played Callaway Decem-
ber 16, 8 & 0 and riding high. 
Callaway ended the undefeated 
season hopes that night with 
a 65 to 56 victory over Forest 
Hill.  Fans were hoping for an 
opportunity to play Callaway 
again in the tournament. Wish 
granted!  But it wasn’t quite as 
easy as it sounds.

After receiving a first round 
bye, Forest Hill’s opponent was 
Holmes County Central, a team 
that played them less than a 
week prior to the tournament. 
Forest Hill won, but it was only 
by 5 points. Clearly Holmes 
County would not be fearful.  
In fact, one would surmise they 
had Forest Hill on their radar 
like Patriots nation had Calla-
way on theirs.

The game did not disappoint. 
The Jaguars were leading by 1 
point after the first quarter. For-

est Hill turned up the heat in the 
second quarter and raced to a 27 
to 22 halftime lead. Forest Hill 
would go on to “survive” win-
ning 53 to 50. Holmes Coun-
ty’s last second three pointer to 
force overtime, rimmed out.

Forest Hill would not take 
any chances the next day, they 
blew Provine out by 20 points, 
confirming their spot in the 
championship game. Callaway, 
had a fairly easy route to the 
championship game. Winning 
3 games by an average of 19 
points, Callaway was pretty 
confident heading into the 
championship game.

The game lived up to the 
hype. Sold out arena. College 
coaches were also in the build-
ing wanting to see this game.  
Patriots nation got their re-
match. After the first quarter, 
Callaway was leading 16 to13.  
Forest Hill went into attack 
mode second quarter. Scoring 
21 points in the second, Forest 
Hill led 34 to 29 at the half. The 
third quarter was low scoring 
due to both teams making obvi-

ous adjustments defensively.  
Then came the fourth quarter. 
Trailing by 2 points to start 

the fourth, Callaway’s John 
Knight got aggressive. Knight 
would draw fouls and make 
shots from 3 point range. His 
efforts were matched by Mis-
sissippi State commit, LaDari-
ous Marshall of Forest Hill. 
Knight would bring the gym to 
its feet with a thunderous dunk 
over a Forest Hill defender. 
Crowd goes crazy. Forest Hill 
races down the court, alley 
oop pass to Marshall! Fans on 
their feet cheering, coaches 
are trying to settle  their teams 
down. Back and forth they go, 
matching shot for shot. Forest 
Hill takes the lead on another 
Marshall slam! Timeout Calla-
way. 13 seconds remain. Forest 
Hill 61, Callaway 59. Callaway 
dribbles another 7 seconds off 
the clock.  Timeout. Coach 
David Sanders from Callaway 
draws up a play.  The pass 
goes to John Knight, he gets a 
screen from a teammate, raises 
up from BEYOND the three 

point line, Steph Curry NBA 
range, to shoot a three pointer. 
Marshall’s 6’6” jumps at him, 
full extension, making the shot 
even harder. As the horn sounds 
… SWISH! ALL NET!! Char-
ger nation erupts, Knight is 
mobbed by his teammates! Cal-
laway wins 62 to 61.  

Knight finishes the game 
with 27 points and is the MVP.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND 
BLUES STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 
80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES 
AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Although they took the sce-
nic version, the Lady Vikings of 
Warren Central, made it to the 
JPS championship game. The 
Lady Vikings lost their opening 
game to Callaway on the first 
day of the tournament, 51 to 
40, placing them in the losers’ 
bracket.

After low team participation 
this year, Warren Central was 
able to play their way back to the 
winners’ bracket.

The first part of their journey 
began with an 11 a.m. game 
against Natchez. Natchez lost 
the previous day also to Lanier.  
With both teams thinking about 
making an improbable run, War-
ren Central jumped out early and 
didn’t relent. Warren Central 
cruised to a 52 to 24 victory.

Good job ladies. Now rest, if 
you have to play another game 
today at 5. 5 p.m. rolls around 
with the next obstacle waiting 
for Warren Central, Provine’s 
Lady Rams. Once again, the 
Lady Vikings were not to be 
denied. Smothering defense, 
timely shooting led to another 
relatively easy victory for War-
ren Central.  Final score. Warren 
Central 58 and Provine 26.

Two games in one day is com-
mon for basketball players. Many 
of these athletes play AAU bas-
ketball, so conditioning wasn’t a 
big deal. Pair that with two blow-
out wins, which means starters 
got to rest, Warren Central was 
sitting relatively pretty. Defeating 
Provine brought Warren Central 
back to the winners’ bracket.

Another day, another early 
game. Warren Central played 
Murrah Wednesday morning 
at 11:30 at Forest Hill High 
School.  As expected, this was 
their toughest challenge.

Murrah was currently ranked 
number one in the state with no 
losses to Mississippi schools this 

season. Defense and more de-
fense frustrated Murrah forcing 
them into mistakes. Each mis-
take was an opportunity for War-
ren Central.

With a balanced scoring ef-
fort from players such as, Co-
coa Fultz, Amber Gaston and 
T.T. Sims, Warren Central took 
down Murrah 41 to 36 earning 
them a spot into the champion-
ship game.

Lack of confidence was not 
problem for coach Jackie Glass 
of Warren Central. Tired legs 
may have been, but confidence 
wasn’t.

Final test of the holidays, was 
Jim Hill. Win or lose, respect 
had been earned by the Lady 
Vikings. Sounding like a broken 
record, but once again, defensive 
intensity fueled the young ladies.

Jim Hill managed only 2 
points in the first quarter. Tiger 

nation was stunned, but not out! 
Despite only 2 points, Jim Hill 
only trailed by 7. By halftime, 
the lady tigers were trailing 
by 10, only mustering 9 points 
in two quarters. Many felt the 
championship game would be a 
runaway, but on Jim Hill’s side.  

Full court pressing and quick 
offense are the trademarks for 
Jim Hill. When your opponent 
has played an extra game, fa-
tigued was supposed to be an 
issue for them. Warren Central 
showed no signs fatigue. Jim hill, 
to their credit, played much better 
in the second half. Momentum, 
however, was on their opponents’ 
side. Out hustling, shooting, de-
fending, and even frustrating Jim 
Hill led Warren Central to a 53 to 
37 tournament victory.

Amber Gaston was the game’s 
mvp with 13 points and 10 
blocked shots.

JPS Tournament Boys’ championship game was an epic battle

Warren Central’s Girls take the scenic 
route to capture JPS Tournament trophy

Callaway wins back to back JPS tournaments

Warren Central wins

John Knight brought the crowd to their feet
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NATIONAL

Pence, Obama in dueling meetings 
on Capitol Hill on healthcare law

Top senate Democrat warns 
Trump on Supreme Court pick

Roof to jurors: 
‘Nothing wrong with 
me psychologically’

WASHINGTON – Donald 
Trump’s “first order of busi-
ness” will be to repeal Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s health 
care law and replace it, but 
Republicans must avoid hurt-
ing consumers as they do that, 
Vice President-elect Mike 
Pence said Wednesday.

Sixteen days before leav-
ing the White House, Obama 
championed his landmark 
overhaul before Democratic 
lawmakers and urged them to 
remind voters of how the stat-
ute has helped them.

“Look out for the American 
people,” Obama said as he 
left the meeting in response to 
shouted questions.

“Keep up the fight,” Obama 
told congressional Democrats 
at a strategy meeting in the 
Capitol visitors’ center, ac-
cording to Rep. Tim Ryan, D-
Ohio. “Tell the stories about 
the people who have benefited 
from it. The more you can get 
that message through, the bet-
ter off we’re going to be.”

Pence spoke to reporters af-
ter holding an hour-long ses-
sion with House Republicans 
in the Capitol. Rep. Dave Brat, 
R-Va., said Pence told them 
the goal was to get legislation 
dismantling the health care law 
to Trump for his signature by 
Feb. 20.

“The first order of business 
is to repeal and replace Obam-
acare,” Pence said, using the 
overhaul’s nickname. He said 
Americans “voted decisively 
for a better future for health 
care in this country, and we are 
determined to give them that.”

Pence said Trump’s team 
was already working with GOP 
congressional leaders on plans 
to undo Obama’s law with both 
legislation and executive ac-
tion the president and federal 
agencies would be able to take.

Pence did not specify what 
those actions would be. But 

House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., told reporters that 
they would involve “transi-
tion relief.” That phrase has 
been used to describe help for 
consumers and insurers while 
Obama’s law is being phased 
out and replaced with a GOP 
alternative, a process expected 
to take years.

Republicans are discussing 
delaying when the repeal of 
major provisions of that law 
would actually take effect, per-
haps in 18 months or more. It 
is expected to take at least that 
long for GOP lawmakers to 
rally behind a plan to replace 
it.

Minutes before Obama and 
Pence met with lawmakers, 
Trump tweeted that voters are 
faulting Democrats for the 
health care law and its rising 
premiums, deductibles and 
other problems.

“Massive increases of 
ObamaCare will take place this 
year and Dems are to blame for 
the mess. It will fall of its own 
weight – be careful!” he wrote.

Pence told reporters that the 
president-elect was referring to 
the need to protect consumers 
during the transition period.

“Look, we’re talking about 

peoples’ lives, we’re talking 
about families,” Pence said.

Trump pledged during the 
presidential campaign to erase 
Obama’s law, though he’s said 
he wants to retain popular pro-
visions like ensuring coverage 
for people with pre-existing 
medical problems.

Obama’s and Pence’s strat-
egy sessions came on the sec-
ond day of the new, GOP-led 
Congress. When Trump enters 
the White House, it will put the 
party’s longtime goal of annul-
ling much of the 2010 health 
care overhaul within reach.

Plenty of questions remain, 
including the repeal bill’s de-
tails, costs and when it would 
take effect. Republicans also 
face divisions over the next 
step – replacement legislation 
– that will likely take months 
or years to resolve.

Republicans eager to show 
quick action against Obama’s 
health care law took an initial 
procedural step Tuesday, intro-
ducing a budget bill that would 
have to be considered under 
a parliamentary procedure 
that would prevent Democrats 
from using a Senate filibuster 
to protect the health care law.

Republicans control the Sen-

ate by a 52-48 margin, but it 
takes 60 votes to end a filibus-
ter, a procedural roadblock that 
can kill legislation.

The Senate was expected to 
complete the budget by next 
week. House approval would 
follow.

The budget legislation gives 
congressional committees until 
Jan. 27 – a blink of an eye for 
lawmakers – to write legisla-
tion repealing major parts of 
the health care law. Likely tar-
gets include the law’s tax pen-
alties for people who don’t ob-
tain insurance, its requirement 
that many companies cover 
workers and tax increases on 
higher-earning individuals and 
many health care firms.

Aware they have no chance 
of quickly agreeing on replace-
ment legislation, Republicans 
plan to delay when their repeal 
would actually take effect. A 
range of 18 months to three 
years – perhaps longer – has 
been under discussion.

Trump has provided few spe-
cifics about how he would re-
vamp the nation’s $3 trillion-a-
year health care system. Steps 
he and congressional Republi-
cans have mentioned include 
greater reliance on tax credits 
to help people afford coverage.

Republicans don’t want to 
abruptly end health care cover-
age for millions of voters who 
live in GOP-represented dis-
tricts and states, or cause cha-
os in health care markets and 
prompt insurance companies 
to stop selling policies. So they 
are considering including pro-
visions in their repeal bill to 
protect consumers and insurers 
during the transition period.

Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., 
a member of the GOP Senate 
leadership, said that could in-
clude money to temporarily 
continue helping people afford 
to buy coverage and language 
letting the Health and Human 
Services Department help sta-
bilize insurance markets.

WASHINGTON – The top 
Democrat in the Senate is warn-
ing President-elect Donald 
Trump about his eventual Su-
preme Court choice: Name a 
“mainstream” nominee or Dem-
ocrats will oppose the individual 
“with everything we have.”

“My worry is, with the hard 
right running the show, that the 
likelihood of the nominee being 
mainstream is decreasing every 
day,” New York Sen. Chuck 
Schumer said Wednesday in an 
interview.

Schumer made the comments 
a day after saying on MSNBC’s 
“The Rachel Maddow Show” 
that Democrats will “abso-
lutely” do their best to keep 
the Supreme Court seat open if 
Trump doesn’t nominate some-
one whom Democrats could 
support.

The seat has been vacant for 

11 months since the death of 
Justice Antonin Scalia last Feb-
ruary.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., blocked con-
sideration of President Barack 
Obama’s nominee, Judge Mer-

rick Garland, saying the next 
president should make the pick. 
The strategy paid off, and the 
Republican Senate will consider 
whomever Trump nominates.

As minority leader, Schumer 
won’t have the same power as 

McConnell to block a nominee. 
But his words signal that Demo-
crats could filibuster and force 
Republicans to round up 60 
votes to move ahead. That will 
be a challenge for the GOP since 
they only hold 52 seats.

If Republicans can’t get 
enough Democratic votes, then 
they do have another option –
change the rules and curb the fil-
ibuster for Supreme Court nom-
inees. Former Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., did 
that for lower court nominees 
and other nominations in 2013.

Schumer didn’t define what 
he meant by “mainstream.” But 
he did say on Maddow’s show 
that Garland, Obama’s unsuc-
cessful pick, was “a very mod-
erate, mainstream nominee.” 
Garland has been considered a 
liberal-leaning moderate in his 
years on the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the District of Colum-
bia Circuit.

CHARLESTON, S.C. 
–Convicted Charleston 
church shooter Dylann Roof 
spoke to the jury for the first 
time at his death penalty tri-
al Wednesday, telling them 
there’s nothing wrong with 
him psychologically and 
that he is not trying to keep 
any secrets from them.

But perhaps most impor-
tant is what he didn’t say: 
He didn’t ask jurors to spare 
him from the death penalty. 
The jury last month unani-
mously found Roof guilty of 
hate crimes and other charg-
es in the shooting deaths of 
nine black church members 
during Bible study. The ju-
rors will now decide wheth-
er he should be sentenced to 
life in prison or death.

“My opening statement is 
going to seem a little bit out 
of place,” the soft-spoken 
22-year-old white man said 
calmly as he stood in front 
of a podium, occasionally 
glancing at notes. “I am not 
going to lie to you. ... Other 
than the fact that I trust peo-
ple that I shouldn’t and the 
fact that I’m probably better 
at constantly embarrassing 
myself than anyone who’s 
ever existed, there’s nothing 
wrong with me psychologi-
cally.”

Roof’s attorneys have in-
dicated that he chose to rep-
resent himself during the 
sentencing phase of his trial 
because he was worried they 
might present embarrass-
ing evidence about himself 
or his family. They have 
not said what that evidence 
may be, but as early as last 
summer, they had planned 
to introduce evidence that 
Roof suffers from a mental 
illness. Since then, many 
motions have been filed un-
der seal, purportedly to con-
ceal sensitive information, 
but it’s likely more details 
on what lawyers planned to 
present.

It’s clear, from his own 
writings, Roof doesn’t be-
lieve in psychology. In a 
journal read in court during 
his trial, Roof called the spe-
cialty “a Jewish invention” 
that “does nothing but in-
vent diseases and tell people 
they have problems when 
they don’t.”

Prosecutors said Roof 
deserves the death penalty 
because he painstakingly 
chose to target vulnerable 
people during Bible study 
at Emanuel AME Church in 
June 2015. Roof sat with the 
church members for about 
45 minutes and waited until 
their eyes were closed before 
opening fire. He told Polly 

Sheppard, one of the three 
survivors, that he wanted 
to leave her alive to tell the 
world why he attacked a 
historic African-American 
church. He said “you’re rap-
ing our women and taking 
over the nation.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Nathan Williams said the 
“horrific acts justify the 
death penalty.”

“He killed nine people. He 
killed them because of the 
color of their skin. He killed 
them because they were less 
than people,” Williams said.

Prosecutors plan to call up 
to 38 people related to the 
slain and the survivors. Wil-
liams told jurors they would 
hear extensive testimony 
about the nine victims, in-
cluding pastor and state Sen. 
Clementa Pinckney, a “prod-
igy of the ministry” who was 
a man of faith, service and 
family dedication.

“This will be heartbreak-
ing,” Williams said.

The prosecutor also read a 
portion from a journal found 
in Roof’s jail cell six weeks 
after his arrest in which 
Roof said he had not wept 
for any of the victims.

“I remember how I felt 
when I did these things 
and how I knew I had to do 
something and then I real-
ize it was worth it,” Roof 
wrote, as a handwritten page 
from his journal appeared on 
screens in the courtroom. “I 
would like to make it crystal 
clear. I do not regret what I 
did. I have not shed a tear 
for the innocent people I 
killed.”

As their first witness, 
prosecutors called Pinck-
ney’s widow, Jennifer Pinck-
ney. During more than an 
hour on the stand, Pinckney 
described her husband as an 
affable figure who garnered 
respect from all corners in 
his roles as legislator and 
preacher but was a goofy 
family man in private with 
his two young daughters.

“He always made time for 
the family, and he always 
made time for the girls,” 
said Pinckney, describ-
ing her husband’s affinity 
for cartoonish neckties and 
socks. “He was the person I 
think that every mom would 
be happy that their daughter 
met and married. ... I know 
that he loved me. And he 
knew how much that I loved 
him.”

Roof was found competent 
to represent himself during 
two different hearings, one 
before the trial and another 
one within the last week. He 
has said he doesn’t plan on 
calling any witnesses or in-
troduce any evidence.

By Alan Fram
Associated Press

By Mary Clare Jalonick
Associated Press

By Meg Kinnard
Associated Press
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President Barack Obama, joined by, from second from left, Rep. Fred-
erica Wilson, D-Fla., Rep. Joseph Crowley, D-N.Y., Senate Minority 
Leader Charles Schumer of N.Y., and House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi of Calif. arrives on Capitol Hill in Washington Jan. 4, to meet 
with members of Congress to discuss his signature healthcare law. 
AP PHOTO/EVAN VUCCI

Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer of N.Y. listens to a question 
during a news conference on President Barack Obama’s signature 
healthcare law Jan. 4 on Capitol Hill in Washington. AP PHOTO/EVAN 
VUCCI

In this June 18, 2015 file photo, Charleston, S.C., shooting suspect 
Dylann Storm Roof is escorted from the Cleveland County Court-
house in Shelby, N.C. The sentencing phase of Roof’s federal trial 
begins Jan. 4, 2016, in Charleston. He could face the death penalty 
or life in prison. AP PHOTO/CHUCK BURTON, FILE



BOOK REVIEW:
“MY LIFE WITH 
EARTH WIND & FIRE”
BYMAURICE WHITE WITH HERB POWELL
  C.2016, AMISTAD 
  $27.99 / $34.99 CANADA   •  385 PAGES

All of the astronauts picked by NASA to 
participate in its maiden manned space pro-
grams, Mercury and Gemini, were white 
males. However, behind the scenes, there 
was a dedicated team of African-American, 
female mathematicians who played a piv-
otal role in ensuring that they launched and 
returned safely, whether from orbiting the 
Earth or a mission to the moon.

Equipped only with pencils and slide 
rules, these so-called “human comput-
ers” were among the best and the brightest 
minds recruited by NASA to do the critical 
calculations needed to win the space race 
with Russia. Author Margot Lee Shetterly 
gave these unsung heroines their due in 
“Hidden Figures,” a best seller belatedly 
crediting their quantitative contributions to 
the cause.

Besides chronicling their considerable 
accomplishments, the book also recounted 
the indignities these brilliant black women 
simultaneously suffered, simply because 
they had the misfortune to be living in Vir-
ginia during the dark days of Jim Crow. 
Back then, African-American brainiacs 
employed by NASA were automatically as-
signed to work in its segregated West Com-
puting Group.

Directed by Theodore Melfi (St. Vin-
cent), the overlooked icons’ story has now 
been adapted to the big screen as an uplift-
ing, overcoming-the-odds docudrama. The 
picture recounts the trials and tribulations 
of three members of the unit Katherine 
G. Johnson (Taraji P. Henson), Dorothy 
Vaughan (Octavia Spencer) and Mary Jack-
son (Janelle Monae).

We are flies on the wall when, without 
complaining. Katherine routinely has to run 
to a distant “Colored” ladies room despite 
the presence of one for whites nearby. On 
another occasion, we witness Mary’s frus-
tration in furthering her education on ac-
count of the fact that blacks aren’t allowed 
to matriculate at the local college offering 
the courses she needs.

By film’s end, both the bathroom and 
school are indeed integrated, albeit after 
an emotional intervention by NASA ad-
ministrator Al Harrison (Kevin Costner). A 
worthwhile, teachable moment correcting a 
shameful chapter in American history.

Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG for mature themes and mild 

epithets.

Your needs are very simple.
Food, shelter, water. Those are 

the essentials, but then there are 
the things you need for yourself: 
family, good friends, a warm 
bed, a good book, and a place 
of welcome. You wouldn’t die 
without them, but those things 
spice your life. And if you were 
Maurice White, author of “My 
Life with Earth, Wind & Fire” 
(with Herb Powell), you’d add 
one more: music.

Born in Memphis at a time 

when Jim Crow ruled the south, 
Maurice White was four years 
old when his mother told him 
that she needed to go to Chicago 
to find a job. She left him with 
a friend who became White’s 
“Mama,” and who raised him 
with strength and wisdom.

He was a quiet boy, a born 
introvert, but Mama taught him 
by example to love God, Maha-
lia, and Ray Charles, though he 
was in junior high when he fell 
“deep under the spell of music.” 
White and his best friend pulled 
together a band then, and one of 

the members encouraged White 
to find his spiritual core and 
think in different ways.

At eighteen, not long before 
his Mama died of cancer, White 
headed for Chicago to live with 
his “Mother Dear,” his birth 
mother, who’d remarried and 
was raising six children. She 
offered him a place to stay, but 
he wanted to be his own man; 
he also wanted to emulate his 
stepfather and attend medical 
school, but music had such an 
allure that he told “Dad” that 
he’d been called to a differ-

ent vocation. White became “a 
sponge” to soak up all he could 
learn about the music business.

By early 1970, he knew what 
kind of music he wanted to play. 
He’d been a bandleader before, 
and he was eager to do it again. 
An astrologer had even handed 
him a “piece to my puzzle,” an 
astrological chart was filled with 
“‘only fire, air, and earth signs.’”

Which brings us to page 77, 
almost the quarter-point of this 
memoir. That means “My Life 
with Earth, Wind & Fire” is one 
very wordy book.

That’s not to say it’s bad – at 
least not the first half of it, any-
how. The late author Maurice 
White (with Herb Powell) tells 
of Jim Crow from the point of 
view of a child, of the Civil 
Rights movement, and what 
it was like in the early days of 
Motown, Chess Records, and 
a new kind of rock & roll. Be-
cause White and Powell are so 
casual in their storytelling, those 
memories feel like a conversa-
tion with readers.

At roughly the part where 
White switches gears musically, 

so does the book. There’s where 
we get a lot of detail about the 
band, players, gigs, and such  
valuable information if you can 
follow along. Musical mud, if 
you can’t.

Therefore, the audience for 
this book, I think, is with a pro-
fessional musician or a die-hard 
EW&F fan. Pass on it, if you’re 
not – but if you are, “My Life 
with Earth, Wind & Fire” could 
be elemental.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 15)

Film Review
Hidden Figures

NASA docudrama belatedly credits contributions 
of unsung African-American mathematicians

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

By Kam Williams
Columnist Crossword Puzzle

DOWN

1. Eden dweller
2. Mongolian desert
3. Flat
4. Drench
5. Body of water
6. Computer screen dot
7. Carrot cousin
8. Bpm
10. Refines ore
14. Recording
17. Chemical compound
18. Association (abbr.)
19. Dried coconut
20. Poncho
23. Stack
24. Spoken
25. Refuse to believe
27. Only

ACROSS
 
1. Ripe
5. Tiff
9. Bird of peace
10. River
11. Cain’s brother
12. Expression
13. 1/60th of an hour
15. Clairvoyance
16. Italian astronomer
18. Adopts
21. Sun’s name
22. Crustacean
26. Eating utensil
28. Muck
29. Great ape
30. Eagerness
31. Torte
32. Depend

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange
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ENTERTAINMENT

Rapport with Moore!
“The Bounce Back” Interview

American Heart Association announces 39th Annual Metro Jackson Heart Ball 

Shemar Franklin Moore was 
born in Oakland, California 
April 20, 1970 to an African-
American father and a mother 
of Irish and French-Canadian 
extraction. Shemar spent his 
early years abroad with his sin-
gle-mom in Denmark and Bah-
rain until the two returned from 
the exotic locales in 1977.

They settled in Palo Alto, 
where he graduated from Hen-
ry Gunn High School before 
studying communications and 
theater at Santa Clara Univer-
sity. While still in school, he 
started modeling on the side to 
help pay the bills.

Since college, Shemar has 
flourished both as an actor and 
as a fashion model. He’s prob-
ably best known for playing 
Derek Morgan on the TV-series 
Criminal Minds for 11 seasons 
and for the 8 years he spent pri-
or to that as Malcolm Winters 
on the popular soap opera, The 
Young and the Restless.

Here, he talks about starring 
opposite Nadine Velazquez and 
Bill Bellamy in the big screen 
release, The Bounce Back.

Kam Williams: Hi Shemar, 
thanks for the interview. I’m 
honored to have this opportu-
nity to speak with you.

Shemar Moore: Well, I ap-
preciate your taking the time to 
show me love and to talk about 
the movie, Kam.

KW: What interested you in 
The Bounce Back?

SM: It was the sweet, fun 
script that had been around 
about a decade. But it’s all about 
timing. Ten years ago, I was just 
getting my feet planted with 
Criminal Minds. It didn’t work 
out with my schedule back then. 
Fortunately, the script came 
back around. I thought it was a 
silly, fun, sweet story.that peo-
ple would like. To be honest, in 
the beginning, I knew that the 
transition from Criminal Minds 
was on the horizon, so I started 
thinking about the next steps 
I could take as an actor, going 
forward with my career. After 
unsuccessfully shopping the 
script around, I seized upon the 
opportunity to produce the film 
myself. I said, “Why not go the 
independent route?” I felt that I 
could identify with the Matthew 
Taylor character. I just needed 
some help with the others. So, 
I found Bill Bellamy who I’d so 
much fun and chemistry with on 
The Brothers years ago. I knew 
he could deliver the jokes and 
bring the relationship of being 

my best friend and manager to 
life. He liked the idea and we 
knew Nadine Velazquez from 
within our circle of friends. We 
showed her the script. She was 
interested, and pieces kinda of 
fell into place from there. And 
the next thing you know, here 
I was executive producing the 
picture, and raising $630,000 
through my fan base. I call them 
my Baby Girls. It was a great 
hug and pat on my back that 
they believed in me and were 
so loyal to me. I’m very proud 
that we not only made a movie, 
but got it into theaters, and that 
my Baby Girl Nation was a part 
of it.

KW: How similar are you to 
your character, Matthew Taylor?

SM: As an actor, I find the 
essence and elements of myself 
in any character I play. I think 
I believe a little bit of Mat-
thew’s philosophy and a little 
bit of Kristin Peralta’s (Nadine 
Velazquez’s character’s) philos-
ophy. One can’t exist without 
the other. Love is a tricky, beau-
tiful, exciting, complicated, elu-
sive entity. But it hits when you 
least expect it. Matthew Taylor 
figured it out, and so did Derek 
Morgan on Criminal Minds, 
towards the end. So. now it’s 
Shemar Moore’s turn. I’m a ro-
mantic, and I believe in love.

KW: The Bounce Back has a 
nice twist at the end.

SM: What I love about this 
movie is that we didn’t try to 
reinvent the wheel but we did 
find an original way to tell a 
love story about falling in love, 
the heartache of being betrayed 
and still having the courage and 
faith to fall back in love, and 
from both the male and female 
perspective. It illustrates that 
relationships are about standing 
strong, and about making com-
promises, too.

KW: What would you say is 
the movie’s message?

SM: Don’t give up on your-
self. Don’t forget to smile and 
have fun. Celebrate today. Be 
open to love, because it doesn’t 
come easy. But when it does, 
it’s so beautiful. It’s a magical 
feeling! Another thing I love 
about this movie is its diver-
sity. There’s a bunch of color 
in it, but it’s telling a colorless, 
universal story. It’s a story that 
everybody can relate to, regard-
less of how old or what color 
you are. It’s a movie that gives 
you a sense of hope and makes 
you feel good about who you 
are.

KW: Are you more interested 
in movie than TV work now? 

TV series are very demanding.
SM: Everybody’s ultimate 

goal is to be a movie star like 
the Brad Pitts, the Matt Da-
mons, the George Clooneys and 
the Tom Cruises. of course, I’d 
be lying, if I didn’t admit that 
I’d like to see my career ma-
terialize in that way. But The 
Young and the Restless was like 
high school. Criminal Minds 
was college. Now, I’m ready 
for grad school. It’s a blessing 
to be on a hit show. But, you’re 
right, it’s a grind. That’s some-
thing people don’t realize, un-
less they’re in the business. 
Nine to 16 hour days for eight 
days. And day nine is day one 
of the next episode. It’s a grind 
for 10 months out of the year. 
But a beautiful grind. Am I still 
willing to do television? Yes. 
Am I intrigued by cable TV? I 
am. True Detective, Game of 
Thrones and Ray Donovan are 
some of my favorite shows. I 
just want to see what the next 
chapter is in terms of my tell-
ing stories. But I’m also hav-
ing fun wearing this producer 
hat. To me, producing is pay-
ing attention to detail, connect-
ing dots, understanding actors’ 
chemistry, putting all the parts 
together, and bringing the story 
to life. So, I think you’re going 
to see me doing a little of both, 
although

I’m definitely chasing Mark 
Wahlberg, Jamie [Foxx], Denzel 
[Washington] and those other 
guys. I want to get on the same 
train they’re on. I’ve been do-
ing this thing for 24 years, and I 
hope to do it for another 30, and 
those are the type of footsteps I 
hope to follow in. I’m excited 
and inspired by them.

KW: Harriet Pakula-Teweles 
asks: With so many classic films 
being redone, is there a remake 
you’d like to star in?

SM: I can’t think of one off 
the top of my head. But a lot 
of people say I should do Har-
ry Belafonte’s life story. That 
would be quite the honor, if it 
ever came my way. I want to 
do films like Jason Bourne, The 
Equalizer, Begin Again and 
When a Man Loves a Woman. 
Films with great content. Plus, 
I’ve got a few projects in the 
pipeline that I’d like to produce. 
This is just the beginning. I’m 
still finding out what’s out there 
for me to do.

KW: Ling-Ju Yen asks: What 
is your earliest childhood mem-
ory?

SM: My earliest childhood 
memory? Wow, that’s interest-
ing! I remember kicking around 

a soccer ball when I was barely 
able to run around yet. I also 
remember leaving my Curi-
ous George doll that I loved in 
a taxi when I was about three. 
We’d gotten out of the cab 
quickly because my mother was 
in a rush. I literally screamed, 
“My George! My George!” as 
I watched the car drive off, and 
my George was gone forever. I 
don’t know why, but I still re-
member the tail lights of the 
taxi as it pulled away. It broke 
my heart.

KW: What is your favorite 
dish to cook?

SM: I’m not the best cook, 
but I like to bake. I can make ba-
sic stuff like tacos and a brown 
paper bag pork chop. My cous-
in’s mom showed me how to do 
that. But I’m more of a sweet 
tooth guy. So, I’ll make some 
cheesecake, oatmeal cookies or 
chocolate chip cookies.

KW: What is your guiltiest 
pleasure?

SM: Ben & Jerry’s ice cream 
with home made chocolate chip 
cookies. I’ll put a little fudge on 
it and sprinkle a few walnuts 
on top. That’s a party in your 
mouth!

KW: The Viola Davis ques-
tion: What’s the biggest differ-
ence between who you are at 
home as opposed to the person 
we see on the red carpet?

SM: I’m very blessed to be 
in Hollywood, but I refuse to 
be Hollywood. I’m just a regu-
lar dude with extraordinary cir-
cumstances. For the red carpet, 
you put on your outfit, you flip 
the switch, you flash the smile, 
and you swag it out. For me, 
it’s work, but it’s not work. It’s 
more like play time. I feel so 
grateful that I never take it for 
granted that I have the opportu-
nity to be in this line of work. 
I’m so fortunate to be able to 
attend these events and to hob-
nob and have your picture taken 
with some of the most talented 
and interesting people in the 
entertainment industry and in 
the world. I’ve met some fasci-
nating and phenomenal people. 
And I’m always star-struck to 
a certain extent. I pinch my-
self and say, “Wow! This is re-
ally my life.” And away from 
showbiz, I’m a homebody. I’m 
in sweats or jeans and a T-shirt. 
I love my two bulldogs. I take 
care of my mom, my partner 
in crime. She drives me crazy, 
but that’s my momma. I listen 
to music ... I watch sports ... I 
hang out with friends ... I’m a 
pretty normal cat. People who 
know me a long time see that 

I haven’t changed. My circum-
stances have changed, but I’m 
the same old guy I was before 
Hollywood.

KW: When you look in the 
mirror, what do you see?

SM: You know what I look 
for when I look in the mirror? 
I make sure the little kid in me 
is still alive and still has a smile 
on his face. I make sure that that 
little innocent boy is being tak-
en care of. I don’t let life get to 
me too tough. I don’t celebrate 
myself too tough. And I don’t 
get down on myself too tough. 
As corny as it may sound, I 
tell my fans that what they’re 
witnessing is the journey of a 
dreamer. And I look to see if I’m 
taking care of myself. I can tell 
when I’m tired. I can tell when 
I’m feeling good. I just check 
in with myself and tell myself 
everyday to tell the truth, have 
fun, and go for what you want 
by any means necessary.

KW: I know you’ve lived in 
a number of foreign countries. 
How many languages do you 
speak?

SM: Yeah, but I was a kid. 
Technically, my first language 
was Danish, but it was broken 
Danish. I was in Denmark from 
six months to three years of age. 
So, I only remember the word 
for “move,” although my moth-
er, to this day, speaks it fluently. 
My mom grew up outside Mon-
treal. My maternal grandmother 
was French-Canadian. She’s 
passed away now, but she was 
born in Quebec City. She would 
always greet me in French. So, 
I took French when I was in 
7th and 8th grades to impress 
grandma. I still remember a 
little broken French, but I don’t 

speak another language fluently.
KW: Who loved you uncon-

ditionally during your forma-
tive years?

SM: My mother, Marilyn 
Wilson Moore, was my mentor. 
I didn’t grow up with my father, 
but I did have different male 
role models along the way. My 
mother’s brother, Uncle Steven 
Wilson, was like a rock for me. 
And later on, my high school 
baseball coach, Melvin Harri-
son, who’s up in heaven smiling 
down on me, was like a father to 
me. Those three were the foun-
dation for me to feel love and 
guidance, and to grow up and 
believe in what I was capable of.

KW: The Anthony Mackie 
question: Is there anything that 
you promised yourself you’d do 
if you became famous, that you 
still haven’t done yet?

SM: One thing I was able 
to do was to buy my mother a 
home. I bought her a beachfront 
condo in Redondo Beach. That’s 
one of the things I’m proudest 
of that I’ve ever done in my life. 
On my Bucket List was becom-
ing successful enough to be able 
to give back to my mom.

KW: Finally, what’s in your 
wallet?

SM: [LOL] You’re fun! Let’s 
see... my driver’s license... a 
Starbucks card... a Best Buy 
card... a AAA card... a gift card 
to a place where I like to get 
massages... and $63. I need to 
go to the ATM because New 
York City is no joke. [Chuckles]

KW: Thanks again for the 
time, Shemar, and best of luck 
with the film.

SM: Alright, Kam. Appreci-
ate you, man.

The American Heart Asso-
ciation will host the 39th annual 
Metro Jackson Heart Ball at the 
Country Club of Jackson January 
27. This event is widely recog-
nized as a premier philanthropic 
event in Jackson. The black tie 
optional event runs from 6 until 
11:30 p.m.

The Metro Jackson Heart Ball 
is a celebration of the commu-
nity’s support of the lifesaving 
mission of the American Heart 
Association, contributing nearly 
$7 million to the cause since its 
inception. The funds raised sup-
port research and educational 
programs in Mississippi and 
around the nation.

“Heart disease is Mississip-
pi’s number one killer and this 
year’s Metro Jackson Heart Ball 
promises to generate critical phil-
anthropic support to drive the 
American Heart Association to-
ward its impact goal of improving 
the cardiovascular health of all 

Americans by 20 percent, while 
reducing deaths from cardiovas-
cular diseases and stroke by 20 
percent by the year 2020,” said 
2017 Metro Heart Ball co-chair, 
Jet Hollingsworth. 

The event will feature pre-din-
ner cocktails and a silent auction. 
Attendees will also be treated to 
a seated dinner, a heart-warming 
program and live auction. After 
dinner, attendees will dance to the 
musical stylings of Coop D’Belle.

“The American Heart Associa-
tion depends on the commitment 
of hundreds of volunteers in our 
community to help support their 
important goal of building lives 
free from cardiovascular diseases 
and stroke,” said Mamie Hol-
lingsworth, 2017 Metro Jackson 
Heart Ball co-chair. “American 
Heart Association funded re-
search has led to many important 
discoveries like CPR, life extend-
ing drugs and surgical procedures 
that save thousands of lives each 
year.”

The American Heart Associa-
tion is currently funding nearly $4 
million in research in Mississippi.  

The Metro Jackson Heart Ball 
is supported by Signature Spon-
sor Ergon Foundation, Inc. Ad-
ditional sponsors include the 
Gertrude C. Ford Foundation, St. 
Dominic Health Services, Baptist 
Heart, BKD LLP, Butler Snow, 
Family of Richard Lee Miller, the 
University of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center, and the Van Devender 
Family Foundation. Media spon-
sors are Portico Jackson Maga-
zine, Social South Magazine, 
Mississippi Business Journal and 
WJTV. 

For more information about the 
2017 Metro Jackson American 
Heart Association’s Heart Ball or 
to find out more about how you 
can help prevent heart disease 
and stroke call 601-321-1213 or 
visit HYPERLINK “http://www.
heart.org/metrojacksonheart-
ball” www.heart.org/metrojack-
sonheartball.
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FAMILY  PACK

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

99¢

SPRINGER  MOUNTAIN  WHOLE

FRYERS
PER  LB.

$119

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$379

CHICKEN  NOODLE  OR  TOMATO

CAMPBELL'S  
SOUPS

10.5  OZ.  CAN

10/$10

SAVE  ON

PEPSI
PRODUCTS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$10

SELECT  VARIETIES

GENERAL  MILLS
CEREALS

20.5 - 21.6  OZ.

3/$10

BORDEN

CHEESE 
7 - 12  OZ.  CHUNK,  SHREDDED,  SLICED ... 

2/$4
DAISY

SOUR  CREAM
8  OZ. ....................................... 

4/$5
DAISY

COTTAGE  
CHEESE
24  OZ.  ..................................... 

$349 

ASSORTED

CHOBANI
YOGURT
5.3  OZ. ........................ 

10/$10
YELLOW  OR  WHITE

MC  KENZIE'S
CHUB  CORN
16 - 20  OZ.  ................................. 

$100

SELECT  VARIETIES

FRESH  FROZEN
VEGETABLES
10 - 12  OZ.  ................................. 

5/$5
GORTON'S

FISH  STICKS OR  
FISH  FILLETS
10.6 - 12  OZ.  ............................... 

$399

SELECT  

HEALTHY  CHOICE
DINNERS 
9 - 11  OZ.  .................................. 

2/$5

piggly wiggly

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
4  LB.  BAG

$129

CALIFORNIA  ICEBERG

LETTUCE
HEAD

89¢
SWEET  FLORIDA

ORANGES
4  LB.  BAG

$299

EXTRA  LARGE  RED  RIPE

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

89¢

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE

NEW  YORK 
STRIP  STEAK

PER  LB.

$699
FAMILY  PACK

BONELESS
PORK  CUTLETS

PER  LB.

$179

FAMILY  PACK

CHUCK
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$399
BONELESS

BREAST
TENDERS

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH  BONELESS

PORK
TENDERLOIN

PER  LB.

$299
WRIGHT'S

SLICED
BACON

24  OZ.

$699


